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PREFACE 

THE Bible is its own best interpreter. When however we approach the 
practical application of this sound principle, we are met by an obstacle of 
an unusual kind. We are all agreed to speak of the Bible as a supremely 
great literature. Yet, when we open our ordinary versions, we look in \'ain 
for the lyrics, epics, dramas, essays, sonnets, treatises, which make the 
other great literatures of the world; instead of these the eye catches noth
ing but a monotonous uniformity of numbered sentences, more suggestiYe 
of an itemised legal instrument than of what we understand as literature. 

Now it is clear that this strange form of our bibles was not gh·en to 
them by the sacred writers themselves. The Bible goes back to a remote 
antiquity, when literature indeed was at its highest development, but when 
there was no corresponding development in the art of writing such as would 
enable manuscripts to reflect differences of literary form. The most ancient 
manuscripts are unable to distinguish \"erse and prose; in prose they make 
no distinctions of sentences, still less of paragraphs ; in verse they have no 
distinctions of metre, nor can they discriminate speeches in drama or sug
gest the names of speakers. Many of them have not even di\'isions of 
words; and as a whole they are as barren of form as a stenographer's note 
book. Not then the original authors of the books of Scripture, but their 
successors at the time when manuscripts began to discriminate literary 
form, must be held responsible for the arrangement of our bibles. Now 
those who intervene between oursel\'es and the sacred authors - scribes, 
rabtis, medi;eval doctors - may all be summed up under the one descrip
tion of commentators. They have rendered infinite service to the world by 
the care with which they have preserved the words of Scripture; but its 
literary character would have been the last thing they would have con
sidered. When therefore the advance in the art of writing enabled manu
scripts to distinguish varieties of literature, the form these commentators 
gave to Scripture was, naturally, that of 'texts' for comment. And in this 
medi;eval form of numbered texts the Bible has come down to our own day. 

I instance a very simple passage: more adequate illustrations would be 
too long to cite. Such a passage as Hosea, chapter xiv, verses 5-8, would 111 
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...g Preface 

an ancient manuscript (if we assume the language to be English) have 
appeared thus: 

IWILLBEASTHEDEWUNTOISRAELH 
ESHALLBLOSSOMASTHELILYANDC 

ASTFORTHHISROOTSASLEBANONH 

ISBRANCHESSHALLSPREADANDHI 
SBEAUTYSHALLBEASTHEOLIVETR 

EEANDHISSMELLASLEBANONTHEY 

THATDWELLUNDERHISSHADOWSHA 
LLRETURNTHEYSHALLREVIVEAST 

HECORNANDBLOSSOMASTHEVINET 
HESCENTTHEREOFSHALLBEASTHE 

WINEOFLEBANONEPHRAIMSHALLS 

AYWHATHAVEITODOANYMOREWITH 
IDOLSIHAVEANSWEREDANDWILLR 

EGARDHIMIAMLIKEAGREENFIRTR 
EEFROMMEISTHYFRUITFOUND 

This the medi~val commentators broke up into short masses - sentences, 
texts, propositions - of what they considered a convenient length for dis
cussion, and numbered them for reference. 

5. I will be as the de\v unto Israel: he shall blossom as the lily, and 
cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 

6. His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the olive ti:ee, 
and his smell as Lebanon. 

7. They that dwell under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as 
the corn, and blossom as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine 
of Lebanon. · 

8. Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols? I have 
answered, and will regard him: I am like a green fir tree; from me is thy 
fruit found. 

Yet a brief examination of the passage is sufficient to show that it is a 
portion of a dramatic scene ; and its structure ought to be exhibited as that 
of dramatic dialogue. 

THE LORD 

I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall blossom as the lily, and cast 
forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his beauty 
shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They that dwell 
under his shadow shall return ; they shall revive as the corn, and blossom 
as the vine: the scent thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 
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Preface B<--

EPHRAIM 

What have I to do any more with idols? 

THE LORD 

I have answered, and will regard him. 

EPHRAIM 

I am like a green fir tree --

THE LORD 

From me is thy fruit found. 

It appears then that the ordinary versions of Scripture, however accurate 
may be the translation of the words, yet present a double divergence from 
the sacred original: first, that they give no indication of the varieties of 
literary form and structure that distinguish different parts of the Bible; 
secondly, that they impress upon the whole another structure that does not 
belong to it, but was the creation ·of medixval commentators. In the face 
of obstacles like these it is indeed difficult to apply the principle that the 
Bible should be its own interpreter. 

To give assistance in meeting this difficulty has been the purpose of The 
:"\lodern Reader's Bible. Its scheme has been, accepting for. translation 
the results of our Revisers, to investigate, from internal evidence of the 
writings themselves, and by principles of comparative literature, the exact 
literary form and detailed structure of the books of Scripture ; and then to 
use all the devices of modern printing for the purpose of indicating such 
structure to the eye of the reader. Introductions to the books, and notes, 
have been added, but these are secondary; the page setting, if only it is 
correct, is its.elf the best of commentaries. 

The spirit of this work is bounded by the idea of literature. I ha\·e no 
claim to speak as a theologian, and do not attempt doctrinal discussion. 
The revelation which is the basis of our modern religion has been made 
in the form of literature: grasp of its literary structure is the true starting
point for spiritual interpretation, and the literary study of the Bible is the 
common ground on which varying theologies may meet. It is equally a 
principle of The Modern Reader's Bible to exclude another class: of questions_ 
which ha,·e absorbed immense attention at the present time, and are 
popularly known as the Higher Criticism. These discussions are of great 
i1nportance in their own sphere; but that sphere is history, not literature; 
it should be described, not by the term' biblical,' but' Semitic.' For those 
whose interest is the evolution of Semitic institutions it is important to know 
the exact authorship and dates of various parts of 3cripture, to inquire into 
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-ie Preface 

the origins and sources of the materials used by biblical writers. But the 
actual history of Israel, which, like all other history, must perpetually 
undergo reconstruction with the advance of historic science, is one thing: 
quite another thing is the interpretation of the history of Israel made once 
for all by the sacred writers, and embodied in the finished literature we 
call the Bible. So, to illustrate from a very different region, our concep
tions of primitive Greece must with advancing investigation be perpetually 
modified : all the while Homer remains one and the same. The critical 
discussions concern only the Semitic specialist; the interpretation of the 
Bible is a permanent interest of world literature. 

The Modern Reader's Bible has, in whole or in part, been before the 
public for twelve years, and has met with a most gratifying reception. The 
only form in which it has hitherto appeared has been based upon the natural 
principle of a separate volume for each separate work of Scripture. It will 
continue to appear in this form, which will always be preferred by some 
readers, and for some purposes. In the present edition the contents of the 
twenty-one volumes are drawn into a single volume: the same text, the 
same introductions and notes, except indeed that I have somewhat enlarged 
those portions of the introductions that bear upon the grouping of indi
vidual books into the large divisions of history, poetry, prophecy, wisdom. 
To many it. will be a practical convenience to have the whole work in one 
volume. But it is not merely a question of convenience: the purpose 
underlying the arrangement of matter in this edition is to give assistance 
in catching the unity of all Scripture. 

The sacred canon is not a mere Reading List, recommending the si~ty 
Best Books of the Churches. These sixty books, with all their varieties of 
age, authorship, literary form, are, when properly arranged, felt to draw 
together with a connectedness like the unity of a dramatic plot. Our first 
impression of the whole is history: one who has read the Bible from cover 
to cover has traversed the ages from the beginning of the world to the first 
century of our era. Yet this is not what is most usually understood by the 
term history: it is nothing less than a philosophy of world history. Narra
tive is found to be merely a framework, holding the rest together; while 
the spirit of the whole is brought out in story, in song, in all varieties of 
literary form. The basis for this philosophy of history is the conception 
of a Chosen Nation,-chosen to be the medium for the revelation of their 
God to the other nations of the world. There are brief conceptions of the 
primitive world before the chosen people appeared. Then is traced the 
origin of this nation, its development from a family into an organised state 
under the migration in the wilderness and the Mosaic constitution. Gradu-
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11'rcface Bo--

.illy a secular element appears in conflict with the theocracy; the antagonism 
,,f kings and prophets makes the main history of Israel, until the secular 
,•kment triumphs with a triumph which is also a fall. In captivity the 
1 11osen Nation comes into contact with other currents of world history, and 
I.; the conquests of Cyrus is set free: it resumes its career no longer a 
\,1tinn, but a Church, profoundly conscious of its world mission. At first, 
ilw liter;;ry forms com·eying all this were simple story and song; as the 
11atinn reaches its maturity, the expanding literature breaks away from the 
hi,toric framework into independent departments of prophecy, poetry, 
w .. ,dom. The most splendid of the prophetic works - the Isaiahan rhap
,ndy- sen·es as epilogue to Old Testament history: dramatising the con
,·eption of the Sen-ant of Jehovah delivered from bondage, and awakened 
to the consciousness of a world mission: he waits till the nations shall be 
"'1thered into the unity of Israel: The movement settles down to its central 
pause - what is to us the interval between the Old and New Testament : 
here "'isdom literature, with its sanctification of life and reflection, comes 
to the front, while the conception of the world mission of Israel retreats 
into the background. But with the advent of Jesus Christ a new start is 
made in the onward movement: in biblical phrase, the Kingdom of God 
is at hand. Once more we ha\<e the combination of narrative framework 
and the other literary forms. In the gospels the acts of Jesus and his 
words. stand side by side. So in what follows we have (in the present 
arrangement) the acts of the apostles side by side with their words, that is, 
the epistles: epistles in which are reflected stages in their growing concep
iic·:i of their mission, from that of a' new way' of Judaism, to that of world 
nangelisation, theological system, ecclesiastical organisation. A natural 
0 nd is reached where the apostle of the Gentiles touches Rome, the symbol 
r:-f world unity, having sent before him his 'Epistle to the Romans,' which 
thus harmonises to a world audience the spirit of the Old and the New 
Testaments. Yet to the New Testament, as to the Old, there is an epi
iugue: ere the canon closes there is an outburst of imaginative poetry, 
v. hich, in the Visions of the Apocalypse, embodies in a new setting the 
symbolism of all the older prophets, and presents all history - past, present, 
a11d to come - in one final conception: the kingdom of the world becoming 
lht: kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. 

Thus, apart from more sacred considerations, even as a phenomenon 
of literature the Bible is unique. And the best treatment for this literature 
i' lo read it. For those who wish there exists a vast apparatus of all kinds 
of helps in Bible study. But let us not forget the subtle and besetting 
danger in all literary study - that the process of studying tends to eclipse 
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-o& Preface 

the literature itself. Scholarship can do much for the Bible: but imagina
tion and literary receptivity can do more. Thus it is above all to the 
general reader that the present work is addressed; its aim is to enable him, 
without the obstruction of medireval arrangement, and with the minimum 
of foe interruption we call annotation, to traverse the connected whole of 
Scripture from end to end, to think its thoughts, to live through the spiritual 
evolution which has produced our modern religion. 

Yet, if the question be of study, what field has greater claims than t~is 
literature of the Bible? Our academic traditions have long recognised in 
the classical literature a sufficient instrument of culture. But when the 
content of the Bible is allowed to appear in its full literary form, Hebraic 
classics will be recognised as not inferior to Hellenic. If the inimitable 
freshness of primitive life is preserved in Homer, it is not less preserved 
in the epic stories of the Old Testament; while the still more intangible 
simplicity of the idyl is found perfect in Rut/1 and Tobit, and far more 
attractive than the artificiality of Theocritus. The orations of Deuteronomy 
are as noble models as the orations of Cicero. Read by the side of the 
poetry of the psalms the lyrics of Pindar seem almost provincial. The 
imaginative poetry of the Greeks is perfect in its own sphere: but by 
the Hebrew prophets as bold an imagination is carried into the mysteries 
of the spiritual world. If the philosophy of Plato and his successors has 
a special interest as the starting-point for a progression of thought still 
going on as modern science, yet the field of Biblical wisdom offers an 
attraction of a different kind, in a progression of thought which has run 
its full round and reached a position of rest. Most interesting is it to 
follow the sagacity of the classic historians as they analyse a dead past: 
but the historic writings of the New Testament keep us in touch with the 
coming into being of thoughts and institutions which are with us yet in 
their full vigour. And in the inner circle of the world's masterpieces, in 
which all kinds uf literary influences meet, the Bible has placed Job, the 
Isaiahan Rhapsody, the Apocalypse, unsurpassed and unsurpassable. In 
the varied types of literature Hebraic is thus as rich as Hellenic: it adds 
the unique interest of the unity that binds all its various forms into a com
plete whole. Biblical culture then claims recognition as well as Class:cal 
culture. Within the covers of this volume, if it be adequately used, is fo~ 
material of a liberal education. 

RICHARD G. MOULTON. 
JUNE, 1907· 



T/1,· ft•xt (If the ,lfodern Reader's Bible is one constructed specially for this 
,,.,•rk,ft•r u·l11d1 //1t• Editor is sole!)' responsible. It is based upon tl1e English 
NeriSt'd I "trsio11, with dwire between flu readings of the text and margin, and 
,,,,-;, sli:;lit clianga of wording as are involved in the adaptation to modern 
/1ftT1J1y sfruchtre. F()r permission to use tlu Revised Version as tlze basis of 
this le~:t I express 111)' obligations lo the University Presses of Oxford and 
C.1mbn"rlge. 

• * 
* 

The Reference Figures in the outer margins of the pages are to tl1e Chapters 
ri11d Vi·rus of tlze Rez1ised Version, The corner page /1eadings, immediately 
•'<'<"!"these Reference Figures, are in al/ cases t/u names of books as t/uy appear 
i11 ordinary· bibles. 

* * * 

On pages xii-xiii will be found the namrs of t/1e Books of Scripture in the 
11rdt1· in u!l1ich tlzey stand in ordinary1 versicns, with the pages at which they 
111111 be found in t/ie present edition. Tl1e arrangement of the present edition 
1s giz-m on page xiv. 
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BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE 

AS THEY STAND IN ORDINARY VERSIONS 

WITH THE PAGES AT WHICH THEY ARE TO BE FOUND IN THE 

PRESENT EDITION 

---------------- - --- --------- ----

Genesis 

Exodus 

Leviticus. 

Numbers. 

Deuteronomy 

Joshua. 

Judges . 

Ruth 

I Samuel 

II Samuel 

I Kings 

II Kings 

I Chronicles . 

II Chronicles 

Ezra. 

Nehemiah 

Esther 

Job 

The Psalms 

- -- --~~-- ---- ---- ------ - -------

1 

lNTHO· -- --

NoTES 

4 1363 1543 The Proverbs 

53 1364 1545 Ecclesiastes. 

91 1364 154 7 The Song of Songs 

117 1364 1547 Isaiah 

158 1366 1548 Jeremiah 

195 1373 1554 Lamentations 

218 1374 1554 Ezekiel. 

245 1375 1555 Daniel 

248 1375 155(, Hosea 

280 1376 1556 Joel . 

309 1376 1557 Amos 

339 1376 1557 Obadiah 

387 1383 1561 Jonah 

412 1383 1561 Micah 

445 

455 

378 

1037 

747 1431 

1564 Nahum 

1565 Habakkuk 

1559 Zephaniah 

1656 Haggai. 

16o1 Zechariah 

11:ii 

TEXT 11>ucTION Non£~ 

901 ! 1452 162G 

!009 1469 1634 

886 1442 162 5 

471 1391 1566 

543 1398 1578 

876 1440 1625 

6JO 1402 1583 

665 1416 1587 

681 1418 1588 

691 1419 1590 

697 1421 1591 

711 1424 1594 

721 

725 

729 

731 

1422 1595 

1595 

1596 

1597 

1597 



Books of Scripture B<--

BOOKS OF SCRil'TURE-CoNTINUED 

- --------1-- - ---- ___________ , ___ --- ---

Malachi 

Tobit 

Wiadom 

Eccleaiasticua . 

8. Matthew. 

8 Mark 

8.Lu.ke 

8.John 

The Acta. 

To the Romana 

I Corinthians 

1249 

1286 

1094 

1307 

1128 

118o 

1159 

16oo I Thessalonians 

1557 II Theeaalonians 

1646 I Timothy 

1629 II Timothy 

1 692 To Titus 

1 700 To Philemon 

1673 To the Hebrews 

1701 I James . 

1674 I Peter . 

1 682 II Peter 

1679 I John . 

Il Corinthians 1172 1498 1681 II John. 

To the Galatiana . 1154 1498 1678 III John 

To the Epheaians · 1 1203 

To the Philippians 1211 

To the ColoBBian~o7 

1498 1684 Jude. 

1498 1685 Revelation 

1498 1685 

slii 

1149 

1214 

1218 

1217 

1210 

1221 

1231 

1235 

1239 

1242 

1241 

1337 

1686 

1685 

1686 



ARRANGEMENT OF THE PRESENT EDITION 

Bible History : The Old Testament 

The succession of narrative books from Genesis to Esther, constitutinf! 
The History of the Chosen Nation as Presented by Itself- arranged in it: 
proper literary divisions -with discrimination of History, Story, and Docu· 
mentary Appendices 

Pages 1-468 

The Books of the Prophets 

The biblical books from Isaiah to Malachi arranged in their proper literar:. 
forms, serving as supplement to the later periods of Old Testament Histor: 

Pages 469-744 

Bible Poetry 

The Book of Psalms - The Book of Lamentations - The Song of Song 
(or Solomon's Song) 

Pages 745-897 

Bible Philosophy: The Books of Wisdom 

The Wisdom Books of the Old Testament and Apocrypha in the order c 
their philosophical sequence : Proverbs - Ecclesiasticus - Ecclesiaste5 -
Wisdom of Solomon - Book of Job 

Bible History: The New Testament 

Books of the New Testament arranged as. constituting The History of ti 
Primitive Church as Presented by Itself: The Gospel of St. Luke- co: 
tinned in The Acts of the Apostles - in which are inserted at their prop 
places The Epistles of St. Paul- to which are subjoined the other Epistl 
of the New Testament 

New Testament Literature 
The remaining Books of the New Testament: The Gospel of St. Mattht 
- The Gospel of St. Mark - The Gospel of St. John - The Revel a ti• 

of St. John 

Introductions to the Books of Scripture 

Notes and Other Helps 

Index 
ll:iv 

Pages 1247-1358 

Pages 135cr-1514 

Pages 1515-1718 

Pages 171cr-1733 



BIBLE HISTORY 

The Old Testament 



OLD TESTAMENT HISTOH_Y 

OR 

THE HISTORY OF THE CHOSEN NATIOI'' 

AS PRESENTED BY ITSELF 

Genesis 
Or The Formation of the Chosen Nation : Primifrv 

History 

BOOK I. - The Beginnings of Things 

BOOK II. - The Chosen People as a Patriarchal Family 

The Exodus 
Or The Migration of the Chosen Nation to the la111 

of Promise : Constitutional History 

BOOK Ill. - The Migration from Egypt to Sinai 

BOOK IV. - The Thirty-eight Years' Wandering in the Wilderness 



It'll tcronomy 
Or Tbe Farewell of Moses to Israel : Oratory am 

Song 

Or Tbe Cbosen Nation in its Efforts towards a Secular 
Government : /11ciJenta/ History 

BOOK V. _:_The Conquest of Canaan 

BOOK VI. - - The Succession of Judges 

BOOK VII. - The Establishment of Kings and Rise of the Prophetic 
Ordtr 

It l' Kz"ngs 
Or Tbe Chosen Nation under a Kingship side by side 

u.:ith a Theocracy : Regular History 

BOOK VIII. - The Reigns of David and Solomon 

BOOK IX. - The Schism and Kingdoms of Judah and Israel side 
by side 

BuuK X. · --- The Kingdom of Judah to its Captivity 

hf Chronz.cles 
Or Tbe Cbosen Nation reconstituted as the jewislJ 

Churcb 



GENESIS 

OR THE FORMATION OF THE CHOSEN NATION 

BOOK /.-THE BEGINNINGS. OF THINGS 

Story of the Creation 
1 IN the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was 

waste and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep: and the spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters. 

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, 
5 that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called 

the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, one day. 

And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 
divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament, and divided the 
waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firma-

8 ment: and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And there was even
ing and there was morning, a second day. 

And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one 
place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land 
Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that 

II it was good. And God said, Let the earth put forth grass, herb yielding seed, and 
fruit tree bearing fruit after its kind, wherein is the seed thereof, upon the earth: 
and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass,. herb yielding seed after its kind, 
and tree bearing fruit, wherein is the seed thereof, after its kind: and God saw that 
it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, a third day. 

1 4 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the 
day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons and for days and years: 
and let them be for lights in the fi.rmament of the heaven to ~ive light upon the earth: 
and it was so. And God made the two great lights; the greater light to rule the 
day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. And God set them 

18 in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. 

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that 
21 hath life, and let fowl fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. And 

God created the great sea-monsters, and every living creature that moveth, which 
the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kinds, and c !ery win!(ed fowl after 
its kind: and God saw that it was good. And God blessed th~m, saying, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. And 
there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day. 

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after its kinci, cattle, 
and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after its kind: and it was so. And God 
made the beast of the earth after its kind, and the cattle after their kind, and every 
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Period of Formation g.... Gene111a 

thing that creepeth upon the ground e.fter its kind: and God saw that it was good. 
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
.J,@ inion o\'er the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and oYer all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
·\nil God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 27 
and iemale created he them. And God blessed them: and God said unto them, Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion 
111 er I he fo;h of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 
mo1·rth upon the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb yielding 
,eed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit 
pf a tree Yiekling seed; to you it shall be for meat: and to every beast of the earth, 30 
and to c1wy fowl of the ai~, and to every thing that crecpcth upon the earth, wherein 
:!.ere is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw 
"' ery I hing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day. 

:\nd the hca\'en and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on 2 
the se1·enth day God finished his work which he had made; and he rested on the 
seYenth day from all his work which he had made. And Goel blessed the seventh 
<Jar, and hallowed it: because that in it he rested from all his work which God had 
created and made. 

Story of the Temptation in the Garden of Eden 
These are the generations of the heaven and of the earth when they were created, 4 

in the day that the LORD Goel made earth. and heaven. And no plant of the field 
was yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet sprung up: for the LORD God 
had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground; 
but there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground . 
. \nrl the LORD Gori fonned man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 7 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. And the LORD God planted 
a garden eastward, in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had fonned. And 
uut of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, 
3nd good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and e1il. And a ril·er went out of Eden to water the garden; 10 

,ind from thence it was parted, and became four heads. The name of the first is 
l'i,;hon: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 
and the golcl of that land is good: there is bclellium and the onyx btone. And the 
name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasscth the whole land of 
l'u.;h. And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth in front 14 
''f .-\ssyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates. And the LORD God took the man, 
and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the LORD God 
com mane.led the man, sa)ing, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
'•UI of the tree of the knowledge of good and C\il, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 
rlay that thou catest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 18 
niakc him an help meet for him. Ancl out of the ground the LoRD God formed every 
lwa,;t of the lielrl, and c1·cry fowl of the air; and brought them unto the man to sec 
ll'hat he would call them: and whatsoever the man called el'ery living creature, that 
,ras the name thereof. And the man gave names to all cattle, and lo the fowl of the 
:•~r, and to every beast of the field; but for man there was not found an help meet for 
mm. Anrl the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 21 

and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof: and the rib, which 
the LoRll God had taken from the man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the 
man. And the man said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she 

5 
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shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man 
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 

3 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God 
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of 
any tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, Of the fruit of the 
trees of the garden we may eat: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that 
in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as God, know
ing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was r:ood for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was lo be desired to make one wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof, and did cat; and she gave also unto her husband with 

7 her, and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 
And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day: and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lo1m God 
amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God called unto the man, and said 

10 unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that 
thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that 
thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavcst to be with 

13 me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the LORD God said llnto the woman, 
What is this thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and 
I did eat. And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, 
cursed art thou above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly 
shalt thou go, and dust shall thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy 

16 head, and thou shall bruise his heel. Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply 
thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shall bring forth children; and thy 
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, 
Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, 
of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not cat of it: cursed is the ground 
for thy sake; in toil shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles 

19 shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt cat the herb of the field; in the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. And the man called his 
wife's name 'Eve'; because she was the mother of all 'living.' And the Lo RD God 
made for Adam and for his wife coats of skins, and clothed them. 

22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good 
and evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, 
and live for ever: therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, 
to till the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed 
at the east of the garden of Eden the Cherubim, and the flame of a sword which turned 
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

Story of Cain and Abel 
. 4 And the man knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare 'Cain,' and said, 

I have 'gotten' a man with the help of the LORD. And again she bare his brothrr 
Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in 
process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an 
offerii:ig unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock a~d 

6 



Period of Format ion 9<-- Genesis 

of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: buts 
uni<> Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his 
r•Hintenance fell. And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why 
is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if 
r hou doest not well, sin coucheth at the door: and unto thee is its desire, but thou 
slhnilde,;t rule o\-er it. And Cain told Abel his brother. And it came to pass, when B 
they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. And 
ti"· LoRll said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: 
am I my broth~r's keeper? And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy 
hrolher"s blood crieth unto me from the ground. And now cursed art thou from the 
gr1iund, whicl! hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand; 
wll\'n thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a 12 

;·,,_giti\·e and a wanderer shalt thou be in the earth. And Cain said unto the LORD, 
\h· punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, thou hast driven me out this 
.Jay from the face of the ground; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a 
iugitin.· and a wanderer in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that whosoever findeth 
11w >hall slay me. And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, 
m1gcancc shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD appointed a sign for 
Cain, lest any finding him should smite him. 

And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, 16 
111 the cast of Eden. And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: 
ind he buildcd a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his H" t 
«>n. Enoch. And unto Enoch was born Irad: and lrad begat Mehujael: 

19 
ory 

md l\Ichujacl begat Methushael: and l\Iethushael begat Lamech. And Lamech 
look unto him two wives: the name of one was . .\<lah, and the name of the other Zillah . 
. \nd . .\dah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents and have cattle. 20 

\nd his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp 
ind pipe. And Zillah, she also bare Tubal-cain, the forger of every cutting instru
·11ent of brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. And Lamech 
'aid unto his wiYes: · 

Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; 
Ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: 

For I ha,·e slain a man to my wounding, 
And a young man to my hurt: 

If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, "4 
Truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold. 

And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name 'Seth': 
i'nr, said she, God 'hath appointed' me another seed in5tead of Abel; for Cain slew 
:1im. .\nd to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enosh: 
1hen bcga'l men to call upon the name of the LORD. 

Genealogy : The Generations of Adam 
. .t. This is the 

.\d,1m. 
Book o[ the Generations of eight hundred years: anil he hegat sons and 

In the da.' that Cod created man, in the 
!ikenc~s or l~.,d made he him; male and 
ft.male cn:aled he them; and blessed them, 
and rnlkrl their name Adam, in the day 
·dwn tlwv were created. And Adam 
Ji,·,·rl an hunrlrt'd and thirty years, and be
:.!:;1t a son in his own likeness, after his 
rmag.-; and called his name Seth: and the 
•hy.; o[ .\dam a[ter he bcgat Seth were 

7 

daughters. And all the days that Adano 
lived were nine hundred and thirty years: 
and he died. 

And Selh lived an hundred and fin• 6 
years, and begat Enosh: and Seth lived 
aher he hegat Enosh eight hundred and 
seven years, and begat sons and daughters: 
and all the days o[ Seth were nine hundred 
and twelve year> : and he died. 

And Enosh live<l ninety years, and bcgat 9 
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Kenan: and Enosh lived after he begat 
Kenan eight hundred and fifteen years, 
and begat sons and daughters: and all the 
days of Enosh were nine .hundred and five 
years: and he died. 

1~ And Kenan lived seventy years, and begat 
Mahalalcl: and Kenan lived after he begat 
Mahalalel eight hundred and forty years, 
and begat sons and daughters: and all the 
days of Kenan were nine hundred and ten 
years: and he died. 

15 And Mahalalcl lived sixty and five 
years, and begat Jared: and l\Iahalalel 
lived after he bcgat Jared eight hundred 
and thirty years, and begat sons and 
daughters: and all the days of Mahalalel 
were eight hundred ninety and five years: 
and he died. 

18 And Jared lived an hundred sixty and 
two years, and begat Enoch: and Jared 
lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred 
years, and begat sons and daughters: and 
all the days of Jared were nine hundred 
sixty and two years: and he died. 

21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and 
begat Methuselah: and Enoch walked with 
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God after he begot Methuselah three 
hundred years, and begat sons and daugh
ters: and all the days of Enoch were three 
hundred sixty and five years: and Enoch 
walked with God: and he was not; for 
God took him. 

And Methuselah lived an hundred 25 
eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: 
and Methuselah lived after he begat 
Lamech seven hundred eighty and two 
years, and begat sons and daughters: and 
all the days of Methuselah were nine hun
dred sixty and nine years: and he died. 

And Lamech lived an hundred eighty 2 s 
and two years, and begat a son: and he 
called his name 'Noah,' saying, This same 
shall 'comfort' us for our work and for the 
toil of our hands, because of the ground 
which the LORD hath cursed. And Lamech 
lived after he begat Noah five hundrecl 
ninety and five years; and begat sons and 
daughters: and all the days of Lamech 31 
were seven hundred seventy and seven 
years: and he died. 

And Noah was five hundred years old: 
and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

6 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the ground, and 
daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God saw th~ daughters of men that 
they were fair; and they took them wives of all that they chose. And the LORD said, 
My spirit shall not strive with man for ever, for that he also is flesh: yet shall his days 

4 be an hundred and twenty years. The Nephilim were in the earth in those days, and 
also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they 
bare children to them: the same were the mighty men which were of old, the men of 
renown. And the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And 
it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 

7 heart. And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of 
the ground; both man, and beast, and creeping thing, and fowl of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 

Story of the Flood 
9 ':'hese are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, and perfect in 

his generations: Noah walked with God. And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. And the earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence. And God saw the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth. 

13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth 
is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch 
it within and without with pitch. And this is how thou shalt make it: the length of 
the ark three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty 

16 cubits. A light shalt thou make to the ark, and to a cubit shalt thou finish it upward; 
and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, sernncl, and third 
stories shalt thou make it. And I, behold, I do bring the flood of waters upon the 

8 
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ellrth, to destroy all tlesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; every 
thing that is in the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant with thee; 
and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' 
wives with thee. And of everJ lh·ing thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou 19 
[,ring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. Of 
the iowl after their kind, and of the cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of 
thr !(TUUnd after its kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 
:\.nd take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and gather it to thee; and it shall be 
fcir food for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; according to all that God com
manded him, so did he. 

And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for 7 
thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. Of every clean beast thou 
shalt take to thee seven and seven, the male and his female; and of the beasts that are 
not clean two, the male and his female; of the fowl also of the air, seven and seven, 
male and female: to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. For yet seven 
davs. and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every 
li,·ing thing that I ha,·e made will I destroy from oil the face of the ground. Ands 
l\oah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him. 

And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth. 
And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the 
ark, because of the waters of the flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not 
clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the ground, there went in 
two and two unto Noah into the ark, male and female, as God commanded Noah. 
And it came to pass after the seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the 10 

earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seven
teenth day of the month, on the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken 
up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights. In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and 
Japheth, the sons of )loah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, 
into the ark; they, and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their kind, 14 
and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after its kind, and every fowl 
1tfter its kind, every bird of every sort. And they went in unto Noah into the ark, 
two and two of all flesh wherein is the breath of life. And they that went in, went in 
male and female of all flesh, as God commanded him : and the LORD shut him in. 
<\nd the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up 
the ark, and it was lift up above the earth. And the waters prevailed, and increased 19 
greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters. And the 
1.-aters prerniled exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high mountains that were 
under the whole heaven were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters Fievail; 
JnrJ the mountains were covered. And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, 
Loth fowl, and cattle, and beast, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
r •rth, and every man: all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of lire, of all 
that was in the dry land, died. And every living thing was destroyed which was 23 

"pon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and creeping thing, and fowl of 
the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only was left, and 
they that were with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hun
dred and fifty days . 

. And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that wereS 
With him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters as
suaged; the fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and 
thr rain from heaven was restrained; and the waters returned from off the earth 
continually: and after the end of an hundred and fifty days the waters decreased. 
And the ark re6'ed in the ieventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon 4 
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the mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased continually until the tenth 
month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the moun
tains seen. And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window 

7 of the ark which he had made: and he sent forth a raven, and it went forth to and 
fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth. And he sent forth a dove 
from him, to sec if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground; but the 
0ovc found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him to the ark, for 
the waters were on the face of the whole earth: and he put forth his hand, and took 

ro her, and brought her in unto him into the ark. And he stayed yet other seven days; 
and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; and the dove came in to him al even
tide; and, lo, in her mouth an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters 
were abated from off the earth. And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth 

13 the dove; and she returned not again unto him any more. And it came to pass in 
the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters 
were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and 
looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dried. And in the second month, 
on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dry. 

And God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and 
17 thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every lh·ing thing that 

is with thee of all flesh, both fowl, and cattle, and every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and 
multiply upon the earth. And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his 
sons' wives with him: every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, whatsoever 
moveth upon the earth, after their families, went forth out of the 2.rk. 

20 And Noah builded an altar unto the L01w; and took of every clean beast, and of 
every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And the LORD smelled 
the sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground 
any more for man's sake, for that the imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have clone. While 
the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, 

9 and day and night shall not cease. And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto 
them, Be fruitful, anCI multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and the 
dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air; 
with all wherewith the ground teemeth, and all the fishes of the sea, into your hand are 
they delivered. Every moving thing that liveth shall be food for you; as the green 

4 herb have I given you all. But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, 
shall ye not cat. And surely your blood, the blood of your lives, will I require; at 
the hand of every beast will I require it: and at the hand of man, even at the hand of 
every man's brother, will I require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth man's blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man. And you, be 
ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 

s And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, And I, behold, I 
establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; and with every living 
creature that is with you, the fowl, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you; 
of all that go out of the ark, even every beast of the earth. And I will establish my 
covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut oJT any more by the waters of the flood; 

i2 neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. And God said, This is 
the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every li1·ing creature 
that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come to 
pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, and 
I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature 

16 of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. And 
JO 
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the how shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the ever
lasting con~nant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the 
earth. And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant which I have 
,stablished between me and all flesh that is upon the earth . 

. \ml tht> sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and 18 
J.>pheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noah: 
:in,( of these was the whole earth overspread. And Noah began to be an hus- H" t 
IJandman, and planted a vineyard: and he drank of the wine, and was drunken; 

15 
ory 

:1r.d he was uncowrcd within his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the 
nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. And Shem and Japheth 23 
11.,k a gam1ent, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and 
.-ow red the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw 
"''t their father's nakedness. And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his 
youngest son had done unto him. And he said: 

Cursed be Canaan; 
A servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; 
And let Canaan be his servant. 

God enlarge Japheth, 
And let him dwell in the tents of Shem; 

And let Canaan be his servant. 

And Noah li,·ed after the flood three hundred and fifty years. And all the days 28 
1f Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died. 

Genealogy: Generations of the Sons of No~ 
"\"ow these are the generations of the 

'<>ns of Koah, Shem Ham and Japheth: 
1ad unto them were sons born after the flood. 

The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and 
\!agog, and :Vladai, and Javan, and Tubal, 
1nrl '.\Icshcch, and Tiras. And the sons of 
, .omcr; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and 
fo~armah. And the sons of Javan; 
1-.li.;hah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Doda
nim. Of these were the isles of the nations 
J11·idcd in their lands, every one after his 
1Jngue; after their families, in their nations. 

And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Miz
r.iim, and Put, and Canaan. And the sons 
,f Cush; S1·ba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, 
1nrl Raamah, and Sabteca: and the sons 
,f Raamah; Sheba, and Dcdan. And 
r u;h bq~at "\"imrod: he began to be a 
:nighty one in the earth. He was a mighty 
l1>rntcr before the LORD: wherefore it is 
·'lid, Like '.'\imrod a mighty hunter before 
lhc LORD. And the beginning of his 
kin~rlom was Babel, and Erech, and Acrad, 
""d Calneh, in the lanrl of Shinar. Out 
,,f that land he went forth into Assyria, 
1n1l builded Nineveh, and Rehoboth-Ir, 

II 

and Calah, and Resen between Nineveh 12 

and Calah (the same is the great city). 
And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, 
and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, and Path
rusim, and Casluhim (whence went forth 
the Philistines); and Caphtorim. 

And Canaan begat Zidon [his firstborn, 15 
and Heth; and the Jebusite, and the Amo
rite, and the Girgashite; and the Hivite, 
and the Arkite, and the Sinite; and the 
Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hama
thitc: and afterward were the families of 
the Canaanite spread abroad. And the 19 
border of the Canaanite was from Zidon, 
as thou goest toward Cerar unto Ga?.a; 
as thou goes! towhrd Sodom and Gomorrah 
and Admah and Zeboiim, unto Lasha. 
These arc the sons of Ham, after their 
families, after their tongues, in their lands, 
in their nations. 

And unto Shem, the father of all the 21 

children of Eber, the elder brother of 
Japheth, to him also were children born. 
The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and 
Arpachshad, and Lud, anrl A ram. And the 
sons of Aram; Uz, and Hui, and Gethcr, 
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and Mash. And Arpachshad begat She-
25 lab; and Shelah begat Eber. And unto 

Eber were born two sons: the name of the 
one was Peleg; for in his clays was the earth 
divided; and his brother's name was 
Joktan. And Joktan begat Almodad, 
and Shcleph, and Hazannaveth, and Jcrah; 
and Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah; 

28 and Obal, and Abimacl, and Sheba; and 
Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab; all these 
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were the sons of Joktan. And their 
dwelling was from Mcsha, as thou goes! 
toward Sephar, the mountain of the cast. 
These arc the sons of Shem, after their 
families, aflcr their tongues, in their lanrls, 
after their nations. 

These arc the families of the sons of 32 

Noah, after their generations, in their na
tions: and of these were the nations divided 
in the earth after the Jlood. 

11 And the whole earth was of one language and of one speech. And it came t: 
pass, as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they 
dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them 
throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they 
said, Go to, let us build us a city, and a lower, whose top may reach unto heaven, 
and let us make us a name; 'lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of ihe whole 

5 earth. And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of 
men builded. And the LORD said, Behold, they arc one people, and they have all one 
language; and this is what they begin to do: and now nothing will be withholdcn 
from them, which they purpose to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound 
their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So the LORD 

scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off 
9to build the city. Therefore was the name of it called 'Babel'; because the LORD 

did there 'confound' the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD 

scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

Genealogy : The Generations of Shem 

ro These are the generations of Shem. 
Shem was an hundred years ol<l, an<l bcgat 
Arpachshad two years after the flood: and 
Shem lived after he begat Arpachshad five 
hundred years, and begat sons and daugh
ters. 

12 And Arpachshad lived five and thirty 
years, and begat Shelah: and Arpachshad 
lived after he begat Shelah four hundred 
and three years, an<l begat sons and 
daughters. 

14 And Shelah lived thirty years, and begat 
Eber: and Shelah lived after he begat Eber 
four hundred and three years, and begat 
sons and daughters. 

r6 And Eber lived four and thirty years, and 
begat Peleg: an<l Eber lived after he begat 
Peleg four hundred and thirty years, and 
begat sons and daughters. 

r8 And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat 
Reu: and Peleg lived after he begat Reu 
two hundred and nine years, and begat sons 
and daughters. 

20 And Reu lived two and thirty years, and 
begat Serug: and Reu lived after he begat 
Serug two hundred and seven years, and 
begat sons and daughters. 

22 And Serug lived thirty years, and bcgat 
12 

Nabor: and Serug lived after he bcgat 
Kahor two hundred years, and bcgat sons 
and daughters. 

And Nabor lived nine and twenty years,~ 
and begat Terah; and Nahor lived after 
he begat Terah an hundred and nineteen 
years, and begat sons and daughters. 

And Terah lived seventy years, and begat 
Abram, Nabor, and Haran. 

Now these are the generations of Terah. 27 
Terah begat Abram, Nabor, and Haran; 
and Haran begat Lot. And Haran died in 
the presence of his father Temh in the land 
of his nativity, in Ur of the Chal<lees. And 29 
Abram and Nahor took them wives: tlw 
name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the 
name of Nahor's wife, Mi!cah, the daugh•('r 
of Haran, the father of ·Milcah, and t':c 
father of Iscah. And Sarai was barn n; 
she had no child. And Terah took Abram 31 
his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his son's 
son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son 
Abram's wife; and they went forth with 
them from Ur of the Clrnldees, to go into 
the land of Canaan; and they came unto 
Haran, and dwelt there. An<l the days of 32 
Terah were two hundred and five years: 
and Tera h died in Haran. 
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BOOK II. - THE CHOSEN PEOPLE AS A PATRIARCHAL FAMILY 

Story of the Call of Abraham 
Now the LORD said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 12 

kindred, and from thy father's house, unto the land that I will shew thee: and I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and be 
thou a blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee will I 
cues~: .and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed. So Abram went, as the 4 
Loi'.l' had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five 
wars old when he departed out of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot 
his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that 
they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and 
into the land of C:inaan they came . 

. \nd Abram passed through the land unto the place of Shechem, unto the oak of 6 
~Ioreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. And the LORD appeared unto 
Abram, and said, l'nto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar 
unto the LoR!\ who appeared unto him. And he remO\·ed from thence unto the 
mountain on the east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-cl on the west, 
and .\ion the cast: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the 
name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South. 

Story of Sarai and Pharaoh 

And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn 10 

therc; for the famine was sore in the land. And it came to pass, when he was come 
near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that 
thou an a fair woman to look upon; and it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall 
see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save 
thee ali\·e. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy 
sake, and that my soul may live because of thee. And it came to pass, that, when 14 
Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very 
!:iir. And the princes of Pharaoh saw her, and praised her to Pharaoh: and the 
woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. And he entreated Abram well for her sake: 
and he had sheep, and oxen, and he-asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and 
she-as11es, and camels. And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great 
plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife. And Pharaoh called ,_bram, and said, rB 
What is this that thou hast done unto me? whv didst thou not tell me that she 
was thy wife? Why saidst thou, She is my si;ter? so that I took her to be my 
l<'ife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. And Pharaoh gave 
men charge concerning him: and they brought him on the way, and his wife, and all 
that he had. 

Abraham and Lot: Story of the Raid on Sodom 

And :>bram went up out of Egypt, he, anrl his wife, and all that he had, and Lot 13 
.. ~th him, into the South. And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 
:\nd he Wl'nl on his journeys from the South even to Beth-el, unto the place where his 
tent had been at the beginning, between Beth-cl and Ai; unto the place of the altar, 
which he hari made there at the first: and there Abram called on the name of the 
LORD. And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 5 
And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their 
~ubstance was great, so that they could not dwell together. And there was a strife 
between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmeh of Lot's cattle: and the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. And Abram said unto Lot, 

13 
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Let there he no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmcn and 
9 thy herdmen; for we are b~cthren. !s not the whole land before thee? separate thy

scl~, I pray thee, fro~ me: 1f thou Wiit t~ke the left hand .• then I will go to the right; 
or 1f thou take the nght hand, then l will go to the left. And Lot lifted up his eyes 
and beheld all the Plain of Jordan, that !twas well watered eYerywhere, Lefore th~ 
LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of the LoRD, like the Janel of 
~gypt, as thou goes! unto Zoar. So Lot chose him all the Plain of Jordan; an cl Lot 

12 journeyed cast: and they separated themseh·es the one from the other. Abram 
dwelled b the land of Canaan, and Lot dwclled in the cities of the Plain. and moved 
his tent as far as Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners against 
the LORD exceedingly. And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated 
from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, northward 
and southward and eastward and westward: for all the land which thou sees! to 

16 thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dus't of 
the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also 
be numbered. Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth 
of it; for unto thee will I give it. And Abram moved his tent, and came and dwelt 
by the oaks of Mamre, which arc in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD. 

14 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphcl king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ella-
sar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, that they made war with 
Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and 
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar). All these joined 
together in the vale of Siddim (the same is the Salt Sea). Twelve years they served 

5 Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. And in the fourteenth 
year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaim 
in Ashteroth-karnaim, and the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 
and the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the wilderness. And 
they returned and came to En-mishpat (the same is Kadcsh), and smote all the 
country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazazon-tamar. 

8 And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of 
Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar); and they 
set the battle in array against them in the vale of Siddim; against Chedorlaomer 
king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch 
king of Ellasar; four kings against the five. Now the vale of Siddim was full of slime 
pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and they fell there, and thiy that 

11 remained fled to the mountain. And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and all their victuals and went their way. And they took Lot, Abram's brother's 
son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. And there came one that had 
escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew: now he dwelt by the oaks of Mamre the Amo rite, 
brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner; and these were confederate with Abram. 

14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he led forth his trained 
men, born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued as far as Dan. 
And he divided himself against them by night, he and his servants, and smote them, and 
pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. And he brought 
back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the 
women also, and the people. 

17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, after his return from the slaughter 
of Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him, at the vale of Shaveh (the same 
is the King's Vale). And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: 
and he was priest of God Most High. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be 
Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth: and blessed be God l\[o,t 
High, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him a lPnth 

21 of all. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the 
14 
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~.,0ds to thyself. And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand 
unto the LORI\ Goel l\[ost High, possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take 
a threaLl nor a shoclatchet nor aught that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made 
.lhram rich: save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the 
111 ,·n which went with me; Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, let them take their portion. 

Story of Sarai, Hagar, and the Promised Seed 

After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, 15 
Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said, 
l J Lord Gon, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and he that shall be pos
<'-<or of mv house is Dammesek Eliezer? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast 
~i·:cn no seed: ancl, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the word 
,j the LORD came unto him, saving, This man shall not be thine heir; but he that 
,iJall come forth out of thine o..;,n bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him s 
forth abroad, ancl said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able 
lu tdl them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the 
LoKn: and he counted it to him for righteousness. And he said unto him, I am the 
l.rrn11 that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 
\nd he said, 0 Lord Goo, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? And hes 
-a11I unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, 
'""a ram oi three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he took him 
111 these, and di,·ided them in the midst, and laid each half over against the other: 
ll\11 the birds divided he not. And the birds of prey came down upon the carcases, 
rnd .\bram drove them away. And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 
Jp<>n :\bram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. And he said unto 13 
\lrram, !\.now <lf a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, 
rnd shall sen·e them ; and they shall aftlict them four hundred years; and also that 
11ation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with 
~rC'at substance. But thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in 
1 good ol<l age. And in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the 
,,,:.juity of the Amorite is not yet full. And it came to pass, that, when the sun went 17 
,J, wn, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a flaming torch that passed 
IA·\ween these pieces. In that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, 
l ntn thy seed ha,·c I gh·en this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, 
rl,, rfrer Euphrates: the Kenite, and the Kenizzite, and the Kadmonite, and the 
Hittite, an<\ the Perizzite, and the Rephaim, and the Amcrite, and the Canaanite, 
can<l the Girgashite, and the Jebusite. 

~ow Sarai Ahram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an 16 
l·,!!\·ptian, whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the 
!.•,RD hath restrained me from bearing; go in, I pray thee, unto my handmaid; it 
n1,n· be that I shall obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of 
""rai. :\nd Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar the Egyptian, her handmaicl, after 
\Lram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to Abram her husband 
'" I"' his wift-. And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw 4 
11 .. 1t she hacl concciwd, her mistress was despised in her eyes. And Sarai said unto 
\i,ram, :\!y wronJ!: he upon thee: I gave my handmaid into thy bosom; and when 
-hi' .;;iw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes; the LoRD judge between 
rn<· and thee. But Ahram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; do 
1
'' htr that which is good in thine eyes. And Sarai dealt hardly with her, and she fled 

11'.'m her face. And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the7 
wilderness, 1,y the fountain in the way to Shur .• And he said, Hagar, Sara i's hand
m:url, whence earnest thou? and whither goest thou? And she said, I flee from the 

I.~ 
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face of my mistress Sarai. And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy 
ro mistress, and submit thyself under her hands. And the angel of the LORD said unto 

her, I will greatly multiply thy seed, that it shall not be numbered for multitude. 
And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear 
a son; and thou shalt call his name 'Ishmael,' because the LORD hath 'heard' thy 
affliction. And he shall be as a wild-ass among men; his hand shall be against ev~ry 
man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of di 

13 his brethren. And she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou art a 
God that seeth: for she said, Have I even here looked after him that seeth me? 
Wherefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 
And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called the name of his son, which Hagar 
bare, Ishmael. And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ish
mael to Abram. 

17 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I 
will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedini:ly. 
And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, As for me, behold, 
my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be the father of a multitude of nations. 

5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 
for the father of a multitude of nations have I made thee. And I will make thee 
exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 
And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee through
out their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy 

a seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land of thy 
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their 
God. And God said unto Abraham, And as for thee, thou shalt keep my covenant, 
thou, and thy seed after thee throughout their generations. This is my covenant, 
which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; every male among 
you shall be circumcised. And ye shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; 

12 and it shall be a token of a covenant betwixt me and you. And he that is eight days old 
shall be circumcised among you, every male throughout your generations, he that is 
born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 
He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be 
circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 
And the uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that 
soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. 

15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name 
Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. And I will bless her, and moreover I will give 
thee a son of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings 
of peoples shall be of her. Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said 
in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall 

18 Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? And Abraham said unto God, Oh that Ish
mael might live before thee! And God said, Nay, but Sarah thy wife shall bear thee 
a son; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him 
for an everlasting covenant for his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard 
thee: behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him 
exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 

21 But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this 
set time in the next year. And he left off talking with him, and God went up from 
Abraham. And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, 
and all that were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's 
house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said 

24 unto him. And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised 
16 
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in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. In the selfsame day-was Abraham circum
cised, and Ishmael his son. And all the men of his house, those born in the house, 
and those bough, with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him. 

Story of the Judgement on Sodom 

And the LoRDappeared unto him by the oaks of Mani.re, ash~ sat :n the tent door 18 
in the heat of the day; and he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood 
orer against him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, 
and lx)wed himself to the earth, and said, My lord, if now I have found favour in thy 
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: let now a little water be fetched, 
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: and I will fetch a morsel of 5 
bread, and comfort ye your heart; after that ye shall pass on: forasmuch as ye are 
come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. And Abraham hast
ened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine 
meal, knead it, and make cakes. And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a 
calf tender and good, and gave it unto the serrnnt; ;md he hasted to dress it. And B 
he 10ok butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; 
and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. And they said unto him, 
Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. And he said, I will 
certainly return unto thee when the season cometh round; and, lo, Sarah thy wife 
shall have a son. And Sarah heard in the tent door, which was behind him. Now 
Abraham and Sarah were old, and well stricken in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah 
after the manner of women. And Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am 12 

waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? And the LORD said unto 
Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which 
am old? Is any thing too hard for the LORD? _ At the set time I will return unto 
thee, when the season cometh round, and Sarah shall have a son. Then Sarah denied, 
saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh. 

And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham 16 
went with them to bring them on the way. And the LORD said, Shall I hide from 
Abraham that which I do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I have 
known him, to the end that he may command his children and his household after 
him, that they may keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgement; to the end 
that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. And 20 

the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their 
sin is very· grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. And the 
men turned from thence, and went toward Sodom: hut Abraham stood yet before 
the LORD. And Abraham drew near, !nd said, Vv'ilt thou consume the righteous with 23 
the wicked) Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: \'·ilt thou con
sume and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? That be far 
from th<'C to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that so the 
righteous should be as the wicked; that be far from thee: shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right? And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within 
the city, then I will spare all the place for their sake. And Abraham answered and 27 

>aid, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but 
rlust anrl ashes: peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou 
rlcstroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, I will not destroy it, if I find there 
forty and five. And he spake unto him yet again, and sai<l, Peradventure there shall 
be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for the forty's sake. And he 
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said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: peradventure there shall thirty 
31 be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. And he said, 

Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord: peradventure there 
shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for the twenty's 
sake. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this 
once: peradyenture ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for 
the ten's sake. And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with 
Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 

19 And the two angels came to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: 
and Lot saw them, and rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face to 
the earth; and he said, Behold now, my lords, turn aside, I pray you, into your ser
vant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and 
go on your way. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. And 
he urged them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; 

4 and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat. But 
before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, com passed the 
house round, both young and old, all the people from every quarter; and they called 
unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the .men which came in to thee this night? 
bring them out unto us, that we may know them. And Lot went out unto them to the 

7 door, and shut the door after him. And he said, I pray you, my brethren, do not so 
wickedly. Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, 
I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only 
unto these men do nothing; forasmuch as they are come under the shadow of my roof. 
And they said, Stand back. And they said, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and 
he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And 

ro they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and drew near to break the door. But the 
men put forth their hand, and brought Lot into the house to them, and shut to the 
door. And they smote the men tl.c.at were at the door of the house with blindness, 
both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door. And the men 
said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, 
and whomsoever thou hast in the city; bring them out of the place: for we will de
stroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the LoRn; and the LORD 

r4 hath sent us to destroy it. And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in Jaw, which 
married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will 
destroy the city. But he seemed unto his sons in law as one that mocked. And 
when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, 
and thy two daughters which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the 

r6 city. But he lingered; and the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of 
his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: 
and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. And it came to pass, 
when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not 
behind thee, neither stay thou in all the Plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be 

r8 consumed. And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my lord: behold now, thy servant 
hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast 
shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest eYil 
overtake me, and I die: behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: 
Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a 'little' one?) and my soul shall live. And he 
said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, th~t I will not 

22 overthrow the city of which thou hast spoken. Haste thee, escape thither? for I 
cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was 
called 'Zoar.' The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot came unto Zoar. Then 
the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD 
out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities, and all the Plain, and all the inhabitants 
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of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife looked back from 20 
behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. And Abraham gat up early in the morn
in" lo the place where he had stood before the LORD: and he looked toward Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the Plain, and beheld, and, Io, the smoke 
oi the land went up as the smoke of a furnace. 

And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain, that Go.-! re- 29 
membered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the o\"crthrow, when he over
threw the cities in the which Lot dwelt. And Lot went up out of Zoar, and H' 
dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell istory 
in Zoar: and he dwelt in a ca\"e, he and his two daughters. And the firstborn said 
unto the youn11:er, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in 
unto us after the manner of all the earth: come, let us make our father drink wine, 3~ 
and we will lie with him, that we may preser\"e seed of our father. And they made 
their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; 
and he knew not when she lay down, nor when she arose. And it came lo pass on the 
morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my 
father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, 
that we may preserve seed of our father. And they made their father drink wine that 35 
ni,ght also: and the younger arnse, and lay with him; and he knew not when she lay 
down, nor when she arose. Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their 
father. And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name l\Ioab: the same is the 
father of the Moabites unto this day. And the younger, she also bare a son, and called 
his name Ben-ammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day. 

Story of Abimelech and Sarah 
And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the land of the South, and dwelt 20 

between Kadesh and Shur; and he sojourned in Gerar. And Abrahan} said of Sarah 
his wife, She is my sister: and Abirnelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah. But 
God came to :\bimelech in a dream of the night, and said to him, Behold,. thou art 
L11t a dead man, because of the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's 
wife. Now Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay even 
a righteous nation? Said he not himself unto me, She is my sister? and she, even 5 
s!:e herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and the innocency of 
my hands have I done this. And God .,aid unto him in the dream, Yea, l know that 
in the integrity of thy heart thou hast done this, and I also withheld thee from sinning 
a:,:ainst me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her. Now therefore restore the 
man's wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and 
ii thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are 
thine. And Ahimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told s 
al: these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid. Then Abimelech called 
.\liraham, and said unto him, What hast thou done unto us? and wherein have I 
·11rned against thee, that thou hast brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? 
tli .. u hast done deeds unto me that ought not to be done. And Ahimelech said unto 
\liraham, \\"hat sawcst thou, that thou hast done this thing? And Abraham said, 11 

lkrause I thou).(hl, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me 
lor my wife's sake. And moreowr she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father, 
11111 not the daughter of my mother; and she became my wife: and it came to pass, 
~1·hen God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said unto her, This 
1; thy kindness which thou shalt shew u'nto me; at every place whither we shall come, 
.o~y of me, He is my brother. And Abimelech took sheep and .:>xen, and menservants q 
and womenservants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife. 
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And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is before thee: dwell where it pleaseth thee. 
And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver: 
behold, it is for thee a covering of the eyes to all that are with thee; and in respect of 

17 all thou art righted. And Abraham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, 
and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare children. For the LORD had fast 
closed up all the wombs of the house of Abimelcch, because of Sarah Abraham's 
wife. 

Story of the Birth of Isaac and Casting off of Ishmael 
21 .\nd the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he 

had spoken. And Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set 
time of which Gori had spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son 
that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised 

5 his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had rnmmanded him. And Abra
ham was an hundred years old, when his son 'Isaac' was born unto him. And Sarah 
said, God hath made me to 'laugh'; every one that heareth will 'laugh' with me. 
And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should give children 
suck? for I have borne him a son in his old age. 

8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast on the 
day that Isaac was weaned. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which 
she had borne unto Abraham, mocking. \Vherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast 
out this bondwoman and her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be hei.r 
with my son, even with Isaac. And the thing was very griPvous in Abraham's sight 

12 on account of his son. And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy 
sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah saith unto 
thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. And also of the 
son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed. And Abraham 
rose up early in the morning, and took bread and a bottle of water, and gave it unto 
Hagar, putting it on her.shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, 

15 and wandered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. And the water in the bottle was spen~ 
and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. And she went, and sat her down over 
against him a good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not look 
upon the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, anrl 
wept. And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar 
out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath 

18 heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine 
hand; for I will make him a great nation. And God opened her eyes, and she saw 
a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink. 
And God was with the lad, and he grew; and he dwelt in the wilderness, and became 
an archer. And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: and his mother took him a wife 
out of the land of Egypt. 

22 And it came to pass at that time, that Abirnelech and Phicol the captain of his 
host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all that thou doest: now there
H. t fore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal falselv with me, nor 

15 
ory with my son, nor with my son's son: but according to the kindness that I 

have done unto thee, thou shalt do "';to me, and to the land wherein thou hast so-
25 journed. And Abraham said, I will swear. And Abraham reproved Abimelcch 

because of the well of water, which Abimelech's servants had \"iolently taken away. 
And Abimelech said, I know not who hath done this thing: neither didst thou tell 
me, neither yet heard I of it, but to-day. Arid Abraham took sheep and oxen, and 
gave them unto Abimelech; and they two made a covenant. And Abraham set 

29 seven e·.ve lambs of the flock by themselves. And Abimelech said unto Abraham, 
30 
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\\'hat mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves? And he said .. 
These sewn ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that it may be a witness unto me, 
that I ha Ye digger! this well. Wherefore he called that place 'Beer-sheba'; because 
there the\" 'swarc' both of them. So they made a covenant at Beer-sheba: and 
Ahimelerh rose up, and Phirol the captain of his host, and they returned into the land 
of the Philistines. And Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and called 33 
there on the name of the ~-ORD, the Everlasting God. And Abraham sojourned in 
the land of the Philistines many days. 

Story of the Offering of Isaac 

And it came to pass after these things, that Goel did prove Abraham, and said unto 22 
nim, Abraham; and he said, Here am I. And he said, Take now thy son, thine only 
son, whom thou loYest, e\•en Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer 
him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 
An<l .\hraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his 
young men with him, and Isaac his son; an<l he clave the wood for the burnt offering, 
un<l rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. On the third day -1 

.Abraham lifter! up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said unto his 
young men, Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we 
will worship, and come again to you. And Abraham took the· wood of the burnt 
offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife; 
and they went both of them together. And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, 7 
anrl said, ~1y father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold, the fire 
and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abraham said, 
God will proYide himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son: so they went both 
of them together. And they came to the place which God had told him of; and 
Ahraham huilt the altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, 
and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And Ahraham stretched forth his hand, 10 

and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of 
heaYcn, and said, Ahraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay 
nnt thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know 
that thou fearcst (-;od, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. 
Anrl :\braham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught 13 
i'.l the thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up 
fqr a burnt offering in the stead of his son. And Abraham called the name of that 
place 'Jehornh-jireh': as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be 
· prm·idcd.' And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham a second time out of 
hcaYen, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, because thou hast done this 
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing I will bless thee, 17 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand 
"hi ch is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and 
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blesse,d; because thou hast obeyed 
rny mice. So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went 
together to Bcer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

Genealogy : The Kindred of Abraham 
And it came to pass after these things, 

that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, 
'>lilcah, she also hath borne children unto 
th'· brother '.\fahor; l'z his firstborn, and 
Ruz his brother, and Kemuel the father of 
Arnm; and Chescd,and Hazo, and Pildash, 

21 

and Jidlaph, and Bethuel. And Bethuel 23 
begat Rebekah: these eight did Milrah 
bear to Nahor, Abraham's brother. And 
his concubine, whose name was Rcumah, 
she also bare T cbah, and. Gahnm, and 
Tahash, and Maacah. 
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Story of the Burial of Sarah 
23 And the life of Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years: these were 

!he years of the life of Sarah. And Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (the same is Hebron), 
m the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 
Ana Abraham rose up from before his dead, and spake unto the children of Heth, 
saying, I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a burying-

.5 pla.-~ with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight. And the children of Heth 
answered Abraham, saying unto him, Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince 
among us: in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold 
from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. And Abraham rose 

B up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, even to the children of Heth. And 
he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that I should bury my dead 
out of my sight, hear me, and intreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, that he may 
give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of his field; for 
the full price let·him give it to me in the midst of you for a possession of a hurying-

10 place. Now Ephron was sitting in the midst of the children of Heth: and Ephron 
the Hittite answered Abraham in the audience of the children of Heth, even of all 
that went in at the gate of his city, saying, Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I 
thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence of the sons of my" 
people give I it theo: bury thy dead. And Abraham bowed himself down before the 

13 people of the land. And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the 
land saying, llut if thou wilt, I pray thee, hear me: I will give the price of the field; 
take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. And Ephron answered Abraham, say
ing unto him, My lord, hearken unto me: a piece of land worth four hundred shekels 

r6 of silver, what is that betwixt me and thee? bury therefore thy dead. And Abraham 
hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had 
named in the audience of the children of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, cur!'ent 
money with the merchant. So the field of Ephron, which was in J\Iachpclah, which was 
before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that were 

rB in the field, that were in all the border thereof round about, were made sure unto 
Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before all that went 
in at the gate of his city. And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave 
of the field of Machpelah before J\Iamre (the same is Hebron), in the land of Canaan. 
And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a pos
session of a buryingplace by the children of Heth. 

Story of the Wooing of Rebekah 
24 And Abraham was old, and ~ell stricken in age: and the LORD had blessed 

Abraham in all things. And Abraham said unto his servant, the elder of his house, 
that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: and I 
will make thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that 
thou ~halt not take a w:fe for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among 

4 whom I dwell: but thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a 
wife for my son Isaac. And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman 
will not be willing lo follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto 
the land from whence thou earnest? And Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that 

7 thou bring not my son thither again. The LORD, the God of heaven, that took me 
from my father's house, and from the land of my nativity, and that spake unto me, 
and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send- his 
angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife for my son from thence. And if the 
woman be not willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath; only 
thou shall not bring my son thither again. And the servant put his hand under the 
thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him concerning this matter. 

22 
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And the servant look ten camels, of thr camels of his master, and departed; having 10 

all goodly things of his master's in his hand: and he arose, and went to .Mesopotam!a, 
unto the city of Nahor. And he made the camels to kneel down without the city 
bv the well .of water at the time of evening, the time that women go out to draw 
";ater. .\nd he said, 0 LoRD, the God of my master Abraham, send me, I pray thee, 
•!nod speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, I 13 
~tand by the fountain of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to 
draw water: and let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down 
thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, D!·ink, and I will give 
thv camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appomte<l for thy servant 
l>aac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. 
And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, 15 
who was born to Bcthuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, 
with her pitcher upon her shoulder. And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a 
Yirgin, neither had any man known her: and she went down to the fountain, and 
filled her pitcher, and came up. And the serrnnt ran to meet her, and said, Give 
me to drink, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher. And she said, Drink, my lord: 18 
an<l she hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. And 
when she had d@e gfring him drink, she said, I will draw for thy camels also, until 
they have done drinking. And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, 
and ran again unto the well to draw, and drew for all his camels. And the man looked 
stedfastly on her; holding his peace, to know whether the LORD had made his journey 
prosperous or not. And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the 22 

man took a golrlcn ring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of 
ten shekels weight of gold; and said, Whose <laughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. 
Is there room in thy father's house for us to lodge in? And she said unto him, I am 
the daughter of Bethuel the son of l\Iilcah, which she bare unto Nahor. She said 2s 
moreO\·er unto him, \\'e have both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. 
And the man .bowed his head, and worshipped the LORD. And he said, Blessed be 
the LoRD, the God of my master Abraham, who hath not forsaken his mercy and 
his truth toward my master: as for me, the LORD hath led me in the way lo the house 
of my master's brethren. 

And the damsel ran, and told her mother's house according lo these words. And 28 
l<cbckah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, 
unto the fountain. And it came to pass, when he saw the ring, and the bracelets 
upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, 
Thus spake the man unto me; that he came unto the man; and, behold, he stood by 
the camels al the fountain. And he said, Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; where· 3, 
fore standest thou without? for I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. 
:\nd the man came into the house, and he ungirded the camels; and he gave straw 
and pnn·endcr for the tamels, and water to wash his feet and the men's feel that were 
with him. And there was set meat before him to cat: but he said, I will not eat, 
until I haw told mine errand. And he said, Speak on. And he said, I am Abraham's 34 
servant. :\nd the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: 
and he hath gin·n him flocks and herds, and silver and gold, and menservants an<I 
maidscn·anb, and camels and asses. And Sarah my master's wife bare a son lo 
my master when she was olcl: and unto him hath he given a:I that he hath. And 
my master made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife for my son of the 
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I cl well: but thou shalt go unto my 38 
f.uher's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son. And I said unto 
my master, l'craclventure the woman will not follow me. And he said unto me, 
The LoRD, before whom I walk, will send his angel witr thee, am! prosper thy 
way; and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and of my father's house: 
then shalt thou be clear from my oath, when thou comest to my kindred; and if they 

2.l 
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42 give her not to thee, thou she.It be clear from my oath. And I came this day untr 
the fountain, and said, 0 LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now thou do 
prosper my way which I go: behold, I stand by the fountain of water; and let it 
come to pass, that the maiden which cometh forth to draw, to whom I shall say, Give 
me, I pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink; and she shall say to me Both 
drink thou, and I will also draw for thy camels: let the same be the w:iman 'whom 

45 the LORD hath appointed for my master's son. And before I had done speaking 
in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulde;·; and she 
went down unto the fountain, and drew: and I said unto her, Let me drin~, I pray 
thee. And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, 
Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: so I drank, and she made the camels 
drink also. And I asked her,.and said, Whose daughter art thou? And she said, The 
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and I put the ring 

4a upon her nose, and tht> bracelets upon her hands. And I bowed my head, and· wor
shipped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, which bad 
led me in the right way to take my master's brother's daughter for his son. And now 
if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that I may 
tum to the right hand, or to the left. Then L:iban and Bethuel answered and said, The 

51 thing proceedeth from the LORD: we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. Behold, 
Rebekah is· before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's wife, as the 
LORD hath spoken. And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant heard their 
words, he bowed himself down to the earth unto the LORD. And the servant brought 
forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave the1n to Rebekah: be 
gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things. 

54 And they did eat and .drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all 
night; and they rose up in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my master. 
And her brother and her mother Silid, Let the damsel abide with us a few days, a: 
the least ten; after that she shall go. And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing 
the LORD hath prospered my way; send me away that I may go to my.master. And 

58 they said, We will call the damsel, and inquire at her mouth. And they called 
Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. 
And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nur>e, and Abraham's servant, 
and his men. And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Our sister, be thou the 
mother of thousands of ten thousands, and let thy seed possess the gates of those 

61 which hate them. And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the 
camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
And Isaac came from the way of Beer-lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the land of the 
South. And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted 
up his eyes, and saw, and, behold, there were camels coming. And Rebekah lifted 

65 up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, s:1~ lighted off the camel. And she said unto 
the servant, 'Vhat man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant 
said, It is my master: and she took her veil, and covered herself. And the servant 
told Isaac all the things that he had done. And Isaac brought her into his mother 
Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac 
was comforted after his mother's death. 

Genealogy : Descendants of Abraham by Keturah 
25 And Abraham took another wife, and her and Abida, and Eldaah. All the3e were 

name was Keturah. And she bare him the children of Keturah. And Abraham 
Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and gave all that he had unto Isaac. But 6 
Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. And unto the sons of the concubines, which 
Jokshan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And the Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts; and he 
sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and Letu- sent them away from Isaac his son, wh.ile 

4 shim, and Leummim. And the sons of he vet lived, eastward, UI!IO the east 
Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, ccuntry. 

24 
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And these are the days of the years of Abraham's life which he live<;!, an hundred 
a threescore and fifteen years. And Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good 

old a~, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people. And Isaac 
and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of u· t 
Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre; the field which 19 ory 
ALraharn purchased of the children of Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarai: 

11 hi3 wife. And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed Isaac 
hiss:;:, and Isaac dwelt by Beer-lahai-roi. 

Genealogy: Generations of Ishmael and of Isaac 

:2 Now these are the generations of Ish
mael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the 
J-;g,·ptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto 
. .\braham: and these arc the names of the 
sons of Ishmael, by their names, according 
to their generations: the firstborn of Ish
mael, Kebaioth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, 

4 and Mibsam, arid l\Iishma, and Dumah, 
and ~Iassa; Hadad, and Terna, Jctur, 
_'/aphish, and l\:edcmah: these are the 
sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, 
by their villages. and by their encampments; 
tweh·e princes according to their nations. 

And these are the years of the life of Ish- 17 
macl, an hur.drcd and thirty and seven 
years: and he gave up the ghost and died; 
and was gathered unto his peopie. And 
they dwelt from Ha vilah unto Shur that is 
before Egypt, as thou goest loward Assyria: 
he abode in the presence of all his brethren. 

And these arc the generations of Isaac, 19 
Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac: 
and Isaac was forty years old when he took 
Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the 
Syrian of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban 
the Syrian, to be his wife. 

r A~ Isaac intreated the LoRD for his wife, because she was barren; and the 
LORD was intreated of him, aild Rebekah his wife conceived. And the children 
strug?;led together within her; and she said, If it be so, wherefore am I thus? And 
she went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD said unto her, 

Two nations are in thy womb, 
And two peoples shall be separated e\·en from thy bowels: 

And the one people shall be slrod'ger than the other people; 
And the elder shall serve the younger. 

1 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her 
womb. And the first came forth red, all over like an hairy l(arrnent; and they called 
his name Esau. And after that came forth his brother, and his hand had hold on 
Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when 
she bare them. And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a roan of the 

l held; and Jarnb was a plain man, dwelling in tents. Now Isaac loved Esau, because 
he did cat of his wnison: ancl Rebekah loved Jacob. And Jacob sod pottal(e: 
and Esau came in from the field, and he was faint: and Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, 
I pray thee, with that same 'red' pottage; for I am faint: therefore was his namf' 
called 'Edom.' And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. And Esau said, 
Br· hold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall the birthright do to me? And 
Jacob said, Swear lo me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright 
unto Jacob. And Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils; and he did eat and 
rlrink, anrl rose up, and went his way: so Esau despised his birthright. 

And there was a famine in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of 
Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philistines unto Gerar. 
And the LORD appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt; dwell in the 
lanrl which I shall tell thee of: sojourn in this lanrl. and I will be with thee, and will 
L!ess thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seC"d, I will give a.II these lands, and I will 
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4 establish the oalh which I sware unto Abraham thy father; and I will multiply thy 
seed as the stars of heaven, and will 11:ive unto thy seed all these lands; and in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because that Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws. 

6 . And Isaac dwelt in Gerar: and the men of the place asked him of his wife; and 
he said, She is my sister: for he feared to say, l\ly wife; lest, said he, the m"?n of the 
place should kill me for Rebekah: because she was fair to look upon. And:· came to 
nass, when he had been there a long time, that Abimelech kin!( of the Philistines looked 
)lit at a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife. 
And Abimelech called Isn.ac, and said, Behold, of a surety she is thy wife: and how 
saids! thou, She is my sister? And Isaac said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die 
for her. And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the 
people might lightly haYe lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest have brought guilti
ness upon us. And Abimelech charged all the people, saying, He that toucheth this 
man or his wife shall surely be put lo death. 

12 And Isaac sowed in that land, and foun(] in the same year an hundredfold: and 
the LORD blessed him. And the man \rnxcd great, and grew more and more until he 
became Yery great: and he had possessions of flocks, and possessions of herds, and 
a great household: and the Philistines e1wied him. Now all the wells which his 
father's servants ha<l digg~d in the clays of Abraham his father, the Philistines ha<l 

16 stopped them, and filled them with earth. And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from 
us; for thou art much mightier than we. An<l Isaac departed thence, and encamped 
in the valley of Gerar, an<l dwelt there. An<l Isaac diggcd again the \\·ells of water, 
which they ha<l diggcd in the days of Abraham his father; for the Phili,tines had 
stoppe<l them aft.er the death of Abraham: and he called their names after thetr1ames 

19 by which his father had called them. And Isaac's sen·ant's digged in the valley, 
and found there a well of springing water. And the her<lmen of Gerar st row with 
Isaac's herd men, saying, The water is ours: an<l he calle<l the name of the well 'Esek'; 
because they 'contende<l' with him. And the) ,Iiggcd another well, and they 'stnwc' 
for that also: and he called the name of it 'Sitnah.' An<l he remoYe(I from thence, 
an<l digged another well; and for that. they strove not: and he called the name of it 
'Rehoboth'; and he said, For now the LORD hath made 'room' for us, and we shall 

23 be fruitful in the land. And he went up from thence to Beer-sheba. An<l the 
LORD appeare<l unto him the same night, an<l said, I am the God of Abraham thy 
father: fear not, for I am with thee, and will bless thee, and multiply thy seed for 
my servant Abraham's sake. And he builded an altar there, and called upon the 
name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there: an<l there Isaac's servants digged a 

2 6 well. Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, an<l Ahuzzath his friend, and Phicol 
the captai1lof his host. And Isaac said unto them, Wherefore are ye come unto me, 
seeing ye hate me, and have sent me away from you? And they said, \\'e saw 
plainly that the LORD was with thee: and we said, Let there now be an oath betwixt 
us, everi betwi'{t us and thee, and let us make a covenant with thee; that thou wilt do 
us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we haw done unto thee nothing but 

·::>good, and have sent thee away in peace: thou art now the blessed of the LORD. And 
he n1ade them a feast, and they did eat and drink. And they rose up betimes ;n the 
morning, and sware one to another: and Isaac sent them away, and thev departed 
from him in peace. And it came to pass the same day, that Isaac's serrnnts came, 
and told him concerning the well which they had digged, and said unto him, We have 
found water. And he called it Shibah: therefore the name of the city is Beer-sheba 
unto this day. 

34 And when Esau was forty years old he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri 
the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: and they were a grief of 
mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah. 
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Story of the Stolen Blessing 
And it ca1ne to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that ne 2' 

could not see, he called Esau his elder son, and said unto him, My son: and he said 
unto him, Herc am I. And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my 
death. Now rherefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and 
go out to the ficl<l, and take me venison; and make me savoury meat, such as I love, 
and bring it lo me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die. 

An<l Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went to the s 
field to hunt for \'enison, and to bring it. . .\nd Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, 
sa1·ing, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, Bring me 
wnison, and make me savoury meat, that I may cat, and bless thee before the LORD 
lx:fore my death. :\'"ow therefore, my son, obey my mice according to that which I 
rnmmand thee. Go now lo the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kicls of the 9 
goats; and I will makc·thcm sa \'Oury meat for thy father, such as he 101·cth: and thou 
shalt bring it to thy father, that he may cat, so that he may bless thee before his death. 
And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, 
and I am a smooth man. lily father peradl'enturc will feel me, -and I shall seem to 
him as a decei1·cr; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. And his 13 
mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, and go 
fetch me them. And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his mother: and his 
mother made sal'oury meat, such as his father loved. And Rebekah took the goodly 
raiment of Esau her elder son, which were with her in the house, and put them upon 
Jacob her younger son: and she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, 16 
and upon the smooth of his n<"ck: and she gave the savoury meat and the bread, 
which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 

And he came unto his father, and said, ~Iy father: and he said, Here am I; who 
art thou, m)' $on? .-\nd Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have 
done according as thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and cat of my Ycnison, that 
thy soul may ble,s me. And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it""° 
so quickly, my son) :\nd he said, Because the LORD thy Goe.I sent me good speed. 
:\nd Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, 
wl1t:!her thou be my 1·ery son Esau or not. And Jacob went near unto Isaac his 
Lither; and he felt him, and said, The mice is Jacob's voice, but the hands arc the 
hands of Esau. And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his 23 
hroth~r Esau's hands: so he blessed him. Anrl he said, Art thou my very son Esau? 
.\nd he said, I am. And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's 
wnison, that my soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat: 
"nd he brought him wine, and he drank. 

And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son. Anrl 26 
he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment and blessed 
him, and said: ' 

Sec, the smell of my son 
Is as the smell of a field which the LORD hath blessed: 

And God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
And of the fatness of the earth, 

And plenty of corn and wine: 
Let peoples serve thee, 

And nations bow down to thee: 
Be lorrl over thy brethren, 

And let thy mother's sons how down to thee: 
Cursed be ewry one that curscrh thee, ' 

And blessed be every one that blesseth thee. 
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30 And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and 
Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his 
brother came in from his hunting. And he_ also made savoury meat, and brought it 
unto his father; and he said unto his father, Let my father arise, and eat of his son's 

32 venison, that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art 
thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy firstborn, Esau. AnC: Isaac trembled very 
exceedingly, and said, Who then is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, 
and I hav"! eaten of all before thou earnest, and have blessed him? yea, and he shall 
be blessed. When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceeding 
great and bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, 0 my father. 

35 And he said, Thy brother came with guile, and hath taken away thy blessir.g. And 
he said, Is not he rightly named' Jacob'? for he hath 'supplanted' me thes~ two times: 
he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. 
And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? And I_saac answered and said 
unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given lo 
him for servants; and with com and wine have I sustained him: and what then shall 

38 I do for thee, my ;;on? And Esau said unto.his father, Hast thou but one blessing, 
my father? bless m'e, even me also, 0 my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and 
wept. And Isaac his father answered and said unto him: 

Hehold, away from the fatness of the earth shall be thy dwelling, 
And away from the dew of heaven from above; 

40 And by thy sword shalt thou live: 
And thou shalt serve thy brother; 
And it shall come to pass when thou shalt break loose, 

That thou shalt shake his yoke from off thy neck. 

Story of the Flight of Jacob 
4r And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: 

and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then 
will I slay my brother Jacob. And the words of Esau her cider son were told to 
Rebekah; and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold 
thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, purposing to kill thee. Now 
therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; 

44 and tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury tum away; until thy brother'., 
anger tum away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then 1 
will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be bereaved of you both in one 
day? 

And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of 
Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these, of the daughters 

28 of the land, what good shall my life do me? And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, 
and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of 
Canaan. Arise, go to Paddan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; 
and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. 
And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou 

4 mayest be a company of peoples; and give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and 
to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land of thy sojournings, which 
God gave unto Abraham. And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Paddan
aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and 
Esau's mother. . 

6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram, 
to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, 
saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; and that Jacob obeyed 
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his fathrr an<I his mother, and was gone to Paddan-aram: and Esau saw that the 
daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his father; and Esau went unto Ishmael, 
and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's 
,.,n, the sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife. 

And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted 10 

upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he 
Louk on~ of the stones of the place, and put it under his head, and lay down in that 
place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending anrl descending 
on it. And, behold, the LoRD stood above it, and said, I am the LoRn, the God of 13 
Abraham thv father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will 
I gh·e it, and to thy seed; and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
;µread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in 
thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed., And, behold, I 
am with thee, and will keep thee whithersoever thou goes!, and will bring thee again 
into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to 
thee of. And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this 16 
place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! 
this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. And Jacob 
rn'e up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put under his head, and 
set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. And he called the name 
,,f that pince Beth-el: but the name of the city was Luz at the first. And Jacob vowed 20 

a rnw, sayin~. If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will 
µ:i1·c me bread to cat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father's house 
in peace, then shall the LORD be my God, and this stone, which I have set up for a 
pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee. 

Story of Jacob Serving under Laban 
Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the land of the children of the east. 29 

And he looke<l, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, three flocks of sheep lying 
tiiere by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: and the stone upon the well's 
n1uuth was great. And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone 
from the well's mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the 
wl'il's mouth in it,; place. And Jacob said unto them, :\Iy brethren, whence be ye? 4 
And they sairl, Of Haran arc we. And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of 
l\ahor? And they said, \Ve know him. And he said unto them, Is it well with him? 
A..nd they said, It is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep. 
Anrl he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered 
to~ether: water ye the sheep, and go and feed them. And they said, We cannot, a 
until all the flocks be gathered together, and they roll the stone from the well's mouth; 
then we water the sheep. While he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her 
fath~·'s sheep; for she kept them. And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel 
the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother's 
brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered 
tl~c fl~ck of Laban his mother's brother. And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up II 
hi,; votce, and wept. And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and 
that he was Rebekah's son: and she ran and told her father. And it came t:i pass, 
when Laba~ hearrl the tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and 
embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban 
all these things. And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. 14 
And he abode with him the space of a month. 

And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou there-
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fore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be? And Laban had two 
daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 

r7 And Leah's eyes were tender; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured. And 
Jacob loved Rachel; and he said, I will sen·e thee seven years for Rachel thy younger 
daughter. And Lahan said, It is heller that I give her to thee, than that I should 
give her to another man: abide with me. And Jacob served sevei:i years for Rachel· 
and they seemed unto him but a few days, for·the love he had to her. And Jacob 
said unto Lahan, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 

22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. And it 
came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her lo him; 
and he went in unto her. And Laban gave Zilpah his handmaid unto his daughter 
Leah for an handmaid. And it came to pass in the morning that, behold, it was Leah: 
and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee 
for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? And Laban said, It is not so 

27 done in our place, to give the younger before the firstborn. Fulfil the week of this 
one, and we will give thee the other also for the service which thou shalt serve with me 
yet seven other years. And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him 
Rachel his daughter lo wife. And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his 
handmaid to be her handmaid. And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also 
l{achel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years. 

3r And the LORD saw that Leah was hated, and he opened her womb: but Rachel 
was barren. And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name' Reuben': 
for she said, Because the LORD hath 'looked upon my aflliction'; for now my husband 
will love me. And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD 
'hath heard' that I am hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she 

34 called his name 'Simeon.' And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now 
this time will my husband be 'joined' unto me, because I have borne him three sons: 
therefore was his name called 'Levi.' And she conceived again, and bare a son: and 
she said, This time will I 'praise the LORD': therefore she called his name 'Judah'; 
and she left beHing. 

30 And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; 
and she said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. And Jacob's anger was 
kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from 
thee the fruit of the womb? And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; 
that she may bear upon my knees, and I also may obtain children by her. And she 

5 gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her. And Bilhah 
con~eived, and bare Jacob a son. And Rachel said, God hath' judged' me, and hath 
also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name 'Dan.' 
And Bilhah Rachel's handmaid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son. And 
Rachel said, With mighty wrestlings have I 'wrestled' with my sister, and have pre-

9 vailed: and she called his name 'Naphtali.' When Leah saw that she had left bearing, 
she took Zilpah her handmaid, and gave her to Jacob to wife. And Zilpah Leah's 
handmaid bare Jacob a son. And Leah said, 'Fortunate'! and she called his name 
'Gad.' And Zilpah Leah's handmaid bare Jacob a second son. And Leah said, 
Happy am I! for the daughters will 'call me happy': and she called his name 'Asher.' 

r4 And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and· found mandrakes in the field, 
and bro\ight them unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I 
pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes. And she said unto her, Is it a small matter 
that thou hast taken away my husband? and wouldest thou take away my son's 
mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with thee to-night for thy 

16 son's mandrakes. And Jacob came from the field in the evening, and Leah went 
out to meet him, and said, Thou must come in unto me; for I have surely hired thee 
with my son's ma;idrakes. And he lay with her that night. And God hearkened 
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unto Leah, ancl she concei,·ed, and bare Jacob a fifth son. And Leah said, God 
hath r:iwn nw my 'hire,' because I gave my handmaid to my husband: and she ca11ed 
his n'amc 'Issachar.' And Leah conceived again, and bare a sixth son to Jacob. 
And Leah said, God hatl1 endowed me with a good dowry; now will my husband 2c 

'rll\·ell' with me, because I have borne him six sons: and she c~lled his name '~bulun.' 
And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dmah. And God --·~mem
bered Racl1el, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. And she conceived, 
and bare a son: and ;;aid, God hath taken away my reproach: and sh' -:ailed his 
nanw 'Joseph,' saying, The LoRD 'add' to me another son. . 

And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said unto Lal::an, 25 
Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country. Give me my 
wiH'S and my children for whom I ha Ye served thee, and let me go: for thou knowest 
nl\" sen·ice whcre\Yith I have served thee. And Laban said unto him, If now I have 
fo;ind favour in thine e1·es, tarry: for I have divined that the LORD hath blessed me 
for thy sake. And he "said, Ap

0

point me thy wages, and I will give it. And he said 2 8 

unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy cii.ttle hath fared with me. 
For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it hath increased unto a multitude; 
and the LORD hath blessed thee whithersoewr I turned: and now when shall I provide 
for :nine own house also? And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, 
Thou shalt not gi\'e me aught: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed thy 
flock and keep it. I will pass through all thy flock to-day, removing from thence every 32 

speckled and spotted one, and e\"ery black one among the sheep, and the spotted 
an<l speckled among the goats; and of such shall be my hire. So shall my righteous
ness answer for me hereafter, when thou shalt come concerning my hire that is before 
thee: e1·ery one that is not speckled and spotted among the goals, and hlack among 
the sheep, that if found with me shall be counted stolen. And Laban said, Behold, 
I would it might be according to thy word. And he removed that day the he-goats 3S 
that were ringstraked and spotted, and all the she-goats that were speckled and spotted, 
e\'N}' one that had white in it, anrl all the black ones among the sheep, and gave them 
into the hand of his sons; and he set three days' journey betwixt himself and Jacob: 
and Jacob fetl the rest of Laban's flocks. And Jacob took him rods of fresh poplar, 
anr! of the almond and of the plane tree; and peeled white st rakes in them, and made 
th•· white appear which was jn th<> rods. And he set the rods which he had peeled 30 
mu against the llocks in the gutters in the watering troughs where the flocks came to 
<'rink; and they conceived when they came to drink. And the flocks conceived 
before the rods, ancl the flocks brought forth ringstraked, speckled, and spotted. And 
Jacob separated the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward the ringstraked 
and all the black in the flock of Laban; and he put his own droves apart, and put 
thPm not unto Laban's flock. And it came to pass, whensoever the stronger of the 41 
!lock did conceive, that Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the flock in the gutters, 
that they might conceive among the rods; but when the flock were feeble, he put 
''"'m not in: so the feebler were Laban's, and the stronger Jacob's. And the man 
in<-reased exceedingly, and had large flocks, and maidservants and mensen·ants, 
>tnd camels and a"5cs. 

And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was 31 
our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all his glory. And 
~acob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before
t11ne. And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to 
tliy kindred; and I will be with thee. And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah 
~a.the field unto his flock, and said unto them, I see your father's countenance, thats 
1l '"not toward me as beforetime; but the God of my father hath been with me. And 
ye know that with all my power I ha1•e served your father. And your father hath 
deceived me, and changed my wages trn times; but God suffered him not to hurt me. 
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a If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages; then all the flock bare speckled: 
and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy wages: then bare all the flock ring· 
straked. Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them tu 
me. And it came to pass at the time that the flock conceived, that I lifted up mine 
eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the he-goats which leaped upon the flock were 

11 ringstraked, speckled, and grisled. And the angel of God said unto me in the dream, 
Jacob: and I said, Here am I. And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the 
he-goats which leap upon the flock are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: for I have 
seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. I am the God of Beth-el, where thou anointedst 
a pillar, where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from rhis land, anrl 
return unto the land of thy nativity. And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto 

rs him, Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house?. Are we not 
counted of him strangers? for he hath sold us, and hath also quite devoured our money. 
For all the riches which God hath taken away from our father, that is ours and our 
children's: now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do. Then Jacob rose up, 
and set his sons and his wives upon the camels; and he carried away all his cattle, 
and all his substance which he had gathered, the cattle of his getting, which he had 

19 gathered in Paddan-aram, for lo go to Isaac his father unto the land of Canaan. Now 
Laban was gone to shear his sheep: and Rachel stole the teraphim that were her 
father's. And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him 
not that he fled. So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over 
the River, and set his face toward the mountain of Gilead. 

22 And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled. And he took his 
brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' journey; and he overtook 
him in the mountain of Gilead. And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream of 
the night, and said unto him, Take heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob either 
good or bad. And Laban came up with Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in 
the mountain: and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mountain of Gilead. 

26 And Laban said to JacQb, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares 
to me, and carried away my daughters as captives of the sword? Wherefore didst 
thou flee secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have 
sent thee away with mirth and with songs, with tabret and with harp; and hast not 

29 suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters?. now hast thou done foolishly. It is 
in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me 
yesternight, saying, Take heed to thyself that thou speak not to Jacob either good or 
bad. And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst 
after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods? And Jacob an
swered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for I said, Lest thou shouldest tnke 

32 thy daughters from me by force. With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, he shall 
not live: before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it to thee. 
For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them. And Laban went into Jacob'.~ 
tent, and into Leah's tent, and into tb tent of the two maidservants; but he found 
them not. And he went out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent. Nnw 
Rachel had taken the teraphim, and put them in the camel's fumi.ture, and sat upon 

35 them. And Laban felt about all the tent, but found them not. And she said to 
her father, Let not my lord be angry that I cannot rise up before thee; for the m'-rmer 
of women is upon me. And he searched, but found not the teraphim. And Jr.cob 
was wroth, and chode with Laban: and Jacob answered and said to Laban, i.Vh£t is 
my trespass? what is my sin, that thou hast hotly pursued after me? Whereas thou, 
hast felt about all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy household stuff? Set 
it here before my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge betwixt us two. 

38 This twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she-goats have not cast 
their young, and the rams of thy flocks have I not eaten. That which was torn of' 
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hea,;ts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require 
it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. Thus I was: in the day the drought 
consumed me, and the frost by night; and my sleep lled from mine eyes. These 
twenty years ha1·c I been in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two 
daughters, and ,;ix years for thy llock: and thou hast changed my wages ten limes. 
Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the Fear of Isaac, had been 42 
with me, surely now hadst thou sent me away empty. 0od hath seen mine affiiclion 
and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yestermght. And Laban answered 
and said unto Jacob, The daughters are my daughters, and the children arc my 
children, and the tlocks are my flocks, and all that thou secst is mine: and what can 
I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their children which they have 
borne? And now come, let us make a co1·enant, I and thou; and let it be for a wit- 44 
nc,;s between me and thee. And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. And 
Jacob said untn his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an 
heap: and they did cat there by the heap. And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha: 
but Jacob called it Galeed. And Laban said, This 'heap is witness' between me and 
thee this day. Therefore was the name of it called Galeed: and 'l\Iizpah,' for he 49 
said, The LoRD 'watch' between me and thee, when we arc absent one from another. 
If thnu shalt aftlicl my daughters, and if thou shalt take wives beside my daughters, 
no man is with us; sec, God is witness betwixt me and thee. And Laban said to 
Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold the pillar, which I have set betwixt me and thee. 
This heap be witness, and the pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap 
to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for hann. 
The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge betwixt 53 
us. .-\nd Jacob sware by the Fear of his father Isaac. And Jacob offered a sacrifice 
in the mountain, and called his brethren to cat bread: and they did eat bread, and 
tarried all night in the mountain. And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed 
his sons and his daughters, and blessed them: and Laban departed, and returned unto 
his place . 

. -\nd Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And Jacob said 32 
when he saw them, This is God's 'host': and he called the name of that place 
'~Iahanaim.' 

Story of the Meeting of Jacob and Esau 
And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Scir, 3 

the field of Edom. And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye say unto my 
lord Esau; Thus saith thy servant Jacob, I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed 
until now: and I h'1ve oxen, and asses and !locks, and menservants and maidservants: 
and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight. And the messen
gers returned to Jaroh, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and moreover he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. Then Jacob was greatly afraid and 7 
was distressed: and he divided the people that was with him, and the llocks, and 
the herds, and the camels, into two companies; and he said, If Esau come lo the one 
company, ancl smile it, then the company which is left shall escape. And Jacob 
sa~d, 0 God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, 0 LORD, which 
sa1clst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will do thee good: 
I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast 10 

shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed 01·cr this Jordan; and now I 
am become two companies. Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brothL·r, 
from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he come and smife me, the mother with 
the children. And thou saids!, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the 
sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude. 

And he lodged there that night; and took of that which he had with him a present '3 
D 33 
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for Esau his brother; two hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two hundred ewes 
and twenty rams, thirty milch camels and their colts, forty kine and ten bulls, twenty 
she-asses and ten foals. And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every 
drove by itself; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, and put a space 

17 betwixt drove and drove. And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my 
brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, \Vhose art thou? and whither goest 
thou? and whose are these before thee? tlien thou shalt say, They be thy servant 
Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, he also is behind us. 
And he commanded also the second, and the third, and all that followed the droves, 

20 saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him; and ye shall say, 
\loreover, behold, thy servant Jacob is behind U<;. For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before me, and afterward I will see his face; pcradverture 
he will accept me. So the present passed over before him: and he himself lodged that 
night in the company. 

22 And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two handmaids, and 
his eleven children, and passed over the ford of Jabbok. And he took them, and sent 
them O\'er the stream, and sent over that he had. And Jacob was left alone; and there 
wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. And when he saw that he 
prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of 

26 Jacob's thigh was strained, as he wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for 
the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he 
said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall 
be called no more Jacob, but 'Israel': for thou hast 'striven with God' and with men, 
and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. 
And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him 

3o there. And Jacob called the name of the place 'Peniel': for, said he, I have seen 
'God face to face,' and my life is preserved. And the sun rose upon him as he passed 
over Penuel, and he halted upon his thigh. Therefore the children of Israel eat 
not the sinew of the hip which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because 
he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew of the hip. 

33 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him 
four hundred men. And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and 
unto the two handmaids. And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, 
and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. And he him
self passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground sewn times, until 

4 he came near to his brother. And Esau ran ·to meet him, and em braced him, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept. And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the 
women and the children; and said, Who are these with thee? And he said, The 
children which God hath graciously given thy sen•ant. Then the handmaids came 
near, they and their children, and they bowed themselves. And Leah also and her 
children came near, and bowed themselves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, 

8 and they bowed themselves. And he said, What meanest thou by all this company 
which I met? And he said, To find grace in the sight of my lord. And Esau said, 
I have enough; my brother, let that thou hast be thine. And Jacob said, Xay, I 
pray thee, if now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand: 
forasm uch as I have seen thy face, as one seeth the face of God, and thou wast pleased 

n with me. Take, I pray thee, my gift that is broup;ht to thee; because God hath 
dc:tlt graciously with me, and because I have enough. And he urged him, and he 
took it. And he said, Let us take our journey, and let us go, and I will go before 
thee. And he said unto him, l\ly lord"knoweth that the children are tender, and that 
the flocks and herds with me give suck: and if they overdrive them one day, all the 

14 flocks will die. Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his servant: and I will 
lead on softly, according to the pace of the cattle that is before me and 4ccording to 
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the pace of the children, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. And Esau said, Let 
me now leave with thee some of the folk that are with me. And he said, What need
eth il? let me find grace in the sight of my lord. So Esau returned that day on 
his way unto Seir. And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built him an house, and 
made •hooths' for hi• cattle: therefore the name of the place is called 'Succoth.' 

,\nd Jacob came in j.cacc to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, r8 
·vi1en he came from Paddan-aram; and encamped before the city. And he bought 
tlw parcel of ground, where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of 
JL;mor, Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money. And he erected there an 
altar, and called it El-elohe-Israel. 

.\nd Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went out to see 34 
the daughters of the land. And Shcchem the son Qf Hamor the Hivite, the prince 
of the land, saw her; and he took her, and lay with her, and humbled her. H' t 
And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, 

18 
or1 

and spake kindly unto the damsel. And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, 
saying, Get me this damsel to wife. Now Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah ·s 
his <laughter; and his sons were with his cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace 
until they came. And Hamor the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune 
with him. And the sons of Jacob came in from the field when they heard it: and the 
men were grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel 
in lying with Jacol>'s daughter; which thing ought not to be done. And Hamor 
communed with them, saying, The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: 
I pray you give her unto him lo wife. And make ye marriages with us; give your 9 
dau~hters unto us, and take our daughters unto you. Arid ye shall dwell with us: 
and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions 
tlwrein. And Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find grace 
in your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me I will give. Ask me never so much 
dowry and gift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but gi\'C me the 
damsel to wife. :\n<I the sons of Jacob answered Shechcm ancl Hamor his father r3 
with guile, and spake, because he had defiled Dinah their sister, and said unto them, 
\i"e cannot do this thing, to gi\'e our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that 
were a reproach unto us: only on this condition will we consent unto you: if ye will 
be as we be, that c\'ery male of you be circumcised; then will we gi\'c our daughters 
unto you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we 
will become one people. But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised; then ,7 
will we take our daughter, and we will be gone. And their words pleased Hamor, 
and Shechem Hamor's son. And the young man deferred not to do the thing, because 
he had delight in Jacob's daughter: and he was honoured above all the house of his 
father. 

.\nd Hamor ancl Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city, and communed 20 

with the men of their city, saying, These men are peaceable with us; therefore let 
them d.,1-cll in the land, and trade therein; for, behold, the land is large enough for 
!hem; let us take their daughters to us [or wives, and let us give them our daughters. 
( lnl)· on thi,; condition will the men consent unto us to dwell with us, to become one 
people, if Cl'lT)' male among us be circumcised, as they arc circumcised. Shall not 23 

their cattle and their substance and all their beasts be ours? only let us consent 
unto them, and they will dwell with us. And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son 
hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was circumcised, 

·all that went out of the gate of his city. Ancl it came to pass on the third day, when 
they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, took 
each man his sword, and came upon the city unawares, and slew all the males. And 26 
they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dinah 
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out of Shechem's house, and went forth. The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, 
and spoiled the city, because they had defiled their sister. They took their flocks 
and their herds and their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in 

29 the field; and all their wealth, and all their little ones and their wives, took they cap
tive and spoiled, even all that was in the house. And Jacob said to Simeon and 
Le,·i, Ye have troubled me, to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, 
among the Canaanites and the Perizzitcs: and, I being few in number, they will 
gather themselves together against me and smite me; and I shall be dcstroye<l, I 
an<l my house. An<l they said, Should he deal with· our sister as with an harlot? 

35 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there: and make 
there an altar unto God, who appeared unto thee when thou flcddest from the face 
of Esau thy brother. Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with 
him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and purify yourselves, and change 
your garments: and let us arise, and go up to Beth-cl; and I will make there an altar 
unto God, who· answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way 

4 which I went. And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their 
·hand, and the rings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak 
which was by Shechcm. And they journeyed: and a great terror was upon the 
cities that were round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. 
So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan (the same is Beth-el), he an<l 

7 a.II the people that were with him. And he built there an altar, and called the place 
El-beth-el: because there God was revealed unto him, when he fled from the face 
of his brother. 

And Deborah Rebekah's nurse died, and she was buried below Beth-cl under the 
oak: and the name of it was called Allon-bacuth. 

9 And Gcd appeared unto Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and 
blessed him. And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be 
called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. 
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and 
a company of nations shall he of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; and 
the land which I gave unto Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed 

13 after thee will I give the land. And God went up from him in the place where he 
spake with him. And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he spake with him, 
a pillar of stone: and he poured out a drink offerin,g thereon, and poured oil thereon. 
And Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with him, Beth-el. 

And they journeyed from Beth-el; and there was still some way to come to 
17 Ephrath: ancl Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour. And it came to pass, 

when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Tear not; for now thou 
shalt have another son. And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing (for she 
<lied), that she called his name Bcn-oni: but his father called him Benjamin. And 
Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath (the same is Beth-lehem). And 
Jacob set up a pillar upon her grave: the same is the Pillar of Rachel's Grave unto 
this day. 

21 And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Eder. And it 
came to pass, while Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhab 
his father's concubine: and Israel heard of it. 

Genealogy: The Sons of Jacob 
23 Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: the Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan and. 

sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, Naphtali: and the sons of Zilpah, Leah's "6 
and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and handmaid; Gad and Asher: these are the 
Issachar, and Zebulun: the sons of Rachel; sons of Jacob, which were born to him in 
Joseph and Benjamin: 'lnd the sons of Paddan-aram. 
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And Jacob ca~e unto Isaac his father to Mamre, to Kiriath-arba (the same is 27 

Hebron), where Abraham ,and Isaac sojourned. And the days of Isaac were an 
hundred and fourscore years. And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was 
~athercd unto hi!: people, old and full of days: and Esau and Jacob bis sons buried 
him. 

Genealogy: The Generations of Esau (or Edom) 
:-.row these are the generations of Esau 

(the same is Edom). Esau took his wives 
of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the 
rlaughter of Elon the Hittite, and Oholi
b.1mah the daughter of Anah, the daughter 
nf Zibron the Hivite: and Basemath 
hhmael"s daughter. sister of Nebaioth. 
And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and 
flasemath bare Reucl; and Oholibamah 
bare Jcush, and Jalam, and Korah: these 
are the suns of Esau, which were born unto 
him in the land of Canaan. And Esau 
took hiswiYes, and his sons, and his daugh
ters, and all the souls of his house, and his 
cattle, and all his beasts, and all his pos
se,sions, which he had gathered in the land 
of Canaan; and went into a land away 
from his brother Jacob. For their sub
stance was too great for them to dwell 
together; and the land of their sojournings 
could not bear them because of their rattll'. 
. .\ncl Esau dwelt in mount Scir: Esau is 
Edom. And the>e arc the generations of 
Esau the father of the Edomites in mount 
~~ir: these are the names of Esau's sons; 
F.liphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, 
Reud the son of Basemath the wife of 
E•au. And the sons of Eliphaz were 
T1~man, Omar, Zepho, an<l Gatam, and 
Kcnaz. And Timna was concubine to Eli
;,haz Esau's son; and she hare to Eliphaz 
Amalek: these arc the sons of Adah Esau's 
wife. And these are the sons o[ Reucl; 
!'iahath, and Zerah, Shammah, ancl C\1izzah: 
these were the sons of Basemath Esau's 
wife. Ard these were the sons of Oholi
bamah the daughter of Anah, the daughter 
of Zibeun, Esau's wife: and she bare to 
E.;au Jcu•h, and Jalam, and Korah. 
These arc the dukes of the sons of Esau: 
the son> of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau; 
duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zcpho, 
duke K<·naz, duke Korah, duke Gatam, 
duke Amalek: the<e arc the dukes that 
came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these 
arc the sons of Adah. And these arc the 
sons of Rcucl Esau's son; duke Nahath, 
duke Zcrah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: 
these arc the dukes that came of Reucl in 
the land of Edom; these are the sons of 
Basemath Esau's wife. And these arc the 
sons of Oholibamah Esau's wife; duke 
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Jeush, duke Jalam, duke Korah: these are 
the clukes that· came of Oholibamah the 
daughter of Anah, Esau's wife. These 
arc the sons of Esau, and these are their 
dukes: the same is Edom. 

These are the sons of Seir the Horitc, 20 

the inhabitants of the land; Lotan and 
Shobal and Zibeon and Anah, and Dishon 
and Ezer and Dishan: these a re the dukes 
that came of the Horitcs, the children of 
Seir in the land of Edom. And the c.hil· 22 

dren of Lotan were Hori and Hcmam; 
and Lota n's sister was Timna. And these 
a re the children of Shoba I; Alvan and 
~Tanahath and Eba!, Shepho and Onam. 
And these arc the children of Zibeon; Aiah 24 
and Anah: this is Anah who found the hot 
springs in the wilderness, as he fed the asses 
of Zibeon his father. And these arc the 
children of Anah; Dishon and Oholibamah 
the daughter of Anah. And these arc the 26 
children of Dishon; Hemdan and Esh ban 
and Ilhran and Chcran. These are the 
children of Ezer; Ililhan and Zaavan and 
Akan. These are the children of Dishan; 
C z and Aran. These are the dukes that 29 
came of the Horites; cluke Lotan, duke 
Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah, duke 
Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these 
a re the dukes that came of the Horites, ac
cording to their dukes in the land of Scir. 

And these arc the kings that reigned in 31 
the land of Edom, before there reigned any 
king over the children of Israel. And Bela 
the son of Beor reigned in Edom; and the 
name of his city was Dinhabah. And 
Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zcrah of 
Bozrah reigned in his stead. And Jobab 34 
dice!, and Husham of the land of the Teman
ites reigned in his stead. And Husham 
died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who 
smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned 
in his stead: and the name of h;s city was 
Avith. And Hadad died, and Samlah of 36 
Ma~rekah reigned in his stead. Ami 
Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth by 
the River reigned in his stead. And Shaul 
died, and Ilaal-hanan the son of Achhor 
reigned in his stead. And Ilaal-hanan the 39 
son of Arhbor dkd, and Hadar reigned in 
his stead: and the name of his city was 
Pau; and his wife's name was Mehetabel, 
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the daughter of Matred, the daughter of 
40 Me-?.ahab. And these arc the names of 

the dukes that came of Esau, according lo 
the families, after their places, by their 
names; duke Tirnnah, duke Alvah, duke 
Jct he th; duke Ohulibamah, duke Elah, 

duke Pinon; duke Kena?., duke Teman, 
duke Mibzar; duke Magdid, duke Irarn; 
these he the dukes of Edom, a<..:rording to 
their habitations in the land of th<"ir pos
session. This is Esau the father of the 
Edomitcs. 

Story of Joseph and His Brethren 
37 And Jacob cJ-.v~lt in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 

These arc the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding 
the flock with his brethren; and he was a lad with the sons of Bilhah, and with the 
sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph brought Lhe evil report of them unto 
their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the 

4 son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. And his brethren saw 
that their father loved him more than all his brethren; and they hated him, and 
could not speak peaceably unlo him. And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he Lolcl it 
to his brethren: and they haled him yel the more. And he said unlo them, Hear, 
I pray you, this dream which I have dreamer!: for, behold, we were binding sheave'.; 
in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your shean·s 

8 came round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. Anrl his brethren said lo him, 
Shalt thou indeecl reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And 
they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. And he dreamed yet 
another dream, and told it to his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed yet a 
dream; and, behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars made obeisance lo me. 

ro And he told it lo his father, and to his brethren; and his father rebuked him, and said 
unlo him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and 
thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves lo thee to the earth? And his 
brethren envied him; but his father kept the saying in mind. 

12 And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shcchem. And Israel saicl 
unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and 1 will send 
thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I. And he said to him, Go now, sec 
whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with Lhe flock; and bring me word 
again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came lo Shechcm. And a 
certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field: and the man 

16 asked him, saying, \Vhat scekcst thou? And he said, I seek my brethren: tell ml', 
1 pray thee, where they are feeding the flock. And the man said, They arc departed 
hence: for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph wcnl after his breth
ren, and found them in Dothan. And they saw him afar off, and before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. And they said one to another, 

20 Behold, this dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him 
into one of the pits, and we will say, An evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall 
sec what will become of his dreams. And Reuben heard it, and delivered him out 
of their hand; and said, Let us not take his life. And Reuben said unto them, Shed 
no blood; cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand upon him: 

23 that he might deliver him out of their hand, to restore him to his father. And it 
came to pass, when Joseph was com~ unlo his brethren, that they strip! Joseph of his 
coat, the coat of many colours that was on him; and they took him, and cast him 
into the pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. And they sat clown t" 
cat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a travelling com 
pany of Jshmaclites came from Gilead, with their camels bearing spiccry and balm 

06 and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. And Judah said unto his brethren, 
What profit is it if we slay our brother and conceal his blood? Come, and let HS ;-ell 
him to the Ishmaeliles, and let not our hand be upon hi.n; for he is our brother, our 
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fll'sh. And his brethren hearkened unto him. And there passed by Midianites, 
merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph 
to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they brought Joseph into Egypt. 
And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he 29 
rent his clothes. And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is not; 
and I, whither shall I go? And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a he-goat, and 
dipped the coat in the blood; and they sent the coat of many colours, anJ they brought 
it to their father; and said, This have we found: know now whether it be thy son's 
coat or not. And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath de· 33 
\'Oured him; Joseph is without doubt torn in pieces. And Jacob rent his garments, 
and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. And all his 
>nns and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; 
and he said, For [ will go down to the grave to my son mourning. And his father 
wept for him. And the !llidianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an oJTiccr of 
Pharaoh"s, the captain of the guard. 

[Continued below, page 40. 

And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and 38 
tume<l in to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. And Judah saw there a 
<laughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Sirna; and he took her, H. t 
and. went in unto her. And she concei,·ed, and bare a son; and he called 19 ory 
his name Er. And she concei,·ed again, and bare a son; and she calle<l his name 
Onan. And she yet again bare a son, and callc<l his name Shclah: and he was at s 
Chezib, when she bare him. An<l Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name 
was Tamar. :\nd Er, Judah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD; and 
the LORD slew him. And Judah said unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother's wife, and 
pcrfom1 the duty of an husband's brother unto her, and raise up seed to thy brother. 
And Onan knew that the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when he wenl 9 
in unto his brother's wife, that he spilled it on the ground lest he shoulcl give seed to 
his brother. And the thing which he did was evil in the sight of the LORD: and he 
s!ew him also. Then sairl Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, Remain a widow in 
thy father's house, till Shclah my son be grown up: for he said, Lest he also die, like 
his brethren. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's house. 

:\nd in process of time Shua's daughter, the wife of Judah, died; and Judah 12 

was comfurted, and went up unto his sheepshearers to Timnah, he and his friend 
Hirah the :\dullamile. And it was told Tamar, saying, Behold, thy father in law 
gonh up lo Timnah to shear his sheep. And she put olT from her the garments o[ her 
wirlowhood, and col'ered herself with her veil, and wrapped herself, and sat in the 
gate o[ Enaim, which is by the way to Timnah: for she saw that Shelah was grown up, 
:mu she was not given unto him to wife. \\'hen Judah saw her, he thought her lo 15 
ti~ an harlot; for she had COl'ered her face. :\nd he turned unto her by the way, 
and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee: for he knew not that she was 
hi' daughter in law. And she said, \\'hat wilt thou gil'e me, Lhat thou mayest come 
in unto me~ And he said, I will send thee a kid of the goats from the flock. And she 
said, \\'ill thou give me a pledge, till thou send il? And he said, Whal pledge shall lH 

1 hrive thee; .\nr! ,he said, Thy signet and thy cord, and thy staff Lhal is in thine hanrl. 
Anrl he gave them to her, an<! came in unto her, and she conceived by him. And 
she arose, and went away, and put off her veil from her, anrl put on the garn1ents or 
her widowhood. And Judah sent the kid of the goals by the hand of his friend the 
Adullamite, to receive the pledge from the woman's hand: but he found her nol. 
Then he asked the men of her place, saying, Where is the harlot," that was at En aim 21 

by the way side? And they said, There hath been no harlot here. And he relt•rned 
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to Judah, and said, I have not found her; and also the men of the place said, There 
hath been no harlot here. And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be put to 
shame; behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found her. 

24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah, saying, 
Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; and moreo\'er, behold, she is 
with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Dring her forth, and let her be burnt. 
When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, saying, Dy the man, whose 
these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, whose arc these, the 

26 si~et, and the cords, and the staff. And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She 
is more righteous than I; forasmuch as I l(a\·c her not to Shclah my son. And he 
knew her again no more. And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, 
twins were in her womb. And it came to pass, when she travailed, that one put out 
a hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, 

29 This came out first. And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, 
his brother came out: and she said, Whe.-efore hast thou made a 'breach' for thvsclf? 
therefore his name was called 'Perez.' And afterward came out his brother, that had 
the scarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was called Zerah. 

Story of Joseph and His Brethren (co11ti1111ed) 

39 And Joseph was brought down to El(ypt; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, 
the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hand of the Ishmaclites, 
which had brought him down thither. And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was 
a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. And his 
master Sa\\· that the LORD was with him, and that the LonD made all that he did to 

4 prosper in his hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he ministered unto 
him: and he made him O\·ersecr oYer his house, and all that he had he put into his 
hand. ..\nd it came to pass from the time that he made him o\'erseer in his house, 
and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's 
sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had, in the house and in the 
field. And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not aught that was 
with him, sa,·e the bread which he did eat. 

7 And Joseph was comely, and well fa\'oured. And it came to pass after these 
things, that his master's wife cast h~r eyrs upon Joseph; and she said, .Lie with me. 
But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my master knowcth not 
what is with me in the house, and he hath put all that he hath into my hand; there is 
none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but 
thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 

ro against God? And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he 
hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. ..\nd it came to pa:;s about 
this time, that he went into the house to do his \rnrk; and there was none of the men 
of the house there within. And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: 
and he left his garment in her hand, and Aed, and got him out. And it came to pass, 

q when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth, that she 
called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought 
in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie \Yith me, and I cried 
wilh a loud ,·oice: and it came to pass, "·hen he heard that I lifted up my ,·oice and 
cried, that he left his garment by me, and fled, and got him out. And she laid up _his 
garment by her, until his master came home. :\nd she spake unto him according 
to these words, saying, The Hebrew sen·ant, which thou hast brought unto us, came 

!8 in unto me to mock me: and it came to pass, as I lifted up my rnice and cried. that 
he left his garment by me, and Aed out. And it came to pass, when his master heard 
the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy 
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st>rvant to me; that his wrath wos kindleJ. And Joseph's master took him, and put 
him into the prison,. the place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was 
th,·re in the prison. But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed kindness unto him, 21 

and gave him farnur in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the 
pri;on committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and 
whatsoewr they <lid there, he was the doer of it. The keeper of the prison looked 
not w ail\" thing that was under his hand, because the LORD was with him; and that 
11·hich he.did, the LORD made it to prosper. 

Arni it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt and 40 
his baker offended their lord the king of E,gypt. And Pharaoh was wroth against 
hi> two ollicers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers . 
. \nd he put them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the 
place where Joseph was bound. And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with 
them, and he mini;tcrcd unto them: and they continued a season in ward. And '.i 
thev dreamed a dream both of them, each man his dream, in one night, each man 
acr~rdin.g to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of 
Egypt, which were liound in the prison. And Joseph came in unto them in the morn
ing, and saw them, and, behold, they were sad. And he asked Pharaoh's officers 
that were with him in ward in his master's house, saying, Wherefore look ye so sadly 
tu-,Jay? :\nd they said unto him, \Ve have dreamed a dream, and there is none that B 
.:an interpret it. . .\nd Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? 
tell it me, I pray you. And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to 
liim, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; and in the vine were three branches: 
and it was as though it budded, and its blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof 
lirought forth ripe i:rapes: and Pharaoh's cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes, n 
and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. And 
Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: the three branches arc three 
day>; within yN three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto 
thine oliice: and thou shalt gi1'e Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former manner 
when thou wast his butler. But have me in thy remembrance when it shall be well q 
with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto 
Pharaoh, and hring me out of this house: for indeed I was stolen away out of the 
lanrl of the Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into 
the dungeon. \\"hen the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said 
unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, three baskets of white bread were 
nn my hear!: and in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats 17 
fur Pharaoh; and the birds did cat them out of the basket upon my head. And Joseph 
answerer! and said, This is the interpretation thereof: the three baskets are three days; 
within yet three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy !wad from off thee, and shall hang 
thee on a tree; and the Girds shall cat thy flesh from olT thee. And it came to pass 
the third <lay, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast unto all his scr
·;ants: and he lifter! up the hea'l nf the chief butler and the head of th~ chief baker 
among his serrnnts. And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; 21 

and he ga1·e the cup into Pharaoh's hand: but he hanged the chief baker: as Jo.seph 
had interpreted to them. Yet rli<l not the chie[ butler·remember Joseph, but forgat 
tum. 

And it came lo pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, be· 41 
holrl, he stood by the ri1·er. And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, 
well farnurl'd and fatfteshed; and they fed in the reed-grass. Anrl, behold, seven 
other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and lean fleshed; and stood 
by the other kine upon the brink of the riH•r. And the ill favoured and leanfleshed 
kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. Anrl hes 
slept and dreamed a second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one 
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st~lk, rank and good. And, behold, si;ven ears, thin and blasted with the east 
wmd, sprung up after them. And the thm ears swallowed up the seven rank and full 

sears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. And it came to pass in 
the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians 
of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there 
was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. Then spake the chief butler 
unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this clay: Pharaoh was wroth with 
his servants, and put me in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, me and the 

rr chief baker: and we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man 
according to the interpretation of his dream. And there was with us there a young 
man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and h~ in
terpreted to us our dreams; lo each man according lo his dream he did interpret. 
And it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine 
ofllce, and him he hanged. · 

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the 
dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, anrl came in unto Pharaoh. 
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I ha\•e dreamed a dream, and there is none that can in
terpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that when thou hearest a dream thou canst 
interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shali give 

17 Pharaoh an answer of peace. And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, In my dream, br
hold, I stood upon the brink of the river: and, behold, there came up out of the 
river seven kine, fatl1eshcd and well favoured; and they feel in the reed-grass: and, 
behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and lean
flcshcd, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for badness: and the lean and 

21 !ll favoured kine did cat up the first seven fat kine: and when they had eaten them up, 
it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they were still ill favoured, as 
at the beginning. So I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears 
came up upon one stalk, full and good: and, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and 
blasted with the east wind, sprung up after them: and the thin ears swallowed up 
the seven good ears: and I told it unto the magicians; but there was none that could 

25 declare it to me. And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: 
what God is about to do he hath declared unto Pharaoh. The seven good kine are 
seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one. And the 
seven lean and ill favoured kine that came up after them arc seven years, and also the 
seven empty ears blasted with the east wind; they shall be seven years of famine. 

•8 That is the thing which I spake unto Pharaoh: what God is about to do he hath 
shewed unto Pharaoh. Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout 
all the land of Egypt: and there shall arise after them seven years of famine; and all 
the plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the 
land; and the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of that famine which 

32 followeth; for it shall be very grievous. And for that the dream w~s doubled unto 
Pharaoh twi:e, it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly 
bring it to pass. Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and 
set him over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint overseers 
over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous 

35 years. And let them gather all the food of these good years that come, and lay up 
corn under the hand of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it. And the 
food shall be for a store to the land against the seven years of famine, which shall be 
in the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the famine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 
38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom 

the spirit of God is? And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed 
thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou: thou shalt be over my house, 
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and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I 
be greater than thou. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Sec, I have set thee OYer all 
the

0 

land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his si~et ring from his hand, and put it 42 
upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed. him i~ Yesturcs of fine linen1 and put a gold chain 
about his neck; and he made him to ndc m the second cha not which he had; and 
tlwv criNl before him, Bow the knee: and he set him over all the land of Egypt. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his 
hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Za- 45 
phcnath-paneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-phera priest 
of On. And Joseph "·ent out over the land of Egypt. 

:\nd Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
:\ntl Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and WC'nt throi1ghout all the land 
of ;c:gypt. And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought forth by handfuls. 47 
And he gathered up all the food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, 
and lnid up the food in the cities: the food of the field, which was round about every 
city, laid he up in the same. And Joseph laid up corn as the sand of the sea, Yery 
murh, until he left numbering; for it was without number. 

And unto Joseph were born two sons before the year of famine came, which Asenath 50 
the daughter of l'oti-phcra priest of On bare unto him. And Joseph called the name 
oi the firstborn ':\Ianasseh': For, said he, God hath 'made me forget' all my toil, 
and all my father's house. And the name of the second called he 'Eph~aim ': For 
God hath made me 'fruitful' in the land of my af!liction. 

:\nd the seven years of plenty, that was in the land of Egypt, came to an end. 53 
And the seven years of famine began to come, according as Joseph had said: and there 
was famine in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. And when 
all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and 
Pharaoh said unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith to you, do. 
And the famine was oYer all the face of the C'arth: and Joseph opened all the store- i6 
hou,;es, and sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine was sore in the land of Egypt. 
f.nd all countries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corn; because the famine 
was sore in all the earth. 

l'\ow Jacob saw that there was com in Egypt, and Jacob said unto his sons, 42 
\\'hy do ye look one upon another? And he said, Behold, I haYe heard that there is 
corn in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may li\·e, 
and not die. And Joseph's ten breth-u1 wem down to buy corn from Egypt. But 
Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his brethren; for he said, Lest 
peradwnture mischief befall him. And the sons of Israel came to buy among those 5 
that came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan. And Joseph was the go\"ernor 
o\·cr the land; he it was that sold to all·':~ people of the land: and Joseph's brethren 
came, and bowed down themselves k itim with their faces to the earth. And Joseph 
saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake 
rougnly with them: and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From 
the •and of Canaan to buy food. And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew s 
not him. And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of thC'm, and 
s;i icl unto them, Ye are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye arc come. And 
they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants come. We 
arc all one man's sons; we arc true men, thy servants arc no spies. And he ~aid unto 
them, Nav, but to see the nakedness of the land ye arc come. And they said, \Ve thy 13 
sen·ants arc twcl\"C brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, 
the yo~n.gcst is this day with our father, and one is not. And Joseph said unto them, 
I!-,: ;s It that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies: he•eby ye shall be proved: by 
t~e de o~ Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come 
hither. Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be bound, 16 
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that your words may be proved, whelher there be truth in you: or else by the life 
of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. And he put them all together into ward three days. 

And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for I fear God: if 
ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound in your prison house; but go ye, 

20 carry corn for the famine of your houses: and bring your youngest brother unto me; 
so shall your words be Yerilied, and ye shall not die. And they did so. And they 
said one to another, \Ve arc Ycrily guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw tlw 
distress of his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this 
distress come upon us. And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, 
saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would not hear? therefore also. hhnld, 

2 3 his blood is required. And they knew not that Joseph understood them; ror thuc 
was an interpreter between them. And he turned himself about from them, and 
wept; and he returned to them, and spake to them, and took Simeon from among 
them, and bound him before their eyes. Then Joseph commanded to fill their \'e'Slls 
with corn, and lo restore every man's money into his sack, anrl to give them prm·ision 

26 for the way: and thus was it done unto them. And tl~~y laded tlwir asses with their 
corn, and departed thence. And as on_e of them opened his sack to give his ass 
provender in the lodging place, he espied his money; ancl, behold, it was in the moulh 
of his sack. And he said unto his brethren, :\ly money is restored; and, lo, it is even 
in my sack: and their heart failed them, and they turned trembling one to anolher, 
saying, What is this that God hath done unto us? 

2 9 And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and told him all 
that had befallen them: saying, The man, the lord of the land, spake roughly wilh us, 
and took us for spies of the country. And we said unto him, \\'e arc true men; we 
arc no spies: we be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest 

33 is this day with our father in the land of Canaan. And the man, the lord of the land, 
said unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye are true men; leave one of your brethren 
with me, and take corn for the famine of your houses, and go your way: and bring 
your youngest brother unto me: then shall I know that ye arc no spies, but that ye 
are true men: so will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall tra!Ttck in the lanrl. 
And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man's bundle 
of money was in his sack: and when they and their father saw their bundles of money, 

36 they were afraid. And Jacob their father said unto them, l\Ic have ye bereaved 
of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: 
all these things arc against me. And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, Slay my 
two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him 
to thee again. And he said, l\Iy son shall not go down with you; for his brother is 
dead, and he only is left: if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, th<'n 
shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

43 And .the famine was sore in the land. And it came to pass, when they had eaten 
up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go 
again, buy us a little food. And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did solemnly 
protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with you. 

4 If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go clown and buy thee food: but if 
thou wilt not send him, we will not go down: for the man said unto us, Ye shall not 
sec my face, except your brother be with you. And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye 
so ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother? And they said, The 
man asked straitly concerning ourselves, and concerning our kindred, saying, Is your 
father yet ali\·c? have ye another brother? and we told him according to the tennr 
of these words: could we in any wise know that he would say, Bring your broth<'r 

a down? And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad with me, and we will 
arise and go; that we may live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little 
ones. I will be surety for him; of mv hand shalt thou require him: if I bring him nol 
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unto thee, and set him before the~, then let me bear the blame for ever: for except we 
had lingered, surely we had now returned a second time. And their father Israel 
said unto them, If it be so now, do this; take of the choice fruits of the land in your 
vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, and a liltle honey, spiccry 
and myrrh, nuts, and almonds: and take double money in your hand; and the money 12 

that was returned in the mouth of your sacks carry again in your hand; peradventure 
it was an oversight: take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man: and 
God Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may release unto you your 
other brother and Benjamin. And if I be berea\'Cd of my children, I am bereaved. 

And the men took that present, and they took double money in their hand, and 15 
Benjamin; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, and stood before J ::iseph. And 
when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his h0use, 
Bring the men into the house, and slay, and make ready; for the men shall dine with 
me at noon. ..\ncl the man did as Joseph bade; and the man brought the men into 
Joseph's hous~. And the men were afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's 
house; and they said, Because of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first 
time are we brought in; that he·may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and 
take us for bondmen, and our asses. And they came near to the steward of Joseph's 19 
house, and they spake unto him at the door of the house, and said, Oh my lord, we 
came indeed down at the first time to buy food: and it came to pass, when we came to 
the lodging place, that we opened our sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in 
the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight: and we have brought it again in our 
hand. And other monev have we brought down in our hand to buy foocl: we know 22 

not who put our money in our sacks. And he said, Peace be to you, fear not: your 
God, and the God of your father, hath gh-cn you treasure in your sacks: I had your 
mPney. And he brought Simeon out unto them. And the man brought the men into 
Joseph's house, and ga\'e them water, and they washed their feet; and he ga\'e their 
asses pro,·ender. 

And they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: for they heard 25 
that they should eat bread there. Anrl when Joseph came home, they brought him 
the present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed down themselves to 
him to the earth. And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is your father well, 
the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? And they said, Thy servant 
our father is well, he is yet aliYe. And they bowed the head, and made obeisance. 
And he lifted up his eyes, and saw Ilcnjamin his brother, his mother's son, and said, 29 

Is this your youngest brother, of whom ye spake unto me? And he said, God be 
gracious unto thee, my son. And Joseph made haste; for his bowels did yearn upon 
his brother: and he sought where to weep; and he entered into his chamber, and 
wept there. And he washed his face, and came out; and he refrained himself, and 
said, Set on bread. And they set on for him by himself, and for trem by themseh·cs, 32 
an_d for the Egyptians. which did cat with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians 
m1.e:ht net eat bread with •he Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 
1\nd they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright, and the rnungest 
according to his youth: and the men marvelled one with another. Anri' he t~ok 
and ,;c11l messes u·nto them from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so 
much as any of theirs. And they drank and were merry with him. 

,\nd he rnmmanrlcd the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men's sacks with 44 
food, as much as they can carry, and put every man's money in his sack's mouth. 
And put my mp, the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the yo1mgest, and his corn 
money. And he did according to the word that Joseph had spoken. As soon as 
the morning was light, the men were sent away, they and their asses. And when they 4 
"·ere gone out of the city, and were not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward l.1p, 
follow after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, '"-''1' re-
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fore have ye rewarded evil for good? Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and 
whereby he indeed divineth? ye have done evil in so doing. And he overlook them, 

7 and he spake unto them these words. And they said unto him, Wherefore spcakelh 
my lord such words as these? God forbid that thy servants should do such a thing. 
Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee 
out of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or 
gold? With whomsoever of thy scrrnnls it be found, !cl him die, and we also will 

robe my lord's bondmen. And he said, Now also let it be according unto your w::irrls: 
he with whom it is found shall be my bondman; and ye shall be blameless. Then 
they hasted, and took clown every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man 
his sack. And he searched, and began at the eldest, and icft at the youngest: and 
the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. Then they rent their clothes, and laded 
every man his ass, and returned lo the city. 

14 And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph's house; and he was yet there: and 
they fell before him on the ground. And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this 
that ye have done? know ye not that such a man as I can indeed divine? And J urlah 
said, What shall we say unto my lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear 
ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants:. behold, we are my lord's 
bondmen, both we, and he also in whose hand the cup is found. And he said, God 
forbid that I should do so: the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my 
bondman; but as for you, get you up in peace unto your father. 

13 Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray 
thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy servant: 
for thou art even as Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, 
or a brother? And we said unto my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child 
of his old age, a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, 

21 and his father lovcth him. And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down 
unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. And we said unto my lord, The lad 
cannot leave his father: for if he should leave his father, his father woulcl die. Anrl 
thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest brother come down with you, ye 
shall see my face no more. And it came to pass when we came up unto thy servant 

25 my father, we told him the words of my lord. And our father said, Go again, buy 
us a little food. And we said, \Ve cannot go down: if our youngest brother be with 
us, then will we go down: for we may not see the man's face, except our youngest 
brother be with us. And thy servant my father said unto us, Y c know that my wife 
bare me two sons: and the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in 

29 pieces; and I have not seen him since: and if ye take this one also from me, and 
mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
Now therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the lad be not with us; 
seeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life; it shall come to pass, when he seclh 
that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring clown the 

32 gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became 
surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then shall I 
bear the blame to my father for ever. Now therefore, let thy servant, I pray t:1ee, 
abide instead of the lac\ a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his bret',rcn. 
For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest I sec th .. ~'ii 
that shall come on my father. 

45 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood hy him; anrl he 
cried, Cause every man to go out from me. Ancl there stood no man with him, while 
Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyp
tians heard, ancl the house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph said unto his brethren, 
I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; 

4 for they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, Co'nc 
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near to me, I pray you. f\nd they came near. And he said, I am J.oseph your brother 
whom ye sold into Egypt. And now be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that 
ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. For these two 
)•cars hath the famine been in the land: and .there arc yet five years in the which 
there shall be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve 7 
you a remnant in the earth, and to saYe you alive by a great deliverance. So now it 
was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to 
my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of 
all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: and tbou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, ro 
and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, 
and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: and there will I nourish thee; 
for there are yet li1·c years of famine; lest thou come to poverty, thou, and thy house
hold, and all that thou hast. And, behold, your eyes see, and the _eyes of my brother 
Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. And ye shall tell my father of 13 
all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye ha1·c seen; and ye shall haste and bring down 
my father hither. And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: 
and after that hi$ brethren talked with him. 

And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's brethren 16 
are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his serYants. And Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto 
the land of Canaan; and take your father and your households, and come unto me: 
and I will g11·e you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. 
Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt 19 
for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. Also re
gard not vour stuff; for the good of all the land of Er.,rypt is yours. And the sons of 
Israel dicl so: and Joseph gaYe them wagons, according to the commandment of 
Pharaoh, and ga1·e· them provision for the way. To all of them he gave each man 22 

changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five 
changes of raiment. And lo his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden with 
the good thing-s of Egypt, and ten she-asses laden with corn and bread aod victual 
for his father by the way. So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he 
said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way. 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob 25 
their father. Ancl they told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is ruler over all 
the land of Egypt. And his heart fainted, for he believed them not. And they told 
him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he saw the 
wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived: 
and Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go ancl see him before 
I die. 

And Israel look his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-shcba, and 46 
offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac. And God spake unto Israel in 
the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. And he 
said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down in to Egypt; for I will 
there make of thee a great nation: I will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will 
also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. Ands 
Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, 
a~d their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry 
him. Ancl they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten in the land 
of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him: his sons, and his 
sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters and all his seed brought 
he with him into Egypt. ' 
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The Children of Israel which came into Egypt 
8 And these are the names of the children 

of Israel, which came into Egypt, Jacob and 
his sons: Reuben, Jacob'e firstborn. And 
the sons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Pallu, 
and Hezron, and Carmi. And the sons of 
Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, 
and Tachin, and Zohnr, and Shaul the son 

n of a Canaanitish woman. And the sons of 
Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. And 
the sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and 
Shclah, and Perez, and Zerah: but Er 
and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 
And' the sons of Perez were Hczron and 

13 Hamul. And the sons of Issachar; Tola, 
and Puvah, and lob, and Shimron. And 
the sons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, 
and Jahleel. These are the sons of Leah, 
which she bare unto Jacob in Paddan
aram, with his daughter Dinah: all the 

. souls of his sons and his daughters were 
16 thirty and three. And the som of Gad; 

Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, 
and Arodi, and Arcli. And the sons of 
Asher; Imnah, and. Ishvah, and Ishvi, 
and Beriah, and Serah their sister: and 
the sons of Beriah; Heber, and l\fakhid. 

These are the sons of Zilpah, which Laban 18 
gave lo Leah his daughter, and these she 
bare unto Jacob, even sixteen souls. The 
sons of Rachel Jacob's wife; Joseph and 
Benjamin. And unto Joseph i11 the land 
of. Egypt. were born Manasseh and Eph
rann, which Ascnath the daugh1er of Poti
phera priest of On bare unto him. And 21 

the sons of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, 
and Ashbcl, Gcra, and i\i"aaman, Ehi, antl 
Rosh, l\Iuppim, and Huppim, and Ard. 
These arc the sons of Rachd, which were 
born lo Jacob: all the souls were fourteen. 
Anrl the sons of Dan; Hushim. And the 23 
sons of Naphtali; Jahzecl, and Guni, ancl 
Tczer, and Shillcm. These arc the sons pf 
i.Jilhah, which Laban gave unto Rachel 
his <kughter, and these she bare unto 
Jacob: all the souls were se\"Cn. All the 26 
souls that came with Jacob into Eg,rt, 
which came out of his loins, bc~idcs Jacob's 
sons' wh-cs, all the souls were threescore and 
'ix; and the sons of Joseph, which were 
horn lo him in Egypt, were two souls: 
a II the smds of the house of Jacob, which 
came into Egypt, were threescore and ten. 

28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, lo shew the way before him unto 
Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. And Joseph made ready his 
chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father to Goshen; and he presented himself 
unto him, and fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. And Israel 
said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I ha Ye sern thy face, that thou art yet aliYc. 
And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go up, and tdl 
Pharaoh, and will say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, "·hich were in 

32 the land of Canaan, are come unto me; and the men arc shepherds, for they have been 
keepers of cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they 
have. And it shall come to pas5, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is 
your occupation? that ye shall say, Thy servants ha Ye been keepers of cattle from 
our youth even until now, both we, and our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of 
Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 

47 Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, and said, My Lther and my brethren, 
and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they haYc, arc come out of the land of 
Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen. And from among his brethren 
he took five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto his 
brethren, What is your occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy scn·ants arc 

4 shepherds, both we, and our fathers. And they said unto Pharaoh, ·To sojourn in 
the land are we come; for there is no pasture for thy servants' flocks; for the famine 
is sore in the land of Canaan: now, therefore, we pray thee, let thy serrnnts dwell 
in the land of Goshen. And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, sa~·ing, Thy father and thy 
brethren are come unto thee: the land of Egypt is before thee; in the best of the land 
make thy father and thy brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them dwell: 
and if thou knowest any able men among them, then make them rulers O\Tr my 

7 cattle. And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How many are the days of 
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the wars of thv life? And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my 
pilgrimage arc.an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have been the days of the 
wars of my life, and they have not attained unto the days of the years of the hfe of my 
fathers in ·the days of their pilgrimage. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out 10 

from the presence of Pharaoh. And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and 
gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in th~ best of_ the la~d, in the land ~f 
Ramcses as Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph no unshed h ts father, and his 
brethren: and all his father's household, with bread, according to their families. 

:\nd there was no bread in all the land; for the famine was very sore, so that the 13 
lanrl of Egvpt and the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. And Joseph 
gathered t;p all the money that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the Histo 
land of Canaan, for the corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the ry 
money into Pharaol.'s house. And when the money was all spent in the land of 
Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, 
Gi1·e us bread: for why should we die in thy presence? for our money faileth. And 16 

Joseph said, Give your cattle; and I will give you for your cattle, if money fail. 
:\nd they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Joseph gave them· bread in exchange 
for the horses, and ror the flocks, and for the herds, and for the asses: and he fed them 
with bread in exchange for all their cattle for that year. And when that year was 
ended, the1· came unto him the second vear, and said unto him, 'Ve will not hide from 
my lord, how that our money is all s.pcnt; and the herds of c1ttle arc my lord's; 
there is nought left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands: \\'here- r9 
fore should we die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us and our lanr for 
bread, and we and our land will be serrnnts unto Pharaoh: and gil·e us seed, that we 
may live, am\ not die, and that the land be not desolate. So Joseph bought all the 
land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the E,~yptians sold e1·ery man his field, because the 
famine was sore upon them: and the land became Pharaoh's. And as for the people, 
he removed them to the cities from one encl of the border of Egypt eYcn lo the other 
end thereof. Only the Janel of the priests bought he not: for the priests had a por- 22 

lion from Pharaoh, and did cat their portion "·hich Pharaoh gal'e them; wherefore 
they sold not their land. Then Joseph said unto the people, Behold, I hal'e bought 
you this clay and your land for Pharaoh: In, hC'rc is seed for you, and ye shall sow the 
land. And it shall come to pass at the ingatherings, that ye shall giYe a fifth unto 
Pharaoh, and four parts shall he your own, for seed cif the field, and for rnur food, 
and for them of your hnuseholcls, and for food for your litt'le one.;. And 'they said, 2s 

Thou hast saYed our li1·es: let us !ind grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be 
Pharaoh's servants. And Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt 
unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth; only the land of the priests aionc 
became not Pharaoh's. And Israel dwelt in th~ land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen; 
and they gat them possessions therein, and were fruitful, and multiplied exceedingly. 

Blessing and Death of Jacob 
And Jacob. li1:ed in the land of Egypt scventren years: so the <lays of Jacob, 28 

the years of his hfc, were an hundred forty and seven years. And the time drew 
rwar that Israel must die: and he called his son Joseph, ancl said unto him, If now I 
h~1·c found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and deal 
kindly and truly with me; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: but when I sleep with 
my father~, thou _shalt carry me out of E~·pt, and bury me in their buryingplacc. 
And h~ said, I wtll do as thou hast said. And he said, Swcvr unto me: and he sware 
unto ht~. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head. 

And tt came to pass after these things, that one said to Joseph, Behold, thy father 48 
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is sick: and he look with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. And one told 
Jacob, and said, Ilehold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and Israel strengthened 
himself, and sat upon the bed. And Jacob said unto Joseph, Goel Almighty appeared 

4 unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, and said unto me, Behold, 
I will make thee fruitful, and mulliply thee, and I will make of thee a company of 
peoples; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession. 
And now thy two sons, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came 
unto thee into Egypt, arc mine; Ephraim and Manasseh, even as Reuben and Simeon. 
shall be mine. And thy issue, which thou begettcst after them, shall he thine; they 

7 shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance. And as form(•, 
when I came from Pacldan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, 
when there was still some way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the 
way to Ephrath (the same is Bcth-lchem). And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, 
Who arc these? And Joseph said unto his father, They arc my sons, whom God 
hath giYcn me here. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless 

10 them. Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not sec. And 
he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and cm braced them. And 
Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought lo sec thy face: and, lo, God hath let me 
see thy seed also. And Joseph brought them out from between his knees; and he 
bowed himself with his face to the earth. And JosPph took them both, Ephraim in 
his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward 

14 Israel's right hand, and brought them near unto him. And Israel stretched out his 
right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and his left hand 
upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the first
born. And he blessed Joseph, and said, The Goel before whom my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac did walk, the Goel which hath fed me all my life long unto this clay, the 
angel which hath redecmeu me from all cYil, bless the lads; and let my name be named 
on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into 

17 a multitude in the midst of the earth. And when Joseph saw that his father laid his 
right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's 
hand, lo remove it from Ephraim's head unto ~\fanasseh's head. And Joseph said 
unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon 
his head. And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also 
shall become a people, and he also shall be great: howbeit his younger brother shall 

20 be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. And he blessed 
them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim 
and as i\lanasseh: and he set Ephraim before i\lanasseh. And Israel said unto 
Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land 
of your fathers. Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, 
which I took out of the hand of the Amoritc with my sword and with my bow. 

49 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: Gather yourselves together, that I 

3 

may tell you that which shall befall you in the latter days. 

The Blessing of Jacob 
Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob,· 

And hearken unto Israel your father. 

Reuben, thou art my firstborn, 
My might, and the beginning of my strength; 

The excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power. 
Unstable as water, thou shalt not have the excellency; 

Because thou wen test up to thy father's bed: 
Then delilcdst thou it: he went up to my couch. 
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Simeon and LeYi are brethren; 
Weapons of violence are their swords. 

0 my soul, come not thou into their council; 
llnto their assembly, my glory, be not thou united; 

For in their anger they slew men, 
And in their selfwill they houghed oxen. 

Cursed be thl'ir anger, for it was fierce; 
And their wrath, for it was cruel: 

I will di\'idc them in Jacob, 
And scatter them in Israel. 

J uclah, thee shall thy brethren praise: 
Thy hand shall be on the neck of thine enemies; 
Thv father's sons shall bow down before thee. 

Judah i~ a lion's whelp; 
From the _prey, my son, thou art gone up: 

He stooped down, he couched as a lion, 
And as a lioness; who shall rouse him up? 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
Nor the ruler's stall from between his feet, 

Till he co;ne to Shiloh, 
Ilaving the obedience of the peoples. 

Bindin,g his foal unto the Yine, 
.\nd his ass's colt unto the choice vine; 

He hath washed his garments in wine, 
And his \'esture in the blood of grapes: 

His c,·es shall be red with wine, 
.. \nd his teeth white with milk. 

Zcbulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea: 
Ancl he shall be for an haven of ships; 

And his border shall be upon Zidon. 

Issachar is a strong ass, 
Couching clown between the sheepfolds: 

And he saw a resting place that it was good, 
And the land that it was pleasant; 

And he bowed his shoulder to bear, 
And became a servant under taskwork. 

Dan shall judge his people, 
. .\s one of the tribes of Israel. 

Dan shall be a serpent in the way, 
An acld~r in the path. 

That biteth the horse's heels, 
So that his rider falleth backward. 

I lta<.'C wailed for thy salvation, 0 LORD. 

Gad, a troop shall press upon him: 
But he shall press upon their heel. 

Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, 
And he shall yield royal dainties. 
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Naphtali is a hind let loose: 
He giveth goodly words. 

Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
A fruitful bough by a fountain; 

His branches run o\·er the wall. 
The archers have sorely grieved him, 

And shot at him, and persecuted him: 
But his bow abode in strength, 

And the arms of his hands were made strong, 
By the hands of the ~Iighty One of Jacob, 

(From thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel.,) 
E\·en by the God of thy father, who shall help thee, 

And by the Almighty, who shall bless thee, 
\Yi th blessings of heaven abo,·e, 
Blessings of the deep that coucheth beneath, . 

Blessings of the breasts, and of the worn b. 
The blessings of thy father have pre\•ailed 
Above the blessings of my progenitors 

Cnto the utmost bound of the e\·erlasting hills: 
They shall be on the head of Joseph, 

And on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren. 

Benjamin is a wolf that ravineth: 
In the morning he shall devour the prey, 
And at e\·en he shall divide the spoil. 

2 s All these are the tweh·e tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake unto 
them and blessed them; e\·ery one according to his blessing he blessed them. And 
he· charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury 
me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, in the ca,·e 
that is in the field of ~Iachpelah, which is before ~Iamre, in the land of Canaan, which 
Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a. burying-

31 place: there they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and 
Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah: the field and the cave that is therein, 
which was purchased from the children of Heth. And when Jacob made an end of 
charging his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, 
and was gathered unto his people. 

50 And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. And 
Joseph commanded his sen·ants the physicians to embalm his father: and the phy
sicians embalmed Israel. And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled 
the days of embalming: and the Egyptians wept for him threescore and ten days. 

4 And when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph spake unto the house 
of Pharaoh, saying, If no"· I ha\·e found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in 
the ears of Pharaoh, saying, ~Iy father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my graYe 
which I have digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now 
therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will come a.gain. And 

1 Pharaoh said, Go up, and bu!'}· thy father, according as he made thee swear. And 
Joseph went up to bu!'}· his father: and with him went up all the sen·ants of Pharaoh, 
the clders of his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, and all the house of 
Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house: only their little ones, and their 
flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen. And there went up with him 
both chariots and horsemen: and il was a very great company. And they came lo 
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:he thrt'shing-noor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they lamented with 
a 1·en· great and sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven 
da1·s.' And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning 11 

in ihe tloor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous 'mourning to the Egyptians': where
fore the name of it was called 'Abel-mizraim,' which is beyond Jordan. _ind his 
S\ •ns did unto him according as he commanded them: for his sons carried nim in lo 
the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which 
Aliraham bought with the field, for a possession of a buryingplace, of Ephron the 
Hittite, before '.\lamre. 

And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up will. 14 
him to bury his father, after he had buried his father. And when Joseph's brethren 
saw that th.eir father was dead, they said, It may be that Joseph will hate us, and will 
fully requite us all the evil which we did unto him. And they sent a message unto 
Ju>cph, saying, Thy lather did command before he died, saying, So shall ye say unto 17 
Jo>cph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the transgression of thy brethren, and their sin, 
for that they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the transgression of 
the ,;ervanl,; of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 
And his brethren also went and fell down before his face: and they said, Behold, we 
he thy servants. :\nd Joseph said unto them, Fear not": for am I in the place of 19 
God' _.\ml as for you, ye meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people ali1•e. Now, therefore, fear ye 
not. 1 will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake 
kindh- unto them. 

And Jo,;eph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father's house; and Joseph lived an hundred 22 

and ten years. And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: the 
children also of '.\Iachir the son of Manasseh were born upon Joseph's knees. And 
]<>'eph said unto his brethren, I die: hut God will surely visit you, and bring you up 
out of this land, unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, 
and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. So Joseph died, being an hundred and 
ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 

THE EXODUS 
OR THE MIGRATION OF THE CHOSEN NATION TO THE LAND OF 

PROMISE 

BOOK III.-THE MIGRATION FROM EGYPT TO SINAI 

Append.ix A. -'-A Census 

Now th:se are the name• of the sons of I Zebulun, and Benjamin; Dan and Naphtali, 
Israel: which came into E~ypl; every man Gad and Asher. And all the souls that~ 
and h1_s household _came with Jacob. Reu- came out of the loins of Jacoh were seventy 
bcn, Slffieon, Levi, and Judah; Jssachar, souls: and Joseph was in Egypt :!ready. 

And Joseph died, and all his brethren, and all that gen~ration. And the children 6 
?f Isr~el were fruitful, and increasc!d abundantlv, and multiplied, and waxed exceed
mg mighty; and the land was filled with them. 
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Story of Moses and the Plagues of Egypt 

a Now there arose a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. And he said 
unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier 
than we: come, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, 
that, when there falleth out any w?.r, they also join themselves unto our enemies, 
and fight against us, and get them up out of the land. Therefore they did set over 
them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And thev built for Pharaoh 

12 store cities, Pithom and Raamses. But the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And they were grieved becau~e of 
the children of Israel. And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with 
rigour: and they made their Ji,·es bitter with hard service, in mortar and in brick, 
and in all manner of s~rvice in the field, all their service wherein they made therr serve 
with rigour. 

15 And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwiws, of which the name of one 
was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah: and he said, \Vhcn ye do the office 
of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the birthstool; if it be a son, 
then ye shall kill him;- but if it be a daughter, then she shall Ji,·e. But the midwives 
feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men 

18 children alive. And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said unto them, 
Why have ye done this thing, and have sawd the men children aliYe? And the 
midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian 
women; for they are liYely, and are deliwred ere the midwife come unto them. 

20 And God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed \"Cl')' 

. mighty. And it came to pass, because the midwi,·cs feared God, that he made them 
houses. And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, EYery son that is born ye shall 
cast into the river, and e\"ery daughter ye shall saYe ali1·e. 

2 And there went a man of the house of LeYi, and took to wife a daughter of Led. 
And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she Sa.whim that he was a goodly 
child, she hid him three months. And when she could not longer hide him, she took 
for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch; and she put 
the child therein, and laid ii in the flags by the riYer's brink. .-\nd his sister stood afar 

s off, to know what would be done to him. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down 
to bathe at the river; and her maidens walked along by the riYer side; and she saw 
the ark among the flags, and sent her handmaid to fetch it. And she opened it, 
and saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, 
and said, This is one of the Hebrews' children. Thrn said his sister to Pharaoh's 
daughter, Shall I go and call thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nur,;1• 

8 the child for thee? And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went 
and called the child's mother. And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this 
child away, and nurse it for me, and I will giYe thee thy wages. And the- woman 
took the child, and nursed it. And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pha
raoh's daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name ':\Ioscs,' and said, 
Because I 'drew him out' of the water. 

11 And it came to pass in those days, when :Moses was grown up, that he went out 
unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he saw an Egyptian smiting an 
Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way and that way, and when he 
saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. AnJ 
he went out the second. day, and, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: 

14 and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? And he 
said, Who made thee a pri.nce and a judge over us? thinkest thou to kill me, as thou 
killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely the thing is known. 
Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But ~loses fled 
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from the facl' of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a 
well. Now the priest of l\Iidian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, 
and tilled the troughs lo water their father's flock. And the shepherds came and 1; 
drow them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and walered their flock. 
An<l when thev came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon 
to-dav? Anci they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, 
and 1;1oreover he drew water for us, and watered the flock. And he said unto his 20 

daught<>rs, :\nd where is hl'? why is it that ye have left the man? call him, that he 
m~n; cat bread. And :\loses was conlenl to dwell with the man: and he gave Mose' 
Zi1iporah his daughter. And she bare a son, and he called his name 'Gershom ': 
fnr he said, I haw bel'n a 'sojourner' in a stran.ge land. 

:\ncl it came to pass in the course of those many days, that the king of Egypt 23 

dil'd: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, 
and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. And God heard their 
groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abnham, with Isaac, and with 
Jacob. And God saw the children of Israel, and God took knowledge of them. 

:\'ow :\loses was keeping the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of l\Iidian: 3 
and he led thl' flock to the back of the wilderness, and came to the mountain of God, 
unto HordJ. :\nd the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of 
the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the 
bush was nut consumed. And Moses said, I will turn aside now, and sec this great 
sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to 4 
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. 
And he said, Herc am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from 
off thy fret, for the place wherl'on thou standcst is holy ground. Moreover he said, 
I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. An•l ~loses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. And the 7 
LORD said, I ha,·e surely seen the aftliction of my people which arc in Egypt, and have 
heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; and I am 
come down lo deliYer them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and lo bring them up 
out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; 
unto the place of the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, 
and the Hi,·ite, and the Jebusite. Ancl now, behold, the cry of the children of Israel 9 
is come unto me: moreover I have seen the opprl'ssion wherewith the Egyptians 
oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. And Moses said 
unto God, \\'ho am 1, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should brin~ forth 
the children of Israel out of Egypt? And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and r2 

I his shall he the token unto thee, that I have sent thee: when thou hast brought forth 
the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. And ?\loses said 
unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, 
The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is 
l1is name' ""hat shall I say unto them? And God said unto l\I ~ses, I All THAT I AM: 14 
and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, r All hath sent me unto 
you. And God said moreover unto :\foses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
J.;racl, The Ln~1>, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is 
my memorial unto all generations. Go, and galher the elders of Israel together, 16 
and say unto them, The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob. hath appeared unto me, saying, I have surely Yisitcd you, and seen 
that which is dune to you in Egypt: and I have said, I will bring you up out of the 
affiiction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, 
and the Perizzite, and the Hivitc, and the Jebusite, unto a land flowing with milk 
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18 and honey. And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou shalt come, thou and the 
elders of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The LORD, the 
God of the Hebrews, hath met with us: and now let us go, we pray thee, three davs' 
journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. And I 
know that the king of Egypt will not give you leave to go, no, not by a mighty hand. 

20 And I will put forth my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do 
in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go. And I will give this people 
favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, 
ye shall not go empty: but every woman shall ask of her neighbour, and of her that 
sojourneth in her house, jewels Gf silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye 
shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the 

4 Eeyptians. And l\foses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, 
nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee. 
And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 
And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a 
serpent; and Moses fled from before it. And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth 
thine hand, and take it by the tail: (and he put forth his hand, and laid hold of it, 

sand it became a rod in his hand:) that they may believe that the LORD, the God of 
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath 
appeared unto thee. And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand 
into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, be
hold, his hand was leprous, as white as snow. And he said, Put thine hand into thy 
bosom again. (And he put his hand into his bosom again; and when he took it out 

8 of his bosom, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh.) And it shall come to 
pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that 
they will bel_ieve the voice of the latter sign. And it shall come to pass, if they will 
not believe even these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take 
of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou 

10 takest out of the riwr shall become blood upon the dry land. And l\Ioses said unto 
the LORD, Oh Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast 
'spoken unto thy sen-ant: for I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. And the 
LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh a man dumb, 
or deaf, or seeing, or blind? is it not I the LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be 

'3 with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt speak. And he said, Oh Lord, send, 
I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send. And the anger of the LORD 
was kindled against ~'doses, and he said, Is there not Aaron thy brother the Levite? 
I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and 

15 when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak unto him, and 
put the words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and 
will teach you what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the peopli!: 
and it shall come to pass, that he shall be to thee a mouth, and thou shalt be to him 
as God. And thou shalt take in thine hand this rod, wherewith thou shalt do the 
signs. 

18 And :\-loses went and returned to Jethro his father in law, and said unto him, LC't 
me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, a~d see whetlwr 
they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. And the LORD sai I 
unto l\Ioses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead wh:ch sought 
thy life. And Moses took his. wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he 

21 returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. r\nd 
the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest back into Egypt, see that thou do before 
Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, 
and he will not let the people go. And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the 
LORD, Israel is my son, my firstborn: and I have said unto thee, Let my son go, that 
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he mav serve me; and thou hast refused to let him go: behold, I will slay thy son, thy 
tirstlx)rn . 

.-\nd it came to pass on the way at the lodging place, that the· LORD met him, and 2 4 
sought to kill him. Then Zipporah took a flint, and cut off the foreskin of her son, 
and cast it at his feet; and she said, Surely a bridegroom of blood art thou to me. 
So he let him alone. Then she said, A bridegroom of blood art thou because of the 
circumcision. 

And the LoRD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he 
went, and met him in the mountain of God, and kissed him. And ]'\'loses told Aaron 26 

all the words of the LoRD wherewith he had sent him, and all the signs wherewith 
he had charged him. And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders 
of the children of Israel: and Aaron spake all the words which the Lo1m had spoken 
unto :\loses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. And the people believed: 
and when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel, and that he 
had seen their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped. 

And afterward ?\loses and .'\aron came, and said unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the 5 
LoRD, the God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in 
the wilc'erness. And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should hearken unto 
his rnice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, and moreover I will not let Israel go. 
And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, 
three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice unto the LORD our God; le:;t 
he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword. And the king of Egypt said unto 4 
them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, loose the people from their works? get 
you unto your burdens. And Pharaoh said, Ikhold, the people of the land are now 
manv, and ve make them rest from their burdens. And the same rlav Pharaoh com
man~lcd th~ taskmasters of the people, and their officers, saying, Y~ shall no more 
gi\'e the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: let them go ancl gather straw for 
themseh·es. Ancl the talc of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall B 
lay upon them; ye shall not diminish aught thereof: for they be idle; therefore they 
crv, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God. Let heavier work be laid upon the 
men, that they may labour therein; and let them not regard lying words. And the 
ta>kmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and they spake to the people, 
s:i.ying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. Go yourselves, get you straw II 
11·here ye can finrl it: for naught of your work shall be diminished. So the people 
were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 
And the taskmasters were urgent, saying, Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, as when 
there was straw. And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh's task
masters had set over them, were beaten, and demanded, \Vherefore have ye not ful
filled your task both yesterday and to-day, in making brick as heretofore? Then the 15 
officers of the children of Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saving, \\Therefore 
dcalest thou thus with thy servants? There is no straw given unto thy servants, 
antl they say to us, \lake brick: ancl, behold, thy servants arc beaten; but the fault is 
in thine own people. But he said, Ye arc idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go 
anrl s1crilice lo the LORD. Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no straw be 18 
g:iven you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. And the officers of the children of 
lira~) r:id see that they were in evil case, when it was said, Ye shall not minish aught 
from your bricks, your daily tasks. And they met \lose:; and Aaron, who stood in the 
way, as they came forth from Pharaoh: and thev said unto them, The LoRu look 21 

upon you, and judge; because ye have made our-savour to be abhorred in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 
And \loses returned unto the LORD, and said, Lord, wherefor~ hast thou evil entreated 
this people' why is it that thou hast sent me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak 
in thy name, he hath evil entreated this people; neither hast thou de.livered thy people 
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6 at all. And the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: 
for by a strong hand shall he let them go, and by a strong hand shall he drive them 
out of his land. 

And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am JEHO\'AH: and I appeared 
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my na:ne JEHO· 

4 \'AH I was not known to them. And I ha\'e also established my covenant with them, 
to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their sojournings, wherein they sojourned 
And moreover I have heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians 
keep in bondage; and I have remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the 
children of Israel, I am Jehovah, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a 

7 stretched out arm, and with great judgements: and I will take you to me for a people, 
and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am Jehovah your God, which 
bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you in 
unto the land, concerning which I li[ted up my hand to give it to Abraham, to Tsaac, 
and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage: I am Jehovah. And Moses 
spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish 
of spirit, and for cruel bondage. 

10 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, that he let the children of Israel go out of his land. And :.\loses spake before 
the LORD, saying, Behold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto me; how 
then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised lips? And the LORD spake 
unto Moses and unto Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the children of Israel. and 
unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 

Appendix B. -Heads of the Fathers' Houses 
, 4 These are the heads of their fathers' 

houses: the sons of Reuhen tl-te firstborn 
of Israel; Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and 
Carmi: these are the families of Reuben. 
And the sons of Simeon; J emuel, and 
Jamin, and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, 
and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish woman: 

16 thcse are the families of Simeon. And these 
are the names of the sons of Levi according 
to their generations; Gershon, and Kohath, 
and Merari: and the vears of the lire of 
Levi were an hundred thirtv and seven 
vears. The sons of Gershon'; Lihni and 

18 Shimei, according to their famili~s. And 
the sons of Kohath; Amram, and Izhar, 
and Hebron, and C"zziel: and the years 
of the lire of Kohath were an hundred 
thirty and three years. And the sons cJ 
Merari; '.\fahli and Mushi. These are the 
[amilies of the Levites accorrling to their 

20 generations. And Amram took him Joche
bed his father's sister to wife; and she bare 
him Aaron and Moses: and the years of 

the life of Amram were an hundred and 
thirtv and seven wars. And the sons of 
Izhar; Korah, a~d !\epheg, and Zichri. 
And the sons of Czziel; Mishael, and Elza- 2• 
phan, and Sithri. And Aaron took him 
Elisheba, the daughter of Amminadab, the 
sister of Nahshon, to wife; and she bare 
him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Itha
mar. And the sons of Korah; Assir, 24 
and Elkanah, and Abiasaph; these arc 
the families of the Korahites. And Elea
zar .-\aron's son look him one of thC' 
daughters of Putiel to wife; and she bare 
him Phinehas. These are the heads of 
the fathers' houses of the Levites accord-
ing to their families. These are that 26 
Aaron and Moses, to whom the LoRu 
said, Bring out the children of Israel 
from the lane~ of Egypt according to their 
hosts. These are they which spake to 
Pharaoh king of Egvpt, to bring out the 
children of Israel from Egypt: these are 
that Moses and Aaron. 

28 And it came to pass on the day when the LORD spake unto Moses in the land of 
Egypt, that the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, I am the LORD: speak thou unto 
Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I speak unto thee. And Moses said before the LORD, 

7 Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me? And 
the LORD said un_to Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh. and Aaron thy 
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Lrothcr shall Lie thy prophet. Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron 
thy brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he let the children of Israel go out of his 
land. And l will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders 
i11 the land of Egypt. But Pharaoh will not hearken unto you, and I will lay my 4 
hand upon Egypt, and bring forth my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of 
the land of Egypt Ly great judgements. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lo1m, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of 
Israel from among them. And Moses and Aaron did so; as the LORD commanded 
them, so did they. And !\loses was fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and 
three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, When Pharaoh shall 8 
s1-eak unto you, saying. Shew a wonder for you: then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take 
tfl\· rod, and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it become a serpenl. And Moses and 
Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so, as the LORD had commanded: and 
Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his serrnnts, and it became a 
serpent. Then Pharaoh al3o called for the wise men and the sorcerers. and they u 

also, the magicians of Egrpt, did in like manner with their enchantments. For they 
cast down c\"Cry man hi:; rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed 
up their rods. .-\nd Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; 
as the LORD had spoken. 

And the LORD said unto l\Ioses, Pharaoh's heart is stubborn, he refuscth to let q 
the people go. Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goeth out unto the 
\Yalcr; and thou shalt stand by the ri,·er's brink to meet him; and the rod which was 
turned to a serpent shalt thou take in thine hand. And thou shalt say unto him, 
The LORD, the God o[ the Hebrews, hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my people 
go, that they may serve me in the wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou hast not 
hcHkcm·d. Thus saith the LORD, In this thou shalt know that I am the LORD: 17 

behold, I will smile with the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters which are in 
the ri,-er, and thev shall be turned to blood. And the fish that is in the ri,·er shall 
die, and lhe river shall stink; and the Egvptians shall loathe to drink water from the 
ri\"cr. And the LORD said unto :\loses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch 19 
out thine hand on·r the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, over their streams, and over 
their pools, and O\"'~r all their ponds of water, that they may become blood; and there 
shall he blood throughout all the land o[ Egypt, bolh in vessels of wood and in vessels 
of stone. And ~loses and Aaron did so, as lhe LORD commanded; and he lifted up 
the rod, and smote the waters th.it were in the ri\·er, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in 
the sight of his scrrnnts; anrl all the waters that were in the river were turned to 
blood. And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egypt· 21 

ians could not drink water [rom the river; and the blood was throughout all the 
land of Egypt. And the magicians of Egypt did in like manner with their enchant
ment'i: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as 
the LORD had spoken. And Pharaoh turned and went into his house, neither did he 23 
hy e\·en this In heart. And all the Egyptians digged round about the river for water 
'" drink; fnr they could not drink o[ the water o[ the river. And seven days were 
fulfilled, after that the Lo1rn had smillen the river. 

And the LORD spake unto !\loses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus 8 
sai<h the Lrmo, Let my people J!:O, that they may sen·e me. And if thou refuse to 
let them )!;o, beholrl, I will smite all thy borders with frogs: and the river shall swarm 
with frogs, which shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy bedchamber, 
~nd upon thv bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, and inlo 
thine owns, and into thy kneading-troughs: and the frogs.shall come up both upon 
Ihee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy serrnnts. And the LORD said unto !\loses, s 
Say unto !\aron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the rivers, over the streams, 
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and over the pools, and cause fro~s to come up upon the land of Egypt. And Aaron 
stretched out his hand over the waters of E11:ypl; and the fro)!;s came up, and covered 
the land of Egypt. And the magicians did in like manner with their enchantments, 

a and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron, and said, Intreat the LORD, that he take away the frogs from me, and from my 
people; and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice unto the LORD. And 
i\Ioscs said unto Pharaoh, Have thou this glory over me: against what time shall I 
intreat for thee, and for thy sen·ants, and for thy people, that the fro11:s he destroyed 

10 from thee and thy houses, and remain in the river only? And he said, Against to
morrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word: that thou mayest know that 
there is none like unto the Lmm our God. And the frogs shall depart from thee, and 
from thy houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people; they shall remain in 
the river only. And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: and Moses cried 

13 unto the Lmm concerning the frogs which he had brought upon Pharaoh. And the 
LORD did according to the word of Moses; and the fro11:s died out of the houses, out 
of the courts, and out of the fields. And they gathered them together in heaps: and 
the land stank. Ilut when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his heart, 
and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had spoken. 

r6 And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite 
the dust of the earth, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. And 
they did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of 
the earth, and there were lice upon man, and upon beast; all the dust of the earth 

r8 became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. And the ma11:icians did so with their 
enchantments to brin11: forth lice, but they could not: and there were lice upon man, 
and upcn beast. Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the finger of Goel: 
and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD 
had spoken. 

20 And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and sta'.1d before 
Pharaoh; lo, he cometh forth to the waler; and say unto him, Thus saith the L1RD, 
Let my people go, that they may sen·e me. Else, if thou wilt not let my people p;o, 
behold, 1 will send swarms of Aies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy 
people, and into thy houses: and the houses of the E11:yp1ians shall be full of swa1ms 

22 of flies, and also the ground whereon they are. And I will sever in that day the land 
of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no swanns of flies shall be there; lo the 
end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth. And I will pnl 
a division between my people and thy people: by lo-morrow shall this sign be. And 
the LORD did so; and there came grievous swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh, 
and into his servants' houses: and in all the lane\ of E11:ypt the land was corrupted 

25 by reason of the swarms of Aics. And Pharaoh called for l\foses and for Aaron, and 
said, Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land. And Moses said, It is not meet so to 
do; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians lo the LORD our God: 
lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will 
they not stone us> \\'e will go three days' journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice 

28 lo the LoRD our God, as he shall command us. And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, 
that ye may sacrifice to the Lo RD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go 
very far away: intreat for me. And Moses said, Ilehold, I 11:0 out from thee, and I 
will intreat the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from liis 
servants, and from his people, to-morrow: only let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully 

30 any more in not letting the people 11:0 to sacrifice to the LoRD. And :!\loses went out 
from Pharaoh, and in treated the LORD. And the LORD did accordinp; to the word of 
Moses; and he removed the swanns of Aies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from 
his people; there remained not one. And Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also 
and he did not let the people go. 
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Then the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus saith the 9 
LORD, the God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. For if 
thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still, behold, the hand of the LORD is 
upon thv cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, 
upon the herds, and upon the flocks: there shall be a very grievous murrain. And 
the LORD shall se\·er between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt: and there 
shall nothing die of all that belongeth to the children of Israel. And the LORD ap- ~ 
pointed a set time, saying, To-morrow the LORD shall do this thing in the land. And 
the LORD did that thing on the morrow, and all the cattle of Egypt died: but of the 
cattle of the children of Israel died not one. And Pharaoh sent, and, behold, there 
was not so much as one of the cattle oi the Israrlites dead. But the heart of Pharaoh 
was stubborn, and he did not let the poeple go. 

And the LORD said unto :\loses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of ashes 8 
of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 
And it shall become small dust O\'Cr all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking 
forth with blains upon man and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. And 
thev took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it 
up -toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man and 
upon beast. And the magicians could not stand befor~ Moses because of the boils; u 
for the boib were upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. And the LORD 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had 
snoken unto :\loses. 

And the LoRD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before 13 
Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, Let my 
people go, that they may serve me. For I will this time send all my plagues upon 
thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people; that thou mayest know that 
there is none like me in all the earth. For now I had put forth my hand, and smitten 
thee and thy people with pestilence, and thou hadst been cut off from the earth: 
but in wry del'd fo~ this cause haYe I made thee to stand, for to shew thee my power, r6 
and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth. As yet exaltest thou 
thyself against my people, that thou wilt not let them go? Behold, to-morrow about 
this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath not been in Egypt 
sinrr the day it was found~d even until now. Now therefore send, hasten in thy ,9 
cattle and all that thou hast in the field; for every man and beast which shall be 
found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, 
and they shall die. He that feared the word of the LORD among the servants of 
Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses: and he that regarded 
not the word of the LORD left his servants and his cattle in the field. 

And the LoRD said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine hand toward heaven, that there 22 

m_ay be hail in all the land of El(ypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon every herb 
ol the field, throughout the land of Egypt. And Moses stretched forth his rod toward 
heaven: and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down unto the earth; and 
the LORD mined hail upon the land of Egypt. So there was hail, and fire mingled 
with the hail, \'ery J!;rievous, such as had -not been in all the lo.nd of Egypt since it 
~ccam~ a nation. And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was 25 

in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the field, and brake 
eYery tree of the field. Onlv in the land of Goshen where the children of Israel 
were, was there no hail. And Pharaoh sent, and call~d for Moses and Aaron, and 
said u_nto them, I have sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people 
~re wicked. In treat the LORD; for there hath been enough of these mighty thunder- 28 

rngs a~d hail; and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no lcnger. And Moses said 
unto him, As soon as I am gone out of the city, I will spread abroad my hands unto the 
LoRD; the thunders shall cease, neither shall there be any more hail; that thou mayest 
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know that the earth is the LORD'S. But as for thee and thy servants, I know that 
ye will not yet fear the LORD Goel. And the flax and the barley were smitten: for 

32 the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled. But the wheat and the spelt were 
not smitten: for they were not grown up. And :Moses went out of the city from 
Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands unto the LORD: and the thunders and hail 
ceased, and lhc rain was not poured upon the earth. And when Pharaoh saw that 
the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened 
his heart, he and his servants. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did 
not let the children of Israel go; as the LORD had spoken by Moses. 

10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have hardened his 
heart, ancl the heart of his servants, that I might shew these my signs in the midst of 
them: and that thou mayest tell in the cars of thy son, and of thy con's son, what 
things I have wrought upon Egypt, and my signs which I have don~ among them; 

3 that ye may know that I am the LORD. And ~loses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, 
and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, the Goel of the Hebrews, How long wilt 
thou refuse to humble thyself before me? let my people go, that they may serve me. 
Else, if thou refuse to lr~t my people go, behold, to-morrow will I bring locusts into 
thy border: and they shall cover the face of the l'arth, that one shall net be able to 
se~ the earth: and they shall eat the residue of that which is escapee\, which remaineth 
unto you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth for you out of the field: 

6 and thy houses shall be filled, and the houses of all thy servants, and the houses of all 
the Egyptians; as neither thy fathers nor thy fathers' fathers have seen, since the 
day that they were upon the earth unto this day. And he turned, and went out from 
Pharaoh. And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a 
snare unto us? let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God: knowest 
thou not yet that EITT'pt is destroyed? And Moses and Aaron were brought again 
unto Pharaoh: and he said unto them, Go, serve the LORD your God: but who are 

9 they that shall go? And Moses said, We will go with our young an"cl with our old, 
with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we 
go; for we must hold a feast unto the LORD. And he said unto them, So be the 
LORD with you, as I will let you go, and your little ones: look to it; for evil is before 
you. Not so: i(O now ye that are men, and serve the LORD; for that is what ye desire. 
And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. 

12 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the land of Egypt 
[or the locusts, that they may come up upon the l:i.nd of Egypt, and eat every herb 
of the land, even all that the hail hath left. And Moses stretched forth his rod over 
the land of E!(ypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day, 
and all the night; and when it was mornini(, the east wind brought the locusts. And 
the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the borders cf Egypt; 
very grievous were they; before them there were no such locusts as they, neither-after 

15 them shall be such. for they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land 
was clarkene<l; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees 
which the hail had left: and there remained not any p;reen thing, either tree or herb 
of the field, through all the land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh called fer Moses and Aaron 
in haste; and he said, I have sinned against the LORD your Goel, and against you. 

17 Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and intrect Ifie LORD 
your Goel, that he may take away from me this death only. And he went out fnm 
Pharaoh, and intreate<l the Lo1m. And the LORD turned an exceeding strong w~3t 
wind, which took up the locusts, and cl rove them into the Red Sea; there remained 
not one locust in all the border of Egypt. But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
and he did not let the children of Israel go. 

21 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there 
may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which ma:; be felt And 
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I\ loses stretched forth his hand towar.d heaven; and there was a thick darkness in 
all the land of l':gypt three days; they saw not one another, neither rose any from his 
place for three days: but all the children of Israel ,had light in their dwellings. And 24 
Pharaoh called unto l\Ioscs, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and 
your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you. And Moses said, Thou 
must also give into our hand S?.crifices and burnt ofTerings, that WC may sacrifice unto 
the Lo Rn our God. Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left 
behind; for thereof must we take to serve the LoRn our God; and we know not with 
what we rilllst serve the LORD, until we come thither. But the LORD hardened Pha- 27 

raoh's heart, and he would not let them go. And Pharaoh said <:nto him, Get thee 
from me, take heed to thyself, see my face no more; for in the day thou sccst my face 
thou shalt die. And Moses said, Thou hast spoken well; I will see thy face again 
no more. 

And the LORD said tinto Moses, Yet one plague more will I bring upon P~1araoh, 11 
and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he 
shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. Speak now in the ears of the people, 
and let them ask every man of his neighbour, and e\•ery woman of her neighbour, 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold. And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight 
of the Egyptians. :\Ioreover the man :\loses was very great in the land of Egypt, 
in the sight oi Pharaoh's scrrnnts, and in the sight of the people. 

And l\Ioses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the midst 4 
of Egypt: and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, e\·en unto the firstborn of the maidser\'ant 
that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of cattle. And there shall be a great cry 
throughout all the land of Egypt, sucli as there hath been none like it, nor shall be 
like it any more. But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog moYc his 7 
tongue, again.<t man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a dif
ference between°thc Egyptians and Israel. And all these thy servants shall come 
down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the 
people that folknv thee: and after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh 
in hot anger. 

And the LORD said unto :\loses, Pharaoh will not hearken unto you: that my 9 
wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt. And l\foscs and Aaron did all 
these wonders before Pharaoh: and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he 
did not let the children of Israel go out of his land. 

Appendix C. - Ordinance of the Passover 
And the LORD spake unto l\Ioses ancl ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of 

Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, This the same month: and the whole assemhlv 
month shall be unto you the beginning of of the congregation of Israel shall kill it 
months: it shall be the first month of tl1e at even. And they shall take of the blood, 7 
year to you. Speak ye unto all the rongre- an<l put it on the two side posts and on the 
gation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day lintel, upon the houses wherein they shall 
of this month tlwv shall take to them cat it. And thev shall eat the flesh in that 
cvPry n1an a lamb, ac_.-cording to their fathers' night, roasl with ·fire, and unleavened bread; 
h"u"·s, a lamh for a1. household: and if with hitter herbs they shr,11 cat it. Eat 
the household he toq little for a lamb, then not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, 
shall he and his neighbour next unto his hut roast with tire; its head with its legs 
house tal·c ne according to the number and with the inwards thereof. And ve 10 

of the souls; :.ccording to every man's shall let nothing of it remain until the mor.n-
rating ye shall make your count for the ing; but th~t which rcmainl'th of it until 
lamh. Your lamb shall be without hlcm- the morning ye shall burn with lire. And 
ish, a male of the first vear: ve shall take thus shall ye cat it; with your loins girded, 
it from the sheep, or fr-;,m the goats: ancl vour shoes on your feet, and your staff in 
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your hand: and ye shall cal it in haste: 
12 it is the LoRD's passover. For I will go 

through the land of Egypt in that night, 
and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and heast; anrl against 
a II the gm ls of Egypt I will execute judge
ments: ~ om the Lo1rn. And the blood 
shall be lo you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are: and when I sec the blood, I 
will pass over you, and there shall no plague 
be upon you to destroy you, when I smite 

14 ll.e land of Egypt. And this <lay shall be 
unto y .u f r a memoricl, .. nd ye shall keep 
it a feast to the Lo1<D: throughout your 
generations ye shall keep it c. feast by an 
ordinance for ever. Seven days shall ye eat 
unlcavcne I bread; even the first day ye 
shall (Kl away leaven out of your houses: 
for whosoever eatcth leavened bread from 
the first day until the seventh day, that soul 

16 shall be cut oJI from Israel. And in the 
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first day there shall be to you an holy con
vocation, and in the seventh day an holy 
convocation; no manner of work shall be 
done in them, save that which every man 
must cat, that only may be <lone of you. 
And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened 
bread; for in this selfsame day have I 
brought your hosts out of the land of 
Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day 
throughout your generations by arrordinan< c 
for ever. In the first month, on the four
teenth day of the month at even, ye shall 
eat unleavened bread, until the one and 
twentieth day of the month at even. Seven 
days shall there be no leaven found in your 
houses: for whosoever cateth that which is 
leavened, that soul shall be cut off from the 
rnngregation of Israel, whether he be a 
sojourner, or one that is born in the land. 
Ye shall cat nothing leavened; in all your 
habitations shall ye cat unleavened bread. 

21 Then '.\foses called for all the ciders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out, 
and take you lambs according to your families, and kill the passover. And ye shall 
ta kc a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike the 
lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall 
go out of the door of his house until the morning. For the LORD will pass through 
to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two 
side pests, Lhe LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come 

24 in unto your houses to smite you. And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance 
to thee and to thy sons for ever. And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the 
land which the LORD will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye shall keep 
this service. And it shall come lo pass, when your children shall say unto you, 
What mean ye by this service? that ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD's 
passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smole 
the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and wor-

28 shipped. And the chi!dren of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had comrpanded 
Moses and Aaron, so did they. · 

And il came to pass at midnight, that the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn ui 
the captive that was in the dungeon; ·and all the firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh 
rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was 

31 a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. And 
he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, get you forth from among 
my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. 
Take both your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me 
also. And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, to send them out of the land 

34 in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. And the people took their dough before 
it was leavened, their kncadingtroughs being bound up in their clothes upon their 
shoulders. And Lhe children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they 
asked of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and the 
LORD gave tbc people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them 
have what they asker!. And Lhey spoiled the Egyptians. 

37 And the children of Israel journeyed from Ramcscs to Succoth, about six hundred 
thousand on foot that were men, beside children. And a mixed multitude went up 
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also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. And they baked 
unleavened. cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was 
nut leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had 
they prepared for themselves any victual. 

Appendix D. - Ordinance of the Passover and the Firstborn 
l\ow the sojourning of the children of 

Israel, which they sojourned in Egypt, was 
fnur hundred and thirty years. And it 
came to pass at the end of four hundred 
and thirtv vears, even the selfsame day it 
,·amc to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD 
went out from the land of Egypt. It is a 
night to be much obsen•cd unto the LORD 
for bringing them out from the land of 
Egvpt: this is that night of the LORD, to he 
mtich observed of all the children of Israel 
throughout their generations. 

And the Lotmsaid unto Moses and Aaron, 
I his is the ordinance of the passover; 
there shall no alien cat thereof: but every 
man's sermnt that is bought for money, 
when thou hast circumcised him, then shall 
he cat thereof. A sojourner and an hired 
servant shall not eat thereof. In one house 
shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry 
fonh aught of the flesh abroad out of the 
house; ncit her shall ye break a bone 
thereof. All the congregation of Israel 
shall keep it. And when a stranger shall 
sojourn with thee, and will keep the pass
over to the LORD, let all his males be cir
cumcised, and then let him come near and 
keep it; and he shall be as one that is born 
in the land: but no uncircumcised person 
shall eat thereof. - One law shall be to him 
that is homeborn, and unto the stranger 
that sojourneth among you. Thus did 
all the children of Israel; as the LORD 
commanded Mc,,es and :\aron, so did they. 
Anrl it came to pass the selfsame day, tha' 
the Lonn did hring the children of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt by their hosts. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, say
ing, Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, what
soe1·•·r openeth the womb among the chil
drrn of Israel, both of man and of beast· 
it is mioc. 

.\nd '\loses said unto the people, Remem
ber this dav. in which ve came out from 
E!(ypt, out ·of the hous~ of bondage; for 
by strength of hand the LORD brought you 
out from this place: there shall no leavened 
bread be eaten. This day ye go forth in the 
month Abib. And it shall be when the 

LORD shall bring thee into the land of the 
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, 
and the Hivite, and the Jebusite, which he 
sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, that thou 
shalt keep this service in this month. 
Seven days thou shalt eat unkavened bread, 6 
.and in the seventh day shall be a feast to 
the LORD. Unleavened bread shall be 
eaten throughout the seven days; anrl there 
shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, 
neither shall there be leaven seen with 
thee, in all thy borders. And thou shalt s 
tell thy son in that day, saying, It is because 
of that which the LORD did for me when I 
came forth out of Egypt. And it shall be for 
a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a 
memorial between thine eyes, that the law of 
the LORD may be in thy mouth: for with a 
strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out 
of Egypt. Thou shalt therefore keep this 
ordinance in its season from year lo year. 

And it shall be when the LORD shall 11 
bring thee into the land of the Canaanite, 
as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, 
and shall give it thee, that thou shalt set 
apart unto the LORD all that openeth the 
womb, and every firstling which thou hast 
that cometh of a b~ast; the males shall be 
the LORD'S. And every firstling of an ass r3 
thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if 
thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt 
break its neck: and all the firstborn of 
man among thy sons shalt thou redeem. 
And it shall be when thy son asketh thee 
in time to come, saying, What is this? that 
thou shalt say unto him, By strength of 
hand the LORD brought us out from Egypt, 
from the house of bondage: and it came to 15 
pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, 
that the LORD slew all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man, 
and the firstborn of beast: therefore I 
sacrifice to the LORD all that openeth the 
womb, being males; but all the firstborn 
of my sons I redeem. And it shall be for r6 
a sign upon thine hand, and for frontlets be
tween thine eyes: for by strength of hand 
the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt. 

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not 1: 
by the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest 
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peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt: but 
God led the people about, by the way of the wilderness by the Red Sea: and the 
children of Israel went up armed out of the land of Egypt. And Moses took the bones 
of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God 

20 will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you. And 
they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the 
wilderness. And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them 
the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; that ihcy might go by 
day and by night: the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, departed 
not from before the people. 

14 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they turn back and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, before 
Baal-zephon: over against it shall ye encamp by the sea. And Pharaoh wiil say of 
the children of Israel, They arc entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them 
in. And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he shall follow after them; and : will 
get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; and the Egyptians shall know 

s that I am the LORD. And they did so. And it was told the king of Egypt that the 
people were fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was changed towards 
the people, and they said, What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from 
serving us? And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him: and he 
took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over 

8 all of them. And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
he pursued after the children of Israel: for the children of Israel went out with an 
hi).',):\ hand. And the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of 
Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the 

Io sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon. And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the 
children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; 
and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. 
And they said unto ?lfoscs, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken 
us away to die in the wildernrss? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to bring 

J2 us forth out of Egypt? Is not this the word that we spake unto thee in Egypt, 
saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it were better for us 
to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. And Moses said 
unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he 
will work for you to-day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall sec them 
again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

IS And the Lonn said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward. And lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out 
thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go into the midst 
of the sea on dry ground. And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, 
and they shall go in after them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, anc! upon 

18 all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his 
chariots, and upon his horsemen. And the angel of Goel, which went before the ramp 
of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud remon·cl from before 
them, and stood behind them: and it came between the camp of EgYpl and the camp 
of Israel; and there was the cloud and the darkness, yet gave it light by night: and 

21 the one came not near the other all the night. And "to.foscs stretched out his hand over 
the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong cast wind all the night, 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the children of Israel 
went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto 
them on their right hand, and on their left. And the Egyptians pursued, and went 
in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his 
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horsemen. Ami it came to pass in the morning watch, that the LORD looked forth 2-1 
upon the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of cloud, and discomfited 
the host oi the Egyptians. And he took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them 
hca l'ily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD 
tightcth for them against the Egyptians. 

And the LoRn said unto ?.loses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the 2<> 
waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their 
horsemen. ..\nd :\loses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned 
to irs strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and 
;he LoRn "''·erthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And the waters returned. 28 
and co\·cred the chariots. and the horsemen, even all the host of Pharaoh that went 
in after them into the sea; there remained not so much as one of them. But the 
children of J,;ral'I walked upon dry land in the miclst of the sea; and the waters were 
a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel 30 
that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon 
the sea shore. And Israel saw the great work which the LORD did upon the Egypt
ians, and the people feared the LORD: and they believed in the LORD, and in his 
scrrnnt :\loses. 

Then sang ~loses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, 15 
saying: 

Song of Moses and Miriam 
l 1cill sing 1111/0 t/1r LORD, for he lzatlz triumphed t:loriously: 

The lzorse and lzis rider lzath lze thrown into the sea. 
T/1e LORD is my strength and song, 

.. 1 nd he is become nn sah•alion: 
Tl1is is my God, and I will praise lzim; 

Jly fat/1a's God, and I will exalt him. 

The LORD is a man of war: 
The LoRn is his name. 

Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: 
And his chosen captains arc sunk in the Red Sea. 

The deeps cowr them: 
They went down into the depths like a stone. 

3 

Thy right hand, 0 LoRD, is glorious in power, 6 
Thy right hand, 0 LORD, dasheth in pieces the enemy. 

And in the greatness of thine excellency thou overthrowest them that rise up against 
thee: 

Thou senrlest forth thy wrath, it consumeth them as stubble. 
And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters were piled up, 

The iloods stood upright as an heap; 
The deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea. 

The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil: 
:\ly lust shall he satisfied upon them; 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall clestroy them. 

Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them: 
They sank as lead in the mignty waters. 

Who is like unto thee, 0 LORD, among the gods? 
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, 
Fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
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Thou strctchedst out thy right hand, 
The earth swallowed them. 

Thou in thy mercy hast led the people which thou hast redeemed: · 
Thou hast guided them in thy strength to thy holy habitation. 

14 The peoples ha vc heard, they lrcm ble: 
Pangs have tak~n hold on the inhabitants of Philistia. 

Then ·were the dukes of Edom amazed; 
The mighty men of Moab, trembling taketh hold upon them: 

All the inhabitants of Canaan are melted away. 
Terror and dread falleth upon them; 

By the greatness of thine arm they are as still as a stone; 
Till thy people pass over, 0 LORD, 
Till the people pass over which thou hast purchased. 

x7 Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, 
The place, 0 LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, 
The sanctuary, 0 LORD, which thy hands have established. 

The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.* 

22 And Moses led Israel onward from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilder-
ness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water. And 

Inci
dents 
of the 
Journey 
to Sinai 

when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of l\farah, 
for they were 'bitter': therefore the name of it was called 'Ma rah.' And the 
people munnurcd against l\foses, saying, What shall we drink? And he 
cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, and he cast it into the 
waters, and the waters were made sweet. There he made for them a stat-

26 utc and an ordinance, ancl there he proved them; and he said, If thou wilt diligently 
hearken to the rnice of the LORD thy God, ancl wilt do that which is right in his 
eyes, and wilt give car to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none 
of the diseases upon thee, which I have put upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD 

that hcaleth thee. 
And they came to Elim, where were twelve springs of water, and three score ancl 

16 ten palm trees: and they en cam peel there by the waters. And they took their journey 
from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness 
of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month 
after their departing out of the land of Egypt. And the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel murmured against l\Ioses and against Aaron in the wilderness: 

3 and the children of Israel said unto them, Would that we had died by the hand of the 
LORD in the Janel of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pols, when we did eat bread lo 
the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly 
with hunger. Then said the LORD unto l\Ioses, Ileholcl, I will rain bread from 
heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day's portion every clay, 

s that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no. And it shall come 
to pass on the sixth clay, that they shall prepare that which they bring in, and it shall 
be twice as much as they gather daily. And Moses and Aaron said unto all the chil
dren of Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the LORD hath brought you out from 
the land of Egypt: and in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the LORD; for 
that he hearcth your murmurings against the LORD: and what are we, that ye mur-

19 *For the horses of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into the sra, an<l 
the LORD brought again the waters of the sea upon them; Out the children of Israel walked 011 

<lry land in the midst of the sea. And l\1iriam the prophetess, the siskr of Aaron, took a tin1-
brcl in her hand; and all the women went out after her with tim hrcls and with dances. And 
Miriam answered them, 

Sing ye to the LoRn, for he hath triumphed gloriously; 
The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 
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mur against us? And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in a 
the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that lhe LORD 
heareth your murmurings which ye munnur against him: and what arc wc? your 
munnurings are not against us, but ag~linst the LORD. And Moses said unlo Aaron, 
Sav unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, Come near before the LORD: 
fo~ he hath heard your murmurings. And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the 1c 

whole concrregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderne;;s, 
and, behold, cthe glory of the L01m appeared in the cloud. And the L01rn spake 
unto !\loses, saying, I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak 
unto them, saying, _.\t even ye shall cat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with 
bread; and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God. And it came to pass at 13 
ewn, that the 'luails came up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay 
round about the camp. And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold, upon the 
face of the wilderness a small round thing, small as the hoar frost on the ground. 
And when the rhildrcn of Israel saw it, they said one to another, What is it? for they 
wist not what it was. Ami Moses said unto them, It is the bread which the LORD 
hath given you to cat. This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, Gather 16 
ye of it every man according to his eating; an omer a head, according lo the number 
of vour persons, shall ye take it, every man for them which are in his tent. And the 
children of Israel did so, and gathered some more, some less. And when they did 
mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack; they !(athered every man according to his eating. And Moses 19 
said unto them, Let no man leave of it till the morning. Notwithstanding they 
hearkened not unto !\loses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and it 
bred wonns, and stank: and r.Ioses was wroth with them. And they gathered it 
morning by morning, every man according to his eating: and when the sun waxed 
hot, it melted. And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they gathered twice as,. 
much hread, two 0111ers for each one: and all the rulers of the congregation came and 
told :\loses. And he said unto them, This is that which the LORD hath spoken, 
To-morrow is a solemn rest, a holy sabbath unto the LoRD: bake that which ye will 
bake, and seethe that which ye will seethe; and all that remaineth over lay up for 
you to be kept until the morning. And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses 24 
bade: and it did not stink, neither was there any wonn therein. And Moses said, 
Eat that to-day; for to-day is a sabbath unto the LORD: to-day ye shall not find it 
in the field. Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day is the sabbath, in it 
there shall be none. And it came to pass on the seventh day, that there went out 
some of the people for to !(ather, and they found none. And the LORD said unto 28 
Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my laws? See, for 
that the LORD hath given you the sabbath, therefore he !(iveth you on the sixth day 
the bread of lwo days; abide ye everyman in his place, let no man go out of his place 
on the sc1·cnth day. So the people rested on the seventh day. And the house of 
hrael called the name thereof Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white; and the 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey. And Moses said, This is the thing which 32 

lhe LORD hath commanded, Let an omerful of it be kept for your generatio.ns; that 
they may sec the bread wherewith I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you 
forth from the land of Eizypt. And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an 
u_nwrful of manna therein, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept ·for your genera
tions. As thr !.ORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the T('stimony, 3~ 
lo be kept. And the children of Israel did eat the manna forty years, until they came 
to a land inhabilcd; they did eat the manna, until they came unto the borders of the 
land of Canaan.* . , 

And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness l? 
•Now an omt"r i!; th<> tr·nth part of an <"phah. 
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of Sin, by their journeys, according to the commandment of the LoRn, and pitched 
in Rcphidim: and there was no waler for the people to drink. Wherefore the people 
strove with Moses, and said, Give us waler that we may drink. And Moses said unto 

3 them, Why strive ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD? And the people 
thirsted there for water; ancl the people murmured against Moses, and said, Where
fore hast thou brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle 
with thirst? And Moses cried unto the Lonn, saying, What shall I do unto this 
people? they be almost ready to stone me. And the LORD said unto Moses, Pass 
on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, where· 

6 with thou smotcst the river, lake in thine hand, ancl go. Behold, I will stand before 
thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall 
come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of 
the elders o[ Israel. And he called the name of the place 'l\iassah,' and 'Mcribah,' 
because of the 'striving' of the children of Israel, and because they 'templed' the 
LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not? . 

8 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said unto 
Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to-morrow I will stand 
on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. So Joshua clid as !\loses 
had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Ilur went up to 
the top of the hill. And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel 

12 prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalck prevailed. But !\loses' hands 
were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and 
Aaron and I-I ur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, ancr the other on the 
other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. Anc\ Joshua 

14 discomfited Amalek and his people with the ec\ge of the sword. And the LORD saic\ 
unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the cars of Joshua: 
that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalck from under heaven. And 
Moses built an altar, and called the name of it 'Jeho\•ah-nissi': and he said, The 
LoRD hath sworn: the' Lorw will have war' with Amalek from generation lo genera· 
tion. 

18 Now Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father in law, heard of all that God had 
done for Moses, anc\ for Israel his people, how that the Lo1rn had brought Israel out 
of Egypt. And Jethro, Moses' father in law, look Zipporah, 1\foses' wife, after he 
had sent her away, and her two sons; (of which the name of the one was 'Gershom ', 
for he said, I have been a 'sojourner' in a strange land: and the name of the other was 
'Eliezer'; for he said, The God of my father was my 'help,' and delivered me fron1 

s the sword of Pharaoh:) and Jethro, Moses' father in law, came with his sons and 
his wife unto Moses into the wilderness where he was encamped, at the mount of Gori. 
and he said unto Moses, I thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife 
and her two sons with her. And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did 
obeisance, and kissed him; and they asked each other of their welfare; and they 

8 came into the tent. And Moses told his father in law all that the LORD had clone unto 
Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel's sake, all the travail that hac\ come upon them 
by the way, and how the LORD delivered them. And Jethro rejoiced for all the good
ness which the LORD had done lo Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the hand 
of the Egyptians. And Jethro said, Blessed be the LoRD, who bath cleli\'crecl you 
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh; who hath delivered 

11 the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. Now I know that the Lonn is 
greater than all gods: yea, in the thing wherein they dealt proudly against them. 
And Jethro, Moses' father in law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for Goel. 
and Aaron came, and all the ciders of Israel, to cat bread with 1\loses' father in law 
before God. And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people. 

14 and the people stood about Moses from the morning unto the evening. And when 
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Moses' father in law saw all that he did lo the people, he said, What is this thing 
that thou doest to the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand 
about thee from morning unto even? And Moses said unto his father in law, 
Because the people come unto me to inquire of God: when they have a matter, they 
come unto me; and I judge between a man and his neighbour, and I make them know 
the statutes of God, and his laws. And l\Ioses' father in law said unto him, The 17 

thing that thou doest is not good. Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this 
people that is with thee: for the thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able lo per
furm it thyself alone. Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God 
he with thee: be thou for the people to God-ward, and bring thou the causes unto God: 
and thou shalt teach theni. the statutes anrl the laws, and shalt shew them the way 
wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do. Moreover thou shalt 21 

pnffide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating unjust 
gain; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers 
of fifties, and rulers of tens: and let them judge the people at all seasons: and it 
shall be, that every great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter 
they shall judge themselves: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the 
burden with thee. If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou 23 
shalt be able to endure, and all this people also ot1all go to their place in peace. So 
l\Ioses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he had said. And 
l\foscs chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people, rulers 
of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. And they 
judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought unto Moses, but every 
small matter they judged themselves. And l\Ioses let his father in law depart; and 
he went his way into his own land. 

In the third month after the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of 19 
Egypt, the same clay came they into the wilderness of Sinai. And when they were 
departed from Rephidim, and were come to the wilderness of Sinai, they pitched in 
the wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount. 

Appendix E. -Law of the Ten Commandments from Sinai 
And l\Iose-; went up unto God, and the 

Lo1m called unto him out of the mountain, 
saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of 
Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; Ye 
have seen what I did unto the Eg\'plians, 
and how I bare you on <'aglrs' wings, and 
hrought you unto myself. Now therefore, 
if ye will obey my voice indred, anrl keep 
my CO\'l'nant, then ye shall he a peculiar 
lrcasurc unto me from among all peoples: 
for all the earth is mine: and ve shall be 
unto me a kinwiom of priests, a'nd an holv 
nation. These are the words which thoU 
;halt srwak uni» the children of Israel. 
.\nd ~J.,.,,., <ame and called for the elders 
(If till' people, and set hrforc them all these 
Wflrds whith the LORD commanrk·d him. 
:\r_id all the 1wop\c answered together, and 
said, ,\JI that the Lo"D hath >pnken we will 
do. And ::\foses reported the "ords 0£ the 
people unto the Lo"D. And the LOI<D said 
unto ~1oses, Lo, I romc unto thee in a 
thi<·k doud, that the people mav l1ear when 
I -;peak with thee, and may also believe 
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thee for ever. And Moses told the words 
of the people unto the LORD. And the 
LORD said unto !\loses, Go unto the people, 
and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, 
and let them wash their garments, and br II 
ready against the third day: for the third 
dav the LO"D will come down in the sight 
of all the people upon mount Sinai. And 
thou shalt sci bounds unto the people round 
ahout, saying, Take- herd to yourselves, 
that ye go nol up into Lhe mount, or touch 
the border of it: whosoever toud1eth the 
mount shall be surely put to death: no 13 
hand shall touch him, but he shall surely 
be stoned, or shot through; whether it ill" 
beast or man, it shall not tive: when the 
trumpet soundeth long, Lhey shall come up 
Lo Lhc mount. And l\foses went down 14 
from the mount unto the people, and sancti
fied the people; and they washed their 
garm~nts. And he said unto the people, 
Ile ready against the third day: come not 
near a woman. And it came to pass on the 16 
third day, "'hen it was morning, that there 
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were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
doud upon the mount, and the voice of a 
trumpet exceeding loud; and all the people 
that were in the camp trembled. And 
Moses brought forth the people out of the 
camp to meet God; anJ they stood at the 

18 nether part of the mount. And mount 
Sinai was aitogether on smoke, because the 
LORD descended upon it in fire: and the 
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a 
furnace, and the whole mount quaked 

19 greatly. And when the voice of the trum
pet waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, 
and God answered him by a voice. And 
the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, 
lo the top of the mount: and the Lotm 
called Moses to the lop of the mount; and 

21 Moses went up. And the Lo1rn said unto 
Moses, c;o down, charge the people, lest 
they break through unto the LORD to gaze, 
and many of them perish. And let the 
priests also, which come near to the LORD, 
sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break 

23 forth upon them. And Moses said unto 
the Lo1m, The people cannot come up to 
mount Sinai: for thou didst charge us, 
saying, Set bounds about the mount, and 

2~ sanctify it. And the LORD said unto him, 
Go, get thee down; and thou shalt come up, 
thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the 
priests and the people break through to 
come up unto the Lo1rn, lest he break forth 
upon them. So Moses went down unto the 
people, and told them, 

W And God spake all these words, saying: 
I am the LORD thy God, which brought 

thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 

3 THOU SHALT HA VE NONE OTHER GODS 
BEFORE ME. 

THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE A 
GRAVEN IMAGE, nor the likeness of any 
form that is in heaven above, or that is in 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

5 under the earth: thou shalt not bow down 
thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I 
the Louo thy God am a jealous God, visit-
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ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, upon the third and upon the fourth 
generation of them thut hale me; and shew
ing mercy unto thousands, of them that 
love me and keep my commandments. 

THOU SHALT NOT TAKE TIIE NAME OF 7 
THE LORD THY Goo IN VAIN; for the LORD 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain. 

REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP 8 
IT HOLY. Six days shalt thou labour, and 
do all thy work: but the seventh day is a 
sabbath unto the LORD thy God: in it thou 
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor tl1y 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates: for in six days 11 
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed 
the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

HONOUR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER: 12 

that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 

Tuou SHALT DO NO MURDER. 13 
THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. 
THOU SHALT NOT STEAL. 
THOU SHALT NOT DEAR FALSE WITNESS 

against thy neighbour. 
THOU SHAJ,T NOT COVET thy neighbour's 17 

house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbours 
wife, nor his 1nanservant, nor his maid
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 
that is thy neighbour's. 

And a!l the people saw the thunderings, i8 
and the lightnings, and the voire of the 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and 
when the people saw it, they trembled, and 
stood afar off. And they said unto Moses, 
Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but 
let not God speak with us, lest we die. 
And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: 20 

for God is come to prove you, and that his 
fear may be before you, that ye sin not. 
And the people stood afar off, and Moses 
drew near unto the thick darkness where 
God was. 

Appendix F, -The Book of the Covenant 
22 And the LORD said unto Moses, Thus 

tll'm shalt say unto the children of Israel, Ye 
yourselves have seen that I have talked with 
you from heaven. Ye shall not make 
other gods with Me; gods of silver, or gods 

24 of gold, ye shall not make unto you. An 
altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, 
and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offer
ing>, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, 
and thine oxen: in every place where I 
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record my name I will come unto thee and 
I will bless thee. And if thou make me 25 
an allar of stone, thou shalt not build it of 
hewn stones: for if thou lift up thy tool 
upon it, thou hast pollu;ed it. Neither 
shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, 
that thy nakedness be not discovered 
thereon. 

Now these are the judgements which th:m :ill 
shalt set before them. 
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If thou buv an Hebrew servant, six years 
he shall scrft,: and in the seventh he shall 
go out free for nothing. If h~ come ~ by 
himself, be shall go out by himself: if he 
be married, then his wife shall go out with 

4 him. If his master give him a wife, and 
she bear him sons or daughters; the wife 
and hcc children shall be her master's, 
and he shall go out by himself. But if the 
ser\':>nt 'hall plainly say, I love my master, 
m\" wik. and my children; I will not go 

6 out free: then his master shall bring him 
unto God, an:i shall bring him to the door, 
or unto the dJor post; and his master shall 
bore his ear through with an awl; and he 
shall serve him for ever. 

7 And if a man sell his daughter to be a 
maidserrnnt, she shall not go out as the 
menservants do. If she please not her 
master, who hath espoused her to himself, 
then shall he let her be redeemed: to sell 
her unto a strange people he shall have no 
power, seeing he hath dealt deceitfully with 

9 her. And if he espouse her unto his son, 
he shall deal with her after the manner of 
<laughters. If he take him another wife; 
her food, her raiment, and her duty of 
marriage, shall he not diminish. And if he 
do not these three unto her, then shall she 
go out for nothing, without money. 

12 He that smiteth a man, so that he die, 
shall surely be put to death. And if a man 
lie not in wait, but God deliver him into his 
hand; then I will appoint thee a place 
whither he shall flee. And if a man come 
presumptuously upon his neighbour, to 
,(ay him with guile; thou shalt take him 
from mine altar, tha'. he mav die. 

15 And he that smile,h his father, or his 
mother, shall be surely put to death. 

And he that stealeth a man, and selleth 
him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall 
surely be put to death. 

. .\nd he that curseth his father, or his 
mother. shall surely be put to death. 

18 And if men contend, and one smiteth the 
other with a stone, or with hi• fist, and he 
die net, b•1t keep his bed: if he rise again, 
and walk abroad upon his staff, then shall 
he that smote him he quit: only he shall 
pay for the loss of his ti'lle, and shall cause 
him to he thoroughly healed. 

2C And i£ a man smite his servant, or his 
maid. with a rod. and he die under his hand; 
he shall surely be punished. Notwith
standing, if he ~ontinue a day o~ two, he 
shall not be punished: for he is his money. 

22 And if men strive together, and hurt a 
woman with child, so that her fruit depart, 
and yet no mischief follow: he shall be 
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surely fined, according a• the. woman' .. , 
husband shall lay upon him; and he shalt 
pay as the judges determine. But if any 
mischief follow, then thou shalt give life 
for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot, burning for burning, 
wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 

And if a man smite the eye of his servant, 26 
or the eye of his maid, and destroy it; he 
shall let him go free for his eye's sake. And 
if he smite out his manservant's tooth, or 
his maidservant's tooth; he shall let him 
go free for his tooth's sake. 

And if an ox gore a man or a woman, that 28 
they die, the ox shall be surely stoned, and 
his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner 
of the ·ox shall be quit. But if the ox were 
wont to gore in time past, and it hath been 
testified to his owner, and he hath not kept 
him in, but that he hath killed a man or a 
woman; the ox shall be stoned, and his 
owner also shall be put to death. If there 30 
be laid on him a ransom, then he shall give 
for the redemption of his life whatsoever is 
laid upon him. Whether he have gored a 
son, or have gored a daughter, according 
to this judgement shall it be done unto 
him. If the ox gore a manservant or a 
maidservant; he shall give unto their 
master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox 
shall be stoned. 

And if a man shall open a pit, or if a man 33 
shall dig a pit and not cover it, and an ox or 
an ass fall therein, the owner of the pit shall 
make it good; he shall give money unto the 
owner of them, and the dead beast shall be 
his. 

And if one man's ox hurt another's, that 35 
he die; then they shall sell the live ox, 
and divide the price of it; and the dead also 
they shall divide. Or if it be known that 
the ox was wont to gore in time past, and 
his owner hath not kept him in; he shall 
surely pay ox for ox, and the dead beast 
shall be his own. 

If a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, and 22 
kill it, or s•.>ll it; he shall pay five oxen for an 
ox, and four sheep for a sheep. If the 
thief be found breaking in, and be smitten 
that he die, there shall be no bloodguiltiness 
for him. If the sun be risen upon him, 3 
there shall be blood~uiltincss for him: he 
should make restitution; if he have noth
ing, then he shall be sold for his theft. If 
the theft be found in his hand alive, whethei 
it be ox, or ass, or sheep; he shall pay 
double. 

If a man shall cause a field or vineyard 5 
to he eaten, and shall let his beast loose, and 
it feed in another man's field; of the best 
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of his own field, and of the best of his own 
vineyard, shall he make restitution. 

6 If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so 
that the shocks of corn, or the standing 
corn, or the field, be consumed; he that 
kindled the fire shall surely make restitution. 

7 If a n,ian shall deliver unto his neighbour 
money or stufT to keep, and it be stolen out 
of the man's house; if the thief be found, 
he shall pay double. If the thief be not 
found, then the master of the house shall 
come near unto God to see whether he have 
not put his hand unto his neighbour's 

9 goods. For every matter of trespass, 
whether it be for ox, for ass, for sheep, for 
raiment, or for any manner of lost thing, 
whereof one saith, This is it, the cause of 
both parties shall come before God; he 
whom God shall condemn shall pay double 
unto his neighbour. 

10 If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass, 
or an ox, or a sheep, or any beast, to keep; 
and it die, or be hurt, or driven away, no 
man seeing it: the oath of the LORD shall 
be between them both, whether he hath 
not put his hand unto his neighbour's 
goods; and the owner thereof shail accept 

12 it, and he shall not make restitution. But 
if it be stolen from him, he shall make 
restitution unto the owner thereof. If it 
be torn in pieces, let him bring it for wit
ness; he shall not make good that which was 
torn. 

, 4 And if a man borrow aught of his neigh
bour, and it be hurt, or die, the owner 
thereof not being with it, he shall surely 
make restitution. If the owner thereof be 
with it, he shall not make it good: if it 
be an hired thing, it came for its hire. 

16 And if a man entice a virgin that is not 
betrothed, and lie with her, he shall surely 
pay a dowry for her to be his wife. If her 
father ullerly refuse to give her unto him, 
he shall pay money according to the dowry 
of virgins. 

JB Thou shalt not suffer a sorceress to live. 
Whosoever lieth with a beast shall surely 

be put lo death. 
He that sacrificeth unto any god, save 

unto the LORD only, shall be utterly de
stroyed. And a stranger shalt thou not 
wrong, neither shalt thou oppress him: 
for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

22 Ye shall not afilict any widow, or fatherless 
child. If thou afflict them in any wise, 
and they cry at all unto me, I will surely 
hear their cry; and my wrath shall wax hot, 
and I will kill you with the sword; and your 
wives shall be widows, and your children 
fatherless. 
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If thou lend money to any of my people 25 

with thee that is poor, thou shalt not be to 
him as a creditor; neither shall ye lay upon 
him usury. If thou at all take thy neigh
bour's garment to pledge, thou shalt restore 
it unto him by that the sun goelh down: for 27 
that is his only covering, it is his garment 
for his skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it 
shall come to pass, when he cridh unto 
me, that I will hear; for I am gracious. 

Thou shalt not revile Goel, nor curse a 28 
ruler of thy people. Thou shalt not delay 
lo offer of the abundance of thy fruits, and 
of thy liquors. The firstborn of thy sons 
shalt thou give unto me. Likewise shalt 30 
thou do with thine oxen, and with thy sheep: 
seven days it shall be with its dam; on the 
eighth day thou shalt give it me. And ye 
shall be holy men unto me: therefore ye 
shall not cat any llesh that is torn of beasts 
in the field; ye shall rast it to the dogs. 

Thou shalt not take up a false report: 23 
put not thine hand with the wicked to be 
an unrighteous witness. Thou shalt not 
follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt 
thou speak in a cause to turn aside after a 
multitude to wrest judgement: neither 
shalt thou favour a poor man in his cause. 

If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass 4 
going astray, thou shalt surely bring it 
back to him again. If thou see the ass of 
him that hateth thee lying under his burden, 
and wouldest forbear to help him, thou 
shalt surely help with him. 

Thou shalt not wrest the judgement of G 
thy poor in his cause. Keep thee far from 
a false matter; and the innocent and right
eous slay thou not: for I will not justify 
the wicked. And thou shalt take no gift: B 
for a gift blindcth them that have sight, 
and pervertcth the words of the righteous. 
And a stranger shalt thou not oppress: 
for ye know the heart of a stranger, seeing 
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

And six years thou shalt sow thy land, IO 

and shalt gather in the increase thereof: 
but the seventh year thou shalt let it rest 
and lie fallow; that the poor of thy people 
may cal: and what they leave the beast of 
the field shall eat. In like manner thou 
shalt deal with thy vineyard, and with thy 
olivcyard. Six days thou shalt do thy work, 12 

and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: 
that thine ox and thine ass may have rest, 
and the son of thy handmaid, and the 
stranger, may be refreshed. And in all 
things that I have said unto you take ye 
heed: and make no mention of the name of 
other gods, neither let it be heard out of 
thy mouth. 



Period of the Exodus e<--

q Three times thou shalt ket'p a feast unto 
me in the vear. The feast of unleavened 
bread shalt thuu keep: seven days thou 
shalt eat unleavened bread, as I com
manded thee, at the time appointed in the 
month :\bib (for in it thou earnest out from 
Fg)-pt) ; and none shall appear before me 

16 ,·mpl)': and the feast of harYCst, the first
fruits of thv labours, which thou sowcst in 
the licld: ;nd the feast of ine;athering, at 
the end of the year, when thou gathcrest 
in llw la hours out of the field. Three 
1imcsin the year all thy males shall appear 
hdorc the Lord Goo. 

18 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my 
..;acrilice with Jean:-ne<l bread; neither shall 
the fat of my k.ist remain all night until 
the morning. Tlw first of the tirstfruils 
nf thy ground thou shalt bring into the 
house of the Lo1rn thv God. Thou shalt 
not seethe a kid in its inothcr's milk. 

20 Behold, I send an angel before thee, to 
kl·(·p thl .. l' h~· the w:i~·, an<l to bring thee into 
Ih<· place which I ha\·e prepared. Take ye 
lu-rd of him, ancl h<'arkcn unto his voice; 
prornke him not: for he will not pardon 
your lransgrcs:-;ion; for n1y name is in 

22 him. But if thou shalt indeed hearken 
unlo his \·nice, and do all 1 hat I speak; 
then I will be an c1wm,· unto thine enemies, 
and an :uh-crsan· unlo thine adversaries. 
Fur mine angPI Shall go before thee, and 
bring thee in unlo the Amorite, and the 
Hittite, and the Perizzilc, and the Canaan
it•'. the Jliyite, '""l the Jebusite: and I 

2-1 will cut them olT. Thou shalt not bow 
driwn to tht>ir gods, nor serve them, nor d

0

0 

after their mirks: hut thou shalt utterly 
on·rthrow them, and br<'ak in pieces their 
pillars. Anrl ye shall serve the LORD 
your Cod, and he shall bless thy hread, and 
tlw waler; anrl I will take sickness away 

26 fmm the mirlsl of thee. There shall none 
cast her young, nor he barren, in thy lan<l: 
the number of th1• da,·s I will fulfil. I will 
send m1· terror l'.,cforc thee, and will dis
comfit all the people to whom thou shalt 
tome, an<l I will make all thine enemies 

28 turn thc·ir ha!'ks unto thee. And I will 
sc·nd the hornc·t hdore thee, which shall 
<lrhe out the llidte, the Canaanite, and the 
llillitc, from before thee. I will not drive 
them out from lwforc thee in one year; lest 
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the land become desolate, and the beast of 
the field multiply against thee. By little 30 
and little I will drive them out from before 
thee, until thou be increased, and inherit 
the land. And I will set thy border from 
the Red Sea even unto the sea of the 
Philistines, and from the wilderness unto 
the River: for I will deliver the inhabitants 
of the land into your hand; and thou shalt 
drive them out before thee. Thou shall 32 

make no covenant with them, nor with their 
gods. They shall not dwell in thy land, 
lest they make thee sin against me: for if 
thou serve their gods, it will surely be a 
snare unto thee. 

And he said unto Moses, Come up unto 24 
the LORD, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; 
and worship ye afar off: and Moses alone 
shall come near unto the LORD; but they 
shall not come near; neither shall the 
people go up with him. And Moses came 3 
and told the people all the words of the 
LORD, and all the judgements: and all the 
people answered with one voice, and said, 
All the words which the LORD hath spoken 
will we do. And Moses wrote all the 4 
words of the LORD, and rose up early in 
the morning, and builded an altar under 
the mount, and twelve pillars according lo 
the twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent 
young men of the children of Israel, which 
offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace 
offerings of oxen unto the LORD. And 6 
Moses took half of the blood, and put it 
in basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled 
on the altar. And he took the book of the 
covenant, and read in the audience of the 
people: and they said, All that the LORD 
hath spoken will we do, and be obedient. 
And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled 8 
it on the people, and said, Behold the blood 
of the covenant, which the LORD hath 
made with you concerning all these words. 
Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, 
and Abihu, and seven! v of the elders of 
Israel: and they saw the God of Israel; 10 

and there was under his feet as it were a 
paved work of sapphire stone, and as it 
were the verv heaven for clearness. And 
upon the nobles of the children of Israel 
he laid not his hand: and they beheld God, 
and did cat and drink. 

Appendix G. - Specification of the Tabernacle and its Service 
12 . And .tlw Lo1m said unto Moses, Come up I wrillen, that thou mayest leach them. And 

lo me mto the mount, and be there: and Moses rose u1>, and Joshua his minister: 
I will give thee the tables of stone, and the and Moses went up into the mount of God. 

•W and the commandment, which I have And he said unro the elders, Tarry ye here 14 

75 



->a Old Testament History 

for us, until we come again unto you: and, at the one end, and one cherub at the other 
behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: who- end: of one piece with the mercy-scat shall 
soever hath a cause, let him come near unto ye make the cherubim on the two ends 
them. And Moses went up into the mount, thereof. And the cherubim shall spread out 
and the cloud covered the mount. And their wings on high, covering the mercy-
the glory of the LORD abode upon mount seat with their wings, with tht"ir faces one 
Sinai, and the cloud covered it six davs: to another; toward the mercv-seat shall the 
and the seventh day he called unto Moses faces of the cherubim be. And thou shalt 2 1 

17 out of the midst of the cloud. And the put the mercy-seat above upon the ark; 
appearance of the glory of the LORD was and in fhe ark thou shalt put the testimony 
like devouring fire on the top of the mount that I shall give thee. And there I will 
in the eyes of the children of Israel. And meet with thee, and I will commune with 
Moses entered into the midst of the cloud, thee from above the mercy-seat, from be-
and went up into the mount: and Moses tween the two cherubim which are upon the 
was in the mount forty days and forty ark of the testimony, of all things which I 
nights. will give thee in commandment unto the 

25 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, children of Israel. 
Speak unto the children of Israel, that they And thou shalt make a table of acacia 21 
take for me an offering: of every man whose wood: two cubits shall be the length 
heart maketh him willing ye shall take my thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, 
offering. And this is the offering which ye and a cubit and a half the height thereof. 
shall take of them; gold, and silver, and And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, 

4 brass; and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and make thereto a crown of gold round 
and fine linen, and goats' hair; and rams' about. And thou shalt make unto it a 25 
skins dyed red, and sealskins, and acacia border of an handbreadth round about, 
wood; oil for the light, spices for the anoint- and thou shalt make a golden crown to the 
ing oil, and for the sweet incense; onyx border thereof round about. And thou 
stones, and stones to be set, for the ephod, shalt make for it four rings of gold, and put 

8 and for tbe breastplate. And let them the iings in the four corners that are on the 
make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell lour feet thereof. Close by the border 27 
among them. According to all that I shall the rings be, for places for the staves 
shew thee, the pattern of the tabernacle, to bear the table. And thou shalt make 
and the pattern of all the furniture thereof, the staves of acacia wood, and overlay tlwm 
even so shall ve make it. with gold, that the table may be borne with 

IO And they shall make an ark of acacia them. And thou shalt make the dishes 29 

wood: two cubits and a half shall be the thereof, and the spoons thereof, and the 
length thereof, and a cubit and a half the flagons thereof, and the bowls thereof, to 
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the pour out withal: of pure gold shalt thou 
height thereof. And thou shalt overlay it make them. And thou shall set upon the 
with pure gold, within and without shalt table shcwbread before me alwav. 
thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a And thou shalt make a candlestick of 31 

12 crown of gold round about. And thou pure gold: of beaten work shall the can-
shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put dlestick be made, even its base, and its 
them in the four feet thereof; and two shaft; its cups, its knops, and its flowers, 
rings shall be on the one side of it, and two shall be of one piece with it: and there 
rings on the other side of it. And thou shall be six branches going out of the sides 
shalt make staves of acacia wood, and over- thereof; three branches of the candlestick 

14 lay ihem with gold. And thou shalt put out of the one side thereof, and three 
the staves into the rings on the sides of the branches of the candlestick out of the other 
ark, to bear the ark withal. The staves side thereof: three cups made like almond· 33 
shall be in the rings of the ark: they shall blossoms in one branch, a knop and a 
not be taken from it. And thou shalt put flower; and three cups made like almond-
into the ark the testimony which I shall blossoms in the other branch, a knop and 

17 give thee. And thou shalt make a mercy- a flower: so for the six branches going out 
scat of pure gold: two cubits and a half of the candlestick: and in the candlestick 
shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and four cups made like almond-blossoms, the 
a half the breadth thereof. And thou shalt knops thereof, and the flowers thereof: 
make two cherubim of gold; of beaten and a knop under two bran< hes of one 3; 
work shalt thou make them, at the two ends piece with it, and a knop under two branches 

19 of the mercy-seat. And make one cherub of one piece with it, and a knop under two 
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hrandws of one piece with it, for the six over the sides of the tabernacle on this side 
hrandws going out of the candlestick. and on that side, to cover it. And thou 
Their knops and their branches shall be of shalt make a covering for the tent of ram"' 
one piece \Vilh it: the whole of it one ski.ns dyed red, and a covering of seal-

!7 llt'alen work of pure gold. And thou shalt skins above. 
make the lamps thereof, seven: and they And thou shalt make the boards for Lhe 15 
shall light the lamps thereof, to give light tabernacle of acacia wood, standing up. 
owr against it. And the tongs thereof, Ten cubits shall be the length of a board, 
and tlw snuffdishes thereof, shall be of pure and a cubit and a half the breadth of each 
gold. Of a talent of pure gold shall it be board. Two tenons shall there be in earb 
made, with all theSC' vessels. And see that board, joined one to another: thus shalt 
thou make them after their pattern, which thou make for all the boards of the taber-
hath been shewed thee in the mount. nacle. And thou shalt make the hoards 18 

6 :Yloreover thou shalt make the tabernacle for the tabernacle, twenty boards for the 
with ten curtains,· of fine twined linen, south side southward. And thou shalt 
and blue, and purple, and scarlet, with make fort)' sockets of silver underthe twenty 
cherubim the work of the cunning work- boards; two sockets under one board 
man shalt thou make them. The length for its two tenons, and two sockets under 
of each curtain .shall be eight and twenty another board for its two tenons: and for 20 

cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four the second side of the tabernacle, on the 
rnl>its: all the curtains shall have one north side, twenty boards: and their forty 

3 measure. Five curtains shall be coupled sockets of silver; two sockets under one 
together one to another; and the other five board, and two sockets under another 
curtains shall be coupled one to another. board. And for the hinder part of the 
And thou shall make loops of blue upon the tabernacle westward thou shalt make six 
edge of the one curtain from the SC'lvedge boards. And two boards shalt thou make 23 
in the coupling; and likewise shalt thou for the corners of the tabernacle in the 
make in the edge· of the curtain that is out- hinder part. And they shall be double be-

5 most in the second coupling. Fifty loops neath, and in like manner they shall be 
shalt thou make in the one curtain, and entire unto the top thereof unto one ring: 
riit,· loops shalt thou make in the edge of the thus shall it be for them both; they shall be 
··urtain that is in the second coupling; for the two corners. And there shall be 25 
the loops shall be opposite one to another. eight boards, and their sockets of silver, 
And thou shalt make Jifty clasps of gold, sixteen sockets; two sockets under one 
and couple the curtains one to another with board, and two sockets under another 
the clasps: and the tabt·rnacle shall be one. board. And thou shall make bars of acacia 

7 And thou shalt make curtains of goats' wood; five for the boards of the one side 
hair for a tent over the tabernacle: eleven of the tabernacle, and five bars for the 27 
curtains shalt thou make them. The boards of the other side of the tabernacle, 
kngth of <·arh curtain shall be thirty cubits, and five bars for the boards of the side of the 
and the breadth of each curtain four tabernacle, for the hinder part westward. 
cubits: the eleven curtains shall have one And the middle bar in the midst of the 

9 measure. And thou 3halt couple five boards shall pass through from end to 
rnrtains bv themselves, and six curtains end. And thou shalt overlay the boards 29 
bv themsriws, and shalt double over the with gold, and make their rings of gold for 
,;·xth curtain in the forefront of the tent. places for the bars: and thou shalt overlay 
And thou shalt make fifty loops on the e<lge the bars with gold. And thou shalt rear 
of the one curtain that is outmost in the up the tabernacle according to the fashion 
Loupling, and fifty loops upon the edge of thereof which hath been shewed thee in the 
th<' curtain which is outmost in the second mount. _ 

1 coupling. And thou shalt make fifty And thou shalt make a veil of blue, and 31 

'lasps of brass, and put the clasps into the purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen: 
loops, and couple the lent together, that it with cherubim the work of lhe cunning 
may lie one. And Lite overhanging part workman shall it be made: and thou 
that rcmaineth of the curtains of the tent, shalt hang it upon four pillars of acacia 
the half curtain that remaineth, shall hang overlaid with gold, their hooks shall be of 

3 over the back of the tabernacle. And the gold, upon four sockets of silver. And 33 
cu hit on the one side, and the cubit on the thou shalt hang'up the veil under the clasps, 
other side, of that which remaineth in the and shalt bring in thither within the veil 
length of the curtains of the tent, shall hang the ark of the testimony: and the veil shall 
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divide unto you between the holy place three, and their sockets three. And for the 
34 and the most holy. And thou shalt put the other Mde shall be hangings of fifteen cubits: 

mercy-seat upon the ark of the testimony their pillars three, and their sockets three. 
in the most holy place. And thou shalt set And for the gate of the court shall be a 16 
the table without the veil, and the candle- screen of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, 
stick over against the ta hie on the side of and scarlet, and fine twined linen, the work 
the tabernacle toward the south: and thou of the embroiclerer: their pillars four, ancl 

36 shalt put the table on the north side. And their sockets four. All the pillars of the 
thou shall make a screen for the door of the court round about shall be filleted with 
Tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and silver; their hooks of silver, ancl their 
fine twined linen, the work of the embroi- sockets of brass. The length of the court 18 
dcrcr. And thou shalt make for the screen shall be an hundred cubits, and the brcadtl1 
five pillars of acacia, and overlay them with fifty every where, and the height live cubits, 
gold; their hooks shall be of gold: and of fine twined linen, and their sockets of 
thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them. brass. All the instruments of the la hcrnacle 

27 And thou shalt make the altar of acacia in all the service thereof, and all the pins 
wood, five cubits long, and five cubits thereof, and all the pins of the court, shall 
broad; the altar shall be foursquare: and be of brass. 
the height thereof shall be three cubits. And thou shalt command the children of 2c. 

And thou shalt make the horns of it upon Israel, that they bring unto thee pure olive 
the four corners thereof: the horns thereof oil beaten for the light, to cause a lamp to 
shall be of one piece with it: and thou shalt burn continually. In the lent of meeting, 

3 overlay it with brass. And thou shalt without the veil which is before the tcsli-
make its pots to take away its ashes, and mony, Aaron and his sons shall order it 
its shovels, and its basons, and its flesh- from evening lo morning before the Lo1w: 
hooks, and its firepans: all the vessels it shall he a statute forever throughout their 

4 thereof thou shalt make of brass. And thou generations on the behalf of the children of 
shalt make for it a grating of network of Israel. 
brass; and upon the net shalt thou make Ancl bring thou near unto thee Aaron thy 28 
four brasen rings in the four corners thereof. brother, and his sons with him, from among 
And thou shalt put it under the ledge round the children of Israel, that he may minister 
the altar beneath, that the net may reach unto me in the priest's olTice, even Aaron, 
halfway up the altar. And thou shall Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and llhamar, 
make slaves for the altar, staves of acacia Aaron's sons. And thou shall make holy 

7 wood, and overlay them with brass. And garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory 
the staves thereof shall be put into the and for beauty. And thou shall speak 3 
rings, and the staves shall be upon the two unto all that arc wise hearted, whom I 
sides of the altar, in bearing it. Hollow have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that 
with planks shalt thou make it: as it hath they make Aaron's ganncnls lo sanctify 
been shewed thee in the mount, so shall him, that he may minister unto me in tlw 
they make it. priest's olTicc. And these arc the gannenls 4 

9 And thou shall make the court of the which they shall make; a breastplate, and 
tabernacle : for the south side southward an ephod, and a robe, and a coat of chequer 
there shall he hangings for the court of line work, a mitre, and a girdle: ancl they shall 
twined linen an hundred cubits long for make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, 
one side: and the pillars thereof shall be and his sons, that he may minister unto me 
twenty, and their sockets twenty, of brass; in the priest's olTice. And they shall take 
the hooks of the pillars and their fillets the gold, and l'hc blue, and the purple, and 

II shall be of silver. And likewise for the the scarlet, and the fine linen. 
north.side in length there shall be hangings And they shall make the cphod of golrl, 6 
an hundred cubits long, and the pillars of blue, and purple, scarlet, and line twined 
thereof twenty, and their sockets twenty, linen, the work of the cunning workman. 
of brass; the hooks of the pillars and their It shall have two shoulderpieccs joined lo 
fillets of silver. And for the breadth of the the l wo ends thereof; that it may be joined 
court on the west side shall be hangings of together. And the cunningly woven band, 
fifty cubits: their pillars ten, and their which is upon it, lo gird it on withal, shall 

t3 sockets ten. And the breadth of the court be like the work thereof and of the same 
on the east side eastward shall be fifl v piece; of gold, of blue, and purple, and 
cubits. The hangings for the one side cif scarlet, and frne twined linen. And thou CJ 

the gate shall be fifteen cubits: their pillars shalt lake two onyx stones, and grave on 
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thl'm the names of the children of Israel: 
six of their names on the one stone, and the 
names of thl' six that remain on the other 

11 stcmc, according to their birth. With the 
work or an engra\•er in stone, like the en
gravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave 
the two stone:;, according to the names of 
the children of Isral'i: thou shalt make 
t hl'm to he inclosed in ouches of gold. 

1 2 And thou shalt put the two stones upon 
the shoulderpieces of the ephod, to be 
~tOnL~S o( lllClllOfiaJ for the children of 
[;rad: and Aaron shall bear their names 
before the LORD upon his two shoulders 
fur a memorial. 

13 And thou shalt make ouches of gold: and 
two chains ol pure gold; like cords shalt 
thou make them, of wreather. work: and 
thou shalt put the wreathen chains on the 
ouches. And thou shalt make a breast
plate of judgement, the work of the cunning 
workman; like the work of the cphod thou 
shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and purple, 
and srarh.·t, and fine twined linen, shalt 

16 lhou make it. Foursquare it shall be and 
double; a span shall be the length thereof, 
and a span the breadth thereof. And thou 
shalt set in it settings of stones, four rows 
of stones: a row of sardius, topaz, and car
buncle shall be the first row; and the 
second row an emerald, a sapphire, and a 

·9 diamond; and the third row a jacinth, 
an agate, and an amethyst; and the fourth 
row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jasper: 
they shall be indosed in gold in theirseltings. 
And the stones shall be according to the 
names of the children of Israel, twelve, 
according to their names; like the engrav
ings of a signet, every one according to his 
name, the\" shall be for the twelve tribes. 

'2 . .\nd thou -shalt make upon the breastplate 
chains like cords, of wrcathen work of pure 
guld. And thou shalt make upon the 
breastplate two rings of gold, and shalt 
put the two rings on the two ends of the 
urcastplate. And thou shalt put the two 
wrcathen chains of gold on the two rings at 

'5 the ends of the breastplate. And the other 
two ends of the two wrcathen chains thou 
shalt put on the two ouches, and put them 
c,n the shoulderpicccs of the ephod, in the 
furepart thereof. And thou shalt make 
two rings of gold, and thou shalt put them 
upon the two ends of the breastplate, upon 
the edge thereof, which is toward the side 

7 of the ephod inward. And thou shalt 
make two rings of gold, and shalt put them 
on the two shouldcrpieces of the ephod 
underneath, i? the forepart thereof, close 
by the couphng thereof, above the cun-
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ningly woven band of the ephod. And they 
shall bind the breastplate by the rings thereof 
unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of 
blue, that it may be upon the cunningly 
woven band of the ephod, and that the 
breastplate be not loosed from the ephod. 
And Aaron shall bear the names of the 29 
chtklren of Israel in the breastplate of 
judgement upon his heart, when he goeth 
in unto the holy place, for a memorial be
fore the LORD continually. And thou shalt 
put in the breastplate of judgement the 
Urim and the Thummim; and they shall 
be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth 
in before the LORD: and Aaron shall 
bear the judger..cnt of the children of 
Israel upon his heart before the LORD 
continually. 

And thou shalt make the robe of the 31 
ephod .all of blue. And it shall have a hole 
for the head in the midst thereof: it shall 
have a binding of woven work round about 
the hole of it, as it were the hole of a coat 
of mail, that it be not rent. And upon the 
skirts of it thou shalt make pomegranates 
of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, 
round about the skirts thereof; and bells 
of gold bet ween them round a bout: a 34 
golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden 
bell and a pomegranate, upon the skirts of 
the robe round about. And it shall be 
upon Aaron to minister: and the sound 
thereof shall be heard when he goeth 
in unto the holy place before the LORD, 
and when he cometh out, that he die 
not. 

And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, 36 
and grave upon it, like the engravings of a 
signet, HOLY TO THE LORD. And thou 
shalt put it on a lace of blue, and it shall be 
upon the mitre; upon the forefront of the 
mitre it shall be. And it shall be upon 38 
Aaron's forehead, and Aaron shall bear the 
iniquity of the holy things, which the chil
dren of Israel shall hallow in all their holv 
gifts; and it shall be always upon his 
forehead, that they may be accepted before 
the Lonn. And thou shalt weave the coat 39 
in chequer work of fine linen, and thou 
shalt make a mitre of fine linen, and thou 
shalt make a girdle, the work of the em
broiderer. And for Aaron's sons thou shalt 
make coats, and .thou shalt make for them 
girdles, and headtires shalt thou make for 
them, for glory and for beauty. And thou 41 
shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, 
and upon his sons with him; and shalt 
anoint them, 8.nd consecrate them, and 
sanctify them, that they may minister unto 
me in the priest's office. And thou shalt 
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make them linen breeches to cover the flesh and its legs, and put them with its pieces, 
of their nakedness; from the loins even unto and with its head. And thou shalt butn th<' 

43 the thighs they shall reach: and they shall whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt 
be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they olTering unto the LORD: it is a sweet savour, 
go in unlo the tent of meeting, or when they an offering made by fire unto the Lonn. Anrl 19 
come near unto the altar to minister in the thou shalt take the other ram; and Aamn 
holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and his sons shall lay their hands upon the 
and die: it shall be a statute for ever unto head of the ram. Then shalt thou kill 
him and unto his seed after him. the ram, and take of its blood, and pul it 

29 And this is the thing that thou shalt do upon the tip of the righl ear of Aaron, and 
unto them to hallow them, lo minister unto upon lhe tip of the right car of his sons, 
me in the priest's office: take one young and upon the thumb of their right hand, 
hullock and two rams without blemish, and upon the g"'at toe of their right foot, 
and unleavened bread, and cakes un- and sprinkle the blood upon the altar 
leavened mingled with oil, and wafers un- round about. And thou shalt take of thc 21 

leavened anointed with oil: of fine wheaten blood that is upon the altar, and of lhc 
3 flour shalt thou make them. And thou anointing oil, and sprinkle it upon Aaron, 

shalt put lhem into one hasket, and bring and upon his gannents, and upon his sons, 
them in the basket, with the bullock and the and upon the gannents of his sons with him: 
two rams. And Aaron and his sons thou and he shall be hallowed, and his gar-
shalt bring unto the door of the tent of ments, and his sons, and his sons' gannents 
meeting, and shalt wash them with water. with him. Alsothoushalt'takeofthe ram thr 22 

5 And thou shalt take the garments, and put fal, and the fat tail, and the lat that coverrlh 
upon Aaron the coat, and lhe robe of the the inwards, and the caul of the liver, and 
ephod, and the ephod, and the breast- the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon 
plate, and gird him with the cunningly them, and the right thigh; for it is a ram of 
woven band of the ephod: and thou shalt consecration: and one loaf of bread, and 
set the mitre upon his head, and put the one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer, out 

7 holy crown upon the mitre. Then shalt of the basket of unleavened bread that is 
thou take the anointing oil, and pour it before the LORD: and thou shalt put the 2~ 
upon his head, and anoint him. And whole upon the hands of Aaron, and upon 
thou shall bring his sons, and put coats the hands of his sons; and shall wav•· 
upon lhcm. And thou shalt gird them with them for a wave offering before the Lo1m. 
girdles, Aaron and his sons, and bind head- And thou shalt take them from their hands, 
tires on them: and they shall have the and burn them on the altar upon the burnt 
priesthood by a perpetual statute: and thou offering, for a sweet savour before the Lo Rn: 

10 shalt consecrate Aaron and his sons. And it is an ofTering made by fire unto the Lonn. 
thou shalt bring the bullock before the tent And thou shalt lake the breast of Aaron's 2f 
of meeting: and Aaron and his sons shall ram of consecration, and wave it for a wave 
lay their hands upon the head of the bul- offering before the Lonn: and it shall be 
lock. And thou shalt kill the bullock be- thy portion. And thou shalt sancti:y the 
fore the LORD, at the door of the tent breast of the wave offering, and the thigh 

1 2 of meeting. And thou shalt take of the of the heave olTering, which is waved, and 
blood of the bullock, and put it upon the which is heaved up, of the ram of consecra-
horns of the altar with thy finger; and tion, even of thal which is for Aaron, anrl 
thou shalt pour out all the blood at the base of that which is for his sons: and it shall 08 
of the altar. And thou shalt take all the be for Aaron and his sons as a due for ever 
rat that covcrel h the inwards, and the caul from the children of Israel: ror it is an 
upon the liver, and the two kidneys, and the heave offering: anrl it shall be an heave 
rat that is upon them, and burn them upon offering from the children of Israel of the 

14 lhe allar. But the flesh of the bullock, sacrifices of their peace offerings, even their 
anrl its skin, and its dung, shalt thou burn heave ofTcring unto the Lo1m. ,\nd the 
with ·fire without the camp: it is a sin holy garments of Aaron shall be for his 
ofTering. Thou shalt also take the one sons after him, to he anointed in them, and 
ram; an•\ Aaron and his sons shall lay to be consecrated in them. Seven davs JC 
their hands upon the head of the ram. shall the son that is priest in his stead p;1t 

16 And thou shalt slay the ram, and thou shalt them on, when he cometh into the lent of 
take its blood, and sprinkle it round about meeting to minister in the holy place. And 
upon the altar. And thou shalt cut the thou shalt take the ram of consecration, 
ram into its pieces, and wash its inwards, and seethe its flesh in a holy place. Arni 
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Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the 
ram, and the hread that is in the basket, at 

33 the door of the tent of meeting. And they 
shall eat those things wherewith atonement 
was made, to consecrate and to sanctify 
them: but a stranger shall not eat thereof, 
because they are holy. And if aught of the 
flesh of the consecration, or of the bread, 
remain unto the morning, then thou shalt 
hurn the remainder with lire: it shall not 

35 he eaten, because it is holy. And thus shalt 
thou do unto Aaron, and to his sons, ac· 
cording to all that I hal'e commanded 
thee: scYen davs shalt thou consecrate 
them. And en·ry day shalt thou offer the 
bullock of sin offering for atonement: and 
thou shalt cleanse the altar, when thou 
make st atonement for it; and thou shalt 

37 anoint it, to sanctify it. Seven days thou 
shalt make atonement for the altar, and 
sanctify it: and the altar shall be most 
holl'; "whatsoever toucheth the altar shall 
be hoh·. 

33 C'lm\· this is that "·hich thou shalt offer 
upon the altar; t1vo lambs of the first 
year day by day continually. The one 
lamb thou shalt offer in the morning; and 
the other lamb thou shalt offer at even: 
and with the one lamb a tenth part of an 
ephah of fine flour mingled with the fourth 
part of an hin of beaten oil; and the fourth 
pa rt of an hin of wine for a drink ofTering. 

41 .·\nd the other lamb thou shalt offer at 
even, and shah do thereto according to the 
meal offering of the morning, and according 
lo the drink offering thereof, for a sweet 
savour, an olTcring made hy fire unto the 
Lonn. It <hall he a continual burnt offer
ing throughout your general~ons at the door 
of the lent of meeting before the LORD: 
where I will meet with you, to speak there 

43 unto thee. And there J will meet with 
the children of J srarl; and the Tent shall 
~e sancti~ed by my glory. And I will sanc
ufy the tent of meeting, and the altar: 
Aaron also and his sons will I sanctify, to 

45 minister lo me in the priest's office. Anr! 
I will dwell among the children of Israel, 
and will he their God. And thev shall 
know that I am the LORD their God, that 
brought them forth out of the land of Egvpt, 
that I may rlwell among them: I am· the 
Lonn their God. 

30 Ami thou shalt make an altar to hum in
cense upon: <Jf ac-acia wood shalt thou ma kc 
it. A cubit shall he the length thereof· 
am! a cubit the breadth thereof; four'. 
square shall it he; and two cubits shall he' 
the height thereof: the horns thereof shall 

3 be of one piece with it. And thou shalt 
o 8r 
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overlay it with "pure gold, the top thereof 
and the sides thereof round &bout, and the 
horns thereof; and thou shalt make unto 
it a crown of gold round about. And two 
golden rings shalt thou make for it under 
the crown thereof, upon the two ribs 
thereof, upon the two sides of it shalt thou 
make them; and they shall be for places 
fur staves to bear it withal. And thou shall 5 
make the staves of aracia wood, and OVE'r

lay them with gold. And thou shalt put it 
before the veil that is by the ark of the 
testimony, before the mercy-seat that is 
ol'er the testimony, where I will meet with 
thee. And Aaron shall burn thereon in- 7 
rense of sweet spires: every morning, 
when he drcsseth the lamps, he shall hum 
it. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps 
at even, he shall hum it, a perpetual in
cense before the LORD throughout your 
generations. Ye shall offer no strange in- 9 
cense thereon, nor burnt offering, nor meal 
ofTering; and ye shall pour no drink offer
ing thereon. And Aaron shall make 
atonement upon the horns of it on'te in the 
year: with the blood of the sin offering 
of atonement once in the vear shall he 
make atonement for it throughout your 
generations: it is most holy unto the 
Lo1m. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 11 

When thou takes! the sum of the children 
of Israel, according to those that arc num
bered of them, then shall they give every 
man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD, 
when thou nnmberest them; that there be 
no plague among them, when thou num
berest them. This they shall give, every r3 
one that passeth over unto them that arr 
numbered, half a shekel after the shekel 
of the sancluarv: * half a shekel for an 
offering to the LORD. Every one that pass
eth over unto them that are numbered, 
from twenty years old and upward, shall 
give the offering of the LORD. The rich 15 
shall not gh·e more, and the poor shall not 
give less, than the half shekel, when thl'y 
give the offering of the LORD, to make 
atonement for your souls. An<] thou shalt 
take the atonement money from the chil
dren of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the 
service of the tent of meeting; that it may 
he a memorial for the children of Israel 
before the LORD, to make alonement for 
vour souls. 
· And the Lotm spake unto Moses, say- 17 
ing, Thou shalt also make a ]aver of brass 
and the base thereof of brass, to wash 

• The shekel is twenty gerahs. 
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withal: and thou shalt put it between the thee holy for the Lono. Whosoever shall 
tent of meeting and the altar, and thou make like unto that, to smell thereto, he 
shalt put water therein. And Aaron and shall be cut olT from his people. 
his sons shall wash their hands and their And the Lono spake unto Moses, saying, 31 

20 feet thereat: when they go into the tent of See, I have called by name Bezalcl the son 
meeting, they shall wash with water, that of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 
they die not; or when they come near lo and I have filled him with the spirit of God, 
the altar to minister, to burn an otTcring in wisdom, and in understanding, and in 
made by ftrc unto the Lo1rn: so they shall knowledge, and in all manner of work-
wash their hands and their feel, that they n1anship, to devise cunning works, to work 
die not: and it shall be a statute for ever in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in 5 
to them, even to him ,tnd lo his seed through- cutting of stones for setting, and in carving 
out their generations. of wood, to work in all manner of work-

22 !V[oreover the Lo1rn spake unto Moses, manship. And I, behold, I have appointed 
saving, Take thou also unto thee the chief with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, 
spices, of flowing myrrh five hundred of the tribe of Dan; and in the hearts of 
shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so all that arc wise hearted I have put wis-
much, even tw,, hundred and fifty, and of <lorn, that they may make all that I have 
sweet calamus two hundred and fifty, and commanded thee: the tent of meeting, and 7 
of cassia five hundred, after the shekel of the ark of the testimony, and the merry-

25 the sanctuary, and of olive oil an hin: and scat that is thereupon, and all the furniture 
thou shalt make it an holy anointing oil, a of the Tent; and the table and its vessels, 
perfume compounded after the art of the and the pure candlestick with all its vessels, 
perfumer: it shall be an holy anointing oil. and the altar of incc!lse; and the altar of 
And thou shalt anoint. therewith the lent burnt olTering with all its vessels, and the 
of meeting, and the ark of the testimony, !aver and its base; and the fmely wrought Io 
and the table and all the vessels thereof, and gannents, and the holy gannents for 
the candlestick and the vessels thereof, and Aaron the priest, and the garments of his 

28 the altar of incense, and the altar of burnt sons, to minister in the priest's olTice; and 
ofiering with all the vessels thereof, and the the anointing oil, and the incense of sweet 
laver 11nd the base thereof. And thou spices for the holy place: according to all 
shalt sanctify them, that they may be that I have commanded thee shall they do. 
most holy: whatsoever toucheth them And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 12 
shall be holy. And thou shalt anoint Aaron Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, 
and his sons, and sanctify them, that they saying, Verily ye shall keep my sabbaths: 
may minister unto me in the pricsl 's oITicc. for it is a sign between me and you through-

31 And thou shalt speak unto the children of out your generations; that ye may know 
Israel, saying, This shall be an holy anoint- that I am the LORD which sanctify you. 
ing oil unto me throughout your genera- Ye shall keep the sabbath therefore; for 14 
lions. Upon the flesh of man shall it not it is holy unto you: every one that profaneth 
be poured, neither shall ye make any like it shall surely be put to death: for whoso-
it, according to the composition thereof: ever doeth any work therein, that soul 
it is holy, and it shall be holy unto you. shall be cut olT from among his people. 
Whosoe\·er compoundeth any like it, or Six days shall work be done; but on the 
whosoever puttcth any of it upon a stranger, seventh day is a sabbath of solemn rest, 
he shall be cut o!T from his people. holy to the LORD: whosoever doeth any 

34 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take work in the sabbath day, he shall surely 
unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, be put to death. Wherefore the children I6 
and galbanum; sweet spices with pure of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe 
frankincense: of each shall there be a the sabbath throughout their generations, 
like weight; and thou shalt make of it for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign be-
inccnsc, a perfume after the art of the per- tween me and the children of Israel for 
[umer, seasoned with salt, pure and holy: eyer: for in six davs the LORD made heaven 

36 am! thou shalt beat some of it very small, and earth, and on ihe seventh clay he rested, 
and put of it before the testimony in the and was refreshed. 
tent of meeting, where I will meet with And he gave unto Moses, when he had I8 
thee: it shall be unto you most holy. And made an end of communing with him upon 
the incense which thou shalt make, ac- mount Sinai, the two tables of the tcsti-
cording to the composition thereof ye shall mony, tables of stone, written with the 
not make for yourselves: it shall be unto finger of God. 

S:z 
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Appendix H. - Covenant of the Second Table 
32 And when the people saw that Moses inherit it for ever. And the LORD repented 

dc!a ved to come down from the mount, the of the evil which he said he would do unto 
people gathered themselves together unto his people . 
. ·\;non, and said unto him, l"p, make us And Moses turned, and went down from r5 
gods, which shall go before us; for as for the mount, with the two tables of the testi- 1 
this l\Ioscs, the man that brought us up mony in his hand; tables that were wrillen 
uut of the land of Egypt, we know not what on both their sides; on the one side and on 

2 iS become of him. And Aaron said unto the other were they written. And the 
them, Ilreak off the golden rings, which tables were the work of (;od, and the writ-
arc in the cars of your wives, of your sons, ing was the writing of God, graven upon 
and of your daugh<ers, and bring them unto the tables. And when Joshua heard the 17 
me. And all the people brake off the golden noise of the people as they shouted, he said 
rings which were in their cars, and brought unto l\Ioscs, There is a noise of war in the 
them unto . .\aron. And he received it at camp. And he said, ~: is not the voice of 
their hand, and fashioned it with a graving them that shout for mastery, neither is it the 
tool, and made it a molten calf: and they voice of them that cry for being overcome: 
said, These be thy gods, 0 Israel, which but the noise of them that sing do I hear. 
brought thee up out of the I.and of Egypt. And it came lo pass, )S soon as he came nigh 19 

5 . .\nd when Aaron saw this, he built an altar unto the camp, that he saw the calf and 
before it; and Aaron made proclamation, the dancing: and Moses' anger waxed hot, 
and said, To-morrow shall be a feast to the and he cast the tables out of his hands, and 
LORD. And they rose up early on the brake them beneath the mount. And he 
morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and Uok the calf which they had made, and 
brought peace offerings; and the people burnt it with fire, and ground it to powder, 
sat down to cat an<l to drink, and rose up an<l strewed it upon the water, and made 
lo play. the children of Israel drink of it. And 21 

7 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go, l\foses sai<l unto Aaron, \\'hat did this 
get thee down; for thy people, which thou people unto thee, that thou hast brought a 
broughlest up out of the land of Egypt, great sin upon them? And Aaron said, 
haw corrupted themselves: they have Let not the anger of my lord wax hot: thou 
turned aside ~uickly out of the way which knowest the people, th<1t they are set on 
I commanded them: lhev have made them evil. For they said unto me, Make us gods, 23 
a molten calf, and have \~orshipped it, and which shall go before us: for as for this 
have sacrificed unto it, and said, Thl"SC be Moses, the man that brought us up out of 
thy gods, 0 Israel, which brought thee up the land of Egypt, we know not what is 

9 out of the land of Egypt. And the LORD become of him. And I said unto them, 
said unto l\Iosl"s, I have seen this people, Whosoever hath any gold, let them break 
and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: it oil; so they gave it me: and I cast it into 
now therefore let me alone, that mv wrath the fire, and there came out this calf. And 25 
may wax hot against them, and tha't I may when Moses saw that the people were 
consume them: and I will make of thee a broken loose; for Aaron had let them loose 

II great nation. ..\nd l'vloses besought the for a derision among their enemies: then 
LoRD his God, and said, LORD, whv doth l\Ioses stood in the gate of the camp, and 
thy wrath wax hot against thy people, said, \\"hoso is on the Lo1m's side, let him 
which thou hast brought forth out of the come unto me. And all the sons of Levi 
land of Egypt with gr<"at power and with a gathered themselves together unto him. 
mighty hand> \\'herdnre should the Egypt- And he said unto them, Thus saith the 27 
ians spl'ak, saying, For evil did he bring LORD, the Cod of Israel, Put ye every man 
them forth, lo slay them in the mountains, his sword upon his thigh, and go to and fro 
and lo rnnsume them from the face of the from gate to gate throughout the camp, and 
earth, Turn [rom thy fierce wrath, and slay every man his brother, and every man 
repent of this evil against thy people. his companion, and every man his neigh-

13 Rememher Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, hour. And the sons of Levi did according 
thy servants, lo whom thou swarest by to the word of l\Ioses: and there fell of the 
thine own self, and saidst unto them, I people that day about three thousand men. 
will multiply your seed as the stars of . .\nd Moses said, Consecrate yourselves 29 
heav.en.,a~d all this land that I have spoken to-day to the LORD, yea, every man against 
of will I gtve unto your seed, and they shall his son, and against his brother; that he 
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may bestow upon you a blessing this day. 
And it came to pass on the morrow, that 
Moses said unto the people, Ye have sinned 
a great sin: and now I will go up unto the 
LORD; peradventure I shall make atone-

3r men! for your sin. And Moses returned 
unto the Lo1m, and said, Oh, this people 
have sinned a great sin, and have made 
them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt 
forgive their sin - ; and if not, blot me, I 
pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast 
written. And the LORD said unto Moses, 
Whosoever hath sinned against me, him 

34 will I blot out of my book. And now go, 
lead the people unto the place of which I 
have spoken unto thee: behold, mine angel 
shall go before thee: nevertheless in the 
clay when I visit, I will visit their sin upon 
them. And the LORD smote the people, 
because they made the calf, which Aaron 
made. 

33 And the LORD spake unto Moses, 
Depart, go up hence, thou and the people 
which thou hast brought up out of the land 
of Egypt, unto the land of which I sware 
unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: and I 
will send an angel before thee; and I will 
drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and 
the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, 

3 and the Jebusite: nnto a land flowing 
with milk and honey: for I will not go up 
in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiIT
necked people: lest I consume thee in the 
way. And when the people heard these 
evil tidings, they mourned: and no man 

s did put on him his ornaments. And the 
LORD said unto Moses, Say unto the chil
dren of Israel, Ye are a stiff necked people: 
if I go up into the midst of thee for one mo
ment, I shall consume thee: therefore now 
put off thy ornaments from thee, that I 
may know what to do unto thee. And the 
children of Israel stripped themselves of 
their ornaments from mount Horeb on
ward. 

7 Now Moses used to take the tent and to 
pitch it without the camp, afar off from the 
ramp; and he called it, The tent of·meet
ing. And it came to pass, that every one 
which sought the LORD went out unto the 
tent of meeting, which was without the 
camp. And it came to pass, when Moses 
went out unto the Tent, that all the people 
rose up, and stood, every man at his tent 
door, and looked after Moses, until he was 

9 gone into the Tent. And it came to pass, 
when Moses entered into the Tent, the 
pillar of doud descended, and stood at the 
door of the Tent: an.d the LORD spake with 
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Moses. And all the people saw the pillar 
of cloud stand at the door of the Tent: and 
all the people rose up and worshipped, 
every man at his tent door. And the Lo1m n 
spake unto Moses face to face, as a man 
speaketh unto his friend. And he turned 
again into the camp: but his minister 
Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, de
parted not out of the Tent. 

And Moses said unto the LORD, See, 12 

thou sayest unlo me, Bring up this people: 
and thou hast not let me know whom thou 
wilt send with me. Yet thou hast said, I 
know thee by name, and thou hast also 
found grace in my sight. Now therefore, r3 
I pray thee, if I have found grace in thv 
sight, shew me now thy ways, that I ma)• 
know thee, to the end that I may find grace 
in thy sight: and consider that this nation 
is thy people. And he said, My presence 
shall go wilh thee, and I will give thee rest. 
And he said unto him, If thy presence go 15 
not with me, carry us not up hence. For 
wherein now shall it be known that I have 
found grace in thy sight, I and thy people? 
is it not in that thou goes! with us, so that 
we be separated, I and thy people, from all 
the people that arc upon the face of the 
earth? 

And the LORD said unto Moses, I will do 17 
this thing also that thou hast spoken: for 
thou hast found grace in my sight, and I 
know thee by name. And he said, Shew 
me, I pray thee, thy glory. And he said, IQ 

I will make all my goodness pass before 
thee, and will proclaim the name of the 
LORD before thee; and I will be gracious 
to whom I will be gracious, and will shew 
mercy on whom I will shew mercy. And 
he said, Thou canst not see my face: for 
man shall not see me and live. And the 21 

LORD said, Behold, there is a place by me, 
and thou shalt stand upon the rock: and 
it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth 
by, that I will put thee in a cleft of the rock, 
and will cover thee with my hand until I 
have passed by: and I will take away mine 
hand, and thou shalt see my back: but my 
face shall not be seen. 

And the LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee 34 
two tables of stone like unto the first: a ncl 
I will write upon the tables the words that 
were on the first tables, which thou brakest. 
And be ready by the morning, an_d come up 
in the morning unto mount Sinat, and pre
sent thvself there to me on the top of the 
mount.. And no man shall come up with 
thee, neither let any man hi' seen through
out all the mount; neither let the flocks 
nor herds feed before Lhat mount. And 4 
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la· hewc<l two tables of stone like unto the the firstling of an ass thou shall redeem 
lirst; and !\loses ro:->e up early in the morn- with a lamb: and if thou wilt not redeem 
ing, and went up unto mount Sinai, as the it, then thou shalt break its neck. All the 
LORD had commanded him, and took in firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem. 
his hand two tables of stone. And the And none shall appear before me empty. 
LORD descended in the cloud, and stoo<l Six davsthou shalt work, but on the seventh 
with him there, and proclaimed the name day thou shalt rest: in plowing time and 

6 d the LORD. And the LORD passed by in harvest thou shalt rest. And thou shah 22 

before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, observe the feast of weeks, even of the firsl-
the LORD, a God full of compassion and fruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of 
~cious, slow ln anger, and plenteous 'in ingathering at the year's end. Three times 
mere)' and truth; keeping mercy for in the year shall all thy males appear before 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans- the Lord (;oD, the (;od of Israel. For I 
grt'ssion and sin: and that will by no means will cast out nations before thee, and enlarge 
clear the guilt)': visiting the iniquity of the thy borders: neither shall any man desire 
fathers upon the children, and upon the thy land, when thou goest up to appear 
children's children, upon the third and upon before the LORD thy God three Limes in 

8 the fourth generation. And Moses made the year. Thou shalt not offer the blood 25 

haste, and bnwed his head toward the earth, of mv sacrificl' with leavened bread; neither 
and \\:orshipped. And he said, If now I shali the sacrifice of the feast of the passover 
have found grace in thy sight, 0 Lord, let be left unto the morning. The first of the 
the Lord, I pray thee, go in the midst of firstfruits of thy ground thou shalt bring 
us; for it is a stiff necked people; and par- unto the house of the LORD thy God. Thou 
dnn our iniquitY and our sin, and take us shalt not seethe a kid in its mother's milk. 

10 for thine inheritance. And he said, Be- And the LORD said unto Moses, \\'rite 27 
hold, I make a covenant: before all thv thou these words: for after the tenor of 
people I will do marvels, such as have not these words I have made a covenant 
bt•en wrought in all the earth, nor in any with thee and with Israel. And he was 
nation: and all the people among which there with the LORD forty days and forty 
thou art shall Sl'e the work of the LORD, for nights; he did neither cat bread, nor 
it is a tnribll' thing that I do with thee. drink water. And he wrote upon the 

II Observe thou that which I command thl'c ta blcs the words of the covenant, the ten 
this daY: behold, I drive out before thee commandments. 
the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the And it came to pass, when J\Ioses came 29 
Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, down from mount Sinai with the two tables 
and the Jebusite. Take heed to thyself, of the testimonv in Moses' hand, when he 
lest thou make a covenant with the inhabit- came down from the mount, that Moses 
ants of the land whither thou goest, lest wist not that the skin of his face shone hv 

13 it be for a snare in the midst of thee: hut reason of his speaking with him. And 
ye shall break down their altars, and dash when Aaron and all the children of Israel 
in pieces their pillars, and ye shall cut down saw Moses, b<>hold, the skin of his fare 
their Asherim: for thou shalt worship no shone; and they were afraid to come nigh 
other god: for the LORD, whose name is him. And Moses called unto thern; and 31 
J<alouc, is a jealous God: lest thou make Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation 
a CO\'er.ant with the inhabitants of the land, returned unto him: and Moses spake to 
and thev go a whoring after their gods, and them. And aftenvard all the children of 
do sacrifirc unto their gods, and one call Israel came nigh: and he gave them in 

16.thee and thou eat of his sacrifice; and thou commandment all that the LORD had spoken 
take of their daughters unto thy sons, and with him in mount Sinai. And when 
their <laughters go a whoring after their Moses had done speaking with them, he 
gods, anrl make thy sons go a whoring after put a veil on his fare. But when Moses 34 
thrir gods. Thou shalt make thee no went in beforr the Lo1m to speak with him, 

18 molten gods. The feast of unleavened he took the veil off, until he came out; and 
hn·ad shalt thou keep. Seven days thou he.came out, and. spake unto the children 
sh~ll eat unleavened bread, as I commanded of Israel that which he was commanded; 
thee, at thr Lime appointed in the month and the children of Israel saw the face 
A bib: for in the month Ahib thou cam est of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face 
out from Egy.pt. All that openeth the shone: and Moses put the veil upon his 
womb is mine; and all thv rattle that is fare again, until he went in to speak 

20 male, the firstlings of ox arid sheep. And with him. 
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Appendix I. - Specification of the Building of the Tabernacle 

35 And Moses asscm bled all the congrega
tion of the children of Israel, and said unto 
them, These arc the words which the LORD 
hath commanded, that ye should do them. 
Six days shall work be done, but on the 
seventh day there shall be to you an holy 
day, a sabbath of solemn rest lo the Lonn: 
whosoever docth any work therein shall be 
put to death. Ye shall kindle no fire 
throughout your habitations upon the 
sabbath day. 

4 And Moses spake unto all the congrega
tion of the children of Israel, saying, This 
is the thing which the Lonn commanded, 
saying, Take ye from among you an offer
ing unto the Lorm: whosoever is.of a will
ing heart, let him bring it, the LORD'S 
offering; gold, and silver, and brass; and 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
linen, and goats' hair; and rams' skins 
dyed red, and sealskins, and acacia wood; 

8 and oil for the light, and spices for the 
anointing oil, ancl for the sweet incense; 
and onyx stones, and stones to be set, for 
the ephod, and for the breastplate. And 
let every wise hearted man among you 
come, and make all that the Lonn hath 

11 commanded; the tabernacle, its tent, and 
its covering, its clasps, and its boards, its 
bars, its pillars, and its sockets; the ark, 
and the staves thereof, the tnercy-seat, and 
the veil of the screen; the table, and its 
staves, and all its vessels, and the shew-

14 bread; the candlestick also for the light, 
and its vessels, and its lamps, and the oil 
for the light; and the altar of incense, and 
its staves, and the anointing oil, and the 
sweet incense, and the screen for the door, 
at the door of the tabernacle; the altar of 
burnt offering, with its grating of brass, its 
staves, and all its vessels, the la ver and its 

17 base; the hangings of the court, the pillars 
thereof, and their sockets, and the screen 
for the gale of the court; the pins of the 
tabernacle, and the pins of the court, and 
their cords; the finely wrought garments, 
for ministering in the holy place, the holy 
gannents for Aaron the priest, and the gar
ments of his sons, to minister in the priest's 
office. 

20 And all the congregation of the-children 
of Israel departed from the presence of 
Moses. And they came, every one whose 
heart stirred him up, and every one whom 
his spirit made willing, and brought the 
Lonn's offering, for the work of the tent 
of meeting, and for all the service thereof, 

22 and for the holy gannents. And they 
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came, both men and women, as many as 
were willing hearted, and brought brooches, 
and earrings, and signet-rings, and arm lets, 
all jewels of gold; even every man that 
offered an offering of gold unto the Lorm. 
And every man, wilh whom was found blue, 
,and purple, and scarlet, and fine l;ncn, and 
goats' hair, and rams' skins dyed red, and 
sealskins, brought them. Evny one thai. 21/
did offer an offering of silver and brass 
brought the Lorm's offering: and every 
1nan, with whom was found acacia wood 
for any work of the service, brought L. 
And all the women that were wise hearted 
did spin with their hands, and brought that 
which they had spun, the blue, and the 
purple, the scarlet, and the fine linen. And 26 
all the women whose heart stirred them up in 
wisdom spun the goats' hair. And the rulers 
brought the onyx stones, and the stones 
to be set, for the cphod, and for the breast
plate; and the spice, and the oil; for the 
light, and for the anointing oil, and for the 
sweet incense. The children of Israel 29 
brought a freewill offering unto the Lo rm; 
every man and woman, whose heart made 
them willing lo bring for all the work, which 
the Lo1m had commanded to be made by 
the hand of Moses. 

And Moses said unto the children of 30 
Israel, See, the LORD hath called by name 
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah; and he hath filled him 
with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in under
standing, and in knowledge, and in all 
manner of workmanship; and to devise 
cunning works, lo work in gold, and in 
silver, and in brass, and in cutting of stones 33 
for setting, and in carving of wood, to work 
in all manner of cunning workmanship. 
And he hath put in his heart that he may 
teach, both he, and Oholiab, the son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. Them 35 
hath he lilied with wisdom of heart, to 
work all manner of workmanship, of the 
engraver, and of the cunning workman,. 
and of the embroiderer, in blue, am] in 
purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen, and of 
the weaver, even of them that do any work
manship, and of those that devise cunning 
works. And Bezalel and Oholiab shall 36 
work, and every wise hearted man, in 
whom the LORD hath put wisdom and un
derstanding to know how to work all the 
work for the service of the sanctuary, 
according to all that the LORD hath com
manded. 

And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab, 2 
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and every wise hearted man, in whose heart skins dyed red, and a covering of sealskins 
the LORD had put wisdom, even every one above. 
whose heart stirred him up to come unto And he made the boards for the taber- 20 
the work to do it: and they received of nacle of acacia wood, standing up. Ten 
]\foses all the offering, which the children cubits was the length of a board, and a 
of Israel had brought for the work of the cubit and a half the breadth of eaeh board. 
service of the sanctuary, to make it withal. Each board had two tenons, joined one to 
And they brought yet unto him freewill another: thus did he make for all the 

4 offerings e\"ery morning. And all the wise boards of the tabernacle. And he made the 23 
men, that wrought all the work of the boards for the tabernacle; twenty boards 
s.anrtuary, rame rvrry man from his work for the south side southward: and he made 
whkh the)' wmught; and they spake unto forty sockets of silver under the twenty 
l\IoSL'S, saying, The people bring much boards; two sockets under one board for 
more than rnough for the service of the its two tenons, and two sockets under 
work, which the LORD commanded to another board for its two tenons. And 25 

6 lllake. And l\foses gave commandment, for the second side of the tabernacle, on 
and they caused it to be proclaimed through- the north side, he made twenty boards, 
~ut the camp, saying, Let neither man nor and their. forty sockets of silver; two 
woman make anv more work for the offer- sockets under one board, and two sockets 
ing of the sanct~ary. So the people were under another board. And for the hinder 
n•strained from bringing. For the stuff part of the tabernacle westward he made 
thev had was sutlicient for all the work to six boards. And two boards made he for 2 8 
make it, and too much. the corners of the tabernacle in the hinder 

8 And ewry wise• hearted man among them part. And they were double beneath, and 
that wrought the work made the tabernacle in like manner they were entire unto the 
with ten curtains; of fine twined linen, and top thereof unto one ring: thus he did lo 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, with cherubim both of them in the two corners. And there 30 
the work of the cunning workman made he were eight boards, and their sockets of 
them. The length of each curtain was silver, sixteen sockets; under every board 
ei~ht and twenty cubits, and the breadth two sockets. And he made bars of acacia 
of Pach curtain four cubits: all the curtains wood; five for the boards of lhe one side 

ID had one measure. And he coupled five of the tabernacle, and five bars for the 
curtains one to another: and the other five boards of the other side of the tabernacle, 
curtains he coupled one to another. And and five bars for the boards of the taber-
he made loops of blue upon the edge of nacle for the hinder part westward. And 3:;. 
the one curtain from the selvedge in the he made the middle bar to pass through in 
coupling: likewise he made in the edge of the midst of the boards from the one end 
the curtain that was outmost in the second to the other. And he overlaid the boards 

12 coupling. Fifty loops made he in the one with gold, and made their rings of gold for 
curtain, and fifty loops made he in the edge places for the bars, and overlaid the bars 
of the curtain that was in the second coup- with gold. 
ling: the loops were opposite one to another. And he made the veil of blue, and purple, 35 
:\nd he made fifty clasps of gold, and and scarlet, and fine twined linen: with 
nrnpkd the curtains one to another with cherubim the work of the cunning workman 

14 till"< !asps: so the tabernacle was one. And made he it. And he made thereunto four 
he made curtains of goats' hair for a tent pillars of acacia, and overlaid them with 
u\·er the tabernacle: eleven curtains he gold: their hooks were of gold; and hr 
made them. The length of each curtain cast for them four sockets of silver. And 3? 
was thirtv cubits, and four cubits the he made a screen for the door of the Tent, 
breadth o.f each cunain: lhe eleven cur- of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 

16 tains had one measure. /\rd he coupled twined linen, the work of the embroiderer; 
live curtains by themselves, and six cur- and the five pillars of it with their hooks: 
tains by themselves. And he made fifty and he overlaid their chapiters and their 
loops on the edge of the curtain that was fillets with gold: and their five sockets were 
outmost in the coupling, and fifty loops of brass. 
made he upon the edge of the curtain which And Bezalcl made the ark of acacia wood: 37 

18 was outmost in the second coupling. And two cubits and a half was the length of il, 
he made fifty clasps of brass to couple the and a cubit and a half the breadth of it, 
tent together, that it might be one. And and a cubit and a half the height of it: and 
he made a covering for the tent of rams' he overlaid it with pure gold within and 
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without, nnd made a crown of gold to it and a knop under two branches o( one 
3 round about. And he cast for it four rings piece with it, for the six branches going uul 

of gold, in the four feet thereof; even l wo of it. Their knops and their branches were 2 2 
rings on the one side of it, and two rings on of one piece with il: the whole of it was 
the other side of il. And he made slaves one beaten work of pure gold. And he 
of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold. made the lamps thereof, seven, and the 
And he pul the slaves into the rings on lhe longs thereof, and the snu!I-dishes thereof, 

6 sides of the ark, lo bear the ark. And he of pure gold. Of a talent of pure gold 
made a mercy-seat of pure gold: two cubits made he it, and all the vessels thereof. 
and a half was the length thereof, and a And he made the altar oi incense of 25 
cubit ani a half the breadth thereof. And acacia wood: a cubit was the length thereof, 
he made two cherubim of gold; of beaten and a cubit the breadth thereof, foursquare; 
work made he them, al the two ends of the and lwo cubits was the height thereof; the 

8 mercy-seal; one cherub at the one end, horns thereof were of one piece with it. 
and one cherub at the other encl:. of one And he overlaid it with pure gold, the top 
piece with the nwrcy-scat made he the thereof, and the sides thereof round about, 
cherubim at the lwu cnd,s thereof. And the and the horns of it: and he made unto it a 
cherubim spread out their wing~ on high, crown of gold round a bout. And he made 27 
covering the mercy-scat with their wings, for it lwu golden rings under the crown 
with their faces one lo another; toward the thereof, upon the two ribs thereof, upon 
mercy-seat were the faces of the cherubim. the two sides of it, for places for slaves lo 

Io And he made the table of acacia wood: bear it witLal. And he made the slaves of 
two cubits was the length. thereof, and a acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold. 
cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit and And he made the holy anointing oil, and 
a half the height thereof: and he overlaid the pure incense of sweet spices, after the 
it with pure gold, and made thereto a crown art of the perfumer. 

12 of gold round about. And he made unto And he made the altar of burnt o!Icring 38 
it a border of an hand breadth round about, of acacia wood: five cubits was the length 
and made a golden crown to the border thereof, and five cu hits the breadth thereof, 
thereof round about. And he cast for it foursquare; and three cubits the height 
four rings of gold, and put the rings in the thereof. And he made the horns thereof 
four corners that were on the four feel upon l.he four corners of it; the horns 

14 thereof. Close by the border were the thereof were of one piece with it: and he 
rings, the places for the staves to bear the overlaid it with brass. And he made all 3 
table. And he made the slaves of acacia the vessels of the altar, the pots, and the 
wood, and overlaid them with gold, lo bear shovels, and the basons, the Jleshhooks, 
the table. And he made the vessels which and the lircpans: all the vessels thereof 
were upon the table, the dishes thereof, and made he of brass. And he made for the 
the spoons thereof, and the bowls thereof, altar a grating of network of brass, under 
and the flagons thereof, to pour oul withal, the ledge round it beneath, reaching half-
of pure gold. way up. And he cast four rings for the 

17 And he made the candlestick of pure four ends of the grating of brass, lo be 
gold: of beaten work made he the candle- placed for the staves. And he made the 6 
slick, even its base, and its shaft; its cups, staves of acacia wood, and overlaid them 
its knops, and its Jlowers, were of one piece with brass. And he put the slaves into 
with it: and there were six branches going the rings on the sides of the altar, lo bear 
out of the sides thereof; three branches of it withal; he made it hollow with planks. 
the randleslick out of the one side thereof, And he made the )aver of brass, and the 8 
and three branches of the candlestick out base thereof of brass, of the mirrors of the 

19 o[ the other side thereof: three cups made serving women which served at the door of 
like almond-blossoms in one brnnch, a knop the tent of meeting. 
and a flower; and three cups made like And he made the court: for the south 9 
almond-blossoms in the other branch, a side southward the hangings of the courl 
knop and a flower: so for the six branches were of fine twined linen, an hundred 
.going out of the candlestick. And in the c11bils: their pillars were twenty, and their 
candlestick were four cups made like sockets twenty, of brass; the hooks of the 
almond-blossoms, the knops thereof, and pillars and their fillets were of silver. And 

21 the Jlowers thereof: and a knop undl'r two for the north side an hundred cubits, their 
branches of one piece wilh it, and a knop pillars twenty, and their sockets twenty, of 
under two branches of one piece with it, brass; the hooks of the pillars and their 
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12 fillPts of silver. And for the west side were veil; an hundred sockets· for the hundred 
hangings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, talents, a talent for a socket. And of the 
and their sockets ten; the hooks of the thousand seven hundred seventy and live 
pillars and their fillets of silver. And shekels he made hooks for the pillars, anrl 
for the east side eastward fifty cubits. The overlaid their chapiters, and mnde fillets 
hangings for the one side of the gate were for them. And the brass of the offering 
fifteen cubits; their pillars lhrt"e, and their was seventy talents, and two thousand ar.d 

15 >ockcts three; and so for the other side: four hundred shekels. And therewith he 30 
on this hand and that hand by the gate of made the sockets lo the door of the lent of 
the court were hirngings of fifteen cubits; meeting, and the brasen altar, and the 
their pillars three, and their sockets three. brasen grating for it, and all the vessels of 
!\II the hangings of the court round about the altar, and the sockets of the court round 

17were of fine twiner! linen. And the sockets about, and the sockets of the gale of the 
for the pillars were of brass; the hooks of court, and all the pins of the tabernacle, 
the pillars and their fillets of silver; and and all the pins of the court round about. 
the owrlaying of their chapiters of silver; And of the blue, and purple, and scarlet, 39 
and all the pillars of the court were filleted they made finely wrought garments, for 

13 with silver. And the screen for the gate of ministering in the holy place, and made the 
the court was the work of the embroiderer, holy ganncnts for Aaron; as the LORD com-
of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine manded Moses. 
twined linen: anrl twenty cubits was the And he made the ephod of gold, blue, 2 

lt-ngth, and the height in the breadth was and purple, and srnrkt, and fine twined 
five cubits, answerable to the hangings of linen. And they did beat the gold into 

191he court. And their pillars were four, thin plates, and cut it into wires, to work 
and their sockets four, of brass: their hooks it in the blue, and in the purple, and in the 
of silYer, and the overlaying of their cha pi- scarlet, and in the fine linen, the work of 
ters and their fillets of silver. And all the the cunning workman. They made shoul-
pins of the tabernacle, and of Lhe court derpieces for it, joined together: at the 
round about, were of brass. two ends was it joined tngether. And t'.1e 5 

21 This is the sum of :he things for the cunningly woven band, that was upon it, 
tabernade, even the tabernacle of the lo gird it on withal, was of the same piece 
ll'stimony, as tlwy wrre counted, according and like thf" work th1._·rcof; of golrl, of hluP, 
lo the commandment of Moses, for the and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined 
scrYice of the I,c,·ites, by the hand of linen; as the LORD commanded Moses. 

22 Tthamar, the son of Aaron ihe priest. And And they wrought the onyx stones, in-6 
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of closed in ouches of gold, graven with the 
the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD engravings of a signet, according to the 
commandPd Moses. And with him was names of the children of Israel. And he 
Oholiah, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe put them on the shouldrrpicces of the ephod, 
of Dan, an engravc·r, and a cunning work- to be stones of memorial for the children of 
man, and an embroiderer in blue, and in Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
purple, and in scarlet, and fine linen. And he made the breastplate, the work 8 

'4 All the gold that was used for the work of the cunning workman, like the work of 
in all the work of the sanctuary, even the the ephocl; of gold, of blue, and purple, 
g0lcl of the ofTering, was twenty and nine and scarlet, and fine twined linen. It was 
talents, anrl se\"en hundred and thirty foursquare; they made the breastplate 
shekels, a Iler the shekel of the sanctuary. double: a span was the length thereof, and 
And the silver of them that were numbered a span the breadth thereof, bring double. 
o[ the congregation was an hundred talents, And they set in it four rows of stones: a 10 

and a thousand seven hundred and three- row of sardius, topaz, and nirhunrle was 
score and fifteen shekels, after tbe shekel the first row. And the second row, an 

,,,; of the sanctuary: a beka a head, that is, emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond. And 
half a shekl'I, after the shekel of the sane- the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an 
tuary, for e\"ery O!le that pass~d over to amethyst. And the fourth row, a beryl, 
them that wt·re numbered, from twenty an onyx, and a jasper: they were inclo<ecl 
years old and upward, for six hundred in ouches of gold in their settings. And q 
thousand and three thousand and five the stones were according lo the ;iames of 

ZJ hundred and fifty men. And the hundred the children of Israel, twelve, according to 
talents of sih·er were for casting the sockets their names; like the engravings of a signet, 
of the sanctuary, and the sockets of the every one according to his name, for the 
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twelve tribes. And they made upon the And they brought the tabernacle unto 33 
breastplate chains like cords, of wreathen Moses, the Tent, and all its furniture, its 

16 work of pure gold. And they made two clasps, its boards, its bars, and its pillars, 
ouches of gold, and two gold rings; and and its sockets; and the covering of rams' 
put the two rings on the two ends of the skins dyed red, and the covering of sealskins, 
breastplate. And they put the two and the veil of the screen; the ark of 
wreathen chains of gold on the two rings the testimony, and the staves thereof, and 
at the ends of the breastplate. And the the mercy-scat; the table, all the vessels 36 
other two ends of the two wrealhen chains thereof, and the shewbread; the pure 
they put on the two ouches, and put them candlestick, the lamps \hereof, even the 
on the shoulderpieces of the ephod, in the lamps lo be set in order, and all the 

19 [oreparl thereof. And they made two vessels thereof, and the oil for the light; and 
rings of gold, and put them upon the two the golden altar, and the anointing. oil, and 
ends of the breastplate, upon the edge the sweet incense, and the screen for the 
thereof, which was toward the side of the door of the Tent; the brasen altar, and its 
ephod inward. And they made two rings grating of brass, its staves, and all its vessels, 
of gold, and put them on the two shoulder- the !aver and its base; the hangings of the 40 
pieces of the ephod underneath, in the fore- court, its pillars, and its sockets, and the 
part thereof, close by the coupling thereof, screen for the gate of the court, the cords 
above the cunningly woven band of the thereof, and the pins thereof, and all the 

21 cphod. And they did bind the breast- instruments of the service of the tabernacle, 
plate by the rings thereof unto the rings of for the tent of meeting; the finely wrought 
the ephod with a lace of blue, that it might garments for ministering in the holy place, 
be upon the cunningly woven band of the and the holy garments for Aaron the priest, 
ephod, and that the breastplate might not and the garments of his sons, to minister in 
be loosed from the ephod; as the Lo1m the priest's office. According to all that 42 
commanded Moses. the Lo1m commanded Moses, so the chil-

22 And he made the robe of the ephod of dren of Israel did all the work. And Moses 
woven work, all of blue; and the hole of saw all the work, and, behold, they had 
the robe in the midst thereof, as the hole of done it; as the LORD had commanded, even 
a coat of mail, with a binding round about so had they done it: and Moses blessed 
the hole of it, that it should not be rent. them. 
And they made upon the skirts of the robe And the LORD spake unto Moses, say- 40 
pomegranates of blue, and purple, and ing, On the first day of the first month shall 

25 scarlet, and twined linen. And they made thou rear up the tabernacle of the tent of 
bells of pure gold, and put the bells between meeting. And thou shalt put therein the 
the pomegranates upon the skirts of the ark of the testimony, and thou shall screen 
robe round about, between the pome- the ark with the veil. And thou shalt bring 4 
granates; a bell and a pomegranate, a bell in the table, and set in order the things that 
and a pomegranate, upon the skirts of the are upon it; and thou shalt bring in the 
robe round about, to minister in; as the candlestick, and light the lamps thereof. 
LORD commanded Moses. A11d thou shalt set the golden altar for 

27 And they made the coats of fine linen of incense before the ark of the testimony, 
woven work for Aaron, and for his sons, and put the screen of the door to the 
and the mitre of line linen, and the goodly tabernacle. And thou shalt set the altar 6 
headtires of fine linen, and the linen of burnt offering before the door of the 
breeches of fine twined linen, and the girdle tabernacle of the tent of mcel;.ng. And 
of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, thou shalt set the !aver between the tent 
and scarlet, the work of the embroiderer; of meeting and the altar, and shalt put 
as the LORD commanded Moses. water therein. And thou shalt set up the 

30 And they made the plate of the holy court round about, and hang up the screen 
crown of pure gold, and wrote upon it a of the gale of the court. And thou shalt 9 
writing, like the engravings of a signet, take the anointing oil, and anoint tht' 
HOLY TO THE I.ORD. And they tied unto tabernacle, and all that is therein, and shalt 
it a lace of blue, to fasten it upon the mitre hallow it, and all the furniture thereof: 
above; as the LORD commanded Moses. and it shall be holy. And thou shalt anoint 

Thus was finished all the work of the the altar of burnt offering, and all its ves-
tabernacle of the tent of meeting: and the se]s, and sanctify the altar: and the altar 
children of Israel did according to all that shall be most holv. And thou shalt anoint 11 

the LORD commanded Moses, so did they. the !aver and its base, and sanctify it. And 
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thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto 
the door of the tent of meeting, and shalt 
wash them with water. And thou shalt 
put upon Aaron the holy garments; and 
thou shalt anoint him, and sanctify him, 
that he may minister unlomeinthe priest's 

q ol1ice. And thou shall bring his sons, and 
put coats upon them: and thou shalt 
anoint them, as thou didst anoint their 
father, that they may minister unto me 
in the priest's oHicc: and their anointing 
shall be to them for an everlasting .priest
hood throughout their generations. Thus 
<lid :\loses: according lo all that the LORD 
commanded him, so did he. 

1, ,\n<l it came to pass in the first month in 
' the second rear m1 thc first davof the month, 

that the tabernacle was rea'red up. An<l 
:\foses reared up the tabernacle, and laid 
its sockets and set up the boards thereof, 
and put in the bars thereof, and reared up 

i9 its pillars. And he spread the tent over 
the tabernacle, and put the covering of the 
tent a bo\•e upon it; as the LORD commanded 
\loses. And he took and put the testi
monv into the ark, and set the staves on 
the ;{rk, and put the mercy-seat above upon 

21 the ark: and he brought the ark into the 
tabernacle, and set up the \"Ci! of the screen, 
and scrccnecl the ark of the tcstin1ony; as 
the LORD commanded :\foses. And he put 
the table in the tent of meeting, upon the 
side of the tabernacle northward, without 

23 I he \"eil. And he sd the bread in order 
upon it before the LORD; as the LORD 
comma nde<l :\loses. And he put the 
ca n<llestick in the tent of meeting, over 
against the table, on the side of the taber
nacle southward. Ami he lighted the 
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lamps before the LORD; as the LORD com
manded Moses. And he put the golden 26 
altar in the tent of meeting before the veil: 
and he burnt thereon incense of sweet 
spices; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
And he put the screen of the door to the 
tabernacle. And he set the altar of burnt 
offering at the door of the tabernacle of 
the tent of meeting, and offered upon it the 
burnt offering and the meal offering; as 
the LORD commanded Moses. And he set 30 
the la ver between the tent of meeting and 
the altar, and put water therein, to wash 
withal. And Moses and Aaron and his 
sons washed their hands and their feet 
thereat; when they went into the tent of 32 
meeting, and when they came near unto 
the altar, they washed: as the LORD com
manded Muses. And he reared up the 
court round about the tabernacle and the 
altar, and set up the screen of the gate 
of the court. So Moses finished the 
work. 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meet- 34 
ing, and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle. And Moses was not able to 
enter into the tent of meeting, because the 
cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. And when 
the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the children of Israel went 
onward, throughout all their journeys: 
but if the cloud were not taken up, then 37 
they journeyed not till the day that it was 
taken up. For the cloud of the LORD was 
upon the tabernacle by day, and there was 
lire therein by night, in the sight of all the 
house of Israel, throughout all their 
journeys. 

Appendix J. - Law and Ritual of Oblations 
1 And the LORD called unto Muses, and 

spake unto him out of the tent of meeting, 
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, 
and say unto them, When any man of you 
o."icrcth an oblation unto the LORD, ye shall 
offer your oblation of the cattle, even of the 
her<l ancl of the flock. 

3 If his oblation lw a burnt offering of the 
herd, he shall oiler it a male without 
J,kmi,h: he shall offer it at the door of the 
lt.:nl of mel'ting, that he may be accepted 
hdore the Lo1m. And he shall lay his 
hand upon the h"ad of the burnt ollering; 
and it shall be accepter! for him to make 

5 atonement for him. And he shall kill the 
liullock before the LouD: ancl Aaron's 
sons, the priests, shall present the blood, 
and sprinkle the blood round about upon 
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the altar that is at the door of the tent of 
meeting. And he shall flay the burnt 
offering and cut it into its pieces. And the 7 
sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon 
the altar, and lay wood in order upon the 
fire: and Aaron's sons, the priests, shall 
lay the pieces, the head, and the lat, in 
order upon the wood that is on the lire 
which is upon the altar: but its inwards 9 
and its legs shall he wash with water: and 
the priest shall burn the whole on the altar, 
for a burnt offering, an o!Tering made by 
fire, of a swret savour unto. the LORD. 

And if his oblation be of the flock, of the 10 

sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt offering; 
he shall oiler it a male without blemish. 
And he shall kill it on the side of the altar 
northward before the Lotto: and Aaron's 
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sons, the priests, shall sprinkle its blood unto the LORD. And that which is left 
12 upon the altar round about. And he shall of the meal offering shall be Aaron's and 

cut it into its pieces, with its head and its his sons': it is a thing most holy of the 
fat: and the priest shall lay them in order offerings of the LORD made by fire. No 11 
on the \\'ood that is on the fire which is upon meal offering, which ye shall offer unto the 
the altar: but the inwards and the legs Lo RD, shall be made with leaven: for ye 
shall he wash with water: and the priest shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, as an 
shall offer the whole, and burn it upon the offering made hy fire unto the LoRn. As 
altar: it is a burnt offering, an offering an oblation of firstfruits ye shall olTer them 
made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the unto the LORD: but they shall not come up 
LORD. for a sweet savour on the altar. And even· 13 

q And if his oblation to the LORD he a burnt oblation of thy meal offering shalt thou 
offering of fowls, then he shall offer his season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer 
oblation of turtledoves, or of young pigeons. the salt of the covenant of thv God to be 
And the priest shall bring it unto the altar, lacking from thy meal offeri~g: with all 
and \\'ring off its head, and burn it on the thine oblations thou shalt offer salt. 
altar; and the blood thereof shall be And if thou oITer a meal oITering of first- 14 
drained out on the side of the altar: and fruits unto the Lo RD, thou shalt offer for 
he shall take away its crop with the filth the meal offering of thy firstfruits corn in 
thereof, and cast it beside the altar on the the ear parched with fire, bruised corn of the 

17 east part, in the place of the ashes: and he fresh ear. And thou shalt put oil upon it, 
shall rend it by the \\'ings thereof, but shall and lay frankincense thereon: it is a meal 
not dh·icle. it asunder: and the priest shall offering. And the priest shall burn the rs 
burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that memorial of it, part of the bruise<) corn 
is upon the fire: it is a burnt offering, an thereof, and part of the oil thereof, with 
olTering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto all the frankincense thereof: it is an 
lite LORD. offering made by fire unto the Lo1m. 

2 And when any one offereth an oblation And if his oblation be a sacrir1ce of peace 3 
of a meal offering unto the LORD, his obi a- offerings; if he offer of the herd, whether 
lion shall he of frne flour; and he shall pour male or female, he shall offer it without 
oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon: blemish before the LORD. And he shall 
and he shall bring it to Aaron's sons the lay his hand upon the head of his oblation, 
priests: and he shall take thereout his hand- and kill it at the door of the tent of meeting: 
ful of the fme flour thereof, and of the oil and Aaron's sons the priests shall sprinkle 
thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; the blood upon the altar round about. And 3 
and the priest shall burn it as the memorial he shall offer of the sacrifice of peace offer-
thereof upon the altar, an ofTering made by in gs an offering made hy lire unto the LORD; 

3 fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD: and the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the 
that which is left of the meal offering shall fat that is upon the inwards, and the two 
be Aaron's and his sons': it is a thing most kidneys, and the fat that is on t~cm, which 
holy of the o!Terings of the LORD made by is by the loins, and tne caul upon the liver, 
fire. with the kidneys, shall he take away. Arni 5 

4 And when thou offerest an oblation of a Aaron's sons shall burn it on ihe altar upon 
meal offering baken in the oven, it shall be the burnt offering, which is upon the wood 
unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with that is on the fire: it is an offering made hy 
oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil. fire, of a sweet sa\'C>Ur unto the LORD. 
And if thy oblation be a meal ofTering of the And if his oblation for a sacrifice of peace 6 
baking pan, it shall be of fine flour unleav- offerings unto the LORD be of the tlock; 
ened, mingled with oil. Thou shalt part male or female, he shall offer it without 
it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a blemish. If he offer a lamb for his obla-

7 meal olTering. And if thy oblation be a tion, then shall he offer it before the LORD: 
meal offering of the frying pan, it shall be and he shall Jay his hand upon the head of 3 
made of fme flour with oil. And thou shalt his oblation, and kill it before the tent of 
bring the meal offering that is made of meeting: and Aaron's sons shall sprinkle 
these things unto the LORD: and it shall be the blood thereof upon the altar round 
presented unto the priest, and he shall bring about. And he sl1all oiler of the sacrifice 

9 it unto the altar. And the priest shall take of peace offerings an o!Tering made by 
up from the meal offering the memorial fire unto the Lo1m; the fat thereof, the 
thereof, and shall burn it upon the altar: fat tail entire, he shall take it away hard 
an offering made bv fire, of a sweet savour by the backbone; and the fat that covereth 
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the inwanis, and all the fat that is upon 
to the inwards, and the two kidneys, and the 

fat that is upon them, which is by the loins, 
and the caul upon the li1·er, with the kid
neys, shall he toke away. And the prie~l 
shall burn it upon the altar: it is the food 
of the offering made by lire unto the LORD. 

,, Andi( his oblation be a goat, then he shall 
offer it before the LORD: and he shall lay 
his hand upon the head of it, and kill it 
bdore the tent of meeting: and the sons of 
Aaron shall sprinkle the blood thereof upon 

q Lhe altar round about. And he shall offer 
thereof his oblation, even an offering made 
hi" fire unto the LORD; the fat that covereth 
Llie inwards, and all the fot that is upon the 
inwards, and the two kidnrys, nnd the fat 
that is upon them, which is by the loins, and 
the caul upon the liver, with the kidneys, 

i6 shall he take away. And the priest shall 
burn them upon the altar: it is the food 
of the offering made by fire, for a sweet 
sarnur: all the fat is the LOI<D'S. It shall 
be a perpetual statute throughout your 
generations in all your dwellings, that ye 
shall eat neither fat nor blood. 

Leviticus 

from the ox of the sacrifice of peace offer
ings: and the priest shall burn them upon 
the allar of burnt olTering. And the skin 
of the bullock, and all ils flesh, with its 
head, and with its legs, and its inwards, 
and its dung, even the whole bullock shall 12 

he carry forth without the camp unto a 
dean place, where the ashes are poured out, 
and burn it on wood with fire: where the 
ashes are poured out shall it be burnt. 

And if the whole congregation of Israel 13 
shall err, and the thing be hid from the 
eyes of the assembly, and they have done 
any of the things which the LORD hath 
commanded not to be done, and are guilty; 
when the sin wherein they have sinned is 
known, then the assembly shall offer a 
young bullock for a sin offering, and bring 
it before the tent of meeting. And the IS 
elders of the congregation shall lay their 
hands upon the head of the bullock before 
the LORD: and the bullock shall be killed 
before the LORD. And the anoi.nted priest 
shall bring of the blood of the bullock to 
the tent of meeting: ond the priest shall 
dip his linger in the blood, and sprinkle it 
seven times before the LORD, before the 

4 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, veil. And he shall put of the blood upon 18 
Speak unto the children of Israel, sayin&, the horns of the altar whi<·h is before the 
If any one shall sin unwittingly, in any of LORD, that is in the tent of meeting, and 
the things which the LORD hath commanded all the hlood shall he pour out at the base 
not to be done, and shall do anv one of of the altar of burnt offering, which is al 
them: if the anointed priest shall ·sin so as the door of the tent of m('eting. And all 
to hring guilt on the people; then let him the fat thereof shall he take off from it, and 
offer for hi> sin, which he hath sinned, a burn it upon the altar. Thus shall he do 2c 

young bullock without blemish unto the wilh the bullock; as he did with the bullock 
4 LORD for a sin offering. And he shall of the sin offering, so shall he do with this: 

bring the bullock unto the door of the tent and the priest shall make atonement for 
of meeting before the LORD; and he shall them, and they shall be forgh·cn. And he 
lay his hand upon the head of the bullock, shall carrv forth the bullock without the 
and kill the bullock before the LORD. And camp, and burn it as he burned the first 
the anointed priest shall take of the blood bullock: it is the sin offering for the 
of the bullock, and bring it to the tent of assembly. 

6 meeting: and the priest shall dip his finger \Vhcn a ruler sinneth; nnd doeth unwil- 22 

in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven tingly any one of all the things whii:h the 
times before the LORD, before the veil of T.oRD his God hath comm::ndcd not to he 
the sanctuary. And the priest shall put done, ,;nd is guilty; if his sin, wherein he 
of Lhe blood upon the horns of the altar of hath sinned, be made known to him, he 
sweet incense hcfore the LORD, which is in shall bring for his oblation a goat, a male 
tlw tent of mc•eting; and all the blood of the without blemish; and he shall lav his hand 
bulhwk shall he pour out at the base of the upon the head of the goat, and kill it in the 
altar of burnt offering, which is at the door place where they kill the burnt offering 

3 of the tent of meeting. And all the fat of before the LORD: it is a sin offering. And 25 
the bullock of the sin offering he shall take the priest shall take of the blood of Lhe sin 
off from it; the fat that covereth the in- offering with his finger, and put it upon the 
wards, and all the fat that is upon the horns of the altar of burnt olTcrinl(, and the 
inwards, and the two kidnevs, and the fat blood thereof shall he pour out at the base 
that is upcm them, which i~ by the loins, of the altar ol burnt olTering. And all the 26 
and the caul upon the liver, with the kiri- fat thereof shall he burn upon the allar, 

•o ners, shall he take away, as it is taken off as the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings: 
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and the priest shall make atonement for shall be guilty in one of these things: and 5 
him as concerning his sin, and he shall be it shall be, when he shall be guiltv in one 
forgiven. of these things, that he shall confess that 

27 And if any one of the common people sin wherein he hath sinned: and he shall bring 
unwittingly, in doing any of the things which his guilt offering unto the LORD for his sin 
the LORD hath commanded not to be done, which he hath sinned, a female :rom the 
and be guilty; if his sin, which he hath flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin olTcring; 
sinned, be made known to him, then he and the priest shall make atonement for 
shall bring for his oblation a goat, a female him as concerning his sin. And i£ his 7 
without blemish, for his sin which he hath means suffice not for a lamb, then he shall 

29 sinned. And he shall lay his hand upon bring his guilt offering for that wherein 
the head of the sin offering, and kill the he hath sinned, two turtledoves, or two 
sin olTering in the place of burnt offering. young pigeons, unto the LORD; one for a 
And the priest shall take of the blood thereof sin o!Iering, mid the other for a burnt 
with his finger, and put it upon the horns olTering. And he shall bring them unto 
of the altar of burnt offering, and all the the priest, who shall offer that which is for 
blood thereof shall he pour out at the base the sin olTering first, and wring off its head 

31 of the altar. And all the fat thereof shall from its neck, but shall not divide it asunder: 
he take away, as the fat is taken away from and he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin 9 
off the sacrifice of peace olTerings; and the olTering upon the side of the altar; and the 
priest shall burn it upon the altar for a sweet rest of the blood shall be drained out at the 
savour unto the Lo RD; and the priest shall base of the altar: it is a sin olTering. And 
make atonement for him, and he shall be he shall olTer the second for a burnt offer-
forgiven. ing, according to the ordinance: and the 

32 And if he bring a lamb as his oblation for priest shall make atonement for him as 
a sin offering, he shall bring it a female concerning his sin which he hath sinned, 
without blemish. And he shall lay his and he shall be forgiven. 
hand upon the head of the sin o!Tering, and But if his means suffice not for two turtle- 11 

kill it for a sin offering in the place where doves, or two young pigeons, then he shall 
they kill the burnt offering. And the priest bring his oblation for that wherein he hath 
shall take of the blood of the sin offering sinned, the tenth part of an ephah of fine 
with his finger, and put it upon the horns flour for a sin offering; he shall put no oil 
of the altar of burnt offering, and all the upon it, neither shall he put any frankin-
blood thereof shall he pour out al the base cense thereon: for it is a sin offering. And 12 

35 of the altar: and all the fat thereof shall he shall bring it to the priest, and the priest 
he take away, as the fat of the lamb is shall take his handful of it as the memorial 
taken away from the sacrifice of peace thereof, and burn it on the altar, upon the 
offerings; and the priest shall burn them o!Ierings of the LORD made by fire: it is a 
on the altar, upon the offerings of the LORD sin offering. And the priest shall make 
made by fire: and the priest shall make atonement for him as touching his sin that 
atonement for him as touching his sin that he hath sinned in any of these things, and 
he hath sinned, and he shall be forgiven. he shall be forgiven: and the remnant shall 

5 And if any one sin, in that he heareth the be the priest's, as the meal offering. 
voice of adjuration, he being a witness, And the LORD spake unto Moses, say- 14 
whether he hath seen or known, if he do ing, If any one commit a trespass, and sin 
not utter it, then he shall bear his in,iquity: unwittingly, in the holy things cf the Lorrn; 
or if any one touch any unclean thing, then he shall bring his guilt offering unto 
whether it be the carcase of an unclean the LORD, a ram without blemish out of 
beast, or the carcase of unclean cattle, or the flock, according to thy estimation in 
the carcase of unclean creeping things, silver by shekels, after the shekel of the 
and it be hidden from him, and he be s:rnctuary, for a guilt offering: and he shall rt 

3 unclean, then he shall be guilty: or if he make restitution for that which he hath 
touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever done amiss in the holy thing, and shall add 
his uncleanness be wherewith he is unclean, the fifth part thereto, and give ii unto the 
and it be hid from him; when he knoweth priest: and the priest shall make atone-
of it, then he shall be guilty: or if any one men! for biin with the ram of the guilt 
swear rashly with his lips lo do evil, or to o!Iering, and he shall be forgiven. 
do good, whatsoever it be that a man shall And if any one sin, and do any of the 17 
utter rashly with an oath, and it be hid things which the LORD hath commanded 
from him; when he knoweth of it, then he not to be done; though he knew it not, yet 
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is he guilt\', and shall bear his iniquity. 
r8 And he shall bring a ram without blemish 

out of the !lock, according to thy estimation, 
for a guilt offering, unto the priest: and the 
priest shall make atonement for him con
cerning the thing wherein he erred unwit
tingly and knew it not, and he shall be for
gi,·en. It is a guilt offering: he is certainly 
guiltv before the LORD. 

6 Ar;d the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
If any one sin, and commit a trespass 
against the LORD, and deal falsely with his 
neighbour in a matter of deposit, or of 
hargain, or of robbery, or have oppressed 

3 his neighbour; or have found that \Vhich 
was lost, and deal falsely therein, and swear 
to a lie; in any of all these that a man 
doeth, sinning therein: then it shall be, 
if he hath sinned, and is guilty, that he shall 
restore that which he took by robbery, or 
the thing which he hath gotten by oppres
sion, or the deposit which was committed 

5 to him, or the lost thing which he found, or 
any thing about which he hath sworn 
fa Isch·; he shall even restore it in full, and 
shall ·add the fifth part more thereto: unto 
him to whom it appertaineth shall he give 

6 it, in the day of his being found guilty. And 
he shall bring his guilt offering unto the LORD, 
a ram without blemish out of the flock, ac
cording to thy estimation, for a guilt offering, 
unto the priest: and the priest shall make 
atonement for him before the LORD, and 
he shall be for(!iven; concerning whatso
e,·er he docth so as to be guilty thereby. 

8 And the LORD spake unto Moses, say
ing, Command Aaron ar..d his sens, sav
ing, This is the law of the burnt offering: 
the burnt offering shall be on the hearth 
upon the altar all night unto the morning; 
and the fire of the altar shall be kept bum-

10 ing thereon. And the priest shall put on 
his linen garment, and his linen breeches 
shall he put upon his llesh; and he shall 
take up the ashes whereto the fire hath 
consumed the burnt offering on the altar, 
and he shall put them beside the altar. 
And he shall put off his garments, and put 
rm other garments, and carr}' forth the ashes 

12 without the camp unto a clean place. And 
the lire upon the altar shall be kept burning 
ther<'on, it shall not go out; and the priest 
shall burn wood on it every morning: and 
he shall lay the burnt offering in order upon 
it, and shall burn thereon the fat of the 
peace offerings. Fire shall be kept burn
ing upon the altar continually; it shall not 
go out. 

14 And this i• the law of the m~al offering: 
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the sons of Aaron shall offer it before the 
LORD, before the altar. And he shall take 
up therefrom his handful, of the fine flour 
of the meal offering, and of the oil thereof, 
and all the frankincense which is upon the 
meal offering, and shall burn it upon the 
altar for a sweet savour, as the memorial 
thereof, unto the LORD. And that which 16 

is left thereof shall Aaron and his sons cat: 
it shall be eaten without leaven in a holy 
place; in the court of the tent of meeting 
they shall eat it. It shall not be baken with 
leaven. I have given it as their portion 
of my offerings made by fire; it is most 
holy, as the sin offering, and as the guilt 
offering. Every male among the children 18 
of Aaron shall eat of. it, as a due for ever 
throughout your generations, from the 

_offerings of the LORD made by fire: who
soever toucheth them shall be holy. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, say
ing, This is the oblation of Aaron and of his 20 

sons, which thev shall offer unto the LORD 
in the day when he is anointed; the tenth 
part of an ephah of fine flour for a meal 
offering perpetually, half of it in the morn
ing, and half thereof in the evening. On 
a baking pan it shall be made with oil; 
when it is soaked, thou shalt· bring it in: 
in baken pieces shalt thou offer the meal 
offering for a sweet savour unto the LORD. 

And the anointed priest that shall be in his 22 
stead from among his sons shall offer it: 
by a statute for ever it shall be wholly burnt 
unto the LORD. And every meal offering 
of the priest shall be wholly burnt: it shall 
not be eaten. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 24 
Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, 
This is the law of the sin offering: in the 
place where the burnt offering is killed 
shall the sin offering be killed before the 
LORD: it is most holy. The priest that 
offereth it for sin shall eat it: in a holy 
place shall it be eaten, in the court of the 
tent of meeting. Whatsoever shall touch 27 
the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when 
there is sprinkled of the blood thereof upon 
any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon 
it was sprinkled in a holy place. But the 
earthen vessel wherein it is sodden shall be 
broken: and if it be sodden in a brasen 
vessel, it shall be scoured, and rinsed in 
water. Every male among the priests shall 29 
cat thereof: it is most holy. And no sin 
offering, whereof any of the blood is brought 
into the tent of meeting to make atonement 
in the holy plaee, shall be eaten: it shall be 
burnt with fire. 

And this is the law of the guilt offering: 7 
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it is most holy. In the place where they eaten; it shall be burnt with fire. And as 
kill lhe burnt offering shall they kill the for lhe flesh, every one thal is clean shall 
guilt offering: and the blood thereof shall cal thereof: but the soul that catelh of the 
he sprinkle upon tl.c altar round about. Oesh of the sarrifice of peace offerings, that 

3 And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; pertain unto the Loirn, having his unclcan-
thc fat tail, and lhc fat thal covcrclh the ness upon him, that soul shall be cut oil 
inwards, and lhe lwo kidneys, and the fal from his people. And when any one shall 21 

that is on lhem, which is by lhe loins, and louch any unclean thing, the uncleanness 
the caul upon the liver, with the kidneys, of man, or an unclean beast, or any unclean 
shall he lake away: and the priest shall abomination, and eat of the flesh of the 
burn them upon the altar for an offering sacrifice of peace olTerings, which perlain 
made by fire unto the Loirn: it is a guilt unto the LORD, that soul shall be cut olT 

6 offering. Every male among lhe priesls from his people. 
shall cal thereof: it shall be eaten in a holy And lhe LORD spake unlo Moses, say- 22 

place: il is mosl holy. As is the sin of- ing, •Speak unlo the children of Israel, 
fering, so is lhe guilt offering: there is one saying, Ye shall eat no fat, of ox, or sheep, 
law for them: lhe. priest that rnakelh or goat. And the fat of that which diclh of 
atonement therewith, he shall have it. And itself, and the fat of that which is torn of 
the priest that offereth any man's burnt bcasls, may be used for any other service: 
olTering, even the priest shall have lo him- but ye shall in no wise eat of it. For 25 
self the skin of the burnt offering which he whosoever eatelh the fat of the beast, of 

9 hath offered. And every meal offering lhat which men offer an offering made by fire 
is baken in the oven, and all that is dressed unto the LORD, even the soul that eateth 
in the frying pan, and on the baking pan, it shall be cut off from his people. And 
shall be the priest's that offerelh it. And ye shall eat no manner of blood, whether 
every meal offering, mingled with oil, or it be of fowl or of beast, in any of your 
dry, shall all the sons of Aaron have, one dwellings. Whosoever it be Lliat catclh 
as well as another. any blood, that soul shall be cut oil from 

II And this is the law of the sacrifice of his people. 
peace ollcrings, which one shall oiler unlo And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 28 
the LORD. If he offer it for a thanksgiving, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, 
then he shall offer with the sacrifice of He that offerelh the sacrifice of his pcacl' 
thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled offerings unlo the Lo1m shall bring his 
with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed oblation unto the LORD out of the sacrifice 
with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of of his peace offerings: his own hands shall 

13 fine Oour soaked. With cakes of leavened bring the ofiNings of the Lo1m made by 
bread he shall oiler his oblation with the fire; the fat with the breast shall he bring, 
sacrifice of his peace olTerings for thanks- that the breast may be waved for a wave 
giving. And of it he shall offer one out of offering before the LORD. And the priesl 31 
each oblation for an heave o!Tedng unto shall burn the fat upon the altar: but the 
the Lot<D; it shall be the priest's that breast shall be Aaron's and his sons'. 
sprinkleth the blood of the peace offerings. And the right thigh shall ye give unto the 

15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace priest for an heave offering out of the 
offerings for thanksgiving shall be ealen sacrifices of your peace olTerings. He 
on the day of his oblation; he shall not among the sons of Aaron, that olTcreth the 
leave any of il until the morning. But if blood of the peace offerings, and the fat, 
the sacrifice of his oblation be a vow, or shall have the right thigh for a portion. 
a freewill olTering, it shall be eaten on lhe For the wave breast and the heave thigh 34 
day thal he offerelh his sacrifice: and on have I La ken of the children of Israel out 
the morrow that which remainelh of it of the sacrifices of their peace olTerings, 

17 shall be eaten: but that which remainelh and have given them unto Aaron the priest 
o[ the nesh of lhe sacrifice on the third day and unto his sons as a due for ever from the 
shall he burnt wilh fire. And if any of the children of Israel. 
Oesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings This is the anointing-portion of Aaron, 3.'" 
be eaten on the third clay, it shall not be and the anointing-portion of his sons, oul 
accepted, neither shall it be imputed unto of the olTerings of lhe LORD made by fire, 
him that offereth it: it shall be an abomi- in the day when he presented them Lo 
natiol\, an<I the soul that ealelh of it shall minister unto the LORD in the priest's 

19 bear his iniquity. And the flesh that o!Tice; which the LORD commanded to be 
toucheth any unclean thing shall not be !!iven them of the children of Israel, in the 
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dav that he anointed them. It is a. due 
for cwr throughout their generations. 

37 This is the law of the burnt offering, of the 
meal offering, and of the sin offering, and 
of the guilt offering, and of the consecm-
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tion, and of the sacrifice of peace offerings; 
which the LORD commanded Moses in 
mount Sinai, in the day that he commanded 
the children of Israel lo offer their oblations 
unto the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai. 

Appendix K. - Law of the Consecration of Priests 
8 And the LoRD spake unto Moses, say- as the LORD commanded Moses. And he 

ing, Take :\awn and his sons with him, presented the ram of the burnt ofTering: 
and the garments, and the anointing oil, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands 
and the bullock of the sin offering, and the upon the head of the ram. And he killed 19 
two rams, and the basket of unlca\'ened it: and Moses sprinkled the blood u1·on 
bread; and assemble thou all the congrc- the altar round about. And he cut the 
g:ition at the door of the tent of meeting. ram into its pieces; and Moses burnt the 

~ . .\.ncl :\loses did as the LORD commanded head, and the pieces, and the fat. And 
him; and the nmgregation was assembled he washed the inwards and the legs with 
at the door of the lent of meeting. And waler; and Moses burnt the whole ram 
~loses said unto the congregation, This is upon the altar: it was a burnt offering for 
the thing which the LORD hath commanded a sweet savour: it was an o!Tering made 
t0 be done. And :\Ioscs brought Aaron b\' fire unto the LORD; as the LORD com-
and hi5 sons. and washed them with water. 1nanded Moses. And he presented the 22 

7 ,\nd he put upon him the coat, and girded other ram, the ram of consecration: and 
him with the girdle, and clothed him with Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon 
the robe, an<l 1oul the ephod upon him, and the head of the ram. And he slew il; and 
he girded him "·ith the cunningly wo\'cn Moses took of the blood thereof, and pu_t 
lxrnd of the epho<l, and bound it unto him it upon the lip of Aaron's right car, and 
tllcrewilh. ..\.nd he placed the breastplate upon the thumb of his right hand, and 
upon him: ar.d in the breastplate he put upon the great toe of his right foot. And he 24 

9 thc l'rim and the Thummim. And he set brought Aaron's sons, and Moses put of the 
the mitre upon his head; and upon the blood upon the lip of their right car, and 
mitre, in front, <lid he set the golden plate, upon the thumb of their right hand, and 
the ho!\' crown; as the LORD commanded upon the great toe of their right fool: and 
:\[,N·s. · . .\.ncl :\[uses took the anointing Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar 
oil. and anointed the tabernacle and all that round about. And he took the fat, and 

11 wa5 therein, and sanctified them. And he the fat tail, and all the fat that was upon 
sprinkled ther<"ci upon the altar sc,·en the inwards, and the raul of the liver, and 
times, and anointed the altar and all its the two kidneys, and their fat, and the 
wssels, and the la\·cr and its base, to right thigh: and out of the hasket of un- 26 

sanctify them. And he poured of the leavened bread, that was before the LORD, 
anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and he took one unleavened cake, and one cake 

r3 anointed him, lo sanctif\· him. And :.lfoses of oiled bread, and one wafer, and placed 
brought Aaron's sons,· and clothed them them on the fat, and upon the right thigh: 
with coats, and girded them with girdles, and he put the whole upon the hands of 
and hound headtires upon them; as the Aaron, and upon the hands of his >erns, 
Lo1w commanded :\loses. And he brought and waved them for a wave offering before 
the hulluck of the sin <"1'cring: and Aaron the LORD. And Moses look them from 28 
and hi,; sons lai<l thdr hands upon the head off their hands, and burnt them on the 

15 of the bullock of the sin offering. And he allar upon the burnt offering: they wer<' 
slew it; and I\Ioscs t0ok the blood, and put a consecration for a sweet sa\'our: it was 
it upon the horns of the altar round about an offering made by fire unto the Lo1w. 
with his fmger, and purified the allar, and And Moses took the breast, and wa\"Cd 
poured out the lilood at the base of the it for a wave offering before the Lonn: 
altar, and sanctified it, lo make atonement it was Moses' portion of the ram of con-
for it. And he look all the fat that was serration; as the LORD commanclccl Mo,rs. 
upon the inwards, and the caul of the liver, And Moses took of the anointing oil, and 3" 
and the two kidneys, and their fat, and of the blood which was upon the allar, and 

17 Moses burned it upon the altar. But the sprinkled it upon Aaron, upon his garm<'nls. 
bullock, and its skin, and its flesh, and its and upon his sons, and upon his sons' 
dung, he burnt with fire without the camp; garments with him; and sanctified Aaron, 
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his garments, and his sons, and his sons' 
3' garments with him. And Moses said unto 

Aaron and to his sons, Boil the flesh at the 
door of the lent of meeting: and there cat 
it and the bread that is in the basket of 
consecration, as I comman<lcd, saying, 
Aaron and his sons shall cat it. And that 
wl1ich rcmaineth of the llcsh and of the 

33 bread shall ye hum with fire. And ye shall 
nfJt go out from the door of the tent of 
meeting seven days, until the days of your 
consecration he fulfilled: for he shall con
secrate you seven days. As hath been done 
this day, so the Lorm hath commanded lo 

35 do, to make atonement for you. And at 
the door of the tent of meeting shall ye 
abide day and night seven days, and kcer 
the charge of the Lorm, that ye die not: 
for so I am commanded. And Aaron and 
his sons did all the things which the LORD 
commanded hy the hand of Moses. 

9 And it came to pass on the eighth day, 
that Moses railed Aaron and his sons, and 
the elders of Israel; and he said unto Aaron, 
Take thee a hull calf for a sin offering, and 
a ram for a burnt offering, without blemish, 

3 and offer them before the LORD. And unto 
!he children of Israel thou shalt speak, 
saying, Take ye a he-goal for a sin offer
ing; and a calf and a lamb, both of the 
first year, without blemish, for a burnt 
offering; and an ox and a ram for peace 
offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD; and 
a meal offering mingled with oil: for to-day 

5 !he Lo1m appeareth unto you. And they 
brought that which Moses commanded 
before the tent of meeting: and all the 
congregation <lrcw near and stood before 
the Lo1rn. And Moses said, This is the 
thing which the Lorm commanded that 
ye should do: and the glory of the LORD 

7 shall appear unto you. And Moses said 
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Aaron's sons delivered unto him the blood, 
and he sprinkled it upon the altar round 
about. And they delivered the burnt offer
ing unto him, piece by piece, and the head: 
and he burnt them upon the altar. And 14 
he washed the inwards and the legs, and 
burnt them upon the burnt offering on the 
altar. And he presented the people's 
oblation, and took the goat of the sin offer
ing which was for the people, and slew it, 
and offered it for sin, as the first. And he 16 
presented the burnt offering, and offered 
it according to the ordinance. And he 
presented the meal offering, and filled his 
hand therefrom, and burnt it upon the 
altar, besides the burnt offering of the 
morning. He slew also the ox and the ram, 18 
the sacrifice of peace offerings, which was 
for the people: and Aaron's sons delivered 
unto him the blood, and he sprinkled it 
upon the altar round about, and the fat 
of the ox; and of the ram, the fat tail, and 
that which covereth the inwards, and the 
kidneys, and the caul of the liver: and they 20 

rut the fat upon the breasts, and he burnt 
the fat upon the altar · and the breasts and 
the right thigh Aaron waved for a wave 
offering before the Lo RD; as Moses com
manded. And Aaron lifted ur his hands 
toward the people, and blessed them; and 
he came down from offering the sin offer
ing, and the burnt offering, and the peace 
offerings. And Moses and Aaron went into 23 
the tent of meeting, and came out, and 
blessed the people : and the glory of the 
LORD appeared unto all the people. And 
there came forth fire from before the LORD, 
and consumed upon the altar the burnt 
offering and the fat: and when all the 
people saw it, they shouted, and fell on their 
faces. 

unto Aaron, Draw near unto the altar, and And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of 10 
offer thy sin offering, and thy burnt offer- Aaron, took each of them his censer, and 
ing, and make atonement for thyself, and rut fire therein, and laid incense thereon, 
for the people: and offer the oblation of and offered strange fire before the LORD, 
the people, and make atonement for them; which he had not commanded them. And 
as the LORD commanded. So Aaron drew there came forth fire from before the LORD, 
near unto the altar, and slew the calf of and devoured them, and they died before 
the sin offering, which was for himself. the LORD. Then Moses said unto Aaron, 3 

9 And the• sons of Aaron presented the blood This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I 
unto l:im: and he dipped his finger in the will be sanctified in them that come nigh 
blood, and put it upon the horns of the me, and before all the people I will be 
altar, and poured out the blood at the base glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 
of the altar: but the fat, and the kidneys, And Moses called l\Iishael and Elzaphan, 
and the caul from the liver of the sin offer- the sons of Uzzicl the uncle of Aaron, and 
ing, he burnt upon the altar; as the LORD said unto them, Draw near, carry your 

II commanded Moses. And the flesh and the brethren from before the sanctuary out of 
skin he burnt with fire without the camp. the camp. So they drew near, and carried 5 
And he slew the burnt offering; and them in their coats out of the camp; as 
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J\Ioses had said. And Moses said unto 
Aaron, and unto EJeazar and unto lthamar, 
his sons, Let not the hair of your heads go 
)nose, neither rend your clothes; that ye 
die not, and that he be not wroth with all 
the congregation: but let your brethren, 
the whole house of Israel, bewail the burn-

7 ing which the LORD hath kindled. And 
'"" shall not go out from the door of the tent 
t 1f meeting, lest ye die: for the anointing 
oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did 
according lo the word of Moses. 

s Ancl the LORD spake unto Aaron, sav
ing, Drink no wine r.or str.ong drink, thou, 
nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the 
tent of meeting, that ye die not: it shall be 
a statute for eYcr throughout your genera-

10 tions: and that ye may put difference be
tween the hol\· and the common, and be
l\\Ten the unclean and the clean; and that 
,.e ma\· teach the children of Israel all the 
statute's which the LORD hath spoken unto 
them bY the hand of Moses. 

12 :\nd i\Ioses spake unto Aaron, and unto 
Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons that 
were left, Take the meal offering that re
maineth of the offerings of the LORD made 
lff lire, and eat it without leaven beside the 
aitar: for it is most holy: and ye shall eat 
it in a holy place, because it is thy due, and 
thy sons' due, of the offerings of the LORD 

made by fire : for so I am commanded. 
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And the wave breast and the heave thigh 14 
shall ye eat in a clean place; thou, and thy 
sons, and thy daughters with thee: for 
they are given as thy due, and thy sons' 
due, out of the sacrifices of the peace 
offerings of the children of Israel. The 15 
heave thigh and the waYe breast shall they 
bring with the offerings made by fire of the 
fat, to wave it for a wave offering before the 
LORD: and it shall be thine, and thy sons' 
with thee, as a due for ever; as the LORD 
hath commanded. 

And Moses diligently sought the goat of 16 
the sin offering, and, behold, it was burnt: 
and he was angry with Eleazar and with 
lthamar, the sons of Aaron that were left, 
saying, Wherefore have ye not eaten <he sin 
offering in the place of the sanctuary, seeing 
it is most holy, and he hath given it you to 
bear the iniquity of the congregation, to 
make atonement for them before the LORD? 
Behold, the blood of it was not brought into 18 
the sanctuary within: ye should certainly 
have eaten it in the sanctuary, as I com
manded. And Aaron spake unto Moses, 
Behold, this dav have thev offered their sin 
offering and their burnt o'ffering before the 
LORD; and there have befallen me such 
things as these: and if I had eaten the sin 
offering to-day, would it have been well
pleasing in the sight of the LORD? And 20 

when Moses heard that, it was well-pleas
ing in his sight. 

Appendix L. -Law of Purification and Atonement 
1 And the LORD spake unto J\Ioses and to 

Aaron, saying unto them, Speak unto the 
children o[ Israel, saying, These are the 
lidng things which ye shall eat among all 
the beasts that are on thP. earth. Whatso
ner parteth the hoof, and is clovenfootcd, 
and cheweth the cud, among the beasts, 

4 that shall vc cat. Nevertheless these shall 
ye not eat 'of them that chew the cud, or of 
them that part the hoof: the camel, be
cause he cheweth the cud but parteth not 
the hoof, he is unclean unto you. And the 
rnnc\", because he cheweth the cud but 

6 part~th not the hoof, he is unclean unto you. 
· c\ncl the hare, because she cheweth the cud 

lmt parteth not the hoof, she is unclean 
unto you. And the swine, because he 
parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, but 
cheweth not the cud, he is unclean unto you. 
Of their flesh \"e shall not eat and their 
carcases ye shah not touch; they are un
dC'an unto vou. 

9 These shall ye eat of all that are in the 
waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales 
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in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, 
them shall ye eat. And all that haYe not 
fins and scales in the seas, and in the rivers, 
of all that move in the wal<'rs, and of all 
the living creatures that arc in the waters, 
thev arc an abomination unto vou, and thcv II 
sha'll be an abomination unto )'ou; ye shah 
not eat of their flesh, and their carcases ye 
shall have in abomination. Whatsoever 
hath no fins nor scales in the waters, that 
is an abomination unto vou. 

And these ye shall have in abomination 13 
among the fowls; they shall not be eaten, 
they are an abomination: the eagle, and 
the gier eagle, and the ospray; and the 
kite, and the falcon after its kind; every 
raven after its kind; and the ostrich, and 
the night hawk, and the seamew, and the 
hawk after its kind; and the little owl, and 17 
the cormorant, and the great owl; and the 
horned owl, •and the pelican, and the 
vulture; and the stork, the heron after its 
kind, and the hoopoe, and the bat. 

All winged creeping things that go upon 20 
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all four are an abomination unto you. Yet 
these may ye eat of all winged creeping 
things that go upon all four, which have 
legs above their feet, to leap withal upon 

22 the earth; even these of them ye may eat; 
the locust after its kind, and the bald locust 
aiter its kind, and the cricket after its kind, 
and the grasshopper after its kind. But 
all winged creeping things, which have four 
feet, are an abominalion unto you. 

2{ And by these ye shall become unclean: 
\\"hosoever bucheth the carcase of them 
shall be unclean until the even: and who
soever beareth aught of the carcase of them 
shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until 
the even. Every beast which parteth the 
hoof, and is not clovenfooted, nor cheweth 
the cud, is unclean unto you: every one that 

27 toucheth them shall be unclean. And 
whatsoever goeth upon its paws, among all 
beasts that go on all four, they are unclean 
unto you: whoso .toucheth their carcase 
shall be unclean until the even. And he 
that beareth the carcase of them shall wash 
his clothes, and be unclean until the even: 
they arc unclean unto you. 

29 And these are they which are unclean 
unto you among the creeping things t.hat 
creep upon the earth; the weasel, and the 
mouse, and the great lizard after its kind, 
and the gecko, and the land-crocodile, and 
the lizard, and the sand-lizard, and the 

31 chameleon. These are they which arc un
clean to you among all that creep: who
soever doth touch them, when they are dead, 
shall be unclean until the even. And upon 
whatsoever any of them, when they are 
dead, doth fall, it shall be unclean; whether 
it be any vessel of wood, or raiment, or 
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of their carcase fall thereon, it is unclean 
unto you. 

And if any beast, of which ye may eat, 39 
die; he that toucheth the carcase thereof 
shall be unclean until the even. And he 
that eateth of the carcase of it shall wash 
his clothes, and be unclean until the even: 
he also that beareth the carcase of it shall 
wash his clothes, and be unclean until the 
even. 

And every creeping thing that creepeth 41 
upon the earth is an abomination; it sha II 
not be eaten. 'Vhatsoever goeth upon the 
belly, and whatsoever gocth upon all four, 
or whatsoever .hath many feet, even all 
creeping things that creep upon the earth, 
them ye shall not eat; for they are an 
abomination. Ye shall not make your
selves abominable with any creeping thing 
that creepeth, neither shall ye make your
selves unclean with them, that ye should 
be defiled thereby. For I am the L01rn H 
your God: sanctify yourselves therefore, 
and be ye holy; for I am holy: neither 
shall ye defile yourselves with any manner 
of creeping thing that movcth upon the 
earth. For I am the LORD that brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt, to be y~ur 
God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am 
holy. 

This is the law of the beast, and of the 46 
fowl, and of every living creature that 
rnoveth in the waters, and of evcrv creature 
that creepeth upon the earth: to make a 
difference between the unclean and the 
clean, and between the living thing that 
may be eaten and the living thing that may 
not be eaten. 

skin, or sack, whatsoever vessel it be, where- And the LORD spake unto Moses, ·saying, 12 
with any work is done, it must be put into Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, H 
water, and it shall be unclean until the even; a woman conceive seed, and bear a man 

33 then shall it be clean. And every earthen child, then she shall be unclean sewn days; 
vessel, whereinto any of them falleth, as in the days of the impurity of her sickness 
whatsoever is in it snail be unclean, and it shall she be unclean. And in the eighth 
ye shall break. All food therein which may day the flesh of his foreskin shall be cir-
bc eaten, that on which water cometh, shall cumciscd. And she shall continue in the 4 
be unclean: and all drink that may be blood of her puri[ying three and thirty 
drunk in every such vessel shall be unclean. days; she shall touch no hallowed thing, 
An<l every thing whereupon any part of nor come into the sanctuary, until the days 
their carcase falleth shall be unclean: of her purifying be fulfilled. But if she. 
whether oven, or range for pots, it shall be bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean 
broken in pieces: they are unclean, and two weeks, as in her impurity: and she 

36 shall be unclean unto you. Nevertheless shall continue in the blood of her purifying 
a fountain or a pit wherein is a gathering threescore and six days. And when the G 

of water shall be clean: but that which davs of her purifying arc fulfilled, for a son, 
toucheth their carcase shall be unclean. or ·for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of 
And if aught of their carcase fall upon any the first year for a burnt offering, and a 
sowing seed which is to be sown, it is clean. young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin 
But if water be put upon the seed, and aught offering, unto the door of the tent of meet 
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inf!. unto the priest: and he shall offer it 
hdore the LORD, and make atonement for 
her: and she shall Le cleansed from the 
fountain of her blood. This is the law for 
her that beareth, whether a male or a 

q female. And if her means suffice not for 
~lamb, then she shall ta!<e two turtledoves, 
11r two vou11~ pigeons; the one for a burnt 
nffl'ring, and the other for a sin offering: 
and the priest shall make atonement for 
her, and she shall be dean. 

3 And the LORD spake unto Moses and 
unto :\aron, saying, \\'hen a man shall ha1·e 
in the skin of his Jlcsh a rising, or a scab, 
or a bright spot, and it become in the skin 
oi his flesh the plague of leprosy, t~en he 
shall be brought unto Aaron the pnest, or 

3 unto one of his sons the priests: and the 
priest shall look on the plague in the skin 
of the flesh: and if the hair in the plague 
be turned white, and the appearance of the 
plague be deeper than the skin of his flesh, 
it is the plague of leprosy: and the priest 
shall look on him, and pronounce him 
unclean. And if th<> bright spot be while 
in the skin of his flesh, and the appearance 
thereof be not deeper than the skin, and the 
hair thereof be not turned white, then the 
priest shall shut up him that hath the 

5 plariue seven days: and the priest shall 
look on him the seventh dav: and, behold, 
ii in his eyl's the plague be ai. a stay, and the 
plague be not spread in the skin, then the 
priest shall shut him up seven days more: 
a"hd the priest shall look on him again the 
sc1·enth day: and, behold, if the plague be 
dim. and the plague be not spread in the 
skin. then the priest shall pronounce him 
dean: it is a scab: and he shall wash his 

7 cbthes, and be clean. But if the scab 
spread abroad in the skin, after that he hath 
shewn himself to the priest for his cleans
ing, he shall shew himself to the priest 
again: and the priest shall look, and, be
hold, if the scab be spread in the skin, then 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean: 
it is kµrosy. 

~ \\"hen the plague of leprosy is in a man, 
then he shall be brought unto the priest; 
and the priest shall look, and, behold, if 
there be a white rising in the skin, and it 
have turned the hair white, and there be 
• 1uick raw tlesh in the rising, it is an old 
lqm•s1· in the skin of his flesh, and the priest 
shall pronounce him unclean: he shall not 

2 shut him up; for he is unclean. And if 
the leprosy break out abroad in the skin, 
and the leprosy co1·er all the skin of him 
that hath the plague from his head even to 
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his feet, as far as appeareth to the priest; 
then the priest shall look: and, behold, if 
the leprosy have covered all his flesh, he 
shnll pronounce him clean that hath the 
plague: it is all turned white: he is clean. 
But whensoever raw flesh appeareth in him, 
he shall be unclean. And the priest shall 15 
look on the raw flesh, and pronounce him 
unckan: the raw flesh is unclean: it is 
leprosy. Or if the raw flesh turn again, 
and be changed unto while, then he shall 
come unto the priest, and the priest shall 
look on him: and, behold, if the plague be 
turned into white, then the priest shall pro
nounce him clean that hath the plague: 
he is dean. 

And when the flesh hath in the skin 18 
thereof a Loil, and it is healed, and in the 
place of the Loil there is a while rising, or 
a bright spot, reddish-while, then it shall 
be shewed to the priest ; and the priest 
shall look, and, behold, if the appearance 
thereof be lower than the skin, and the hair 
thereof be turned white, then the priest 
shall pronounce him unclean: it is the 
plague of leprosy, it hath broken out in the 
boil. But if the priest look on it, and, 21 

behold, there be no white hairs therein, 
and it be not lower than the skin, but be 
dim, then the priest shall shut him up 
seven days: and if it spread abroad in the 
skin, then the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean: it is a plague. But if the bright 
spot slay in its place, and be not spread, 
it is the srar of the boil; and the priest 
shall pronounce him clean. 

Or when the Besh hath in the skin thereof 24 
a burning by fire, and the quick flesh of the 
burning become a bright spot, reddish
white, or white; then the priest shall look 
upon it: and, behold, if the hair in the 
bright spot be turned white, and the ap
pearance thereof be deeper than the skin; 
it is leprosy, it hath broken out in the burn
ing: and the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean: it is the plague of k-prosv. But 26 
if the priest look on it, and, behold, there 
be no white hair in the bright spot, anrl it 
be no lower than the skin, but be dim; then 
the priest shall shut him up seven days: 
and the priest shall look upon hirn the 
seventh day: if it spread a Lroad in the 
skin, then the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean: it is the plague of leprosy. And 28 
if the bright spot stay in its place, and Le 
not spread in the skin, but he dim; it is 
the rising of ~he burning, and the priest 
shall pronounce him dean: for it is the 
scar of the burning. 

And when a man or woman hath a plague 29 
IOI 
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upon the head or upon the beard, then the 
priest shall look on the plague: and, be
hold, if the appearance thereof be deeper 
than the skin, and there be in it yellow thin 
hair, then the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean: it is a scall, it is leprosy of the 

31 head or of the beard. And if the priest 
look on the plague of the scall, and, behold, 
the appearance thereof be not deeper than 
the skin, and there be no black hair in it, 
then the priest shall shut up him that hath 
the plague of the scall seven days: and in 
the seventh day the priest shall look on the 
plague: and, behold, if the scall be not 
spread, and there be in it no yellow hair, 
and the appearance of the scall be not 

33 deeper than the skin, then he shall be shaven, 
but the scall shall he not shave; and the 
priest shall shut up him that hath the scall 
seven days more: and in the seventh day 
the priest shall look on the scall: and, be
hold, if the scall be not spread in the skin, 
and the appearance thereof be not deeper 
than the skin; then the priest shall pro
nounce him clean: and he shall wash his 

35 clothes, and be clean. But if the scall 
spread a broad in the skin after his cleans
ing; then the priest shall look on him : 
and, behold, if the scall be spread in the 
skin, the priest shall not seek for the yellow 
hair; he is unclean. But if in his eyes the 
scall be al a stay, and black hair be grown 
up therein; the scall is healed, he is clean: 
and the priest shall pronounce him clean. 

38 And when a man or a woman hath in the 
skin of their flesh bright spots, even white 
bright spots; then the priest shall look: 
and, behold, if the bright spots in the skin 
of their flesh be of a dull white; it is a tetter, 
it bath broken out in the skin; he is clean. 

40 And if a man's hair be fallen off his head, 
he is bald; yet he is clean. And if his hair 
be fallen o!I from the front part of his head, 
he is forehead bald; yet is he clean. But 
if there be in the bald head, or the bald 
forehead, a reddish-white plague; it is 
leprosy breaking out in his bald head, or 

43 his bald forehead. Then the priest shall 
look upon him: and, behold, if the rising 
of the plague be reddish-white in his bald 
head, or in his bald forehead, as the ap
pearance of leprosy in the skin of the 
Jlcsh; he is a leprous man, he is unclean: 
the priest shall surely pronounce him un
clean; his plague is in his head. 

45 And the leper in whom the plague is, his 
clothes shall be rent, and the hair of his 
head shall go loose, and he shall cover his 
upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean. 
All the days wherein the plague is in him 
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he shall be unclean; he is unclean: he 
shall dwell alone; without the camp shall 
his dwelling be. 

The garment also that the plague o[ 47 
leprosy is in, whether it be a woollen gar
ment, or a linen garment; whether it be 
in warp, or woof; of linen, or of wooJlcn; 
whether in a skin, or in any thing made of 
skin; if the plague be greenish or redrlish 
in the garment, or in the skin, or in the 
warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of 
skin; it is the plague of leprosy, and shall 
be shewed unto the priest: and the priest 5c 
shall look upon the plague, and shut up that 
which hath the plague seven days: and he 
shall look on the plague on the seventh 
day: if the plague be spread in the gar
ment. either in the warp, or in the woof, 
or in the skin, whatever service skin is used 
for; the plague is a fretting leprosy; it is 
unclean. And he shall burn the garment, 52 
whether the warp or the woof, in woollen 
or in linen, or any thing of skin, wherein 
the plague is: for it is a fretting leprosy; 
it shall be burnt in the fire. And if the 
priest shall look, and, behold, the plague 
be not spread in the garment, either in the 
warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of 
skin; then the priest shall command that 54 
they wash the thing wherein the plague is, 
and he shall shut it up seven days more: 
and the priest shall look, after that the 
plague is washed: and, behold, if the plague 
have not changed its colour, anrl the plague 
be not spread, it is unclean; thou shall burn 
it in the fire: it is a fret, whether the bare
ness be within or without. And if the 56 
priest look, and, behold, the plague be dirn 
after the washing thereof, then he shall 
rend it out of the garment, or out of the 
skin, or out cf the warp, or out of I he 
woof: and if it appear still in the garment, 
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in 
any thing of skin, it is breaking out: thou 
shalt burn that wherein the plague is with 
fire. And the garment, either the warp, or 58 
the woof, or whatsoever thing of skin it be, 
which thou shalt wash, if the plague be 
departed from them, then it shall be washed 
the second time, and shall he clean. This 
is the law of the plague of !C'prosy in a gar
ment of woollen or linen, either in the warp, 
or the woof, or any thing of skin, to pro
nounce it clean, or to pronounce it unclean. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 14 
This shall be the law of the leper in the 
dav of his cleansing: he shall be brought 
unto the priest: and the priest shall go 
forth out of the camp; and the priest shall 
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look, and, behold, if the plague of kprosy and the rest of the oil that is in the priest's 
4 be healed in the leper; then shall the priest hand he shall put upon the head of him 

command to take for him that is to be that is to be cleansed: and the priest shall 
cleansed two living clean birds, and cedar make atonement for him before the LORD. 
wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: and the And the priest shall ofTer the sin offering, 19 
priest shall command to kill one of the birds and make atonement for him that is to be 
in an earthen vessel o,·er running water: cleansed because of his uncJeanness; and 

6 as for the living bird, he shall take it, and afterward he shall kill the burnt offering: 
the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the and the priest shall offer the burnt offering 
hyssop. and shall dip them and the living and the meal ofTcring upon the altar: and 
bird in the blood of the bird that was killed the priest shall make atonement for him, 
m·er the running waler: and he shall and he shall be clean. 
sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed And if he be poor, and cannot get so 21 

from the leprosy seven times, and shall much, then he shall take one he-lamb for 
pronounce him ckan, and shall let go the a guilt offering lo be waved, lo make 

8 living bird into the open field. And he that atonement for him, and one tenth part of 
is lo be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and an ephah of fine flour mingled with oil 
shave off all his hair, and bathe himself in for a meal ofTcring, and a log of oil; and two 
water, and he shall be clean: and after turtledoves, or two young pigeons, such as 
that he shall romc into the camp, but shall he is able lo get; and the one sha II be a sin 
dwell outside his tent seven davs. And it offering, and the other a burnt offering. 
shall be on the seventh day, that he shall And on the eighth day he shall bring them 23 
shave all his hair off his head and his beard for his cleansing unto the priest, unto the 
and his evebrows, even all his hair he shall door of the tent of meeting, before the 
shave off·: and he shall wash his clothes, LORD. And the priest shall take the lamb 
and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and of the guilt offering, and the log of oil, and 

to he shall be clean. And on the eighth day the priest shall wave them for a wave offrr-
he shall take two he-lambs, without blemish, ing before the LORD: and he shall kill the 25 
and one ewe-lamb of the first year without lamb of the guilt offering, and the priest 
blemish, and three tenth pans of an ephah shall take of the blood of the guilt ofTering, 
of line flour for a meal offering, mingled and put it upon the tip of the right car of 
with oil, and one log of oil. And the priest him that is to he cleansed, and upon the 
that clcanscth him shall set the man that thumb of his right hand, and upon the great 
is to be cleansed, and those things, before toe of his right fool: and the priest shall 
the LORD, at the door of the lent of meeting: pour of the oil into the palm of his own left 
and the priest shall take one of the he-lambs, hand: and the priest shall sprinkle with 27 
and offer him for a guilt oliering, and the his right finger some of the oil that is in his 
log of oil, and wave them for a wave ofTer- left hand seven times before the I.ORD: 

13 ing before the LORD: and he shall kill the and the priest shall put of the oil that is in 
he-lamb in the place where they kill the his hand upon the tip of the right car of 
sin ofTcring and the burnt offering, in the him that is lo be cleansed, and upon the 
place of the sanctuary: for as the sin offer- thumb of his right hand, and upon the 
ing is the pricst"s, so is the guilt offering: great toe of his right foot, upon the place 
it is most holy: and the priest shall take of the blood of the guilt olicring: and the 2Q 

of the blood of the guilt offering, and the rest of the oil tha_t is in the priest's hand he 
priest shall put it upon the tip of the right shall put upon the head of him that is to be 
car of him that is to be cleansed, and upon cleansed, lo make atonement for him before 
the thumb of his right hand, and upon the the LORD. Anrl he shall oiler one of thc 

15 great toe of his right foot: and the priest turtledoves, or of the young pigeons, sll<"h 
shall take of the log of oil, and pour it into as he is able to gel; even such as hc is abl<- 31 
the palm of his own left hand: and the to get, the one for a sin ofTering. and lhl" 
priest shall dip his right finger in the oil other for a burnt offering, with the meal 
that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle offering: and the priest shall make atonc-
of the oil with his finger seven times before ment for him that is lo be cleansed before 

17 the LORD: and of the rest of the oil that the LORD. This is the law of him in whom 
is in his hand shall the priest put upon the is the plague of leprosy, who is not able lo 
tip of the right car of him that is to be get that which pcrlainelh to his cleansing. 
cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right And the Lo1m spake unto Moses and 3~ 
hand, and upon the great toe of his right unto Aaron, saying, When ye be come into 
foot, upon the blood of the guilt offering: the land of Canaan, which I give to y<>u 
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lor a possession, and I put the plague o[ 
leprosy in a house of the land of your pos
session; then he that owneth the house 
shall come and tell the priest, saying, 
There seemeth to me to be as it were a 

36 plague in the house: and the priest shall 
command that they empty the 110use, be
fore the priest go in to sec the plague, that 
all tllal is in the house \Jc not made unclean: 
and afterward the priest shall go in lo see 
the housr: and he shall look on the plague, 
and, behold, if the plague be in the walls 
of the house with hollow strakcs, greenish 
or reddish, and the appearance thereof be 
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se.ven times: and he shall. cleanse the house 52 
with the blood of the bird, and with the 
runnin~ water, and with the living bird, 
and wllh the cedar wood, and with the 
hyssop, and with the scarlet: but he shall 
let go the living bird out of the city into the 
open field: so shall he make atonement 
for the house: and it shall be clean. 

This is the law for all manner of plague 54 
of leprosy, and for a scall; and for the 
leprosy of a garment, and for a house; and 
for a rising, and for a scab, and for a bright 
spot: to teach when it is unclean, and when 
it is clean: this is the law of leprosy. 

3s lower than the wall; then the priest shall 
go out of the house to the door o[ the house, And the LORD spake unto Moses and to 15 
a,1d shut up the house seven days: and the Aaron, •aying, Speak unto the children of 
priest shall come again the seventh day, and Israel, and say unto them, When any man 
shall look: and, behold, if the plague be hath an issur out of his llesh, because of his 
spread in the walls of the house; then the issue he is unclean. And this shall uc his un-
priest shall command that they take out the cleanness in his issue: whether his llesh run 
stones in which the plague is, and cast with his issue, or his llesh be stopped from 
them into an unclean place without the his issue, it is his uncleanness. Every bed 4 

41 city: and he shall cause the house to be whereon he that hath the issue lieth. shall 
scraped within round about, and they shall be unclean: and every thing whereon ho 
pour out the mortar that they scrape oIT sitteth shall be unclean. And whosoever 
without the city into an unclean place: and touchcth his bed shall wash his clothes, 
they shall take other stones, and put them and bathe himself in water, and ue undran 
in the place of those stones; and he shall until the even. And he that sillelh on 6 
take other mortar, and shall plaisler the any thing whereon he that hath the issue 

43 house. And if the plague come again, and sat shall wash his clothes, and bathe him-
break out' in the house, after that he hath self in water, and be unclean until the even. 
taken out the stones, and after he hath And he that toucheth the llesh of him that 
scraped the house, and after it is plaistered; hath the issue shall wash his clothes, and 
then the priest shall come in and look, and, bathe himseif in waler, and be unclean 
behold, i[ the plague be spread in the until the even. And if he that hath the 
house, it is a fretting leprosy in the house: issue spit upon him that is clean; then he 

45 it is t•nclean. And he shall break down shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself 
the house, the stones of it, and the timber in water, and he unclean until the e\·en. 
thereof, and all the mortar of the house; And what saddle soever he that hath I he 
and he shall carry them forth out of the issue rideth upon shall be unclean. And 10 

city into an unclean place. Moreover he whosoever toucheth any thing that was un-
that goeth into the house all the while that der him shall be unclean until the even: 
it is shut up shu.ll be unclean until the even. and he that beareth those things shall wash 

47 And he that lieth in the house shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in waler, 
his clothes; and he that eateth in the house and be unclean until the even. And 
shall wash his clothes. And if the priest whomsoever he that hath the issue toucheth, 
shall come in, and look, and, behold, the without having rinsed his hands in waler, 
plague hath not spread in the house, afler he shall wash his clothes, and bathe him-
the house was plaistered; then the priest self in water, and be unclean until the even. 
shall pronounce the house clean, bemuse And the earthen vessel, which he that hath 12 

49 lhe plague is healed. And he shall take the issue toucheth, shall he broken: and 
lo cleanse the house two birds, and cedar every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in 
wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: and he water. And when he that hath an issur is 
shall kill one of the birds in an earJhen ves- cleansed of his issue, then he shall numhcr 
sel over running waler: and he shall take to himself seven days for his cleansing, and 
the cedar wood, and the hyssop, nnd the wash his clothes; and he shall hathe his 
scarlet, and the living hi rd, and dip them flesh in running water, and shall he clra n. 
in the blood of the slain bird, and in the And on the eighth day he shall take• to him 14 
running water, and sprinkle the house two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and 
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come before the LORD unto Lhe door of the 
lent of meeting, and give them unto the 
priest: and the priest shall offer them, the 
one for a sin offering, and the other for a 
burnl olTering; and the priest shall make 
atonement for him before Lhe LORD for his 
is.sue. 

6 .\nd if am· man's seed of copulation go 
out from hiin, then he shall bathe all his 
tksh in water, and be unclean until the 
even. And e\·ery garment, and every skin, 
whereon is the seed of copulation, shall be 
washed with water, and be unclean until 
the en•n. The woman also with whom 
a man shall lie with seed of copulati0n, 
the\· shall both bathe themselves in water, 
and be unclean until the even. 

1 And if a woman have an issue, and her 
issue in her !lesh be blood, she shall be in 
lwr impurity sc\·en days: and whosoever 
toucheth her shall be unclean until the even. 
And every thing that she Iieth upon in her 
i;npt&rit:· shall be unclean: c\·ery thing also 
that she silleth upon shall be unclean. 

r .\nd whosoen•r toucheth her bed shall wash 
his clothes, and bathe himself in water, 
and be unclean until the even. And 
whosoever tourheth any thing that she 
sitteth upon shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himseH in water, and be unclean until 

>the even. And ii it be on the bed, or on 
any thing whereon she sitteth, \\·hen he 
touchcth it, he shall be unclean until the 
CH:'ll. r\nd if any man lie with her, and her 
impurity be upon him, he shall be undean 
sewn da,·s; and every bed whereon he 
lieth shall be uncle:>n. 

5 And if a woman have an issue of her 
bl<Kl!l many days not in the time of her 
impurity, or if she have an issue beyond 
the time of her impurity; all the days of 
the issue of her uncleanness she shall be as 
in the days of her imµurity: she is unclean. 
Even· bed whereon she liclh all the davs 
of h~r issue shall be unto her as the bed of 
her impurity: and every thing whereon 
slw sittcth shall be unclean, as the un-

7 cleannl·.:.;s of her impurily. And whosoever 
l<>uchcth those things shall be unclean, and 
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in 
water, and be unclean until the even. But 
if she IX' cleansed of her issue, then she 
shall numher to herself seven davs, and 

9 after that she shall be clean. And. on the 
eighth da1· she shall take unto her two 
turtledovC"S, or two young pigeons, and 
bring them unto the priest, to the door of 
the tent of meeting. And the priest shall 
offer the one for a sin offering, and the other 
for a burnt offering; and the priest shall 
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make atonement for her before the LORD 
for the issue of her uncleanness. 

Thus shall ye separate the children of 31 
Israel from their uncleanness; that they 
die not in their uncleanness, when they 
defile my tabernacle that is in the midst 
of them. 

This is the law of him that hath an issue, 32 
and of him whose seed of copulation goeth 
from him, so that he is unclean thereby; 
and of her that is sick with her impurity, 
and of him that hath an issue, of the man, 
and of the woman, and of him that lieth 
with her that is unclean. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, after 16 
the death of the two sons of Aaron, when 
they drew near before the LORD, and died; 
and the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto 
Aaron thy brother, that he come not at 
all times into the holy place within the veil, 
before the mercy-scat which is upon the 
ark; that he die not: for I will appear in 
the cloud upon the mercy-scat. Herewith 3 
shall Aaron come into the holy place: 
with a young bullock for a sin offering, and 
a ram for a burnt offering. He shall put 
on the holy linen coat, and he shall have Lhe 
linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be 
girded "·ith the linen girdle, and with the 
linen mitre shall he be attired: they are 
the holy garments; and he shall bathe his 
flesh in waler, and put them on .. And he 5 
shall take of the congregation of the chil
dren of Israel lwo he-goals for a sin offer
ing, and one ram for a burnt offering. And 
Aaron shall present the bullock of the sin 
offering, which is for himself, and make 
atonement for himself, and for his house. 
And he shall lake the two goats, and set 7 
them before the LORD at the door of the 
tent of meeting. And Aaron 'hall cast lots 
upon the two goats; one lot for the Lo RD, 
and the other lot for Azazel. And Aaron 
shall present the goat upon which the lot 
fell for the LORD, and offer him for a sin 
offering. But the goat, on which !he lot 10 

fell for Azazel, shall be set alive before the 
LORD, to make atonement for him, to send 
him awav for Azazel into the wilderness. 
And Aar~n shall present the bullock of the 
sin offering, which is for himself, and shall 
make atonement for himself, and for his 
house, and shall kill the bullock of the sin 
offering which is for himself: and h.r shall 12 

take a censer full of coals of firr from off 
the.altar before the LORD, and his hands 
full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring 
it within the veil: and he shall put the 
incense upon the fire before the LORD, 
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that the cloud of the incense may cover 
the mercy-seat that is upon the testimony, 

14 that he die not: and he shall lake of the 
blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with 
his finger upon the mercy-seal on the east; 
and before the mercy-scat shall he sprinkle 
of the blood with his finger seven times. 
Then shall he kill the goat of the sin ofiering, 
that is for the people, and bring his blood 
within the veil, and do with his blood as 
he did with foe hlood of the bullock, and 
sprinkle it upon the mercy-scat, and before 

16 the mercy-scat: and he shall make atone
ment for the holy place, because of the un
cleannesses of the children of Israel, and 
because of their transgressions, even all 
their sins: and so shall he do for the tent 
of meeting, that dwelleth with them in the 
midst of their uncleannesses. And there 
shall be no man in the lent of meeting when 
he goeth in to make atonement in the holy 
place, until he come out, and have made 
atonement for himself, and for his house
hold, and for all the assembly of Israel. 

lB And he shall go out unto the altar that is 
before the LORD, and make atonement 
for it; and shall take of the hlood of the 
bullock, and of the blood of the goat, 
and put it upon the horns of the altar round 
about. And he shall sprinkle of the blood 
upon it with his finger seven times, and 
cleanse it, and hallow it from the unclcan-

20 nesses of.the children of Israel. And when 
he hath made an end of atoning for the 
holy place, and the tent of meeting, and the 
altar, he shall present the live goat: and 
Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the 
head of the live goat, and confess over him 
all the iniquities of the children of Israel, 
and all their transgressions, even all their 
sins; and he shall put them upon the head 
of the goat, and shall send him away by 
the hand of a man that is in readiness into 

22 the wilderness: and the goat shall bear 
upon him all their iniquities unto a solitary 
land: and he shall let go the goat in the 
wilderness. And Aaron shall come into 
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the tent of meeting, and shall put off the 
linen garments, which he put on when he 
went into the holy place, and shall leave 
them there: and he shall bathe his llesh in 24 
water in a holy place, and put on his gar
ments, and come forth, and offer his burnt 
offering and the burnt offering of the 
people, and make atonement for himself 
and for the people. And the fat of the sin 
offering shall he burn upon the ;iltar. And 
he that lettcth go the goat for Azazel shall 
wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in 
water, and afterward he shall come into 
the camp. And the bullock of the sin 27 

offering, and the goat of the sin offering, 
whose blood was brought in to make 
atonement in the holy place, shall be carried 
forth without the camp; and they shall 
burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, 
and their dung. And he that burncth them 
shall -Aash his clothes, and bathe his Jlesh 
in water, and afterward he shall come into 
the camp. 

And it shall be a statute for ever unto 29 
you: in the seventh month, on the tenth 
day of the month, ye shall aftlict your souls, 
and shall do no manner of work, the home
born, or the stranger that sojournelh among 
you: for on this day shall atonement be 
made for you, to cleanse you; from all 
your sins shall ye be clean before the LORD. 
It is a sabbath of solemn rest unto you, and jT 

ye shall afllict your souls; it is a statute for 
ever. And the priest, who shall be anointed 
and who shall be consecrated to be priest 
in his father's stead, shall make the atone
ment, and shall put on the linen garments, 
even the holy garments: and he shall make 33 
atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he 
shall make atonement for the tent of meet
ing and for the altar; and he shall make 
atonement for the priests and for all the 
people of the assembly. And this shall 
be an everlasting statute unto you, lo make 
atonement for the children of Israel because 
of all their sins once in the year. And he 
did as the LORD commanded Moses. 

Appendix M. -The Covenant of Holiness 
7 And the Lo1m sp<tkc unto Moses, saying, LORD before the tabernacle of the LORD: 

Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons, and blood shall be imputed unto that man; he 
unto all the rhil<lren of Israel, and say unto hath shed blood; and that man shall be 
them; This is the thing which the Lorm cut off fror.i among his people: to the end 5 
hath comman<led, saying, What man so- that the children of Israel may bring their 
ever there be of the house of Israel, that sacrifices, which they sacrifice in the open 
killcth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the camp. field, even that they may bring them unto 

4 or that killeth it without the camp, and hath the LORD, unto the door of the lent of meet-
nol brought it unto the door of the tent of ing, unto the priest, and sacrifice them for 
meeting, to offer it as an oblation unto the sacr;fices of peace offerings unto the LORD. 
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6 .-\n<I the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon my judgements: which if a man do, he 
the altar of the LORD at the door of the tent shall live in them: I am the LORD. 
of meeting, and burn the fat for a sweet None of you shall approach to any that 6 
sarnur unto the LORD. And they shall no is near of kin to him, to uncover their 
more sacrifice their sacrifices unto the he- nakedness: I am the LORD. The naked-
!(Oals, after whom they go a whoring. This ness of thy father, even the nakedness of 
shall l>l'astalute forever unto them through- thy mother, shalt thou not uncover: she is 
out their generations. thy mother; thou shalt not uncover her 

e And thou shalt sav unto them, \Vhat- nakedness. The nakedness of thv father's 
'<K'Wr man there be of the house of Israel, wife shalt thou not uncover: it is tl;y father's 
or of the strangers that sojourn among nakedness. The nakedness of thy sister,9 
tlwm. that offereth a hurnt offering or the daughter of thy father, or the daughter 
sacrilic·e, and bringl'lh it not unto the door of thy mother, whether born at home, or 
of the tent of mpding, to sacrifice it unto born abroad, even their nake<lness thou 
the LORD; C\"l'n that man shall be cut off shalt not uncover.. The nakedness of thy 
from his people. son's <laughter, or of thy <laughter's <laugh-

o And whatsoc\'er man there be of the house ter, even their nakedness thou shalt not 
.,f Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn uncover: for theirs is thine own nakedness. 
among them, that ealcth any manner of The nakedness of thv father's wife's u 
blood; I will set my face against that soul daughter, begotten of th)· father, she is thy 
that eateth blood, and will cut him off from sister, thou shalt not uncover her naked-
among his p<'oplr. For the life of the flesh ness. Thou shalt not uncover the naked-
is in the blood: and I have giwn it to you ness of thy father's sister: she is thy 
upon the altar lo make atonement for your father's near kinswoman. Thou shalt not 
souls: for it is the blood that maketh atone- uncover the nakedness of thy mother's 

2 menl b\· reason of the life. Therefore I sister: for she is thy mother's near kins-
sai<l unio the children of Israel, No soul of woman. Thou shalt not uncover the '4 
you shall eat blood, neither shall any · nakedness of thy father's brother, thou 
stranger that sojourneth among you eat shalt not approach to his wife: she is thine 
blood. aunt. Thou shalt not uncover the nake<l-

3 .-\nd whatsoever man there be of the ness of thy daughter in law: she is thy son's 
chil<lrt·n of Israel, or of the strangers that wife; thou shalt not u:icover her naked-
sojourn among them, which taketh in ncss. Thou shalt not unco\·cr the naked-
hunting any beast or fowl that may be ness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's 
eaten; he shall pour out the blood thereof, nakedness. Thou shalt not uncover the 17 
and CO\'er it with dust. For as to the life nakedness of a woman and her daughter; 
of all flesh, the blood thereof is all one with thou shalt not take her son's daughter, or 
the life thereof: therefore I said unto the her <laughter's daughter, to uncover her 
children of Israel, Y c shall cat the blood of nakedness; they arc near kinswomen: it 
no manner of flesh: for the life of all flesh is wickedness. And thou shalt not take a 
is the blood thereof: whosoever eatelh it woman to her sister, to be a rival lo her, 

5 >hall be cut off. And every soul that eateth to uncover her nakedness, beside the other 
that whith dicth of itself, or that which in her life time. And thou shalt not ap- 19 
is torn of beasts, whether he be homeborn proach unto a woman to uncover her nake<l-
or a stranger, he shall wash his clothes, and ncss, as long as she is impure by her un-
hathc himself in water, and be unclean until cleanness. And thou shalt not lie carnallv 
the c\·en: then shall he be clean. But if with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyscif 
he wash them not, nor bathe his flesh, then with her. And thou shalt not give any of, 
he shall bear his ini<]uity. thy seed to make them pass through the 

~ And the LoRn spake unto Moses, say- fire to Malech, neither shalt thou profane 
ing, Speak unto the children of Israel, and the name of thy God: I am the Lo1m. 
sa\' unto them, I am the LORD vour God. Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with 22 

After . the doings of the land ·of Egypt, womankind: it is abomination. And thou 
wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after shalt not lie with any beast to defile thyself 
the doings of the land of Canaan whither therewith: neither shall any woman stand 
I bring vou, shall ye not do: nciiher shall before a beast, to lie down· thereto: it is 

4 vc walk in their statutes. My judgements confusion. 
shall ,.c do, and my statutes shall ye keep, Defile not ye yourselves in any of these 24 
In walk therein: I am the LORD your God. things: for in all these the nations arc 
Y c shall therefore keep my statutes, and defiled which I cast out from before you: 
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and the land is defiled: therefore I do visit 
the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land 
vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye therefore 
shall keep my statutes and my judgements, 
and shall not do any of these abominations; 
neither the homcborn, nor the stranger that 

27 sojourneth among you: (for all these abom
inations have the men of the land done, 
which were before you, and lhe land is 
delile<l ;) that the land vomit not you out 
also, when ye defile it, as it vomited out lhe 
nation that was before you. For whoso
ever shall do anv of these abominations, 
even the souls th,;t do them shall be cut off 

30 from among their people. Therefore shall 
ye keep my charge, that ye do not any of 
these abominable customs, which were 
done before you, and that ye defile not your
sch:cs therein: I am the LORD your God. 
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unrighteousness in judgement: thou shall 
not respect the person of the poor, nor 
honour the person of the mighty: but in 
righteousness shalt thou judge thy 
neighbour. Thou shall not go up and 
down as a tale-bearer among thy people: 
neither shalt thou stand against the blood 
of thy neighbour: I am the Lo1<0. Thou 17 
shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: 
thou shalt surely rebuke thy neighbour, 
and not bear sin because of him. Thou 
shalt not take vengeance, nor bear anv 
grudge against the children of thy people, 
but thou shall love thy neighbour as thy
self: I am the LORD. Ye shall keep my 19 
statutes. Thou shalt not let thy cattle 
gender with a diverse kind: thou shall not 
sow thy field with lwo kinds of seed: 
neither shall there come upon thee a gar
ment of two kinds of slulT mingled together. 

19 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, And whosoever lieth carnally with a woman, 20 

Speak unto all the congreg'1tion of the that is a bondmaid, betrothed to an hus-
chil<lren of Israel, and say unto them, band, and not at all redeemed, nor free-
Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God <lorn given her; they shall be punished; 
am holy. Ye shall fear every man his they shall not be pul lo death, because she 
mother, and his father, and ye shall keep was not free. And he shall bring his guilt 
my sabbaths: I am the Lo1m your God. olTcring unto the LORD, unto the door of 

4 Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to your- the tent of meeting, even a ram for a guilt 
selves molten gods: I am the Lo1m your offering. And the priest shall make alone- 22 

God. And when ve offer a sacrifice of mcnl for him with the ram of the guilt 
peace offerings unio the LORD, ye shall offering before the Lo1m for his sin which 
offer it that ye may be accepted. It shall he hath sinned: and he shall be forgiven 
be eaten the same day ye offer it, and on for his sin which he hath sinned. And 
the morrow: and if aught remain until the when ye shall come into the land, and shall 

7 third day, it shall be burnt with fire. And have planted all manner of trees for food, 
if it be eaten at all on the third day, it is then ye shall count the fruit thereof as their 
an abomination; it shall not be accepted: uncircumcision: three years shall they be 
but every one that cateth it shall bear his as uncircumcised unto you; it shall not be 
iniquity, because he hath profaned the holy eaten. But in the fourth year all the fruit q 
thing of the Lo rm: and that soul shall be thereof shall be holy, for giving praise unto 
cut oIT from his people. the LORD. And in the fifth year shall ye 

9 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, eat of the fruit thereof, that it may yield 
thou sha It not wholly reap the corners of unto you the increase thereof: I am the 
thy field, neither shalt thou gather the LORD your God. Ye shall not cat any 
gleaning of thy harvest. And thou shalt thing with the blood: neither shall ye use 
not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou enchantments, nor practise augury. Ye 27 

gather the fallen' fruit of thy vineyard; shall not round the corners of your heads, 
thou shalt leave them for the poor and for neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy 
the stranger: I am the LORD your God. beard. Ye shall not make any cuttings 

II Ye shall not steal; neither shall ye deal in your llesh for the dead, nor print any 
falsely, nor lie one to another. And ye marks upon you: I am the LORD. Pro-
s hall not swear by my name falsely, so that fane not thy daughter, lo make her a har-
thou profane the name of thy God: I am lot; lest the land fall to whore<lom, and 
the LORD. Thou shalt not oppres1 thy the land become full of wickedness. Ye 3c 
neighbour, nor rob him: the wages of a shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my 
hired servant 'shall not abide with thee all sanctuary: I am the LORD. Turn ye not 

14 night until the morning. Thou shalt nol unto them that have familiar spirits, nor 
curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block unto the wizards; seek them not out, lo 
before the blind, but thou shalt fear tlw be defiled by them: I am the LORD your 
God: I am the LORD. Ye shall do no God. Thou shalt rise up before the hoary 3> 
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bead, ond honour the face of the old mon, blood shall be upon them. And if a man 
and thou shalt fear thy God: I am the lie with mankind, as with womankind, both 
LORD. And if a stranger sojourn with of them ha\'e committed abomination: they 
thee in your land, ye shall not do him shall surely be put to death; their blood 
wrong. The stranger that sojourneth with shall be upon them. And if a man take a 14 
you shall be unto you as the hom.eborn wife and her mother, itis wickedness: they 
among vou, and thou shalt love hnn as shall be burnt with fire, both he and thev; 
thyself; 

0

for ye were strangers in the land of that there be no wickedness among you. 
35 Egypt: 1 am the LORD y~ur. God. Ye And if a man lie with a licast, he shall surely 

shall do no unrighteousness m Judgement, be put to death: and ye shall slay the beast. 
in meteyard, in weight, or in measure. And· if a woman approach unto any beast, 16 
Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the 
and a just hin. shall ye have: I am the woman, and the beast: they shall surely 
LORD your God, which brought you out of be put to death; their blood shall be upon 
the land of EgYpt. And ye shall observe them. And if a man shall take his sister, 
all mv statutes, and all my judgements, his father's daughter, or his mother's 
and do them: I am the LORD. daughter, and sec her nakedness, and she 

:o And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, see his nakedness, it is a shameful thing: 
:\Ioreover, thou shalt say to the children of and they shall be cut off in the sight of the 
Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of children of their people: he hath uncovered 
Israel, or of the strangers tha_t sojourn in his sister's nakedness; he shall bear his 
Israel, that giveth of his seed unto Malech; iniquity. And if a man shall lie with a 18 
he shall surely be put to death: the people woman having her sickness, and shall un-

3 of the land shall stone him with stones. I cover her nakedness; he hath made naked 
also will set my face against that man, and her fountain, and she hath uncovered the· 
will cut him off from among his people; fountain of her blood: and both of them 
brcause he hath given of his seed unto shall be cut off from among their people. 
Molech, to dellle my sanctuary, and to pro- And thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of 
fanc mv holy name. And if the people of thy mother's sister, nor of thy ·fathcr"s 
the land do any wavs hide their eyes from sister: for he hath made naked his near 
that man, when he giveth of his seed unto kin: they shall bear '.!oeir iniquity. Ami 20 

s '.lfolrch. and put him not to death: then if a man shall lie with his uncle"s wife, he 
I will set my face against that man, and hath uncovered his uncie's nakedness: they 
against his family, and will cut him off, shall bear their sin; they shall die childless. 
and all that go a whoring after him, to And if a man shall take his brother"s wife, 
commit whorcdom with Molech, from it is impurity: he hath uncovered his 
among their people. And the soul that brother's nakedness; they shall be child-
turncth unto them that have familiar spirits, less. 
and unto the wizards, to go a whoring after Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, 22 

them, I will even set my face against that and all my judgements, and do them: that 
soul, and will cut him off from among his the land, whither I bring you to dwell 

7 people. Sanctify yourselves therefore, and therein, vomit you not out. And ye shall 
br ye holy: for I am the ·LoRD your God. not walk in the customs of the nation, which 
And ye shall keep my statutes, and do I cast out before you: for they did all thes<' 
them: I am the LORD whkh sanctify you. things, and therefore I abhorred them. But 
For cverv one that curseth his father or his I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their 
mother ~hall surely be put to death: he land, and I will give it unto you Lo possess 
hath cursed his father or his mother; his it, a land flowing with milk and honey: I 

10 hlood shall be upon him. And the man am the LORD your God, which have sepa-
that commitlcth adultery with another rated you from the peoples. Ye shali 25 
man's wife, even he that committrth therefore separate between the clean beast 
adultery with his neighbour's wife, the and the ·unclean, and between the undean 
adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be fowl and the dean: anrl ve shall not make 
put to death. And the man that lieth with your souls abominable hy

0

heast, or by fowl, 
his father's wi[e hath uncovered his father's or by any thing wherewith the ground 
nakedness: both of them shall surely be teemeth, which I have separated from you 
put to death; their blood shall be upon as unclean And ye shall be holy umo 

12 them. And if a man lie with his daughter me: for I the LORD am holy, and have 
in law, both of them shall surely be put to st·parated you from the peoples, that ye 
death: they have wrought confusion; thei1 should be mine. 
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27 A man also or a woman that hath a 
familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall 
surely be put to death: they shall stone 
them with stones: their blood shall be 
upon them. 

21 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak 
unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say 
unto them, There shall none defile himself 
for the dead among his people; except for 
his kin, that is near unto him, for his 
mother, and for his father, and for his son, 
and for his daughter, and for his brother; 
and for his sister a virgin, that is near unto 
him, which hath had no husband, for her 

4 may he defile himself. He shall not defile 
himself, being a chief man among his 
people, to profane himself. They shall not 
make baldness upon their head, neither 
shall they shave off the corner of their 
beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh. 

6 They shall be holv unto their God, an<l not 
prof~ ne the nam~ of their God: for the 
offerings of the LORD made by lire, the 
bread of their God, they do offer: therefore 
they shall he holy. They shall not take a 
woman that is a harlot, or profane; neither 
shall they take a woman put away from her 
husband: for he is holy unto his God. 

8 Thou shalt sanr.tify him therefore; for he 
offercth the bread of thy God: he shall be 
holy unto thee: for I the LORD, which 
san-ctify you, am holy. And the daughtPr 
of any priest, if she profane herself by play
ing the harlot, she profaneth her father: 
she shall be burnt with fire. 

10 And he that is the high priest among his 
brethren, upon whose head the anointing 
oil is poured, and that is consecrated to put 
on the garments, shall not let the hair of 
his head go loose, nor rend his clothes; 
neither shall he go in to any dead body, nor 
defile himself for his father, or for his 

1 2 mother; neither shall he go out of the 
sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his 
God; for the crown of the anointing oil of 
his God is upon him: I am the LORD. 
And he shall take a wife in her virginity. 
A widow, or one divorced, or a profane 
woman, an harlot, these shall he not take: 
but a virgin of his own people shall he take 
to wife. And he shall not profane his seed 
among his people; for I am the LORD which 
sanctify him. 

16 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron, saying, Whosoever he 
be of thy seed throughout their generations 
that hath a blemish, let him not approach 
to offer the bread of his God. For whatso
ever man he be that hath a blemish, he 

110 

~ Old Testament History 

shall not approach: a blind man, or a 
lame, or he that hath a flat nose, or any 
thing superfluous, or a man that is broken- 19 
footed, or brokcnhanded, or crookbackt, 
or a dwarf, or that hath a blemish in his 
eye, or is scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his 
stones hroken; no man of the seed of Aaron 
the priest, that hath a blemish, shall come 
nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made 
by lire: he hath a blemish; he shall not 
romc nigh to offer the bread of his God. 
He shall eat the bread of his God, hoth of 22 

the most holy, and of the holy. Only he 
shall not go in unto the veil, nor come nigh 
unto the altar, because he hath a blemish; 
that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I 
am the LORD which sanctify them. So 
Moses spake unto Aaron, and to his sons, 
and unto all the children of Israel. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 22 
Speak unto Aaron and Lo his sons, that they 
separate themselves from the holy things 
of the children of Israel, which they hallow 
unto me, and that they profane not my 
holy name: I am the LORD. Say unto 3 
them, \Vhosocver he be of all your seed 
throughout your generations, that ap
proachcth unto the holy things, which the 
children of Israel hallow unto the LORD, 
having his uncleanness upon him, that soul 
shall be cut off from before me: I am the 
LORD. What man soever of the seed of 4 
Aaron is a leper, or hath an issue; he shall 
not cat of the holy things, until he be clean. 
And whoso toucheth any thing that is 
unclean by the dead, or a man whose seed 
gocth from him; or whosoever touchcth 
any creeping thing, whereby he may be 
made unclean, or a man of whom he may 
take uncleanness, whatsoever uncleanness 
he hath; the soul which toucheth any such 6 
shall be unclean until the even, and shall 
not eat of the holy things, unless he bathe 
his flesh in water. And when the sun is 
down, he shall be clean; and afterward he 
shall eat of the holy things, because it is 
his bread. That which dieth of itself, or 
is torn of beasts, he shall not cat to defile 
himself therewith: I am the LoRD. They 9 
shall therefore keep my charge, Jest they 
bear sin for it, and die therein, if they pro
fane it: I am the LORD which sanctii1• 
them. There shall no stranger cat of the 
holy thing: a sojourner of the priest"s, or an 
hired servant, shall not cat of the holy 
thing. But if a priest buy any soul, the II 
purchase of his money, he shall eat of it; 
and such as are !:lorn in his house, they shall 
eat of his bread. And if a priest's daughter 
he married unto a stranger, she shall not 
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cat of the heave offering of the holy things. 
13 But if a priest's daughter be a widow, or 

divorced, and have no child, and is returned 
unto her father's house, as in her youth, she 
shall eat of her father's bread: but there 
shall no stranger eat thereof. And if a 
man eat of the holy thing unwittingly, 
then he shall put the fifth part thereof unto 
it, and shall give unto the priest the holy 

15 thing. And they shall not profane the 
holy things of the children Of Israel, which 
thev offer unto the LORD; and so cause 
them to bear the iniquity that bringeth 
guilt, when they eat their holy things: for 
I am the LORD which sanctify them. 

r7 .\nd the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons, and 
unto all the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, Whosoever he be of the house of 
Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, that 
offereth his oblation, whether it be any of 
their vows, or any of their freewill offerings, 
which thev offer unto the LORD for a burnt 
offering; ihat ye may be accepted, ye shall 
offer a male without blemish, of the beeves, 

20 of the sheep, or of the goats. But whatso
ner hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: 
for it shall not be acceptable for you. And 
"·hosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace 
offerings unto the. LORD to accomplish a 
vow, or for a freewill offering, of the herd 
or of the llo< k, it shall be perfect to be 
accepted; there shall be no blemish therein. 

22 Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a 
wen, or scurvv, or scabbed, ve shall not 
olTer these unio the LORD, n"or make an 
offering by fire of them upon the altar unto 
the LORD. Either a bullock or a lamb that 
hath any thing superfluous or lacking in his 
parts, that mayest thou offer for a freewill 
ollering; but for a vow it shall not be 

24 accepted. That which hath its stones 
bruised, or crushed. or broken, or cut, ye 
shall not oiler unto the LORD; neither shall 
ye do thus in your land. Neither from the 
hand of a foreigner shall ye offer the bread 
of your God of any of these; because their 
corruption is in them, there is a blemish 
in them: they shall not be accepted for 
vou. 

:z6 • And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
\\"hen a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat, is 
brought forth, then it shall be seven days 
under the dam; and from the eighth day 
and thenceforth it shall be accepted for the 
oblation of an offering made by fire unto 
the LORD. And whether it be cow or ewe, 
ye shall not kill it and her young both in 

29 one day. And when ye sacrifice a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving unto the LoRD, ye shall sac-
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rifice it that ye may be accepted. On the 
same day it shall be eaten; ye shall l<'ave 
none of it until the morning: I am the 
LORD. Therefore shall ye keep my com- 3r 
mandments, and do them; I am the LORD. 
An.cl ye shall not profane my holy name; 
but I will be hallowed a1i10ng the children 
of Israel: I am the L01rn which hallow 
you, that brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 23 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, The set feasts of the LORD, 
which ye shall proclaim to be holy convo
cations, even these are my set feasts. Six 
days shall work be done: but on the 
seventh day is a sabbath of solemn rest. 
an holy convocation; ye shall do no manner 
of work: it is a sabbath unto the LORD in 
all your dwellings. 

These arc the set leasts of the LORD, even 4 
holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim 
in their appointed season. In the first 
month, on the fourteenth day of the month 
at even, is the Lo1<0's passover. And on 
the fifteenth day of the same month is the 
feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: 
seven days ye shall cat unleavened bread. 
In the first day ye shall have an holy rnn- 7 
vocation: ye shall do no servile work. But 
ye shall offer an ollcring made by fire unto 
the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is 
an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile 
work. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto ihe children of Israel, and say 10 

unto them, When ye be come into the land 
which I give unto you, and shall reap the 
harvest thereof, then ye shall bring the 
sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto 
the priest: and he shall wave the sheaf 
before the LORD, lo be accepted for you: 
on the morrow after the sabbath the priest 
shall wave it. And in the day when ye 12 

wave the sheaf, ye shall oiler a he-lamb 
without blemish of the first vear for a burnt 
ollering unto the Lonn. "And the meal 
offering thereof shall be two tenth parts of 
an cphah of fine flour mingled with oil, an 
ollcring made by fire unto the LORD for a 
sweet savour: and the drink ollcring thereof 
shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin. 
And ye.shall cat neither bread, nor parl'herl q 
corn, nor frrsh cars, until this srlfsamc day, 
until ye have brought the oblation of your 
God: it is a statute for ever throughout 
your genera.ions in all your dwellings. 

And ye shall count unto you from the rs 
morrow after the sabbath, from the day 
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Leviticus 

that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offer
ing; seven sabbaths shall there be complete: 
even unto the morrow after the seventh 
sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye 
shall offer a new meal o!Tering unto th~ 

17 LORD. Ye shall bring out of your habita
tions two wave loaves of two tenth parls of 
an cphah: they shall he of line llour, they 
shall be baken with leaven, for firstfruils 
unto the LORD. And ye shall present with 
the bread seven lambs without blemish of 
the first year, and one young bullock, and 
two rams: they shall be a burnt o!Tering 
unto the LORD, with their meal ofTcring, 
and their drink offerings, even an offering 
made by lire, of a sweet savour unto the 

19 LORD. And ye shall o!Ter one he-goat for 
a sin offering, and two he-lambs of the first 
year fm a sacrifice of peace offerings. And 
the priest shall wave them with the bread 
of the firstfruits for a wave offNing before 
the Lo1m, with the two lambs: they shall 

21 be holy to the LORD for the priest. And 
ye shall make proclamation on the self
same day; there shall be an holy con,-ora
tion unto you: ye shall do no servile work: 
it is a statute for ever in all your dwellings 
throughout your generations. 

22 And when ye reap the harvest of your 
land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners 
of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the 
gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave 
them for the poor, and for the stranger: 
I am the LORD your God. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
24 Speak unto the children of I~rael, saying, 

In the sevenlh month, in the first day of the 
month, shall be a solemn rest unto you, a 
memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy 
con vocal ion. Ye shall do no servile work: 
and ye shall offer an offering made by fire 
unto the LORD. 

26 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Howbeit on the tenth da v of this seventh 
nionth is the day of atone;nent: it shall be 
an holy convocation unto you, and ye shall 
affiict your souls; and ye shall offer an 

28 offering made by fire unto the LORD. And 
ye shall do no manner of work in that same 
clay: for it is a day of atonement, to make 
atonement for you before the LORD your 
God. For whatsoever soul it be that shall 
not be afflicted in that same day, he shall 
be cut off. from his people. And ,whatso
ever soul It be that doelh anv manner of 
work in that same day, that soul will I 

31 destroy from among his people. Ye shall 
do no manner of wgrk: it is a statute for 
ever throughout your generations in all 

· your dwellings. It shall be unto you a 
112 

~ Old Testament History 

sabbath of solemn rest, and ve shall affiict 
yuur souls: in the ninth day of the month at 
even, from even unto even, shall ye keep 
your sabbath. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 33 
Speak unlo the children of Israel, saying, 
On the fifteenth day of this seventh month 
is the feast of ta bernaclcs for seven days 
unto the LORD. On the first dav shall be 
an holy convocation: ye shall do ·no servile 
work. Seven days ye shall offer an offerinl( 36 
made by fire unto the Lonn: on the eighth 
day shall be an holy convorntion unto you; 
and ye shall offer an o!Tcring made by fire 
unto the Lonn: it is a solemn assem blv; 
ye shall do no servile work. · 

These are the set feasts of the LORD, 37 
which ye shall proclaim to be holy con
vocations, to offer an offering made by fire 
unto the Lorm, a burnt offering, and a meal 
offering, a sacrifice, and drink olTerinRs, 
each on its own dav: bcsice the sabbaths 
of the LORD, and 

0

bcside your gifts, and 
beside all your vows, and beside all your 
freewill ofTerings, which ye give unto the 
Lorm. 

Howbeit on the fifteenth day of the 39 
seventh month, when ye have gathered in 
the fruits of the land, ye shall keep the feast 
of the LORD seven days,: on the first d~y 
shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth 
day shall be a solemn rest. And ye shall 40 
take you on the first day the fruit of goodly 
trees, branches of palm trees, and boughs 
of thick trees, and willows of the brook; 
and ye shall rejoice before the Lorm vour 
God seven days. i\nd ye shall keep it a 
feast unto the LORD seven davs in the vcar: 
it is a statute for CVC'r in you~r gene rat.ions: 
ye shall keep it in the seventh month. Ye 42 
shall dwell in booths seven da,·s; all that arc 
homeborn in Israel shall ,J,.:-c11 in booths: 
that your generations may know that I made 
the children of Israel to dwell in booths, 
when I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt: I am the LORD your God. And 
Moses declared unto the children of Israel 
the set feasts of the LORD. 

i\nd the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 24 
Commar.d the children of Israel, that thev 
bring unto thee pure olive oil beaten for 1he 
light, to cause a lamp to burn continually. 
Without the veil of the testimony, in the 3 
tent of meeting, shall Aaron order it from 
evening to morning before the LORD con
tinually: it shall be a statute for ever 
throughout your generations. He shall 
order the lamps upon the pure candlestick 
before the LORD continually. 
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s .-\ml thou shalt take line flour, and bnke 
twelvl' cakes thereof: two tenth parts of 
an ephah shall be in one cake. And thou 
shalt set thl'm in two rows, six on a row, 
upon the purr table before the LORD. And 
1hnu shalt put pure frankincense upon each 
ww, that it mav be lo the bread for a 
ffl<'morial, r\·rn Un offering made by fire 

8 unto the LoRD. Every sabbath day he 
>ha II set it in order before the LORD con-
1inuallv; it is on tlw behalf of the children 
of Israeli an l'Yl'rlasting covenant. And 
it shall be for Aaron and his sons; and they 
"hall t'at it in a holy place: for it is most 
h<>lv unto him of the offerings of the LORD 
made by fire by a perpetual statute. 
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And the LORD spake unto Moses in 25 
mount Sinai, saying, Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and say unto them, When ye 
come into the land which I give you, then 
shall the land k,eep a sabbath unto the 
LORD. Six years thou shalt sow thy field, 
and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, 
and gather in the fruits thereof; but in the 4 
se,.cnth year shall be a "thbnth of solemn 
rest far the land, a sabbath unto the LORD: 
thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune 
thy vineyard. That which groweth of itself 
of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, and the· 
grapes of thy undressed vine thou shalt not 
gather: it shall be a year of solemn rest for 
the land. And the sabbath of the land 6 
shall be for food for you; for thee, and for 

IO And the son of an Israelitish woman, thy servant and for thy maid, and for thy 
whose father was an Egyptian, went out hired servant nnd for thy stranger that 
among the children of Israel: and the son sojourn with thee; and for thy cattle, and 
of the Israelitish woman and a man of for the beasts that are in thy land, shall all 
Isroel stro\•e togetlwr in the camp; and the the increase thereof be for food. 
son of the Israelitish woman blasphemed And thou shalt number seven sabhaths 8 
the Name, and cursed: and they brought of years unto thee. seven times seven years; 
him unto '.lfoses. And his mother's name and there shall be unto thee the days of 
was Shclomith, the daughter of Dibri, of seven sabbaths of years, even forty and 

12 the tribe of Dan. And they put him in nine vears. Then shalt thou send abroad 
ward, that it might he declared unto them the loud trumpet on the tenth day of the 
at th, mouth of the LORD. seventh month; in the day of atonement 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, shall ye send abroad the trumpet through-
Bring forth him that hath cursed without out all vour land. And ye shall hallow ro 
the camp; and let all that heard him lav the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty 
their hands upon his head, and let all the throughout the land unto all'thc inhabitants 

15 conl(rcgation stone him. And thou shalt then of: it shall be a jubile unto you; and 
speak unto the children of Israel, sayirni;, ve shall return every man urlto his posses-
Whosocver curseth his God shall bear his sion, and ve shall return everv man unto 
sin. And he that blasphemcth the name his family: A jubile shall that.fiftieth year 
of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death; be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap 
all the congregation shall certainly stone that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather 
him: as well the stranger, as the home- the grapes in it of the undressed vines. For 12 

horn, when he hlasphemeth the name of it is a ju bile; it shall be holy unto you: ye 
17 the LORD, shall be put to death. And he shall eat the increase thereof out of the field. 

that smiteth any man mortally shall surely In this year of jubile ye shall return every 
he put to death; and he that smitelh a man unto his possession. And if thou sell 
hea<t mortally shall make it good: life for aught unto thy neighbour, or buy of thy 
life. And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbour's hand, ~·e shall not wrong one 
neighbour: as he hath done, so shall it be another: according to the number of years 15 

zo .J,mc to him; breach for breach, e\•e for after the juhile thou shalt buy of thy neigh-
ne, tooth kr tooth: as he hath caused a bour, and according unto the number of 
1;1,·mish in a man, so shall it he rendered years of the crops he shall sell unto thee. 
unto him. .\nd lw that killeth a beast shall According to the multitude of the years 
"'akc it good: and he that killcth a man thou shall increase the pike thereof, and 

22 .')1all be put to death. Ye shall have one according to the fewnPss of the years thou 
manner of law, as wL'll for the stranger, as shalt rlimi"ish the price of it; for (he num-
f,ir the home born: for I am the Lo no vour ber of the crops doth he sell unto thee. And 17 
< ;od. And '.llosrs spake to the children ye shall not wrong one another; but thou 
of Israel, and they brought forth him that shalt fear thy God: for I am the LORD vour 
h~d cu~sed out of the camp, and stoned God. Wherefore ye shall do my statutes, 
him w1.th •tones. And the children of and keep my ju<lgPmenls and do th<'m; 
Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses. nnd ye shall dwell in the land in safety. 
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And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye 
shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in 

20 sa[ety. And if ye shall say, What shall we 
eat the seyenth year? behold, we shall not 
sow, nor gather in our increase: then I will 
command my blessing upon you in the sixth 
vear, and it shall bring forth fruit for the 
ihrce years. And ye shall sow the eighth 
vcar, and eat of the fruits, the old store; 
until the ninth year, until her fruits come 

23 in, ye shall cat the old store. And the land 
shall not be sold in perpetuity; for the land 

·is mine: for ye arc strangers and sojourners 
with me. And in all the land o[ -your pos
sc'5ion ye shall grant a redemption for the 
land. 

25 If thy brother be waxen poor, and sell some 
of his possession, then shall his kinsman 
that is next unto him come, and shall redeem 
that which his brother hath sold. And if 
a man have no one to redeem it, and he be 
waxen rich and find sufficient tn redeem it; 

27 then let him count the years of the sale 
thereof, and restore the m·crplus unto the 
man to whom he sold it; and he shall return 
unto his possession. But if he be not able 
to get it back for himself, then that which he 
hath sold shall remain in the hand of him 
that hath bought it until the year of ju bile: 
and in the ju bile it shall go out, and he shall 
return unto his possession. 

29 And if a man sell a dwelling house in a 
walled city, then he may redeem it within a 
whole year after it is sold; for a full year 
shall he have the right of redemption. And 
if it be not redeemed within the space of a 
full year, then the house that is in the 
walled city shall be made sure in perpetuity 
lo him that bought it, throughout his 
generations: it shall not go out in the 

31 ju bile. But the houses of the villages 
which have no wall round about them shall 
be reckoned with the fields of the country: 
they may be redeemed, and thry shall go 
out in the jubilc. Nevertheless the ritirs 
of the Levites, the houses of the cities of 
their possession, may the Levites redeem 

33 at any time. And if one of the Levites 
redeem, then the house that was sold, and 
the city of his possession, shall go out in the 
ju bile: for the houses of the cities of the 
Levites arc their possession among the chil
dren of Israel. But the field of the suburbs 
of their cities may not be sold; for it is 
their perpetual possession. 

35 And if thy brother be waxen poor, and 
his hand fail with thee; then thou shalt 
uphold him: as a stranger and a sojourner 
shall he live with thee. Take thou no usury 
oi him or increase; but fear thy God: that 
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thy brother may live with thee. Thou 
shalt not give him thy money upon usury, 
nor give him thy victuals for increase. I 38 
am the LORD your God, which brought you 
forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you 
the land of Canaan, to be your God. 

And if thy brother be waxen poor with 
thee, and sell himself unto thee; thou shall 
not make him to serve as a bondservant: 
as an hired servant, and as a sojourner, hr 40 
shall be with thee; he shall serve with thee 
unto the year of ju bile: then shall he go 
out from thee, he and his children with him, 
and shall return unto his own familv, and 
unto the possession of his fathers shall he 
return. For they are my servants, which I 42 
brought forth out of the land of Egypt: thcv 
shall not be sold as bondmen. Thou sha It 
not rule over him with rigour; but shalt 
fear thy God. And as for thy bondmen, 44 
and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt have; 
of the nations that are round about you, of 
them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. 
Moreover of the children of the strangers 
that do sojourn among you, of them shall 
ye buy, and of their families that are with 
you, which they have begotten in your land: 
and they shall be your possession. And 46 
ye shall make them an inheritance for your 
children after you, to hold for a possession; 
of them shall ye take your bondmen for 
ever: but over your brethren the children 
of Israel ye shall not rule, one over another, 
with rigour. 

And if a stranger or sojourner with thee 47 
be waxen rich, and thy brother be waxen 
poor beside him, and sell himself unto the 
stranger or sojourner with thee, or to the 
stock of the stranger's family: after that 
he is sold he may be redeemed; one of his 
brethren may redeem him: or his uncle, 49 
or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or any 
that is nigh of kin unto him of his family 
may redeem him; or if he be waxen rich, 
he ma v redeem himself. And he shall 
reckon ·with him that bought him from the 
year that he sold himself to him un!o the 
year of ju bile: and the price of his sale 
shall be according unto the number of 
years; according to the time of an hired 
servant shall he be with him. If there be 51 
yet many years, according unto them he 
shall give back the price of his redemption 
out of the money that he was bought for. 
And if there remain but few years unto the 
year of jubile, then he shall reckon with 
him; according unto his years shall he 
give back the price of his redemption. As a 53 
servant hired year by year shall he be with 
him: he shall not rule with rigour over him 
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in thv sight. And if he br not redeemed 
by th.esr mrans, then he shall go out in the 
year of ju bile, hr, and his children with him. 
For unto me the children of Israel are ser
,·ants; thcv are mv servants whom I 
brought forih out of ihe land of Egypt: I 
am the LORD vour God. 

Z6 Ye shall m<tke you no idols, ncit her shall 
.yc- rear you up a graven image, or a pillar, 
neither shall ye place any figured stone in 
vour land, to bow down unlo it: for I am 
ihe ·LORD your (;od. Ye shall keep my 
sabl1aths, and rc\Trencc my sanctuary: I 
am the LORD. 

3 If ye walk in my stalutes, and keep my 
commandments, and do them; then I will 
give your rains in their season, and the land 
shall vield her increase, and the trees of the 
field ·shall vicld their fruit. And vour 
threshing shall reach unto the vintage; and 
the vintage shall reach unto the sowing 
time: and ye shall cat your bread to the 

6 full, and dwell in vour land safeh·. And I 
will giw peace in the land, and ):C shall lie 
down, and none shall make you afraid: 
and I will ca use evil beasts to cease out of 
the land, neither shall the sword go through 
vour land. And ve shall chase vour ene
mies, and they shall fall before y~u by the 

8 sword. And fiw of you shall chase an 
hundred, and an hundred of vou shall chase 
ten thousand: and \'OUT enemies shall fall 
hdore vou b\• the s,\.ord. And I will have 
re>pect- unto. you, and make you fruitful, 
and multiply you; and will establish my 
covenant with vou. And ve shall eat old 
stnre long kept, and ye shall bring forth 

II tlw old because of the new. And I will set 
my tabernacle among you: and my soul 
shall not abhor rnu. And I will walk 
among you, and \Viii be your God, and ye 
shall be m'" people. I am the LORD your 
God, which brought you forth out of the 
bnd of Egypt, that ye should not be their 
bondmen; a ~d I have broken the bars of 
your yoke, and made you go upright. 
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over you; and ye shall flee when none pur
sueth you. And if ye will not yet for these 18 
things hearken unto me, then I will chas
tise you seven t imcs more for ·your sins. 
And I will break the pride of your power; 
and I will make your heaven as iron, and 
your earth as bra": and your strength 
shall be spent in vain: for your land shall 
not yield her increase, neither shall the trees 
of t'he land yield their fruit. And if ye 21 

walk contrary unlo me, and will not hearken 
unto me; I will bring seven Limes more 

"plagues upon you according to your sins. 
And I will send the beast of the field amon~ 
you, which shall rob you of your children, 
and destroy your cattle, and make you few 
in number; and vour wavs shall become 
desolate. And if 'by these things ye will 23 
not be reformed unto me, but will walk 
contrary unto me; then will I also walk 
contrary unto you; and I will smite you, 
e\'en I, seven times for your sins. And I 
will bring a sword upon you, that shall 
execute the vengeance of the covenant; 
and ye shall be gathered together within 
your cities: and I will send the pestilence 
among you; and ye shall be <le livered into 
the hand of the enemy. When I break 26 
your staff of bread, ten women shall bake 
your bread in one oven, and they shall de
liver your bread again by weight: and ye 
shall eat, and not he satisfied. 

And if ve will not for all this hearken unto 
me, hut '~alk contrary unto me; then I will 28 
walk contrary unto you in fury; and I also 
will chastise you seven times for your sins. 
And ye shall eat the llesh of your sons, and 
the fleslf of your daughters shall ye eat. 
And I will destroy your high places, and 
cut down your sun-images, and cast your 
carcases upon the carcases of your idoJs; 
and my soul shall abhor you. And I will 31 
make your cities a waste, and will bring 
your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I will 
not smell the savour of your sweel odours. 
And I will bring the land into desolation: 
and your enemies whirh dwell therein shall 

14 But if ye will not hearken unto me, and he aslonishe<l at it. And you will I scatter 33 
will not do all these rnmmandments; and among the nations, and I will draw out Lhr· 
if ye shall n·jcrL my statutes, and if your sword after you: and your land shall ye a 
snul abhor my judgements, so that ye will desolation, and your cities shall be a waste. 
not do all my commandments, but break Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as 

16 my nl\-cnant; I also will <lo this unto you; long as it lieth desolate, and ye he in your 
I will appoint terror over vou, even con- enemies' land; even then shall the Janel 
sumpLion and fever, that sh~ll consume the rest, and enjoy her sahbaths. As long as 35 
eyes, and make the soul to pine away: and it lieth desolate it shall have rest; even the 
ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your rest which it bad not in your sabbaths, when 
enemies shall eat it. And I will set my face ye dwelt upon it. And as for them that 
against you, and ye shall be smitten before are left of you, I will send a faintness into 
your enemies: they that hate you shall rule their heart in the lands of their enemieo. 
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and the sound of a driven leaf shall chase 
them; and they shall flee, as one fleeth 
from the,.sword; and they shall fall when 

37 none pursueth. And they shall stumble 
one upon another, as it were before the 
sword, when none pursueth: and ye shall 
have no power to stand before your enemies, 
and ye shall perish among the nations, and 
the land of your enemies shall eat you up. 

39 And they that are left of you shall pine 
away in their iniquity in your enemies' 
lands; and also in the iniquities of their 
fathers shall they pine away with them: 
And they shall confess their iniC]uity, and 
the ini']uity of their fathers, in their treS·· 
pass which they trespa_ssed against me, and 
also that because they have walked contrary 

41 unto me, I also walked contrary unto them, 
and brought them into the land of their 
enemies: if then their uncircumcised heart 
be humbled, and they then accept of the 
punishment of their iniquity; then will I 
remember my covenant with Jacob; and 
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also my covenant with Isaac, and also my 
covenant with Abraham will I remember; 
and I will remember the land. The land 43 
also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy 
her Sabbaths, while she lieth desolate with
out them; and they shall accept of the 
punishment of their iniquity: because, even 
because they rejected my judgements, and 
their soul abhorred my statutes. And yet 44 
for all that, when they be in the land of 
their enemies, I will not reject them, neither 
will I abhor them, to destrov them uttcrlv, 
and to break mv covenant with them: for. I 
am the LORD their Goel: but I will for their 
sakes remember the covenant of their an
cestors, whom I brought forth out of the 
land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, 
that I might be their God: I am the 
LORD. 

These arc the statutes and judgements 46 
and Jaws, which the LORD made between 
him and the children of Israel in mount 
Sinai by the hand of Moses. 

Appendix N. - Law of Vows and Tithes 
27 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, beast, of which they do not offer an oblation 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto the LORD, then he shall set the beast 
unto them, When a man shall accomplish before the priest: and the priest shall value 
a vow, the persons shall be for the LORD by it, whether it be good or bad: as thou the 
thy estimation. And thy estimation shall priest valucst it, so shall it be. But if he 
be of the male from twenty years old even will indeed redeem it, then he shall add the 
unto sixty years old, even thy estimation fifth part thereof unto thy estimation. 
shall be fifty she_kels of silver, after the And when a man shall sanctify his house 14 

4 shekel of the sanctuary. And if it be a to he holy unto the LORD, then the priest 
female then thy estimation shall be thirty shall estimate it, whether it be good or bad: 
shekels. And if it be from five years old as the priest shall estimate it, so shall it 
even unto twenty years old, then· thy esti- stand. And if he that sanctified it will 
mation shall be of the male twenty shekels, redeem his house, then he shall add the 
and for the female ten shekels. And if it fifth part of the money of thy estimation 
be from a month old even unto live years unto it, and it shall be his. 
old, then thy estimation shall be of the male And if a man shall sanctify unto the l(, 

live shekels of silver, and for the female thy LORD part of the field of his possession, then 
estimation shall be three shekels of silver. thy estimation shall be according to the 

7 And if it be from sixty years old and up- sowing thereof: the sowing of a homer of 
ward; if it be a male, then thy estimation barlev shall be valued at fiftv shekels of 
shall be fifteen shekels, and for the female silvei. If he sanctifv his li~lcl from the 
ten shekels. But if he be poorer than thy year of jubile, accorrfing to thy estimation 
estimation, then he shnll be set before the it shall stand. But if he sanctify his field 18 
priest, and the priest shall value him; ac- after the ju bile, then the priest shall reckon 
cording to the ability of him that vowed unto him the money according to the years 
shall the priest value him. that remain unto the year of jubile, and 

9 And if it be a beast, whereof men offer an abatement shall be made from thv csti-
an oblation unto the LORD, all that anv mation. And if he that sanctified the field 
man giveth of such unto the LORD shall be will indeed redeem it, then he shall add the 
holy. He shall not alter it, nor change it, fifth part of the money of thy estimation 
a good for a bad, or a bad for a good: and unto it, and it shall be assured to him. And 20 

if he shall at all change beast for beast, if he will not redeem the field, or if he have 
then both it nnd that for which it is changed sold the field to another man, it shall not 

u shall be holy. And if it be any unclean be redeemed any more: but the field, when 
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it gc1eth out in the jubile, shall be holy unto 
the LORD, as a field devoted; the possession 

22 therco[ shall be the priest's. And if he 
sanctif\· unto the LORD a field which he 
hath bought, which is not of the field of his 
pt1sscssion; then the priest shall reckon 
unto him the worth of thy estimation unto 
the ~·car oi ju bile: and he shall give thine 
e~timation in that day, as a holy thing unto 

"-1 the LORD. In the year of jubile the field 
shall return unto him of whom it was 
boug-ht. even to him to whom the possession 
nf the land bclongeth. t\nd all thy estima
ti<Jns shall be according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary: twentq~erahsshall be the shekel. 

26 Onlv the first ling among beasts, which is 
madr a first ling to the LORD, no man shall 
sanctify it; whether it be ox or sheep, it is 
the LoRD's. And i[ it be of an unclean 
beast, then he shall ransom it according lo 
thine estimation, and shall add unto it the 
fiith part thcrl'nf: or if it be not redeemed, 
then it sliall be sold according to thy esti
mation. 

Numbers 

Notwithstanding, no devoted thing, that 2b 

a man shall devote unto the LORD of all 
that he hath, whether of man or beast, or of 
the field of his possession, shall be sold or 
redeemed: every devoted thing is most 
holy unto the LORD. None devoted, which 
shall be devoted of men, shall be ransomed; 
he shall surely br put to death. 

And all the tithe of the land, whether of 3c 
the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the 
tree, is the LORD'S: it is holv unlo the 
LORD. And if a man will redeem aught 
of his tithe, he shall add unto it the fifth 
part thereof. And all the tithe of the herd 
or the flock, whatsoever passeth under the 
rod, the lenlh shall be holy unto the LORD. 
He shall not search whether it be good or 33 
bad, neither shall he change it: and if he 
change it at all, then both it and that for 
which it is changed shall he holy; it shall 
not be redeemed. 

These are the commandments, which the 34 
LORD commanded Moses for the children 
of Israel in mount Sinai. 

Appendix O. - Census and Ordering ·of the Tribes 
1 And the LORD spake unlo i'.Ioses in the I name: and they assembled all the congre- 18 

wildernes> of Sinai, in the tent of meeting, gation together on the first day of the second 
on the first day of the second month, in the month, and tlwy declared their pedigrees 
second year aficr they were come out of the after their families, by their fathers' houses, 
land o(Egypl. saying, Take ye the sum of according to the number of the names, 
all the congrc!(ation of the children of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, by their 
bv their families, lw their fathers' houses, polls. As thl' Lmm commanded J\Ioses, so 
according lo the mmi bcr of the names, e\·ery he numbered them in the wilderness of 

3 male. by their polls; from twenty years old Sinai. 
and upward. all that are able to go forth to And the children of Reuben, Israel's 20 

war in Israel. thou and Aaron shall number firstborn, their generations, by their fami-
them by their hosts. And with you there lies, by thi·ir fathers' houses, according to 
shall be a man of every tribe; e\"Cry one the number of the names, by their polls, 
head of his hthers' house. And these are every male from twenty years old and 
the names of the men that shall stand with upwar<l, all that were able to go forth to 
mu: of Reubl'n; Elizur the son of Shedeur. war; those that were nurnucrcd of them, of 

'-'()[Simeon; Shrlumicl the son of Zurishad- the tribe of Reuben, were forty and six 
dai. Of Tudah; Nahshon the son of thousand and fiye hundred . 
. •.mminada·h. Of Issachar; Nethanel the Of the children of Simeon, their genera- 22 

son of Zuar. Of Zcbulun; Eliab the son tions, by their families, by their fathers' 
of Helon. Of the children of Joseph: of houses, those that were numbered thereof. 
Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud: according to the number of lhe names, hy 
of Mana'Srh; Camalid the son o[ Pcdah- their polls, e\"ery male from twenty years 
zur. Of Benjamin; Ahidan the son o[ old and upward, all that were a Lie to go 

12 (;ideoni. Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of forth to war; those that were numbered of 
Ammi<hadclai. Of Asher; Pagiel the son them, of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty and 
of Ochran. Of (;ad; Eliasaph the son nine thousand and three hundred. 
of Deuel. Of Naphtali; Ahira the son of Of the children of Gad, their generations, 24 
Enan. These arc they that Wt"re called of hy their families, by their fathers' houses, 
the congregation, the princes of the tribes according lo. the number of the names, 
of their fathers; they were the heads of the [rom twenty years old ancl upward, all that 
thousands of Israel. And Moses and Aaron were able to go forth lo war; those that were 
took these men which are expressed by numbered of them, of the tribe of Gad, 
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were forty and five thousand six hundred houses, according to the number of the 
and fifty. names, from twenty years old and upwarJ, 

26 Of the children of Judah, their genera- all that were able to go forth to war; those 
tions, by their families, by their fathers' that were numbered of them, of the tribe of 
houses, according to the number of the Asher, were forty and one thousand and 
names, from twenty years old and upward, five hundred. 
all that were able to go forth to war; those Of the children of Naphtali, their genera- 42 
that were numbered of them, of the tribe tions, by their families, by their fathers' 
of Judah, were threescore and fourteen houses, according to the number of the 
thousand and six hundred. names, from twenty years old and upward, 

28 Of the children of Issachar, their genera- all that were able to go forth to war; those 
tions, by their families, by their fathers' that were numbered of them, of the tribe of 
houses, according lo the number of the Naphtali, were fifty and three thousand and 
names, from twenty years old and upward, four hundred. 
all that were able to go forth lo war; those These are they that were numbered, 44 
that were numbered of them, of the tribe which Moses and Aaron numbered, and 
of Issachar, were fifty and four thousand the princes of Israel, being twelve men: 
and four hundred. they were each one for his fathers' house. 

30 Of the children of Zebulun, their genera- So all they that were numbered of the 
tions, by their families, by their fathers' children of Israel by their fathers' houses, 
houses, according lo the number of the from twenty years old and upward, all 
names, from twenty years old and upward, that were able to go forth to war in Israel; 
all that were able lo go forth to war; those even all they that were numbered were six 
that were numbered of them, of the tribe of hundred thousand and three thousand and 
Zebulun, were fifty and seven thousand and five hundred and fifty. 
four hundred. · But the Levites after the tribe of their 47 

32 Of the children of Joseph, namely, of the fathers were not numbered among them. 
children of Ephraim, their generations, by For the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
their families, by their fathers' houses, Only the tribe of Levi thou shalt not num-
according to lhe number of the names, from ber, neither shalt thou take the sum of 
twenty years old and upward, all that were them among the children of Israel: but 50 
able to go forlh to war; those that were appoint thou the Levites over the tabrr-
numbered of them, of the tribe of Ephraim, nacle of the testimonv, and over all the 
were forty thousand and five hundred. furniture thereof, and over all thar be-

34 Of the children of Manasseh, their gener- longeth to it: they shall bear the taber-
ations, by their families, by their fathers' nacle, and all the furniture thereof; and 
houses, according to 'the number of the they shall minister unto it, and shall cn-
names, from twenty years old and upward, camp round about the tabernacle. And 51 
all that were able to go forth to war; those when the tabernacle setteth forward, the 
that were numbered of them, of the tribe Levites shall take it down: and when the 
of Manasseh, were thirty and two thousand tabernacle is to be pitched, the Le,·ites 
and two hundred. shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh 

36 Of the children of Benjamin, their genera- nigh shall be put to death. And the chil-
tions, by their families, by their fathers' dren of Israel shall pitch their tents, every 
houses, according to the number of the man by his own camp, and every man by 
names, from twenty years old and upward, his own standard, according lo their hosts. 
all that were able to go forth to war; those But the Levites shall pitch round about the 53 
that were numbered of them, of the tribe tabernacle of the testimonv, that there be 
of Benjamin, were thirty and five thousand no wrath upon the cong.regation of the 
and four hundred. children of Israel: and the Levites shall 

33 Of the children of Dan, their generations, keep the charge of the tabernacle of the 
by their families, by their fathers' houses, testimony. Thus did the children of 
according to the number of the names, from Israel; according to all that the LORD 
twenty years old and upward, all that were commanded Moses, so did they. 
able to go forth to war; those that were And the LORD spake unto Moses and 2 
numbered of them, of the tribe of Dan, unto Aaron, saying, The children of Israel 
were threescore and two thousand and shall pitch every man by his own standard, 
seven hundred. with the ensigns of their fathers' houses: 

40 Of the children of Asher, their genera- over against the tent of meeting shall they 
tions, by their families, by their fathers' pitch round about. And those that pitch 3 
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on the east side toward the sunrising shall 
be they of the standard of the camp of 
Judah, according to their hosts: and the 
prince of the children of Judah shall be 
Nahshon the son of Amminadab. And his 
host, and those that were numbered of 
them, were threescore and fourteen thou-

s sand and six hundred. And those that 
pitch next unto him shall be the tribe of 
Issachar: and the prince of the children 
of Issachar shall be Nethanel the son of 
Zuar: and his host, and those that were 
numbered thereof, were fifty and four 

7 thousand and four hundred: and the tribe 
of Zebulun: and the prince of the children 
of Zebulun shall be Eliab the son of Helon: 
and his host, and those that were numbered 
thereof, were fiftv and seven thousand and 
four hundred. All that were numbered of 
the camp of Judah were an hundred thou
sand and fourscore thousand and six thou
sand and four hundred, according to their 
hosts. Thev shall set forth first. 

IO On the south side shall be the stand:ird 
of the camp of Reuben according to their 
hosts: and the prince of the children of 
Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur. 
And his host, and those that were num
bered thereof, were fortv and six thousand 

12 and five hundred. And those that pitch 
next unto him shall be the tribe of Simeon: 
and the prince of the children of Simeon 
shall be Shelumicl the son of Zurishaddai: 
and his host, and those that were numbered 
of them, were fiftv and nine thousand and 

'4 three hundred: a~d the tribe of Gad: and 
the prince of the children of Gad shall he 
Eliasaph the son of Reuel: and his host, 
and those that were numbered of them, 
were fortv and five thousand and six hun
dred and

0

fiftv. All that were numbered of 
the camp of Reuben were an hundred 
thousand and fiftv and one thousand and 
four hundred and fifty, according to their 
hosts. And they shall set forth second. 

17 Then the tent of meeting shall set for
ward, with the ramp of the Levites in the 
midst of the camps: as they encamp, so 
shall they set forward, every man in his 
place, by their standards. 

18 On the west side shall be the standard 
of the camp of Ephraim according to their 
hosts: and the prince of the children of 

Numbers 

Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of 
Ammihud. And his host, and those that 
were numbered of them, were forty thou
sand and five hundred. And next unto 20 

him shall be the tribe of Manasseh: and 
the prince of the children of Manasseh 
shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur: 
and his host, and those that were numbered 
of them, were thirty and two thousand 
and two hundred: and the tribe of Ben- 22 

jam in: and the prince of the children 
of Benjamin shall be Abidan the son of 
Gi<leoni: and his host, and those that were 
numbered of them, were thirty and five 
thousand and four hundred. All that were 
numbered of the camp of Ephraim were 
an hundred thousand and eight thousand 
and an hundred, according lo their hosts. 
And they shall set forth third. 

On the north si<le shall be the standard 25 

of the camp of Dan according to their hosts: 
and the prince of the children of Dan shall 
be Ahiczer the son of Ammishaddai. And 
his host, and those that were numbered of 
them, were threescore and two thousand 
and seven hundred. And those that pitch 27 
next unto him shall be the tribe of Asher: 
and the prince of the children of Asher shall 
be Pagicl the son of Orhran: and his hosts, 
and those that were numbered of them, were 
fortv and one thousand and five hundred: 
and. the tribe of Naphtali: and the prince 
of the children of Naphtali shall be Ahira 
the son of Enan: and his host, and those 30 
that were numbered of them, were fifty and 
three thousand and four hundred. All that 
were numbered of the camp of Dan were 
an hundred thousand and fifty and seven 
thousand and six hundred. Thcv shall set 
forth hindmost bv their standards. 

These arc they that were numbered of 32 
the child.ren of Israel by their fathers' 
houses: all that were numbered of the 
camps acrording to their hosts were six 
hundred thousand and three thousand and 
five hundred and fifty. But the Levites 
were not numbered among the children of 
Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses. 
Thus did the children of Israel; according 34 
to all that the LORD commanded Moses, 
so they pitched by their standards, and so 
they set forward, every one by their families, 
according to their fathers' houses. 

Appendix P. - Census and Service of the Levites 
3 Now these arc the generations of Aaron I firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

and Moses in the day that the LORD spake These are the names of the sons of Aaron, 
with Moses in mount Sinai. And these arc the priests which were anointed, whom he 
the names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab the cor.secrated to minister in the priest's onicr. 
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l And Nadab and Abihu died before the 
LORD, when they offered strange fire before 
the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai, and 
they had no children: and Eleazar and 
Ithamar ministered in the priest's office in 
the presence of Aaron their father. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
5 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set them 

before Aaron the priest, that they may 
minister unto him. And they shall keep 
his charge, and the charge of the whole 
congregation before the tent oi meeting, 
to do the service of the tabernacle. And 
they shall keep all the furniture of the tent 
of meeting, and the charge of the children 
of Israei, to do the service of the tabernacle. 

9 And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron 
and to his sons: t.hey are wholly given unto 
him on the behalf of the children of Israel. 
And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, 
and they shall keep their priesthood: and 
the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put 
to death. 

n And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
And I, behold, I have taken the Levites 
from among the children of Israel instead 
of all the firstborn that openeth the womb 
among the children of Israel; and the 

r3 LeYites shall be mine: for all the firstborn 
are mine; on the dav that I smote all the 
firstborn in the land. of Egypt I hallowed 
unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both 
man and beast: mine they shall be; I am 
the LORD. 

14 And the LORD spake unto ]'doses in the 
wilderness of Sinai, saying, Number the 
children of Levi bv their fathers' houses, 
by their families: every male from a month 
old and upward shalt thou number them. 
And Moses numbered them according to 
the word cf the LORD,as he was commanded. 

17 And these were the sons of Lev! by their 
names; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari. 
And these are the names of the sons of 
Gershon by their families; Libni and 

19 Shimei. And the sons of Kohath by their 
families; Amram, and Izhar, Hebron, and 
Uz~iel. And the sons of Merari by their 
families; Mahli and Mushi. These are 
the familiee of the Levites according to 
their fathers' houses. 

21 Of Gershon was the family of the Lib
nites, and the family of the Shimeites: 
these arc the families of the Gershonites. 
Those that were numbered of them, accord
ing to the number of all the males, from a 
month old and upward, even those that 
were numbered of them were seven thou-

23 sand and five hundred. The families of 
tbe Gershonites shall pitch behind the 

->S Old Testament History 

tabernacle westward. And the prince o[ 
the fathers' house of the Gershonites shall 
be Eliasaph the son of Lael. And the 25 
charge of the sons of Gershon in the tent of 
meeting shall be the tabernacle, and the 
Tent, the covering thereof, and the Sl'reen 
for the door of the tent of meeting, and the 
hangings of the court, and the screen for 
the door of the court, which is bv the 
tabernacle, and by the altar round ~bout, 
and the cords of it for all the service thereof. 

And of Kohath was the family of the 27 
Amramites, and the family of the Izharites, 
and the family of the Hebronites, and the 
family of the Uzzielites: these arc the 
families of the Kohathites. According to 
the number of all the males, from a month 
old and upward, there were eight thousand 
and six hundred, keeping the charge of the 
sanctuary. The families of the sons of 29 
Kohath shall pitch on the side of the taber
nacle southward. And the prince of the 
fathers' house of the families of the Koha
thites shall be Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. 
And their charge shall be the ark, and the 31 
table, and the candlestick, anrl the altars, 
and the vessels of the sanctuarv wherewith 
they minister, and the screen, -and all the 
service thereof. And Eleazar the son of 
Aaron the priest shall be prince of the 
princes of the Ledtes, and have the over
sight of them that keep the charge of the 
sanctuarv. 

Of Merari was the family of the Mahlitcs, 33 
and the family of the Ivlushites: these are 
the families of Merari. And those that 
were numbered of them, according to the 
number of all the males, from a month old 
and upward, were six thousand and two 
hundred. And the prince of the fathers' 
house of the families of l\lcrari was Zuricl 
the son of Abihail: they shall pitch on the 
side of the tabernacle northward. And 36 
the appointed charge of the sons of Merari 
shall be the boards of the tabernacle, and 
the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, 
and the sockets thereof, and all the instru
ments thereof, and all the service thereof; 
and the pillars of the court round about, 
and their ~ockets, and their pins, and tht-ir 
cords. And those that pitch before the 38 
tabernacle eastward, before the tent of meet
ing toward the sunrising, shall be :\·loses, 
ancl Aaron and his sons, keeping the charg-c 
of the sanctuary for the charge of the chil
dren of Israel; and the stranger that l'Omelh 
nigh sha II be put to cleath. All that were 3g 
numbered of the Ledtes, which Moses and 
Aaron numbered at the commandment of 
the LORD, by their families, all the male9 
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irvm a monrh old and upward, were twenty 
in<l two thousand. 

. .\ncl the LoRD said unto l\foses, Number 
111 the firstborn males of the children of 
lsmel from a month ol<l and upward, and 
ake the number of their names. And thou 
•halt take the Le\"ites for me (I am the 
LORD) instead or all the firstborn among the 
·hildren of Israel; and the cattle of the 
.,e\"itcs instead of all the firstlings among 
he rattle of the children of Israel. And 
\loses numbered. as the LORD commanded 
1im, all the firstborn among the children 
1i Israel. And all the firstborn males 
lCcording to the number of names, from a 
nonth old and upward, of those that were 
1umbcrcd of them, were twenty and two 
hou>a nd l wo hundred and threescore and 
hirteen. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
rake the Lc\"itcs instead of all the firstborn 
1mong the children of Israel, and the cattle 
1f the Le,·ites instead of their cattle: and 
he Le\"itrs shall be mine; I am the LORD. 
\nd [or the redemption oi the two hundred 
ind threescore an<l thirteen of the firstborn 
1f the children of Israel, which are over and 
,bo\·e the number of the Levites, thou shalt 
ake five shekels apiece by the poll; after 
he 'hrkcl of the sanctuary shalt thou take 
hem *: and thou shalt give the money 
rherewith the odd number of them is 
edcemed unto c\aron and to his sons. And 
1loses took the redemption-money from 
hem that were over and above them that 
1·cre redeemed bv the Levites: from the 
irstborn of the children of Israel took he 
he monev; a thousand three hundred and 
hreescore and five shekels, after the shekel 
>I the sannuary: and Moses gave the re
lemption-money unto Aaron and to his 
rins, according to the word ol the LORD, 
s the LORD commanded Moses. 

And the Lo RD spake unto Moses and unto 
\aron, saying, Take the sum of the sons 
.r Kohath from among the sons ol Levi, 
l\' their families, bv their fathers' houses, 
~om thirty years old and upward even until 
ifty years old, all that enter upon the 
.<·rvice, to do the work in the tent of meet
n~. This is the service of the sons of 
-;ohath in the tent of meeting, about the 
nost holy thing:-;: when thr camp scttcth 
or.\·a rd, Aaron shall go in, and his sons, 
Lnd lhev shall take down the veil of the 
;rreen, ind cover the ark of the testimonv 
''ith it: and shall put thereon a covering 
>f sealskin, and shall spread over it a cloth 

*The •hekel is twenty gerahs. 

Numb era 

all of blue, and shall put in the staves 
thereof. And upon the table of shewbread 7 
they shall spread a cloth of blue, and put 
thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the 
bowls, and the cups to pour out withal: 
and the continual bread shall be thereon: 
and they shall spread upon them a cloth of 
scarlet, and cover the same with a covering 
of sealskin, and shall put in the staves 
thereof. And they shall take a cloth of 9 
blue, and cover the candlestick of the 
light, and its lamps, and its tongs, and its 
snuffdishcs, and all the oil vessels thereof, 
wherewith they minister unto it: and they 
shall put it and all the vessels thereof within 
a covering of sealskin, and shall put it upon 
the frame. And upon the golden altar n 
they shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover 
it with a covering of sealskin, and shall put 
in the staves thereof: and they shall take 
all the vessels of ministry, wherewith they 
minister in the sancluar:v, and put them in 
a cloth of blue, and cover them with a 
covering of sealskin, and shall put them on 
the frame. And they shall take away the 13 
ashes from the altar, and spread a purple 
doth thereon: and they shall put upon 
it all the vessels thereof, wherewith they 
minister about it, the firepans, the flesh
hooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all 
the vessels of the altar; and they shall 
spread upon it a covering of sealskin, and 
put in the staves thereof. And when 15 
Aaron and his sons have made an end ol 
covering the sanctuary, and all the furni
ture of the sanctuary, as the camp is to 
set forward; alter that, the sons of Kohath 
shall come to bear it: but thev shall not 
touch the sanctuaT)", lest they die. These 
things are the burden of the sons of Kohat h 
in the tent of meeting. And the diarge of 16 
Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall be 
the oil lor the light, and the sweet incense, 
and the continual meal offering, and the 
anointing oil, the charge of all. the taber
nacle, and of all that therein is, the sanc
tuary, and the furniture thereof. 

An<l the LORD spake unto Moses and '7 
unto Aaron, saying, Cut ye not off the.tribe 
of the families of the Kohathites from 
among the Levites: but thus <lo unto them, 
that they may live, and not die, when they 
approach unto the most holy things: Aaron 
and his sons shalt go in, and appoin~ them 
every one to his service and lo his burden: 
but they shall not go in to see the sanctuary 
even for a moment, lest they die. 

And the LORL spake unto Moses, saying, 21 

Take the sum of the sons of Gershon also, 
by their lathers' houses, by their families; 
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from thirty years old and upward until fifty 
years old shalt thou number them; all that 
enter in to wait upon the service, to do the 

24 work in the tent of meeting. This is the 
service of the families of the Gershonites, 
in serving and in bearing burdens: they 
shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, 
and the tent of meeting, its covering, and 
the covering of sealskin that is above upon 
it, and the screen for the door of the tent 

26 of meeting; and the hangings of the court, 
and the screen for the door of the gate of 
the court, which is by the tabernacle and 
by the altar round about, and their cords, 
and all I he instruments of their service, 
and what soever shall be done with them, 

27 therein shall they serve. At the command
ment of Aaron and his sons shall be all the 
service of the sons of the Gcrshoniles, in 
all their burden, and in all their service: 
and ye shall appoint unto them in charge all 
their burden. This is the service of the 
families of the sons of the Gcrshonitcs in 
the tent of meeting: and their charge shall 
be under the hand of lthamar the son of 
Aaron the priest. 

29 As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt 
number them by their families, by their 
fathers' houses; from thirty years old and 
up\\'ard even unto fifty ye'ars old shalt thou 
number them, every m1e that entereth 
upon the service, to do the work of the tent 

31 of meeting, And this is the charge of their 
burden, according to all their service in 
the tent of meeting; the boards of the 
tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the 
pillars thereof, and the sockets thereof; 
and the pillars of the court round about, 
and their sockets, and their pins, and their 
cords, with all their instruments, and with all 
their service: and by name ye shall appoint 
the instruments of the charge of their bur-

33 den. This is the service of the families of 
the sons of Merari, according lo all their ser
vice, in the tent of meeting, under the hand 
of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 

34 And Moses and Aaron and the princes 
of the congregation numbered the sons of 
the Kohathites by their, families, and by 
their fathers' houses, from thirty years old 
and upward even unto fifty years old, every 
one that entered upon the service, for work 
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in the tent of meeting: and those that were 36 
numbered of them by their families wlre 
two thousand seven hundred and fifty. 
These arc they that were numbered of the 
families of the Kohathites, all that did serve 
in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and 
Aaron numbered according to the com
mandment of the Lmrn by the hand of 
Moses. 

And those that were numbered of the 38 
sons of Gershon, by their families, and bv 
their fathers' houses, from thirty years old 
and upward even unto fifty years old, every 
one that entered upon the service, for work 
in the tent of meeting, even those that were 
numbered of them, by their families, by 
their fathers' houses, were two thousand 
and six hundred and thirty. These are 4r 
they that were numbered of the families 
of the sons of Gershon, all that did serve 
in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and 
Aaron numbered according to the com
mandment of the LORD. 

And those that were numbered of the 4~ 
families of the sons of Merari, by their 
families, by their fathers' houses, from 
thirty years old and upward even unto fifty 
years old, every one that entered upon the 
service, for work in the tent of meeting, 
even those that were numbered of them 44 
by their families, were three thousand and 
two hundred, These arc they that were 
numbered of the families of the sons of 
Mcrari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered 
according to the commandment of the 
LORD hy the hand of Moses. 

All those that were numbered of the 46 
Levites, whom Moses and Aarqn and the 
princes of Israel numbered, by their fami
lies, and by their fathers' houses, from thirty 
years old and upward even unto fifty 
years old, every one that entered in to do 
the work of service, and the work of bear
ing burdens in the tent of meeting, even 48 
those that were numbered of them, were 
eight thousand and five hundred and four
score. According to the commandment of 
the LORD they were numbered by the 
hand of Moses, every one according to his 
service, and according to his burden: thus 
were they numbered of him, as the LORD 
commanded Moses. 

Appendix Q. - Sundry Laws 

5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Command the children of Israel, that they 
put out of the camp every leper, and every 
one that hath an issue, and whosoever is 
unclean by the dead: both male and fe-

122 

male shall ye put out, without the camp 
shall ye put them; that they defile not 
their camp, in the midst whereof I dwelL 
And the children of Israel did so, and put 4 
them out without the camp: as the LORD 
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spake unto Moses, so did the children of 
Israel. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
6 Speak unto the children of Israel, When a 

n1an or woman shall comn1it any sin that 
men commit, to do a trespass against the 
LORD, and that soul be guilty; then they 
shall confess their sin which they have done: 
and he shall make restitution for his guilt 
in full, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, 
and give it unto him in respect of whom he 

8 hath been guilty. But if the man have 
no kinsman to whom restitution may be 
made for the guilt, the restitution for guilt 
which is made unto the LORD shall be the 
priest's; brsides the ram of the atonement, 
whereby atonement shall be made for him. 

9 .\nd C\·ery hea\T offering of all the holy 
things of the children of Israel, which they 
present unto the priest, shall be his. And 
every man's hallowed things shall be his: 
whatsoever any man giveth the priest, it 
shall be his. 
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thy husband, be thou free from this water 
of bitterness that causeth the curse: but 
if thou hast gone aside, being under thy 
husband, and if thou be defiled, and some 
man have lien with thee besides thine hus
band: then the priest shall cause the woman 21 
to swear with the oath of cursing, and the 
priest shall say unto the woman, The LORD 
make thee a curse and an oath among thy 
people, when the LORD doth make thy thigh 
to fall away, and thy belly lo swell; and 
this water that causeth the curse shall go 
into thy bowels, and make thy belly to 
swell, and thy thigh to fall away: and the 
woman shall say, Amen, Amen. And the 23 
priest shall write these curses in a book, 
and he shall blot them out into the water of 
bitterness: and he shall make the woman 
drink the water of bitterness that causeth 
the curse: a,.nd the water that causeth the 
curse shall enter into her and become 
bitter. And the priest shall take the meal 25 
offering of jealousy out of the woman's 
hand, and shall wave the meal offering 
before the LORD, and bring it unto the altar: 

And the LORD spake unto l\foses, saying, and the priest shall take an handful of the 
12 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say meal offering, as the memorial thereof, and 

unto them, If any man's wife go aside, and burn it upon the altar, and afterward shall 
commit a trespass against him, and a man make the woman drink the water. And 27 
lie with her carnall1·, and it be hid from the when he hath made her drink the water, 
eyes of her husbanil, and be k'<pl close, and then it shall come to pass, if she be defiled, 
she be defiled, and there be no witness and have committed a trespass against her 
against her, neither she be taken in the husband, that the water that causeth the 
act; and the spirit of jealousy come upon curse shall enter into her and become biller, 
him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall 
be defiled: or if the spirit of jealousy come fall away: and the woman shall be a curse 
upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, among her people. And if the woman be 28 

15 and she be not defiled: then shall the man not defiled, but be clean; then she shall 
bring his wife unto the priest, and shall be free, and shall conceive seed. This is 
bring her oblation for her, the tenth part the law of jealousy, when a wife, being 
nf an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour under her husband, goeth aside, and is 
no oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; defiled; or when the spirit of jealousy cometh 30 
for it is a meal offering of jealousy, a meal upon a man, and he be jealous over his 
olTering of memorial, bringing iniquity to wife; then shall he set the woman before 
remembrance. And the priest shall bring the LORD, and the priest shall execute upon 
her near, and set her before the LORD: her all this law. And the man shall be free 

17 and the priest shall take holy water in an from iniquity, and that woman shall bear 
earthen Yessel; and of the dust that is on her iniquity. 
the lloor of the tabernacle the priest shall And the LORD spake unto Moses, say- 6 
take, and put it into the water: and the ing, Speak unto the children of Israel, and 
pric•st shall set the woman before the LORD, say unto them, When either man or woman 
and let the hair o[ the woman's head go shall make a special vow, the vow of a 
loose, and put the meal offering of memorial N azirite, to separate himself unto the 
in her hands, which is the meal offering of LORD: he shall separate himself from wine 
jealousy: and the priest shall have in his and strong drink; he shall drink no vine-
hand the water of bitterness that causeth gar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, 

r9 the curse: and the priest shall cause her to neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, 
swear, and shall say unto the woman, If nor eat fresh grapes or dried. All the days 4 
no man have lien with thee, and if thou hast of his separation shall he eat nothing that 
not gone aside to uncleanness, being under is made of the grape-vine, from the kernels 
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even to the husk. All the days of his 
vow of separation there shall no razor 
come upon his head: until the days be 
fulfilled, in the which he separateth him
self unto the LORD, he shall be holy, he 
shall let the locks of the hair of his head 

6 grow long. All the days that he separateth 
himself unto the LORD he shall not come 
near to a dead body. He shall not make 
himself unclean for his father, or for his 
mother, for his brother, or for his sister, 
when they die: because his separation unto 
God is upon his head. All the days of his 
separation he is holy unto the LORD. 

9 And if any man die very suddenly beside 
him, and he defile the head of his separation; 
then he shall shave his head in the day of 
his cleansing, on the seventh day shall he 
shave it. And on the eighth day he shall 
bring two turtledoves, or •two young 
pigeons, to the priest, to the door of the 

II tent of meeting: and the priest shall offer 
one for a sin olTcring, and the other for a 
burnt offering, and make atonement for 
him, for that he sinned by reason of the 
dead, and shall hallow his head that 
same day. And he shall separate unto 
the LORD the days of his separation, and 
shall bring a he-lamb of the first year for 
a guilt offering: but the former days shall 
be void, because his separation was defiled. 

13 And this is the law of the Nazirite, when 
the days of his "eparation arc fulfilled: he 
shall be brought unto the door of the tent 
of meeting: and he shall oiler his oblation 
unto the LORD, one he-lamb of the first 
ye~r without blemish for a burnt offering, 
and one ewe-lamb of the first Year without 
blemish for a sin offering, a~d one ram 

15 without blemish for peace offerings, and a 
basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine 
!lour mingled with oil, and unleavened 
wafers anointed with oil, and their meal 
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offering, and their drink offerings. And 
the priest shall present them before the 
LORD, and shall offer his sin olTcring, and 
his burnt offering: and he shall offer the 17 
ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings unto 
the Lo1m, with the basket of unleavened 
bread: the priest shall offer also the meal 
offering thereof, and the drink offering 
thereof. And the Nazirite shall shave 
the head of his separation at the door of the 
tent of meeting, and shall take the hair of 
the !wad of his separation, and put it on the 
fire which is under the sacrifice of peace 
olTerings. And the priest shall take the 19 
sodden shoulder of the ram, and one un
lea venccl cake out of the basket, and one 
unleavened wafer, and shall put them upon 
the hands of the Nazirite, after he hath 
shaven the head of his sC'paration: and the 
priest shall wave them for a wave offering 
before the Lo1m; this is holy for the priest, 
together with the wave hrcast and heave 
thigh: and after th~t the Nazi rite may 
drink wine. This is the law of the Naziritc 21 

who vmYelh, and of his oblaiion unto the 
LORD for his separation, beside that \\"hich 
he is able to get: according lo his vow 
which he \'O\\"elh, so he must do after the 
law of his separation. 

And the WRD spake unto Moses, saying, 22 

Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, say
ing, On this wise ye shall bless the children 
of Israel; ye shall say unto them: 

Tile LORT! bless thee, and /1eep thee: 
The LORD make his face to shine upon 

thee, aud be gracious unto thee: 
The LORD lift up !tis cou11tena11ce upon 

thee, and give thee peace. 

So shall they put. my name upon the chi!- 27 
dren of Israel; and I will bless them. 

Appendix R. - Oblations at the Dedication of the Tabernacle 
7 And it came to pass on the day that them before the tabernacle. And the 

Moses had made an end of setting up the Lo;m spake unto Moses, saying, Take it 
tabernacle, and had anointed it and sane- of them, that they may be to do the sen·ice 
tified it, and al~ the furniture thereof, and of the tent of meeting; and thou shall 
the altar and all the vessels thereof, and give them unto the Levites, to every man 
had anointed them and sanctified them; according to his service. And Moses took 6 
that the princes of Israel, the heads of their the wagons and the oxen, and gave them 
fathers' houses, offered; these were the unto the Levites. rrwo wagons and four 
princes of the tribes, these arc they that oxen he gave unto the sons of Gershon, 

3 were over" them that were numbered: and according to their service: and four wagons 
they brought their oblation before the and eight oxen he gave unto the sons of 
LORD, six covered wagons, and twelve l\1erari, according unto their service, under 
oxen; a wa'lon for every two of the princes, the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the 
and for each one an ox: and they presented priest. But unto the sons of Kohath he 9 
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ga,·e none: because the service of the weight thereof was an hundred and thirty 
sanctuary belonged unto them; they bare shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 
it upon their shoulders. And the princes after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
offered for the ckdication of the altar in the them full of fine flour mingled with oil for 
day that it was anointed, even the princes a meal offering; one golden spoon of ten 32 
offered their oblation before the allar, And shekels, foll of incense; one young bullock, 
the LORD said unto Moses, They shall offer one ram, one he-lamb of the first year, 
their oblation, each prince on his day, for for a burnt offering; one male bf the goats 
the dL·dication of the altar. for a sin offering; and for the sacrifice of 

And he that offered his oblation the first peace olTerings, two oxen, Ii.Ye rams, fiw 
da,· was )J"ahshon the son of Amminadab, he-goats, live he-lambs of the fast year: 
of ·the tribe of Judah: and his oblation was this was the oblation of Elizur the son of 
vne silver charger, the weight thereof was Shedeur. 
an hundred an cl thirty shekels, one On the fifth day Shelumicl the son of 36 
sih·cr bowl of seventy shekels, after the Zurishaddai, prince of the children of 
shekel of the sanctual)'; both of them full Simeon: his oblation was one silver charger, 
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meal the weight thereof was an hundred and 
offering; one golden spoon of ten shekels, thirty shekels, one sil\'er bowl of seventy 
full of incense; one young bull"ock, one shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; 
ram, one lw-Jarnb of the first year, for a both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
burnt offering; one male of the goats for oil for a meal offering; one golden spoon 38 
a sin off,· ring; and for the sacrifice of of ten shekels, full of incense; o.ne young 
prace otforings, two oxen, five rams, five bullock, one ram, one he-lamb of the first 
he-goats, li1·e he-lambs of the first year: year, for a burnt offering; one male of lhe 
this was th<" oblation of Nahshon the son of goats for a sin offering; and for the sacri-
:\mminadab. fice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 

On Lhe >ccnnd day Kethanel the son of five he-goats, live he-lambs of the first 
Zuar, prince of Issachar, did offer: he year: this was the oblation of Shelumiel 
offered for his oblation one silver charger, the son of Zurishaddai. · 
the weight tlwreof was an hundred and On the sixth day Eliasaph the son of 4> 
thirty shekel>, one sih·er bowl of seventy Deuel, prince of the children of Gad: his 
sliekels, afL..·r the shekel of the sanctuarv; oblation was one silwr charger, the weight 
both of thL·m full of Line flour mingled with thereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, 
oil fer a me"I nffcring; one golden spoon of one silver bowl of seventy shekels, afler 
ten shekels, full of incense; one young the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them 
bullock, one ram, one he-lamb of the first full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meal 
year, for a burnt offering; one male of the olTering; one golden spoon of ten shekels, 44 
goats for a ,in ofTering; and for the sarri- full of incense; one young bullock, one ram, 
fice of peace ,,ffcrings, two oxen, live rams, one he-lamb of the first year, for a burnt 
five he-goats, live he-lambs of the first year: offering; one male of the goats for a sin 
this was the oblation of Nethanel the son of olTering; and for the sacrifice of peace 
Zuar. offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, 

On Lhe third clay Eliab the son of Helon, five he-lambs of the first year: this was the 
l'rincc of the children of Zebulun: his ob- oblation of Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 
lation was one silver charger, the weight On the seventh day Elisharila the son of 48 
thereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, Ammihud, prince of the children of Eph-
one sih·er hmd of &·venty shekels, after the raim: his oblation was one silver charger, 
shekel of the sanctuan•; both of them full the weight thereof was an hundred and 
of line flour mingled ·with oil for a meal thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
ufTcring; one golden spoon of ten shekels, shekels, after the shekel of the sanrluary; 
full of ino:ensc; one young bullock, one both of them full of tine flour mingled \I ith 
ram, one he-lamb of the first year, for a oil for a meal offering; one golden spoon of 50 
burnt offering; one male of the goats for ten shekels, full of incense; one young 
a >in offering; and for the sacrifice of peace bullock, one ram, one he-lamb of the first 
olTerings, two oxen, five rams, five he.goats, rear, for a burnt oflcring; one male of the 
fi,·c he-lambs of tlw first year: this was the goats for a sin offering; and for the sacri-
oblation of Eliab the son of Hclon. fice of peace Cilfferings, two oxen, five rums, 

On the fourth day Elizur the son of She- five he-goats, live he-lamb• of the first year: 
dcur, prince of the children of Reuben: this was the oblation of Elishalna the son of 
his oblation was one silver charger, the Ammihud. 
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54 On the eighth day Gamaliel the son of 
Pedahzur, prince of the children of Manas
seh: his oblation was one silver charger, 
the weight thereof was an hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, afler the shekel of the Mncluary; 
both of thc·.in full of fine llour mingled with 

56 oil for a meal ollering; one golden spoon 
of Len shekels, full of incense; one young 
bullock, one ram, one he-lamb of the first 
year, for a burnt olTcring; one male of the 
goals for a sin ollering; and for the sacri
fice of peace olTerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five he-goals, five he-lambs of the first year: 
this was lhe oblation of Gamaliel the son of 
Pedahzur. 

60 On the ninth day Abidan the son of 
Gideoni, prince of the children of Benjamin: 
his oblation was one silver charger, the 
weight thereof was an hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 
hfter the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
them full of fine llour mingled with oil for 

62 a meal ollering; one golden spoon of ten 
shekels, full of incense; one young bullock, 
one ram, one he-lamb of the first year, for 
a burnt olTering; one male of the goats 
,for a sin ollering; and for the sacrifice of 
peace o:Tcring..;, two oxen, five rams, five 
he-goals, five he-lambs of the first year: 
this was the oblation of Abidan the son of 
Gidconi. 

66 On the tenth day Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai, prince of lhe children of 
Dan: his oblation was one silver charger, 
the weight thereof was an hundred and 
thirly shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, afler the shekel of Lhe sanctuary; 
both of them full of fine flour mingled with 

68 oil for a meal ollering; one golden spoon 
of ten shekels, full of incense; one young 
bullock, one ram, one he-lamb of the first 
year, for a burnt offering; one male of the 
goats for a sin olTcring; and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five 
he-goats, five he-lambs of the first year: 
Lhis was the oblation of Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai. 

72 On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of 
Ochran, prince of the children of Asher: 
his oblation was one silver charger, the 
weight thereof was an hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 
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after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
them full of fine llour mingled with oil for a 
meal ollering; one golden spoon of ten 74 
shekels, full of incense; one young bullock, 
one ram, one he-lamb of lhe first year, for a 
burnt ollering; one male of lhe goats for 
a sin ollering; and for lhe sacrifice of peace 
oJTcrings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, 
live he-lambs of lhe first year: Lhis was the 
oblation of Pagicl the son of Ochran. 

On the twelfth day A\1ira the son of 78 
Enan, prince of the children of Naphtali: 
his oblation was one silver charger, the 
weight thereof was an hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 
after the shekel of Lhe sanctuary; both of 
them full of fine llour mingled with oil for 
a meal offering; one golden spoon of ten 80 
shekels, full of incense; one young bullock, 
one ram, one he-lamb of the first year, for 
a burnt ollering; one male of the goals for 
a sin ollering; and for the sacrifice of peace 
ofTcrings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, 
five he-lambs of lhe first year: this was the 
oblation of Ahira the son of Enan. 

This was the dedication of the altar, in i!4 
the day when it was anointed, by the princes 
of Israel: twelve silver chargers, twelvt· 
silver bowls, twelve golden spoons: each 
silver charger weighing an hundred and 
thirty shekels, and each bowl seven Ly: 
all the silver of the vessels two thousand and 
four hundred shekels, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary; the twelve golden spoons, full of 86 
incense, weighing ten shekels apiece, afler 
the shekel of the sanctuary: all the gold of 
the spoons an hundred and twenty shekels: 
all the oxen for the burnt offering twelve 
bullocks, the rams twelve, the he-lambs 
of the first year twelve, and their meal oller
ing: and the males of Lhe goats for a sin 
ollcring twelve: and all the oxen for the RR 
sacrifice of peace ollerings twenly and four 
bullocks, the rams sixty, the he-goats 
sixty, the he-lambs of the first year sixly. 
This was the dedication of the altar, afler 
that it was anointed. 

And when Moses went into the tent of 89 
meeting to speak with him, then he heard 
the Voice speaking unto him from above 
the mercy-scat that was upon the ark of 
the testimonv, from between the two cheru
bim: and he spake unto him. 

Appendix S. - Ritual of Priestly Service 

Speak unto Aaron, and say unlo him, When thereof so as to give light in front of the 
8 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, I And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps 

thou lightest· the lamps, the seven lamps candlestick, as the LORD commanded 
shall give light in front of the candlestick. Moses. And this was the work of the 4 
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candlestick, beaten work of gold; unto the 
base thereof, and unto the flowers thereof, 
it was beaten work: according unto the 
pattern which the LORD had shewed Moses, 
so he made the candlestick. 

5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Take the Levites from among the children 
of Israel, and cleanse them. And thus 
shalt thou do unto them, to cleanse them: 
sprinkle the water of expiation upon them, 
and let them cause a razor to pass over all 
their flesh, and let them wash their clothes, 

B and cleanse themselves. Then let them 
take a young bullock, and its meal offering, 
fine flour mingled with oil, and another 
young bullock shalt thou take for a sin 
ofTcring. And thou shalt present the 
Levites before the tent of meeting: and thou 
shalt assemble the whole congregation of 

o the children of Israel: and thou shalt 
present the Le,·ites before the LORD: and 
the children of Israel shall lay their hands 
upon the Levites: and Aaron shall ofTer 
the Levites before the LORD for a Wa\·e 
offering, on the behalf of the children of 
Israel, that they may be lo do the service 

2 of the LORD. And the Levites shall lay 
their hands upon the heads of the bullocks: 
and offer thou the one for a sin ofTering, 
and the other for a burnt offering, unto the 
LORD, to make atonement for the Levites. 
And thou shalt sci the Levites before Aaron, 
and before his sons, and offer them for a 

4 wave offering unto the LORD. Thus shalt 
thou separate the Levites from among the 
children of Israel: and the Levites shall be 
mine. And after that shall the Levites go 
in to do the service of the tent of meeting: 
and thou shalt cleanse them, and offer them 
for a wave ofTering. For they are wholly 
given unto me from among the children of 
Israel; instead of all that openeth the 
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womb, even the firstborn of all the children 
of Israel. have I taken them unto me. For 17 
all the firstborn among the children of 
Israel arc 1nine, both man and beast: on 
the day that I smote all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt I _sanctified them for myself. 
And I have taken the Levites instead of all 
the firstborn among the children of Israel. 
And 1 have gh·en the Levites as a gift lo 19 
Aaron and to his sons from among the 
children of Israel, lo do the service of the 
children of Israel in the lent of meeting, and 
to make atonement for the children of 
Israel: that there Le no plague among the 
children of Israel, when the children of 
Israel come nigh unto the sanctuary. Thus 20 

did Moses, and Aaron, and all the congre
gation of the children of Israel, unto the 
Levites: according unto all that the LORD 
commanded Moses touching the Levites, 
so did the children of Israel unto them. 
And the LCYiles purified themselves from 
sin, and they washed their clothes; and 
Aaron ofTered them for a wave olTering 
before the LORD; and Aaron made atone
ment for them to cleanse them. And afler 22 

that went the Levites in lo do their service 
in the tent of meeting before Aaron, and 
before his sons: as the LORD had com
manded Moses concerning the Levites, so 
did thev unto them. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
This is that which bclongelh unto the Le- 24 
vites: from twenty and five years old and 
upward they shall go in to wait upon the ser
vice in the work of the tent of meeting: and 
from the age of fifty years they shall cease 
wailing upon the work, and shall serve no 
more; but shall minister with their brethren 26 
in the tent of meeting, to keep the charge, 
and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou do 
unto the Levilcs touching their charges. 

Appendix T. - Ordinance of the Supplementary Passover 
~ And the LORD spake unto Moses in the 

wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the 
second year after they were come out of 
the land of Egypt, saying, Moreover let the 
children of Israel keep the passover in its 
appointed season. In the fourteenth day 
of this month, at even, ye shall keep it in 
its appointed season: according to all the 
statutes of it, and according to all the ordi-

4 nances thereof, shall ye keep it. And 
:\loses spake unto the children of Israel, 
that they should keep the passover. And 
they kept the passover in the first month, 
on the fourteenth day of the month, at 
even, in the wilderness of Sinai: according 

lo all that the Lo1m commanded Moses, 
so did the children of Israel. And there 
were certain men, who were unclean by the 
dead body of a man, so that they could not 
keep the passover on that day: and they 
came before Moses and before Aaron on 
that day: and those men said unto him, 7 
We are unclean by the dead .body of a 
man: wherefore are we kept back, that we 
may not ofTcr the oblation of the LORD in 
its appointed season among the children of 
Israel? And Moses said unto them, Stay 
ye; that I may hear what the LORD will 
command concerning you. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, say- 9 
127 



Numbers 

ing, Speak unto the children of I~rael, 
saying, If any man of you or of your genera
tions shall be unclean by reason of a dead 
body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he 
shall keep the passover unto the LORD: 
in the second month on the fourlecnlh day 
at even they shall keep i!; they shall cat 
it with unleavened bread and biller herbs: 

"'lhcy shall leave none of it unto the morning, 
nor break a bone thereof: according lo all 
the statute of the passover they shall keep 
it. But the man that is clean, and is not 
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in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the 
passover, that soul shall be cut ofl from his 
people: because he oflered nol the oblation 
of the LORD in its appointed season, that 
man shall bear his sin. And if a stranger q 
shall sojourn among you, and will keep lhc 
passover unlo the LORD; according lo lhc 
statute of the passover, and according to 
the ordinance thereof, so shall he do: ve 
shall have one statute, bolh for the 
stranger, and for him that is born in the 
Jami. 

BOOK IV.-THE THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS' WANDERING IN THE 
WILIJERNESS 

15 And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud co\·ered the tabernacle, 
even the tent of the testimony: and at even it was upon the tabernacle as it were the 

Advance 
from Sinai 

appearance of fire, until morning. So it was alway: the cloud covered 
it, and the appearance of fire by night. And whenever the cloud was taken 
up from over the Tent, then after that the children of Israel journeyed: and 

in the place where the cloud abode, there the children of Israel encamped. At the com
mandment of the LORD the children of Israel journeyed, andat the commandment of the 
LORD they encamped: as long as the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they remained 

19 encamped. And when the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle many days, then the chil
dren of Israel kept the charg,' of the LORD, and journeyed not. And sometimes the 
cloud was a few days upon the tabernacle; then according to the commandment of 
the LORD they remained encamped, and according to the commandment of the LORD 
they journeyed. And sometimes the cloud was from evening until morning; and 
when the cloud was taken up in the morning, they journeyed: or if it continued by 

22 day and by night, when the cloud was taken up, they journeyed. Whether it were 
two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, abiding 
thereon, the children of Israel remained encamped, and journeyed not: but when it 
was taken up, they journeyed. At the commandment of the LORD they encamped, 
and at the commandment of the LORD they journeyed: they kept the charge of the 
LORD, at the commandment of the LORD by the hand of l\foses. 

10 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, l\Iake thee two trumpets of sih-cr; of 
beaten work shalt thou make them: and thou shalt use them for the calling of the con
gregation, and for the journeying of the camps. And when they shall blow with them, 
all the congregation shall gather themselves unto thee at the door of the tent of mect-

4 ing. And if they blow but with one, then the princes, the heads of the thousands of 
Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee. And when ye blow an alarm, the camps 
that lie on the east side shall take their journey. And when ye blow an alarm the 
second time, the camps that lie on the south side shall take their journey: they shall 

7 blow an alarm for their journeys. But when the assembly is to be gathered together, 
ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alann. And the sons of Aaron, the priests, 
shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for a statute for ever through
out your generations. And when ye go to war in your land against the ach·ersary 
that oppresseth you, then ye shall sound an alarm with the trwnpcts; and ye shall 
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be rem~m be red before the LORD your God, and ve shall be saved from your enemies. 
Also in the day of your gladness, and in your set feasts, and in the beginnings of your 10 

months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sac
ritices of your peace offerings; and they shall be to you for a memorial before your 
Gorl: I am the LORD your God . 

.-\nd it came to pass in the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth 11 

<lay of the month, that the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle of the testi
nrnny. And the children of Israel set forward according to their journeys out of.the 
wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud abode in the wilderness of Paran. And they first 
took their journey according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses. 
And in the first place the standard of the camp of the children of Judah set forwar<l q 
according to their hosts: and over his host was Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 
And owr the host of the tribe of the children of Issachar was Nethanel the son of 
Zuar. And o\-er the host of the tribe of the children of Zebulun was Elw.b the son 
of Hdon. And the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the 17 
sons of Merari, who bare the tabernacle, set forward. And the standard of the camp 
of Reuben set forward according to their hosts: and over his host was Elizur the 
son of Shedcur. And over the host of the tribe of the children of Simeon was She
lumicl the son of Zurishaddai. And over the host of the tribe of the children of Gad 20 

was Eliasaph the son of Deuel. And the Kohathites set forward, bearing the sanctuary: 
and the other did set up the tabernacle against they came. And the standard of the 
camp of the children of Ephraim set forward according to their hosts: and over his 
host was Elishama the son of Ammihud. And over the host of the tribe of the chil
dren of l\Ianasseh was Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. And over the host of the tribe 24 

of the children of Benjamin was Abidan the son of Gideoni. And the standard of 
the camp of the children of Dan, which was the rearward of all the camps, set forward 
accordin~ to their hosts: and u\'er his host was Ahiezer the son of Ammishadclai. 
And over the host of the tribe of the children of Asher was Pa11:icl the son of Ochran. 26 
And o\·er the host of the tribe of the children of Naphtali was Ahira the son of Enan. 
Thus were the journeyings of the children of Israel according to their hosts; and 
they set forward. 

And l\Ioses said unto Hobab, the son of Reuel the l\Iidianite, :Moses' father in 29 
law, We are journeying unto the place of which the LORD said, I will give it you: 
come thou with us, and we will do thee good: for the LORD hath spoken good concern· 
ing Israel. And he said unto him, I will not go; but I will depart to mine own land, 
and tomykindred. And he said, Leave us not, I pray thee; forasmuch as thou know-3' 
est how we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou shalt be to us instead of eyes. 
And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what good soe\'er the Lorn> 
shall do unto us, the same will we do unto thee. 

And they set forward from the mount of the LORD three days' journey; and the 33 
ark of the co,·enant of the LORD went before them three days' journey, to seek out a 
resting place for them. And the cloud of the LoRD was over them by day, when they 
set for\\'ard from the camp. And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that 
\loses said: 

Rise up, 0 LORD, 
And let thine enemies be scattered; 
And let them that hate thee fiee before thee. 

And when it rested, he said: 

g 

Return, 0 LORD, 
Unto the ten thousands of the thousands of Israel. 
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11 And the people were as murmurers, speaking evil in the ears of the LORD: and when 
. . the LORD heard it, his anger was kindled; and the lire of the LORD burnt 

~~~:!::ing among them, and devoured in the uttermost part of the camp. And the 
people cried unto Moses; and Moses prayed unto the LORD, and the fire 

abated. ·And the name of that place was called 'Taberah': because the lire of the 
LORD 'burnt' among them. 

4 And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of 
Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? We remember the 
fish, which we did eat in Egypt for nought; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the 
leeks, and the onions, and the garlick: but now our soul is dried away; there is 

7 nothing at· all: we have nought save this manna to look to. And the manna wac 
like coriander seed, and the appearance thereof as the appearance of bdellium. Th~ 
people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in mortars, and 
seethed it in pots, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh 

10 oil. And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it. And 
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, every man at the door 
of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; and Moses was dis
pleased. And Moses said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou evil entreated thy 
servant? and wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou la yest the 

12 burden of all this people upon me? Have I conceived all this people? have I brought 
them forth, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing
father carrieth the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their fathers? 
Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep unto me, say
ing, Give us flesh, that we may eat. I am not able to bear all this people alone, 
because it is too heavy for me. And if thou deal thus with me, kiil me, I pray thee, 
out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness. 

16 And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of 
Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people and officers over them; 
and bring them unto the tent of meeting, that they may stand there with thee. And 
I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is 
upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people 

18 with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone. And say thou unto the people, Sanctify 
yourselves against to-morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of 
the LORD, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: 
therefore the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. Ye shall not eat one day, 
nor two days, nor live days, neither ten days, nor twenty days; but a whole month, 
until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye 
have rejected the LORD which is among you, and have wept before him, saying, 

21 Why came we forth out of Egypt? And Moses said, The people, among whom I 
am, are six hundred thousand footmen; and thou hast said, I will give them flesh, 
that they may eat a whole month. Shall flocks and herds be slain for them, to 
suffice them? or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice 
them? 

23 And the LORD said unto Moses, Is the LORD'S hand waxed short? now shalt thou 
see whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not. And Meses went out, 
and told the people the words of the LORD: and he gathered seventy ni~n of the ciders 
of the people, and set them round about the Tent. And the LORD came down in the 
cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, aild put it upon 
the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they 

26 prophesied, but they did so no more. But there remained two men in the camp, 
the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad: and the spirit 
rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but had not gone out 
unto the Tent: and they prophesied in the camp. And there ran a young man, and 
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tolrl l\loses, and said, Eldad and l\fedad do prophesy in the camp. And Joshua the 
son of Nun, the minister of l\·[oses, one of his chosen men, answered and said, l\ly 
lord l\Ioscs, forbid them. And l\Ioses said unto him, Art thou jealous for my sake? 29 

would God that all the LORD'S people were prophets, that the LORD would put his 
spirit upon them! And Moses gat him into the camp, he and the elders of Israel. 
irnd there \Yent forth a wind from the LORD, and brought quails from the sea, and 
let them fall by the camp, about a day's journey on this side, anrl a day's journey on 
the other side, round about the camp, and about two cubits above the face of the earth. 
And the people rose up all that day, and all the night, and all the next day, and 32 
gathered the quails: he that gathered least gathered ten homers: and they spread 
t!iem all abroad for themselves round about the camp. While the flesh was yet be
tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, the anger of the LORD was kindled against the 
people, and the LORD smote the people with a very great plague. And the name of 
that place was called 'Kibroth-hattaavah': because there they 'buried' the people 
that 'lusted.' 

From Kibroth-hattaavah the people journeyed unto Hazeroth; and they abode at 35 
Ilazeroth. 

And l\Iiriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom 12 
he had married: for he had married a Cushite woman. And they sai<l, Hath the 
LoRD indeed spoken only with l\Ioses? hath he not spoken also with us, And the 
LORD heard it. Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were 
upon the face of the earth. And the LORD spake suddenly unto :\loses, and unto 4 
Aaron, and unto l\Iiriam, Come out ye three unto the tent of meeting. And they 
three came out. And the LORD came down in a pillar of clourl, and stood al the door 
of the Tent, and callerl Aaron and l\Iiriam: and they both came forth. And he said, 
fh·ar now my words: if there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself 
known unto him in a vis' on, I will speak with him in a dream. My servant Moses 7 
is not so; he is faithful in all mine house: with him will I speak mouth to mouth, 
en·n manifestly, and not in rlark speeches; and the form of the Lo RD shall he behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant, against ;\loses? And 
the anger of the LoRD was kin<llerl against them; and he clcpartccl. And the cloud 
removed from m·er the Tent; and, behold, l\Iiriam was leprous, as white as snow: 
ancl Aaron lookecl upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. And Aaron said unto" 
:'.\loses, Oh my lord, lay not, I pray thee, sin upon us, for that we have clone foolishly, 
and for that we haYe sinned. Let her not, I pray, be as one dead, of whom the flesh 
is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb. And l\Ioses cried unto 
the LORD, saying, Heal her, 0 God, I beseech thee. And the LORD said unto l\Ioscs, q 
lf her father harl but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days; kt 
her be shut up without the camp sevea days, and after that she shall be brought in 
again. And Miriam was shut up without the camp seven days: and the people 
journeyerl not till :'.\liriam was brought in again. And afterward the people journeyed 
from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of l'aran. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou men, that they may 'P'" 13 
out the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every trilic of their 
fathers shall ye send a man, every one a prince among them. And ~loses sent them 
from the wilderness of Paran according to the commandment of the LORD: all of 
them men who were heads of the children of Israel. Anrl these were their names:~ 
of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur. Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat 
the son of Hori. Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunnch. Of the tribe 
of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph. Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of 8 
Nun. Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu. Of the tribe of Zcbulun, 
Gaddie! the son of Sodi. Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of Manasseh, 
Gaddi the son of Susi. Of the tribe of Dan, Ammie! the son of Gemalli. Of the 12 
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tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael. Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahl.ii the son 
16 of Vophsi. Of the tribe of Ga<l, Gcuel the son of Machi. These are the names of 

the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called 1-loshea the son 
of Nun Joshua. And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto 
them, Get you up this way by the South, and go up into the mountains, and sec the 
land, what it is; and the people that dwellcth therein, whether they be strong or 

19 weak, whether they be few or many; and what the land is that they dwell in, whether 
it be good or bad; and what cities they be that they dwell in, whether in camps, or 
in strong holds; and what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood 
therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now 
the time was the Lime of the firstripe grapes. So they went up, and spied out the Janel 

22 fr()m the wilderness of Zin unto Rchob, to the entering in of Hamath. And they went 
up by the South, and came unto Hebron*; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the 
children of Anak, were there. And they came unto the valley of Eshcol, and cul down 
from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it upon a staff be-

24 tween two; they brought also of the pomegranates, and of the figs. That place 
was called the valley of 'Esh col,' because of the 'cluster' which the children of Israel 
cut down from thence. And they returned from spying out the land at the end of 
forty days. And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the con
gregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; anr:I 
brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the 

27 fruit of the land. And they told him; and said, We came unto the land whither thou 
sen test us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. 
Howbeit the people that dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fenced, and 
very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there. Amalek dwc:llcth in 
the land of the South: and the Hittite, and the Jebusite, and the Amorilc, dwell in 
the mountains: and the Canaanite dwelleth by the sea, and along by lhc side of 

30 Jordan. And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up al 
once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. But the men that went up 
with him said, \Ve be not able to go up against the people; for they arc stronger tlw.n 
we. And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had spied out unlo 
the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, 
is a land that eatcth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in 

33 it are men of great stature. And there we saw the Nephilim, the sons of :\nak, 
which come of the Nephilim: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and su 
we were in their sight. 

14 And all the congregation Ii ftcd up their voice, and cried; and the people \Yep I 
that night. And all the children of Israel murmured against l\Ioses and against 
Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had dieil 
in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! And whrrc
fore doth the LORD bring us unto this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives anil 

4 our little ones shall be a prey: were it not better for us to return into Egypt? ,\nu 
they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt. Then 
l\loscs and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of 
the children of Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jcphunnch, 
which were of them that spied out the land, rent their clothes: and they spake unto 
all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed 

8 through to spy it out, is an exceeding good land. If the LoRn delight in us, then he 
will bring us into this land, and give it unto us; a land which lloweth with milk and 
honey. Only rebel not against the LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for 
they are bread for us: their defence is removed from over them, and the LORD is 
with us: fear them not. But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. 

*Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt. 
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:\nd the glory of the LORD appeared in the tent of meeting unto nil the children of 
Israel. 

.-\nd the Lo1m said unto Moses, How long will this people despise me? and how II 
lon.g will they nut believe in me, for all the signs which I have wrought among them? 
I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a 
nation grrakr and mightier than they. And !'doses said unto the LORD, Then the 
Egyptians shall hear it; for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from arl'ong 
them; and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this lan.d: they have heard that thou 1 • 

I.oRn art in th.e midst of this people; for thou LORD art seen face to face, and thy 
cloud standeth m·er them, and thou gocst bdore them, in a pillar of cloud by dav, 
anti in a pillar of fire by night. Now if thou shalt kill this people as one man, then 
the nations which ha1·e heard the fame of thee will speak, saying, Because the LORD 
was not able to bring this people into the land which he swarc unto them, therefore 
he hath slain them in the wiklcrness. And now, I pray thee, let the power of the 17 

LORD be great, according as thou hast spoken, saying, The LORD is slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy, forgil·in,g iniquity and transgression, and that will by no 
mean,; cku the guilty; Yisiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, upon 
the third and up,m the fourth generation. Pardon, I pray thee, the iniquity of this 
P''ople according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and according as thou hast for
gi1·en this people, from Egypt even until now. And the LoRD said, I have pardoned 20 

arcordin.~ to thy word: but in very deed, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of the LoRn; because all those men which have seen my ,:?;lory, and 
my signs, whirh I 11Tought in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have tempted me these 
trn times, and ha,·e not hearkened to my Yoice; surely they shall not sec the land 23 
which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that despised me see it: 
b11t my ;crl'ant Caleb, because he haJ another spirit with him, and hath followed 
me fully, him will I ln'in11: into the land wherein to he went; and his seed shall possess 
it. :'\ow the Amalckite and the Canaanite dwell in the valley: to-morrow turn ye, 
and 11:ct you into the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea. 

:\ncl the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, How long sha!l I bear 26 
11·ith thi.< nil congregation, which murmur against me? I have heard the murmur
in~s of the children of Israel, which they murmur against me. Say unto them, As 
I li1·e, saith the LoRn, surely as ye haYe spoken in mine cars, so will I do to you: 
your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of' you, accord
ing to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which ha1·e murmured 
against me, surely ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I lifted up nfy 3o 
hand that I would make you dwell therein, saYe Caleb the son of Jephunnch, and 
Joshua the son of Nun. But your little ones, which ye said should Lie a prey, them 
will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have rejected. But as for 
~·ou, your carcases shall fall in this wilderness. And your children shall be wanderers 33 
in the wilderness forty years, and shall bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be 
consumed in the wilderness. After the number of the days in which ye spied out the 
land, e1·en forty days, for every day a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, eYcn forty 
years, and ye shall know my alienation. I the LORD have spoken, surely this will I 
dn unto all this cYil congregation, that arc gathered together against me: in this 
wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die. And the men, which 3 
:\!uses sent to spy out the land, who returned, and made all the congregation to 
M11rn1ur against him, by bringing up an evil report against the land, even those men 
that did bring; up an c1·il report o~ the land, died hy the plague before the LORI>. But 
Joshua the son of ~un, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, rcmainecl alive of those men 
thal "·cnt to spy out the land. And Moses told these .words unto all the children of 39 
l,rael: and the people mourned greatly. And they rose up early in the morning, 
anrl gal them up to the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, we be here, and will go up 
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unto the place which the LORD hath promised: for we have sinned. And Moses 
said, Wherefore now do ye transgress the commandment of the LORD, seeing it shall 
not prosper? Go not up, for the LORD is not among you; that ye be not smitten 

43 down before your enemies. For there the Amalekite and the Canaanite are before 
you, and ye shall fall by the sword: because ye are turned back from following the 
LORD, therefore the LORD will not be with you. But they presumed lo go up to the 
top of the mountain: nevertheless the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and Moses, 
departed not out of the camp., Then the Amalekite came down, and the Canaanite 
which dwelt in that mountain, and smote them and beat them down, even unto 
Hormah. 

Appendix A. - Sundry Laws of Offerings 

15 And the LORD spake unto lVIoses, saying, 
Speak unlo the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, When ye be come into the land 
of your habitations, which I give unto you, 
and "·ill make an oiTering by fire unto the 
LORD, a burnt otTering, or a sacrifice, to 
accomplish a vow, or as a freewill offering, 
or in vour set feasts, to make a sweet savour 
unto ihe LORD, of lhe herd, or of the flock: 

4 then shall he that oiTcreth his oblation oiTer 
unto the LORD a meal oiTering of a tenth 
part of an ephah of fine flour mingled with 
the fourth part of an hin of oil: and wine 
for the drink offering, the fourlh part of 
an hin, shalt thou prepare with the burnt 
offering or for the sacrifice, for each lamb. 

6 Or for a ram, thou shalt prepare for a meal 
offering two tcnlh parts of an ephah of 
fine flour mingled with the third part of an 
hin of oil: and for the drink oiTering thou 
shalt offer the third part of an hin of wine, 
of a sweet savour unto the Lo1m. And 
when thou prepares! a bullock for a burnt 
oiTering, or for a sacrifice, lo accomplish a 
vow, or for peace oiTerings unto the LORD: 

9 then shall he offer with the bullock a meal 
offering of three tenth parts of an ephah of 
fine flour mingled with half an hin of oil. 
And thou shalt ofTcr for the drink ofTering 
half an hin of wine, for an oiTering made by 
fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD. 

Thus shall it be done for each bullock, or 
for each ram, or for each of the he-lambs, 

12 or of the kids. According to the number 
that ye shall prepare, so shall ye do lo every 
one according to their number. All that 
arc homcborn shall do these things after 
this manner, in offering an offering made 
by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD. 
And if a stranger sojourn with you, or who
soever be among you throughout your 
generations, and will offer an offering made 
by lire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD; 

15 as ye do, so he shall rlo. For the assembly, 
there shall be one stalute for you, and for 
the stranger that sojourneth with you, a 
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statute for ever throughout your generations: 
as ye are, so shall the stranger be before the 
LORD. One law and one ordinance shall 
be for you, and for the stranger that so
journeth with you. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 17 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, When ye come inlo the land 
whither I bring you, then it shall be, that, 
when ye eat of the bread of the land, ye 
shall offer up an heave offering unto the 
LORD. Of the first of your dough ye shall 20 

offer up a cake for an heave oITering: as 
ye do the heave oiTcring of the threshing
floor so shall ye heave it. Of the first of 
your dough ye shall give unto the LORD an 
heave oiTcring throughout your generations. 

And when ye shall err, and not obsen·c 22 

all these commandments, which the Lo1w 
hath spoken unto Moses, even all that the 
LORD hath commanded you by the hand of 
Moses, from the day that the LORD gave 
commandment, and onward throughout 
your generations; then it shall be, if it be 24 
done unwittingly, without the knowledge 
of the congregation, that all the congrega
tion shall offer one young bullock for a 
burnt offering, for a sweet savour unto the 
LORD, with the meal oiTering thereof, and 
the drink offering thereof, according to the 
ordinance, and one he-goat for a sin offer
ing. And the priest shall make atonement 2$ 
for all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, and they shall be forgiven; for it 
was an error, and they have brought their 
oblation, an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD, and their sin offering before the 
Lo RD, for their error: and all the congre- 26 
galion of the children of Israel shall be 
forgiven, and the stranger that sojourneth 
among them; for in respect of all the people 
it was done unwittingly. And if one person 
sin unwittingly, then he shall oiTer a shc
goat of the first year for a sin oiTering. And 28 
the priest shall make atonement for the 
soul thaterreth, when hesinneth unwittingly, 
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hdorc the LORD, to make atonement for 
him; and he shall be forgiven. Ye shall 
haw one la"" for him that doeth augllt 
un\\"itlingly, for him that is homeborn 
among the children of Israel, and for the 
stranger that sojourneth among them. 

10 nut tho rnul that doeth aught with an high 
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hand, whether he be home born or a stranger, 
the same blasphemeth the LORD; and that 
soul shall be cut olT from among his people. 
Because he hath despised the word of the 
LORD, and hath broken his commandment; 
that soul shall utterly be cul off, his iniquity 
shall be upon him. 

Appendix B. - Judgement of the Sabbath Breaker 
~ And while the children of Israel \\"ere in 

the wilderness, they founrl a man gathering 
stir ks upon the sabbath day. And they that 
found him gathering sticks brought him unto 
'.\Iosco ~nd Aaron, and unto all the congrega
tion. And they put him in ward, because it 
had r;ot been declared what should be done 

to him. And the LORD said unto Moses, 35 
The man shall 'lrely be put to death: all 
the congregation shall stone him with stones 
without the camp. And all the congrega
tion brought him without the camp, and 
stoned him with stones, and he died; as 
the LORD commanded Moses. 

Appendix C. -The Law of Fringes 
7 An<i ,he LORD spake unto Moses, say

ing, Speak unto the children of Israel, and 
bid them that they make them frir.ges in 
the borders of their garments throughout 
their generations, and that they put upon 
the fringe of each border a cord of blue: 

9 and it shall be unto you for a fringe, that 
ye may look upon it, and remember all the 

commandments of the LORD, and do them; 
' and that ye go not about after your own 

heart and your own eyes, after which ye use 
to go a whoring: that ye may remember and 
do all my commandments, and be holy unto 
your God. I am the LORD your Goel, which 41 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, to 
be your God: I am the LORD your God. 

Appendix D. - Judgement of Korah and Law of Priests and Levites 

o Now Korah, the son of lzhar, the son 
of Kohath, the son of Levi, with 
Dathan and . .\biram, the sons of Eliab, and 
On, the son of Pcleth, sons of Reuben, 
took men: and they rose up before 
'.\loses, \\"ith certain of the children of 
hrael, two hundred anrl fifty princes of the 
congregation, called to the assembly, men 

3 of renown: and they assembled themscives 
together against '.\foses and against Aaron, 
and said unto them, Ye take too much 
upon you, seeing all the congregation are 
hnh·. e\·ery one of them, and the LORD is 
among. them: wherefore then lift ye up 
vours{'. ves abo\·c the assemblv of the 

4 LoRO' And when '.\foses heard' it, he fell 
upon his face: and he spake unto Korah 
an<l unto all his company, saying, In the 
morning the LoRD will shew who arc his, 
anrl wlio is holv, anrl will cause him to come 
near unto him: even him whom he shall 
choose will he cause to come near unto him. 

6 This do; lake you censers, Korah, and all 
his company; and put fire therein, and put 
incense upon them before the L<>RD to
morrow: and it shall he that the man 
whom the Lo1m doth choose, he shall be 
holy: ye take too much upon you, vc sons of 
Lc,·i. And Moses said unto Korah, Hear 

now, ye sons of Levi: sccmclh it but a 9 
small thing unto you, that the God of 
Israel hath separated you from the congre
gation of Israel, to bring you near to him
self; to do the service of the tabernacle of 
the LORD, and to stand before the congre
gation to minister unto them; and that he 
hath brought thee near, and all thy brethren 
the sons of Levi with thee? and seek ye 
the priesthood also? Therefore thou and ;11 II 
thy company are gathered togl'lhcr against 
the LORD: and Aaron, what is he that ye 
murmur against him? And Moses sent to 
call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: 
and they said, We will not come up: is it a rJ 
small thing that thou hast brought us up out 

135 

of a land flowing \\"ith milk and honey, to 
kill us in the wilderness, but thou must 
needs make thyself also a prince over us? 
Moreover thou hast not brought us into a 
land flo\\"ing with milk and honey, nor 
given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: 
wilt tho,u put out the eyes of these men? 
we will not come up. And Moses was 15 
very wroth, and said unto the LORD, Re
spect not thou their offering: I have not 
taken one ass from them, neither have I 
hurt one of them. And Moses said unto 
Korah, Be thou and all thy congregation 
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hefore the LORD, thou, and they, and 
17 Aaron, to-morrow: and take ye every man 

his censer, and put incense upon them, and 
bring ye before the LORD every man his 
censer, two hundred and fifty censers; 
thou also, and Aaron, each his censer. And 
they took every man his censer, and put fire 
in them, and laid incense thereon, and 
stood at the door of the lent of meeting 

19 with Moses and Aaron. And Korah as
sembled all the congregation against them 
unto the door of the tent of meeting: and 
the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the 
congregation. 

And the LORD spake unto Moses and 
21 unto Aaron, saying, Separate yourselves 

from among this congregation, that I 
mav consume thc1n in a moment. And 
the)• fell upon their faces, and said, 0 God, 
the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one 
man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all 
the ,congregation? And the LORD spake 

24 unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the con
gregation, saying, Get you up from about 
the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram. And Moses rose up and went unto 
Dathan and A bi ram; and the ciders of 
Israel followed him. And he spake unto 
the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray 
you, from the tents of these wicked men, 
and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be con-

2'7 sumed in all their sins. So they gat them 
up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram, on every side: and Dathan 
and Abiram came out, and stood at the 
rloor of their tents, and their wives, and 
their sons, and their Jillie ones. And 
:\loses said, Hereby ye shall know that the 
LORD hath sent me to do all these works; 
for I have not done them of mine own 

29 mind. If these men die the common 
death of all men, or if they be visited after 
the visitation of all men; then the LORD 
hath not sent me. But if the LORD make 
a new thing, and the ground open her 
mouth, and swallow them up, with all that 
appertain unto them, and they go down 
alive into the pit: then ye shall understand 
that these men have despised the LORD. 

31 And it came to pass, as he made an end of 
speaking all these words, that the ground 
clave asunder that was under them: and 
the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
them up, and their households, and all the 
men that appertained unto Korab, and all 
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fled at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the 
earth swallow us up. And fire came forth 
from the LORD, and devourer! the two hun 
dred and fifty men that offered the incense. 

And the LORD spake unto l\Ioses, >av- 36 
ing, Speak unto Eleazar the son of J\aron 
the priest, that he take up the censers out 
of the burninK and scaller thou the fire 
yonder; for they are holy; even the rensers38 
of these sinners against their own lives, and 
let them be made beaten plates for a cover
ing of the altar: for they offered them be. 
fore the Lrrno, therefore they are holy: 
and they shall be a sign unto the children 
or Israel. And Eleazar the priest took the 
brasen censers, which they that were burnt 
harl offered; and they beat them out for a 
cowring of the altar: lo be a memorial 40 
unto the children of Israel, lo the end that 
no stranger, which is not of the seed of 
Aaron, come near to burn incense before 
the LORD; that he be not as Korah, and as 
his company: as the LORD spake unto him 
by the hand of Moses. 

But on the morrow all the congregation 4r 
of the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye haYc 
killed the people of the Lorm. :\nd it 
came to pass, when the congregation 'Yas 
assemhled against Moses and against 
Aaron, that they looked toward the tent of 
meetin.o;: and, behold. the cloud covered 
it, and the glory of the LORD appeared. 
And l\foses and Aaron came lo the front 43 
of the lent of meeting. And the LORD 
spake unto :Moses, saying, Get you up from 
a1nong this congregation, that I may con
sume them in a moment. And they fell upon 
their faces. And l\Ioses said unto Aaron, 46 
Take thy censer, and put fire therein from 
off the altar, a"d lay incense thereon, and 
carry it quickly unto the congregation, 
and make atonement for them: for there 
is wrath gone out from the LORD; the 
plague is begun. And Aaron look as 
Moses spake, and ran into the midst of the 
assembly; and, behold, the plague was 
begun among the people: and he put on the 
incense, and made atonement for the people. 
And he stood between the dead~ ,,J the Ii,·- 48 
ing; and the plague was stayed. Now they 
that died by the plague were fourteen thou
sand and seven hund;ed, besiJes them that 
died about the mailer of Korah. .'.nrl Aaror. 
returned unto Moses unto the ::or of the 
tent of meeting: and the plague was stayed. 33 their goods. So they, and all that apper

tained to them, went down alive into the 
pit: and the earth closed upon them, and And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 17 
they perished from among the assembly. Speak unto the children of Israel, and take 
And all Israel that were round about Lhem o[ them rods, one for each fathers' house. 

136 



Period of the Exodus SE-

of all their princes according to their 
iathrrs' houses, twelve rods: write lhou 
cn-ry man's name upon his rod. And 
lhou shalt write Aaron's name upon the 
rud of Led: for there shall be one rud for 
each head of their fathers' houses. And 
thou shalt lay them up in the tent of meet
ing before the testimony, where I meet 
with you. And it shall come to pass, that 
the man whom I shall choose, his rod shall 
bud: a nrl I will make to cease from me the 
murmurings of the children of Israel, 
which they munnur against you. And 
illosc> spake unto the children of Israel, 
and all their princes gave him rods, for 
l'ach prince one, according lo their fathers' 
houses, even twelYe rod.: and the rod of 
.\aron was among their rods. And 1\Ioses 
laid up the rods before the LORD in the 
lvr.t of the testimony. :\nd it came to pass 
on the morrow, that ~1oses went into the 
lent of the lestimonv; and, he hold, the 
rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was 
hudded. and pul forth buds, and hloomed 
blossoms, and bare ripe almonds. And 
~loses brought out all the rods from before 
the LORD unto all the children of Israel: 
and they looked, and took every man his 
rod. :\nd the LORD said unto Moses, Put 
ha,k the rod of :\aron before the testimony, 
I<> he• kept for a token against the childr~n 
of relll'llion: that thou mayest make an 
end of thl'ir mum1urin~s ag;1inst me, that 
tlwv die not. Thus <lid :\loses: as the 
Loim commanded him, so did he. 

:\nd tlw children of Israel spake unto 
~Iti:::C's, saying, Behold, we perish, we are 
undone, we are all un<lonc. Every one 
that cometh near, thal cometh near unto 
the tabernacle of the LORD, dielh: shall we 
['l'rish all of us? 

:\ml the LORD said unto Aaron, Thou and 
thv suns and thv fathers' house with thee 
sh.all bcac the iniquity of the sanctuary: 
1nd thou and thy sons with thee shall bear 
tlw ini'luity of your priesthood. And thy 
lffcthrcn also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe 
.,[ thy father, bring thou near with thee, 
that they may be joined unto thee, and 
1:1inistl'r unto thL·P: Lut thou and thy sons 
l':ith th('c shall be before the tent of the 
k'ti~l<Jlll'. :\11d thl')' shall keep thy charge, 
and the charge of all the Tent: only they 
~hall ll<Jl com1· nigh unto the vessels of the 
sonrtuary and unto the altar, that they die 
nol, neither they, nor ye. And they shall 
he joined unto thee, and keep the charge 
uf the tent of meeting, for all the service 
uf the Tent; and a stranger shall not come 
nigh unto you. And ye shall keep the 
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charge of the sanctuary and the 1 harge 
of the altar: that there be wrath no more 
upon the children of Israel. And I, behold, 
I have taken vour brethren the Levites 
from among the children of Israel: to you 
they are a gift, given unto the LORD, lo 
do the service of the tent of meeting. And 7 
thou and thy sons with thee shall keep 
your priesthood for every thing of the altar, 
and for that within the veil; and ve shall 
serve: I give you the priesthood as i scn,ice 
of gift: anrl the stranger that cometh nigh 
shall be put to death. 

And the LORD spake unto Aaron, And I, 8 
behold, I have given thee the charge of 
mine heave ollerings, even all the hallowed 
things of the children of Israel, unto thee 
have I given them by reason of the anoint
ing, and to thy sons, as a due for ever. 
This shall be thine of the most holy things, 9 
reserved from the fire: every oblation of 
theirs, even every meal offering of 
theirs, and every sin offl'ring of theirs, and 
e\·ery guilt ollering of theirs, which they 
shall render unto me, shall be most holv 
for thee and for thy sons. As the most IO 

holy things shalt thou eat thereof: every 
male shall cat thereof; it shall he holy unto 
thee. And this is thine; the heave offer
ing of their gift, even all the wave offerings 
of the chilrlren of Israel: I have given them 
unto thee, and to thy sons and to thy daugh
ters with thee. as a due for ever: every onl' 
that is clean in thy house shall cat thereof. 
All the best of the oil, and all the best of., 
the vintage, and of the corn, the lirslfruits 
of them which they give unto the LORD, 
to thee have I i;h·en them. The firstripe 
fruits of all that is in their land, which they 
bring unto the Lo RD, shall be thine; every 
one that is clean in thy house shalleal thereof. 
Every thing devoted in Israel shall be q 
thine. Every thing that openeth the womb, 
of all flesh which they offer unto the LORD, 
both cf man and beast, shall he thine: 
neverlncless the firstborn of man shall 
thou surely redeem, and the firstlirig of 
unclean beasts shalt thou redeem. And 16 
those that arc to be redeemed of them from 
a month old shalt thou redeem, according 
to thine estimation, for the money of five 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary* 
Dul the lirslling of an ox, or the firstling of 17 
a sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou shall 
1101 redeem; they are holy: thou shalt 
sprinkle their blood upon the altar, and 
shall burn thei - fat for an offering made 
by fire, for a sweet savour unto the LORD. 

* The same is twenty gerahs. 
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And the flesh of them shall be thine, as 
the wave breast and as the right thigh, it 

19 shall be thine. All the heave offerings of 
the holy things, which the children of Israel 
offer unto the Lo1m, have I given thee, and 
thy sons and thy daughters with thee, as a 
due for ever: it is a covenant of salt for 
ever before the LORD unto thee and to thy 

20 seed with thee. And the Lo1m said unto 
Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in 
their land, neither shalt thou have any por
tion among them: I am thy portion and thine 
inheritance among the children of Israel. 

21 And unto the children of Levi, behold, I 
have given all the tithe in Israel for an in
heritance, in return for their service which 
they serve, even the service of the tent of 
meeting. And henceforth the children of 
Israel shall not come nigh the tent of meet-

23 ing, lest they bear sin, and die. But the 
Levites shall do the service of the tent of 
meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity: 
it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations, and among the children of 

24 Israel they shall have no inheritance. For 
the tithe of the children of Israel, which 
they offer as an heave offering unto the 
LORD, I have given to the Levites for an 
inheritance: therefore I have said unto 
them, Among the children of Israel they 
shall have no inheritance. 
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And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Moreover thou shalt speak unto the Levites, 26 
and say unto them, When ye take of the 
children of Israel the tithe which I have 
given you from them for your inheritance, 
then ye shall offer up an heave offering of 
it for the LORD, a tithe of the tithe. And 
your heave oliering shall be reckoned unto 
you, as though it were the corn of the 
threshing-floor, and as the fulness of the 
winepress. Thus ye also shall ofTer an 28 
heave offering unto the Lmm of all your 
tithes, which ye receive of the children of 
Israel; and thereof ye shall give the LORD'S 
heave offering to Aaron the priest. Out of 
all your gifts ye shall offer every heave 
offering of the LORD, of all the best thereof, 
even the hallowed part thereof out of it. 
Therefore thou shalt say unto them, \\'hen 30 
ye heave the best thereof from it, then it 
shall be counted unto the Levites as the 
increase of the threshing-floor, and as the 
increase of the winepress. And ye shall 
cat it in every place, ye and your house
holds: for it is your reward in return 
for your service in the tent of meeting. 
And ye shall bear no sin by reason of 32 
it, when ye have heaved from it the best 
thereof: and ye shall not profane the holy 
things of the children of Israel, that ye 
die not. 

Appendix E. - Ritual of the Heifer of Purification 
19 And the LORD spake unto Moses and gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay 

unto Aaron, saying, This is the statute of them up without the camp in a clean place, 
the law which the LORD hath commanded, and it shall be kept for the congregation 
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, of the children of Israel for a water of 
that they bring thee a red heifer without separation: it is a sin offering. And he 
spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon which that gathcreth the ashes of the heifer shall 
never came yoke: and ye shall give her wash his clothes, and be unclean until the 
unto Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring even: and it shall be unto the children 
her forth without the camp, and one shall of Israel, and unto the stranger that so-

4 slay her before his face: and Eleazar the journeth among them, for a statute for 
priest shall take of her blood with his ever. He that toucheth the dead bodv 11 

finger, and sprinkle of her blood toward the of any man shall be unclean se\'en days: 
front of the tent of meeting seven times: and the same shall purify himself therewith on 
one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her the third day, and on the seventh day he 
skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her shall be clean: but if he purify not himself 
dung, shall he burn: and the priest shall the third day, then the seventh day he shall 
take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, not be clean. Whosoever touchcth the 13 
and cast it into the midst of the burning of dead body of any man that is dead, and 

7 the heifer. Then the priest shall wash his purifieth not himself, dcfileth the tab-
clothes,and he shall bathe his flesh in water, ernacle of the LORD; and that soul shall 
and afterward he shall come into the camp, be cut off from Israel: because the waler 
and the priest shall be unclean until the of separation was not sprinkled upon him, 
even. And he that burneth her shall he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet 
wash his clothes in water, and bathe his upon him. This is t:1e iaw when a man 
flesh in water, and shall be unclean until dieth in a tent: every one that cometh 

9 the even. And a man that is clean shall into the tent, and every one that is in the 
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rs trnt, shall be unclean seven days. And 
e\-ery open vcsscL which hath no covering 
bound upon it, is unclean. And whoso
e\Tr in the open field loucheth one that is 
slain with a sword, or a dead body, or a 
bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unckan 
onen davs. ..\ncl for the unclean thev shall 
lake of the ashes of the burning of ihe sin 
offering, and rnnning waler shall be put 

c8 thereto in a vessel: and a clean person shall 
take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and 
sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the 
,·es.sds, and upon the persons that were 
!her~. and upon him that touched the bone, 
or the slain, or the dead, or the grave: 
and the clean person shall sprinkle upon the 
unclean on the third day, and on the seventh 
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day: and on the seventh day he shall purify 
him; and he shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and shall be clean 
at even. But the man that shall he unclean, 19 
and shall not purify himself, that soul 
shall be rnt oil from the midst of the 
assembly, because he hath defiled the 
sanctuary of the LORD: the water of 
separation hath not been sprinkled upon 
him; he is unclean. And it shall be a 21 

perpetual statute unto them: and he that 
sprinklcth the water of separation shall 
wash his clothes; and he that toucheth the 
water of separation shall be unclean until 
even. And whatsoever the unclean person 
toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul 
that toucheth it shall be unclean until even. 

And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, rame into the wilderness 20 
of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died 
there, and was buried there. 

And there was no water for the congregation: and they assembled themselves 
together against '.\foses and against Aaron. And the people strove with Moses, 3 
and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren . 
died before the LORD! And why ha,·e ye brought the assembly of W~~denngs 
the LORD in'.'.l this wilderness, that we should die there, we anrl our ~ild:mess 
cattle? And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to 
bring us in unto this el'il place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pome
granates; neither is there any water to drink. And l\Ioses and Aaron went from the 
presence of 'the assembly unto the door of the tent of meeting, and fell upon their faces: 
and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them. And the LoRD spake unto Moses, 7 
saying, Take the rod, and assemble the congregation, thou, and Aaron thy brother, 
and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes, that it l(ive forth its water; and thou 
shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou sha It give the congregation 
and their rattle drink. And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he com
manded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the 10 

rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; shall we bring you forth 
water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and smote the rock with his 
rod twice: and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their 
cattle. And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed not in me, 12 

to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this 
assembly into the land which I have given them. These arc the waters of 'Meribah'; 
because the children of Israel 'strove' with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them. 

And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, Thus saith q 
thy brother Israel, Thou knowest all the travail that hath befallen us: how our fathers 
went down into Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a long time; and the Ei.,')'ptians evil 
entreated us, and our fathers: and when we cried unto the LoRD, he heard our voice, 
and sent an angel, and brought us forth out of Egypt: and, behold, we are in Kadcsh, 
a city in the uttermost of thy border: let us pass, I pray thee, through thy land: we 17 
will not pass through field or through vineyard, neither will we drink of the water 
of the wells: we will go along the king's high way, we will not tum aside to the right 
hand nor lo the left, until we have passed thy border. And Edom said unto him, 
Thou shalt not pass through me, lest I come out with the sword against thee. And 
the children of Israel said unto him, \Ve will go up by the high way: and if we drink 
of thy water, I and my cattle, then will I give the price thereof: let me only, without 
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20 doing any thing else, pass through on my feet. And he said, Thou shalt not pass 
through. And Edom came out against him with much people, and with a strong 
hand. Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border: wherefore 
Israel turned away from him. 

22 And they journeyed from Kadesh: and the children of Israel, even the whole con-
gregation, came unto mount Hor. And the LORD spake unto l\'loses and Aaron in 
1i1ounl Ilor, by the border of the land of Edom, saying, Aaron shall be gathered unto his 
people: for he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto the children of Israel, 
because ye rebelled against my word at the waters of Meribah. Take Aaron and Elea
zar his son, and bring them up unto mount Hor: and strip Aaron of his garments, and 
put them upon Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall 

27 die there. And Moses did as the LORD commanded: and they went up into mount Hor 
in the sight of all the congregation. And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and 
put them upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the lop of the mount: and 
Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount. And when all the congregation saw 
that Aaron was dead, they wept for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel. 

21 And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, which dwelt in the South, heard tell that 
Israel came by the way of Atharim; and he fought against Israd, and took some of 
them captive. And Israel vowed a vow unto the Lmm, and said, If thou will indeed 
deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. And the 
LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they 
utterly destroyed them and their cities: and the name of the place was called Ilormah. 

4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way to the Red Sea, lo compass the 
land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouragccl because of the way. 
And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore haYe ye brought 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, and there is no 

6 waler; and our soul loalhelh this light bread. And the LORD sent fiery serpenh 
among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel diet!. And I he 
people came lo l\1oses, and said, V.'e have sinned, because we have 'poken agaitbl 
the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from 

s us. And l\loses prayed for the people. And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee 
a fiery serpent, and set it upon a standard: and it shall come lo pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he seeth it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of bra,s, 
and set it upon the standard: and it came to pass, Lha t if a serpent had bitten any 
man, when he looked unto the serpent of brass, he lived. 

10 And the children of Israel journeyed, and pitched in Oboth. And they journeyed 
from Oboth, and pitched at Iye-abarim, in the wilderness \\·hich is before l\Ioab, toward 

12 the sunrising. From thence they journeyed, and pitched in the valley of Zered. From 
thence they journeyed, and pitched on the other side of Amon, which is in the wilder 

16 ness, that cometh out of the border of the Amoritcs.* And from thence they journeyed 
lo lleer.t And from the wilderness they journeyed lo l\.Iattanah: and from l\Ialla 

I.} * For Arnon is the border of :Moab, between Moab and the Amoritcs. '\Vhcreforc it is said 

18 

in the Look of the Wars of the LORD, 

Vahrb in Suphah, 
And the valleys of Anion, 
And the slope of the valleys 
That inclincth toward lhc dwelling of Ar, 
And leaneth upon the border of Moab. 

t That is the well whereof the LORD said unto l\Ioses, Gather the people together, and I will 
give them water. Then sang Israel this song: 

SprinH up, 0 well; sin~ ye unto it: 
I'hc wc>ll, which the prinC'CS digp:ed 1 

Whk!l the nobles of the people dell'cd, 
With the sceptre, and with their staves. 
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nah to Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Bamoth: and From Damoth to the valley that 20 

j, in the field of l\Ioab, to the top of Pisgah, which looketh down upon lhe dC'scrt. 
And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, Let me 21 

pass through tlll' land: we will not turn aside into field, or inlo vineyard; we will 
not drink ,;f the.water of the wells: we will go by the king's high way, until we have 
passed thy bonier. And Sihon would not sufier Israel lo pass through his border: 
but Sihon gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the wilder
ness, and came to Jahaz: and he fought against Israel. And Israel smote him with 24 
the edge of the sword, and possessed his land from Amon unto Jabbok, en-n unlo 
the children of Ammon: for the border of the children of Ammon was strong. And 
Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amoriles, in Hcsh-
1.Jon,* and in all the tmms thereof. 

Thus Israel dwC'lt in the land of the Amorites. And Moses sent to spy out Jazer, 31 
and thev took the towns thereof, and drove out the Amoritcs that were there. And 
they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan went out 
against them, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei. And the LORD said unto 
'.\loses, Fear him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand, and all his people, 
and his land; and thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, 
which dwelt at Heshbon. So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until 
there was none left him remaining: and they possessed his land. And the children 22 
of Israel j,rnrneyed, and pitched in the plains of ivioab beyond the Jordan at Jericho. 

The Story of Balaam 
And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. And 2 

'.\Ioab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many: and Moab was dis
trrsscd because of the children of Israel. And Moab said unto the elders of '.\1idian, 
:\ow shall this multitude lick up all that is round about us, as the ox licketh up the 
grass of the lield. And Balak the son of Zippor was king of Moab at that time. 
'\nd he sent messengers unto Balaam the son of Bear, to Pcthor, which is by the River, 5 
to the land of the children of his people, to call him, sa,ying, Behold, there is a people 
wme out from Egypt: behold, they cO\·cr the face of the earth, and they abide over 
against me: come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too 
nighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I 
may drive them out of the land: for I know that he whom thou blesses! is blessed, 
and he whom thou cursest is cursed. And the elders of l\Ioab and the ciders of l\Iidian 7 
departed with the rewards of divination in their hand; and they came unta Balaam, 
and spake unto him the words of Balak. And he said unto them, Lodge here this 
nigh~, and I will bring you word again, as the LORD shall speak unto me: and the 
princes of Moab abode with Balaam. And God came unto Balaam, and said, 

* f'or HcShhon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amoritcs, who had fought against the 26 
forml'r king- of ~foalJ, and taken all his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon. \Vherefore they 
that speak in pron·rhs say: 

Come \'C to Hcshbon, 
Let the city of Sihon be built and established: 

For a lire is gone out of Ilcshbon, 28 
A Oame from the city of Sihon: 

It hath devoured Ar of lvloab, 
The lords of the high places of Arnon. 

Woe to thee, Moab! 
Thou art undone, 0 pcoJ?lc ·of Chcmosh: 

Ile hath given his sons as fugitives, 
And his daughters into captivity, 
Unto Sihon king of the Amoritcs. 

We have shot at them; Hcshbon is perished even unto Dibon 30 
And we have laid waste even unto Nophah, which reacheih Unto Mrdeba. 
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What men are these with thee? And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor 
II king of Moab, hath sent unto me, saying, Behold, the people that is come out of Egypt' 

it covercth the face of the earth: now, come curse me them; peradventure I shall b~ 
able to fight against them, and shall drive them out. And God said unto Balaam 
Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they arc blessed'. 
And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, Get you 
into your land: for the LORD refuse th to give me leave to go with you. 

q And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, Balaam 
rcfuscth to come with us. And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honour
able than they. And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak, thr 
son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto me: for J 
will promote thee unto very great honour, and whatsoever thou sayest unto me I 

18 will do: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people. And Balaam answered 
and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver 
and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LORD my God, to do less or more. Nm,. 
therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know what the LORD 
will speak unto me more. And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, 
If the men be come to call thee, rise up, go with them; but only the word which I 
speak unto thee, that shalt thou do. 

21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes 
of Moab. And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD 
placed himself in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon 
his ass, and his two servants were with him. And the ass saw the angel of the LORD 
standing in the way, with his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass turned aside out 
of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the 

24 way. Then the angel of the LORD stood in a hollow way between the vineyards, 
a fence being on this side, and a fence on that side. And the ass saw the angel of 
the LORD, and she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against 
the wall: and he smote her again. And the angel of the LORD went further, and 
stood in a narrow place, where was no way to tum either to the right hand or to the 

27 left. And the ass saw the angel of the LORD, and she lay down under Balaam: and 
Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with his staff. And the LORD 
opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto 
thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times? And Balaam said unto the ass, 
Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now I 

30 had killed thee. And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou 
hast ridden all thy life long unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And 
he said, Nay. Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the way, with his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed his 
head, and fell on his face. And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Wherefore hast 
thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I am come forth for an adversary, 

33 because thy way is perverse before me: and the ass saw me, and turned aside before 
me these three times: unless she had turned aside from me, surely now I had even 
slain thee, and saved her alive. And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I 
ha1·e sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: now there
fore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. And the angel of the LORD said 
unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that 
thou shalt speak. 

36 So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. And 1vhen Balak heard that Balaam 
was come, he went out to meet him unto the City of Moab, which is on the border 
of Amon, which is in the utmost part of the border. And Balak said unto Balaam, 
Did I not earnestly send unto thee to call thee? wherefore earnest thou not unto me? 
am I not able indeed to promote thee to honour? And Balaam said unto Balak, 
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Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to speak any thing? the word 
that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak. 

And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kiriath-huzoth. And Balak 39 
>-~criliced oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the princes that were with him. 
:\nd it came to pass in the morning, that Balak took Balaam, and brought him up 
into the high places of Baal, and he saw from thence the utmost part of the people. 
:\nd Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven 23 
bullocks aml se,·cn rams. And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and 
Balaam offered on e\·ery altar a bullock and a ram. And Balaam said unto Balak, 
Stand by thy burnt offering, and I will go; peradventure the LORD will come to meet 
me: and whatsoeYer he sheweth me I will tell thee. And he went to a bare height . 
. \nd God met Balaam: and he said unto him, I have prepared the seven altars, and 4 
l ha,·e offered up a bullock and a ram on every altar. And the LORD put a word 
in Balaam's mouth, and said, Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak. And 
he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt offering, b' '.l.nd all the princes 
of l\Ioab. And he took up his parable, and said: 7 

From Aram hath Balak brought me, 
The king of 111.oab from the mountains of the East: 

Come, curse me Jacob, 
And come, defy Israel. 

How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? 8 
And how shall I defy, whom the LORD hath not defied? 

For from the top of the rocks I see him, 
And from the hills I behold him: 

Lo, it is a people that dwell alone, 
And shall not be reckoned among the nations. 

Who can count the dust of Jacob, 10 

Or number the fourth part of Israel? 
Let me die the death of the righteous, 

And let my last end be like his! 

And Balak said unto Balaam, What hasl thou done unto me? I took thee to curse 
mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed them altogether. And he answered 
and said, :\lust I not take heed to speak that which the LORD putteth in my mouth? 

. .\nd Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, with me unto anolher place, from 13 
whence thou mayest sec them; thou shalt sec but the ulmost part of them, and shalt 
not see them all: and curse me them from thence. And he took him into the field of 
/nphim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered up a bullock and a 
ram o:i every altar. And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt offering, while 
I meet the LORD yonder. And the LORD met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, 16 
and said, Return unto Balak, and thus shalt thou speak. And he came to him, and, 
lo, he stood by his burnt offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak 
said unlo him, \\"hat hath the LORD spoken? And he took up his parable, and said: 

Rise up, Balak, and hear; 
Hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor: 

God is not a man, that he should lie; 
Neither the son of man, that he should repent: 

Hath he said, and shall he not do it? 
Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? 

Behold, I have received commandment to bless: 
And he hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it. 
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21 He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
Neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel: 

The LORD his God is with him, 
And the shout of a king is among them. 

God bringcth them forth out of Egypt; 
He hath as it were the strength of the wild-ox. 

Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, 
Neither is there any divination against Israel: 
Now shall it be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought! 

24 Behold, the people riseth up as a lioness, 
And as a lion doth he lift himself up: 

He shall not lie down until he eat of the prey, 
And drink the blood of the slain. 

And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all. But 
Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Told not I thee, saying, All that the Lonn 
speaketh, that I must do? 

2i And llalak said unto Balaam, Corne now, I will take thee unto another place; 
perad\·enture it will please God that thou mayest curse me them from thence. Anrl 
Balak look Balaam unto the top of Peor, that looketh down upon the desert. And 
Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven 
bullocks and seven rams. And .Balak did as Balaam had said, and oITered up a 

24 bullock and a ram on every altar. And when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD 

to bless Israel, he went not, as at the other times, to meet with enchantments, but he 
set his face toward the wilderness. And Balaa;n lifted up his eyes, and he saw 
Israel dwelling according lo their tribes; and the spirit of God came upon him. And 
he took up his parable, and said: 

4 

6 

8 

Balaam the son of Beor saith, 
And the man whose eye is opened saith: 

He saith, which hcareth the words of God, 
Which sceth the vision of the Almighty, 

Falling down, and ha.Ying his eyes open: 

How goodly are thy tents, 0 Jacob, 
Thy tabernacles, 0 Israel! 

As valleys are they spread forth, 
As gardens by the river side, 

As lign-alocs which the LORD hath planted, 
As cedar trees beside the waters. 

Water shall /low from his buckets, 
Anrl his seed shall be in many waters, 

And his king shall be higher than Agag, 
And his kingdom shall be exalted. 

God bringeth him forth out of Egvpt; 
He hath as it were the stren!(th of the wild-ox: 

He shall cat up the nations his ach·ersarics, 
And shall break their bones in pieces, 
And smite them throu!(h with his arrows. 

He couched, he lay down as a lion, 
And as a lioness; who shall rouse him up? 

Blessed be every one that blesseth thee, 
And cursed be every one that curseth thee. 
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And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands together: 10 

and Balak said unto Balaam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou 
ha,:t altogether blessed them these three times. Therefore now flee thou to thy place: 
I thought lo promote thee unto great honour; but, lo, the LORD hath kept thee back 
from honour. And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messengers 
which thou sentest unto me, saying, If Balak would give me his house full of silwr 13 
and g-old, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lonn, to do either good or bad of mine 
own mind; what the LORD speaketh, that will I speak? And now, behold, I go unto 
my people: come, and I will advertise thee what this pieople shall do to thy people 
in the latter days. And he took up his parable, and said: 

Balaam the son of Beor saith, 
And the man whose eye is opened saith: 

He saith, which heareth the words of God, 
And knowelh the knowledge of the Most High, 

\Vhich seeth the vision of the Almighty, 
Falling down, and ha\•ing his eyes open: 

I see him, but not now: 
I behold him, but not nigh: 

There shall come forth a star out of Jacob, 
And a sceptre shall rise out of Israel, 

And shall smite through the corners of Moab, 
And break down all the sons of tumult. 

And Edom shall be a possession, 
Seir also shall be a possession, wbich were his enemies; 

While Israel doeth valiantly. 
And out of Jacob shall one have dominion, 

_-\nd shall destroy the remnant from the city. 

And he looked on .-\malek, ancl took up his paralile, and said: 

Amalek was the first of the nations; 
But his latter encl shall come to clestruction. 

Ancl he looked on the Kenilc, and took up his parable, and said: 

Strong is thy dwelling place, 
:\ncl thy nest is set in the rock. 

NeYerthekss Kain shall be wasted, 
L'ntil Asshur shall carry thee away captive. 

Ami he took up his parable, and said: 

Alas, who shall li,·e when God doeth this? 
But ships shall come from the coast of Kittim, 

Anrl they shall aftlict Asshur, and shall afllict Eber, 
And he also shall come to destruction. 

And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place: and Balak also went his way. 

16 

17 

18 

20 

22 

24 

And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with 25 
the daughters of Moab: for they called the people unto the sacrifices of their !(Oris; 
and the people did eat, and' bowed down to their gods. And Israel joiner! himself 
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4 unto Baal-peor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel. And the 
L01;.D said unto Moses, Take all the chiefs of the people, and hang them up unto 

Wilderness 
History 
continued 

the LORD before the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may tum 
away from Israel. And Moses said untu the judges of Israel, Slay ye 
every one his men that have joined themselves unto Baal-peor. And, 
behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his 

brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the con
J!:regation of the children of Israel, while they were weeping at the door of the tent 

7 of meeting. And when Ppinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, 
saw it, he rose up from the midst of the congregation, and took a spear in his hand; 
anc: '1e wenl after the man of Israel into the pavilion, and thrust both of them 
through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was 
stayed irom the children of Israel. And those that died by the plague were Lwenty 
and four thousand. 

ro And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son 
of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, in that 
he was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I consumed not the children of 
Israel in my jealousy. Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace: 

13 and it shall be unto him, and to his seed after him, the covenant of an everlasting 
priesthood; because he was jealous for his God, and made atonement for the children 
of Israel. Now the name of the man of Israel that was slain, who was slain with the 
Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a fathers' house among 
the Simeonites. And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, 
the daughter of Zur; he was head of the people of a fathers' house in Midian. 

16 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Vex the Midianites, and smite them: 
for they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of 
Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of the prince of Midian, their sister, 
which was slain on the day of the plague in the matter of Peor. 

Appendix F.-Census of the People of Israel 

26 Anrl it came to pass after the plague, that are that Dathan and Abiram, which were 
the Lo1rn spake unto Moses and unto Elea- called oftliecongregation, who strove against 
zar the son of Aaron the priest, saying, Moses and against Aaron in the company 
Take the sum of all the congregation of of Korah, when they strove against the 
the children of Israel, from twenty years LORD: ancl the earth opened her mouth, IC 

old and upward, by their fathers' houses, and swallowed them up together with 
all that arc a hie lo go forth to war in Israel. Korah, when that company died; what time 

3 And Moses and Eleazar the priest spake the fire devourecl two hundred and fifty 
with them in the plains of Moab by the men, and they became a si11:n. Notwith-
Jorclan at Jericho. saying, Take the sum standing the sons of Korah diecl not. 
of the people, from twenty years olcl ancl The sons of Simeon after their families: I> 

upward; as the LORD commandecl Moses of Nemuel, the familv of the Nemuel-
and the children of Israel, which came ites: of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites: 
forth out of the land of Egypt. of Jachin, the family of the Jachinites: of 

5 Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: the sons Zerah, the family of the Zcrahites: of 
of Reuben; of Hanoch, the family of the Shaul, the family of the Shaulites. These 
Hanochitcs: of Pallu, the family of the are the families of the Simeonites, twenty 
Palluites: of Hezron, the family of and two thousand and two hundred. 
the Hczrnnites: of Carmi. the family of The sons of Gad after their families: 15 
the Carmites These arc the families of the of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites: 
Reubenitrs: and thev that were numbered of Hag!(i, the family of the Haggites: of 
of them were fortv ancl three thousand and Shuni, the family of the Shunites: of Ozni, 

8 seven hundred and thirty. And the sons the family of the Oznites: of Eri, the fam-
of. Pallu; Eliab And the sons of Eliab; ily of the Erites: of Arod. the family of 
Nemuel, and Dathan, and Abiram. These the Arodites: of Areli, the family of the 
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Arrli1es. These are the families of the 
sons of Gad according to those that were I numbered of them, forty thousand and 

I fiw hundred. 
19 The sons of Judah, Er and Onan: and 

I
' Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 

And the sons of Judah.after their fam_ilics 
I were; of Shrlah, lhc family of the Shelamtes: 
I of Perez, the famih· of the Perezites: of 

Zcrah, the famih· of the Zerahites. And 
the sons of Per~z were; of Hezron, the 
famil\" of the Hezronites: of Hamul, the 
ramili· of the Hamulitcs. These are the 
families of Judah according to those that 
were numbered of them, threescore and 
•ixtecn thousand and five hundred. 

j23 The sons of Issachar after their fami
lies: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites: 
of Puvah, the fa mil\" of the Pun it cs: of 
Jashub, the family of the Jashubitcs: of 
Shimron, the familv of the Shimronitcs. 
These are the families of Issachar accord· 
ing to those that were numbered of them, 
t hrccscorc and lour thousand and three 
hundred. 

I~ The sons of Zebulun after their families:" 
of Sered, the familv of the Sereditcs: of 
Elon. the family o( the Elonites: of Jah
lecl, the family of the Jahleelites. These 
a re the families of the Zebulunites accord
ing to those that were numbered of them, 
threescore thousand and fi,·e hundred. 

128 The sons of Joseph after their families: 
1\fanasseh and Ephraim. The sons of 
1\!anasseh: of Machir, the familv of the 
1\fachirites: and Machir bcgat ·Gilead: 
nf Gilead, the family of the Gilcadites. 
These arc the sons of Gilead: of Iczer, the 
[am ilv of the Iczcrites: of Helek, the 
famili· of the Hclekites: and of Asriel, 
the familv of the Asrielites: and of She
chem, the.familv of the Shechcmites: and of 
Shcmicla, the family of the Shemidaitcs: 
and of Hcpher, the family of the He-

tl3 pherites. And Zclophehad the son of 
Hcpher had no sons, but daughters: and 
the names of the daughters of Zelophehad 
were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, 
:·nd Tirzah. These arc the families of 
'.1Lina'5ch: and they that were numbered 
ol them were fifty and two thousand and 
sen.'il hunclrcrl. 

BS These arc the sons of Epl1raim after their 
families: of Shuthclah, the family of the 
Shuthclahtcs: of Becher, the family of 
the Bccheritcs: of Tahan, the family of the 
Ta!11nites. And these are the sons of 

, Shuthclah: of Eran, the family of the Eran
·tcs. These arc the families of the sons of 
Ephraim according to those that were 

Numbers 

numbered of them, thirty and two thousand 
and five hundred. These are the sons of 
Joseph after their families. 

The sons of Benjamin after their families: 3a 
of Bela, the familv of the Belaites: of 
Ashbel, the family· of the Ashbelitcs: of 
Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramitcs: 
of Shephupham, the family of the Shu
phamites: of Hupham, the family of the 
Huphamites. And the sons of Bela were 
Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the family of 
the Ardites: of Naaman, the family of the 
Naamites. These are the sons of Ben
jamin after their families: and they that 
were numbered of them were forty and five 
thousand and six hundred. 

These are the sons of Dan after their 42 
families: of Shu ham, the family of the 
Shuhamilcs. These are the families of 
Dan after their families. All the families 
of the Shuhamites, according to those that 
were numbered of them, were threescore and 
four thousand and four hundred. 

The sons of Asher after their families: 44 
of Imnah, the family of the Imnites: of 
Ishvi, the family of the Ishvites: of Beriah, 
the family of the Beriites. Of the sons of 
Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heber
ites: of Malchiel, the family of the Mal
rhielitcs. And the name of the daughter 
of Asher was Serah. These are the families 
of the sons of Asher according to those that 
were numbered of them, fifty and three 
thousand and lour hundred. 

The sons of Naphtali after their families: 48 
of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzcelltes: 
of Guni, the familv of the Gunites: of 
Jczer, the family o(the Jezerites: of Shil
lem, the family of the Shillemiles. These 
are the families of Naphtali according le 
their families: and they that were nur11-
bercd of them were forty and five thousand 
and four hundred. 

These are they that were numbered of SI 
the children of Israel, six hundred thousand 
and a thousand se\"en hundred and thirty. 

And the Lonn spake unto Moses, saying. 
Unto these the land shall be divided for an 53 
inheritance according lo the number of 
names. To the more thou shalt give the 
more inheritance, and to the fewer thou 
shalt give the less inheritance: to every one 
according to those that were numbered of 
him shall his inheritance he given. Not- SS 
withstanding the land shall be divided by 
lot: according to the names of the tribes 
of their fathers they shall inherit. Ac
cording to the lot shall their inheri
tance be divided between the more a n<l 
the fewer. 
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57 And these are they that were numbered 
of the Levites after their families: of 
Gershon, the family of the Gershonites: 
of Kohath, the family of the Kohathites: 
of Merari, the family of the l'vlerarites. 
These are the families of Levi: the family 
of the Libnites, the family of the Hebron
iles, the familv of the Mahlite\, the familv 
of the Mushil~'S, the familv of the Korah-

59 ites. And Kohath begat' Amram. And 
the name of Amram's wife was Jochebed, 
the daughter of Levi, who was born to 
Led in Egypt: and she bare unto Aniram 
Aaron and l\foses, and l\Iiriam their sister. 
And unto Aaron 'tere born Nadab and 
:\Lihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. And Nadab 
and Abihu died, when they ofTered strange 

62 fire before the Lo1rn. And they that were 
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numbered of them were twenty and three 
thousand, every male from a month old 
and upward: for they were not numbered 
among the children of Israel, because the1e 
was no inheritance given them among the 
chilrlren of Tsrarl. 

These are they that were numbered by 63 
Moses and Eleazar the priest; who num
bered the children of Israel in the plains 
of Moah by the Jordan at Jericho. But 
among these there was not a man of them 
that were numbered by Moses and Aaron 
the priest; who numbered the children of 
Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. For the 65 
LORD had said of them, They shall surely 
die in the wilderness. And there was not 
left a man of them, save Caleb the son cf 
Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 

Appendix G. - Law of the Inheritance of Daughters 
27 Then drew near the daughters of Zclo- I bcf~re the LORD. And the LORD spake 

phehacl, the son of I-Iephrr, the son of Gilead, unto Moses, saying, The daughters of 
the son of !VIachir, the son of Manasseh, Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely 
of the families of :\Ianasseh the son of give them a possession of an inheritance 
Joseph: and these are the names of his ·among their father's brethren; an<l thou 
daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, shalt cause the inheritance of their father 
and i\likah, and Tirzah. And they stood lo pass unto them. And thou shalt speak 8 
before Moses, and before Eleazar the unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man · 
priest, and before the princes and all the die, and have QC son, then ye shall cause his 
congregation, at the door of the tent of inheritance to pass unto his daughter. Anet 

3 meeting, saying, Our father died in the if he have no daughter, then ye shall gin· 
wilderness, and he was nol among the com- his inheritance unto his brethren. And if 
pany of them that gathered themselves he have no brethren, then ye shall give his 
together against the LORD in the company inheritance unto his father's brethren. And 11 

of Korah: but he died in his own sin; and if his father have no brethren, then ye shall 
he had no sons. Why should the name of give his inheritance unto his kinsman that 
our father be taken away from among his is next to him of his family, and he shall 
familv, because he had no son? Give unto possess it: and it shall be unto the children 
us a possession among the brethren of our of Israel a statute of judgement, as the Loirn 
father. And Moses brought their cause commanded Moses. · 

12 And the LORD said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mountain of Abarim, anrl 
behold the land which I have gi,·en unto the children of Israel. And when thou hast 

seen it, thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother 
Mo~e~ ~uc- was gathered: because ye rebelled against my word in the wilderness of 
J~~h~a Y Zin.' in the .strife of the congregation, to sanctify me ~t the waters before 

their eyes."' And !\loses spake unto the LORD, saymg, Let the LORD, 
the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the congregation, which may 
go out before them, and which may come in before them, and which may lead them 
out, and which may bring them in; that the congregation of the LORD be not as sheep 

18 which have no shepherd. And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the 
son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine. hand upo~ him_; and set hi~ 
before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregatton; and give him a charge. m 
their sight. And thou shalt put of thine honour upon him, that all the congrega.tton 

21 of the children of Israel may obey. And he shall stand before Eleazar the pnes.t, 
who shall inquire for him by the judgement of the Urim before the LORD: at hts 

*These are the waters of Meribah o( Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin. 
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wonl shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the chil
dren of Israel with him, even all the congregation. And Moses did as the LORD 
commanded him: and he took Joshua, and set him before Eleazar the priest, and 
before all the congregation: and he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, 
as the LORD spake by the hand of Moses. 

Appendix H. - A Calendar of Sacred Rites 
B .-\nd the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

Command the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, lily oblation, my food for my 
offerings made by fire, of a sweet savour unto 
me, shall ve obsC'rve to olTer unto me in 
their <lue season. ..\nd thou shalt say unto 
them, This is the offering made by fire 
which ye shall o(kr unto the LORD; he
lambs of the first war without blemish, 
two day by day, fnr a continual burnt 

4 ufkring. The one lamb shalt thou offer 
in the morning, and the other lamb shalt 
thou ofTer at e\"Cn; and the tenth part of 
an ephah of fine flour for a meal offering, 
mingled with the fourth part of an hin of 
beaten oil. It is a continual burnt oITering, 
which was ordained in mount Sinai for a 
~wed savour, an oITering made by fire unto 

7 the LORD. And the drink offering thereof 
sh.ill he the fourth part of an hin for the one 
bmb: in the holy place shalt thou pour out 
a drink offering of strong drink unto the 
LuRD. And the other lamb shalt thou 
offc'r at even: as the meal offering of the 
morning, anrl a' the drink offering thereof, 
thou shalt ofTer it, an ofTering made by fire, 
of a sweet savour unto the LORD. 

9 .-\nd on the sabbath day two he-lambs of 
the first year without hlcmish, and two 
tenth parts of an ephah of line flour for a 
meal ofTering, mingled with oil, and the 
drink offering thereof: this is the burnt 
offering of e''ery sa hbath, beside the cor.
tinual burnt oITering, and the drink ofTering 
thereof. 

1 ,\nd in the beginnings of your months ye 
>hall offer a burnt ofiering unto the Lo1m; 
two young bullocks, and one ram, srn·n 
he-lamhs of the first year without blemish; 
anrl three tenth parts of an ephah of fine 
flour [or a meal offering, mingled with oil, 
for each bullock; and two tenth parts of 
ll"e flour for a m:al offering, mingled with 

3 oil, for the one ram; and a several tenth 
part of fine flour mingled with oil for a meal 
offering unto eY('ry lamb; for a burnt offer
ing of a sweet >arnur, an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD. And their drink offer
ings ,,nail be half an hin of wine for a bul
lock, and the third part of an hin for the 
ram, and the fourth part of an hin for a 
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lamb: this is the burnt offering of e\'cry 
month throughout the months of the year. 
And one he-goat for a sin offering unto the 15 
LORD; it shall be offered beside the con
tinual burnt offering, and the drink offering 
thereof. 

And in the first month, on the fourteenth i6 
day of the month, is the LORD'S passo,·er. 
And on the fifteenth clay of this month shall 
be a feast: se\"l'n da,·s shall unie<\\·ened 
bread be eaten. In th~ first day shall be an 
holy convocation; ye shall do no serdle 
work: but ye shall offer an offering made 
by fire, a burnt offering unto the Lo1rn; 
two young bullocks, jlnd one ram, amrl 
se\'en he-lambs of the first year: they shall 
be unto YOU without blemish: and their 20 

meal offe~ing, fine flour mingled \\"ith oil: 
three tenth parls shall ye offer for a bullock, 
and two tenth parts for the ram; a SC\-cral 
tenth part shall thou offer for every lamb 
of the seven lambs; and one he-goat for a 
sin oITcring to make atonement for you. Ye 
shall oITer these beside the burnt offering of 
the morning, which is for a continual burnt 
offering. After this manner ye shall offer 24 
daily, for sewn days, the food of the offl'r
ing made by fire, of a sweet s:n·our unto the 
LORD: it shall be on"erccl beoide the con
tinual burnt offering, and the drink offer
ing thereof. And on the sncnth da,· ye 
shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do 
no srrvilc work. 

Also in the rlay of lhe first fruits, when ye 26 
olTcr a new meal oITeriPg unlo the LoRn in 
your feast o[ weeks, ye shall h;n·e an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile v:ork: 
but ye shall ofTcra burnt offering fora swecl 
savour unto the LORD; two young bullocks, 
one ram, seven he-lambs of the firsl year; 
and their meal ofTcring, fine floiir minglt-d 2 3 
with oil, three tenth parts for carh bullock, 
two tenth parts for the one raf!l, a 8C\'t.:ral 
tenth part for every lamb of the sen'11 
lambs; one he-goat, lo make atonement for 
you. Beside the ront.inual burnt offering. 
and the meal ofTering thereof, ye shall offer 
them (they ~hall be unto you without 
blemish), and their drink offerings. 

And in the seventh month, on the Grst 29 
day of the month, ye shall have an holy 
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convocation; ye shall do no servile work: offering, and the meal offering thereof, a1<d 
it is a day of blowing of trumpets unto you. their drink offerings. 
And ye shall offer a burnt ofTering for a And on the third day eleven bullocks, 2c 

sweet savour unto the LORD; one young ,wo rams, fourteen he-lambs of the first 
bullock, one ram, seven he-lambs of the year without blemish; and their meal 

3 first year without blemish: and their meal offering and their drink ofierings for the 
offering, fine Oour mingled with oil, three bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
tenth parts for the bullock, two tenth parts according to their number, after the ordi-
for the ram, :• nd one tenth part for every nance: and one he-goat for a sin oficring; 
lamb of the seven lambs; and one he-goat beside the continual burnt ofiering, and the 
for a sin ofTering, to make atonement for meal offering thereof, and the drink ;o[er-

6 you: beside the burnt offering of the new ing thereof. 
moon, and the meal offering thereof, and And on the fourth day ten bullocks, two 23 
the continual burnt offering and the meal rams, fourteen he-lambs of the first year 
offering thereof, and their drink ofTerings, without blemish: their meal ofTering and 
according unto their ordinance, for a sweet their drink ofTerings for the bullocks, for 
savour, an offering made by fire unto the the rams, and for the lambs, according to 
LORD. their number, after the ordinance: and 

7 And on the tenth day of this seventh one he-goat for a sin offering; beside the 
month ye shall have an holy convocation; continual burnt offering, the meal ofiering 
and ye shall aillict your souls; ye shall rlo thereof, and the drink offering thereof. 
no manner of work: but ye shall offer a And on the fifth day nine bullocks, two 26 
burnt offering unto the Lo1<0 for a sweet rams, fourteen he-lambs of the first year 
savour; one young ·bullock, one ram, seven without blemish: and their meal oliering 
he-lambs of the first year; they shall be and their drink ofierings for the bullocks, 

9 unto you without blemish: and their meal for the rams, and for the lambs, according 
ofiering, fine flour mingled with oil, three to their number, after the ordinance: and 
tenth parts for the bullock, two tenth parts one he-goat for a sin offering; beside the 
for the one ram, a several tenth part for continual burnt offering, and the meal 
every lamb of the seven lambs: one he-goat offering thereof, and the drink olTering 
for a sin olTering; beside the sin olTering of thereof. 
atonement, and the continual burnt offering, And on the sixth day eight bullocks, two 29 
and the meal ofiering thereof, and their rams, fourteen he-lambs of the first year 
drink ofTerings. without blemish: and their meal ofiering 

12 And on the fifteenth day of the seventh and their drink offerings for the bullocks, 
month ye shall have an holy convocation; for the rams, and for the lambs, ac-
ye shall do no servile work, and ye shall cording to their number, after the ordi-
keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: nance: and one he-goat for a sin offering; 
and ye shall offer a burnt offering, an offer- beside the continual burnt ofTering, the 
ing made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the meal offering thereof, and the drink olier-
LORD; thirteen young bullocks, two rams, ings thereof. 
fourteen he-lambs of the first year; they And on the seventh day seven bullocks, 32 

14 shall be without blemish: and their meal two rams, fourteen he-lambs of the first 
offering, fine flour mingled with oil, three year without blemish: and their meal 
tenth parts for every bullock of the thir- offering and their drink offerings for the 
teen bullocks, two tenth parts for each bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
ram of the two rams, and a several tenth according to their number, after the ordi-
part for every lamb of the fourteen lambs: nance: and one he-goat for a sin ofiering; 
and one he-goat for a sin ofTering; beside beside the continual burnt oiTering, the 
the continual burnt offering, the meal meal offering thereof, and the drink olier-
offering thereof, and the drink offering ing thereof. 
thereof. On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn 35 

17 And on the second day ye shall offer assemblv: ye shall do no servile work: but 
twelve young bullocks, two rams, fourteen ye shall' offer a burnt offering, an offering 
he-lambs of the first year without blemish: made by fire, of a sweet savou,- unto the 
and their meal ofTering and their drink LORD: one bullock, one ram, seven he-
offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and lambs of the first year without blemish: 
for the lambs, according to their number, their meal offering aP.d their drink olierings 37 
a ft er the ordinance: and one he-goat for for the bullock, for the ram, and for the 
a sin offering; beside the continual burnt lambs, shall be according to their number, 
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after the ordinance: and one he-goat for 
a sin offering; beside the rontinual burnt 
offering, and the meal. offering thereof, and 
the drink offering thereof. 

39 These ve shall offer unto the LORD in 
your set feasts, beside your vows, and your 

Numbers 

freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, 
and for your meal offerings, and for your 
drink offerings, and for your peace offerings. 
And Moses told the children of Israel 40 
according to all that the LORD commanded 
l\Ioses. 

Appendix I. -Law of Vows 
10 And Moses spake unto the heads of the 

tribes of the children of Israel, saying, This 
is the thing which the LORD hath com
manded. \\'hen a man voweth a vow unto 
the LORD, or sweareth an oath to bind his 
soul with a bond, he shall not break his 
word; he shall do according to all that pro-

3 ceedeth out of his mouth. Also when a 
woman voweth a vow unto the LORD, and 
bindeth herself by a bond, being in her 
father's house, in her vouth; and her father 
heareth her vow, and her bond wherewith 
she hath bound her soul, and her father 
holdeth his peace at her: then all her vows 
shall stand, and everv bond wherewith 

5 she hath bound her soul shall stand. But 
if her father disallow her in the day that he 
heareth; none of her vows, or of her bonds 
wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall 
stand: anrl the LORD shall forgive her, be
cause her father rlisallowed her. And if 
she be married to a husband, while her 
vows are upon her, or the rash utterance 
of her lips, wherewith she hath bound her 

7 soul; and her husband hear it, and hold 
11is peace at her in the day that he heareth 
it: then her vows shall stand, and her 
bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul 
shall stand. But if her husband disallow 
her in the day that he heareth it; then he 
shall make void her vow which is upon her, 
and the rash utterance of her lips, where-

with she hath bound her soul: and the 
LORD shall forgive her. But the vow of a 9 
widow, or of her that is divorced, even 
every thing wherewith she hath bound her 
soul, shall stand against her. And if she 
vowed in her husband's house, or bound her 
soul by a bond with an oath, and her hus
band heard it,and held his peace at her,and 
disallowed her not; then all her vows shall 
stand, and every bond wherewith she bound 
her soul shall stand. But if hPr husband 12 

made them null and void in the day that 
he heard them; then whatsoner proceeded 
out of her lips concerning her vows, or con
cerning the bond of her soul, shall not 
stand: her husband hath made them void; 
and the LORD shall forgiYe her. Every 
vow, and every binding oath lo affiict the 
soul, her husband may <'stablish it, or her 
husband may make it void. But if her 14 
husband altogether hold his peace at her 
from day to day; then he establisheth all 
her vowS, or all her bonds, which arc upon 
her: he hath established thPm, because he 
held his peace at her in the day that he 
heard them. But if he shall make them 
null and void after that he hath heard them; 
tl)en he shall bear her iniquity. These are 16 
the statutes, which the LORD commanded 
1\Ioscs, between a man and his wife, be
tween a father and his <laughter, being in 
her youth, in her father's house. 

Appendix J.- Law of Spoils 
l And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, pets for the alarm in his hand. And they 7 

Avenge the children of Israel of the Mid- warred against Mi<lian, as the LORD com-
ianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered manderl Moses; and they slew every male. 
unto thy people. And Moses spake unto And they slew the kings of l\Iidian with the 
the people, saying, Am1 ye men from among rest of their slain; Evi, and Rckcm, and 
you for the war, that they may go against Zur, and Hur, and Reba, the li\·e kings of 
'.\Iidian, to execute the LoRD

0 s vengeance l\Iirlian: Balaam also the son of Ileor the,· 
4 on '.\1idian. Of every tribe a thousand, slew with the sword. And the childrci1 9 

throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ve of Israel took captive the women of '.\lidian 
send to the war. So there were delivere

0

<l, and their little ones; and all their rattle, 
out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand of and all their flocks, and all their goods, 
everv tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. they took for a prey. And all their 
And. l\foscs sent them, a thousand of everv cities in the places when•in they dwell. 
tribe, lo the war, them and Phinehas the and all their encampments, they burnt with 
son of Ek•azar the priest, lo the war, with fire. And they took all the spoil, and all 11 

the vessels of the sanctuary and the trum- the prey, both of man and of beast. And 
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they brought the captives, and the prey, dren of Israel's half, thou shalt take one 
and the spoil, unto Moses, and unto Elea- drawn out of every fifty, of the persons, of 
zar the priest, and unto the congregatfon the beeves, of the asses, and of the Hocks, 
of the children of Israel, unto the camp at even of all the cattle, and give them unto 
the plains of Moab, which arc by the Jor- the Levites, which keep the charge of the 
dan at Jericho. tabernacle of the Lmm. And Jl.•Ioses and 

13 And JI.loses, and Eleazar the priest, and Eleazar the priest did as the Lo1m com-
all the princes of the congregation, went manded Moses. Now the prey, over and 32 
forth lo meet them without the camp. above the booty which the men of war 
And Moses was wroth with the officers of took, was six hundred thousand and seventv 
the host, the captains of thousands and the thousand and five thousand sheep, and 
captains of hundreds, which came from the threescore and twelve thousand beeves, 
service of the war. And Moses said unto and threescore and one thousand asses, and 
them, Have ye saved all the women alive? thirty and two thousand persons in all, of 

16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, the women that had not known man by 
through the counsd of Balaam, to commit lying with him. And the half, which was 36 
! rrspass against the Lmm in the matter of the portion of them that \\Tnt out to war, 
Peor, and so the plague was among the was in number three hundred thousand 
congregation of the LORD. Now therefore and thirty thousand and seven thousand 
kill every male among the little ones, and and five hundred sheep: and the LORD'S 
kill every woman that hath known man by tribute of the sheep was six hundred 

18 lying with him. But all the women chil- and threescore and fifteen. And the 
dren, that have not known man by lying beeves were thirty and six thousand; of 
with him, keep alive for yourselves. And which the LORD'S tribute was threescore 
encamp ye without the camp sewn days: and twelve. And the asses were thirty 39 
whosoever hath killed any person, anrl thousand and five hundred; of which the 
whosoe\'cr hath touched any slain, purify Lono's tribute was threescore and one. 
yourselves on the third day and on the And the persons were sixteen thousand; 

20 seventh day, ye and your captives. And as of whom the LORD'S tribute was thirty and 
to every garment, and all that is made of two persons. And Moses gave the tribute, 
skin, and all work of goats' hair, and all whirh was the LORD'S heave offering, unto 
things m;"]e of wood, ye shall purify your- Eleazar the priest, as the Lonn commanded 
selves. And Eleazar the priest said rn1to Moses. And of the children of Israel's half, 42 
the men of war which went to the battle, which ;vfoses dividec! ofT from the men that 
This is the statute of the law which the warred, (now the congregation's half was 
Lmm hath commanded Moses: howbeit three hundred thousand and thirty thou-
the gold, and the silver, the brass, the iron, sand, seven thousand and five hundred 

23 the tin, and the lead, every thing that may sheen, and thirtv and six thousand beeves, 
abide the fire, ye shall make to go through and ihirty thousand and five hundred asses, 
the fire, and it shall be clean; nevertheless and sixteen thousand persons;) even of the4? 
it shall be purified with the water of separa- children of Israel's half, Moses look one 
tion: and all that abideth no! the fire ve drawn out of every lifty, both of man and 
shall make to go through the water. A~d of beast, and gave them unto the Lnites, 
ye shall wash your clothes on the seventh which kept the charge of the tabernacle 
day, and ye shall be clean, and afterward of the LORD; as the LORD commanded 
ye shall come into the camp. :VIoses. Anrl the officers which were m·er 

25 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, the thousands of the host, the captains of 
Take the sum of the prey that was taken, thousands, and the captains of hundreds, 
both of man and of beast, thou, and Eleazar came near unto Moses: and they said unto 4Y 
the priest, and the heads of. the fathers' Moses, Thy sen·an!s have taken the sum 
houses of the congregation: and divide of the men of war which arc under our 
the prey into l\\'O parts; between the men charge, and there Iackcth not one rna

1
n 

'killed in war, that went out to ba!!le, and of us. And we ha\"c brought the LORD s 
28 all the congregation: and levy a tribute oblation, what every man hath gotten, of 

unto the Lo1m of the men of war that went jewels of gold, ankle chains, and bracelets, 
out to ba!!le: one soul of fi\"e hundred, both signet-rings, earrings, and annlcts, to make 
of the persons, and of the beeves, and of the atonement for our souls before the Lo1m. 
asses, and of the flocks: take it of their half, And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the 51 
and give it unto Eleazar the priest, for the gold of them, even all wrought jewels. 

30 l.01m's heave offering. And of the chil- And all the gold of the heave offering that 
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they offered up to the LORD, of the captains 
of thou&1nds, and of the cnptains of hun
dreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred 
and fiflv shekels. (For the men of war 
had taken boot)', ewry man for himself.) 

Numbers 

And Moses and F.leazar the priest look the 54 
gold of the captains of thousands and of 
hundreds, and brought it into the tent of 
meeting, for a memorial for the children 
of Israel before the Lo1m. 

Appendix K. -Allotment of Tribes on the East of Jordan 
l\'ow the d.ildren of Reuben and the sheepfolds here for our cattle, and c1t1rs 

children of Gad had a \'ery great multitude for our little ones: but we outsclves will 
of callle: and when they saw the land of be ready armed to go before the children 
Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold, of Israel, un•.il we have brought them unto 
the place was a place for cattle; the chi!- their place: and our little ones shall dwell 
dren of Gad and the children of Reuben in thefenced cities because of the inhabitants 
came and spake unto Moses, and to of the land. \\'c will not return unto our 18 
Eleazar the priest, and unto the princes houses, until the children of Israel have 
of the congregation, saying, Ataroth, and inherited every man his inheritance. For 
Dibon, and Jazer, and :\imrah, and Hesh- we wiil not inherit with lhcm on the other 
bun, and Ekalch, nnd Sebam, and Nebo, side Jordan, an<l for\\"ard; brcausc our 
and Bcon, the land which the LORD smote inheriiancc is fallen to us on this side 
before the congrc'\ation of Israel, is a land Jordan eastward. And Moses said unto 
for callle, and thv servants have cattle. ihem, If ye will do this thing; if ye will 
And they said, If ·we have found grace in arm yourseh·es to go before the LORD to 
thy sight, let this land be given unto thy the war, and every armed man of you will 2r 

servants for a possession; bring us not 01·cr pass O\'er Jordan hefore the LonD, until he 
J»rdan. And '.\'loses said unto the children hath driven out his enemies from before 
of (;ad and to the children of Reuben, Shall him, and the land be subdued before the 
your brethren go to the war, and shall ye LORD: then afterward ye shall return, and 
sit here? And \\'here fore discourage ye be guiltless towards the ·LORD, and towards 
the heart of the rhilrlrcn of Israel from going lsrad; and this land shall be unto you for 
over into the land whirh the LORD halh a possession before the LORD. But if ye 23 
gi1·en them? Thus dirl vour fathers, when will not do so, behold, ye have sinned 
1 sent them from Kadesh-barnra to sec the against the Lo1m: and he sure your sin 
land. For when they went up into the will find you out: Build you cities for your 
1a:Iey of Eshrnl, and saw the land, they little ones, and folds for your sheep; anp 
rlic;rouraged the heart of the children of do that which hath proceeded out of your 
Israel, that they should not go into the land mouth. And the children of Gad and the 25 
which the Lo1m had given them. And children of Reuben spake. unto Moses, 
lhe LORD'S anger was kindled in that day, saying, Thy servants will do as my lord 
:ind he sware, saying, Surely none of the commandeth. Our little ones, our wives, 
men that came up out of Egypt, from our flocks, and all our calllc, shall be there 
lm·nty years old and upward, shall sec the in the cities of Gilead: but thy servants will 
lltncl which I swart" unto Abraham, unto pass over, evf'ry man that is armed for war. 
Isaac, and unto Jacuh; because they have before the LORD to ballle, as mv lord saith. 
n'>t wholly follower! me: save Caleb the So Moses gave charge conre.niing them 28 
..-,n of Jephunneh the Kcnizzite, and to Eleazar the priest, and to Joshua the son 
Joshua the son c,f '.\un: hecause they have of Nun, and to the heads of the faLhers' 
whollv followed the Lonn. And the houses of the tribes of the children of 
LoRD.'s anger was kindled ag&inst Israel, Israel.. And Moses said unto them, If 
rnd he made thl'm wander to and fro in the children of Gatl and the childre.> of 
ihe wilderness forty yl'ars, until all the Reuben will pa>s with you aver Jordan, 
generation, that had clone evil in the sight e1•ery man that is armed to battle, before 
of the LORD, was consumed. And, be- the LORD, and the land shall Le suhducd 
hnlrl, ye arc risen up in your fathers' stearl, before you; then ye s~all giYc them the 
•n increase of sinful men, to augment yet land of Gilead for a possession: but if they 30 
the fil'rre anger of the LORD toward Israel. will not pass over with you armed, tlwy 
F<>r if ye turn away from after him, he will shall have posse:·.sions among you in the 
vet ago in leave tht'Tll in the wilderne5s; and land of Canaan. And the children of Gad 
vc· shall de,troy all this people. And they and the children of Reuben answered, 
came nc·ar unto him, and said, We will bl'ild saying, As the Lo RD hath saiil unto thy 
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servants, so will we do. 'Ve will pass over 
armed before the LORD into th,, land of 
Canc:ian, and the possession of our in
heritance shall remain with us beyond 

33 Jordan. And Moses gave unto them, even 
to the children of Gad, and to th<! children 
of ]{euben, and unto the half tribe of 
Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom 
of Sihon king of the /\morites, and the king
dom of Og king of Bashan, the land, 
according to the cities thereof with their 
borders, cYen the cities of the land round 

34 about. And the children of Gad built 
Dibon, and Ataroth, and Arocr; and 
Atroth-shophan, and Jazer, and Jogbehah; 
and Beth-nimrah, and Beth-ha ran: fenced 
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cities, and folds for sheep. And the chil
dren of Reuben built Hcshbon, and Elealeh, 
and Kiriathaim; and Nebo, and Baal-mean, 38 
(their names being changed,) and Sibmah: 
and gave other names unlo the cities which 
they builded. And the children of Machir 
the son of Manasseh went to Gilead, and 
took it, and dispossessed the Amorites · 
which were therein. And Moses gave 40 
Gilead unto Machir the son of Manasseh; 
and he dwelt therein. And Jair the son of 
Manasseh went and took the towns thereof, 
and called them Havvoth-jair. And Nohah 
went and took Kenath, and the villages 
thereof, and called it Nobah, after his own 
name. 

Appendix L. - An Itinerary of the Children of Israel 
33 These arc the journeys of the children of journeyed from Rephidim, and pitched in 

Israel, when they went forth out of the land the wilderness of Sinai. And they jour- 16 
of Egypt by their hosts under the hand of neyed from the wilderness of Sinai, and 
Moses and Aaron. And Moses wrote their pitched in Kibroth-hattaavah. And they 
goings out according lo their journeys by journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah, and 
the commandment of the Lo1rn: and these l'llched in Hazeroth. And they jour-
are their journeys according to their goings neyed from Hazeroth, and pitched in 

3 out. And they journeyed from Rameses Rithmah. And they journeyed from 19 
in the first month, on the fifteenth day of Rithmah, and pitched in Rimmon-perez. 
the first month; on the morrow after the And they journeyed from Rimmon-
passover the children of Israel went out perez, and pitched in Libnah. And 
with an high hand in the sight of all the they journeyed from Libnah, and 
Egyptians, while the Egyptians were bury- pitched in Rissah. And they journeyed 22 

ing all their firstborn, which the LORD had from Rissah, and pitched in Kehela-
smitten among them: upon their gods also thah. And they journeyed from Kehela 

5 the LORD executed judgements. And the thah, and pitched in mount Shepher. And 
children of Israel journeyed from Rameses, they journeyed from mount Shepher, and 
and pitched in Sucrnlh. And they jour- pitched in Haradah. And they journeyed 25 

neyed from Succoth, and piLchcd in Etham, from Haradah, and pitched in Makheloth. 
which is in the edge of the wilderness. And And they journeyed from Makheloth, and 
they journeyed from Etham, and turned pitched in Tahath. And they journeyed 
back unto Pi-hahiroth, which is before from Tahath, and pitched in Terah. And 28 
Baal-zephon: and they pitched before they journeyed from Terah, and pitched in 

8 Migdal. And they journeye<l from before Mithkah. And they journeyed from Mith-
Hahiroth, and passed through the midst of kah, and pitched in Hashmonah. And 
the sea into the wilderness: and they went they journeyed from Hashmonah, and 
three days' journey in the wilderness of pitched in Moseroth. And they journeyed 31 
Etham, and pitched in Marah. And they from Moseroth, and pitched in Benc-
journeyed from Marah, and came unto jaakan. And they journeyed from Bene-
Elim: and in Elim were twelve springs of jaakan, and pitched in Hor-haggidgad. 
water, and threescore and ten palm trees; And they journeyed from Hor-haggidgad, 

10 and they pitched there. And they jour- and pitched in Jotbathah. And they 31 
ncyed from Elim, and pitched by the Red journeyed from Jotbathah, and pitched in 
Sea. And they journeyed from the Red Abronah. And they journeyed from Abro-
Sea, and pitched in the wilderness of Sin. nah, and pitched in Ezion-geber. And 
And they journeyed from the wilderness of they journeyed from Ezion-geber, and 

13 Sin, and pitched in Dophkah. And they pitched in the wilderness of Zin (the same 
journeyed from Dophkah, and pitched in is Kadesh). And they journeyed from 37 
Alush. And they journeyed from Alush, Kadesh; and pitched in mount Hor, in the 
and pitched in Rephidim, where was no edge of the land of Edom. And Aaron 
waler for the people to drink. And they the priest went up into mount Hor at the 
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commandment of the LORD, and died there, 
in the fortieth war after the children of 
Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, 
in the fifth month, on the first day of the 

39 month. And Aaron was an hundred and 
twentv and three \·cars old when he died in 
r,1ouni Hor. And the Canaanite, the king 
d Are.cl, which dwelt in the South in the 
land of Canaan, heard of the coming of 

41 the children of Israel. And they journeyed 
from mount Hor, and pitched in Zalmonah. 
Anrl they jm: ·.1eyed from Zalmonah, and 
pitrhcd in Punon. And they journeyed 

44 from Punon, and pitched in Oboth. And 
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they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched 
in Iye-abarim, in the border of Moab. 
And they journeyed from lyim, and pitched 
in Dibon-gad. And they journeyed from 
Dibon-gad, and pitched in Almon-dib
lathaim. And they journeyed from Al- 47 
mon-diblathaim, and pitched in the moun
tains of Abarim, before Nebo. And 
they journeyed from the mountains of 
Abarim, and pitched in the plains of 
Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. And 49 
they pitched by Jordan, from Ileth-jcshi
moth c\·en unto Abcl-shittim in the plains 
of l\Ioab. 

Appendix M. - Allotment of Boundaries in Canaan 
50 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the out thereof shall be at the sea. And for 

plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, the western border, ye shall have the great 
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, sea and the border thereof: this shall he 
and say unto them, When ye pass over your west border. And this shall be your 7 
Jordan into the land of Canaan, then ye north border: from the great sea ye shall 
shall drive out all the inhabitants of the mark out for you mount Hor: from 
land from before vou, and destrov all their mount Hor ye shall mark out unto the 
rigured stones, and destroy all th~ir molten entering in of Hamalh; and the goings out 
images, and demolish all their high places: of the border shall be at Zcdad: and the 

.~3 and ye shall take possession of the land, and border shall go forth to Ziphron, and the 
dwell therein: for unto you have I given goings out thereof shall be at Hazar-cnan: 
the land to possess it. And ye shall inherit this shall be your north border. And ye 10 

the land by lot according to your families; to shall mark out voureast border from Hazar-
the more ye shall give the more inheritance, enan to Shepham: and the border shall 
andtothefewerthoushalt givethelessinhcr- go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the 
itance: wheresoe\'er the lot falleth to any cast sjde of Ain; and the border shall go 
man, that shall be his; according to the down, and shall reach unto the side of the 

55 tribes of your fathers shall ye inherit. Ilut sea of Chinnereth eastward: and the bor- 12 

if ye will not dri\'e out the inhabitants of clcr shall go down to Jordan, and the goings 
the land from before you; then shall out thereof shall be at the Sall Sea: this 
those which ye let remain of them be as shall be your land according to the borders 
pricks in your eyes, and as thorns in your thereof round about. Ancl Moses com-
sides, and they shall vex you in the land manded the children of Israel, saying, This 
wherein ve dwell. And it shall come to is thr land which ye shall inherit by lot, 
pass, that as I thought to do unto them, which the LORD hath commanded to give 
so will I do unto vou. unto the nine tribes, anrl to the half tribe: 

14 And the LORD ~pake unto Moses, saying, for the tribe of the children of Reuben 14 

Command the children of Israel, and say according to their fathers' houses, and the 
unto them, \\'hen ye come into the land of tribe of the children of Gael according to 
Canaan, (this is the land that shall fall unto their fathers' houses, have received, and 
you for an inheritance, even the land of the half tribe of Manasseh have ren·iycd, 
Canaan according to the borders thereof,) their inheritar.ce: the two tribes and the 

3 then your south quarter shall be from the half tribe have received their i11heritance 
wildnness of Zin along hy the side of Edom, beyond the Jordan at Jericho east,·:ard, 
and mm south border shall be from the end toward the sunrising. 
of tllc Salt Sea eastward: and your border And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 16 
shall turn about southward of the ascent These are the names of the men which 
of Akrahbim, and pass along to Zin: and shall divide the land unto you for inheri-
the goini;s out thereof shall be southward lance: Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the 
of Kadesh-barnea; and it shall go forth son of Nun. And ye shall lake one prince 
to Ha7.ar-addar, and pass along to Azmon: of every tribe, to divide the land for in-

5 and the border shall turn about from Azmon heritance. And these are the names of 19 
unto the brook of Egypt, and the goings the men: of the tribe of Judah, Caleb 
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the son of Jephunnch. And of the tribe 
of the children of Simeon, Shemucl the 
son of Ammihud. Of the tribe of Ben-

22 jam in. Elidad the son of Chislon. And of 
the tribe of the child'ren of Dan a prince, 
Bukki the son of Jogli. Of the children 
of Tos<'ph: of the tribe of the children 
of i\fanassch a prince, Hannie! the son 
of Ephod: and of the tribe of the chil
dren of Ephraim a prince, Kcmucl the 

25 son of Shiphtan. And of the tribe of 
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the children of Zebulun a prince, Eliza
phan the son of Parnach. And of the 
tribe of the children of Issachar a prince, 
Palticl the son of Azzan. And of the tribe 
of the children of Asher a prince, Ahihud 
the son of Shelomi. And of the tribe of 
the children of Naphtali a prince, Pedah"1 
the son of Ammihud. These are thev 
whom the LotlD commanded to <livid;. 
the inheritance unto the children of Israel 
in the land of Canaan. 

Appendix N. - Cities for the Levites and Cities of Refuge 
35 And the Lo1rn spake unto Moses in the give shall be for you six cities of refuge. 

plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, Ye shall give three cities beyond Jordan. 
saying, Command the children of Israel, and three cities shall ye give in the land of 
that they give unto the Levites of the in- Canaan; they shall be cities of refug'" 
heritance of their possession cities to dwell For the children of Israel, and for the stran-
in; and suburbs for the cities round about ger and for the sojourner among them, 

3 them shall ye give unto the Levites. And shall these six cities be for refuge: that 
the cities shall they have to dwell in;· and every one that killeth any person unwit-
their suburbs shall be for their cattle, and tingly may flee thither. But if he smote 
for their substance, and for all their beasts. him with an instrument of iron, so that he 
And the suburbs of the cities, which ye died, he is a manslayer: the manslaycr 
shall gko unto the Levites, shall be frorn shall surely be put to death. And if he 
the w,ill of the city and outward a thousand smote him with a stone in the hand, wherebv 

5 cubits round aboqt. And ye shall measure a man may die, and he died, he is a mari'-
without the city for the cast side two slayer: the manslaycr shall surely be put 
thousand cubits, and for the south side to death. Or if he smote him with a weapon 
two thousand cubits, and for the west side of wood in the hand, whereby a man mav 
two thousand cubits, and for the north die, and he died, he is a manslayer: the 
side two thousand cubits, the city bcing in manslayer shall surely be put to death. 
the midst. This shall be to them the sub- The avenger of blood shall himself put the 

6 urbs of the cities. And the cities which manslayer to death: when he meeteth him, 
ye shall give unto the Levites, they shall he shall put him to death. And if he 
be the six cities of refuge, which ye shall thrust him of hatred, or hurled at him, 
give for the manslayer to flee thither: and lying in wait, so that he died; or in enmity 
beside them ye shall give forty and two smote him with his hand, that he died: 
cities. All the cities which ye shall give he that smote him shall surely be put to 
to the Levites shall be forty and eight death; he is a manslaycr: the avenger of 
cities: them shall ye give with their blood shall put the manslayer to death 

a suburbs. And concerning the cities which when he meeteth him. But if he thrust 
ye shall give of the posse~ssion of the chi!- him suddenly without enmity, or hurled 
dren of Israel, from the many ye shall take upon him any thing without lying in wait, 
many; and from the few ye shall take few: or with any stone, whereby a man may die, 
every one according to his inheritance which seeing: him not, and cast it upon him, so 
he inheriteth shall give of his cities unto the that he died, and he was not his enemy, 
Levites. neither soughtJ his ha rm : then the congre-

9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, gation shall judge between the smiter and 
Speak unto the children of Israel, and say the avenger of blood according to the"' 
unto them, When ye pass over Jordan into judgements: and the congregation shall 
the land of Canaan, then ye shall appoint deliver the manslayer out of the hand of tlw 
you rities to be cities of refuge for you; avenger of bloocL and the congrcg-ation 
that the manslayer which killeth any person shall restore him to his city of refuge, 

12 unwittingly may flee thither. And the whither he was fled: and he shall dwell 
cities shall be unto you for refuge from the therein until the death of the high priest, 
avenger; that the manslayer die not, which was anointed with the holy oil. 
until he stand before the congregation for But if the manslayer shall at any time gn 
jurlgcment. And the cities which ye shall beyond the border of his city of refuge, 
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whither he fleeth; and the avenger of 
bh>od find him wit bout the border of his 
city of refuge, and the a\·cnger of blood 
sla\' the manslaver; he shall not be guilty 
of Lloo<l: bccau~e he should have remained 
in his city of refuge until the death of the 
high priest: but after the death of the 
high priest the manslayer shall return into 
I he land of his possession And these 
things shall be for a statute of judgement 
unto you throughout your generations in 
111 your dwellings. \vhoso killeth any 
person, the manslayer shall be slain at the 
mouth of witnesses: but one witness shall 
not testify against any.person that he die. 

Numbers 

Moreover ye shall take no ransom for tlw 31 
life of a ma nslaycr, which is guilty of death: 
but he shall surely be put lo death. And 
ye shall take no ransom for him that is fled 
to his city of refuge, that he should come 
again to dwell in the land, until the death 
of the priest. So ye shall not pollute the 33 
land wherein ye arc: for blood, it pollutcth 
the land: and no expiation can be made for 
the land for the blood that is shed therein, 
but by the blood of him that shed it. And 
thou shalt not defile the land which ye 
inhabit in the midst of which I dwell: for 
I the LORD dwell in the midst of the children 
of Israel. 

Appendix O. - Law of the Marriage of Heiresses 
And the heads of the fathers' houses or 

the family of the children of Gilead, the 
son of l\lachir, the son of Manasseh, of 
the families of the sons of Joseph, came 
near, and spake before Moses, and before 
the princes, the heads of the fathers' 
houses of the children of Israel: and they 
said, The LORD commanded mv lord to 
giYe the land for inheritance by iot to the 
children of Israel: and my lord was com
manded by the LORD to gh·c the inheri
tance of Zclophehad our brother unto his 
daughters. And if they be married to any 
of the sons of the other tribes of the chil
dren of Israel, then shall their inheritance 
be taken awav fro'll the inheritance of our 
fathers, and shall he added to the inheri
tance of the tribe whereunto thev shall 
belong: so shall it he taken away from the 
lot of our inheritance. And when the ju bile 
of the children of Israel shall be, then 
shall their inheritance be added unto the 
inheritance of the tribe whereunto they shall 
belong: so shall their inheritance be taken 
away from the inheritance of the tribe of our 
fathers. And Moses commanded the chil
dren of Israel according to the word of the 
Lo1rn, saying, The tribe of the sons of 
Joseph speaketh right. This is the thing 
which the LORD doth command concerning 
he daughters of Zelophehad, saying, Let 

them marry to whom they think best; only 
to the family or the tribe of their father 
shall they marry. So shall no inheritance 7 
of the children of Israel remove from tribe 
to tribe: for the children of Israel shall 
cleave every one to the inheritance of the 
tribe of his fathers. And e\·ery daughter, 
that possesseth an inheritance in any 
tribe of the children of Israel, shall he wife 
unto one of the familv of the tribe of her 
father, that the children of Israel may 
possess every man the inh\_•rilancc of his 
fathers. So shall no inheritance remon• 9 
from one tribe to another tribe; for the 
tribes of the children of Israel shall clca ve 
every one to his own inheritance. Even 
as the LORD commanded !\loses, so did the 
daughters of Zelophehad: for l\lahlah, 
Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and 
Noah, the daughters of Zclophehad, were 
married unto their fat he r's brothers' sons. 
They were married into the families of the 12 

sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and 
their inheritance remainerl in the tribe of 
the family of the father. 

These are the commandments and the 13 
judgements, which the L01rn commanded 
by the hand of Moses unto the children of 
Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan 
at Jericho. 
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ORATION !.-MOSES' ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS DEPOSITION 

A 11d it came to pass in the fortieth year, in tlze eleventh month, on the first day of 3 
tlze 111011//r tlzat Jlloses spake unto the children of Israel, according unto all that the 
LORD !zaJ° givm lzim in commandment unto them; after he had smitten Silton the king 
of thl' Amoritcs, which dwelt in Heshbon, and Og tlze king of Bashan, which dwelt in 
Ashtaroth, at Edrci> beyond Jordan, in the land of Moab, began Moses lo declare tlzis 
law, saying: 

The LORD our God spake unto us in Horeb, saying, Ye have dwelt Ion;; enough 6 
in this mountain: tum you, and take your journey, and go to the hill country of the 
Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the Arabah, in the hill country, 
and in the lowland, and in the South, and by the sea shore, the land of the Canaanites, 
and Lebanon, as far as the great river, the river Euphrates. Behold, I have set the 
land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers, 
tu Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them. 
And I spake unto you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you myself alone: 9 
the LORD your God hath multiplied you, and, behold, ye are this day as the stars of 
heaven for multitude. The LORD, the God of your fathers, make you a thousand 
times so many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath promised you! How can I 
myself alone bear your cumbrance, and your burden, and your strife) Take you 
wise men, and understanding, and known, according to your tribes, and I will make 
them heads over you. And ye answered me, and said, The thing which thou hast 14 
spoken is good for us to do. So I took the heads of your tribes, wise men, and known, 
and made them heads over you, captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds, and 
captains of fifties, and captains of tens, and officers, according to your tribes. And I 
charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes between your brethren, and 
judge righteously between a man and his brother, and the stranger that is with him. 
Ye shall not respect persons in judgement; ye shall hear the small and the great alike; r7 
ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgement is God's: and the cause 
that is too hard for you ye shall bring unto me, and I will hear it. And I com
manded you at that time all the things which ye should do. 

And we journeyed from Horeb, and went through all that great and terrible wilder- rg 
ness which ye saw, by the way to the hill country of the Amorites, as the LORD our God 
commanded us; and we came to Kadesh-bamea. And I said unto you, Ye are come 
unto the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our God gh·eth unto us. 
Behold, the LORD thy God hath set the land before thee: go up, take possession, as 
the LORD, the God of thy fathers, hath spoken unto thee; fear not, neither be dis
mayed. And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, Let us send men 22 
bef?re us, that they may search the land for us, and bring us word again of the way by 
winch we must go up, and the cities unto which we shall come. And the thing pleased 
me well: and I took twelve men of you, one man for every tribe: and they turned 
and went up into the mountain, and came unto the valley of Eshcol, and spi~d it 
out. And they took of the fruit of the land in their hands, and brought it down unto us, 25 
a?d brought us word again, and said, It is a good land which the LORD our God 
giveth unto us. Yet ye would not go up, but rebelled against the commandment of 
the LORD your God: and ye murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD 
hated us, he ~ath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand 
of the Amontes, to d;stroy us. Whither are we going up? our brethren have made28 
our heart to melt, saymg, The people is greater and taller than we; the cities are great 
and fenced up to heaven; and moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakim there. 
Then I said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them. The LORD your God 
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who i;oeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to all thal he did for you in 
31 Egypt before your eyes; and in the wilderness, where thou hasl seen how Lhal the 

LoRD thy Cod bare thee, as a man doth hear his son, in all the way Lhat ye wcnl, 
until ye came unto thi.s place. Yet in this thing ye did not believe the Lotrn your 
~or.l, who '".t·nt licfore you in the way, to seek you out a place to pitch your tents in, 
in lire hy n1ghl, to shew you by what way ye should go, and in the cloud by day . 

.14 And the Lo1m heard the voice of your words, and was wroth, :md sware, saying, 
Smdy Lhcrc shall not one of these men of this evil generation sec the good land, 
which I sware to give unto your fathers, save Caleb the sof'. of Jcphunneh, he shall 
Sl't' ii; and lo him will I gi,·c the land that he halh trodden upon, and lo his chiltlren: 
li~causc he hath wholly followed the LoRD. Also the LORD was angry wilh me for 

3~ your sakes, saying, Thou also shalt not go in thither: Joshua the son of Nun, which 
standcth before thee, he shall go in thither: encourage thou him; for he shall cause 
Israel to inherit it. Moreover your liltle ones, which ye .~aid should be a prey, and 
your children, which this clay have no knowledge of good or evil, they shall go in 
thilhcr, and unto them will I give it, and they shall possess it. But as for you, turn 

.11 you, and take your journey into the wilderness hy the way to the Red Sea. Then ye 
answerer! anrl said unto me, We have sinned against the Lo1m, we will go up and 
light, according to all that the Lo Rn our Goel commanded us. And ye girded on every 
man his weapons of war, and were forward to go up into the mountain. And the 
Lonn said unto me, Say unto them, Go not up, neither fight; f;:-r I am not among 
you; lcsl ye be smitten before your enemies. So I spake unto you, and ye hearkened 
not; but ye rebelled against the commandment of the LORD, and were presumptuous, 

+I and went up into the mountain. And the Amoritcs, which dwelt in that mountain, 
came out againsl you, and chased you, as bees do, and beat you clown in ~cir, 
even unto I-Iormah. And ye returned and wept before the LoRn; but the L111rn 
hearkened not to your voice, nor g<n-e car unlo you. So ye abode in Kadesh many 
days, according unto the days that ye abode there. 

2 Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way to the Rl'cl 
Sea, as the Lonn spake unto me: and we compassed mount Seir many days. And th" 
Lotm spake unto me, saying, Ye have compassed this mountain long enough: turn 

4 you northward. And command thou the people, saying; Ye arc to pass through the 
border of your brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Seir; and they shall lie 
afraid of you: take ye good heed unto yourselves therefore: con lend not with them; 
for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as for the sole of the foot lo 
tread on: because I have given mount Scir unto Esau for a poss<'ssion. Ye shall 
purchase foocl of them for money, that ye may cat; and ye shall also buy water of 

7 them for money, that ye may clrink. For the Lmm thy Goel hath lilessecl thee in all 
the work of thy hand: he hath known thy walking throu).(h this great wilderness: 
these forty years the Lonn thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing. 
So we passed by from our brethren the children of Esau, which dwell in Seir, from 
tlic way of the Arabah from Elath and from Ezion-gcbcr. 

'l And we turned and passed by the way of the wilclemcss of Moab. And the LORD 
said unto me, Vex not l\loab, neither contend with them in battle: for I will not give 
t hce of his land for a possession; because I have given Ar unto the children of Lot 

'3 for a possession.* Now rise up, and gel you over the brook Zcrecl. And we went 
over the brook Zered. And the days in which we came from Kaclesh-barnea until we 
were come over the brook Zercd, were thirty and eight years; until all the general ion 

10 *The Emim dwdt thC'rein aforctimc, a people ~rcat, and many, and tall, as lhe Anakim: thcsl' 
also are accounted Rcphaim as the Anakim · but the ~1Ioabitcs call them Emi1n. The Horitl'S 
also dwell in Sl'ir aforctimc' but the chiklrc:1 of Esau succeeded them; and they destroyed them 
from he/ore them, and dwclt

1

in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his possession, which 
the LORD gave unto them. 
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of the men of war were consumed from the midst of the camp, as the LORD sware 
unto them. i\loreover the hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them 
from the midst of the camp, until they were consumed. 

So it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed an<l dead from among 16 

~he people, that the LORD spake unto me, saying, Thou art this day to pass over Ar, 
t'1e hnrdcr oi :\Ioab: and when thou comest nigh 01·er against the children of Ammon, 
\·ex them not, nor contend with them: for I will not give thee of the land of the 
children of . .\mmon for a possession: because I have given it unto the children of 
Lot for a possession.* Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the valley of Ar· 24 

non; behold, I have given into thine hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and 
his land: begin to possess it, and contend with him in battle. This day will I begin 
to put the dread of thee and the fear of thee upon the peoples that arc under the 
whole heal'en, who shall hear the report of thee, and shall tremble, and be in anguish 
because of thee. · 

And I sent messengers out of the wilderness of Kedcmoth unto Sihon king of o6 
Ifrshbon with words of peace, saying, Let me pass through thy land: I will go along 
by the high way, I will neither turn unto the right hand nor to the left. Thou shalt 
sell me food for money, that I may cat; ancl give me water for money, that I may 
drink: only let me pass through on my feet; as the children of Esau which dwell in 
Seir, and the :\Ioabitcs which dwell in Ar, did unto me; until I shall pass over Jordan 
into the land which the LORD our God giveth us. But Sihon king of Heshbon would 30 
not kt us pass by him: for the LoRD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart 
ob,ctinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as at this day. And the LORD 
said unto me, Bcholrl, I have begun to dclivcr up Sihon and his land before thee: 
begin to possess, that thou IT'ayest inherit his Jami. Then Sihon came out against us, 
he anrl all his people, unto battle at Jahaz. And the LORD our God delivered him 33 
up before us; and we smote him, and his sons, and all his people. And \\·e took all 
hi;, cities at that time, and utterly destroyed every inhabited city, with the women and 
the little ones; we left none remaining: only the cattle we look for a prey unto our
selves, \\·ith the spoil of the cities which we had taken. From Aroer, which is on the 36 
edge of the valley of Amon, and from the city that is in the valley, even unto Gilead, 
there was not a city too high for us: the LORD our God deliver~d up all before us: 
only to the land of the children of Ammon thou camcst not near; all the side of the 
ri1w Jabbok, and the cities of the hill country, and wheresoever the LORD our God 
forhad us. 

Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan 3 
came out against us, he and all his people, unto battle at Edrei. And the LORD said 
unto me, Fear him not: for I have delivered him, and all his people, and his land, into 
thy hand; and thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, 
which dwelt at Heshbon. So the LORD our God delivered into our hand Og also, the 3 
king cf Bashan, and all his people: and we smote him until none was left to him rc
main:ng. And we look all his cities al that time; there was not a city which we took 
not from them; threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 
All these were cities fenced with high ,,.alls, gates, and bars; beside the unwalled 
towns a p;reat many. And we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto Sihon king of 6 
Heshbon, utterly destroying every inhabited city, with the women and the little ones. 
But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we took for a prey unto ourselves. And 

*That also is accounted a land of Rcphaim: Rephaim clwolt therein arorctim"c; but the"° 
Ammonites call them Zamzummim; a people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakim; but the 
LoRD destroyed thrm before them; and they sucrecdcd them, and dwelt in their stead: as he <lid 
for the children of Esau, which dwelt in Scir, when he de~troycd the Horitcs from before them ; 
and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead c"cn unto this day: and the Avvim which 
<lwt"lt in villages as far as Gaza, the Caphtorim, which came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed 
them, and dwelt in their stead. 
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we took the land at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites that 
10 were beyond Jordan, from the valley of Amon unto mount Hermon;* all the citi<'s 

of the plain, and all Gilead, and all Bashan, unto Salecah and Edrei, cities of the king-
12 dom of Og in Bashan.t And this land we took in possession at that time: from Aroer, 

which is by the valley of Amon, and half the hill country of Gilead and the cities 
thereof, gave I unto the Reubenites and to the Gadites: and the rest of Gilead, and. 
all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, gave I unto the half tribe of Manasseh; all the region 

rs of Argoh, even all Bashan.t And I gave Gilead unto Machir. And unto the Reulien
ites and unto the Gadites I gave from Gilead even unto the valley of Amon, the 
middle of the valley, and the border thereof; even unto the river Jabbok, which is 
the border of the children of Ammon; the Arabah also, and Jordan and the border 
thereof, from Chinnereth even unto the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the 
slopes of Pisgah eastward. 

18 And I commanded you at that time, saying, The LORD your God hath given you 
this land to possess it: ye shall pass over armed before your brethren the children of 
Israel, all the men of valour. But your wives, and your little ones, and your cattle, 
(I know that ye have much cattle,) shall abide in your cities which I have given you; 
until the LORD give rest unto your brethren, as unto you, and they also possess the 
land which the LORD your Goel giveth them beyond Jordan: then shall ye return 

21 every man unto his possession, which I have given you. And I commanded Joshua 
at that time, saying, Thine eyes have seen all that the LoRD your God hath done unto 
these two kings: so shall the LORD do unto all the kingdoms whither thou goest over. 
Ye shall not fear them: for the LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you. 

~3 And I besought the LORD at that time, saying, 0 Lord GoD, thou hast begun to 
shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy strong hand: for what god is there in heawn 
or in earth, that can do according to thy works, and according to thy r11ighty acts? 
Let me go over, I pray thee, and see the good lane! that is beyond Jordan, that goodly 
mountain, and Lebanon. But the LORD was wroth with me for your sakes, and heark
ened not unto me: and the LORD said unto me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more 

27 unto me of this matter. Get thee up into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes west
ward, and northward, and southward, and eastward, and behold with thine eyes: 
for thou shalt not go m·er this Jordan. But charge Joshua, and encourage him, and 
strengthen him: for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to in
herit the land which thou shalt see. So we abode in the valley over against Beth-peor. 

4 And now, 0 Israel, hearken unto the statutes and unto the judgements which I 
teach you, for to do them; that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the 
LORD, the Goel of your fathers, giveth you. Ye shall not add unto the word which I 
command you, neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the commandments 

3 of the LORD your God which I command you. Your eyes have seen what the LoRn 
<lid because of Baal-peor: for all the men that followed Baal-peor, the LORD thy God 
hath destroyed them from the midst of thee. But ye that did cleave unto the LORD 
your Goel are alive every one of you this day. Behold, I have taught you statutes 
and judgements, even as the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in 

6 the midst of the land whither ye go in to JiOSsess it. Keep therefore and do them; 
for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, which 
shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and under
standing people. For what great nation is there, that hath a god so nigh unto them, 

9 *Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion, and the Amorites call it Senir. 
II t For only Og king of Bash an remained of the remnant of the Reph aim; behold, his bed

stead was a bedstead of iron; is it not in RabUah of the children of Ammon? nine culiits was 
the length thereof, and four cubits the breadth of it, after the cubit of a man. 

14 t The same is called the land of Rephaim. J air the son of Manasseh took all the region 
of Argob, unto the hor<lcr of the Geshurites and the .l\.1aacathites; and called them, even Bashan, 
after his own name, Havvoth-jair, unto this day. 
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as the LORD our God is whensoever we call upon him? And what 11:reat nation is B 
th,·n>, that hath statutes and judgements so ri11:hteousas all this law, which I set before 
v,iu this dav? Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget 
i he things ,;·hi ch thine eyes saw, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy 
life; but make them known unto thy children and thy children's children; the day 10 

that thou stoodest before the LoRD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD said unto 
mr, _-\sscm blc me the pro pie, and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn 
to fear me all the days that they live upon the earth, and that they may teach their 
rhildren. And ye came near and stood under the mountain; and the mountain 
l ·unll'd with fire 'unto the heart of heaven, with darkness, cloud, and thick darkness. 
:\nd the LoRn spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard" the voice of words, 
but ye saw no fom1; only ye heard a voice. And he declared unto you his covenant, 13 
which he commanded you to perform, even the ten commandments; and he wrote 
them upon t'rn tables of stone. And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach 
you statutes and juclgcments, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to 
possess it. Take Ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of 
form on the day that the LoRD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire: 
Je.,t ye corrupt yourseh·es, and make you a graven image in the form of any figure, r6 
the likem·,;,; of male or female, the likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the like
ne>s of any winged fowl that flieth in the heaven, the likeness of any thing that creep
uh on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water under the earth: and 
lc,;t thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun and the moon 
and the star,;, ewn all the host of heawn, thou be drawn away and worship them, and 
;,en·e them, which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all the peoples under the whole 
hra,·cn. But the LORD hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, 20 

out oi Egvpt, 10 be unto him a people of inheritance, as at this day. Furthermore 
the LORD was an.gry with me for ;'our s:i.kes, and sware that I should not go over 
Jordan, and that I should not go in unto tnat good land, which the LORD thy God 
1~!1"eth thee for an inheritance; but I must die in this land, I must not go over Jordan: 
l >lit ye shall go o,·cr, and possess that good land. Take heed unto yourselves, lest you 23 
for.get the co,·en:>nt of the LoRD your God, which he made with you, and make you 
a grawn image in the fom1 of any thing which the LORD thy God hath forbidden thee. 
h·r the LoRD thy God is a dernuring fire, a jealous God. 

\\"hen Lhou shalt beget children, and children's children, and ye shall have been 25 
lung in the land, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a graven image in the form 
of am· thing, and shall do that which is evil in the sight of the LORD thy God, to pro
'''kc him to anger: I call hea\·en and earth to witness against you this day, that ye 
,.,h:ill soon utlerly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess 
ll; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. And the 
LORD shall scatlcr you among the peoples, and ye shall be left few in number among 
the nations, whither the LORD shall lead you away. And there ye shall serve gods, 28 
the \rnrk of men's hand:;, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor 
scncll. But if from thence ye shall seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if 
1h,n1 search aftrr him wilh all thy heart and with all thy soul. When thou art in 
riliulation, and all these things are come upon thee, in the latter days thou shalt 

r··i11rn to the Lrnrn thy Gori, and hearken unto his voice: for the LORD thy God is a 
11°err·iful Gori; he will not fail thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of 
th\" fathers which he sware unto them. For ask now of th~ days that are past, which 32 
were before thee, sine~ the day that God created man upon the earth, and from the 
one end of hca\·cn unto the other, whether there hath been any such thing as this ~eat 
thing is, or hath been heard like it? Did ever people hear the voice of God speaking 
out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live? Or hath God assayed to go 
and take him a nation from the midst of another nation, by temptations, by signs, 
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and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out arm, and 
by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your Goel did for you in Egypt before 

35 your eyes? Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the LORD he is 
God; there is none else beside him. Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, 
that he might instruct thee: and upon earth he made thee to see his great lire; and 
thou hearclest his words out of the midst of the lire. And because he loved thy fathers, 
therefore he chose their seed after them, and brought thee out with his presence, with 
his great power, out of Egypt; to drive out nations from before thee greater and migh
tier than thou, to bring thee in, to give thee their land for an inheritance, as at this 

39 day. Know ther~re this clay, and lay it to thine heart, that the LORD he is God in 
heaven above and upon the earth beneath: there is none else. And thou shalt keep 
his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may 
go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy 
days upon the land, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever. 

41 Then Moses separated three cities beyond Jordan toward the sunrising; that the 
manslayer might fiee thither, which slayeth his neighbour unawares, and hated him 
not in time past; and that fleeing unto one of these cities he might live: namely, Bezcr 
in the wilderness, in the plain country, for the Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead, for 
the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, for the Manassites. 

ORATION II.-THE DELIVERY OF THE COVENANT TO THE 
LEVITES AND ELDERS 

44 And this is the law which.Moses se( before the children of Israel: these are !Irr 
testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgements, which .lfoses spake unto the children 
of Israel, when they came forth out of Egypt; beyond Jordan, in the valley over against 
Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon, whom 

47 Moses and the children of Israel smote, when they came forth out of F,gypt: and they 
took his land in possession, and the land of Og king of Bas/tan, the two kings of t/1e 
Amorites, which were beyond Jordan toward the sunrising; from Aroer, which is on 
the edge of the valley of Arnon, even unto mount Sion (the same is Hermon), and all the 
Arabah beyond Jordan eastward, even unto the sea of the Arabah, under the slopes of 

5 Pisgah. And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them: 

Hear, 0 Israel, the statutes and the judgements which I speak in your ears this 
day, that ye may learn them, and observe to do them. The LORD our God made a 

3 covenant with us in Horeb. The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, 
but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day. The LoRD spake with 
you face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire, (I stood between the LORD 
and you at that time, to shew you the word of the LORD: for ye were afraid because of 
the fire, and went not up into the mount;) saying, 

6 I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of thr 
house of bondage. 

THOU SHALT HAVE NONE OTHER GODS DEFORE ME. 
8 THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE A GRAVEN IMAGE, the likeness of any form 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the 
LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 
and upon the third and upon the fourth generation of them that hate me; and shew
ing mercy unto thousands, of them that love me and keep my commandments. 
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THOU SHA!.T :\'OT TAKE TIIE NAME OF THE LORD THY Goo IN VAIN: for the LORD II 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

Onst:R\'E THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP IT .HOLY, as the LORD thy God commanded 12 

thee. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is a 
sabbath unto the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy cbughtcr, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine 
ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy man
scn'ant and thy maidsen·ant may rest as well as thou. And thou shalt remember 
that thou wast a serrnnt in the land of Egypt, and the LORD thy God brought thee out 
thence lJY a mighty hand and by a stretched out aim: therefore the LORD thy God 
commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. 

Ho'\'Ol'R THY FATHER A'\'D THY MOTHER, as the LORD thy God commanded 16 
thee: that thy clan may he long, and that it may go well with thee, upon the land 
which the LoRn thv God gh·eth thee. 

THOl' SHALT DO C\"O ~!l'RDF.R. 
NEIT!-!ER SHALT THOU CO'.\BHT ADuLTERY. 
l\ F.lTIJF.R SHALT THOl' STF.AL. 
NEITHF.R SHALT THOU BEAR FALSE WITNESS against thy neighbour. 20 

NEITHER SH.HT THOU COVET thy neighbour's ·wife; neither shalt thou desire 
thy neighbour's house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his 
ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst 22 

of the fin:-, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no 
more. Anrl he wrote them upon two tables of stone, and gave them unto me. And 
it came to pass, wlwn ye heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the 
mountain rlid burn with fire, that ye came near unto me, even all the heads of your 
trihl'S. anti your elders; and ye said, Behold, the LORD our God hath shewed us his 24 
glory an<t his greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire: we 
haYe seen this day that God doth speak with man, and he liveth. Now therefore why 
should we die? for this great fire will consume us: if we hear the voice of the LORD 
our God any more, then we shall die. For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard 
the voice of the li\'ing God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and 
Ji,·ed' Go thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God shall say: and speak thou 27 
unto us all that the LORD our God shall speak unto thee; and we will hear it, and do 
it. Anrl the LORD heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the 
LoRD said unto me, I ha\'C heard the \'Oice of the words of this people, which they 
haw spoken unto thee: they have well said all that they have spoken. Oh that there 29 
were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my command
ments alway>, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever! Go 
say to them, Return ye to your tents. But as for thee, stand thou here by me, and 
I "·ill speak unto thee all the commandment, and the statutes, and the judgements, 
which thnu shalt teach them, that they may do them in the land which I give them to 
possess it. Ye >hall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded 32 
you: ye shall not turn aside to the right band or to the left. Ye shall walk in all the 
way which the LORD your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it 
may he well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall 
posse:;s. 

Now this is the commandment, the statutes, and the judgemencs, which the LORD 6 
your Gori commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go 
over to possess it: that thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes 
and his commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, 
all the clays of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged. Hear therefore, 0 Israel, 
and observe to do it; that il may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily. 
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as the LORD, the God of thy fathers, hath promised unto thee, in a land Gowing with 
milk and honey. 

4 Hear, 0 Israel: the LORD our God is one LORD: an cl thou shalt love the LORD 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, ancl with all thy might. And these 
words, which I command thee this day, shall be upon thine heart: and thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou lies! clown, and when 

a thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a ~ign upon thine hand, and tlwy 
shall be for frontlcts between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the door 
posts of thy house, and upon thY. gates. 

And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the Janel "·hich he 
sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, lo Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee; great ;ind 
goodly cities, which thou buildedsl not, and houses full of all good things, ll'hich tl1ou 
filledst not, and cisterns hewn out, which thou hewedst not, vineyards ancl olive tree,;, 

12 which thou plantedst not, and thou shalt cat and be full; then beware Jc,;t thou forget 
the LORD, which brougl-it thee forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt fear the LORD thy Goel; and him shalt thou serve, and shall 
swear hyhis name. Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the peoples which 
are round about you; for the LORD thy God in the midst of thee is a j"alous Goel; 
lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, an cl he destroy thee from 

r6 off the face of the earth. Ye shall Hot tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him 
in Massah. Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the Lorrn your God, 
and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee. ,\ncl thou 
shalt do that which is right and gooc.l in the sight of the Lorrn: that it may lie well 
with thee, and that thou mayest go in ancl possess the good land which the Lorw 
sware unto thy fathers, to thrust out all thine enemies from before thee, as the Lorrn 
hath spoken. 

20 When thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, \Vhal mean the tc~timonies, 
and the statutes, and the judgements, which the LonD our Goel hath commanded 
you? then thou shalt say unto thy son, \Ve were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and 
the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand: anrl the Lorrn shell'cd signs 
and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his house, 

23 before our eyes: and he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to 
give us the land which he sware unto our fathers. Ancl the Lorrn commanded us 
to do all these statutes, to fear the Lo1rn our God, for our good a!\\'a)'.', that he 
might preserve us alive, as at this day. And it shall be righteousness unl<> us, if we 
observe to do all this commandment before the LORD our God, as he hath com
manded us. 

7 When the LORD thy God shall Lring thee into the land whither thou goc,;t to 
possess it, and shall cast out many nations before thee, the Hittite, ancl the Girgashite, 
and the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Perizzile, and the HiYite, and the Jehu
site, seven nations greater and mightier than thou; and when the Lotrn thy Gori 
shall deliver them up before thee, and thou shalt smile them; then thou ,;halt ullerlv 
d~stroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mcr,·y un10 them: 
neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt n.>t gil'e uni" 

4 his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For he \\'ill I urn a'rn" tliy 
son from following me, that they may serve other gods: so \\'ill the "'"~'·r oi the Lo1m 
be kindled against you, and he will destroy thee quickly. But thus shall ye deed \\'ilh 
them; ye shall break down their altars, and dash in pieces their pillars, and hew 
down their Asherim, and burn their graven images with fire. For thou art an holy 
people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a peculiar 

7 people unto himself, above all peoples that are upon the face of the earth. The LoRD 
did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than 
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any people; for ye were the fewest of all peoples: but because the LORD love th you, 
and because he would keep the oath which he sware unto your fathers, hath the 
LoRD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of 
bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the LORD 9 
thy God, he is Goel; the faithful God, which kccpeth covenant and mercy with them 
that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; and repayeth 
them th1t hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack lo him that 
hatelh him, he will repay him to his face. Thou shalt therefore keep the command
ment, and the statutes, and the judgements, which I command thee this day, to do 
them. 

:\nd it shall come to pass, because ye hearken to these judgements, and keep, and 12 

do them, that the LORD thy God shall keep with thee the covenant and the mercy 
which he sware unto thy fathers: and he will love thee. and bless thee, and multiply 
thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy body and the fruit of thy ground, thy corn and 
thy wine and thine oil, the increase of thy kine ancl the young of thy flock, in the land 
which he swarc unto tl)y fathers to gi,·c thee. Thou shalt be blessed above all 
peoples: there shall not be male or female barren among you, or among your cattle. 
And th~ LoRD will take away from thee all sickness; and he will put none of the 15 
n·il di:;rascs of Egypt, which thou knowcst, upon thee, but will lay them upon all 
them that hate thee. And thou shalt consume all the peoples which the LORD thy 
Goel shall deliver unto thee; thine eye shall not pity them: neither shalt thou serve 
their gods; for that will be a snare unto thee. If thou shalt say in thine heart, These 
nations are more than I; how can I dispossess them? thou shalt not be afraid of them: 18 
thuu shalt well remember what the LORD thy God dicl unto Pharaoh, and unto all 
Egvpt; the great temptations which thine eyes saw, and the sif.',TIS, and the wonders, 
and the mighty hand, and the stretched out arm, whereby the LoRD thy God brought 
thee out: so shall the LORD thy God do unto all the peoples of whom thou art afraid. 
\loreowr the LoRn thy God will sencl Lhe hornet among them, until they that are left, 
3nd hide themselYes, perish from before thee. Thou shalt not be affrighted at them: 21 

for the LORD thy God is in the midst oi thee, a great God and a terrible. And the 
LORD thy God will cast o,ut those nations before thee by little and little: thou mayest 
not consume them at once, lest the beasts of the field increase upon thee. But the 
Lc>RD thy God shall deliver them up before thee, and shall discomfit them with a 
great discomfiture, until they be destroyed. And he shall deliver their kings into 24 
thine hand, and thou shalt make their name to perish from under heaven: there shall 
no man be ahle to stand before thee, until thou have destroyed them. The graven 
images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not covet the silver or the gold 
that i> on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snare.I therein: for it is an abomi
nation to the LORD thy God: and thou shalt not bring an abomination into thine 
house, and become a de\'Oted thing like unto it: thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou 
shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a devoted thing. 

Ai: l:1e commandment which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that 8 
ye may live, ancl multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto 
your fathers. And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God hath • 
led thee these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble thee, to prove thee, 
to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commanelments, or 
no. And he humbled thee, and sulTered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, 
which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee 
know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every thing that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of the LORD doth man live. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, 4 
neither did thy foot swell, these forty years. And thou shalt consider in thine heart, 
that, as a man chasleneth his son, so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee. And thou 
>halt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear 
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him. For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of 
B water, of fountains and depths, springing forth in valleys and hills; a land of wheat 

and barley, a~d Yincs and fig trees an~ pomegranates; a land of oil olives and honey; 
a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing 
in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass. 
And thou shalt eat and be full, and thou shalt bless the LORD thy Goel for the good 

11 land which he hath giYen thee. Beware lest thou forget the LORD thy God, in not 
keeping his commandments, and his judgements, and his statutes, which I command 
thee this clay: lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and 
dwelt therein; and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy 
gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; then thine heart be lifted up 
and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt'. 

15 out of the house of bondage; who led thee through the great and terrible wilderness, 
wherein were fiery serpents and scorpions, and thirsty ground where was no water; 
who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; who fed thee in the wilderness 
with manna, which thy fathers knew not; that he might humble thee, and that he 
might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; and thou say in thine heart, My 

18 power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt re
member the LORD thy Goel, for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth; that he 
may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as at this day. And 
it shall be, if thou shalt forget the LORD thy Goel, and walk after other gods, and serve 
them, and worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish. 
As the nations which the LORD maketh to perish before you, so shall ye perish; because 
ye would not hearken unto the Yoice of the LORD your God. 

9 Hear, 0 Israel: thou art to pass O\'er Jordan this clay, to go in to possess nations 
greater and mightier than thyself, cities µ:reat and fenced up to heaven, a people great 
and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom thou knowest, and of whom thou hast heard 
say, Who can stand before the sons of Anak? Know therefore this day, that the 
LORD thy God is he which goeth over before thee as a devouring fire; he shall destroy 
them, and he shall bring them down before thee: so shalt thou drive them out, and 

4 make them to perish quickly, as the LORD hath spoken un;o thee. Speak not thou 
in thine heart, after that the LORD thy God hath thrust them out from before thee, 
saying, For my righteousness the LORD hath brought me in to possess this land: 
whereas for the wickedness of these nations the LORD doth drive them out from before 
thee. Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go 
in to possess their land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD thy Goel 
doth drive them out from before thee, and that he may establish the word which the 

6 LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. Know therefore, 
that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteous
ness; for thou art a stiff necked people. Remember, forget thou not, how thou pro
vokedst the LORD thy God to wrath in the wilderness: from the day that thou wen test 
forth out of the land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious 

8 against the LORD. Also in Horeb ye provoked the LORD to wrath, and the LORD 
• was anµ:ry with you to have destroyed you. When I was gone up into the mount to 

receiYe the tables of stone, even the tables of the CO\'enant which the LORD made with 
you, then I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights; I did neither eat bread nor 
drink water. And the LORD delivered unto me the two tables of stone written with 
the finger of God; and on them was written according to all the words, which the 
LORD spake with you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the clay of the assem-

n bly. And it came to pass at the end of forty days and forty nights, that the LORD 
gave me the two tables of stone, e\'en the tables of the covenant. And the LORD said 
unto me, Arise, get thee down quickly from hence; for thy people which thou hast 
brought forth out of Egypt have corrupted themselves; they are quickly turned aside 
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out of the wav which I comma.nded them; they have made them a molten image. 
Furthermore the LORD spake unto me, saying, I have seen this people, and, behold, 
it is a stiff necked people: let me alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out their 14 
name from under heaven: and I will make of thee a nation mightier and greater than 
tlwr. So I turned and came down from the mount, and the mount burned with fire: 
and the two tables of the covenant were in my two hands. And I looked, and, behold, 
ve had sinned against the LORD your God; ye had made you a molten calf: ye had 
turned aside quickly out of the way which the LORD had commanded you. And I 17 
took hold of the two tables, and cast them out of my two hands, and brake them before 
mur eyes. And I fell down before the LORD, as at the first, forty days and forty 
nights; I did neither cat bread nor drink water; because of all your sin which ye sinned, 
in cloing that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. For 
1 was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure, wherewith the LORD was wroth again~t 
you to destroy you. But the LORD hearkened unto me that time also. And the LORD 20 

was very angry with .-\aron to have destroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron also the 
same time. And I took your sin, the calf which ye had made, and burnt it with fire, 
and stamped it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine as dust: and I cast the dust 
thereof into the brook that descended out of the mount. And at Taberah, and at 
'IJassah, and at Kibroth-hattaavah, ye provoked the LORD to wrath. And when the 23 
LORD sent you from Kadesh·barnea, saying, Go up and possess the land which I 
ha,·e gi,·en you; then ye rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your God, 
and ye believed him not, nor hearkened to his mice. Ye have been rebelliotJS against 
the LORD from the day that I knew you. So I fell down before the LORD the forty 
days and forty nights that I fell down; because the LORD had said he would destroy 
you. And I prayecl unto the LORD, and said, 0 Lord Goo, destroy not thy people 
and thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, which 
thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand. Remember thy sen·ants, 27 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; look not unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to their 
wickedness, nor to their sin: lest the land whence thou brougbtest us out say, Because 
the LORD was not able to bring them into the land which he promised unto them, 
and because he hated them, he hath brou,ght them out to slay them in the wilderness. 
Yet they are thy people and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest out by thy great 
power and by thy stretched out arm . 

. -\t that time the LORD said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the 10 
first, and come "P unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood. And I 
will write on the tables the words that were on the first tables which thou brakes!, 
and thou shalt put them in the ark. So I made an ark of acacia wood, and hewed 
two tables of stone like unto the first, and went up into the mount, having the two 
tables in mine hand. And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the 4 
ten commandments, which the LORD spake unto you in the mount out of the midst 
of the fire in the <lay of the assembly: and the LORD gave them unto me. And I 
turned and came down from the mount, and put the tables in the ark which I had 
marle; anrl there they be, as the LORD commanded me.* And I stayed in the mount, 10 

as at the first time, forty days and forty nights: and the LORD hearkened unto me 
that time also; the LORD would not destroy thee. And the LORD said unto me, Arise, 
take thy journey before the people; and they shall go in and possess the land, which I 
sware unto their fathers to give unto them. 

. *And the chilrlren of Israel journeyed from Beeroth Bene-jaakin to l\foserah: there Aaron 6 
d_1(·d, and there he was buric<l; and Eleazar his son ministered in the priest's offirc in his stead. 
~ rom thence they journeyed unto Gudgodah; and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land of brooks 
of water. At that time the LORD separated the trihc of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of 8 
the LORD, to stand before the LoRU to ministC'r unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day. 
\\Therefore" Levi hath no portion nor inheritance with his brethren; the LoRn is his inheritance, 
according as the LoRLJ thy God spake unto him." 
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12 And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God.require of thee, but to fear the 
LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy 
God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, to keep the commandments of the LORD, 
and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good? Behold, unto the 
LORD thy God belongeth the heaven, and the heaven of heavens, the earth, with all 

15 that therein is. Only the LORD had a delight in thy fathers to love them, and he 
chose their seed after them, even you above all peoples, as at this day. Circumcise 
therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffopcked. For the LORD your 
God, he is Gori of gods, anrl Lord of lords, the great God, the mighty, and the terri
ble, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward. He doth execute the judgement 
of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. 

19 Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. Thou 
shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve; and to him shalt thou cleave, 
and by his name shalt thou swear. He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath 
done for thee these great and terrible things, which thine eyes have seen. Thy fathers 
went down into Egypt with threescore and ten persons; and now the LORD thy Gorl 

11 hath made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude. Therefore thou shalt love 
the LORD thy God, and keep his charge, and his statutes, and his judgements, and 
his commandments, alway. And know ye this day; for I speak not with your chil
dren which have not known, and which have not seen the chastisement of the LORD 
your God, his greatness, his mighty hand, and his stretched out am1, and his signs, 
and his works, which he did in the midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt, 

4 and unto all his land; and what he rlid unto the army of Egypt, unto their horses, 
and to their chariots; how he made the water of the Red Sea to overflow them as 
they pursued after you, and how the LORD hath destroyed them unto this day; and 
what hP did unto you in the wilderness, until ye came unto this place; and what he 
did unto Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben; how the earth 
opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their households, and their tents, and 

7 every living thing that followed them, in the midst of all Israel: but your eyes have 
seen all the great work of the LORD which he dirl. Therefore shall ye keep all the 
commandment which I command thee this day, that ye may be strong, and go in and 
possess the land, whither ye go over to possess it; and that ye may prolong your days 
upon the land, which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give unto them and to 
their seed, a land flowing with milk and honey. 

10 For the land, whither thou goest in to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, from 
whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as 
a garden of herbs: but the land, whither ye go over to possess it, is a land of hills 
and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven: a land which the LORD thy 
God careth for; the eyes of the LORD thy God are always upon it, from the beginning 
of the year even unto the end of the year. And it shall come to pass, if ye shall hearken 
diligently unto my commandments which I command you this day, to love the LORD 

14 your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, that I will give 
the rain of your land in its season, the former rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest 
11:ather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil. And I will give grass in thy fields for 
thy cattle, and thou shalt eat and be full. Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be 
deceived, and ve turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them; and the anger 
of the LORD be kindled against you, and he shut up the heaven, that there be no rain, 
and that the land yield not her fruit; and ye perish quickly from off the good land 
which the LORD giveth you. 

18 Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul; and ye 
shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for frontlets between 
your eyes. And ye shall teach them your children, talking of them, when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
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"·hen thou riscst up. And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of thine house, 
an cl upon thy gales: !ha! your days may be multiplied, and !he days of your children, 21 

upon the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers lo !(ive them, as the days of the 
kaH·ns alion~ the earth. For if ye shall diligently keep all this commandment which 
l command you, to do iL; to lo\·e !he LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
dean· unto him; then will the LoRD dri\·e out all these nations from before you, and 
w :;hall fl'""'ss nations greater and mightier than yourselves. Every place whereon 2.1 
till' ,,_,le of your foot shall !read shall be yours: from the wilderness, and Lebanon, from 
: ht· rin-r. the ri,·cr Euphrates, even unto the hinder sea shall be your border. There 
shall no man be able to stand before you: the LORD your God shall lay the fear of 
Y•lll and the dread of you upon all the land that ye shall tread upon, as he hath spoken 
Ullin ,·ou. 

Behold, I set he fore you this day a blessing and a curse; the blessing, if ye shall 26 
hearken unto the mmmandments of the LORD your Goel, which I command you this 
da\·: and th,· curse, if ye shall not hearken unto the commandments of the LORD 
vour Gorl, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this <lay, to go after 
other g.ids, 1\·hich ye have not known. And it shall come to pass, when the LORD 
thv Cod shall bring thee into the land whither thou goes! to possess it, that thou shalt 
set the blessing upon mount Gcrizim, and the curse upon mount Eba!. Are they not 30 
l.cyond Jordan, behind the way of the going down of the sun, in the land of the 
Cannnites which rlwell in the Ara bah, 01·er against Gilgal, beside the oaks of Moreh? 
For ye are to pass o\·er Jordan to go in to possess the land which the LORD your God 
l!:iwth you, and yr shall possess it, and dwell therein. And ye shall observe to do all 
the statutes and the judgements which I set before you this day. 

THE BOOK OF THE COVENANT 

These are the statutes and the judge- joice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye 
men cs, \\·hirh \'C shall obsen·e to do in the and vour households, wherein the LORD thy 
land which the· Ln1m, the· (;o<l of thv fath- God. hath blessed thee. Ye shall not do 
er;, hath gin·n thee to possess it, ~II the aflcr all the things that we do here this day, 
cl;i_,-s th;1t Yl' lin• UJH1n the earth. every man whatsoever is right in his own 

Ye shall :;:urL'ly dl'!->lroy all the places, eyes: for ye are not as yet come to the rest 9 
1\ ht.:rein the nations which re shall possess and to the inheritance, which the LORD your 
,cr·;ed their guds, u:'"" the high rnoun- God giveth thee. But when ye go over Jor-
•ain>, and u1•nn the hills, and under every dan, and dwell in the land which the LORD 
1-~n·t·11 trl'c: and vc :;;hall break down their Your God cnuseth vou to inherit, and he 
a lea r'- and dash in pieces their pillars, and giveth you rest from all your enemies round 
IJurn their A.,hnim "·ith fire; and ve shall about, so that ye dwell in safety; then it II 
h, ". d .. 11n tlw wa,-en images of their gods; shall come to pass that the place which the 
and l'e ,hall d('slrm· their name out of that L01m \'our God shall choose to cause his 
1,1:i--,:. Ye shall not do "' unto the LORD name io dwell there, thither shall ye bring 
:-·,,ur c;,,,J. But untn the place which the all Lhat I command you; your burnt offer-
L111'.1J ··r,:H (;o<l .-;hall 1.:hoosc out of all vour ings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and 
u-i\-JL·.;; l!; p~1t his name there. cvc>n untO his thchca\·cofTcringofyourhand,andallyour 
h;tlJit<ninn shall \'l' :-·:u·k, an<l thither thou choice vows which ye VO\\' unto the LORD: 
>h:tlt rnmc: and ·thither ,.c shall bring your and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your i2 

ln:rnt off, rings. and ,-,JUr sacrifices. and God, ye, and your sons, and your daugh-
:·oi.:r tiLlll's. and lhe he;t\"l-' offering of your tcrs, and your menservants, and your maid-
hand, and HJUr vows, and vour freewill servants, and the Levite that is within your 
t 1 !Tering-.,, a1ld the Jir~tling:-; <;f your herd gates, forasmuch ns he hath no portion nor 
;111d of your flock: :ind lh:rc ,.e shall eat inheritance with you. Take heed to thy-
l>dore the Lo1w your God, and ye shall re- sl'lf that thou offer not thy burnt offerings in 
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thy children after thee for ever, when thou 
doest that which is good and right in the eyes 
of the LORD thy God. 

14 every place that thou seest: but in the place 
which the LORD shall choose in or.e of thy 
tribes, there thou shalt ofTcr thy burnt offer
ings, and there thou shalt do all that I 
command thee. Notwithstanding thou When the LORD thy God shall cut off the 21 
ma vest kill and eat flesh within all thy nations from before thee, whither thou goest 
gat~s. after all the desire of thy soul, ac- in lo possess them, and thou posscsscst them, 
cording to the blessing of the LORD thy God and dwellest in their land; take heed to thv-
which he hath given thee: the unclean and self that thou be not ensnared to follow 
the clean may eat thereof, as of the gazelle, them, after that they be destroyed from bc-

16 and as of the hart. Only ye shall not cat fore thee; and that thou inquire not after 
the blood; thou shalt pour it out upon the their gods, saying, How ~lo these nations 
earth as water. Thou ma vest not cat serve their gods? cYen so will I do likewise. 
within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or Thou shall not do so unto the LORD thY 31 
of thy wine, or of thine oil, or the firstlings God: for every abomination to the Lo1w, 
of thy hNd or of thy Oock, nor any of thy which he hateth, have they done unto their 
vows which thou vowcst, nor thy freewill gods: for even their sons and their daugh-
ofTerings, nor the heave o!Tering of thine lcrs do they burn in the fire lo their gods. 

18 hand: but thou shalt cat them before What thing soever I command you, that 
the Lorrn thy God in the place which the shall ye observe to do: thou shalt not add 
LORD thy God shall choose, thou, and thy thereto, nor diminish from it. 
son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, If there arise in the midst of thee al: 
and thv maidservant, and the Levite that is prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and he 
within "thy gales: and thou shalt rejoice be- give thee a sign or a wonder, and the sign 
fore the LORD thy God in all that thou put- or the wonder come to pass, whereof he 
test thine hand unto. Take heed lo thvself spake unto thee, s:tying, Let us go after other 
that thou forsake not the Levite as long as gods, which thou hast not known, and kt us 
thou livest upon thy land. serve them; thou shalt not hearken unlo3 

20 When the Lorm thy (;od shall enlarge the words of that prophet, or unto that 
thy border, as he hath promised thee, and dreamer of dreams; for the Lorm \'our God 
thou shalt say, I will cal flesh, because thy provcth you, lo know whether y~ IO\·e the 
soul desireth lo cat flesh; thou mayest cal LORD your God with all your heart and 
flesh, after all the desire of thy soul. If the with all vour soul. Ye shall walk after the 
place which the LORD thy God shall choose Lo1rn y<;ur God, and fear him, and keep his 
to put his name there be too far from thee, commandments, and obC\· his voice, and \T 

then thou shalt klll of thy herd and of thy shall serve him, and cleave unto him. And S 
flock, which the LORD hath given thee, as I that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, 
have commanded thee, and thou shalt cat shall be put to death; because he hath 
within thy gates, after all the desire of thy spoken rebellion against the Lo rm your God. 

22 soul. Even as the gazelle and as the hart is which brought you out of the land of 
eaten, so thou shalt eat thereof: the un- Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house 
clean and the clean shall eat thereof alike. of bondage, to draw thee aside out of the 
Only be sure that thou cat not the blood; way \l"hich the LORD thy God commanded 
for the blood is the life; and thou shalt not thee to walk in. So shalt thou put away 
eat the life with the flesh. Thou shalt not the evil from the midst of thee. 
eat it; thou shalt pour it out upon the earth If thv brother, the son of thv mother, or 6 

24 as water. Thou shalt not eat it; that it thy sori, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy 
may go well with thee, and with thy children bosom, or thv friend, which is as thine min 
after thee, when thou shalt do that which is soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let u.-; go 
right in the eyes of the LORD. Only thy and serve other gods, which thou hast not 
holy things which thou hast, and thy rnws, known, thou, nor thy fathers; of the god-; 
thou shalt take, and go unto the place which of the peoples which arc round about you, 

27 the LORD shall choose: and thou shalt nigh unto thee, or far ofT from thee, from thl" 
offer thy burnt offerings, the flesh and the one end of the earth even unto the other encl 
blood, upon the altar of the LORD thy God: of the earth; thou shalt not consent unlo 8 
and the blood of thy sacrifices shall he him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall 
poured out upon the altar of the LORD thy thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, 
God, and thou shalt eat the flesh. Observe neither shalt thou conceal him: but thou 
and hear all these words which I command shalt surclv kill him; thine hand shall he 
thee, that it may go well with thee, and with first upon· him to put him to death, and 

172 



Farewell of Moses 91--

afterwards tl1e•hand of all the people. And 
thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; 
because he hath sought to draw thee away 
from the Lo Rn thy (~od, which brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. And all Israel shall hear, and 
fear, and shall do no more any such wicked
ness as this is ;n the midst o(thee. 

If thou shalt hear tell concerning one of 
thy cities, which the LORD thy God giveth 
thee lo dwell there, saying, Certain base fel
lows are gone out from the midst of thee, 
and ha,·e drawn away the inhabitants of 
their city, saving, Let us go and serve other 
gods which ye haw not known; then shalt 
thou inquire, and make search, and ask 
diligently; and, behold, if it be truth, and 
the thing certain, that such abomination is 
wrought in the midst of thee; thou shalt 
surely smite the inhabitants of that city 
with the edge of the sword, destroying it 
utterh-. and all that is therein and the cattle 
thereof, with the edge of the sword. And 
thou shalt gather all the spoil of it into the 
midst of the street thereof, and shalt burn 
with fire the city, and all the spoil thereof 
even· whit, unto the LORD th,· God: and 
it sl1all be an heap for ever; ·it shall not 
be built again. And there shall cleave 
nought of the derntecl thing to thine hand: 
that the LORD mav turn from the fierceness 
of his anger, and shew thee mercy, and have 
compassion upon thee, and multiply thee, 
as he hath sworn unto thv fathers; when 
thou shalt hearken to the _.;oice of the LORD 

thy God, to keep all his commandments 
which I command thee this day, to do that 
which is right in the eyes of the LORD thy 
God. 

Ye are the children of the LORD vour 
God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make 
anv baldness between vour eves for the dead. 
For thou art an holy people' unto the LORD 
thv God, and the LORD hath chosen thee lo 
be. a peculiar people unto himself, above all 
peoples that arc upon the face of the earth. 

Thou ,halt not eat any abominable thing. 
These arc the ht"asts which ve shall eat: 
the ox, the sheep, and the goat, the hart, 
and the gazelle, and the roehuck, and the 
wild goat, and the pygarg, and the antelope, 
anil the chamois. And everv beast that 
partl"lh the hoof, and hath th~ hoof cloven 
in two, and chcweth the cud, among the 
beasts, that \•e shall eat. Nevertheless 
these ye shall not cat of them that chew the 
cud, or of them that have the hoof cloven: 
th•'. camel, and the hare, and the coney, 
!x,<·ause they chew the cucl but part not the 
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hoof, they are unclean unto you: and the 
swine, because he parteth the hoof but 
cheweth not the cud, he is unclean unto you: 
of their flesh ye shall not eat, and their rnr
cases ye shall not touch. 

These ye shall eat of all that are in the 9 
waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales 
shall ve eat: and whatsoever hath not fins 
and scales ye shall not eat; it is unclean unto 
you. 

Of all clean birds ve mav eat. But these 11 

are they of which ye shall not eat: t\te eagle, 
and the gier eagle, and the ospray; and the 
glede, and the falcon, and the kite aftec its 
kind; and every raven after its kind; and 14 
the ostrich, and the night hawk, and the 
seamew, and the hawk after its kind; the 
little'owl, and the great owl, and the horned 
owl; and the pelican, and the vulture, and 
the cormorant; and the stork, and the 19 
heron after its kind, and the hoopoc, and 
the bat. And all winged creeping things 
are unclean unto you: they shall not be 
eaten. Of all clean fowls ve mav eat. 

Ye shall not eat of any 'thing 'that dieth 21 

of itself: thou mayest give it unto the stran
ger that is within thy gates, that he may eat 
it; or thou mayest sell it unto a foreigner: 
for thou art an holy people unto the LORD 
thv God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in its 
m;,ther's milk. 

Thou shalt surelv tithe all the increase of 22 

thv seed, that which cometh forth of the 
fie'!d year by year. And thou shalt eat be
fore the LORD thy God, in the place which 
he shall choose to muse his name to dwell 
there, the tithe of thv corn, of thv wine, and 
of thine oil, and the firstlings Zif thy herd 
and of thy flock; that thou mayest learn 
to fear the LORD thv God· alwavs. And if 2~ 
the way be too long for thee, so that thou 
art not able to carry it, because the place is 
too far from thee, which the LORD thy 
God shall choose to set his name there, 
when the L01rn thv God "hall bless 
thee: then shalt thou· turn it into money, 
and bind up the money in thine hand, and 
shalt go unto the place which the LORD 
thy God shall choose; and thou shalt beelow 26 
the monev for whatsoever thv soul desireth, 
for oxen,~ or for sheep, or fOr wine, or for 
stron~ drink, or for whatsoever thy soul 
askcth of thee: and thou shalt eat there 
before the Loi<D thv God, and lhou shalt re
joice, thou and thine household: and the 
Levitc that is within thy gates, thou shalt 
nol forsake him; for he hath no portion nor 
inheritance with thee. 

At the end of every three years thou shalt 28 
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bring forth all the tithe of thine increase 
in the same year, and shalt lay it up within 
thy gates: and the Levite, because he hath 
no portion nor inheritance with thee, and 
the stranger, and the fatherless, and the 
widow, which are within thy gates, shall 
come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that 
the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the 
work of thine hand which thou doest. 

15 At the end of every seven years thou shalt 
make a release. And this is the manner 
of the release: every creditor shall release 
that which he hath lent unto his neighbour; 
he .shall not exact it of his neighbour and 
his brother; because the Lo Rn's release 
hath been proclaimed. Of a foreigner 
thou mayest exact it: but whatsoever of 
thine is with thy brother thine hand shall 

4 release. Howbeit there shall be no poor 
with thee; (for the LORD will surely bless 
thee in the land which the LORD thy God 

-..a Old Testament History 
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nish him liberally out of thy flock, and out of 
thy threshing-Jloor, and out of thy wine
press: as the Lonn thy God hath blessed 
thee thou shalt give unto him. And thou 15 
shalt remember that thou wast a bondman 
in the land of Egypt, and the Lo1m thy (;ocl 
redeemed thee: therefore 1 command thee 
this thing to-day. And it shall be, if he say 
unto thee, I will not go out from thee; Le· 
cause he loveth thee and thine house, lw
cause he is \\·ell with thee; then thou shalt 17: 
take an a;•:I, and thrust it through his car 
unto the door, and he shall be thy scrrnnl 
for ever. And also unto thy maidser
vant thou shalt do likewise. It shall not 
seem hard unto thee, when thou lettest him 
go free from thee; for to the double of the 
hire of an hireling hath he served thee six 
years: and the Lmrn thy God shall bless 
thee in all that thou doest. 

giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it;) All the firstling males that are born of thy 19 
if only thou diligently hearken unto the herd and of thv flock thou shalt sannifv 
voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do unto the Lo1rn thy God: thou shalt do nii 
all this commandment which I command work with the f1rslling of thine ox, nor 

6 thee this day. For the LORD thy God will shear the lirstling of thy flock. Thou shalt 
bless thee, as he promised thee: and thou eat it befoce the Lo1rn thv God vear bv vear 
shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt in the place which the Lmrn ;hall chc;o"·· 
not borrow; and thou shalt rule over many thqu and thy household. And if it have anv 21 

nations, but they shall not rule over thee. blemish, as if it be lame or blind, any ill 
7 If there be with thee a poor man, one of blemish whatsoever, thou shalt not sacrilin: 

thy brethren, within any of thy gales in thy it unto the Lmrn thy God. Thou shalt cat 
land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, it within thy gates: the unclean and the 
thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor clean shall cal it alike, as the gazelle, and a;; 
shut thine hand from thy poor brother: the hart. Only thou shall not cal the blood 
but thou shalt surely open thine hand thereof; thou shalt pour it out upon the 
unto him, and shalt surely lend him ground as water. 
sufficient for his need in that which he Observe the month of Abib, and keep the 16 

9 wanteth. Beware that there be not a base passover unto the Lo1rn thy God: for in 
thought in thine heart, saying, The seventh the month of Abib the Lo1rn thv God 
year, the year of release, is at hand; and brought thee forth out of Egypt by night. 
thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, And thou shalt sacrilice the passover unto 
and thou give him nought; and he cry unto the LORD thv Goel, of the flock and the herd, 
the LORD against thee, and it be sin unto thee. in the place which the Lo:m shall choose 

10 Thou shalt surely give him, and thine heart to cause his name to d\\"ell there. Thou 3 
shall not be grieved when thou gives! unto shalt cat no leavened bread with it; seven 
him: because that for this thing the LORD davs shalt thou cat unleavened bread there-
thy God shall bless thee in all thy work, wiih, even the bread of aJlliction; for thou 
and in all that thou puttcst thine hand unlo. camcst forth out of the land of Egvpt in 
For the poor shall never cease out of the haste: that thou ma vest rcnwmlicr the dav 
land: therefore I command thee, saying, when thou earnest f<'irth out oi the land ,;f 
Thou shalt surely open thine hand unto Egvpt all the days of thv life. ,\nd thl"rc ·I 
thy brother, to thy needy, and to thy poQr, shall be no leaven scl"n with thee in all tlw 
in thy land. borders sev<:n davs; nl'ithcr shall anv of th~ 

12 If thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an He- flesh, which tho~1 s;icrilin·st the li~st d:iy 
brew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve at even, remain all nighl until the morning. 
thee six years; then in the seventh year thou 'I'hou 1naycst not sacrifice the passvn_·r 
shalt let him go free from thee. And when within any of thy gates, which the Lo1<1> 
thou lettest him go free from thee, thou thy God giveth thee: but at the place which'• 
shalt not let him go empty: thou shalt fur- the LonD thy God shall choose to cause bis 
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name to dwell in, there thou shalt sacrifice 
the passover at even, at the going down of 
the sun. at the season that thou earnest forth 
out of Egypt. And Lhou shalt roast and eat 
it in the place which the LORD thy God 
shall choose: and thou shalt turn in the 
morning, and go unto thy tents. Six days 
thou shalt eat unleavened bread: and on the 
se,·enlh dav shall be a solemn assemblv 
to the LORD thy God; thou shalt do no 
work therein. 

Se\·en weeks shalt thou number unto thee: 
from the time thou beginnest to put the 
sickle lo the standing corn shalt thou begin 
to number seven weeks. And thou shalt 
keep the feast of weeks unto the LORD thy 
(~od with a tribute of a freewill offering of 
thine hand, which thou shalt give, according 
as the LORD th\• God blesseth thee: and 
thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, 
thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy 
manservant, and thy maidservant, and the 
Levite that is within thy gates, and the 
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, 
that are in the midst of thee, in the place 
which the LORD thv God shall choose to 
cause his name lo dwell there. And thou 
shall rememher that thou wast a bondman 
in Egypt: and Lhou shalt observe and do 
these statutes. 

Thou shalt keep the feast of la bernacles 
sewn days, after that thou hast gathered in 
from thy threshing-floor and from thy wine
press: and thou shall rejoice in thy feast, 
thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and 
thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and 
the Le\"ile, and the stranger, and the father
less, and the widow, that are within thy 
gates. Sewn days shalt thou keep a fea;t 
unto the LORD thy God in the place which 
the LORD shall choose: because the LORD 
thv God shall bless thee in all thine increase, 
and in all the work of thine hands, and thou 
shalt be allogelher joyful. 

Three Limes in a year shall all thy males 
appear before the LORD thy God in the place 
which he shall choose; in the feast of un
lea-·e.ncd bn·ad, and in the feast of weeks, 
and Ill the feast of tabernacles: and thev 
shall not appear before the LORD empty': 
every man shall give as he is able, according 
lo the blessing of the LORD thy God which 
he hath given thee. 
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ther shalt thou take a gift; for a gilt doth 
blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the 
words of the righteous. That which is alto
gether just shall thou follow, that thou 
mavest live, and inherit the land which the 
Loim thy God giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not plant thee an Asherah 21 

of any kind of tree beside the altar of the 
LORD thy God, which thou shalt make thee. 
Neither shalt thou set thee up a pillar; 
which the LORD thy God hateth. 

Thou shalt not sacrifice unto the LORD 17 
thy God an ox, or a sheep, wherein is a 
blemish, or anv evilfavouredness: for that 
is an abomination unto the LORD thy God. 

If there be found in the midst of thee, 2 

within any of thy gales which the LORD 
thy God giveth thee, man or woman, that 
doelh that which is evil in the sight of the 
LORD thy God, in transgressing his cove
nant, and hath gone and served other gods, 
and worshipped them, or the sun, or the 
moon, or any of the host of heaven, which I 
have not commanded; and it be told thee, 4 
and thou hast heard of it, then shall thou 
inquire diligently, and, behold, if it be true, 
and the thing certain, that such abomina
tion is wrought in Israel; then shalt thou 
bring forth that man or that woman, which 
have done this evil thing, unto thy gales, 
even the man or the woman; and thou shalt 
stone them with stones, that they die. At 6 
the mouth of two witnesses, or three wit
nesses, shall he that is lo die be put to 
death; at the mo!.lth of one witness he shall 
not be put lo death. The hand of the wit
nesses shall be first upon him, to put him to 
death, and afterward the hand of all the 
peoµle. So thou shall put away the evil 
from the mid't of thee. 

If there arise a matter too hard for thee in 8 
judgement, between blood and blood, be
tween µlea and plea, and between stroke 
and stroke, being matters of controversy 
within thy gates: then shall thou arise, 
and get thee up unto the place which the 
LORD thy God shall choose; and thou shalt 
come unto the pries ls the Levites, c ;id unto 
the judge that shall be in those days: and 
thou shall inquire; and the;· shall shew 
thee the sentence of judgement: and thou 10 

shalt do according lo the tenor of the srn
tenre, which they shall shew thee from that 
place which the LORD shall choose; and 

Judges and officers shalt thou make thee thou shall ouserve to do according to all 
in all thy gates, which the LORD thy God that they shall teach thee: according to the 
gi\"cLh thee, according to thy tribes: and tenor of the law which they shall leach thee, 
they shall judge the people with righteous and according lo the judgement which they 
judgement. Thou shalt not wrest jucl~e- shall tell lhPe, thou shalt do: thou shall not 
ment; thou shalt not respect persons: nci- turn aside from the sentence which they shall 
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shew thee, to the right hand, nor to the left. 
12 And the man that doeth presumptuously, 

in not hearkening unto the priest that stand
eth to minister there before the LORD thy 
God, or unto the judge, even that man shall 
die: and thou shalt put away the evil from 
Israel. And all the people shall hear, and 
fear, and do no more presumptuously. 

14 \\1hen thou art come unto the land which. 
the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt 
possess 't, and shalt dwell therein; and 
shalt say, i will set a king over me, like as all 
the nations that are round about me; thou 
shalt in any wise set him king over thee, 
whom the LORD thv God shall choose: one 
from among thy brethren shalt thou set king 
over thee: thou mayest not put a foreigner 

r6 over thee, which is not thy brother. Only 
he shall not multiply horses to himself, 
nor cause the people to return· to Egypt, 
to the end that he should multiply horses: 
forasmuch as the LORD hath said unto vou, 
Ye shall henceforth return no more that ~vav. 
Neither shall he multiply wives to hi1meif, 
that his heart turn not awav: neither shall 
he great Iv multiply lo him>elf silver and gold. 

r8 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the 
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write 
him a copy of this law in a book, out of that 
which is before the priests the Levites: and 
it shall be with him, and he shall read therein 
all the davs of his life: that he mav learn to 
fear the LORD his God, lo keep all ihe words 
of this law and these statutes, to do them: 

20 that his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren, and that he turn not aside from 
the commandment, to the right hand, or to 
the left: to the end that he may prolong his 
days in his kingdom, he and his children, in 
the midst of Israel. 

18 The priests the Levites, even all the tribe 
of Levi, shall have no portion nor inheri
tance with Israel: they shall eat the offerings 
of the Lot<D made by lire, and his inheri
tance. And thev shall have no inheritance 
among their br~thren: the LORD is their 
inheritance, as he hath spoken unto them. 

3 And this shall he the priests' due from the 
people, from them that offer a sacrifice, 
whether it be ox or sheep, that they shall 
give unto the priest the shoulder, and the 
two cheeks, and the maw. The firstfruits 
of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, 
and the first of the nccce of thy sheep, shalt 
thou give him. For the LORD thy God 
hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to 
stand to minister in the name of the LORD, 
him and his sons for ever. 
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gates out of all Israel, where he sojourneth, 
and come with all the desire of his soul unto 
the place which the LORD shall choose; then 
he shall minister in the name of the LORD 
his God, as all his brethren the Levites do, 
which stand there before the LORD. They 
shall have like portions to eat, beside that 
which cometh of the sale of his patrimony. 

When thou art come into the land which 9 
the Loirn thy God giveth thee, thou shalt n'Jt 
learn to do after the abominations of those 
nations. There shall not be found with 
thee any one that maketh his son or his 
daughter to pass through the fire, one that 
useth divination, one that practiseth augury, 
or an enchanter, or a sorcerer, or a charmer, 
or a consulter with a familiar spirit, or a 
wizard, or a necromancer. For whoso· I.3 

ever doeth these things is an abomination 
unto the LORD: and because of these abom
inations the LORD thy God doth drive them 
out from before thee. Thou shalt be per
fect with the LORD thv God. For these 
nations, which thou sh~lt possess, hearken 
unto them that practise augury, and unto 
diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thv 
God hath not suffered thee so to do. Thr 11 
LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a · 
prophet from the midst of thee, of thv 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall 
hearken; according to all that thou de
siredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the 
day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear 
again the voice of the LORD my God, neither 
let me see this great fire any more, that I die 
not. And the LORD said unto me, The,· 17 
have well said that which they have spoken. 
I will raise them up a prophet from among 
their brethren, like unto thee; and I will 
put my words in his mouth, and he shall 
speak unto them all that I shall command 
him. And it shall come to pass, that who
soever "·ill not hearken unto mv words 
which he shall speak in my nan•e, f will re
riuire it of him. But the prophet, which 20 

shall speak a word presumptuously in my 
name, which I have not commanded him to 
speak, or that shall speak in the name of 
other gods, that same prophet shall die. 
And if thou sav in thine heart, How shall 
we know the '~ord which the LORD hath 
not spoken, When a prophet speaketh i11 "' 
the name of the LORD, if the thing follow 
not, nor come to pass, that is the thing 
which the LORD hath not spoken: the 
prophet hath spoken· it presumptuously, 
thou shalt not be afraid of him. 

When the LORD thy God shall cut off the lS 
6 And if a Levite come from any of thy nations, whose land the LORD thy God 
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eh·cth thee, and thou succeedest them, and 
d\\'ellest in their cities, and in their houses; 
thou shalt separate three cities for thee in 
the midst of tlw land, which the LORD 

3 thv Cod gh•eth ihee lo possess it. Thou 
shalt prepare thee the way, and divide the 
borders of th)' land, which the Lo1rn thy 
God rauseth thee to inherit, into three 
parts. that every manslayer may flee thither. 
And Ihi,; is the case of tlie manslayer, which 
shall tlee thither and live: whoso killeth 
his neighbour unawares, and hated him not 

5 in time past; as \\'hen a man goeth into the 
forrst with his neighbour to hew wood, and 
his hand fetcheth a stroke with the axe to 
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troversy is, shall stand before the LORD, 
before the priests and the judges which 
shall be in those days; and the judges shall 
make diligent inquisition: and, behold, 
if the witness be a false witness, and hath 
testiiicd falsely against his brother; then ,9 
shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to 
do unto his brother: so shalt thou put away 
the edl from the midst of thee. /\nd those 
which remain shall hear, and fear, and shall 
henceforth commit no more any such evil 
in the mids• of thee. And thine eye- shall 
not pity; life shall go for life, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 

cut down the tree, and the head slippeth When thou goes! forth to battle against 20 
from the heh·e, and lighteth upon his neigh- thine enemies, and seesl horses, and chariots, 
bour, that he die; he shall flee unto one of and a people more than thou, thou shalt not 

,; these cities and live: lest the avenger of be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God 
b!ood pursue the manslayer, while his heart is with thee, "hich brought thee up out of 
is hot, and overtake him, because the way the land of Egypt. And it shall be, when 2 

is long, and smite him mortally; whereas ye draw nigh unto the battle, that the priest 
he was not worthv of death, inasmuch shall approach and speak unto the people, 
as he hated him not in time past. Where- and slrnll sav unto them, Hear, 0 Israel, ,.e 
fore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt draw nigh this day unto battle against your 

8 separate three cities for thee. And if the enemies: let not your heart faint; fear not, 
LORD th-' God enlarge thy horder, as he nor lrC'mble, neither be ye al1righted at 
hath sworn unto tin- lathers, and give thee them; for the Lo1m your God is he that 4 
all the land which hl' promised to giYC unto goeth with you. to fight for you against your 
th,· fathers; if thou shalt keep all this com- enemies, to save you. And the officers 
mandment lo do it, which I command thee shall speak unto the people, saying, \\'lrnt 
this dav, to love the LORD thv God, and to man is there that hath built a new house, 
walk e~er in his wavs; then shalt thou add and hath not dedicated it? let him go and 
three cities more for. thee, beside these three: return to his house, lest he die in the battle, 

Io that innocent blood be not shed in the midst and another man derliratc it. And what 6 
of thy land, which the LORD thy God gh·eth man is there that hath planted a vineyard, 
thee for an inheritance, and so blood be and hath not used the fruit thereof? let 
upon thee. But if anv man hate his neigh- him go and return unto his house, lest he 
bour, and lie in wait for him, and rise up die in the battle, and another man use the 
against him, and smite him mortally that fruit thereof. And 'vhat man is there that 
he die; and hr flee into one of these cities: hath betrothed a wife, and hath not taken 

1 2 then the elders of his citv shall send and her? let him gu and re tum unto his house, 
frtch him thence, and deliver him into the lest he die in the lia!Llc, and another man 
hand of the avenger of blood, that he may take her. And the officers shall speak 8 
die. Thine eye shall not pity him, but further unto the people, and they shall say, 
thou shalt put away the innocent blood from What man is there that is fearful and laint-
lsrael, that it may go well with thee. hearted? let him go and return unto bi,· 

14 Thou shalt not remove thv nei~hbour's house, lest his brethren's heart melt as his 
landmark, which they of old time liave set, heart. And it shall be, when the olTiccrs 
in thine inheritance which thou shalt in- have made an end of speaking unto thl' 
herit. in the land that the LORD thy God people, that thev shall appoint captains of 
gi\"Cth thee to possess it. hosts at the head of the people. 

15 One witness shall not rise up against a When thou drawest nigh unto a city to Io 

man for any iniquity. or for any sin, in any fight again,st it, then proclaim peace unto it. 
sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two And it shall be, if it make thee answer of 
witnesses, or at the mouth of three wit- peace. and open unto thee, then it shall be, 
nesses, shall a ma!Ler be established. If that all the people that is found therein 
an unrighteous witness rise up against any shall become tributary unto thee, and shall 
man lo testifv against him of wrong doing; serve thee. And if it will make no peace 

17 then both the men, between whom the con· with thee, but will make war against thee, 
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13 then thou shalt besiege it: and when tbP. 
LORD thy God delivereth it into thine band, 
thou shalt smite every male thereof with 
the edge of the sword: but the women, and 
the little ones, and the cattle, and all that 
is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, 
shalt thou take for a prey unto thyself; 
and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies, 
which the LORD thy God hath given thee. 

15 Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which 
are very far oil from thee, which are not of 
the cities of these nations. But of the cities 
of these peoples, which the LORD tliy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance, thou shalt 

17 s:ive alive nothing that breatheth: but thou 
shalt utterlv deslrov them; the Hittite, and 
the Amorit~, the Canaanite, and the Periz
zite, the Hivitc, and the J ebusite; as the 
LORD thv God hath commanded thee: that 
they tea~b you not to do after all their abom
inations, which they have done unlo their 
gods; so should ye sin against the LORD 
vour God. 

19' When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, 
in making war against it to take it, thou 
shalt not destroy the trees thereof by wield
ing an axe against them; for thou mayest 
eat of them, and thou shalt not cut them 
down; for is the tree of the field man, that 
it should be besieged of thee? Only the 
trees which thou knowest that they be not 
trees for meat, thou shalt destroy and cut 
them down; and thou shalt build bulwarks 
against the city that maketh war with thee, 
until it fall. 
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and Lhey shall answer and say, Our hands 7 
have not shed this blood, neither have our 
eyes seen it. Forgive, 0 LORD, thy people 
Israel, whom thou hast redeemed, and 
suffer not innocent blood to remain in the 
midst of thy people Israel. And the blood 
shall be forgiven them. So shalt thou put 
away the innocent blood from the midst of 
thee, when thou shalt do that which is 
right in the eyes of the LORD. 

When thou goest forth to battle agains! 10 

thine enemies, and the LORD thy God dc
livereth them into thine hands, and thou 
carriest the1n away captive, and secsl 
among the captives a beautiful woman, and 
thou hast a desire unlo her, and wouldest 
take her to thee to wife; then thou shalt 12 

bring her home to thine house; and she shall 
shave her head, and pare her nails; and 
she shall put the raiment of her captivity 
from olT her, and shall remain in thine house 
and bewail her father and her mother a full 
month: and afler that thou shalt go in 
unto her, and be her husband, and she shall 
be thy wife. And it shall be, if thou ha,·e 14 
no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go 
whither she will; but thou shalt not sell 
her at all for money, thou shalt not deal 
with her as a slave, because thou hast 
humbled her. 

If a man have two wives, the one beloved, 15 
and the other hated, and they have borne 
him children, both the beloved and the 
hated; and if the firstborn son be hers that 
was hated; then it shall be, in the day that 
he causeth his sons to inherit that which he 

21 If one be found slain in the land which hath, that he may not make the son of the 
the LORD thy God giveth thee to possess it, beloved the firstborn before the son of the 
lying in the field, and it be not known who hated, which is the firstborn: but he shall 17 
hath smitten him: then thy elders and thy acknodedge the firstborn, the son of the 
judges shall come forth, and they shall hated, by giving him a double portion of 
measure unto the cities which arc round all that he hath: for he is the beginning of 

3 about him that is slain: and it shall be, his strength; the right of the firstborn is his. 
that the city which is nearest unto the slain If a man have a stubborn and rebellious 18 
man, even the elders of that city shall take son, which will not obev the voice of his 
an heifer of the herd, which hath not been father, or the voice of his mother, and though 
wrought with, and which hath not drawn they chasten him, will not hearken unto 
in the yoke; and the elders of that city shall them: then shall his father and his mother 
bring down the heifer unto a valley with lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the 
running water, which is neither plowed nor ciders of his city, and unto the gate of his 
sown, and shall break the heifer's neck place; and they shall say unto the elders 20 

5 there in the valley: and the priests the sons of his city, This our son is stubborn and 
of Levi shall come near; for them the LORD rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is 
thy God hath chosen to minister unto him, a riotous liver, and a drunkard. And all 
and to bless in the name of the Lorrn; and the men of bis city shall stone him with 
according to their word shall every contro- stones, that he die; so shalt thou put away 
versy and every stroke be: and all the the evil from the midst of thee, and all 
elders of that city, who are nearest unto the Israel shall bear, and fear. 
slain man, shall wash their bands over the And if a man have committed a sin 22 

heifer whose neck was broken in the valley: worthy of death, and he be put to death, 
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and thou hang him on a tree; his body ginity unto the elders of the city in the gate: 
shall not remain all night upon the tree, and the damsel's father shall say unto the 
but thou shall surely bury him the ~ame elders, I gave my daughter unto this man to 
dar; for he that is hanged is accursed of wife, and he hateth her; and, lo, he hath.,-
God; that thou defile not thy land which laid shameful things to her charge, saying, 
tlw LtlRD thy God giveth Lhee for an in- I found not in thy daughter the tokens of 
hcritance. virginity; and yet these arc the tokens of 

Thou shalt nnt sec thv brother's ox or his my daughter's virgi,nity. And they shall 
sheep go astray, and hid~ thyself from them: spread the g:>rment before the elders of the 
oiwu shall sure!:· bring them again unto thy city. And the <•ldcrs of that city shall take 
brother. And if thy brother be not nigh the man and chastise him; and they shall 19 
unto thee, or if thou know him not, then amerce him in an hundred shekels of silver, 
th»u shalt bring it home lo thine house, and and giw them unto the falherof the damsel, 
it shall be with thee until thy brother seek because he hath brought up an evil name 
af:c-r it, ·and thou shall restore it to him upon a virgin of Israel: and she <hall be his 
ag.1in. And so shall thou do with his ass; wife; he may not put her away all his days. 
an.I so shalt thou do with hi~ garment; But if this thing be true, that the tokens of 
and so shalt thou do with c\·cry lost thing of virginity were not found in the damsel: 
tl11· brother's, which he hath lost, and thou then they shall bring out the damsel to 21 

ha;t found: thou ma,·est not hide tlwself. the door of her father's house, and the men 
Thou shall not see tlw brother's ass ~r his of her cit\· shall stone her with stones that she 

ox fallen down b,· the· way, and hide thy- die: be;· a use she hath wrought folly in 
seli from them: thou shalt surely help him Israel, to play the harlot in her father's 
to lift them up again. house: so shall thou put away the evil 

.\ woman shall not wear that which per- from the midst oi lheoc. 
tainelh unto a man, neither shall a man If.a man be found lying with a woman 22 

put on a ,,·oman's garment: for who50C\'CT married to an husband, then they shall both 
<loeth these thing, is an abomina•ion unto of them die, the man that lay with the 
the LORD th1· C0<l. woman, and the woman: so shalt thou put 

If a bird's ·nest chance to he before thee in away the evil from Israel. 
the "·a~·. in anv tree or on the ground, with If there be a damsel that is a virgin be- 23 
young ones nr eggs, and the dam sitting trothed unto an husband, and a man find 
upon the young, or upon the eggs, thou her in the city, and lie with her; then ye shall 
shalt not take the <lam with the young: thou bring them both oul unto the gate of that 
shalt in any wise let the <lam go, but the city, ancl ye shall stone them with stones 
young thou mayest take unto thyself; that that thev <lie; the damsel, because she cried 
it may be well with thee, and that thou may- not, being in the city; and the man, because 
est prolong thy days. he hath humbled his neighbcur's wife: so 

\\"hon thou builclest a new house, then thou shalt put away the c\il from the midst 
thou shalt make a battlement for thy roof, of thee. 
that thou bring not blood upon thine house, But if the man find the damsel that is be- 25 
ii all\' man fall from thence. trothed in the field, and (he ma;; force her, 

Thou shalt not sow thv vinevard with two and lie with her; then the man only that lay 
kinds of s1·ccl: lest the 'whole' fruit be for- with her shall die; but unto the damsel 
friL,·d, the seed which thou hast sown, and thou shalt do nothing; th«rc is in the dam-
thc increase c.f the vinevar<l. sci no sin worthy of death; for as when a 

Thou shalt not plow ,;.ith an ox and an ass man riscth against his neighbour, and slay-
togelher. Thou shalt not wear a mingled eth him, even so is this matter: for he 
stuff, wool and linen together. found her in the field; the bclrothed dam-

Thou shalt make thee fringes upon the sci cried, and there was none lo save her. 
four border:; of thy vesture, wherewith thou If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, 28 
covercst thvq·[f. which is not betrothed, and lav hold on her, 

If an)· nian lake a wife, and go in unto and lie with her, and they be. found; then 
her, and hate her, and lay shameful things the man th~t lay with her shall give unto the 
to her charge, and brim~ up an e\·il name damsel's father fiftv shekels of silver, and 
upon her. and say, I took this woman, and she shall be his wifC, becau..,c he hath hum-
when I came nigh lo her, I found not in her hied her; he may not put her away all his 
the tokens of virginity: then shall the fath«r davs. 
of the damsel, and her mother, take and A man shall not take his father's wife, 30 
bring forth the tokens of the damsel's vir- and shall not uncover his father's skirt. 
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~3 He that is wounded in the stones, or hath 
his privy member cut off, shall not enter into 
the assembly of the LORD. 

A bastard shall not enter into the assem
bly of the LORD; even to the tenth genera
tion shall none of his enter into the assem
bly of the LORD. 

3 An Ammonite or a. Moabite shall not 
enter into the assembly of the LORD; even 
to the tenth generation shall none belonging 
to them enter into the assembly of the LORD 
for ever: because they met you not with 
bread and with water in the way, when ye 
came forth out of Egypt; and because they 
hired against thee Balaam the son of Bear 
from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee. 

S Nevertheless the LORD thy God would not 
hearken unto Balaam; but the LORD thy 
God turned the curse into a blessing unto 
thee, because the LORD thy God loved 
thee. Thou shalt not seek their peace nor 
their prosperity ail thy days for ever. 

7 Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite; for 
he is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor an 
Egyptian: because thou wast a stranger 
in his land. The children of the third 
generation that are born unto them shall 
enter into the assembly of the LORD. 
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the hire of a whore, or the wages of a dog, 
into the house of the LORD thy God for any 
vow: for even both these are an abomina
tion unto the LORD thy God. 

Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy 19 
brother; usury of money, usury of victuals, 
usury of any thing that is lent upon usury: 
unto a foreigner thou mayest lend upon 
usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not 
lend upon usury: that the Lo1m th:; God 
m'ly bless thee in all that thou puttest thine 
hand unto, in the land whither fr.cu goes! 
in to possess it. 

When thou shalt vow a vow untc the LORD 21 
thy God, thou sh<!lt not be slack to pry it; 
for the LORD thy God will surely require it 
of thee; and it would be sin in thee. But if 
thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin 
in thee. That which is gone out of thy lips 
thou shalt observe and do; according as 
thou hast vowed unto the LORD thy God, 
:o. freewill offering, which thou hast promised 
with thy mouth. 

When thou comest into thy neighbour's 24 
vineyard, then thou mayest cat grapes thy 
fill at thine own pleasure; but thou shall 
not put any in thy vessel. 

When thou comest into thy neigh hour'; 2.) 

standing corn, then thou mayest pluck the 
9 When thou goest forth in camp against ears with thine hand; but thou shalt not 

thine enemies, then thou shalt keep thee move a sick!P. unto thy neighbour's standing 
from every evil thing. If there be among corn. 
you any man, that is not clean by reason of \Vhcn a man taketh a wife, and marrieth 24 
that which chanceth him by night, then her, then it shall be, if she find no favour 
shall he go abroad out of the camp, he shall in his eyes, because he hath found some 

n not come within the camp: but it shall be, unseemly thing in her, that he shall write 
when evening cometh on, he shall bathe him- her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her 
self in water: and when the sun is down, he hand, and send her out of his house. And 
shall come within the camp. Thou shalt when she is departed out of his house, she 
have a place also without the camp, whither may go and be another man's wife. And il 3 

13 thou shalt go forth abroad: and thou shalt the latter husband hate her, and write her a 
have a paddle aniong thy weapons; and it bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, 
shall be, when thou sittest down abroad, and send her out of his house; or if the 
thou shalt dig therewith, and shalt turn latter husband die, which took her to be his 
back and cover that which cometh from wife; her former husband, which sent her 
thee: for the LORD thy God walkcth in the away, may not take her again to be his wife, 
midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to after that she is defiled; for that is abomina-
gi ve up thine enemies before thee; there- tion before the LORD: and thcu shalt not 
fore shall thy camp he holy: that he see no cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy 
unclean thing in thee, and turn away from God gi\·eth thee for an inheritance. 
thee. When a man taketh a new wife, he shall 5 

15 Thou shalt not deliver unto his master a not go out in the host, neither shall he be 
servant \vhirh is escaped from his master charged with any business: he shall be free 
unto thee: he shall dwell with thee, in the at home one vear, and shall cheer his wife 
midst of thee, in the place which he shall which he hath taken. No man shall take 
choose within one of thy gates, where it the mill or the upper millstone to pledge: 
liketh him best: thou shalt not oppress him. for he taketh a man's life lo pledge. 

17 There shall be no harlot of the daughters If a man be found stealing any of his 7 
of Israel, neither shall there be a sodomite brethren of the children of Israel, and he 
0£ the sons of Israel. Thou shalt not bring deal with him as a slave, or sell him; then 
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that thief shall <lie: so shalt thou put away and it shall be, if the wicked man be w~rthy 
the e,-il from the midst of thee. to be beaten, that the judge shall cause him 

8 Take heed in the plague of leprosy, that to lie down, and to be he a ten before his face, 
thou observe diligently, and do according according to his wickedness, by number. 
to all that the priests the Levites shall teach Forty stripes he may give him, he shall not 3 
you: as I commanded them, so ye shall exceed: lest, if he should exceed, and beat 
observe to do. Remember what the Lo1rn him abO\·e these with many stripes, then 
thy God did unto :'\Iiriam, by the way as ye tlw brother should seem vile unto thee. 
came forth out of Egypt. 

0

Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he 
:o \\'hen thou dost lend thy neighbour any treadeth out the corn. 

manner of loan, thou shalt not go into his If brethren dwell together, and one of S 
house to fetch his pledge. 1 hou shalt them die, and have no son, the wife of the 
stand ";thout, and the man to whom thou dead shall not marrv without unto a stran-
_dnst lend shall bring forth the pledge with- gcr: her husband's ·brother shall go in unto 

, 2 out unto thee. And if he be a poor man, her, and take her to him to wife, and perform 
thou shalt not sleep with his pledge: thou the duty of an husband's brother unto her. 
,;halt sureh· restore to him the pledge when And it shall l><', that the firstborn which 
the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in she beareth shall succeed in the name of his 
his garment, and bless thee: and it shall be brother which is dead, that his name be not 
righteousness unto thee before the LORD thy blotted out of Israel. And if the man like 7 
God. not to take his brother's wife, then his 

14 Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant brother's wife shall go up to the gate unto 
that is poor and needy, whether he be uf thy the elders, and say, l\Iy husband's brother 
brethren, or of thy strangers that are in rcfuseth to raise up unto his brother a name 
thy land within th\• gates; in his day thou in Israel, he will not perform the duty of an 
shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun husband's brother unto me. Then the 
go down upon it; for he is poor, and setteth elders of his city shall call him. and speak 
his heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto him: and if he stand, and say, I like 
unto the LORD. and it be sin unto thee. not to take her; then shall his brother's 9 

16 The fathers shall not be put to death for wife come unto him in the 1iresence of the 
the children, neither shall the children be elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, 
put to death for the fathers: every man and spit in his face; and she shall answer 
shall be put to death for bis own sin. and "'"" So shall it be done unto the man 

17 Thou shalt not wrest the judgement of that doth not build up bis brother's house. 
the stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take And his name shall be called in Israel, The 
the widow's raiment to pledge: but thou house of him that hath his shoe loosed. 
shalt remember that thou wast a bondman When men strive together one with an· 11 

in Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed other, and the wife of the one dra\\·eth near 
thee thence: therefore I command thee to for lo deliver her husband out of the hand of 
do this thing. him that smiteth him, and puttcth forth 

19 \\'hen thou reapest thine harvest in thy her hand, and taketh him hy the scuets: 
field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the field, then thou shalt cul off her hand, thine eye 
thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall shall have no pity. 
be for the stranger, for the fatherless, and for Thou shalt not have in thy bag diver. 'J 
the widow: that the LORD thy God may weights, a great and a small. Thou shalt 
bless thee in all the work of thine hands. not have in thine house divers measures, a 

20 \\'hen thou beatest thine olive tree, thou great and a small. A perfect and just 
shalt not r;o over the houghs a~ain: it shall weight shalt thou ha\'e; a perfect and just 
he "ir the stranger, for the fatherless, and measure shalt thou have: that tlw ""'"' 
ior the widow. When thou gatherest the may be long upon Lhe land which the Loiin 
grapes of thy ,·ineyard, thou shalt not glean thy God giveth thee. For all that do such 
it after thee: it shall he for the stranger, things, even all that do unrighteously, arc 

22 for the fatherless, and for the widow. And an abomination unto the Lonn thv God. 
thou shalt remember that thou wast a bond- Remember what Amalek did unto thee 17 
man in the land of Egypt: therefore I com- by the way as ye came forth out of Egypt; 
mand thee to do this thing. how he met thee by the way, and smote the 

15 If there be a controversy between men, hindmost of thee, all that were feeble be-
and they come unto judgement, and the hind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; 
judges judge them; then tbey shall justify and he feared not God. Therefore it shall 19 
the righteous, and condemn the wicked; be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee 
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rest from all thine enemies round about, in 
the land which the· LORD thy God giveth 
thee for an inheritance Lo possess it, that 
thou shalt blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not 
forget. 

26 And it shall be, when thou art come in 
unto the land which the LORD thv God 
gi\'cth thee for an inheritance, and pos
sesses! it, and clwellest therein; that thou 
shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the 
ground, which thou shalt bring in from thy 
land that the L01rn thy God giveth thee; 
and thou shalt put it in a basket, and shalt 
go unto the place which the LORD thy God 
shall choose to cause his name to dwell there. 

3 And thou shalt come unto the priest that 
shall be in those days, and say unto him, I 
profess this day unto the LORD thy God, 
that I am come unto the land which the LORD 
sware unto our fathers for to give us. And 
the priest shall l<!ke the basket out of thine 
hand, and set it down before the altar of 

S the LORD thy God. And thou shalt answer 
and say before the LORD thy God, A Syrian 
ready to perish was my father, and he wr11t 
down into Egypt, and sojourned there, few 
in number; aJtd he became there a nation, 
great, mighty, and populous: and the 
Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, 

7 and laid upon us hard bondage: and we 
cried unto the LORD, the God of our fathers, 
and the LORD heard our voice, and saw our 
affliction, and our toil, and our oppression: 
and the LORD brought us forth out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an 
outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, 

9 and with signs, and with wonders: and he 
hath brought us into this place, and hath 
given us this land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey. And now, behold, I have 
brought the first of the fruit of the ground, 
which thou, 0 LORD, hast given me. And 
thou shalt set it down before the LORD 
thy God, and worship before the LORD thy 

God: and thou shalt rejoice in all the good II 
\\'hich the Lo1m thy God hath given unto 
thee, and unto thine house, thou, and the 
Levite, and the stranger that is in the midst 
of thee. 

When thou hast made an end of tithing 12 

all the tithe of thine increase in the third 
year, which is the year of tithing, then thou 
shalt give it unto the Levite, to the stranger, 
to the fatherless, and to the widow, that they 
may cat within thy gales, and be filled; 
and thou shalt say before the LORD thy 13 
God, I have put away the hallowed things 
out of mine house, and also have given them 
unto the Levite, and uuto the stranget, to the 
fatherless, and to the widow, according to all 
thy commandme11t which thou hast com
manded me: I have not transgreSsed any of 
thy commandments, neither have I forgotten 
them: I luruc not eaten thrreof in my mourn- Lj. 

ing, neither ha-ue I put a--..~·ay thereof, being 
mzclcan, 1wr given thereof for the dead: I 
have hearkened lo the voice of the LO!W my 
God, I lza'i.'C done according to all that thou 
hast commanded me. Look down from thy 
holy habitatio11, from hcawn, and bless thy 
people I sracl, and the grou11d which thou 
hast given us, aslhouswarcsl unto oar fathers, 
a land fi0<;:ing with milk and honey. 

This day the Lo1m thy God command- 16 
eth thee to do these statutes and judgements: 
thou shalt therefore keep and do them 1·cith 
all thine heart, and with all th\' soul. Thou 
hast avouched the LORD this. dav to be thv 
God, and that thou shouldest ,;·alk in h(s 
ways, and keep his statutes, and his com
mandments, and his juclgemcnls, and 
hearken unto his Yoice: and the LORD hath 18 
avouched thee this day lo be a peculiar peo
ple unto himself, as he hath promised thee, 
and that thou shouldest keep all his com
mandments; and to make thee high above 
all nations which he hath made, in praise, 
and in name, and in honour; and that thou 
mayest be an holy people unto the LORD 
thy God, as he hath spoken. 

ORATION III.-AT THE REHEARSAL OF THE BLESSING AND 
THE CURSE 

Preface 

2'1 And Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, Keep all the 
commandment which I command you this day. And it shall be on the day when ye 
shall pass over J ordanunto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt 
set thee up great stones, and plaistcr them with plaister: and thou shalt write upon 
them all the words of this law, when thou art passed over; that thou mayest go in unto 
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the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, a land ftowing with milk and honey, as 
tire LORD, tire God of thy fathers, hath promised thee. And it shall be when ye are passed 4 
trver Jordan, that ye shall set up these stones, which I command ynu this day, in mount 
Eba/, and tlzou slzalt p!.iister them with plaister. And there shalt thou build an altar 
unto tire LORD tlzy God, an altar of stones: thou. shalt lift up no iron tool upon them. 
Tlzou slzalt build the altar of the LORD thy God of unhewn stones: and thou shalt offer 
bur:zt ofleri11gs tlzercon unto the LORD thy God: and thou shalt sacrifice peace offerings 
and slzalt eat //11n; and thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God. And thou shall 
write upon the stones all the words oj tlzis law very plainly. 

And :\loses and the priests the Levites spake unto all Israel, saying, Keep silence, 9 
and hearkm, O Israel; this daythouarl become the people of the LORD thy God. Thou 
slzalt therefore obey the voice of the LORD thy God, and do his commandments and his 
statutes, wlzich I command thee this day. 

* * 
* And .\loses clzarged the people the same day, saying, These shall stand upon mount II 

Geri:im to bless tlze people, when ye are passed over Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and 
Judalz, and lssaclrar, and Joseph, and Benjamin: and these shall stand upon mount 
Ebal for tire rnrse; Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebu/rm, Dan, and Naphtali. 

And Ilic Levites shall answer, and say unto all the men of Israel with a loud voice, 
"Cursed be tlzc man that maketh a grai•en or molten image, an abomination unto 15 

the LORD, the work of the lzands of tlze craftsman, and setteth it up in secret." And all 
tire people slzall answer and say, "Amen." 

"Cursed be Ire that setteth light by his father or his mother." And all the people 
shall Sa)', "Amen." 

"Cursed be lze //rat remtrVetlt his neighbour's landmark." And all the people shall 
say, "Amen." 

"Cursed be Ire tlrat maketh the blind to wander out of the way." 1nd all the people 18 
shall say, ''~·1men." 

"Cursed be Ire that wrcsteth the judgement of the stranger, fatherless, and widow." 
And all the people s/10// say, "Amen." 

"Cursed be Ire tlzat lieth with his father's wife; because he hath uncovered his 
father's skirt." And all the people shall say," Amen." 

"Cursed be Ire that lieth with any manner of beast." And all the people shall say, 21 

"Amen." 
"Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the daughter of his father, or the daughter 

of lzis mother." And all the people shall say," Amen." 
"Cursed be he that lieth with his mother in law." And all the people shall say, 

"Amen." 
"Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour in secret." And all the people shall say, 24 

"Amen." 
"Cursed be he that taketh reward to slay an innocent person." And all the people 

shall sav " 1 men " 
"Ci;r~ei be he. that confirmeth not the words of this law to do them." And all the 

people shall say, "Amen." 
The Oration 

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the 28 
I.ORD thy God, lo observe to do all his commandments which I command thee this 
day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on hip;h above all the nations of the earth: 
and all these blessinp;s shall come upon thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken 
unto the voice of the LORD thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed 
shalt thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 4 
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ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the young of thy 
flock. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy kneadingtrough. Blessed shalt thou be 
when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou gocst out. The Lo1rn 
shall muse thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thee: they shall 

B come out against thee one way, and shall flee before thee seven ways. The LORD shall 
command the blessing upon thee in thy barns, and in all that thou puttcst thine hand 
unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. The 
Lmw shall establish thee for an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee; 
if thou shalt keep the commandments of the Lmm thy God, and walk in his ways. 

10 And all the peoples of the earth shall sec that thou art called by the name of the 
Lonn; ancl they shall be afraid of thee. And the LORD shall make thee plenteous 
for good, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of 
thy ground, in the lam! which the Lmrn sware unto thy fathers to give thee. 
The Lorm shall open unto thee his good treasury the heaven to give the rain 
of thy land in its season, ancl to bkss all the work of thine hancL and thou shalt 

13 knd unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow. And the LORD shall make 
thee the head, ancl not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt 
not be be111~ath; if thou shalt hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy Goel, 
which I commancl thee this clay, lo observe and to do them; and shalt not turn aside 
from any of the words which I command you this day, to the right hand, or to the 
left, to 12:0 after other gods to serve them. 

rs But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy 
Goel, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee 
thi:; day; tha l all these curses shall come upon thee, an cl overtake thee. Cur>ed 
shall thou be in· the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field. Cursed shall be thy 

1B basket and thy kneadingtrough. Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit 
of thy ground, the increase of thy kine, and the younp; of thy flock. Cursed shalt thou 
he when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out. The LORD 

shall sen cl upon thee cursing, cliscom l1turc, and rebuke, in all that thou putt est thine 
hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because 

21 of the evil of thy doinp;s, \\·hereby thou hast forsaken me. T,he Lmm shall make 
the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee from ofT the hind, whither 
thou goes! in Lo possess it. The L01m shall smite thee with consumption, and with 
fever, ancl with inflammation, and with fiery heat, ancl with the sword, and with blast
ing, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish. And thy heaven 
that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be iron. 

24 The Lonn shall m:tke the rain of thy land powder and dust: from hca\·en shall it 
come clown upon thee, until thou be dcstroyccl. The LORD shall cause thee to be 
smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way against them, and shalt flee 
seven ways before them: ancl thou shalt be tossed to and fro among all the kinp;doms 
of the earth. And. thy carcase shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the 

27 beasts of the earth, and there shall be none to fray them away. The LoRn shall smite 
thee with the boil of Egypt, ancl with the cmerods, and with the scun·y, ancl with the 
itch, whereof thou canst not be healed. The LoRn shall smite thee with madness, ancl 
with hlinclness, anrl with astonishment of heart: and thou shalt grope at noonclay, as 
the blind gropl'lh in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt 

30 he only oppressed and spoiled alway, and there shall be none to sa\'e thee. Thou 
shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an house, 
and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, ancl shalt not use the 
fruit thereof. Thine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: 
thine ass shall be violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not be restored 
to thee: thy sheep shall be 12:iven unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none to sa,·e 

32 thee. Thy sons and thy daughters shall be µ;ivcn unto another people, and thine eyes 
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shall look, alld fail 'vith longing for them all the day: and there shall be nought in the 
power of thine hand. The fruit of lilly ground, and all thy labours, shall a nation which 
thou knowest not eat up; and tholl' shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway: so 
that thou shalt he mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. The LORD 
shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore boil, whereof thou canst not 
be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the crown of thy head. The LORD shall bring 30 
thee, and thy king which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation which thou hast not 
known, thou nor thy fathers; and there shalt thou serve other gods, wood and stone. 
And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all the 
peoples whither the LORD shall lead thee away. Thou shalt carry much seed out into 
the field, and shalt gather little in; for the locust shall consume it. Thou shalt plant 39 
vinevards and dress them, but thou sh;tlt neither drink of the winl", nor gather the 
grapes; for the worm shall cat them. Thou shalt have oli,·e trees throughout all thy 
borders, but thou shalt not anoint thyself with the oil; for thine olive shall cast its 
fruit. Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but they shall not be thine; for they 
shall go into captiYity. All thy trees and the fruit of thy ground shall the locust pos-42 

sess. The strnngl"r that is in the midst of thee shall mount up above thee higher and 
higher; and thou shalt come down lower and lower. He shall lend to thee, and thou 
shalt not lend to him: he shall be the head, and thou shalt be the tail. 

And all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall pursue thee. and overtake thee, 45 
till thou be destroyed; because thou hearkencdst not unto the voice of the LORD thy 
God, to keep his comniar,dments and his statutes which he commanded thee: and 
they shall be upon thee for a sign and for a w0nder, and upon thy seed for eyer. Be
cause thou sen·edst not the LORD thy God with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, 
by reason of the abundance of all things: therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies48 
which the LORD shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, 
and in want of all things: and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have 
destroyed thee. The Lo RD shall bring a nation against thee from far, f~om the cn<l of 
the earth, as the eagle llieth; a nation whose ton1n1e thou shalt not understand; a 
nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew 
fa\•our to the young· and he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the fruit of thy ground, 51 

until thou be destroyed: which also shall"not leave thee corn, wine, or oil, the increase 
of thy kine, or the young of thy flock, until he have caused thee to perish. And he 
shall besiege thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein 
thou trustedst, throughout all thy land: and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates 
throu.ghout all thy land, which the LoRD thy Go<l hath given thee. And thou shalt 53 
eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters which the 
LORD thy Gnd hath given thee; in the siege and in the straitness, wherewith thine 
enemies shall straiten thee. The man that is tender among you, and very delicate, 
his eye shall I : c\·il Inward his brother, and toward the wife of his bosom, and toward 
the remnant of his children which he hath remaining: so that he will not give to any 55 
of them of the 11csh of his children whom he shall eat, because he hath nothing left 
him; in the siep:e ancl in the straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall straiten thee in 
all thy gates. The tender and delicate woman among you, which would not adventure 
to set the sole nf her foot upon the ground fordelicatenessand tenderness, here ye shall be 
evil towarcl the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her daughter; 
and toward her ynung one that cometh out from between her feet, and toward her 57 
children which she shall hear; for she shall eat them for w~nt of all things secretly: in 
the siege and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall straiten thee in thy gates. 

1£ thou wilt not ohsen·e to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, 58 
that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD; then the 
LORD will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great plagues, 
and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance. And he will 
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bring upon thee again all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they 
61 shall cleave unto thee. Also every sickness, and 11¥ery plague, which is not written in 

the book of this law, them will the LORD bring 'l!l'pon thee, until thou be destroyed. 
And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multi
tude; because thou didst not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. And it 
shall come Lo pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply 
you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to cause you to perish, and to destroy you ; 

64 and ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goesl in lo possess it. And 
the LORD sha!l scatter thee among all peoples, from the one end of the earth even unto 
the other end of the earth; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which thou hast not 
known, thou nor thy fathers, eveu wood and stone. And among these nations shall 
thou find no ease, and there shall be no rest for the sole of thy foot: but the LORD 

shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and pining of soui: and thy 
life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear night and clay, and shalt have 

67 none assurance of thy life: in the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even! 
and at even thou shalt say, Would God it were morning! for the fear of thine heart 
which thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. And the 
LORD shall bring thee into Egypt again with ships, by the way whereof I said unto 
thee, Thou shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall sell yourselves unto your 
enemies for bondmen and for bondwomen: and no man shall buy you. 

ORATION IV. - THE COVENANT IN THE LAND OF MOAB 

29 These are the words of the covenant which the LORD commanded Moses to make witlt 
the children of Israel in the land of :11 oab, beside the covenant which he made with them 
in Horeb. And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them: 

Ye have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt unto 
Pharaoh, and unto all his servants, and unto all his land; the great temptations which 

4 thine eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders: but the LORD hath not given you 
an heart to know, and eyes to see, and cars· to hear, unto this day. And I have led 
you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy 
shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk 

7 wine or strong drink: that ye might know that I am the LORD your God. And when 
ye came unto this place, Sihon the king of Hcshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, came 
out against us unto battle, and we smote them: and we took their land, and gave it 
for an inheritance unto the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the half tribe of 
the Manassites. Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may 
prosper in all that ye do. 

10 Ye stand this day all of you before the LORD your God; your heads, your tribes, 
your elders, and your officers, even ail the men of Israel, your little ones, your wives, 
and thy stranger that is in the midst of thy camps, from the hewer of thy wood unto 
the drawer of thy water: that thou shouldest enter into the covenarit of the LORD thy 
God, and into his oath, which the LORD thy God maketh with thee this day: that he 
may establish thee this day unto himself for a people, and that he may be unto thee a 
God, as he spake unto thee, and as he sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 

14and to Jacob. Neither with you only <lo I make this covenant and this oath; buL 
with him that standeth here with us this day before the LORD our Goel, and also with 
him that is not here with us this day: (for ye know how we dwelt in the land of Egypt; 
and how we came through the midst of the nations through which ye passed; and ye 
have seen their abominations, and their idols, wood and stone, silver and gold, which 

18 were among them:) lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or 
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tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from the LORD our God, to go to serve the 
go<h oi those na lions; lest there sll<;>uld be among you a root that beareth gall and 
wormwood; and it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he 
bbs himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the stubborn
ne,;s of mine heart, to destroy the moist with the dry: the LORD will not pardon him, 20 

bl1t then the ang<-r of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and all 
the curse that is writ•r.n in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out 
his nam~ from under heaven. And the LORD shall separate him unto evil out of all 
the tribes of Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant that is written in this 
book of the law. And the generation to come, your children that shall rise up after 22 

you. and the foreigner that shall come from a far land, shall say, when they see the 
plagues of that bnd, ahd the sicknesses wherewith the LoRD hath made it sick; and 
that the whole land thereof is brimstone, and salt, and a burning, that it is not sown, 
nor beareth, nor any grass groweth then'in, like the m·erthrow of Sodom and Gomor
rnh, Admah and Zehoiim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath: 
e1·en all the nations ,;hall sav, Wherefore hath the LORD done thus unto this land? 24 

what meaneth the heat of this great anger? Then men shall say; Because they forsook 
the covenant oi the LORD, the God of their fathers, which he made with them when 
he brought them forth out of the land of Egypt; and went and sen·ed other gods, and 
wor>hipped them, gods whom they knew not, and whom he had not given unto them: 
therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against this land, to bring upon it all the 27 
curse that is writtl'n in this book: and the LORD rooted them out of their land in anger, 
and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as at this day. 
The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but the things that are revealed 
belong unto u> and to our children for e1·cr, that we may do all the words of this law. 

And it shall come 10 pass, when all these things arc come upon thee, the blessing 30 
and the curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among 
11l the nations, whitlwr the Lmm thy God hath dril'en tlwe, and shalt return unto 
the LoRn thy Gori. and shalt obey his mice according to all that I command thee this 
day, thou and thv children, \\·ith all thine heart, and with all thy soul; that then the 
Lmrn thy God will turn thv captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return 
anti gather thee from all the peoples, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee. 
Ii apv of thine outc1sts be in the uttermost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD 4 
tin· God gather time, and from thence "·ill he fetch thee: and the LORD thy God 
\\·ill bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it; 
and he will do thee goorl, and multiply thee above thy fathers. And the Lmm thy 
God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest li1·e. And the LORD thy 7 
God will put all these curses ur,on thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which 
persecuted thee. And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the LORD, and do all 
his commandments which I command thee this day. And the LORD thy God will 
make !hec plenteous in all the work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the 
fru;·_ . thy cattle, anrl in the fruit of thy ground, for good: for the LORD will again 
rejoice m·er thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers: if thou shalt obey the ro 
rnice of the LoRn thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which are 
wri:tcn in this book of the law; if thou turn unto the LORD thy God with all thine 
hc~rt, and with all thy soul. 

For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not too hare! for rr 
thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go 
up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, and make us to hear it, that we may d0 it? 
Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, 
and bring it unto us, and make us to hear it, that we may do it? But the word is very 
:iigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. 
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15 See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; in that I 
command thee this day to love the LORD thy God,,to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
commanrlments and his statutes and his judgements, that thou mayest live and 
multiply, and that the LORD thy God may bless thee in the land whither thou goest 

17 in to possess it. But if thine heart turn away, and thou wilt not hear, but shalt be 
drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, 
that ye shall surely perish; ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou 
passes! over Jordan to go in to possess it. I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you this day, that I have set before thee life and death, the blessing and the ~urse: 

20 therefore choose life, that thou mayest live, thou and thy seed: to love the LORD thy 
God, to obey his voice, and to cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of 
thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

31 And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel. And he said unto them: 

I am an hundred and twenty years old this day; I can no more go out and come 
in: and the Lo1m hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan. The LORD 
thy God, he will go over before thee; he will destroy these nations from before thee, 
and thou shalt possess them: and Joshua, he shall go over before thee as the LORD 

4 hath spoken. And the LORD shall do unto them as he did lo Sihon and to Og, the 
kings of the Amorites, and unto their land; whom he destroyed. And the LORD shall 
deliver them up before you, and ye shall do unto them according unto all the com
mandment which I have commanded you. Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, 
nor be aITrighted at them: for the Lo1m thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he 
wrn not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto liim in the sight of all Israel: 

Be strong and uf a good courage: for thou shal! go with this people into the land 
which the LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause 
them to inherit it. And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with 
thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed. 

9 And Jfoses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the prirsts the sons of Lcui, which 
bare the ark of 'the covenant of the Lo1w, and unto all the elders of I sracl. And :l! osr·.1· 
commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in tl1e set time of the year of 
release, in the feast of tabernacles, when all Israrl is come lo appear before the LORD tlry 
God in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their 

12 hearing. Assemble t!te people, the men and the women and the little ones, and tlry 
stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that f.liey may learn, and fear 
the LORD your God, and observe to do all the words of this law; and tlrat their children, 
which have not known, may hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as ye live 
in the land whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 

THE SONG OF MOSES 

Preface 

14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thy days approach that thou must die: call 
Joshua, and present yourselves in the tent of meeting, that I may give him a charge. And 
Moses and Joshua went, and presented lhemselves in the tent of meeting. And the 
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/.ORI' appeared in the Tent i11 a pillar of cloud: and the pillar of cloud stood over the 
door of Ilic Tmt. And the LORD said unto ,l[ oses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy 
f.ithcrs; and this people will rise u.p, a11d go a whoring after the strange gods of the 
land, wit it/1rr t/1cy go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant 
which I hai•c made ~vith them. Then my anger shall be kindled against t/1cm in that 17 
day, and I will forsake them, and I will hide my face from them, and tl1cy shall be de
t·ourcd, a11d many ei•ils and troubles shall come upon them; so that they will say in that 
day, Are not these ci•ils come upon tts because our God is 11ot among us? And I will 
surdy hide my face in that day for all the evil which they shall have wrought, in that 
//1t•v arc turned unto other gods. Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach 19 
thou it the clzildrm of Israel: put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness 
for me against t/1c children of Israel. For when I shall ha1:e brought them into the 
/a;id which I sw.ire 11nto their fathers, flowing with milk and honey; and they shall 
liat•e eaten and filled themselves, and waxen fat; then will they tum unto other gods, 
and scn•e them, and despise me, and break my covenant. And it slzall come to pass, 21 

w/1en many c-Ji/s and troubles are come upon them, that this song shall testify before 
them as a witness; jor it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of their seed: /or I 
know lhrir i111c1ginalion which they go about, evw now, be/ore I have brought them into 
the !.ind which I sware. So Jloses wrote this song the same day, and taught it the chil
drm af Israd. .-1nd he gave .Toslzua the son of 1Vun a charge, and said, Be strong, and 
of a good courage: for i/1011 shalt bring the children of Israel into the land which I sware 
1111/0 them: and I will be with thee . 

.-Ind it ca111r to pass, wizen .lloses lzad made an end of writing the words of this law 24 
in a book, 1111/il tlzey were finished, tlzat ,lfoses commanded the Levi/es, which bare the 
ark of t/1c cm•m,111/ of tlze Lo RD, saying, Take this book of the law, and put it by the side 
of the ark nf lh1· r01·cw111/ of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against 
thee. For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with 
you this day, ye hat•e been rebellious at;aillst the LORD; and how much more after my 
deuth? Assemble unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may 28 
speak these words in their ears, and call heaven-and earth to witness against them. For 
l know that .1jtrr my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from the 
way which l ha<•e commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days; because 
ye will do th11/ which is evil in the sight of the LORD, to prrr.;oke him to anger through 
rite work of your hands. 

And .\losrs spake in the ears of all the assembly of Israel the words of this song, 30 
!mtil they were finished. 

Song : The LORD our Rock 

Gi,·e ear, ye heavens, and I will speak; 32 
And let the earth hear the words of my mouth: 

l\ly doctrine shall drop as the rain, 
:\ly ':pecch shall distil as the dew; 

A> Lh~ 0:11all rain upon the lender grass, 
.\nri as the showers upon the herb: 

For I will proclaim the name of the LORD: 3 
A~cribe ye greatness unto ou_r God. 

The Rock, .his work is perfect; 
For all his ways are judgement: 

A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 
Just and right is he. 

They have dealt corruptly with him, they are not his children, it is their blemish; 
They are a perverse and crooked generation. 
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Do ye thus reriuite the LORI>, 
0 foolish people and unwise? 

Is not he thy father that hath bought thee? 
He halh made thee, and established thee. 

Remember the days of old, 
Consider the years of many generations: 

Ask thy falher, and he will shew thee; 
Thine ciders, and they will tell thee: 

When the Most High p;ave to the nations their inheritance, 
When he separated the children of men, 

I-le set the bounds of the peoples 
According to the number of the children of Israel. 

For the LORD'S portion is his people; 
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 

He found him in a desert land, 
And in the waste howling wilderness; 

He compassed him about, he cared for him, 
He kept him as the apple of his eye: 

As an eagle that stirreth up her nest, 
That Jluttcreth o\·er her young, 

He spread abroad his wings, he took them, 
He bare them on his pinions: 

The LORD alone did lead him, 
And there was no strange god wilh him. 

He made him ride on the high places of the earth, 
And he did cat Lhe increase of the field; 

And he made him to suck honey out of the rock, 
And oil out of the Jlinty rock; 

Butter of kine, and milk of sheep, with fat of lambs, 
And rams of the breed· of Bashan, and goats, 

With the fat of kidneys of wheat; 
Aud of the blood of th9 grape thou drunkest wine. 

But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: 
Thou art waxen fat, thou arl grown thick, thou art become sleek: 

Then he forsook Goel which made him, 
And lightly esteemed the Rock of his salmtion. 

They moYed him to jealousy with strange gods, 
With abominalions provoked they him to anger. 

They sacriliced unto demons, which were no God, 
To gods whom they knew not, 

To new gods that came up of late, 
\Vhom your fathers dreaded not. 

Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, 
And hast forgotten God that gave thee birth. 

And the LORD saw it, and abhorred them, 
Because of the prorncation of his sons and his daughters. 

And he said, ·«r will hide m\' face from them, 
I will sec what their enc"! shall be: 

For they are a very fro\\'ard generation, 
Children in whom is no faith. 

They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God; 
They have provoked me to anger with their vanities: 
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And I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people; 
I will prornke them to anger with a foolish nation. 

For a fire is kindled in mine anger, 
And burneth unto the lowest pit, 

And dcrnureth the earth with her increase, 
And setleth on fire the foundations of the mountains. 

I will heap mischiefs upon them; 23 
I will spend mine arrows upon them: 

They shall be wasted with hunger, and devoured with burning heat 
.<\nd bitter destruction; 

And the teeth of beasts will I send upon them, 
With the poison of crawling things of the dust. 

Without shall the sword bereave, 
And ·in the chambers terror; 

It shall destroy both young man and virgin, 
The suckling with the man of gray hairs. 

I said, I would scatter them afar, 26 
I would make the remembrance of them to cease from among men: 

Were it not that I feared the pro\•ocation of the enemy, 
Lest their ad\·ersaries should misdeem, 

Lest they should say, Our hand is exalted, 
And the LORD hath not done all this." 

For they are a nation void of counsel, 28 
And there is no understanding in them. 

Oh that they were wise, that they understood this, 
That thev would consider their latter end! 

How should ~ne chase a thousand, 
And two put ten thousand to flight, 

Except their Rock had sold them, 
And the LoRD had deli,·ered them up? 

For their rock is not as our Rock, 31 
Even our enemies themselves being judges. 

For their Yine is of the vine of Sodom, 
And of the fields of Gomorrah: 

Their grapes are grapes of gall, 
Their clusters are bitter: 

Their wine is the poison of dragons, 
And the cruel venom of asps. 

"Is not this laid up in store with me, 34 
Sealed up among my treasures? 

Vengeance is mine, and recompence, 
At the time when their foot shall slide: 

For the day of their calamity is at hand, 
And the things that are to come upon them shall make haste." 

For the LoRJJ shall judge his people, 36 
And repent himself for his servants; 

When he seeth that their power is gone, , 
And there is none remaining, shut up or left at large, 

And he shall say, "Where are their gods, 
The rock in which they trusted; 

Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, 38 
And drank the wine of their drink offering? 
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Let them rise up and help you, 
Let them be your protection. 

See now that I, even I, am he, 
And there is no god with me: 

I kill, and I make alive; 
I have wounded, and I heal: 

And there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 
For I lift up my hand to heaven, 

And say, As I live for ever, 
If I whet my glittering sword, 

And mine hand take hold on judgement; 
I will render vengeance to mine adversaries, 

And will recompense them that hate me. 
I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, 

And my sword shall devour flesh; 
With the blood of the slain and the captives, 

From the head of the leaders of the enemy." 

Rejoice, 0 ye nations, with his people: 
For he will avenge the blood of his servants, 

And will render vengeance to his adversaries, 
And will make expiation for his land, for his people. 

44 And Moses came and spake all the words of this song in the ears of the people, he, 
and Hoshea the son of Nun. And Moses made an end of speaking all these words lo 
all Israel: and he said unto them, Set your heart unto all the words which I testify unto 
you this day; which ye shall command your children, to observe to do all the words of 
this law. For it is no vain thing for you; because it is your life, and through this thinJ; 
ye shall prolong your days upon the land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it. 

THE LAST WORDS OF MOSES 

48 And the LORD spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying, Get thee up into tlzi s 
mountain of Abarim, unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of Afoab, that is 07!rY 

against Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of 
Israel for a possession: and die in the mount whither thou .goes I up, and be< 
gathered unto thy people; as Aaron thy brother died in mount Hor, and was 

s1 gathered unto his people: because ye trespassed against me in the midst of the children 
of Israel at the waters of Meribah of Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because ye 
sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel. For thou shalt see the land be
fore thie; but thou shalt not go thither into the land which I give the children of Israel. 

33 And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of 
Israel before his death. And lte said: 

I 

The LORD came from Sinai, 
And rose from Seir unto them; 

He shined forth from mount Paran, 
And he came from the ten thousands of holy ones: 

At his right hand was a fiery law unto them. 
Yea, he loveth the tribes; 

All their holy ones are in thy hand: 
md they sat down at thy feet; 

Every one received of thy words. 
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II 
Moses commanded us a law, an inheritance for the assembly of Jacob (and he was4 

king in Jeslturun), wizen the heads oJ the people were gathered, all the tribes oJ Israel 
togct/1er. 

OJ Reuben 
Let Reuben live, and not die; 

And let not his men be few. 

Of Judalt 
Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah, 

And bring him in unto his people: 
\\'ith his hands he contended for himself; 

And thou shalt be an help against his adversaries. 

OJ Levi 
Thy Thummim and thy Urim are with him whom thou lovest, 

Whom thou didst prove at Massah, 
With whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah; 

Who said of his father, and of his mother, I have not seen him, 
Neither did he acknowled11:e his brethren, 
Nor knew he his own children. 

For they have observed thy word, 
And keep thy covenant. 

They shall teach Jacob thy judgements, 
And Israel thy law: 

They shall put incense before thee, 
And whole burnt offering upon thine altar. 

Bless, LORD, his substance, 
And accept the work of his hands: 

Smite through the loins of them that rise up against him, 
And of them that hate him, that they rise not again. 

OJ Benjamin 
The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; 

He covereth him all the day long, 
And he dwelleth between his shoulders. 

OJ Joseph 

6 

7 

IO 

12 

Blessed of the LORD be his land; 13 
For the precious things of heaven, for the dew, 

And for the deep that coucheth beneath, 
And for the precious things of the fruits of the sun, 

And for the precious things of the growth of the moons, 
And for the chief things of the ancient mountains, 

And for the precious things of the everlasting hills, 
And for the precious things of the earth and the f ulness thereof, i6 

And the good will of him that dwelt in the bush: 
Let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, 

And upon the crown of the head of him that is prince among his 
brethren. 
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17 The firstling of his bullock, majesty is his; 

IS 

20 

22 

And his horns arc the horns of the wild-ox: 
With them he shall push the peoples, all of them, 

Even the ends of the earth: 
And they arc the ten thousands of Ephraim, 

And they arc the thousands of Manasseh. · 

0/ Zebulun and Issachar 

Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out, 
And Issachar, in thy tents. 

They shall call the peoples unto the mountain; 
There shall they offer sacrifices of righteousness: 

For they shall suck the abundance of the seas, 
And the hidden treasures of the sand. 

0/ Gad 
Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: 

He dwelleth as a lioness, 
And tearcth the arm, yea, the crown of the head. 

And he chose the first part for himself, 
For there was a ruler's portion reserved; 

And he came with the heads of the people, 
He executed the justice of the LORD, 
And his judgements with Israel. 

0/ Dan 
Dan is a lion's whelp, 

That leapeth forth from Bashan. 

Of Naphtali 

0 Naphtali, satisfied with favour, 
And full with the blessing of the LORD, 

Possess thou the west and the south. 

0/ Asher 
Blessed be Asher above sons; 
Let him be acceptable unto his brethren, 

And let him dip his foot in oil. 
Thy bars shall be iron and brass; 

And as thy days, so shall thy strength be. 

III 
There is none like unto God, 0 Jeshurun, 

Who rideth upon the heaven for thy help, 
And in his excellency on the skies. 

The eternal God is thy dwelling place, 
And underneath are the everlasting arms. 

And he thrust out the enemy from before thee, 
And said, Destroy. 
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And Israel dwelleth in safety, 
The fountain of Jacob alone, 

In a land of corn and wine; 
Yea, his heavens drop down dew. 

Happy art thou, 0 Israel, 
Who is like unto thee? 

A people sa,·ed by the LORD, 
The shield of thy help, 

And that is the sword of thy excellency! 
And thine enemies shall submit themselves unto thee; 

And thou shalt tread upon their high places. 

Joshua 

And Moses wrnt up from the plains of Moab unto mount 1\r ebo, to tlze top of Pisgah, 34 
!hat is over against Jericho. And the LoRn shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto 
Dan; and alt Xa phtali, and the land of Ephraim and JI anasseh, and all the land of 
Tudah, unto the hinder sea; and the South, and the Plain of the rnllcy of Jericho the 
:ity of palm trees, unto Zoar. And the LORD said unto him, This is the land which I 
cware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and 1111/0 Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: 
r /1a1•e caused thee lo see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. So JI oses s 
he servant oj the LORD died there in tlze land of Moab according lo the word of the LORD. 
41zd he buri~d him in the valley in the land of Moab o·ver against Bcth-peor: but no 
nan knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day . 

. ·1 nd JI oscs was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, 7 
tor his natural force abated. And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains 
•f Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping in the mourning for .lloses were ended. 

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Jloscs had laid 
1is hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the 
So RD commanded JI oscs. 

And there hat/1 not arisen a prophet since in Israel like unto JI oses, whom tlze LORI! 10 

~new face to face; in all the signs and the wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in · 
he land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land; and in all 
he mighty hand, and in all the great terror, which _lf oscs wrought in the sig/1t of all 
'srael. 

THE JUDGES 

OR THE CHOSEN NATION IN ITS EFFORTS TOWARDS A SECULAR 

GOVERNMENT 

BOOK V.-THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN 

Now it came to pass after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the l 
~ORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, !\loses' minister, saying, l\Ioses my servant 
s dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, Th H' t 
~nto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of· Isrnd. opeens 18 ory 
~wry place that the sole of your foot shall trnd upon, to you have I 
;iven it, as I spake unto Moses. From the wildrrness, and this Lebanon, even unto the 4 
r-eat river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea 
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toward the going down of the sun, shall be your border. There shall not any man 
be able lo stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with l\Ioscs so I will be 

6 with thee: I will not ~ail thee, no~ fors.ake thee. Be strong and of a p;~od courap;c: 
for thou shalt cause this people to mhent the land which I swarc unto their fathers to 
give them. Only be strong and very courageous, to observe to do accordinp; to all 
the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the rip;ht 
hand or. to the left, that thou mayest have good success whithersoe\·er thou p;oest. 

B This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe lo do accordinp; to all that is written therein: 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 
Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not all righted, 
neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoevcr thou 
goest. 

lo· Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying, Pass through the midst 
of the camp, and command the people, saying, Prepare you victuals; for within three 
days ye are to pass over this Jordan, to go in lo possess the land, which the LORD your 
God giveth you to possess it. 

12 And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, 
spake Joshua, saying, Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORL> 
commander' you, saying, The LORD your Goel giveth you rest, and will give you this 
land. Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall abide in the land which 
Moses gave you beyond Jordan; but ye shall pass over before your brethren armed, 

15 all the mighty men of valour, and shall help them; until the LORD have given your 
brethren rest, as he hath given you, and they also have possessed the land which the 
LORD your God giveth them: then ye shall return unto the land of your possession, 
and possess it, which Moses the servant of the Lmm gave you beyond Jordan toward 
the sunrising. And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou hast commander! 

17 us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendcst us we will go. According as we heark
ened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the LoRD thy God 
be with thee, as he was with :Moses. Whosoever he be that shall rebel against thy 
commandment, and shall not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest 
him, he shall be put to death; only be strong and of a good courage. 

Story of the Spies and the Woman of Jericho 
2 And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men as spies secretly, sayinp;, 

Go view the land, and Jericho. And they went, and came into the house of an harlot 
whose name was Rahab, and lay there. And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, 
Behold, there came men in hither to-night of the children of Israel to search out the 
land. And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that 
are come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out 

4 all the land. And the woman took the two men, and hid them; and she said, Yea, 
the men came unto me, but I wi;t not whence they were: and it came 
to pass about the time of the shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that 
the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly; 
for ye shall overtake them. But she had broup;ht them up to the roof, and hid them 

7 with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof. And the men pur
sued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as they which pursued 
after them were gone out, they shut the gate. And before they were laid down, she 
came up unto them' upon the roof; and she said unto the men, I know that the LORD 
hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the in-

10 habitants of the land melt away before you. For we have heard how the Lo1rn dried 
up the water of the Red Sea before you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye 
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did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, unto Sihon and to 
Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as soon as we had heard it, our hearts did melt, 
neither did there remain any more spirit in any man, because of you: for the LORD 
your God, he is God in heaven above, and on earth beneath. Now therefore, I pray 12 

vou, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly with you, that ye also will 
deal kindly with my father's house, and give me a true token: and that ye will save 
alive my iather, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they 
ha,·c, ancl will dcliYer our lives from death. And the men said unto her, Our life for 
,· .. urs, if ,.e mtcr not this our business; and it shall be, when the LoRo giveth us the 
land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee. Then she let them down by a corcl 15 
through the winJow: for her house was uµon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the 
wall. AnJ she ~aid unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers light upon 
you; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and after
ward may ye go your way. And the men said unto her, We will be guiltless of this 
thine oath which thou hast made us to swear. Behold, when we come into the land, i8 
thou shalt bind thi' line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down 
by: and thou shalt .~ather unto thee into the house thy father, and thy mother, and 
thy brethren, and all thy father's household. And it shall be, that whosoever shall 
!(O out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and 
we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall 
be 0n our head, if any hand be upon him. But if thou utter this our business, then 20 

we will be guiltless of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear. And she said, 
According unto ~·our words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed: 
and she bound the scarlet line in the window. And they went, and came unto the 
mountain, and abode there three days, until the pursuers were returned: and the 
pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but found them not. Then the two 23 
men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed over, and came to Joshua 
the son of Nun; and they told him all that had befallen them. And they said unto 
Joshua, Truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land; and moreover 
all the inhabitants of the land do melt away before us. 

Story of the Passage of the Jordan 
And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and they removed from Shittim, and came 3 

to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel; and they lodged there before they passed 
over. And it came to pass after three days, that the oflicers went through the midst 
of the camp; and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the 
co,·enant of the LoRD your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall 
remove from your place, and go after it. Yet there shall be a space between you 4 
and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may 
know the way by which ye must go; for ye have not passed this way heretofore. 
And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselv(>s: for to-morrow the LORD will 
do wonder' among you. And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark 
of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And they took up the ark of the 
co\·cnant, and went before the people. And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day 7 
will l begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I 
was with :\loses. so I will be with thee. And thou shalt command the priests that 
bear the arl<: of the covenant, saying, When ye are come to the brink of the waters of 
Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan. 

And Joshua said uuto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of 9 
the Louo your God. And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the livinJ;?; God 
is among you, and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanite, 
an<l the Hittite, and the Hivite, and the Perizzite, and the Girgashite, and the Amorite, 

197 



Joshua ->a Old Testament History 

and the Jebusite. Behold, the ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the earth passeth 
over before you into Jordan. Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of 

13 lsrael, for e\·ery tribe a man. And it shall come to pass, when the soles of the feet 
of the priests that bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 
waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off, even the waters that come 
down from above; and they shall stand in one heap. And it came to pass, when the 
people rc•mm·ed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, the priests that bare the ark 
of the c;:;venant being before the people; and when they that bare the ark were come 
unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in thP brink of 

16 the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all its banks all the time of harvest,) that the 
waters "·hich came down from above stood, and rose up in one heap, a great way o1l, at 
Adam, the city that is beside Zarelhan: and those that went down foward the sea of 
the Arabah, even the Salt Sea, were wholly cut off: and the people passed over right 
against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lonn 
stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan. and all Israel passed over on dry 
ground, until all the nation were passed clean over Jordan. 

4 And it came to pass, when all the nation were clean passed over Jordan, that the 
LORD spake unto Joshua, saying, Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every 
tribe a man. and command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the midst of Jor
dan, out of the place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones, and carry them 
over with you, and lay them down in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night. 

4 Then Joshua called the tweh·e men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, 
out of everv tribe a man: and Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of the 
LORD your God into the midst- of Jordan, and lake you up eYery man of you a stone 
upon his shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes of the children of Israel: 
that this may he a sign among you, that wher. your children ask in lime to come, say-

7 ing, \\'hat mean ye by these stones? then ye shall say unto them, Because the waters 
of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the co,·enant of the LORD; when it passed 
o\"er Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memo
rial unto the children of Israel for. ever. And the children of Israel did so as Joshua 
commanded, and took up tweh·e stones out of the midst of Jordan, as the LORD spake 
unto Joshua, according lo the number of the tribes of the children of Israel; and they 
carried them oYer with them unto the place "·here they lodged, and laid them down 

9 there. And Joshua set up tweh·e stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where 
the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the coYenant stood: and they are there, 
unto this day. For the priests \\·hich bare the ark stood in the midst of Jordan, until 
c,·ery thing was finished that the LORD commanded Joshua to speak unto the people, 
according to all that Moses commanded Joshua: and the people hasted and passed 
m·er. And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over, that the ark 

12 of the Lonn passed oYer, and the priests, in the presence of the people. And the chil
dren of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh, passed over 
anned bdcre the children of Israel, as l\foses spake unto them: about forty thousand 
ready armed for war passed oYer before the LORD unto battle, to the plains of Jericho. 
On that day the LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, 
as they !rared :\loses, all the clays of his life. 

15 And the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying, Command the priests that bear the ark 
of the testimony, that they come up out of Jordan. Joshua therefore commanded the 
priests, saying, Come ye up out of Jordan. And it came to pass, when the priests 
that bare the ark of the cownant of the LORD were come up out of the midst of Jordan, 
and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the dry ground, that the waters of 

•9 Jordan returned unto their place, and went over all its banks, as aforetime. And the 
people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in 
Gilgal, on the east border of Jericho. Anrl th'.)s" twelve stones, which they took out 

198 



Period of the Judges a<-- Joshua 
- - ---------- -----

of Jordan, rlid Joshua set up in Gilgal. And he spake nnto the children of Israel, 
saying, \\"hen your children shall ask their fathers in time lo come, saying, What mean 
these stones? then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this 22 

Jordan on dry land. For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from be
fore mu, until ye were passed o\'er, as the LORD your God did lo the Red Sea, which 
he dried up from before us, until we were passed over: that all the peoples of the earth 
"'a\· know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty; that they may fear the LORD your 
God for e\'er. / 

.-\;id it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were beyond 5 
.brdan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the . 
s.>a, heard how that the LORD had dried up the waters of Jordan from ~;:if~ed 
before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart 
melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel. 

At that time the LORD said unto Joshua, l\Iake thee knives of flint, and circumcise 2 

::q:(ain the children of Israel the second time. And Joshua made him knives of flinl, 
and circumcised the children of Israel at 'the hill of the foreskins.' And this is the 
cause why Joshua did circumcise: all the people that came forth out of Egypt, that 
were males, e\·en all the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they 
came forth out of Egypt. For all the people that came out were circumcised: but 5 
:di the people that were born in the wilderness by the way as they came forth out of 
Egypt, they had not circumcised. For the children of Israel walked forty years in 
the wilderness, till all the nation, even the men of war which came forth out of Egypt, 
were consumed, because they hearkened not unto the voice of the Lo RD: unto whom 
the LORD sware that he would not let them see the land which the LoRD sware unto 
their fathers that he would giYe us, a land flowing with milk and honey. And their 7 
children, whom he raised up in their stead, them did Joshua circumcise: for they were 
uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way. Ancl it came to 
pass, when they harl done circumcising all the nation, that they abode in their places 
in the camp, till they were whole. And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day hayc 
I' rolled away' the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of that place 
was called 'Gilgal,' unto this day. 

And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal; and they kept the passover on the 10 

fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho. And they did cat of 
the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes and 
parched corn, in the selfsame day. And the manna ceased on the morrow, after 
they had eaten of the old .corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna 
any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 

Story of the Siege of Jericho 
And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and , 3 

hoked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his 
hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our 
acl\·ersar.~s? And he said, Nay: but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now 
come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, 
\\hat saith my lord unto his servant? And the captain of the LORD'S host said untp 
Joshua, Put off thy shoe from off thy foot: for the plac1; whereon thou standest is 
holy. And Joshua did so. (Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children 6 
of Israel: none went out, and none came in.) And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, 
I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of 
Yalour. And ye shall compass the city, all the men of war, going about the cily oncP. 
Thus shalt thou do six days. And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of ram;' 
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horns before the ark: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and 
5 the priests shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall be, that when they make a loner 

blast with the ram's horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the peopl~ 
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the 
people shall·µ;o up every man straight before him. And Joshua the son of Nun called 
the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven 

7 priests hear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lonn. And they 
said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let the armed men pass on 
before the ark of the Lonn. And it was so, that when Joshua had spoken u:-ito the 
people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns before t.1: Lo1m 
passed on, and blew with the trumpets: and the ark of the covenant of the LORD 

9 followed them. And the armed men went before the priests that blew the trumpets, 
and the rearward went after the ark, the priests blowing with the trumpets as they 
went. And Joshua commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor let your 
voice be heard, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I 
bid you shout; then shall ye shout. So he caused the ark of the LORD to com
pass the city, going a Lout it once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in 
the camp. 

12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 
And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of 
the LORD went on continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men 
went before them; and the rearward came after the ark of the LORD, the priests blow
ing with the trumpets as they went. And the second day they compassed the city 

rs once, and returned into the camp: so they did six days. And it carr.e to pass on the 
seventh day, that they rose early at the dawning of the day, and compassed the city 
after the same manner seyen times: only on that day they compassed the city seYen 
times. And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the 
trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LoRD hath giYen you the city. 

17 And the city shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein, to the LORD: only Rahab 
the harlot shall live, she and all that arc with her in the house, because she hid the 
messengers that we sent. And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the devoted thing, 
lest when ye have dcYoted it, ye take of the devoted thing; so should ye make the 
camp of Israel accursed, and trouble it. But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of 
brass and iron, are holy unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD. 

20 So the people shouted, and the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, 
when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, that the people shouted with a great 
shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, e\'ery man 
straight before him, and they took the city. And they utterly destroyed all that was 
in the city, both man and woman, both young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, 

22 with the edge of the sword. And Joshua said unto the two men that had spied out 
the land, Go into the harlot's house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she 
hath, as ye sware unto her. And the young men the spies went in, and brought out 
Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had, all 
her kindred also they brought out; and they set them without the camp of Israel. And 
they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only Lhe silver, and the gold, 
and the Yessels of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the 

25 ],.ORD. But Rahab the harlot, and her father's household, and. all that she had, did 
Joshua sa\'c ali\'e; and she dwelt in the midst of Israel, unto this day; because she 
hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. And Joshua charged them 
with an oath at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the LoRD, that riseth _up 
and buildeth this city Jericho: with the loss of his firstborn shall he lay the foundation 
thereof, and with the loss of his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it. So the 
LORD was with Joshua; and his fame was in all the land. 
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Story of the Siege of Ai and Sin of Achan 
But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the devoted thing: for Achan, 7 

the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
devoted thing: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel. 

And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east 
side of Beth-cl, and spake unto them, saying, Gp up and spy out the land. And the 
men went up and spied out Ai. And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him, 3 
Let not all the people go up; but let about two or three thousand men go up and smite 
.\i; make not all the people to toil thither; for they arc but few. So there went up 
thither cf the people about three thousand men: and they fled before the men of Ai. 
And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: and they chased them 
from before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them at the going down: and the 
hearts of the people melted, and became as water. And. Joshua rent his clothes, and 6 
fell to the earth upon his fare before the ark of the Lonn until the evening, he and the 
elders of Israel; and they put dust upon their heads. And Joshua said, Alas, 0 
Lord Gon, wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us 
into the hand of the Amorites, to cause us to perish? would that we had been content 
;\nd dwelt beyond Jordan! Oh Lord, what shall I say, after that Israel hath turned a 
their backs before their enemies! For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the 
land shall hear of it, and shall compass us round, and cut ofI our name from the earth: 
and what wilt thou <lo for thy great name? And the LORD said unto Joshua, Get thee 
up; wherefore art thou thus fallen upon thy face? Israel hath sinned; yea, they have 
ewn transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: yea, they have even taken 
of the devoted thing; and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have even 
put it among their own stuff. Thcrdore the children of Israel cannot stand before 12 

their enemies, they tum their backs before their enemies, because they are become 
accursed: I will not be with you any more, except ye destroy the devoted thing from 
among you. Up, sanclify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to-morrow: 
for thus saith the Lo1w, the God of Israel, There is a devoted thing in the midst of 
thee, 0 Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the 
devoted thing from among you. In the morning therefore ye shall be brought near 14 
Ly your tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe which the LORD taketh shall come near 
Ly families; and Lhe family which the LORD shall take shall come near by households; 
and Lhe household which the LORD shall take shall come near man by man. And it 
shall be, that he that is taken with the devoted thing shall be burnt with fire, he and 
all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because 
he hath wrought folly in Israel. 

Su Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel near by their tribes; 16 
and the tribe of Judah was taken: and he brought near the fainily of Judah; and he 
took Lhe family of the Zerahites: and he brought near the family of the Zcrahites 
man by man; and Zabdi was taken: and he brought near his household man by 
man; and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi,~ the son of Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah, was taktn. And Joshua said unto Achan, ~Iy son, give, I pray thee, glory 19 
tu the LoRD, the God of Israel, and make confes.~ion unto him; and tell me now 
what Lhou hast done; hide it not from me. And :\chan answered Joshua, and said, 
Of a truth I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel, and thus and thus have 
I clone: when I saw among the spoil a goodly Babylonish,mantle, and two hundred 
shekel,; of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and 
took them; and, behold, they are hid in the eurlh in the midst of my tent, and the silver 
under it. So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it 22 

was hid in his tent, and the sih•er under it. And ~hey took them from the midst of 
the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel; e.nd they 
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laid them down before the LORD. And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan 
the son of Zerah, and the silver, and "the mantle, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, 
and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all 

25 that he had: and they brought them up unto the valley of Achor. And Joshua said, 
Why hast thou 'troubled' us? the LORD shall 'trouble' thee this day. And all 
Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire, and stoned them with 
stones. And they raised over him a great heap of stones, unto this day; and the Lo RD 
turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, 
The valley of 'Achor,' unto this day. 

8 And the LORD said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed: take all the 
people of war with thee, and arise, go up lo Ai: see, I have given into thy hand the 
king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his land: and thou shalt do to Ai and her 
king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the cattle 
thereof, shall ye take for a ·prey unto yourselves: set thee an ambush for the city 

3 behind it. So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up to Ai: and Joshua 
chose out thirty thousand men, the mighty men of valriur, and sent them forth by 
night. And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ye shall lie in ambush against the 
city, behind the city: go not \•cry far from the city, but be ye all ready: and I, and 
all the people that arc with me, will approach unto the city: and it shall come to pass, 

6 when they come out against us, as at the first, that we will flee before them; and they 
will.come out after us, till we liave drawn them away from the city; for they will say, 
They flee before us, as at the first; so we will flee before them: and ye shall rise up 
from the am bush, and take possession of the city: for the LORD your God will deliver 
it into your hand. And it shall be, when ye have seized upon the city, that ye shall 
set the city on fire; according to the word of the LoRD shall ye do: sec, I have com-

9 mandcd you. And Joshua sent them forth: and they went to the ambushment, ar:d 
abode between Beth-el and Ai, on the west side of Ai: but Joshua lodged that night 
among the people. 

And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and mustered the people, and went up, 
he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. And all the people, even the men 
of war that were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came before the city, and 

12 pitched on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley between him and Ai. And 
he took about five thousand men, and set them in ambush between Beth-el and Ai, 
on the west side of the city. So they set the people, even all the host that was on the 
north of the city, and their liers in wait that were on the west of the city; and Joshua 
went that night into the midst of the vale. And it came to pass, when the king of Ai 
saw it, that they hasted and rose up early, and the men of the city went out against 
Israel to battle, he and all his people, at the time appointed, before the Arabah; but 

15 he wist not that there was an ambush against him behind the city. And Joshua and 
all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of the wilder
ness. And all the people that were in the city were called together to pursue after 
them: and they pursued after Joshua, and were drawn away from the city. And there 
was not a man left in Ai or Beth-el, that went not out after Israel: and they left the 

13 city open, and pursued after Israel. And the LORD said unto Joshua, Stretch out 
the javelin that is in thy ha·:d toward Ai; for I will give it into thine hand. And 
Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in his hand toward the city. And the 
am hush arose quickly out of their place, and they ran as soon as he had stretched out 
his hand, and entered into the city, and took it; and they hasted and set the city on 

20 fire. And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, behold, the smoke 
of the city ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that way: 
and the people that fled to the wilderness turned back upon the pursuers. And when 
Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city, and that the smoke of 
the city ascended, then they turned again, and slew the men of Ai. And the other 
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came forth out of the city against them; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on 
this side, and some on that side: and they smote them, so that they let none of them 
remain or escape. And the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua. 2 3 
And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai 
in the field, in the wilderness wherein they pursued them, and they were all fallen by 
the edge of the sword, until they were consumed, that all Israel returned unto Ai, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword. And all that fell that day, both of men and 
wo!T'.cn, were tweh·e thousand, even all the men of Ai. For Joshua drew not back his 26 
lw1d, wherewith he stretched out the javelin, until he had ullerly destroyed all the 
inhabitants of Ai. Only the cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for a prey 
unto themselves. according unto the word of the LORD which he commanded Joshua. 
So Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for ever, even a desolation, unto this day. 
And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until the eventide: and at the going down of the 29 
sun Joshua commanded, and they took his carcase down from the tree, and cast it at the 
entering of the gate of the city, and raised thereon a great heap of stones, unto this day. 

Then Joshua built an altar unto the LORI\ the God of Israel, in mount Eba!, as 30 
Moses the ,:errnnt of the LORD commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in 
the book of the law of '.\loses, an altar of unhcwn stones, upon which no . 
man had lift up any iron: and they offered thereon burnt offerings unto ~;~if~ed 
the LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. And he wrote there upon the 
stones a copy of the law of '.\loses, which he wrote, in the presence of the children of 
Israel. And all Israel, and their elders and officers, and their judges, stood on this 32 
side the ark and on that side before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the 
covenant of the LoRD, as well the stranger as the homehorn; half of them in front of 
mount Gerizim, and hal'. of them in front of mount Ebal; as '.\foses the servant of the 
Lo1rn had commanded, that they should bless the people of Israel first of all. And 34 
afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all 
thac is written in the book of the law. There was not a word of all that ~loses com
manded, which Joshua read not before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, 
and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them. 

Story of the Gibeonite Embassy 

And it came to pass, when all the kings which were beyond Jordan, in the hill 9 
country, and in the k,. · --,nd, and on all the shore of the great sea in front of Lellanon, 
the Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Ifo·ite, and the Jebusite, 
heard thereof; that they gathered themselves together, to fight with Joshua and with 
Israel, with one accord. 

But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done unto Jericho 3 
and to Ai, they also did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been am
br,'i3'.l.dors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine-skins, old and rent and bound 
ur, and old sh''°" and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all 
the bread of their provision was dry and wa> become mouldy. And they went to 
Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, We are 
come from a far country: now therefore make ye a covenant with us. And the men 7 
of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall we 
make a covenant with you? And they said unto Joshua, We are thy sen·ants. And 
Joshua said unto them, Who arc ye? and from whence come ye? And they said 
unto him, From a very far country thy servant~ are come because of the name of the 
LORD thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt, and 10 

all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond· Jordan, to Sihon · 
king of Heshbon, and tu Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth. And our 
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elders and all the inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying, Take provision in 
your hand for the journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your 

12 servants: and now make ye a covenant with us. This our breacl we took hot for our 
provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, 
it is dry, and is hecome mouldy: and these wine-skins, which we filled, were new; 
and, behold, they be rent: and these our garments and om shoes are become old by 
reason of the very long journey. And the men took of their provisi0n, and asked nol 

15 counsel at the mouth of the LORD. And Joshua made peace with them, and made a 
covenant with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto 
them. And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had made a covenant 
with them, that they heard that they were their neighbours, and that they dwell 
among them. And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their cities on 
the third clay. Now their cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Bcerolh, and 

is Kiriath-jearim. And the children of Israel smote them not, because the princes of 
the congregation had sworn unto them by the LORD, the God of Israel. And all the 
congregation murmured ai.;ainst the princes. But all the princes said unto all the 
conp;regation, We have sworn unt0 them by the LORD, the God of ls rad: now there
fore we may not touch them. This we will do to them, and let them li1·e; lest wrath 

21 be upon .us, because of the oath which we sware unto them. And the princes said 
unto them, Let them li1·e: so they became hewers of wood and drawers of waler unto 
all the congregation; as the princes had spoken unto them. And Joshua called for 
them, and he spake unto them, saying, Wherefore have ye beguiled us, saying, We 
are very far from you; when ye dwell among us? Now therefore ye are cursed, and 
there shall never fail to be of you bondmen, both he\\·ers of wood and drawers of 

24 water for the house of my God. And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it 
was certainly told thy servants, how that the LORD thy God commanded his servant 
Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from be.
fore you; therefore we were sore afraid for our lives because of you, and have done 
this thing. And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it scemeth good and right unto 

26 thee to do unto us, do. And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of the hand 
of the children of Israel, that they slew them not. And Joshua made them that clay 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of the 
LORD, unto this day, in the place which he should choose. 

Story of the League of the Five Kings 
10 Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua 

had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, 
so he had done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibcon had made peace 
with Israel, and were among them; that they feared greatly, because Giheon was a 
great city, as one of the royal citie·;, and because it was greater than Ai, and all the 

3 men thereof were mighty. Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent unto 
Hoham king of Hehron, and unto Piram king of Jarrnuth, and unto Japhia king of 
Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, Come up unto me, and help me, and 
let us smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with Joshua anrl with the children of 
Israel. Therefore the five king5 of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king oi 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, l(atherec\ them
selves together, and went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped against Gibeon, 

6 and made war against it. And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp lo 
Gilgal, saying, Sia.ck not thy hand from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and savl' 
us, and help us: for e.ll the kings of the Amo rites that dwell in the hill country arc 

· gathered together-against us. So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he, and all the people 
of war with him, and all the mighty men of valour. And the LoRD said unto Joshua. 
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Fear them not: for I have delivered them into thine hands; there shall not a man of 
them stand before thee. Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly; for he went up9 
from Gilgal all the night. And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and he 
skw them with a ~reat sla~hter at Gibeon, and chased them by the way of the ascent 
of Beth-horon, and smote them to A~ekah, and unto Makkedah. And it came to pass, 
as they fled from before Israel, while they were in the going down of Beth,horon, that 
the LORD cast down great stones from hea,·en upon them unto Azekah, and they 
died: thcv were more which died with the hailstones than they whom the children 
of Israel slew with the sword. 

Then spake Joshua to the Lo.RD in the day when the LORD deli,·ered up the 12 

ArnoriLes before the lhildren of Israel; and he said in the sight of Israel, 

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; 
And thou, Moon, in the valley of Aijalon. 

Ami the sun stood still, 
And the moon stayed, 

Until the nation had avenged themselves of their enemies.* 

And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. 

13 

And these fn·e kings Jkd, and hid themselves in the cave at :\fakkedah. And it 16 
was told Joshua, saying, The five kings a~e found, hidden in the ca,·e at l\fakkedah. 
And Joshua said, Roll great stones unto the mouth of the cave, and set men by it for 
to keep them: but stay not ye; pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost of 
them; suffer them not to enter into their cities: for the LORD your God hath delivered 
them into your hanrl. And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of Israel 20 

had made an end of >laying them with a wry great slaughter, till they were consumed, 
and the remnant which remained of them had entered into the fenced cities, that all 
the people returned to the camp to Joshua at l\fakkedah in peace: none moved his 
tnngue against any of the children of Israel. Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of 
the cave, an<l lfring forth those five kings unto me out of the cave. And they did so, 23 
an<l brought forth those fi,·e kings unto him out of the cave, the king of Jerusalem, 
the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon. 
And it came to pass, when they brought forth those kings unto Joshua, that Jcishua 
called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the chiefs of the men of war which went 
with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came 
n<ear, and put their feet upon the necks of them. And Joshua said unto them, Fear 25 
not, nor be dismayed; he strong and of good courage: for thus shall the LORD do to 
all your enemies against whom ye fight. And aftenvard Joshua smote them, and put 
them to death, and hanged them on five trees: and they were hanging upon the trees 
until the e1·ening. And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that 
Joshua commanded, and they took them down off the trees, and cast them into the 
ea1·e wherein they had hidden themselves, and laid great stones on the mouth of the 
ca,·e, unto this 1·ery day. 

And Joshua took ~Iakkedah,on that day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, 28 
and the king thereof; he utterlv destroved them and all the souls that 
were therein, he left none remaining: and he did to the king of Mak- H:s~ory d 
kedah as he had do,ne unto the king of Jericho. con mue 

And Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel wit'l him, unto Libnah, and 09 
fought against Lilmah: and the LORD delivered it also, and the king thereof, into the 
hand of Israel; and he ~mote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were 

*Is not this written in the hook of Jashar? 11 And the sun stayed in the midst of hl"aven
1 

and 
hosted not to go down ahout a whole <lay. And there was no day like that before it or after it, 14 
that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man:' for the Loan fought for Israel." 
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therein; he left none rrmaining in it; and he did unto the king thereof as he had done 
unto the king of Jericho. . 

31 And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, unto Lachish, and 
encamped against it, and fougbt against it: and the LORD delivered Lachish into the 
band of Israel, and he took it on tbe second day,aqd smote it with the edge of the sword, 
and all the souls that were therein, according lo all that he had done to Libnah. 

Then 1-loram king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; 0 ~d Joshua smote him 
and his people, until he had left him none remaining. · 

34 Anrl Joshua passed from Lachish, and all Israel with him, unto Eglon; alll1 they 
encamped against it, and fought against it; and they took it on that day, and smote 
it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein he utterly destroyed 
that clay, according to all that he had done to Lachish. 

36 And Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, unto Hebron; and they 
fought against it, and they took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the 
king thereof, anrl all the cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein; he left 
none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon; but he utterly destroyed 
it, and all the souls that were therein. 

38 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and fought against it: 
and he took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof; and they smote them 
with the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls that were therein; he 
left none remaining: as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to the king 
thereof; as he had done also to Libnah, and to the king thereof. 

40 So Joshua smote all the land, the hill country, and the South, and the lowland, 
and the slopes, and all their kings; he left none remaining: but he utterly destroyecl 
all that breathed, as the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded. And Joshua smote 
them from Kadcsh-barnea even unto Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even unto 
Gibeon. And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because 
the LORD, the God of Israel, fought for Israel. And Joshua returned, and all Israel 
with him, unto the camp to Gilgal. , 

11 And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor heard thereof, that he sent to Jobab 
king of Madon, anrl to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph, and to the 
kings that were on the north, in the hill country, and in the Ara bah sourh of Chinneroth, 
and in the lowland, and in the heights of Dor on the west, to the Canaanite on the 
cast and on the west, and the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzitc, and the Jebu-

4 site in lhe hill country, and the Hi,·itc under Henr.on in the land of Mizpah. Allll 
they went out, they and all their hosls wilh them, much people, even as the sand that is 
upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very many. And all these 
kings met together; and they came and pitched together at the waters of l\.Ierom, lo 
fight wilh Israel. And the LORD said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of them: 
for to-morrow at this ti:ne will I deli\'cr them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt 

7 hough their horses, and burn their chariots with fire. So Joshua came, and all the 
people of w

0
ar with him, ag:iinst them by the waters of '.1-Icrom suddenly, and fell 

upon them. And the LoRn delivered them into the hand of Israel, and they smote 
them, and chased them unto great Zidon, and unto Misrephoth-maim, and unto th1 
\'alley of i\Iizpeh eastward; and they smote them, until they left them none remaining 
And Joshua did unlo them as the LORD bade him: he boughed their horses, and burn: 
their chariots with lire. 

ro And Joshua turned back at that time, and took Hazor, and smote the king thereof 
with the sword: for Hazor beforetime was the head of all those kingdoms. And they 
smote all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying 
them: there was none left that breathed: and he burnt Hazor with lire. And all the 
cities of those kings, and all the kings of them, did Joshua take, and he smote them 
with the edge of Lhe sword, and utterly destroyed them; as Moses the servant of the 
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LoRD commanded. But as for the cities that stood on their mounds, Israel burned r:; 
none of them, save Razor only; that did Joshua burn. And all the spoil of these 
cities, and the cattle, the children of Israel took for a prey unto themselves; but every 
man they smote with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them, neither left 
they any that br~athed. As the LORD commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses 
con,rnand Joshua: and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the LORD 
commanded :\loses. 

So Joshua took all that land, the hill country, and all the Svuth, and all the Janel ic 

of Goshen, and the lowland, and the Arabah, and the hill country of Israel, and the 
lowland of the same; from mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad 
in the valley of Lebanon under mount Hermon: and all their kings he took, and smote 
them, and put them to death. Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 
There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the llivites the i9 
inhabitants of Gibeon: they took all in battle. For it was of the LORD lo harden their 
hearts, to come against Israel in battle, that he might utterly destroy them, that they 
might have no farnur, but that be might destroy them, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

And Joshua came at that time, and cut off the Anakim from the hill country, 21 

from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the hill country of Judah, and 
from all Lhe hill country of Israel: Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities. 
There was none of the Anakim left in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, 
in Gath, and in Ashdod, did some remain. So Joshua took the whole land, according 
to all that the LORD spake unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto 
Israel according lo their divisions by their tribes. And the land had rest from war. 

Appendix A. - Catalogue of Conquered Kings 

12 Now these arc the kings of the land, 
whom the children of Israel smote, and pos
'csscd their land beyond Jordan toward the 
sunrising, from the valley of Arnon unto 
mount Hermon, and all the Arabah easl-

2 "·ard: Sihon king of Lhe Amorites, who 
d-,,·clt in Hcshbon, and ruled from Aroer, 
which is on the edge of the valley of Amon, 
and the city Lhat is in the middle of the 
valley, and half l;ilead, even unto the river 
J alibok, the border of the children of Am-

3 mon; and the Ara bah unto the sea of 
Chinncroth, eastward, and unto the sea of 
the. :\rabah, =en the Salt Sea, eastward, 
the way to Deth-jeshimoth; and on the 
south, under the slopes of Pisgah: and the 
bonkr of Og king of Bashan, of the rem
nant c; Lhe Rcphaim, who d"·clt at Ash-

5 Lircth and al Erlrci, and ruled in mount 
Hermon, and in Salecah, and in all Bashan, 
unto Lhe border oi the Geshurites ancl the 
'.\!aacathites, and half Gilead, the border 

6 of Sihon king of Heshbon. l\Ioses the 
servant of the LORD and the children of 
brae! smote them: and l\Ioses the servant 
of Lhe LORD ga vc it for a possession unto 
the Re.uheniles, and the GadiLes, and Lhe 
half tribe of '.\!anasseh. 

7 And these arc the kings of Lhe land whom 
Joshua and the children of Israel smote 
beyond Jordan westward, from Baal-gad 

in the valley of Lebanon even unto mount 
Halak, that goeth up to Seir; and Joshua 
gave it unto the tribes of Israel for a pos
session accorcling to their divisions; in the B 
hill country, and in the lowland, and in the 
Ara bah, and in the slopes, and in the wilder
ness, and in the South; the Hillite, the 
Amorite, and the Canaanite, the Perizzite, 
the Hh·itc, and the Jebusile: the king of 9 
J cricho, one; the king of Ai, which is 
beside Beth-cl, one; the king of Jerusalem, 
one; the king of Hebron, one; the king of 
J armuth, one; Lhe king of Lachish, one; 
the king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, 
one; the king of Debir, one; the king of i3 
Geclcr, one; the king of Ho rm ah, one; the 
king of A rad, one; the king of Lil.mah, one; 
the king of Adullam, one; the king of 
Makkedah, one; the king of Beth-el, one: 
the king of Tappuah, one; the king of 17 
Hepher, one; the king of Aphek, one; the 
king of Lassharon, one; the king of Madon. 
one; the king of Hazor, one; the king of 
Shimron-mcron, one; the king of Ach
shaph, one;. the king of Taanach, one: 21 

the king of Megiddo, one; the king of 
Kedesh, one; the king of J okneam in 
Carmel, one; the king of Dor in the height 
of Dor, one; the king of Goiim in Gilgal. 
one; the king of Tirzah, one: all the kings 
l hirty and one. 

207 



Joshua -->a Old Testament History 

Appendix B. - Allotment of the Tribes 
13 Now Joshua was old and well stricken 

in years; and the LORD said unto him, 
Thou art old and well stricken in years, 
and there remaineth yet very much land to 
be possessed. This is the land that yet 
remaineth: all the regions of the Philistines, 

3 and all the Geshurites; from the Shihor, 
which is before Egypt, even unto the border 
of Ekron northward, which is counted to 
the Canaanites: the five lords of the 
Philistines; the Gazites, and the Ash
doditcs, the Ashkclonitcs, the Gitlites, and 

4 the Ekrnnites; also the Avvim, on the 
south: all the land of the Canaanites, 
and Mearah that bclongcth to the Zidonians, 
unto Aphek, to the border of the Amorites: 
and the land of the Gebalites, and all 
Lebanon, toward the sunrising, from Ilaal
gad under mount Hermon unto the entcr-

6 i na in of Hamath: all the inhabitants of 
th~ hill country from Lebanon unto l\Iis·
rephoth-maim, even all the Zidonians; 
them will I drive out from before the 
children of Israel: only allot thou it unto 
Israel for an inheritance, as I have com-

7 manded thee. Now therefore divide this 
land for an inheritance unto the nine tribes, 
and the half tribe of Manasseh. With him 
the Rcubenites and the Gadites recch·cd 
their inheritance, which Moses gave tliem, 
beyond Jordan eastward, even as Moses 

J the servant of the LORD gave them; from 
Aroer, that is on the edge of the valley of 
Amon, and the city that is in the middle of 
the valley, and all the plain of Mede ha 
unto Dibon; and all the cities of Si hon king 
of the Amorites, which reigned in Heshbon, 
unto the border of the children of Ammon; 

II anti Gilead, and the border of the Gcshurites 
and Maacathites, and all mount Hermon, 
and a;l Ilashan unto Salccah; all the king
dom of Og in Ilashan, which reigned in 
Ashtarnth and in Edrei (the same was left 
of the remnant of the Rephaim); for these 
did Moses smite, and dra\"e them out. 

13 Nevertheless the children of Israel dravc 
not out the Gcshurites, nor the Maacathites: 
but Geshur and 1\-laacath dwelt in the midst 
of Israel, unt'.) this day. Only unto the 
tribe of Lcvl he gave none inheritance; 
the offerings of the LORD, the God of Israel, 
made by lire are his inheritance, as he spake 
unto him. 

and the city that is in the middle of tne 
valley, and all the plain by Mcdcba; I-Iesh- 11 
bon, and all her cities that arc in the plain; 
Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Ileth-\laal
meon; and J ahaz, and Kedemoth, and 
Mcphaath; and Kiriathaim, and Sibmah, 
and Zcreth-shahar in the mount of the 
valley; and Ileth-peor, and foe slopes of 20 

Pisgah, and Bcth-jeshimoth; and all the 
cities of the plain, and all the kingdom of 
Sihon king of the Amoritcs, which reigned 
in Hcshbon, whom Moses smote with the 
chiefs of Midian, Evi, and R<"kem, and Zur, 
and Hur, and Reba, the princes of Sihon, 
that dwelt in the land. Balaam also the 22 

son of Bear, the soothsayer, did the children 
of Israel slay with the sword among the 
rest of their slain. And the border of the 
children of Reuben was Jordan, and the 
border thereof. This was the inheritance 
of the children of Reuben according lo 
their families, the cities and the villages 
thereof. 

And Moses gave unto the tribe of Gad, "'I 
unto the children of Gad, according to their 
families. And their border was J azcr, 
and all the cities of Gilead, and half the 
land of the children of Ammon, unto Arner 
that is before Rabbah; and from Heshbon 
unto Ramath-mizpeh, and Bclonim; and 
from Mahacrnim unto the border of Debir; 
and in the valley, Beth-ha ram, and Beth- Z'J 
nimrah, and Succoth, and Zaphon. the rest 
of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, 
Jordan and the border thereof, unto the ut
termost part of the sea of Chinnereth beyond 
Jordan eastward. This is the inheritance 
of the children of Gad according to their 
families, the cities and the villages thereof. 

And Moses gave inheritance unto the 29 
half tribe of Manasseh: and it was for· the 
half tribe of the children of Manasseh 
according to their families. And their 
border was from Mahanaim, all Ilashan, 
all the kingdom of Og king of Bashnn, and 
all the towns of J air, which arc• i11 Dash an, 
threescore cities: and half Gi'e~d, and 31 
Ashtarnth, and Edrei, the cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan, were for the 
children of Maehir the son of l\lanas.,ell, 
c\·en for the half of the children of }.fad1ir 
according to their families. 

These arc the inheritances which :Moses J' 
distributed in the plains of Moab, beyond 

1 5 And Moses gave unto the tribe of the the Jordan at Jericho, eastward. Ilut 
children of Reuben according to their unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave none 
families. And their border was from Arner, inheritance: the LORD, the God of Isrncl, 
that is on the edge of the valley of Amon, is their inheritance, as he spake unto them. 
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t And these are the inheritances which the 
children of Israel took in the land of Canaan, 
which Eleazar !he priest, and Joshua the 
son of Nun, and !he heads of the fathers' 
houses of the tribes of the children of Israel, 

"distribu!ed unto !hem, by !he lot of their 
inheritance, as the LORD commanded by 
the hand of l\Ioses, for the nine tribes, and 
for the half tribe. For Moses had given 
the inheritance of the two tribes and the 
half !ribe beyond Jordan: but unto !he 
Le,·itcs he gave none inheritance among 

<,them. For !he children of Joseph were !wo 
1 tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim: and they 

gave no portion unto the Levites in !he 
land, save cities lo dwell in, with Lhe suburbs 

I thereof for their cattle and for their suh-
, stance. As Lhe LORD commanded Moses, 

so the children of Israel did, and they 
divided the land. 

; Then the children of Judah drew nigh 
1 unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son 

of J ephunneh the Kenizzite said unto him, 
Thou knowest the thing that the LORD 
spake unto C>.Ioses the man of God concern-

' ing me and concerning thee in Kadesh-
1 barnea. Fort\· vcars old was I when 
: l\foses the servaill of the LORD sent me 
I from Ka<lesh-barnea lo spy out the land; 
; and I brought him word again as it was in 
e mine heart. Ke,·erthelcss my brethren that 
1 went up with me made the heart of the 
I people melt: but I wholly followed !he 

LORD my God. And C>.Ioscs sware on that 
day, sa):ing, Surely the land whereon thy 
foot hath !ro<lden shall be an inheritance 
to !hce and to thy children for ever, be
cause thou hast wholly followed the LORD 

>my God. And now, behold, the LORD 
hath kept me alive, as he spake, these forty 
and live years, from the time that the LORD 
spake this word unto :\loses, while Israel 
walked in the wilderness: and now, lo, 
I am this day fourscore and live years old. 
As yet I am as strong this day as I was 
in the day that Moses sent me: as my 
strenglh was then, even so is my slrcngth 
now, for war, and to go out and to come in. 

•Now therefore give me this mountain, 
whereof the LORD spake in that clay; for 
thou heardest in that day how the Anakim 
were there, anrl cities great and frnce<l: 
it may be that the LORD will Le with me, 
and I shall drive them out, as the LOllD 
spake. And Joshua blessed him; and he 
gave Hebron unto Caleb the son of Je-
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this day; because that he wholly followed 
the LORD, Lhe God of Israel. Now the 
name of Hebron beforetime was Kiriath
arba; which Arba was the greatest man . 
among the Anakim. And the land had 
rest from war. 

And !he lot for !he tribe of the children l.5 
of J u<lah according to their families was 
un!o the border of Edom, even to !he 
wilderness of Zin sou!hward, al !he utter
most part of the south. And !heir south 
border was from the uttermost part of !he 
Sall Sea, from !he bay that looked south
ward: and it went out southward of !he 3 
ascent of Akrabbim, and passed along to 
Zin, and went up by the south of Kadesh
barnea, and passed along by Hezron, and 
went up lo Addar, and turned about to 
Karka: and it passed along lo Azmon, 
and went out at the brook of Egypt; and 
the goings out of the border were at the 
sea: this shall be vour south border. 
And the east border w;1s !he Salt Sea, even 5 
unlo the end of Jordan. And !he border 
of the north quarter was from !he bay of 
the sea at the end of Jordan : and the border 
went up to Beth-hoglah, and passed along 
bv the north of Beth-arabah; and the 
border went up to the stone of Bohan the 
son of Reuben: and the border went up lo 7 
Debir from the valley of Achor, and so 
northward, looking toward Gilgal, that is 
over against !he ascent of A<lummim, which 
is on the south side of the river: and the 
border passed along to !he waters of En
shcmesh, and the goings out !hereof were 
at En-rogel: and the border went up by 6 
the valley of the son of Hinnom unto the 
side of the J ebusite southward (the same is 
Jerusalem): and the border went up to the 
top of the mountain that lieth before the 
valley of Hinnom westward, which is at 
the utlermost part of the vale of l~ephaim 
northward: and the border was drawn 9 
from the top of !he mountain unto the 
fountain of the waters of Nephtoah, and 
went out to the cities of mount Ephron; 
and the border was drawn lo IJaalah (the 
same is Kiriath-jcarim): and the border 
turned about from IJaalah we>lwar<l unto 
mount Seir, and passed along unto the sit.le 
of mount J carim on the north (the same is 
Chcsalon), and wen! down to Beth-shcmesh, 
and passed ~long by Timnah: and the IJ 

border went out unto the side of Ekron 
northward: and !he border was drawn lo 
Shikkeron, and passed along lo mount 
Baalah, and went out at Jabneel; and the 
goings out of the bonier were at the sea. 
And the west border was to the great sea. 

1 t•hunneh for an inheritance. Therefore 
Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb 
the son of J ephunneh the Kenizzitc, unto 
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and the border thereof. This is the border 
of the children of Judah round about ac
cording to their families. 

13 And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he 
gave a portion among the children of 
Judah, according lo the commandment of 
the Lo1rn to Joshua, even Kiriath-arba, 
which Arba was the father of Anak (the 
same is Hebron). And Caleb drove out 
thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, 
and Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of 

15 Anak. And he went up thence against 
the inhabitants of Debir: now the name of 
Debir bdoretime was Kiriath-sepher. And 
Caleb said, He that smiteth Kiriath-sepher, 
and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my 
daughter to wife. And Othniel the son of 
Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and 
he gave him Achsah his daughter to wife. 

18 And it came to pass, when she came unto 
him, that she moved him to ask of her 
father a field: and she lighted down from 
ofT her ass; and Caleb said unto her, 
What wouldest thou? And she said, Give 
me a blessing; for that thou hast set me 
in the land of the South, give me also springs 
of water. And he gave her the upper 
springs and the nether springs. 

20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the 
children of Judah according to their families. 

And the uttermost cities of the tribe of 
the children of Judah toward the border 
of Edom in the South were Kahzeel, and 
Eder, and Jagur; and Kinah, and Dimonah, 
and Adadah; and Kedesh, and Hazor, 

24 and Ith nan; Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth; 
and Hazor-hadattah, and Kerioth-hezron 
(the same is Hazor); Amam, and Shema, 
and Moladah; and Hazar-gaddah, and 
Heshmon, and Beth-pelet; and Hazar
shual, and Beer-sheba, and Biziothiah; 
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Libnah, and Ether, and Ash an; and 
Iphtah, and Ashnah, and Nezib; and 
Keilah, and Achzib, and Nareshah; nine 
cities with their villages. 

Ekron, with her towns and her villages: 
from Ekron even unto the sea, all that were 
by the side of Ashdod, with their villages. 

Ashdod, her towns and her villages; 
Gaza, her towns and her villages; unto the 
brook of Egypt, and the great sea, and the 
border thereof. 

And in the hill country, Shamir, and J attir, 
and Socoh; and Dannah, and Kiriath
sannah (the same is Debir); and Anab, 
and Eshtemoh, and Anim; and Goshen, 
and Halon, and Giloh; eleven cities with 
their villages. 

Arab, and Dumah, and Eshan; and 
J anim, and Beth-tappuah, and Aphekah; 
and Humtah, and Kiriath-arba (the same is 
Hebron), and Zior; nine cities with their 
villages. 

Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and J utah; 
and J ezreel, and J okdeam, and Zanoah; 
Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities 
with their villages. 

Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor; and ~ 
Maarath, and Beth-anoth, and Eltekon; 
six cities with their villages. 

Kiriath-baal (the same is Kiriath-jearim), 
and Rabbah; two cities with their villages. 

In the wilderness, Beth-arabah, Middin, 
and Secacah; and Nibshan, and the Citv 
of Salt, and En-gedi; six cities with thei"r 
villages. 

And as for the J e busites, the inhabitants ( 
of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could 
not drive them out: but the J ebusites dwelt 
with the children of Judah at Jerusalem, 
unto this day. 

30 Baalah, and Iim, and Ezem ; and Eltolad, And the lot for the children of Joseph l 
and Chesil, and Horrnah; and Ziklag, and went out from the Jordan at Jericho, at thr 
Madmannah, and Sansannah; and Le- waters of Jericho on the east, even the 
baoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and.Rimmon: wilderness, going up from Jericho through 
all the cities are twenty and nine, with their the hill country to Beth-el; and it went out 
villages. from Beth-el to Luz, and passed along unto 

33 In the lowland, Eshtaol, and Zorah, and the border of the Archites to Ataroth; and 3 
Ashnah; and Zanoah, and En-gann;:n, it went down westward to the border .;f the 
Tappuah, and Enam; J armuth, and J aphletites, unto the border of Beth-horon 
Aclullam, Socoh, and Azekah; and Shaa- the nether, even unto Gezer: and the goings 
raim, and Adithaim, and Gcderah, and out thereof were at the sea. And the chil-
Gederothaim; fourteen cities with their dren of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, 
villages. took their inheritance. And the border of 5 

37 Zenan, and Hadashah, and Migdalgad; the children of Ephraim according to their 
and Dilan, and Mizpeh, and J okthcel; families was thus: eYen the border of their 
Lachish, and Bozkath, and Eglon; and inheritance eastward was Ataroth-addar, 
Cabbon, and Lahmam, and Chithlish; and unto Beth-horon the upper; and the border 
Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, and went out westward at Michmethath on the 
Makkedah; sixteen cities with their villages. north; and the border turned about east-
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ward unto Taanath-shiloh, and pasged 
7 along it on the east of J anoah; and it 

went down from J anoah to Ataroth, and to 
Naarah, and reached unto Jericho, and 
went out at Jordan. From Tappuah the 
border went along westward to the brook 
of Kanah; and the goings out thereof were 
at the sea. This is the inheritance of the 
tribe of the children of Ephraim according 

9 to their families; together with the cities 
which were separated for the children of 
Ephraim in the midst of the inheritance of 
the children of Manasseh, all the cities 
with their villages. And they drave not 
out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer: 
but the Canaanites dwelt in the midst of 
Ephraim, unto this day, and became ser
vants to do taskwork. 

7 And this was the lot for the tribe of 
Manasseh; for he was the firstborn of Jo
seph. As for Machir the firstborn of Ma
nasseh, the father of Gilead, because he 
was a man of war, therefore he had Gilead 

2 and Bashan. And the lot was for the rest 
of the children of Manasseh according to 
their families; for the children of Abiezer, 
and for the children of Heick, and for the 
children of Asriel, and for the children of 
Shechem, and for the children of Hepher, 
and for the children of Shemida: these 
were the male children of Manasseh the 
son of Joseph according to their families. 

3 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the 
son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 
Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters: 
and these are the names of his daughters, 
Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and 

4 Tirzah. And they came near before 
Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the 
son of Nun, and before the princes, saying, 
The LORD commanded Moses to give us 
an inheritance among our brethren: there
fore according lo the commandment of the 
LORD he gave them an inheritance among 

5 the brethren of their father. And there fell 
ten parts to Manasseh, beside the land of 
Gilead and Bashan, which is beyond 
Jordan; because the daughters of Manasseh 
had an inhrritancc among his sons: and 
the land of (;ilead belonged unto the rest 

7 of the sons of Manasseh. And the border 
of Manasseh was from Asher to Michme
thath, which is before Shcchem; and the 
border went along to the right hand, unto 
the inhabitants of En-Lappuah. The land 
of Tappuah belonged to Manasseh: but 
Tappuah on the border of Manasseh be-

9 longed lo the children of Ephraim. And 
the border went down unto the brook of 
Kanah, southward of the brook: these cities 
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belonged to Ephraim among the cities of 
Manasseh: and the border of Manasseh 
was on the north side of the brook, and the 
goings out thereof were al the sea: south- Io 
ward it was Ephraim's, and northward it 
was Manasseh's, and the sea was his 
border; and they reached to Asher on the 
north, and to Issachar on the east. And II 
i\lanasseh had in Issachar and in Asher 
Bcth-shean and her towns, and Iblcam and 
her towns, and the inhabitants of Dor and 
her towns, and the inhabitants of En-dor 
and her towns, and the inhabitants of 
Taanach and her towns, and the inhabitants 
of Megiddo and her towns, even the three 
heights. Yet the children of Manasseh I• 

could not drh·e out the inhabitants of those 
cities; but the Canaanites would dwell in 
that land. And it came to pass, when the 
children of Israel were waxen strong, that 
they put the Canaanites lo taskwork, and 
did not utterlv dri\'c then; out. 

And the ciiildren of Joseph spake unto q 
Joshua, saying, \\'hy hast thou gi\Tn me 
but one lot and one part for an inheri
tance, seeing I am a great people, foras
much as hitherto the LORD hath blc"cd 
me? And Joshua said unto them, If thou 15 
be a great people, get thee up to the forest, 
and cut down for thvsell there in the land 
of the Perizzites and of the Rcphaim; 
since the hill country of Ephraim is too 
narrow for thee. And the children of 16 
Joseph said, The hill country is not enough 
for us: and all the Canaanites that dwell 
in the land of the vallcv have chariots of 
iron, both thev who arc ·in Bcth-shcan and 
her towns, ancl they who arc in the valley 
of J ezreel. And Joshua spake unto the 17 
house of Joseph, even to Ephraim and to 
Manasseh, saying, Thou art a great people, 
and hast great power: thou shalt not have 
one lot onlv: but the hill countrv shall be 
thine; for ihough it is a forest, thou shall 
cut it down, and the goings out thereof 
shall be thine: for thou shalt drive out the 
Canaanites, though they haYe chariots of 
iron, and though thq be strong. 
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And the whole con~regation of the chi!- 18 
dren of Israel assern bled themselve' to
gether at Shiloh and set up the tent of 
meeting there: and the land was subdued 
bcforr then. Ancl there remained among 
the children of Israel sewn tribes, which 
had not vet divided their inheritance. 
And Joshua said unto the chihlrcn of I"ael, 3 
How long arc ye slack to go in to po.sess 
the land, which the LORD, the God of your 
fathers, hath given you? Appoint for you 
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three men for each tribe: and I will send 
them, and they shall arise, and walk through 
the land, and describe it according to their 
inheritance; and they shall come unto me. 

5 And they shall divide it into seven por
tions: Judah shall a bide in, his border on the 
south, and the house of Joseph shall abide 
in their border on the north. And ye shall 
describe the land into seven portions, and 
bring the description hither to me: and I will 
cast lots for you here before the LORD our 

7 God. For the Levites have no portion among 
you; for the priesthood of the LORD is 
their inheritance: and Gad and Reuben 
and the half tribe of Manasseh have re
ceived their inheritance beyond Jordan 
eastward, which Moses the servant of the 

8 LORD gave them. And the men arose, 
and went: and Joshua charged them that 
went to describe the land, saying, Go and 
walk through the land, and describe it, 
and come again to me, and I will cast lots 
for you here before the LORD in Shiloh. 

9 And the men went and passed through the 
land, and described it by cities into seven 
portions in a book, and they came to Joshua 
unto the camp at Shiloh. And Joshua cast 
lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD: 
and there Joshua divided the land unto the 
children of Israel according to their divisions. 

II And the lot of the tribe of the children of 
Benjamin came up according lo their 
families: ancl the border of their lot went 
out between the children of Judah and the 
children of Jo,seph. ..\nd their border on 
the north quar,cr was from Jordan; and 
the border went up to the side of Jericho 
on the north, and went up through the hill 
country westward; and the goings out 
thereof were at the wilderness of Beth-

13 aven. And the border passed along from 
thence to Luz, to the side of Luz (the same 
is Beth-el), southward; and the border went 
down to Ataroth-addar, bv the mountain 
that licth on the south o( Beth-horon the 
nether. And the border was drawn and 
turned about on the west quarter south
wa rel, from the mountain that licth before 
llcth-horon southward; and the goings 
out .hereof were at Kiriath-baal (the same 
is Kiriath-jcarim), a city of the children of 

15 Judah: this was the west quarter. And 
the south quarter was from the uttennost 
part of Kiriath-jcaritn, and the h lrdcr went 
out westward, and went out to the founlain 
of the waters of Nephtoah: and the 
border went clown to the uttermost part of 
the mountain that lieth before the valley 
of the son of Hinr.om, which is in the vale 
of Rephaim northward; and it went down 
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to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of the 
Jebusitc southward, and went down to 
En-rogcl; and it was drawn on the north, 17 
aad went out at En-shemesh, and went out 
to Geliloth, which is over against the ascent 
of Adummim; and it went down to the 
stone of Bohan the son of Reuben; and it 
passed along to the side over against the 
Arabah northward, and went down unto 
the Arabah: and the border passed along rg 
to the side of Beth-hoglah northward: and 
the goings out of the border were at the 
north bay of the Salt Sea, at the south enrl 
of Jordan: this was the south border. And 
Jordan was the border of it on the east 
quarter. This was the inheritance of the 
children of Benjamin, by the borders thereof 
round about, according to their families. 
Now the cities of the tribe of the children 21 

of Benjamin according to their families 
were Jericho, and Beth-hoglah, and Emek
keziz; and Beth-arabah, and Zemaraim, 
and Beth-el; and Avvim, and Parah, and 
Ophrah; and Chephar-ammoni, and Ophni, 
and Geba; twelve cities with their villages: 
Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth; and 25 
Mizpeh, and Chephirah, and Mo7.ah; 
and Rekem, and Irpcel, and Taralah; 
and Zchh, Eleph, and the Jebusite (the 
same is Jerusalem), Gibcath, and Kiriath; 
fourteen cities with their villages. This is 
the inheritance of the children of Benjamin 
according to their families. 

And the second lot came out for Simeon. 19 
e\'en for the tribe of the children of Simeon 
according to their families: and their in
heritance was in the midst of the inheritance 
of the chilrlrcn of Judah. And they had for 
their inheritance Beer-sheba, or Sheba, and 
Moladah; and Hazar-shual, and Balah, 3 
and Ezcm; and Eltolad, and Bethul, and 
Honnah; and Ziklag, and Beth-marca
both, and Hazar-susah; and Beth-lebaoth, 
and Sharuhen; thirteen cities with their 
villages: Ain, Rimmon, and Ether, and 7 
Ashan; four cities with their villages: and 
all the villages that were round about these 
cities to Baalath-beer, Ramah of the South. 
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the 
children of Simeon according to their 
families. Out of the pa rt of the childr~n 9 
of Judah was the inheritance of the clul
drcn of Simeon: for the port ion of the 
children of Judah was too much for them: 
therefore the children of Simeon had in
heritance in the midst of their inheritance. 

And the third lot came up for the chi!- 10 

dren of 7..ebulun according to their families: 
and the border of their inheritance was unto 
Sa rid: and their border went up westward, 
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even to Maralah, and reached lo Dabbes
heth; and it reached to the brook that is 

12 before Jokneam; and it turned from Sarid 
eastward toward the sunrising unto the 
border of Chisloth-tabor; and it went out 
to Daherath, and went up to Japhia; 
and from thence it passed along eastward 
to (;ath-hepher, to Ethkazin; and it went 
out at Rimmon which stretcheth untoNeah; 

q and the border turned about it on the north 
to Hannathon: and the goings out thereof 
were at the valley of lphtah-el; and Kattath, 
and "<ahalal, and Shimron, and Idalah, 
and Beth-lehem: twelve cities with their 
villages. This is the inheritance of the 
children of Zebulun according to their 
fa mi lies, these cities with their villages. 

17 The fourth lot came out for Issachar, 
even for the children of Issachar according 
to their families. And their border was 
unto Jezreel, and Chesulloth, and Shunem; 
and Hapharaim, and Sh ion, and Anaharath; 
and Rabbith, and Kishion, and Ebez; 
and Remeth, and En-gannim, and En-

02 haddah, and Beth-pazzez; and the border 
reached to Tabor, and Shahazumah, and 
Beth-shemesh; and the goings out of their 
border wC're at I onl:J n: sixteen cities with 
their villages. This is the inheritance of the 
tribe of the children of Issachar according to 
their families, the cities with their villages. 

"-I And the fifth lot came out for the tribe 
of the children of Asher according to their 
families. And their border was Helkath, 
and Hali, and Beten, and Achshaph; 
and Allammelech, and Amad, and Misha!; 
and it reached to Carmel westward, and to 

'ZJ Shihor-libnath; and it turned toward the 
sunrising to Bcth-dagon, and reached to 
Zebulun, and to the valley of Iphtah-el 
nonhward to Beth-emek and Neiel; and 
it went out to Cabul on the left hand, 
and Ebron, and Rehob, and Hammon, 

29 and Kanah, even unto great Zidon; and 
the border turned to Ramah, and to the 
fenced city of Tyre: and the border turned 
to Hosah; am! the ~oings out thereof were 
at the sea by the region of ..\chzib: Cmmah 
also, and Aphek, and Rehab: twenty and 
lwo cities with their villages. This is the 
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turned westward to Aznoth-tabor, and went 
out from thence to Hukkok; and it reached 
to Zebulun on the south, and reached to 
Asher on the west, and to. Judah at Jordan 
toward the sunrising. And the fenced cities 35 
were Ziddim, Zcr, and Hammath, Rakkath, 
and Chinnereth; and Adamah, and Ramah, 
and Hazor; and Kedesh, and Edrei, and 
En-hazor; and Iron, and Migdal-cl, 38 
Harem, and Beth-anath, and Beth-shemcsh; 
nineteen ~ities with their villages: This 
is the inheritance of the tribe of the chil
dren of Naphtali according to their families, 
the cities with their villages. 

The seventh lot came out for the tribe of 40 
the children of Dan according to their 
families. And the border of their inheri
tance was Zorah, and Eshlaol, and Ir
shemesh; and Shaalabbin, and Aijalon, 
and Ithlah; and Elon, and Timnah, and 43 
Ekron; and Eltekeh, and Gibbethon, and 
Baa lath; and Jehucl, and Bene-bcrak, and 
Gath-rimrnon; and Mejarkon, and Rak
kon, with the border over against Joppa. 
And the border of the children of Dan went 47 
out beyond !hem: for the children of Dan 
went up and fought against Leshem, and 
took ii, and smote it with the edge of the 
sword, and possessed it, and dwelt therein, 
and called Leshem, Dan, alter the name of 
Dan their father. This is the inheritance of 48 
the tribe nf the children of Dan according lo 
their families, these cities with their villages. 

So they made an end of distributing the 
land for inheritance by the borders thereof; 
and the children of Israel ga vc an inheri
tance to Joshua the son of Nun in the 
midst of them: according to the command- 50 
ment of the LORD they gave him the city 
which he asked, even Timnath-serah in the 
hill country of Ephraim: and he built the 
citv, and dwelt therein. 

These are the inheritances, which Eleazar 51 
the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and 
the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes 
of the children of Israel, distributed for 
inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the 
LORD, at the door of the tent of meeting. 
So they made an end of dividing the land. 

inheritance of the tribe of the children of And the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying, 20 
Asher according to their families, these Speak to the children of Israel, saying, 
cities with their villages. Assign you the cities of refuge, whereof I 

32 The sixth lo! came out for the children spake unto •~'OU by the hand of Moses: 
of Naphtali, even for the children of that the manslayer that killeth any person 
.'.'laphlali according to their families. And unwittingly and unawares may flee thither: 
their border was from Heleph, from the oak and they shall be unto you for a refuge 
in Zaanannim, and Adami-nekeb; and Jab- from the avenger of blood. And he shall 4 
nee!, unto Lakkum; and the goings out flee unto one of those cities, and shall stand 

34 thereof were at Jordan: and the border at the entering of the gate of the city, and 
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declare his cause in the cars of the ciders 
of that city; and they shall take him into 
the city unto them, and give him a place, 

S that he may dwell among them. And if 
the avenger of blood pursue after him, then 
they shall not deliver up the manslayer 
into his ha n<l; because he smote his neigh
bour unawares, and hated him not before-

6 time. And he shall dwell in that city, 
until he stand before the congregation for 
judg1·ment, until the death of, the high 
priest that shall be in those days: then shall 
the mansJaycr return, an<l crnne unto his 
own rit y, and unto his own house, unto the 

7 city fn;m whence he fled. And they set 
apart Kedesh in Calilee in the hill country 
of Naphtali, and Shechcm in the hill 
country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba 
(the same is Hebron) in the hill country of 

8 Jurlah. And beyond the Jordan at Jericho 
eastward, they assigned Ikzcr i'1 the wil
derness in the plain out of the tribe of 
Reuben, a11rl Ramoth in (;ilead out of the 
tribe of (~ad, and Golan in Bashan out of 

9 the tribe of Manasseh. These were the 
appointed cities for all the children of 
Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth 
among the1n, that whosoever kilkth any 
person unwittingly might flee thither, and 
not die by the hand of the avenger of blood, 
until he stood before the congregation. 

21 Then came near the heads of fathers' 
houses of the Levites unto Eleazar the 
priest, and unto Joshua the son of Nun, 
and unto the heads of fathers' houses of the 
tribes of the children of Israel; and they 
spake unto them at Shiloh in the land of 
Canaan, saying, The LORD commanded by 
the hand of Moses to give us cities lo dwell 
in, with the suburbs thereof for our ca!lle. 

3 And the chilrlren of Israel gave unto the 
Levites out of their inheritance, according 
lo the commandment of the Lorm, these 
cities with their suburbs. 

4 And the lot came out for the families of 
the Kohathites: and the children of Aaron 
the priest, which were of the Leviks, had by 
lot out of the tribe of Judah, and out of the 
tribe of the Simconitcs, and out of the 
tribe of Benjamin, thirteen cities. 

5 And the rest of the children of Kohath 
had by lot out of the families'of the tribe of 
Ephraim, and out of the tribe of Dan, and 
out of the half tribe of Manasseh, ten cities. 

6 And the children of Gershon had by lot 
out of the families of the tribe of Issachar, 
and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the 
tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half tribe 
of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities. 
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The children of Merari according lo their 7 
families had out of the tribe of Reuben, 
and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the 
tribe of Zcbulun, twelve cities. 

And the children of Israel gave by lot 8 
unto the Levites these cities with their 
suburbs. ,as the LORD commanded by the 
hand of Moses. And they gave out of the 
tribe of the children of Judah, and out of 
the tribe of the children of Simeon, thes-! 
cities which arc hne mentioned by name: 
and they were for the children of Aaron, of io 

the families of the Kohathites, who were 
of the children of Levi: for theirs was the 
first lot. And they gave them Kiriath-arba, 
which Arba was the father of Anak, (the 
same is Hebron,) in the hill country of 
Judah, with the suburbs thereof round about 
it. But the fields of the city, anrl the vii- i2 

!ages thereof, gave they to Caleb the son of 
J ephunneh for his possession. 

And unto the children of Aaron the priest 
they gave Hebron with her suburbs, the 
city of refuge for the manslayer, and 
Libnah with her suburbs; and J altir with 14 
her suburbs, and Eshtcmoa with her sub
urbs; and Holon with her suburbs, and Dc
bir with her suburbs; and Ain with her 
suburbs, and Ju!lah wilh her suburbs, 
and Beth-shemcsh with her suburbs; nine 
cities out of those two tribes. And 17 
out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with 
her suburbs, Geba with her suburbs; 
Anathoth with her suburbs, and Almon with 
her suburbs; four cities. All the cities of 
the children of Aaron, the priests, were 
thirteen cities with their suburbs. 

And the families of the children of 20 

Kohath, the Levites, even the rest of the 
children of Kohath, they had the cities 
of their lot out of the tribe of Ephraim. 
And they gave them Shechem with her 
suburbs in the hill country of Ephraim, the 
city of refuge for the manslayer, and Gezer 
with her suburbs; and Kibzaim with her 22 

suburbs, and Bcth-horon with her suburbs; 
four cities. And out of the tribe of Dan, 
Eltcke with her suburbs, Gibbethon with 
her suburbs; Aijalon with her suburbs. 
Gath-rimmon with her suburbs; four 
cities. And out of the half tribe of Manas- 25 
sch, Taanach with her suburbs, and Gath
rimmon with her suburbs; two cities. All 
the cities of the families of the rest of the 
childrel'. of Kohath were ten with their 
suburbs. 

And unto the children of Gershon, of 27 
the families of the Levites, out of the half 
tribe of Manasseh they gave Golan in Bashan 
with her suburbs, the city of refuge for the 
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manslayer; and Be-eshterah with her 
suburbs; two cities. And out of the tribe 
of Issachar, Kishion with her suburbs, 
Daberath with her suburbs; Jannuth with 
her suburbs, En-gannim with her suburbs; 
four cities. And out of the tribe of Asher, 
l\Iishal with her suburbs, Abdon with her 
suburbs; Helkath with her suburbs, and 
Rehob with her suburbs; four cities. And 
out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kede_sh in 
Galilee with her suburbs, the city of refuge 
for the manslawr, and Hammoth-dor with 
her suburbs, a1id Karlan with her suburbs; 
three cities. All the cities of the Gcrshon
itcs according to their families were thirteen 
cities with their suburbs. 

And unto the families of the children of 
l\lerari, the rest of the Levites, out of the 
tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with her sub
urbs, and Kartah with her suburbs, Dim
nah wi1h her suburbs, Nahalal with her 
suburbs; four cities. 

And out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer 
"·ith her suburbs, and Jahaz with her 
suburbs, Kedemoth with her suburbs, and 
l\Iephaath with her suburbs; four cities. 
And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in 
Gilead with her suburbs, the city of refuge 
for the manslayer, and '.\Iahanaim with her 
suburbs; He~hbun with her suburbs, 
Jazer with her suburbs; four cities in all. 
All these were the cities of the children of 
Merari according to their families, even the 
rest of the families of the !..evites; and their 
lot was tweh·e cities. 

All the cities of the Levites in the mi<lst 
of the possession of the children of Israel 
were forty and eight cities with their sub
urbs. These cities were every one with 
their suburbs round about them: thus it 
was with all these cities. 

.Joshua 

day, but have kept the charge of the com
mandment of the LORD your God. And 4 
now the LORD your God hath given rest 
unto your brethren, as he spake unto them: 
therefore now turn ye, and get you unto your 
tents, unto the )a nrl of your possession, 
which Moses the servant of the LORD gave 
you beyond Jordan. Onli; take diligent 5 
heed to do the commandment and the law, 
which Moses the servant of the Lotm 
commanded you, to lcl\'e the Lotm your 
God, and to walk in all his ways, and to 
keep his commandments, and to cleave 
unto him, and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul. So Joshua. 
blessed them, and sent them away: and 
thev went unto their tents. 

Now to the one half tribe of Manasseh 7 
Moses had given inheritance in Bashan: 
but unto the other half gave Joshua among 
their brethren beyond Jordan westward. 
Moreover when Joshua sent them away 
unto their tents, he blessed them, and spake 8 
unto them, saying, Return with much 
wealth unto your tents, and with very 
much cattle, with silver, and with gold, 
and with hrass, and with iron, and with very 
much raiment: divide the spoil of your 
enemies with vour brethren. 

And the children of Reuben and the 9 
children of Gad and the half tribe of 
Manasseh returned, and departed from the 
children of Israel out of Shiloh, which is 
in the land of Canaan, to go unto the land 
of Gilead, to the land of their possession, 
whereof they were possessed, according to 
the commandment of the LORD by the hand 
of Moses. And when they came unto the 10 

region about Jordan, that is in the land of 
Canaan, the children of Reuben and the 
children of Gad and the half tribe of 
Manasseh built there an altar by Jordan, 

So the LORD gave unto Israel all the land a great altar to see to. And the children 11 

which he sware to give unto their fathers; of Israel heard sav, Behold, the children of 
and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. Reuben and the children of Gad and the 
And the LORD gave them rest round about, half tribe of Manasseh have built an altar 
according to all that he sware unto their in the forefront of the land of Canaan, in 
fathers: and there stood not a man of all the region about Jordan, on the side that 
their enemies before them; the LORD de- pertaineth to the children of Israel. And 12 

liYcred all their enemies i:ito their hand. when the children of Israel heard of it, 
There failed not aught r; any good thing the whole congregation of the rhildren of 
which the LORD had spoken unto the house Israel gathered themselves together al 
of Israel; all came to pass. Shiloh, to go up against them lo war. 

Then Joshua railed the Reubenites, and And the <;hildren of Israel sent unto the 13 
the tjadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, children of Reuben, and to the children oi 
anci said unto them, Ye have kept all that Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, 
Moses the servant uf Lhc LORD commanded into the land of Gilead, Phinchas the sun 
you, and have hearkened unto my voice in of Eleazar the priest; and with him ten 
all that I commanded you: ye have not princes, one prince of a fathers' house for 
left your brethren these many days unto this each of the tribes of Israel; and they were 
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every one of them head of their fathers' 
houses among the thousands of Israe I. 

15 And they came unto the children of Reuben, 
and to the children of Gad, and to the half 
tribe of Manasseh, unto the land of Gilead, 
and they spake with them, saying, Thus 
saith the whole congregation of the Lotm, 
What trespass is this that ye have committed 
against the God of Israel, to turn away this 
day from following the LORD, in that ye 
have builded you an altar, to rebel this 

17 day against the LORD? Is the iniquity of 
Peor too little for us, from which we have 
not cleansed ourselves unto this dav, 
although there came a plague upon the con
gregation of the LORD, that ye must turn 
away this day from following the LORD? 
and it will be, seeing ye rebel to-day, 
against the Lotm, that to-morrow he will be 
wroth with the whole congregation of Israel. 

19 Howbeit, if the land of your possession be 
unclean, then pass ye over unto the land of 
the possession of the LORD, wherein the 
LOR D's tabernacle dwelleth, and take pos
session among us : but rebel not against the 
LORD, nor rebel against us, in building you 
an altar besides the altar of the LORD our 

20 (;od. Did not Achan the son of Zerah com
mit a trespass in the devoted thing, and wrath 
fell upon all the congregation of Israel? and 
that man perished not alone in his iniquity. 

Then the children of Reuben and the 
children of Gad and the half tribe of Manas
seh answered, and spake unto the heads of 

22 the thousands of Israel, The LORD, the God 
of gods, the LORD, the God of gods, he 
knowcth, and Israel he shall know; if it 
be in rebellion, or if in trespass against the 
LORD, (save thou us not this day,) that we 
have built us an altar lo turn away from 
following the LORD; or if to offer thereon 
burnt o!Tering or meal oITering, or if to offer 
sacrifice of peace o!Terings thereon, let the 

24 LORD himself require it; and if we have not 
rather nut of carefulness done this, and of 
purpose, saying, In time to come your chil
dren might speak unto our children, saying, 
What have ve to do with the LORD, the God 

25 of Israel? fZir the LORD hath made Jordan 
a border between us and you, ye children of 
Reuben and children of Gad; ve have no 
portion in the LORD: so shall your 
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children make our children cease from 
fearing the LORD. Therefore we said, Let 
us now prepare to build us an altar, not 
for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice: but 27 
it shall be a witness between us and 
you, and between our generations after 
us, that we mav do the service of the LORD 
before him with our burnt offerings, and 
with our sacrifices, and with our peace 
offerings; that your children may not 
say to our children in time to come, Ye 
have no portion in the LORD. Therefore 28 
said we, It shall be, when they so say to 
us or to our generations in time to come, 
that we shall say, Behold the pattern of 
the altar of the LORD, which our fathers 
made, not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice; 
but it is a witness between us and vou. 
God forbid that we should rebel against "9 
the LORD, and turn away this day from 
following the LORD, to build an altar for 
burnt offering, for meal offering, or for 
sacrifice, besides the altar of the LORD 
our God that is before his tabernacle. 

And when Phinehas the priest, and the 30 
princes of the congregation, even the heads 
of the thousands of Israel which were with 
him, heard the words that the children of 
Reuren and the children of Gad and the 
children of Manasseh spake, it pleased them 
well. And Phinehas the son of Eleazar 31 
the priest said unto the children of Reuben, 
and to the children of Gad, and to the 
children of Manasseh, This day we know 
that the LORD is in the midst of us, because 
ye have not committed this trespass against 
the LORD: now have ye delivered the chil
dren of Israel out of the hand of the LORD. 
And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest. · · 
and the princes, returned from the children 
of Reuben, and from the children of Gad, 
out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of 
Canaan, to the children of Israel, and 
brought them word again. And the th inf, 33 
pleased the children of Israel; and the chil
dren of Israel blessed God, and spake no 
more of going up against them to war, to de
stroy the land wherein the children of Reu
ben and the children of Gad dwelt. And the 3~ 
children of Reuben and the children of Gael 
called the altar' Ed': For, said they, it is a 
•witness' between us that the LORD is God. 

Story of Joshua's Farewell 
23 And It c~me to pass after many days, when the LORD had given rest unto Israel 

from all their enemies round about, and Joshua was old and well stricken in years; 
that Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders and for their heads, and for their 
judges and for their officers, and said unto them: 

216 



Period or the Judges ~ Joshua 

I am old and well stricken in years: and ye have seen all that the LORD your God 
hath done unto all these nations because of you; for the LORD your God, roe it is that 
hath fought for you. Behold, I have allotted unto you these nations that remain, 4 
to be an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have 
cut off, c\"en unto the !(feat sea toward the going down of the sun. And the LORD 
your God, he shall thrust them out from before you, and drive them from out of your 
sight; and ye shall possess their land, as the LORD your God spake unto you. There
fore be ye very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law 
of Moses, that ve turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left; that ye 7 
come not among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention 
of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor how 
down yourselves unto them: but cleave unto the LORD your God, as ye have done unto 
this day. For the LoRD hath driven out from befor~ you great nations and strong: 
but as for you, no man hath stood before you unto this day. One man of you shall 10 

chase a thousand: for the LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he spake 
unto you. Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the LORD your 
God. Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nalions, 
even these that remain among you, and make marriages with them, and go in unto 
them.and they to you: know fora certainty that the LORD your God will no more drive 13 
these nations from out of your sight; but they shall be a snare and a trap unto you, 
and a scourge in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good 
land which the LORD your God hath given }~u. And, behold, this day I am going 
the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not 
one thing hath failed of all the good things which the LORD yot1r God spake concern
ing you; all are come to pass unto you, not one ,thing hath foiled thereof. And it 15 
shall come to pass, that as all the good things arc come upon you of which the LORD 
your God spake unto you, so shall the LORD bring upon you all the evil things, until 
he have destroyer! you from oIT this good land which the LORD your God hath given 
rou. When ye transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded 
you, and go and ser\"e other gods, and bow down yourselves to them; then shall the 
anger of the LoRn be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from oil the 
good land which he hath gi\•en unto you. 

Anrl Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders 24 
of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they 
presented themselves before God. And Joshua said unto all the people: 

Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt of olrl time beyond 
the Ri\•er, even Tcrah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor: and they 
served other gods. And I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and led 3 
him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and ga\·e him Isaac. 
And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to pos
sess it; and Jacob and his children went down into Egypt. And I sent Moses and 
h.aron, and I plagued Eeypt, according to that which I did in the midst thereof: and 
aftenvard I brought you out. And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came 6 
unto the sea; and the Eeyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and with 
horsemen unto the Red Sea. And when they cried out unto the Lmm, he put darkness 
between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and 
your eyes saw what I did in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness many rlays. And I 
brought you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt beyonrl Torrlan; and they fought 
with you: and I gave them into vour hand, and ye possessed the"ir land; and I destroyed 
them from before you. Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought 9 
'igainst Israel; and he sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you; but I 
would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you 
out of his hand. And ye went over Jordan, anrl came unto Jericho: and the men of 
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Jericho fought against you, the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Canaanite, and the 
Hittite, and the Girgashite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite; and I delivered them into 

12 your hantl. And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, 
even the two kings of the Amorites; not with thy sword, nor with thy bow. And I gave 
you a land whereon thou hadst not laboured, and cities which ye built not, and ye 
dwell therein; of vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye cat. Now 
therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the 
gods which your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt; and serve ye the 

15 LORD. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye 
will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD. 

17 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, 

to serve other gods; for the LORD our God, he it is that brought us and our fathers 
up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and that did those great signs 
in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the 
peoples through the midst of whom we passed: and the LORD drave out from before 
us all the peoples, even the Amoritcs which dwelt in the land: therefore we also will 
serve the LORD; for he is our God. 

19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD; for he is an holy 
God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgression nor your sins. If ye 
forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you evil, and con
sume you, after that he hath done you good. And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but 
we will serve the LORD. And Joshua said unto the people, Ye arewitnessesagainst your
selves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him. And they said, We are wit-

23 nesses. Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and in
.dine your heart unto the LORD, the God of Israel. And the people said unto Joshua, The 
LORD our God will we serve, and unto his voice will we hearken. So Joshua made a 
covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem. 

26 And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he took a great 
stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. And 
Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness against us; for 
it hath heard all the words of the LORD which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore 
a witness against you, lest ye deny your God. So Joshua sent the people away, every 
man unto his inheritance. 

29 And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of 
the Lo1m, died, being an hundred and ten years old. And they buried him in the 
border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, ';hich is in the hill country of Ephraim, 
on the north of the mountain of Gaash. A•.d Israel served the LORD all the days of 
Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, and had known all the 

32 work of the LORD, that he had wrought for Israel. And the bones of Joseph, which 
the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in the parcel 
of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an 
hundred pieces of money: and they became the inheritance of the children of Joseph. 
And Eleazar the son of Aaron died; and they buried him in the hill of Phinehas his 
son, which was given him in the hill country of Ephraim. 

BOOK VI. -THE SUCCESSION OF JUDGES 

1 And it came to pass after the death of Joshua, that the children of Israel askeu of 
the LORD, saying, Who shall go up for us first against the Canaanites, to fight against 
them? And the LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land 
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into his hand. And Judah said unto Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my 3 
lot, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and I likewise will go with thee into 
thy lot. So Simeon went with him. And Judah went up; and the LORD .. 
deli,·ered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: and they f~n~iti~n of 
smote of them in Bezek ten thousand men. And they found Adoni-bc- af:e/Joshua 
zek in Be.zek: and they fought against him, and they smote the Ca-
na:rnites and the Perizzites. But Adoni-bezek fled; and they pursued after him, 6 
and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and his great toes. And Adoni-bezek said, 
Threescore and ten kings, having their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered 
their meat under my table: as I have done, so God hath requited me. And they 
brought him to Jerusalem, and he rlied there. 

And the children of Judah fought against Jerusalem, and took it, and smote it a 
with the edge of the sword, and set the city on fire. And afterward the children cf 
Judah went down to fight against the Canaanites that dwelt in the hill country, and in 
the South, and in the lowland. And Jml;ih went against the Can;ianitcs that dwelt j;, 
Hebron: (now the name of Hebron beforetime was Kiriath-arha :) and they smote 
Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai. And from thence he went against the inhabit- 11 

ants of Debir. (Now the name of Debir beforetime was Kiriath-sepher.) And 
Caleb said, He that smiteth Ki1iath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah 
my daughter to wife. And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took 
it: and he gaYe him Achsah his daughter lo wife. And it came to pass, when she 14 
came unto him, that she moved him to ask of her father a field: and she lighted down 
from off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wouldest thou? And she said unto 
him, Give me a blessing; for that thou hast set me in the land of the South, gi,·e 
me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the nether 
springs. 

And the children of the Kenite, Moses' brother in law, went up out of the city of i6 
palm trees with the children of Judah into the wilderness of Judah, which is in the 
south of A rad; anrl they went and dwelt with the people. And Judah went with 
Simeon his brother, and they smote the Canaanites that inhabited Zephath, and 
utterly destroyed it. And the name of the city was called Hormah. Also Judah 
took Gaza with the border thereof, and Ashkelon with the border thereof, and Ekro'1 
with the border thereof. And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out thP 19 
inhabitants of the hill eountry; for he could not dri,·e out the inhabitants of tfie valle~·, 
because they had chariots of iron. And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as l\loscs had 
spoken: and he drave out thence the three sons of Anak. And the children of Ben
jamin did not drive oi..t the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem: but the Jebusites 
dwelt with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem, untQ. this day. 

And the house of Joseph, they also went up against Beth-cl: and the LORD was with 22 

them. And the house of Joseph sent to spy out Beth-el. INow the name of the city 
beforetime was Luz.) And the watchers saw a man come forth out of the city, anrl 
they said unto him, Shew us, we pray thee, the entrance into the city, and we will 
deal kindly with thee. And he shewed them the entrance into the city, and they smote 
the city with the edge of the sword; but they let the man go and all his family. And 26 

the man went into the land of the Hittites, anrl built a city, and called the name thereof 
Luz: which is the name thereof unto this day. . 

And :\fanasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shean and her tow!'s, ::~r 
of Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabit
ants of Ible am and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Mcgiddo and her towns: but the 
Canaanites would dwell in that land. And it came to pass, when Israel was waxen 28 

strong, that they put the Canaanites to taskwork, and did not utterly drive them out. 
And Ephraim drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaan

ites dwelt in Gezer among them. 
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30 Zebulun drave not out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Na.halo!; 
but the Canaanites dwelt among them, and became tributary. 

Asher drave not out the inhabitants of Acco, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of 
Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Hclbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob: but the Asherites 
dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: for they did not drive them 
out. 

33 Naphtali drave not out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of 
Beth-anath; but he dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: never
theless the inha!Jitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth-anath became tributary unto 
them. 

34 And tk /.morites forced the children of Dan into the hill country: for they would 
not suffer them to come down to the valley: but the Amorites would dwell in mount 
Heres, in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: yet the hand of the house of Joseph prevailed, 
so that they became tributary. And the border of the Arnorites was from the ascent 
of Akrabbim, from the rock, and upward. 

2 Ami the angel of the LORD came up from Gilµ;al to Bochim. And he said, I 
made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware 
unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you: and ye shall 
make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall break down their altars: 
but ye have not hearkened unto my voice: why have ye done this? Wherefore 1 
also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall !Jc as thorns in 

4 your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you. And it came to pass, when the 
angel of the LORD spake these words unto all the children of Israel, that the people 
lifted up their voice, and wept. And they called the name of that place Bochim: 
and they sacrificed there unto the LORD. 

6 Now when Joshua had sent the people away, the children of Israel went every 
man unto his inheritance to possess the land. And the people served the LORD all 
the clays of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had 
seen all the great work of the LORD, that he had wrought for Isr<1el. And Joshua 
the son of Nun, the servant of the Lonn, died, being an hundred and ten years old. 

9 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill 
country of Ephraim, on the north of the mountain of Gaash. And also all that gene
ration were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after 
them, which lrnew not the LORD, nor yet the work which he had wrought for Israel 

II Ancl the children of Israel did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, and 
served the Haalim: ar.d they forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, which brought 
them out of the land of Egn:1t, and followed other gods, of the gods of the peoples that 
were round about them, and bowed themselves down unto them: and they provoked 
the LORD to anger. And they forsook the L01m, and served Baal and the Ashtaroth. 

q And the anger of the Lmm was kindled against Israel, and he delivered them into the 
hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies 
round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies. Whither
socver they went out, the hand of the Lo1w was against them for evil, as the LORD 
had spoken, and as the Lmrn had sworn unto them: and they were sore distressed. 
And the LoRD raised up jtidges, which saved them out of the hand of those that 

17 spoiled them. And yet they hearkened not unto their judges, for they went a whoring 
after other gods, and bowed themselves down unto them: they turned aside quickly 
out of the way wherein their fathers walked, obeying the commandments of the 
LORD; but they did not so. And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the 
LORD was with the judge, and saved them out of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge: for it repented the LORD because of their groaning by reason of 

19 them that oppressed them and vexed them. But it came to pass, when the judge was 
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dead, that they turned back, and dealt more corruptly than their fathers, in following 
other gods to sen·c them, and to how down unto them; they ceased not from their 
doing>, nor from their stubborn way. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
Israel; and he said, Bemuse this nation ha\'e transgressed my covenant which I com
manded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice; I also will not henceforth 21 

drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died: that 
by them I ma\' pro\'e Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk 
therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not. So the LORD left those nations, without 
drh-ing them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand of Joshua. 

J\'ow these are the nations which the LORD left, to prove Israel by them, even as 3 
many as had not known all the wars of Canaan; only that the generations of the 
children of Israel might know, to teach them war, at the least such as heforctime kne,., 
nothing thereof; namely, the five lords of the Philistines, and all the Canaanite .. and 
the Zidonians, and the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lehanon, from mount Baal
hermon unto the entering in of Hamath. And they were for to prove Israel by them, 4 
to know whether they would hearken unto the commandments of the LORD, which 
he commanded their fathers bv the hand of ~foses. And the children of Israel dwelt 
among the Canaanites; the "Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the 
Hivite, and the Jebusite: and they took their daughters to be their wives, and gave 
their own daughters to their sons, and served their gods. 

And the children of Israel did that which was e\•il in the sight of the LORD, and 7 
forl(at the LORD their God, and sen·ed the Baalim and the Asheroth. Therefore the 
anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the . 
hand of Cushan-rishathaim king of l\Iesopotamia: and the children of ~~tJryd: 
Israel sen·ed Cushan-rishathaim eight vears. And when the children e u ges 
of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD raised up a saviour to the children of Israel, 
who saved them, even Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother_ And 10 

the spi1it of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel; and he went out lo 
war, and the LORD delivered Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into hi' 
hand: and his hand pre\'ailed against Cushan-rishathaim. And the land had rest 
forty years. And Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 

Story of Ehud's Assassination of Eglon 
And the children of Israel again did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD: 12 

and the LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had 
done that which was evil in the sight of the LORD. And he gathered unto him the 
children of Ammon and Amalek; and he went and smote Israel, and they possessed 
the city of palm trees. And the children of Israel sen·ed Eglon the king of Moab 
eighteen years. But when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD, the LORD 15 
raised them up a sadour, Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamitr, a man lefthanded: 
and the children of Israel sent a present by him unto Eglon the king of l\Ioab. And 
Ehud made him a sword which had two edges, of a cubit length; -and he girded it 
under his raiment upon his right thigh. And he ofTered the present unto Eglon king 
of \foah_ J\'ow E)!lon was a very fat man. And when he had made an encl of 18 
offering the present, he sent away the people that bare the present. But he himself 
turned back from the quarries that were hy Gilgal, and said, I have a secret errand 
unto th~e, 0 king. And he said, Keep silence. And all that stood bv him went out 
from him. And Ehud came unto him; and he was sitting by himself alone in his 
summer parlour. And Ehud said, I have a messige from God unto thee. And he 
arose out of his seat. And Ehuc:I put forth his left hand, and took the sword from 2r 
his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly: and the haft also went in after the blade; 
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and the fat closed upon the blade, for he drew not the sword out of his bell)'; and it 
23 came out behind. Then Ehud went fnrlh into the porch, and shut the doors of the 

parlour upon him, and locked them. Now when he was gone out, his servants came; 
and they saw, and, behold, the doors of the parlour were lockerl; and they said, 
Surely he co1·creth his feet in his summer chamber. And they tarried till they were 
ashamed: and, behold, he opened not the doors of the parlour; therefore they took 
the key, and opened them: and, behold, their lord was fallen clown dead on the 

26 earth. And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed beyond the quarries, and 
escaped unto Seirah. And it came to pass, when he was come, that he blew a·trumpct 
in the hill country of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went clown with him from 
the hill country, and he before them. And he said unto them, Follc wafter me: for 
the Lo1m hath delivered your·enemies the Moabites into your hand. _;nd they went 
down after him, and look the fords of Jordan against the Moabites, and suffered not 

29 a man to pass over. And they smote of Moab at that time about ten thousand men, 
every lusty man, and every man of valour; and there escaped not a man. So Moab 
was subdued that clay under the hand of Israel. And the lane! had rest fourscore 
years. 

3r And after him was Shamgar the sori of Anath, which smote of the Philistines six 
hundred men with an ox goad: and he also saved Israel. 

Story of 'leborah and Sisera 

4 And the children of Israel again O·,d that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
when Ehud was dead. And the Lo1m solcl them into the hand of Jabin king of 
Canaan, that reip:ned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt 
in Harosheth of the Gentiles. And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for 
he had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the 
children of Israel. 

4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, she judged Israel al that time. 
And she dwelt under the p<c''Il tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in the 
hill counlry of Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to her for judgement. 
And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said 
unlo him, Hath not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded, saying, Go and draw 
unto mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali 

7 and of the children of Zebulun? And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon 
Sisera, the captain of Jabin's anny, with his chariots and his multitude; and I wiil 
deliver him into thine hand. And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, ihen 
I will p:o: but if thou wilt not go with me, I will not go. And she said, I will surely 
p:o with thee: notwithstanding the journey that thou takes! shall not be for thine 
honour; for the LORD shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah 

10 arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. And Barak called Zcbulun and Naphtali 
together to Kedcsh; and there went up ten thousand men at his feet: and Deborah 
went up with him. 

Now Heber the Kcnite had severed himself from the Kenites, even from the chil
dren of llobab the brother in law of Moses, and had pitched his tent as far as the oak 

12 in Zaanannim, which is by Kedesh. And they told Sisera that Barak the son of 
Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, 
even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all .the people that were with him, from 
Harosheth of the Gentiles, unto the river Kishon. And Deborah said unto Barak, 
Up; for this is the day in which the L01m hath cleli1·ered Sisera into thine hand: 
is not the L01m gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and 

15 ten thousand men after him. And the LORD discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots. 
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an<l all his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera lighted down 
from his chariot, and fled away on his feet. But Barak pursued after the chariots, 
and after the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles: and all the host of Sisera fell by 
the edge of the sword; there was not a man left. 

Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jae[ the wife of Heber the Kenite: 17 
for there was peace between J abin the king 'of Hazor and the house of Heber the 
Kcnite. And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, Turn in, my lord, turn 
in to me; fear not. And he turned in unto her into the tent, and she covered him with 
a rug. And he said unto her, GiYe me, I pray thee, a little water to drink; for I am 19 
thirsty. And she opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and co,·ered him. 
And he said unto hu, Stand in the door of the tent, and it shall be, whc, any man 
doth come and inquire of thee, and sa~·, Is there any man here? that tho~· shalt sav, 
No. Then Jae! Heber's wife took a tent-pin, and took an hammer in her hand, and 
went softly unto him, and smote the pin into his temples, and it pierced through into 
the ground; for he was in a deep sleep; so he swooned and died. And, behold, as 22 

Barak pursued Sisera, Jacl came out to meet him, and said unto him, Come, and I 
will shew thee the man whom thou seekest. And he came unto her; and, behold, 
Sisera lay dead, and the tent-pin was in his temples. So God subdued on that day 
Jabin the king of Canaan before the children of Israel. And the hand of the children 
of Israel prerniled more and more against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they had 
destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 

Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that day, saying: 5 

Deborah's Song 
Men. For llzat the leaders took the lead in Israel-
Tl' omen. For tlzat the people offered themselves willingly-
Tulli. Bless ye the LORD I 

Mm. 
ll'omen. 
Mcn. 
Women. 

Tutti. 

Men. 

Women. 

PRELUDE 
Hear, 0 ye kings -

Give ear, 0 ye princes -
I, even I, wiil sin{!; unto the LORD -

I will sing praise to the LORD, the God of Israel. 

LORD, when thou wentest forth out of Seir, 
\\'hen rhou marchedst out of the field of Edom, 

The earth trembled, the heavens also dropped, 
Y ca, the clouds dropped water. 

The mountains flowed down at the presence of the LORD, 
Even yon Sinai at the presence of the LORD, the God of Israel. 

!. THE DESOLATION 

In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, 
In the days of Jael, 

The highways were unoccupied, 
And the travellers walked through byways; 

The rulers ceased in Israel, 
They ceased -

Until that I, Deborah, arose, 
That I arose a mother in Israel. 
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9Men. 
Women. 
Tutti. 
Men. 

11 Women. 

Tutti. 

Tutti. 

12(Men. 

Women. 

Tutti. 

14 Women. 
Men. 
Women. 
Men. 
Women. 
Men. 
Tutti. 

Men. 

16 Women. 

Men. 

Women. 
Men. 
Women. 

18 .lf en. 

19Men. 

'"'6 Old Testament H istor> 

They chose new gods; 
Then was war in the gates: 

Was there a shield or spear seen 
Among forty thousand in Israel? 

My heart is toward the governors of Israel-
Ye that offered yourselves willingly among the people -

Bless ye the LORDI 
Tell of it, ye that ride on white asses, 
Ye that sit on rich carpets, 

And ye that walk by the way: -
Far from the noise of archers, 

In the places of drawing water: -
There shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the LORD, 

Even the righteous acts of his rule in Israel. 

II. THE MUSTER 
Then the people of the LORD went down to the gates -

A wake, awake, Deborah, 
Awake, awake, utter a song: -

Arise, Barak, 
And lead thy captivity captive, thou son of Abinoam.) 

Then came down a remnant of the nobles, 
The people of the LORD came down for me against the mighty. 

Out of Ephraim came down they whose root is in Amalek -
After thee, Benjamin, among thy peoples -

Out of Machir came down governors - . 
And out of Zcbulun they that handle the marshal's staff -

And the princes of Issachar were with Deborah -
As was Issachar, so was Barak: 

Into the valley they rushed forth at his feet. 

By the watercourses of Reuben 
There were great resolves of heart. 

Why sates! thou among the sheepfolds, 
To hear the pipings for the flocks? 

At the watercourses of Reuben 
There were great searchings of heart! 

Gilead abode beyond Jordan -
And Dan, why did he remain in ships?

Ashcr sat still at the haven ef the sea, 
And abode by his creeks. , 

Zebulun was a people that jeoparded their lives unto the death, 
And Naphtali upon the high places of the field. 

Ill. THE BATTLE AND ROUT 
Strophe 

The kings came and fought; 
Then fought the kings of Canaan, 

In Taanach by the waters of Megiddo: -
They took no gain of money ! 
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Antislrophe 

Women. They fought from hea\'en, 
The stars in their courses fought against Sisera. 

The river Kishon swept them away, -
That ancient river, the river K.ishon l 

Strophe 

0 my soul, march on with strength I 
Then did the horsehoofs stamp 

By reason of the pransings, 
The pransings of their strong ones. 

A ntistrophe 

Women. Curse \'e !\feroz, said the angel of the LORD, 
Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; 

Because they came not to the help of the LORD, 
To the help of the LORD against the mighty! 

Men. 

IV. THE RETRIBUTION 

Strophe 

Blessed above women shall Jae( be, the wife of Heber the Kenite, 
Blessed shall she be above women in the tent! 

He asked water, and she gave him milk; 
She brought him butter in a lordly dish. 

She put hel' hand to the nail, 
And her right hand to the workman's hammer; 

And with the hammer she smote Sisera. 
She smote through his head, 

Yea, she pierced and struck through his temples. 
At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay: 
At her feet he bowed, he fell: 

Where he bowed, there he fell down dead! 

A ntistrophe 

Judges 

22 

23 

Women. Through the window she looked forth, and cried, 28 

The mother of Sisera, through the lattice, 
"Why is his chariot so long in coming? 

Why tarry the wheels of his chariots?" 
Her wise ladies answered her, 

Yea, she returned answer to h~rself, 
"Ha \"C they not found, 30 
Have they not divided the spoil? 

A damsel, two damsels to every man; 
To Sisera a spoil of divers colours, 
A spoil of divers colours of embroidery, 

Of divers colours of embroidery on l)oth sides, on the necks of the 
spoil!" 

T11tti. So let all thine enemies perish, 0 LORD: 31 

Q 

But let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his 
might! 

225 



Judges -ia Old Test.amcnt History 

Story of Gideon and the Midianites 
6 And the land had rest forty years. And the children of Israel did that which was 

evil in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD delivered them into the hand of Midian 
seven years. And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: and because of 
Midian the children of Israel made them the dens which arc in the mountains and 
the caves, and the strong holds. And so it was, when Israel had sown, th;t the 
Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of the east; they came up 

4 against them; and they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the 
earth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance in Israel, neither sherp, nor 
ox, nor ass. For they came up with their cattle and their tents, they came in as locusts 
for multitude; both they and their camels were without number: and they came 
into the land to destroy it. And Israel was brought very low because of l\IiGian; and 
the children of Israel cried unto the LORD. 

7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the LORD because of 
Midian, that the LORD sent a prophet unto the children of Israel: and he said unto 
them, Thus saith the LoRD, the God of Israel, I brought you up from Egypt, and 
brought you forth out of the house of bondage; and I delivered you out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and clrave them out 
from before you, and gave you their land; and I said unto you, I am the LORD your 
God; ye shall not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye have 
not hearkened unto my voice. 

n And the angel of the LORD came, and sat under the oak which was in Ophrah, 
that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon was beatinp; out wheat 
in the wine press, to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the LORD appeared 
unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. 
And Gideon said unto him, Oh, my lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this be
fallen us? and where be all his wondrous works which our fathers told us of, saying, Did 
not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath cast us oJT, and 

14 delivered us into the hand of Miclian. And the LORD looked upon him, and sail!, 
Go in this thy might, and save Israel from the hand of l\Iiclian: have not I sent thee? 
And he said unto him, Oh Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family 
is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. And the LORD 
said unto him, Surely I will he with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one 

17 man. And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a 
sign that it is thou that talkcst with me. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I 
come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and lay it before thee. And he said, I 
will tarry until thou come again. And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and 
unleavened cakes of an ephah of meal: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the 

20 broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it. And 
the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay 
them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so. Then the angel of 
the LORD put forth the end of the staff· that was in his hand, and touched the flesh 
and the unleavened cakes; and there went up fire out of the rock, ancl consumed 
the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and the anp;el of the LORD departed out of his 

22 sight. And Gideon saw that he was the angel of the LORD; and Gideon said, Alas, 
0 Lord GoD ! forasmuch as I have seen the angf'! of the LORD face to face. And 
the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die. Then 
Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it Jehovah-shalom: unlo this 
day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

25 And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, Take thy father's 
bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal 
that thy father hath, and cut down the Asherah that is by it: and build an altar unto 
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tliL· LoRD thy God upon the top of this strong hold, in the orderly manner, and lake 
the second bullock, and offer a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah which 
thou shalt cut down. Then Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as the Lonn 27 
had spoken unto him: and it came to pass, because he feared his farher's household 
and the men of the city, so that he could not do it by day, that he did it by night. 
An<l when the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was 
hrokt'n down, and the Asherah was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock 
was oilered upon the altar that was built. And they said one lo another, Who hath 
c.k•ne this thing? t,nd when they inquired and asked, they said, Gideon, lhe son of 
Joash hath done this thing. Then the men of the city said unto Joash, Bring cut 30 
thy son, that he may die: because he hath hroken down the altar of Baal, and bec::.use 
he hath cut dmrn the Asherah, that was by it. And Joash said unto all that stood 
against him, Will ye plead for Baal? or will ye save him? he that will plead for bim, 
let him be put lo death whilst it is yet morning: if he be a god, let him plead for 
himself, because one hath broken down his altar. Therefore on that day he called 
him 'Jerubbaal,' saying, 'Let Baal plead' against him, because he hath broken down 
hi; altar. 

Then all the ~Iidianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east assembled 33 
themselws together; and they passed over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 
Hut the spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon; and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer 
l\'as gathered together after him. And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; 
and they also were gathered together after him: and he sent messengers unto Asher, 
and unto Zcbulun, and unto Naphtali; and they came up to meet them. And Gideon 36 
said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast spoken, behold, 
I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if there be dew on the fleece only, 
and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine 
hand, as thou hast spoken. And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and 
pressed the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water. 
And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be kindled against me,·and I will 39 
srx-ak but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it 
now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. Anrl 
God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all 
Lhe ground. 

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him, rose up 7 
~arly, and pitched beside the spring of Harod: and the camp of Midian was on the 
nnrth side of them, by the hill of l\foreh, in the valley. 

And the LoRn said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for 
1•11- lo give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel vaunt themselves against IJIC, 
s"ying, !\line own hand hath saved me. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears 3 
~f the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and trembling, let him return and deparl 
from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; 
and there remained ten thousand. 

And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down 4 
unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say 
unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever 
I >ay unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. So he brough·: 
rJ .. wn the people unto the water: and the LORD said unto Gideon, Every one that 
lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; 
likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the num her of 6 
them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men: but all 
the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. And the Lonn said 
unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and delh·er the 
Midianites into thine hand: and let all the people go every man unto his place. So 
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the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the men ol 
Israel every man unto his tent, but retained the three hundred men: and the camp 
of Midian was beneath him in the valley. 

9 And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, Arise, get thre 
down into the camp; for I have delivered it into thine hand. But if thou fear to go 

·down, go thou with Purah thy servant down to the camp: and thou shalt hear what 
they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down into the camp. 
Then went he down with Purah his servant unto the outermost part of the ann"d 

12 men that were in the camp. And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all th" 
children of the east lay along in the valley like locusts for multitude; and their carrn·ls 
were without number, as the sand which is upon the sea shore for multitude. And 
when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, 
and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into 
the camp of Midian, and came unto the tent, and smote it that it fell, and turned it 

14 upside down, t~at the tent lay along. And his fellow answered and said, This is 
nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: into his harnl 
God hath delivered Midian, and all the host. 

And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof, that he worshipped; and he returned into the camp of Israel, and said, Arise; 

16 for the LORD hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian. And he divided 
the three hundred men into three companies, and he put into the hands of all of them 
trumpets, and empty pitchers, with torches within the pitchers. And he said unto 
them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outermost part 
of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow the trumpet, I 
and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, 
and say, For the LORD and for Gideon. 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outermcd 
part of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch, when they had but newly set 
the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake in pieces the pitchers that were in 
their hands. And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, 
and held the torches in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow 

21 withal: and they cried, The sword of the LORD and of Gideon. And they stood every 
man in his place round about the camp: and all the host ran; and they shouted, and 
put them to flight. And they blew the three hundred trumpets, and the LORD sr·t 
every man's sword against his fellow, and against all the host: and the host fled as 
far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabball1. 
And the men of Israel were gathered together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, an.I 

24 ou.t of all Manasseh, and pursued after Midian. And Gideon sent messengers through
out all the hill country of Ephraim, saying, Come down against Midian, and take 
before them the waters, as far as Beth-barah, even Jordan. So all the men of Ephraim 
were gathered together, and look the waters as far as Beth-barah, even Jordan. And 
they took the two princes of l\'Iidian, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb at the rock 
of Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb, and pursued l\-Iidian: and they 
broul!;ht the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon beyond Jordan. 

8 And the men of Ephraim said unto him, Why hast thou served us thus, that thou 
calledst us not, when thou wen test to fight with l\Iidian? And they did chide wit Ii 
him sharply. And he said unto them, What have I now done in comparison of you~ 
Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer' 
God hath delivered into your hand the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb: and what 
was I able to do in comparison of you? Then their anger was abated toward him, 

4 when he had said that. And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed over, he, and the 
three hundred men that were with him, faint, yet pursuing. And he said unto the 
men of Succoth, Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that follow me; 
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>r they be faint and I am pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian . 
. nd th.e princes 'or Succoth said, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine 
and, that we should give bread unto thine army? And Gideon said, Therefore when 7 

1e LORD hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into mine hand, then I will tear your 
esh "·ith the thorns of the wilderness and with briers. And he went up thence to 
cnuel, and spake unto them in like manner: and the men of Penuel answered him 
; the nwn of Succoth had answered. And he spake also unto the men of Penuel, 
•vin.((, When I come a~in in peace, I will break down this tower. 
· :'\ow Zebah and 7~"llmunna were in Karkor, and their hosts with them, about ro 
ftccn thousand nwn, all that were left of all the host of the children of the east: for 
1cre fell an hundred and twenty thousand men that drew sword. And Gideon went 
r b1· the way of them that dwelt in tents on the cast of Nobah and Jogbehah, and 
no tr the host; for the host was secure. And Zcbah and Zalm unna fled; and he 
ursued after them; and he took the two kings of l\Iidian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and 
iscomfited all the host. And Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle from 13 
1e ascent of Heres. And he caught a young man of the men of Succoth, and in
llired of him: and he described for him the princes of Succoth. and the elders thereof, 
·1-cntv and se1·en men. And he came unto the men of Succoth, and said, Behold 
ebah· and 7.almunna, concerning whom ye did taunt me, saying, Are the hands of 
ebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we should giYe bread unto thy men 
iat arc weary? And he took the elders of the citv, and thorns of the wilderness and r6 
riers, and with them he taught the men of Succoth. And he brake down the tower 
f Penuel, and slew the men of the city. Then said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, 
.'hat manner of men were they whom ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As 
iou art, so were they; each one resembled the children of a king. And he said, 
'hey were my brethren, the sons of my mother: as the LORD liveth, if ye had saved 
iem alive, I would not slay you. And he s~.id unto }ether his firstborn, Up, and slay 20 

icm. But the youth drew not his sword: for he feared, because he was yet a youth. 
'hen Zebah and Zalmunna said, Rise thou, and fall upon us: for as the man is, so is 
is strength. And Gideon arose, and slew Zcbah and Zalmunna, and took the cres
~nts that were on their camels' necks. 

Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou OYer us, both thou, and thy 22 

m, and thY son's son also: for thou hast saved us out of the hand of Midian. And 
~idcon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: 
ie LORD shall rnle over you. And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a request 
f you, that ye would give me every man the ear1ings of his spoil. (For they had 
olden earring,, because they were Ishmaelites.) And they answered, We will •5 
;11ingly give them. And they spread a garment, and did cast therein every man 
1e earrings of his spoil. And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested 
•as a thousand and seven hundred shekels of gold: beside the crescents, and the 
en~ants, and the purple raiment that was on the kings of Midian, and beside the 
hams that were about their camels' necks. And Gideon made an ephod thereof, 27 
nd put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel went a whoring after it there: 
nd 1t became a snare unto Gideon, and to his house. So Midian was subdued before 
be children of Israel. and they lifted up their heads no more. And the land had rest 
Jrty years in the days of Gideon. 

Story of the Crowning of Abimelech 
And Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and dwelt in his own house. And Gideon 29 

ad thr.eescore and t~n sons of his body begotten: for he had many wives. And his 
o~cubme that was m Shechem, she also bare him a son, and he called his name 
lb1melech. And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good old age, and was buried 
1 the sepulchre of Joash his father, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 
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33 And it came to pass, as soon as Gicleon was dead, that the children of Israel turned 
again, and went a whoring after the llaalim, and made Baal-berith their god. An<l 
the children of Israel remembered not the LORD their God, who had delivered 
them out of the hand of all their enemies on every side: neither shewed they kind
ness to the house of Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, according to all the goodness which 
he had shewed unto Israel. 

9 Anc' Abimclech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem unto his mother's brethren, 
and spake with them, and with all the family of the house of his mother's fatlwr, 
saying, Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of Shechem, Whether is beli<'r 
for 'J; .1, that all the sons of Jerubbaal, which are threescore and ten p~rsons, rule 
over you, or that one rule over you? remember also that I am your bone and your 

3 flesh. And his mother's brethren spake of him in the ears of all the men of Shechc·m 
all these words: and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech; for they said, He is 
our brother. And they gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver oul of the hou'e 
of Baal-berith, wherewith Abimelech hired vain and light fellows, which followed 
him. And he went unto his father's house al Ophrah, and slew his brethren the sons 
of Jerubbaal, being threescore and ten persons, upon one stone: but Jotham the 
youngest son of Jcrubbaal was left; for he hid himself. 

6 And all the men of Shechem assembled themselves together, and all the house of 
J\Iillo, and went and made Abimelech king, by the oak of the pill~r that was in 
Shechem. Ancl when they told it to Jotham, he went and stood in the top of mount 
Gerizim, and lifted up his voice, and cried, and said unto them, Hearken unto me, 
ye men of Shechem, that God may hearken unto you. The trees went forth on a 
time to anoint a king 01·er them; and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou 01w 

9 us. But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me 
they honour Goel and man, and go to wave to and fro over the trees? And the trcl'S 
said to the fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us. But the fig tree said unto them, 
Should I leave my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to wave to and fro over the 
trees? And the trees said unto the vine, Come thou, and reign over us. And the 
vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to 

14 w;1xe lo and fro over the trees) Then said all the trees unto the bramble, Come 
thou, and reign OYer us. And the bramble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint 
me king over you, then rnme and put your trust in my shadow: and if not, let fire 
come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon. Now therefor", 
if ye ha1'e dealt truly and uprightly, in that ye have made Abimelech king, anrl if 
ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have clone unto him 

17 according lo the deserving of his hands; - for my father fought for you, and 
adventured his liie, and delivered you out of the hand of Midian: and ye arc 
risen up against my father's house this day, and have slain his sons, threescore 
and ten persons, upon one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his maid
servant, king over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother; -if ye then ha1·e 
clcr"·-~ '.ruly and uprightly with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then rejoice 

20 ye w Abimelcch, and let him also rejoice in ·you: but if not, let fire come out from 
Aliimelech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the house of l\!illo; and let fire 
come out from the men of Shechem, and from the house of Milin, and devour Abin1c
lcch. And Jotham ran away, and !led, and went to Beer, and dwelt there, for kar 
oi Abimclcch his brother. 

22 And Abimelech was prince over Israel three years. And God sent an evil spiril 
between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem de.tit treacher
ously with Abimelech: that the violence done to the threescore and ten sons of 
Jerubbaal might come, and that their blood might be laid upon Abimelech their 
brother, which slew them, and upon the men of Shechem, which strengthened his 
hands to slay his brethren. And the men of Shechem set liers in wait for him on the 
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:ops of the mountains, and they robbed all that came along that way by them: and 
it was told Abimelech. 

And Gaal the son of Ebed came with his brethren, and went over to Shechem: 26 

and the men of Shechem put their trust in him. And they went out into the field, and 
gathered their vi1wyards, and trode the wapes, and held festival, and went into the 
house of their god, and did cat and drink, and cursed Abimelcch. And Gaal the son 
of Eberl said, \\"ho is Abimelech, and \tho is Shechem, that we should serve him? 
is not he the son of ferubbaal? and Zebu! his officer? serve ye the men of Hamor 
the fath~r of Shechem: but why should we serve him? And would to God this 29 
people were under my hand! then would I remove Abimelech. And he said to 
Abimel~ch, Increase thine army, and come out. And when Zebu! the ruler of the 
cin· heard the words of Gaal the son of Eberl, his anger was kindled. And he sent 
messengers unto Abimelech craftily, saying, Behold, Gaal the son of Ebcd and his 
brethren are come to Shechem; and, behold, they constrain the city to take part 
against thee. Now therefore, up by night, thou and the people that is with thee, and 32 
lie in wait in the field: and it shall be, that in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, 
thou shalt rise early, ?.nd set upon the city: and, behold, when he and the people that 
is with him come our against thee, then mayest thou do to them as thou shalt find 
occasion. 

And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that were with him, by night, and they 34 
laid wait against Shcchem in four companies. And Gaal the son of Ebed went out, 
and stood in the entering of the gate of the city: and Abimelech rose up, and the 
people that were with Lim, from the ambushment. And when Gaal saw the people, 
he said to Zebu!, Behold, there come people down from the tops of the mountains. 
And Zebu! said unto him, Thou sees! the shadow of the mountains as if they were 
men. And Gaal spake again and said, See, there come people down by the mic.ldle 37 
oi the land, and one company cometh by the way of the oak of l\Ieoncnim. Then 
said Zclml unto him, Where is now Lhy mouth, that thou saidst, \\'ho is Abimclech, 
that we should serve him) is not this the people that thou hast despised) go out now, 
I pray, and light wilh them. And Gaal went out before the men of Shechem, and 
fought with Abimelech. And Abimelech chased him, and he fled before him, and ~o 
there fell many wounded, even unto the entering of the gate. And Ahimelech dwelt 
at :\rumah: and Zebu! drave out Gaal and his brethren, that they shoulc.l not dwell 
in Shechem. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people went out into Lhe 
Jidd; and they Lold Abi"llclech. And he took the people, and divided Lhem into three 
companies, and laid wait in the field; and he lookecl, and, behold, the people came 
forth out of the city; and he rose up against them, and smote them. And ;1.bimelech, 44 
ancl the companies that were with him, rushed forward, and stood in the entering of 
the gate of the cily: and the two companies rushec.l upon all that were in the field, 
and ~mote them. And Abimelech fought against the city all Lhat day; and he took 
the city, and slew the people that was therein: and he beat down the city and sowed 
'-with salt. . ' 

And when all the men of Lhe tower of Shcchcm heard thereof, they entered into 46 
the held of the house of El-berith. And it was told Abimelech that all the men of the 
_.;wc1 c: Sherhem were gathered together. And Abimelech gat him up to mount 
l'.almon, he and all the people that were with him; and Abimelech took an axe in his 
hand, and cut down a bough from the trees, and took it up, and laid il on bis shoulder: 
and he said unto the people that were with him, What ye have seen me do, make haste, 
anc.l <lo as I ha,·e <lone. And all the people likewise cut down every tr.an his bough, 49 
and followed Abimclech, and put them to the hold, anc.l set the hold on fire upon them; 
so that all the men of the tower of Shechcm died also, about a thousand men and 
women. 

Then went Abimclech to Thebez, and encamped against Thebcz, and took it. 
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But there was a strong tower within the city, and thither fled all themen and women 
and all they of the city, and shut themselves i_n, and gat them up to the roof of th~ 

52 tower. And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought against it, and went hard 
unto the door of the tower to bum it with fire. And a certain woman cast an upper 
millstone upon Abimelech's head, and brake his skull. Then he called hastily unto 
the young man his armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw thy sword, and kill me, 
that men say not of me, A woman slew him.· And his young man thrust him through 

55 and he died. And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was deacl, thev de'. 
parted every man unto his place. Thus God requited the wickedness of Abimelcch 
which he did unto his father, in slaying his seventy brethren: and all the wi:kcdnrs~ 
of the men of Shechem did God requite upon their heads: and upon them rnme the 

10 

curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. · 

And after Abimelech there arose to save Israel Tola the son of Puah, the con of 

History 
continued 

Dodo, a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in the hill country of 
Ephraim. And he judged Israel twenty and three years, and died, 
and was buried in Shamir. 

And after him arose Jair, the Gileadite; and he judged Israel twenty and two years. 
4 And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which 

are called Havvoth-jair unto this day, which are in the land of Gilead. And Jair 
died, and was buried in Kaman. 

Story of Jephthah and the Ammonites 
6 And the children of Israel again did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, 

and served the Baalim, and the Ashtarotb, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of 
Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods 
of the Philistines; and they forsook the LORD, and served him not. And the anger 
of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of the Philis· 

B tines, and into the hand of the children of Ammon. And they vexed and oppr-:ssed 
the children of Israel that year: eighteen years oppressed they all the children of 
Israel that were beyond Jordan in the land of the Amo rites, which is in Gilead. And the 
children of Ammon passed over Jordan to fight also against Judah, and against Benja
min, and against the house of Ephraim; so. that Israel was sore distressed. And the 
children of Israel cried unto the LORD, saying, We have sinned against thee, even becaus<o 

n we have forsaken our God, and have served the Baalim. And the LORD said unto 
the children of Israel, Did not I save you from the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, 
from the children of Ammon, and from the Philistines? The Zidonians also, and 
the Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried unto me, and I 
saved you out of their hand. Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: where· 

14 fore I will save you no more. Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let 
them save you in the time of your distress. And the children of Israel said unto the 
LORD, We have sinned: do thou unto us whatsoever secmeth p;ood unto thee; only 
deliver us, We pray thee, this day. And they put away the strange p;ods from among 
them, and served the LORD: and his soul was p;rieved for the misery of Isra~l. 

r7 Then the. children of Ammon were gathered together, and encamped in Gilead. 
And the children of Israel assembled themselves top;ethcr, and encamped i:11\fizpah. 
And the people, the princes of Gilead, said one to another, What man is he that will 
begin to fight against the children of Ammon? he shall be head over all the inhabitants 
of Gilead. 

11 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the son of an 
harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah. And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and when his 
wife's sons grew up, they drave out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not 
inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of another woman. Then Jephthah 
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Hed from his bFethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain 
fellows to Jephthah, and they went out with him. 

And it came to pass after a while, that the children of Ammon made war against 4 
Israel. And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, 
the elders of Gilead went lo fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob: and they said unto 
Jephthah, Come and be our chief, that we may fight with the children of Ammon. 
:\ac Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and drive me out 7 
c'.· my iatlwr's house? and why arc ye come unto me now when ye are in distress? 
.\nd the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore are we turned again to thee 
now, that thou mayest go with us, and fight with the children of Ammon, and thou 
shalt b~ our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. And Jephthah said unto the 
elders of Gilead, If ye bring me home again to fight with the children of Ammon, and 
the LoRD deliver them before me, shall I be your head? And the ciders of Gilead 10 

said unto Jephthah, The LORD shall be witness between us; surely according to thy 
word so will we do. Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people 
made him head and chief over them: and Jephthah spake all his words before the 
LORD in ~Iizpah. 

And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the children of Ammon, saying, 12 

\\'hat hast thou to do with me, that thou art come unto me to fight against my land? 
And the king of the children of Ammon answered unto the messengers of Jephthah, 
Because Israel took away my land, when he came up out of Egypt, from Amon even 
unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan: now therefore restore those lands again peaceably. 
And Jephthah sent messengers again unto the king of the children of Ammon: and 14 
he said unto him, Thus saith Jephthah: Israel took not away the land of Moab, nor 
the land of the children of Ammon: but when they came up from Egypt, and Israel 
walked thrnugh the wilderness unto the Red Sea, and came to Kadesh; then Israel 
sent messengers unto the king of Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass through thy 
land: but the king of Edom hearkened not. And in like manner he sent unto the 
king of ~Ioab: hut he would not: and bracl abode in Kadcsh. Then he walked 18 
through the wilderness, and compassed the land of Edom, and the land of Moab, 
and came by the east side of the land of ~Ioab, and they pitched on the other side of 
Amon; but they came not within the border of 1Ioab, for Amon was the border of 
~loab. And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Arnorites, the king of 
Heshuon; and Israel said unto him, Ll't us pass, we pray thee, through thy land unto 
mv place. But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through his border: hut Sihon gathered 20 

all his people together, and pitched in Jahaz, and fought against Israel. And the LORD, 
the God of Israel, delivered Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they 
smote them: so Israel possessed all the land of the Arnorites, the inhabitan•s of that 
country. And they possessed all the border of the Amorites, from Amon even unto Jab
bok, and fr0m the wilderness even unto Jordan. So now the LoRn, the God of Israel, 23 
hath dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel, and shouldest thou possess 
them_? \\'ilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy god giveth thee to possess? 
So \\W)rnsoc,·cr the LORD our God hath dispossessed from before us, them will we 
po,;sc·ss. :\nd now art thou anything better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of 
~loah? did he e\•cr strive against Israel, or did he ever fight against them? While 26 
Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the 
cities that arc along by the side of Amon, three hundred years; wherefore did ye not 
recover them within that time? I therefore have not sinned against thee, but thou 
doest me wrong to war against me: the LORD, the Judge, be judge this clay between 
the children of Israel and the children of Ammon. Howbeit the king of the children 
of Ammon hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah which he sent him. 

Then the spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed over Gilead 29 
and Manasseh, am! passed over Mizpch of Gilead, and fr~m Mizpeh of Gilead he 
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passed over unto the children of Ammon. And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the 
LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver the children of Ammon into mine hand, 
then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house Lo meet me, 
when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, it shall be the Lo1m's, and I will 

32 offer it up for a burnt offering. So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon 
to fight against them; and the LORD delivered them into his hand. And he smote 
them from Arner until thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto Abel
cheramim, with a very great slaughter. So the children of Ammon were subdued 
hefore the children of Israel. 

34 And Jephthah came to Mizpah unto his house, and behold, his daughter came 
out lo meet him with timbrels and with dances: and she was his only child; beside 
her he had neither son nor daughter. And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he 
rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me very low, and 
thou art one of them that trouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto Lhe Lonn, 

36 and I cannot go back. And she said unto him, l\Iy father, thou hast opened thy 
mouth unto the Lo Rn; do unto me according to that which ha th proceeded out of 
thy mouth; forasmuch as the LoRn hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, 
even of the children of Ammon. And she said unto her father, Le( this thing be done 
for me: let me alone two months, that I may depart and go down upon the mountains, 

38 and bewail my virginity, I and my companions. And he said, Go. And he sent her 
away for two months: and she departed, she and her companions, and hcwailed her 
virginity upon the mountains. And it came Lo pass at the end of two months, that 
she returned unto her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had 
vowed: and she had not known man. And it was a custom in Israel, that the daugh
ters of Israel went yearly to celebrate the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four 
days in a year. 

12 And the men of Ephraim were gathered together, and passed northward; and they 
said unlo Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over to fight against the children of 
Ammon, and didst not call us to go with thee? we will burn thine house upon thee 
with fire. And Jephthah said tmio them, I and my people were at great strife \\'ith 
the children of Ammon; and when I called you, ye saved me not out of their hand. 

3 And when I saw that ye saved me not, I put my life in my hand, and passed over 
against the children of Ammon, and the LORD delivered them into my hand: where
fore then are ye come up unto me this day,' to fight against me? Then Jephthah 
gathered together all the men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the men of 
Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said, Ye arc fugitives of Ephraim, ye Gilcadites, 

5 in the midst of Ephraim, and in the midst of Manasseh. And the Gilcadites took the 
fords of Jordan against the Ephraimites: and it was so, that when any of the fugitives 
of Ephraim said, Let me go over, the men of Gilead said unto him, Art thou an 
Ephraimite? If he said, Nay; then said they unto him, Say now Shihboleth; and 
he said Sibbolelh; for he could not frame to pronounce it right; then they laid hold 
on him, and slew him at the fords of Jordan: and there fell at that time of Ephraim 
forty and two thousand. 

And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and 
was buried in one of the cities of Gilead. And after him lbzan of Beth-

His~ory d le hem judged Israel. And he had thirty sons, and thirty daughters he sent 
con inue abroad, and thirty daughters he brought in from abroad for his sons. 
And he judged Israel seven years. And Ibzan died, and was buried at Beth-lchem 

II And after him Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel; and he judged Israel ten years 
And Elon the Zebulunite died, and was buried in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun. . 

And after him Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged Israel. And he hao 
forty sons and thirty soQs' sons, that rode on threescore and tetl. ass colts: and he 
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judged Israel eight years. And Abdon the son of Hillel the Piralhonite died, and was 
buried in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in the hill country of the Amalekites. 

:\nd the children of Israel again did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD; 13 
and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years. 

Stories of Samson 
The Birth of Samson 

And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Daniles, whose name 2 

was l\Ianoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not. And the angel of the LORD 
appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and lwa rest 
not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son. Now therefore beware, I pray thee, 
and drink no wine nor strong drink, and cat not any unclPan thing: for, lo, thou shal: 5 
conceiYe, and bear a son; and no razor shall come upon his head: for the child shali 
be a Nazirite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to save Isra~l out of the 
hand of the Philistines. Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, A 
man of God came unto me, and his countenance was like the countenance of the 
angel of God, wry terrible; and I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me 
his name: but he said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and now 7 
drink no wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing: for the child shall be 
a ~azirite unto God from the womb to the dav of his death. Then l\fanoah inlreated 
the LORD, and said, Oh Lord, I pray thee, let the man of God whom thou didst send 
cnmc again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the child that shall be born. 
And God hearkened to the Yoice of "'.\Ianoah; and the angel of God came again unto 9 
the woman as she sat in the field: but "'.\Ianoah her husband was not "·ith her. And 
the woman made haste, and ran, and told her husband, and said unto him, Behold, 
the man hath appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day. And l\Ianoah 
arose, and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said unto him, Art thou the 
man that spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am. And l\fanoah said, Now 12 

let thy words come to pass: what shall be the manner of the child, and what shall be 
his work? And the angel of the LORD said unto l\Ianoah, Of all that I said unto the 
woman let her beware. She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the Yine, neither 
let her drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing; all that I commanded 
her let her observe. And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lo1rn, I pray thee, let 15 
us detain thee, that we may make ready a kid for thee. And the angel of the LORD 
said unlo Manoah, Though thou detain me, I will not cat of thy bread: and if thou 
wilt make ready a burnt offering, thou must offer it unto the Lo1rn. For ;\fanoah 
knew not that he was the angel of the LORD. And l\lanoah said unto the angel of 
the LORD, \Vhat is thy name, that when thy words come to pass we may do thee 
honour? And the angel of the LORD said unto him, \\'here fore ask est thou after 18 
my name, seeing it is wonderful? So Manoah took the kiri with the meal off11r\ng, 
and offered it upon the rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously, and Man· 
oah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up towarcl 
lwa·:cn from oil the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the 
altar: and l\fa1uah and his wife looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground. 
Hut the angel of the LORD did no more appear to "'.\Ianoah or to his wife. Then 21 

:\Ianoah knew that he was the angel of the Lo1rn. And :\Ianoah saicl unto his wife, 
\\"e shall surely :lie, because we have seen Goel. But his wife saicl unto him, If the 
LORD were pica,; ;d to kill us, he would not have received a burnt offering and a meal 
offering at our hand, neither would he have shewed us all these things, nor would al 
this time have told such things as these. And the woman bare a son, and callecl his 24 
name Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him. And the spirit of 
the LORD began to move him in Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. 
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Samson and the lf"oman of Timnah 

14 And Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters 
of the Philistines. And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, ! 
have seen a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines: now therefore g~. 
her for me to wife. Then his father and his mother said unlo him, Is there never a 
woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou gocsl 
to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, 

4 Get her for me; for she plcaseth me well. But his father and his mother knew not 
that it was of the LoRDj for lie sought an occasion against the Philistines. Now al 
that time the Philistines had rule over Israel. Then went Samson clown, and his 
father and his mother, to Timnah, and came to the vineyards of Tirnnah: anrl, 
behold, a young lion roared against him. And the spirit of thr. LORD came mightily 
upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had nothing in his 

7 hand: but he told not his father or his mother what he ha.! done. And he went 
down, and talked with the woman; and she pleased Samson well. And after a whil" 
he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion: and, 
behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, and honey. And he took 
it into his hands, and went on, eating as he went, and he came to his father and mother, 
and gave unto them, and they did cat: but he told them not that he had taken the 

ro honey out of the body of the lion. And his father went down unto the woman: and 
Samson made there a feast; for so used the young men to do. And it came to pass, 
when they saw him, that they brought thirty companions to be with him. And 
Samson said unto them, Let me now put forlh a riddle unto you: if ye can declare 
it me within the seven clays of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty linen 
garments and thirty changes of raiment: but if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye 
give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of raiment. And they said unto 

14 him, Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it. And he said unto them, 

Out of the eater came forth meat, 
And out of the strong came forth sweetness. 

And they could not in three days declare the riddle. And it came to pass on the 
seventh day, that they said unto Samson's wife, Entice thy husband, that he may 
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father's house with fire: have ye 

16 called us to impoverish us? is it not so? And Samson's wife ~vcpt before him, and 
said, Thou dost but hate me, and loves! me not: thou hast put forth a rirldle unto the 
children of my people, and hast not told it me. And he said unto her, Behold, I 
have not told it my father nor my mother, and shall I tell thee? And she wept 
before him the seven days, while their feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh 
day, that he told her, because she pressed him sore: and she told the riddle to the 

18 children of her people. And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh day 
before the sun went down: 

And he said unto them: 

What is sweeter than honey? 
And what is stronger than a lion? 

If ye had not plowed with my heifer, 
Ye had not found out my riddle. 

19 And the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon, 
and smote thirty men of them, and took their spoil, and gave the changes of raiment 
unto them that declared the riddle. And his anger was kindled, and he went up to 
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his father's house. But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom he had 
used as his friend. 

But it came to pass after a whill', in the time of wheat harvest, that Samson visited 15 
his \Yife with a kid; and he said, I will go in to my wife into the chamber. But her 
father would not suffer him to go in. And her father said, I verily thought that 
thou hadst utterly hated her; therefore I 11:ave her to thy companion: is nol her 
younger sister fairer than she? lake her, I pray thee, instead of her. And Samson 
said unto them, This time shall I be blameless in regard of the Philistines, when I 
du them a mischief. And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took~ 
firebrands, ancl turned tail lo tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between every two 
tails. And when he had set the brands on lire, he let them go into the standing corn 
of the Philistines, and hurnt up both the sh.:icks and the standing corn, and also the 
oli,·ey:i.rds. Then the Philistines said, \\'ho hath done this? And they said, Samson, 
the son in law of the Timnite, because he hath taken his wife, and given her to his 
companion. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her and her father with fire . 
. ·\nrl Samson said unto them, If ye do after this manner, surely I will be avenged of 7 
you, and after that I will cease. And he smote them hip and thigh with a great 
slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in the cleft of the rock of Etam. 

The Jawbone of an Ass 

Then the Philistines went up, and pitched in Judah, and spread themselves in 9 
Lehi. And the men of Judah said, Why are ye come up against us? And they said, 
To bind Samson are we come up, to do to him as he hath done to us. Then three 
thousand men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and said lo Sam
son, Knowest thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what then is this that 
thou hast done unto us? And he said unto them, As they did unto me, so have I 
done unto them. And they said unto him, We arc come down to bind thee, that we 12 

may deliver thee into the hand of the Philistines. And Samson said unto them, 
Swear unto me, that ye will not fall upon me yourselves. And they spake unto him, 
saying. :\'o; but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely 
we will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new ropes, and brought him up 
from the rock. When he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouter! as they met him: 14 
and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and the ropes that were upon his 
arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands dropped from off his 
hands. And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took 
it, and smote a thousand men therewith. And Samson said, 

With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, 
With the jawbone of an ass have I smitten a thousand men. 

And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking, that he cast away the 17 
jawbone out of hi,; hand; and that place was called Ramath-lehi. And he was sore 
athir,;t, and called on the LORD, and said, Thou hast given this great deliverance by 
the hand of thv s~rvant: and now shall I die for thirst. and fall into the hand Qf the 
uncirc11mci,;c<f But Gori clave the hollow place that is in Lehi, and there came water 
therrnut; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: wherefore 
tlw name thereof was called En-hakkore, which is in Lehi, unto this day. And hr 20 

judged Israel in the <lays of the Philistines twenty years. 

The Gates of Gaza 

And Samson went to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went in unto her. Aml 16 
it was told the Gazites, saying, Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, 
and lair! wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, 
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3 saying, Let be till morning light, then we will kill him. And Samson lay till mid
night, and arose at midnight, and laid hold of the doors of the gate of the cily, and 
lhe two posts, and plucked them up, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders 
and carried them up to the lop of the mountain that is before Hebron. ' 

Samson and Delila'' 

4 And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, 
whose name was Delilah. And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and sai·l 
unto h~r, Entice him, and sec wherein his great strength lieth, and by what mean' 
we may p;·evail against him, that we may bind him l.:i afflict him: and we will give 
thee e\·ery one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver. And Delilah said to Samson, 
Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great ~t;~·ngth lieth, and wherewith thou mighlest 

7 be bound to aillict thee .. And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven 
green willies that were never dried, then shall I become weak, and be as another m~n. 
Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withes which had no'. 
been dried, and she bound him with them. Now she had liers in wait abiding in the 
inner chamber. And she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Sitmson. 
And he brake the withes, as a string of tow is broken when it touchcth the fire. So 

10 his strength was not known. And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast 
mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest 
be bound. And he said unto her, If they only bind me with new ropes wherewith 
no work hath been done, then shall I become weak, and be as another man. So 
Delilah look new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto him, The Philistines 
be upon thee, Samson. And the liers in wait were abiding in the inner chamber. 

13 /1nd he brake them from off his arms like a thread. And Delilah said unto Samson, 
Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest 
be bound. .'\nd he said unto her, If thou wcavcst the seven locks of my head with the 
web. And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson. And he aw1ked out of his sleep, and plucked away the pin of the 

15 beam, and the web. And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when 
thine heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me, these three times, and hast not 
told me wherein thy great strength lieth. And it came to pass, when she pressed him 
daily with her words, and urged him, that his soul was vexed unto death. And he 
told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; 
for I have been a Nazirite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then 
my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man. 

i3 :\nd when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the 
lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath told me all his heart. 
Tlwn the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought the money in their 
hand. And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, 2.nd shaved 
off the seven locks of his head; and she began to aillict him, and his strength wen·: 

20 from him. And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And h2 a.-mb 
out of hio s!ccp, and saitl, I will go out as at other times, and shake myself. But h' 
wist not that lhc LORD was departed from him. And the Philistines laid hold o' 
him, and put out his eyes; and they brought him clown to Gaza, and bound him wit:, 
fellers of brass; and he did grind in the prison house. Howbeit the hair of his hcau. 
began lo grow again after he was shaven. 

The Death of Samson 
23 And the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacri-

fice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Sam
son our enemy into our hand. Anrl whm the people saw him, they praised their god: 
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for they said, Our !(Od hath delivered into our hand our enemy, and the destroyer of 
our countrv, which hath slain many of us. And it came to pass, when their hearts 25 
were merr~·, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they 
called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made sport before them : and they 
set him between the pillars. And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the 
hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house resteth, that I may 
lean upon them. Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of 27 
the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand men and 
"·omen, that beheld while Samson made sport. And Samson called unto the LORD, 
anti said, 0 Lord Goo, remember me, I pray thee, and stren!(then me, I pray thee, 
only this once, 0 God, that I may be aven!(ed of the Philistines for one of my two 
eyes. .\nd Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house rested, 2 9 
and leaned upon them, the one with his right hand, and the other with his left. And 
Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his 
miµ:ht; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. 
So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his 
life. Then his brethren and all the hous~ of his father came down, and took him, 31 
and brou!(ht him up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the burying: 
place of '.\Ianoah his father. And he judged Israel twenty years. 

Story of Micah's Images and the Danish Migration 
And there was a man of the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Micah. 17 

And he said unlo his mother, The ele\•en hundred pieces of silver that were taken from 
thee, about "·hich thou didst utter a curse, and didst also speak it in mine ears, behold, 
the sih·er is with me; I took it. And his mother said, Blessed be my son of the LORD. 
And he restored the elewn hundred pieces of silver to his mother, and his mother said, 
I ,·crily dedicate lhe sih·er unto the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a !(raven 
image ancl a molten ima!(e: now therefore I will restore it unto thee. And when he 4 
restored the money unto his mother, his mother took two hundred pieces of silver, 
and gaw them to the founder, who made thereof a !(raven image and a molten image: 
and it was in the house of Micah. And the man :\licah had an house of !(ods, and 
he made an ephocl, and teraphim, and consecrated one of his sons, who became his 
priest. In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was 
rigfit in his own eyes. 

:\ncl there \\'as ·a young man out of Ileth-lehem-judah, of the family of Judah, 7 
whn was a Lel"ite, and he sojourned there. :\nd the man departed out of the city, 
out of Heth-lehem-judah, to ;;ojourn where he could find a place: and he came to the 
hill country of Ephraim to the house of Micah, as he journeyed. And Micah said 
unto him, \\'hence comest thou, And he said unto him, I am a Levite of Beth-lehem
jucbh, and I go to sojourn where I may find a place. And l\licah said unto him, 10 

01\·cll with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, and I will !(ive thee ten pieces 
oi sih-er by the year, and a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So Lhe Levite went in. 
:\nd the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man was unto him 
as one of his sons. And i\licah consecrated the Levite, and the young man became 
his priest, and was in the house of l\Iicah. Then said Micah, Now know I that the 
Lonn will do me good, seein!( I have a Le,·ite to my priest. 

In those days there was no kin!( in Israel: and in those days the tribe of the 18 
Danites sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day their inheritance 
had not fallen unto them among the tribes of Israel. And the children of Dan sent 
of their family fi\·e men from their whole number, men of valour, from Zorah, and 
from Eshtaol, to spy out the land, and to search it; and they said unto them, Go, 
search the land: and they came to the hill coun~ry of Ephraim, unto the house of 
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3 Micah, and lodged there. When they were by the house of Micah, they knew the 
voice of the young man the Levi Le: and they turned aside thither, and said unto 
him, Who brought thee hither? and what doest thou in this place? and what hast 
thou here? And he said unto them, Thus and thus hath Micah dealt with me, 
and he hath hired me, and I am become his priest. And they said unto him, Ask 
counsel, we pray thee, of God, that we may know whether our way which we go 
shall be prosperous. And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before the LORD 
is your way wherein ye go. 

7 Then the five men departed, and came to Laish, and saw the people that were 
therein, how they dwelt in security, after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and 
secure; for there was none in the land, possessing authority, that might put them to 
shame in any thing, and they were far from the Zidonians, and had no dealinµ;s with 
any man. And they came unto their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol: and their 

9 brethren said unto them, What say ye? And they said, Arise, and let us go up against 
them : for we have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good: and are ye still? be 
not slothful to go and to enter in to possess the land. When ye go, ye shall come 
unto a people secure, and the land is large: for God hath given it into your hand; a 
place where there is no want of any thing that is in the earth. 

II And there set forth from thence of the family of the Danites, out of Zorah and out 
of Eshtaol, six hundred men girt with weapons of war. And they went up, and 
encamped in Kiriath-jearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that place :\Iahanch
dan, unto this day: behold, it is behind Kiriath-jearim. And they passed thence 
unto the hill country of Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah. Then answered 
the five men that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto their brethren, 
Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, 

15 and a molten image? now therefore consider what ye have to do. And they turned 
aside thither, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, even unto the house 
of Micah, and asked him of his welfare. And the six hundred men girt with their 
weapons of war, who were of the children of Dan, stood by !!he enterin)!; of the gate. 
And the five men that went to spy out the land wPnt up, and came in thither, and took 
the graven image, and the ephod, a.1d the tcraphim, and the molten image: and the 
priest stood by the entering of the gate with the six hundred men girt with weapons 

18 of war. And when these went into Micah's house, and fetched the gra\'en imaµ;c, 
the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image, the priest said unto them, What 
do ye? And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, 
and go with us, and be to us a father and a priest: is it better for thee to be priest 
unto the house of one man, or to be priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel? And 
the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and \he teraphim, and the graven 

21 image, and went in the midst of the people. So they turned and departed, and put 
the little ones and the cattle and the goods before them. When they were a good 
way from the house of .Micah, the men that were in the houses near to i\Iicah's house 
were gathered together, and overtook the children of Dan. And they cried unto the 
children of Dan. And they turned their faces and said unto l\Iicah, What aileth 

24 thee, that thou comest with such a company? And he said, Ye have taken away my 
gods which I made, and the priest, and are gone away, and what have I more? and 
how then say ye unto me, What aileth thee? And the children of Dan said unto him, 
Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows fall upon you, and thou lose 
thy life, with the lives of thy household. And the children of Dan went their way: 
and when l\licah saw that they were too stron)!; for him, he turned and went back unto 

27 his house.. And they took that which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, 
and came unto Laish, unto a people quiet and secure, and smote them with the edge 
of the sword; and they burnt the city with fire. And there was no deliverer, because 
it was far from Zidon, and they had no dealings with any man; and it was in the 
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\'allev that lieth by Beth-rehob. And they built the city, and dwelt therein. And they 
called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was horn unto 
Israel: howbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first. And the children of Dan 30 
set up for themselws the gra,·en image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son 
of '.\foses, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day of the 
c'"Lptivityof the land. So they set them up Micah's graven image which he made, all 
the time that the house of God was in Shiloh. 

Story of the Benjamite War 
And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there 19 

was a certain LeYite sojourning on the farther side of the hill country of Ephraim, 
who took to him a concubine out of Beth-lehem-judah. And his concubine played 
the harlot against him, and went away from him unto her father's house to Ileth
ld1em-judab, and was there the space of four months. And her husband arose, and 
went after her, to speak kindly unto her, to bring her again, having his servant with 
him, and a couple of asses: and she brought him into her father's house: and when 
the father of the damsel saw him, he rejoiced to meet him. And his father in law, 4 

the damsel's father, retained him; and he abode with him three days: so they did 
eat and drink, ancl lodged there. And it caine to pass on the fourth day, that they 
aro.se early in the morning, and he rose up to depart: and the damsel's father said 
unto his son in law, Comfort thine heart with a morsel of bread, and afterward ye 
shall go your way. So they sat down, and did eat and drink, both of them together: 6 

and the damsel's father said unto the man, Be content, I pray thee, and tarry all 
ni.!!;ht, and let thine heart be merry. Ancl the man rose up to depart; but his father 
in law urged him, and he lodged there again. And he arose early in the morning 
en the fifth day to depart; and the damsel's father said, Comfort thine heart, I pray 
thee, and tarry ye until the day declineth; and they did eat, both of them. And when 9 
the man rose up to depart, he, and his concubine, and his servant, his father in law, 
the damsel's father, said unto him, Behold, now the day drawcth toward evening, 
I pray you tarry all night: behold, the day groweth to an end, lodge here, that thine 
heart may be merry; and to-morrow get you early on your way, that thou mayest go 
hnme. But the man would not tarry that night, but he rose up and departed, and rn 

came over against Jebus (the same is Jerusalem): and there were with him a couple 
of asses saddled; his concubine also was with him. When they were by Jebus, the 
day was far spent; and the servant said unto his master, Come, I pray thee, and let 
us turn aside into this city of the Jcbusites, and lodge in it. And his master said unto 
him, We will not tum aside into the city of a stranger, that is not of the children of 
Israel; but we will pass over to Gibeah. And he said unto his servant, Come and 13 
let us draw near to one of these places; and we will lodge in Gibeah, or in Ramah. 
So they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down upon them near to 
Giheah, which belongeth to Benjamin. And they turned aside thither, to go in to 
lorlgr in Giheah: and he went in, and sat him down in the street of the city: for there 
was no man that took them into his house to lodge. And, behold, there came an old w 

man from his work out of the field at even; now the man was of the hill country of 
Ephraim, and he sojourned in Gibcah: but the men of the place were Benjamites. 
,\nd he lifted up his eyes, and saw the wayfaring man in the street of the city; and 
the old man said, Whither goest thou? and whence comest thou? And he said unto 1~ 
him, \Ve arc passing from Beth-lehcm-judah unto the farther side of the hill country 
of _Ephraim: from thence am I, and I went to Ileth-lehem-judah: and I am now 
gmng lo the house of the LORD; and there is no man that taketh me into his house. 
Yet there is both straw and provender for our asses; and there is bread and wine 
also for me, and for thy handmaid, and for the young man which is with thy servants: 
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20 there is no want of any thing. And the old man said, Peace be un~o thee; howsoever 
let all thy wants lie upon me; only lodge not in the street. So he brought him into 
his house, and gave the asses fodder: and they washed their feet, and did cat and 
drink. As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain 
sons of Belia!, beset Lhe house round about, beating at the door; and they spake to 
the master of the house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the man that came into thine 

23 house, that we may know him. And the man, the master of the house, went out ~nlo 
them, and said unto them, Nay, my brethren, I pray you, do not so wickedly; sccin.~ 
that this man is come into mine house, do not this folly. Behold, here is my daughtl'r 
a maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and humble ye them, an I 
do with them what seemeth good unto you: but unto this man do not any such folh·. 

25 But Lhe men would not hearken to him: so the man laid hold on his concubine, a;1 l 

brought her forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused her all the night uni ii 
the rrorning: and when the day began lo spring, they let her go. Then came th~ 
woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the man's house wh2r: 
her lord was, till it was light. And her lord rose up in the morning, and opened th· 
doors of the house, and went out to go his way: and, behold, the woman his concubin~ 

28 was fallen down at the door of the house, with her hands upon the threshold. A .. 1cl 
he said unlo her, Up, and let us be going; but none answered: then he took her up 
upon the ass; and the man rose up, and gat him unto his place. And when he wa..; 
come into his house, he took a knife, and laid hold on his concubine, and divided 
her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, and sent her throughout all the borders of Israel. 
And it was so, that all that saw it said, There was no such deed done nor seen from 
the day that the children of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt unto this day: 
consider of it, take counsel, and speak. 

20 Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was assembled as 
one man, from Dan even to Bccr-shcba, with the land of Gilead, unto Lhc LORD at 
l\1 izpah. And the chiefs of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israrl, prescn Led 
themselves in the assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand footmen 

3 that drew sword. (Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel 
were gone up to l\Iizpah.) And the children of Israel said, Tell us, how was this 
wickedness brought to pass? And the Levite, the husband of the woman that was 
murdered, answered and said, I came into Gibcah that belongeth to Benjamin, I 
and my concubine, to lodge. And the men of Gibcah rose against me, and beset 
the house round about upon me by night; me they thought to have slain, and my 

6 concubine they forced, and she is dead. And I took my concubine, and cut her in 
pieces, and sent her throughout all Lhe country of the inheritance of Israel: for they 
have committed lewdness and folly in Israel. Behold, ye children of Israel, all of 
you, give here your advice and counsel. And all the people arose as enc man, saying, 
We will not any of us go to his tent, neither will we any of us turn unto his house. 

9 But now this is the thing which we will do to Gibcah, we will go up against it by lot; 
and we will lake ten men of an hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, ancl an 
hundred of a thousand, and a thousand out of ten thousand, to fetch victual for the 
people, that they may do, when they come to Gibcah of Benjamin, according to all 
the folly that they have wrought in Israel. So all the men of Israel were '.(athercrl 
against the city, knit together as one man. 

12 And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, \\'hat 
wickedness is this that is come to pass among you? Now therefore dcli,-cr up the 
men, the sons of Belia!, which arc in Gibcah, that we may put them to death, and pul 
away evil from Israel. But Benjamin would not hearken to the voice of their brethren 
the children of Israel. And the children of Benjamin gathered thcmseh·cs together 

15 out of the cities unto Gibcah, to go out to b:ittle against the children of Israel. And 
the children of Benjamin were numbered on that day out of the cities twenty and six 
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thousand men that drew sword, besides the inhabitants of Gibeah, which were num
bered sewn hundred chosen men. Among all this people there were seven hundred 
chosen men lcfthanded; every one could sling stones at an hair-breadth, and not 
iniss . 

. And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin, were numbered four hundred thousand 17 
men that drew s\\"ord: all these were men of war. And the children of Israel arose, 
and we:it up to Beth-cl, and asked counsel of God; and they said, Who shall go up 
for us first to battle against the children of Benjamin? And the LORD said, Judah 
shall go up first. And the children of Israel rose up in the morning, and en cam peel 
a.gains! Gibeah. And the men of Israel went out to battle against Ren jam in; and 20 

the men of Israel set the battle in array against them at Gibeah. And the children 
oi Jknjamin came forth out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the grourd of the 
Israelites on that clay twenty and two thousand men. 

:\nd .. the people, the men of Israel, encouraged themselves, and set the battle 
again in array in the place where they set themselves in array the first day. And the 23 
childrt'n of Israel went up and wept before the LORD until even; and they asked of 
the LORD, saying, Shall I again draw nigh to battle against the children of Benjamin 
my brother? And the LORD said, Go up against him. And the children of Israel 
came near against the children of Benjamin the second day. And Benjamin went 
forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed down to the wound 
of the children of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the sword. 

Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto Beth-cl, 26 
and \\"ept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even; and they 
offered burnt offerings and peace o!Terings before the LORD. And the children of 
l<rael asked of the LORD, (for the ark of the covenant of Goel was there in those days, 
and Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) 
'aying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my Lirother, 
or shall I cease' And the LORD said, Go up; for to-morrow I will deliver him into 
thine hand. And Israel set liers in wait against Gibeah round about. And the 29 
children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third clay, and 
>ct themsch·es in array against Gibeah, as at other times. And the children of Ben
jamin went out aJ?;ainst the people, and were drawn away from the city; and they 
began to smite and kill of the people, as at other times, in the high ways, of which 
one goeth up to Beth-el, and the other to Gibcah, in the field, about thirty men of 
Israel. And the children of Benjamin said, They are .smitten down before us, as at 32 
the lirst. But the children of Israel said, Let us flee, and draw them away from the 
city unto the high ways. And all the men of Israel rose up out of their place, and 
s~t themselves in arrav at Baal-tamar: and the liers in wait of Israel brake forth out 
of their place, even o~t of l\Iaareh-geba. And there came o\"Cr against Gibeah ten 
thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and the battle \\"as sore: but they knew not 
that nil was close upon them. And the LORD smote Benjamin before I>rael: and 35 
the children of Israel destroyed of Benjamin that day twenty a.nd five thousand and 
an hundred men: all these drew the sword. So the children of Benjamin saw that 
they >'"'.'re smitten.* But six hundred men turned and fled toward the wilderness 47 

. * For the men of Israrl gave place to Dcnjamin, because they tn~tcd unto the licrs in wait 
wh11.h th.er ha~! sl'l against GilH:-ah. And thC' licrs in wait hast('(I, and rushl·d upon GilJcah; and 37 
he IH·rs Ill wait drew themselves along, and smote all the c·itv with the l'dgc of the sword. Now 
he appointl'd sign IH'twccn the men or Israel and the licrs i~1 wait \\"as, that th('y should makr <t 

great cloud of smoke rise up out of the city. And the men of Israd turned in the hattle, and 
Benjamin hegan to smite and kill of the men of Israel about thirtv persons: for they sai<l, Surclr 
they arc smitten down lwfore us, as in the first battle. But when.the: clou<l lwA'an to arise up out 40 
o! the city in a. pillar of smoke, the BcnjamitC'S looked behind them, and, bC"hold, the whok· of lhc 
clly went up in smoke lo heaven. And the men of Israel turnc<l, an<l the men of Benjamin 
were amazed: for they saw that evil was come upon them. Thereforr th1~y turned their hacks 
before the men of Israel unlo U-c way of the wilckrncss; but the battle followc<l har<l after them; 
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unto the rock of Rimmon, and abode in the rock of Rimmon four months. And 
the men of Israel turned again upon the children of Benjamin, and smote them with 
the edge of the sword, both the entire city, and the cattle, and all that they found: 
moreover all Lhe cilies which they found they set on fire. 

21 Now the men of Israel had sworn in Mir.pah, saying, There shall not any of us 
give his daughter unto llenjamin to wife. And the people came to Beth-el, and sat 
there till even before God, and lifted up their voices, and wept sore. And they said, 
0 LORD, the God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there should be 
to-clay one tribe lacking in Israel? And it came to pass on the morrow, Lhat the people 
rose early, and built there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 

s And the children of Israel said, Who is there among all the tribes of Israel thn came 
not up in the assembly unto the LORD? For they had made a great oath co1 -:crning 
him that came not up unto the LORD to Mizpah, saying, He shall surely be put to 
<lcath. And the children of Israel repented them for Benjamin their brother, and 
said, There is one tribe cut off from Israel this clay. How shall we do for wives for 
them that rcmain, se"Cing we have sworn by the LoRD that we will not give them of 

8 our daughters to wives? And they said, \\'hat one is there of the tribes of Israel that 
came not up unto the Lo1m to Mizpah, And, behold, there came none to the 
camp from Jabesh-gilead to the assembly. For when the people were numbered, 
behohi, there were none of the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead there. And the congre
gation scnt thither twelve thousand men of the valiantest, and commanded them, 
saying, Go and smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword, 

II with the women and the little ones. And this is the thing that ye shall do; ye ~hall 
utterly destroy every male, and every woman that hath lien by man. And they found 
among the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead four hundred young virgins, that had not 
known man by lying with him: and they brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, 
which is in the land of Canaan. 

13 And the whole congregation sent and spake to the children of Benj,amin that were in 
the rock of Rimmon, and proclaimed peace unto them. And Benjamin returned at 
that time; and they gave them the women which they had saved alive of the women 
of Jabesh-gilead: an<l yet so they sufficed them not. And the people repented them 
for Benjamin, because that the LORD had made a breach in the tribes of Israel. 

16 Then the elders of the conp;rep;ation said, How shall we do for wives for them that 
remain, seeing the women arc destroyed out of Benjamin? And they sairl, There 
must be an inheritance for them that arc escaped of Benjamin, that a tribe be not 
blotted out from Israel. Howbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: 
for the children of Israel had sworn, saying, Cursed be he that giveth a wife to llen-

19 jam in. And they said, Ile hold, there is a feast of the LoRD from year to year in 
Shiloh, which is on the north of Beth-cl, on· the cast side of the high way that goeth 
up from Beth-cl to Shechem, anrl on the south of Lebonah. And they commanded 
the chil<lrcn of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in the vineyards; and sec, and, 
behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in the dances, then come ye out 
of the vineyards, and catch you every man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and 

22 go to the lanrl of Benjamin. And it shall be, when their fathers_ or thcir brethren 
come to complain unto us, that we will say unto them, Grant them graciously unto 
us: because we took not for each man of them his wife in battle: ncither di<l ye gi,·e 
them unto them; else would ye now be guilty. And the children of Benjamin did so, and 
and they which tame out of the cities destroyed lhem in the midst thereof. ThC'y incloscd the 
Benjamites round about, and chased them, and trode them down at their rC'sting place, as far as 
over against Giheah toward the sunrising. And there fell of Benjamin <·ightcen thousand men; 
all these were men of valour. And thev turned and fled toward the wilderness unto the rock of 
Rimm on: and they gleaned of them in "the high ways Jive thousand men; <\nd followed hard after 
them unto Gidom, and smote of them two thousand men. So that all which fell that day 0£ 
Benjamin were twenty and five thousand men that drew the sword; all these were men of valour. 
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took them wives, according to their number, of them that danced, whom they carried 
off: and they went and returned unto their inheritance, and built the cities, and dwell 
in them. And the children of Israel departed thence at that time, every man to his 24 
tribe and to his family, and they went out from thence every man to his inheritance. 

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right 
in his cwn eyes. 

Story of Ruth 
And ic came to pass in the days when the judges judged, that there was a famine 1 

m the land. And a certain man of Beth-lehem-judah went to sojourn in the land of 
'.\Ioab. he, and his wife, and his two sons. And the name of the man was Elime:ech, 
an<! the name of his wife Naomi. and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, 
Erhrathitcs of Beth-lehem-judah. And they came into the country of Moab, and 
continued there. And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her 3 
t1·;0 sons. .'\nd the1· took them wives of the women of Moab; and the name of the 
one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth. And they dwclled there about ten 
Years. And l\Iahlon and Chilion died both of them; and the woman was left of 
iier two children and of her husband. 

Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country 6 
of '.\foab: for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the LORD had visited 
his people in gi1·in1?; them bread. And she went forth out of the place where she was, 
and her two daughters in law with her; and they went on the way to return unto the 
land of Judah. And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each ,if 
you to her mother's house: the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the 
dead, and with me. The LORD grant you that ye rnay find rest, each of you in the 9 
house of her hushand. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept. 
And they said unto her, Na~', but we will return with thee unto thy people. And Naomi 
'airl, Turn again. my daughters; why will ye go with me? ha Ye I yet sons in my womb, 
that they may be your husbands? Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I 
am too old to ha1·e an husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I should even have 
an husband to-night, an<l should also hear sons; would ye therefore tarry till they 13 
were grown) would ye therefore stay from having husbands? nay, my daughters; 
for it gricYeth me much for your sakes, for the hand of the LORD is gone forth against 
me. And they lifted up their \"'Jice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in 
law; but Ruth clave unto her. And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back 
unto her people and unto her god: return thou after thy sister in law. And Ruth said, i6 

In treat me not to leave t bee, 
And to return from following after thee: 

For whither thou goest, I will go; 
And where thou lodges!, I will lodge; 

Thy people shall be my people, 
And thy God my God; 

Where thou diest, will I die, 
And there will I be buried: 

The LORD do so to me, 
And more also, 

If aught but death part thee and me. 

17 

And when she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, she left speaking 18 
unto her. 

So they two went until they came to Ileth-lehem. And it came to pass when they 
were come :o Beth-lehem, that all the city was moved about them. And the women 
said, Is this Naomi? And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me 'Mara': 
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21 for the Almighty hath dealt very 'bitterly' with me. I went out full, and the LORD 
hath brought me home again empty: why call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath 
testified against me, and the Almighty hath affiicted me? So Naomi returned, and 
Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned out of the country 
of Moab: and they came to Beth-Iehem in the beginning of barley harvest. 

2 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wcallh, of the family 
of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitcss said unto Naomi, 
Let me now go lo the field, and glean among the cars of corn after him in whose sight 
I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter. And she went, and 
came and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was lo light on the portion 
of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. And, behold, 
Boaz came from Beth-Iehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be wilh you. 

5 And they answered him, The LORD bless thee. Then said Boaz unto his ;;ervant 
that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel is this? And the servant that was set 
over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel that came back "·ith 
Naomi out of the country of ;\Ioab: and she said, Let me glean, I pray you, and gather 
after the reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even. from 

8 the morning until now, save that she tarried a little in the house. Then said Boaz 
unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither 
pass from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens. Let thine eyes be on lhe field 
that they do reap, and go thou after them: have I not charged the young men that 
they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink 

roof that which the young men have drawn. Then she fell on her face, and bowed 
herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thy sight, that 
thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? And lloaz answered 
and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unlo thy 
mother in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou hast lefl thy father 
and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which thou 

12 knewcst not heretofore. The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given 
thee of the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose win11:s thou art come to take refuge. 
Then she said, Let me find grace in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, 
and for that thou hast spoken kindly unto thine handmaid, though I be not as one of 
thine handmaidens. And at meal-time Boaz said unto her, Come hither, and eat of the 
bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and they 

rs reached her parched corn, and she did eat, and\vas sufficed, and left thereof. And when 
she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even 
among the sheaves, and reproach her not. And also pull out some for her from the 
bundles, and leave it, and let her glean, and rebuke her not. So she gleaned in the field 
until even; and she beat out that she had gleaned, and it was about an ephah of barley. 

r8 And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in Jaw saw what she 
had gleaned: and she brought forth and gave to her that she had left after she was 
sufficed. And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned lo-clay? 
and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And 
she shewed her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's 

20 name with whom I wrought to-day is Boaz. And Naomi said unto her daughter in 
law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kinclness to the li,·ing and 
to the dead. Ancl Naomi said unto her, The man is nigh of kin unto us, one of our 
near kinsmen. And Ruth the Moabitess said, Yea, he said unto me, Thou shall 
keep fast by my young men, until they have ended all my harvest. And Naomi saicl 
unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his 

23 maidens, and that they meet thee not in any other field. So she kept fast by the 
maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and 
she dwelt with her mother in law. 
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And Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest 3 
for thee, that it may be well with thee? And now is there not Boaz our kinsman, 
with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to-night in the 
threshing-floor. Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon· 
thee, and get thee down to the threshing-floor: but make not thyself known unto the 
man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. And it shall be, when he lieth 4 
down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and 
uncon'r his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. And 
:<he said unto her, .\II that thou sayest I will do. 

And she went down unto the threshing-floor, and did according to all that her 
mother in law bade her. And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was 7 
mer!')", he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she came softly, and 
unco\·ered his feet, and laid her down. And it came to pass at midnight, that the 
man was startled, and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. And 
he said, \Vho art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread 
therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman. And he 10 

'aid, Ble<:<ed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: thou hast shewed more kindness 
in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, 
whrther poor or rich. And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that 
thou sayest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman. 
And now it is true that I am a near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than 
J. Tari')· thi,; night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform unto thee 13 
the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's part: but if he will not do the 
part of a kir: -man !:> thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LORD 
liYeth: lie riv rn until the morning. And she lay at his feet until the morning: and 
she rose up before one could discern another. For he said, Let it not be known that 
the woman came to the threshing-floor. And he said, Bring the mantle that is upon 15 
thee, anu hold it; and she held it: and he measured six measures of barley, and laid 
it on her: and he went into the city. And when she came to her mother in law, she 
said, \\'ho art thou, my <laughter? And she told her all that the man had done to hl'r. 
And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me; for he said, Go not empty 
unto thy mother in law. Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the 
matter will fall: for the man will not rest, until he hal'e finished the thing this day. 

~ow Boaz went up lo the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the near 4 
bnsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn 
aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat down. And he took ten men 
,,f the elders of the city, and said_ Sit ye down here. And they sat down. And he 
said unto the near kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of l\foah, 
selleth the parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech's: and I thought lo dis- 4 
close it unto thee, saying, Buy it before them that sit here, and before the elders of 
my people. 1£ thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then 
tell me, that l may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after 
11,ee_ :\nd he said, I will redeem it. Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the 
f.c-Jd of the hand- of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the l\foabitess, the wife of 
,lw dead, to rais-~ up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. And the near kins- 6 
man said, l cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: take thou 
my right of redcm pt ion on thee; for I cannot redeem it. 

Now this was the custom in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and 
concerning exchanging, for to confirm all things; a man drew off his shoe, and gave 
it to his neigh hour: and this was the manner of attestation in Israel. So the near 
kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thyself. And he drew off his shoe. And Boaz 9 
said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have 
bought all that was Elimclech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of 
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the hand of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, ha\'e I 
purchased lo be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that 
the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and from the 11:atc of 

11 his place: ye are witnesses this day. And all the people that were in the gate, and 
the elders, said, We arc witnesses. 

The LoRD make the woman that is come into thine house 
Like Rachel and like Leah, 

Which two did build the house of Israel: 
And do thou worthily in Ephrathah, 

And be famous in Beth-lehem: 
12 And let thy house he like the house of Perez, 

Whom Tamar bare unto Judah, 
JI t.he seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman. 

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in unto her, and the 
14 LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. And the women said unto Naomi, 

Blessed be the LORD, 
Which hath not left thee this day without a near kinsman, 

And let his name be famous in Israel. 
15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of life, 

And a nourisher of thine old age: 
For thy daughter in law, which lovcth thee, 
Which is better to thee than seven sons, 

Hath borne him. 

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 

20 

And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi; 
and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

The Generations of Perez 
Perez bcgat Hczron 

And Hczron bcgat Ram 
And Ram bcgat Amminadab 

And Amniinadab begat Nah"i1on 
And Nahshon bcgal Salmon 

And Salmon bcgat Boaz 
And Boaz bcgat Obed 

And Obed bcgat J csse 
And Jesse bcgat David. 

BOOK VII.-THE ESTABLISHMENT OF KINGS AND RISE OF 
THE PROPHETIC ORDER 

Story of the Birth of Samuel 
1 Now there was 'a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of the hill country of Eph

raim, and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of 
Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite: and he had two wiws; the name of the one 
was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had children, but 
Hannah had no children. And this man went up out of his city from year lo year 
to worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of 

4 Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, priests unto the LoRD, were there. And when the day 
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came that Elkanah sacrificed, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons and 
her daughters, portions: but unto Hannah he gave a double portion: for he loved 5 
Hannah, but the LORD had shut up her womb. And her rival provoked her sore, 
for to make her fret, because the LORD had shut up her womb. And as he did so 
year by year, when she went up to the house of the LORD, so she provoked her; there
fore she wept, and did not cat. And Elkanah her husband said unlo her, Hannah, a 
why wccpest thou? and why eatest thou not? ancl why is thy heart grieved? am 
not I better to thee than ten sons? So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, 
and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon his scat by the door post 
of the temple of the LORD. And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the 
LoRn, and wept sore. And she \•owed a vow, and said, 0 LORD of hosts, if thou wilt u 
indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget 
thine handmaid, but wilt ~vc unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will giv2 him 
unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. 
And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli marked her 
mouth. ;'IJow Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice 13 
was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken. And Eli said unto her, 
How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. And Hannah 
answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I poured out my soul before the LORD. Count 
not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belia!: for out of the abundance of mv com
plaint and my provocation have I spoken hitherto. Then Eli answcreLl and said, 17 
Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thy petition that thou hast asked oi him. 
And she said, Let thy servant find grace in thy sight. So the woman went her way, 
and die! eat, and her countenance was no more sad. And they rose up in the morning 
early, and worshipped before the LORD, and returnee!, and came to their house to 
Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the LORD rem cm bered her. 
And it came to pass, when the time was come about, that Hannah conceived, and 20 

bare a son; and she called his name Samuel, saying, Because I lrnxe asked him of the 
LORD. And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to oficr unto tl1e Lo1m 
the yearly sacrifice, and his rnw. 13ut Hannah went not up; for she said unto her 
husband, I will not go up until the child be weaned, and then I will bring him, that 
he may appear before the LORD, and there abide for e,·er. And Elkanah her hus- 23 
band said unto her, Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou have weaned him; 
only the LoRD establish his word. So the woman tarried and gave her son suck, 
until she weaned him. And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, 
with three Lullocks, and one ephah of meal, and a bottle of wine, and brought him 
unto the house of the LORD in Shiloh: and the child was young. And they slew the 2s 
bullock, and brought the child to Eli. And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, 
my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the LoRD. For this 
child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him: 
therefore I also have granted him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he is granted to 
the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there. And Hannah prayed, and said: 2 

Hannah's Thanksgiving 
My heart exulteth in the LORD, 

Mine horn is exalted in the LORD: 
My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; 

Because I rejoice in thy salvation. 
There is none holy as the LORD; 

For there is none beside thee: 
Neither is there any rock like our God. 
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3 Talk no more so exceeding proudly; 
Let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: 

For the LORD is a God of knowledge, 
And by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken, 
And they that stumbled are girded with strength. 

They that were full have hired out themselves for bread; 
And they that were hungry have ceased: 

'[~a, the barren hath borne seven; 
And she that hath many children languisheth. 

The LORD killeth and maketh alive: 
He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

7 The Lmm maketb poor, and maketh rich: 
He bringeth low, he also liftetb up. 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
He Jifteth up the needy from the dunghill, 

To make them sit with princes, 
And inherit the throne of glory: 

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, 
And he hath set the world upon them. 

9 He will keep the feet of his holy ones, 
But the wicked shall be put to silence in darkness; 

For by strength shall no man prevail. 
They that strive with the LORD shall be broken to pieces; 

Against them shall he thunder in heaven: 
The LORD shall jud)!;e the ends of the earth; 

And he shall give strength unto his king, 
And exalt the horn of his anointed. 

n And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child did minister unto the 
LORD before E:i the priest. 

Story of the Call of Samuel and Dooming of Eli 
rz Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belia]; they knew not the LORD. And the 

custom of the priests with the people was, that, when any man offered sacrifice, the 
priest's servant came, while the flesh was in seething, with a fleshhook of three teeth 
in his haQ<l; and he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the 
fleshhook brought up the priest took therewith. So they did in Shiloh unto all the 

rs Israelites that came thither. Yea, before they burnt the fat, the priest's servant 
came, and said to the man that sacrificed, Give flesh to roast for the priest; for he 
will not have so<lden flesh of thee, but raw. And if the man said unto him, They 
will surely bum the fat presently, and then take as much as thy soul desireth; then 
he would say, Nay, but thou shalt )!;ive it me now: ancl if not, I will take it by force. 
And the sin of the young men was very great before the LORD: for men abhorred the 
ofTering of the LORD. 

r8 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, bein)!; a child, girded with a linen ephocl. 
Moreover his mother made him a little robe, and brought it~ to him from year to year, 
when she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Ancl Eli blessed 
Elkanah and his wife, and said, The LORD give thee seed of this woman, for the loan 
which was lent to the LORD. And they went unto their own home. And the LORD 
visited Hannah, and she conceived, and bare three sons and two daughters. And the 
child Samuel grew before the LORD. 

22 Now Eli was very old; and he heard all that his sons did unto all Israel, and how 
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that they lay with the women that did service at the door of the tent of meeting. And 
he said unto them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings from all 
this people. Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear: ye make the LORD'S 24 

people to transgress. If one man sin against another, God shall judge him: but if 
a man sin against the LORD, who shall intreat for him? Notwithstanding they 
hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay them. 
And th~ c:1ild Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also with 
men. 

And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, z; 
Did I r~·;eal myself tinto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in bondage 
to Pharaoh's house> And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my 
priest, to go up unto mine altar to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? and 
<lid I gi,·e unto the house of thy father all the offerings of the children of Israel made 
t,y fire> \\"hereforc kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine olTering, which I haYe com- 29 
mandcd in my habitation; and honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves fat 
with the chiefest of all the olTerings of Israel my people? Therefore the LORD, the 
God of Israel, s~ith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should 
walk before me for e\·er: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; for them that 
lwnour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed. Behold 31 
the days come, that I will cut off thine ann, and the arm of thy father's house, that 
there shall not be an old man in thine house. And thou shalt behold the affliction 
of my habitation, in all the wealth which God shall give Israel: and there shall not 
\Jc an old man in thine house for eYer. And the man of thine, whom I shall not cut 
off from mine altar, shall he to consume thine eyes, and to grieYe thine heart: and all 
the increase of thine house shall die in the flower of their age. And this shall be the 34 
sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one 
day they shall die both of them. :\nrl I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shall 
do accordin?; lo that which is in mine heart and in my mind: and I will build him a 
>ure house; and he shall walk before mine anointed for c\·er. And it shall come to 
pas.;, that eYen· one that is left in thine house shall come and bow down to him for 
a piece of silve·r and a loaf of bread, and shall say, Put me, I pray thee, into one of 
the priests' offices, that I may eat a morsel of bread. 

And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the 3 
LORD was preciow; in those days; there was no open vision. And it came to pass at 
that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, (now his eyes had begun to wax dim, 
that he could not sec,) and the lamp of God was not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
laid down lo sleep, in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was; that the 
LoRll called Samuel: and he said, Ilere am I. And he ran unto Eli, and said, Herc s 
am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he 
went and lay down. And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose 
and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he answered, I 
cr.::,:1 not, my son; lie down again. Kow Samuel did not yet know the LORD, 

rl<'ithc. was the word of the LORI> yet revealed unto him. And the LORD called s 
S:lmu~: al(ain the third time. And he arose and wer.t to Eli, and said, llerc am I; 
for thou callcdst me. And Eli perceived that the Lo1m had called the child. 
Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that 
thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy sen·ant hcarcth. So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. And the Lmrn came, and stood, and called as at other times, 
Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel said, Speak; for thy servant heareth. And th1! II 
LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the cars of 
every one that heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli all that 
1 have spoken concerning his house, from the beginning even unto the end. For I 
have told him that I will judge his house for ever, for the iniquity which he kn~w, 
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because his sons did bring a curse upon themselves, and he reotraine<l them not. 
14 And therefore I have sworn unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house 

shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever. And Samuel lay until the 
morning, and opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel feared to 
shew Eli the vision. Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. And he 
said, Here am I. And he said, What is the thing that the Lo1m hath spoken unto 
thee? I pray thee hide it not from me: God do so lo thee, and more also, if thou 

iB hide any thing from me of all the things that he spake unto thee. And Samuel told 
him every whit, and hid nothing from him. And he said, It is the LORD: let him do 
what seemeth him good. And Samuel grew, and the LOUD was with him, and did 
let none of his words fall to the p;round. And all Israel from Dan even to Beer
sheba knew that Samuel was estalilished to be a prophet of the Lonn. And the 
Lonn appeared again in Shiloh: for the LORD revealed himself lo Samuel in s;1iloh 

4 by the word of the LORD. And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 
Now Israel went out against the Philistines lo battle, and pitched beside Eben

ezer: and the Philistines pitched in Aphek. And the Philistines put themselves in 
array against Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the 

3 Philistines: and they slew of the army in the field about four thousand men. And 
when the people were come into the camp, the elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath 
the LORD smitten us to-clay before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that it may come among 
us, and save us out of the hand of our enemies. So the people sent lo Shiloh, 
and they broup;ht from thence the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, 
which silleth upon the cherubim: and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 

5 were there with the ark of the covenant of Gori. And when the ark of the cove
nant of the LORD came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a p;reat shout, so that 
the earth rang again. And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they 
said, What meaneth the noise of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews? And 
they understood that the ark of the LORD was come into the camp. And the Philis
tines were afraid, for they said, Gorl is come into the camp. And they said, Woe 

8 unto us! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. \Voe unto us! who shall 
deli\'er us out of the hand of these mighty gods? these arc the gods that smote the 
Egyptians with all manner of plagues in the wilrlernrss. Ile strong. and quit your
selves like men, 0 ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they 
have been to you: quit yomselves like men, anrl fight. And the Philistines fought, 
and Israel was smitten, and they fled every man to his tent: and there was a very 

n great slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. And the ark of 
Goel was taken; and the two sons of Eli, I-lophni and Phinchas, were slain. And 
there ran a man of Ilenjamin out of the army, and came to Shiloh the same day with 
his clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon 
his scat by the way side watching: for his heart trembled for the ark of Goel. Anrl 

14 when the man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried out. And when Eli 
heard the noise of the crying, he said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult? And 
the man hasted, and came and tolrl Eli. Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; 
and his eyes were set, that he roulrl not see. And the man sairl unto Eli, I am he 
that came out of the army, and I fled to-day out of the anny. And he said, Ho·,· went 

17 the matter, my son? And he that brought the tidings answered an9 said, Israel is 
fled before the Philistines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among !'1c 
people, and thy two sons also, Hoplmi and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God 
is taken. And it came to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God, that he 
fell from off his seat backward by the side of the p;ate, and his neck brake, and he 
died: for he was an olcl man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years. 

19 And his daughter in Jaw, Phinehas' wife, was with child, near to be delivered: and 
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wht>n she heard the tidings that the ark of God was taken, and that her father in law 
and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and brought forth; for her pains came 
upon her. And about the time of her death the women that stood by her said 20 

unto her, Fear not; for thou hast brought forth a son. But she answered not, neither 
did she regard it. And she named the child 'Ichabod,' saying, The 'glory is departed' 
from Israel: because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father in law and 
her husband. And she said, The glory is departed from Israel; for the ark of God 
:s tak~n. 

Story of the Ark and the Philistines 
Now the Philistines hacl taken the ark of God, and they brought it from Eben- 5 

ezer unto Ashdod. And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it into the 
house of Dagon, and set it by Dal!;on. And when they of Ashdocl arose early on the 
morrow, behold, Da11:onwas fallen upon his face to the ground before the ark of the 
LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him in his place again. ·And when they arose 4 
early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face lo the ground 
beiore the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his hands 
lay cut off upon the threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him. Therefore 
neither the priests of Dagon, nor any that ceme into Dagon's house, tread on the 
threshold of Dagon in :\shdod, unto this day. 

But the hand of the LORD was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and he destroyed 6 
them, ancl smote them with tumours, even Ashdod and lhe borders thereof. And 
when the men of Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, The a_rk of the Goel of Israel 
shall not a bi cl<' with us: for his hand is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god. 
They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the Philistines unto them, and said, 
What shall we clo with the ark of the God of Israel, And they answered, Let the 
ark of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath. And they carried the ark of 
the God of Israel about thither. Ancl it was so, that, after they had carried it about, 9 
the hand of the LORD was against the city with a very great discomfiture: and he 
smote the men of the city, both small and great, and tumours brake out upon them. 
So they sent the ark of Goel to Ekron. And it came to pass, as the ark of God came 
to Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, saying, They have brought about the ark of 
the Goel of brae! to us, to slay us and our people. They sent therefore ancl gathered 11 

together all the lords of the Philistines, and they said, Send away the ark of the God 
of Israel, and let it go again to its own place, that it slay us not, and our people; for 
there was a deadly <liscomfiture throughout all the city; the hand of Gori was very 
heavy there. :\nd the men that died not were smitten with the tumours: and the 
cry of the city went up to heaven. 

And the ark of the LORD was in the country of the Philistines seven months. 6 
P nd the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners, saying, What shall we do 
·,·;:th the ark of the LORD, shew us wherewith we shall send it toils place. And they 
s<.id, If •:e send away the ark of the God of Israel, send it not empty; but in any wise 
retum_h:1:1 a guilt olTering: then ye shall be healed, and it shall be known to you 
why his hand is not removed from you. Then said they, What shall be the guilt 4 
offering which we shall return to him? And they said, Five golden tumours, and 
five golden mice, according to the number of the lords of the Philistines: f::ir one 
plague was on you all, and on your lords. Wherefore, ye shall make images of your 
tumours, and images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall give glory unto the 
God of Israel: peradventure he will lighten his hancl from off you, and from off 
your gods, and from off your land. Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as 6 
the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had wrought wonder
fully among· them, did they not let the people go, an cl they departed? Now therefore 
take and prepare you a new cart, and two milch kine, on which there hath come no 
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yoke, and tie the kine lo the cart, and bring their calves home from them: and take 
the ark of the Lo1m, and lay it upon the cart; and put the jewels of gold, which ye 
return him for a guilt offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and send it away, that 

9 it may go. And see, if it goeth up by the way of its own border to Bcth-shcmesh 
then h~ hath done us this great evil: but if not, then we shall know that it is not hi~ 
hand that smote us; it was a chance that happened to us. And the men did so; 
and took two milch kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home: 
and they put t:;e ark of the LORD upon the cart, and the coffer with the mice of gold 

12 and the images of their tumours. And the kine took the straight way by the way to 
Beth-shemesh; they went along the high way, lowing as they we·'t, and turned not 
aside to the right hand or to the left; and the lords of the Philistines went d'.er them 
unto the border of Beth-shemesh. And they of Beth-shemesh we~e reaping their 
wheat harvest in the valley: and they lifted up their eyes, and saw the ark, and 

14 rejoiced to see it. And the cart came into the field of Joshua the Beth-shemite, and 
stood there, where there was a great stone: and they clave the wood of the cart, and 
offered up the kine for a burnt offering unto the LORD. And the Levites took clown 
the ark of the Lo~D, and the coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of gold were, 
and put them on the great stone: and the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings 
and sacrificed sacrifices the same day unto the LORD. And when the five lords of 

17 the Philistines had seen it, they returned to Ekron the same day. And these are the 
golden tumours which the Philistines returned for a guilt offering unto the LORD; 
for Ashdod one, for Gaza one, for Ashkelon one, for Gath one, for Ekron one; and 
the golden mice, according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging 
to the five lords, both of fenced cities and of country villages: even unto the great 
stone, whereon they set down the ark of the LORD, which stone remaineth unto this 

19 day in the field of Joshua the Beth-shemite. And he smote of the men of Beth
shemesh, because they had looked into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of the 
people seventy men, and fifty thousand men: and the people mourned, because the 
LORD had smitten the people with a great slaughter. And the men of Beth-shemesh 
said, Who is able to stand before the LORD, this holy God? and to whom shall he 
go up from us? And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, 
saying, The Philistines have brought again the ark of the LORD; come ye down, 

7 and fetch it up to you. And the men of Kiriath-jearim came, and fetched up the ark 
of the LORD, and brought it into the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sanctified 
Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD. 

2 Anrl it came to pass, from the day that the ark abode in Kiriath-jearim, that the 
'.ime was long; for it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented after 

History: 
Rule of 
Samuel 

the LORD. And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye 
do return unto the LORD with a.II your heart, then put away the strange 
gods and the Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto 
the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand 

of the Philistines. Then the children of Israel did put away the Baa.im ~!".d the 
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to l\Iizpah, and I will pray for you unto tk 
Lorm. And they gathered together to Mizpah, and drew water, and poured it out 
before th~ LORD, and fasted on that day, and said there, \Ve have sinned against :he 
LORD. And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpah. And when the 
Philistines heard that the children of Israel were gathered together to Mizpah, 
the lords of the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel 

s heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines. And the children of Israel said to 
Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us, that he will save us out of 
the hand of the Philistines. And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a 
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whole burnt offering unto the LORD: and Samuel cried unto the LoRD for Israel; 
and the LORD answered him. And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the 10 

Phili:;tines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great 
thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were 
smitten clown before Israel. And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah, and pursued 
the Philistine,;, and smote them, until they came unto Beth-car. Then Samuel took 
a stone, and st•t it between l\Jizpah and Shen, and called the name of it 'Eben-ezer,' 
saving, Hitherto hath the LORD 'helped' us. So the Philistines were subdued, and lJ 
the1· came no more within the border of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was against 
the Philistines all the days of Samuel. And the cities which the Philistines had taken 
from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and th~ border thereof 
did Israel deli1·er out of the hand of the Philistines. And there was peace be·~·;1een 
Israel and the :\morites. And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. And he 15 
went from year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpah; and he judged 
brael in all those places. And his return was to Ramah, for there was his house: 
and there he judged Israel: and he built there an altar unto the LORD. 

Story : The Anointing of Saul and Retirement of Samuel 
.'\nd it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over 8 

Israel. Now the name of his firstborn was Joel; and the name of his second, Abijah: 
they were judges ir. Beer-sheba. And his sons walked not in his ways, but turned 
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgement. 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel 
unto Ramah: and they said unto him, Behold thou art old, and thy sons walk not 5 
in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing dis
pleased Samuel, when they s~id, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed 
unto the LORD. And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the 
people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they hal'e 
rejected me, that I should not be king over them. According to all the works which 8 
they hal'e clone since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this day, 
in that they hal'e forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. Now 
therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit thou shalt prolcst solemnly unto them, 
and shalt shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over them. 

And Samuel told all the words of the LORD unto the people that asked of him a 10 

king. And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: 
he will take your sons, and appoint them unto him, for his chariots, and to be his 
horsemen; and they shall run before his chariots: and he will appoint them unto 
him for captains of thousands, and captains of fifties; and he will set some to plow 
his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and the 
instrnmcnts of his chariots. And he will take your daughters to be confcctionaries, 13 
an .I to Le cooks, and to be bakers. And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, 
and your oliwyards, even the best of them, and give them to his servants. And he 
will Lake the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, and 
Lo his sen'anls. And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and your 
gocirlliest young men, and your asses, and put them to his work. He will take the 
tenth of your flocks: and ye shall be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that da;1 •8 
because of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the LORD will not answer 
you in that day. But the people refused to hearken unto the voice of Samuel; and 
~hey said, Nay; but we will have a king over us; that we also may be like all the 
nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and light our battles. 
An·] Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the cars 
of the LORD. And the LORD said to Samuel, H~arken unto their voice, and ruake 
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them a king. And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his 
cit~ , 

9 Now there was a man of -Benjamin, whose name was Kish, the son of Abie], 
th~ son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah, the son of a Benjarnitc, a 
mighty man of valour. And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a young man and 
a goodly: and there was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he: 
from his shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people. And the asses 
of Kis!1 Saul's father were lost. And Kish said lo Saul his son, Take now one of the 

4 servants with thee, and arise, go seek the asses. And he passed through the hill 
coun'.ry of Ephraim, and passed through the land of Shalishah, but they found them 
not: then they passed through the land of Shaalim, and there they were not: and he 
passed through the land of the Ben jamites, but they found them not. When they were 
come to the lane\ of Zuph, Saul said to his servant that was with him, Corne and let 

6 us return; lest my father leave caring for the asses, and take thought for us. And 
he said unto him, Behold now, there is in this city a man of God, and he is a man 
that is held in honour; all that he saith cometh surely to pass: now let us go thither; 
peradventure he can tell us concerning our journey whereon we go. Then said Saul 
to his servant, But, behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man? for the bread is 
spent in our vessels, and there is r,ot a present to bring to the man of God: what 

8 have we? And the servant answered Saul again, and said, Behold, I have in rn}' 
hand the fourth part of a shekel of silver: that will I give lo the man of Goel, to tell 
us our way.* 

10 Then said Saul to his servant, Well said; come, let us go. So th('y went unto 
the city where the man of God was. As they went up the ascent to the city they found 
young maidens going out to draw water, and said unto them, Is the seer here? And 
they answered them, and said, He is; behold, he is before thee: make haste now, 
for he is come to-day into the city; for the people have a sacrifice to-day in the high 

13 place: as soon as ye be come into the city, ye shall straightway find him, before he 
go up to the high place to cat: for the people will not eat until he come, because he 
doth bless the sacrifice; an cl afterwards they eat that be bidden. Now therefore 
get you up; for at this time ye shall find him. And they went up to the city; and 
as they came within the city, behold, Samuel came out against them, for to go up to 
the high place. 

15 Now the LORD had revealed unto Samuel a day before Saul came, saying, To-mor-
row about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt 
anoint him to be prince over my people Israel, and he shall save my people out of the 
hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come 
unto me. And when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said unto him, Behold the man of 

18 whom I spake to thee! this same shall have authority over my people. Then Saul 
drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer's 
house is. And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the seer; go up before me unto 
the high place, for ye shall cat with me to-day: and in the morning I will let thee go 
and will tell thee all that is in thine heart. And as for thine asses that were lost threE 
days ago, s~: not thy mind on them; for they are found. And on whom is all the 

21 desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house? And Saul answered 
and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family 
the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then speakest thou to 
me after this manner? And Samuel took Saul and his servant, and brought them 
into the guest-chamber, and made them sit in the chiefest place among them that were 
bidden, which were about thirty persons. And Samuel said unto the cook, Bring 

24 the portion which I gave thee, of which I said unto thee, Set it by thee. And the 
9 * Beforctime in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, thus he said, Come and let us go 

to the Seer: for he that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer. 
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cook tnok up the thigh, and that which was upon it, and set it before Saul. And 
Samuel said, Ileholcl that which hath been reserved! set it before thee and eat; 
because unto the appointed time hath it been kept for thee, for I said, I have invited 
the people. So Saul did eat with Samuel that day. And when they were come 
down from the high place into the city, he communed with Saul upon the housetop . 
. \ml they arose early: and it came to pass about the spring of the day, that Samuel 26 
called to Saul on the housetop, saying, Up, that I may send thee away. And Saul 
'''"se, nnd they wc:1t out both of them, he and Samuel, abroad. As they were going 
d<)\\"11 at the end cf the city, Samuel said lo Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, 
I and he pa,;scd on,) but stand thou still at this time, that I may cause thee to hear 
the word of C,lll. Then Samuel took the vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, 10 
and 1-cissed him, and said, Is it not that the LORD hath anointed thee to be prince over 
his inheritance> \\"hen thou art departed from me to-day, then thou shalt find two 
men by Rachd's sepulchre, in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will say 
unto thee, The as,;es which thou wen test to seek are found: and, lo, thy father hath 
ldt the care of the asses, and taketh thought for you, saying, What shall I do for my 
son? Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and thou shalt come to the oak 3 
of Tabor, and there shall meet thee there three men going up to God to Beth-el, one 
carrying three kids, antl another carrying three loaves of bread, and another carrying 
a bottle of wine: and they will salute thee, and give thee two loaves of bread; which 
thou shalt rccei,·e of their hand. After that thou shalt come to the hill of God, where 
is the garrison of the Philistines: and it shall come to pass, when thou art come 
thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a band of prophets coming down from the 
high place with a p;altcry, and a timbrel, and a pipe, and a harp, before them; and 
they shall be prophesying: and the spirit of the LORD will come mightily upon thee, 6 
and thou shalt prophe;;y with them, ar:d shalt be turned into another man. And 
let it be, when these signs arc com, unto thee, that thou do as occasion ser\'c thee; 
for Goel is with thee. And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, behold, I 
will come down unto thee, to offer burnt oITerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace 
oITerings: se1·cn days shalt thou tarry, till I come unto thee, and shew thee what thou 
shalt do. And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God 9 
J.!:ave him another heart: and all those signs came to pass that day . 

. \nd IYhen they came thither to the hill, behold, a band of prophets met him; and 
the spirit of God carne miJ.!;htily upon him, and he prophesied among them. And it 
wme lo pas.s, when all that knew him beforetimc saw that, behold, he prophesied 
with tlw prophet>, then the people said one to another, What is this that is come unto 
the son of Kish? ls Saul also among the prophets? And one of the same place 12 

answered and said, And who is their father? Therefore it became a proverb, Is 
Saul also among the prophets? And when he had made an end of prophesying, he 
came to the high place. 

And Saul's uncle said unto him and to his servant, Whither went ye? And he 14 
mid, To seek the asses: and when we saw that they were not found, we came to 
Samuel. And Saul's uncle said, Tell me, I pray thee, what Samuel said unto you. 
Anrl Saul said unto his uncle, He told us plainly that the asses were found. Ilut 
: ,:icemin~ the matter of the kingdom, whereof Samuel spake, he told him not. 

.\nd Samuel called the people together unto the LORD to ~lizpah; and he said 17 
unto the children of Israel, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, I brouJ.!:hl up Israel 
out of E!-,')'pt, and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the 
hand of all the kingdoms that oppressed you: but ye have this day rejected your 
God, who himself savcth you out of all your calamities and your distresses; and ye 
ha\'e said unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now therefore present yourselves 
Lefore the LORD by your tribes, and by your thousands. So Samuel brought all 20 

the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was taken. And he brought the 
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tribe of Benjamin near by their families, and the family of the l\fatrites was taken: 
and Saul the son of Kish was taken; but when they sought him, he coul<l not be found. 
Therefore tlwy asker! of the LORD further, Is there yet a man to come hither? And 

23 the LoRD answerer!, Behold, he hath hid himself among the stuff. Anrl they ran 
and fetched him thence; and when he stood among the people, he was higher than 
any of the people from his shoulders and upward. And Samuel said to all tlie p·cople, 
Sec ye him whom the LORD hath chosen, that there is none like him among all the 
people? And all the people shoute,I, and said, Goel save the king. 

25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, and wrote it in a book, 
and lai<l it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent all the people away, every man 
to his house. And Saul also went to his house to Gibeah; and there went with him 
the host, whose hearts Goel had touched. But certain sons of Belia! said, How shall 
this man save us? And they despised him, and brought him no present. But he 
held his peace. 

11 Then Nahash the Ammonitc came up, and encamped against Jabesh-gilearl: 
and all the men of Jabesh said unto Nahash, Make a covenant with us, and we will 
serve thee. And Nahash the Ammonite said unto them, On this condition will I 
make it with you, that all your right eyes be put out; anrl I will lay it for a reproach 
upon all Israel. And the ciders of Jabesh said unto him, Give us seven days' respite, 
that we may send messengers unto all the borders of Israel: and then, if there be 

4 none to save us, we will come out to thee. Then came the messengers to Gibeah of 
Saul, and spake these words in the ears of the people: and all the people lifted up 
their voice, anrl wept. And, behold, Saul came following the oxen out of the field; 
and Saul said, What ailetb the people that they weep? And they told him the worrls 
of the men of Jabcsh. And the spirit of God came mightily upon Satil when he 

7 heard those words, and his anger was kindled greatly. And he took a yoke of oxen, 
and cut tliem in pieces, and sent them throughout all the borders of Israel by the hand 
of messengers, saying, Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so 
shall it be done unto his oxen. And the dread of the LORD fell on the people, and 
they came out as one man. And he numbered them in Bezek; and the children of 

9 Israel were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty thousand. Anrl 
they said unto the messengers that came, Thus shall ye say unto the men of Jabesh
gilcad, To-morrow, by the time the sun is hot, ye shall have deliverance. And the 
messengers came and told the men of Jabesh; and they were glad. Therefore the 
men of Jabcsh said, To-morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shaH do with us 

11 all that sccmeth good unto you. And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the 
people in three companies; and they came into the midst of the camp in the morning 
watch, and smote the Ammonites until the heat of the <lay: and it came to pass, 
that they which remained were scattered, so that two of them were not left together. 
And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said, Shall Saul reign over us? 
bring the men, that we may put them to death. And Saul said, There shall not a 
man be put to death this day: for to-day the LORD hath wrought deliverance in Israel. 

i4 Then said Samuel to the people, Come and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the 
kingdom there'. And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king 
before the LORD in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings 
before the LORD; and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 

12 And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened unto your voice in 
all that ye sairl unto me, and have made a king over you. And now, behold, the king 
walketh before you: and I am old and gray headed; and, behold, my sons are with 
you: and I have walked before you from my youth unto this day. Here I am: wit
ness against me before the LORD, and before his anointed: whose ox have I taken? 
or whose ass have I taken? or whom have I defrauded? whom have I oppressed? 
or of whose hand have I taken a ransom to blind mine eyes therewith? and I will 
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restore it you. And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither 
hast thou taken aught of any man's hand. And he said unto them, The LORD is 
witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that ye have not found aught 
in my hand. And they said, He is witness. And Samuel said unto the people, 
It is the LORD that appointed Moses and Aaron, and that brought your fathers up out 
of the land of Egypt. Now therefore stand still, that I may plead with you before 7 
thr LORD concerning all the righteous acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to 
your fathers. When Jacob )Yas come into Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the 
LLlRI\ then the LnRD sent l\Ioses and Aaron, who brought forth your fathers out of 
Egypt, and mad!' them to dwell in this place. But they forgat the LORD their God, 
and he sold them inlo the hand of Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and into the 
hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought 
against them. And they cried unto the LORD, and said, \Ve have sinned, because 10 

we ha Ye forsaken the LORD, and have ser\'ed the Baalim and the Ashtaroth: but now 
deJi,·er us out of lhe hand of our enemies, and we will serve thee. And the LORD 
sent Jeruhhaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the 
hand of your enemies on ewry side, and ye dwclled in safety. And when F saw that 
!\'ahash the king of the children of Ammon came against you, ye said unto me, Nay, 
but a king shall rei.~ over us: when the LORD your God was your king. Now there· 13 
fore behold the king whom ye ha\'e chosen, and whom ye have asked for: and, be
hold, the LORD hath set a king o\·er you. If ye will fear the LORD, and serve him, 
and hearken unto his rnicc, and not rebel against the ccmmandment of the LORD, 
and both ye and also the king that reigneth over you be followers of the LORD your 
God, well: hnt if ye will not hearken unto the voice of the LORD, but rebel against 15 
the commandment of the L<JRD, then shall the hand of the LORD be against you, as 
it was against your fathers. Now therefore stand still and see this grrat thing, 
which the LORD will do before your eyes. Is it not wheat han·est to-day? I will 
call unto the LoRn, that he may send thunder and rain; and ye shall know and see 
that your wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the'LoRD, in asking 
you a king. So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the LORD sent thunder and rain 18 
that day, and all the people greatly feared the LonD and Samuel. And all the people 
said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the LoRD thy God, that we die not: 
fur we have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask u;o a king. And Samuel said unto 
the people, Fear not: ye have indeed done all this evil: yet turn not aside from follow
ing the LORD, but serYc the LORD with all your heart, and turn ye not aside: for then 
should ye go after vain things which cannot profit nor deliver, for they are vain. 
J- m the Lo RD will not forsa kc his people for his great name's sake: because it hatl1 22 

pleased the Lmrn to make you a people unto himself. Moreover as for me, God 
forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for y0u: but I will in
struct you in the good and the right way. Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth 
with all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done for you. But if 
ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and your king. 

Saul was thirty years old when he began to reign; and he reigned two years over 13 
Israel. And Saul chose him three thousand men of Israel; whereof . 
two thousand were with Saul in l\lichmash r.nd in the mount of Beth-cl, ~1s1to1' S 1 
and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin: and the u 0 0 au. 
rest of the people he sent every man to his tent. 

And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the 3 
Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, 
Let the Hebrews hear. And all Israel heard sav that Saul had smillcn the garrison 
of the Philistines, and that Israel also was had in abomination with the Philistines. 
And the people were gathered together after Saul to Gilgal. 

2 59 



I Samuel -->a Old Testament History 

5 And the P.hilistines ~ssem bled themselves together to fight with Israel, thirty 
thousand chanots, and six thousand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on 
the sea shore in multitude: and they came up, and pitched in Michmash, eastward 
of Beth-aven. When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait, (for the people 
were distressed,) then the people did hide themselves in caves, and in thickets and 

7 in rocks, and in holds, and in pits. Now some of the Hebrews had gone over J~rdan 
to the land of Gad and Gilead; but as for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the 
people followed him trembling. 

And he tarried seven days, according to the set time' that Samuel had appointed: 
but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. And Saul 
said, Bring hither the burnt offering to me, and the peace offerings. And he oliered 

10 the burnt offering. And it came to pass that, as soon as he had mad~ an 2nd of 
·offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, 
that he might salute him. And Samuel said, What hast thou clone? And Saul said, 
Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camesl not within 
the days appointed, and that the Philistines assembled themselves together at Mich
mash; therefore said I, Now will the Philistines come clown upon me to Gilgal, and 
I have not intreated the favour of the LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered 

13 the burnt offering. And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast clone foolishly: thou hast 
not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for 
now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. Ilut now 
thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart, 
and the LORD hath appointed him to be prince over his people, because thou hast 

15 not kept that which the LORD commanded thee. And Samuel arose, and gat him 
up from Gilgal unto Gibeah of Benjamin. 

Story of the Raid on Michmash 
And Saul numbered the people that were present with him, about six hundred 

16 men. And Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the people that were present with them, 
abode in Geba of Benjamin: but the Philistines encamped in Michmash. And the 
spoilers came out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies: one company 
turned unto the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual: and another 
company turned the way to Beth-horon: and another company turned the way of 
the border that looketh down upon the valley of Zcboim toward the wilderness. 

19 Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel: fur the Philis-
tines said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears: but all the Israelites went 
down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man h!s share, and his coulter, and his 
axe, and his mattock; yet' they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and 
fer the forks, and for the axes; and to set the goads. So it came to pass in the clay 
of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people 
that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was 
there found. And the garrison of the Philistines went out unto the pass of l\lichmash. 

14 Now it fell upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young man 
that bare his armour, Come and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that is 
on yonder side. But he told not his father. And Saul abode in the uttermost parl 
of Gibeah under the pomegranate tree which is in Migron: and the people that were 
with him were about six hundred men; and Ahijah, the son of Ahitub, Ichabod's 
brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of the LORD in Shiloh, wearing 

4 an ephod. And the people knew not that Jonathan was gone. And between the 
passes, by which Jonathan sought to go over unto the Philistines' garrison, there was 
a rocky crag on the one side: and a rocky cra.g on the other side: and the name of 
the one was Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh. The one crag rose up on the 
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north in front of Michmash, and the other on the south in front of Geba. And 6 
Tona than said to the young man that bare his armour, Come and let us go over unto 
ihe garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for 
tlwre is no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few. And his armourbearer 
said unto him, Do all that is in thine heart: turn thee, behold I am with thee accord
ing to thy heart. Then saicl Jonathan, Behold, we will pass over unto the men, and 
1n· will discowr ourselves unto them. If they say thus unto us, Tarry until we come 9 
tn \'nu; then WL' will stanrl still in our place, and will not go up unto them. But 
if they say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up: for the LORD hath delivered 
them into our hand: and this shall be the sign unto us. And both of them discovered 
themscJ,·cs unto the garrison of the Philistines: and the Philistines said, Behold, the 
Hebrews come forth out of the holes where they had hicl thcmsel\"es. And the men 12 

uf the garrison an,;ll"crcd Jonathan and his annourbearer, and said, Come up to us,· 
and we will sh,•w you a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up 
after me: for the LORD hath deli,-cred them into the hand of Israel. And Jonathan 
climbecl up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his annourbearer after him: and 
they fell before Jr'n~than: and his armourhearer slew them after him. And that 14 
tir.-t slaughter, which Jonathan and his annourbearer made, was about twenly men, 
within as it were half a furrow's length in an acre of land. And there was a trembling 
in t!ic camp, in the field, and among all the p~ople; the garrison, and the spoilers, 
th,.,. al,;o trembled: ancl the earth quaked; so there was an exceeding great trembling . 
. \nd the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and, behold, the multitude 
melted awav, anrl thev went hither and thither. 

Then sa.id Saul unto the people that were with him, Number now, and see who 17 
is gnne from u~. .\nd when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armour
hcarer were not there. And Saul said unto Ahijah, Bring hither the ark of God. 
F"r the ark of God was there at that time with the children of Israel. And it came to 
p:i<<, while Saul talked unto the priest, that the tumult that was in the camp of the 
Philistines went on and increased: and Saul said unto the priest, 'Withdraw thine 
hanrl. And Saul and all the pec;plc that were with him were gathered together, and 20 

came to the battle: and, behold, every man's sword was against his fellow, and there 
wa' a very great discomfiture. Now the Hebrews that were with the Philistines as 
bdoretime; which went up with them into the camp from the country round about; 
nen the\" also turned to he with the Israelites that were with Saul and Tonathan. 
Likewise' all the men of Israel which had hid themselves in the hill country o(Ephraim, 
when they heard that the Philistines fled, even they also followed hard after them in 
tl.e battle. So the LORD saved Israel that day: and the battle passed over by Beth-
a Yen . 

. \nrl the men of Israel were distressed that day: but Saul adjurerl the people, 24 
sa:·ing, Cursed be the man that eateth any food until it be evening, and I be avenged 
on mine enemies. So none of the people tasted food. And all the people came into 
the forest; and there was honey upon the ground. And when the people were come 
unto the forest, behold, the honey clroppcd: but no man put his hand to his mouth; 
for the people feared the oath. But Jr,nathan heard not when his father charged the 27 

people with the oath: wherefore he put forth the end of the ro'i:l that was in his hanrl, 
and dipped it in the honeycomb, ·and put his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were 
enlightened. Then answered one of the people, and said, Thy father straitly charged 
the people with an oath, saying, Cursed i.Je the man that eatetl1 food this cby. And 
the people were faint. Then said Jon:tlhan, My lather hath troubled the land: sec, 29 
I pray you, how mine eyes have been enlightened, because I tasted a little of this 
honey. How much more, if haply the people had eaten freely to-day of the spoil 
of their enemies which they found? for now hath there been no great slaughter among 
the Philistines. And they smote of the Philistines that daY. from Mich mash to Aijalon: 
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and the people were very faint. And the people flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, 
and oxen, and calves, and slew them on the ground: and the people did eat them 

33 with the blood. Then they told Saul, saying, Behold, the people sin against the 
LORD, in that they eat with the blood. And he said, Ye have dealt treacherously: 
roll a great stone unto me this day. And Saul said, Disperse yourselves among the 
people, and say unto them, Bring me hither every man his ox, and every man his 
sheep, and slay them here, and eat; and sin not against the LORD in eating with the 
blood. And all the people brought every man his ox with him that night, and slew 

35 them there. And Saul built an altar unto the LORD: the same was the first altar that 
he built unto the LORD. And Saul said, Let us go down after the Philistines by 
night, and spoil them until the morning light, and let us not leave a man of them. 
And they said, Do whatsoever seemeth good unto thee. Then said the priest, Let us 
draw near hither unto God. And Saul asked counsel of God, Shall I go down after 
the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into the hand of Israel? But he answered 

38 him not that day. And Saul said, Draw nigh hither, all ye chiefs of the people: 
and know and see wherein this sin hath been this day. for, as the LORD liveth, 
which saveth Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die. But 
there was not a man among all the people that answered him. Then said he unto 
all Israel, Be ye on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side. 

41 And the people said unto Saul, Do what seemeth good unto thee. Therefore Saul 
said unto the LORD, the God of Israel, Shew the right. And Jonathan and Saul 
were taken by lot: but the people escaped. And Saul said, Cast lots between me 
and Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was taken. Then Saul said to Jonathan, 
Tell me what thou hast done. And Jonathan told him, and said, I did certainly 
taste a little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine hand; and, lo, I musl 

44 die. And Saul said, God do so and more also: for thou shalt surely die, Jonathan. 
And the people said unto Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought this great 
salvation in Israel? God forbid: as the LORD liveth, there shall not one hair of his 
head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought with God. this day. So the people 
rescued Jonathan, that he died not. Then Saul went up from following the Philis
tines: and the Philistines went to their own place. 

47 Now when Saul had taken the kingdom over Israel, he fought against all his 
enemies on every side, against Moab, and against the children of Ammon, and againsl 

History: 
Saul 

Edom, and against the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines: 
and whithersoever he turned himself, he vexed them. And he di<l 
valiantly, and smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel out of the 

hands of them that spoiled them. 
Family of Saul 

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, and 
lshvi, and Malchi-shua: and the names of 
his two daughters were these; the name of 
the firstborn Merab, and the name of the 
younger Michal: and the name of Saul's 

wife was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz: 
and the name of the captain of his host was 
Abner the son of Ner, Saul's uncle. And 5> 
Kish was the father of Saul; and Ner the 
father of Abner was the son of Abicl. 

52 And there was sore. war against the Philistines all the days of Saul: and when 
Saul saw any mighty man, or any valiant man, he took him unto him. 

Story of the Breach between Samuel and Saul 
15 And Samuel said unto Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee to be king over his 

people, over Ism.el: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the 
LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I have marked that which Amalek did to 
Israel, how he set himself against him in the way, when he came up out of Egypt. 
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Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them 
not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. 

And Saul summoned the people, and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred 4 
thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of Judah. And Saul came to the city of 
Amakk, and laid wait in the valley. And Saul said unto the Keniles, Go, depart, 
get you down from among the Amalekil"s, lest I destroy you with them: for ye 
shewed kindness lo all the children of Isr.i.d, when they came up out of Egypt. So 
the Kenitcs departed from among the Amalekites. And Saul smote the Amalekitcs, 7 
from Havilah as thou goest lo Shur, that is before Egypt. And he look Agag the 
king of the Amalekitcs alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the 
sword. But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the sheep, and of the 
oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly 
destroy them: but en~ry thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

Then came the word of the LORD unto Samuel, saying, It repenleth me that I rn 
have set up Saul lo be king: for he is turned back from following n:ie, and hath not 
performed my commandments. And Samuel was wroth; and he cried unto the 
LORD all night. And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning; and it was told 
Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carn1el, and, behold, he set him up a monument, and 
is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. And Samuel came to Saul: lJ 
and Saul said unto him, Blessed be thou of the LORD: I haw performed Lhe com
mandment of the LORD. And Samuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the 
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said, They 
ha,·e brought them from the Amalckites: for the people spared the best of the sheep 
and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly 
destroyed. Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and l will tell thee what the LORD 16 
hath said to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on. Ami Samuel said, 
Though thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the 
tribes of Israel? And the LORD anointed thee king o\·er Israel; and the LORD sent 
thee on a journey, <nd said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and 
fi!(ht against them until they be consumed. Wherciore then didst thou not obey the lg 
voice of the LORD, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst that which was evil in the sight 
of the LORD> And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I hav~ obeyed the voice of the LORD, 
and ha\'e gone the way which the LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of 
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekitcs. But the people took of the 
>[>Oil, sheep '"d oxen, the chief of the dernted things, to sacrifice unto the Lo1m 
thy God in Gilgal. And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt 22 

,,!Tcrings and sacrifices, as in obeying the rnice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is 
1Jt:tter than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the 
;in of wilcn:raft, anrl stubbornness is as idolatry and teraphim. Because thou hast 
rL·jected th., ·.vord o: t.1e LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. And 
Saul said unto Sa~nu~ .. I ha,·e sinned: for I have transgressed the commandment of 
the LORD, an<l Lhy words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their rnice. Now 25 
herefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship 
he LORD. And Samuel said unto Sau!, I will not return with thee: for thou hast 

n-jccted the word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king m·cr 
Israel. And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his 
robe, and it rent. And Samuel said unto him, The LORD hath rent the kingdom of 28 

brael from thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of thine, that is better 
than thou. And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent: for he is not a 
man, that he should repent. Then he said, I have sinned: yet honour me now, I 
pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before Israel, and turn again with me, 
that I may worship the LORD thy God. So Samuel turned again after Saul; and 
Saul worshipped the LORD. 
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32 Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag the king of the Amalekites.· And 
Agag came unto him delicately. And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is 
past. And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall thy 
mother be childless among women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the 
LORD in Gilgal. 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up lo his house to Gibeah of foul. 
And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death; for Samuel mourned 
for Saul: and the LORD repented that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

Story of the Anointing of David 
16 And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing l 

have rejected him from being king over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I 
will send thee to Jesse the Beth-lehemite: for I have provided me a king among his 
sons. And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me. And the 
LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LoRu. 

3 And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what theu shalt do: and thou 
shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee. And Samuel did that which the 
LORD spake, and came to Bcth-lehem. And the elders of the city came lo meet him 
trembling, and said, Comest thou peaceably? And he said, Peaceably: I am come 
to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. 

6 And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. And it came 
to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD'S 
anointed is before him. But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, 
or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him: for the Lo1m sceth not 
as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 'LoRD looketh 

8 on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. Anri 
he said, Neither hath tlie LORD chosen this. Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. 
And he said, Neither ha.th the LORD chosen this. And Jesse made seven of his sons 
to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, .The LORD hath not chosen 
these. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There 
rcmaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said 

r2 unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. Anrl 
he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful coun 
tenance, and goodly to look upop.. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this 
is he. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: 
and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. So 
Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 

Story of the Feud between Saul and David 
14 Now the spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the 

LORD troubled him. And Saul's servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit 
from God troubleth thee. Let our lord now command thy scrrnnts, which arc before 
thee, to seek out a man who is a cunning player on Lhc harp: and it shall come tn 
pass, when the evil spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play with his hanrl, 

17 and thou shalt be well. And Saul said unto his servants, Pro\·ide me now a man 
that can play well, and bring him to me. Then answered one of ti1c young men, 
and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bcth-lchemite, that is cunning in 
playing, and a mighty man of valour, and a man of war, and prudent in sp~cch, and 
a comely person, and the LORD is with him. \Vherefore Saul sent messengers unto 

20 Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which is with the sheep. And Jesse took 
an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent them by Dadd 
his son· unto Saul. And David came to Saul, and stood before him: and he loved 
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him greatly; and he became his armourbearer. And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let 22 

D111·id, I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favour in my sight. And 
it came to pass, when the el'il spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took the 
h~.rp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil 
spirit departed from him. 

Kow the Philis:ines gathered together their armies to battle, and they were gathered 17 
tog1·thN at Socoh, which belonge1h to Judah, and pitched between Socoh and Azekah, 
in Ephcs-damrnim. And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and 
pitched in the Yale of Elah, and set the battle in array against the Philistines. And 
the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the m0un
!:iin on the other side: and there was a valley bet\1·een them. And there went cut a 4 
ch:impion out of the ca;np of the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height 
was six cubits and a span. And he had an helmet of brass upon his head, and he 
wa..< clad with a rnal of mail; and Lhe weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of 
brass. And he had l.(rea1-c,; of brass upon his legs, and a javelin of hrass between 
his shoulc:lers. ,\nd the staff of his spear was like a weaver's beam; and his spear's 7 
head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and his shield-bearer went before him. 
And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why arc ye 
c,ime out to set your battle in arr:iy, am not I a Philistine, ancl ye servants to Saul? 
choose you a man for you, and let him come clown to me If he be able to fight 
with me, and kill me, then will we be your servants: but if I prevail against him, 
and kill him, th('n shall ye be our scn·ants, and ser\'e us. And the Philistine said, I 10 

defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight together. And 
when Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, 
and greatly afraid. 

'\"ow David \\'as the son of that Ephrathile of Bcth-lehem-judah, whose name was 
Jesse; and he had eight sons: and the man was an old man in the clays of Saul, 
stricken in years among men. And the three eldest sons of Jesse had gone after 13 
Saul to the battle: and the names of his three sons that went to the battle were Eliab 
the firotborn, and next unto him Aliinadab, and tile third Shammah. And David 
was the youngeiit: and the three eldest followed Saul. Now David went to and fro 
from Saul to feed his father's sheep at Beth-lehcm. And the Philistine drew near 
morning and evening, and presented himself forty days. 

And Jesse said unto Dal'id his son, Take now for thy brethren an ephah of this 17 

parched com, and thesi' ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to thy ur('thren; 
and bring these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and look how thy 
lircthn:n fare, and take their pledge. Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Jsrael, 
were in the vale of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. And David rose up early in 
the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, ancl took, and went, as Jesse had com
mander! him; and he came to the p:ace of the w1tgons, as the host which was going 
forth to the fi11:ht shouted for the battle. Anrl Israel and the Philistines put the battle 21 

in array, army against army. And David left his baggage in the hand of the keeper 
of the l1aggagc, and ran to the army, and·came and saluted his brethren. And as he 
talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath 
by name, out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words: 
and David heard them. Ancl all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled 24 
fmm him, ancl were sore afraid. And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man 
that is come up, surely to ddy Israel is he come up: and it shall he, tlmt the man 
who killcth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his 
daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel. And David spake to the men 
that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killcth this Philistine, 
and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, 
that he should defy the armies of the living God? And the people answered him 27 
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28 aflcr this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that killeth him. And Eliab 
his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled 
against David, and he said, Why art thou come down? and with ;vhom hast thou 
left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know lhy pride, and the naughtiness of 
thine heart; for thou art come clown that tho~1 might~st sec the battle. And David 

30 said, What have I now clone? Is there not a cause? And he turned away from 
him toward another, and spake after the same manner: and the people answered him 
again after the former manner. And when the words were heard which David spake, 
they rehearsed them before Saul; and he sent for him. And David said to Saul, 
Let no man's heart fail because of.him; thy servant will go and fight with this Phili'-

33 tine. And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight 
with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. And 
Da,·id said unto, Saul, Thy serrnnt kept his father's sheep; and when there came a 
lion, or a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock, I went out after him, and smote 
him, ancl delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him 

36 by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant smote both the lion and 
the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as 0:1e of them, seeing he hath 
defied the armies of the living God. And David said, The LORD that delivered me 
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out 
of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LonD shall be 
with thee. And Saul clad DaYid with his apparel, and he put an helmet of brass 

39 upon his head, and he clad him with a coat of mail. And David girded his sword 
upon his apparel,. and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And Da,·icl said 
unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. Ancl David put 
them off him. And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones 
out of the brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag which he had, even in his scrip; 
and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. 

4 1 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare 
the shield went before him. And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, 
he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and withal of a fair coun
tenance. And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a· dog, that thou comest to me 
with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the Philistine said 
to Da,·icl, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unlo the fowls of the air, and to the 

15 beasts of the field. Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a 
sword, and with a spear, and with a javelin: but I come to thee in the name of the 
Lo1m of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, which thou hast defied. Thisday 
will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine 
head from off thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this clay 
unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may 

47 know that there is a Goel in Israel; and that all this assembly may know that the 
Lmm saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD'S, and he will gi,·e 
you into our hand. And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and 
drew nigh lo meet David, that David hastened, and ran toward the a1my to meet 
the Philistine. And Dm·id put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and 
slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead; and the stone sank into his fore-

<;o head, and he fell upon his face to the earth. So David prevailed over the Philistine 
with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; hut there was 
no sword in the hand of David. Then David ran, and stood o\·er the Philistine, and 
took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his 
head therewith. And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they 

52 fled. And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the 
Philistines, until thou comest to Gai, and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded 
of the Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 
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And the children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they 
spoiled their camp. And David took the head of the Philistine, and brought it to 
Jerusalem; hut he put his am1our in his tent. 

:\nd when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, he said unto Abner, SS 
the captain of the host, Abner, whose son is this youth? And Abner said, As thy 
soul liveth, 0 king, I cannot tell. And the king said, Inquire thou whose son the 
,tripling is. :\nd as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took 
him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. And 
<;au! said to him, \\'hose son art thou, thou young man? And David answered, I 
am th~ son of thy servant Jesse the Beth-lehemite. And it came to pass, when he 18 
had made an end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the 
soul of David, and Jonathan lcved him as his own soul. And Saul took him that 
day, and would let him go no more home to his father's hot~~e. Then Jonathan and 
Da,·id made a con·nant, because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped 
himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his apparel, even to 
his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. And David went out whithersoever s 
~aul sent him, and heha\"Cd himself wisely: and Saul set him over the'men of war, 
and it was good in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's servants. 

And it came to pass as they came, when David returned from the slaughter of 
the Philistine, that the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, 
to meet king Saul, with timbrels, \Yilh joy, and with instrwnents of music. And the 7 
women sang one to another in their play, and said, 

Saul hath slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands. 

And Saul was very \Hoth, and this saying displeased him; and he said, They haves 
ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: 
and what can he have more but the kingdom? And Saul eyed David from that day 
and forward. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that an evil spirit from God came mightily 10 

upcn Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and David played with his 
hand, as he did day by day: and Saul had his spear in his hand. And Saul cast the 
spear; for he said, I will smite Da,·id en~n to the wall. And David avoided out of 
his presence twice. And Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with 
him, and was departed from Saul. Therefore Saul rel)'loved him from him, and 13 

made him his captain ol'er a thousand; and he went out and came in before the 
people. And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was with 
him. And when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he stood in awe of him. 
But all Israel and Judah loved David; for he went out and came in before them. 

And Saul said to Davirl, Behold, my elder daughter Merab, her will I gin thee ,7 
to wife: only be thou valiant for me, and fight the LORD'S battles. For Saul said, 
I .et not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be upon him. 
And Da,·id ,;aid unto Saul, Who am I, and what is my life, or my father's family in 
brae!, that I should lie son in law to the king? But it came to pass at the time when 
.\Ierab Saul's daughter should have been given to David, that she was given unto 
Adricl the l\leholathite to wife. And Mii:hal Saul's daughter loved David: and 20 

they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. And Saul said, I will give him her, that 
she may be a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him. 
Wherefore Saul sairl to David, Thou shalt this day be my son in law a second time. 
And Saul commanded his servants, saying, Commune with David secretly, and say, 
Behold, the king hath delight in thee, and all his servants love thee: now therefore 
be the king's son in law. And Saul's servants spake those words in the ears of David. 23 
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And Duvid said, Seemeth it t? yoti a light thing to be the king's son in law, seeing 
24 that I am a poor man, and lightly esteemed? And the servants of Saul told him 

s8_ying: On t~is manner spake David. And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to David'. 
The kmg desireth not any dowry, but an hundred foreskins of the Philistines to be 
avenged of the king's enemies. Now Saul thought to make David fall by th~ hand 
of the Philistines. And when his servants told David these words, it pleased David 

27 well to be the king's son in law. And the days were not expired; and David arose 
and went, he and his men, and slew of the Philistines two hundred men; and David 
brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full talc to the king, that he might 
be the king's son in law. And Saul gave him Michal his daughter to wife. And 
Saul saw ancl knew that the LORD wus with David; and Michal Saul's daughter 

29 loved him. And Saul was yet the more afra!d of David; and Saul was David's enemy 
continually. . 

Then the princes of the Philistines went forth: and it came to pass, as often as 
they went forth, that David behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of 
Saul; so that his name was much set by. 

19 And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should slay 
David. But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David. And Jonathan told 
David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to slay thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take 
heed lo thyself in the morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself: and I 
will go out and stand beside my father in the field where thou art, and I will commune 

4 with my father of thee; and if I see aught, I will tell thee. And Jonathan spake good 
of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin against his 
servant, against David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because his 
works have been to thee-ward very good: forhe put his life in his hand, and smote 
the Philistine, and the LORD wrought a great victory for all Israel: thou sawest it, 
and didst rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, lo slay David 

6 without a cause? And Saul hearkened unto the voice of fonathan: and Saul sware, 
As the LORD liveth, he shall not be put to death. And jonathan called Da\·id, and 
Jonathan shewed him all those things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and 
he was in his presence, as bcforetime. 

8 And there was war again: and David went out, and fought with the Philistines, 
and slew them with a great slaughter; and they fled before him. And an evil spiril 
from the Lmrn was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his spear in his hand; and 
David played with his hand. And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with 
the spear; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he smote the spear into 

11 the wall: ancl David fled, and escaped that night And Saul sent messengers unto 
David's house, to watch him, and lo slay him in the morning: and lHichal David's 
wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to-night, to-morrow thou shalt be slain. 
So Michal let David down through the window: and he went, and fled, and escaped. 
And :Michal took the teraphim, and laid it in the bed, and put a pillow of goats' hair 
at the heal! thereof, and covered it with the clothes. And when Saul sent messengers 

15 to take David, she said, He is sick. And Saul sent the messengers to sec DaYirl, 
saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may slay him. And when the mes
sengers came in, behold, the tcraphim was in the bed, with the pillow of goats' hair 
at the head thereof. Ancl Saul said unto l\Jichal, Why hast thou deceived me thus, 
and let mine enemy go, that he is escaped? And Michal answered Saul, He said 
unto me, Let me go; why should I kill thee? 

18 Now David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah, and told him all 
that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth. And 
it was told Saul, saying, Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. And Saul sent 
messengers to take David: and when they saw the company of the prophets prophesy
ing, and Samuel standing as head over them, the spirit of God came upon the mes-
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sen~·rs of Saul, and they also prophesied. And when it was told Saul, he sent other 
mc-ssengcrs, and they also prophesied. And Saul sent messengers again the third 
time, and they also propheoied. Then went he also to Ramah, and came to the 22 

great well that is in Sent: and he asked and said, Where are Samuel and David? 
And one said, Behold, they be at Naioth in Ramah. And he went thither to Naiotl1 
in Ramah: and the spirit of God came upon him also, and he went on, and prophesied, 
untli he came t0 ~aioth in Ramah. And he also stripped off his dorhes, and he also 
prophesi~d before Samuel, and lay down naked all that day and all that night. Where
fore they say, Is Saul also among the prophets? 

And David AL'd from Naioth in Ra:nah, and came and said before Jonathan, 20 
What have I done' what is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy father, 
that he s?eketh my life? And he said tmto !.i.n, God forbid; thou sb:iJt not die: 
behold, :ny father doeth nothing either great or small, but that he discloscth it unto 
me: and why should my father hide this thing from me? it is not so. And David 
s\\·are more01'cr, and said, Thy father knoweth well that l have found 11;race in thine 
eyes; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest '"' be grieved: but truly as the 
LnRD liwth, anti as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between n'e and death. Then 4 
said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even do it for thee. 
:\nd David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to-morrow is the new moon, and I should 
not [ail to sit with the king at meat: but let me go that I rni!Y hide myself in the field 
unto the third day at even. If thy fath"r tniss me at ali, then say, David earnestly 
a.;kcd leave of me that he might run to -Ueth-lehem his city:· for it is the yearly sacrifice 
tlwre for all the family. If he say thus, It is well; thy servant shall have peace: but 7 
if he be wroth, then know that evil is determined by him. Therefore deal kindly 
with thy sen·ant; for thou hast brought thy servant into a covenant of the LORD 
with thee: but if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for why shouldest thou 
bring me lo thy father? And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee: for if I should at 
all know that c\·il were determined by my father to come upon thee, then would not 
I tell it thee? Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me if perchance thy 10 

father answer thee roughly? And Jonathan said unto David, Come and let us go 
out into the field. And they went out both of them into the field. 

And Jonathan said unto DaviC:, The LORD, the God of Israel, be witness; when 
I ha,·e sounded my father about this time to-morrow, or the third day, behold, if there 
be good toward David, shall I not then send unto thee, and disclose it unto thee? 
The LoRn do so to Jonathan, and more also, should it please my father to do thee 13 
edl, if I disclose it not unto thee, and send thee away, that thou mayest go in peace: 
and the LORD be with thee, as he hath been with my father. And thou shalt not only 
while yet I Ji,·e shew me the kindness of the LoRn, that I die not: but also thou 
shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever. no, not when the LORD hath 
cut oIT the enemies of David e\·ery one from the face of the earth. So Jonatharr 16 
made a covenant with the house of David, saying, Arid the LoRD shall require it at 
tb hand of David's enemies. And Jonathan caused David to swear again, for the 
kve that he had to him: for he loved him ao lie loved his own soul. Then Jonathan 
said 1'.n[,J him, To-morrow is the new moon: aad thou shalt be missed, recausc thy 
sc~t will he empty. And when thou hast stayed three days, thou shalt go down 19 
qmckly, aP.d come to the place where thou didst hide thyself when the business was 
in hand, and shalt remain by the stone Ezel. And I will shoot three arrows on ti1e 
side thereof, as though I shot at a mark. And, behold, I will send the lad, saying, 
Go, find the arrows. If I say unto the lad, Behold, the arrows are on this side of 
thee: take them, and come; for there is peace to thee and no hurt, as the LORD 
liveth. But if I say thus unto the boy, Behold, the arrows are beyond thee: go thy 20 

way; for the LORD hath sent thee away. And as .touching the matter which thou 
and I have spoken of, behold, the LORD is between thee and me for ever. 
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21 So David hid himself in the field: and when the n~w moon was come, the king 
sat him down to eat meat. And the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even 
upon the seat by the wall; and Jonathan stood up, and Abner sat by Saul's side: 
but David's place was empty. Nevertheless Saul spake not any thing that day: 
for he thought, Something hath befallen him, he is not clean; surely he is not clean. 
And it came to pass on the morrow after the new moon, which was the second day, 
that David's place was empty: and Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore 

28 cometh not the son of Jesse to meat, neither yesterday, nor to-day? And Jonathan 
answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me to go to Beth-lchem: and he said, 
Let me g;), I pray thee; for our family hath a sacrifice in the city; and my brother, 
he hath commanded me to be there: and now, if I have found favour in thine eyes, 
let me get away, I pray thee, and see my brethren. Therefore he is not come unto 

30 the king's table. Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, ancl he said 
unto him, Thou son of a perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast 
chosen the son of Jesse to thine own shame, ancl unto the shame of thy mother's 
nakedness? for as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not 
be stablished, nor thy kingclom. Wherefore now send ancl fetch him unto me, for 

32 he shall surely die. Ancl Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him, 
Wherefore should he be put to death? what hath he done? And Saul cast his spear 
at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father 
to put David to death. So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did 
eat no meat the seconcl day of the month: for he was grieved for David, because his 
father had done him shame. 

And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the field at the 
36 time appointed with David, ancl a little lad with him. And he saicl unto his lad, 

Run, fine\ now the arrows which I shoot. Ancl as the lac\ ran, he shot an arrow 
beyond him. And when the lad was come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan 
had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad, an cl saicl, Is not the arrow beyond thee? And 
Jonathan cried after the lad, Make speecl, haste, stay not. And Jonathan's lad 
gathered up the arrows, and came to his master. But the lad knew not any thing: 
only Jonathan and David knew the matter. And Jonathan gave his weapons unto 

41 his lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to the city. And as soon as the lad was 
gone, David arose out of a place toward the South, and fell on his face to the ground, 
and bowed himself three times: and they kissed one another, and wept one with 
another, until David exceeded. And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, foras
much as we have sworn both of us in the name of the LORD, saying, The LORD shall 
be between me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed, for ever. And he arose 
and departed: and Jonathan went into the city.-

21 Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: ancl Ahimelech came to meet 
David trembling, and said unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee? 
And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king hath commanded me a busi
ness, and hath said unto me, Let no man know any thing of the business whereabout 
I send thee, and what I have commanded thee: ancl I have appointed the young men 

~to such and such a place. Now therefore what is under thine hand? give me five 
.oaves 0f bread in mine hand, or whatsoever there is present. And the priest answered 
David, and said, There is no common bread under mine hand, but there is holy bread; 
if only the young men have kept themselves from women. And David answered 
the priest, and said unto him, Of a truth women have been kept from us about these 
three days; when I came out, the vessels of the young men were holy, though it was 

6 but a common journey; how much more then to-day shall their vessels be holy? So 
the priest gave him holy bread: for there was no bread there but the shew bread, 
that was taken from before the LORD, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken 
away. Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before 
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the LORD; and his name was Doeg the Edomite, the chiefest of the henlmen that 
belonged to Saul. And David said unto Ahimelech, And is there nol here under a 
thine hand spear or sword? for I have neither brought my sword nor my weapons 
with me, because the king's business required haste. And the priesl said, The 
sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the rnle of Elah, behold, it is 
here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take il: for there 
i;; no other save Lhat here. And David said, There is none like that; give it me. 

And David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, and went to Achish the king 10 

ot Gath. And the servants of Achish said unto him, Is not this David the king of 
·f>~ land? did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, 

Saul hath slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands? 

And Da\·id laid up these words in his heart, and was sore afraid of Achish the king 12 

of Gath. And he changed his behaviour before them, and feigned himself mad in 
their hands, and scrabbled on the doors of the gate, and let his spittle fall down upon 
his beard. Then said Achish unto bis servants, Lo, ye see the man is mad: where
fore then haw ye brought him to me? Do I lack mad men, that ye have brought 
this fellow to play the mad man in my presence? shall this fellow come in lo my 
house? 

David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave of Adullam: and 22 
when his brethren and all his father's house heard it, they went down thither to him. 
And e\·ery one that was in distress, and every one that wa,; in debt, and every one 
that was discontented, galhered thernscl\'es unto him; and he became caplain o\'l'r 
them: and there were with him about four hundred men. 

And David went thence to l\Iizpeh of '.\Ioab: and he said unto the king of :\Ioab, 3 
Let my father and my rnothl"r, I pray thee, come forth, and be with you, till 1 know 
what God will do for me. And he. brought them before the king of l\Ioab: and they 
dwelt with him all the while that David was in the hold. And the prophet Gad said 
unto David, Abide not in the hold; depart, and get thee into the land of Judah. 
Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hereth. 

Arid Saul heard that David was discovered, and the men that were with him: 6 
now Saul was sitting in Gibeah, under the tamarisk tree in Ramah, with his spear 
in his hand, and all his sen·ants were standing about him. And Saul said unto his 
serrnnts that stood about him, Hear now, ye Benjamites; will the son of Jesse gi\'c 
every one of you fields and \'ineyards, will he make you all captains of thousands and 
captains of hundreds; that all of you have conspired against me, and there is none a 
that discloseth to me when my son maketh a league with the son of Jesse, and there 
is none of you that is sorry for me, or discloseth unto me that my son hath stirred up 
my serrnnt against me, to lie in wait, as at this day? Then answered Docg the 
Edomite, which stood by the sen·ants of Saul, and said, I saw the son of Jesse corning 
to :\ob, lo Ahimclech the son of Ahituh. And he inquired of the Lmrn for him, 
and ga1·e him \·ictuab, and gave him the sword of Goliath the l'hilisline. Then 11 

the king sent lo call Ahirnelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father's house, 
the priests that were in Nob: ~nd they came all of them lo the king. And Saul 
saiu, Hear now, thou son of Ahitub. And he answered, Herc I am, my lord. And 
?au! said unto him, \\'hy have ye conspired against me, thou and the son of ]<'ssc, 
m that thou hast gi1·en him bread, and a sword, and hast inquired of God for him, 
that he should rise against me, to lie in wait, as at this day? Then Ahimclcrh an- q 
swered the king, and said, And who among all thy servants is so faithful as Da\·id, 
which is the king's son in law, and is taken into thy council, and is honourable in 
thine house? Have I to-day begun to inquire of God for him? be it far from me: 

271 



I Samuel -IS Old Testament History 

let not the king impute any thing unto his servant, nor to all the house of my father: 
r6 for t\:J.y servant knoweth nothing of all this, less or more. And the king said, Thou 

shalt surely die, Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father's house. And the kinrr said 
unto the guard that stood about him, Turn, and slay the priests of the Lon;; be
cause their hand also is with David, and because they knew that he fled, and did 
not disclose it to me. But the servants of the king would not put forth their hand 

18 to fall upon the priests of the LORD. And the king said to Doq~, Turn thou, and 
fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Eclomitc turned, and he fell upon the priests, 
and he slew on that clay fourscore and five persons that did wear a linen ephod. 
And Nob, the city of the priests, smote he with the edge of the sword, both men and 
women, children and sucklings, and oxen and asses and sheep, with the edge of the 
sword. And one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, 

21 escaped, and fled after David. And Abiathar told David that Saul had slain the 
LORD'S priests. And David said unto Abiathar, I knew on that day, when Doeg 
the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul: I have qccasioned the death 
of all the persons of thy father's house. Abide thou with me, fear not; for he that 
sceketh my life seeketh thy life: for with me thou shalt be in safeguard. 

23 And they told David, saying, Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah, 
and they rob the threshing-l1oors. Therefore David inquired of the Lonn, saying, 
Shall I go and smite these Philistines? And the LORD said unto David, Go, and 
smite the Philistines, and save Kcilah. And David's men said unto him, Behold, 
we be afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we go to Keilah against the 

4 armies of the Philistines? Then David inquired of the Lonn yet again. And the 
LORD answered him and said, Arise, go down to Keilah; for I will deliver the Philis
tines into thine hand. And David and his men went to Keilah, and fought with the 
Philistines, and brought away their cattle, and slew them with a great slaughter. 
So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. 

6 And it came to pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, 
that he came down with an ephod in his hand .. And it was told Saul that David 
was come to Keilah. And Saul said, God hath delivered him into mine hand; for 
he is shut in, by entering into a town that hath gates and bars. And Saul summoned 

9 all the people to war, to go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men .. And 
David knew that Saul devised mischief against him; and he said to Abiathar the 
priest, Bring hither the ephod. Then said David, 0 Lonn, the God of Israel, thy 
servant hath surely heard that Saul seeketh to come to Keilah, to destroy the city 
for my sake. Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his hand? will Saul come 
down, as thy servant hath heard? 0 LORD, the God of Israel, I beseech thee, tell 

12 thy servant. And the LORD said, He will come down. Then said David, Will the 
men of Keilah deliver up me and my men into the hand of Saul? And the LORD 
said, They will deliver thee up. Then David and his men, which were about six 
hundred, arose and departed· out of Keilah, a.nd went whithersoever they could go. 
And it was told Saul that David was escaped from Keilah; and he forbare lo go 
forth. 

1 4 And David abode in the wilderness in the strong holds, and remained in the hill 
country in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God delivered 
him not into his hand. And David saw that Saul was come out to seek his life: and 
David wa.s in the wilderness of Ziph in the wood. And Jonathan Saul's son arose, 

17 and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God. And he said 
unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find thee; and thou 
shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my father 
knoweth. And they two made a covenant before the LORD: and David abode in 
the wood, and Jonathan went to his house. Then came up the Ziphites to Saul lo 
Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide himself with us in the strong holds in the 
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wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of the desert? Now therefore, 20 

0 king, come down, according to all the desire o[ thy soul to come down; and our 
part shall be to deliver him up into the king's hand. A!'d Saul said, Blessed be ye 
of the LoRn; for ye have had compassion on me. Go, I pray you, make yet more 
sure, and know afld see his place where his haunt is, and who hath seen him there: 
for it is told me that he dealeth very subtilly. See therefore, and take knowledge o[ 23 
all the lurking places where he hideth himself, and come ye again to me of a certainty, 
and I \\"ill go with yon: and it shall come to pass, if he be in the land, that I will 
"earch him out among all the thousands of Judah. And they arose, and went to 
Ziph hefore Saul: but David and his men were in the wilderness of Maon, in the 
Ar:ibah on the south of the desert. And Saul and his men went to seek him. And 25 
the\" told David: wherefore he came down to the rock, and abode in the wilderness 
of '.\Iaon. And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David in the wilderness of · 
'.\kon. And Saul went on this side of the mountain, and David and his men on that 
side of the mountain: and David made haste to get away for fear of Saul; for Saui 
and his men compa3sed David and his men round about to take them. But there 27 
came a messeng<'r unto Saul, saying, Haste thee, and come; for the Philistines have 
made a raid upon the land. So Saul returned from pursuing after David, and went 
against the Philistines: therefore they called that place Sela-hammahlekoth. And 
Da1·id went up from thence, and dwelt in the strong holds of En-gedi. 

And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following the Philistines, that 24 
it \\·as told him, saying, Behold, David is iR the wilderness of En-gedi. Then Saul 
took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and went to seek David and his 
men upon the rocks of the wild goats. And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, 
"·here \\·as a caw; and Saul went in to cover his feet. Now David and his men 
were abiding in the innermost parts of the cave. And the men of David said unto 4 
him, Behold, the day of which the LoRD said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine 
enemy into thine hand, and thou shalt do to him as it shall seem good unto thee. 
Then Da1·irl arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily. And it came to pass 
afterward, that Da,·id's heart smote him, because he had cut off Saul's skirt. And 
he said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my lord, the 
LoRn's anointed, to put forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the LORD'S anointed. 
Sn Da1·id checked his men with these words, and sufTered Lhem not to rise against 7 
Saul. And Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his way. David abo arose 
afterward, and went out of the caw, and cried after Saul, saying, l\ly lord the king . 
. -\nd when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his fo.ce to the earth, and did 
obeisance. And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearkenest thou to men's words, 
saying, Behold, Da1·id seeketh thy hurt? Behold, this doy thine eyes have seen 10 

how that the LORD had delivered thee to-day into mine hand in the cave: and some 
bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will not put forth mine 
hand aga;n,;t my lord, for he is the LORD'S anointed. l\loreover, my father, see, 
yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, 
anci killed thee not, know thou anrl see that there is neither evil nor transgression in 
mine hand, and I ha1·e not sinned against thee, though thou huntest after my soul 
lo take it. The LoRD judge between me and thee, and the LORD avenge me of thee: 12 

hut mine hancl shall not be upon thee. As saith the proverb of the ancients, Out 
of the wicked cometh forth wickedness: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. After 
whom is the king of Israel come out' a[ter whom dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, 
after a Rea. The LORD therefore he judge, and give sentence between thee and me, 
and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand. And it came to 16 

pass, when David had made an end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul 
said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. And 
he said to DaYirl, Thou art more righteous than I: for thou hast rendered unto me 

T 2D 



I Samuel ->8 Old Testament History 

good, whereas I have rendered unto thee evil. And thou hast declared this day how 
that thou has.t dealt well with me: forasmuch as when the LORD had delivered me up 

19 into thine hand, thou killedst me not. for if a man find his enemy, will he let him 
go well away? wherefore the LORD reward thee good for that thou has': clone unto 
me this day. And now, behold, I know that thou shalt surely -be king, and that 
the kinp;dom of Israel shall be established in thine hand. Swear now therefore unto 
me by the LORD, that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and that thou wilt not 
destroy my name out of my father's house. And David sware unto Saul. And S2.ul 
went home; but David and his men gat them up unto th.· hold. 

5 And Samuel died; and all Israel gathered themselves together, and lamented 
him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went down to 
the wilderness of Paran. 

And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man 
was very great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was 

3 shearing his sheep in Carmel. Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the 
name of his wife Abigail: and the woman was of good understanding, and of a 
beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he 
was of the house of Caleb. And David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did 
shear his sheep. And David sem ten young men, and David said unto the young 

6 men, Get you up to Carmel, and go lo Nabal, and greet him in my name: and thus 
shall ye say lo him that liveth in prosperity, Peace be both unto thee, and peace be 
to thine house, and peace be unto all tbat thou hast. And now I have heard that 
thou hast shearers: thy shepherds have now been with us, and we did them no hurt, 
neither was there aught missing unto them, all the while they were in Carmel. Ask 
thy young men, and they will tell thee: wherefore let the young men find favour in 
thine eyes; for we come in a good day: gi,·e, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine 

9 hand, unto thy servants, and to thy son David. And when David's young men 
came, they spake to Nabal according to all those words in the name of David, and 
ceased. And Nabal answered David's servants, and said, Who is David, and who 
is the son of Jesse? there be many servants now a days that break away every man 
from his master. Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that I 
have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men of whom I know not whence they 

12 be? So David's young men turned on their way, and went back, and came and told 
him according to all these words. And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every 
man his sword. And they girded on every man his sword; and David also girded 
on his sword: and there went up after David about four hundred men; and two 
hundred abode by the stuff. 

14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying, Behold, David sent 
messengers out of the wilderness to salute our master; and he flew upon them. But 
the men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we anything, 
as long as we were con\'ersant with them, when we were in the fields: they were a 
wall unto us both by night and by day, all the while we were with them keeping the 

l? sheep. Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined 
against our master, and against all his house: for he is such a son of Belia!, that one 
cannot speak to him. Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and 
two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, 
and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on 

19 asses. And she said unto her young men, Go on before me; behold, I come after 
you. But she told not her husband Nabal. And it was so, as she rode on her ass, 
and came down by the covert of the mountain, that, behold, David and his men 
came clown against her; and she met them. Now David had said, Surely in vain 
have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of 

22 all that pertained unto him: and he hath returned me evil for good. God do so unto 
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the enemies of David, and more also, if I leave of all that pertain to him by the morn
ing light so much as one man child. And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and 23 
lighted off her ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground. 
And she fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me be the iniquity: and 
let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine ears, and hear thou the words of 
thine handmaid. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belia!, even 25 
Nabal: for as his name is, so is he; 'Nabal' is his name, and 'folly' is with him: 
hut I thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send. 
Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the LORD 
hath withholden t11ee from bloodguiltiness, and from a\·enging thyself with thine 
own hand, now therefore let thine enemies, and them that seek evil lo my lord, be 
as Nabal. And now this present which thy servant hath brought unto my lonj, let 2 7 
it be gi\·en unto the young men that follow my lord. Forgive, I pray thee, the tres
pass of thine handmaid: for the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house, 
because my lord Jighteth the battles of the LORD; and evil shaff not be found in 
thee all thy days. And though man be risen up to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul, 
yet the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the LORD thy God; 
and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as from the hollow of a sling. 
And it shall come to pass, when the LORD shall have done to my lord according to 30 
all the good that he hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee 
prince over Israel; that this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my 
lord, either that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged him
self: and when the LORD shall have dealt well with my lord, then remember thine 
handmaid. And Davirl said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 32 

which sent thee this day to meet me: and blessed be thy wisdom, and lilessed be 
thou, which hast kept me this day from bloodguiltiness, and from a\·enging myself with 
mine own hand. For in very deed, as the LORD, the God of Israel, liveth, which hath 
withholden me from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and cc'lle lo meet me, 
surely there had not been left unto Nabal by the morning light so much as one man 
child. So David received of her hand that which she had brought him: and he said 35 
unto her, Go up in peace to thine house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have 
accepted thy person. 

And Abigail came to Nabal; anrl, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the 
feast of a king; and Nabal's heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken: 
wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, until the morning light. And it came 
to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, that his wife told 
him these things, and his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. And it 3t: 

came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died. And 
when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the LORD, that hath 
pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept back his 
ser\'ant from e\·il: and the evil-doing of Nabal hath the Lmrn returned upon his own 
head. And David sent and spake concerning Abigail, to take her to him lo wife. 
And when the sen·ants of r>avid were come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake unto 
her, saying, Da\'id hath sent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wife. And she .p 
arr,se, and bowed herself with her face to the earth, and said, Behold, thine hanrl
mairl is a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. Anrl Abigail hasted, 
and arose, and rorlc upon an ass, with five damsels of hers that followed her; and 
she went after the messengers of David, and became his wife. David also took 
Ahinoam of Jezrecl; and they became both of them his wives. Now Saul had given 
l\Iichal his daughter, David's wife, to Palti the son of Laish, which was of Gallim. 

And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide him- 26 
self in the hill of Hachilah, which is before the desert? Then Saul arose, and went 
down to the wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel with 
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him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, 
which is before the desert, by the way. Ilut David abode in the wilderness, and he 

4 saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness. David therefore sent out spies, 
and understood that Saul was come of a certainty. And David arose, and came to 
the place where Saul had pitched: and DaYid beheld the place where Saul lay, and 
Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his host: and Saul lay within the place of the 
wagons, and the people pitched round about him. Then answered David and said 
to Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying, 
Who will go down with me to Saul to the camp? And Abishai said, I will go dmrn 

7 with thee. So Da\·id and Abishai came lo the people by night: and, behold, Sal!! 
lay ~!~eping within the place of the wagons, with his spear stuck in the ground at l1is 
head: and A•mer and the people lay round about him. Then said Abishai to Davie!, 

.Goel hath deli\·ered up thine enemy into thine hand this day: now therefore let me 
smite him, 1 pray thee, with the spear to the earth at one stroke, and I will not smite 
him the second time. And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can 

IO put forth his hand against the Lo1rn's anointed, and be guiltless? And David said, 
As the L01rn liveth, the LORD shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he 
shall go down into batlle, and perish. The LORD forbid that I should put forth 
mine hand against the LORD'S anointed: but now take, I pray thee, the spear that is 
at his head, and the cruse of water, and let us go. So David took the spear and the 
cruse of water from Saul's head; and they gat them away, and no.man saw it, nor 
knew it, neither did any awake: for they were all asleep; because a deep sleep from 
the LORD was fallen upon them. 

13 Then David went over lo the other side, and s!Jod on the top of the mountain 
afar off; a great space being between them: and David cried to the people, and to 
Abner the son of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, Abner? Then Abner answered 
and said, Who art thou that criest to the king' And David said to Almer, Art not 
thou a valiant man? and who is like to thee in Israel? wherefore then hast thou not 
kept watch OYer thy lord the king? for there came one of the people in to destroy 

r6 the king thy lord. This thing is not good that thou hast done. As the LoRD li\·eth, 
ye are worthy to <lie, because ye have not kept watch over your lord, the LoRn's 
anointed. And now, see, where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water that was 
at his head. And Saul knew David's rnice, and said, Is this thy voice, my son 
David> And DaYid said, It is my voice, my lord, 0 king. And he said, Wherefore 
doth my lord pursue after his servant? for what have I done? or what evil is in mine 

19 hand? !'\ow therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king hear the words of his sen'ant. 
If it be the LORD that hath stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering: 
but if it be the children of men, cursed be they before the LORD; for they have driven 
me out this <lay that I should not cleave unto th~ inheritance of the LoRD, saying, 
Go, sen'c othe; gods. Now therefore, let not my biood fall to the earth away from 
the presence of the LORD: for the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when 

21 one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains. Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, 
my S8'1 DaYid: for I will no more do thee hann, because my life was precious in 
thine Pycs this day: behold, I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. And 
DaviC: '.lllswered and said, Behold the spear, 0 king' let then one of the young men 
come over and fetch it. And the LORD shall render to every man his righteousness 
and his faithfulness: forasmuch as the LORD delivered thee into my hand to-day, and 

24 I would not put forth mine hand against the LoRn's anointed. And, behold, as thy 
life was much set by this day in mine eyes, so let my life be much set by in the eyes 
of the LORD, and let him deliwr me out of all tribulation. Then Saul said to David, 
Blessed be thou, my son D~vid: thou shalt both do mightily, and shalt surely pre
vail. So David went his way, and Saul returned to his place. 

27 And David said in his heart, I shall n"w perish one day by the hand of Saul: 
276 



Period of the Judges 94-- I Samuel 

there is nothing better for me than that I should escape into the land of the Philis
tines; and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in all the borders of Israel: 
so shall I escape out of his hand. And David arose, and passed over, he and the six z 
hmHlred men that were with him, unto Achish the son of J\faoch, kir.g of Gath. 
_.\nd Da,·id dwrlt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his household, 
even David with his two wi\•es, Ahinoa.m the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitcss, 
Nabal's wife. And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath: and he sought no 
more again for him. 

And David said unto Achish, If now I have found grace in thine eyes, let them 5 
give me a place in one of the cities in the country, that I may dwell there: for \\hy 
should thy sen·ant dwell in the royal city with thee? Then Achish gave him Ziklag 
that <lay: wherefore Ziklag perlaineth unto the kings of Judah unto this day. 

And the number of the days that David dwelt in the country of the PhiEs!incs 7 
was a full year and four months. And David and his men went up, and made a raid 
uµon the Geshurites, and the Girzites, and the Amalckites: for those nations were 
the inhabitants of the land, which were of old, as thou goc:;t to Shur, even unto the 
land of Egypt. And David smote the land, and saved neither man nor woman alive, 
and took away the sheep, and th~ oxen, and the asses, and the camels, and the ap
parel; and he returned, and came to Achish. And Achish said, Whither have ye ro 
made a raid to-day? And David said, Against the South of Ju<l:>h, and against the 
South of the Jeraluneelites, and against the South of the Kenites. And David ;;avcd 
neither man nor woman alive, to bring them to Gath, saying, Lest thcy should tdl 
on us, saying, So <lid Da,·id, and so hath been his manner all the while he hath dwelt 
in the country of the Philistines. And ,\chish belkYed David, saying, He hath made 
his people Israel ullerly lo a\Jhor him; therefore he shall be my scrrnnt for ever . 

• .\nd it came to pass in those days, that the Philistines gathered thcir hosts together 28 
for warfare, to fight with Isracl. And Achish said unto David, Know thou assuredly, 
that thou shalt go out with me in the host, thou and thy men. And David said lo 
Achish, Therefore thou shalt know what thy servant will do. And Achish said lo 
David, Therefore will I make thee keeper of mine head for ever. 

[Continued below, page 278. 

Story of the Witch of En-dor 
Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in 3 

Ramah, evcn in his own city. And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, 
and the wizards, out of the land. And the Philistines gathered themselves together, 
and came and pitched in Shunem: and Saul gathered all Israel together, and they 
pitched in Gilboa. And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, 
and his heart trembled greatly. And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD 
answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. Then said 7 
Saul unto his serrnnts, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go 
to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman 
that hath a familiar spirit at En-dor. And Saul disguised himself, and put on other 
raiment, and went, he and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night: 
and he said, Divine unto me, I pray thee, by the familiar spirit, and bring me up 
whomsoe,·cr I shall name unto thee. And the woman said unto him, Behold, thou 9 

knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, 
and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare for my ijfe, to 
cause me to <lie' And Saul sware to hPr by the LORD, saying, As the LORD liveth, 
there shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing. Then said the woman, 
Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel. And w~en 12 

the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to Saul, 
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13 saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. And Lhe king said unto 
her, Be not afraid: for what seest thou? And the woman said unto Saul, I see a 
god coming up out of the earlh. And he said unto her, What form is he of? And 
she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a robe. And Saul perceived 
Llrnt it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground, and did obeisance. 

15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And 
Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and 
Goel is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by 
dreams: .therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what 
I shall do. And Samuel said, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD 

17 is departed from thee, and is become thine acl\'ersary? And the LORD hath wrought 
for himself, as he spake by me: and the Lmrn hath rent the kingdom out of thine 
hand. and given it to thy neighbour, even to David. Because thou obeyedst not Lhe 
voice of the LORD, and didst not execute his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore 
hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day. Moreover the LORD will deliver 
Israel also with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to-morrow shalt thou and 
thy sons be with me: the Lo1rn shall deliver the host of Israel also into the hand 

20 of the Philistines. Then Saul fell straightway his full length upon the earth, and 
was sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel: and there was no strength in him; 
for he had eaten no bread all the day, nor all the night. And the woman came unto 
Saul, and saw that he was sore troubled, and said unto him, Behold, thine hand
maid hath hearkened unto thy voice, and I have put my life in my hand, and have 

22 hearkened unto thy words which thou spakest unto me. Now therefore, I pray thee, 
hearken thou also unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set a morsel of bread 
before thee; and eat, that thou mayest have strength, when thou goest on thy way. 
But he refused, and said, I will not eat. But his servants, together with the woman, 
constrained him; and he hearkened unto their voice. So he arose from the earth, 

24 and sat upon the bed. And the woman had a fatted calf in the house; and she 
hasted, and killed it; and she took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake unleavened 
bread thereof: and she brought it before Saul, and before his servants; and they 
did eat. Then they rose up, and went away that night. 

The Feud between Saul and David (continued) 
29 Now the Philistines gathered together all their hosts to Aphek: and the Israelites 

pitched by the fountain which is in Jezreel. And the lords of the Philistines passed 
on by hundreds, and by thousands: and David and his men passed on in the rear
ward with Achish. Then said the princes of the Philistines, What do these Hebrews 
here? And Achish said unto the princes of the Philistines, Is not this David, the 
servant of Saul the kinp; of Israel, which hath been with me these days or these years, 

4 and I have found no fault in him since he fell away unto me unto this day? But 
the princes of the Philistines were wroth with him; and the princes of the Philistines 
said unto him, l'lfake the man return, that he may go back to his place where thou 
hast appointed him, and let him not go down with us to battle, lest in the battle he 
become an adversary to us: for wherewith should this fellow reconcile himself unto 

s his lord? should it not be with the heads of these men? Is not this David, cf whom 
they sang one to another in dances, saying, 

Saul hath slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands? 

6 Then Achish called David, and said unto him, As the LORD liveth, thou hast been up
right, and thy going out and thy coming in with me in the host is good in my sight: 
for I have not found evil in thee since the day of thy coming unto me unto this day: 
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nevertheless the lords fa1·our thee not. Vvherefore now return, and go in peace, that 7 
thou displease not the lords of the Philistines. And David said unto Achish, But 
what have I done? and what hast thou found in thy servant so long as I have heen 
before thee unto this day, that I may not go and fight against the enemies of my 
lord the king> And Achish answered and said to David, I know that thou art good 9 
in my sight, as an angel of God: notwithstanding the princes of the Philistines have 
said, He shall not go up with us to the battle. Wherefore now rise up early in the 
morning with the scn·ants of thy lord that are come with thee: and as soon as ye be 
up early in the morning, and ha1·e light, depart. So David rose up early, he and his 
men, to depart in the morning, to return into the land of the Philistines. And the 
Philistines went up to Jezreel. 

And it came to pass, when David and his men were come to Ziklag on the third 30 
day, that the Amalekites had made a raid upon the South, and upon Ziklag, and 
had smitten Zikbg, and burned it with fire; and had taken captive the women and 
all that were therein, both small and great: they slew not any, hut carried them off, 
and went their way. And when David and his men came to the rity, behold, it was 
burned with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, were taken 
captives. Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and 4 
wept, until they had no more power to weep. And David's two wives were taken 
capti1·es, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nahal the Carmelitc. 
And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the 
soul of all thr people was gric1·ed, e1·ery man for his sons and for his daughters: but 
Da1·id strengthened himself in the LORD his God. 

And Da1·icl said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, I pray thee, bring 7 
me hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. And 
David inquired of the LORD, saying, If I pursue after this troop, shall I overtake 
them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and 
shalt without fail recover all. So David went, he and the six hundred men that 
were with him, and came to the brook Bcsor, where those that were left behind stayed. 
But David pursued, he and four hundred men: for two hundred stayed behinrl, ro 
which were so faint that they could not go 01·er the brook Besor: and they found 
an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to Dal'icl, and gave him bread, and he 
did eat; and they gave him water to drink: and they gave him a piece of a cake of 
figs, and two clusters of raisins; and when he had eaten, his spirit came again to him: 
for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water three clays and three nights. And 13 
Da1·icl said unto him, To whom belongest thou? and whence art thou? And he 
said, I am a young man of Egypt, servant to an Amalekite; and my master left me, 
because three days agone I fell sick. We made a raid upon the South of the Chere
thites, and upon that which belongeth to J urlah, and upon the South of Caleb; and 
we burned Ziklag with fire. And David said to him, Wilt thou bring me clown to this 15 
troop? And he said, Swear unto me by Goel, that thou wilt neither kill me, nor 
deli1·er me up into the hands of my master, and I will bring thee down to this troop. 
And when he had brought him down, beholrl, they were spread abroad over all the 
ground, eating and drinking, and feasting, because of all the great spoil that they 
had taken out of the land of thr Philistines, and out of the land of Judah. And 17 

Da1·id smote them from the twilight even unto the evening of the next day: and there 
escaped not a man of them, sal'e four hundred young men, which rode upon camel.< 
and fled. And David recovered all that the Amalekites had taken: and David rescued 
his two wives. And there was nothing lacking to them, neither sma11 nor greal, 
neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that they had taker. to them: 
David brought back all. And David took all the flocks and the herds, which they 20 

drave before those other cattle, and said, This is David's spoil. 
And David a.,; "' •h., two hundred men, which were so faint that they could 
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not follow David, whom also they had made to abide at the brook Bcsor: and they 
went forth lo meet David, apd to meet the people that were with him: and when 

22 David came near lo the people, he saluted them. Then answered all the wicked men 
and men of Belia!, of those that went with David, and said, llecause they went not 
with us, we wrn not give them aught of the spoil that we have recovered, save to every 
man his wife and his children, that they may lead them away, and depart. Then said 
David, Ye shall not do so, my brethren, with that which the LORD hath given unto 
us, who hath preserved us, and delivered the troop that came against us into our 

24 hand. And who will hearken unto you in this matter? for as his share is that goelh 
clown lo the battle, so shall his share be that tarrieth by the stutT: they shall share 
alike. .-\nd it was so from that day forward, that he made it a statute and an ordi
nance for Israel, unto this day. 

26 And when David came to Ziklag, he sent of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, 
even to his friends, saying, Behold a prrsenl for you of the spoil of the enemies of 
the LoRn; to them which were in Beth-el, and to them which were in Ramoth of 
the South, and to them which were in Jattir; and to them which were in Aroer, and 

29 to them which were in Siphmoth, and to them which were in Eshtemoa; and to them 
which were in Racal, and to them which were in the cities of the Jerahmcclitcs, and 
to them which were in the cities of the Kenites; and lo them which were in Honnah, 
and to them which were in Cor-ashan, and to them which were in Athach: and to 
them which were in Hebron, and lo all the places where David himself and his men 
were wont to haunt. 

31 Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel 11ed from before 
the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed 
hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadah, 
and l\1alchi-shua, the sons of Saul. And the battle went sore against Saul, and the 

4 archers overtook him; and he was greatly distressed by reason of the archers. Then 
said Saul to his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; 
lest these uncircw11ciscd come and thrust me throui:h, and abuse me. But his armour
bearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took his sword, and fell 
upon it. And when his annourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise fell upon 

6 his sword, and died with him. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his annour
bearer, and all his men, that same day together. And when the men of Israel that 
were on the other side of the valley, and they that were bl"yond Jordan, saw that 
the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they for>ook the cities, 
and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

8 And it came lo pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, 
that they found Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they cut off 
his head, and stripped off his am10ur, and sent into the land of the Philistines round 
about, to carry the tidings unto the house of their idols, and to the people. And they 
put his am10ur in the house of the Ashtaroth: and they fastened his body to the 

n wall of Beth-shan. And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard concerning 
him that which the Philistines had done to Saul, all the Yalianl men arose, and went 
all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth
shan; and they came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they took their bones, 
and buried them under the tamarisk tree in Jabesh, and fasted sewn days. 

l And it came to pass after the death of Saul, when Da\'id was rl"lurned from the 
slaughter of the Amalekites, and Da\'id had abode two days in Ziklag; it came e\·cn 
to pass on the third day, that, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with 
his clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and so it was, when he came lo Da\·id, 
that he fell to the earth, and did obeisance. And David said unto him, From whence 

4 comest thou? And he said unto him, Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped. And 
Da\'id said unto him, How went the matter? I pray thee, tell me. And he answered, 
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The people are fled from the battle, and many of the people also are fallen and dead; 
and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also. And David said unto the young mans 
that told him, Bow knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan his son be dead? And 
the young man that told him said, As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, 
behold, Saul leaned upon his spear; and, lo, the chariots and the horsemen followed 
hard after him. And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called unto me. 7 
And I answered, Here am I. And he said unto me, Who art: thou? And I answered 
him, I am an .\malekite. And he said unto me, Stand, I pray thee, beside me, and 
,Jay me, :or anguish hath taken hold of me; because my life is yet whole in me. 
So I stocd beside him, and slew him, because I was sure that he could not live after 
that he was fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the bracelet 
that wos on his arm, and have brought them hither unto my lord. Then David took II 
hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him: 
and they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his 
son, and for the people of the LORD, and for the house of Israel; because they were 
fallen hy the s\\·ord. And David said unto the young man that told him, Whence 
art thou? Arni he answered, I am the son of a stranger, an Amalckite. Anrl David '4 
said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to put forth thine hand lo destroy the LORD'S 
anointed? And Dm·id called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. 
And he ~mote him that he died. And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; 
for thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, I have slain the LORD'S anointed. 

And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son:* '7 

David's Lament 
Thy glory, 0 Israel, 
Is slain upon thy high places! 

Tell it not in Gath, 

How are the mighty -
Fallen! 

Publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon; 
Lest the daughters of the Philistines reJoice, 
Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew nor rain upon you, 
Neither fields of o1Tcrings: 

For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, 
The shield of Saul, as of one not anointed with oil. 

From the blood of the slain, 
From the fat of the mighty, 

The bow of Jonathan turned not back, 
And the sword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
And in their death they were not divided; 

They were swifter than eagles, 
They were stronger than lions. 

Ye daughters of Israel, 
Weep over Saul, 

Who clothed you in scarlet delicately, 
Who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

19 

20 

21 

23 

•And he ha<le them teach the children of Judah the song of the bow· behold it is written in 18 
the book of J ashar. · • ' 
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25 How are the mighty -
Fallen in the midst of the battle/ 

0 Jonathan, 
Slain upon thy high places. 

26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan 
Very pleasant hast thou been unto me: 

2 

Thy love'to me was wonderful, 
Passing the love of women. 

How are the mighty -
Fallen! 

And the weapons of war -
Perished! 

THE KINGS 

OR THE CHOSEN NATION UNDER A SECULAR KINGSHIP SIDE BY SIDE 

WITH A THEOCRACY 

BOOK VIIl.-THE REIGNS OF DAVID AND SOLOMON 

REIGN OF DAVID 

And it came to pass after this, that David inquired of the LORD, saying, Shall 
I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the LORD said unto him, Go up. 

Consolida
tion of the 
Kingdom 

And David said, Whither shall I go up? And he said, Unto Hebron. 
So David went up thither, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jez
reelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. And his men 
that were with him did David bring up, every man with his household: 

4 and they dwelt in the rities of Hebron. And the men of Judah came, and there 
they anointed David king over the house of Judah. 

And they told David, saying, The men of Jabesh-Rilead were they that buried 
Saul. And David sent messengers unto the men of Jabesh-¢lead, and said unto them, 
Blessed be ye of the LORD, that ye have shewed this kindness unto your lord, even 

6 unto Saul, and have buried him. And now the LORD shew kindness and truth unto 
you: and I also will requite you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. 
Now therefcre ict your hands be strong, and be ye valiant: for Saul your lord is dead, 
and also the hLJse of J uclah have anointed me king over them. 

Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, had taken Ish-bosheth the son 
9 of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim; and he made him king over Gilead, and 

over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over 
all Israel. (Ish-bosheth Saul's son was forty years old when he began to reign over 
Israel, and he reigned two years.) But the house of Judah followed David. And 
the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years 
and six months. 
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And Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, went 12 

out from l\Iahanaim to Gibeon. And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants 
of Da\'id, went out, and met them by the pool of Gibeon; and they sat down, the one 
on the one side of the pool, and the other on the other side of the pool. And Abner 
said to Joab, Let the young men, I pray thee, arise and play before us. And Joab 
said, Let them arise. Then they arose and went over by number; tweh·e for Benja
min, and for Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of the sen-ants of Dal'id. And 16 
they caught C\'ery one his fellow by the head, and thrust his sword in his fellow's 
icle; so they fell down together: wherefore that place was called Hclkath-hazzurim, 
Yhich is in ,Gibc'.Jn_ And the battle was \'cry sore that day; and Abner was beaten, 

and the men of Israel, before the ser\'ants of Dm-id_ And the three sons of Zeruiah 
were there, Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel: and Asahcl was as light of foot as a wild 
roe. And . .\sahcl pursued after Abner; and in going he turned not to the right hand 19 
nor to the left from following Abner. Then Abner looked behind him, and said, 
Is it thou, Asahcl? And he answered, It is I. And Abner said to him, Turn thee 
aside to thy right hand or to thy left, and lay thee hold on one of the young men, 
and take thee his armour. But Asahel would not turn aside from following of him. 
And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn thee aside from following me: wherefore 22 

should I smite thee to the ground? how then should I hold up my face to Joab thy 
brother? Howbeit he refused to turn aside: wherefore Abner with the hinder end 
of the spear smote him in the belly, that the spear came out behind him; and he fell 
down there, and died in the same place: and it came to pass, that as many as came 
to the place where Asahel fell down and died stood still. But Joah and Abishai 24 
pursued after Abner: and the sun went down when they were come lo the hill of 
Ammah, that lieth before Giah by the way of the wilderness of Gibeon. And the 
children of Benjamin gathered themselves together after Abner, and became one 
band, and stood on the top of an hill. Then Ahner called to Joab, and said, Shall 
the sword de\'our for ever? knowest thou not that it will be bitterness in the latter 
end' how long shall it be then, ere thou bid the people return from following tbci r 
brethren? And Joab said, As God liveth, if thou hadsl not spoken, surely then in 27 
the morning the people' had gone away, nor followed every one his brother. So 
Joab blew the trumpet, and all the people stood still, and pursued afler Israel no 
more, neither fought they any more. And Abner and his men went all thal night 
through the Arabah; and they passed O\'Cr Jordan, and went through all Bithron, 
and came to Mahanaim. And Joab returned from following Abner: and when he 30 
had gathered all the people together, there lacked of Da\'id's serrnnts nineteen men 
and AsaheL But the servants of David had smitten of Benjamin, and of Abner's 
men, so that thrPc hundred and threescore men died. And they took up Asahel, 
and buried him in the sepulchre of his father, which was in Beth-lehem. And Joab 
and his men went all night, and the day brake upon them at Hebron. 

Now there was long war between the house of Saul and the house of David; and 3 
David waxed stronger and stronger, but the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 

Family of David 
2 And unto David were sons born in ter of Talmai king of Geshur; ancl th<'~ 

Hebron: and his firstborn was Am non, fourth, Adonijah the son of Jlaggith; ancl 
of Ahinoam the Jczrcelitcss; and his the fifth, Shcphatiah the son of i\bi
sccond, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of tal; and the sixth, Ithream, of E~lah 
Nabal the Carmclite; and the thirrl, Dadd's wife. These were born to DaYitl 
Absalom the son of Maacah the <laugh- in Hebron. 

And it came to pass, while there was war between the house of Saul and the house 6 
of David, that Abner made himself strong in the house of Saul. Now Saul had a 
concubine, whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah: and Ish-bosheth said to 
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8 Abner, Wherefore hast thou gone in unto my father's concubine? Then was Abner 
1•ery wroth for the words of Ish-bosheth, and said, Am I a dog's head that belongeth 
to Judah? This day do I shew kindness unto the house of Saul thy father, to his 
brethren, and to his friends, and have not delivered thee into the hand of David, 

9 and yet thou chargest me this day with a fault concerning this woman. God do so 
to Abner, and more also, if, as the LORD hath sworn to David, I do not even so to 
him; to translate the kingdom from the house of Saul, and to set up the throne of 
David 01·cr Israel, and over Judah, from Dan even to Beer-sheba. And he could 
not answer Abner another word, because he feared him. 

12 And Abner sent messengers lo David on his behalf, saying, Whose is the land? 
saying also, i\fake thy league with me, and, behold, my hand shall be with thee, to 
bring about all Israel unto thee. And he said, Well; I will make a league with thee: 
but one thing I require of thee, that is, thou shalt not see my face, except thou first 

q bring Michal Saul's daughter, when thou comest lo see my face. And David sent 
messengers to Ish-boshcth Saul's son, saying, Deliver me my wife 'Michal, whom I 
betrothed to me for an hundred foreskins of the Philistines. And Ish-bosheth sent, 
and took her from her husband, even from Paltiel the son of Laish. And h<'r husband 
went with her, weeping as he went, and followed her to Bahurim. Then said Abner 
unto him, Go, return: and he returned. 

17 And Abner had communication with the elders of Israel, saying, In times past 
ye sought for David to be king over you: now then do it: for the LORD hath spoken 
of David, saying, By the hand of my servant David I will save my people Israel out 
of the hand of the Philistines, and out of the hand of all their enemies. And Abner 
also spake in the ears of Benjamin: and Abner went also to speak in the ears of Da1·id 

20 in Hebron all that seemed good to Israd, and to the whole house of Benjamin. So 
Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty men with him. And Da1·id made 
Abner and the men that were with him a feast. And Abner said unto Da1•id, I will 
arise and go, and will gather all Israel unto my lord the king, that they may make 
a covenant with thee, and that thou mayest reign over all that thy soul desireth. And 

22 David sent Abner away; and he went in peace. And, beh~ld, the servants of David 
and Joab came from a foray, and brought in a weat spoil with them: but Abner was 
not with David in Hebron; for he had sent him away, and he was gone in peace. 
When Joab and all the host that was with him were come, they told Joab, saying, 
Abner the son of Ner came to the king, and he hath sent him away, and he is gone 

24 in peace. Then Joab came to the king, and said, \Vhat hast thou done? behold, 
Abner came unto thee; why is it that thou hast sent him away, and he is quite gone? 
Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner, that he came to deceive thee, and to know 
thy going out and thy coming in, and to know all that thou doest. And when Joab 
was come out from David, he sent messengers after Abner, and they brought him 

27 back from the well of Sirah: but David knew it not. And when Abner was returned 
to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the midst of the gate to speak with him quietly, 
and smote him there in the bcllv, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. 
And afterward when David heard it, he said, I and my kingdom are guiltless before 
the LORD for ever from the blood of Abner the son of Ner: let it fall upon the hc'ad of 
Joab, and upon all his father's house; and let there not fail from the house of Joab 
one that hath an issue. or that is a leper, or that leaneth on a staff, or that fallcth by 

30 the sword, or that lacketh bread. So Joab and Abishai bis brother slew Abner, 
because he had killed their brother Asahel at Gibeon in the battle. 

And David said to Joab, and to all the people that were with him, Rend your 
clothes, and gird you with sackcloth. and mourn before Abner. And king David 
followed the bier. And they buried Abner in Hebron: and the king lifted up his 

33 voice, and wept at the grave of Abner; and all the people wept. And the king 
lamented for Abner, and said: 
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Should Abner die 
As a fool dieth? 

Thy hands were not bound, 
Nor thy feet put into fetters: 

As a man falleth before the children of iniquity, 
So didst thou fall. 

II Samuel 

34 

And all the people-wept again oYer him. And all the people came to cause David 35 
to cal bread while it was yet day; but David sware, saying, God do so to me, and more 
also, if I taste bread, or aught else, till the sun be down. And all the people took 
notice of it, ancl it pleased them: as wbatsoe\·er the king did pleased all the people. 
So all the people and all Israel understood that day that it was not of the king to slay 
Abner the son uf Ner. And the king said unto his scrrnnts, Know ye not that there 38 
is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel? And I am this day weak, 
though anoinll"<l king; and these men the sons of Zeruiah be too bard for me: the 
LORI' reward the wicked doer according to his wickedness. 

And when l,;h-bosheth, Saul's son,* heard that Almer was dead in Hebron, his 4 
hanci:i became feeble, and all the Israelites were troubled. Ancl Ish-bosheth, Saul's 
son, had two men that were captains of bands: the name of the one was Baanah, 
and the name of th._. other Rechab, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the children 
of Tlc-njamin. t And the sons of Rimmon the 13eerothite, Rechab and llaanah, went, 5 
an<l came about the heal of the day to the house of lsh-bosheth, as he took his rest 
at noon. And they came thither into the midst of the house, as though they would 
ha\·e fetched wheat; and they smote him in the belly: and Rechab and Baanah bis 
brother escaped. :'I/ow when they came into the house, as he lay on his lied in his 
bedchamlier, they smote him, and slew him, and beheaded him, and took his head, 
and went by the way of the Arabah all night. And they brought the head of Ish- 8 
bosheth unto Da\·id lo Hebron, and said lo the king, Behold the head of Ish-bosheth 
the son of Saul thine enemy, which sought thy life; and the LclRD hath ayengcd my 
lord the king this day of Saul, and of his seed. And David answered Rechab and 
13aanah hi,; brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said unto them, As the 
Lmrn li\·eth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all acl\·ersity, when one told me, 
saying, Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I took hold of 
him, and slew him in Ziklag, which was the reward I gaYe him for his tidings. How u 
much more, when wicked men have slain a righteous person in his own house upon his 
bed, shall I not now require his blood of your hand, and take you away from the earth? 
And David commanded his young men, and they slew them, and cut off their hands 
and their feet, am! hanged them up beside the pool in Hebron. But they took the 
h~ad of Jsh-boshcth, and buried it in the grave of Abner in Hebron. 

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and spake, saying, 5 
Behold, we arc thy bone and thy flesh. In times past, when Saul was king O\"er us, 
it was thou that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the LORD said to thee, 
Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince o\·er Israel. So all the 
elders of Israel came to the king: to Hebron; and king David made a co\·enant with 
them in Hebron before the Lonn: and they anointed David king over Israel. 

David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 4 
Jn !Jc.bran he reigned O\"er Judah seven vears and six months: and in Jerusalem he 
reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah. 

* Now Jonathan, Saul's son, had n son that was lame of his feet. He was 6.\•e yrnrs old 4 
whtn the tic.lings rame of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreel, and his nurse took him up, and Jle<l: 
an<l il came to pass, as she made haste to flee that he fell, an<l became lame. And his name 
was ~1rphihoshclh. ' 

t For Beeroth also is reckoned to Benjamin: ancl the Beerothites Bed to Gittaim, and have 3 
been sojourners there until this day. 
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6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants 
of the land: which spake unto David, saying, Thou shalt not come in hither, but 
the blind and the lame shall turn thee away: thinking, David cannot come in hither. 
Nevertheless Da\·id took the strong hold of Zion; the same is the city of David. 

8 And DaYid said on that day, Whosoever smiteth the Jebusites, let him get up to the 
\rntercourse; and as for the lame and the blind, that are hated of David's soul -
wherefore they say, There arc the blind and the lame; he cannot come into the 
house. And DaYid dwelt in the strong hold, and called it the city of David. And 
Da\·id built round about from 1\lillo and inward. And David waxed greater and 
greater; for the LORD, the God of hosts, was with him. 

n And Hiram king of Tyre sent rrcssengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, 
and ma,ons: and they built DaYid an house. And David perceived that the LORD 
had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for his 
people Israel's sake. 

Family of David 
13 And David took him more concubines 

and wives out of Jerusalem, after he was 
come from Hebron: and there were yet 
sons and daughters born to David. And 
these be the names of those that were 

born unto him in Jerusalem; Shammua, 
and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, 15 
and Ibhar, and Elishua; and Nepheg, and 
Japhia; and Elishama, and Eliada, and 
Eliphelet. 

17 And when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over lsrarl, 
all the Philistines went up to seek David; and David heard of it, and went down 
to the hold. Now the Philistines had come and spread themselves in the valley of 
Rcphaim. And David inquired of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up against the Philis
tines? wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto David, 

20 Go up: for I will certainly deliver the Philistines into thine hand. And David came 
to Baal-perazim, and Da\·id smote them there; and he said, The LORD hath 'broken' 
mine enemies before me, like the breach of waters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place 'Baal-perazim.' And they left their images there, and David and his 
men took them away. 

22 And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim. And when David inquired of the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not go up: 
make a circuit behind them, and come upon them over against the mulberry trees. 
And it shall be, when thou hearest the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry 
trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then is the LORD gone out before thee 
to smite the host of the Philistines. And David did so, as the LORD commanded him; 
and smote the Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gezer. 

6 And David again gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 
And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him, from Baale Judah, 
to bring up from thence the ark of God, which is called by the Name, even the name 
nf the LORD of hosts that sitteth upon the cherubim. And they set the ark of God 
upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in the hill: 

4 and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. And they brought it 
out of the house of Abinadab, which was in the hill, with the ark of God: and Ahio 
went before the ark. And David and all the house of Israel played before the LORD 
with all manner of instruments made of fir wood, and with harps, and with psalteries, 
and with timbrels, and with castanets, and wilh cymbals. And when they came to 
the threshing-floor of Nacon, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took 

7 hold of it; for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against 
U zzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God . 
. \nd David was displeased, b~cause the LORD had 'broken forth' upon Uzzah: and 
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he called that place 'Perez-uzzah,' unto this day. And David was afraid of the 9 
LORD that day; and he said, How shall the ark of the LORD come unto me? So 
David would not remove the ark of the LORD unto him in lo the cily of Da1·id; but 
Da1·id carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. And the ark of the 
LoRD remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and the LORD 
blessed Obed-edom, and all his house. And it was told king Dal'id, saying, The 12 

LORD hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, be
cause of the ark of God. And David went and brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom into the city of David with joy. And it was so, that when they 
that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatlinl( . 
. \nd Da1·id danced before the LoRD with all his might; and Dal'id was girded with q 
a linen epliod. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD 
with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. And it was so, as the ark of thl' 
LORD came into the city of Dal'id, that l\iichal the daughter of Saul looked out at 
the window, and saw king Dal'id leaping and dancing before thl' LORD; and she 
despised him in her heart. And they brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in , 7 
its place, in the midst of the tent that Da1·id had pitched for it: and Da1·id offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. And when Da1·id had made 
an end of offering the burnt offering and the peace offerings, he blessed the people 
in the name of the LORD of hosts. And he dealt among all the people, c1·en among 
the whole multitude of Israel, both to men and women, to e1·ery one a cake of bread, 
and a portion of flesh, and a cake of raisins. So all the people departed el'ery one to 
his house. Then Da1·id returned to bless his household. And !\lichal the daughter 20 

of Saul came out to meet David, and said, How glorious \\·as th~ king of Israel to-day, 
who unco\'Cred himself to-day in the eyes of the handmaids of his serrnnts, as one of 
the vain fellows shamcl,•ssly uncovereth himself! And David said unto Michal, It 
was before the LORD, which chose me above thy father, and abol'e all his house, to 
appoint me prince m·er the people of the LORD, over Israel: therefore will I play 
before the LORD. .\ncl I will be yet more Yile than thus, and will be base in mine 
own sight: but of the handmaids which thou hast spoken of, of them shall I be had 
in honour. And \lichal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the <lay of her death. 

And it came to pass, when the king dwelt in his house, and the LoRJJ had gil'en 7 
him rest from all his enemies round about, that the king said unto Nathan the prophet, 
See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. 
And ~athan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the LORD is with 
thee. And it came to pass the same night, that the wor<l of the LORD came unto· 
~athan, saying, Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the Lorm, Shalt thous 
build me an house for me to dwell in? for I ha1·e not dwelt in an house since the day 
that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have 
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. In all places wherein I have 11·alked with all 
the children of Israel, spake I a wor<l with any of the tribes of I ·rael, whom I com· 
mantled to feed my people Israel, saying, Why have ye not built me an house of 
cedar? Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my serrnnt DaYid, Thus sailh the 8 
LoRD of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, that thou 
shouldest be prince 01·er my people, 01·er Israel: anr! I ha Ye been with thee whither· 
soever thou wen test, and have cut ofT all thine enemie~ from before thee; and I will 
make thee a great name, like unto the name of the l(reat ones that arc in the c:Hth. 
And I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may 10 

dwell in their own place, and be moved no more; neither shall the children of wicked
ness afflict them any more, as at the first, and as from the day that I ,=~mmanrled judl(es 
to be over my people Israel; and I will cause thee to rest from all thine enemies. 
::\Ioreover the LoRD telleth thee that the Lorm will make thee an house. When thy 
clays be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed ,-•. t \hee, 
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13 which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build an house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 
I will be his father, and he shall be my son: if he commit iniquity, I will chasten him 
with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men; but my mercy shall 
not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And 
thine house and thy kingdom shall be made sure for ever before thee: thy throne shall 
be established for e\·er. According to all these words, and according to all this 
vision, so did Nathan speak unto David. 

18 Then David the king went in, and sat before the LORD; and he said, Who am I, 
0 Lord GoD, and what is my house, that thou hast brought me thus far? And this 
was yet a small thing in thine eyes, 0 Lord GoD; but thou hast spoken also of thy 
servant's house for a great while to come; and this too after the manner of men, 
0 Lord GoD ! And what can David say more unto thee? for thou knowest thy scr-

21 vant, 0 Lord GoD. For thy word's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast 
thou wrought all this greatness, to make thy scrrnnt kno·w it. \Yhercfore thou art 
great, 0 LORD God: for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, 
according to all that we have heard with our cars. And what one nation in the 
earlh is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem unto himself 
for a people, and to make him a name, and to do 11:reat things for you, and terrible 
things for thy land, before thy people, which thou rcdeemedst lo thee out of Egypt, 

2 + from the nations and their gods? And thou didst establish to thyself thy people Israel 
to be a people unlo thee for ever; and thou, LORD, becamest their God. And now, 
0 LORD God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and concern
ing his house, confirm thou it for ever, and do as thou hast spoken. And let thy 
name be magnified fot ever, saying, The LORD of hosts is God over Israel: and the 

27 house of thy servant Da\·id shall be established before thee. For thou, 0 LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel, hast revealed to thy scrrnnt, saying, I will build thee an 
house: therefore hath thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee. 
And now, 0 Lord GoD, thou art God, and thy words arc truth, and thou hast promised 
this good thing unto thy servant: now therefore let it please thee to bless the house 
of thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for thou, 0 Lord GoD, 
hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for ever. 

8 And after this it came to pass, that David smote the Philistines, and subdued 
them: and David took the bridle of the mother-city out of the hand of the Philistines . 

. And he smote Moab, and measured them with the line, making them to lie down 
on the ground; and he measured two lines to put to death, and one full line to keep 
alive. And the i\Ioabites became servants to Da\·id, and brought presents. David 
smote also I-ladadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recowr his 

4 dominion at the River. And David took from him a thousand and se\·en hundred 
horsemen and twenty thousand footmen: and David boughed all the chariot horses, 
but reserved of them for an hundred chariots. And when the Syrians of Damascus 
came to succour Hadadezer king of Zobah, Da\·id smote of the Syrians two and 
twenty thousand men. Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus: and the 
Syrians became servants to Da\·id, and brought presents. And the LORD gave 

7 victory to Da\·id whithersoevcr he went. And David took the shields of gold that 
were on the servants of Hadadezer, and brought them to Jerusalem. And from 
Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, king David took exceeding much brass. 
And when Toi king of Hamath heard that David had smitten all the host of Hadade
zer, then Toi sent Joram his son unto king David, to salute him, and to bless him, 
because he had fought against Hadadezer and smitten him: for Hadadezer had wars 
with Toi. And Joram brought with him vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and 

n vessels of brass: these also did king David dedicate unto the LORD, with the silver 
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ancl gold that he dedicated of all the nations which he subdued; of Syria, and of 12 

:\loab, and of the children of Ammon, and of the Philistines, and of Amalek, and of 
the spoil of Iladadezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah. And David gat him a name 
when he returned from smiting of the Syrians in the Valley of Salt, even eighteen 
thnusancl men. And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom put he gar- 14 
ris,ms, and all the Edomites became servants to David. And.the LORD gavr victory 
to DaYid whithersoever he went. 

Offic~rs of David 

_\nd Da,·iJ reigned over all Israel; and 
[)a\·id C'XPCUtcd judgement and justice Unlo 
all his people. .\ml Joab the son of 
1'.1'ruiah was o\·cr the host; and Jchosha
l'h~t thl' son of _\hilud was recorder: and 

Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Ahimelech 
the son of Abiathar, were pricstsj and 
Scraiah was scribe; and Ilcnaiah the son 18 
of Jchoiada was over the Chcrcthitcs ancl the 
Pclcthitcs; and David's sons were priests. 

Ancl DaYid said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew 9 
him kindness for f,mathan's sake, And there was of the house of Saul a servant 
whose name was Ziha, and they called him unto David; and the king said unto him, 
Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant is he. And the king saicl, Is there not yet 
any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto him? And Ziba 
,aid unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet. And the king 4 
said unto him, \\'here is he? An cl Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he is in the house 
uf ~Iachir the son of Ammie!, in Lo-debar. Then king David sent, and fetched him 
out of the house of l\iachir the son of Ammie!, from Lo-debar. And Mephibosheth, 
the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came unto David, and fell on his face, and did 
obeisance. And Dadd said, Mephibosheth. And he answered, Behold thy servant!. 
And Da,·id said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan 7 
thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt 
e:at breacl at my table continually. And he did obeisance, ancl said, What is thy 
,;cn·ant, that thou shoulclcst look upon such a dead dog as I am' Then the king 
called to Ziha, Saul's scn·ant, and said unto him, All that pertained to Saul and to 
all his house ha,-e I given unto thy master's son. And thou shalt till the land for him, 10 

thou, and thy sons, and thy servants; and thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy 
ma,;lcr's son may haYc bread to eat: but Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat 
bread alway at my table. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. Then 
s~id Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the king commancleth his 
sen·ant, so shall thy servant do. As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat 
al my tab!e, as one of the king's sons. And l\fophibosheth had a young son, whose 12 

name was l\lica. And all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants unto Me
phibosheth. So ~lephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually at 
the king's table; and he was lame on both his feet. 

And it came to pass after this, that the king of the children of Ammon died, and 10 
Ilanun his son reigned in his stead. And David said, I will shew kindness unto 
Ilanun the son of '.'lahash, as his father shewed kindness unto me. So 
llavirl sent by the hand of his servants to comfort him concerning his 
father. And David's servants came into the land of the children of 
:\mmon. But the princes of the children of Ammon saicl unto Hamm 
their lord, Thinkest thou that David doth honour thy father, that he 

Ammonite 
War: 
David's 
Family 
Troubles 

hath sent comforters unto thee? ha•h not David sent his servants unto thee to 
search the city, and to spy it out, and to overthrow it? So Hanun took David's 4 
servants, and shaved off the one half of their beards, and cut oil their garments in 
the middle, even to their buttocks, ancl sent them away. When they told it unto 
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David, he sent to meet them; for the men ·were greatly ashamed. Ancl the king 
6 said, Tarry al Jericho until your beards be grown, and then return. And when 

the children of Ammon saw that they were become odious to David, the children 
of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob, and the Syrians of Zobah, 
twenty thousand footmen, and the king of Maacah with a thousand men, and tlw 
men of Tob twelve thousand men. And when David heard of it, he sent Joab, 

a and all the host of the mighty men. And the children of Ammon came out, 
and put the battle in array at the en le ring in of the gate: and the Syrians of 
Zobah, and of Rehob, anc\ the men of Tob and Maacah, were by themselves in tlie 
field. Now when Joab saw that the battle was set against him before anc\ be
hind, he chose of all the choice men of Israel, and put them in array against the 

rnSyrians: and the rest of the people he committed into the hand of Abishai his brother, 
and he put them in array against the children of Ammon. And he said, If the Syrians 
be too strong for me, then thou shalt help me: but if the children of Ammon be too 
strong for thee, then I will come anc\ help thee. Be of good courage, and let us play 
the men for our people, and for the cities of our God: and the LORD do that which 

i3 seemelh him good. So Joab and the people that were with him drew nigh unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they Oed before him. And when the children of 
Ammon saw that the Syrians were Oed, they likewise fled before Abishai, and entered 
into the city. Then Joab returned from the children of Ammon, and came to Jeru· 
salem. 

15 And when the Syrians saw that they were put to the worse before Israel, they 
gathered themselves together. And Hadarezer sent, and brought out the Syrian., 
that were beyond the River: and they came to Helam, with Shobach the captain of 
the host of Haclarezer at their head. And it was told David; anc\ he gathered all 
,Israel together, anc\ passed over Jordan, and came to Helam. And the Syrians sel 

18 themselves in array against David, and fought with him. And the Syrians Oed 
before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians the men of seven hundred chariots, 
and forty thousand horsemen, and smote Shobach the captain of their host, that he 
died there. And when all the kings that were servants to Hadarezer saw that they 
were put to the worse before Israel, they made peace with Israel, .and sen·ecl them. 
So the Syrians feared to help the children of Ammon any more. 

11 And it came to pass, at the return of the year, at the time when kings go out to 
battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants wilh him, and all Israel; and they 
destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried at 
Jerusalem. 

Story of Nathan, David, and Bath-sheba 
2 And it came to pass at eventide, that David arose from ofT his bed, and walkecl 

upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; anil 
the woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David sent and inquirecl after 
the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-shcba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife 
of Uriah the Hittite? And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in 
unto him, and he lay with her; (for she was purified from her uncleanness;) and 

5 she returned unto her house. And the woman conceivccl; and she sent and told 
David, and said, I am with child. And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah 
the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to Davie\. And when Uriah was come unto him, 
David asked of him how Joab did, and how the people fared, and how the war pros· 
pered. And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. !\ncl 
Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of meat from 

9 the king. But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his 
lord, and went not clown to his house. And when they had told David, saying, 
Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Art thou not come from 

290 



The Kings and Prophets B<- II Samuel 

a journey? wherefore didst thou not go down unto thine house? And Uriah said rr 
unto Da\'id, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and 
the scn·ants of my lord, are encamped in the open field; shall I then go in lo mine 
house, to eat and lo drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul 
Ji,·eth, I will nol do this thing. And David said lo Uriah, Tarry here lo·day also, and 12 

to-morrow I will let thee depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the 
morrow. And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before him; and 
he made him drunk: and at even he went out lo lie on his bed with the servants of his 
lcrd, but went not down to his house. 

And it came l<l pass in the morning, that David wrote a leller to Joab, and sent il q 
by the hand of l'riah. And he wrote in the lellcr, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smil!en, and die. And 
it came to pass, "·hen Joab kept watch upon the city, that he assigned Uriah unto the 
place where he knew that valiant men were. And the men of the city went out, ancl 
fought with Joah: and there fell some of the people, even of the servants of David; 
and l1riah the Hittite died also. Then Joab sent and told David all the things con- i8 
cerning the war; and he charged the messenger, saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling all the things concerning the war unto the king, it shall be that, if the 
king's wrath. arise, and he say unto thee, Wherefore went ye so nigh unto the cily 
to light, knew ye not that they would shoot from the walP who smote Abimelech 
the son of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman cast an upper millstone upon him from 
the wall, that he died at Thebez? why-went ye so nigh the wall? then shalt thou say, 
Thy serrnnt Uriah the Hittite is dead also. So the messenger went, and came and 22 

shewed Da\'id all that Joab had sent him for. And the messenger said unto Da\'id, 
The men pre,·ailccl against us, and came oul unto us into the field, and we were upon 
them e\'cn unto the entering of the gate. And the shooters shot al thy servants from 
olI the wall; and some of the king's servants be dead, and thy serrnnt Uriah the Hit
tite is dead also. Then Da1·id said unto the messenger, Thus shalt thou say unto 25 
Joab, Let not this thing displease thee, for the sword devourelh one as well as another: 
make thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it: and encourage thou 
him. And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she 
made lamentation for her husband. And when the mourning was pasl, Da\'id sent 
and took her home to his house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But 
the thing that Da\'id had done displeased the LoRD. 

And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto 12 
him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich 
man had exceeding many flocks and herds: but the poor man had nothing, sa\·e one 
little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with 
him, and with his children; it did eat of his own morsel, and drank of his own cup, 
and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller 4 

unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, lo 
dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him, but took the poor man's lamh, 
and dn .. "ed it for the man that was come to him. And David's anger was greatly 
kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LoRD liveth, the man that 
hath clone this is worthy to clie: an cl he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he 
di<! this thing, anrl because he liacl no pity. <And Nathan said lo Dal'id, Thou art 7 
the man. Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, I anointed thee king o\·er Israel, 
and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; and I gave thee thy master's house, an<l 
thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; 
and if that had been too little, I would ha\'e added unto thee such and such things. 
Wherefore hast thou despised the word of the LORD, to do that which is evil in his 9 
sight? thou hast smitten Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife 
to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. Now 
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therefore, the swore! shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast rlespiserl 
rr me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the 

LoRD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will 
take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie 
with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou di<lst it secretly: but I will do this 

13 thing before all Israel, and before the sun. And David said unto Nathan, I have 
sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put 
away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given 
great occasion lo the enemies of the LORD lo blaspheme, the child also that is born 

15 unto thee shall surely die. And Nathan departed unto his house. 
An<l thc LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it was very 

sick. DaYid therefore besought God for the child; an<l David fasted, and went in, 
and lay all nighl upon the earth. And the elders of his house arose, anrl stood besirle 
him, to raise him up from the earth: but he would not, neither did he cat bread with 

18 them. Anrl it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And the servants 
of David fearer! to tell him that the chilrl was dead: for they sairl, Behold, while 
the chilrl was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he hearkened not unto our voice: 
how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the child is dead? But when Dal'id 
saw that his servants whispered together, David perceived that the child was dead: 
and Dal'id said unto. his servants, Is the child dead? And they sairl, He is dead. 

20 Then Da\·id arose from the earth, and washed, and anointer! himself, and changed 
his apparel; and he came into the house of· the LORD, and worshipped: then he 
came to his own house; and when he required they set bread before him, and he did 
cat. Then said his servants unto him, What thing is this that thou hast done? thou 
didst fast and weep for the child, while it was alive; but when the child was dead, 
thou didst rise an<l eat brea<l. An<l he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept: for I said, Who knoweth whether the LORD will not be p;racious to me, 

23 that the child may live? But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring 
him back ap;ain? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me. And David 
comforted Bath-sheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: an<l she bare 
a son, and he calle<l his name Solomon. And 'the LORD loved' him; and he sent 
hy the hand of Nathan the prophet, and he called his name 'Jedidiah,' for the LORD'S 
sake. 

26 Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and took the royal 
city. And Joah sen! messenp;ers to David, and said, I have fought against Rabbah, 

Ammonite 
War (co11-
ti11ued) 

yea, I have taken the city of waters. Now therefore gather the rest 
of the people together, and encamp against the city, and take it: lest 
I take the city, and it be called after my name. And David gathered 
all the people together, and went to Rabbah, and fought against it, 

30 and look it. And he took the crown of their king from off his head; and the 
weight thereof was a talent of gold, and in it were precious stones; and it was set 
on Da\'id's head. And he brought forth the spoil of the city, exceeding much. And 
he brought forth the people that were therein, and put them to saws, and to harrows 
of iron, and to axes of iron, and made them labour at the brickkiln: and thus did 
he unto all the cities of the children of Ammon. And David and all the people 
returned unt~ Jerusalem. 

Story of the Feud between David's Sons and the Revolt of Absalom 
13 And it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of David had a fair sister, 

whose name was Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her. And Amnon was 
so vexed that he fell sick because of his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin; and it 
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seemed hard to Am non to do any thing unto her. But Amnon had a friend, whose 
name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's brother: and Jonadab was a very 
subtil man. And he said unto him, Why, 0 son of the king, art thou thus lean from 4 
day to day? wilt thou not tell me? And Amnon said unto him, I love Tamar, my 
brother Absalmn 's sister. And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, 
and feign thyself sick: and when thy father cometh to sec thee, say unto him, Let 
my sister Tamar come, I pray thee, and give me bread to eat, and dress the food in 
my sight, that I may sec it, and eat it at her hand. So Am non lay down, and feigned 6 
himself sick: and when the king was come lo see him, Amnon said unto the king, 
Let my sister Tamar come, I pray thee, and make me a couple of cakes in my sight, 
that I may eat at her hand. Then David sent home to Tamar, s1ying, Go now to thy 
brother Amnon's house, and dress him food. So Tamar went to her brother Am
non's house; and he was laid down. And she took dough, and kneaded it, and made 
cakes in his sight, and did bake the cakes. And she took the pan, and poured them 9 
out before him; but he refused to cat. And Amnon said, Have out all men from 
me. :\ml they went out every man from him. And Amnon said unto Tamar, 
llring the food into the chamber, that I may eat of thine hand. And Tamar took 
!he cakes which she had made, and brought them into the ch:>mbcr to Amnon her 
brother. And when she had brought them near unto him to cat, he took hold of her, 11 

and said unto her, Come lie with me, my sister. And she answered him, Nay, my 
brother, do not force me; for no such thing ought to be done in Israel: do not thou 
this folly. And I, whither shall I carry my shame? and as for thee, thou shalt be 
as one of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, I pray thee, speak unto the king; for 
he will not withhold me from thee. Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: q 
but being stronger than she, he forced her, and lay with her. Then Amnon haled 
her with exceeding 1-,>teat hatred; for the hatred wherewith he hated her was greater 
than the love wherewith he had loved her. And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be 
J?;one. And she said unto him, Not so, because this great wrong in putting me forth 
is worse than the other thou didst unto me. But he would not hearken unto her. 
Then he called his sen·ant that ministered unto him, and said, Put now this woman ,7 
out from me, and bolt the door after her. And she had a garment of diYers colours 
upon her: for with such rohes were the king's daughters that were virgins apparelled. 
ThLn his sen·ant brought her out, and bolted the door after her. And Tamar put 
ashes on her head, and rent her garment of divers colours that was on her: and she 
bicl her hand on her head, and went her way, crying aloud as she went. And Ab- 20 

salom her brother said unto her, Hath Am non thy brother been with thee? but now 
hold thy peace, my sister: he is thy brother; take not this thing to heart. So Tamar 
remained desolate in her brother Absalom's house. But when king David heard 
of all these things, he was very wroth. And Absalom spake unto Amnon neither 
good nor bad: for Ahsalom hated Am non, because he had forced his sisler Tamar. 

And it came to pass after two full years, that Absalom had sheepshearers in llaal- 23 

hazur, which is beside Ephraim: and Ahsalom invited all the king's sons. And 
:\bsalom came to the king, and said, Behold now, thy servant hath sheepshearcrs; 
let the king, 1 pray thee, and his servants go with thy sen·ant. And the king said 
to Absalom, Nay, my son, let us not all go, lest we be burdensome unto thee. And 
he pressed him: howbeit he would not go, but blessed him. Then said Absalom, 26 
If not, 1 pray thee, let my brother Amnon go with us. And the king sai<l unto him. 
Why should he go with thee? But Absalom pressed him, that he let Am non anrl all 
the king's sons go with him. And Absalom commanded his servants, saying, :\lark 
ye now, when Amnon's heart is merry with wine; and when I say unto you, Smite 
Amnon, then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be couragecus, and 
be valiant. And the sen'ants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had com- 29 
manded." Then all the king's sons arose, and every man gat him up upon his mule, 
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and fled. And it came to pass, while they were in the way, that the tidings came to 
David, saying, Absalom hath slain all the king's sons, and there is not one of them 
left. Then the king arose, and rent his garments, and lay on the earth: and all his 

32 servants stood by with their clothes rent. And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's 
brother, answered and said, Let not my lord suppose that they have killed all the 
young men the king's sons; for Am non only is dead: for by the appointment of 
Absalom this hath been determined from the day that he forced his sister Tamar. 
Now therefore let not my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to think that all 

-~4 the king's sons are dead: for Amnon only is dead. But Absalom fled. And the 
young man that kept the watch lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, there 
came much people by the way of the hill side behind him. And Jonadab said unto 
the king, Behold, the king's sons are come: as thy servant said, so it is. Ancl it 
came to pass, as soon as he had made an end of speaking, that, behold, the kin~'s 
sons came, and lifted up their voice, and wept: and the king also and all his servanls 

37 wept very sore. But Absalom Jled, and went to Talmai the son of Ammihur, king 
of Geshur. And David mourned for his son every day. 

So Absalom fled, and went to Geshur, and was there three years. And the soul 
of king David longed to go forth unto Absalom: for he was comforted concerning 
Amnon, seeing he was dead. 

14 Now Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king's heart was toward Absalom. 
And Joab sent to Tekoa, and fetched thence a wise woman, and said unto her, I 
pray thee, feign thyself to be a mourner, and put on mourning apparel, I pray thee, 
and anoint not thyself with oil, but be as a woman that had a long time mourner! 
for the dead: and go in to the king, and speak on this manner unto him. So Jo.ib 

4 put the words in her mouth. And when the woman of Tekoa spake to the king, she 
fell on her face to the ground, and did obeisance, and said, Help, 0 king. And the 
king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, Of a truth 1 am a widow 
woman, and mine husband is dead. And thy handmaid had two sons, and they 
two strove together in the field, and there was none to part them, but the one smote 

7 the other, and killed him. And, behold, the whole family is risen against thine 
handmaid, and they said, Delivrr him that smote his brother, that we may kill him 
for the life of his brother whom he slew, and so destroy the heir also: thus shall they 
quench my coal which is left, and shall leave to my husband neither name nor re
mainder upon the face of the earth. And the king said unto the woman, Go to thine 

9 house, and I will giYe charge concerning thee. And the woman of Tekoa said unto 
the king, My lord, 0 king, the iniquity be on me, and on my father's house: and the 
king and his throne be guiltless. And the king said, Whosoever saith aught unto 
thee, bring him to me, and he shall not touch thee any more. Then said she, I pray 
thee, let the king remember the LORD thy God, that the avenger of blood destroy 
not any more, lest they destroy my son. And he said, As the LORD liveth, there 

12 shall not one hair of thy son fall to the earth. Then the woman said, Let thine 
handmaid, I pray thee, speak a word unto my lord the king. And he said, Say on. 
And the woman said, Wherefore then hast thou devised such a thing against the people 
of God? for in speaking this word the king is as one which is guilty, in that the king 
doth not fetch home again his banished one. for we must needs die, and are as 
water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth God 
take away life, but deviseth means, that he that is banished be not an outcast from 

15 him. Now therefore seeing that I am come to speak this worrl unto my lord the king, 
it is because the people have made me afraid: and thy handmaid said, I will now 
speak unto the king; it may be that the king will perform the request of his servant. 
for the king will hear, to deliver his servant out of the hand of the man that would 
destroy me and my son together out of the inheritance of God. Then thine hand
maid said, Let, I pray thee, the word of my lord the king be comfortable: for as an 
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angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad: and the LORD thy 
God be with thee. Then the king answered and said unto the woman, Hide not 18 
irom me, I pray thee, aught that I shall ask thee. And the woman said, Let my lord 
the king now speak. And the king said, Is the hand of Joab with thee in all this? 
AIHI the woman answered and said, As thy soul liveth, my lord the king, none can 
turn to the right hand or to the left from aught that my lord the king hath spoken: 
for thy scrYant Joab, he bade me, and he put all these words in the mouth of thine 
handmaid: to change the face of the matter hath thy servant Joab done this thing: 20 

and my lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things 
that a~<' in the earth. And the king said unto Joab, Behold now, I have done this 
thing: go therefore, bring the young man Ahsalom again. And Joab fell to the 
~round .--.1 his face, and did obeisance, and blessed the king: and Joab said, To-day 
thy scrYant knoweth that I have found grace in thy sight, my lord, 0 king, in that the 
'·ing hath performed the request of his servant. So Joab arose and went to Geshur, 23 
»ncl brought ,\bsalom to Jerusalem. And the king said, Let him turn to his own 
lwuse, but let him not see my face. So Absalom turned lo his own house, and saw 
.. ot the king's face. 

:-;-ow in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for his beauty: 
from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him . 
. ·\nd when he polled his head, (now it was at every year's end that he polled it: be- ~6 
cau,;c the hair was hca\-y on him, therefore he polled it:) he weighed the hair of his 
heart at two hundrcrl shekels, after the king's weight. And unto Absalom there were 
horn three ;:ons, and one daughter, whose name was Tamar: she was a woman of 
a fair countenance. 

And ,\hsalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem; and he saw not the kinp;'s face. 28 

Then :\bsalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king; but he would not come to him: 
anrl he sent again a second time, but he would not come. Therefore he said unto 
his serYants, See, Joab's field is near mine, and he hath barley there; go and set it 
on fire. Anrl :\b:<alom's serrnnts set the fielrl on fire. Then Joab arose, anrl came 
tn .-\bsalom unto !1is house, and said unto him, \Vherefore have thy servants set my 
field on fire? And Absalom answered Juab, Behold, I sent unto thee, sayinp;, Come 32 

hither, that I may send thee lo the king, to say, Wherefore am I come from Geshur? 
it were better for me to be there still: now therefore let me sec the king's face; anrl 
if there be iniquity in me, let him kill me. So Joab came to the kin,g, and told him: 
and when he had caller! for Absalom, he came to the king, and bower! himself on his 
face to the grounrl before the kinp;: anrl the king kissed Absalom. 

:\nrl it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him a chariot and horses, 15 
anrl fifty men to run before him. And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the 
way of the gate: an cl it was so, that when any man had a suit which should come to 
the kinp; for .iudg:ement, then Absalom calico unto him,and said, Of what city art thou? 
And he said, Thy serrnnt is of one of the tribes of Israel. And Absalom said unto 
him, Sc:, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed of the king 
to hear t:1ee. :\hsalom said moreover, Oh that I were marle judp;e in the land, that 4 
cYcry man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him 
justice! And it was so, that when any man came nip;h to do him obeisance, he put 
forth his hand, and took hold of him, and kissed him. And on this manner did 
Absalom to all l,;rael that came to the king for judgement: soAbsalomstole the hearts 
of the men of bracl. 

Anrl it came to pass at the enrl of forty years, that Ahsalom said unto the kin11:, 7 
I pray thee, let me p;o_and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the LoRn, in Hebron. 
For thy servant vowed a vow while I aborle al Geshur in Syria, saying, If the LORD 
shall indeed bring me again to Jerusalem, then I will serve the LoRn. And the king 
sai<l unto him, Go in peace. So he arose, and went to Hebron. But Absalom sent 
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spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the 
u trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom is king in Hebron. And wilh Absalom went two 

hundred men out of Jerusalem, that were invited, and went in their simplicity; and 
they knew not any thing. And Absalom sent for Ahithophel lhc Gilonitc, David's 
counsellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while he offered the sacrifices. And the 
conspiracy was strong; for the people increased continually with Absalom. 

13 And there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of the men of Israel arc 
after Absalom. And David said unto all his servants that were wilh him at Jeru
salem, Arise, and let us flee; for else none of us shall escape from Absalom: make 
speed to depart, lest he overtake us quickly, and bring down evil upon us, and smile 
the city with the edge of the sword. And the king's servants said unto the king, 

16 Behold, thy servants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall choose. And 
the king went forth, and all his household after him. And the king left ten women, 
which were concubines, to keep the house. And the king went forth, and all the 
people after him; and they tarried in Beth-merhak. And all his servants passed on 
beside him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelcthites, and all the Gittites, six 

19 hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on before the king. Then 
said the king to lttai the Gittite, Wherefore goest thou also with us? return, and abide 
with the king: for thou art a stranger, and also an exile; return to thine own place. 
Whereas thou earnest but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down 
with us, seeing I go whither I may? return thou, and take back thy brethren; mercy 

21 and truth be with thee. And Ittai answered the king, and said, As the LoRD liveth, 
and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether 
for death or for life, even there also will thy servant be. And David said to Ittai, 
Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the 
little ones that were with him. And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all 
the people passed over: the king himself also passed over the brook Kidron, and all 

24 the people passed over, toward the way of the wilderness. And, lo, Zadok also came, 
and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God; and they set 
down the ark of God, and Abiathar went up, until all the people had done passing out 
of the city. And the king said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into the city: 
if I shall find favour in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me again, and shew me 
both it, and his habitation: but if he say thus, I have no delight in thee; behold, 

27 here am I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him. The king said also unto 
Zadok the priest, Art thou not a seer? return into the cily in peace, and your two 
sons with you, Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. See, I will 
tarry at the fords of the wilderness, until there come word from you to certify me. 
Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark of God again lo Jerusalem: and they 
abode there. 

30 And David went up by the ascent of the mount of Olives, and wept as he went up; 
and he had his head covered, and went barefoot: and all the people Lhat were with 
him covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up. And 
one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. And 
David said, 0 LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. 

32And it came to pass, that when David was come to the top of the ascent where Goel 
was worshipped, behold, I-Iushai the Archite came to meet him with his coat rent, 
and earth upon his head: and David said unto him, If thou passest on with me, then 
thou shalt be a burden unto me: but if thou return to the city, and say unto Absalom, 
I will be thy servant, 0 king; as I have been thy father's servant in time past, so will 

35 I now be thy servant: then shalt thou defeat for me the counsel of Ahithophel. And 
hast thou not there with thee Zadok and Abiathar the priesls? therefore it shall be, 
that what thing soever Lhou shalt hear out of the king's house, thou shalt tell it to 
Zadok and Abiathar the priests. Behold, they have there with them their two sons, 
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.\hirnaaz Za<lok's son, an<l Jonathan Abiathar's son; an<l by them ye shall send unto 
me e,·cry thing that ye shall hear. So Hushai David's friend came into the city; and 
Absalom canw into Jerusalem. 

And when David was a little past the top of the ascent, behold, Ziba the servant 16 
of l\frphihosheth met him, with a couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred 
loa,·es of bread, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and an hundred of summer 
fruits, and a bottle of wine. And the king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou by 
these> And Zil>a said, The asses be for the king's household to ride on; and the 
hn·ad anrl summer fruit for the young men to eat; and the wine, that such as be faint 
in the wildcrnc>S mav drink. And the king said, And where is thy master's son?3 
And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jerusalem: for he said, To-day 
,;hall the house of Israel restore me the kingdom of my father. Then said the king 
h> Ziba, Ileh0lrl, thine is all that pertaincth unto Mephibosheth. And Ziba said, I 
rlo obeisance; let me find favour in thy sight, my lord, 0 king. 

And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, there came out thence a man of 5 
the family of the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera: he came 
out, anrl cun;ed still as he came. Anrl he cast stones at David, and at all the servants 
of king David: and all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and 
on his left. And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Begone, begone, thou man of 
hloocl, and man of Bdial: the LORD hath returned upon thee all the blood of the 8 
house of Saul, in "·hme stca<l thou hast reigned; and the LORD hath delivered the 
kingdom into the hand of Absalom thy son: and, behold, thou art taken in thine own 
mischi,·f, because thou art a man of hloocl. Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiah 
unto thl' king, \\'hy shoul<l this dead dog curse my lord the king? let me go over, I 
pra\· thee, and take off hi;; head. And the king said, What haYe I to do with you, ro 
,.,. '"ns or Zeruiah? Because he rurseth, and becau~e the LORD hath said unto him, 
Curse DaYi<l; who then shall say, Wherefore hast thou <lone so? And David said 
to Ahishai, and to all his serYants, Behold, my son, which came forth of my bowels, 
seeketh my life: how mnrh more may this Benjamite now <lo it? let him alone, and 
il't him curse; for the LORD hath bi<lden him. It mav be that the LORD will look 12 

on the wrong clone unto me, and that the LoRn will req~ite me good for his cursing of 
me thi:; chn·. So David and his men went by the way: and Shimci went along on 
the hill side over against him, and cursed as he went, and threw stones at him, and 
ca't rlusl. And the king, and all the people that were with him, came weary; and 
he re fresh eel himself there. 

And Absalom, and all the people the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and 15 
Ahithophel with him. And it came to pass, when Hushai the Archite, David's 
friend, was come unto Ahsalom, that Hushai said unto Absalom, God save the king, 
God sa,·e the king. Ancl Ahsalom sai<l to Hushai, Is this thy kindness to thy friend? 
why wentest thou not with thy friend? An<l Hushai said unto Absalom, Nay; but 
whom the LoRn, and this people, and all the men of Israel have chosen, his will I 
be, and with him will I abide. And again, whom should I serve? should I not serve 19 
in the presence of hi:; son? as I have served in thy father's presence, so will I be in 
thy presence. Then said Absalom to Ahithophel, Give your counsel what we shall 
do. And Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go in unto thy father's concubines, which 
he hath left to keep the house; and all Israel shall hear that thou art abhorred of 
thy father: then shall the hands of all that arc with thee be strong. So they spread 22 

:\bsalom a tent upon the top of the house; and Ahsalom went in unto his father's 
concubines in the sight of all Israel. And the counsel of Ahithophel, which he coun
selled in those days, was as if a man inquired at the oracle of God: so was all the 
counsel of Ahithophel both with David and with Ahsalom. 

Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now choose out twelve thousand 17 
men, and I will arise and pursue after David this night: and I will come upon him 
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while he is weary and weak handed, and will make him afraid: and all the people 
that are with him shall Oee; and I will smite the king only: and I will bring back all 
the people unto thee: the man whom thou seek est is as if all returned: so all the people 
shall be in peace. And the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the elders of Israel. 

5 Then said Absalom, Call now Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear likewise 
what he saith. And when Hushai was come to Absalom, Absalom spake unto him, 
saying, Ahithophel hath spoken after this manner: shall we do after his saying? if 
not, speak thou. And Hushai said unto Absalom, The counsel that Ahithophcl hath 

8 given this time is not good. Hushai said moreover, Thou knowest thy father and his 
men, that they be mighty men, and they be chafed in their minds, as a bear robbed of 
her whelps in the field: and thy father is a man of war, and will not lodge with the 
people. Behold, he is hid now in some pit, or in some other place: and it will come 
to pass, when some of them be fallen at the first, that whosoever heareth it will say, 

10 There is a slaughter among the people that follow Absalom. And even he that is 
valiant, whose heart is as the heart of a lion, shall utterly melt: for all Israel knowcth 
that thy father is a mighty man, and they which be with him are valiant men. But I 
counsel that all Israel be gathered together unto thee, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, as 
the sand that is by the sea for multitude; and that thou go to battle in thine own person. 
So shall we come upon him in some place where he shall be found, and we will light 
upon him as the dew falleth on the ground: and of him and of all the men that are 

I3 with him we will not leave so much as one. ilforeover, if he be gotten into a city, 
then shall all Israel bring ropes to that city, and we will draw it into the river, until 
there be not one small stone found there. And Absalom and all the men of Israel 
said, The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophcl. 
For the LORD had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent 
that the LORD might bring evil .upon Absalom. 

IS Then said Hushai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, Thus and thus did 
Ahithophel counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel; and thus and thus have I 
counselled. Now therefore send quickly, and tell David, saying, Lodge not this night 
at the fords of the wilderness, but in any wise pass over; lest the king be swallowed 
up, and all the people that are with him. Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayecl hy 
En-rogel; and a maidservant used to go and tell them; and they went and told king 

IS David: for they might not be seen to come into the city. But a lad saw, them, and 
told Absalom: and they went both of them away quickly, and came to the house of 
a man in Bahurim, who had a well in his court; and they went down thither. And 
the woman took and spread the covering over the well's mouth, and strewed bruised 
corn thereon; and nothing was known. And Absalom's servants came to the woman 
10 the house; and they said, Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan? And the woman 
said unto them, They be gone over the brook of water. And when they had sought 

2I and could not find them, they returned to Jerusalem. And it came to pass, after 
they were departed, that they came up out of the well, and went and told king Da,·id; 
and they said unto David, Arise ye, and pass quickly over the water: for thus hath 
Ahithophel counselled against you. Then David arose, and all the people that were 
with him, and they passed over Jordan: by the morning light there lacked not one 

23 of them that was not !(One over Jordan. And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel 
was not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and gat him home, unto his city, and 
set his house in order, and hanged himself; and he died, and was buried in the 
sepulchre of his father. 

Then David came to Mahanaim. And Absalom passed over Jordan. he and all 
25 the men of Israel with him. And Absalom set Amasa over the host instead of Joab. 

Now Amasa was the son of a man, whose name was Ithra the Israelite, that went 
in to Abij!;al the daughter of Nahash, sister to Zeruiah Joab's mother. And Israel 
and Absalom pitched in the land of Gilead: 
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And it came to pass, when David was come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of 
Nahash of Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammicl of 
Lo-debar, and llarzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim, brought beds, and basons, and 28 
earthen vessds, and wheat, and barley, and meal, and parched corn, and beans, and 
lentils, and parched pulse, and honey, and butter, and sheep, and cheese of kine, for 
DaYicl, ancl for the people that were with him, to eat: for they said, The people is 
hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in the wilderness. 

And David numbered the people that were with him, and set captains of thousands 18 
and captains of hundreds over them. And David sent forth the people, a third 
part under thl' ham! of Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And 
the king said unto the people, I will surely go forth with you myself also. But the 
p~ople said, Thnu shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they will not care for us; 
11either if half of us die, will they care for us: but thou art worth ten thousand of us: 
therefore now it is better that thou be ready to succour us out of the city. And the 4 
king sai<l unto them, What seemeth you best I will do. And the king stood by the 
.~ate side, and all the people went out by hundreds and by thousands. And the 
king commanc\cd Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man, even with Absalom. And all the people heard when the king gave 
all the captains charge concerning Absalom. So the people went out into the field 6 
against Israel: and the battle was in the forest of Ephraim. And the people of Israel 
were smitten there before the servants of David, and there was a great slaughter 
there that clay of twenty thousand men. For the battle was there spread over the 
face of all the country: and the forest devoured more pcnple that day than the sword 
dnoured. And _\bsalom chanced lo meet the serYants of David. And Absalom rode 9 
upon his mul<', and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head 
ciught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heawn and the earth; and the 
mule that was under him went on. And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, 
llcholcl, I saw ,\bsalom hanging in an oak. And Joab said unto the man that told him, 
An cl, heholcl, thou sawest it, and why didst thou not smite him there to the ground? and 
I would haYe gi,·en thee ten pieces of silYer, and a girdle. And the man said unto 12 

Jnab, Though I should receive a thousand pieces of silver in mine hand, yet would 
I not put forth mine hand against the king's son: for in our hearing the king charged 
thee and Ahishai ancl Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the young man Absalom. 
Othemise if I hacl dealt falsely against his life,(and there is no matter hid from the 
king,) then thou thyself wouldest have stood aloof. Then saicl Joab, I nrn.y not tarry 14 

thus with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the 
heart of Ahsalom, "-hile he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten young men 
th:1t bare J<iab's armour compassed about and smote Absalom, and slew him. And 
Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing after Israel: for Joab 
held back the p<'ople. And they took Absalom and cast him into the great pit in the 17 
forest, anc\ raised oYcr him a very great heap of stones: and all Israel fled every one 
lo hi,- tent. Now Ahsalom in his life time had taken and reared up for himself the 
pillar, which is in the king's dale: for he said, I have no son lo keep my name in 
remembrance: anc\ he called the pillar after his own name: and it is called Absalom's 
monument, unto this clay. 

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me now run, and bear the king tidings, 19 
how that the LoRD hath avenged him of his enemies. And Joab said unto him, 
Thou shalt not be the bearer of tidings this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another 
day: but this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because the king's son is dead. Then 
saic\ Joah lo the Cushite, Go tell the king what thou hast seen. And the Cushite 
bowed himself unto Joab, and ran. Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again 22 

lo Joab, llut come what may, let me, I pray thee, also run after the Cushite. And 
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Joab said, Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou wilt have no reward for 
the tidings? But come what may, said he, I will run. And he said unto him, Run. 
Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the Plain, and overran the Cushite. 

24 Now David sat between the two gates: and the watchman went up to the roof of 
the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, a man running 
alone. And the watchman cried, and told the king. And the king said, If he be 
alone, there is tidings in his mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. And the 
watchman saw another man running: and the watchman called unto the porter, and 
said, Behold, another man running alone. And the king said, He also bringeth 

27 tidings. And the watchman said, Me thinketh the running of the foremost is like 
the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the king said, He is a good man, 
and cometh with good tidings. And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is 
well. And he bowed himself before the king with his face to the earth, and said, 
Blessed be the LORD thy God, which hath delivered up the men that lifted up their 

29 hand against my lord the king. And the king said, Is it well with the young man 
Ahsalom? And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the king's servant, even me 
thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was. And the king said, 
Turn aside, and stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still. And, behold, 
the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, Tidings for my lord the king: for the LORD 

32 hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose up against thee. And the king said 
unto the Cushite, Is it well with the young man Absalom? And the Cushite answered, 
The enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise up against thee to do thee hurt, be 
as that young man is. And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber 
over the gate and wept: and as he went, thus he said, 0 my son Absalom, my son, 
my son Absalom ! would God I had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my son, my son! 

19 And it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth and moumeth for Absalom. 
And the victory that day was turned info mourning unto all the people: for the people 
heard say that day, The king grieveth for his son. And the people gat them by stealth 
that day into the city, as people that are ashamed steal away when they flee in battle. 
And the king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud voice, 0 my son Absalom, 

s 0 Absalom, my son, my son! And Joab came into the house to the king, and said, 
Thou hast shamed this day the faces of all thy servants, which this day have S2.Ve<I 
thy life, and the lives of thy sons and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and 
the lives of thy concubines; in that thou lo vest them that hate thee, and ha test them 
that love thee. For thou hast declared this day, that princes and servants arc nought 
unto thee: for this day I perceive, that if Absalom had lived, and all we had died 

7 this day, then it had pleased thee well. Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak 
comfortably unto thy servants: for I swear by the LORD, if thou go not forth, there 
will no~ tarry a man with thee this night: and that will be worse unto thee than all 
the evil that hath befallen thee from thy youth until now. Then the king arose, and 
sat in the gale. And they told unto all the people, saying, Behold, the king doth sit 
in the gate: and all the people came before the king. · 

9 Now Israel had fled every man to his tent. And all the people were at strife 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, The king delivered us out of the hand of 
our enemies, and he saved us out of the hand of the Philistines; and now he is fled 
out of the land from Absalom. And Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in 
battle. Now therefore why speak ye not a word of bringing the king back? 

u And king David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak unto 
the elders of Judah, saying, Why are ye the last to bring the king back to his house? 
seeing the speech of all Israel is come to the king, to bring him to his house. Ye arc 
my brethren, ye are my bone and my flesh: wherefore then are ye the last to bring 

13 back the king? And say ye to Amasa, Art thou not my bone and my flesh? God 
do so to me, and more also, if thou be not captain of the host before me continually 
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in the room of Joab. And he bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, even as the 14 
heart of one man; so that they sent unto the king, saying, Return thou, and all thy 
serrnnts. So the king returned, and came to Jordan. And Judah came to Gilgal, 
to go to meet the king, to bring the king over Jordan. 

And Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjamite, which was of Bahurim, hasted and 16 
came down with the men of Judah to meet king David." And there were a thousand 
men of Benjamin with him, and Ziba the sen·ant of the house of Saul, and his fifteen 
sons and his twenty servants with him; and they went through Jordan in the presence 
of the king. .\nd there went over a ferry boat to bring over the king's household, 
and to do what lw thought good. And Shimci the son of Gera fell down before the 
king, when he was come O\'er Jordan. And he said unto the king, Let not my lord 19 

impute iniquity unto me, neither do thou remember that which thy servant did per
\Wsely the day that my lord the king went out of Jerusalem, that. the king should 
take it to his heart. For thy servant doth know that I have sinned: therefore, 
hehold, I am come this day the first of all the house of Joseph to go down to meet 
my lord the king. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, Shall not Shimei 21 

he put to death for this, because he cursed the LORD'S anointed? And DaYid said, 
What ha,·e I to do with you, ye sons of Zcruiah, that ye' should this day be adversaries 
unto me? shall there any man be put to death this day in Israel? for do not I know 
that I am this day king over Israel? And the king said unto Shimei, Thou shalt not 
die. And the king sware unto him. 

And l\fephihosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king; and he had 24 

neither dressed his feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor washed his clothes, from the day 
the king departed until the day he came home in peace. And it came to pass, when 
he was come to Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king said unto him, \\'herefore 
wen test not thou with me, Mephibosheth? And he answered, My lord, 0 kin)?;, my 
servant deceived me: for thy scrrnnt said, I .will saddle me an ass, that I may ride 
thereon, and go with the king; because thy servant is lame. And he hath slandered 27 
thy servant unto my Joni the king; but my lord the king is as an angel of God: do 
therefore what is good in thine eyes. For all my father's house were but dead men 
before my lord the king: yet didst thou set thy servant among them that did eat at 
thine own table. \\'hat right therefore have I yet that I should cry any more unto 
the king? And the king said unto him, Why speakest thou any more of thy mailers? 
I say, Thou and Ziba divide the land. And Mephibosheth said unto the king, Yea, 
let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king is come in peace unto his own house. 

And Bar7.illai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim; and he went over Jordan 31 

with the kin~, to conduct him over Jordan. Now Barzillai was a very aged man, 
e\·cn fourscore years old: and he had provide~ the king with sustenance while he lay 
at :\lahanaim; for he was a very great man. And the king said unto Barzillai, Come 
thou over with me, and I will sustain thee with me in Jerusalem. And Barzillai said 
unto the king, How many are the days of the years of my life, that I should go up 
with the king unto Jerusalem? I am this day fourscore years old: can I discern 35 
between good and bad? can thy servant taste what I eat or what I drink? can I hear 
any more the voice of singing men and singing women? wherefore then should thy 
sen·ant be yet a burden unto my lor<l the king? Thy servant would but just go over 
Jordan with the king: and why should the king recompense it me with such a reward? 
Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own city, by the 37 
grave of my father and my mother. But behold, thy servant Chim ham; let him go 
over with my lord the king; and do to him what shall seem good unto thee. And the 
king answered, Chimham shall go over with me, and I will do to him that which 
shall seem good unto thee: and whatsoever thou shalt require of me, that will 1 do 
for thee. And all the people went over Jordan; and the king went over: and the 3~ 
king kissed Barzillai, and blessed him; and he returned unto his own place. 
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4o So the king went over to Gilgal, and Chim ham went over with him: and all the 
people of Judah brought the king over, and also half the people of Israel. And 
behold, all the men of Israel came to the king, and said unto the king, Why hav~ 
our brethren the men of Judah stolen thee away, and brought the king, and his 

42 household, over Jordan, and all David's men with him? And all the men of Judah 
answered the men of Israel, Because the king is near of kin to us: wherefore then be 
ye angry for this matter? have we eaten at all of the king's cost? or hath he given 
us any gift? And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, and said, We have 
ten parts in the king, and we have also more right in David than ye: why then did 
ye despise us, that our advice should not be first had in bringing back our king? 
And the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel. 

20 And there happened to be there a man of Ilelial, whose name was Sheba, the son of 
Bichri, a Benjamite: and he blew the trumpet, and said, We have no portion in David, 
neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, O Israel. 
So all the men of Israel went up from following David, and followed Sheba the son 
of Bichri: but the men of Judah clave unto their king, from Jordan even to Jerusalem. 

3 And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women 
his concubines, whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in ward, and 
provided them with sustenance, _but went not in unto them. So they were shut up 
unto the day of their death, living in widowhood. 

4 Then said the king to Amasa, Call me the men of Judah together within three 
days, and be thou here present. So Amasa went to call the men of Judah together: 
but he tarried longer than the set time which he had appointed him. And David 
said to Abishai, Now shall Sheba the son of Bichri do us more hann than did Absalom: 
take thou thy lord's servants, and pursue after him, lest he get him fenced cities, and 

7 escap~ out of our sight. And there went out after him Joab's men, and the Chere
thites and the Pelethites, and all the mighty men: and they went out of Jerusalem, 
to pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri. When they were at the great stone which 
is in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them. And Joab was girded with his apparel of 
war that he had put on, and thereon was a girdle with a sword fastened upon his loins 

9 in the sheath thereof; and as he went forth it fell out. And Joab said to Amasa, Is 
it well with thee, my brother? And Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right 
hand to kiss him. But Amasa took no heed to the sword that was in Joab's hand: 
so he smote him therewith in the belly, and shed out his bowels to the ground, and 
struck him not again; and he died. And J oab and Abishai his brother pursued after 

II Sheba the son of Bichri. And there stood by him one of Joab's young men, and said, 
He that favoureth Joab, and he that is for David, let him follow Joab. And Amasa 
lay wallowing in his blood in the mid~t of the high way. And when the man saw 
that all the people stood still, he carried Amasa out of the high way into the field, and 
cast a garment over him, when he saw that every one that came by him stood still. 

13 When he was removed out of the high way, all the people went on after Joab, to pur
sue after Sheba the son of Bichri. And he went through all the tribes of Israel unto 
Abel, and to Beth-maacah, and all the Berites: and they were gathered together, and 
went also after him. And they came and besieged him in Abel of Beth-maacah, and 
they cast up a mount against the city, and it stood against the rampart: and all Lhe 

16 people that were with Joab haltered the wall, to throw it down. Then cried a wise 
woman out of the city, Hear, hear; say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, 
that I may speak with thee. And he came near unto her; and the woman said, Art 
thou Joab? And he answered, I am. Then she said unto him, Hear the words of 
thine handmaid. And he answered, I do hear. Then she spake, saying, They were 
wont to speak in old time, saying, They shall surely ask counsel at Abel: and,so they 

19 ended the matter. I am of them that'are peaceable and faithful in Israel: thou 
seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel: why wilt thou swallow up the in-
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heritance of the LORD? And Joab answered and said, far be it, far be it from me, 20 

that I should swallow up or destroy. The matter is not so: but a man of the hill 
country of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, hath lifted up his hand against 
the king, ewn against Da\'id: deliver him only, and I will depart from the city. 
And the woman said unto Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall. 
Then the woman went unto all the people in her wisdom. And they cut off the head 22 

of Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab. And he blew the trumpet, 
and they were dispersed from the city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned to 
Jerusalem unto the king. 

Officers of David 
'\ow Joab was OYer all the host of Israel: I Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was the 

ancl Tirnaiah the son of JC"hoiada was over recorder: and Shcva was srribe: and Za- 25 
the Cherethih» and owr the Pelrthites: dok and Ahiathar were priests: and Ira 
and ,\doram was over the tribute: and also the Jairite was priest unto David. 

And there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and 21 
Oa\"id sought the face of the LORD. And the LORD said, It is for Saul, and for his 
hlnorly home, because he put to death the Gibconitcs. And the king 
called the Gibeonilcs, and said unto them; (now the Gibeoniles were Various 
n.11 of_ the children of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amoritcs; and "ff:::X!~8 of 
the d11ldrcn of Israel had sworn unto them: and Saul sought to slay Reign 
them in his zeal for the children of Israel and Judah:) and David said 3 
unto the Gibconites, What shall I do for you? and wherewith shall I make atone
mrnt, that \'e mav bless the inheritance of the LORD? And the Gibeonites said unto 
him, It is. no mailer of sih·er or gold between us and Saul, or his house; neither 
i;; it for us lo put any man to death in Israel. And he said, What ye shall say, 
that will I do for you. And they said unto the king, The man that consumed us, 
and that de\'ised against us. that we should be destroyed from remaining in any of 
the Lorders of Israel, let snen men of his sons be delivered unto us, and we will 6 
hang them up unto the LORD in Gihcah of Saul, the chosen of the LORD. And 
the kin.e: said, I will gil'c them. But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jnnathan the son of Saul, because of the LORD'S oath that was between them, 
lil'lween Dadrl and Jonathan the son of Saul. But the king took the two sons 
of Rizpah the <laughter of Aiah, whom she bare unto Saul, Armoni and 1\1ephi
lllbheth; and the fi,·e sons of l\Iichal the daughter of Saul, whom she Lare to 
.\clricl the son of Barzillai the Meholathite: and he delivered them into the hands 9 
of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the mountain before the LORD, and 
they fell all sel'en together: and they were put to death in the days of harvest, in the 
lirst clays, at the beginning of barley harvest. And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah 
luok sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest 
until water was poured upon them from heaven; and she suffered neither the birds 
of the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night. And it was II 
t"ld Dal'id what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done. 
:\nd Da1·id went anrl took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from 
the men of Jabesh-gilead, which had stolen them from the street of Bcth-shan, where 
the Philistines had hanged them, in the day that the Philistines slew Saul in Gilboa: 
and he brought up from thence the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son; 
and they gathered the bones of them that were hanged. And they buried the bones 14 
of Saul and Jonathan his son in the country of Benjamin in Zela, in the sepulchre of 
Kish his father: and they performed all that the king commanded. And after that 
Go<l was intreated for the land. 

And the Philistines had war again with Israel; and David went down, and his 
scrrnnls with him, and fought against the Philistines: and David waxed faint. And 16 
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Ishbi-benob, which was of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose spear was three 
hundred shekels of brass in weight, he being girded with a new sword, thought to 
have slain David. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the 
Philistine, and killed him. Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou 
shalt go no more out with us to battle, that thou quench not the lamp of Israel. 

1s And it came to pass after this, that there was again war with the Philistines at 
Gob: then Sibbecai the Hushathite slew Saph, which was of the sons of the giant. 
And there was again war with the Philistines at Gob; and Elhanan the son of Jaarc
oregim the Beth-lehemite slew Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like 

20 a weaver's beam. And there was again war at Gath, where was a man of great 
stature, that had on every hand six fingers, and on every foot six toes, four and twenty 
in number; and he also was born to the giant. And when he defied Israel, Jonathan 
the son of Shimei David's brother slew him. These four were born to the giant in 
Gath; and they fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of his servants. 

22 And David spake unto the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD 

3 

5 

IO 

16 

delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul: and 
he said: 

David's Song of Victory 
The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer, even mine; 

The God of my rock, in him will· I trust; 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge; 

My saviour, thou savest me from violence. 
I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: 

So shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

For the waves of death compassed me, 
The floods of ungodliness made me afraid. 

The cords of Sheol were round about me: 
The snares of death came upon me. 

In my distress I called upon the LoRD, 
Yea, I called unto my God: 

And he heard my voice out of his temple, 
And my cry came into his ears. 

Then the earth shook and trembled, 
The foundations of heaven moved 
And were shaken, because he was wroth. 

There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, 
And fire out of his mouth devoured: 
Coals were kindled by it. 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down; 
And thick darkness was under his feet. 

And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: 
Yea, he was seen upon the wings of the wind. 

And he made darkness pavilions round about him, 
Gathering of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 

At the brightness before him coals of fire were kindled. 
The LORD thundered fro"m heaven, 
And the Most High uttered his voice. 

And he sent out arrows, and scattered them; 
Lightning, and discomfited them. 

Then the channels of the sea appeared, 
The foundations of the world were laid bare, 
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Bv the rebuke of the LORD, 
· At the blast of the breath of his nostrils. 

He sent from on high, he took me; 
He drew me out of many waters; 

He delivered me from my strong enemy, 
from them that hated me; 
For they were too mighty for me. 

They came upon me in the day of my calamity: 
llut the LORD was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into a large place: 
He delivered me, because he delighted in me. 

The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness: 

II Samuel 

According to the cleanness of my hands hath he ..-ecompensed me. 
For I ha1·c kept the ways of the LORD, 

:\nrl have not wickedly departed from my God. 
For all his judgements were before me: 

And as for his statutes, I did not depart from them. 
I was also perfect toward him, 

And I kept myself from mine iniquity. 
Thereic.re hath the LORD recompensed me according to my righteousness; 

.-\ccording to my cleanness in his eyesight. 
With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, 

\\'ith the perfect man thou wilt shew thyself perfect; 
With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; 

Ancl with the perverse thou wilt shew thyself froward. 
And the afllicted people thou wilt save: 

But thine eyes are upon the haughty, 
That thou mayest bring them down. 

For thou art my lamp, 0 LORD: 
And the LORD will lighten my darkness. 

For by thee I run upon a troop: 
By my God do I leap over a wall. 

As for God, his way is perfect: 
The worrl of the LoRlJ is tried; 

I-IP is a shield, unto ;i.ll them that trust in him. 
For who is God, save the LORD? 

And who is a rock, save our God? 
God is my strong fortress: 

An<l he guideth the perfect in his way. 
He maketh his feet like hinds' feet: 

And setteth me upon my high places . 
. He teacheth my hands to war; 

So that mine arms do bend a bow of brass. 
Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: 

And thy gentleness hath made me great. 
Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, 

And my feet have not slipped. 
I have pursued mine enemies, 
And destroyed them; 

Neither did I turn again till they were consumed. 
And I have consumed them, 
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And smitten them through that they cannot arise: 
Yea, they are fallen under my feet. 

For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: 
Thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me. 

Thou hast also made mine enemies turn their backs unto me, 
That I might cut off them that hate me. 

They looked, but there was none to save; 
EYen unto the LORD, but he answered them not. 

Then did I beat them small as the dust of the earth, 
I did stamp them as the mire of the streets, and did spread them 

abroad. 
Thou also hast delivered me from the striYings of my people; 
Thou hast kept me to be the head of the nations: 

A•people whom I haYe not known shall serve me. 
The strangers shall submit themselves unto me: 

As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me. 
The strangers shall fade away, 

And shall come trembling out of their close places. 

The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; 
And exalter] be the God of the rock of my salvation: 

Even the God that executeth vengeance for me, 
And bringeth down peoples under me, 

And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies: 
Yea, Lhou liftesl me up abo\'e them that rise up against me: 
Thou dcliYcrest me from the violent man. 

Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, 0 LORD, among the oations, 
And will sing praises unto thy name. 

Great deliverance giveth he to his king: 
And sheweth lovingkindness to his anointed, 

To David and~ to his seed, for evermore. 

The Last Words of David 
David the son of Jesse saith, 

And the man who was raised on high saith, 
The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel: 

The spirit of the LORD spake by me, 
And his word was upon my tongue. 

The God of Israel said, 
The Rock of Israel spake to me: 

"One that ruleth over men righteously, 
That ruleth in the fear of God, 

He shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 
A morning without clouds; 

When the tender grass springeth out of the earth, 
Through clear shining after rain." 

For is not my house so with God? 
For he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, 
Ordered i!1 all things, and sure: 

For all my salvation, and all my desire, 
Will he not make it to grow? 
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But the ungodly shall be all of them as thorns to be thrust away, b 

For they cannot be taken with the hand: 
But the man that toucheth them must be armed with iron and the staff 

of a spear; 
And they shall be utterly burned with fire in their place. 

David's Mighty Men 
These be the names of the mightv merr 

wlwm David had: Josheb-basshebcth a 
Tahchemonitc. chief of the captains; the 
sam<" was . .\<lino the Eznite, against eight 
hundred slain at one time. And after him 
was Elra7.ar the son of Dodai the son of an 
.-.\hohitC', one of the threr mighty mC'n with 
])avid, when tlwv dcf1e<l the Philistines 
that were there gaihC'red together to battle, 
and the men nf brad were gone away: 

o lw arose, and snh)le the Philistines until 
hi~ hand was wean·, ancl his hand clave 
unto the sword: an~l the LORD wrought a 
great victory that day; and the people 
returned after him only to spoil. And after 
hi:n was Shammah the son of Agee a 
Hararite. Ancl th<" Philistines were gath
erl·d together into a troop, '"lhcrc was a. 
pint of i>;roun<l full of l<"nlils; and the people 

2 ibl from th<" Philistines. But he stood in 
the m iclst of the plot, and defended it, and 
>kw the Philistines: and the LORD wrought 
a great \"ictnry. Ami three of the thirty 
chid went down, anrl came to David in 
the han-cst time unto the cave of Adullam; 
and the troop of the Philistines were en-

~ ,-.imper! in the \"alky of Rephaim. And 
Jlavirl was then in the holrl, and the gar
rison of the Philistines was then in Beth
lehem. ..\nd IJadrl longed, and said, Oh 
that one would give me water to drink of 
the well of Beth-lehem, which is. bv the 

6 gate! And the three mighty men brake 
through the host of the Philistines, and drew 
water out of the well of Ileth-k•hem, that was 
Ii,· the gate, and took it, and brought it to 
lladd: hut he would not drink thereof, 

7 hut poured it out unto the LORD. And he 
said, B<· it far frnm me, 0 LORD, that I 
should do this: shall I drink the Llood of 
the men that went in jeopardy of their 
Jin:·s? therefore hr would not drink it. 
These things r!irl the three mighty men. 

8 ,\nd Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of 
Zcruiah, was chief of the three. And he 

lifted up his spear against three hundred 
and slew them, and had a name among 
the three. \Vas he not most honourable of 
the three? therefore he was made their 
captain: howbeit he attainc<l not unto the 
first three. And Benaiah the son of 2C 

Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man of 
Kabzeel, who had done mighty deeds, he 
slew the t WO sons or Arid of Moa h: he 
went down also and slew a lion in the niidst 
of a pit in time of snol\': and he slc'v an 21 
Egyptian, a goodly man: and the Egyptian 
had a spear in his hand; but he went down 
to him with a staff, and plucked the spear 
out of the Egyptian's hand, and slew him 
with his own spear. These things <lid 22 

Benaiah the son of Jehoia<la, and had a 
name among the three mighty men. He 
w;1s more honourable than ihe thirty, but 
he attained not to the first three. And 
David set him over his guar<l. 

Asahcl the brother of Joa b was one of 24 
the thirtv; Elhanan the son of Dodo of 
Beth-leh~m; Shammah the Harodite, 
Elika the Harodite; Helcz the Paltitc, Ira 
the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; Abiezcr 
the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Husha
thite; Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the 28 
Netophathitc; Hclcb the son of Baanah 
the Nctophathitc, Ittai the son of Ribai of 
Gibeah of the children of Benjamin; Ben
aiah a Pirathonite, Hirldai of the brooks of 
Gaash; Abi-albon the Arhathit<·, Azmaveth 31 
the Barhumite; Eliahba the Shaa!honite, 
the sons of Jashcn, Jonathan: Shammah 
the Harnrite, Ahiam the son of Sharar the 
Ararite; Eliphelct the son of Ahasbai, th<" 
son of the Maacathitc, Eliam the son of 
Ahithophel the Gilonill"; Hezro the Car- 35 
melite, Paarai the Ar bite; I gal the son of 
Nathan of Zobah, Bani the c;adite; Zelek 
the Ammonitc, Naharni the Beerothitc, 
armourbcarcrs to J oab the son of Zeruiah; 
Irn the Ithritc, Gareb the Ithrite, Uriah 
the Hittite~ thirty and seven in all. 

Story of the Numbering of the People 
Anrl again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he nioved David 24 

against them, saying, Go, number Israel and Judah. And the king said to Joab the 
captain of the host, which W'lS with him, Go now to and fro through all the tribes of 
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Israel, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, and number ye the people, that I may know the 
3 sum of the people. And Joab said unto the king, Now the LORD thy God add unto 

the people, how many soever they be, an hundredfold, and may the eyes of my lord 
the king sec it: but why doth my lord the king delight in this thing? Notwithstand
ing the king's word prevailed against Joab, and against the captains of the host. 
And Joab and the captains of the host went out from the presence of the king, to 

S number the people of Israel. And they passed over Jordan, and pitched in Aroer, 
on the right side of the city that is in the middle of the valley of Gad, and unto Jazer: 
then they came to Gilead, and to the land of Tahtim-hodshi; and they came to 
Dan-jaan, and round about to Zidon, and came to the strong hold of Tyre, and to 
all the cities of the Hivites, and of the Canaanites: and they went out to the south of 

8 Judah, at Beer-sheba. So when they had gone to and fro through all the land, they 
came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. And Joab gave up 
the sum of the numbering of the people unto the king: and there were in Israel 
eight hundred thousand valiant men that drew the sword; and the men of Judah 
wete five hundred thousand men. 

Io And David's heart smote him after that he had numbered the people. And 
David said unto the LORD, I have sinned greatly in that I have done: but now, 0 
LORD, put away, I beseech thee, the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very 
foolishly. And when David rose up in the morning, the word of the LORD came unto 
the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, Go and speak unto David, Thus saith the 
LORD, I ofTer thee three things: choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee. 

I3 So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine 
come unto thee in thy land? or wilt t~ou flee three months before thy foes while they 
pursue thee? or shall there be three days' pestilence in thy land? now advise thee, 
and consider what answer I shall return to him that sent me. And David said unto 
Gad, I am in a great strait: let us fall now into the hand of the LORD; for his mercies 

IS are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man. So the LORD sent a pestilence 
upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed: and there died of the people 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba seventy thousand men. And when the angel stretched 
out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD repented him of the evil, and 
said to the angel that destroyed the people, It is enough: now stay thine hand. And 

I7 the angel of the LORD was by the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. And 
David spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel that smote the people, and said, 
Lo, I have sinned, and I have done perversely: but these sheep, what have they done? 
let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my father's house. 

And Gad came that day to David, and said unto him, Go up, rear an altar unto 
I9 the LORD in the threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebusite. And David went up accord

ing to the saying of Gad, as the LORD commanded. And Araunah looked forth, and 
saw the king and his servants coming on toward him: and Araunah went out, and 
bowed himself before the king with his face to the ground. And Araunah said, 
Wherefore is my lord the king come to his servant? And David said, To buy the 
threshing-floor of thee, to build an altar unto the LORD, that the plague may be 

22 stayed from the people. And Araunah said unto David, Let my lord the king take 
and offer up what seemeth good unto him: behold, the oxen for the burnt offering, 
and the threshing instruments and the furniture of the oxen for the wood: all this, 
0 king, doth Araunah give .unto the king. And Araunah said unto the king, The 
LORD thy God accept thee. And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will verily 
buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my Go<l 
which cost .me nothing. So David bought the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty 

"5 shekels of silver. And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt 
offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD was intreated for the land, and the plague 
was stayed from Israel. 
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REIGN OF SOLOMON 

Now king David was old and stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, I 
hut he gat no heat. Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be sought 
for my lord the king a young virgin: and let her stand before the king, . 
and cherish him; and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord lhe king may ~fu~~~~si~: 
get heat. So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts m 
of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. Ancl 
the damsel was very fair; and she cherished the king, and ministered to him; but 
the king knew her not. 

Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and S 
he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. And his 
father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? and he 
was also a very goodly man; and he was born after Absalom. And he conferred 
with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: and they following 
Adonijah helped him. But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jchoiada, and a 
Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men which belonged lo 
David, were not with Adonijah. And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fatlings 
bv the stone of Zohcleth, which is beside En-ro11:el; and he callee\ all his brethren 
the king's sons, and all the men of Judah the king's servants: but Nathan the prophet, 
and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not. 

Then Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou n 
not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth 
it not? Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest 
save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. Go and get thee in unto king 
Da\·id, and say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, 0 king, swear unto thine hancl
maid, saying, Assureclly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon 
my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign? Behold, while thou yet talkest there 14 
with the king, J also will come in after thee, and confirm thy words. And Bath
sheba went in unto the king into the chamber: and the king was very old; and 
Ahishag the Shunammite ministered unto the king. And Bath-sheha bowed, and 
did obeisance unto the king. And the king said, What wouldest thou? And she 
said unto him, '.\1y lord, thou swarest by the LORD thy God unto thine· handmaid, 
saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne. And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and thou, my lord the king, know<'st 18 
it not: and he hath slain oxen and fatlings and sheep in abundance, and hath called 
all thC' sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host: 
but Solomon thy servant hath he not called. And thou, my lord the king, the eyes of 
all Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell them who shall sit on the throne of 
my lord the king after him. Otherwise"it shall come to pass, when my lord the king 21 

shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon shall be counted offenders. 
And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet came in. And they 
tcld the king, saying, Behold, Nathan the prophet. And when he was come in before 
the king, he bowed himself before the king with his face to the ground. And Nathan 
said, ;'.1 y lord, 0 king, hast thou sairl, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall 
oit upon my throne' For he is gone down this day, and hath slain oxen and failings 25 
and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king's sons, and the captains of the 
host, and Ahiathar the priest; and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, 
God save king A<lonijah. But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the priest, and 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he not called. Js this 
t~ing done by my lord the king, and thou hast not shewed unto thy servants who should 
sit on the throne of my lord the king after him? Then king David answerer\ and 28 
said, Call me Bath-sheba. And she came into the king's presence, and stood before 
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29 the king. And the king sware, and said, As the LORD livelh, who hath redeemccl 
my soul oul of all adversity, verily as I sware unto thee by the LORD, the God of 
Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon 
my throne in my stead; verily so will I do this day. Then Bath-sheba bowed with 
her face to the earth, and did obeisance to the king, and said, Let my lord king David 
live for ever. And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the 

33 prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came before the king. And 
the king said unto them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon 
my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon: and let Zadok 
the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye 
with the trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. Then ye shall come up after 
him, and he shall come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my slead: 

36and I have appointed him to be prince over Israel and over Judah. And Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and said, Amen: the LORD, the God of my 
lord the king, say so too. As the LORD hath been with my lord the king, even so be lw 
with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord king David. 

So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
and the Cherethites and the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon 

39 king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. And Zadok the priest look the horn 
' of oil out of the Tent, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all 

the people said, God save king Solomon. And all the people came up after him, and 
the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earlh rent with 
the sound of them. And Adonijah and all the guests that were with him heard it 
as they had made an e!'d of eating. And when Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, 

42 he said, Wherefore is this noise of the city being in an uproar? While he yet spake, 
behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest came: and Adonijah said, Come 
in; for thou art a worthy man, and bringest good tidings. And Jonathan answered 
and said to Adonijah, Verily our lord king David hath made Solomon king: and tlw 
king hath sent with him Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites, and they have caused him 

45 to ride upon the king's mule: and Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have 
anointed him king in Gihon: and they are come up from thence rejoicing, so that 
the city rang again. This is the noise that ye have heard. And also Solomon sitteth 
on the throne of the kingdom. And moreover the king's servants came to bless our 
lord king David, saying, Thy God make the name of Solomon better than thy name, 
and make his throne greater than thy throne: and the king bowed himself upon the 

48 bed. And also thus said the king, Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, which 
hath given one to sit on my throne this day, mine eyes even seeing it. And all the 
guests of Adonijah were afraid, and rose up, and went every man his way. And 
Aclonijah feared because of Solomon; and he arose, and went, and. caught hold on 

51 the horns ohhe altar. And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah fearelh 
king Solomon: for, lo, he hath laid hold on the horns of the altar, saying, Let king 
Solomon swear unto me this day that he will not slay his servant with the sword. 
And Solomon said, If he shall shew himself a worthy man, there shall not an hair of 
him fall tq the earth: but if wickedness be found in him, he shall die. So king 
Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he came and clicl 
obeisance to king Solomon: and Solomon said unto him, Go to thine house. 

2 Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon 
his son, saying, I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew 
thyself a man; and keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to 
keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgements, and his testimonies, 
according to that which is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in 

4all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou tumest thyself: that the LORD may 
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establish his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed 
to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, 
there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel. Moreover thou 5 
knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did unto me, even what he did to the 
two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the 
son of ]ether, wlll)m he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the bloocl 
of war upon his ginllc that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his 
feet. Do thcrdorl' according to thy wisclom, ancl let not his hoar hcacl go down to the 6 
)!;ra\'e in peac!'. But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileaclite, ancl let 
them be of thn>c that eal at thy table: for so they came to me when I fled from 
:\bsalom thy brother. And, behold, there is with thee Shimei the son of Gera, the 
Benjamitc, of Bahurim, who cursed me with a griernus curse in the day when I went 
to :\Iahanaim: hut he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware Lo him by the 
LoRn, saying, I will not put thee to cleath with the sword. Now therefore holcl him 9 
rhit guiltless, for thou art a wise man; and thou wilt know what thou oughtest to do 
unto him, and thou shalt bring his hoar head down to the grave with blood. 

And Da\'icl >il'pt with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David. And the 
days that Da\'id reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years reigned he in 
Hebron, and thirty anll three years reigned he in Jerusalem . 

. .\nd Solomon sat upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was 12 

c.slahlished grPatly. Then Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bath-sheba the 
mother of Solomon. Ancl she said, Comest thou peaceably> And he said, Peace
ably. He said morl'o\'er, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And she said, Say on . 
. .\n<l he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set their 
faces on me, that I should rei~: howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and is be
come my brother's: for it was his from the LORD. And now I ask one petition of 16 
thee, deny me not. :\ml she said unlo him, Say on. And he said, Speak, I pray 
thee, unto Solomon the king, (for he will not say thee nay,) that he give me Abishag 
the Shunamrnite to wife. And Bath-sheba sair!, Well; I will speak for thee unto 
the king. Bath-slwba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak unto him for 
Arlonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat 
down on his throne, and caused a throne to be set for the king's mother; and she 
sat on his right bane!. Then she sairl, I ask one small petition of thee; deny me not. 20 

:\nrl the king said unto her, Ask on, my mother: ror I will not deny thee. And she 
s·1irl, Let Abis!ng the Shunammite be given to Adonijah thy brother to. wife. And 
king Solomon answered and said unto his mother, And why dost thou ask Abishag 
the Shunammite for Adonijah> ask ror him the kingdom also; for he is mine elder 
brother; even ror him, and for Abiathar the priesl, and for Joah the son of Zcruiah. 
Thl'n king Solomon sware by the LoRll, saying, God do so to me, and more also, if 23 
Adoni.iah have not spoken this wore] against his own life. Now therefore as the 
LoRIJ li,·eth, who hath established me, and set me on the throne of David my father, 
and who hath made me an house, as he promised, surely Adonijah shall be put to 
<lea.Ir this day. And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; 
and he fell upon him, that he died. And unto Abiathar the priest said the king, 26 
Gl'I thee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields; for thou art worthy of death: but I 
will not at this time put thee to death, because thou barest the ark of the Lord Gon 
before David my father, and because thou wast aillicted in all wherein my father was 
afllictccl. So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto the LORD; that 
he might fulfil the worcl of the LORD, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in 
Shiloh. 

And the tidings came lo Joab: for Joab had turned after Adonijah, though he 28 
turned not after Absalom. And Joab Iler! unto the Tent of the LORD, and caught 
hold on the horns of the altar. And it was told king Solomon, Joab is fled unto the 
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Tent of the LORD, and, behold, he is by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the 
30 son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him. And llenaiah came to the Tent of the 

LORD, and said unto him, Thus saith the king, Come forth. And he said, Nay; but 
I will die here. And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, Thus said Joab 
and thus he answered me. And the king said unto him, Do as he hath said and fali 
upon him, and bury him; that thou mayest take away the blood, which J~ah shed 

32 without cause, from me and from my father's house. And the LORD shall return 
his blood upon his own head, because he fell upon two men more righteous and better 
than he, and slew them with the sword, and my father David knew it not, to wit, 
Abner the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of }ether, 
captain of the host of Judah. So shall their blood return upon the head of Joab, 
and upon the head of his seed for ever: bu.t unto David, and unto his seed, and unto 

34 his house, and unto his throne, shall there be peace for ever from the LORD. Then 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him, and slew him; and he 
was buried in his own house in the wilderness. And the king put Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada in his room over the host: and Zadok the priest did the king put in the 
room of Abiathar. 

36 And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, Build thee an house 
in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth thence any whither. For on the day 
thou goest out, and passcst over the brook Kidron, know thou for certain that thou 
shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head. And Shimei said unto the 
king, The saying is good: as my lord the king hath said, so will thy sen•ant do. And 

39 Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days. And it came to pass at the end of three 
years, that two of the servants of Shimci ran away unto Achish, son of l\Iaacah, king 
of Gath And they told Shimei, saying, Behold, thy servants be in Gath. And 
Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, and went to Gath to Achish, to seek his servants: 
and Shimei went, and brought his servants from Gath. And it was told Solomon 

42 that Shimei harl gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and was come again. And the king 
sent and called for Shimci, and said unto him, Did I not make thee to swear by the 
LoRn, and protested unto thee, saying, Know for certain, that on the day thou goest 
out, and walkcst abroad any whither, thou shalt surely die? and thou saidst unto 
me, The saying that I have heard is good. Why then hast thou not kept the oath of 

44 the LORD, and the commandment that I have charged thee with? The king said 
moreover to Shimei, Thou knowest all the wickedness which thine heart is privy to, 
that thou didst to David my father: therefore the LORD shall return thy wickedness 
upon thine own head. But king Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of DaYid 
shall be established before the LORD for ever. So the king commanded Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada; and he went out, and fell upon him, that he died. And the king
dom was established in the hand of Solomon. 

3 And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's 
daughter, and brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end of build
ing his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem round about. 
Only the people sacrificed in the high places, because there was no house built for the 
name of the LORD until those davs. And Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the 
statutes of David his father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places. 

4 And the king went to Giheon to sacrifice there; for that was the great high place: 
a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. In Gibeon the LORD 

appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I 
~:10~:n on shall give thee. And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant 

e rone David my father great kindness, according as he walked before thee 
in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast 
kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, 
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as it is this clay. And now, 0 LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king in- 7 
stead of Dal'id my father: and I am but a little child; I know not how to go out or 
come in. Ancl thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, 
a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Gil'e thy ser
l'ant therefore an understanding heart lo judge thy people, that I may discern he
twecn good and evil; for who is able to judge this thy !(real people? And the 10 

speech pleasccl the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And God saicl unto 
him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; 
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but 
ha,;t asked f,,r thyself understanding to discern judgement; behold, I hal'e done 
according to thy word: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so 
that there hath been none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any ari,;e like 
unto thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riche:i 13 
and honour, so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee, all thy 
clays. And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my starutes and my command
ments, a; thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. And Solomon 
awoke, and, behulcl, it was a dream: and he came to Jerusalem, ancl stood before 
the ark o[ the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt oITerings, ancl o!Terecl 
peace oJTcrings, and made a feast to all his servants. 

Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the king, and stood before i6 
him. And the one woman said, Oh my lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; 
ancl I was delil'crc<I of a child with her in the house. And it came to pass the third 
day after I was delivered, that this woman was delivered also; and we were together; 
there was no slrang,·r with us in the ho11se, save we two in the house. And this 
woman's chilcl clicd in the night; because she overlaid it. And she arose at mid- ,o 
night, and look my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, ancl laid it in 
hrr bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. And when 1 rose in the morning 
to gi,·e my child suck, hehokl, it was dead: but when I ha<l considerecl it in the morn
ing, behold, it was not my son, which I <lid bear. And the other woman said, Nay; 
hut the living is my son, and the dead is thy son. And this said, No; but the dead 
is thy son, and the lil'ing is my son. Thus they spake before the king. Then said 23 
the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, and thy son is tl,c dead: and the 
o\her saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the liYing. And the king 
said, Fetch me a s\\·orcl. And they brought a sword before the king. And the king 
saicl, Divide the lh·ing cbild in two, and gi\·e half to the one, and half \o the other. 
Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels 26 
yearned upon her son, and she said, Oh my lord, give her the living child, and in 
no wise slay it. But the other said, It shall be neither mine nor thine; divide it. 
Then the king answered and said, Giw her the living chilrl, and in no wise slay it: 
she is the mother thereof. Ancl all Israel heard of the judgement which the kin~ nacl 
judged; an<l they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in 
him, to do judgement. 

Officers of Solomon 
And king Solomon was king over all the king's friend; and Ahishar was over 

Israel. And these were the princC's whit:h the household; and Adoniran1 the son o[ 
he had; A7.ariah the son of Zaclok, the Abda was over the kvv. 
priest; Elihorcph aud Ahijah, the sons of And Solomon had 'tweh·e ollicers O\"Cr7 
Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the son of all Israel, which provided victuals for the 
.\hilucl, the recorder; and Benaiah the son of king and his household: each man had to 
J ehoiada was over the host; and Zadok and make provision for a month in the year. 
Ahiathar \\'ere prie~ts; and Azariah the And these are their nam<•s: ]kn-hur, in 
son of Nathan was over the officers; and· the hill country of Ephraim: Ikn-deker, in 
Zabud the son of Nathan was priest, and Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and Beth-
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10 shemesh, anrl Elon-beth-hanan: Ben-
hesed, in Arubboth; lo him pertained 
Socoh, and all the land of Hepher: ncn
abinadab, in all the heig!-it of Dor; he had 
Taphath the daughter of Solomon lo wife: 

12 Ilaana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach and 
Mcgiddo, and all Ileth-shcan whirh is 
beside Zarethan, beneath Jezrcel, from 
Beth-shean to Ahel-mcholah as far as he-

13 yond Jokmcam: nen-gcher, in Ramoth
gilcac!; to him pertaincrl the towns of Jair 
the son of Manasseh, which arc in Gilead; 
c\·en to him pertained the region of Argoh, 
which is in Jlashan, threescore great cities 

->S Old Testament History 

with walls and brasen bars: Ahinadah the 14 
son of lddo, in !viahanaim: Ahimaaz, in 
Naphtali; he also _took nasemath the 
daughter of Solomon to wife: llaana the 
son of Hushai, in Asher and llealoth: 
Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar: 
Shimei the son of Ela, in Benjamin: Geher 19 
the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, the 
country of Sihon king of the Amoriles and 
of Og king of Bashan; and he was the 
only officer which was in the Janel. Judah 
and Israel were manv, as the sand which 
is by the sea in 1-ri"ultitude, eating ancl 
drinking and making merry. 

21 And Solomon ruled over all the kingcloms from the l{iYer unto the land of the 
Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they brought prescnls, and served Solomon 
all the days of his life. And Solomon's proYision for one day was lhirly measures 
of fine nour, and threescore measures of meal; ten fat oxen, an cl twenty oxen out of 
the pastures, and an hundred sheep, beside harts, and gazelles, and roehucb, anrl 
fatted fowl. For he had dominion over ,all the region on this siclc the River, from 
Tiphsah even to Gaza, over all the kings on this side the Rin-r: and he had peace 

25 on all sides round about him. And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, c\·ery man under 
his vine and unc1er his fig tree, from Dan even lo Becr,shcba, all the clays of Solomon. 
And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, ancl tweh·e thou
sand horsemen. And !hose officers proviclcd Yictual for king Solomon, and for all 
that came unlo king Solomon's table, eYery man in his month: they lcl nothing he 
lacking. Barley also and straw for the horses and swift steeds brought they unto 
the place where the officers were, every man according to his charge. 

=9 And Goel gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and large-
ness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shorr. Ancl Solomon's wisdom 
excelled the wisdom of all the chilclren of the cast, and all the wisclom of Egypt. 
For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Jleman, and Calco], 
and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all the nations rouncl about. 

32 And he spake three thousand pro,·erbs: and his songs were a thousand and 1i1·e. 
And he spake of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon cYen unto the hyssop that 
springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, ancl of creeping things, 
and of fishes. And there came of all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from 
all kings of the car.th, which had heard of his wisdom. 

5 And Hiram kin):!; of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; for he had heard !hat 
they had anointed him king in the room of his father: for Iliram was e\·cr a IO\-cr of 

David. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, Thou knmYest how !hat 
~~!0T'eo~;ind David my father could not build an house for the name of the LORD his 

e God for the wars which were about him on cYcry side, until the LoRn put 
them under the soles of his feet. llut now the LORD my Goel hath gi,-cn me res! on 

s every sicle; there is neither adversary, nor e\·il occurrcnt. And, behold, I purpose to 
build an house for the name of the LORD my Goel, as the Lmm spake unto DaYicl, my 
father, saying, Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build 
the house for my name. Now therefore command thou that they hew me ceclar 
trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy servants; and I will gil"r 
thee hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt say: for thou knowest that 

1 there is not among us any that can skill to hew timber like unto the Zidonians. And 
it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, 
anci said, Blessed be the LORD this day, which hath given unto David a wise son 
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m-cr this great people. And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have heard the message 
which thou hast sent unto me: I will do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar, 
and concerning timber of fir. l\Iy servants shall bring them down from Lebanon 9 
unto the sea: and I will make them into rafts to go by"sea unto the place that thou 
shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be broken up there, and thou shalt receive 
them: and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in giving food for my household. So 
lliram gave Sulomon timber of cedar and timber of fir according to all his desire . 
. .\nd Solomon ga,·c Hiram twenty thousand measures of wheat for food to his house- 11 

hold, and twenty measures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to Hiram year by year. 
And the LoRn ga,·e Solomon wisdom, as he promised him; ancl there was peace 
between Hiram ancl Solomon; and they two made a league together. 

And king s,,Jomon raised a le,·y out of all IsraC'l; and the levy was thirty thou
sand men. And he sent them to Lebanon, ten tho.usand a month by courses: a 14 
nwnth thev were in. Lebanon, and two months at home: and Adoniram was over the 
ICY\". And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that bare burdens, and four
sro're thousand that were hewers in the mountains; besides Solomon's chief ollicers 
that were oYer the "·ork, three thousand and three hundred, which bare rule over 
the people that wrought in the work. Ancl the king commanded, and they hewed 17 
out great stones, costly stones, to lay the foundation of the house with wrough·t stone. 
:\nd Solomon's build<'rs and Hiram's builders and the Gebalites did fashion them, 
aIHl prepared the timber and the stones to build the house. 

Specification of the Temple and the Palace 
; . .\ml it rnme to I"'" in the four hundred right side of the house: and they went up 

an<l eightielh year afll'r the children of by winding stairs into the middle chambers, 
brae! were come out of the land of Egypt, and out of the middle into the third. So9 
in lhe fourlh year o( Solomon's reign o\"er he built the house, and finished it; and he 
l."iracl, in the month zi,·, which is the second covrrc<l the house with beams and planks 
month, that he began lo build the house of of cedar. And he built the stories against 

2 the Lot<D. And the house which king all the house, each five cu hits high: and 
Solomon built for the LoHD, the length thry rested on the house with timber of 
thereof was thrcl':-n>rc cubi~s, and the cedar. 
hrcadth then•of twenty cubits, and the And the wore! of the LORD came to Solo-
height thereof thirty cubits. And the mon, saying, Concerning this house which 12 

porch before the temple of the house, thou art in building, if thou wilt walk in my 
twenty cubits was the lcnglh thereof, accord- statutes, and execute my judgements, and 
ing lo the hreadth of the house; and ten keep all my commandments to walk in 
rnbits was the breadth thereof bdore the them; then will I establish my word with 

4 house. .-\ml for the house he made win- thee, which I spake unto David thy father. 
clows of ftxed lattice-work. And against And I will dwell among the children of 
the wall of the house he built stories round Israc·I, and will not forsake my people 
a 1~,ut, against the wall> of the house round Israel. 
about, both of the temple ancl of the oracle: So Solomon built tho house, and finisher! 14 
an·! he made sicle-d1ambers round about: it. And he built the walls of the house 

6 lhe nethermost stury was fi\"e cubits broad, within with boards of cedar; from the 
and the miclclk was six cubits broad, ancl Ooor of the house unto the walls of the 
tlw third was Sl'\Tll culJits broad: for on lhc ceiling, he covered them on the inside with 
oulsiclL' he made rL"l>alcments in the wall wond: ancl he covered the floor of the house 
of the house round about, that the beams with boards of fir. And he built twcntv 16 
should not have holcl in the walls of the cubits on the hinder part of tlw house with 

7 hqµsc. And thf' house, when it \\'as in boards of cedar from the floor unto the 
building, was built of stone made ready at walls: he even built them for it within, for 
the quarry: and there was neither hammer an oracle, even for the most holy place. 
nor axe nor any tool of iron hcarrl in the And the house, that is, the temple before 
house, while it was in building. The door the oracle, was forty cubits long. And there 18 
for the middle side-chambers was in the was cedar on the house within, rarved with 
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knops and open flowers: all was cedar; year, in the month Bu!, which is the eighth 
there was no slone seen. And he prepared month, was the house finished throughout 
an oracle in Lhe midst of the house within, all the parts thereof, and according Lo all 
to set there the ark of the covenant of the the· fashion of it. So was he seven years in 

20 Lo1m. And within the oracle was a space building it. 
of twenty cubits in length, and twenty And Solomon was building his own house 7 
cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the thirteen years, and he finished all his house. 
height thereof; and he overlaid it with pure For he built the house of the forest of Leba-
golcl: and he covered the allar with cedar. non; the length thereof was an hundred 
So Solomon overlaid the house within wilh cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty cubits, 
pure gold: and he drew chains of gold and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon 
across before Lhe oracle; and he overlaid it four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams 

22 with gold. And the whole house he over- upon the pillars. And it was covered with 3 
laicl with gold, until all the house was cedar above over the forty and Jive beams, 
finisher!: also the whole altar that belonged that were upon the pillars; fifteen in a row. 
to the oracle he overlaid with gold. And And there were prosrJects in three rows, 
in the oracle he made two chembim of olive and light was over against light in three 

24 wood, each Len cubits high. And five ranks. And all the doors and posts were 
cubits was the one wing of the cherub, and square in prospect: and light was over 
five cubits Lhe other wing of the cherub: from against light in three ranks. And he made 6 
the uttermost part of the one wing unlo the the porch of pillars; the length thereof was 
uttermost part of the olher were ten cubits. fifty cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty 
And the other cherub was ten cubits: both cubits; and a porch hcfore them; and 
the cherubim were of one measure and pillars and thick beams before them. And 

26 one form. The height of the one cherub he made the porch of the throne where h" 
was Len cubits, and so was it of the other might judge, even the porch of judgcmenl: 
cherub. And he set the cherubim within and it was covered with twlar from floor lo 
the inner house: and the wings of the chcru- floor. And his house where he might B 
bim were stretched forth, rn that the wing dwell, the other court within the porch, was 
of the one touched the one wall, and the of the like work. He made also an house 
wing of the other cherub touched the other for Pharaoh's daughter, (whom Solomon 
wall; and their wings touched one another had taken to wife,) like unto this porch. 

28 in the midst of the house. Am! he overlaid All these were of costly stones, even of 
the cherubim with gold. And he carved all hewn stone, according to measure, sawed 
the walls of the house round about with with saws, within and without, even from 
carved figures of cherubim and palm ~recs the foundation unto the coping, and so on 
and open flowers, within and without. the outside unto the great court. And the 10 

And the floor of Lhc house he overlaid with foundation was of costly stones, even great 
31 gold, within and without. !\nd for the stones, stones of ten cubits, and stones of 

entering of the oracle he made doors of eight cuhits. And ahove were costly 
olive wood: the lintel and door posts were stones, even hewn stone, arror<ling to 
a fifth part of the wall. So he made two measure, and cedar wood. And the great 
doors of olive wood; and he carved upon court round ahout had three rows of hewn 
them carvings of cherubim and palm trees stcinc, and a row of cedar beams; Jikc as 
and open flowers, and overlaid them the inner court of the house of the LORD, 
with golcl; and he swead the gold upon the and the porch of the house. 

33 cherubim, and upon the palm trees. So And king Solomon sent and fetched 13 
also made he for the entering of the temple Hiram out of Tvre. He was the son of a 
door posls of olive wood, out of a fourth widow woman of the trihc of Naphtali, 
parl of the wall; and two doors of fir wood; and his father was a man of T•.'re, a worker 
the two leaves of the one door were folding, in brass; and he was filled \dth wisdom 
and the two leaves of the other door were and understanding and cunning, to work 

35 folding. And he carved thereon cherubim all works in brass. And he came to king 
and palm trees and open flowers: and he Solomon, and wrought all his work. For 15 
overlaid them with gold fitted uoon the he fashiorted the two pillars of brass, of 
graven work. And he built the inner court eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line of 
with three rows of hewn stone, ar,d a row twelve cubits compassed either of them 

37 of cedar beams. In the fourth vcar was the about. And he made two chapiters of 
foundation of the house of the LORD laid, molten brass, to set upon the tops of the 
in the month Ziv. And in the eleventh pillars: the height of the one chapiter was 
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five cubits, and the height of the other pedestal, a cubit and an half: and also 
7 chapiter was live cubits. There were nets upon the mouth of it were gravings, and 

of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, their borders were foursquare, not round. 
for the chapitl'r> which were upon the top And the four wheds were underneath the 
o[ the pillars; seven for the one chapiter, borders; and the axletrees of the wheels 
and se\·en for the other chapiter. So he were in the base: and the height of a wheC'l 
made the pillars; and there were two rows was a cubit and half a cubit. And the 33 
round about upon the one network, to work of the wheels was like the work of a 
rnwr the chapiters that were upon the top chariot wheel: their axletrees, and their 
of the pillars: and so did he for the other fellocs, and their spokes, and their naves, 

9 chapiter. And the chapiters that were were all molten. And there were four un-
upon the top of the pillars in the porch were derselters al the four corners of each base: 
o[ lilv work, four cubits. And there were the undersettcrs thereof were of the base 
rhapiters abO\·e also upon the two pillars, itself. And in the top of the base was then· 35 
clnS<' b\0 the bellv which was beside the net- a round compass of half a cubit high: and 
work: ' and the pomegranates were two on the top o[ the base the stays thereof and 
hundred, in rows round about upon the the bordns thereof were of the same. 

r other chapiter. And he set up the pillars And on the plates of the stays thereof, and 
at the porch of the temple: and he set up on the borders thereof, he graved cheru-
the right pillar, and called the name thereof bim, lions, and palm trl'es, according to the 
Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, space of each, with wrl'aths round about. 
and called the naml' thereof Boaz. And After this manner he made the ten bases: 37 
upon the top of thl' pillars was lily work: all of them had one casting, one measure, 
so was the work of the pillars finished. and one form. And he made ten laYers 

'3 .'\ml he made the molten sea of ten cubits of brass: one !aver contained fort\' baths: 
from brim to brim, round in compass, and and every lavcr was four cubits: aiid upon 
the height thereof was li\'e cubits: and a everv one of the ten bases one la\'er. And 
line of thirty cubits compassed it round he s<::t the bases, five on the right side of the 
ahout. And under the brim of it round house, and five on the left side of the house: 
about there were knops which did compass and he set the sea on the right side of tht· 
it, for ten cubits, compassing the sea round house eastward, toward the south. And 40 
about: the knops were in two rows, cast Hiram made the laYers, and the shovels, 

z5 when it was cast. It stood upon twelve and the basons. So Hiram made an end 
oxen, three looking toward the north, of doing all the work that he wrought for 
and three looking toward the west, and three king Solomon in the house of the LORD: 

looking toward the south, and three look- the two pillars, and the two bowls of the 
ing toward the cast: and the sea was set chapiters that were on the top of the pillars; 
upon them above, and all their hinder parts and the two networks to cover the two howls 
were inward. And it was an handbreadth of the chapiters that were on the top of the 
thic!<; and the brim thereof was wrought pillars; and the four hundred pomegranates 42 
like the brim of a cup, like the flower of a for the two networks; two rows of pome-

'Z'J lil\': it held two thousand baths. And he granates for each network, to rover the two 
m~dc the ten bases of brass; four cubits bowls of the chapiters that were upon the 
was the length of one base, and four cubits pillars; and the ten bases, and the ten lnvers 
the breadth thereof, and three cubits the on the bases; and the one •ca, and the 
height of it. And the work of the bases twelve oxen under the sea; and the pots, 45 
was on this manner: they had borders; and the shovels, and the basons: even all 
and there were borders between the ledges: these vessels, which Hiram made for king 

29 and on the borders that were between the Solomon, in the house of the LORD, were 
ledges were lions, oxen, and chl'rubim; of hurnished brass. In thl' plain of Jordan 
and upon the kdgl's there was a pedestal did the king cast thl'm, in the clay ground 
aho\'e: and beneath the lions and oxen between Surcoth and Zarethan. And Solo-
werc wreaths of hanging work. And every mon left all the vessels unweighed, because 
base had four braS<'n wheels, and axles of they were exceeding many: the weight of 
brass: and the four feet thereof had under- the brass could not be found out. And 48 
setters: beneath the !aver were the under- Solomon made all the vessels that were in 
setters molten, with wreaths at the side of the house of the LORD: the golden altar, 

31 each. And the mouth of it within the and the table whereupon thl' shew bread 
chapiter and above was a cubit: and the was, of gold; and the candlesticks, five on 
mouth thereof was round after the work of a the right side, and live on the left, before 

317 



.! Kings 

the oracle, of pure gold; and the flowers, 
and the lamps, and the tongs, of gold; and 

50 the cups, and the snuffers, and the basons, 
and the spoons, and the firepans, of pure 
gold; and the hinges, both for the doors 
of the inner house, the most holv place, and 
for the doors of the house, to wit, of the 

-'9 Old Testament History 

temple, of gold. Thus all the work that 51 
king Solomon wrought in the house of the 
LORD was finished. And Solomon brought 
in the things which David his father had 
dedicated, even the silver, and the gold, 
and the vessels, and put them in t~e trl'as
uries of the house of the LORD. 

S Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the triLcs, 
the princes of the fathers' houses of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in 
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of Da\'id, 
which is Zion. And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon 

3 at the feast, in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. And all the cider' 
of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. And they brought up the ark of the 
LORD, and the lent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the Tent; CYcn 
these did the priests and the Levites bring up. And king Solomon and all the con
gregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, 

6 sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And 
the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD unto its place, into the 
oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubim. 
For the cherubim spread forth their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim 
covered the ark and the staves thereof above. And the sta vcs were so long that the 
ends of the staves were seen from the holy place before the oracle; but they were 

9 not seen without: and there they are, unto this day. There was nothing in the ark 
save the two tables of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a 
covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. And 
it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled 
the house of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of 
the cloud: for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD. 

1 2 Then spake Solomon, The LORD hath said that he would dwell in the thick dark-
ness. I have surely built thee an house of habitation, a place for thee to dwell in 
for ever. And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the congregation of 
Israel: and all the congregation of Israel stood. And he said, Blessed be the Lmm, 
the God of Israel, which spake with his mouth unto David my father, and hath with 

16 his hand fulfilled it, saying, Since the day that I brought forth my people Israel out 
of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an house, that my name 
might be there; but I chose David to be over my people Israel. Now it was in the 
heart of David my father to build an house for the name of the LORD, the God of 
Israel. But the LORD said unto David my father, Whereas it was in thine heart lo 

lg build an house for my name, thou didst well that it was in thine heart: nevertheless 
thou shalt not build the house; but thy son that shall come forth out of thy loins, 
he shall build the house for my name. And the LORD hath established his word that 
he spake; for I am risen up in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne of 
Israel, as the LORD promised, and have built the house for the name of the LORD, the 
God of Israel. And there have I set a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant of the 
LORD, which he made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt. 

22 And Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the congre-
gation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven: and he said: 

0 LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on 
earth beneath; who keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants, that walk before 
thee with all their heart: who hast kept with thy servant David my father that which 
thou didst promise him: yea, thou spakcst with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with 

25 thine hand, as it is this day. Now therefore, 0 LORD, the God of Israel, keep with 
thy servant David my father that which thou hast promised him, saying, There shall 
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not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; if only thy children take 
heed to their way, to walk before me as thou hast walked before me. Now there- 26 
fore, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which thou spakest unto 
thy sen·ant Dal'id my father. But will God in very deed dwell on the earth? be
hold, heawn and the heaYen of heaYens cannot contain thee; how much less this 
house that I ha,·e builded ! Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, 28 
and to his supplication, 0 LORD my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer 
which thy sen·ant prayeth before thee this day: that thine eyes may be open towards 
thi,; house night and day, even toward the place whereof thou hast said, My name 
shall be there: to hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall pray toward this 
place. And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people 30 
brae!, when they ,;hall pray toward this place: yea, hear thou in heaYen thy dwelling 
place; and when thou hearest, forgive. lf a man sin against his neighbour, and an 
oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and he come and swear before thine 
altar in this hou,;c: then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, con
demning the wicked, to brin11: his way upon his own head; and justifying the righteous, 
to gi,·e him according to his righteousness. When thy people Israel be smitten down 33 
before the enemy, because they have sinned against thee; if they turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray and make supplication unto thee in this house: 
then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them 
again unto the land which thou gavest unto their fathers. When heaven is shut up, 35 
and there is no rain, because they have sinned against thee; if they pray toward this 
place, anrl confe.<s thy name, and turn from t_heir sin, when thou dost afflict them: 
then hear thou in heaYen, and foq!;iYC the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel, 
when thou teachest them the good way wherein they should walk; and send rain 
upon thy land, which thou hast ;.(iven to thy people for an inheritance. If there be 37 
in the land famint', if there be pestilence, if there be blasting or mildew, locust or 
caterpiller; if their enemy besiege tl1em in the land of their cities; whatsoever plague,. 
whatsoe\·er sickness there be; what prayer and supplication soever be made by any 
man, or by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his own 
heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house: then hear thou in heaven thy 39 
dwelling place, and forgive, and do, and render unto every man according to all his 
ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of 
all the children of men;) that they may fear thee all the days that they live in the 
land which thou .ga,·est unto our fathers. Moreover concerning the stranger, that 
is not of thy people Israel, when he shall come out of a far country for thy name's 
sake; (for they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy mighty hand, and of thy 42 
stretched out arm;) when he shall come and pray toward this house; hear thou in 
hea\'en thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee 
for; that all the people,; of the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as doth thy 
people Israel, and that they may know that this house which I have built is called by 
thy name. If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatsoever way~' 
thou shalt send them, and they pray unto the LORD toward the city which thou hast 
ch11s1·n, and toward the house which I have built for thy name: then hear thou in 
lwan·n their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause. If they sin 
against thee, (for there is no man that sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, 
and deli,·cr them Lo the enemy, so that they carry them away captive unto the land 
of the enemy, far off or near; yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land whither 47 
they arc carried captive, and turn again, and make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them captive, saying, We have sinned, and have done 
per\'er~ely, we have dealt wickedly; if they return unto thee with all their heart 
and wllh all their soul in the land of their enemies, which carried them captive, and 
pray unto thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which 
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49 thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built for thy name: then hear thou their 
prayer and their supplication in heaven thy dwelling place, and maintain their cause· 
and forgive thy people which have sinned against thee, and all their transgression~ 
wherein they have transgressed against thee; and give them compassion before those 
who carried them captive, that they may have compassion on them: for they be thy 
people, and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the 

52 midst of the furnace of iron: that thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of 
thy servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, to hearken unto them 
wh~nsoever they cry unto thee. For thou didst separate them from among all the 
peoples of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses 
thy servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, 0 Lord Goo. 

54 And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all this prayer 
and supplication unto the LORD, he arose from before the altar of the Lonn, from 
kneeling on his knees with his hands spread forth toward heaven. And he stood, 
and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a loud voice, saying: Blessed be the 
LORD, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised: 
there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the 

57 hand of Moses his servant. The LORD our Godbe with us, as he was with our fathers: 
let him not leave us, nor forsake us: that he may incline our hearts unto him, to 
walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judge
ments, which he commanded our fathers. And let these my words, wherewith I 
have made supplication before the LORD, be nigh unto the LORD our God day and 
night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel, 
as every day shall require: that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD, 

61 he is God; there is none else. Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD 
our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day. 
And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the LORD. And 
Solomon offered for the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered un:o the LORD, 
two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So 

64 the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD. The same 
day did the king hallow the middle of the court that was before the house of the 
LOHD; for there he offered the burnt offering, and the meal offering, and the fat of 
the peace offerings: because the brasen altar that was before the LORD was too little tn 

65 receive the burnt offering, and the meal offering, and the fat of the peace offerings. So 
Solomon held the feast at that time, and all Israel with him, a great congregation, from 
the entering in of Hamath unto the brook of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven 
days and seven days, even fourteen days. On the eighth day he sent the people away, 
and they blessed the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all 
the goodness that the LORD had shewed unto David his servant, and to Israel his people. 

9 And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building of the house of the 
LORD, and the king's house, and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do, 
that the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto him 
at Gibeon. And the LoRn said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplica
tion, that thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast 
built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there 

4 perpetually. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, 
in integrity of heart, and in uptightness, to do according to all that I have commanded 
thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my judgements; then I will establish the throne 
of thy kingdom over Israel for ever; according as I promised to David thy father, 

6 saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel. But if ye shall 
tum away from following me, ye or your children, and not keep my commandments 
and my statutes which I have set before you, but shall go and serve other gods, and 
worship them: then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; 
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and this house which I have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and 
Israel shall he a provcrL and a byword among all peoples: and though this house bes 
so high, yet shall el'cry one that passeth by it be astonished, and shall hiss; and they 
shall sav, \Vin• hath the LORD done thus unto this land, and to this house? And 
thL'Y shall ans.wer, Ilccause they forsook the LoRD their God, which brought forth 
their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped 
them, and serwd them: therefore hath the LORD brought all this evil upon them. 

And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, wherein Solomon had built the 10 

two houses, thl' h<>use of the LORD and the king's house, (now Hiram the king of 
Tyrl' had furni,;lwd Solomon with cedar trees and fir trees, and with gold, according 
to all his desire,) that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty citirs in the land of 
Galilee. And lliram came out from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given 
him; and they pleased him not. And he said, What cities are these which thou hast 13 
gin'n me, my brother? And he calkd them the land of Cabul, unto this day. And 
l liram sent to thl' king sixscore talents of gold. 

Anri this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon raised; for to build the 
house of the LoRn, and his own house, and l\Iillo, and the wall of Jerusalem, and 
llazor. anrl l\lc~iddo, and Gezer. Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken 16 
(;,.,er, and burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that dwelt in the dty, and 
".in·n it for a portion unto his daughter, Solomon's wife. And Solomon built Gezer, 
an•l Bcth-horon the nether, and Haalath, and Tamar in the wilderness, in the land, 
anti all the storl' cities that Solomon had, and the cities for his chariots, and the 
citie.< for his l10r,:enwn, and that which Solomon desired to build for his pleasure in 
Jerusalem, and in L..Jianon, and in all the land of his dominion. As for all the 20 

prnple that were ldt of the Amoritcs, the Hittites, the Perizzitcs, the Hivites, and 
the Jclmsitc,;, which were not of the children of Israel; their children that were left 
after them in the land, whom the children of Israel were not able utterly to destroy, 
of them did Solomon raise a levy of bondservants, unto this day. But of the chil
dr!'n of Israel did Solomon make no bondservants: but they were the men of war, 
and his sernints, and· his princes, and his captains, and rulers of his chariots and 
oi his horseml'n. These were the chief officers that were over Solomon's work, five 2 3 
hundred and r1fty, which bare rule over the people that wrought in the work. But 
Pharaoh'.< <laughter came up out of the city of David unto her house which Solomon 
had built for her: then did he build .'.\Iillo. And three times in a year did Solomon 
offer humt offering-; and peace offerings upon the altar which he built unto the 
Lo1rn, burning incL"nse therewith, upon the altar that was before the Lmm. So he 
finished the house. 

Anri king Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion-geber, which is beside Eloth, 26 
on the shore nf the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. And Hiram sent , 
in the nan his st·n·ants, shipmen that had knowledge of the sea, with ~olo~on" 
the scrrnn.ts of Solomon. And they came to Ophir, and fetched from rea ness 
thell(c p:olrl, four hundred and twenty talents, and brought it to king Solomon. 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the 10 
name of the Lo1m, she came to prove him with hard questions. And she came to 
Jerusalem with a l"t·ry great train, with camels that hare spices, and very much 
gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with 
him of all that was in her heart. And Solomon told her all her questions: there was 
not any thing hid from the king which he told her not. And when the queen of 4 
Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, and the house that he had built, and the 
meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, 
and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the 
house of the Lo RD; there was no more spirit in her. And she said to the king, It 
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was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom. 
7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, 

b!'hold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame 
wl".ich I heard. Happy are thy men, happy arc these thy servants, which stand 
continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lmrn thy God, 
which delighted in thee, lo set thee on the throne of Israel: liecause the LORD loved 

10 Israel for ever, therefore 1nadc he thee king, to do judgement and justice. And 
she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great 
store, and precious stones: there came no more such abundance of spices as these 
which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. And the navy also of Hiram, that 
brought gold from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug trees and 

12 precious stones. And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the house of the 
LORD, and for the king's house, harps also and psalteries for the singers: there 
came no such almug trees, nor wt>rc seen, unto this day. And king Solomon gave to the 
queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon gave 
her of his royal bounty. So she turned, and went to her own land, she and her servanh. 

14 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred three-
score and six talents of gold, beside that which the chapmen brought, and the trnl1ic 
of the merchants, and of all the kings of the mingled people, and of the governors of 
the country. And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold: six hun
dred shekels of gold went to one target. And he made three hundred shields of 
beaten gold; three pound of gold went lo one shield: and the king put them in the 

18 house of the forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, 
and overlaid it with the finest gold. There were six steps to the throne, and the 
top of the throne was round behind: and there were stays on either side by the place 
of the scat, and two lions standing beside the stays. And twelve lions stood there 
on the one side and on the other upon the six steps: there was not the like made in 

21 any kingdom. And all king Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the 
vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold: none were of sih·cr; 
it was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon. For !he king had at sea a 
navy of Tarshish with the navy of Hiram: once every three years came the navy of 
Tarshish, bringing gold, and silver, irnry, and apes, and peacocks. So king Solo-

24 mon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. And all the earth 
sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his 
heart. And they brought· every man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of 
gold, and raiment, and armour, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year. 
And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen: and he had a thousand 
and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, which he bestowed in 

27 the chariot cities, and with the king at Jerusalem. And the king made sih·cr to be 
in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made he to be as the sycomore trees that arc in 
the lowland, for abundance. And the horses which Solomon had were brought oul 
of Egypt; and the king's merchants received them in droves, each drove at a price. 
And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and 
an horse for an hundred and fifty: and so for all the kings of the Hittites, and fur 
the kings of Syria, did they bring them out by their means. 

11. Now king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of 
Pharaoh, women of the Moabitcs, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and T-liltites; 

Fall of 
Solomon 

of the nations concerning which the LoRn said unto the children of 
Israel, Ye shall not go among them, neither shall they come among you: 
for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon 

3 clave unto these in love. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 
hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. For it came to pass, 
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when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and 
his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his 
father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after 
l\likom the abomination of the Ammonites. And Solomon did that which was evil 6 
in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the LORD, as did David his father. 
Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, in 
the mount that is before Jerusalem, and for ;\lolech the abomination of the chil
dren of Ammon. And so did he for all his strange wives, which burned incense 
and sacrificed unto their gods. 

And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned away from 9 

the LORD, the God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, and had com
manded him concerning this thing, that he shoulrl not go after other gods: but he 
kept not that which the LORD commanded. Wherefore the LoRD said unto Solomon, 
Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my 
statutes, which 1 have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, 
and will gi,·e it to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it, for 12 

lla\'id thy father's sake: but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son. Howbeit I 
will not rend away all the kingdom; but I will give one ttibe to thy son, for David 
mv sen-ant's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake which I have chosen. 

· And the LORD raised u'p an adversary unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite: he 14 
1\'as of the king's seed in Edom. For it came to pass, when David was in Edom, 
anti Joab the captain of the host was gone up to bury the slain, and had smitten every 
male in Edom; (for Joab and all Israel remained there six months, until he had 
cut off e1·ery male in Edom;) that Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of his father's 
scrrnnts wiih him, to go into Egypt; Hadad being yet a little child. And they arose 18 
nut of '.\lidian, and came to Paran: and they took men with them out of Paran, and 
thl'y came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh king of Egypt; which gave him an house, and 
app.1inted him ,-ictuals, and gaYe him land. And Hadad founrl great fa\'Our in the 
.;ight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him to wife the sister of his own wife, the sister of 
Tahpenes the queen. And the sister of Tahpenes bare him Genubath his son, 20 

whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's house: and Genubath was in Pharaoh's house 
among the sons of Pharaoh. And when Hadad heard in Er.,•ypt that David slept with 
his fathers, and that Juab the captain of the host was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, 
Let me depart, that I may go to mine own country. Then Pharaoh said unto him, 
But what hast thou lacked with me, that, behold, thou seekest to go lo thine own 
country? And he answered, Nothing: howbeit let me depart in any wise . 

. .\nd God raised up another adversary unto him, Rezon the son of Eliada, which 2 3 
had lled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah: and he gathered men unto him, 
an cl became captain over a troop, when David slew them of Zobah: and they went 
to Damascus, and dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus. And he was an adversary 
to Israel all the days of Solomon, beside the mischief that Hadad did: and he abhorred 
Israel, and reigned over Syria. 

And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite C'f Zeredah, a servant of Solomon, 20 

whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow woman, he also lifted up his hand against 
the king. And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against 
the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breach of the city ~=~0J.~~~9 
of David his father. And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of 
valour: and Solomon saw the young man that he was industrious, and he gave him 
charge over all the labour of the house of }oseph. And it came to pass at that time, "9 
when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found 
him in the way; now Ahijah had clad himself with a new garment; and they two 
were alone in the field. And Ahijah laid hold of the new garment that was on him, 
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and rent it in twelve pieces. And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten JI>ieces: forthus 
saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kirigdom out of the hand 

32 of Solomon, and will p;iYe ten tribes to thee: (but he shall have one tribe, for my 
servant David's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which :I have chosen out of 
all the tribes of Israel:) because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped 
Ashtoreth the goddess of .the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the 
god of the children of Ammon; and they have not walked in my ways, to do that 
which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judgements, as did 

34 David his father. Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom oilt of his hand: but 
I will make him prince all the days of his life, for David my servant's sake, whom I 
chose, because he kept my commandments and my statutes: but I will take the 
kingdom out of his son's hand, and will h,-jve it unto thee, even ten tribes. And unto 
his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant may have a lamp alway before 
me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me to put my name there. And I will 
take thee, and thou· shalt reign according to all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be 

38 king over Israel. And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command 
thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that which is right in mine eyes, to keep my 
statutes and my commandments, as David my servant di cl; that I will be with thee, 
and will build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. 
And I will for this aftlict the seed of David, but not for ever. Solomon sought there
fore to kill Jeroboam: but Jeroboam arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king 
of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 

41 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his wisdom, are they 
not written in the book of the acts of Solomon? Ancl the time that Solomon reigned 
in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. And Solomon slept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the city of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead. 

BOOK IX.- THE SCHISM AND KINGDOMS OF JUDAH AND 
ISRAEL SIDE B.Y .SIDE 

J.-THE REVOL1JTION OF JEROBOAM 

12 And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were come to Shechem to makP 
him king. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it, (for 

. . . he was yet in Egypt, whither he had fled from the presence of king So.lo-
f~:K:0~3!m mon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt, and they sent and called him;) that 

0 
Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, and spake unto Re-

hoboam, saying, Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the 
grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we 

5 will serve thee. An<l he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then come again to 
me. And the people departed. And king Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, that 
had stood before Solomon his father while he yet lived, saying, What counsel give 
ye me to return answer to this people? And they spake unto him, saying, If thou 
wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, 

8 and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever. But he for
sook the counsel of the old men which they had given him, and took counsel with 
the young men that were grown up with him, that stood before him. And he said 
unto them, \Vhat counsel give ye, that we may return answer to this people, who 
have spoken lo me, saying, Make the yoke that thy father did put upon us lighter? 

roAnd the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him, saying, Thus 
shalt thou say unto this people that ·spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made our 
yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt thou speak unto them, My 
little finger is thicker than my father's loins. And now wheraas my father did lade 
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~·ou with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father chastiser! you with whips, 
but l will chastise you with scorpions. So Jeroboam and all the people came to 1~ 
Rehoboam the third day, as the king bade; saying, Come to me again the third day. 
An<l the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the counsel of the old men 
which they had ¢ven him; and spake lo them after the counsel of the young men, 
saying, My father made your yoke hea\·y, but I will ad<l to your yoke: my father 
chastiser! you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. So the king hearkened 15 
not unto the people; for it was a thing brought about of the LORD, lhal he might es
tablish his word. which the LORD spake by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite to Jero
boam the son of Nebat. And when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the people answered the kin!(, saying, What portion have we in David? neither 
have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, 0 Israel: now see to thine 
own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents. But as for the children of 17 
Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rchoboam reigned over them. Then 
king Rehoboam sent A<loram, who was over the levy; and all Israel stoned him with 
stones, that he dic·d. And king Rehoboam made speed lo get him up to his chariot, 
to Ike lo Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled against the house of David, unto this day. 
And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was returned, that they 20 

sent and caUecl him unto the congregation, and made him king O\'er all Israel: there 
was none that fol!O\wd the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 

And when Rehohoam was come lo Jeru,;alem, he assembled all the house of 
Judah, and the tribe of Benjamin. an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, 
which were warrior>, to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again 
to Rchoboam the >on oi Solomon. But the wonl of God came unto Shemaia.h the 22 

man of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and 
unto all the hou.<l' of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying, Thus 
saith the LoRn, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel: 
return every man lo hb house; for this thing is of me. So they hearkened unto the 
wore! of the Lo RD, and returned and went their way, accordin,g to the worrl of the Lo1rn. 

Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and dwelt lhe~ein; 2s 
and he went out from thence, and built Penuel. And jeroboam said in his heart, 
l\ow shall the kin_gdom return to the house of Da\'id: ·if this peop1e 
go up lo offer sacritices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then }sra~l: 
shall the heart of this people tum again unto their lord, e\·en unto Reho- ero oam 
boam king of Judah; and they shall kill me, and return lo Rehoboam king of Judah. 
Whereupon the king look counsel, and made two calves of gold; and he said unto 28 
them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold thy gods, 0 Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the lanrl of Egypt. And he set the one in Beth-cl, and the 
other put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship 
before the one, even unto Dan. And he made houses of high places, and made priests 3r 
from among all the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam or
dained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the 
feast that is in Judah, and he went up unto the altar; so did he in Beth-el, sacri
ficing unto the calws that he had made: and he placed in Beth-el the priests of 
the high places which he had made. And he went up unto the altar which he had 33 
made in Beth-el on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, even in the month which 
he had devised of his own heart: and he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, 
and went up unto the altar, to burn incense. 

Story of the Man of God and the Old Prophet of Beth-el 
And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD 13 

unto Beth-el: and Jeroboam was standing by the altar to burn incense. And he 
3i5 



I Kings ~ Old Testament History 

cried against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, 0 altar, altar, thus saith 
the L01rn: Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; 
and upon lhee shall he sacrifice the priests of the high places that burn incense upon 

3 thee, and men's bones shall they burn upon thee. And he gave a sign the same day 
saying, This is lhe sign which the LORD halh spoken: Behold, the altar shall b~ 
rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. And it came to pass, when 
the king heard the saying of the man of God, which he cried against the altar in 
Beth-el, that Jeroboam put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hole\ on him. 
And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not draw 

5 il back again to him. The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the 
altar, according to the sign which the man of God had gil'cn by the word of the 
LORD. And the king answered and said unlo the man of God, In treat now the favour 
of lhe LORD thy Goel, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me again. 
And the man of God intrcated the LORD, and the king's hand was restored him 
again, and became as it was before. And the king said unto the man of God, Come 

8 home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward. And the man of 
God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with 
thee, neither will I cat bread nor drink water in this place: for so was it charged me 
by the word of the LORD, saying, Thou shalt cat no bread, nor drink water, neither 
return by the way that thou earnest. So he went another way, and returned not by 
the way that he came to Beth-el. 

11 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el; and one of his sons came and told 
him all lhe works that the man of God had clone that clay in Beth-el: the words 
which he had spoken unto the king, them also they told unto their father. And 
their father said unto them, What way went he? Now his sons had seen what way 
the man of God went, which came from Judah. And he said unto his sons, Saddle 

14 me the ass. So they saddled him the ass: and he rode thereon. And he went after 
the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, Art 
thou the man of Goel that earnest from Judah? And he said, I am. Then he said 
unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread. And he said, I may not return with 
thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I cat bread nor drink water with thee in this 

17 place: for it was said to me by the word of the LORD, Thou shalt cal no bread nor 
drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou earnest. And he said 
unto him, I also am a prophet as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word 
of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may cal 
bread and drink waler. But he lied unto him. So he went back with him, and did 

20 cat bread in his house, and drank water. And it came to pass, as they sat at the 
table, that the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back: and 
he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, 
Forasmuch as thou hast been disobedient unto the mouth of the LORD, and hast not 
kept the commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee, but earnest 
ba.ck, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place of the which he said to thee, 
Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of 

23 thy fathers. And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, 
that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought hack. 
And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase 
was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it; the lion also slood by the carcase. And, 
behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standin~ 
by the carcase: and they came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt. 

:z6 And when the prophet that brouf(ht him back from the way heard thereof, he said, 
It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the mouth of the LORD: therefore 
the LORD hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and slain him, 
according to the word of the LORD, which he spake unto him. And he spake to his 
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sons, saying, Saddle me the ass. And they saddled it. And he went and found his 
carcase casl in the way, and the ass and the lion standing by the carcase: the lion 
had not eaten the carcase, nor torn the ass. And the prophet took up the carcase of 29 
the man of Cod, and laid it upon the ass, and brought it back: and he came to the 
city of the old prophet, to mourn, ancl to bury him. And he laid his carcase in his 
own grave; and they mourned over him, saying, Alas, my brother! And it came 
to pa'"• after he had buried him, that he spake to his sons, saying, When I am dead, 
then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the. man of God is buried; lay my bones 
l.JL•side his bnnL». For the saying which he criecl by the word of the LORD against 32 
the altar in Beth-el, and against all the houses of the high places which are in the 
cities of Samaria, shall surely come to pass. 

After this thing Jeroboam returner! not from his evil way, but made again from 
among all the people priests of the high places: whosoever would, he 

1 1 consecrated him, that there m'ght be priests of the high places. And srae 
this thin!! hccarnc :;in unto the house of Jeroboam, even to cut it otT, and to destroy 
it from off the face of the earth. 

Story of Ahijah and the Wife of Jeroboam 
At that time Ahijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. And Jeroboam said to his 14 

wife, Arise, I prav thee, and disguise Lhyself, that thou be not known to be the wife 
of Jeroboam: and get thee to Shiloh; behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, which 
spake concerning me that I should be king over this people. And take with thee ten 
Joa Yes, and cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go to him: he shall tell thee what 
shall become of the child. Anrl Jeroboam's wife did so, ancl arose, and went to Shiloh, 4 
and came to the' house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah could not sec; for his eyes were set 
liy reason of his age. And the LoRD said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam 
cometh to inquin· of thee concerning her son; for he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou 
sa\· unto her: for it shall he, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be 
another woman. And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, as she 6 
came in at the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why fcignest thou 
thyself lo be another) for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. Go, tell Jeroboam, 
Thus saith the Lonn, the God of brae I: Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among 
the people, and made thee prince over my people Israel, and rent the kingdom away 
from the house of Da\'icl, and gave il thee: and yet thou hast not been as my servant 
Da1·id, who kept my commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do 
that only which was right in mine eyes; but hast done evil above all that were before 9 
thee, and hast .~one and made thee other gods, and molten images, to provoke me to 
anger, and hast cast me behind thy back: therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon 
the house of Jeroboam, anrl will cut off from Jeroboam every man child, him that is 
shut up and him that is left at large in Israel, and will utterly sweep away the house 
of Jeroboam, as a man sweepeth away dung, till it be all gone. Him that dieth of II 
Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs cat; and him that dieth in the field shall the 
fowls of the air eat: for the LoRD hath spoken it. Arise thou therefore, get thee to 
thine huse: and when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die. And all Israel 
shall mourn for him, and bury him; for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave: 
because in him there is found some good thing toward the LORD, the God of Israel, 
in the house of Jeroboam. :\!oreo1·er the Lmrn shall raise him up a king over Israel, 14 
who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam that day: but what? even now. For the 
LORD shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; and he shall root up Israel 
out of this good land, which he gave to their fathers, and shall scatter them beyond 
the River; because they have made their Asherim, provoking the LORD to anger. 
And he shall give Israel up because of thP sins of Jeroboam, which he hath sinned, r6 
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17 and wherewith he hath made Israel to sin. And Jeroboam's wife arose, and de
parted, and came to Tirzah: and as she came to the threshold of the house, the child 
died. And all Israel buried him, and mourned for him; according to the word of 
the LORD, which he spake by the hand of his servant Ahijah the prophet. 

19 And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he warred, and how he reigned, behold, 

Israel they arc written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. And 
the days which Jeroboam reigned were two and twenty years: and he 

slept with his fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in his stead. 
21 And Rchoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty and 

one ye:!rs old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, 

Judah: 
Rehoboam 

the city which the LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put 
his name there: and his mother's name was Naamah the Ammonitess. 
And Judah did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD; and they 

proYokcd him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, above all that their 
23 fathers had done. For they also built them high places, and pillars, and Ashcrim, on 

every high hill, and under every green tree; and there were also sodomites in the land: 
they did according lo all the abominations of the nations which the LORD dra\'e out be
fore the children of Israel. And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rchoboam, that 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem: and he took away the treasures 
of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's house; he eYen took away 

27 all: and he took away all the shields of gold which Solomon had made. And king 
Rehoboam made in their stead shields of brass, and commitled them to the hands of 
the captains of the guard, which kept the door of the king's house. Ancl it was so, 
that as oft as the king went into the house of the Lo1m, the guard bare them, and 
brought them back into the guard chamber. Now the rest of the ads of Rchoboam, 
and all that he did, arc they not written in the book of the c11ronides of the kings of 

30 Judah? And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. And 
Rchoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David: and his mother's name was Naamah the Ammonitcss. And Abijam his son 
reigned in his stead. 

15 Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the son of Nebat began Abijam to 
reign over Judah. Three years reigned he in Jerusalem: and his mother's name 

was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom. And he walked in all the sins 
of his father, which he had done before him: and bis heart was nc 
perfect with the LoRD his God, as the h!'art of David his father. Nevc•·-

Judah: 
Abijam 

theless for David's sake did the LoRD his God give him a lamp in Jerusalem, to s2t 
sup his son after him, and to establish Jerusalem: because David did that which was 

right in the eyes of the LORD, and turned not aside from anything that he commandecl 
him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. Now there 
was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life. And the rest of 
the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chroni
cles of the kings of Judah? And there was war betw~en Abijam and Jeroboam. 
And A bi jam slept with his fathers; and they buried him in the city of Da\'id: and 
Asa his son .reigned in his s!Pad. 

9 And in the twcntit'th year of Jeroboam king of Israel began Asa to reign m•er 
Judah. And forty and one years reigned he in Jerusalem: and his mother's name 

was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom. And Asa did that which was 
right in the eyes of the LORD, as did David his father. . And he r1;1t 
away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the idols that !us 

Judah: 
Asa 

fathers had made. And also Maacah his mother he remo,·ed from being queen, 
because she had made an abominable image for an Asherah; and Asa cut down 

14 her image, and burnt it at the brook Kidron. But the high places were not taken 
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away: ne,·ertheless the heart of Asa was perfect with the LORD all his days. An<l rs 
he brought into the house of the LoRD the things that his father had de<licated, 
and the things that himself had <ledicate<l, silver, an<l gol<l, and vessels. And there 
was war bet wren Asa and Baasha king of farael all their clays. And Baasha king 
of Israel w<"nl up against Judah, an<l built Ramah, that he might not suffer any 
to go out or rnmc in to Asa king of Judah. Then Asa took all the silver ancl the rB 
gol<l that Wt"re left in the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures 
of the king's hou"'" and delivered them into the hand of his servants: and king 
:\sa sent them to Ben-hadad, the son of Tahrimmon, the son of Hezion, king 
of ~yria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying, There is a league between me and 
tlwe, between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent unto thee a present 
of sih·er and g•i!d; go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he mav 
depart from nw. And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captain.s 20 

oi his armi<"'< against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-beth
maarah, and all Chinneroth, "·ith all the land of Kaphtali. And it came to pass, 
\\'hen Baasha heard thereof, that he left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah. 
Then king :\s'.l ma<lc a proclamation unto all Judah; none was exempted: and they 
carrie<l away the stones of Ramah, an<l the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha had 
liuihlc<l; and king .\sa built therewith Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah. Now the 23 
rcsl of all the acts of Asa. and all his might, and all that he did, and the cities which 
he built, arc thl'\' not written in· the hook of the chronicles of 1he kings of Judah? 
But in the lime of his old age he was diseased in his feet. And Asa slept with his 
fathers, and was buried "·ith his fathers in the City of Dm·id his father: ancl Jeho
shaphat his ""n reigned in his stead. 

And Xaclah the son of Jeroboam began to reign owr Israel in the SC"concl year of 25 
Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years. And he did that which 
was eYil in the sight of the L<>Rn, and walked in the way of his father, 
and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. And Baasha the son ~r~e~ 
of .\hijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him; and Baasha a a 
smote him at Gihlwthon, which belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab and 
all Lmicl were J;iying siege to Gihbethon. Even in the third year of Asa king of ~8 
Judah dirl Baa,;lia slay him, an cl rcigne<l in his stead. And it rnme to pass that, as 
snon as he wa,; kin,g. he smote all the house of Jeroboam; he left not to Jeroboam 
any that breathed, until he ha<l destroyed him; according unto the saying of the 
LoRn. which hC' spake by the han<l of his servant Ahijah the Shilonite: for the sins 
of Jeroboam which he sinned, anrl wherewith he made Israel to sin; because of his 
provocation whcrl'with he provoked the LoRD, the Gori of Israel, to anger. Now the 31 
re.st of the act.s of '\arlab, anrl all that he did, are they not written in the hook of the 
chronicl"" of the kin.gs of Israel? And there was war between Asa and Baasha king 
of Jsrad all their davs. 

Jn the third year ·of Asa king of Jurlah began Baasha the son of Ahijah lo reign 
01·,·r all lsra<"I in Tirzah, and n•ii.,'lled twentv an<l four vears. And he did that which 
was e1·il in thr sight of tlw LORD, anrl wai'kcrl in the way of Jeroboam, 
anrl in his sin "·herewith he made Israel to sin. And the word of the ~rae~: 16 
Ln:rn came tn JPhu the son of Hanani against Haasha, saying, Foras- aas a 
much as I exaltPd tlirt' out of the <lust, and made thee prince over my people Israel; 
and thou hast walker! in the way of Jeroboam, and hast made my people Israel to 
sin. to provoke me to anger with their sins; behold, I will utterly sweep away Baasha 
anrl his house; anrl I will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of 
!\'chat. Him that rlieth of Baasha in the city shall the dogs cat; and him that dieth 4 
of his in the fi<'lrl shall the fowls of the air cat. Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, 
and what he dirl, anrl his might, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Israel? And Baasha slept with his fathers, and was buried in Tirzah; 
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7 and Elah his son reigned in his stead. And moreover by the hand of the prophet 
Jehu the son of Hanani came the word of the Lmm against Ilaasha, and against 
his house, both because of all the evil that he did in the sight of the LORD, to pi;o
voke him lo anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam, 
and because he smote him. 

8 Jn the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah began Elah the son of Baasha 
lo reign over Israel in Tirzah, and reigned two years. And his servant Zimri, captain 

Israel: 
El ah 

of half his chariots, conspired against him: now he was in Tirzah, drink
ing himself drunk in the house of Anm, which was over the household 
in Tirzah: and Zimri went in and smote him, ancl killed him, in Lhc 

11 lwenly ancl seventh year of Asa king of Judah, ancl rcignecl in his stead. And it 
came to pass, when he began lo reign, as soon as he sat on his throne, that he 
smote all the house of Baasha: he left him not a single man child, neither of his 
kinsfolks, nor of his friends. Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of Baasha, 
according lo the word of the· L01m, which he spake against Baasha by Jehu the 
prophet, for all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, which they sinnccl, 
and wherewith they made Israel to sin, lo provoke the Lo1m, the God of Israel, to 

14 anger with their vanities. Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he dicl, are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel r 

II.--FROM THF. RF.VOLUTION OF OMRI TO THE REVOLUTION OF JEHU 

rs In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah did Zimri reign Se\'en days 
in Tirzah. Now the people were encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged lo 

Israel: 
Zimri 

the Philistines. And the people that were encamped hearcl say, Zimri 
hath conspired, and hath also smitten the king: wherefore all Israel 
made Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day in the 

. camp. And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, and they 
· rB besieged Tirzah. And it came lo pass, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, 

that he went into the castle of the king's house, and burnt the king's house over him 
with fire, and died, for his sins which he sinned in doing that which was evil in the 
sight of the LORD, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he 
did, to make Israel lo sin. Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his treason 
that he wrought, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel? 

21 Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts: half of the people followed 
Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king; and half followed Ornri. But the 

Israel: 
Omri 

people that followed Omri prevailed against the people that followed 
Tibni the son of Ginath: so Tibni died, and Omri reigned. In the 
thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began Omri to rcig-n over 

Israel, and reigned twelve years: six years reigned he in Tirzah. And he bought 
the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents of silver; and he built on the hill, and 
called the name of the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, the owner of 

25 the hill, Samaria. And Omri did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, 

and dealt wickedly above all that were before him. For he walked in all th~ way 
of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sins wherewith he made Israel to sin, to 
provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger with their vanities. Now the rest 
of the acts of Omri which he did, and his might that he shewed, are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? So Omri slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son reib'TICd in his stead. 
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:\nd in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of 29 
Omri to rciv,n over Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria 
twent1· and two years. And Ahab the son of Omri did that which was 
el'il in the sight of the LORD above all that were before him. And it ~~a~I: 
came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of a 
Jcrnboam the S\ln of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king 
of the Zidonians, and went and ser\'ed Baal, and worshipped him. And. he reared 32 
up an altar for llaal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. And 
.\ha b made the .-\she rah; and Ahab did yet more to provoke the LORD, the God 
oi Israel, to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him. 

In his days did Hie! the Beth-elite build Jericho: he laid the foundation thereof with 3~ 
the loss of .\bi ram his firstborn, and set up the gates thereof with the loss of his youngest 
son Seguh; according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by the hand of Joshua 
the son of Nun. 

The Story of Elijah the Tishbite 
And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the sojourners of Gilead, said unto Ahab, 17 

As the LORD, the God of Israel, li\'eth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew 
nor rain these years, but according to my word. And the word of the LORD came unto 
him, saying, Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook 
Cheri th, that is before Jordan. And it shall be>, that thou shalt drink of the brook; 
an<l I ha Ye commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So he went and did according s 
unto the \\·ord of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is 
before Jordan. .\nd the ra\'ens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and 
bread and tlesh in the eYening; and he drank of the brook. And it came to pass after 
a while, that thL· brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 

And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zarephath, s 
which belongcth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow 
woman there to sustain thee. So he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came 
lo _the J!:ate of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks: and he 
called to her, and said, Felch m·2. I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may 
drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Ilring me, I pray n 
thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, 
I ha ,.e not a cake., hut an handful of meal in the barrel, and a little oil in the cruse: 
and, hehold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my 
sDn, that we may cat it, and clic. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as 
thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it forth unto me, 
and afterward make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the LORD, the God of q 
Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the 
day that the LORD scndeth rain upon the earth. And she went anrl did according 
to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did cat many days. The 
barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of 
the LoRn, which he spake by Elijah. And it came to pass after these things, that 17 
the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so 
sore, that there was no breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah, What have I 
to clo with thee, 0 thou man of God? thou art come unto me to bring my sin to 
remembrance, and lo slay my son! ·And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And 
he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into the chamber, where he abode, 
,ancl laid him upon his own bed. And he cried unto the LORD, and said, 0 LORD 20 

my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slay
in).( her son? And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto 
the LoRD, and said, 0 LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him 
again. And the L~RD hearkened unto the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child 
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23 came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the cJ:iilrl, and brought him 
down out of the chamber into the house, and deliverer! him unto bis mother: and 
Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. And the woman said to Elijah, Now I know that 
thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth. 

18 An<l it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah, 
in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the 
earth. And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And the famine was sore in 
Samaria. And Ahab called Obadiah, which was over the household. (Now Oba
diah feared the LORD greatly: for it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the 
LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and 

5 fed them with bread and water.) And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go through the 
land, unto all the fountains of water, and unto all the brooks: peradventure we may 
find grass and save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. So 
they di1·ided the lan<l between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by 
himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. And as Obadiah was in the 
way, behold, Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Is it 

s thou, my lord Elijah? And he answered him, It is I: go, tell thy lor<l, Behold, 
Elijah is here. And he said, Wherein have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy 
servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me? As the LORD thy God liveth, there is no 
nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when they said, 
He is not here, he took an oath of the kingdom an<l nation, that they foun<l thee not. 

12 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. And it shall come to 
pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the spirit of the LORD shall carry thee 
whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he 
shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the LORD from my youth. Was it not told my 
lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the LORD, how I hid an hundred 
men of the LORD'S prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water? 

14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me. 
And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew 
myself unto him to-day. So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab 
went to meet Elijah. And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said 
unto him, Is it thou, thou troubler of Israel? And he answered, I ha\"C not troubled 
Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the command-

19 men ts of the L<mD, and thou hast followed the Baalim. Now therefore send, an<l 
gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and 
fifty, and the prophets of the Asherah four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 

So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together 
unto mount Carmel. And Elijah came near unto all the people, and said, How long 
halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then 

22 follow him. And the people answered him not a word. Then said Elijah unto the 
people, I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets arc four 
hundred and fifty men. Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them 
choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, and 
put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on the wood, and put 

·~no fire under. And call ye on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of 
the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people 
answered and said, It is well spoken. And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, 
Choose you one bulloGk for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call 
on the name of your god, bµt put no fire under. And they look the bullock which. 
was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning 
even until noan, saying, 0 Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that 

2i answered. And they leaped about the altar which was made. And it came to pass 
at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he _is a god; either he 
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is musing, or he is gone aside, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and 
must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with 28 
knives and lances, till the blood gushed out upon them. And it was so, when midday 
was past, that they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening oblation; 
but there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. And Elijah said 
unto all the people, Come near unto me; and all the people came near unto him. 
And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was thrown down .. And Elijah took twelve 31 

stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the 
""ml of the LnRD came, saying, Israrl shall he thy name. And with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of the LoRD; and he made a trench about the altar, as 
great as would contain two measures of seed. And he put the wood in order, and 33 
cut the bullock in pieces, and laid it on the wood. An<l he said, Fill four barrels 
with water, and pour it on the burnt offering, and on the wood. And he said, Do it 
the second time; and they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time; 
and thev did it the third time. And the water ran round about the altar; and he 
filled the trench also with water. And it came to pass at the time of the offering 36 
of the eYening oblation, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, 0 LORD, the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel. let it be known this day that thou art God 
in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I ha Ye done all these things at thy word. 
Hear me, 0 Lo1rn, hear me, that this people may know that thou, LORD, art God, 
and that thou hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the LORD fell, 38 
and consumed thC' burnt offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and 
licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God. And 
Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And 
1 hey took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them 
there. And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is the 41 
sound of abundance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah 
went up to the top of Carmel; and he bowed himself down upon the earth, and put 
his face between his knees. And he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the 
sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go 
again sewn timC's. .\n<l it came to pass at the seYcnth time, that he said, Behold, 44 
there aFiseth a cloud out of the sea, as small as a man's hand. And he said; Go up, 
oay unto .\bah, :\lake ready thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee 
not. And it came to pass in a little while, that the heaven grew black with clouds 
and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. And 
the hand of the LoRD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before 
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all 19 
the prophets with the sword. Then )ezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, 
So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one 
of them Ly to-morrow about this time. And when he saw that, he aro~e, and went 
for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his ser\'ant 
there. Ilut he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat 4 
down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, 
lt is enough; now, 0 LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers. 
And he lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and, behold, an angel touched 
him, and said unto him, Arise and cat. And he looked, and, behold, there was at 
his head a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water. And he did eat and drink, 
and laid him down again. And the angel of the LORD came· again the second time, 7 
and touched him, and said, Arise and cat; because the journey is too great for thee. 
And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days 
and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. And he came thither unto a cave, 
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and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto 
10 him, What doest thou here, Elijah? And he said, I have been very jealous for the 

LORD, the God of hosts; for' the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown 
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword: and I, even I only, am left; 
and they seek my life, to take it away. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a 1?;reat and strong 
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the 
LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not 

12 in the earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: 
and after the fire a still small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. 
And, behold, there came a voice unto him; and said, What doest thou here, Elijah;· 
And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lo1m, the God of hosts; for the children 
of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

rs And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: 
and when thou comest, thou shalt anoint Hazael to be kin!!; over Syria: and Jehu the 
son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint .to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat 
of Abcl-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall come to 
pass, that him that escapeth from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that 

18 escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet will I leave me seven thou
sand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Ilaal,and every mouth whicl1 
hath not kissed him. So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, 
who was plowing, with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: an<l 
Elijah passed over unto him, and cast his mantle upon him. And he left the oxen, and 
ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then 
I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back again; for what have I done to thee' 

21 And he returned from followinl!; him, and took the yoke of oxen, and slew them, and, 
boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and 
they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him. 

[Continued below, page 336. 

Story of Ben-hadad, Ahab, and the Prophets 
20 And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his host together: and there were 

thirty and two kings with him, and horses and chariots: and he went up and besieged 
Samaria, and fought against it. And he sent messeni;,.3 to Ahab king of Israel, into 
the city, and said unto him, Thus saith Ilen-hadad, Thy silver and thy gold is mine; 
thy wives also and thy children, even the goodliest, are mine. And the king of Israel 
answered and said, It is according to thy saying, my lord, 0 kin!!;; I am thine, and 

s all that I have. And the messengers came again, and said, Thus speakcth Ben
hadad, saying, I sent indeed unto thee, saying, Thou shalt deliver me thy sill·er, and 
thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children; but I will send my servants unlo thee 
to-morrow about this time, and they shall search thine house, and the houses of thy 
servants; and it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put it 

7 in their hand, and take it away. Then the king of Israel called all the elder,; of the 
land, and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeketh mischief: for he sent 
unto me for my wives, and for my children, and for my silver, and for my gold; and 
I denied him not. And all the elders and all the people said unto him, Hearken thou 
not, neither consent. Wherefore he said unto the messengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my 
lord the king, All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first I will do: but this 
thing I may not do. And the messengers departed, and brought him word again. 

ro And Ben-hadad sent unto him, and said, The gods do so unto me, and more also, if 
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the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the people that follow me. And 
the king of Israel answered and said, Tell him, Let not him that girdeth on his 
armour boast himself as he that ptitteth it off. And it came to pass, when Ben- 12 

hadad heard this message, as he was drinking, he and the kin~s, in the pavil
ions, that he said unto his servants, Set yourselves in array. And they set them
selves in array against the city. And, beholrl, a prophet came near unto Ahab king 
of Israel, and ,;aid, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou seen all this great multitude? 
behold, I will deli Yer it into thine hand this day; and thou shalt know that I am the 
LORD. And Ahab said, By whom? And he said, Thus saith the LORD, By the 14 
rnung men of the princes of the provinces. Then he said, Who shall begin the 
battle? And he answered, Thou. Then he mustered the young men of the princes 
of the provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty-two: and after them he mus
tered all the penple, cwn all the children of Israel, being seven thousand. And they 
went out at no<lll. But Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in the pavilions, he 
and the king;, the thirty and two kings that helped him. And the young men of '7 
the princes of the provinces went out first; and Bcn-hadad sent out, and they told 
him, saying, There are men come out from Samaria. And he said, Whether they 
be come out for peace, take them aliYe; or whether they be come out for war, take 
them a Ii Ye. So these went out of the city, the young men of the princes of the provinces, 
and the army which followed them. And they slew every one his man; and the 20 

Syrians fled. and brae! pursued them: and Ben-hadad the king of Syria escaped on 
an horse with hor>emen. And the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and 
chariots, and >lew the Syrians with a great slaughter. And the prophet came near 
to the king of Israel, and said unto hi n, Go, strengthen thyself, and mark, and sec 
what thou doest: for at the return of the yt'ar the king of Syria will conic up against thee. 

And the serrnnts of the king of Syria said unto him, Their p:od is a p:od of the hills; 23 
therefore they were stronger than we: but let us fight against them in the plain, and 
surely we shall be stronger than they. And clo this thing; take the kings away, 
e\·ery man out of his place, and put captains in their room: and number thee an army, 
like the army that thou hast lost, hor.se for horse, and chariot for chariot: and we will 
fip:ht against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. And he 
hearkened unto their mice, and did so. And it came to pass at the return of the year, 26 
that Ben-hadacl mustered the Syrians, and went up to Aphek, to fight against Israel. 
And the children of brae! were mustl'fcd, and were victualled, and went against 
them: and the children of Israel encamped before them like two little flocks of kids; 
but the Syrians filled the country. And a man of God came near and spake unto 
the king of Israel, and said, Thus saith the LORD, Because the Syrians have said, The 
Lo RD is a god of the hills, but he is not a god of the valleys; therefore will I deliver 
all thi:; great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the LORD. And 29 
they encamped one over against the other seven days. And so it was, that in the seventh 
day the battle was joined; and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred 
thousand footmen in one day. But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; and the wall 
fell upon twenty and seven thousand men that were left. And Bcn-hadad fled, and 
came into the city, into an inner chamber. And his servants said unto him, Behold 31 
now, we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings: let us, 
we pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and go out to the 
king of Israel: peradventure he will save thy life. So they girded sackcloth on their 
loins, and put ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, and said, Thy 
servant Ben-ha<lad saith, I pray thee, let me live. And he said, Is he yet alive? he 
is my brother. Now the men observed diligently, and hasted to catch whether it 33 
were his mind; and they said, Thy brother Ben-hadad. Then he said, Go ye, bring 
him. Then Ben-hadad came forth to him: and he caused him to come up into the 
chariot. And Ben-hadad said unto him, The cities which my father took from thy 
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father I will restore; and thou shalt make streets for thee in Damascus, as my father 
made in Samaria. And I, said Ahab, will let thee go with this covenant. So he 
made a covenant with him, and let him go. 

35 And a certain man of the sons of the prophets said unto his fellow by the word of 
the LORD, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man refused to smite him. Then said 
he unto him, Because thou hast not obeyed the voice of the LoRD, behold, as soon as 
thou art departed from me, a lion shall slay thee. And as soon as he was departed 
from him, a lion found him, and slew him. Then he found another man, and said 

3s Smite me, 1 pray thee. And the man smote him, smiting and wounding him. Sv 
the prophet departed, and waited for the king uy the way, and disguised himself with 
his headband over his eyes. And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king: and 
he said, Thy servant went out into the midst oi the battle; and, behold, a man turned 
aside, and brought a man unto me, and saicl, Keep this man: if by any means he be 

40 missing, then shall thy life be for his life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver. And 
as thy servant was lmsy here and there, he was gone. And the king of Israel said 
unto him, So shall thy judgement be; thyself hast dcciclcd it. And he hasted, and took 
the headband away from his eyes: and the king of Israel discerned him that he was of 
the prophets. And he said unto him, Thus saith !he Lomi, Because thou hast let go out 
of thy hand the man whom I had devoted to destruction, therefore thy life shall go for 

43 his life, and thy people for his people. And the king of Israel went to his house heavy 
and displeased, and came to Samaria. 

The Story of Elijah the Tishbite (continued) 
21 And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, 

which was in Jezrcel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. And Ahab spake 
unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, 
because it is near unto my house; and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it: 
or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money. And Naboth 
said to Ahab, The Lmm forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers 

4 unto thee. And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the word 
which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not give thee 
the inheritance of my fathers. And he lair! him down upon his bed, and turned away 
his face, and would eat no bread. But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto 

6 him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou catest no bread? And he said unto her, 
Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelitc, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard 
for money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and he 
answered, I will not give thee my vineyard. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, 
Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart 

8 be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Nahoth the Jezreelite. So she wrote letters 
in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the ciders and to 
the nobles that were in his city, and that dwelt with Nabolh. And she wrote in the let
ters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people: and set two 
men, sons of Belia!, before him, and let them bear witness against him, saying, Thou 

u didst curse God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he die. And 
the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel 
had sent unto them, according as it was written in the letters which she had sent unto 
them. They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people. ,.\nd the 
two men, sons of Belia!, came in and sat before him: and the men of Belia! bare wit
ness against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth 
did curse God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned 

14 him with stones, that he died. Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, 
and is dead. And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and 
was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Nabotb 
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the Jczreelite, which he refused to ~ve thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but 
dead. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose 
up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Arise, go down to 17 
meet Ahah kin!-( of Israel, which <lwelleth in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard 
of l\ahoth, whither he is 11:onc"down to take possession of it. And thou shalt speak 
unto him, saying. Tlrns saith the Lo1m, Ha>t thou killed, and also taken possession? 
and thou shalt speak unto him, sayin~. Thus saith the LORD, In th~ place where 
rlogs licked the hloorl of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And Ahab 20 

said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, 0 mine enemy? And he answered, I have found 
thee: because thou hast sold thyself to do that which is evil in the sight of the LORD. 
Behold, I will hring evil upon thee. and will utterly sweep thee away, and will cut off 
from Ahab ewry man child, and him that is shut up and him that is left at large in 
Israel: and I will make thine house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the proYOcation wherewith thou 
hast provoked me to anger, and hast made Israel to sin. And of Jezebel also spake 23 
the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the rampart of Jezreel. Him that 
rlieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the 
fowls of the air eat.* And it came to pass, when Ahab heard lhosc words, that he rent 
his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and 
went softly. And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Seest thou 
how Ahab hum bleth himself before me? because he hum hie th himself before me, I will 
not bring the e\·il in his days: but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house.· 

[Continued below, page 339. 

Story of Micai-ah and the Battle of Ramoth-gilead 
And they continuer! three years without war between Syria and Israel. And it 22 

came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the 
king of Israel. And the king of Israel said unto his servants, Know ye that Ramoth
gilead is ours, and we he still, and take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria? 
And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead? 
And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am as thou art, my people as thy people, 
my horses as thy horses. And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Inquire, 5 
I pray lhce, at the word of the LORD to-day. Then the king of Israel gathered the 
prophets together, ahout four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go against 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for the Lord 
shall delh"er it into the hand of the king. But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here 
besides a prophet of the LORD, that we might inquire of him? And the king of I~rael 8 
said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD, 
~licaiah the son of Imlah: but I hate him; for he cloth not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. Then the king of 
Israel called an ofllcer, and said, Fetch quickly Micaiah the son of Imlah. Now 
the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on his throne, arrayed 
in their robes, in an open place at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the 
prophets prophesied before them. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him u 
horns of iron, and said, Thus saith the LORD, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, 
until they be consumed. And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to 
Ramoth-gilcad, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 
And the messenger that went to call l\iicaiah spake unto him, saying, Behold now, 

*But there was none like unto Ahah, which did sell hims<•lf to do that which was evil in the 
sight of the LoRD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. And he did very alJOminably in followinf. 
idols, according to all that the Amorites did, whom the Loan cast out before the children of Israe. 
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the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, 
14 I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak thou good. And Micaiah 

said, As the LORD liveth, what the LORD saith unto me, that will I speak. And 
when he was come to the king, the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth
gilea<l to battle, or shall we forbear? And he answered him, Go up, and prosper; 
and the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the king'. And the king said unto him, 
How many times shall I adjure thee that thou ;-peak unto me nothing but the truth 

17 in the name of the LORD? And·he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the mountains, 
as sheep that have no shepherd: and the LORD said, These have no master; let them 
return every man to his house in peace. And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, 
Did I not tell thee that he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil? Anc 
he said, Therefore hear thou the word of the LORD; I saw the LORD sitting on his 
throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left. 

20 And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth
gilead? And one said on this manner; and another said on that manner. And there 
came forth a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, I will entice him. And 
the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, I will go forth, and will be a 
lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt entice him, 

23 and shalt prevail also: go forth, and do so. Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath 
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets; and the LORD hath spoken 
evil concerning thee. Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and smote 
Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went the spirit of the LoRD from me 
to speak unto thee? And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see on that <lay, when 

26 thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. And the king of Israel said, 
Take lVIicaiah, and carry him back unto Amon the governor of the city, and to 
Joash the king's son; and say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, 
and feed him with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I come in peace. 
And !Vlicaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the LORD hath not spoken by me. 
And he said, Hear, ye peoples, all of you. 

29 So the kin11: of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth-
gilead. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and go 
into the battle; but put thou on thy robes. And the king of Israel disguised himself, 
and went into the battle. Now the king of Syria had commanded the thirty and 
two captains of his chariots, saying, Fight neither with small nor great, save only with 

32 the kin11: of Israel. And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw Je
hoshaphat, that they said, Surely it is the king of Israel; and they turned aside to 
fight against him: and Jehoshaphat cried out. And it came to pass, when the cap
tains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back 
from pursuing him. And a certain man drew his bow at a venture, and smote the 
king of Israel between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of 
his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am sore wounded. 

35 And the battle increased that day: and the king was stayed up in his chariot against 
the Syrians, and died at even: and the blood ran out of the wound into the bottom 
of the chariot. And there went a cry throughout the host about the going down of 
the sun, saying, Every man to his city, and every man to his country. So the king died, 
and was brought to Samaria; and they buried the king in Samaria. And they washed 
the chariot by the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked up his blood; and they washed 
the armour; according unto the word of the LoRD which he spake. 

39 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory house which 

1 1 he built, and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the book 
siae of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? So Ahab slept with his fathers; 

and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead. 
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And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of 4 , 
Ahab king of Israel. Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he began 
to reign; and he reigned twenty and fi,·e years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in all j~~ah~ h t 
the way of Asa his father; he turned not aside from it, doing that which os ap a 
was right in the eyes of the LORD: howbeit the high places were not taken away; the 
people still sacriliced and burnt incense in the high places. And Jehoshaphat made 44 
peace with the king of Israel. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his 
might that he shewed, and how he warred, arc they not wriltcn in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? And the remnant of the sodomites, which remained 
in the days of his father Asa, he put away out of the land. And there was no king 
in Edom: a deputy was king. Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish lo go to Ophir 48 
for gold: but they went not; for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber. Then said 
. .\haziah the son of :\hab unto Jehoshaphat, Let my ser\'ants go with thy servants in 
the ships. But Jehoshaphat would not. And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the city of Da\'id his father: and Jehoram his son 
rei~ed in his stead. . 

Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth 51 
year of Jehoshaphal king of Judah, and he reigned two years over Israel. And he 
did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way 
of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jero- ~~ael: h 
boam the son of Nebat, wherein he made Israel to sin. And he served azia 
Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked to anger the LORD, the God of Israel, 
according to all that his father had done. 

The Story of Elijah the Tishbite (co11tinued) 

And Moab rebelled a!(ainst Israel after the death of Ahab. And Ahaziah fell l 
down through the lattice in his upper cham her that was in Samaria, and was sick: 
and he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, inquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron whether I shall recO\·er of this sickness. But the angel of the LoRD said to 
Elijah the Tish bite, Arise, !(O up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and 
say unto them, Is it hec.ause there is no God in Israol, that ye go to inquire of Baal
zehuh the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the LORD, Thou shalt not come 4 

clown from the bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah de
parted. And the messengers returned unto him, and he said unto them, Why is it 
that ye are returned' And they said unto him, 'I:herc came up a man to meet us, 
and said unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him, Thus 
saith the LORD, Is it bec.ause there is no God in Israel, that thou sendcst to inquire 
of Baal-zehub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt not come down from the bed 
whither thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And he said unto them, What manner 7 
of man was he which came up to meet you, and told you these words? And they 
answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his 
loins. ..\nd he said, It is Elijah the Tish bite. Then the king sent unto him a captain 
of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: and, behold, he sat on the top of the 
hill. And he spake unto him, 0 man of God, the king hath said, Come down. 
And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of Goel, let lirl' 1c 

come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down 
fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. And again he sent unto him 
another c.aptain of fifty with his fifty. And he answered and said unto him, 0 man 
of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly. And Elijah answered and 
said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume 
thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him 
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13 and his fifty. And again he sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. And the 
third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought 
him, and said unto him, 0 man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty 
thy servants, be precious in thy sight. Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and 
consumed the two former captains of fifty with their fifties: but now let my life be pre-

15 cious in thy sight. And the angel of the LORD said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be 
not afraid of him. And he arose, and went down with him unto the king. And he said 
unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to inquire of 
Baal-zcbub the god of Ekron, is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his word r 
therefore thou shalt not come down from the bed whither thou art gone up, but shalt 

'7 surely die. So he died according to the word of the LORD which Elijah had spoken. 

And Jehoram began to reign in his stead in the second year of Jehoram the son 
H" of Jehoshaphat kin!( of Judah; because he hacl no son. Now the rest 

istory of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

The Story of Elijah the Tish bite (continued) 
2 And it came to pass when the LORD would take up Elijah by a whirlwind into 

heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha, 
Tarry here, I prny thee; for the LORD hath sent me as far as Beth-cl. And Elisha 
said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went 
down to Beth-el. And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-cl came forth to 
Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master 

4 from thy head to-day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. Ancl 
Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORJJ hath sent me to 
Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 
So they came to Jericho. And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came/ 
near to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy 
master from thy head to-day? And he answered, Yea, J know it; hold ye your peace. 

6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LoRn hath sent me to 
Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 
And they two went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood 
over against them afar oIT: and they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah took his 
mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither 

9 and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. And it came to pass, when 
they were gone over, that Elijah s.aid unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before 
I be taken from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit 
be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see 
me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 

II And it came lo pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, which parted them both asunder; and Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my 
father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof! And he saw him no more: 
and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He took up also 
the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of 

14 Jordan. And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, 
and said, Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the 
waters, they were divided hither and thither: and Elisha went over. And when the 
sons of the prophets which were at Jericho over against him saw him, they said, The 
spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed them-

16 selves to the ground before him. And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with 
thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest 
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pera<lwnturc the spirit of the LORD hath taken him up, and cast him upon some 
mountain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send. And when they 17 
urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men; and 
they sought three days, but found him not. And they rame back to him, while he 
tarried at Jericho; and he said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go not? 

Stories of Elisha the Prophet 

The Healing of the !raters 

An<l the ml'n of the city said unto Elisha, Behol<l, we pray thee, the situation of this 19 
dty is pleasant, as my lord seeth: hut the water is naught, and the land miscarrie!h. 
And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to him. 
And he wen! forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast salt therein, and sai<l, Thus 
'aith the LoRn, I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more 
death or miscarrying. So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the word 
of Elisha which he spake. 

The Mucking Children 

:\nd he went up from thence unto Beth-cl: anrl as he was ~oing up by the way, 23 
there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, 
l;o up, thou Laid head; go up, thou bald head. And he looked behind him and 
saw them, and cursed them in the name of the LORD. And there came forth two 
o'hc-bears oul of Lill' wuod, and tare forty and lwo children of them. And he went 
from thence to mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria. 

:i'\ow Jchoram thr son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria in the eigh- 3 
teenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigne<l twelve years. And he di<l 
that which was e1·i1 in the sight of the LORD; but not like his father, 
and like his mother: fqr he put away the pillar o~ Baal that his father }~~o~a'm 
had ma<le. Ne1·ertheles5 he deawd unto the 51115 of Jernboam the 
son of Nebat, ll'herell'ith he made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. 

Stories of Elisha (coll! inued) 

The W a/er Trenches 
:'\ow "\Tesha king of :\foaL was a sheep-master; and he rendered unto the king of 4 

Israel the wool of an hundred thousand lambs, and of an hundred thousand rams. 
But it came to pa.ss, when Ahab was dead, that the king of '.\loab rnhelled against 
th<' king nf Israel. And king Jchoram went out of Samaria at that time, and mus
tnerl all hrael. Anrl he went and sent to Jcho:;haphat the kinp; of Judah, saying, 
The king of ;\[nab hath rebelled against me: wilt thou go with me against l\1oab to 
battle' And he said, I will go up: I am as thou art, m.y people as thy people, my 
hors<'s as thy hnrsi·.s. Ancl he said, "'hich way shall we go up? And he answered, a 
The way nf the wilderness of Edom. So the king of Israel went, and the kinp; of 
Judah, and the king of Edom: and they made a circuit of seven clays' journey: and 
there was no water for the hos!, nor for the beasts that followed them. And the 
king: of Israel said, :\las'. for the L01rn hath called these three kings together to deliver 
them into the hanrl of '.\loab. But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of II 
the LORD, that 11·e may in'luire of the LORD by him? And one of the king of Israel's 
serrnnts answered and said, Elisha the son of Shaphat is here, which poured water 
on the hands of Elijah. Anrl Jehoshaphat said, The word of the Lo1m is with him. 
So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 
And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What have I to do with thee i' get thee to the 13 
prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy mother. And the king of Israel 
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said unto him, Nay: for the LORD hath called these three kings together to deliver 
them into the hand of Moab. And Elisha said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before 
whom I stand, surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king 

15 of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee. But now bring me a minstrel. 
And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand 0f the LORD came upon 
him. And he said, Thus saith the LORD, Make this valley full of trenches. For thus 
saith the LORD, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain, yet that valley shall 
h2 filled with water: and ye shall drink, both ye and your cattle and your beasts. 

18 And this is but a light thing in the sight of the LORD: he will also deliver the Moabitcs 
into your hand. And ye shall smite every fenced city, and every choice city, and shall 
fell every good tree, and stop all fountains of water, and mar every good piece of land 
with stones. And it came lo pass in the morning, about the time of ofTering the oblation, 
that, behold, there came water by the way o[ Edom, and the country was filled with water. 

21 Now when all the Moabites heard that the kings were come up to fight against them, 
they gathered themselves together, all that were able to put on armour, and upward, and 
stood on the border. And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon 
the water, and the Moabites saw the water over against them as red as blood: and they 
said, This is blood; the kings are surely destroyed, and they have smitten each man 

2~ his fellow: now therefore, Moab, to the spoil. And when they came to the camp 
of Israel, tne Israelites rose up and smote the Moabites, so that they fled before them: 
and they went forward into the land smiting the Moabites. And they beat down 
the cities; and on every good piece of land they cast every man his stone, and filled 
it; and they stopped all the fountains of water, and felled all the good trees: until in 
Kir-hareseth only they left the stones thereof; howbeit the slingcrs went about it, 

26 and smote it. And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too sore for him, 
he took with him seven hundred men that drew sword, lo break through unto the king 
of Edom: but they could not. Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned 
in his stead, and o!Tered him for a burnt offering upon the wall. And there came 
great wrath upon Israel: and they departed from him, and returned to their own 
land. 

The Vessels of Oil 
4 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto 

Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead: and thou knowest that thy sen·ant 
did fear the LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two children to be 
hondmen. And Elisha said unto hPr, What shall I do for thee? tell me; what hast 
thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, 

3 save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, 
even empty vessels; borrow not a few. And thou shalt go in, and shut the door upon 
thee and upon thy sons, and pour out into all those vessels; and thou shalt set aside 
that which is full. So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her 
sons; they brought the vessels to her, and she poured out. And it came to pass, when 
the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said 

7 unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. Then she came and told 
the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and 
thy sons of the rest. 

The Shunammite Woman 
8 And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; 

and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he 
turned in thither to cat bread. And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I per
ceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually. Let us make, 
I pray thee, a little chamber on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a 
table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he com.eth to us, that he 
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shall turn in thither. And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into n 
the chamber and lay there. And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite . 
. .\nd when he had called her, she stood before him. And he said unto him, Say now 
unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done 
for thee' wouldcst thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? 
:\n<l she answered, I dwell among mine own people. And he said, What then is to r4 
I .. · done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no son, and her husband is 
.. Jd. ..\nd he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door. 
:\nd he said, :\t this season, when the time cometh round, thou shalt embrace a son . 
. \ncl she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid. And 
the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season, when the time came round, as 
Elisha had said unto her . 

. -\nd when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to his father to 18 

the reapers. And he said unto his father, My head, my head. Ancl he said to his 
servant, Carry him lo his mother. And when he had taken him, ancl brought him 
to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died. And she went up, and 
laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out. 
An<l she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the servants, 
and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come again. And he said, 23 
\\'hereforc wilt thou go to him to-day? it is neither new moon nor sabbath. And she 
said, It shall be well. Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, and 
go forward; slacken me not the riding, except I bid thee. So she went, and came 
unto the man of God to mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of God 
saw her afar off, that he sai<l to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is the Shunam
mite: run, I pray thee, now to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is 2u 
it "·ell with thv husband' is it well with the child? And she answered, It is well. 
And when she "came to the man of God to the hill, she caught hold of his feel. And 
(;ehazi came near to thrust her away; but the man of God said, Let her alone: for 
her soul is vexed within her; and the LORD hath hid it from me, an<l hath not told 
me. Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say, Do not deceive 
me? Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, 29 
and go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any salute thee, answer 
him not again: and lay my staff upon the face of the child. And the mother of the 
rhilcl said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And he 
arose, and followed her. And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the staff upon 
the face of the child; hut there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he re
turned to meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not a waked. And when Elisha 32 
was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed. He 
went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the LORD. 
And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his 
eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon 
him; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. Then he returned, and walked in th~ 35 
house once to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child 
sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. And he called Gehazi, and said, 
Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was come in unto him, he 
said, Take up thy son. Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself 
to the ground; and she took up her son, and went out. 

Death in the Pot 

And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; and the 38 
sons of the prophets were .sitting before him: and he said unto his servant, Set on 
the !,>reat pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets. And one went out into 
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the field to gather herbs, and found a wilrt vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds 
his lap full, and came and shred them into the pot of pottage: for they knew them not. 

40 So they poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of 
the pottage, that they cried out, and said, 0 man of Goel, thrc is death in the pot. 
And they could not cat thereof. But he said, Then bring meal. And he cast it 
into the pot; and he said, Pour out for the :-ieople, that they may cat. And there 
was no harm in the pot. 

The Feeding of the Hundred Men 

42 And there came a man from Baal-shalishah, anrl brought the man of Goel bread 
of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh cars of corn in his sack. And he 
said, Give unto the pc.ople, that they may cat. And his servant said, 'Vhat, shoulcl 
I set this before an hunrlred men? . But he said, Gi1·e the people, that they may cat; 
for thus saith the LoRD, They shall e<tt, and shall leave thereof. So he set it before 
them, and they did cat, and left thereof, according lo the word of the LORD. 

N aaman and Gclza=i 

5 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a g-reat man with his 
master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had g-ivcn victory unto Syria: 
he was also a mighty man of valour, but he was a leper. And the Syrians had !(One 
out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; 
and she waited on Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would God 
my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! then woulrl he reco1·er him of his 

4 leprosy. And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid 
that is of the land of Israel. And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a 
letter unto the kin12: of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of 
silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he broug-ht 
the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now when this letter is come unto thee, 
behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his 

7 leprosy. And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he 
rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, lo kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? but consider, I pray you, ancl see how 
he seeketh a quarrel against me. And it was so, when Elisha the man of God heard 
that the king- of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Where
fore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that 

9 there is a prophet in Israel. So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariots, 
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, 
saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, 
and thou shalt be clean. But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, 
I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the 

r2 LORD his Goel, and wave his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Arc not 
Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? 
may T not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage 
And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet 
had bid thee do some great thing, woulclest thou not have done it? how much rather 

14 then, when he saith to thee, Wash, ancl be clean) Then went he dmrn, and dipped 
himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his 
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. And he re
turned to the man of Goel, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: 
and he said, Behold now, I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: 

16 now therefore, I pray thee, take a present of thy servant. But he said, As the LORD 
liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but 
he refused. And Naaman said, If not, yet I pray thee let there be given to thy servant 
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two mules' burden of earth; for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offer
ing nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the LORD. In this thin11; the LoRD pardon lB 

thv servant; when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, 
arid he lcaneth on mv hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow 
mnelf in the house "of Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy servant in this thing. And 
he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath 20 

spared this :\'aaman the Syrian, in not recei,·ing at his hands that which he brought: 
as the LORD li,·cth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him. So Gehazi 
follo\\·ed after :\'aaman. And when Naaman saw one running after him, he lighted 
down from the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well, And he said, All is well. 22 

l\Iy master hath ;;cnt me, saying, Behold, ewn now there be come to me from the hill 
country of Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets; give them, I pray 
thee, a talent of sih·cr, and two changes of raiment. And Naaman said, De content, 
take two talents. _\nd he urge<l him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, 
with two change,; of raiment, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare 
them before him. And when he came to the hill, he took them from their hand. and 24 
he stowed them in the house: and he let the men go, and they departed. But he 
went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest 
thou, Gehazi, .\nd he said, Thy serrnnt \\·cnt no whither. And he said unto him, 
\Yen! not mine heart with thee, \\·hen the man turned again from his chariot to meet 
thee) Is it a time to rccei,·e money, and to recei,·e gannents, and oliveyards and 
Yineyanb, and sheep and oxen, and menservants and maidservants? The leprosy 27 
therefore of l'\aarnan shall clea,·c unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he 
went out from l1is presence a leper as white as snow. 

The ..lxe-hrad that swam 

.\nd the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the place where we 6 
dwell before thee is too strait for us. Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and 
take thence every man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where we may dwell. 
And he answered, Go ye. Anrl one said, Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy 
serrnnts. And he answered, I will go. So he went with them. And when they 
rame to Jordan, they cut down woorl. But as one was felling a beam, the axe-head 5 
fell into the water: anrl he cried, anrl said, Alas, my master! for it was borrowed . 
. \nd the man of Goel sairl, Where fell it? And he shewed him the place. And he 
rut down a stick, and cast it in thither, and marlc the iron to swill' Ar>d he said, 
Take it up to thee. So he pul out hi-; hand, and took it. 

T!ic J~xpcdition against Elisha 

~ow the king of Syria warred against Israel; and he took counsel with his servants, B 
·;ayi,.,g, In such and such a· place shall be my camp. And the man of God sent unto 
: he ;.!ng of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the 
'°i\Tiam arc coming dow11. And the king of hrael sent to the place which the man 
·f God told him and warner! him of; and he saved himself there, not once nor twice. 
\nd the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his u 

-crvants, anrl said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king of 
Israel? And one of his sen•ants said, Nay, my lord, O king: hut Elisha, the prophet 
,!1at is in hrael, tclkth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bed
chamber. And he said, Go and sec where he is, that I may send and fetch him . 
. \nd it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sent he thither 14 
horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and compassed the 
< ity about. And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone 
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forth, behold, an host with horses and chariots was round about the city. And his 
servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he answered, Fear 

17 not: for they that be with us arc more than they that be with them. And Elisha 
prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD 
opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. And when they came down to 
him, Elisha prayed unto the LORD, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, with 
blindness. And he smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 

19 And Elisha said unto them, This is not the way, neither is this the city: follow me, 
1nd I will bring you to the man whom ye seek. And he led them to Samaria. And 
it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that Elisha said, LORD, open the 
eyes of these men, that they may see. And the LORD opened their eyes, and they 
saw; and, behold, they were in the midst of Samaria. And the king of Israel said 
unto Elisha, when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite them? 

22 And he answered, Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite those whom thou 
hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow? set bread and water before 
them, that they may cat and drink, and go to their master. And he prepared great 
provision for them: and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and 
they went to their master. And the bands of Syria came no more into the land of 
Israel. 

The Siege of S(lmaria 

24 And it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king of Syria gathered all his 
host, and went up, and besieged Samaria. And there was a great famine in Samaria: 
and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass's head was sold for fourscore pieces of 
silver, and the fourth part of a kab of dove's dung for live pieces of sih·er. And as 
the king of Israel was passing by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, say-

27 ing, Help, my lord, 0 king. And he said, If the LORD do not help thee, whence shall 
I help thee? out of the threshing-floor, or out of the wineprcss? And the king said 
unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, Gi,·e 
thy son, that we may cat him to-day, and we will eat my son to-morrow. So we 
boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto her on the next day, Gi,·e thy son, 

30 that we may cat him: and she hath hid her son. And it came to pass, when the 
l<ing heard the words of the woman, that he rent his clothes; (now he was passing 
by upon the wall;) and the people looked, and, behold, he had sackcloth within upon 
his flesh. Then he said, God do so to me, and more also, if the head of Elisha th" 

32 son of Shaphat shall stand on him this day. But Elisha sat in his house, and the 
elders sat with him; and the king sent a man from before him: but ere the mes
senger came to him, he said to the elders, Sec ye how this son of a murderer hath 
sent to take away mine head? look, when the messenger cometh, shut the door, and 
hold the door fast aJ?;ainst him: is not the sound of his master's feet behind him? 
And while he yet talked wilh them, behold, the messerlJ?;cr came down unto him: 
and he said, Behold, this evil is of the LORD; why should I wait for the LORD any 

7 longcr? And Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the LORD: thus saith the LORD, 
To-morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two 
measures of barley for a shekel, in the J?;ate of Samaria. Then the captain on whose 
hand the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the LORD should 
make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold thou shalt sec 
it with thine eyes, but shalt not cat thereof. 

3 Now there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said 
one to another, Why sit we here until we die? If we say, We will enter into the city, 
then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die 
also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save 
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us aliw, we shall Ii Ye; and if they kill us, we shall but die. And they rose up in the 
twilight lo go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the outer
most part of the camp of the Syrians, behold, there was no man there. For the Lord 6 
had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, 
even the noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel 
hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come 
upon us. \\'hcrdorc they arose and fled in the_ twilight, and left their tents, and 
their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life. And 8 
when these lepers came to the outermost part of the camp, they went into one tent, 
anrl did eat and drink, and carried thence sih-er, and golrl, and raiment, and went 
and hid it; anrl they came back, and entered into another tent, anrl carried thence 
also, anrl went and hid it. Then they sairl one to another, \Ve do not well: this rlay 
is a rlay of good tirlings, and we holct our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, 
punishment will 01·crtake us: now therefore come, let us go and tell the king's house
hold. So they came and called unto the porters of the city: and they told them, io 

saying, We came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there, 
neither voice of man, but the horses tierl, and the asses tierl, anrl the tents as they 
were. :\nd the porters called; and they tolrl it to the king's household within. Ami 
the king arose in the night, and sairl unto his servants, I will now shew you what the 
Syrians ha1·e done to us. They know that we be hungry; therefore are they gone 
nut of the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, When they come out of the 
city, we shall take them ali1·e, and get into the city. And one of his serrnnts answered 13 
and said, Ll'l sumc take, I pray thee, fiyc of the horses that remain, which are left 
in the city, (bchokl, they are as all the m ultitudc of Israel that are left in it; behold, 
they arc as all the m ultitucle of Israel that arc consumerl :) and let us scnrl and see. 
They took therefore two chariots with horses; and the king sent after the host of 
the Syrians, saying, Go and sec. Anrl they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, ,5 
all the way was full of garments anrl 1·cssels, which the Syrians had cast away in their 
haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king. And the people went out, 
and spoiled the camp of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, 
and two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the LoRn. And 
the king appointed the captain on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the 
gate: and the people trocle upon him in the gate, and he died as the man of God had 
said, who spake when the king came down to him. And it came lo pass, as the man 10 

of God had spoken to the king, saying, Two measures of barley for a shekel, and a 
measure of tine flour for a shekel, shall be to-morrow about this time in the gate of 
Samaria; and that captain answererl the man of God, and said, Now, behold, if the 
LORD should make windows in heaven, might such a thing-be? and he said, Be
hold, thou shalt sec it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof: it came to pass even 20 

so unto him; for the people trode upon him ii\ the gate, and he died. 

The Shunammite Woman's Estate 

:\'ow Elisha harl spoken unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, say- 8 
in~, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst 
soiourn: for the LORD hath called for a famine; and it shall also come upon the 
land SC\"Cn years. And the woman arose, and did according to the word of the man 
o_f God: and she went with her household, and sojourned in the land of the Philis
lmes se\'en years. And it came to pass at the seven years' end, that the woman re- 3 
turned out of the land of the Philistines: and she went forth to cry unto the king 
for her house and for her land. Now the king was talking with Gehazi the servant 
of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath 
done. And it came lo pass, as he was telling the king how he had restored to life 
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him that was dead, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried 
to the king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, 0 king, this 

6 is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life. And when the king 
asked the woman, she told him. Sn the king appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, 
Restore all that was hers, and all the fruits of the field since the day that she left the 
land, even until now. 

Hazael's Visit to Elisha 

7 And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad the king :if Syria was sick; and 
it was told him, saying, The man of God is come hither. And the king said unto 
Hazael, Take a present in thine hand, and go meet the man of God, and inquire of 
the LORD by him, saying, Shall I recover of this sickness? So Hazael went Lo meet 
him, and took a present with him, even of every good thing of Damascus, forty camels' 
burden, and came and stood before him, and said, Thy son Ben-hadad king of Syria 

.10 hath sent me to thee, saying, Shall I recover of this sickness? And Elisha said unto 
him, Go, say unto him, Thou shalt surely recover; howbeit the LORD hath shewed 
me that he shall surely die. And he settled his countenance stedfastly upon him, 
until he was ashamed: and the man of God wept. And Hazael said, '1Vhy weepeth 
my lord? And he answered, Because I know the evil that thou wilt do unto the 
children of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and their young men wilt 
thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash in pieces their little ones, and rip up their 

13 women with child. And llazael said, But what is thy servant, which is bul a dog, 
that he should do this great thing? ~nd Elisha answered, The LORD hath shewed 
me that thou shalt be king over Syria. Then he departed from Elisha, and came to his 
master; who said to him, What said Elisha to thee? And he answered, He told me 
that thou shouldest surely recover. And it came to pass on the morrow, that he 
took the coverlet, and dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, so that he died: 
and Hazael reigned in his stead. 

16 And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being 
then king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign. 

Judah: 
Jehoram 

Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned 
eight years in Jerusalem. And he walked in the way pf the kings of Israel, 
as did the house of Ahab: for he hr.cl the daughter of Ahab to wife: and he 

19 did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD. Howbeit the LORD would not de-
stroy Judah, for David his servant's sakt', as he promised him to 1-(ive unlo him a 
lamp for his children alway. In his clays Edom revolted from under the hand of 
Judah, and made a king over themselves. Then Joram passed over to Zair, and all 
his chariots with him: and he rose up hy night, and smote the Edomites which com
passed him about, and the captains of the chariots: and the people fled to their tents. 

22 So Edom revolted from under the ha~d of Judah, unto this day. Then did Libnah 
revolt at the same time. And the rest of Lhe acts of Joram, and all that he did, are 
they not written in the: book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Joram 
slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the cily of David: and 
Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead. 

25 In the twelfth· year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel did Ahaziah the son 
of Jehoram king of Judah begin to reign. Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah 

Judah: 
Ahaziah 

when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his 
mother's name was Athaliah the daughter of Omri king of Israel. And he 
walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did that which "·as evil in the 

sight of the LORD, as did the house of Ahab: for he was the son in law of the house 
28 of Ahab. And he went with Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of 

Syria at Ramoth-gilead: and the Syrians wounded Joram. And king Joram returned 
to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had given him at Ramah, 
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when II(' fought against Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king 
of Judah went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 

And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and .said unto him, 9 
Gird up thy loins, and take this Yial of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 
And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehosha-
phat the son of :\imshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among Conspiracy 
his brethrm, and carrv him to an inner chamber. Then take the vial ~f Jeh~ b th 
of oil, and pour it on ·his head, and say, Thus saith the LORD, I have J~~~~"ando 
anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, and Israel 
tarry not. So the young man, eYen the young man the prophet, went 
to Ramoth-gilead. And when he came, behold, the captains of the host were sitting; s 
and he said, l ha Ye an errand to thee, Ocaptain. And Jehu said, Unto which of all 
us) And he said, To thee, 0 captain. . And he arose, and went into the ho11Se; and 
he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, the God of 
J,;rael, I ha\·e anointed thee king oYer the people of the LORD, even over Israel. 
.\nd thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the blood of 
nw sen·ants the prophets, and the blood of all the seITants of the LORD, at the hand 
nf Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish: and I will cut off from Ahab B 
e\W)' man child, and him that is shut up and him that is left at large in Israel. And 
I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like 
th" house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the por
tit1n of Jezrcd, anrl there shall be none to bury her. And he opened the door, and 
fkd. Then Jehu came forth to the scrrnnts of his lord : and one said unto him, Is" 
all well? whcrefnre rnme this mad fellow to thee? And he said unto them, Ye know 
the man anrl what his talk was. And they said, It is false; tell us now. And he 
said, Thth and tlnh spake he to me. saying, Thus saith the LoRD, I ha\•e anointed 
thee king m·er Israel. Then they ha;ted, and took e\'ery man his gannent, and put 
it under him on the top of the stairs, and blew the trumpet, saying, Jehu is king. 

So Jehu the son of Jthoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired agaimt Joram. 14 
(:\'ow Joram kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, because of Hazacl king of Syria: 
but kin,g Joram was returned to be healed in Jezreel of the \\"ouncls which the Syrians 
had gi\'en him, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) And Jehu said, If this 
be your mind, then let none escape and go forth out of the city, to go to tell it in 
Jezrccl. So Jehu r'"lc in a chariot, and went to Jezreel; for Joram lay there. 16 
And Ahaziah king of Judah was come clown to see Joram. Now the watchman 
.;tond on the tower in Jezrccl, and he spier! the company of Jehu as he came, and 
said, l ;;e1· a company. /\nd Joram said, Take an horseman, and send to meet them, 
anrl let him say. Is it peace? So there went one on horseback to meet him, and said, 
Thus saith the kin.£:, Is it peace? And Jehu said, What hast thou to do with peace? turn 
thee behind me. Anrl the watchman told, saying, The messenger came to them, 
but r.e rnmcth not again. Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came to 19 
ther.1. anrl said, Thus saith the king, Is it peace? And Jehu answered, What hast 
thou to do with pt·ace? tum thee behind me. And the watchman told, saying, He 
came t·1·en unto them, and cometh not again: and the dri\'ing is like the driving of 
Jehu the son of '.'\imshi; for he dri,·eth furiously. And Joram said, Make ready. 
Anrl they made ready his chariot. And Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of 
Jurlah went out, each in his chariot, and they went out to meet Jehu, and found him 
in the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite. And it came to pass, when Jorarn saw 22 

Jehu, that he ;;air!, Is it peace, Jehu? And he answered, What peace, so long as 
the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel anrl her witchcrafts are so many? And Joram 
turner:! his hands, and flcrl, and said to Ahaziah, There is treachery, 0 Ahaziah. And 
Jehu drew his bow with his full stren~th, and smote Joram between his arms, and the 
arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in his chariot. Then said Jehu to 25 
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Bidkar his captain, Take up, and cast him in the portion of the field of Naboth the 
Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I and thou rode together after Ahab his 
father, the LORD laid this burden upon him; Surely I have seen yesterday the blood 
of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, saith the LORD; and I will requite thee in this 
plat, s~ith the LORD. Now therefore take and cast him into the plat of ground, 
according to the word of the LORD. 

27 But ,\·hen Ahaziah the kinr, of Judah saw this, he fled by the way of the garden 
lnuse. And Jehu followed after him, and said, Smite him also in the chariot: and 
they smote him at the ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he lled to Megiddo, 
and died there. And his servants carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried 
him in his sepulchre with his fathers in the city of David. And in the eleventh year 
of Joram the son of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah. 

;o And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her 
eyes, and tired her head, and looked out at the window. And as Jehu entered in at 
the gate, she said, Is it peace, thou Zimri, thy master's murderer? And he lifted up 
his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to 
him two or three eunuchs. And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down; 
and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trodc 
her under foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink; and he said, Sec 

35 now to this cursed woman, and bury her: for she is a king's daughter. And they 
went to bury her: but they found no more of .her than the skull, and the· feet, and 
the palms of her hands. Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, 
'!'his is the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbitc, 
saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall the dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel: and the car
case of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; 
so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel. 

10 Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters, and sent to 
Samaria, unto the rulers of Jezrcel, even the elders, and unto them_ that brought up 
the sons of Ahab, saying, And now as sool). as this letter cometh to you, seeing your 
master's sons are with you, and there are with you chariots and horses, a fenced city 
also, and armour; look ye out the best and meetest of your master's sons, and set 

4 him on his father's throne, and fight for your master's house. But they were exceed
ingly afraid, and said, Behold, the two kings stood not before him: how then shall 
we stand? And he that was over the household, and he that was O\'Cr the city, the 
elders also, and they that brought up the children, sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy 
servants, and will <lo all that thou shalt bid us; we will not make any man king: do thou 

6 that which is good in thine eyes. Then he wrote a letter the second time to them, say
ing, If ye be on my side, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of 
the men your master's sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to-morrow this time. Now 
the king's sons, being seventy persons, were with the great men of the city, which 
brought them up. And it came to pass, when the letter came to th2m, that they 
took the king's sons, and slew them, even seventy persons, and put their heads in 

8 baskets, and sent them unto him to Jezreel. And there came a messenger. and told 
him, saying, They have brought the heads of the king's sons. And he said, Lay Y" 
them in two heaps at the entering in of the gate until the morning. And it came to 
pass in the morning, that he· went out, and stood, and said to all the people, Ye be 
righteous: behold, I conspired against my master, and slew him: but who smote 

10 all these? Know now that there shall fall unto the earth nothing of the word of the 
LORD, which the LORD spake concerning the house of Ahab: for the LORD ~ath 
done that which he spake by his servant Elijah. So Jehu smote all that remained 
of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his familiar friends, and 
his priests, until he left him none remaining. And he arose and departed, and went 

13 to Samaria. And as he was at the shearing house of the shepherds in the way, Jehu 
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met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, Who are ye? And they 
answered, We are the brethren oi Ahaziah: and we go down to salute the children of 
the king and the children of the queen. And he said, Take them alive. And they 
took 'them aliYe, and slew them at the pit of the shearing house, even two and forty 
men; neither left he any of them. 

And when he was departed thence, he lighted on Jehonadab the son of Rechab 15 
coming to meet him: and he saluted him, and said to him, Is thine heart right, as 
rn\· heart is with thy heart? And Jehonadab answered, It is. If it be, give me 
thine hand. :\nd he gave him his hand; and he took him up to him into the chariot. 
.\nd he said, Come with me, and see my zeal for the LORD. So they made him ride 
;., his chariot. And when he came to Samaria, he smote all that remained unto Ahab 11 
in Samaria, till he had destroyed him, according to the word of the LORD, which he 
spal:e to Elijah. And Jehu gathered all the people together, and said unto them, 
.\hab served Baal a little; but Jehu shall serve him much. Now therefore call unto 
me all the prophets of Baal, all his worshippers, and all his priests; let none he 
wanting: for I ha,·e a great sacrifice to do to Baal; whosoever shall be wanting, he 
shall not live. But Jehu did it in subtilty, to the intent that he might c..lestroy the 
worshippers of Baal. And Jehu said, Sanctify a solemn assembly for Baal. And they 20 

proclaimed it. And Jehu sent through all Israel: and all the worshippers of Baal came, 
so that there was not a man left that came not. Anc..l they came into the house of Baal; 
and the house of Baal was filled from one end to another. And he said uflto him that 
was over the wstry, Bring forth \"estments for all the worshippers of Baal. And he 
brought them forth vestments. And Jehu went, and Jebonadab the son of Rechab, 23 
into the house of Baal: and he said unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, and look 
that there be here with you none of the servants of the LORD, but the worshippers of 
Baal only. And they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had 
appointed him fourscore.men without, and said, If any of the men whom I hrinl( into 
your hands escape, he that letteth him go, his life shall be for the life of him. And it 25 
came to pass, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt olTering, that Jehu 
said to the guard and to the captains, Go in, and slay them; let none come forth. And 
they smote them with the edge of the sword; and the guard and the captains cast them 
out. and \'\ent to the city of the house of Baal. And they brought forth the pillars that 
were in the house of Baal, and burned them. And they brake down the pillar of Baal, 27 
and brake down the house of Baal, and made it a draught house, unto this day. 

Ill. -FALL 0 F ISRAEL: PARTIAL REST 0 RAT t 0 N" 0 F JUD A II 

Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the 28 
son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, 
to wit, the golden calves that were in Beth-el, and that were in Dan. 

1 
· 
1 

J h 
And the LORD said unto.Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing srae : • " 
that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab accoriling lo 
all that was in mine heart, thy sons of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of 
Israel. But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lmw, the God of Israel, 31 

with all his heart: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, wherewith he made 
Israel to sin. In those days the LORD began to cut Israel short: and Hazael smote 
them in all the coasts of Israel; from Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the 
Gadites, and the Reuhmites, and the l\fanassites, from Aroer, which is by the valley 
of Amon, even Gilead and Bashan. Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that .J.t 

he did, and all his might, arc they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? And Jehu slept with his fathers: and they buried him in Samaria. 
And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead. And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel 
in S:.maria was twenty and eight years. 
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ll Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dearl, she arose 
and destroyed all the seerl royal. .Hut Jchoshelm, the daughter of king Joram, sister 

Judah: 
Athaliah 

of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stoic him away from 
among the king's sons that were slain, even him and his nurse, and put 
them in the hcrlcham ber; and they hid him from Athaliah, so that he 

was not slain. And he was with her hid in the house of the LORD six years: and 
Athaliah reigned over the land. 

4 And in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the captains over hun<lrcds, of 
the Ca rites and of the guard, and brought them to him into the house of the LoRil; 
and he made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them in the house of the 
LORD, and shewed them the king's son. And he commanded them, saying, This is 
the thing that ye shall do: a third part of yon, that come in on the sabbath, shall be 

6 keepers of the watch of the king's house; and a thin\ part shall be al the gate Sur; 
and a third part at the gate behind the guard: so shall ye keep the watch of the 
house, and be a barrier. And the two companies of you, even all that go forth on 
the sabbath, shall keep the watch of the house of the LORD about the king. And vc 
shall compass the king round about, every man with his weapons in his hanrl; a1;<l 
he that cometh within the ranks, let him be slain: and be ye with the king when he 

9 goeth out, and when he cometh in. And the captains over hundreds did according 
to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded: and they took every man his men, those 
that were to•come in on the sabbath, with those that were to go out on the sabbath, 
and came to Jehoiada the priest. And the priest delivered to the captains over 
hundreds the spears al'!d shields that had been king David's, which were in the house 

II of the LORD. And the guard stood, every man with his weapons in bis hand, from 
the right side of the house to the left side of the house, along by the altar and the house, 
by the king round about. Then he brought out the king's son, and put the croll'n 
upon him, and gave him the testimony; and they made him ·ldng, and anointed him; 
and they clapped their hands, and said, God save the king. And when Athaliah 
heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she came to the people into the house 

"1 of the LORD: and she looked, and, behold, the king stood by the pillar, as the manner 
was, and the captains and the trumpets by the king; and all the people of the lanrl 
rejoiced, and blew with trumpets. Then Athaliah rent her clothes, and cried, 
Treason, treason. And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of hundreds 
that were set over the host, and said unto them, Have her forth between Lhe ranks; 
and him that followeth her slay with the sword: for the priest said, Let her not be 

16 slain in the house of tbe LORD. So they made way for her; and she went by the 
way of the horses' entry to the king's house: and there was she slain. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and the king and the people, 
that they should be the LORD'S people; between the king also and the people. And 
all the people of the land went to the house of Baal, and brake it down; his altars 
and his images brake they in pieces thorou~hly, and slew l\Iattan the priest of Baal 
before the altars. And the priest appointed officers over the hcuse of th<> LoRD. 

19 And he took the captains over hundreds, and the Ca rites, and the guard, and all the 
people of the land; and they brought down the king from the house of the LORD, 
and came by the way of the ~ale of the guard unto the king's house. And he sat on 
the throne of the kings. So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet: 
and they slew Athaliah with the sword at the king's house. 

12 Jehoash was seven years old when he began to reign. In the se,·enth year of 
Jehu began Jehoash to reign; and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem: and his 

mother's name was Zibiah of Bce'r-sheba. And Jehoash did that which Ju:ah :h was right in the eyes of the LORD all his days wherein Jehoiada the 
0 oas priest instructed him. Howbeit the high places were not taken away: 

the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places. 
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Ami Jehoash said to the priests, All the money of the hallowed things that is~ 
brought into the house of the LORD, in current money, the money of the persons for 
whom each man is rated, and all the money that it cometh into any man's heart to 
bring into the house of the LORD, let the priests take it to them, every man from his 
acquaintance: and they shall repair the breaches of the house, wheresoever any 
Lrcach shall be iound. But it was so, that in the three and twentieth year of king 6 
Jchoash the prie&s had not repaired the breaches of the house. Then king Jehoash 
called br Jehoiada the priest, and for the other priests, and said unto them, Why 
repair ye not the breaches of the house? now therefore take no more money from 
yom acquaintance, but deliver it for the breaches of the house. And the priests 
con>cnted that they should take no more money from the people, neither repair the 
hreaches of the house. But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and bored a hole in the 9 
lid of it, and set it beside the altar, on the right side as one cometh into the house of 
the LoRo: and the nriests that kept the door put therein all the money that was 
brought into the house of the LoRD. And it was so, when they saw that there was 
11' uch money in the chest, that the king's scribe and the high priest came up, an<l 
till')' put up in bags and told the money that was found in the house of the LORD. 
And they ga 1·e the money that was weighed out into the hands of them that did then 
work, that had the 01·ersight of the house of the LORD: and they paid it out to the 
carpenters and the builders, that wrought upon the house of the LORD, and lo the 
m~i,ons and the hewers of stone, and for buying timber and hewn stone lo repair 
the breaches of the house of the LORD, and for all that was laid out for the house to 
repair it But there were not made for the house of the LORD cups of silver, snuffers, 13 
[Jasons, trumpets, any \'essels of gold, or vessels of silver, of the ·money that was 
Lrought into the house of the LORD: for they gayc that to them that did the work, 
and repaired therewith the house of the LORD. Moreo\'er they reckoned not with 
the men, into whose hanil they delivered the money to give to them that did the 
work: for they dealt faithfully. The money for the guilt o!Terings, and the money 
for the sin o!Tcrings, was not brought into the house of the LORD: it was the priests'. 

Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and fought against Gath, and took it: and 17 
Hazacl set his face to go up to Jerusalem. And Jchoash king of Judah took all the 
hallowed things that Jehoshaphat, and Jehoram, and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of 
Ju<lah, had declicatcd, and his own hallowed things, and all the gold that was found 
m the treasures of the house of the LORD, and of the king's house, and sent· it to 
llazad king of Syria: and he went away from Jerusalem. Now the rest of the acts of 19 
Joa,:h, and ail that he did, arc they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Judah? And his servants arose, and made a conspiracy, and smote Joash at the 
house of l\lillo, on the way that goeth down to Silla. For Jo7.ncar the son of Shimeath, 
and Jehozahad the son of Shomer, his servants, smote him. and he died; and they huried 
him with his fathers in the city of David: and Amaziah his son reigned in his stead. 

In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, 13 
Jehl'ahaz the son of Jehu hegan to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seven
tc~n years. And he <lid that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
and '.;,llu1wrl the sins of Jerohoam the son of Nebat wherewith he made 1I•i;:i•

1~ 
Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom. And th~ anger of the LORD e oa az 
was kindled against Israel, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazacl king of 
?yria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Ha?.ael, continually. And Jehoa- 4 

naz besought the LORD, and the LORD hearkened unto him: for he saw the oppres
sion of Israel, how that the king of Syria oppressed them.* For he left not to Jehoa· 7 

. * Aml the LORD gave Israel a saviour, so that they went out from under the hand of the S 
Syrians: and thr chilclren of Israel dwelt in their tents, as bcforctimc. Nevertheless they de
parte? not from the sins.of the house of Jeroboam, wherewith he made Israel to sin, but walked 
therem: and there remained the Ashcrah also in Samaria. 
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haz of the people save fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen· 
for the king of Syria destroyed them, and made them like the dust in threshing'. 
N~w the; rest of the acts of Jeho_ahaz, and al~ that he did, and his might, are they not 
wntten m the book of the chronicles of the kmgs of Israel? And Jehoahaz slept with 
his fathers; and they buried him in Samaria: and Joash his son rrigned in his stead. 

10 In the thirty and seventh year o{ Joash king of Judah began Jehoash the son of 
Jehoahaz lo reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen vcars. And he did 

that which was evil in the sight of the LoRn; he departed not from all 
}"~el :h the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to 

e oas sin: but he walked therein. Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all 
that he did, and his might wherewith he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, 

13 are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? And Joash 
slept with his fathers; and Jeroboam sat upon his throne: and Joash was buried 
in Samaria with the kings of Israel. 

Stories of Elisha (concluded) 

The Death of Elisha 

14 Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died: and Joash the king 
of Israel came down unto him, and wept over him, and said, My father, my father, 
the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof! And Elisha said unto him, Take 
bow and arrows: and he took unto him bow and arrows. And he said to the kin1~ 
of Israel, Put thi.ne hand upon the bow: and he put his hand upon it. And Elisha 

17 laid his hands upon the king's hands. And he said, Open the window eastward: 
and he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot: and he shot. And he said, The LORD'S 
arrow of victory, even the arrow of victory over Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians 
in Aphek, till thou have consumed them. And he said, Take the arrows: and he 
took them. And he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground: and he 
smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou 
shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst 
consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. 

20 And Elisha died, and they buried him. Now the bands of the Moabites invaded the 
land. at the coming in of the year. And it came to pass, as they were burying a man, 
that, behold, they spied a band; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha: and 
as soon as the man touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his feet. 

22 And Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. But the LORD 
was gracious unto them, and had compassion on them, and had respect unto them, be

Israel: 
Jehoash 

cause of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would 
not destroy them, neither cast he them from his presence as yet. And 
Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his son reigned in his stead. 

And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Ben-hadad the son 
of Hazacl the cities which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by 
war. Three times did Joash smite him, and recovered the cities of Israel. 

14 In the second year of Joash son of Joahaz king of Israel began Amaziah the son 
of Joash king of Judah to reign. He was twenty and five years old when he began 

Judah: 
Amaziah 

to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem: and his 
mother's name was Jehoaddin of Jerusalem. And he did that which 
was right in the eyes of the LORD, yet not like David his father: he 

did according to all that Joash his father had done. Howbeit the high places were 
snot taken away: the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places. And 

it came to pass, as soon as the kingdom was established in his hand, that he slew his 
servants which had slain the king his father: but the children of the murderers he 
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put not to death: according to that whkh is written in the book of the law of Moses, 
as the LORD commanded, saying, The fathers shall not he put to death for the chil
dren, nor the children be put to death for the fathers; but every man shall die for 
his own sin. He slew of Edom in the Valley of Salt ten thousand, and took Sela 
bv war, and callcd the name of it Joktheel, unto this day. 

· Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, 8 
king of Israel, saying, Come, let us look one another in the face. And Jehoash the 
1:ingof Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, The thistle that was in Lebanon 
?nt to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, GiYe thy daughter to my son to wife: 

and there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trade down the thistle. 
Thou hast indeed smitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee up: glory thereof, 10 

and abide at home; for why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt, that thou shouldest 
fall, e\•en thou, and Judah with thee? But Amaziah would not hear. So Jchoash 
king of Israel went up; and he and Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in 
thc face at Beth-shemesh, which helongeth to Judah. And Judah was put to the 
worse before Israel; and they fled every man to h\s tent. And Jehoash king of Israel 13 
took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash the son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, 
and came to Jerusalem, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate oi 
Ephraim unto the comer gate, four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and 
silwr, and all the ves-;els that were found in the house of the LORD, and in the 
treasures of the king's house, the hostages also, and returned to Samaria. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did, and his might, and how he 15 
fought with Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the hook 1 1 of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? And Jehoash slept with his srae 
fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his son 
reigned in his stead. 

And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after the death of Jehoash 17 
son of Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? . 
Anrl they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to {udah. · h 
Lachish: but they sent after him to Lachish, and slew him there. And mazia 
they brought him upon horses: and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in 
the city of David. And all the people of Judah took Azariah, who was sixteen 
years old, and made him king in the room·of his father Amaziah. He built Elath, 
and restored it to Judah, after that the king slept with his fathers. 

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son 23 
of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty and one years. 
And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed 
not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made j~~~~~~m 
Israel to sin. I-le restored the border of Israel from the entering in of 
Hamath unto the sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of 
Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the 
prophet, which was of Gath-hepher. For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, 26 
that it was very hitter: for there was none shut up nor left at large, neither was 
there any helper for Israel. And the LoRD said not that he would blot out the name 
of Israel from under heaven: but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son 
of Joash. Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did, and his might, 
how he warred, and how he recovered Damascus, and Hamath, which had belonged 
to Judah, for Israel, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Israel? And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with the kings of Israel; an·d 
Zechariah his son reigned in his stead. 

In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel began Azariah son of 15 
Amaziah king of Judah to reign. Sixteen years old was he when he began to reign; 
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and he reigned two and fifty years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Jecoliah 
3 of Jerusalem. And he did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, according 

Judah: 
Azariah or 
Uzziah 

to all that his falher Amaziah had done. Howbeit the high places were 
not taken away: the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high 
places. And the LORD smote the king, so that he was a leper unto the 
day of his death, and dwelt in a several house. And Jotham the kin,,'s 

6 son was over the household, judging the people of the land. Now the rest of Lhe a~ts 
of Azariah, and all that he did, arc they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Judah? And Azariah slept with his fathers; and they buried him with his 
fathers in the city of David: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 

a In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah king of Judah did Zechariah the son of 
Jeroboam reign over Israel in Samaria six months. And he did that which was evil 

Israel: 
Zechariah 

in the sight of the LORD, as his fathers had done: he departed not from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to 
sin. And Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and smole 

II him before the people, and slew him, and reigned in his stead. Now the rest of the 
acts of Zechariah, behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel. This was the word of the LORD which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons 
to thP fourth generation shall sit upon the throne of Israel. And so it came to pass. 

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah 
king of Judah; and he reigned the space of a month in Samaria. And Menahcm 

Israel: 
Shall um 

the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and 
smote Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew him, and 
reigned in his stead. Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, and ~iis 

conspiracy which he made, behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Israel. Then !\frnahem smote Tiphsah, and all that were therein, 
and the borders thereof, from Tirzah: because they opened not to him, therefore 
he smote it; and all the women therein that were with child he ripped up. 

17 In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah king of Judah began Menahem the son 
of Gadi to reign over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. And he did that 

Israel: 
Mena hem 

which was evil in the sight of the LoRD: he departed not all his days 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Ncbat, wherewith he made 
Israel to sin. There came against the land Pu! the king of Assyria; 

and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver, that his hand might be with 
20 him to confirm the kingdom in his hand. And Menahem exacted the money of Israel, 

even of all the mighty men of wealth, of each man fifty shekels of silver, to giw 
to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned back, and stayed not there in 
the land. Now the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? And Menahem 
slept with his fathers; and Pckahiah his son reigned in his stead. 

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Pekahiah the son of Menahcm began 
to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years. And he did that which was 

evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam 
~r=e~:. h the son of Ncbat, wherewith he made Israel to sin. And Pekah th<' 

e a ia son of Remaliah, his captain, conspired a~ainst him, and smote him 
in Samaria, in the castle of the king's house, with Aq.!;ob and Arieh; and with him 
were fifty men of the Gileadites: and he slew him, and reigned in his stead. Now 
the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all that he did, behold, they are written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

27 In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Pekah the son of Remaliah 
began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed not from the sins of Jero
boam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin. In the days of Pekah 
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king of Israel came Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and took ljon, and Abel-beth
maacah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the 
land of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to Assyria. And 

1 1
. 

Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of ::::h· 
Remaliah, and smote him, and slew him, and reigned in his stead, in 
the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah. Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, 31 
and all that he did, behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel. 

In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah king of Israel beii;an Jotham the 
;;on of Uzziah kin11: of Judah to reign. Five and twenty years old was he when he 
began to reign; and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name 
was Jerusha the daughter of Zadok. And he did that which was right in the eyes of 34 
the LORD: he did according to all that his father Uzziah had done. 
Howbeit the high places were not taken away: the peoi:;le still sac- ~~f:~ 
riliced and burned incense in the high places. He built the upper gate 
of the house of the LORD. Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he 36 
did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? In 
those days the LORD began to send against Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah 
the son of Remaliah. And Jotham slept with his fathers, and was buried with his 
fathers in the city of David his father: and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 

In the sc,·cnteenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah Ahaz the son of Jotham 16 
king of Judah began to reign. Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign; 
and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem: and he did not that which . 
was right in the eyes of the LORD his God, like David his father. But he {~~;h · 
walked in the way of the kings of Israel, yea, and made his son to pass 
through the fire, according to the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast 
out from before the children of Israel. And he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high 4 
places, and on the hills, and under e\·ery green tree. Then Rezin king of Syria and 
Pekah son of Rcmaliah king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to war: and they 
besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him. At that time Rezin king of Syria recov
ered Elath to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians came to Elath, 
and dwelt there, unto this day. So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of As- 7 
syria, sayinl(, I am thy servant and thy son: come up, and save me out of the hand of 
the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of Israel, which rise up against me. 
And Ahaz took the sih·er and gold that was found in the house of the LORD, and in 
the treasures of the king's house, and sent it for a present to the king of Assyria. 
And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: and the king of Assyria went up against 
Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin. 
And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiirlath-pileser king of Assyria, and saw the 10 

altar that was at Damascus: and king Ahaz 'ent to Urijah the priest the fashion of 
the altar, Rnd the pattern of it, according to all the workmanship thereof. And 
Urijah the priest uuilt an altar: according to all that king Ahaz had sent from Damas
cus, so did Urijah the priest make it against king Ahaz came from Damascus. And 
when the king was come from Damascus, tl:ie king saw the altar: and the king drew 
near unto the altar, and offered thereon. A11d he burnt his burnt offering and his 13 
meal oITcrinl(, and poured his drink offering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace 
olkrin11:s, upon the altar. And the brasen altar, which was before the LORD, he 
brou11:ht from the forefront of the house, from between his altar and the house of the 
Lo1rn, and put it on the north side of his altar. And king Ahaz commanded Urijah 15 
the priest, saying, Upon the great altar bum the morning burnt offering, and the 
evening meal offering, and the king's burnt offering, and his meal offering, with the 
burnt offering of all the people of the land, and their meal offering, and their drink 
ollerings; and sprinkle upon it all the blood of the burnt offering, and all the blood 

357 



II Kings ->e Old Testament History 

r6 of the sacrifice: but the brasen altar shall be for me to inquire by. Thus did Urijah 
the priest, according to all that king Ahaz commanded. And king Ahaz cut off the 
border; of the bases, and removed the !aver from off them; and took down the sea 
from off the brasen oxen that were under it, and put it upon a pavement of stone. 

18 And the covered way for the sabbath that they had built in the house, and the king's 
entry without, turned he unto the house of the LORD, because of the king of Assyria. 
Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David: and Hezekiah his son reigned in his stead. 

17 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea the son of Elah to reign 
in Samaria over Israel, and reigned nine years. And he did that which was evil in 

Israel: 
Hoshea 

the sight of the LORD, yet not as the kings of Israel that were before 
him. Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and Hoshea 
became his servant, and brought him presents. And the king of Assyria 

found conspiracy in Hoshea; for he had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, anu 
offered no present to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore the 

s king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison. Then the king of Assyria 
came up throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three 
years. Jn the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried 
Israel away unto Assyria, and placed them in Halah, and in Habor, on the river of 
Gozan, and in the cities of the l\Iedes. 

7 And it was so, because the children of Israel had sinned against the LORD their 
God, which brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh 
F 

11 
f 

1 1 
king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, and walked in th('. statutes of 

a 0 srae the nations, whom the LORD cast out from before the children of Israel, 
and of the kings of Israel, which they made. And the children of Israel did secretly 
things that were not right against the LORD their God, and they built them high places 

ro in all their cities, from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city. And they set 
them up pillars and Asherim upon every high hill, and under every green tree: and 
there they burnt incense in all the high places, as did the nations whom the LORD 
carried away before them; and wrought wicked things to provoke the LORD to anger: 
and they served idols, whereof the LORD had said unto them, Ye shall not do this 

13 thing. Yet the LORD testified unto Israel, and unto Judah, by the hand of every 
prophet, and of every seer, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my c_om
mandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your 
fathers, and which I sent to you b~r the hand of my servants the prophets. Notwith
standing they would not hear, but hardened their neck, like to the neck of their 

rs fathers, who believed not in the LORD their God. And they rejected his statutes, and 
his covenant that he made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified 
unto them: and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the nations 
that were round about them, concerning whom the LORD had charged them that they 
should not do like them. And thev forsook all the commandments of the LORD their 
God, and made them molten ima'ges, even two calves, and made an Asherah, and 

17 worshipped all the hosl of heaven, and served Baal. And they caused their son;; and 
!heir daughters to pass through the fire, and used divination and enchantments, and 
sold themselves to do that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, to proYokc him 
to anger. Therefore the Lo1m was very angry with Israel, and removed them out 
of his sight: there was none left but the tribe of Judah only. Also Judah kept not 
the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel 

20 which they made. And the LORD rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, 
and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out of his sight. 
For he rent Israel from the house of David; and they made Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat king: and Jeroboam drave Israel from following the LORD, and made them 
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sin a great sin. :\nd the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which 
he diJ; Lhey departed not from them; until the LORD removed Israel out of his 23 
sight, as he spake by the hand of all his servants the prophets. So Israel was carried 
away out of their own land to Assyria, unto this day. 

And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from 
A Ha, and from Ilamath and Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria 
in;tcad of the children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities 
there.,;. .\ml so it was, at the bq,rinning of their dwelling there, that they feared not 25 
the Ltwn: therefore the LORD sent lions among them, which killed some of them. 
\\"hcrcfore they spake to the king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast 
carried away, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the God 
oi the land: therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay them, 
because they know not Lhe manner of the God of the land. Then the king of Assyria 21 
ccimmandcd, s~1ying, Carry thilher one of the priests whom ye brought from thence; 
and let them go and dwell Lhcre, and let him teach them the manner of lhc Gori 
of the land. So one·of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came· 
and 1iwclt in Beth·cl, and taught chem how Lhev should fear Lhc LORD. Howbeit 
,.,cry nation made gods of their own, and put th~m in the houses of the high places 
which Lhe Samaritan., had made, every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. 
.\nd the men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, and the men of Culh made Nergal, 30 
~nd the men of lfamath made Ashima, and the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, 
and the Se1iharvitc,; burnt their children in the fire to :\drammclech and Anammelech, 
the µ;rnb of Sepban-aim. So they feared the LORI), and made unto them from among 
themselves priests uf the high places, which sacrificed for them in the houses of the 
high places. They feared the LoRD, and served their own gods, after the manner of 33 
the nations from among whom they had been carried away. llnto this day they do 
aitcr the former manners: they fear not the LORD, neither do they aflcr their statutes, 
or after their ordinances, or after the law or after the commandment which the LoRD 
commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel; with whom the LoRD 
had made a covenant, and charged them, saying, Ye shall not fear other gods, nor 
bow yourselvc> lo them, nor serve them, nor sacrifice to them: but the LoRD, who 36 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a stretched out 
arm, him shall ye fear, and unto him shall ye bow yourselves, and to him shall ye 
sacrifice: and the .statutes and the ordinances, and the law and the commandment, 
which he wrote for you, ye shall observe to do for evermore; and ye shall not fear 
otl1er gods· and the covenant that I have made with you ye shall not forget; neither 38 
shall ye fear other gods: hut the LORD your God shall ye fear; and he shall deliver 
you out of the hanrl of all your enemies. Howbeit they did not hearken, but they 
did after their former manner. So these nations feared the LORD, and served their 
graven images; their children likewise, and their children's children, as did their 
fathers, so do they unto this day. 

BOOK X. - THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH TO ITS CAPTIVITY 

Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that 18 
He7.ekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. Twenty and five years old 
:-·as he .when he be~an to reign; and he rei~ned twenty and nine yi;ars Hezekiah 
m Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Ab1 the daughter of Zechariah. 
A.nd he dirl that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that David 
his father had done. He removed the high places, and brake the pillars, and cut down 4 
the Asherah: and he brake in pieces the hrasen serpent that Moses had made; for 
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unto those days the children of Israel did bum incense to it; and it was called Nehush
tan. He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel; so that after him was none like him 

6 among all the kings of Judah, nor among them that were before him. For he clave 
to the LORD, he departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which 
the LORD commanded Moses. And the LORD was with him; whithersoever he went 
forth he prospered: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not. 
He smote the Philistines unto Gaza and the borders thereof, from the tower of the 
watchmen to the fenced city. 

9 And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh 
year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up 
against Samaria, and besieged it. And at the end of three years they took it: even 
in the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, 

11 Samaria was taken. And the king of Assyria carried Israel away unto Assyria, and 
put them in Halah, and in Habor, on the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes: because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD their God, but transgressed 
his covenant, even all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded, and would 
not hear it, nor do it. 

13 Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria 
come up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them. And Hezekiah king 
of Judah sent to the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have offended; return 
from me: that which thou puttest on me will I bear. f\.nd the kinp; of Assyria ap
pointed unto Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty 

rs talents of gold. And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house 
of the LORD, and in the treasures of the king's house. At that time did Hezekiah 
cut off the gold from the doors of the temple of the LORD, and from the pillars which 
Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria. Anrl the 
king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rab-saris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to king 
Hezekiah with a great army unto Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jeru
salem. And when they were come up, they came and stood by the conduit of the 

r8 upper pool, which is in the high way of the fuller's field. And when they had called 
to the king, there came out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the 
household, and Shebnah the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder. And 
Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the 
king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest? Thou sayest, but 
they are but vain words, There is counsel and strength for the war. Now on whom 

21 dost thou trust, that thou hast rebelled against me? Now, behold, thou trustest upon 
the staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into 
his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him. But 
if ye say unto me, We trust in the LORD our God: is not that he, whose high places 
and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said lo Judah and to Jeru-

23 salem, Ye shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem? Now therefore, I pray thee, gh·e 
pledges to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, 
if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them. How then canst thou turn away 
the face of one captain of the least of my master's servants, and pul thy trust on 
Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? Am I now come up without the Lorm against 
this place to destroy it? The LORD said unto me, Go up against this land, and de-
~ a . 

26 Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebnah, and Joah unto Rabshakch, 
Speak, I pray thee, to thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: 
and speak not with us in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are on the 
wall. But Rabshakeh said unto them, Hath my master sent me to thy master, and 
to thee, to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men which sit on the wall, 

28 to eat their own dung, and to drink their own water with you? Then Rabshakeh 
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'tood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and spake, saying, Hear ye 
the word of the great king, the king of Assyria. Thus saith the king, Let not Heze- 29 
kiah deceive you; for he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand: neither 
let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, The LORD will surely deliver us, 
and this city shall not be ¢ven into the hand of the king of Assyria. Hearken not to 
Hezekiah: for tl1us saith the king of Assyria, Make your peace with me, and come 
out to me; and cat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink 
ve every one the waters of his own cistern; until I come an~ take you away to a land 
like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land 32 
of oil olive and of honey, thal ye may live, and not die: and hearken not unto Heze
kiah, when he persuadeth you, saying, The LORD will deliver us. Hath any of the 
gods of the nations e\·er delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 
\\'here are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, 
of Hena, and hvah? have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? Who are they 35 
amoni:: all the gods of the countries, that have delivered their country out of my hand, 
that the LoRD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? But the people held their 
peace, ancl answered him not a word: for the king's commandment was, saying, 
Answer him not. Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the house
hold, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah 
with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh . 

. -\nd it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and 19 
cowred himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. And he sent 
Eliakim, which was over the household, and Shehna the scribe, and the elders of the 
priests, covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. And they 
said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, 
and of contumely: for the children arc come to the birth, and there is not strength 
to bring forth. IL may be the LORD thy God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, 4 
whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will 
rebuke the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer 
for the remnant that is left. So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And 
Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be 
not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of 
Assyria have blasphemed me. Behold, I will put a spirit in him, and he shall hear 7 
a rumour, an~ shall return to his own land; and I will cause him lo fall hy the sword 
in his own land. 

So Rabshakch returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: 
for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. And when he heard say of 
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight against thee: he sent 
messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of 10 

Judah, saying, Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee, se.ying, Jeru
salem shall not he gi\'en into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast 
heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying them utterly: 
and shalt thou be delivered? Have the gods of the nations delivered them, which 
my fathers ha,·c destroyed, Gozan, and Haran, and Re1.eph, ancl the children of 
Eden which were in Telassar? Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpacl, 13 
and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah? And Hezekiah receiwd 
the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto 
the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. And Hezekiah prayed before 
the LoRD, and said, 0 LORD, the God of Israel, that sittest upon the cherubim, thou 
art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made 
heaven and earth. Incline thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open thine eyes, 0 LORD, 16 
and ~e~: and hear the words of Sennacherib, wherewith he hath sent him to reproach 
the liVIng God. Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations 
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18 and their lands, and have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but 
the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. 
Now therefore, 0 LonD our God, save thou us, I beseech thee, out of his hand 
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD God, even tho~ 
only. 

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, 
the God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of 
Assyria, I have heard th~e. This is the word that the LORD hath spoken concern
ing him: The virgin daughter of Zion hath despised thee and laughed thee to scorn; 
the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom hast thou reproached 
and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice and lifted up thine 

23 eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel. By thy messengers thO".J hast 
reproached the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude of my chariots am I come 
up to the height of lhe mountains, to the innermost parts of Lebanon; and I will cut 
down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter inlo 
his farthest lodging place, the forest of his fruitful field. I have digged and drunk 
strange waters, and with the sole of my feet will I dry up all the rivers of Egypt. 

25 Hast thou not heard how I have done it long ago, and formed it of ancient times? 
now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into 
ruinous heaps. Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed 
and confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the 
grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up. But I know thy 
sitting down, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy raging against me. 

28 Because of thy raging against me, and for that thine arrogancy is come up into min" 
ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will 
tum thee back by the way by which thou earnest. And this shall be the sign unto 
thee: ye shall eat this year that which groweth of itself, and in the second year that 
which springcth of the same; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vine-

30 yards, and eat the fruit thereof. And the remnant that is escaped of the house of 
Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward. for out of Jeru
salem shall go forth a remnant, and out of mount Zion they that sh'lll escape: the 
zeal of the LORD shall perform this. Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning 
the king of Assyria, He shall not come unto this city, nor shoot an arrow there, neither 

33 shall he come before it with shield, nor cast a mount against it. By the way that 
he came, by the same shall he return, and he shall not come unto this city, saith the 
LORD. for I will defend this city to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant 
David's sake. 

And it came lo pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote 
in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when men 

36 arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. So Sennacherib king 
of Assyria departed, Qnd went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. Ancl it came 
to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Arlram'llelech 
and Sharezer smote him wilh the sword: and they escaped into the land of Ararat. 
And Esar-hadclon his son reigned in his stead. 

· J In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of 
Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LoRD, Set thine house in order; 
for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto 
the LORD, saying, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before 
thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. 
And Hezekiah wept sore. And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the 

5 middle part of the city, that the word of the LoRD came to him, saying, Turn again, 
and say to Hezekiah the prince of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David 
thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: 
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on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD. And I will'add unto 6 
thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king 
of :\ssnia; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's 
sake. ·And Isaiah said, Take a cake of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, 
and he rcco1·ered. And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the 
LoRn will heal me, and that I shall go up unto the house of the LORD the third day' 
.\nd Isaiah said, This shall be the sil(Il unto thee from the LORD, that the LORD will 9 
do the thing that he hath spoken: shall the shadow go fonvard ten steps, or go back 
ten steps? :\nd Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the shadow to decline 
ten steps: nay, but let the shaclow return backward ten steps. And Isaiah the 
prophet cried unto the LORD: and he brought the shadow ten steps backward, by 
which it had gone down on the dial of Ahaz. 

At that time Berodach-baladan the son o[ Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters 12 

and a present unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had been siLk. And 
Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the house of his precious things, 
the sih·er, an<l the gold, and the spices, and the precious oil, and the house of his 
armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor 
in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewe<l them not. Then came Isaiah the prophet 14 
unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? ancl from whence came 
they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country, even from 
Babylon. And he said, What have they seen in thine house? Ancl Hezekiah an
swered, .\II that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures 
that I have not shewed them. And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the 
LoRD. Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy 17 
fathers ha1·e laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall 
be left, saith the LoRD. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt 
beget", shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon. Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou 
hast spoken. He said moreover, Is it not so, if peace and truth shall be in my days? 

~ow the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, an<l all his might, and how he made the 20 

pool, and the conduit. and brought water into the city, arc they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Hezekiah slept with his fathers: and 
Manasseh his son reigned in his stead. 

~fanasseh was tweh·e years old when he began to reign; and he reil(Ilcd five and 21 
fifty years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Hephzi-bah. And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the LoRD, after _the ahominations of the Manasseh 
heathen, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel. For he 
built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he reared up 
altars for Baal, and made an Asherah, as did Ahab king of Israel, ancl worshipped all 
the host of heaven, and sen·ed them. And he built altars in the house of the LORD, 4 
whereof the LORD said, In Jerusalem will I put my name. And he built altars for all the 
host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD. And he made his son to 
pass through the fire, and practised augury, and used enchantments, and dealt with 
them that had familiar spirits, and with wizar<ls: he wrought much evil in the sight 
of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. And he set the graven image of Asherah, that 7 
he harl made, in the house of which the LORD said to David and to Solomon his son, 
In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the trihcs of Israel, will 
I put my name for ever: neither will I cause the feet of Israel to wander any more 
out of the land which I gave their fathers; if only they will obsen·e to do according 
to all that I have commanded them, and accorcling to all the law that my servant 
Moses commanded them. But they hearkened not: and Manasseh seduced them 9 
to do that which is evil more than did the nations, whom the Lo1m destroyed before 
the children of Israel. And the LORD spake by his servants the prophets, saying, 
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Because Manasseh king of Judah hath clone these abominations, and hath done 
wickedly above all that the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath made 

12 Judah also to sin with his idols: therefore thus saith the LORD, the Goel of Israel, 
Behold, I bring such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever hearrth of it, 
both his ears shall tingle. And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, 
and the plummet of the house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth 
a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down. And I will cast off the remnant of 
mine inheritance, and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and they shall 

15 become a prey and a spoil lo all their enemies; because they have done that which 
is evil in my sight, and have provoked me to anger, since the day their fathers came 
forth out of Egypt, even unto this day. Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood 
very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one encl to another; beside his sin where
with he made Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil in the sight of the LORD. 

'7 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and all that he did, and his sin that he sinned, 
arc they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And Manas
seh slept with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own house, in the garden 
of U zza: and Amon his son reigned in his stead. 

19 Amon was twenty and two years old when he began to reign; and he reigned tw\) 
years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of 

Amon 
Jotbah. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as did 
Manasseh his father. And he walked in all the way that his father 

walked in, and served the idols that his father served, and worshipped them: and he 
forsook the LORD, the God of his fathers, and walked not in the way of the LORD. 

23 And the servants of Amon conspired against him, and put the king to death in his 
own house. But the people of the land slew all them that had conspired against 
king Amon: and the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his stead. Now 
the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of J uclah? And he was buried in his sepulchre in the garden 
of Uzza: and Josiah his son reigned in his stead. 

22 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; and he reigned thirty and one 
J . h years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Jedidah the daughter 

osia of Adaiah of Bozkath. And he did that which was right in the eyes of 
the LORD, and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the 
right hand or lo the left. 

3 And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan 
the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of the LORD, saying, 
Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may swn the money which is brought into 
the house of the LORD, which the k~epcrs of the door have gathered of the people: 
and let them deliver it into the hand of the workmen that have the oversight of the 
house of the LORD: and let them give it to the workmen which are in the house of 

6 the LORD, to repair the breaches of the house; unto the carpenters, and to the builders, 
and to the masons; and for buying timber and hewn stone to repair the house. How
beit there was no reckoning made with them of the money that was delivered into 
their hand; for they dealt faithfully. And I-Iilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan 
the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD. And 1-lilkiah 

9 delivered the book to Shaphan, and he read 1t. And Shaphan the scribe came to 
the king, and brought the king word again, nnd said, Thy servants have emptied out 
the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of the 
workmen thnt have the.oversight of the house of the LORD. And Shaphan the scribe 
told the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan 
read it before the king. And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words d 

12 the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah the 
pri!~st, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphaa 
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the scribe, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, Go ye, inquire of the LORD for me, 13 
and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found: 
for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us, because our fathers have 
not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is 
written concerning us. So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, 14 
an<l Asaiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, 
the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the second 
quarter;) and thl'y communed with her. And she said unto them, Thus saith the 
LORD, the God of Israel: Tell ye the man that sent you unto me, Thus saith the 
LoRD, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even 
all the words of the book which the king of Judah hath read: because they have for- 17 
saken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to 
anger with all the work of their hands; therefore ,ny wrath shall be kindled against 
this place, and it shall not be quenched. But unto the king of Judah, who sent you 
to inguire of the LORD, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the LORD, the God of 
Israel: As touching the words which thou hast heard, because thine heart was tender, 19 
and thou didst humble thyself before the LORD, when thou heardest what I spake 
against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a 
<lesolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have 
heard thee, saith the LORD. Therefore, behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes sec all the evil 
which I will bring upon this place. And they brought the king word again. 

An<l the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of Judah and of 23 
Jerusalem. And the king went up to the house of the LORD, an<l all the men of Judah 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and 
all the people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all the words o[ the 
hook of the covenant which was found in the house of the LoRn. And the king stood 3 
by the pillar, and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, nnd lo 
keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and 
all his soul, to confim1 the words of this cpwnant that were written in th:s book: 
and all the people stood to the covenant. And the king commanded Hilkiah the high 
priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keep~rs of the dcnr, to bring forth 
out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the 
Aslwrah, and for all the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in the 
fields o[ Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el. Ar>d he put down tl:c s 
idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained lo burn incense in lhe !ugh 
places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also 
that burned incense unto Baal, lo the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and 
to all the host of heaven. And he brought out the Asherah from the house of the 
LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, 
and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the 
common people. And he brake clown the houses of the sodomites, that were in the 7 
house of the LORD, where the women wove hangings for the Asherah. k•d he 
hrought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where 
the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-she ha; and he brake down the 
high places of tlw gates that were at the entering in of the gale of Joshua the governor 
of the city, which were on a man's left hand at the gate of the city. Nevertheless the 9 
priests of the high places came not up to the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, but they 
did eat unleavened bread among their brethren. And he defiled Topheth, which is 
in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter 
to pass through the lire of Molech. And he took away the horses that the kings of 
Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in of the house of the Lonn, by the cham
ber of Nathan-mclech the chamberlain, which wag in the precincts; and he burned 
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12 the chariots of the sun with fire. And the altars that were on the roof of the upper 
chamber of Ahaz, which the kinµ;s of Juclah had made, and the altars which Manasseh 
had made in the two courts of the house of the LORD, did the king break clown, ancl 
beat them clown from thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron. And 
the high places that were before Jerusalem, ·which were on the right hand of the mount 
of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builcled for Ashtoreth the abomi
nation of the Ziclonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, ancl for Milcom 

14 the abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile. And he brake in 
pieces the pillars, and cut down the Asherim, and filled their places wilh the hones 
of men. Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high place which Jeroboam 
the son of Ne bat, who made Israel to sin, had made, even that altar and the high place 
he brake down; ancl he burned the high place and stamped it small to powder, and 

16 burned the Asherah. And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that 
were there in the mount; and he sent, antl took the bones out of the sepulchres, and 
burned them upon the altar, and defiled it, according to the word of the LORD which 
the man of God proclaimed. who proclaimed these things. Then he said, What 
monument is that which I sec? And the men of the city told him, It is the sepulchre 
of the man of God, which came from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou 

18 hast done aµ;ainsl the altar of Beth-el. And he said, Let him be; let no man move 
his bones. So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came out 
of Samaria. And all the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of 
Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the LORD to anger, Josiah 
took away, and did to them according to all the acts that he had done in Beth-cl. 
And he slew all the priests of the hip;h places that were there, upon the altars, and 
burned men's bones upon them; and he returned to Jerusalem. 

21 And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep the passover un(o the 
LORD your God, as it is written in this book of the covenant. Surely there was not 
kept such a passover from the days of the judp;es that judp;ed Israel, nor in all Lhe 
days of the kinp;s of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah; but in the eighteenth year of 
king Josiah was this passover kept to the LORD in Jerusalem. Moreover them that 
had familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the teraphim, and the idols, and all the 
abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put 
away, that he mip;ht confirm the words of the law which were written in the book that 

25 Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the LORD. And like unto him was there no 
kinµ; before him, that turned to the LORD with all his heart, and with all his soul, and 
with all his mip;ht, accordlng to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there 
any like him. Notwithstandinp; the LoRD turned not from the fierceness of his great 
wrath, wherewith his anµ;er was kindled aµ;ainst Judah, because of all the provo
calions that Manasseh had provoked him withal. And the LORD said, I will remove 
Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and I will cast off this city which 
I have chosen, eYen Jerusalem, and the house of which I said, l\Jy name shall be there. 

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the 
hook of the chronicles of the kinµ;s of Judah? In his days Pharaoh-necoh kinp; of 
Ep;ypt went up against the kinµ; of Assyria to the river Euphrates: and king Josiah 
went ap;ainst him; and he slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him. And his 
servants carried him in a chariot dead from l\Ieµ;iddo, and brought him to Jerusalem, 
and buried him in his own sepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the 
son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him kinp; in his father's slead. 

31 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 
three months in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Hamutal the daughter of 
J h h Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 

e oa az LORD, accordinµ; to all that his fathers had done. And Pharaoh-necoh 
put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath. that he might not reign in Jeru-
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salem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of 
gold. And Pharaoh-necoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah 
his father, and changed his name to Jehoiakim: but he took Jehoahaz away; and he 
came to E).(ypt, and died there. And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to JS 
Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give the money accordin11: to the commandment 
of Pharaoh: he exacted the silver and the gold of the people of the land, of every one 
acrnrding to his taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-necoh. 

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and he 
reigned elnen years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Zebidah the daughter 
of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did that which was evil in the sight of J h . k. 
the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done. In his days e ma im 24 
:\'ebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three 
years: then he turne<l and rebelled against him. And the LORD sent against him 
bands of the Chaldeans, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and 
bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it. accord
ing to the word of the LoRD, which he spake by the hand of his servants the proph
ets. Surelv at the commandment of the LORD came this upon Judah, to remove 
them out oi his 'ight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did; and 4 
abo for the innocent blood that he shed; for he filled Jerusalem with innocent 
bl,1o<l: and the LORD would not pardon. Now the rest of the acts of Jchoiakim, 
an<l all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the. kings of 
Judah) So Jchoiakim slept with his fathers: an<l Jehoiachin his son reigned in his 
,;tead. :\ml the king of Egypt came not again any more out of his land: for the king 
of Babylon had taken, from the brook of Egypt unto the river Euphrates, all that 
pertained to the king of Egypt. 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign; and he reigned in a 
Jerusalem three months: and his mother's name was Nehushta the daughter of 
Elnathan of Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the sight of J h . h. 
the LORI>, according lo all that his father had done. At that time the e oiac in 
Sl'rrnnts of i\cburharlnezzar king of Babylon came up to Jerusalem, and the city was 
be,icged. ..\nd ~chuchadnezzar king of Babylon came unto the city, while his II 
spn·ants :vere besieging it; and Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king 
of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his serrnnts, and his princes, and his 0JT1ccrs: 
and the king of Babylon look him in the eighth year of his reign. And he carried 
(>Ut thence all the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasure;; of the kin11:'s 
house, and cul in µieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made 
in the temple of the LORD, as the LORD had said. And he carried aw?y all Jerusalem, 14 
and all the prince,;, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, 
and all the crafbmcn and the smiths; none remained, save the poorest sort of the 
r"opk- of the land. And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon; and the king's 
mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, and the chief men of the land, carried 
he into raptivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. And all the men of might, even seven 16 
thousand, and the craftsmen and the smiths a thousand, all of them strong and apt 
for war, uen them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. Anrl the king 
of Babylon m<trle ~lattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, and changed his 
name to Zedekiah. 

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 18 
deven years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Hamutal the daughter of 
Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil in the sight of Z . 
the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. For through the edekiah 

anger of the LORD did it come to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them 
out from his presence: and Zedekiah rebelled a11:ainst the king of Babylon. And it 25 
came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth clay of 
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the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his o.rmy, a~inst 
2 Jerusalem, and encamped against it; nnd they built forts against it round about. So 

the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. On the ninth day 
of the fourth month the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for 
the people of the land. Then a breach was made in the city, and all the men of 
war fled by night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was by the 
king's garden: (now the Chaldeans were against the city round about:) and the 

5 king went by the way of the Ara.bah. But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after 
the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army was scattered 
from him. Then they took the king, and carried him up unto the king of Babylon 
lo Riblah; and they gave judgement upon him. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him in fetters, and 
carried him to Babylon. 

B Now in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which was the nineteenth 
year of king Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan the captain of 

the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem: and he 
ra!l ~f burnt the house of the LORD, and the king's house; and all the houses of 
u a Jerusalem, even every great house, burnt he with lire. And all the army 

of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of 
11 Jerusalem round about. And the residue of the people that were left in the city, and 

those that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and the residue of the multitude, 
did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carry away captive. Dul the captain of the 
guard left of the poorest of the land to be vinedrcssers and husbandmen. And the 
pillars of brass that were in the house of the LORD, and the bases and the bra.sen sea 
that were in the house of the LORD, did the Chaldcans break in pieces, and carry the 

14 brass of them to Babylon. And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the 
spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they away. And 
the lire pans, and the basons; that which was of gold, in gold, and that which was of 
silver, in silver, the captain of the p:uard took away. The two pillars, the one sea, and 
the bases, which Solomon had made for the house of the LORD; the brass of all thes(' 

17 vessels was without weight. The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and 
a chapiler of brass was upon it: and the height of the chapiler was three cubit:;; 
with network and pomegranates upon the chapiter round about, all of brass: and 
like unto these had the second pillar with network. And the captain of the guard 
took Seraiah the chief priest, and 7~phaniah the second priest, and the three keepcn; 

19 of the door: and out of the city he took an oflicer that was set over the men of war; 
and five men of them that saw the king's face, which were found in the city; and the 
scribe, the captain of the host, which mustered the people of the land; and threescore 
men of the people of the land, that were found in the city. And Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard took them, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah. 

21 And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them to death at Riblah in tlic land of 
Hamath. So Judah was carried away captive out of his land. And as for the 
people that were left in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
had left, even over them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 
gol'ernor. 

23 Now when all the captains of the forces, they and their men, heard that the king 
of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, en·n 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and Scraiah the son 
of Tanhumeth the Netopha.thite, and Jaazaniah the son of the Maacathite, they and 
their men. And Gedaliah sware to them and lo their men, and said unto them, Fear 
not because of the servants of the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and serve the king 

25 of Babylon, and it shall be well with you. But it came to pass in the seventh month, 
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and 
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ten men with him, and smote Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews and the Chaldeans 
that were with him at l\lizpah. And all the people, both small and great, and the 
captains of the forces, arose, and came to Egypt: for they were afraid of the Chaldeans. 

And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin 27 
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, 
that E1·il-merndach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, did lift up 
tl1e head of Jehniachin king of Judah out of prison; and he spake kindly tc him, and 
,,., hi,; thron,· alio1·c the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon. And he 
changed hi,; prison garments, and did eat bread before him continually all the days 
or hi,; life. A.nd ror his allowance, there was a continual allowance given him of the 30 
king, every day a portion, all the days of his life. 

SUPPLE.lfENT.-STORIES OF THE EXILE 

The Story of Tobit 
Tl1r Rook oi t11r Tr m·ds of Tobit, the son of Tobiel, the son of A naniel, the son of l 

Aducl. tlir so11 oj Gabad, of the seed of Asiel, of the tribe of Naphtali: who in the 
day.1· oj l'11cmnsar ki111: oj the .tssyrians was carried away captive out of Thisbe, 
whic/1 is ou t11c rigl1/ liaud of Kedcsh Naphtali, ill Galilee, ab11Ve Asher. 

I, Tobit, walked in the ways of truth and righteousness all the days of my life, and 3 
I did many almsdecrlo lo my brethren and my nation, who went with me into the land 
of the .-\ssvrians, to '.'<inev .. h. And when I was in mine own country, in the land of 
Israel, while I was yet ymmg, - all the tribe of Naphtali my father fell away from the 
h0u"' of Jcru:;alem (which was chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, that all the tribes 
slH1tild sacrifice there, anrl the temple of the habitation of the Most High was hallowed 
anrl built therein for all ages), and all the tribe's which fell away together sacrificed to s 
the heifer Ilaal, and so did the house of Naphtali my father, - and I alone went often 
to Jerusalem at the ieast<, as it hath been ordained unto all Israel by an everlasting 
decree, h:n·ing the tir,;tfruits and the tenths of mine increase, and that which was first 
shorn; and J ga v0 them at the altar to the priests the sons of Aaron. The tenth part 
of all mine int-reuse I gav(' to the sons of Levi, who ministered at Jerusalem: and the 
sl'conrl tenth part I sold away, and went, and spent il each year at Jerusalem: and 8 
thl' third J ga1·e unto them to who'TI it was meet, as Deborah my father's mother had 
commanded me, hecau;;c l was left an orphan by my father. And when I became a 
man, I tnnk lo wife Anna of the seed of our own family, and of her I begat Tobias. 
And when Twas carried away captive to Nineveh, all my brethren and those that were 
of my kindred dirl rat of the bread of the Gentiles: but I kept myself from eating, 
because J rememhPred God with all my soul. 

And the :\!o,t High gave me grace and favour in the sight of Enemessar, and I was 13 
his purveyor. And J went into Media, and left in trust with Gabacl, the urother of 
Gahrias, at Rages of i\frrlia, ten talents of silver. And when Enemessar was dead, 
Sl'nnarherib his son rciJ.,'Tled in his stead; and in his time the highways were troubled, 
anrl J could no more go into Media. And in the days of Encmessar I did many alms
dc1·ds to my brethren: I gave my bread to the hungry, and my garments to the 10 

nakt-<l: ancl if I saw any of my race dead, and cast forth on the wall of Nineveh, I 
buried him. And if Scnnachcri!J the king slew any, when he came fleeing from 
Jud~a, I buried them privily; for in his wrath he slew many; and the bodies were 
sought for by the king, anrl were not found. Dul one of the Ninevites went and 
shewed lo the king concerning me, how that I buried them, and hid myself; and when 
I knew that I was sought for to be put to death, I withdrew myself for fear. And all :w 
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my goods were forcibly taken away, and there was nothing left unto me, sa\·e my wife 
21 Anna and my son Tobias. And lhere passed not five and fifty days, before two of 

his sons slew him, and they fled into the mountains of Ararat. And Sarchedonus 
his son reigned in his stead; and he appointed over all the accounts of his kingdom 
and over all his affairs, Achiacharus my brother Anacl's son. And Achiacharus mad~ 
request for me, and I came to Nineveh. Now Achiacharus was cupbearn, and keeper 
of the signet, and steward, and overseer of the accounts: and Sarchedonus appointed 

'him next unto himself: but he was my brolher's son. 
2 Now when I was come home again, and my wife Anna was restored unto me, 

and my son Tobias, in the feast of Pcntccosl, which is the holy feasl cif Lhe seven weeks 
there was a good dinner prepared me, and I sat down to eat. And I saw abunclanc~ 
of meat, and I said to my son, Go and bring what poor man soever thou shalt find 
of our brethren, who is mincliul of Lhe Lord; and, lo, I tarry for thee. And he 
came, and said, Father, one of our race is slranglcd, and is cast out in Lhe markct-

4 place. And before I had tasted aught, I sprang up, and took him up into a chamber 
until the sun was set. And I returned, and washed myself, and ate my bread in 
heaviness, and remembered the prophecy of Amos, as he said, 

Your feasts shall be turned into mourning, 
And all your mirth into lamentation. 

And I wept; and when the sun was set, I went and made a grave, and buried him. 
a And my neighbours mocked me, and said, I-le is no longer afraid to be put to death 

for this matter: and yet he fled away: and, lo, he burieth the dead again. And the 
same night I returned from burying him, and slept by the wall of my courtyard, being 
polluted; and my face was uncovered: and I knew not that there were sparrows in 
the wall; and, mine eyes being open, the sparrows muted warm dung in Lo mine 
eyes, and white films came in mine eyes; and I went to the physicians, and they 
helped me not: but Achiacharus did nourish me, until he went into Elymais. 

n And my wife Anna did spin in the women's chambers, and did scncl the work 
back to the owners. And they on their part paid her wages, and gave her also 
besides a kid. But when it came to my house, it began lo cry, and I saicl unto her, 
From whence is this kid? is it stolen? render it to the owners; for it is not lawful to 
eat anything that is stolen. But she said, It hath been given me for a gift more than 
the wages. And I did not believe he<, and I bade her render it to the o\Vncrs; and 
I was abashed at her. But she answered and said unto me, Where arc thine alms 

3 and thy righteous deeds? behold, thou and all thy works are known. And I was 
grieved and wept, and prayed in sorrow, saying: 

"0 Lord, thou art righteous, and all thy works and all thy ways are mercy and 
truth, and thou judges! true and righteous judgement for ever. Remember me, and 
look on me; take not vengeance on me for my sins and mine ignorances, and the sins 
of my fathers, which sinned before thee: for they disobeyed thy commandments; 
and thou gavest us for a spoil, and for captivity, and for death, and for a proverb of 

s reproach to all the nations among whom we are dispersed. And now many are thy 
judgements, true are they; that thou shouldest deal with me according to my sins and 
the sins of my fathers: because we did not keep thy commandments, for we walker! 
not in truth before thee. And now deal with me according lo that which is pleasing 
in thy sight, command my spirit to be taken from me, that I may be released, and 
become earth: for it is profitable for me to die rather than to live, because I have 
heard false reproaches, and there is much sorrow in me: command that I be now 
released from my distress, and go to the everlasting place: turn not thy face away 
from me." 

7 The same day it happened unto Sarah the daughter of Raguel in Ecbatana of 
Media, that she also was reproached by her father's maidservants; because that she 
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had been ¢ven to seven husbands, and Asmodreus the evil spirit slew them, berore 
they had lain with her. And they said unto her, Dost thou not know that thou 
st rangiest thy husbands? thou hast had already seven husbands, and thou hast had 
no profit of any one of them. Wherefore dost thou scourge us? if they be dead, go 
thy ways with them; let us never see of thee either son or daughter. When she heard 10 

these things. she was grieved exceedingly, so that she thought lo have hanged herself: 
and she said, I am the only daughter of my father; if I do this, it shall be a reproach 
unto him, and I shall bring down his old age with sorrow to the grave. And she 
pra\·ed by the window, and said, "Blessed art thou, 0 Lord my God, and blessed 
is thy holy and honourable name for ever: let all thy works praise thee for ever. 
And now, Lord, I have set mine eyes and my face toward thee: command that I be 
released from the earth, and that I no more hear reproach. Thou knowest, Lorri, q 
that I am pure from all sin with man, and that I never polluted my name, nor the name 
of my father, in the land of my captiYity: I am the only daughter of my father, and 
he hath no child that shall be his heir, nor brother near him, nor son belonging to 
him, that I should keep myself for a wife unto him: seven husbands of mine arc dead 
already; why should I live? And if it please th thee not to slay me, command some 
regard to be had of me, and pity taken of me, and that I hear no more reproach." 

And the prayer of both was heard before the glory of the great God. Raphael 16 
also "·as sent to heal them both, to scale away the white films from .Tobit's eyes, and 
to gi,·e Sarah the daughter of Raguel for a wife to Tobias the son of Tobit; and lo 
Lind Asmod:cus the c\·il spirit; because it belonl(ed to Tobias that he should inherit 
her. The selfsame time did Tobit return and enter into his house, and Sarah the 
daughter of Raguel came down fro:n her upper chamber. 

In that day Tobit remembered concerning the money which he had left in trust with 4 
Ga bad in Ral(es of l\J edia, and he said in himself, I have asked for death; why do 
I not call my son Tobias, that I may shew to him of the money before I die? And 
he called him and said: 

"~Iy child, when I die, bury me: and despise not thy mother; honour her all 
the days of thy life', and do that which is pleasing unto her, and grieve her not. Re
member, my child, that she hath seen many dangers for thee, when thou wast in her 
womb. When she is dead, bury her by me in one l(raYe. ~ly child, be mindful of 5 
the Lord our God all thy days, and let not thy will be set to sin and to transgress his 
commandments: do righteousness all the days of thy life, and follow not the ways 
,,f unrighteousness. For if thou doest the truth, thy doings shall prosperously succeed 
to thee, and to all them that do righteousness. 

"Give alms of thy substance; and when thou givest alms, kt not thine eye be 7 
em·ious: tum not away thy face from any poor man, and the face or God shall not 
he turned away from thee. As thy substance is, give alms of it according lo thine 
abundance: ii thou ha\'e little, be not afraid to gi\'C alms according to that little: 
for thou la yest up a good treasure for thyself against the day of necessity: because 
alms delivcreth from clcath, and suffereth not to come into darkness. Alms is a good 
1->ift in the sight of the ~lost High for all that give it. 

"Beware, my child, of all whoredom, and take first a wife of the seed of thy 12 

fathers, and take not a strange wife, which is not of thy father's tribe: for we are the 
>imsof the prophets. Koah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, our fathers of old time, remem
ber, my child, that they all took wives of their brethren, and were blessed in their 
children, and their seed shall inherit the land. And now, my child, love thy brethren, 
'.l.nd scorn not in thy heart thy brethren, and the sons and the daughters or thy people, 
to take a wife of them: for in scornfulness is destruction and much trouble, and in 
naughtiness is decay and great want: for naughtiness is the mother of famine. 

"Let not the wages of any man, which shall work for thee, tarry with thee, but 14 
render it unto him out of hand: and if thou serve God, recompense shall Le made 
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unto thee, Take heed to thyself, my child, in all thy works, and be discreet in all 

15 thy behaviour. And what thou thyself hatest, do to no man. 
"Drink not wine unto drunkenness, and let not drunkenness go with thee on thy 

way. Give of thy bread to the hungr)', and of thy garments to them that are naked: 
of all thine abundance give alms; and let not thine eye be envious wh~n thou givest 
alms. Pour out thy bread on the burial of the just, and give nothing to sinners. 

"Ask counsel of every man that is wise, and despise not any counsel that is profit-
19 able. And bless the Lord thy God at all times, and ask of him that thy ways may 

be made straight, and that all thy paths and counsels may prosper: for every nation 
hath not counsel; but the Lord himself giveth all good things, and he humbleth 
whom he will, as he will. And now, my child, remember my commandments, and 
let them not be blotted out of thy mind. 

20 "And now I shew thee of the ten talents of silver, which I left in trust with Gabael 
the son of Gabrias at Rages of Media. And fear not, my child, because we are made 
poor: thou hast much wealth, ii thou fear God, and depart from all sin, and do that 
which is pleasing in his sight." 

5 And Tobias answered and said unto him, Father, I will do all things, whatsoever 
thou hast commanded me: but how shall I be able to receive the money, seeing I 
know him not? And he gave him the handwriting, and said unto him, Seek thee a 
man which shall go with thee, and I will give him wages, whiles I yet live: and go and 
receive the money. And he went to seek a man, and found Raphael which was an 
angel; and he knew it not; and he said unto him, Can I go with thee to Rages of 

6 Media? and knowest thou the places well? And the angel said unto him, I will go 
with thee, and I know the way well: and I have lodged with our brother Gabael. 
Ancl Tobias said unto him, Wait for me, and I will tell my father. And he said unto 
him, Go, and tarry not. And he went in and said to his father, Behold, I have found 
one which will go with me. But he said, Call him unto me, that I may know of what 
tribe he is, and whether he be a trusty man to go with thee. 

9 And he called him, and he came in, and they saluted one another. And Tobit 
said unto him, Brother, of what tribe and of what family art thou? Shew me. Anri 
he said unto him, Seekest thou a tribe and a family, or a hired man which shall go 
with thy son? And Tobit said unto him, I would know, brother, thy kindred and 
thy name. And he said, I am Azarias, the son of Ananias the great, of thy brethren. 

13 And he said unto him, Welcome, brother; and be not angry with me, because I sought 
to know thy tribe and family: and thou art my brother, of an honest and good lineage: 
for I knew Ananias and Jathan, the sons of Shemaiah the great, when we went to
gether to Jerusalem to worship, and offered the firslborn, and the tenths of our increase; 
and they went not astray in the error of our brethren: my brother, thou art of a great 
stock. But tell me, what wages shall I give thee? a drachma a day, and those things 

15 that be necessary for thee, as unto my son? And moreover, if ye return safe and 
sound, I will add something to thy wages. And so they consented. And he said to 
Tobias, Prepare thyself for the journey, and God prosper you. And his son prepared 
what was needful for the journey, and his father said unto him, Go thou with this 
man; but God, which dwelleth in heaven, shall prosper your journey; and may 
his angel go with you. And they both went forth to depart, and the young man's 
dog with them. 

17 But Anna his mother wept, and said to Tobit, Why hast thou sent away our 
child? is he not the staff of our hand, in going in and out before us? Be not greedy to 
add money to money: but let it be as refuse in respect of our child. For as the Lord 
hath given us to live, so doth it suffice us. And Tobit said to her, Take no care, my 
sister; he shall return safe and sound, and thine eyes shall see him. For a good angel 
shall go with him, and his journey shall be prospered, and he shall return safe and 
sound. And she made an end of weeping. 
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Now as they went on their journey, they came at eventide to the river Tigris, and 6 
they Io<lged there. But the young man went down to wash himself, and a fish leaped 
out of the river, and would have swallowed up the young man. But the angel said 
unto him, Take hold on the fish. And the young man caught hold of the fish, and 
cast it up on the land. And the angel said unto him, Cut the fish open, and ta'ce the 
heart and the liver and the gall, and put them up safely. And the young man did s 
as the angel commanded him; but they roasted the fish, and ate it. And they both 
went on their way, till they drew near to Ecbatana. And the young man said to the 
angel, Brother Azari:is, to what use is the heart and the liver and the gall of the fish) 
And he said unto him, Touching the heart and the liver, if a devil or an nil spirit 
trouble anv, we must make a smoke thereof before the man or the woman, and the 
party shalfbe no more vexed. But as for the gall, it is goo<l to anoint a man that hath 8 
white films in his eves, and he shall be healed. 

But when they -drew nigh unto Rages, the angel said to the young man, Brother, 
to-<lay we shall lodge with Raguel, and he is thy kinsman; and he hath an only 
d:rnghter, named Sarah. I will speak for her, that she should be 1-(iven thee for a wife. 
For to thee doth the inheritance of her appertain, and thou only art of her kindred: II 
and the maid is fair and wise. And now hear me, and I will speak to her father; 
and when we return from Rages we will celebrate the marriage: for I know that 
Raguel may in no wise marry her to another according to the law of l\Ioses, or else 
he shall be liable to death, because it appertaineth unto thee to take the inheritance, 
rather than any other. Then the young man sai<l unto the angel, Brother Azar;as, 'r3 
I have heard that this maid hath been given to se\•en men, and that they all perislled 
in the bride-chamber. And now 1 am the only son of my father, and I am afraid, 
le:;t I go in and die, even as those before me: for a devil loveth her, which hurteth no 
man, but those which come unto her: and now I fear lest I die, and bring my father's 
an<l my mother's life to the grave with sorrow because of me: and they have no other 
son to bury them. But the angel said unto him, Dost thou not remember the wor<l:> 15 
which thy father commanded thee, that thou shouldest take a wife of thine own 
kindred? an cl now hear me, brother; for she shall be thy wife; and make thou no 
r~ckoning of the de\'il: for this night shall she be given thee to wife. And when thou 
shalt come into the bride-chamber, thou shalt take the ashes of incense, and shalt lay 
upon them some of the heart and liver of the fish, and shalt make a smoke therewith: 
and the de\'il shall smell it, and flee away, and never come again any more. But 17 
when thou goest nigh unto her, rise up both of you, an<l cry to God which is merciful, 
and he shall save you, and have mercy on you. Fear not, for she was prepared for 
thee from the beginning; and thou she.It sa\'e her, and she shall go with thee. And 
I suppose that thou shalt have children of her. And when Tobias heard these things, 
he loved her, and his soul clave to her exceedingly. 

And they came to Ecbatana, and arrived at the house of Raguel. But Sarah met 7 
them; and she saluted them, and they her; and she brought them into the house. 
And he said to Edna his wife, How like is the young man to Tobit my cousin. And 
Ragur-1 asked them, From whence are ye, brethren? And they said unto him, We 
3.re of the sons of Naphtali, which are captives in Nineveh. And he said unto them, 
Know ye Tobit our brother? But they said, We know him. And he said unto 
them, Is he in good health? But they said, He is both alive, and in good health: s 
and Tobias said, He is my father. And Raguel sprang up, and kissed him, and 
wept, and blessed him, and said unto him,Thou art the son of an honest and good 
man. And when he had heard that Tobit had lost his sight, he was grieved, ancl 
wept; and Edna his wife and Sarah his daughter wept. And they received them 8 
gladly; and they killed a ram of the flock, and set store of meat before them. 

But Tobias said to Raphael, Brother Azarias, speak of those things of which thou 
didst talk io the way, aod let the matter be finished. And he communicated the thing 
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to Raguel: and Raguel said to Tobias, Eat and drink, and make merry: for it apper-
n taineth unto thee to take my child. Howbeit I will shew thee the truth. I have 

given my child to seven men, and whensoever they came in unto her, they died in the 
night. But for the present be merry. And Tobias said, I will taste nothing here 
until ye make covenant and enter i~to covenant with me. And Raguel said, Take he; 
to thyself from henceforth accord mg to the manner: thou art her brother, and she 

'J is thine: but the merciful God shall give all good success to you. And he called his 
daughter Sarah, and took her by the hand, and gave her to be wife to Tobias, and 
said, Behold, take her to thyself after the law of Moses, and lead her away to thy 
father. And he blessed them ; and he called Edna his wife, and took a book and 
wrote an instrument, and sealed it. And they began to cat. ' 

16 And Raguel called his wife Edna, and said unto her, Sister, prepare the ·:>\her 
chamber, and bring her in thither. And she did as he bade her, and brought her in 
thither: and she wept, and she received the tears of her daughter, and said unto 
her, Be of good comfort, my child; the Lord of heaven and earth give thee favour 
for this thy sorrow: be of good comfort, my daughter. 

8 And when they had finished their supper, they brought Tobias in unto he:. But 
as he went, he remembered the words of Raphael, and took the ashes of the incense, 
and put the heart and the liver of the fish thereupon, and made a smoke therewith. 
But when the devil smelled the smell, he fled into the uppermost parts of Egypt, 
and the angel bound him. But after they were both shut in together, Tobias rose up 
from the bed, and said, Sister, arise, and let us pray that the Lord may have mercy 

son us. And Tobias began to say, 
"Blessed art thou, 0 God of our fathers, and blessed is thy holy and glorious name 

for ever; let the heavens bless thee, and all thy creatures. Thou madest Adam, and 
gavest him Eve his wife for a helper and a stay: of them came the seed of men: thou 
didst say, It is not good that the man should be alone; let us make him a helper like 

7 unto him. And now, 0 Lord, I take not this my sister for lust, but in truth: command 
that I may find mercy and grow old with her." And she said with him, Amen. 
And they slept both that night. 

And Raguel arose, and went and digged a grave, saying, Lest he also should die. 
And Raguel came into his house, and said to Edna his wife, Send one of the maid
servants, and let them see whether he be alive: but if not, that we may bury him, 

13 and no man kn,iw it. So the maidservant opened the door, and went in, and found 
them both sleeping, and came forth and told them that he was alive. And Raguel 
blessed God, saying: 

"Blessed art thou, 0 God, with all pure and holy blessing; and let thy saints 
bless thee, and all thy creatures; and let all thine angels and thine elect bless thee 

16 for ever. Blessed art thou, because thou hast made m~ glad; and it hath not befallen 
me as I suspected; but thou hast dealt with us according to thy great mercy. Blessed 
art thou, because thou hast had mercy on two that were the only begotten children 
of their parents: shew them mercy, 0 Lord; accomplish their life in health with 
gladness and mercy." 

18 But he commanded his servants to fill the grave. And he kept the wedding feast 
for them fourteen days. And before the days of the wedding feast were finished, 
Raguel sware unto him, that he should not depart till the fourteen days of the wedding 
feast were fulfilled; and that then he should take the half of his goods, and go in 
safety to his father; and the rest, said he, when I and my w.ife shall die. 

9 And Tobias called Raphael, and said unto him, Brother Azarias, take with thee 
a servant, and two camels, and go to Rages of Media to Gabacl, and receive the money 
for me, and bring him to the wedding feast: because Raguel hath sworn that I shall 
not depart; and my father counteth the days; and if I tarry long, he will be sorely 

s grieved. And Raphael went on his way, and lodged with Gabael, and gave him the 
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hanrlwriting: but he brought forth the bags with their seals, and gave them to him . 
.-\nd they rose up early in the morning together, and came to the wedding feast: and 
Tobias blessed his wife. 

And To hit his father marle his count every day: and when the days of the journey 10 
were expired, and they came not, he said, Is he perchance detained? or is Gabael 
perchance dead, and there is no man to give him themoney? And he was sorely 
gric,·erl. But his wife said unto him, The child hath perished, seeing he tarrieth 
lon.e:; and she lic.e:an to bewail him, and sairl, I care for nothinj!;, my child, since I 
ha,·e let thee g,1, the light of mine eyes. And Tobit saith unto her, Hold thy peace, 
take no care; he is in good health. And she said unto him, Hold thy peace, deceive 7 
me not; my child hath pcrisherl. And she went out every day into the way by which 
they \Wnt, ancl dirl cat no brcacl in the day-time, and ceased not whole nights to bewail 
her son Tobias, until the fourteen days of the wedding feast were expired, which 
Raguel had sworn that he should spend there. 

But Tohia.s saicl unto R2-gucl, Send me away, for my father and my mother look 
no more to sec me. But his father in law said unto him, Abide with me, an<l I will's 
send to thy father, and they shall declare unto him how things go with thee. And 
Tobias saith, No; but send me away to my father. llut Raguel arose, and gave 
him Sarah his wife, and half his goods, servants and cattle and money; and he 
blessed them, anrl sent them away, s~ying, The God of heaven shall prosper you, my 
children, before I <lie. And he said lo his daughter, Honour thy father and thy 12 

mother in law; thry arc now thy parents; let me hear a good report of thee. And 
he kissed her. Arid Edna said lo Tobias, The Lord of heaven restore thee, dear 
brother, and grant to me that I may see thy children of my daughter Sarah, that I 
may rejoice before the Lord: and, behold, I commit my daughter unto thee in special 
trust: vex her not. 

After these things Tohi1s al>'o went his way, blessing God because he had prospered 11 
his journey; and he blessed Raguel and Edna his wife. And he went on his way till 
they drew near unto Nineveh. And Raphael said to Tobias, Knowest thou not, 
brother, how thou didst leave thy father? Let us run forward before thy wife, and 
prepare the house. But take in thy hand the gall of the fish. And they went their 
way, and the dog went after them. And Anna sat looking about toward the way 5 
for her son. And she espied him coming, and said to his father, Behold, thy son 
cometh, and the man that went with him. And Raphael said, I know, Tobias, that 
thy father will open his eyes. Do thou therefore anoint his eyes with the gall, and 
being pricked therewith, he shall ruh, and shall make the white films to fall away, 
and he shall sec thee. 

And .\nna ran unto him, and fell upon the neck of her son, and said unto him, 9 
I ha,·c seen the<', my child; from henceforth I will die. And they wept both. And 
Tobit went forth toward the door, and stumbled: but his son ran unto him, and 
tnok hold of his father: and he strake the gall on his father's eyes, saying, Be of good 
cheer, my father. But when his eyes began to smart, he rubbed them; and the 
white films scakrl away from the corners of his eyes; and he saw his son, and fell 
upon hi.; neck. And he wept, and said, Illessed art thou, 0 God, and blessed is thy 14 
name for ever, and blessed are all thy holy angels; for thou didst scourge, and didst 
ha\'e mercy on me: he hold, I see my son Tobias. And his son went in rejoicing, and 
told his father the great things that had happened to him in Media. 

And Tobit went out to meet his daughter in law at the gate of Nineveh, rejoicing, 
and blessing God: and they which saw him go marvelled, because he had received 
his sight. And Tobit gav<· th3Dks before them, because God had shewed mercy on 17 
him. And when Tobit came near to Sarah his daughter in iaw, he i:i1esseo ner, say
i:ig, Welcome, daughter: Llessed is God which hath brought thee unto us, and 
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blessed are thy father and thy mother. And there was joy to all his brethren which 
1Vere at Nineveh. And Achiacharus, and N as bas his brother's son, came: and 
Tobias' wedding feast was kept seven days with great gladness. 

12 And Tobit called his son Tobias, and said unto him, See, my child, that the man 
1Vhich went with thee have his wages, and thou must give him more. And he said 
unto him, Father, it is no harm to me to give him the half of those things which I 
have brought: for he hath led me for thee in safety, and he cured my wife, and liroughl 
my money, and likewise cured thee. And the old man said, IL is due unto him. And 
he called the angel, and said unto him, Take the half of all that ye hal"e liroughl. 

6 Then he called them both privily, and said unto them: 
"Bless God, and give him thanks, and magnify him, and give him thanks in the 

sight of all that live, for the things which he hath done with you. It is good to bless 
God and exalt his name, shewing forth with honour the works of God;. and be not 
slack to give him thanks. It is good to keep close the secret of a king, but lo reveal 

a gloriously the works of God. Do good, and evil shall not find you. Good is prayer 
with fasting and alms and righteousness. A little with righteousness is better than 
much with unrighteousness. It is better to give alms than to lay up gold: alms doth 
deliver from death, and it shall purge away all sin. They that do alms and righteous
ness shall be filled with life; but they that sin are enemies lo their own life. 

" "Surely I will keep close nothing from you. I have said, It is good to keep close 
the secret of a king, but to reveal gloriously the works of God. And now, when thou 
didst pray, and Sarah thy daughter in law, I did bring the memorial of your prayer 
before the Holy One: and when thou didst bury the dead, I was with thee likewise. 
And when thou didst not delay to rise up, and leave thy dinner, that thou mightcst 

14 go rnd cover the dead, thy good deed was not hid from me: but I was with thee. And 
now God did send me to heal thee and Sarah thy daughter in law. I A~! RAPHAEL, 
one of the seven holy angels, which present the prayers of the saints, and go in before 
the glory of the Holy One." 

And they were both troubled, and fell upon their faces; for they were afraid. 
And he said unto them, Be not afraid, ye shall have peace; but bless God for ever. 

18 For not of any favour of mine, but by the will of your God I came; wherefore bless 
him for ever. All these days did I appear unto you; and I did neither eat nor drink, 
but ye saw a vision. And now give God thanks: because I ascend to him that sent 
me: and write in a book all the thin~ which have been done. And they rose up, 
and saw him no more. And they confessed the great and wonderful works of God, 

13 and how the angel of the Lo.rd had appeared unto them. And Tobit wrote a prayer 
for rejoicing, and said: 

3 

Blessed is God that liveth for ever, 
And blessed is his kingdom. 

For he scourgeth, and sheweth mercy: 
He leadeth down to the grave, and bringeth up again: 
And there is none that shall escape his hand. 

Give thanks unto him before the Gentiles, ye children of Israel: 
For he hath scattered us among them. 

There declare his greatness, 
And extol him before all the living: 

Because he is our Lord, 
And God is our Father for ever. 

And he will scour11:e us for our iniquities, and will again shew mercy, 
And will gather us out of all the nations among whom ye are 

scattered. 
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If ye turn to him with your whole heart and with your whole soul, 6 
To do truth before him, 

Then will he turn unto you, 
And will not hide his face from you. 

Anj see what he will do with you, 
And gfrc him thanks with your whole mouth, 

And bless the Lord of righteousness, 
And exalt the everlasting King. 

I in the land of my captivity give him thanks, 
And shew his strength and majesty to a nation of sinners. 

Turn, ye sinners, and do righteousness before him: 
\\'ho can tell if he will accept you and have mercy on you? 

I exalt my God, 7 
And my soul doth exalt the King of heaven, 
And it shall rejoice in his greatness. 

Let all men speak, and let them give him thanks in Jerusalem. 
0 Jerusalem, the holy city, 

He will scourge thee for the works of thy sons, 
And will again haYe mercy on the sons of the righteous. 

Give thanks to the Lord with ~odness, 10 

And bless the eYerlastinj.( King, 
That his tabernacle may be builded in thee again with joy, 

And that he may make glad in thee those that are captives, 
And love in thee for ever those that are miserable. 

Many nations shall come from far to the name of the Lord God 
With gifts in their hands, even gifts to the King of heaven; 

Generations of generations shall praise thee, 
And sing songs of rejoicing. 

Cursed are all they that hate thee; 12 

Blessed shall be all they that love thee for ever. 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad for the sons of the righteous: 

For they shall be gathered together and shall bless the Lord of the , 
rig:!1teous. 

0 bksscd arc they that loYe thee; 
They shall rejoice for thy peace: 

Blessed arc all they that sorrowed for all thy scourges: 
Because they shall rejoice for thee, 

When they have seen all thy glory; 
And they shall be made glad for ever. 

Let my snul bless God the great King. 15 
For Jerusalem shall be buildcd with sapphires and emeralds and pre

cious stones; 
Thy walls and towers and battlements with pure gold. 

Ancl the streets of Jerusalem shall be paved with beryl and carbuncle 
and stones of Ophir. 

And all her streets shail say, Hallelujah, and give praise, 
Saying, Blessed is God, which hath exalted 'thee for ever. 

And Tohit made an end of giving thanks. And he was eight and fifty years old 14 
when he· lost his sight; and after eight years he received it alo(ain: and he giwe alms, 
and he feared the Lord God more and more, and gave thanks unto him. Now he 
grew very old; and he called his son, and the six sons of his son, and said unto him: 
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"My child, take thy sons: behold, I am grown old, and am ready to depart out 
4 of this life. Go into Media, my child, for 1 surely believe all the things which Jonah 

the prophet spake of Nineveh, that it shall be :iverthrown, but in Media "there shall 
rather be peace for a season; and that our brethren shall be scattered in the earth 
from the good land; and Jerusalem shall be desolate, and the house of God in it 
shall be burned up, and shall be desolate for a time; and God shall again have mercy 
on them, and bring them back into the land, and they shall build the house, but not 
like to the former house, until the times of that age be fulfilled; and afterward they 
shall return from the places of their captivity, and build up Jerusalem with honour, 
and the house of God shall be built in it for ever with a glorious building, even as the 

6 prophets spake concerning it. And all the nations shall turn to fear the Lord Goel 
truly, and shall bury their idols. And all the nations shall bless the Loni, and his 
people shall give thanks unto God, and the Lord shall exalt his people; and all they 
that love the Lord Goel in truth and righteousness shall rejoice, shewing mercy to 
our brethren. And now, my child, depart from Ninewh, because those things which 
the prophet Jonah spake shall surely come to pass. But keep thou the law and the 
ordinances, and shew thyself merciful and righteous, that it may be well with thee. 

ro And bury me decently, and thy mother with me; and dwell ye no longer al Nineveh. 
See, my child, what Aman did to Achiacharus that nourished him, how out of light 
he brought him into darkness, and all the recompense that he made him: and Achia
charus was saved, but the other had his recompense, and he went down into darkness. 
Manasses gave alms, and csrnped the snare of death which he set for him: but Aman 
fell into the snare, and perished. And now, my children, consider what alms doeth, 
and how righteousness cloth deliver." 

And while he was saying these things, he gave up the ghost in the bed; but he was 
12 a hundred and eight and fifty years old; and he buried him magnificently. And 

when Anna died, he buried her with his father. But Tobias departed with his wife 
and his sons to Ecbatana unto Raguel his father in law, and he grew old in honour, 
and he buried his father and mother in law magnificently, and he inlwrited their 
substance, and his father Tobit's. And he died at Ecbatana of Media, being a hun
dred and seven and twenty years old. And before he died he heard of the destruction 
of Nineveh, which Nebuchadnezzar and Ahasuerus took captive; and before his death 
he rejoiced over Nineveh. 

Story of Esther 
1 Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which reigned, 

from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and scYen and twenty provinces:) 
that in those clays, when the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which 
was in Shushan the palace, in the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his 
princes and his servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of 

4 the provinces, being before him: when he shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom 
and the honour of his excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and fourscore 
days. And when these days were fulfilled, the king made a feast unto all the people 
that were present in Shushan the palace, both great ancl small, sc1·en days, in the court 
of the garden of the king's palace; there were hangings of white cloth, of green, and 
of blue, fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of 
marble: the couches were of gold and silver, upon a pa1'ement of red, and white,. 

7 and yellow, and black marble. And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the 
vessels heing diverse one from another,) and royal wine in abundance, according to 
the bounty of the king. And the drinking was according to the law; none could 
compel: for so the king had appointed to all the officers of his house, that they should 
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do according to every man's pleasure. Also Va11hti the queen made a feast for the 
women in the roJ"ll house which belonged to king Ahasucrus. 

On tf1e seYenth day, when the heart .:if the king was merry with wine, he com. 10 

manded '.1Ieh'l:i1an, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abaglha, Zethar, and Carcas, 
the seven chamberlains that ministered in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, to 
bring V<i:;hti the queen before the king with the crown royal, to shew the peoples and 
thP princes her beauty: for she was fair to look on. But the queen Vashti refused 
to come at the king's commandment by the chamberlains: therefore was the king 
,·ery wroth, and his anger burned in him. Then the king said to the wise men, which 13 
knew the times,* What shall we do unto the queen Vashti according to law, because 
she hath not done the bidding of the king Ahasuerus by the chamberlains? And 
'.IIemucan amwered before the king and the princes: 

"Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all 
the princes, and to all the peoples that are in all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus. For this deed of the queen shall come abroad unto all women, to 17 
make their husbands contemptible in their eyes, when it shall be reported, The 
king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but she 
came not. And this lhy shall the princesses of Persia and l\ledia which have heard 
of the deed of the queen say the like unto all the king's princes. So shall there arise 
much contempt and wrath. If it please the king, let there go forth a royal command- 19 
mcnt from him, an<I let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the l\Iedes, 
that it be not altered, that Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus; and lel the 
king ~,·e her royal c:;tate unto another that is better than she. And when the king's 
decree which he :;hall make shall be published throughout all his kingdom, (for it 
is great,) all the wi,·cs shall give to their husbands honour, both to great and small." 

And the saying pleased the king and the princes; and the king did according to 21 

the word of '.llemucan: for he sent letters into all the king's provinces, into every 
province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language, 
that every man should bear rule in his own house, and should publish it according 
to the language of his people. 

:\fter these thing,, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was pacified, he remembered 2 
Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed against her. Then said the 
king's servants that ministered unto him, Let there be fair young ,·irgins sought for 
the king: and Id the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that 
they may gather together all the fair young virgins unto Shushan the palace, to ihe 
hou:;c of the women, unto the custody of Hegai the king's chamberlain, keeper of 
the women; and let their things for purificatio.n be given them : and let the maiden 
which plcaseth the king be queen instead of Vashti. And the thing pleased the king; 
and he did so. 

There was a certain Jew in Shushan the palace, whose name was Mordecai, the 5 
son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite; who had been carried 
away from Jerusalem with the captives which had been carried away with Jeconiah 
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. And 
he brought up lladassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's daughter: for she had neither 
father nor mother, and the maiden was fair and beautiful; and when her father and 
mother were dead, ;\fordecai took her for his own daughter. So it came to pass, B 
when the king's commandment and his decree was heard, and when many maidens 
were gathered together unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of I-lcgai, that Est~er 
was taken into the king's house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women. And 
the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him; and he speedily gave 

. *For so was the king's manner toward all that knew law and judgement; and the next unto 
h1i:n was Carshena, ShC'thar, A<lmatha, Tarshish, Mrres, Marscna. and Memucan, the seven 
pnnces of Persi.a an<l Media, which saw the king's face, and sat first in the kingdom. 
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her her things for purification, with her portions, and the seven maidens, which were 
meet to be given her, out of the king's house: wd he removed her and her maidens 

10 to the best place of the house of the women. Esther had not shewed her people nor 
her kindred: for Mordecai had charged her that she should not shew it. And 
Mordecai walked every day before the court of the women's house, to know how 
Esther did, and what should become of her. 

Now when the turn of every maiden was come to go in to king Ahasuerus, after 
that it had been done to her according to the law for the women, twelve months,* 

13 then in this wise came the maiden unto the king, whatsoever she desired was given 
her to go with her out of the house of the women unto the king's house. In the 
evening she went, and on the morrow she returned into tne second house of the 
women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king's chamberlain, which kept the con
cubine's: she came in unto the king no more, except the king delighted in her, and 

15 that she were called by name. Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail 
the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for his daughter, was come to go in unto 
the king, she required nothing but what Hegai the king's chamberlain, the keeper 
of the women, appointed. And Esther obtained favour in the sight of all them that 
looked upon her. So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into his house royal 
in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 

r; And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace and favour 
in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, 
and made her queen instead of Vashti. Then the king made a great feast unto all 
his princes and his servants, even Esther's feast; and he made a release to the pro
vinces, and gave gifts, according to the bounty of the king. 

19 And when the virgins were gathered together the second time, then Mordecai 
sat in the king's gate. Esther had not yet shewed her kindred nor her people; as 
Mordecai had charged her: for Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, like as 
when she was brought up with him. In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's 
gate, two of the king's chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the 

22 door, were wroth, and sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus. And the thing 
was known to Mordecai, who shewed it unto Esther the queen; and Esther told 
the king thereof in Mordecai's name. And when inquisition was made of the mat
ter, and it was found to be so, they were both hanged on a tree: and it was written 
in the book of the chronicles before the king. 

3 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of Hammedatha 
the Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat above all the princes that were with 
him. And all the king's servants, that were in the king's gate, bowed down, and did 
reverence to Haman: for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai 
bowed not down, nor did him reverence. Then the king's servants, that were in the 
king's gate, said unto Mordecai, Why transgresses! thou the king's commandment? 

4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and he hearkened not unto 
them, that they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai's matters would stand: for 
he had told them that he was a Jew. And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed 
not down, nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. But he thought 
scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had shewed him the people of Mor
decai: wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahnsuerus, even the people of Mordecai. 

7 In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, 
they cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month to 
month, to the twelfth month, which is the month Adar. And Haman said unto 

*For so were the <lays of their purifications accomplished, to wit, six months with oil of myrrh, 
an<l six months with sweet odours, an<l with the things for the purifying of the women. 
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king Ahasuerus, There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among 
the peoples in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from 
those of e\·ery people; neither keep they the king's laws: therefore it is nol for the 
king's profit to sufTer them. Ii it please the king, let it be written that they be de- 9 
stroyed: and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those that 
have the charge of the king's business, to brinJ!: it into the king's treasuries. And 
the king took his ring from his hand, and J!:ave it unto Haman the son of Hammedatha 
the AgaJ!:ite, the· Jews' enemy. And the king said unto Haman, The sill•er is given 
to thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good to thee. 

Then were the king's scribes called in the first month, on the thirteenth day thereof, 12 

and there was written according to all that Haman commanded unto the king's 
satraps, and Lo the governors that were over every province, and to the princes of 
every people; to every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people 
after their language; in the name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and it was sealed 
with the king's ring. And letters were sent by posts into all the king's provinces, to 
destroy, w slay, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both young and old, little children 
and women, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which 
is the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for a prey. A copy of the writing, q 
that the decree should be given out in every prO\'ince, was published unlo all the 
peoples, that they should be ready against that day. The posts went forth in haste 
by the kin.t(s comman<lment, and the decree was given out in Shushan the palace. 
And the king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city of Shushan was perplexed. 

Now when '.Vlordecai knew all that was done, Mordecai rent his clothes, and put 4 
on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a 
loud and a bitter crv: and he came even before the king's gate: for none might 
enter within the king;s gate clothed with sackcloth. And in every province, whither
soe,·er the king's commandment and his decree came, there was great mourning 
among the Jew5, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in sackcloth 
and ashes. And Esther's maidens and her chamberlains came and told it her; 4 
and the queen was exceedingly grieved: and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, 
and to take his sackcloth from ofi him: but he received it not. Then called Esther 
for Hathach, one of the king's chamberlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon 
her, and chnrged him to go to Mordecai, to know what this was, and why it was. 
So Hathach went forth to Mordecai unto the broad place of the city, which was before 6 
the king's gate. And l\lordecai told him of all that had happened unto him, and the 
exact sum oi the money that Haman had promised to pay to the kinJ!:'s treasuries 
for the Jews, to destroy them. Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the decree 
that was given out in Shushan to destroy them, to shew it unto Esther, and to declare 
11 unto her; and to charge her that she should go in unto the king, to make supplica
tion unto him, and to make request before him, for her people. And Hathach came 9 
and told Esther the words of Mordecai. Then Esther spake unto Hathach, and 
gave him a message unto l\lord!'cai, saying: All the king's servants, and the people 
of the kinr;'s provinces, do know, that whosoe\'er, whether man or woman, shall 
come unto the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is one law for him, 
that he be put to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, 
that he may live: but I have not been ca lied to come in unto the king these thirty 
days. And they told to Mordecai Esther's words. Then Mordecai ba1le them i2 

return answer unto Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's 
house, more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether boldest thy peace at this time, 
then shall relief and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place, but thou and 
thy father's house shall pe1ish. And who knoweth whether thou art not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this? Then Esther bade them return answer unto Mor- 15 
decai, Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, 
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and neither cat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast in 
like manner; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: 
and if I perish, I perish. So Mordecai went his way, and .did according to all that 
Esther had commanded him. 

5 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and 
stood in the inner court of the king's house, over against the king's house: and the 
king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the entrance of the 
house. And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, 
that she obtained favour in his sight: and the king held out to Esther the golden 
sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the 

3 sceptre. Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what is 
thy request? it shall be given thee even to the half of the kingdom. And Esther 
said, If it seem good unto the king, let the king and Haman come this day unto the 
banquet that I have prepared for him. Then the king said, Cause Haman to make 
haste, that it may be done as Esther hath said. So the king and Haman came to the 

6 banquet that Esther had prepared. And the king said unto Esther at the banquet 
of wine, What is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: and what is thy request? 
even to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed. Then answered Esther, and 
said, :My petition and my request is; if I have found favour in the sight of the king, 
and if it please the king to grant my petition, and to perform my request, let the king 
and Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare for them, and I will do to-morrow 
as the king hath said. 

9 Then went Haman forth that day joyful and glad of heart: but when Haman 
saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that he stood not up nor moved for him, he was filled 
with wrath against Mordecai. Nevertheless Haman refrained himself, and went 
home; and he sent and fetched his friends and Zeresh his wife. And Haman re
counted unto them the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all 
the things wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above 

12 the princes and servants of the king. Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen 
did let no man come in with the king unto the banquet that she had prepared but 
myself; and to-morrow also am I invited by her together with the king. Yet all 
this availeth me nothing, so long as I sec Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate. 
Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him, Let a gallows be made of 
fifty cubits high, and in the morning speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be 
hanged thereon: then go thou in merrily with the king unto the banquet. And the 
thing pleased Haman; and he caused the gallows to be made. 

6 On that night could not the king sleep; and he commanded to bring the book of 
records of the chronicles, and they were read before the king. And it was found 
written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's chamber
lains, of those that kept the door, who had sought to lay hands on the king Ahasuerus. 
And the king said, What honour and dignity hath been done to Mordecai for this? 
Then said the king's servants that ministered unto him, There is nothing done for 

4 him. And the king said, Who is in the court? Now Haman was come into the 
outward court of the king's house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai on the 
gallows that he had prepared for him. And the king's servants said unto him, 
Behold, Haman standeth in the court. And the king said, Let him come in. So 
Haman came in. And the king said unto him, What shall be done unto the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour? Now Haman said in his heart, To whom 

7 would the king delight to do honour more than to myself? And Haman said unto 
the king, For the man whom the king delighteth to honour, let royal apparel be 
brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and 
on the head of which a crown royal is set: and let the apparel and the horse be de
livered to the hand of one of the king's most noble princes, that they may array the 
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man withal whom the king dclighteth to honour, and cause him to ri<le on horseback 
through the street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the 
man whom the king delightcth to honour. Then the king said lo Haman, Make ra 
hastl', and take the apparel and the horse, as tliou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai 
the Jew, that sittcth at the king's gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken. 

Then "'ok IIaman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed l\Iordecai, and caused 
him ta ride lhrnugh the street of the city, and prorlaimed before him, Thus shall it 
be done unto the man whom the king dclighteth to honour. And Mordecai came 
again to the king's gate. But Haman hasted to his house, mourning and having his 
head covered. ,\nd Ilam:in recounted unto Zcrcsh his wife and all his friends every 13 
thing that hacl lidallcn hi:n. Then s:iid his wise men and Zcresh his wife unto him, 
If l\Iordecai, h,·forc whom thou hast begun to fall, be of the seed of the Jews, thou 
shalt not pre1·ail against him, but shalt surely fall before him. While they were yet 
talking with him. came the king's chamberlains, and hasted to bring Haman unto 
the banquet thal Esther had prcrmred. 

So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen. And the king 7 
said again unto E-;ther on the second day at lhe banquet of wine, What is thy petition, 
queen Esther? and it sh:i.ll be granted thee: and what is thy request? even to the 
half of the kin_gd<>m it shall be perfonned. Then Esther the queen answered and 
s1id, Ii l ln1,·c iound farnur in thy sight, 0 king, and if it please the king, let my life 
be gi1·en me at my petition, and my people at my request: for we arc sold, I and my 4 
people, to be destroyed, lo be sbin, and to perish. But if we had been sold for 
hondmrn and 1Jond11·0mcn, I had hdd my peace, although the adversary could not 
haw cwnpcnsakd for the king's damage. Then spake the king Ahasuerus and 
s:i:d unto Esther the queen, Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his 
h,·:i rt lo do so 0 .·\ncl E,;ther s2id, An ad1·ersary and an enemy, even this wicked 
Haman. Then lfam:rn was afraid Ldore the king and the queen. And the king 7 
arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden: and 
Ilaman stood up to make request for his life to Esther the queen: for he saw that 
there was evil det~m1ined against him by tl-ie king. Then the king returned out of 
the palace garden into the place of the banriuet of wine; and Haman was fallen upon 
the couch whereon Esther was. Then said the king, \Viii he even force the queen 
bdore me in the hnusc? As the word 'l'cnt out of the king's mouth, they cm·ered 
Haman's face. Thrn said Harbonah, one of the chamberlains that were before the 9 
king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman hath made for Mor
decai, who spake gorid for the king, stanrlcth in the house of Haman. And the king 
said. Hang him thereon. So they hanged !Iaman on the gallows that he had pre
pared for .'.\Iordccai. Then was the king's wrath pacified. 

On that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the Jews' enemy 8 
unto Esther the C]Uc'l'n. And .'.\lordecai came before the king; for Esther bd told 
what he was unto her. And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from 
Haman, and ga1·e it unto ~Iordcrni. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of 
Haman. And I·:sthcr spake yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, and 
tiesought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagile, and his 
device that he had dcviscd against the Jews. Then the king held out to Esther the 4 
gulden sceptr-'. So Esther arose, and stood before the king. And she said, If it 
please the kin_g, and if I have found favour in his sight, and the thing seem right 
before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters 
dc1·ised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy 
the Jews which arc in all the king's proYinces: for how can I endure to see the evil6 
that shall.come unto my people? or how can I endure to see the destruction of my 
kindred 0 Then the king Ahasuerus saicl unto Esther the queen and to Mordecai the 
Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon 

.183 



:Ea th er ->a Old Testament History 

the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews. Write ye also to the Jews, as it 
liketh you, in the king's name, and seal it with the king's ring: for the writing which 
is written in the king's name, and sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse. 

9 Then were the king's scribes called at that time, in the .third month, which is the 
month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day thereof; and it was written according 
to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to the satraps, and the gov· 
e;-nors and princes of the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, 1rn hundred 
twenty and seven provinces, unto every province according to the writing thereof, 
and unto every people after their language, and to the Jews according to their writing, 

10 and according to their language. And he wrote in the name of king Ahasucrus, and 
sealed it with the king's ring, and sent letters by posts on horseback, riding on swift 
steeds that were used in the king's service, bred of the stud: wherein the king granted 
the Jews which were in every city to gather themselves together, and to stand for 
their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the people and 
province that would assault them, their little ones and women, and to take the spoil 

12 of them for a prey, upon one day in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely, upon 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar. A copy of the 
writing, that the decree should be given out in every province, was published unto 
all the peoples, and that the Jews should be ready against that day to avenge them
selves on their enemies. 

So the posts that rode upon swift steeds that were used in the king's service went 
out, being hastened and pressed on by the king's commandment; and the decree 

15 was given out in Shusan the palace. And Mordecai went forth from the presence of 
the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with 
a robe of fine linen and purple: and the city of Shushan shouted and was glad. The 
Jews had light and gladness, and joy and honour. And in every province, and in 
every city, whithersoever the king's commandment and his decree came, the Jews 
had gladness and joy, a feast and a good day. And many from among the peoples 
of the land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews was fallen upon them. 

9 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the 
same, when the king's commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution, 
in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have rule over them; whereas i1 
was turned to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them that hated them; the 
Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout all the provinces of the 
king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt: and no man could with-

3 stand them; for the fear of them was fallen upon all the peoples. And all the princes 
of the provinces, and the satraps, and the governors, and they that did the king's 
business, helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai was fallen upon them. 
For Mordecai. was great in the king's house, and his fame went forth throughout 
all the provinces: for the mo.n Mordecai waxed greater and greater. And the Jews 
smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, and with slaughter and dcstruc-

6 tion, and did what they would unto them that hated them. And in Shushan thP 
palace the Jews slew and destroyed five hundred men. And Parshandatha, and 
Dalphon, and Aspatha, and Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha, and Parmashta, 
and Arisai, and Aridai, and Vaizatha, the ten sons of Haman the son of Hamme· 
datha, the Jews' enemy, slew they; but on the spoil they laid not their hand. 

u On that day the number of those that were slain in Shushan the palace was brought 
before the king. And the kinp; said unto Esther the queen, The Jews have slain and 
destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the palace, and the ten sons of Harnan; what 
then have they done in the rest of the kinp;'s provinces! Now what is thy petition? 
and it shall be granted thee: or what is thy request further? and it shali be done. 

13 Then said Esther, If it please the kin11:, let it be granted to the Jews which are in 
Shushan to do to-morrow also according unto this day's decree, and let Haman's 
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tt'n sons be hangerl upon the gallows. And the king commanded it so to be done: 14 
and a decree was gi\'cn out in Shushan; and they hanged Haman's ten sons. Anrl 
the Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the fourteenth day 
also of the month Adar, and slew three hundred men in Shushan; hut on the spoil 
the\' laid not their hand. And the other Jews that were in the king's provinces 16 
/.(athercd themscl\"es together, and stood for their lives, and had rest from their 
rncmics, and ,;jp"· of them that hated them seventy and five thousand; but on the 
spoil they laid not their hnnd. 

This was clone on the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth 17 
day of the same they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. But the 
Jews th;it were in Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day thereof, anc! on 
the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same they rested, and made 
it a day of feasting and gladness. Therefore do the Jews of the villages, that dwell 
in the unwalled towns, make the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of glad
ness and feasting, and a good day, and of sending portions one to another. 

And :\fordccai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that were in 20 

all the proYinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, to enjoin them that they 
should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, 
yearly, as the days wherein the Jews had rest from their enemies, and the month 
"·hich was turned unto them from sorrow to gladness, and from mourning into a 
good day: that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, and of send
ing portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews undertook to do 23 
as they had begun, and as :\Iordecai had written unto them; because Haman the 
son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against 
the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume them, and to 
destroy them; but when the matter came .before the king, he commanded by letters 
that his wicked device, which he had devised"against the Jews, should return upon 
his own head; and that he and his sons shoul<l be hanged on the gallows. \Yherefore 26 
they called these days Purim. after the name of Pur. Therefore because of all the words 
oi this letter, and of that which they had seen concerning this matter, and that which 
had come unto them, the Jews ordained, and took upon them, and uron their seed, 
and upon all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that they 
would keep these two days according to the writing thereof, and according to the 
appointed time thereof. every year; and that these days should be remembered and 28 
i·t·pt throughout e\"cry generation, every family, every province, and e\"ery city; and 
that thc.<c days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of 
them perish from their seed. Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and 
:\fordecai the Jew, wrote with all authority to confinn this second letter of Purim. 
And he sent letters unto all the Jews, to the hundred twenty and seven pro\"inces of 30 
I he kingdom of Ahasucrus, with words of peace and truth, to confinn these days of 
Purim in their appointed times, according as :!\fordecai the Jew and Esther the queen 
had enjoined them, and as they had ordained for themselves and for their seed, in 
the matter of the fastings and their cry. And the commandment of Esther confirmed 
these matters of Purim; and it was written in the book. 

Anrl the king Ahasucrus laid a tribute upon the la!ld, and upon the isles of the sea. 10 
And all the acts of his power and of his might, and the full account of the greatness 
of :\lordccai, whereunto the king advanced him, arc they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? For Mordecai the Jew was next 
unto king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of 
his brethren; seeking the good of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed. 
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CHRONICLE I. - GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILIES OF ISRAEL 
BEFORE AND AFTER THE CAPTIVITY 

A. - Genealogy of the Patriarchs 
1 Adam, Seth, Enosh; Kenan, Mahalalel, Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan; Sheba, 

Jared; Enoch, !llcthuselah, Lamech; Noah, and Dcdan. And the sons of Midian; 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abida, 

The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Eldaah. All these were the sons of 
and !lladai, and Javan, and ,Tubal, and Keturah. 

6 '.-.Ieshech, and Tiras. :\nd the sons of Go- And Abraham begat Isaac. The sons of 34 
mer; Ashkenaz, and Diphath, and Togar- Isaac; Esau, and Israel. 
mah. And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and The sons of Esau; Eliphaz, Reuel, and 
Tar;;hish, Kittim, and Rodanim. Jeush, and Jalam, and Korah. The sons 

B The sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, of Eliphaz; Teman, and Omar, Zephi, and 
Put.and Canaan .. \nd the sons of Cush; Seba Ga tam, Kenaz, and Timna, and Amalek. 
t1ml HaYilah, and Sabta, and Raama, and The sons of Reuel; Nahath, Zerah, Sham 37 
~autcca. And the sons of Raamah; Sheba, mah, and Mizzah. And the Sons of Seir; 
and Dedan. :\nd Cush begat Nimrod: he Lotan and Shobal and Zibeon and Anah, 

II hq~an tu be a might\' one in the earth. And and Dishon and Ezer and Dishan. And 
:\lizraim bt>gat Ludim, and Anamim, and the sons of Lotan; Hori and Homam: and 
Lchahim, and :'\aphtuhim, and Pathrusim, Timna was Lotan's sister. The sons of 40 
and Casluhim (from whence came the Phi- Shobal; Alian and Manahath and Eba!, 
listinC"s), and Caphtorim. :\nd Canaan be- Shcphi and Onam. And the sons of Zibeon; 

q ;:at Zidon his firstborn, and Heth; and the Aiah and Anah. The sons of Anah; Dis-
Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Gir- hon. And the sons of Dishon; Hamran 
gashite; ar.d the Hivite, and the Arkite, and and Eshban and Ithran and Chcran. The 42 
the Sinite; and the Arrndite, and the Zcmar- sons of Ezer; Bilhan and Zaavan, Jaakan. 
ite, and the Hamathite. The sons of Dishan; t:z and Aran. 

117 The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, Now these are the kings that reigned 
and Arpachshad, and Lurl, and Aram, and in the land of Edom, before there reigned 
l'z, and Hui, and Get her, and f\1cshech. any king over the children of Israel: Ilela 
And .\rpachshaci lw'lat Shelah, and Shelah the son of Beor; and the name of his city 
Legat Eber. And unto Eber were born two was Dinhabah. And Bela died, and Jobah 44 
sons: the name of the one was 'Peleg'; the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his 
~or in his days the earth was 'divided'; and stead. And Jobab died, and Husham of 

'"°his brother's name was Joktan. And Jok- the land of the Temanites reigned in his 
tan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and stead. And Husham died, and Hadad the 
Hazarma\·eth, and Jerah; and Hadoram, son of Bedad, which smote Midian in the 
and l:zal,and Diklah; and Eba!, and Abim- field of Moab, reigned in his stmd: and tlw 
ael, and Sheba; and Ophir, and Havilah, name of his city was Avith. And Hadad 47 
and Jobab. All these were the sons of Jok- died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in 
tan. his stead. And Samlah died, and Shaul of 

o24 She'l1, Arpachshad, Shelah; Eber, Peleg, Rehoboth by the River reigned in his stead. 
Reu; Serug, Nahor, Terdh; Abram (the And Shaul died, and Baal-ha nan the son of 49 
same is Abraham). The sons of Abraham; Achbor reigned in his stead. And Baal-
Isaac, and Ishmael. hanan died, and Hadad reigned in his stead; 

f'9 These arc their generations: the firstborn and the name of his city was Pai: and his 
of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, and Ad- wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of 
bee!, and Mibsam, Mishma, and Dumah, Matred, the daughter of Me-zahab. And 
Massa; Hadad, and Terna, Jetur, Naph- Hadad died. And the dukes of Edom 
ish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of were; duke Timna, duke Aliah, duke 
Ishmael. Jetheth; duke Oholihamah, duke Elah, 52 

92 And the sons of Keturah, Abraham's con- duke Pinon; duke Kenaz, duke Teman, 
cubine: she bare Zimran, and Jokshan, duke Mibzar; duke Magdiel, duke !ram. 
and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and These are the dukes of Edom. 
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B. - Genealogy of the House of Judah 
2 These arc the sons of Israel; Reuben, And the sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerah-

Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issacharand Zeb- mecl were Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker. 
ulun; Dan, Joseph and Benjamin, Naph- And the sons of Onam were Shammai, and 28 
tali, Gad and Asher. Jada: and the sons of Shammai; Nadab, 

3 The sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and and Abishur. And the name of the wife of 
Shelah: which three were born unto him of Abishur was Abihail; and she bare him 
Bath-shua the Canaanitess. And Er, Ju- Ahban, end Molid. And the sons of 3, 
dah's firstborn, was wicked in the sight of Nadab; Seled, and Appaim: but Seled 
the LoRo; and he slew him. And Tamat died without children. And the sons of 
his daughter in law bare him Perez and Appaim; Ishi. And the sons of Ishi; She-
zerah. All the sons of Jl.\dah were five. shan. And the sons of Sheshan; Ahlai. 

5 The sons of Perez; Hezron and Ramu!. And Lhe sons of Jada the brother of Sham-
And the sons of Zetah; Zimri, and Ethan, mai; Jether, and Jonathan: and Jether 
and Heman, and Calco!, and Dara: five of died ·without thildten. · And the sons of 33 
them in all. And the sons of-Carmi; A char, Jonathan; Peleth, and Zaza. These were 
the troubler of Israel, who commilted a tres- the sons of Jerahmeel. Now Sheshan had 

8 pass in the devoted thing. And the sons of ho sons, but daughters. And Sheshen had 
Ethan; Azariah. The sons also of Hezmn, a servant, an Egyptian, whose name was· 
that were born unto him; Jerahmeel, and Jatha. And Sheshan gave his daughter 35 
Ram, and Chelubai. And Ram begat to J arha his servant to wife; and she bare 
Amminadab; and Amminadab begat Nah- him Aaai. And A!lai begat Nathan, and 

II shon, prince of the children of Judah; .and Nathan begat Zabad; and Zabad begat 
Nahshon begat Salma, and Salma begat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed; and Obed 
Boaz; and Boaz begat Obed, and Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Azariah; anrl 39 
begat Jesse; and Jesse begat his firstborn Azariah begat Helez, and Hclez begat 
Eliab, and Abinadab the second, and Eleasah; and Eleasah begat Sismai, and 

14 Shimea the third; Nethanel the fourth, Sismai begat Shall um; and Shall um brgat 
Raddal the fifth: Ozem the sixth, David Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat Elishama. 
the seventh: and their sisters were Zcruiah And the sons of Caleb the brother of 42 
and Abigail. And the sons of Zeruiah; Jerahmecl were Mesha his firstborn, which 
Abishai, and J oab, and Asa he I, three. And was the father of Ziph; and the sons of 
Abigail bare Amasa: and the father of Marcshah the father of Hehron. And the 

18 Amasu was Jether the Ishmaelite. And sons of H"bron; Korah, and Tappuah, anrl 
Caleb the son of Hczron begat children of Rekem, and Shema. And Shema hef!at 44 
Azubah his wife, and of J erioth: and these Raham, the father of Jorkcam; and Rekem 
were her sons; Jesher, and Shobab, and begat Shammai. And the son of Shammai 
Ardon. And Azubah died, and Caleb took was Maon; and Maon was the father of 
unto him Ephrath, which bare him Hur. Beth-zur. And Ephah, Caleb's concubine, 

20 And Hur begat Uri, and Uri begat Bezalel. bare Haran, and Moza, and Gazez: 
And afterward Hezron went in to the and Haran bcgat Gazez. And the sons 47 
daughter of Machir the father of Gilead; of Jahdai; Regem, and Jotham, and 
whom he took lo wife when he was three- Geshan, and Pclcl, and Ephah, and Shaaph. 
score years old; and she bare him Seguh. Maarah, Caleb's concubine, bare Shober 

22 And Seguh begat Jair, who had three and and Tirhanah. She bare also Shaaph the 
twenty cities in the lan·d of Gilead. And father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of 
Geshur and A•am took the towns of Jair Marhbena, and the father of Gibea; anrl 
from them, with Kenath, and the villages the daughter of Caleb was Arhsah. These 
thereof, even threescore cities. All these were the sons of Caleb; the son of Hur, the 50 
were the sons of Machir the father of Gil- firstborn of Ephrathah, Shobal the father 

24 cad. And after that Hezron was dead in of Kiriath-jea rim; Sa Ima the fat her of Beth-
Caleb-ephratha h, thm Abiah Hezron's wif.- lehem, Hareph the father of Belh-gadcr. 
bare him Ashhur the father of Tekoa. And And Shobal the father of Kiriath-jearim 5" 
the sons of J erahmcel the firstborn of Hez- had sons; Haroeh, half of the Menuhoth. 
ron wete Ram the firstborn, and Dunah, And the families of Kiriath-icarim; the 

26and Oren, and Ozem, Ahijah. And Jerah- lthrites, and the Puthhcs, and the Shumath-
meel had another wife, whose name was ites, and the Mishraites; of them came the 
Atarah; she was the mother of Onam. Zorathites end the Eshtaolites. The sons s., 
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of Sahna; Beth-lehem, and the Netophath
ites. Atroth-beth-]oab, and half of the 
Manahathites, the. Zorites. And the fami
lies of scribes which dwelt at Jabez; the 

I Ohroniclea 

Tirathites, the Shimeathites, the Sucath
ites. These are the Kenites that came 
of Hammath, the father of the house of 
Rechab. 

C. - Genealogy of the House of David 

3 Now these were the sons of David, which 
were born unto him in Hebron: the first
born, .-\mnon, of .-\hinoam the Jezreclitess; 
the second, Daniel, of Abigail the Carmcli
tess; the third, .\bsalom the son of .Maacah 
the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; 
the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; 

3 the fifth, Shcphatia h of Abita); the sixth, 
lthrcam by Eglah his wife. Six were born 
unto him in Hebron; and there he reigned 
seven years and six months: and in Jerusa
lem he reigned thirty and three years. And 
these were b•>rn unto him in Jerusalem: 
Shimca, and Shoba b, and Nathan, and 
Solomon, four, of Bath-shua the daughter 

6 of Ammicl: and !Lhar, and Elishama, and 
Eliphelet; and :\ogah, and .i\epheg, and 
Japhia; and Elisha ma, and Eliada, and 
Eliphclet, nine. All these were the sons of 
David, beside the sons of the concubines; 
and Tamar was their sister. And Solo
mon's son was Rehobuam, Abijah his son, 

11 .-\sa his son, Jehoshaphat his son; Joram 
his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son; 
Amaziah his son, A1.ariah his son, Jotham 
his son; Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, 

Manasseh his son; Amon his son, Josiah 
his son. And the sons of Josiah; the first
born Johanan, the second Jchoiakirn, the 
third Zedekiah, the fourth Shallum. And 16 
the sons of Jehoiakirn: Jeconiah his son, 
Zedekiah his son. And the sons of Jernniah 
the captive; Shcalticl his son, and Malchi
ram, and Pedaiah, and Shenazzar, Jekarn
iah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah. And the 19 
sons of Perlaiah; Zcrubbabel, and Shimei: 
and the sons of Zcrubbabel; Meshullam, 
and Hana niah; and Shclom it h was their 
sister: and H<1shubaoh, and Ohel, and Bc.
rechiah, and Hasadiah, JushaL-hesed, five. 
And the sons of Hananiah; Pclatiah, and 21 

Jeshaiah: the sons of Rephaiah, the sons of 
Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of 
Shccaniah. And the sons of Shecaniah; 
Shemaiah: and the sons of Shcmaiah; 
Hattush, and !gal, and Barhh, and Nea
riah, and Shaphat, six. And the sons of 23 
Neariah; Elioenai, and Hizkiah, and Az
rikam, three. And the sons of Eliocnai; 
Hodaviah, and Eliashib, and Pelaiah, anc! 
Akkub, and Johanan, and Delaiah, and 
Anani, seven. 

D. - Genealogies and Allotment of tbe Tribes 

4 Judah. The sons of Judah; Perez, Hez
ron, and Carmi, and Hur, and Shobal. And 
Reaiah the son of Shobal bcgat Jahath; and 
Jahath begat Ahumai and Lahad. These 
are the families of the Zorathites. And these 
were the sons of the father of Etam; Jez
r('d, and Ishma, and Id bash: and the name 

4 of their sistrr was Hazzelclponi: and Penuel 
the father of c;cdor, and Ezer the father 
of Hushah. Thcsc are the sons of Hur, the 
firstborn of Ephrathah, the father of Belh
khun. And Ashhur the father of Tekoa 

6 had two wi\'es, Hclah and Naarah. And 
l\'aarah bare him Ahuzzam, and Hephcr, 
and Temeni, and Ilaahashtari. These 
wne the sons of :'l:aarah. And the sons of 
Helah were Zereth, Izhar, and Eth nan. And 
Hakkoz begat Anub, and Zohebah, and the 
families of Aharhel the son of Harum. 

And Jabez was more honourable than his 9 
brethren: and hi-; mother called his name 
'Jabez,' saying, Because I bare him with 
'sorrow.' And Jabez called on the God 
of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest 
bless me indeed, and enlarge my border, 
and that thine hand might be with me, and 
that thou w0ulclcst keep me from evil, that 
it he not to my sorrow! And God granted 
him that which he re<]Uestcd. 

And Chclub the brother of Shuhah hcgat 1 • 

MC'hir, which was the folher of Eshton. 
And Eshton brgat Belh-rapha, and Pas<'ah, 
and Tchinnah the father of Ir-n4hash. 
These arc the men of Recah. And the son~ 
of Kenaz; Othniel, and Seraiah: and the 
sons of Othnicl; Hathath. Ancl Meono
thai begat Ophrah: and Seraiah begat Joab 
the lather of Ge-harashim; for they were 
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15 craftsmen. And the sons of Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh; Iru, Elah, and Naam: and 
the sons of Elah; and Kenaz. And the 
sons of Jehallelel; Ziph, and Ziphah, Tiria, 
and Asa rel. And the sons of Ezrah; J ether, 
and Mered, and Epher, and Jalon: and she 
bare Miriam, and Shammai, and Ishbah 

18 the father of Eshtemoa. And his wife the 
Jewess bare Jered the father of Gedor, and 
Heber the father of Soco, and Jekuthicl 
the father of Zanoah. And these are 
the sons of Bithiah the daughter of Pharaoh, 
which Mered took. And the sons of the 
wife of Hodiah, the sister of Naham, were 
the father of Keilah the Garrnite, and Eshte-

20 moa the Maacathite. And the sons of Shi
mon; Amnon, and Rinnah 1 Ben-hanan, 
and Tilon. And the sons of Ishi; Zoheth, 
and Ben-zoheth. The sons of Shelah the 
son of Judah; Er the father of Lecah, and 
Laadah the father of Mareshah, and the 
families of the house o'f them that wrought 

22 fine linen, of the house of Ashbea; and Jo
kim, and the men of Cozeba, and Joash, and 
Saraph, who had dominion in Moab, and 
Jashubi-lehem. And the records are an
cient. These were the potters, and the in
habitants of Netaim and Gederah: there 
they dwelt with the king for his work. 

-->9 Old Testament History 

houses increased greatly. And they went 39 
to the entering in of Gedor, even unto the 
east side of the valley, to seek pasture for 
their flocks. And they found fat pasture 
and good, and the land was wide, and guiet, 
and peaceable; for they that dwelt there 
aforetime were of Ham. And these written 41 
by name came in the days of Hezekiah king 
of Judah, and smote their tents, and the 
Meunim that were found there, and de
stroyed them utterly, unto this day, and 
dwelt in their stead: because there was pas
ture there for their flocks. And some of 

42 
them, even of the sons of Simeon, five hun
dred men, went to mount Seir, having for 
their captains Pelatiah, and Neariah, and 
Rephaiah, and L'zziel, the sons of Ishi. 
And they smote the remnant of the Amale
kites that escaped, and dwelt there, unto 
this day. 

Reuben, Gad, and half Manasseh. 5 
And the sons of Reuben the firstborn* of 
Israel; Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and 
Carmi. The sons of Joel; Shemaiah his 
son, Gog his son, Shimei his son; Micah his 
son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son; Beerah 
his son, whom Tilgath-pilncoer king of As
syria carried away captive: he was prince 
of the Reubenites. And his brethren by 7 

24 Simeon. The sons of Simeon; Nemuel, their families, when the genealogv of their 
and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul: Shall um generations was reckoned; the chief, J eiel, 
his son, Mibsam his son, Mishma his son. and Zechariah, and Bela the son of Azaz, 
And the sons of Mishma; Hammuel his son, the son of Shema, the son of Joel, who 
Zaccur his son, Shimei his son. And Shimei dwelt in Aroor, even unto Nebo and Baal-
had sixteen sons and six daughters; but his meon: and eastward he dwelt even unto 9 
brethren had not many children, neither did the entering in of the wilderness from the 
all their family multiply, like to the children river Euphrates: because their cattle were 

28 of Judah. And they dwelt at Beer-sheba, multiplied in the land of Gilead. And in 
and Moladah, and Hazar-shual; and at the davs of Saul thev made war with the 
Bilhah, and at Ezem, and at Tolad; and at Hagritcs, who fell by-their hand: and they 
Bethuel, and at Horrnah, and at Ziklag; dwelt in their tents throughout all the land 
and at Beth-marcaboth, and Hazar-susim, east of Gilead. 
and at Beth-biri, and at Shaaraim. These And the sons of Gad dwelt over against II 
were their cities unto the reign of David. them, in the land of Bashan unto Salccah: 

32 And their villages were Etam, and Ain, Rim- J ocl the chief, and Shapham the second, 
mon, and Tochen, and Ashan, five cities: and J anai, and Shaphat in Bashan: and 
and all their villages that were round about their brethren of their fathers' houses; 
the same cities, unto Baal. These were Michael, and Meshullam, and Sheba, and 
theirhabitations,and they have theirgeneal- Jorai, and Jacan, and Zia, and Eber, seven. 

34 ogy. And Meshobab, and Jamlech, and These were the sons of Abihail the son of 1~ 
Joshah the son of Amaziah; and Joel, and Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, 
Jehu the son of Joshibiah, the son of Ser- the son of Michael, the son of J eshishai, the 
aiah, the son of Asiel; and Elioenai, and *For he was the firstborn; but, forasmuch 
Jaakobah, and Jeshohaiah, and Asaiah, and as he defiled his father's couch, his birthright 
Adie!, and Jesimiel, and Bcnaiah; and Ziza was i:iven unto the sons of Joseph the son of 
the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son Israel; and the l(enealogy is not to be recko~ed 
of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the son of after the birthright. For {udah prevailed 2 

38 Shemaiah; these mentioned by name were above his brethren, and o him came the 
princes in their families: and their fathers' prince; but the birthright was Joseph's, 
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son of J ahdo, the son of Buz; Ahi the son of 
Abdiel, the son of Guni, chief of their 

;Ii fathers' houses. And they dwelt in Gilead 
in Bashan, and in her towns, and in all the 
suburbs of Sharon, as far as their borders. 
All these were reckoned by genealogies in 
tlw days of Jotham king of Judah, and in 
the days of Jeroboam king of Israel. 

ThP sons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and 
the half tribe of ~Ianasseh, of valiant men, 
men able to bear buckler and sword, and to 
shoot with bow, and skilful in war, were 
fortv and four thousand seven hundred and 
threescore, that were able to go forth to war. 
,\nd they made war with the Hagrites, with 

""'Jetur, and Naphish, and Nodab. And they 
were helped against them, and the Hagrites 
were delivered into their hand, and all that 
were with them: for thC\" cried to God in 
the battle, and he was intreated of them; 

21 hecause they put their trust in him. And 
thev took aw av their cattle; of their camels 
fifty thousand·, and of sheep two hundred 
and lift,· thousand, and of asses two thou
sand, a·nd of men an hundred thousand. 
For there fell manv slain, because the war 
was of God. Ancl°they dwelt in their stead 
until the captidty. 

23 And the children of the half tribe of 
~fanasseh dwelt in the land: they increased 
from Bashan unto Baal-hermon and Senir 
and mount Hermon. And these were the 
heads of their fathers' houses; even Epher, 
and Ishi, and Elie!, and Azricl, and Jere
miah, and Hodaviah, and Jahdicl, mighty 
men of valour, famous men, heads of their 
fathers' houses. 

25 And they trespassed against the God of 
their fathers, and went a whoring after the 
gods of the peoples of the land, whom God 
destroved before them. And the God of 
Israel· stirred up the spirit of Pul king of 
Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgath-pilncser 
king of Assvria, and he carried them awav, 
e\"Cn the Reubenites, and the Gaditcs, and 
the half tribe of :\1anassch, and brought 
them untn Halah, and Habor, and Hara, 
and to the river of Gozan, unto this day. 

I Chronicles 

Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Ahi
maaz; and Ahimaaz bcgat Azariah, and 
Azariah begat J ohanan; and J ohanan begal 10 

Azariah, (he it is that executed the priest's 
office in the house that Solomon built in 
Jerusalem:) and Azariah begat Amariah, 
and Amariah begat Ahitub; and Ahitub 
begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Shallum; 
and Shallum begat Hilkiah, and Hilkiah 13 
begat Azariah; and Azariah begat Seraiah, 
and Seraiah begat Jehozadak; and Jchoza
dak went into captivity, when the LORD 
carrie<;I away Judah and Jerusalem by the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 

The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, 16 
and Merari. And these he the names of the 
sons of Gershom; Libni and Shimei. And 
the sons of Kohalh were Amram, and Izhar, 
and Hebron, and Uzziel. The sons of 
Merari; Mahli and Mushi. And these are 
the families of the Levites according lo tlwir 
fathers' houses. Of Gershom; Libni his 20 

son, J ahath his son, Zimmah his son; J oah 
his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, Jcathc
rai his son. The sons of Kohath; Ammin
adab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son; 
Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son, anrl 
Assir his son; Tahath his son, Urirl his son, 2-1 
l!zziah his son, and Shaul his son. Ancl 
the sons of Elkanah; Amasai, and Ahi
moth. As for Elkanah: the sons of El
ka nah; Zophai his son, and N ahath his son; 
Eliab his son, Jcroham his son, Elkanah his 
son. And the sons of Samuel; the first- 28 
born J ocl, and the second A bi ah. The sons 
of Merari; Mahli, Libni his son, Shimci his 
son, Uzzah his son; Shimca his son, Hag
giah his son, Asaiah his son. 

And these arc they \\"horn David set m·er 31 
the service of song in the house of the LORD, 
after that the ark had rest. And they 
ministered with song before the tabernacle 
of the tent of meeting, until Solomon. had 
built the house of the LORD in Jerusalem: 
and they wailed on their office according lo 
their order. And these are they that waited, 33 
and their sons. Of the sons of the Kohath
itcs: Heman the singer, the son of J od, 
the son of Samuel; the sun of Elkanah, 

6 ·~";· ThcsonsofLcvi:Gershon,Kohath, the son of Jcroham, the son of Elicl, the 
and :\lerari. And the sons of Kohath; Am- son of Toah; the son of Zuph, the son of 35 
ram, lzhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel. And Elkanah, the son of l\Jahath, the son of 
the children of Amram: Aaron, and Moses, Amasai; the son of Elkanah, thr son of 
and Miriam. And the sons of Aaron; Nadab Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zeph-
and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. Eleazar aniah; the son of Ta hath, the son of 
begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abishua; Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of 

5 and Abishua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat Korah; the son of Jzhar, the son of Kohath, 
Uzzi; and Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerah- the son of Levi, the son of Israel. And his 39 
iah begat Meraioth; Meraioth begat brother Asaph, who stood on his ri~ht 
Amariah, and Amariah begat Ahitub; and hand, even Asaph the son of Bcrcchiah, the 
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40 son of Shi me a; the son of Michael, the son 
of Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah; the son 
of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah; 
the son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the 
son of Shimei; the son of J aha th, the son 

44 of Gershom, the son of Levi. And on the 
left hand their brethren the sons of Mcrari: 
Ethan the son of Kishi, the son of Abdi, 
the son of Malluch; the son of Hashabiah, 
the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah; 
the son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son 

47 of She mer; the son of Mahli, the son of 
Mushi, the son of lVIerari, the son of Levi. 
And their brethren the Levites were ap
pointed for all the service of the tabernacle 
of the house of God. 

49 But Aaron and his sons offered upon the 
altar of burnt offering, and upon the altar 
of incense, for all the work of the most 
holy place, and to make atonement for 
Israel, according to all that Moses the ser-

50 vant of God had commanded. And these 
arc the sons of Aaron; Eleazar his son, 
Phinehas his son, Abishua his son; Bukki 
his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son; 
l\Ieraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub 
his son; Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son. 

54 Now these arc their dwelling places 
according to their encampments in their 
borders: to the sons of Aaron, of the 
families of the Kohathites, for theirs was 
the first lot, to them they gave Hebron in the 
land of Judah, and the suburbs thereof 

56 round about it; but :he fields of the city, 
and the villages thereof, they gave to Caleb 
the son of J cphunnch. And to the sons of 
Aaron they gave the cities of refuge, He
bron; Libnah also with her suburbs, and 
J attir, ar>d Eshtcmoa with her suburbs; 
and Hilen with her suburbs, Dcbir with her 

59 suburbs; and Ashan with her suburbs, 
and Beth-she mesh with her suburbs: and 
out .of the tribe of Benjamin; Gcba with 
her suburbs, and Allemeth with her sub
urbs, and Anathoth with her suburbs. 
All their cities throughout their families 

61 were thirteen cities. And unto the rest of 
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the cities with their suburbs. And the,· 61 
gave by lot out of the tribe of the children · 
of Judah, and out of the tribe of the chil
dren of Simeon, and out of the tribe of the 
children of Benjamin, these cities which arc 
mentioned by name. And some of the r,r, 
families of the sons of Kohath had cities 
of their borders out of the tribe of Ephraim. 
And lhey gave unto them the cities of 
refuge, Shechem in the hill country of 
Ephraim with her suburbs; Gezer also 
with her suburbs; and J okmeam with c,3 
her suburbs, and Beth-horon with her 
suburbs; and Aijalon with her suburbs, 
and Gath-rimmon with her suburbs: and 
out of the half tribe of Manasseh; Aner 
with her suburbs, and Bileam with her 
suburbs, for the rest of the family of the 
sons of Kohath. Unto the sons of Gershom 71 
were giYen, out 'of the family of the half 
tribe of Manasseh, Golan in Bash an with her 
suburbs, and Ashtaroth wilh her suburbs: 
and out of the tribe of Issachar; Kcdesh 
with her suburbs, Dnberath with her 
suburbs; and Ramoth with her suburbs, 
and Anem with her suburbs: and out of the 74 
tribe of Asher; Masha! with her suburbs, 
and Abdon with her suburhs; and Hukok 
with her suburbs, and Rehob with her 
suburbs: and out of the tribe of Naphtali; 
Kedesh in Galilee with her suburbs. and 
Hammon with her suburbs, and Kiria
thaim with her suburbs. Unto the rest of 77 
the Levites, the sons of Merari, were given, 
out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmono with 
her suburbs, Tabor with her suburbs: and 
beyond the Jordan at Jericho, on the east 
side of Jordan, were given them, out of the 
tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the wilderness 
with her suburbs, and J ahzah with her 
suburbs, and Kedemoth with her suburbs, 79 
and Mephaath with her suburbs: and out 
of the tribe of Gad; Ramoth in Gilead 
with her suburbs, and Mahanaim with her 
suburbs, and Heshbon with her suburbs, 
and J azer with her suburbs. 

the sons of Kohath were given by lot, out Issachar. And of the sons of Issachar; 7 
of the family of the tribe, out of the half Tola, and l'uah, Jashub, ancfShimron, four. 
tribe, the half of Manasseh, ten cities. And the sons of Tola; Uzzi, and Rephaiah, 
And to the sons of Gershom, according to and J eriel, and J ahmai, and Ibsam, and She-
their families, out of the tribe of Issachnr, muel, heads of their fathers' houses, to wit, 
and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the of Tola; mighty men of valour in their 
tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe of generations: their number in the days of 

63 Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities. Unto David was two and twenty thousand and 
the sons of Merari were given by lot, accord- six hundred. And the sons of Uzzi; 3 
ing to their families, out of the tribe of Izrahiah: and the sons of Izrahiah; 
Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and Michael, and Obadiah, and Joel, Isshiah, 
out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. five: all of them chief men. And with 
And the children of Israel gave to the Levites them, by their generalions, after their 

392 



Ecclesiastical Chronicles e<-

fathers' houses, were bands of the host for 
wur, six and thirlv thousand: for thrv hnd 

S mnnv whes and sons. And their brethren 
among all the families of Issuchar, mighly 
men of \'a lour, reckoned in all by genealogy, 
were foursrorc and seven thousand. 

6 Benjamin. The sons of Benjamin; Dela, 
and Berlwr, aml J ediael, three. And the 
sons of Bela; Ezbon, and Uzzi, and Czziel, 
and J erimoth, and Iri, five; heads of fathers' 
houses, mighty men of valour; and they 
were reckoned by genealogy twenty and two 

8 i!.ousand allll thirtv and four. And the 
~ons of Becher; Zeinirah, and J uash, and 
Eliez<~r, and Eli<wnai, anrl Omli, and J cre
moth, and Abijah, and Anathoth, and Ale
meth. All these were the sons of Becher. 

9 .-\nd they were reckoned by genealogy, 
after their generations, heads of their 
fathers' houses, mighty men of valour, 
t\\'cntv thousand and l\\'o hundre<l. And 
the so.ns of J cdiacl; Dilhan: and the sons of 
Bilhan; J eush, an<l Benjamin, and Ehud, 
and Chenaanah. and Zethan, and Tarshish, 

n and Ahishahar. All these were sons of 
J ediael, according to the heads of their 
fathers' houses, mighty men cf valour, 
snenlcen thousand and two hundrC'd, that 
\\'ere able to go forth in the host for war. 
Shuppim also, and Huppim, the sons of Ir, 
Hushim, the sons of Aher. 

<3 Naphtali. The sons of~ aphtali; J ahzicl, 
:incl (;uni, and Jczcr, and Shallum, the 
~<ms of Ililhah. 

q The Children of Joseph. The son~ of 
)fanasseh; Asricl, whom his wife bare: 
(his concubine the Aramitess bare Machir 
the· father of Gilead: and Machir took 
a wife of Huppim and Shuppim, whose 
sistcr·s name was ::\Iaacah ;) and the name of 
the second was Zelophchad: and Zclophehad 

16 ha<l daughters. And '.\faacah the wife of 
)Jachir bare a son, and she rnllerl his name 
Pncsh; and the name of his brother was 
Shercsh; and his sons were lllam and 
Rakcm. And the sons of Ulam; Dedan. 
These were the sons of Gilead the son of 

13 \lachir, the son of :\lanasseh. And his 
<i'.'tcr Hammolcchelh bare Jshhod, and 
.\hiczer, and '.\Jahlah. And the sons of 
Shrmida were Ahian, and Shechcm, and 
Likhi, and Aniam. 

20 And the sons of Ephraim; Shuthclah, 
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and Dered his son, and Tahath his son, and 
Eleadah his son, and Tahath his son, and 21 

Zabad his son, and Shuthelah his son, 
and Ezer, and Elead, whom the men of 
Gath that were born in the land slew, be
cause they came do\\'n to lake away their 
cattle. And Ephraim their father mourned 22 

many days, and his brethren came to com
fort him. And he went in lo his wife, 
and she concch·ed, and bare a son, and he 
called his nan1e 'Deriah,' because it 'went 
evil' with his house. And his daughter 24 
was Shecrah, who built Beth-boron the 
nether and lhe upper, and Uzzen-sheerah. 
And Rephah was his son, and Rcsheph, 
and Telah his son, and Tahan his son; 
Ladan his son, Ammihud his son, Elishama 
his son; Nun his son, Joshua his son. 

And their possessions and habitations 28 
were Beth-el and the towns thereof, and 
cast\\.'ard Kaaran, and westward Uezcr, 
with the towns thel"eof; Shechem also and 
the towns thereof, unto Azzah and the 
towns thereof: and by the borders of the 29 
children of Manasseh, Beth-shean and her 
towns, Tannach and her towns, Megiddo 
and her towns, Dor and ·her towns. In 
these dwelt the children of Joseph the son 
of Israel. 

Asher. The sons of Asher; Imnah, and 30 
lshvah, and Ishvi, and Beriah, and Serah 
their sister. And the sons of llcriah; 
Heber, and Malchiel, who was the father of 
Ilirzaith. And Heber begat Japhlet, and 
Shomer, and Holham, and SllUa their 
sister. And the sons of J aphlet; Pasarh, 33 
and Bimhal, and Ashvath. Theec arc the 
children of J aphlt•t. And the sons of 
Shcmer; Ahi, and Rohgah, Jchubbah, 
and Aram. And the sons of Helem his 
brother; Zophah, ond Imna, and Shelcsh, 
and Amal. The sons of Zophah; Suah, 36 
and Harnepher, ond Shual, and Deri, and 
Imrah; Bezer, and Hod, and Shamma, 
and Shllshah, and llhran, and Beetn. 
Anrl the sons of }ether; Jephunneh, and 
Pispa, and Ara. And the sons of Ulla; 
Arah, and Hannicl, and Ritia. All these 40 
were the children of Asher, heads of the 
fathers' houses, choice and mighty men of 
valour, chief of the princes. And the 
number of them reckoned by genealogy 
for scrvire in war was twent v and six thou-
sand men. • 

E. - Genealogy of the Tribe of Benjamin and the Family of Saul 
8 And Benjamin bcgat Bela his firstborn, I And Bela had sons, Addar, and Oera, and 3 

Ashbel the second, and Aharah .the third; Abihud; and Ablshua, and Naaman, 
:--lohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. and Ahoah; and Cera, and Shephuphan, 
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6 and Huram. And these arc the sons 
of Ehud: these are the heads of fathers' 
houses of the inhabitants of Gcba, and 
they carried them captive to Manahath: 
and Naaman, and Ahijah, and Gera, he 
carried them captive; and he begat Uzza 

8 and Ahihud. A'ld Shaharaim begat chil
dren in the field of Moab, after he had 
scnl them away; Hushim and Baara were 
his wives. And he hegat of Hodesh his 
wife, Johah, and Zibia, and Mcsha, and 
Malcam; and Jeuz, and Shachia, and 
Mirmah. These were his sons, heads of 

II lathers' houses. And of Hushim he begat 
Abituh and Elpaal. And the sons of El
paal; Eber, ancl Mis ham, and Shemed, 
who built Ono and Loci, with the towns 
thereof: and Beriah, and Shema, who were 
heads of fathers' houses of the inhabitants 
of Aijalon, who put to Jlight the inhabitants 

14 of (;ath; and Ahio, Shashak, and Jere
moth; and Zebadiah, and Arad, and 
Eder; and Michael, and Ishpah, and J oha, 
the sons of lleriah; and Zebadiah, and 
Meshullam, and Hizki, and Heber; and 
Ishmerai, and Izliah, and J obab, the sons 

19 of Elpaal; and· J akim, and Zichri, and 
Zabdi; and Elienai, and Zillethai, and 
Fliel; and Adaiah, and Bcraiah, and Shim
rath, the sons of Shimei; and Ishpan, 
and Eber, and Elie!; and Abdon, and 

24 Zichri, and Hanan; and Hananiah, and 
Elam, and Anthothijah; and Iphdeiah, 
and Penuel, the sons of Shashak; and 
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Shamsherai, and Shchariah, and Athaliah; 
and J aareshiah, and Elijah, and Zichri, the 
sons of J eroham. These were heads of 28 
fathers' houses throughout their generations, 
chief men: these dwelt in Jerusalem. And 
in Gibeon there dwelt the father of Gibeon, 
J eiel, whose wife's name was Maarah: 
and his firstborn son Abdon, and Zur, and 
Kish, and Baal, and Nadab; and Gedor, 
and Ahio, and Zecher. And Miklolh begat 32 
Shimeah. And they also dwelt with their 
brethren in Jerusalem, over against their 
brethren. And Ner begat Kish; and Kish 
begat Saul; and Saul begat Jonathan, 
and Malchi-shua, and Abinadab, and 
Eshbaal. And the son of Jonathan was 34 
Merib-baal; and Merib-baal begat Micah. 
And the sons of Micah; Pithon, and 
Melech, and Tarea, and Ahaz. And Ahaz 
begat Jchoaddah; and J ehoacldah begat 
Alemelh, and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and 
Zimri begat Moza: and Maza begat Binea; 37 
Raphah was his son, Elcasah his son, Azel 
his son: an<l Azel had six sons, whose names 
are these; Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ish
mael, and Sheariah, and Obadiah, and 
Hanan. All lhese were the sons of Azel. 
And the sons of Eshek his brother; Ulam 39 
his firstborn, J eush the second, and Eliphe-
let the third. And the sons of Ulam were 
mighty men of valour, archers, and had 
many sons, and sons' sons, an hundred and 
fifty. All these were of the sons of Ben
jamin. 

F. - Families and their Allotm,ent after the Return 
9 So all Israel were reckoned by genealo- the son of Ibnijah; and their brethren, 

gies; and, behold, they arc written in the according to their generations, nine hundred 
book of the kings of Israel. And Judah and fifty and six. All these men were 
was carried away captive to Babylon for heads of fathers' houses by their fathers' 
their transgression. Now the first inhabit- houses. 
ants that dwelt in their possessions in their And of the priests; J edaiah, and J e- ro 
cities were, Israel, the priests, the Levites, hoiarib, J achin; and Azariah the son of 

3 and the Nethinim. And in Jerusalem Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of 
dwelt of the children of Judah, and of the Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of 
children of Benjamin, and of the children Ahitub, the ruler of the house of God; 
of Ephraim and Manasseh; Uthai the son and Adaiah the son of J eroham, the son 12 

of Ammihud, lhe son of Omri, the son of of Pashhur, the son of Malrhijah, and 
Imri, the son of Bani, of the children of Maasai the son of Adie!, the son of 

5 Perez the son of Judah. And of the Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son 
Shilonites; Asaiah the firstborn, and his of Mcshillemith, the son of Im mer; and 13 
sons. And of the sons of Zerah; J euel, their brethren, heads of their fathers' 
and their brethren, six hundred and houses, a thousand and seven hundred 
ninety. And of the sons of Benjamin; and threescore; very able men for the 
Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of work of the service of the house of God. 

a Hodaviah, the son of Hassenuah; and And of the Levites; Shemaiah the son of 
lbneiah the son of Jeroham, and Elah the Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
son of Uzzi, the son of Michri, and Meshul- Hashabia\l, of the sons of Merari; and 15 
lam the son of Shcphatiah, the son of Reuel, Bakbakka'r, Heresh, and Gala!, and Mat-
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taniah the son of l\Iica, the ~on of Zichri, 
16 the son of .\saph; and Obadiah the son of 

Shemaiah, the son of Gala!, the son of 
Teduthun, and Herechiah the son of Asa, 
ihe son of Elkanah, that dwelt in the vil
lages of the '\etophathites. 

17 Ami the pone"; Shall um, and Akkub, 
and Talmon, an<l Ahiman, and their breth
ren; Shall um was the chief; who hitherto 
waited in the king's gate -eastward: they 
were the porters for the camp of the chil-

19 dren of Le,·i. And Shallum the son of 
Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of 
Korah, and his brethren, of his father's 
house, the Korahites, were over the work 
of the service, keepers of the gales of the 
tabernade: and their fathers had been 
owr the camp of 1he LORD, keepers of the 

20 entrv; and Phinehas the son of Eleazar 
was· ruler over them in time past, and the 
LORD was with him. Zechariah the son of 
~!eshelemiah was porter of the door of the 
tent of meeting. All these which were 
chosen to be portprs in the gates were two 
hundred and tweh·e. These were reckoned 
by genealogy in their villages, whom D~vid 
and Samuel the seer did ordain in their set 

23 office. So thev and their children had the 
m·ersight of t lie gates of the house of the 
LORD, e\•en the hous<· of the tabernacle, by 
wards. On the four si<les were the porters, 
toward the east, west, north, and south. 
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And their brethren, in their villages, were 
to come in every seven days from time 
to time to be with them: for the four chief 26 
porters, who were Levites, were in a set 
office, and were over the chambers and over 
the treasuries in the house of God. And 
they lodged round about the house of God, 
because the charge thereof was upon them, 
and to them pertained the ope!jing thereof 
morning by morning. And certain of them 28 
had charge of the vessels of service; for 
by tale were they brought in and by tale 
were thev taken out. Some of them also 
were appointed over the furniture, and over 
all the vessels of the sanctuary, and over 
the fine flour, and the wine, and the oil, 
and the frankincense, and the spices. And 30 
some of the sons of the priests prepared the 
confection of the spices. And Mallithiah, 
one of the Levites, who was the firsthorn of 
Shallum the Korahite, had the set office 
over the things that were baked in pans. 
And some of their brethren, of the sons of 32 
the Kohathites, were over the shewbread, 
to prepare it every sabbath. And these are 
the singers, heads of fathers' houses of the 
Levites, who dwelt in the chambers and 
were free from other service: for they were 
employed in their work day and ·night. 
These were heads of fathers' houses of the 34 
Levites, throughout their generations, chief 
men: these dwelt at Jerusalem. 

CHROJ\'JCLE 11.-THE KINGDOM OF DAVID AND SOLOMON 

Genealogy of Saul's House 
35 . .\11d in Giheon there dwelt the father of 

Gilx·on, J eicl, whose wife's name was 
'.\laacah: and his firstborn son Abdon, an<l 
Zur, and Kish, and Baal, and Ner, and 
'\ arlah; and Gedor, and Ahio, and Ze<·h-

38 ariah, and :\likloth. And Mikloth hegat 
~himram. Anrl thev also dwelt with their 
brethren in Jerusall:m, over against their 
brethren. And "er hegat Kish; and Kish 
hrgat Saul; anrl Saul begat Jonathan, 
and '.\lakhi-shua, and Abinadab, and Esh-

40 haal. And the son of Jonathan was 

Merib-baal; and Merib-baal begat Micah. 
And the sons of Micah; Pithon, and Melech, 
and Tahrea, and Ahaz. And Ahaz begat 
J a rah; and J arah begat Alemeth, and 
Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begat 
Moza: and Moza begat Binea; and 43 
Rephaiah his son, Eleasah his son, Azel 
his son: and Azel had six sons, whose 
names are these; Azrikam, Bocheru, and 
Ishmael, and Sheariah, and Obadiah, 
and Hanan: these were the sons of 
Azel. 

Now the Philistines rough! against Israel: and the men of Israel Red from before 10 
the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilhoa. And the Philistines followed 
hard after Saul and after his son; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, 
and !\Ialchi-shua, the sons of Saul. And the battle went sore against . 
Saul, and the archers overtook him ; and he was distressed by reason of ~e1 11;~ of 
the archers. Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, avi 
and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and abuse me. 
But his annourbearcr would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took his 
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s sword, and fell upon it. And when his armourbearcr saw that Saul was dead, he 
likewise fell upon his sword, and died. So Saul died, and his three sons; and all 
his house died together. And when all the men of Israel that were in the valley 
saw that they fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook their cities, 
and fled; and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

B And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, 
that they found Saul and his sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they stripped him, 
and took Iris head, and his armour, and sent into the "land of the Philistines round 
about, to carry the tidings unto their idols, and to the people. And they put his 
armour in the house of their gods, and fastened his head in the house of Dagon. 

II And when all Jabesh-gilead heard all that the Philistines had done to Saul, all the 
valiant men arose, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, and 
brought them to Jabesh, and buried their bones under the oak in Jabesh, and fasted 
seven days. So Saul died for his trespass which he committed against the LORD, 
because of the word of the LORD, which he kept not; and also for that he asked 
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to inquire thereby, and inquired not of the 
LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the son of Jesse. 

11 Then all Israel gathered themselves to David unto Hebron, saying, Behold, we 
are thy bone and thy flesh. In times past, even when Saul was king, it was thou that 
leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the LORD thy God said unto thee, Thou 
shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over my people Israel. So all 
the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and David made a covenant with 
them in Hebron before the LORD; and they anointed David king over Israel, accord
ing to the word of the LORD by the hand of Samuel. 

4 And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (the same is Jebus); and the Jebusites, 
the inhabitants of the land, were there. And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, 
Thou shalt not come in hither. Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion; 
the same is the city of David. And David said, Whosoever srniteth the Jcbusites 
first shall be chief and captain. And Joab the son of Zcruiah went up first, and 

7 was made chief. And David dwelt in the strong hold; therefore they called it the 
city of David. And he built the city round about, from Millo even round about: and 
Joab repaired the rest of the city. And David waxed greater and greater; for the LORD 
of hosts was with him. 

David's Mighty Men 
ro Now these arc the chief of the mighty men into the ca ye of Adullam; and the host of 

whom David had, who shewed themselves the Philistines were enramped in the valley 
strong with him in his kingdom, together of Rephaim. And David was then in the 16 
with all Israel, lo make him king, according hold, and the garrison of the Philistines was 
to the word of the LORD concerning Israel. then in Beth-Jehem. And David longed, 

II And this is the number of the mighty men and said, Oh that one would give me 
whom David had: Jashobeam, the son of water to drink of the well of Be!h-lchem, 
a Hachmonitc, the chief of the thirty; he which is by the gate! And the three 18 
lifted up his spear against three hundred and brake through the host of the Philistinrs, 
slew them at one time. And after him was and drew water out of the well of Bcth-
Eleazar the son of Dodo the Ahohite, who !chem, that was by the gate, and took it, 

13 was one of the three mighty men. He and brought it to David: but David would 
was with David nt Pas-dammim., and there not drink thereof, hut poured it out unto the 
1hc Philistines were gathered together to LORD, and said, My God forbid it me, that 19 
battle, where was a plot of ground full of I should do this: shall ! drink the blood 
barley; and the people fled from before of these men !hat have put their lh-es in 

14 the Philistines. And they stood in the jeopardy? for wlth the jeopardy of their 
midst of the plot, and defended it, and slew lives they brought it. Therefore he would 
the Philistines; and the LORD saved them not drink it. These things did the three 
by a great victory. And three of the thirty mighty men. And Abishai, the brother of 20 

chief went down to the rock to David, Joab, he was chief of the three: for he 
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lifted up his spear against three hundred in war. They were armed with bows, and 2 

and slew them, and had a name among could use both the right hand and the kft 
the thr<'<'. Of the thr.,.,, he was more in slinging stones and in shooting arrows 
honoura hie than the two, and was ma.de from the bow; they were of Saul's brethren 
their captain: howbeit he attained not to of Benjamin. The chief was Ahiezer, then 3 

""the first three. Benaiah the 600 of Jehoiada, Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Giheathile; 
the son of a ,·aliant man of Kabzeel, who and Jeziel, and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; 
had done might,· deeds, he s.le'i' the two and Beracah, and Jehu the Anathothite; 
sons of Ariel of l\Ioab: he went down also and Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man 
and slew a lion iu the midst of a pit in time among the thirty, and over the thirty; 

23 of snow. And he slew an Egyptian, a man and Jeremiah, and Jahaziel, and Johanan, 
of great stature, five cubits high; and in Lhe and Jozabad the Gederathite; Elu7.ai, and 5 
Egyptian's hand was a spear like a weaYer's Jcrimoth, and Bealiah, and Shemariah, 
beam; and he went dmrn to him with a and Shephatiah the Haiuphite; Elkanah, 
stall, and plud.eJ the spear out of the and Isshiah, and Azarel, and Joezer, and 
Egyptian's hand, and slew him with his Jashobcam, the Korahites; and Joelah, and 

24 own spear. These things did Benaiah the Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor. 
son of Jehoiada, and bad a name among And of lhe Gadiles there separated them- 8 
the three mighty men. Behold, he was selves unto David lo the hold in the wil-
more honourable than the thirtv, but he derness, mighty men of valour, men trained 
attained not lo the first three: a.'nd David for war, that could handle shield and spear; 
set him over his guard. whose faces were like the faces of lions, and 

26 Also the mighty men of the armies; they were as swift as the roes upon the 
Asahcl the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son mountains; Ezer the chief, Obadiah the 9 
of Dodo of Bcth-lehem; Shammoth the 1 second, Eliab lhe third; Mishmannah the 
Harorile, Helez the Pelonite; Ira the son of fourth, Jeremiah the fifth; Attai the sixth, 
Ikkesh the Tl'koite, Abiezer the Anatho- Eliel the seventh; Johanan the eighth, 

29 thite; Sibhccai the Hushathite, llai the El7.abad the ninth; Jeremiah the tenth, 
Ahohite; Maharai the Netophathite, He led Machbannai the eleventh. These of the 14 
the son of Ilaanah the Netophathite; sons of Gad were ca plains of the host: 
Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of the he that was least was equal to an hundred, 
children of Benjamin, Benaiah the Piralhon- and the greatest to a thousand. These are 
ite; Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abie] they that went over Jordan in the first 

33 the Arhathite; Azma ,·eth the Baharumite, month, when it had overflown all its banks; 
Eliahba the Shaalbonite; the sons of and they put to 11ighl all them of the valleys, 
Hashem the Gizonitc, Jonathan the son of both toward the easl, and toward the west. 
Shage Lhe Hararite; ,\hiam the son of And there came of the chilrlrcn of Benjamin 16 
Sacar the Ifararite, Eliphal the son of l"r; and Judah to the hold unto David. And 

36 Hcpher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the David went out to meet them, and answered 
Pelonitc; Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the and said unlo them, If ye he come peacc-
son of Ezhai; Joel the brother of Nathan, ably unto me to help me, mine heart shall 
Mihhar the son of Hagri; Zelek the Am- be knit unto you: hut if ye be come to 
monitf\ Naharai the llerothitc, the armour- betray me to mine adversaries, seeing there 
hc·arer of Joab the son ofZeru~1h; Ira the is no wrong in mine hands, the God of our 

P lthrite, Gareh the Ithrite; Uriah the Hittite, fathers look thereon, and rebuke it. Then 18 
7..abad the son of Ahlai; Adina the son of the spirit came upon Amasai, who was chief 
Shiza the ReulwniU'. a chief of the Reuben- of the thirtv, and he said, Thine are we, 
ites,and thirtvwith him; Hanan the son David, and.on thy side, thou son of Jesse: 
of !lfaacah, ,;nd Jo:;haphat the Mithnilc; peace, peace be unto thee, and peace he to 
l'zzia the Ashtcrathitc, Shama and Jeiel thine helpers; for thy God helpelh thee. 

IS the sons o[ Botham the Aroerite; Jedial'! Then David received them, and made them 
the son of Shimri, and Joha his hrolher, the captains of the hand. Of Mana.seh also 19 
Tizite; Elie! the Mahavite, and Jeribai, there fell awav some to David, when he 
and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and came with the Philistines against Satil to 
lthmah the Moahite; Elie!, and Obed, battle, but they helped them not: for the 
and Jaasicl the Mezobaite. lords of the Philistines upon advisement sent 

2 Now these arc thcv that came to David him away, saying, He will fall away to his 
to Zik.lag, while he yet kept himself close master Saul to the jeopardy of our heads. 
because of Saul the son of Kish: and they As he went to Ziklag, there fell to him of 20 

were among the mighty men, his helpers Manasseh, Adnah, and Jozabad, and 
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Jediael, and Michael, and Jozabad, and 
Elihu, and Zillethai, captains of thousands 

21 that were of Manasseh. And they helped 
David against the band of rovers: for they 
were all mighty men of valour, and were 
captains in the host. For from day to day 
there came to David to help him, until it 
was a great host, like the host of God. 

23 And these are the numbers of the heads of 
them that were armed for war, which rame 
to David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of 
Saul to him, according to the word of the 
L01m. The chilclren of Judah that bare 
shield and spear were six thousand and 

25 eight hundred, armed for war. Of the 
children of Simeon, mighty men of valour 
for the war, seven thousand and one hun
dred. Of the children of Levi four thou
sand and six hundred. And Jehoiada was 
the leader of the house of Aaron, and with 
him were three thousand and seven hundred: 

28 and Zadok, a young man mighty of valouc, 
and of his father's house twenty and two 
captains. And of the children of Benjamin, 
the brethren of Saul, three thousand: for 
hitherto the greatest part of them had kept 
their allegiance to the house of Saul. 

30 And of the children of Ephraim twenty 
thousand and eight hundred, mighty men 
of valour, famous men in their fathers' 
houses. And of the half tribe of Manasseh 
eighteen thousand, which were expressed 
by name, to come and make David king. 

32 And of the children of Issac ha r, men that 
had understanding of the times, to know 
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what Israel ought to do; the heads of them 
were two hundred; and all their brethren 
were at their commandment. Of Zebu- 3;; 
lun, such as were able to go out in the host, 
that could set the battle in array, with all 
manner of instruments of war, fifty thousand; 
and that could order the battle array, and 
were not of double heart. And of Naphtali 34 
a thousand captains, and with them with 
shield and spear thirty and seven thousand. 
And of the Danites that could set the battle 
in array, twenty and eight thousand and 
six hundred. And of Asher, such as were 
able to go out in the host, that could set the 
battle in array, forty thousand. And on the 37 
other side of Jordan, of the Reubenitcs, 
and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of 
Manasseh, with all manner of instruments 
of war for the battle, an hundred and 
twenty thousand. All these, being men 38 
of war, that could order the battle arrav, 
came with a perfect heart to Hebron, io 
make David king over all Israel: and all 
the rest also of Israel were of one heart to 
make Da \•id king. And they were there 
with David three days, eating and drink
ing: for their brethren had made prepara
tion for them. Moreover they that were 4c 
nigh unto them, even as far as Issachar and 
Zebulun and Naphtali, brought bread on 
asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on 
oxen, victual of meal, cakes of Jigs, and 
dusters of raisins, and wine, and oil, and 
oxen, and sheep in abundance: for there 
was joy in Israel. · 

13 And David consulted with the captains of thousands and of huadreds, even with 
every leader. ·And David said unto all the assembly of Israel, If it seem good unto 
you, and if it be of the LORD our God, let us send abroad every where unto our 
brethren that arc left in all the land of Israel, with whom the priests and Levites are 
in their cities that have suburbs, that they may gather themselves unto us:' and let 
us bring again the ark of our God to us: for we sought not unto it in the days of 

4 Saul. And all the assembly said that they would do so: for the thing was right in 
the eyes of all the people. So David assembled all Israel together, from Shihor the 
brook of Egypt even unto the entering in of Hamath, to bring the ark of God from 
Kiriath-jearim. And David went up, and all Israel, to Baalah, that is, to Kiriath
icarim, which belonged to Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, the LORD 

7 that sitteth upon the cherubim, which is called by the Name. And they carried the 
<!rk of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Al:'nadab: and 
Uzza and Ahio drave the cart. And David and all Israel played before God with 
all their might: even with songs, and with harps, and with psalteries, and with tim
brels, and with cymbals, and with trumpets. And when they came unto the thresh
ing-floor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark; for the oxen stumbled. 
And the anger of the LoRD was kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because he 

II put forth his hand to the ark: and there he died before God. And David was dis
pleased, because the LORD had 'broken forth' upon Uzza: and he called that place 
'Perez-uzza,' unto this da,Y. And David was afraid of God that day, saying, How 
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shall I bring the ark of God home to me? So David remm·ed not the ark unto him 
into the city of DaYid, but carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom the Gillite. 
And the ark of God remained with the family of Obed-edom in his house three 
months: and the LORD blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that he had. 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers lo David, and cedar trees, and masons, 14 
and carpenters, to build him an house. And David perceived that the LORD had 
established him king over Israel, for his kingdom was exalted on high, for his people 
Israel's sake. 

Family of David 
3 And David took more wives at Jerusa-1 Shammua, and Shobab, Nathan, and Solo-

lem: and D;n·id begat more sons and mon; and Ibhar, and Elishua, and Elpckt. s 
<laughters. And these are the names of and l'iogah, and Nepheg, and Japhla; and 
the children which he had in Jerusalem; Elishama, and Bccliada, and Eliphelet. 

And when the Philistines heard that David was anointed king owr all Israel, all a 
the Philistines went up to seek David: and DaYid heard of it, and went out against 
them. Now the Philistines had come and made a raid in the valley of Rephaim. 
And Da,·id inquired of God, saying, Shall I go up against the Philistines' and wilt 
thou deliH~r them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto him, Go up; for I will 
<lcliwr them into thine hand. So they came up to Baal-perazim, and David smote them 1r 

there; and Da,·id said, God hath 'broken' mine enemies by mine hand, like the breach 
of waters. Therefore they called the name of that place 'Baal-perazim.' And they 
left their gods there; and DaYid gave commandment, and they were burned with lire. 

And the Philistines yet again made a raid in the \'alley. And Dadd inquired 13 
again of God; and God said unto him, Thou shalt not go up after them: turn away 
from them, and come upon them oYer against the mulberry trees. And it shall be', 
when thou hearest the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry trees, that 
then thou shalt go out to battle: for God is gone out before thee to smite the host 
of the Philistines. And Da\'icl did as God commanrlcd him: and thev smote the r6 
host of the Philistines from Gibeoi:i even to Gezer. And the fai:ne of Da\·id went out 
into all lands; and the LORD brought the fear of him upon all nations 

And David made him houses in the city of David; and he prepared a place for 15 
the ark of God, and pitched for it a tent. Then David said, None ought to carry 
the ark of God hut the Le\'ites: for them hath the LORD chosen to carry the ark of 
God, and to minister unto him for ever. And David assembled all Israel at Jern
salem, to bring up the ark of the LORD unto its place, which he had prepared for it. 
And Da\'id gathered together the sons of Aaron, and the Levites: of the sonS4 
of Kohath; Uriel the chief, and his brethren an hundred and twenty: of the sons of 
l\Ierari; Asaiah the chief, and his brethren two hunclrccl and twenty: of the sons 
of Gershom; foe[ the chief. and his brethren an hundred and thirtv: of the sons of 
Elizaphan; Sh.emaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred: of th~ sons of Hebron; 
Elie! the chief, and his brethren fourscore: of the sons of Uzzicl; Amminadab the 
chiPf, and his brethren an hundred and twelve. And David called for Zadok and r r 
Aliiathar the priests, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, and Joel, Shemaiah, and 
Eli<'i, and Amminaclab, and said unto them, Ye are the heads o[ the fathers' house.' 
of the Lel"ites: sanctify yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up 
the ark of the LORD, the God of Israel, unto the place that I ha,·e prepared for it. 
For because ye bare it not at the first, the LORD our God made a breach upon us, 13 
for that we sought him not according to the ordinance. So the priests and the 
Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD, the Goel o[ Israrl. 
And the children of the Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with the 
staves thereon, as Moses commanded according to the word of the LORD. 
And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren the singers, 16 
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with instruments of music, psalteries and harps and cymbals, sounding aloud anrl 
17 lifting up the voice with joy. So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and 

of his brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brethren, 
Ethan the son of K ushaiah; and with them their brethren of the second degree, 
Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehicl, and Unni, Eli11b, and 
Renaiah, and Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and Eliphelchu, and Mikneiah, and Obed-

19 cdom, and Jeiel, the doorkeepers. So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were 
appointed, with cymbals of brass to sound aloud; and Zechariah, and Aziel, and 
Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, and Eliab, and Maaseiah, and Benaiah, wi1l1 
psalteries set to Alamoth; and Mattithiah, and Eliphelehu, and Mikneiuh, anc' 

22 Obed-edom, and Jciel, and Azaziah, with harps set to the Sheminith, to lead. Anu 
Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was over the song: he instructed about the song, 
because he was skilful. And Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark. 
And Shebaniah, and Joshaphat, and Nethancl, and Arnasai, and 7.echariah, and 
Ilenaiah, and Eliczer, the priests, did blow with the trumpets before the ark of God: 
and Obed-edom and Jehiah were doorkeepers for the ark. 

25 So David, and the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the house of Obecl-edom with joy: 
and it came to pass, when God helped the Levites that bare the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD, that they sacrificed seven bullocks and seven rams. And David was 
clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the singers, 
and Chcnaniah the master of the song with the singers: and David had upon him an 

28 ephod of linen. Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with 
shouting, and with sound of the cornet, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, sound
ing aloud with psalteries and harps. And it came to pass, as the ark of the covenant of 
the Lmw came to the city of David, that Michal the daughter of Saul looked out at the 
window, and saw king David dancing and playing; and she despised him in her heart. 

l.6 And they brought in the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tent that David had 
pitched for it: and they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before Goel. And 
when David had made an end of offering thr burnt offering and the peace offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of the LORD. And he dealt to every one of Israel, both 
man 'and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, and a portion of flesh, and a cake of raisins. 

4 And he appointed certain of the Levites to minister before the ark of the Lo1w, 
and to celebrate and to thank and praise the LORD, the Goel of Israel: Asaµh the 
chief, and second to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and l\fotti
thiah, and Eliab, and Benaiah, and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, with psalteries and with 
harps; and Asaph with cymbals, sounding aloud; and Benaiah e.nd Jahaziel the 
priests with trumpets continually, before the ark of the covenant of Goel. 

7 Then on that day did David first ordain to give thanks unto the LORD, by the hand 

II 

of Asaph and his brethren. 

Anthems of Worship 
0 give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name; 

Make known his doings among the peoples. 
Sing unto him, sing praises unto him; 

Talk ye of all his marvellous works. 
Glory ye in his holy name: 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD. 
Seek ye the LORD and his strength; 

Seek his face evermore. 
Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; 

His wonders, and the judgements of his mouth; 
0 ye seed of Israel his servant, 
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Ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
He is the LORD our God: 14 

His judgements are in all the earth. 
Remember his cownant for ever, 

The word which he commanded to a thousand generations; 
The covenant which he made with Abraham, 

And his oath unto Isaac; 
And confirmed the same unlo Jacob for a statute, 17 

To Israel for an everlasting covenant: 
Saying, Unto thee will I ,::ive the land of Canaan, 

The lot of your inheritance: 
When ye were hut a few men in number; 

Yra, very few, and sojourners in it; 
And they went about from nation to nation, 20 

And from one kingdom to another people. 
He suffered no man to do them wrong; 

Yea, he reproved kings for their sakes; 
"Touch not mine anointed ones, 

And do my prophcts no harm." 

Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; 23 
Shew forth his salrntion from <lay to day. 

Declare hi,; glory among the n•:.tions, 
His marrellous \l·orks among all the peoples. 

For great is the Lo RD, and highly to be praised: 
He also is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples arc idols: 26 
Ilut the LORD made the hca1·ens. 

Honour and majesty are before him: 
Strength ancl gladness are in his place. 

Gi\'C unto the LORD, ye kindreds of the peoples, 
Give unto the LORD glory and strength. 

Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: 29 
Bring .:m olTe~ing, and come before him ; 

\\'orship the LORD in the beauty of holines6: 
Tremble before him, all the earth. 
The world also is stalilished that it cannot he moved. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 31 
And let them say among the nations, The LORD reigneth. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulnrss thereof; 
Let the field exult, and all that is therein; 

Then shall the trees of the wood sing for joy before the LORD, 
For he cometh to judge the earth. 

0 gi1·c thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: 
For his merry en<lurcth for ever. 

(And say ye) Sa1·e us, 0 God of our salvation, 
An<l gather us together and deliver us from the nations, 

To gi1·c thanks unto thy holy name, 
And to triumph in thy praise. 

Blessed he the LORD, the Go<l of Israel, 30 

From everlasting even to everlasting. 

And all the people said, Amen, and praised th~ LORD. 
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37 So he left there, before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, Asaph and his brethren, 
to minister before the ark continually, as every day's work required: and Obed-edom 
with their brethren, threescore and eight; Obed-edom also the son of Jeduthun and 
Hosah to be doorkeepers: and Zadok the priest, and his brethren the priests, before 
the tabernacle of the LORD in the high place that was at Gibeon, to offer burnt offer
ings unto the LORD upon the altar of burnt offering continually morning and evening, 
even according to all that is written in the law of the LORD, which he commanded 

41 unto Israel; and with them Heman and Jeduthun, and the rest that were chosen, 
who were expressed byname, to give thanks to the LORD, because his mercy endureth for 
ever; and with them Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and cymbals for those 
that should sound aloud, and with instruments for the songs of God: and the sons 
of Jeduthun to be at the gate. And all the people departed every man to his house: 
and Da\'id returned to bless his house. 

17 · And it came to pass, when David dwelt in his house, that David said tc Nathan 
the prophet, Lo, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD dwelleth under curtains. And Nathan said unto David, Do all that is in thine 
heart; for God is with thee. And it came to pass the same night, that the word of 

4 God came to Nathan, saying, Go and tell David my servant, Thus saith the LORD, 
Thou shalt not build me an house to dwell in: for I have not dwelt in an house since 
the day that I brought up Israel, unto this day; but have gone from tent to tent, and 
from one tabernacle to another. In all places wherein I have walked with all Israel, 
spake I a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my 

7 people, saying, Why have ye not built me an house of cedar? Now therefore thus 
shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I took thee 
from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, that thou shouldest be prince over my 
people Israel: and I have been with thee whithersoever thou wen test, and have cut 
off all thine enemies from before thee; and I will make thee a name, like unto the 

9 name of the p;reat ones that arc in the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in their own place, and be moved 
no more; neither shall the children of wickedness waste them any more, as at the 
first, and as from the day that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel; 
and I will subdue all thine enemies. l\foreover I tell thee that the LORD will built! 
thee an house. And it shall come to pass, when thy days be fulfilled that thou must 
go to be with thy fathers, that I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy 

12 sons; and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build me an house, and I will 
establish his throne for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son: and I 
will not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from him that was before thee: 
but I will settle him in mine house and in my kingdom forever: and his throne shall be 
established for ever. According to all these words, and according to all this vision, 
so did Nathan speak unto David. 

16 Then Da\'id the king went in, and sat before the LORD; and he said, Who am I, 
0 LORD God, and what is my house, that thou hast brought me thus far? And this 
was a small thing in thine eyes, 0 God; but thou hast spoken of thy servant's housr 
for a great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the estate of a man of 
high degree, 0 LORD God. What can David say yet more unto thee concerning the 

lg honour which is done to thy servant? for thou knowest thy servant. 0 LORD, for 
thy servant's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou wrough': ail this 
greatness, to make known all these great things. 0 LORD, there is ns~~ 
like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we have 

21 heard with our ears. And what one nation in the earth is like thy people Israel, 
whom God went to redeem unto himself for a people, to make thee a name by great 
and terrible things, in driving out nations from before thy people, which thou re
deemedst out of Egypt? For thy people Israel didst thou make thine own people 

40~ 



Ecclesiastical Chronicles 9<-- I Chronicles 

for ever; and thou, LORD, becamest their God. And now, 0 LORD, let the word 23 
that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, be cstabli;,hed 
for ever, and do as thou hast spoken. And let thy name be established and magnified 
for e\·er, saying, The LORD of hosts is the God of Israel, even a God to Israel: and 
the house of Da\'id thy sen•ant is established before thee. For thou, 0 my God, 25 
hast revealed to thy servant that thou wilt build him an house: therefore hath thy 
sen·ant found in his heart to pray before thee. And now, 0 LORD, thou art God, 
and hast promised this good thing unto thy servant: and now it hath pieased thee 
to bless the house of thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for thou, 
0 LORD, hast blessed, and it is blessed for ever. 

And after this it came to pass, that David smote the Philistines, and subdued 18 
them, and took Gath and her towns out of the hand of the Philistines. And he 
smote :Moab; and the l\foabites became servants to David, and brought presents. 
And Da,·id smote Hadarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he wcnl to stablish his 
dominion by the ri\"Cr Euphrates. And Da,·id took from him a thousand chariots, 
and seYen thousand horsemen, and twenty thousand footmen: and Da\'id houghcd 
all the chariot horses, but reserwd of them for an hundred chariots. And when the s 
Syrians of Damascus came to succour Hadarezer king of Zobah, Da,·id smote of the 
Syrians two and twenty thousand men. Then Da,·id put garrisons in Syria of 
Damascus; and the Syrians became servants to Da,·id, and brought presents. Ancl 
the LORD gaye Yictory to DaYid whithcrsoeYer he went. And David took the shields 
of gold that were on the servants of Hadarezcr, and brought them to Jerusalem. 
And from Tibhath and from Cun, cities of Hadarezer, David took vcl)' much brass, B 
wherewith Solomon made the brasen sea, and the pillars, and the vessels of brass. 
And when Tou king of Hamath heard that DaYid had smitten all the host of IIadarezer 
king of Zobah, he sent Hadoram his son to king Da\'id, to salute him, and to bless 
him, because he had fought against Hadarczcr and smitten him; for Hadarczer had 
wars with Tou; and he had with him all manner of vessels of gold and sih·cr and 
brass. These also did king David dedicate unto the LORD, with the sih-er and the 11 

gold that he carried away from all the nations; from Edom, and from ~Ioab, and 
from the children of Ammon, and from the Philistines, and from Amalek. More· 
o\·er Abishai the son of Zcruiah smote of the Edomites in the Valley of Salt eighteen 
thousand. And he put garrisons in Edom; anc! all the Edomites became sen·ants 
to David. And the LORD gave victory to David whithersocver he went. 

Officers of David 
,4 And David reigned over all Israel; and the son of Ahitub, and Abimclech the son 

he executed judgement and justice unto all of Abiathar were priests; ancl Shavsha was 
his people. And Joab the son of Zcruiah scribe; and Bcnaiah the son of Jchoiada "''" 17 
was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the over the Cherethites and the Pclethitcs; and 
son of Ahilud was recorder. And Zadok the sons of Davie] were chief about the king. 

And it came to pass after this, that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon 19 
died, and his son reigned in his stead. And David said, I will shew kindness unto 
Hanun the son of Nahash, because his father shewed kindness to me. So David sent 
messengers to comfort him concerning his father. And David's servants came into 
the la~d of the children of Ammon to Hamm, to comfort him. But the princes of 3 
the children of Ammon said to Hanun, Thinkest thou that David doth honour thy 
father, that he hath sent comforters unto thee? arc not his servants come unto thee 
for to search, and to O\'erthrow, and to spy out the land? So Hanun took David's 
servants, and shaved them, and cut off their garments in the rni<ldle, even to their 
buttocks, and sent them away. Then there went certain, and told David how the s 
men were served. And he sent to meet them; for the men were greatly ashamed. 
And the king said, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be grown, and then return. 
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And when the children of Ammon saw that they had made themselves odious to 
David, Hanun and the children of Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver to hire 
them chariots and horsemen out of Mesopotamia, and out of Aram-maacah, and out 

7 of Zobah. So they hired them thirty and two thousand chariots, and the king of 
Maacah and his people; who came and pitched before Medeba. And the children 
of Ammon gathered themselves together from their cities, and came to battle. And 
when David heard of it, he sent Joab, and all the host of the mighty men. And the 
children of Ammon came out, and put the battle in array at the gate of the citv: 

ro and the kings that were come were by themselvf's in the field. Now when Joab 
saw that tile battle was set against him before and behind, he chose of all the choice 
men of Israel, and put them in array aganst the Syrians. And the rest of the people 
he comrnitled into the hand of Abishai his brother, and they put themselves in array 
against the children of Ammon. And he said, If the Syrians be too strong for me, 
then thou shalt help me: but if the children of Ammon be too strong for thee, then 

13 I will help thee. Ile of good courage, and let us play the men for our people, and for 
the cities of our Goel: and the LORD do that which seemeth him good. So Joah 
and the people that were with him drew nigh before the Syrians unto the battle; 
and they fled bdore him. And when the children of Ammon saw that the Syrians 
were fled, they likewise fled before Abishai bis brother, and entered into the city. 

16 Then Joab came to Jerusalem. And when the Syrians saw that they were put 
to the worse before Israel, they sent messengers, and drew forth the Syrians that were 
beyond the River, with Shophach the captain of the host of Ha<larezer at their head. 
And it was told David; and he gathered all Israel together, and passed over Jordan, 
and came upon them, and set the battle in array against them. So when David 

lB had put the battle in array against the Syrians, they fought with him. And the 
Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians the men of seven thousand 
chariots, and forty thousand footmen, and killed Shophach the captain of the host. 
And when the servants of Hadarezer saw that they were put to the worse before Israel, 
they made peace with David, and served him: neither would the Syrians help the 
children of Ammon any more. 

20 And it came to pass, at the time of the return of the year, at the time when kings 
go out to battle, that Joab led forth the power of the army, and wasted the country 
of the children of Ammon, and came and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried at 
Jerusalem. And Joab smote Rabbah, and overthrew it. And David took the crown 
of their king from off his head, and found it to weigh a talent of gold, and there 
were precious stones in it; and it was set upon David's head: and he brought forth 

3 the spoil of the city, exceeding much. And he brought forth the people .that were 
therein, and cut them with saws, and with harrows of iron, and with axes. And thus 
did David unto all the citi<>s of the children of Ammon. And David and all the 
people returned to Jerusalem. 

4 And it came to pass after this, that there arose war at Gezer with the Philistines: 
then Sibbecai the Hushathite slew Sippai, of the sons of the giant: and they were 
subdued. And there was again war with the Philistines; and Elhanan the son of 
}air slew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose spear was like 

6 a weaver's beam. And there was again war at Gath, where was a man of great 
stature, whose fingers and toes were four and twenty, six on each hand, and six on 
each foot; and he also was born unto the giant. And when he defied Israel, J~na
than the son of Shimea David's brother slew him. These were born unto the giant 
in Gath; and they fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of his servants. 

21 And an adversary stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. 
And David said to Joab and to the princes of the people, Go, number Israel from 
Beer-sheba even to Dan; and bring me word, that I may know the sum of them· 
And Joab said, The LORD make his people an hundred times so many more as they be: 
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but, my lord the king, are they not all my lord's servants? why doth my lord require 
this thing? '~hy will he be a cause of guilt unto Israel? Nevertheless the king's word 4 
prevailed against Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and went throughout all Israel, 
and came to Jerusalem. And Joab gave up the sum of the numbering of the people 
unto Da\'id. And all they of Israel were a thousand thousand and an hundred thou
sand men that drew sword: and Judah was four hundred threescore and ten thousand 
men that drew sword. But Le\'i and Benjamin counted he not among them: for 
the king's word was abominable to Joab. And God was dispieased with this thing; 7 
therefore he smote Israel. And David said unto God, I have sinned greatly, in that 
I have done this thing: but now, put away, I be:leech thee, the iniquity of thy servant: 
for I have done \'ery foolishly. And the LORD spake unto Gad, Da,·id's seer, saying, 
Go and speak unto David, saying, Thus saith the LORI\ I olTer thee three things; 
rhoose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee. So Gad rnme to na,·icl, an<l u 
said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Take which thou wilt; either three years of 
famine; or three months to be conswned before thy foes, while that the sword of 
thine enemies overtaketh thee; or else three clays the sword of the LORD, 
even pestilence in the land, and the angel of the LoRn destroying through
out all the coasts of Israel. Now therefore comider what answer I shall return 
to him that sent me. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let me fall '3 
now into the liand of the LORD; for very great are his mercies: and let me not fall 
into the hand oi man. So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel: and there fdl 
of Israel seventy thousand men. And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy 
it: and as he was about to destroy, the LoRLJ beheld, and he repented him of the 
CYil, and said to the destroying angel, It is enough; now stay thine hand. Ancl the 
angel of the LoRD stood by the threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite. And David 16 
lift<'d up his <'yes, and saw the angel of the Lo1m stand between the earth ancl the 
heav<'n,having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then 
David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. Ancl David sai<l 
unto God, Is it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? even I it is that 
have sinned and <lone very wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done' let 
thine hand, I pray thee, 0 LORD my God, be against me, ancl against my father's 
house; hut not against thy people, that they should be plagued. Then the ang<'I of is 
the LORD commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up, and rear an 
altar unto the LORD in the threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite. And David went 
up at the saying of Gad, which he spake in the name of the LORD. And Oman 
turned hack, and saw the angel; and his four sons that were wilh him hid themselves. 
~ow Ornan was threshing wheat. And as David came to Oman, Oman looked 
and saw David, and went out of the threshing-floor, and bowed himself to David with 
his face to the ground. Then Dni<l said to Oman, Give me the place of this thresh- 22 

ing-floor, that I may build thereon an altar unto the LORD: for the full price shalt 
thou give it me: that the plague may be stayed from the people. And Omnn said 
unto Da,·id, Take it to thee, and let my lord the king do that which is good in his 
eyes: lo, I gi\·e thee the oxen for burnt offerings, and the threshing instruments for 
wood, end the wheat for the meal offering; I give it all. And king David said to 
()man, '.'\ay; but 1 will verily huy it for the full price: for I will not take that which 
i> thine for the LORD, nor o1Ter a burnt offering without cost. So Da\'id ga\'e to 25 

Oman for the place six hundred shekels of gold hy weight. And David built there 
an altar unto the Loan, end offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called 
upon the LoRn; end he answered him fmm heaven by fire upon the altRr of burnt 
offering. And the LORD commanded the angel; and he put up his sword again into 
the sheath thereof. 

At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him in the threshing- 28 
floor of Oman the Jebusite, then he sacrificed there. For the tabernacle of the 
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LORD, which Moses made in the wilderness, and the altar of burnt offering, were 
at that time in the high place at Gibeon. But David could not go before it to inquire 

22 of God: for he was afraid because of the sword of the angel of the LORD. Then 
David said, This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar of burnt offering 
for Israel. 

2 And David commanded to gather together the strnngers that were in the land 
of Israel; and he set masons to hew wrought stones to build the house of God. And 
David's David prepared iron in abundance for the nails for the doors of the gates, 
Preparation and for the couplings; and brass in abundance without weight; and cedar 
for the trees without number: for the Zidonians and they of Tyre brought cedar 
~~r:;E.1~0of trees in abundance to David. And David said, Solomon my son is young 

and tender, and the house that is to be builded for the LORD must be ex
ceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries: I will therefore 
make preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly before his death. 

c Then he called for Solomon his son, and charged him to build an house for the 
LORD, the God of Israel. And David said to Solomon his son, As for me, it was 
in my heart to build an house unto the name of the LORD my God. But the word 
of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made 
great wars: thou shalt not builcl an house unto my name, because thou hast shed 

9 much blood upon the earth in my sight: behold, a sun shall be born to thee, who 
shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: 
for his name shall be 'Solomon,' and I will give 'peace and quietness' unto Israel 
in his clays: he shall build an house for my name; and he shall be my son, and I 
will be his father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever. 

rr Now, my son, the LORD be with thee; and prosper thou, and build the house of 
the Lo1rn thy God, as he hath spoken concerning thee. Only the LORD give thee 
discretion and understanding, and give thee charge concerning Israel; that so thou 
mayest keep the law of the LORD thy God. Then shalt thou prosper, if thou observe 
to do the statutes and the judgements which the LORD charged Moses with con-

14 cerning Israel: be strong, and of good courage; fear not, neither be dismayed. Now, 
behold, in rny afiliction I have prepared for the house of the LORD an hundred thou
sand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and 
iron without weight; for it is in abundance: timber also and stone have I prepared: 
and thou mayest add thereto. Moreover there are workmen with thee in abundance, 
hewers and workers of stone and timber, and all men that are cunning in any manner 

l6of work; of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the iron, there'is no number; 
arise and be doing, and the LORD be with thee. David also commanded all the 
princes of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying, Is not the LORD your God with you? 
and hath he not given you rest on every side? for he hath delivered the inhabitants 
of the land into mine hand; and the land is subdued before the LORD, and before 

19 his people. Now set your heart and your soul to seek after the LORD your God; 
arise therefore, and build ye the sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, and the holy vessels of God, into the house that is to be built 
to the name of the LORD. 

Courses of the Priests and Levites 
23 Now David was old and full of davs; was thirty and eight thousand. Of these, 4 

and he made Solomon bis son king o>·er twenty and four thousand were to oversee 
Israel. And he gathered together all the the work of the house of the LORD; and 
princes of Israel, with the priests and the six thousand were officers and judges: and 
Levites. And the Levites were numberecl four thousand were doorkeepers; and four 
from thirly years old and upward: and thousand praised the LoRD with the in
their number by their polls, man by man, struments which I made, said David, to 
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6 praise therewith. And David divided them for the fine flour for a meal offering, whether 
into courses according to the sons of Levi; of unleavened wafers, or of that which is 
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. Of the baked in the pan, or of that which is soaked, 
Gershonites; Ladan and Shimei. The and for all manner of measure and size; 
sons of Ladan; Jehiel the chief, and Ze- and to stand every morning to thank and 30 
tham, and Joel, three. The sonsofShimei; praise the Lo1m, and likewise at even; 
Shelomoth, and Haziel, and Haran, three. and to offer all burnt offerings unto the 
These were the heads of the fathers' Lo1m, in the sabbaths, in the new moons, 

10 houses of Ladan. And the sons of Shimei; and on the set feasts, in number according 
Jahath, Zina, and Jeush, and Ileriah. to the orc.Jinance concerning them, ron-
These four were the sons of Shimei. And tinually before the Lerno: and that they 32 
Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second: should keep the charge of the tent of mect-
but Teush and Ilcriah had not manv sons; ing, and the charge of the holy place, and 
therefore thev became a fathers' hZmse in the charge of the sons of Aaron their 

12 one reckoning. The . sons of Kohath; brethren, for the service of the house of the 
Amram, Jzhar, Hebron, and Czziel, four. Lotm. 
The sons of J\mram; Aaron and Moses: And the courses of the sons of Aaron were 24 
and Aaron was separated, that he should these. The sons of Aaron; Nadab and 
sanctify the most holy things, he and his Ahihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. Dul Nadab 
sons, for ever, to burn incense before the and Abihu died before their father, and had 
LoRD, to minister unto him, and to bless no children: therefore Eleazar and Itha-

14 in his name, for ever. But as for Moses mar executed the priest's office. And 
the man of God, his sons were named David with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, 
among the tribe of Levi. The sons of and Ahimekch of the sons of Ithamar, 
:'.\loses; Gershom and Eliezcr. The sons of divided them according to their ordering 
Gershom; Shcbucl the chief. And the sons in their scn·ice. And there were more 4 
of Eliezer were, Rehabiah the chief. And chief men found of the sons of Eleazar than 
Eliezer had none other sons; but the sons of the sons of Ithamar; and thus were they 

18 of Rehabiah were very many. The sons divided: of the sons of Eleazar there were 
of Izhar; Shclomith the chief. The sons sixteen, heads of fathers' houses; and of 
of Hebron; Jeriah tht· chief, Arnariah the the sons of Jthamar, according to their 
second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam fathers' houses, eight. Thus were they 
the fourth. The sons of Czziel; Micah the divided by lot, one sort with another; for 

21 chief, and Jsshiah the second. The sons of there we~e princes of the sanctuary, and 
:'.\Ierari; Mahli and Mushi. The sons of princes of God, both of the sons of Eleazar, 
:'.\Iahli; Eleazar and Kish. And Eleazar and of the sons of Jthamar. And Shemaiah 6 
died, and had no sons, but daughters only: the son of :\"ethane! the scribe, who was of 
and their brethren the sons of Kish took the Levites, wrole them in the presence of 
them to wife. The sons of Mushi; Mahli, the king, and the princes, ancl Zarlok the 

24 and Eder, and Jeremoth, three. These priest, and J\himelech the son of Abiathar, 
were the sons of Levi after their fathers' and the heads of the fathers' houses of the 
houses, even the heads of the fathers' priests and of the Levites: one fathers' 
houses of those of them that were counted, house being taken for Eleazar, and one 
in the number of names by their polls, who taken for Ithamar. Now the first lot came 7 
did the work for the service of the house of forth to Jchoiarih, the seconrl to Jedaiah; 
the LORD, from twenty years old and up- the third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim; 

25 ward. For David said, The L01<0, the the fifth to :Malchijah, the sixth to 
God of Israel, hath given rest unto his Mijamin; the se,·enth to Ilakkoz, the 
people; and he dwcllcth in Jerusalem for eighth to Abijah; the ninth to Jeshua, the 
ever: and also the Levites shall no more tenth tc Shecaniah; the eleventh to Elia-
ha,·e need to carrv the tabernacle and all shib, the twelfth to Jakim; the thirteenth 1 ::. 

the vessels of it ·for the service thereof. to Huppah, the fourteenth to J cshelwab: 
'>"7 For by the last words of David the sons of the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixl.l'enth 

Levi were numbered, from twenty years old to Immer; the seventeenth to I-kzir, 
and upward. For their office was to wait the eighteenth to Happizzez; the nine-
on the sons of Aaron for the service of the tecnth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to 
house of the LORD, in the courts, and in the Jchezkcl; the one and twentieth to Jarhin, 
chambers, and in the purifying of all holy the two and twentieth to (;amul; the three 1s 
things, even lhe work of the service of the and twentieth to Delaiah, the four and 

29 house of God; for the shewbread also, and twentieth lo Maaziah. This was the order-
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ing of them in their service, to come into Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman being under 
the house of the Lmrn according to the the order of the king. And the number of7 
ordinance given unto them hy the hand of them, with their brethren that \>ere in-
Aaron their father, as the LORD, the God structed in singing unto the Lorm, even all 
of Israel, had commanded him. that were skilful, was two hundred four-

20 And of the rest of the sons of Levi: of srnre and eight. And they cast lots for 
the sons of Amram, Shubael; of the sons their charges, all alike, as well the small as 
of Shubael, Jehdciah. Of Rchabiali: of the great, the teacher as the scholar. Now 9 
thr sons of Rehabiah, Isshiah the chief. the first lot came forth for Asaph to Joseph: 
Of the Izharites, Shelomoth; of the sons of the second to Gcdaliah; he and his brethren 

23 Shelomoth, Jahath. And the sons of and sons were twelve: the third to Zarcur, 
Hebron; Jcriah the chief, Amariah the his sons and his brethren, twelve: the 
second, Jahazicl the third, Jekameam the fourth to Izri, his sons and his brethren, 
fourth. The sons of Uzzicl, Micah; of twelve: the fifth to Nelhaniah, his sons and 12 
the sons of Micah, Shamir. 'fhc brother his brethren, twelve: the sixth lo Bukkiah, 
of Micah, Isshiah: of the sons of Isshiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve: the 

26 Zechariah. The sons of Merari; Mahli seventh to Jcsharelah, his sons and his 
and Mushi: the sons of Jaaziah; Beno. brethren, twelve: the eighth to Jesha;ah, 
The sons of Merari; of Jaaziah, Beno, his sons and his brethren, twelve: the 
and Shoham, and Zaccur, and Ibri. Of ninth to Mottaniah, his sons anrl his 
Mahli; Eleazar, who had no sons. Of brethren, twelve: the tenth lo Shimei, his 17 
Kish; the sons of Kish, Terahmecl. And sons and his brethren, twelve: !he eleventh 
the sons of Mushi; Mahfi, and Eder, and to Azarcl. l1is sons and his brethren, twch·e: 
Jerimoth. These were the sons of the the twelfth lo Hashahiah, his sons and 

31 Levites after their fathers' houses. These his brclhren, twelve: for the thirteenth, 
likewise cast lots even as their brethren the Shuhacl, · his sons and his brPlhrcn, 
sons of Aaron in the presence of David the twelve: for the fourteenth, Mallithiah, his 21 

king, and Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the sons and his brethren, twelve: for the 
heads of the fathers' houses of the priests fifteenth to Jeremoth, his sons and his 
and of the Levites; the fathers' houses of brethren, twelve: for the sixteenth to 
the chief even as those of his younger Hananiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve: 
brother. for the seventeenth, to Joshbekashah, his 

25 Moreover David and the captains of the sons and his brethren, twch-c: for the 2s 
host separated for the service certain of the eighteenth lo Hanani, his sons and his 
sons of Asaph, and of Heman, and of brethren, twelve: for the nineteenth to 
Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, !lbllothi, his sons and his brethren, twelve: 
with psalteries, and with cymbals: and the for the twentieth to Eliathah, his sons and 
number of them that did the work acrord- his brethren, twelve: for the one and 
ing to their service was: of the sons of twentieth to Hothir, his sons and his 
Asaph; Zaccur, and Joseph, and Nelha- brethren, twelve: forthetwoand twentiethzrJ 
niah, and Asharelah, the sons of Asaph; to Gidda1li, his sons and his brethren, 
under the hand of Asaph, who prophesied twelve: for the three and twentieth to 

3 after the order of the king. Of Jeduthun: Mahazioth, his sons and his brethren, 
the sons of Jcduthun; Gedaliah, and Zeri, twch-e: for the four and twentieth to 
and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and Mattithinh, Romamti-czer, his sons and his brethren, 
six; under the hands of their father Jedu- twelve. 
thun with the harp, who prophesied in For the courses of the doorkeepers: of 2t' 
giving thanks and praising the LORD. the Korahites; Meshelemiah the son of 
Of Heman: the sons of Heman; Bukkiah, Kore, of the sons of Asaph. And Meshe-
Malla11iah, UZ?.iel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, lcmiah had sons; Zechariah the firstborn, 
Hananiah, Hanani, Elialhah, Giddalli, Jediacl the second, Zebadiah the third, 
arid :Romamti-c?.er, Joshbek::ishnh, Mal- Jathnicl the fourth; Elam the fifth, Jcho-

5 lothi, Hothir, Mahazioth: all these were hanan the sixth, Elichoenai the seventh. 
the sons of Heman the king's seer in the And Obed-eclom had sons; Shcmaiah lhe4 
words of God, to lift up tile horn. And firstborn, ·Jchozabad the second, Joah the 
God gave to Heman fourteen sons and third, and Sacar the fourth, and Nethanel 
three daughters. All these were under the the fifth; Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the 
hands of their fathet for song in the house seventh, Peullcthai the eighth: for God 
of the LORD, with cymbals, psalteries, and blessed him. Also unto Shemaiah his son 6 
harps, for the service of the house of God; were sons born, that ruled over the house of 
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their father: for they were mighty men of 
valour. The sons of Shcmniah; Othni, 
and Rephacl, and Obed, Elzabad, whose 
brethren were valiant men, Elihu, and 

a Semnchiah. All these were of the sons of 
Obed-cdom: thn and their sons and their 
brethren, able men in strenglh for the 
scn·ice; threescore and two of Obed-cdom. 
And Meshdcmiah had sons and brethren, 

10 valiant men, eightt>en. Also Hosah, of the 
children of Merari, had sons; Shimri the 
chief, (for though he was not the firstborn, 
yet his father made him chief;) Hilkiah 
the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechnriah 
the fourlh: all the sons and brelhren of 

12 Hosah were thirteen. Of these were the 
rnurses of the doorkeepers, even of Lhe 
chief men, haYing c·hnrges like as their 
brethren, to minislcr in the house of the 
LORD. And they cast lots, as well the small 
as the grent, according to their fathers' 

q houses, for e\·erv gate. And the lot east
ward fell to Shelemiah. Then for Zecha
riah his son, a di..;rrcl't counsellor, they cast 
lots; and his lot came out northward. To 
Obed-cdom southward; and to his sons the 

16 storehouse. To Shuppim and Hosah west
ward, by the gale of Shallecheth, at the 
causeway thal gocth up, ward against ward. 
Eastward were six Levites, northward four a 
da v, southward four a cla v, and for the storc-

18 hoiise two and two. Fo~ Parbar westward, 
four nt the causnvav, and two at Parbar. 
These were the cou rscs of the doorkeepers; 
of the sons of the Korahites, and of the sons 
of Merari. 

20 And of the Levitrs, Ahijah was over the 
treasuries of the house of God, and over the 
treasuries of the dedicated things. The 
sons of Ladan; the sons of the Gershonitcs 
be lunging to Ladan, the heacls of the fathers' 
houst·s belonging to Ladan the Gershonite; 

22 Jchieli. The sons of Jehieli; Zetham, ancl 
Joel his brother, owr the treasuries of the 
house of the Lo11D. Of the AmraT)lites, of 
the Izharitcs, of the Ikbrnnitcs, of the 
Uzzielites: and Shcbutl the son of Ger
shom, the son of '!\losl·s, was ruler over the 

25 treasuries. And his brethren; of Elie1.cr 
came Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah his 
son, and Joram his f'on, an<l Zichri his son, 
and Shelomoth his son. This Shclomoth and 
his brethren were over all the treasuri«s of 
the dedicaterl things, which David the king, 
and the heads of the fathers' houses, the 
captains over thousands and hundreds, 
and the captains of the host, had cledi-

"'7 cated. Out of the spoil won in battle> did 
they dedicate -to repair the house of the 
LORD. And all that Samuel the seer, 
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and Saul the son of Kish, and Abner the 
son of Ner, and Joab the son of Zeruiah, 
had dedicated; whosoever had dedicated 
any thing, it was under the hand of Shelo
moth, and of his brethren. Of the Izhar- 29 

itcs, Chenaniah and his sons were for the 
outward business over Israel, for officers 
and judges. Of the Hebronites, Hasha
biah and his brethren, men of valour, a 
thousand and seven hundred, had the over
sight of Israel beyond Jordan westward; 
for all the business of the LORD, and fur 
the service of the king. Of the Hebronitcs 31 
was Jerijah'the chief, even of the Hebron
ites, according to their generations by 
fathers' houses. In the fortielh year of the 
reign of David they were sought for, and 
there were found among them mighty men 
of valour at Jazer of Gilead. And his 32 
brethren, men of valour, were two thousund 
ancl seven hundred, heads of fathers' houses, 
whom king David made overseers over the 
Rcubenitcs, and the Gadites, and the half 
tribe of the Manassites, for every mnttcr 
pertaining to God, and for the affairs of the 
king. 

Now the children of Isrnel after their 2'1 
numbrr, to wit, the heads of fathers' houses 
and the captains of thousands und of 
hundreds, and their officers that served the 
king, in any matter of the courses which 
came in and went out month by month 
throughout all the months of the ycnr, of 
every course were twenty and four thousund. 
Over the first course for the first month was 2 

Jashobcam the eon of Zabdiel: and in his 
course were twenty and four thousand. 
He was of the children of Perez, the chief 
of all the captains of the host for the first 
month. And over the course of the second 4 
month was Do<lai the Ahohite, and his 
course; and Mikloth the ruler: and in h\s 
course were twenty and four thousand. 
The third captain of the host for the third 
month was Benaiah, the son of Jchoiada 
the priest, chief: and in his course were 
twenty and four thousand. This is that 6 
llenaiah, who was the mighty man of the 
thirty, and over the thirty: and of his 
course was Ammi~aba<l his son. The 
foqrth c;iptain for the fn1.1rth month was 
Asahel the brother of Joab, and Zebadi;1h 
his son after him: an<f in his course were 
twl"ntv and four thousand. The fifth a 
captain for the fifth month was Shamhuth 
the Izrahite: and in his course were twenty 
and four thousand. The sixth cuptuir:i for 
the sixth month was Ira the son of Ikkcsh 
the Tekoite: and in his course were twenty 
ancl four thousand. The seventh captain 10 
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for the seventh month was Helez the 
Pelonite, of the children of Ephraim: and 
in his course were twenty and four thousand. 
The eighth captain for the eighth month was 
Sibbecai. the Hushathite, of the Zernhites: 
and in his course were twenty and four 

12 thousand. The ninth captain for the ninth 
month was Abiczcr the Anathothite, of the 
Ilenjamitrs: and in his course were twenty 
and four thousand. The tenth captain for 
the tenth month was Maharai the Ne
tophathite, of the Zerahites: and in his 
course were t\vrnty and fou~ thousand. 

14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh month 
was Ilenaiah the Pirathonite, of the chil
dren of Ephraim: and in his course were 
twenty and four thousand. The twelfth 
captain for the twelfth month was Heldai 
the Netophathite, of Othniel: and in his 
course were twenty and four thousand. 

16 Furthermore over the tribes of Israel: of 
the Reubeniles was Eliezer the son of 
Zichri the ruler: of the Simeonites, Sheph
atiah the son of Maacah: of Levi, Hasha
biah the son of Kemuel: of Aaron, Zadok: 

18 of Tudah, Elihu, one of the brethren of 
David: of Issachar, Omri the son of Mi
chael: of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of 
Obadiah: of Naphtali, Jeremoth the son 
of Azrie!: of the children of Ephraim, 
Hoshea the son of Azaziah: of the half 
tribe of Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah: 

21 of the half tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, 
Iddo the son of Zechariah: of Benjamin, 
Jaasiel the son of Abner: of Dan, Azarel 
the son of Jeroham. These were the cap
tains of the tribes of Israel. But David 
took not the number of them from twenty 
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years old and under: because the LORD 
had said he would increase Israel like to the 
stars of heaven. Joab the son of Zeruiah 24 
began to number, but finished not; and 
there came wrath for this upon Israc!; 
neither was the num her put into the ac
count in the ch.-onicles of king David. 

And over the king's treasuries was Azma- 25 
veth the son of Adie!: and over the treasu
ries in the fields, in the cities, and in the 
villages, and in the castles, was Jonathan 

.the son of Uzziah: and over them that did 
the work of the field for tillage of the 
ground was Ezri the son of Chelub: and z; 
over the vineyards was Shimei the Rama
thite: and over the increase of the vineyards 
for the wine cellars was Zabdi the Shiph
mite: and over the olive trees and the 
svcomore trees that were in the lowland was 
Baal-ha nan the Gederite: and over the 
cellars of oil was Joash: and over the herds 29 , 
that fed in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharon-
ile: and over the herds thal were in the 
valleys was Shaphat the son of Adlai: 
and over the camels was Obi! the Ish
maelile: and over the asses was Jehdeiah 
the Meronothite: and over the flocks was 
J aziz the Hagrile. All these were the rulers 
of lhe substance which was king David's. 

Also Jonathan David's uncle was a 32 
rnunsellor, a man of understanding, and a 
scribe: and Tehiel the son of Hachmoni 
was with the ·king's sons: and Ahithophel 
was the king's counsellor; and Hushai the 
Archite was the king's friend: and after 
Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son of Ben
aiah, and Abiathar: and the captain o_f the 
king's host was Joab. 

28 And David assembled all the princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the 
captains of the companies that served the king by course, and the captains of thou
sands, and the captains of hundreds, and the rulers over all the substance and pos
sessions of the king and of his sons, with the officers, and the mighty men, even all 
the mighty men of valour, unto Jerusalem. Then David the king stood up upon 
his feet, and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my people: as for me, it was in mine 
heart to build an house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and for the 

3 footstool of our Goel; and I had made ready for the building. But God said unto 
me, Thou shalt not build an house for my name, because thou art a man of war, and 
hast shed blood. Howbeit the LORD, the God of Israel, chose me uut of all the 
house of my father to be king over Israel for ever: for he hath chosen Judah to be 
prince; and in the house of Judah, the house of my father; and among the sons 
of my father he took pleasure in me to make me king over all Israel: and of all my 
sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to 

6 sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. And he said unto me, 
Solomon thy son, he shall build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him to 
be my son, and I will be his father. And I will establish his kingdom for ever, if 
he be constant to do my commandnents and my judgements, as at this day. Now 
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therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the congregation of the LoRn, and in the audience 
of our God, observe and seek out all the commandments of the LORD your God: 
that ye may possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance to your children 
after you for ever. And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, 9 
and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth ·all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek 
him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. 
Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: 
be strong, and do it. 

Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch of the temple, II 
and of the houses thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of the upper rooms thereof, 
and of the inner chambers thereof, and of the place of the mercy-seat: and the pal
Lern of all that he had by the spirit, for the courts of the house of the LORD, and for 
all the chambers round about, for the treasuries of the house of God, and for the 
treasuries of the dedicated things: also for the courses of the priests and the Levites, 
and for all the work of the service of the house of the LoRD, and for all the wssels of 
service in the house of the LORD: of gold by weight for the vessels of gold, for all \•es- q 
sels of e\·ery• kind of sen·ice; of silver for all the \'essels of sih·er by weight, for all 
vessels of every kind of service: by weight also for the candlesticks of gold, and for 
the lamps thereof, of gold, by weight for every candlestick and for the lamps thereof: 
and for the candlesticks of silver, sih•er by weight for every candlestick and for the 
lamps thereof, according to the use of every candlestick: and the golrl by weight 16 
for the tables of shewbread, for e\·ery table; and silver for the tables of silvPr: i.nrl 
the fleshhooks, and the basons, and the cups,' of pure gold: and for the golden bowls 
by weight for every bowl; and for the silver bowls by weight for every bowl: and 
for the altar of incense refined gold by weight: and gold for the pattern of the chari0t, 
even the cherubim, that spread out their wings, and CO\'ered the ark of the covenant 
.,f the LORD. All this, said David, have I been made to understand in writing from 19 
the hand of the LORD, even all the works of this pattern. And Da,·id said to Solo
mon his son, Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: 
for the LORD God, even my God, is with thee; he will not fail thre, nor forsake thee, 
until all the work for the ~ervice of the house of the LORD be finished. And, behold, 21 

there are the courses of the priests and the Levites, for all the service of the house 
of God: and there shall be with thee in all manner of work every willing man that 
hath skill, for any manner of service: also the captains and all the people will be 
wholly at thy commandment. 

And Da,·id the king said unto all the congregation, Solomon my son, whom 29 
alone God hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: for the palace 
is not for man, but for the LORD God. Now I have prepared with all my might for 
the house of my God the gold for the things of gold, and the silver for the things of 
silver, and the brass for the things of brass, the iron for the things of iron, and wood 
for the things of wood; onyx stones, and stones to be set, stones for inlaid work, and 
of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and marble stones in abundance. 
:\lorcover also, because I have set my afTcction to the house of my Goel, seeing that 3 
I have a treasure of mine own of gold and silver, I give it unto the house of my Goe!, 
Mer and above all that I have prepared for the holy house; even three thousand 
talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to 
overlay the walls of the houses withal: of gold for the things of gold, and of sihw 
for the things of silver, and for all manner of work to be made by the hands of artificers. 
\\'ho then offereth \•!illingly to consecrate himself this day unto the Lonn? Then 6 
the princes of the fathers' houses, and the princes of the tribes of Israel, and the 
captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the rulers over the king's work, offered 
willingly; and they gave for the service of the house of God of gold live thousand 
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talents and ten thousand darics, and of silver ten thousand talents, and of brass 
eighteen thousand talents, and of iron a hundred thousund talents. And they with 
whom precious stones were found gave them to the treasure of the hous.e of the 
LORD, under the hand of Jehicl the Gershonite. 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for thut they offered willingly, because with a perfect 
heart they offered willingly to the LORD: and David the kjng also rejoiced with great 
joy. Wherefore David blessed the !..mm before all the congregution: and David 
said, Illessed be thou, 0 Laun, the God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. 
Thine, 0 LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the king-

12 dom, 0 L01m, and thou art exalted as head above all. Both riches and honour 
come of thee, and thou rulest over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and 
in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all. Now therefore, 
our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. But who am I, and wh;it 
is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? Ior all things 

is come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. For we are strangers before thee, 
and sojourners, as all our fathers were: our days on .the earth arc as a shadow, 
ancl there is no abiding. 0 LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to 
build thee an house for thine holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own. 
I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. 
As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all these things: 
and now have I seen with joy thy people, which are present here, to offer willingly 

i8 unto thee. 0 LoRIJ, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, 
keep this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and 
prepare their heart unto thee: and give unto Solomon my son a perfect he11rt, to 
keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, and to do ull these things, 
and to build the palace, for the which I have made provi~ion. And David said to 
all the congregation, Now bless the LORD your God. And all the congregation 
blessed the LORD, the God of their fathers, and bowed down their heads, and wor-

21 shipped the LORD, and the king. And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the LORD, 
and offered burnt offerings unto the LORD, on the morrow after th;it day, even ;i 
thousand bullocks, a thousand rams, and a thousand lambs, with their drink offer
ings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel; and did cat and drink before the Lo RD 
on that clay with great gladness. And they made Solomon the son of David king 
the second time, and anointed him unto the LORD to be prince, and Zadok to be priest. 

23 Then Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD a-; king instead of David his father, 
and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him. And all the princes, and the rnighty men, 
and all the sons likewise of king David, submitted themselves unto Solomon the king. 
And the LoRD magnified Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and bestowed 
upon him such royal m \ljesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel. 

26 Now David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. And the time that he rei~ed 
over Israel was forty years; seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and threr 

years reigned he in Jerusalem. And he died in a good old age. full of days, 
Accession riches, and honour: and Solomon his son reigned in his stead. Now tlw 
and Gfeat- acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are written in the history 
s~~~~on of Samuel the seer, and in the history of Nathan the prophet, and in the 

history of Gad the seer; with all his reign and his might, and the times 
that went over him, and over Israel, and over all the kingdoms of the countries. 

1 And Solomon the son of David was strengthened in his kingdom, 11nd the LORD 
his God was with him, and magnified him exceedingly. And Solomon spake unto 
all Israel, to the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and to the judges, and lo 
every prince in all Israel, the heads of the fathers' houses. So Solomon, and all 
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the congregation with him, \Vent to the high place that was at Gibeon; for there 
was the tent of meeting of God, which ·Moses the servant of the LORD had made in 
the wilderness. But the ark of God had David brought up from Kiriath-jearim to 4 
the place that David had prepared for it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem. 
Moreover the. brasen altar, that Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had made, 
was there before the tabernacle of the Lonn: and Solomon and the congrq(alion 
sought unto it. And Solomon went up thither to the brasen altar before the LORD, 
which was at the tent of meeting, o.nd offered a thousand burnt ollerings upon it. 

In that night did God appear unto Solomon, and said unto him, Ask what I shall 7 
give thee. And Solomon said unto God, Thou hast shewed great kindness unto 
Da,·id my father, and hast made me king in his stead. Now, 0 LoRn God, let thy 
promise unto David tny father be established: for thou hast made me king over a 
people like the dust of the earth in multitude. Give me now wisdom and knowledge, 10 

that I may go out and come in before this people: for who can judge this thy people, 
that is so great? And God said to Solomon, Because this was in thine heart, and 
thou hast not asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of them that hate thee, 
neither yet hast asked long life; but ha~l asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, 
that thou mayest jud~ my people, over whom I have made thee king: wisdom and 12 

knowledge is granted unto thee; and I will give thee riches, and wealth, and honour, 
such as none of the kin11:s have had that have been before thee, neither shall there 
any after thee ha\'e the like. So Solomon came from his journey to the high place 
that was at Gibeon, from before the tent of meeting, unto Jerusalem; and he reigned 
o\·er Israel. 

And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen: and he had a thousan<l and four q 
hundred chariots, ancl twelve thousand horsemen, which he placed in the chariot 
cities, and with the kin11: at Jerus1tlcm. And the king made sill'cr and gold to be in 
Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made he to be as the sycomore trees that are in the 
lowland, for abundance. And the horses which Solomon had were brought out of 16 
Eeypt; the king's merchants rccC'ived them in droves, each dro\'e at a price. And 
they fetched up, and brought out of Egypt a chariot for six hundred shckC'ls of sih-er, 
and an horse for an hundred and fifty: and so for all the kings of the Hittites, and 
the kings of Syria, did they bring them out by their means. 

Now Solomon proposed to build an house for the name of the LORD, and an house 2 
.for his kingdom. And Solomon told out threescore and ten thousand men to bear 
burdens, and fourscore thousand men that were hewers in the mountains, 
and three thousan<l and six hundred to oversee them. And Solomon sent to So~o~on 
Hu ram the king of Tyre, saying, As thou didst deal with David my father, T~mpl: 
and di<lst send him cedars to build him an house to dwell therdn, even so 
deal with me. Behold, I build an house for the name of the LORD my God, to dedicate 4 
it lo him, and to burn before him incense of sweet spices, and for the continual shew
brcad, and for the burnt offerings morning and evening, on the sabbaths, and on the 
new moon~, and on the set feastg of the LoRD our Goel. This is an ordinance for ever 
to Israel. And the house which I build is great: for 11:reat is our God above all gods. 
But who is able to build him an house, seeing the heaven and the hewen of heal'ens 6 
cannot cont:>.ln him? who am I then, that I should build him an house, sa1·c only lo 
bum incense bdorc him) Now therefore send me a man cunning to work in golcl, 
and in sih·er, anrl in brass, and in iron, and in purple, and crimson, and blue, and that 
can skill lo gra,·e all manne.r of gra1·ings, to be with the cunning men that are 
\1·ith me in Judah and in Jerusalem, whom David my father clicl provide. Send ml' B 
also cedar trees, lir trees, and algum trees, out of Lebanon: for I know that thy 
servants can skill to cut timber in Lebanon; and. behold, my servants shall be with 
thy servants, even to prepare me timber in abundance: for the house which I am 

413 



II Chronicles ->S 0 Id Testament History 

about to build shall be wonderful great. And, behold, I will give to thy servants, 
the hewers that cul timber, twenty thousand measures of beaten wheat, and twenty 
thousand measures of barley, and twenty thousand baths of wine, and twenty thou-

n sand baths of oil. Then Huram the king of Tyre answered in writing, which he 
sent to Solomon, Because the LORD loveth his people, he hath made thee king over 
them. Huram said moreover, Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, that made 
hea,·cn and earth, who hath given to David the king a wise son, endued with dis
cretion and understanding, that should build an house for the LORD, and an house 

13 for. his kingdom. And now I have sent a cunning man, endued with understanding, 
of Huram my father's, the son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father 
was a man of Tyre, skilful to work in gold, and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, 
and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and in crimson; also to grave 
any manner of graving, and to devise any device: that there may be a place appointed 
unto him with thy cunning men, and with the cunning men of my lord David thy 

rs father. N•iw therefore the wheat and the barley, the oil and the wine, which my 
lord hath spoken of, let him send unto his servants: and we will cut wood out of 
Lebanon, as much as thou shalt need: and we will bring it to thee in floats by sea 
to Joppa; and thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem. And Solomon numbered all 
the strangers that were in the land of Israel, after the numbering wherewith David 
his father had numbered them; and they were found an hundred and fifty thousand 

r8 and three thousand and six hundred. And he set threescore and ten thousand of 
them to bear burdens, and fourscore thousand that were hewers in the mountains, 
and three thousand and six hundred overseers to set the people awork. 

Specification of the Temple 
3 Then Solomon began to builcl the house six hurulred talents. And the weight of 

of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, the nails was fifty shekels of gold. And he 
where the Lo1m appeared unto David his overlaid the upper chambers with gold. 
father, which he made ready in the place And in the most holy house he made two re 
that David had appointed, in the thresh- cherubim of image work; and they ovcr-

2 ing-lloor of Oman the Jcbusite. And he laid them with gold. And the wings of the 
began to build in the second clay of the cherubim were twenty cubits long: the 
second month, in the fourth year of his wing of the one cherub was five cubits, 
reign. Now these arc the foundations which reaching to the wall of the house; and the 
Solomon laid for the building of the house other wing was likewise five cubits, reach-
of God. The length by cubits after the ing to the wing of the other cherub. And ,. 
first measure was threescore cubits, arid the wing of the other cherub was five cubits, 

4 the breadth twenty cubits. And the porch reaching to the wall of the house: and the 
that was before the house, the length of it, other wing was five cubits also, joining to 
according to tho breadth of the house, was the wing of the other cherub. The wings 
twenty cubits, and the height an hundred of these cherubim spread themselves forth 
and twenty: and he overlaid it within with twenty cubits: and they stood on their 
pure gold. And the greater house he cicled feet, and their faces were toward the house. 
wi\h fir tree, which he overlaid with frnc And he made the veil of blue, and purple, 14 
gold, and wrought thereon palm trees and and crimson, and fine linen, and wrought 

6 rhains. Ancl he garnished the house with cherubim thereon. Also he made before 
precious stones for beauty: and the gold the house two pillars of thirty and five 
was gold of Parvaim. He overlaid also cubits high, and the chapiter that was on 
the house, the beams, the thresholds, and the top of each of them was five cubits. 
the walls thereof, and the doors thereof, And he made chains in the oracle, and put r6 
with gold; and graved cherubim on the them on the tops of the pillars; and he 

8 walls. And he made the most holy house; made an handred pomegranates, and put 
the length thereof, according to the breadth them on the chains. And he set up the 
of the house, was twenty cubits, and the pillars before the temple, one on the right 
b'eadth thereof twenty cubits: and he hand, and the other on the left; and called 
overlaid it with fine gold, amounting to the name of that on the right hand J achln, 
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and the name of that on the left Boaz. 
4 Moreover he made an altar of brass, 

twenty cubits the length thereof, and twenty 
cubits the breadth thereof, and ten cubits 
the height thereof. Also he made the 
molten sea of ien cubits from brim to brim, 
round in compass, and the height thereof 
was five cubits; and a line of thirty cubits 

3 compassed it round about. And under it 
was the similitude of oxen, which did com
pass it round about, for ten cubits, compas
sing the sea round about. The oxen were 

4 in two rows, cast when it was cast. It 
stood upon twelve oxen, three looking to
ward the north, and three looking toward 
the west, and three looking toward the 
south, and three looking toward the east: 
and the sea was set upon them above, and 

5 all their hinder parts were inward. And it 
was an hand breadth thick; and the brim 
thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, 
like the tlower of a lilv: it received and held 

6 three thousand balh.s. He made also ten 
!avers, and put fi\T on the right hand, and 
fi,·e on the left, to wash in them: such things 
as belonged to the burnt offering they 
washed in them: hut the sea was for the 

7 priests to wash in. And he made the ten 
candlesticks of gold according to the ordi
nance concerning them; and he sel them in 
the temple, five on the right hand, and live 
on the left. He made also ten tables, and 
placed them in the temple, five on the right 
side, and fiw on the left. And he made an 

9 hundred basnns of gold. Furthermore he 
made the court of tlw priests, and the great 
court, and doors for the court, and overlaid 
the doors of them with brass. And he set 
the sea on the right side of the house east-

n ward, toward the south. And Huram 
made the pots, and the shm·cls, and 
the basons. So Huram made an end of 
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doing the work that he wrought for king 
Solomon in the house of God: the two 12 

pillars, and the bowls, and the two chapiters 
which were on the top of the pillars; and 
the two networks to co\·er the two bowls of 
the chapiters that were on the top of the 
pillars; and the four hundred pomegranates 13 
for the two net works; two rows of pomc
gra natcs for each network, to cover the 
two bO\ds of the chapiters that were upon 
the pillars. He made also the bases, and 
the lave rs made he upon die bases; one 
sea, and the twcl,·e oxea under it. The 16 
pots also, and the shovels, and the flcsh
hooks, and all the vessels thereof, did 
Huram his father make for king Solomon 
for the house of the LORD of bright brass. 
In the plain of Jordan did the king cast 
them, in the clay ground between Sucroth 
and Zeredah. Thus Solomon made all 18 
these \'essels in great abundance: for the 
weight of the brass could not be found out. 
And Solomon made all the vessels that were 
in the house of God, the golden altar also, 
ana the tables whereon was the shew bread; 
and the candlesticks with their lamps, that 
they should burn according to the ordi
nance before the oracle, of pure gold; and 21 

the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs, of 
gold, and that perfect gold; and the snulTers, 
and the basons, and the spoons, and the 
,fircpans, of pure gold: and as for the entry 
of the house, the inner doors thereof for 
the most holy plare, and the doors of the 
house, to wit, of the temple, were of gold. 
Thus all the work that Solomon wrought for 5 
the house of the LORD was linishrd. And 
Solomon brought in the things that David 
his father had dedicated; even the silver, 
and the gold, and all the \•essels, and put 
them in the treasuries of the house of 
God. 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, :o 
the princes of the fathers' houses of the children of Israel, unto Jerusalem, to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. And 
all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto the king at the feast, which was ii' 
the seventh month. And all the elders of Israel came, and the Le\·ites took up the 
ark. And they brought up the ark, and the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels s 
that were in the Tent; these did the priests the Levites bring up. And kin!( Solomon 
and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were before the ark, 
sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And 
the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD unto its place, into the 
oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubim. 
For the cherubim spread forth their wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim 8 
covered the ark and the staves thereof above. And the staves were so long that the 
ends of the staves were seen from the ark before the oracle; but they were not seen 
without: and there it is, unto this day. There was nothing in the ark save the two 
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tables which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the 
n children of Israel, when they came out of Egypt. And it came to pass, when the 

priests were come out of the holy place, (for all the priests that were prrscnt had 
sanctified themselves, and did not keep their courses; also the Levites which were 
the singers, all of them, even Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their sons and their 
brethren, arrayed in fine linen, with cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood at the 
east end of the altar, and with them an hundred and twenty priests sounding with 

13 trumpets:) it came even to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to 
make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD; and when they 
lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and 
praised the LORD, saying, 

For he is good; 
For his mercy endureth for ever: 

that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD, so that the 
priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD 
filled the house of God. 

6 Then spake Solomon: The LORD hath said that he would dwell in the thick 
darkness. But I have built thee an house of habitation, and a place for thee to dwell 
in for ever. And the king turned his face, and blessed all the congregation of Israel: 
and all the congregation of Israel stood. And he said, Blessed be the LORD, the 
God of Israel, which spake with his mouth unto David my father, and hath with his 

5 hands fulfilled it, saying, Since the day that I brought forth my people out of the land 
of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an house in, that my 
name might be there; neither chose I any man to be prince over my people l:irael: 
but I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might be there; and have chosen David 
to be over my people Israel. Now it was in the heart of David my father to build 
an house for the name of the LORD, the God of Israel. But the LORD said unto 
David my father, Whereas it was in thine heart to build an house for my name, thou 

9 didst well that it was in thine heart: nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; 
but thy son that shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the house for my 
hame. And the LORD hath performed his word that he spake; for I am risen up 
in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised, 
and have built the house for the name of the LORD, the Goel of Israel. And there 
have I set the ark, wherein is the covenant of the LORD, which he made with the 
children of Israel. 

12 And he stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the congregation 
of Israel, and spread forth his hands: (for Solomon had made a hrasen scaffold, of 
five cubils long, and five cubits broad, and three cu hits high, and had set il in the midst 
of the court; and upon it he stood, and kneeler! down upon his knees before all the 
congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven:) and he said: 

0 LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in the heaven, or in the 
earth; who keepcst covenant and mercy with thy serrnnts, that walk before thee 

15 with all their heart: who hast kept with thy servant David Ill)' father that which thou 
didst promise him: yea, thou spakest with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine 
hand, as it is this day. Now therefore, 0 LORD, the God of Israel, keep with thy 
servant David my father that which thou hast promised him, saying, There shall 
not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; if only thy children 

17 take heed to their way, to walk in my law as· thou hast walked before me. Now 
therefore, 0 LORD, the God of Israel, let thy word be verified, which thou spakest 
unto thy servant David. But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth_? 
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this 
house which I have builded ! Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, 
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and to his supplication, 0 LORD my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer 
which thy scn·ant prayeth before thee: that thine eyes may be open toward this 20 

house day and night, eYen toward the place whereof thou hast said that thou wouldest 
put thy nanw there; •to hearken unto the prayer which thy ser\'ant shall pray toward 
thi.s place. Anrl hearken thou to the supplications of thy servant, and of thy people 
fsrad. when they shall pray toward this place: yea, hear thou from thy dwelling 
place, ewn from hcal'cn; and when thou hearest, forgive. If a man sin against his 22 

nci.e:hhour, and an oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and he come and 
swear before thine altar in this house: then hear thou from heal'en, and do, and 
j•tdge thv scr\'anls, requiting the wicked, to bring his way upon his own head; and 
justifying the righteous, to gfre him according to his righteousness. And if thy 24 

people Israel be smitten down before the enemy, because they have sinned against 
thee; and shall turn again and confess thy name, and pray and make supplication 
before thee in this house: then hear thou from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 
people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest to them and 
to their fathers. When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they 26 
ha\'e sinned against thee; if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and 
tum from their sin, when thou dost afllict them: then hear thou in heaven, and for
give the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou tcachest them the 
e:ood way wherein they should walk; and send rain upon thy land, which thou hast 
given to thy pcopk- for an inheritance. If there be in the land famine, if there be 28 
pestilence, if there lie blasting or mildew, locust or caterpiller; if their enemies 
besiege them in the land of their cities; whatsoever plague or whatsoever sickness 
there be; what prayer and supplication soe\·er be made by any man, or by all thy 
people Israel, which shall know every man his own plague and his own sorrow, and 
shall spread forth his hanrls toward this house: then hear thou from heaven thy 30 
dwelling place, and forgfre, and render unto every man according to all his ways, 
whose heart thou knowest; (for thou. eyen thou only, knowest the hearts of the 
children of men;) that they may fear thEe, to walk in thy ways, so long as they lh·e 
in the land which thou gavest unto our fathers. Moreover concerning the stranger, 32 
that is not of thy people Israel, when he shall come from a far country for thy great 
name's sakl', and thy mighty hand, and thy stretched out arm; when they shall 
come and pray toward this house: then hear thou from heaven, even from thy dwell
ing place, anrl do according to all that the stranger ca lie th to thee for: that all the 
peoples of the earth may know thy name, and fear thel', as doth thy people Israel, and 
that they may know that this house which I have built is called by thy name. If 34 
thy people go out to battle against their enemies, by whatsoever way thou shalt send 
them, and they pray unto thee toward this city which thou hast chosen, and the 
hnuse which I have built for thv name: then hear thou from heaven their praver and 
their supplication, and maintain their cause. If they sin against thee, (for th~re is 36 
no man that sinnrth not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the 
enrmy, so that they carry them away captive unto a land far off or near; yet if they 
sha'.l bethink themselws in the land whither they are carrierl capth•e, and turn again, 
and make supplication unto thee in the land of their capth•ity, saying, We have 
sinned, we ha,·e <lone perversely, and have dealt wickedly; if they return unto thee 38 
with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their captivity, whither they 
ha,·e carried thern captive, and pray toward their land, which thou gaYest unto their 
father,, and the city which thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have 
built for thy name: then hear thou from heaven, even from thy dwelling place, thci1 
prayer and their supplications, and maintain th(•ir cause; and forgive thy people 
which have sinned against thee. Now, 0 my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be 40 
open, and let thine ears be attent, unto the prayer that is made in this place. Now 
therefore-
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Arise, 0 LORD God, into thy resting place, 
Thou, and the ark of thy strength: 

Let thy priests, 0 LORD God, be clothed with salvation,. 
And let thy saints rejoice in goodness. 

0 LORD God, turn not awav the face of thine anointed: 
Remember the mercies or'David thy servant. 

7 Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, 
and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices: and the glory of the LORD Ji lice: 
the house. And the priests could not enter into the house of the LORD, because the 
glory of the LORD filled the LORD'S house. And all the children of Israel looked on, 
when the fire came r\own, and the glory of the LORD was upon the house; and they 
bowed themselves with their fac~s to the ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, 
and gave thanks unto the LORD, saying, 'For he is good; for his mercy endureth fur 

4 ever.' Then the king and all the people oiiererl ;acrif1Ce before the LORD. And 
king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two thousand oxen, and an hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of 
God. And the priests stood, according to their offices; the Levites also with in::tru~ 
ments of music of the LORD, which David the king had made 'to give thanks un1'> 
the LORD, for his mercy endureth for ever,' when David praised by their ministry: ancj 

7 the priests sounded trumpets before them; and all Israel stood. Moreover Solomon 
hallowed the middle of the court that was before the house of the Lmm; for there 
he offered the burnt offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings: because the bra.sen 
altar which Solomon had made was not able to receive the burnt offering, and the 
meal offering, and the fat. So Solomon held the feast at that time seven days, and 
all Israel with him, a very great congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto 

9 the brook of Egypt. And on the eighth day they held a solemn assembly: for they 
kept the dedication of the altar seven days, and the feast seven days. And on the 
three and twentieth day of the seventh month he sent the people away unto their tents, 
joyful and glad of heart for the goodness that the LORD had shewed unto David, and 
to Solomon, and to Israel his people. 

II Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD, and the king's house: and al! 
that came into Solomon's heart to make in the house of the LORD, and in his own 
house, he prosperously effected. And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and 
said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to my5elf for an 
house of sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the 

14 locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; if my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and tum from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin,°and will heal their land. Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent, 
unto the prayer that is made in this place. For now have I chosen and hallowed 
this house, that my name may be there for ever: and mine eyes· and mine heart shall 

17 be there perpetually. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me as David thy 
father walked, and do according to all that I have commanded thee, and IVilt keL"p 
my statutes and my judgements; then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom, 
according as I covenanted with David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a 

19 man to be ruler in Israel. But if ye tum away, and forsake my statutes and my com 
mandments which I have set before you, and shall go and serve other god:;, and 
worship them: then will I pluck them up by the roots out of my land which I havl" 
given them; and this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of 

21 my sight, and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples. And this 
house, which is so high, every one that passeth by it shall be astonished, and shall 
say, Why hath the LoRD done thus unto this land, and to this house? And they shall 
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answer, Because they forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, which brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, aud laid hold on other gods, and worshipped 
them, and served them: therefore hath he brought all this evil upon them. 

And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, wherein Solomon had built the 8 
house of the LORD, and his own house, that the cities which Huram had given to 
Solomon, Solomon built them, and caused the children of Israel .to dwell there. 

And Solomon went to Hamath-wbah, and prerniled against it. And he built 
Tadmor in the wilderness, and all the store cities, which he built in Hamath. Also hes 
built Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-horon the nether, fenced cities, with 
walls, gates, and bars; and Baa lath, and all the store cities that Solomon ~!~so of, 
had, and all the cities for his chariots, and the cities for his horsemen, and R~i~r;:on s 
all that Solomon desired to build for his pleasure in Jerusalem, and in 
Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion. As for all the people that were left of7 
the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, ahd the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
which were not of Israel; of their children that were left after them in the land, whom 
the children of Israel consumed not, of them did Solomon raise a levy of bondservants, 
unto this day. But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no sen-ants for his 
work; but they were men of war, and chief of his captains, and rulers of his chariots 
and of his horsemen. And these were the chief oilicers of king Solomon, even two 10 

hundred and fifty, that bare rule over the people. And Solomon brought up the 
daughter of Pharaoh out of the city of David unto the house that he had built for 
her: for he said, l\Iy wife shall not dwell in the house of David king of Israel, be
cause the places are holy, whereunto the ark of the LORD hath come. 

Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the LORD on the altar of the LoRn, 12 

which he had built before the porch, even as the duty of every day required, ofier
i11g according to the commandment of :'.\loses, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, 
and on the set feasts, three times in the year, even in the feast of unlea,·ened bread, 
and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles. And he appointed, accord- 14 
ing to the ordinance of David his father, the courses of the priests to their service, and 
the LeYites to their charges, to praise, and to minister before the priests, as the duty 
of c\·ery day required: the doorkeepers also by their courses at eYery gate: for so had 
David the man of God commanded. And they departed not from the commandment of 15 
the king unto the priests and Levites concerning any matter, or concerning the treasures. 
~~<lW all the work of Solomon was prepared unto the day of the foundation of the 
house of the LORD, and until it was finished. So the house of the LORD was perfected. 

Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and to Eloth, on the sea shore in the land of 17 
Edom. And Huram sent him by the hands of his servants ships, and servants that had 
knowledge of the sea; and they came with the.servants of Solomon to Ophir, and fetched 
from thence four hundred and fifty talents of gold, and brought them to king Solomon. 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to prove 9 
Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem, with a very great train, and camels that 
bare spices, and gold in abundance, and precious stones: and when she was come to 
Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart. And Solomon told 
her all her questions: and there was not any thing hid from Solomon which he told 
her not. And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, and the 3 

house that he had built, and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and 
the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel; his cupbearers also, and their 
apparel; and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the LORD; there 
was no more spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard 
in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not their 6 
words, u!1til I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half of the greatness 
of thy wisdom was not told me: thou exceedest the fame that 1 heard. Happy are 
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thy men, and happy arc these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and 
8 hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee, to set 

thee on his throne, to be king for the LORD thy God: because thy God loved Israel, 
to establish them for ever, therefore made he thee king over them, to do judgement 
and justice. And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and 
spices in great abundance, and precious stones: neither was there any such spice as 

ro the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. And the servants also of Huram, and 
the servants of Solomon, which brought gold from Ophir, brought algum trees and 
precious stones. And the klng made of the algum trees terraces for the house of 
the Lo RD, and for the king's house, and harps and psalteries for the singers: and 
there were none such seen before in the land of Judah. And king Solomon gave to 
the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which she had 
brought unto the king. So she turnec}, and went to her own land, she and her servants. 

13 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and 
threescore and six talents of gold; beside that which the chapmcn and merchants 
brought: and all the kings of Arabia and the governors of the country brought gold 
and silver to Solomon. And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold: 
six hundred shekels of beaten gold went to one target. Ami he made three hundred 
shields of beaten gold; three hundred shekels of gold went to one shield: and the 

17 king put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon. Moreover the king made a 
great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold. And there were six steps to 
the throne, with a footstool of gold, which were fastened to the throne, and stays on 
either side by the place of the scat, and two lions standing beside the stays. And 
twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps: there 

20 was not the like made in any kingdom. And all king Solomon's drinking vessels 
were of gold, and all the vessels of the hm1se of the forest of Lebanon were of pure 
gold: silver was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon. For the king had 
ships that went to Tarshish with the servants of Huram: once every three years 
came the ships of Tarshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks. 

22 So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom. And all 
the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which 
God had put in his heart. And they brought every man his present, vessels of silver, 
and vessels of gold, and raiment, armour, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year 
by year. Ancl Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots, and twelve 
thousand horsemen, whirh he bestowed in the chariot cities, and with the king at 

26 Jerusalem. And he ruled over all the kings from the River even unto the land of the 
Philistines, and to the border of Egypt. And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem 
as stones, and cedars made he to be as the sycamore trees that are in the lowland, for 
abundance. And they brought horses for Solomon out of Egypt, and out of all lands. 

2 9 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, first and last, arc they not written in the history 

10 

of Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions 
of lddo the seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Ncbat? And Solomon reigned in 
Jerusalem over all Israel forty years. And Solomon slept with his fathers, and he wns 
buried in the city of David his father: and Rchoboam his son reigned in his stead. 

CHRONICLE III. -THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH TO THE CAPTIVITV 

And Rehoboam went to Shcchem: for all Israel were come to Shechem to make 
him king. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it, (for 

he was in Egypt, whither he had fled from the presence of king Solomon,) 
that Jeroboam returned out of Egypt. And they sent and called him; and 

Jeroboam and all Israel came, and they spake to Rchoboam, saying, Thy father 
made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, 

Rehoboam 
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and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. And hes 
said unto them, Come again unto me after three days. And the people departed. 
And king Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, that had stood before Solomon 
his fatheLr while he yet live<!, saying, What counsel give ye me lo return answer to 
this people? And they spake unto him, saying, If thou be kind to this people, and 
please them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever. 
But he forsook the counsel of the old men which they had gi\'en him, and look counsels 
with the young men that were grown up with him, that stood before him. And he 
said unto them, What counsel giYe ye, that we may return answer lo this people, who 
ha,·c spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke that thy father did put upon us lighter? 
And the young men -that were grown up with him spake unto him, saying, Thus 
shalt thou say unto the people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made om 
yoke hcaYy, but make thou il lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto them, l\ly 
litile fin~<er is thicker than my father's loins. And now whereas my father did lade II 
you with a hea,-y yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father chastised you with whips, 
but I will chastise you with scorpions. So Jeroboam and all the people came to Reho
boam the third dav. as the king bade, saving, Come to me again the third day. And 
the king answered them roughly; and ·king Rehoboam forsook the counsel of the 
old men, and spake to them af1er the counsel of the young men, saying, l\ly_ father 14 
made your yoke hcan, but I will add thereto: my father chastised you with whips, 
but I will chastise you with scorpions. So the king hearkmed not unto the 
people; for it was brought about of God, that the LORD might establish his word, 
which he spake by the hand of Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 
And when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered 16 
the king, saying, What portion ha\"e we in David? neither ha\'e we inheritance in the 
son of Jesse: e\'ery man to your tents, 0 Israel: now sec to thine own house, Da,·id. 
So all Israel departed unto their tents. But as for the children of Israel that dwelt 
in the cities of Judah, Rchoboam reigned O\'er them. Then king Rehoboam sent 
Hadoram, who was over the levy; and the children of Israel stoned him with stones, 
that he died. And king Rehoboam mac.le speed to get him up to hi,; chariot, to Oee 
to Jerusalem. So Israel rebelled against the house of David, unto this day. 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assembled the house of Judah ll 
and Benjamin, an hunc.lrcd and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, 
to fight against Israel, to bring the kingdom again to Rchoboam. But the word of 
the LORD came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, Speak unto Rchoboam the son 
of Solomon, kin.'( of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, saying, Thus 
saith the LORD, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren: return every man 
tn his house; for this thing is of me. So they hearkened unto the words of the LORD, 
and returned from going against Jeroboam. 

And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for defence in Judah. He 5 
built even Bcth-lehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, and Beth-zur, and Soco, and Adullam, 
ancl Gath, and Marcshah, and Ziph, and Adoraim, and Lachish, and Azekah, and 
Zorah, and Aijalon, and Hebron, which arc in Judah and in Benjamin, fcncccl cities. 
Anr\ he fortified the strong holds, and put captains in them, and store of ,-ictual, 
and oil and wine. Anrl in every several city he put shields and spears, and made 
them exceeding strong. And Judah and Benjamin belonged to him. Ancl the 13 
priests and the Levites that were in all Israel resorted to him out of all their borcler. 
For the Levites left their suburbs and their possession, ancl came to Judah and 
Jerusalem: for Jeroboam and his sons cast them off, that they should not execute 
the priest's office unto the LORD: and he appointed him priests for the high places, 
and for the he-goats, and for the calves which he had made. And after them, out of 
all the tribes of Israel, such as set their hearts to seek the LORD, the God of Israel, 
came to Jerusalem to sacrifice unto the LORD, the God of their fathers. So they 17 
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strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong, 
18 three years: for they walked three years in the way of David" and Solomon. And 

Rehoboam took him a wiie, Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth the son of Davit.I 
and of Abihail the daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse; and she bare him sons· Jeush

1 

and Shemariah, and Zaham. And after her he took Maacah the daughter of Absalom; 
and she bare him Abijah, and Atlai, and Ziza, and Shclomith. And Rehoboam loved 
Maacah the daughter of Absalom above all his wives and his concubines: (for he 
took eil-(hteen wives, and threescore concubines, and·begat twenty and eight sons and 

22 threescore daughters). And Rehoboam appointed Abijah the son of Maacah to b .. 
chid, even the prince among his brethren: for he was minded to make him kin!(. 
And he dealt wisely, and dispersed of all his sons throughout all the lands of Judah 
and Bcnjam;n, unto every fenced city: and he gave them victual in abundance. 
And he sought for them many wives. 

12 And it came to pass, when the kingdom of Rehoboam was established, anrl he 
was strong, that he forsook the law of the LORD, and all Israel with him. And it 
came lo pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak king of Egypt came 
up af.(ainst Jerusalem, because they had trespassed against the LORD, with twelve hun
dred chariots, and threescore thousand horsemen: and the people were without num
ber that came with him out of Egypl; the Lubim, the Sukkiim, and the Ethiopians. 

4 And he look the fencer\ cities which pertained to Judah, and came unto Jerusalem. 
Now Shcmaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam, and to the princes of Judah, thal 
were gathered together to Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said unto them, Thus 
saith the LORD, Ye have forsaken me, therefore have I also left you in the hand of 
Shishak. Then the princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves; and they 

7 said, The LORD is righteous. Anrl when the LORD saw that they hum bled themselves, 
Lhe word of the LORD came to Shemaiah, saying, They have humbled themselves; 
I will not destroy them: but I will grant them some deliverance, and my wrath shall 
not he poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. Nevertheless they shall 
he his servants; that they may know my service, and the service of the kingdoms of 

9 the countries. So Shisha k king o[ Egypt cam~ up against Jerusalem, and took 
away the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's hous<'; 
he took all away: he took away also the shields of gold which Solomon had made. 
And king Rehohoam made in their stead shields of brass, and committed them lo 
the hands of the captains of the guard, that kept the door of the king's house. And 
it was so, that as oft as the king entered into the house of the LORD, the guard came 

i2 and bare them, ancl brought them back into the guard chamber. And when he 
humbled himself, the wrath of the LORD turnc<l from him, that he would not destroy 
him altogether: and moreover in Judah there were good things found. So king 
Rehoboam strengthened him sci[ in Jerusalem, and reigned: for Rehoboam was 
[orly and one years old when he began lo reign, and he reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city which the Lotm had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put 

q his name there: and his mother's name was Naamah the Ammonitess. And he did 
that which was evil, because he set not his heart to seek the LORD. Now the art·' 
of Rchohoam, first and last, arc they not wrillen in the histories of Shemaiah tlH· 
prophet ancl of IdLlo the seer, after the manner o[ genealogies? And there were war, 
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually. And Rehoboam slept with hi< 
fathers, and was buried in the city of David: and Abijah his son reigned in his stead. 

13 In the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam began Abijah to reign over Judah. 
Three years reigned he in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Micaiah Lhc 
Ab .. h daughlerof Uriel of Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and Jero-

IJa lioam. And Abijah joined battle with an army of valiant men of war, even 
four hundred thousand chosen men: and Jeroboam set the battle in array against 
him with eight hundred thousand chosen men, who were mighty men of valour. 
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And Abijah stood up upon mount Zcmaraim, which is in the hill country of Ephraim, 4 
and said: Hear me, 0 Jeroboam and all Israel; ought ye not to know that the LORD, 
the God of Israel, gave the kingdom over Israel to David for ever, even to him and 
to his sons by a co,·enant of salt? Yet Jeroboam the son of Ne bat, the servant of 
Solomon the son of Dal'id, rose up, and rebelled against his lord. And there were 7 
gathered unto him vain men, sons of Belia!, which strengthened themselves against 
RL·hoboam the son of Solomon, when Rehoboa:n was young and tenderhearted, and 
could not with:<tand them. And now ye think to withstand the kingdom of the 
LORD in the hand of the sons of David; and ye be a great multitude, and there are 
with you the golden cakes which Jeroboam made you for gods. Ha,·e ye not driven 9 
out the priests of the LORD, the sons of Aaron, and the Lc,·ites, and have made you 
priests after the manner of the peoples of other lands? so that whosocYer cometh to 
ron,;ccratc himself with a young bullock and seven rams, the same may be a priest 
of them that arc no gods. But as for us, the LORD is our God, and we ha,·e nol 
forsaken him; and we have priests ministering unto the LORD, the sons of Aaron, 
and the Levites in their work: and they burn unto the LORD every morning and u 
,.,·ery e\•cning burnt offerings and sweet incense: the shcwbread also set they in 
order upon the pure table; and the candlestick of irold with the lamps thereof, to 
bum every evening: for we hep the charge of the LORD our God; but ye have for
:-aken him. .-\nd, behold, God is with us at our head, and his priests with the trumpets 
of alarm to sound an alarm airainst you. 0 children of Israel, fight ye not airainst 
the LORD, the God of your fathers; for ye shall not prosper. But Jeroboam caused 13 
an am hushment to come about hehind them: so they were before Judah, and the 
ambushment \Ya:< behind them. And when Judah looked back, behold, the battle 
was before and hchind them: and they cried unto the LORD, and the priests sounded 
with the trumpets. Then the men of Judah gave a shout: and as the men of Judah 
;houted, it came to pa,;s, that God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and 
Judah. And the children of l,;rael fled before Judah: and God delivered them into 16 
their hand. And Abijah and his people slew them with a great slaughter: so there 
f1·ll down slain of Israel five hundred thousand chosen men. Thus the children of 
Israel were brought under at that time, and the children of Judah prevailed, because 
tlwy relied upon the LORD, the God of their fathers. And Abijah pursued after 
Jeroboam, and took cities from him, Beth-el with the towns thereof, and Jeshanah 
with the towns thereof. and Ephron with the towns thereof. Neither did Jeroboam 20 

recowr strength again in the days of Abijah: and the LORD smote him, and he died. 
But Ahijah waxed mighty, and took unto himself fourteen wives, and begat twenty 
and two sons, anrl "ixteen daughters. And the rest of the acts of Abijah, and his 
ways, and his 'ayings, arc written in the commentary of the prophet Iddo. 

So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David, and 14 
Asa his son rei1med in his stea~. In his days the land was quiet ten years. And 
.\sa did that which was good and riirht in the eyes of the LoRD his God: A 
for he took away the strange altars, and the high places, and brake down sa 
tlie pillars, and hewed down the Asherim; and commanded Judah to seek the LORD, 
the God of their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment. Also he took 5 
away out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the sun-images: and the 
kingdom was C]Uiet before him. And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land 
was quiet, and he had no war in those vears; because the LORD liad given him rest. 
For he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and make about thl'm walls, and 7 
towers, gates, and bars; the land is yet he fore us, because we have sought the LORD 
our God; we have sought him, and he hath given us rest on every side. So they 
!n1ilt anrl prospered. And Asa had an army that bare bucklers and spears, out of 
Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and drew 
bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: all these were mighty men of valour. 
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9 And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with an army of a thousand 
thousand; and three hundred chariots; and he came unto Mareshah. Then Asa 
went out to meet him, and they set the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at 
Mareshah. And Asa cried unto the LORD his God, and said, LORD, there is none 
beside thee·to help, between the mighty and him that hath no strength: help us,() 
LORD our God; for we rely on thee, and in thy name are we come against this multi-

12 tu de. 0 LORD, thou art our God; let not man prevail against thee. So the LORD 

smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. And 
Asa and the people that were with him pursued them unto Gerar: and there fdl of 
the Ethiopians so many that they could not recover themselves; for they were de
stroyed before the LORD, and before his host; and they carried away very much 

14 booty. And they smote all the cities round about Gerar; for the fear of the LORD 
came upon them: and they spoiled all the cities; for there was much spoil in them. 
They smote also the tents of cattle, and carried away sheep in abundance and camels, 
and returned to Jerusalem. 

15 And the spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded: and he went out to 
meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the 
LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; 
but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. Now for long seasons Israel hath been 
without the true God, e.nd without a teaching priest, and without law: but when in 
their distress they turned unto the LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, he was 

5 found of them. And in those times there was no peace to him that went out, nor to 
him that came in, but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants o[ the lands. 
And they were broken in pieces, nation against nation, and city against city: for Gori 
did vex them with all adversity. But be ye strong, and let not your hands be slack: 

8 for your work shilll be rewarded. And when Asa heard these words, il.nd the prophecy 
of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abominations out o[ all the 
land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken from the hill 
country of Ephraim; and he renewed the altar of the Lmm, that was before the porch 

9 of the LORD. And he gatherer! all Judah and Benjamin, and them that ~ojournccl 
with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him 
out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that the LORD his God was with him. 
So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of Asa. And they sacrificed unto the LORD in that day, of the spoil 

12 which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. And they 
entered into the covenant to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, with all their 
heart and with all their soul; and that whosoever would not seek the LORD, the God 
of Israel, should be put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. 
And they sware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, 

15 and with cornets. And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all 
their heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: 
and the LORD gave them rest round about. And also Maacah the mother of Asa 
the king, he rPmoved her from being queen, because she had made an abominable 
image for an Asherah; and Asa cut down her image, and made dust of it, and burnt 

17 it at the brook Kidron. But the high places were not taken away out of Israf'l: 
neverthelrss the heart of Asa was perfect all his days. And he brought into the 
house of God the things that his father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedi
cated, silver, and gold, and vessels. And there was no more war unto the five and 
thirtieth year of the reign of Asa. 

16 In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa, Baasha king of Israel went up 
against Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not suffer any. to go out or come in 
to Asa king of Judah. Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of the treasures of 
the house of the LORD and of the king's house, and sent to Ben-hadad king of Syria, 
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that dwelt at Damascus, saying, There is a league between me and thee, as there 
was between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent thee silver and gold; go, 
break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart from me. And 4 
Bcn-hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against the 
cities of Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-maim, and all the store 
cities of l'\aphtali. And it came to pass, when Baasha heard thereof, that he left ofT 
building of Ramah, and let his work cease. Then Asa the kin!!: took all Judah: 
and tlll'y carried away the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith 
Baasha had builded; and he built therewith Geba and Mizpah. And at that time? 
Hanani the s~cr came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast 
relied on the king of Syria, and hast not relied on the LoRn thy God, therefore i<; the 
host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. Were not the Ethiopians and 
the Lubim a huge host, with chariots and horsemen exceeding many? yet, because 
thou didst rely on the LORD, he rieli\·ercd them into thine hand. For the eyes of the 9 
LoRD run to am\ fro throughout the whole ea11h, to shew himself stronl!: in the be
half of them w ho'e heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly; 
for from henceforth thou shalt have wars. Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and 
put him in the prison house; for he was in a rage with him because of this thing. 
:\nd Asa oppressed some of the people the same time. And, behold, the acts of Asa, 
first and last, lo, the\" are written in the book of thr kings of Judah and Israel. And 12 

in the thirty and ninth year of his reil!:n Asa was diseased in his feet; his disease was 
exce<'cling great· yet in his disease he sought not to the LORD, but to the physicians. 
Ancl Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year of his reil!:ll. 
And they buriccl him in his own sepulchrrs, which he had hewn out for himself in 
the city of Da1,id, and laicl him in the bed which was filled with sweet odours and divers 
kinds of spicc-s prepared by the apothecaries' art: and they made a Yery great burn
ing for him. 

And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and strenl!:lhcned himself against 17 
Israel. And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and set garrisons in 
the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, which Asa his father had Jehoshaphat 
taken. And the LoR!l was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the first 
ways of his father David, and sought not unto the llaalim; but soul!:hl lo the God 4 
of his father, and walked in his commandments, and not after the doinl!:s of Israel. 
Therefore the LORD stablished the kin!!:dom in his hand; and all Judah brought to 
Jehoshaphat presents; and he had riches and honour in abundance. And his heart 
was lifted up in the ways of the LORD: and furthermore he took away the high 
plarcs and the Asherim out of Judah. Al,;o in the third year of his reign he sent his 7 
princes, even Ben-hail, and Obadiah, and Zechariah, and Nethanel, and l\licaiah, 
lo leach in the cities of Judah; and with them the Levites, even Shemaiah, and 
Ncthaniah, and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan, and 
Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, the Le\'ites; and with them Elishama 
and Jehoram, the priests. And they taught in Judah, havin11: the book of the law 9 
of the LoRn with them; and they went about throughout all the cities of Judah, 
and taul!:ht among the people. And the fear of the LORD fell upon all the kin11:
doms of the lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no war again'! 
Jehoshaphat. And some of the Philistines broul!:ht Jehoshaphat presents, and 
silver for tribute; the Arabians also brouf(ht him flocks, seven thousand and seven 
hundred rams, and seven thousand and ·seven hundred he-goats. And Jeho,ha- 12 

phat waxed great exceedingly; and he built in Judah castles and cities of store. 
And he had many works in the cities of Judah; and men of war, mi1?:hty men of 
valour, in Jerusalem. And this was the numbering of them according to their 
fathers' houses: of Judah, the captains of thousands; Arlnah the captain, and with 
him mighty men of valour three hundred thousand: and next to him Jehohanan 
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<6 the captain, and with him two hundred and fourscore thousand: and next to him 
Amasiah the son of Zichri, who willingly offered himself unto the LORD; and with 
him two hundred thousand mighty men of valour: and of Benjamin; Eliada a 
mighty man of valour, and with him two hundred thousand armed with bow and 
shield: and next to him Jehozabad, and with him an hundred and fourscore thousand 
ready prepared for war. These were they that waited on the king, beside those 
whom the king put in the fenced cities throughout all Judah. 

18 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance; and he joined affinity 
with Ahab. And after certain years he went down to Ahab to Samaria. And Ahab 
killed sheep and oxen for him in abundance, and for the people that were with him, 
and moved him to go up with him to Ramoth-gilead. And Ahab king of Israel said 
unto Jehoshaphat king of Judah, Wilt thou go with me to Ramoth-gilead? And he 
answered him, I am as thou art, and my people as thy people; and we will be with 

4 thee in the war. And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Inquire, I p1ay thee, 
at the word of the LORD to-day. Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets 
together, four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to 
battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for God shall deliver it into the 
hand of the king. But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here besides a prophet oi the 

7 LORD, that we might inquire of him? And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, 
There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD: but I hate him; for 
he never prophesieth good concerning me, but always evil: the same is Micaiah the 
son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. Then the kirg of 

9 Israel called an officer, and said, Fetch quickly Micaiah the son of Im la. Now the 
king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on his throne, arrayed in 
'.heir robes, and they sat in an open place at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; 
and all the prophets prophesied before them,. And Zedekiah thl' son of Chenaanah 
made him horns of !ron, and said, Thus saith the LORD, With these shalt thou push 

II the Syrians, until they be consumed. And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, 
Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand 
of the king. And the messenger that went to call l\Iicaiah spake to him, saying, 
Behold, the words cf the prophets declare good to the king with one mouth: let thy 
word therefore, I pray thee, be like one of theirs, and speak thou good. And iVficaiah 

r4 said, As the LORD liveth, what my God saith, that will I speak. And when he was 
come to the king, the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramolh·gilead lo 
battle, or shall I forbear? And he said, Go ye up, and prosper; and they shall be 
delivered into your hand. And the king said to him, How many times shall I adjure 

r6 thee that thou speak unto me nothing but the truth in the name of the LoRD? And 
he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: 
and the LORD said, These have no master; let them return every man to his house in 
peace. And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Diel I not tell thee that he would 
not prophesy good concerning me, but evil? And he said, Therefore hear ye the 
word 6f the Lmrn: I saw the LORD sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven 

r'J standing on his right hand and on his left. And the LORD said, Who shall entice 
Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? And one spake 
saying after this manner, and another saying after that manner. And there came 
forth a spirit, and stood before the LORD, and said, I will entice him. And the LORD 
said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, I will go forth, and will be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt entice him, and shalt 

22 prevail also: go forth, and do so. Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a 
lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets; and the LORD hath spoken evil con
cerning thee. Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and smote Micaiah 
upon the check, and said, Which way went the spirit of the LORD from me to speak 
unto thee? And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see on that day, when thou shalt 
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go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. And the king of Israel said, Take ye 25 
:\Iicaiah, and carrv him back unto Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the 
king's son; and say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him 
with bread of aftliction and with water of allliclion, until I return in peace. And 
:\Iicaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the LORD hath not spoken by me. And 
he said, Hear, ye peoples, all of you. 

So the kinp; of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth- 28 
~lead. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and go 
into the battle; but put thou on thy robes. So the king of Israel disguised himself; 
and they went into the battle. Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains 
of his chariots, saying, Fight neither with smrrll nor great, save only with the king of 
brae!. And it came to pass, wh<'n the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat. 32 
that they said, It is lhe king of Israel. Therefore they lurned about lo light against 
him: but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helpc<l him; and (;od moved them 
to depart from him. And it came lo pass, when the captains of the chariots saw 
that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned hack from pursuing him. And 33 
a certain man dr~w his bow al a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the 
joints of the harness: wherefore h" said lo the dri,·er of the chariot, Turn thine hand, 
and carry me out of the host; for I am sore wounded. And the battle increased 
that day: howbeit the king of Israel stayed himself up in his chariot against the 
Syrians until the ewn: and about the time of the going down of the sun he died. 

And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in peace to Jerusalem. 19 
And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and sairl to king Jehosha
phat, Shouldest thou help the wicked, and love them that hate the LORD' For this 
thing wrath is upon thee from before the LORD. Nevertheless there arc good things 
found in thee, in that thou hast put away the Asheroth out of the land, and hast set 
thine heart to sec k God. 

And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem: and he went out again among the people 4 
from Beer-sheba lo the hill country of Ephraim, and brought them back unto the 
LORD, the God of their fathers. And he set judges in lhe land throughout all the 
fenced cities of Judah, city by city, and said to the judges, Consider what ye do: for 
ye judge not for man, but for the LORD; am\ he is with you in the judgement. Now 7 
therefore let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed and do it: for there is no 
ini<juity with the LoRD our God, nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts. l\fore
over in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites and the priests, and of the heads 
of the fathers' houses of Israel, for the judgement of the LORD, and for controversies. 
And they returned to Jerusalem. And he charg~d them, saying, Thus shall ye do 9 
in the fear of the LoRD, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. And whensoever any 
controversy shall come to you from your brethren that dwell in their cities, between 
blood and blood, between law and commandment, statutes and judgements, ye shall 
warn them, that they be not guilty towards the LORD, and so wrath come upon you 
and upon your brethren: this do, and ye shall not be guilty. And, behold, Amariah n 
the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; and 7..cbadiah the son of 
Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, in all the king's matters: also the Levites 
shall be officers before you. Deal courageously, and the LORD be with the good. 

And it came to pass after this, that the children of Moab, and the children of 20 
Ammon, and with them some of the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battlt•. 
Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multi
tude against thee from beyond the sea from Syria; and, behold, they be in I-Iazazon
tamar (the same is En-gedi). And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek unto 
the LORD; and he proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah gathcrcd4 
themselves together, to seek help"of the LORD: even out of all the cities of Judah 
they came to seek the LORD. And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah 
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and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court; and he said, O 
LORD, tbe God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and art not thou ruler 
over all the kingdoms of the nations? and in thine hand is power and might, so that 

7 none is able to withstand thee. Di<lst not thou, 0 our God, drive out the inhabitants 
of this land before thy people Israel, and gavcst it to the seed of Abraham thy friend 
for ever? An cl they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy 
name, saying, If evil come upon us, the sword, judgement, or pestilence, or famine, 
we will stand before this house, and before thee, (for thy name is in this house,) and 

ro cry unto thee in our affliction, and thou wilt hear and save. And now, behold, the 
children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let Israel 
invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned aside from them, 
and destroyed them not; behold, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy 
possession, which thou hast given us to inherit. 0 our God, wilt thou not judge 
them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; 

13 neither know we what lo do: but our eyes are upon thee. And all Judah stoo<l 
before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children. Then upon 
Jahazicl the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of .Mat
taniah, the Levite, of the sons of Asaph, came the spirit of the LORD in the midst of 
the congregation; and he sai<l, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jeru
salem, and thou king Jehoshaphat: thus saith the LORD unto you, Fear not ye, 
neither be dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, 

16 but God's. To· morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the ascent 
of Ziz; and ye slrn.ll find them al the end of the valley, before the wilderness of Jerucl. 
Ye shall not need to fight in this lmtlle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the 
salvation of the Lo1m with you, 0 Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed: 

18 to-morrow go out against them; for the Lorm is with you. And Jehoshaphat bowed 
his head with his face lo the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
fell down before the LORD, worshipping the LORD. And the Levites, of the children 
of the Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites, stood up to praise the LORD, 
the God of Israel, with an exceeding loud voice. 

20 And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: 
and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, 0 Judah, and ye in
habitants of J crusalem; believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; 
believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. And when he had taken counsel with the 
people, he appointed them that should sing unto the LORD, and praise the beauty of 
holiness, as they went out before the army, and say, Give thanks unto the LORD; 

22 [or his mercy endureth for ever. And when they began to sing and to praise, the 
LORD set liers in wait against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, 
which were come against Judah; and they were smitten. For the children of Ammon 
and .Moab stood up against the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy 
them: and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped 

24 to destroy another. And when Judah came to the watch-tower of the wilderness, 
they looked upon the multitude; and, behold they were dead bodies fallen to the 
earth, and there were none that escaped. And when Jehoshaphat and his people 
came to take the spoil of them, they found among them in abundance both riches 
and dead bodies, and precioos jewels, which they stripped off for themseh·es, more 
than they could carry away: and they were three days in taking of the spoil, it was 

26 so much. And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Beracah; 
for there they 'blessed' the LORD: therefore the name of that place was called The 
valley of 'Beracah,' unto this day. Then they returned, every man of Judah and 
Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them, to go again to Jerusalem with 
joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over'their enemies. And they came to 

29 Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the house of the LORD. And 
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the feur of God was on all the kingdoms of the countries, when they heard that the 
LORD fought against the enemies of Israel. So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: 30 
for his God ga \'e him rest round about. 

And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah: he was thirty and five years old when he 
began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem: and his mother's 
name was .-\zubah the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in the way of Asa his 32 
father, and turned not aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the 
LoRD. Howbeit the high places were not taken away; neither as yet had the people 
set their hearts unto the God of their fathers. Now the rest of the acts of Jehosha
phat, first and last, behold, they are written in the history of Jehu the son of I-Ianani, 
which is inserted in the book of the kings of Israel. 

And after this did Jehoshaphat king- of Judah join himself with Ahaziah king of 35 
Israel; the same did very wickedly: and he joined himself with him to make ships 
to go to Tarshish: and they made the ships in Ezion-gcbcr. Then Eliezer the son 
of Dodarnhu of .\lareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, Because thou 
hast joined thy,;elf with Ahaziah, the LORD hath destroyed thy works. And the 
ships were broken, that they were not able to go to Tarshish. 

And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the 21 
city of David: and Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. And he had brethren the 
sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, andAzariah, and ] h 
l\lichael, and Shcphatiah: all these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of e oram 
Israel. And their father gave them great gifts, of silver, and of gold, and of precious 
things, with fenced cities in Judah: but the kingdom gave he to Jehoram, because 
he was the firstborn. Now when Jehoram was risen up o\'cr the kingdom of his 4 
father, and had strengthened himself, he slew all his brethren with the sword, and 
divers al"O of the nrinccs of Israel. 

Jehoram w~s tiiirty and two years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 
eight years in Jerusalem. And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as die! 
the house of Ahab: for he had the daughter of Ahab to wife: an cl he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the LORD. Howbeit the LoRD wou!Ll not destroy the house of 7 
David, because of the covenant that lie had made with Da,·id, and as he promised 
to give a lamp to him and to his children alway. In his days Edom revolted from 
under the hand of Judah, and made a king over themselves. Then Jehoram passed 
over with his-captains, and all his chariots with him: and he rose up by night, and 
smote the Edomiles which compassed him about, and the captains of the chariots. 
So Edom rernlted from under the hand of Judah, unto this day: then dicl Libnah 10 

revolt at the same time from under his hand: because he had forEakcn the LORD, 
the God of his fathers. Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, 
and made the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a whoring, and led Judah astray. And 
there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the LORD, 
the God of David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehosha
;ihat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah; but hast walked in the way 13 
of the l:ings of Israel, and hast made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go 
s whoring, like as the house of Ahab did; and also hast slain thy brethren of thy 
father's house, which were better than thyself: behold, the LORD will smite with a 
l!rPat plague thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy substance: 
anrl thou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out 
by reason of the sickness, day by day. And the LORD stirred up against Jehoram 16 
the spirit of the Philistines, and of the Arabians which arc ll'·side the Ethiopians: 
and they came up against Judah, and brake into it, and carried away all the sub
stance that was found in the king's house, and his sons also, and his wives; so that 
th~re was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons. And after 
all this the LORD smote him in his bowels with an incurable disease. And it came 19 
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to pass, in process of time, at the end of two years, that his bowels fell out by reason 
of his sickness, and he died of sore diseases. And his people made no burning for 
Lim, like Lhc burning of his fathers. Thirty and two years old was he when he began 
to reihrtl, ancl he reigned in Jerusalem eight years: and he departed without being de
sired; and they buried him in the city of David, but not in the sepulchres of the kings. 

22 And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son king in his 
slead: for the band of men that came with the Arabians to the camp had slain all 
the eldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned. Forty and two 
Ahaziah years old was Aha;dah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in 

. Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Athaliah the daughter of Omri. 
3 I le also walked in tl1c ways of the house of Ahab: for his mother was his counsellor to 

rlo wickedly. And he did Lhal which was evil in lhe sight of the LORD, as did the house 
of Ahab: for they were his counsellors after the death of his father, to his destruction. 
I le walkecl also after their connsl"l, and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Israel 
to war ''-gainsl 1-lazac·l kinp; of Syria at Ramoth-gilead: and the Syrians wounded 

6 Joram. And he returned to be healed in Jczrccl of the wounds which they had 
given him at Ramah, when he fought against I-Iazael king of Syria. And Azariah 
the son of Jehoram king of Judah went down to sec Jchoram the son of Ahab in 
.kzrccl, because he was sick. Now lhe destruction of Ahaziah was of God, in that 
he wcnl unto Joram: for when he was come, he went out with Jehoram against 
Jehu lhe son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to cut oJl the house of Ahab. 

a And il came lo pass, when Jehu was executing judgement upon the house of Ahab, 
:hat he found lhe princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, minister
ing to Ahaziah, and slew them. And he sought Ahaziah, and they caught him, (now 
he was hiding in Samaria,) and they brought him to Jehu, and slew him; and they 
buried him, fo~ they sai•l, He is the son of Jehoshaphat, who.soup;ht the LORD with 
all his heart. And the house of Ahaziah had no power to hold the kingdom. 

ro Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose 
and destroyed all the seed royal of the house of Judah. But Jehoshabcath, thr 

Athaliah 
daughter of the king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stoic him away 
from among the king's sons that were slain, and put him and his nurse 

in the bedchamber. So Jchoshabeath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the wife of 
Jchoiacla the priest, (for she was the sister of Ahaziah,) hid him from Athaliah, so 
that she slew him nol. And he was with Lhcm hid in the house of God six years: 
and Athaliah reip;ncd over the land. 

23 And in Lhe seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and took the captains 
of hundreds, Azariah lhe son of fehoram, and Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, and 
Azariah the son of Obed, and Maasciah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son 
of Zichri, into covenant with him. And they went about in Judah, and gathered the 
Levites out of all the cities of Judah, and Lhe heads of fathers' houses of Israel, and 

3 they came lo Jerusalem. And all the congregation made a covenant with the king 
in the house of God. And he said unto them, Behold, the king's son shall reip;n, as 
the LoRn hath spoken concerning the sons of David. This is the thing that ye shall 
do: a third part of you, that come in on the sabbath, of the priests and of the Levites, 
shall he porters of the doors; and a third part shall be at the king's house; and a 
third part at Lhc gate of the foundation: and all the people shall he in the courb 

6 of Lhe house of lhe LORD. But let none come into the house of the L01m, sa\'l' the 
pries ls, and they thal minister of the Levites; Lhey shall come in, ~or they a re holy: 
hut all the people shall keep the watch of the LORD. And the Levites shall compass 
the king round about, every man with his weapons in his hand; and whosoe\'er ~omcth 
into the house, let him be slain: and be ye with the king when he cometh m, and 

a when he goeth out. So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jchoiada 
the priest comm;rndcrl: and they took every man his men, those that were lo comt' 
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in on the sabbath, with those that were lo go out on the sabbath; for Jehoiada the 
priest dismissed not the courses. And Jehoiada the priest delivered to the captains 
of hundreds the spears, and bucklers, and shields, that had been king David's, which 
were in the house of God. And he set all the people, every man wilh his weapon in 10 

his hand, from the right side of the house to the left side of the house, along by the 
altar and the house, by the king round about. Then they brought out the king's 
,;on, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony, and made him king: 
and Jehoiada and his sons anointed him; and they said, God save the king. And 
"·h~n Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came 
to the people into the house of the LORD: and she looked, and, behold, the king 13 
stood by his pillar at the entrance, and the captains and the trumpets hy the king; 
and all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets; the singers also played 
on instrumenls of music, and led the singing of praise. Then Athaliah rrnt her clothes, 
and said, Treason, treason. And Jehoiada the priest hrought out the captains of 
hundreds that were set over the host, and said unto them, Have her forth hetween 
the ranks; and whoso followeth her, lel him be slain with the sword: for the priest 
said, Slay her not in the house of the LORD. So they made way for her; and she went 15 
to the entr)' of the horse gate to the king's house: and they slew her there. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, and all the people, and the 
king, that lhey should be the LoRn's people. And all the people went to the house 
of Baal, and brake it down, and brake his altars and his images in pieces, and slew 
Mattan the priesl of Baal before the altars. And Jehoiada appointed the ollices of 18 
the house o[ the LoRD under the hand of the priests the Lnitcs, whom David hacl 
distributed in the house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it 
is written in the law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, according lo the order 
of David. And he set the porters at the gates of the house of the LORD, that none 
which was unckan in any thing should enter in. And he took the captains of hun- 20 

dreds, and the nobks, and the governors of the people, and all the people of the 
land, and brought down the king from the house of the LORD: and they came through 
the upper gate unto the king's house, and set the king upon the throne of the king
dom. So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was quiet: and they slew 
Athaliah with the sword. 

Joash was seven years old when he began to reign; and he reigned forty years 24 
in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Zibiah of Beer-she ha. And h 
Joash did that which was right in lhe eyr,s of the LORD all the days of Joas 
Jehoiada the priest. And Jehoiada took for him two wives; and he bcgal sons and 
daughters. 

And it came lo pass after this, that Joash was minded to restore the house of the 4 
LORD. And he gathered together the priests and the Levites, and said to them, 
Go out unto the cities of Judah, and gather of all Israel money to repair the house 
of your God from year to year, and see that ye hasten the matter. Howbeit the 
Levites hastened it not. And the king called for Jehoiada the chief, and said unto 6 
him, Why hasl thou not required of the Levites to bring in out of J uclah and out of 
Jerusalem the tax of Moses the servant of the LORD, and of the congregation of 
Israel, for the lent of the testimony? For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, 
had broken up the house of God; and also all the dedicate(] things o[ the house of 
the LORD did they bestow upon the Baalim. So the king commanded, and they made a 
a chest, and set it without at the gate of the house of the LORD. And they made a 
proclamation through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in for the LoRD the tax that 
l\Ioses the scn·ant of God laid upon Israel in the wilderness. And all the princes 
and all the people rejoiced, and brought in, and cast into the chest, until th('y had 
made an end. And it was so, that at what time the chest was brought unto thr II 
king's office by the hand of the Levites, and when they saw that there was much 
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money, the king's scribe and the chief priest's officer came and emptied the chest 
and took it, and carried it to its place aguin. Thus they did day by day, and ~thered 

12 money in abundance. And the king and Jehoiada gave it to sue~ as did the work 
of the service of the house of the Lmm; and they hired masons and carpenters to 
restore the house of the LORD, and also such as wrought iron and bro.ss to repair the 
house of the LORD. So the workmen wrought, and the work was perfected by them, 

14 and they set up the house of God in its state, and strengthened it. And when they 
had made an end, they brought the rest of the money before the king and Jchoiada, 
whereof were made vessels for the house of the LORD, even vessels to minister, and to 
offer withal, and spoons, and vessels of gold and silver. And they offered burnt 
offerings in the house of the LORD continually all the days of Jehoiada. 

15 But Jehoiada waxed old and was full of days, and he died; an hundred and thirty 
years old was he when he died. Ar.d they buried him in the city of David among 
the kings, because he had done good in Israel, and toward God and his house. Now 
after the death of Jehoiada came the princes of Judah, and made obeisance to the 
king. Then the king hearkened unto them. And they forsook the house of the LORD, 
the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols: and wrath came upon 

19 Judah and Jerusalem for this their guiltiness. Yet he sent prophets to them, to 
bring them again unto the LORD; and they testified against them: but they would 
not give ear. And the spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the 
priest; and he stood above the people, and said unto them, Thus saith God, Why 
transgress ye the commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot prosper? because 

21 ye have forsaken the LORD, he hath also forsaken you. And they conspired against 
him, and stoned him with stones at the commandment of the king in the court of the 
house of the LORD. Thus Joash the king remembered not the kindness which 
Jehoiada his father had done to him, but slew his son. And when he died, he said, 

2 3 The LoRD look upon it. and require it. And it came to pass at the end of the year, 
that the army of the Syrians came up against him: and they came to Judah and 
Jerusalem, and destroyed all the princes of the people from among the people, and 
sent all the spoil of them unto the king of Damascus. For the arn1y of the Syrians 
came with a small company of men; and the LORD delivered a very !(real host into 
their hand, because they had forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers. So they 

25 executed judgement upon Joash. And when they were departed from him, (for 
they left him in great diseases,) his own servants conspired against him for the blood 
of the sons of J ehoiada the priest, and slew him on his bed, and he died: and they 
buried him in the city of David, but they buried him not in the sepulchres of the 

26 kings. And these are they that conspired against him; Zabad the son of Shimeath 
the Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith the Moabitess. Now concern
ing his sons, and the grcatncss of the burdens laid upon him, and the rebuilding of 
the house of God, behold, they arc written in the commentary of the book of the kings. 
And Amaziah his son reigned in his stead. 

25 Amaziah was twenty and five years old when he be!(an to rei!(n; and he rei!(ned 
twenty and nine years in JC'rusalem: and his mother's name was Jehoaddan of 

Amaziah 
Jerusalem. And he <lid that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, but 
not with a perfect heart. Now it came to pass, when the kingdom was 

established unto him, that he slew his servants which had killed the king his father. 
4 But he put not their children to death, but did according to that which is written in 

the law in the book of Moses, as the LORD commanded, saying, The fathers shall 
not die for the children, neither shall the children die for the fathers; but every man 
shall die for his own sin. 

5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together, and ordered them according to their 
fathers' houses, under captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, even all Judah 
and Benjamin: and he numbered them from twenty years old and upward, and found 
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them three hundred thousand chosen men; able to go forth to war, that could handle 
spear and shield. He hired also an hundred thousand mighty men of valour out of 6 
Israel for an hundred talents of silver. But there came a man of Gorl lo him, say
ing, 0 king, let not th~ anny of Israel go with thee; for the LORD is not with Israel, 
to wit, with all the children of Ephraim. But if thou wilt go, do valiantly, be strong 
for the battle: Gori shall cast thee down before the enemy; for God hath power to 
help, and to cnst down. And Amaziah said to the man of God, But what shall we 9 
rlo for the hunrlrerl talents which I ha,·e given to the army of Israel? And the man 
of God answered, The LORD is able to give thee much more than this. Then Amaziah 
separated them, to wit, the army that was come to him out of Ephraim, lo go home 
a""in: wherefore their anger was greatly kindled against Ju<lah, and they returned 
home in fierce angd. And Amaziah took courage, and led forth his people, an<l 
went to the Vallev of Salt, and smote of the children of Scir ten thousand. And 12 

other ten thousand did the children of Judah carry away ali\'e, and brought them 
unto the top of the rock, and cast them dcwn from the top of the rock, that they all 
were broken in pieces. But the men of the anny which Amaziah smt back, that they 
should not go with him to battle, fell upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto 
Beth-boron, and smote of them three thousand, and took much spoil. 

Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was come from the slau!(hter of the 14 
F.rlomites, that he brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set them up to be his 
!(o<ls, and bow .. d clown himself before them, and burned incense unto them. Where
fore the an.ger of the LoRD was kindled against Amaziah, and he senl unto him a 
prophet, which said unto him, \\'hy hast thou sought after the gods of the people, 
which have not cleli1·crecl their own people out of thine hand? And it came to pass, 16 
as he talker! with him, that the king said unto him, Have we made thee of the king's 
counsel? forbear; why shouldest thou be smitten? Then the prophet forbare, an<l 
sai<l, I know that God hath detenninecl to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, 
and hast not hearkened unto my counsel. 

Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and sent to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz 17 
the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us look one another in the face. 
And Joash kin!( of l:;racl sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, The thistle that 
was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebannn, saying, Give thy daughter 
to my son to wife: and there passed IJy a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trode 
down the thistle. Thou sayest, Lo, thou hast smitten Edom; an<l thine heart lifteth 19 
thee up to hoast: abide now at home; why shouldest thou rrcddle to thy hurt, that 
thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee? But Amaziah would not hear; 
for it was of God, that he might deliver them into the hand of their enemies, because 
they had sought afln the gods of Edom. So Joash king of Israel went up; and he 
and Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in the face at Beth-shemesh, which 
bclongeth to Judah. And Judah was put to Lhe worse before Israel; and they fled 22 

every man to his tent. Anrl Joash kin!( of Israel took Amaziah kin!( of Judah, the 
son of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, at Reth-shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem, 
anrl brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim unto the corner 
gate, four hundred cubits. And he took all the gold and silver, and all the vessels 
that were found in the house of God with Obed-edom, and the treasures of the king's 
house, the hostages also, and returned to Samaria. 

And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after the death of Joash son 2 5 
of Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. Now the rest oi the acts of Amaziah, first 
and last, behold, are they not written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel) 
!\ow fr~m the time that Amaziah did turn away from following the LORD they made 
a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to Lachish: but they sent after 
him to Lachish, and slew him there. Anrl they brought him upon horses, and burird 
him with his fathers in the city of Judah. 
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26 And all the people of Judah took Uziiah, who was sixteen years old, and made 
him king in the room of his father Amaziah. He built Eloth, and restored it to Ju

Uzziah 
dah, after that the king slept with his fathers. Sixteen years olcl was U zziah 
when he began to reign; and he reigned fifty and two years in Jerusa

lem: and his mother's name was Jechiliah of Jerusalem. And he did that which 
was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all that his father Amaziah had clone. 

5 And he set him>elf to seek Goel in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in 
the vision of God: and as long as he sought the Lo1rn, God made him to prosper. 
And he went forth and warred against the Philistines, and brake down the wall of 
Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdocl; and he built cities in tlw 
country of Ashdod, and among the Philistines. Anc!God helped him against tlic 
Philistines, and against the Arabians that dwelt in Gur-baal, and the Meunirn. 

a And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and his name spread abroad even to tlie 
entering in of Egypt; for he waxed exceeding strong. Moreover Uzziah built towers 
in Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at the valley gate, and at the turning of the 
wall, and fortified them. And he built towers in the wilderness, and hewed out many 
cisterns, for he had much cattle; in the lowland also, and in the plain: and he had 
husbandmen and vinedressers in the mountains and in the fruitful fields; for he 

n loved husbandry. Moreover Uzziah had an army of fighting men, that went out 
to war by bands, according to the number of their reckoning made by Jeiel the 
scribe and Maaseiah the officer, under the hand of Hananiah, one of the king's cap
tains. The whole number of the heads of fathers' houses, even the mighty men of 
valour, was two thousand and six hundred. And under their hand was a trained 
army, three hundred thousand and seven thousand and five hundred, that made war 

14 with mighty power, to help the king against the enemy. And Uzziah prepared for 
them, even for all the host, shields, and spears, and helmets, and coats of mail, and 
bows, and stones for slinging. And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cun
ning men, to be on the towers and upon the battlements, to shoot arrows and great 
stones withal. And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvellously helped, 
till he was strong. 

16 But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up so that he did corruptly, and he 
trespassed against the LORD his God; for he went into the temple of the Lmrn to 
burn incense upon the altar of incense. And Azariah the priest went in after him, 
and with him fourscore priests of the LORD, that were valiant men: and they with
stood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It pertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn 
incense unto the LORD, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to 
burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for thou hast trespassed; neither shall it be 

19 for thine honour from the LORD God. Then Uzziah was wroth; and he had a 
censer in his hand lo burn incense; and while he was wrnth with the priests, the 
leprosy brake forth in his forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, 
beside the altar of incense. And Azariah the chid priest, and all the priests, looked 
upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out 
quickly from thence; yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the Lmm had 

21 smitten him. And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death. and 
dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he was cut oIT from the house of the 
LORD: and Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging the people of tlu. 
land. Now the rest of the acts of Uzzirth, first and last, did Isaiah the prophet, 
the son of Amoz, write. So Uzziah slept with his fathers; and they buried him 
with his fathers in the field of burial which he longed to the kings; for they said, He 
is a leper: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 

27 Jotham was twenty and five years old whPn he began to reil(Tl; and he reil(Tled 
sixteen years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Jerushah the daughter of 
Zadok. And he did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, according to all 
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that his father U zziah had done: howbeit he entered not into the temple of the LORD. 
And the people did yet corruptly. He built the upper gate of the house of the LORD, 3 
and on the wall of Ophel he built much. l\Ioreover he built cities in the J th 
hill country oi Judah, and in the forests he built castles and towers. He 0 am 
fought also with the king of the children of Ammon, and prevailed against them. 
And the children of Ammon gave him the same year an hundred talents of silver, 
and ten thousand measures of wheat, and ten thousand of barley. So much did the 
children of Ammon render unto him, in the second year also, and in the third. So 6 
J<ltham became mighty, because he ordered his ways before the Lmm his God. 
~o"· the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all his wars, and his ways, behold, they are 
\Hillen in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. IIc was fiye and twenty years 
old "·hen he began to reign, and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And Jotham 
s!rpt with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David: and Ahaz his son 
reigned in his stead. 

Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign; and he reigned sixteen years 28 
in Jerusalem: and he did not that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, like 
DaYid his father: but he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and Ah 
made also molten ima)?;es for the Baalim. :\Iorcover he burnt incense az 
in the ,·alley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire, according to the 
ahominations of the hl'athen, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel. 
And he sacrificL'd and burnt incense in th~ high places, and on the hills, and under 4 
ewry ~een tree. \\'hercfore the LoRD his God delivered him into the hand of the 
kin.g of Syria; an1l they smote him, and carried away of his a great multitude of cap
th-cs, and brou)?;ht them to Damascus. And he was also delivered into the hand of 
the king of Israrl, who smote him with a great slaughter. For Pcka.h the son of 
Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred and twenty thousand in one day, all of them 
valiant men; because they had forsaken the LORD, the God of their fathers. And 7 
Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew l\Iaasciah the king's son, and Azrikam the 
ruler of the house, and Elkanah that was next to the king. 

And the children oi Israel carried away captive of their brethren two hundred thou
sand, women, sons, and daughters, and took also away much spoil from them, and brought 
the spoil to Samaria. Ilut a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded: 9 
and he went out to meet the host that came to Samaria, and said unto them, Behold, 
because the LORD, the God of your fathers, was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered 
them into your hand, and ye have slain them in a rage which hath reached up unto 
hcaYen. And now ye purpose to keep under the children of Judah and Jerusalem 
for bondmen and bondwomen unto you; but are there not even with you trespasses 
of your own against the LORD your God? Now hear me therefore, and send back 11 

the captives, which ye have taken capti\'e of your brethren: for the fierce wrath of 
the LORD is upon you. Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, 
Azariah the son oi Johanan, Berechiah the son of Mcshillemoth, and Jchizkiah the 
son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against them that came from 
the war,_ and said unto them, Ye shall not bring in the capti\·cs hither: for ye purpose 13 
that which will bring upon us a trespass against the L01m, to add unto our sins and 
to our trespass: for our trespass is great, and there is fierce wrath against Israel. So 
the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the princes and all the congre
gation. Anrl the men which have been expressed by name rosr up, ancl took the rs 
captives, and with the spoil clothed all that were naked among them, and arrayed 
them, and shod them, and gave them to cat and to drink, and anointed them, ancl 
carried all the feeble of them upon asses, and brought them to Jericho, the city of 
palm trees, unto their brethren: then they returned to Samaria. 

f'.t that time <lid king Ahaz send unto the kings of Assyria to help him. For 16 
agam the Edomites had come and smitten Judah, and carried away captives. The 
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Philistines also had invaded the cities of the lowland, and or the South of Judah, and 
had taken Beth-shcmesh, and Aijalon, and Gederoth, and Soco with the towns 
thereof, and Timnah with the towns thereof, Gimzo also and the towns thereof: 

19 and they dwelt there. For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of 
Israel; for he had dealt wantonly in Judah, and trespassed sore against the LORD. 
And Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came unto him, and distressed him, but strength
ened him not. For Ahaz took away a portion out of the house of the LORD, and out 
of the house of the king and of the princes, and gave it unto the king of Assyria: but 

22 it helper! him not. And in the time of his distress did he trespass yet more against 
the Lo1rn, this same king Ahaz. For he sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus, which 
smote him: and he said, Because the gods of the kings of Syria helped them, therefore 
will I sacrifice to them, that they may help me. But they were the ruin of him, an-1 of all . 
Israel. And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the house of God, and cut in pieces 
the \Tssels of the house of God, and shut up the doors of the house of the LORD; and he 

25 made him altars in every corner of Jerusalem. And in every several city of Judah he 
made high places to bum incense unto other gods, and provoked to anger the LORD, the 
God of his fathers. Now the rest of his acts, and all his ways, first and last, behold, they 
are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. And Ahaz slept with his 
fathers, and they buried him in the city, even in Jerusalem; for they brought him not 
into the sepulchres of the kings of Israel: and Hezekiah his son reigned in his stead. 

29 Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years old; and he rei~crl 
nine and twenty years in Jerusalem: and his mother's name was Abijah the daughtrr 

HezP.kiah 
of Zechariah. And he did that which was right in the eyes of the LORJJ, 
according to all that David his father had done. He in the first year of his 

reign, in the first month, opened the doors of the house of the LORD, and re-
4 paired them. And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them 

together into the broad place on the east, and said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites; 
now sanctify yourselves, and sanctify the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers, 
and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place. For our fathers have trespassed, 
and done that which was evil in the sight of the LORD our God, and have forsaken 
him, and have turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD, and turncLl 

7 their backs. Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and put out the lamps, 
and have not burned incenoe nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place unto the 
God of Israel. Wherefore the wrath of the LORD was upon Judah and Jerusalem, 
and he hath deliverer! them to be tossed to and fro, to be an astonishment, and an 
hissing, as ye sec with your eyes. For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and 

10 our sons and our daughtl'rs and our wives arc in captivity for this. Now it is in mine 
heart to make a covenant with the LORD, the God of Israel, that his fierce anger may turn 
away from us. My sons, be not now negligent: for the LORD hath chosen you to stand 
before him, to minister unto him, and that ye should be his ministers, and bum incense. 

12 Then the Levites arose, l\fahath the son of Amasai, and Joel the son of Azariah, 
of the srms of the Kohathitcs: and of the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi, and 
Azariah the son of Jehallclcl: and of the Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah, and 
Eclcn the son of Joah: anrl of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeuel: and of the 
sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah: and of the sons of Heman, Jehuel and 

15 Shimci: and of the sons of Jerluthun, Shcmaiah and Uzziel. And they gathered 
their brethren, and sanctified themselves, and went in, according to the comm.indmenl 
of the king by the words of the LoRn, to cleanse the house of the LORD. And the 
priests went in unto the inner part of the house of the LORD, to cleanse it, and brought 
out all the uncleanness that they found in the temple of the LORD into the court of 
the house of the LORD. And the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad to the brook 

17 Kidron. Now they began on the first day of the first month to sanctify, and on the 
eighth day of the month came they to the porch of the LORD; and they sanctified the 
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house of the LORD in eight days: and on the sixteenth day of the first month they made 
an end. Then they went in lo Hezekiah the king within the palace, and said, \Ve 1a 
have cleansed all the house of the LORD, and the altar of burnt offering, with all 
the Ytsscls thereof, and the table of shewbread, with all the vessels thereof. l\fore
mu all tht \'Cssels, which king Ahaz in his reign did cast away when he trespassed, 
ha\'e Wf- prepared and sanctified; and, behold, they arc before the altar of the LORD. 

Then Hezekiah the king arose early, and gathered the princes of the city, and 
wt nt up to the house of the LORD. And they brought seven bullocks, and se\'en rams, 21 

and seven lambs, and seven he-goats, for a sin offering for the kingdom an cl fo1 the 
sanctuary and for Judah. And he commanded the priests the sons of Aaron to offer 
them on the altar of the LORD. So they killed the bullocks, and the priests recci\'ed 
the blood, and sprinkled it on the altar: and they killed the rams, and sprinkled the 
blood upon the altar: they killed also the lambs, and sprinkled the blood upon the 
altar. And they brought near the he-goats for the sin offering before the king and 23 

the congregation; and they laid their hands upon them: and the priests killed 
them, and they made a sin offering with their blood upon the altar, to make atonement 
for all Israel: for the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin otTering 
should be made for all Israel. And he set the Le\'ites in the house of the LORD with 25 
cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, according to the commancLncnt of David, 
and of Gad the king's srer, and Nathan the prophet: for the commandment was of 
th~ LORD by his prophets. And the Levites stood with the instruments of Da,·id, 
and the priests with the trumpets. And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt 27 
offering upon the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD 
began also, and the trumpet~, together with the instruments of David king of Israel. 
And all the congrcg~llion worshipped, and the singers sctng, and the trumpeters 
sounded; all this continued until the burnt olTering was finished. And when they 
had made an end of offering, the king and all that were present with him bowed 
themselves and worshipped. Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded 30 
the Levites lo sing pra;ses unto the LORD with the words of David, anrl of Asaph the 
seer. And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and wor
shipped. Then Hez1.:kiah answered and said, Now ye have conS<'crated yourscl\'cs 
unto the LORD, come near and bring sacrifices and thank otTerings into the house 
of the LORD. And the congregation brought in sacrifices and thank olTerings; and 
as many as were of a willing heart brought burnt olTcrings. And the number of the 32 

burnt otTerings, whicli the congregation brought, was threescore ancl ten bullocks, 
an hundred rams, ancl two hundred lambs: all these were for a burnt offering to Lhc 
LORD. And the consecrated things were six hundred oxen and three thousand sheep. 
But the priests were loo few, so thcit they could not flay all the burnt offerings: where
fore their brethren the Levites did help them, till the work was ended, and until the 
pricsts had sanctifiecl themseh·es: br the Levites were more upright in hearl lo sanc
tify themselves than the priests. And also the burnt offerings were in abundance, 35 
with che fat of the peace offering.•, and with lhll drink offerings for e\·ery burnt offer
ing. S0 the service of the house of the Lo1m was set in order. And Hezekiah re
joiced, and all the people, because of that which God had prepared for the people: 
for the thing was <lune suddenly. 

And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also lo Ephraim 30 
and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the Lono at Jerusalem, lo keep 
the passover unto the Lo1m, the God of Israel. For the king had taken counsel, 
and his princes, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the passover in the 
second month. For they could not keep it at that time, because the priests had not 
sanctified themselves in sufficient number, neither had the people gathered themselves 
together to Jeru::~.lem. And the thing was right in the eyes of the king and of all the 4 
congregation. So they established a decree to make proclamation throughout all 
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Israel, from Beer-sheba even lo Dan, that they should come lo keep the passover 
unto the LORD, the God of Israel, al Jerusalem: for they had not kept it in great 

6 numbers in such sort as it is written. So the posts went with the letters from the king 
and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah, and according to the commandment 
of the king, saying, Ye children of Israel, turn again unto the LORD, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, that he may return to the remnant that arc escaped of 
you out of the hand of the kings of Assyria. And be not ye like your fathers, and 
like your brethren, which trespassed against the LoRD, the God of their fathers, so that 

a he gave them up to desolation, as ye see. Now be ye not stiff necked, as your fathers 
were; but yield yourselves unto the LORD, and enter into his sanctuary, which he 
hath sanctified for ever, and serve the Lo1rn your God, that his fierce anger may turn 
away from you. For if ye turn again unto the LORD, your brethren and your chi!· 
dren shall find compassion before them that led them captive, and shall come again 
into this land: for the LoRn your God is gracious and merciful, an cl will not turn 

10 away his face from you, if ye return unto him. So the posts passed from city to city 
through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, even unto Zebulun: hut they laughed 
them to scorn, and mockecl them. Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh ancl 
of Zebulun humlilerl themselves, and came to Jerusalem. Also in Judah was the 
hand of God to give them one heart, lo do the commandment of the king and of the 
princes by the word of the LORD. 

'3 Anrl there assembled a.t Jerusalem much people to keep the feast of unleavened 
breacl in the second month, a very great congregation. And they arose and look 
away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for incense took they away, 
and cast them into the brook Kidron. Then they killecl the passover on the four
teenth dii.y of the second month: and the priests and the Levites were ashamed, ancl 

16 sanctified themselves, and brought burnt offerings into the house of the Lmrn. And 
they stood in their place after their order, according to the law of Moses the man of 
God; the priests sprinkled the blood, which they received of the hand of the Le\'ites. 
For there were many in the congregation that had not sanctified themseh'es: there
fore the Levites had the charge of killing the passovers for every one that was nol 

18 clean, to sanctify them unto the Lo1m. For a multitude of the people, even man\' 
of Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet 
did they cat the passover otherwise than it is written. For Hezekiah had prayed for 
them, saying, The good LORD pardon every one that settcth his heart to seek God, 
the Lmm, the Goel of his fathers, though he be not cleansed according to the purifi
cation of the sanctuary. And the LORD hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the 

21 people. Ancl the children of Israel that were present at Jerusalem kept the feast of 
unleavened bread seven days with great gladness: and the Levites and the priests 
praised the Lmm clay by day, singing with loud instruments unto the LORD. And 
Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that were well skilled in the service 
of the Lmm. So they did cat throughout the feast for the seven days, o!Tering sJr
rifices of peace o!Tcrings, and making eonfession to the LORD, the God of their fathers. 

23 And the whole congregation took counsel to keep other seven clays: and they kepi 
other seven days wilh gladness. For Hezekiah king of Judah did give to the con
gregation fo•· offerings a thousand bullocks and seven thousand sheep; and the prince> 
gave to Lhe congregation a thousand bullocks and ten thous:rnd sheep: and a great 
number of priests sanctified themselves. And all the congregation of Judah, with th<" 
priests and the Levites, and all the congregation that came out of Israel, and the 

26 strangers that came out of the land of Israel, and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. So 
there was great joy in Jerusalem: for since the time of Solomon the son of David 
king o[ Israel there was not the like in Jerusalem. Then the priests the Levites 
arose and blessed the people: and their voice was heard, and their prayer came up 
to his holy habitation, even unto heaven. 
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Now when all this was finished, all Israel that were present went out lo the cities 31 
of Judah, and brake in pieces the pillars, and hewed down the Asherim, and brake 
down the high places and the altars out of all Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim also 
and l\Iano.ssch, until they had destroyed them all. Then all the children of Israel 
returned, cwry man to his possession, into their own cities. And Hezekiah appointed 2 

the courses of the priests and the Lc\•ites after their courses, every man according 
to his sen·ice, h<lth the priests and the Le\•ites, for burnt offerings and for peace offer
ings, to miniskr, and to give th'lnks, and to praise in the gates of the camp of the 
LORD. He appninted also the king's portion of his substance for the burnt offerings, 3 
to wit, for the morning and e\·ening burnt ofTerings, and the burnt ofTerings for the 
sahhaths, and for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as it is written in the law of 
the LORD. ~Ioreover he commanded the people that dwelt in Jerusalem to giv~ 
the portion of the priests and the Lc\·ites, that they might give themselves to the 
law of the Lmrn. And as soon as the commandment came abroad, the children of s 
Israel gave in ahun<bnce the firstfruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all 
the increase of the field; and the tithe of all things brought they in abundantly. And 
the children of Isral'l and Judah, that <hvelt in the cities of Ju<lah, they also brought 
in the tithe of oxi•n and sheep, and the tithe of <ledicated things which were con
secrated unto the LORD their God, and laid them by heaps. In the third month 7 
they began to lay the foundation of the heaps, and finished them in the seventh 
month. :\nd wlwn Hezekiah and the princes came and saw the heaps, they blessed 
the LORD, and his prnple Isrncl. Then Hezekiah questioned with the priests and the 
Levites concerning the heaps. And Az:iriah the chief priest, of the house of Zadok, 10 

answered him and sai<l, Since the people began to bring the oblations into the house 
of the LORD, we ha\·e eaten and had enough, and have lefl plenty: for the LORD hath 
blessed his people; and that which is left is this great store. Then Hezekiah com
manded to prepare chambers in the house of the LORD; and they prepared them. 
And they brought in the oblations and the tithes and the dedicated things faithfully: 12 

an<l over them Conaniah the Lcvite was ruler, and Shimei his brother was second. 
And Jchiel, and :\zaziah, and Nahath, and .\sahcl, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and 
Elie!, anrl Ismachiah, and ~Iahath, and Benaiah, were overseers under the hand 
of Conaniah and Shimci his brother, lJy the appointment of Hezekiah the king, and 
Azariah the ruler of the house of God. And Kore the son of lmnah the Levite, the 14 
porter at the east galt", was over the freewill-o!Terings of God, to distribute the obla
tions of the Lmm, and the most holy things. And under him were Eden, and l\lini
amin, and Jeshua, and Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah, in the cities of the priests, 
in their set office, to gi\·e to their brethren bv courses, as well to the great as to the 
small: beside them that were reckoned by genealogy of males, from three years old 16 
and upward, even c\Try one that entered into the house of the LORD, as the duty of 
every day required, for their sen·ice in their charges according to their courses; and 
them that were reckoned by genealogy of the priests by their fathers' houses, and the 
Lc,·il<'> from twenty years old and upward, in their charges by their courses; and r8 
them that were n·rkoned by gen<'alogy of all their little ones, their wi\·es, and their 
son.;, and their daughters, through all the .congregation: for in their set office they 
~annifted themselves in holiness: also for the sons of Aaron the priests, which were 
111 the fields of the sulmrbs of their cities, in every several city, there were men that 
\wre expressed by name, to give portions to all the males among the priests, and to 
all that were reckoned hy genealogy among the Levites. And thus did Hezekiah 20 

throughout all Jurlah; and he wrought that which was good and right an<l faithful 
bdore the Lo1rn his God. And in every work that he began in the service of the 
house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments tc; seek his God, he did it 
with all his heart, and prospered. ' 

After these things, and this faithfulness, Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and 32 
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entered into Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities, and thought to win them 
2 for himself. And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come, and that he was 

purposed to fight against Jerusalem, he took counsel with his princes and his mighty 
men to stop the waters of the fountains which were without the city; and they 
helped him. So there was gathered much people together, and they stopped all the 
fountains, and the brook that flowed through the midst of the land, saying, Why 

s should the kings of Assyria come, and find much water? And he took courage, and 
built up all the wall that was broken clown, and raised it up to the towers, and the 
other wall without, and strengthened Millo in the ci.ty of David, and made weapons 
and shields in abundance. And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered 
them together to him in the broad place at the gate of the city, and spake comfortably 

7 to them, saying, Be strong and of a good courage, be not afraid nor dismayed for 
the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there is a greater 
with us than with him: with him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our 
God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people rested themselves upon tl1e 
words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 

9 After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria send his servants to Jerusalem, (now he 
was before Lachish, and all his power with him,) unto Hezekiah king of Judah, and 
unto all Judah that were al Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith Sennacherib king of Assyria, 
Whereon do ye trust, that ye abide the siege in Jerusalem? Doth not Hezekiah per
suade you, to give you over to die by famine and by thirst, saying, The L01m our 

12 God shall deliver us out of the hand of the king of Assyria? Hath not the same 
Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars, and commanded Judah an<l 
Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall worship before one altar, and upon it shall ye burn in
cense? Know ye not what I and my fathers have clone unto all the peoples of the 
lands? Were the gods of the nations of the lands any ways able to deliver their land 

14 out of mine hand? Who was there among all the gods of those nations which my 
fathers utterly destroyed, that could deliver his people out of mine hand, that your 
God should be able to deliver you out of mine hand? Now therefore let not Heze
kiah deceive you, nor persuade you on this manner, neither believe ye him: for no 
god of any nation or kingdom was able to dcli\·er his people out of mine hand, anrl 
out of the han<l of my fathers: how much less shall your God deliver you out of mine 

16 hand? And his servants spake yet more against the LORD God, and against hi; 
servant Hezekiah. He wrote also letters, to rail on the LORD, the God of Israel, and 
to speak against him, saying, As the gods of the nations of the lands, which have nol 
delivered their people out of mine hand, so shall not the God of Hezekiah delh"er his 
people out of mine hand. And they cried with a loud voice in the Jews' language 
unto the people of Jerusalem that were on the wall, to afTright them, and to trouble 
them; that they might take the city. And they spake of the God of Jerusalem, as 

20 of the gods· of the peoples of the earth, which arc the work of men's hands. And 
Hezekiah the king, and Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz, prayed because of this, 
and cried to heaven. And the Loan s~nt an angel, which cut off all the mighty men 
of valour, and the leaders and captains, in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he 
returned with shame of face to his own land. And when he was come into the house 
of his god, they that came forth of his own bowels slew him there with the sword. 

22 Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of 
Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided thelll 
on every side. And many brought gifts unto the LORD to Jerusalem, and precious 
things to Hezekiah king of Judah: so that he was exalted in the sight of all nations 
from thenceforth. 

24 In those days Hezekiah was sick even unto death: and he prayed unto the LORD; 
and he spake unto him, and gave him a sign. But Hezekiah rendered not again 
according to the benefit done unto him; for his heart was lifted up: therefore there 
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was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jerusalem. Notwithstanliing Hezekiah 
humbled himself for the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
so that the wrath of the LORD came not upon them in the days of Hezekiah. And 27 
Hezekiah hacl exceeding much riches and honour: and he provided him treasuries 
for sil\'er, and for gold, and for precious stones, and for spices, and for shields, and 
for all manner of goodly vessels; storehouses also for the increase of corn and wine 
and oil; and stalls for all manner of beasts, and flocks in folds. :'.\Ioreover he pro
vided him citic,;, and possessions of flocks and herds in abundance: for God had 
gi~en him YCry much substance. This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper spring 30 
of the waters of Gihon, and brought them straight down on the west side of the city of 
David. And Hezekiah prospered in all his works. Howbeit in the business of the 
ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to inquire of the wonder 
that was done in the land, God left him, to try him, that he might know all that was 
in his heart. Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his good deeds, behold, they 32 
are written in the vi,;ion of Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz, in the Look of the 
kings of Judah and Israel. And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the ascent of the sepulchres of the sons of David: and all Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jcru,;alem did him honour at his death. And Manasseh his son 
rei~ed in his stead. 

i\Ianasseh was twelve years old when he began to rei~; and he reigned fifty 33 
and fi,·e years in Jcrm;a]em. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, 
after the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out before the M h 
children of Israel. For he built again the high places which Hezekiah his anasse 
father had broken down; and he reared up altars for the Baalim, and made Asheroth, 
and worshipped all the host of heaven, and sen·cd them. And he built altars in the 4 
house of the LORD, whereof the LORD said, In Jerusalem shall my name be for ever. 
And he built altars for all the host of hea\·en in the two courts of the house of the 
LORD. He also made his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son 
of Hinnom: and he practised augury, and used enchantments, and practised sorcery, 
and dealt with them that had familiar spirits, and with wizards: he wrought much 
evil in the si.~ht of the LORD, to provoke him to anger. And he set the gra~n imag<' 7 
of the idol, which he had made, in the house of God, of which God said to David and 
to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all 
the tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ever: neither will I any more remove the 
foot of Israei from off the land which I have appointed for your fathers; if only they 
will obsen·e to do all that I have commanded them, even all the law and the statutes 
and the ordinances by the hand of :\loses. And Manasseh made Judah and the 9 
inhabitants of Jc·rusalem to err, so that they did evil more than did the nations, whom 
the LuRD destroyed before the children of Israel. And the LORD spake to Manasseh, 
and to his people: but they gave no heed. Wherefore the LORD brought upon 
them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh in chains, 
and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babdon. And when he was in dis- 12 

tress, he besought the LORD his God, and humblcl himself greatly before the Goel 
of his fathers. And he prayed unto him; and he was in treated of him, and heard 
his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then 
:Manasseh knew that the LoRD he was God. 

Now after this he built an outer wall to the city of David, on the west side of 14 
Gihon, in the vallcy, even to the entering in at the fish gate; anJ he compassed about 
Ophel, an cl raised it up a very great height: and he put valiant captains in all the 
fenced cities of J uclah. And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the 
house of the LORD, and all the altars that he had built in the mount of the house of 
the LoRn, and in Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. And he built up the altar 16 
of the LORD, and offered thereon sacrifices of peace offerings and of thanksgiving, 
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17 and commanded Judah to serve the LORD, the God of Israel. Nevertheless the people 
did sacrifice still in the high places, but only unto the LORD their God. Now the 
rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer unto his God, and the words of the seers 
that spake to him in the name of the LORD, the God of Israel, behold, they are writ-

19 ten among the acts of the kings of Israel. His prayer also, and how God was in treated 
of him, and all his sin and his trespass, and the places wherein he built high places, 
and set up the Asherim and the graven images, before he humbled himself: behold, 
they are written in the history of Hozai. So Marias3eh slept with his fathers, am! 
they buried him in his own house: and Amon his son reigned in his stead. 

21 Amon was twenty and two years old when he began to reign; and he rei~ed two 
years in Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as did 
A Manasseh his father: an cl Amon sacrificed unto all the graven images which 

mon Manasseh his father had made, and served them. And he humbled nol 
himself before the LORD, as Manasseh his father had humbled himself; but this same 

24 Amon trespassed more ·and more. And his servants conspired against him, anrl put 
him to death in his own house. But the people of the land slew all them that had 
conspired against king Amon; and the people of the land made Josiah his son king 
in his stead. 

34 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; and he reigned thirty and 
one years in Jerusalem. And he did that which was right in the eyes of the Lo1rn, 
J . h and walked in the ways of David his father, and turned not aside to the 

osia right hand or to the left. For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was 
yet young, he began to seek after the God of David his father: and in the twelfth year 
he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the Asherim, and 

4 the graven images, and the molten images. And they brake down the altars of the 
Baalim in his presence; and the sun-images, that were on high abO\·e them, he hewed 
down; and the Asherim, and the graven images, and the molten images, he brake in 
pieces, and made dust of them, and strowecl it upon the graves of them that had 
sacrificed unto them. And he burnt the bones of the priests upon their altars, and 

6 purged Judah and Jerusalem. And so did he in the cities of Manasseh and Ephraim 
and Sirl'leon, even unto Naphtali, in their ruins round about. And he brake down 
the altars, and beat the Asherim and the graven images into powder, and hewed down 
all the sun-images throughout all the land of Israel, and returned to Jerusalem. 

8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had purged the land, and the 
house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, 
and Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. 
And they came to Hilkiah the high priest, and dcli,·ered the money that was brought 
into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of the door, had gathered of 
the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant of Israel, and of all Judah 

10 and Benjamin, and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And they deli\'ercd it into the 
hand of the workmen that had the oversight of the house of the LORD; and the 
workmen that wrought in the house of the LORD gave it to amend and repair the 
house; even to the carpenters and to the builders gave they it, to buy hewn stone, 
and timber for couplings, and to make beams for the houses which the kings of Judah 

12 had destroyed. And the men did the work faithfully: and the overseer;; of them 
were Jahath and Obadiah, the Levites, of the sons of Merari; and Zechariah ancl 
Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to set it forward: and other of the Levites. 
all that could skill of instruments of music. Also they were over the bearers of bur
dens, and set forward all that did the work in every manner of service: and of the 

14 Levites there were scribes, and officers, and porters. And when they brought out 
the money that was brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the 
book of the law of the LORD given by Moses. And Hilkiah answered and said 
to Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD. 
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:\nd Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. And Shaphan carried the book to 16 
the king, and moreover brought the king word again, saying, All that was committed 
to thy scrrnnts, they do it. And they have emptied out the money that was found 
in Lhe house of the LORD, and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers, and 
into the hand of the workmen. And Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, Hil
kiah the prie,;t hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read therein before the 
king. And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the law, that he 19 
rent his clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, 
and ;\bcbn the son of l\Iicah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's servant, 
saying, Go ye, inquire of the LORD for me, and for them that are left in Israel and in 
Judah, concerning the words of the book that is found: for great is the wrath of the 
LoRn that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the 
LoRn, to do according unto all that is written in this book. So Hilkiah, and they 22 

whom the king had commanded, went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum 
the son of Tokhath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in 
Jerusalem in the SL'cond quarter;} and they spake to her to that effect. And she 
said unto them. Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel: Tell ye the man that sent 
you unto me, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and 2+ 

upon the inhahilants Lhercof, e1·cn all the curses that arc written in the book which 
they have read lx·fore the king of Judah: because they have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the 
work.s of their hands; therefore is my wrath poured out upon this place, and it shall 
not be quenche,J Hut unto the king of Judah, who sen.t you to inquire of the LORD, 26 
thus shall ye say to him,Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel: As touching the words 
which thou ha,;t heard, because thine heart was tender, and thou didst !rum hie thyself 
before God, when thou heardest his words against this place, and against the inhabi
tants thereof, and hast humbled thyself before me, and hast rent thy clothes, and 
\Ycpt before me; I also have heard thee, saith the LORD. Behold, I will gather Lhee 28 
to thy fathers, anrl thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall thine 
eyes see all the nil that I will bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof. 
Ami they brou.ght the king word again. 

Then the king sent and gathered together all the ciders of Judah and Jerusalem. 
And the king went up to the house of the LORD, and all the men of Judah and the 3o 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the Levites, and all the people, both 
great and small: and he read in their cars all the words of the book of.the covenanl 
that wa,; found in the house of the LORD. And the king stood in his place, and made 
a col"enant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD, and to keep his command
ments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, 
to pcrfonn the words of the covenant that were written in this book. And he caused 32 

all that were found in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it. And the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem did according to the covenant of Goel, the God of their fathers. And Josiah 
took away all the abominations out of all the countries that pertained to the children of 
Israel, and made all that were found in Israel to serve, even to serve the LORD their God. 
All his days they departed not from following the LORD; the God of their falhers. 

And Josiah k"pt a passover unto the LORD in Jerusalem: and they killed the 35 
passover on the fourteenth day of the first month. And he set the priests in their 
charges, and encouraged them to the service of the house of the LoRD. And he 
said unto the Lc\·ites that taught all Israel, which were holy unto the LORD, Put 
the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David king of Israel did build; 
there shall no more be a burden upon your shoulders: now serve the LORD your God, 
and his people Israel. And prepare yourselves after your fathers' houses hy your 4 
~ourses. according to the writing of David king of Israel, and according to the writ- · 
mg of Solomon his son. And stand in the holy place according to the divisions of 
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the fathers' houses of your brethren the children of the people, and let there be for 
6 each a portion of a fathers' house of the Levites. And kill the passover, and sanctify 

yourselves, and prepare for your brethren, to do according to the word of the LORD 
by the hand of Moses. And Josiah gave to the children of the people, of the flock, 
Iambs and kids, ~II of them for the passover offerings, unto all that were present, to 
the numucr of thll"ty thousand, and three thousand bullocks: these were of the king's 

8 substance. And his princes gave for a freewill offering unto the people, to the priests 
and to the Levites. Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, the rulers of the house of 
God, ga\•e unto the priests for the passover offerings two thousand and six hundred 
small cattle, and three hundred oxen. Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and Nethanel 
his brethren, and Hashabiah and Jeicl and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites, p;av~ 
unto the Levites for the passover offerings five thousand small cattle, and five hundred 

10 oxen. So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their place, and the 
Levites by. their courses, according to the king's commandml'nt. And they killed 
the passover, and the priests sprinkled the blood, which they received of their hand, 
and the Levites flayed them. And they removed the burnt offerings, that they 
might give them according to the divisions of the fathers' houses of the children of 
the people, to offer unto the Lo Rn, as it is written in the book of Moses. And so did 

13 they with the oxen. And they roasted the passover with fire according to the ordi
nance: and the holy offerings sod they in pots, and in caldrons, and in pans, and 
carried them quickly to all the children of the people. And afterward they pre
pared for themselves, and for the priests; because the priests the sons of Aaron were 
busied in olTering the burnt olTcrings and the fat until night: therefore the Levites 

lS prepared for themselves, and for the priests the sons of Aaron. And the singers 
the sons of Asaph were in their place, according to the commandment of David, and 
Asaph, and Heman, and Jecluthun the king's seer; and the porters were at every 
gate: they needed not to depart from their service, for their brethren the Levites 
prepared for them. So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to 
keep the passover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of the LORD, according 

17 to the commandment of king Josiah. And the children of Israel that were present 
kept the passo\"er at that time, and the feast of unleavened bread seven days. And 
there was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; 
neither did any of the kings of Isr:iel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the 
priests, and the Le\"ites, and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabi
tants of Jerusalem. In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this passover kept. 

20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Neco king of Eygpt went up 
to fight against Carchcmish by Euphrates: and Josiah went out against him. But 
he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah? 
I come not against thee this day, but against the house wherewith I have war; and 
God hath commanded me to make haste: forbear thee from meddling with God, 

22 who is with me, that he destroy thee not. Nevertheless Josiah would -not turn his 
face from him, but disguised himself that he might fight with him, and hearkened 
not unto the words of Neco, from the mouth of God, and came to fight in the valley 
of Megiddo. And the archers shot at king Josiah; and the king said to his s~f\'ants, 
Have me away; for I am sore wounded. So his sen•ants took him out of th~ chariot, 
and put him in the second chariot that he had, and brought him to Jerusalem; and 
he died, and was buried in the sepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and Jeru-

2s salem mourned for Josiah. And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing 
men and sinp;ing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations, unto this day; and 
they made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they are written in the lamenta
tions. Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his p;ood deeds, accordinp; to that which 
is written in the law of the LoRD, and his acts, first and last, behold, they are written 
in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. 

444 



Ecclesiastical Chronicles a<-- Ezra 

Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and made him king 36 
in his father's stead in Jerusalem. Joahaz was twenty and three years old when 
he began to reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And the h h 
king of Eg)·pt deposed him at Jerusalem, and amerced the land in an hun- Je oa az 
dred talents of silver and a talent of gold. And the king of Egypt made Eliukim 
his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. 
And Neco took Joahaz his brother, and carried him to Egypt. 

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 5 
eleven vears in fcrusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his 
God. A,gainst him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and bound J h . ki 
him in fetter;;, tocarryhim to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzaralsocarriedofthe e oia m 
.-essels of the house of the LORD to Babylon, and put them in his temple at Babylon. 
Kow the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abominations which he did, and 
that which was found in him, behold, they are written in the book of the kings of 
Israel and Jud~,h: and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead. 

Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three 9 
months and ten davs in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in J h . h' 
the sight of the Loirn. And at the return of the year king Nebuchad- e 0tac in 
nezzar sent, and brought him to Babylon, with the goodly vessels of the house of the 
LoRn, and made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem. 

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign; and he reigned II 
eleven years in JenE1lem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD 

his God; he humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking Z d k' h 
from themouthof the LORD. And he also rebelled against king Nebuchad- e e ia 
nczzar, who had made him swear by God: but hCJo stifkned his neck, and hardened 
his heart from :c1rning unto the LORD, the God of Israel. l\Ioreover ali the chiefs r4 
of the priests, and the prople, trespassed very greatly after all the abominations of 
the heathen; and they polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in 
Jerusalem. And the LORD, the God of their fathers, sent to them by his messengers, 
ri,-ing up early nnd sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his 
dwelling place: but thPy mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, 16 
am! scoffed at hi.s prophets, until the wralh of the LORD arose against his people, 
till there was nu remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king of the. Chaldcans, 
who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no 
compassion upon young man or maiden, old man or ancient: he g'.tve them all into his 
hand. And all the wsscls of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the 18 
house of the LoRI>, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought 
to Bahylon. And they humt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerugalein, 
and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. 
And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; and they were 
serrnnts to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: to fulfil the word 21 

of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for 
a, long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.* 

CHRONICLE IV.-THE RETURN UNDER ZERUBBABEL AND THE 
BUIL/JING OF THE TEMPLE 

A Hebrew Chronicle 
Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the 1 

mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
•Verse• n and 23 of Chapter 36 of the (liihliral) Serond Book of Chronicles are (with a trifling 

verbe.I omission) the so.me as verses 1-3 of 1'..zra, which commence Chronicle IV of this edition. 
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king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingrlom, and put it 
2 also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the 

earth hath the LORD, the God of heaven, given me; and he hath charged me to build 
him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whosoever there is among you of 
all his people, his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and build the house of the LORD, the God of Israel, (he is God,) which is in 

4 Jerusalem. And whosoever is left, in any place where he sojourneth, let the men 
of his place help him with silver, and wilh gold, and with goods, and wilh beasts, 
beside the freewill oITering for the house of Goel which is in Jerusalem. Then 
rose up the heads of fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and 
the Levites, even all whose spirit God had stirred to go up to build the house of the 

6 LORD which is in Jerusalem. And all they that were round about them strengthened 
their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with 
precious things, beside all that was willingly offered. Also Cyrus the king brought 
forth the vessels of the house of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forlh 
out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of his gods; even those did Cyrus king 
of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and numbered them 

9 unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah. And this is the number of them: thirty 
dlargers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine an cl twenty knives; thirty bowls 
of gold, silver bowls of a second sort four hundred and ten, and olher vessels a thousand. 
All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four hundred. All these did 
Sheshbazzar bring up, when they of the captivity were brought up from Babylon unto 
Jerusalem. 

Genealogy of the Exiles returning under Zerubbabel 
2 Now these arc the children of tile prov- three hundred twenty and three. The chil-

incc, that went up out of the captivity of drcn of Jorah, an hundred and twelve. The 19 
those which had been carried away, whom children of 1-Iashum, two hundred twentv 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had and three. The children of (;ibbar, ninet}· 
carried away unto Babylon, and that re- and five. The children of Beth-lehcm, an 
turned unto Jerusalem and Judah, every hundred twenty and three. The men of 

~one unto his city; which came with Zerub- Ndophah, fifty and six. The men of 
babel, J eshua, Nehemiah, Scraiah, Ree- Anathoth, an hundred twenty and eight. 
laiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Iligvai, The children of Azmaveth, forty and two. 24 
Rchum, Baanah. The number of the The children of Kiriath-arim, Chcphirah, 
men of the people of Israel: the children and Bceroth, seven hundred and forty and 
of Parosh, two thousand an hundred seventy three. The children of Ramah and (;eba, 

4 and two. The children of Shephatiah, six hundred twentv and one. The men 
three hundred seventy and two. The of Michmas, an hti'ndred tll"enty and two. 
children of Arah, seven hundred seventy The men of Beth-cl and Ai, t\\"o hundred 
and five. The children of Pahath-moab, twentv and three. The children of Nebo, 29 
of the children of Jcshua and Joab, two fift\' ~nd t\\"o. The children of 1\Iagbish, 
thousand eight hundred and twelve. The an 'hundred fifty and six. The children of 
children of Elam, a thousand two hundred the other Elam, a thousand two hundred 

B fifty and four. The children of Zattu, nine fifty and four. The children of Harim, 
hundred forty and five. The children of three hundred and tll"cnty. The children 
Zaccai, seven hundred and threescore. of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, se,·en hundred 
The children of Bani, six hundred forty twenty and five. The chlldren of Jericho, 34 
and two. The children of Bcbai, six three hundred forty and five. The 
hundred twenty and three. The children children of Scnaah, three thousand 
of Azgad, a thousand two hundred twenty and six hundred and thirtv. The 

13 and two. The children of Adonikam, six priests: the children of J e_daiah, of the 
hundred sixty and six. The children of house of J eshua, nine hundred seventy 
Bigvai, two thousand fifty and six. The and three. The children of Immcr, a 37 
children of Adin, four hundred fifty and thousand fifty and two. The children of 
four. The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, Pashhur, a thousand two hundred forty 
ninety and eight. The children of Bczai, and seven. The children of Harim, a 
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thousand and sc,·enteen. The Levites: 
the children of J eshua and Kadmicl, of 
the children of Hodaviah, seventy and 

1 four. The singers: the children of Asaµh, 
an hundred twenty and eight. The chil
dren of the porters: the children of Shal
lum. the children of Ater, the children of 
Talmon, the children of Akkub, the chil
rlren of Hatita, the children of Shobai, in 

1 all an hundred thirtv and nine. The 
Yethinim: the childre~ of Ziha, the chil
<l.-en of Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth; 
the children uf Kc·ros, the children of Sinha, 
the children of Padon; the children of 
Lebanah, thr children of Hagabah, the 

· chilrlrcn ,,f Akkub: the children of Hagab, 
the children of Shamlai, the rhilrlre11 of 
Hanan; thr children of Gidrlel, the chil
dren of Ga ha r, the children of Reaiah; the 
children of Rezin, the chilrlren of l\ekoda, 
the children of (;azzam; the children of 
l"zza, the children of Paseah, the children 

',,f lksai; the children of . .\snah, the chil-
dren of '.\Icunim, the children of ~eph
isim; the children of flakbuk. the children 
of Hakupha. the children of Harhur; the 
children of Bazluth, the children of l\fohida, 
the children of Harsha; the children of 
Barko<, the children of Sisera, the children 
of Temah; the children of Neziah, the 
··hil<lren of Hatipha. The children of 
Solomon's sen·ants: the children of Sotai, 
the rhilclrer. of Ha"ophereth, the children 
oi Peruda; the children of J aalah, the 
children of Darkon. the children of (;iddel; 
the children of Shl"phatiah, the children of 
Hatti!, the rhildrl"n of l'ochereth-hazze
baim, thP rhilrlrpn of :\mi. All the '.\'ethi
nim,and the rhildrl'n ~>f Solomon's servants, 
were thn.·l' hundred ninctr and two. And 
these wne they which w~nt up from Tel-

Ezra 

melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addan, and 
Im mer: but they could not shew their 
fathers' houses, and their seed, whether 
Lhev were of Israel: the children of De- 6o 
lai:;h, the children of Tobiah, the children 
of Nekoda, six hundred fifty and two. And 
of the children of the priests: the children 
of Hahaiah, the children of Hakkoz, the 
children of Barzillai, which took a wife of 
the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, 
and was called after their name. These 62 
sought their register among those that were 
reckoned by genealogy, but they were not 
found: therefore were they deemed pol
luted ai1d put from the priesthood. And the 
Tirshatha said unto them, that they should 
not eat of the most holy things, till there 
stood up a priest with l'rim and with 
Thummim. The whole congregation lo- 64 
gethrr was forty and two thousand three 
hundred and threescore, beside their men
servanls and their maidservants, of .whom 
there were se,·en thousand three hundred 
thirt\· and seven; and thev had two hun
dred. singing men and ;inging women. 
Their horses were seven hundred thirty 66 
and six; their mules, two hundred forty and 
fi,·e; their camels, four hundred thirty and 
fi.\'c; their asses, six thousand seven hundred 
and twenty. And some of the heads of 
fathers' houses, when they came to the house 
of the LORD which is in Jerusalem, offered 
willingly for the house of God to set it up 
in its place: they gave after their ability into 69 
the treasun· of the work threescore and one 
thousand d°:irics of gold, and five thousand 
pound of silver, and one hundred priests' 
garments. So the priests, and the Levites, 
and some of the people, and the singer>, 
and the porters, and the Ncthinim, dwelt 
in their cities, and all Israel in their cities. 

And when the se\·enth month was come, and the children of Israel were in the cities, 3 
the people gathered themseh·cs together as one man to Jerusalem. Then stood up 
Jcshua the snn of Jozarlak, and his brethren the priests, and Zcrubbabel the son of Sheal
ticl, and his brethren, and buildecl the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings 
therc1.n, as it i.< wriltcn in the law of Moses the man of God. And they set the altar upon 3 
its hase; for fear was upon them hecause of the people of the countries: and they offered 
burnt olTcrings thereon unto the LORD, even burnt offerings morninga"ndevening. And 
they kept the feast o[ tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by 
number, according lo the ordinance, as the duty of every day required; and a[terward 
the continual burnt olTcring, and the offerings of the new moons, and of all the set feasts 
of the LORD that were consecrated, and of every one that willingly offered a freewill of
ferinl( unto the LORD. From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer 6 
burntolTcrings unto the LORD: but the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet 
lairl. They gave money also unto the masons, and to the carpenters; and meat, and 
drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from Leba
non to the sea, unto Joppa, according to the grant that they had of Cyrus king of Persia. 
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8 Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem in 
the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the so~ of 
Jozadak, and the rest of. their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all they that 
were come out of the captivity unto Jerusalem.; and appointed the Levites, from 
twenty years old and upward, to have the oversight of the work of the house of the 

9 LORD. Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons,· 
the sons of Judah, together, to have the oversight of the workmen in the house of 
God: the sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brethren the Levites. And 
when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, they set the priests 
in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to 

u praise the LORD, after the order of David king of Israel. And they sang one to 
another in praising and giving thanks unto the LORD, saying, For he is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great 
shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD 

i2 was laid. But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, the old 
men that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid before 
their eyes. wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: so that the 
people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the 
people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 

4 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the 
capti,·ity builded a temple unto the Lo RD, the God of Israel; then they drew near to 
Zerubbabel, and to the heads of fathers' houses, and said unto them, Let us build 
with you: for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the 

3 clays of Esar-haddon king of Assyria, which brought us up hither. But Zerubbabel, 
and Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers' houses of Israel, said unto them, Ye 
have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our God; but we ourselves together 
will build unto the LORD, the God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath com-

-' mantled us. Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and 
troubled them in building, and hired counsellors again st them, to frustrate their purpose, 
all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.* 

6 *And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, wrote they an accusation against 
the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, 
Mithrcdath, Tabeel, and the rest of his companions, unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the 
writing of the letter was written in the Syrian character, and set forth in the Syrian tongue. 

EXTRACT FROM A SYRIAN CHRONICLE 

Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter a!(ainst Jerusalem to Artaxerxes 
9 the king in this sort: ''Then wrote Reh um the chancellor, and Shirnshai the scribe, and the 

rest of their companions; the Dina.ites, and the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, 
the Archevites, the Babylonians, the Shushanchites, the Dehaites, the Elamites, and the rest of 
the nations whom the great and noble Osnappar brought over, and set in the city of Samaria, 

II and in the rest of the country beyond the river - an<l so forth. This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto Artaxerxes the king: Thy servants the men beymul the river, and so forth. Be 
it known unto the king, that the Jews ':.llhich came up from thee are come to us unto Jerusalem; 
they are building the rebellious and the bad city, an.d have fini"shed the walls, and repaired the foun
dations. Be it k1'oWn now U1'to the king, that, i/ this city be builded, and the walls finished, they 

I.~ wi!J not pay tribute; custom, or toll, and in the e1td it will endamagc the kings. }1ilow because we 
eat the salt of the palace, awl it is not meet /or us to see the king's dishonour, there/ore ltave we sent 
and certified the king; tlrat search may be made in the book of the records o/ thy fathers: so shalt 
thou find in the book of the records, and know that this ciJy is a rebe!Jious city, aud hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and thal they have moved sedition within Jhe same of old time: /or which 
cause was this city laid waste. We certify the king that, i/ this city be builded, a"d the walls fi.n-

17 ished, by this means thou shalt have 110 portion beyond the river. Then sent the king: an answer 
unto Reh um the chancellor, and to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their companions that 
dwell in Samaria, and in the rest of the country beyond the river, Peace - and so forth. The letter 
which ye sent unto us hath been plainly read be/ore me. And I decreed, and search hath been 
made, and it is found that this city of old time hath made insurrection against kings, and that rebel-

20 lion and sedition have been made therein. There have been mighty kings also over J erusale"!, 
which have ruled over all the country beyond the river; and tribute, custom, and toil, was .Paid 
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Extract from a Syrian Chronicle 
Then ceased the work of the house of God which is al Jerusalem; and it ceased unto 

the second year of the rei!,.'Il of Darius king of Persia. Now the prophets, Haggai the 5 
prophet, and Zechariah the son of Id do, prophesied untb the Jews that were in Judah 
and Jerusalem; in the name of the God of Israel prophesied they unto them. Then rose 
up Zerubbabcl the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build 
the house of Goel which is at Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of Goel, hclp
·ng them. At the same time came to them Tattenai, the go\"Cmor beyond the river, and 3 
Shethar-bozenai, and their companions, and said thus unto them, Who gave you a decree 
lo build this house, and to finish this wall? Then spake we unto them after this manner, 
\\"hat arc the names of the men that make this building? But the eye of their God was 
upon the elders of the Jews, and they did not make them cease, till the matter should 
come to Darius, and then answer should be returned by letter concerning it. 

The rnpy of the letter that Tattenai, the governor beyond the river, and Shethar- 6 
bozenai, and his companions the Apharsachites, which were beyond the river, sent 
unto Darius the king: they sent a letter unto him, wherein was written thus: Unto 
Darius the king, all peace. Be it known unto the king, that we went into the pr(Yl}ince 
of Judah, lo the house of the great God, which is builded with great stones, and timber is 
!tzid in the walls, and this work goeth on with diligence and prospereth in their hands. 
Then asked we those ciders, and said 1111/0 them thus, ll'ho gave you a decree lo build 9 
this house, and to ji11ish this wall? We asked them their names also, lo certify thee, 
that we miglit write tlie names of the men that were at the head of them. And thus 
they returned us a11s·.ver, saying, We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and 
tuild the house that was builded these many years ago, which a great king of Israel 
b11ilded and finis/zed. But after that our fathers had prm•oked the God of heaven unto 12 

wrath, he gai•e them into the hand of S ebuc/1ad11ezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, 
who dfitroyed this house, a11d carried the people away into Babylon. Bui in the first 
year of Cyrus king of Babylon, Cyrus the king made a decree to build this house of 
God. A 11d the gold and silver vessels also of the house of God, which X eb11clzad11ezzar 14 
took out of the temple that was in Jerusalem, and brought them into the temple of 
Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take 011t o/ the temple o/ Babylon, and they were 
drli<·ered 1111/0 one whose name wus Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor; and 
he said 1111/0 him, Take these vessels, go, put them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, 
and frt the house of God be b11ilded in its place. Then came the same Sheshba::ar, 16 

and laid the fo1mdations of the house of God which is in Jerusalem: and since that time 
n·en until now hath it been in building, and yet it is not completed. Now therefore, if it 
seem good lo the king, let there be search made in the king's treasure ho11se, which is there 
at Babylon, whether it be so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to build this house 
of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure to us concerning this matter. 

Then Darius the king; made a decree, and search was made in the house of the 6 
archi\~s. where the treasures were laid up in Babylon. And there was found at 
Achmetha, in the palace that is in the proYince of Media, a roll, and therein was 
thus written for a record. In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king made a 
decrcr: Concerning the house of God al Jerusalem, let the house be builded, the place 
where t/1ey o/ler sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be strongly laid; the height 
thereof threescore rnbits, and the breadth thereof threescore cubits; with three rows of 4 
great stones, a1ul a row of ne-.v timber: and let the expenses be given 011t of the king's 
house: and also let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which N ebuchad-

rml~ them. A111ke ye now a decree to caure these men to cease, and that this citj be not buildcd, 
until a decree shall be made by me. And lake heed that ye be not slack herein: why should dam
age grow to the hurt oj the kings?" Then when the copy of king Artaxerxes' letter was read 
before Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went in haste to Jerusa
lem unto the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power. 
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nezzar took forth out of the temple wlvich is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, 
be restored, and brought again unto the temple which is at Jerusalem, every one to its 

6 place, and thou shalt put them in the house of God. Now therefore, Tattenai, governor 
beyond the rii•er, Shethar-bozenai, and your companions the Apharsachites, which are 
br"yond the river, be ye far from thence: let the work of this house of God alone; let 
tire governor of the Jews and the elders of the J cws build this house of God in its place. 
Jforcover I make a decree what ye shall do to these elders of the Jews for the building 
of this house of God: that of the king's goods, even of the tribute beyond the river, 

9 expenses be given with all diligence unto these men, that they be not hindered. And 
that which they have need of, both young bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for bumt 
offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the word of t/1e 
priests which are at Jerusalem, let it be given them day by day without fail: that they 
may offer sacrifices of sweet savour unto the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the 

n fling, and of his sons. Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this 
word, let a beam be pulled out from his house, and let him be lifted up and fastened 
thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill for this: and the God that hath caused 
his name to dwell there overthrow all kings and peoples, that shall put forth their hand 
to alter the same, to destroy this house of God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have 
mad~ a decree; let it be done with all diligence. 

13 Then Tattenai, the governor beyond the river, Shethar-bozenai, and their com-
panions, because that Da~ius the king had sent, did accordingly with all diligence. 
And the ciders of the Jews builded and prospered, through the prophesying of 
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Idclo. And they builded and finished it, 
according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the decree of 

15 Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this house was finished on the 
third clay of the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the 
king. And the children of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of the children 
of the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God with joy. And they offered 
at the dedication of this house of God an hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, four 
hundred lambs; and for a sin offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, according to the 

18 number of the tribes of Israel. And they set the priests in their divisions, and "the 
Levites in their courses, for the service of God, which is at Jerusalem; as it is written 
in the book of 1vioses. 

Hebrew Chronicle resumed 
19 And the children of the captivity kept the passover upon the fourteenth day of 

the first month. For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves together; 
all of them were pure: and they killed the passover for all the children of the cap
tivity, and for their brethren the priests, and for themselves. And the· children of 
Israel, which were come again out of the captivity, and all such as had separated 
themselves unto them from the filthiness of the heathen of the land, to seek the 

22 LORD, the God of Israel, did cat, and kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days 
with joy: for the LORD had made them joyful, and had turned the heart of the kin~ 
of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the 
God of Israel. 

CHRONICLE V. - THE RETURN OF EZRA 

(Including a Fragment of his Memoirs) 

Introduction 
7 Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son of 

Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, 
the son of Ahitub, the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, the 
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son of Zcrahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, the son of Abishua, the son of 
Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest: this Ezra went up 6 
from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the LORD, the 
God of Israel, had given: and the king granted him all his request, according to the 
hand of the LORD his God upon him. And there went up some of the children of 
Israel, and of the priests, and the LeYites, and the singers, and the porters, and the 
Ncthinim, unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. And he a 
came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the king. 
For upon the first day of the first month began he to go up from Babylon, and on the 
first day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his 
God upon him. For Ezra had set his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do 
it, am! to teach in Israel statutes and judgements. 

Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the II 
priest, the scribe, even the scribe of the words.of the commandments of the LORD, 
and of his statutes to Israel. Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the priest, the 
scribe of the fow of t/1e God of heaven, perfect - and so forth. I make a decree, tliat 
all they of the people of Israel, a11d their priests a11d the Levites, in my realm, which 
are minded of their own free will to go lo Jerusalem;go with thee. Forasmuch as t/1011 14 

art sent of the ki11g and his seven counsellors, lo inquire concerning Judah and .!cnt
sale1n, accordi11g lo the law of thy God which is in thine hand; and to carry the sih•er 
and gold, which the king and his counsellors have freely offered unto the God of Israel, 
whose habitation is i11 Jerusalem, and all the sifoer and gold that thou shalt find in all 
the prm•ince of Bahy/011, with the freewill offering of the people, and of the priests, 
offering willingly for the house of their God which is in Jerusalem; there/ore thou 17 
shalt with all diligence buy with this money bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meal 
offerings and their drink offerings, and shalt ofter them upon the altar of the house of 
your God which is in Jerusalem. And whatsoever shall seem good lo thee and to thy 
brethren lo do with the rest of the silver and the f!.old, that do ye after the will of your 
God. And the vessels that are given /her for the service o/ the house of thy God, delivrr 19 

thou before the God of Jerusalem. And whatsoever more shall be needful for the house 
of thy God, which thou shalt have occasion lo bestow, bestow it out of the ki11g's treasure 
house. And I, 1·ve11 I Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree lo all the treasurers which 
are beyond the river, Iha/ whatsoever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of 
hea.•en, shall require of you, ii be done with all diligence, unto an hundred talents of silver, 22 

and lo an hundred measures of wheat, and to an hundred baths of wine, and to an hundred 
baths of oil, and salt without prescribing how much. Whatsoever is commanded by the 
God of heaioen, let it be done exactly for the house of the God of heaven; for why should 
there be wrath against the realm of the king and his sons? Also we certify )'Olf, that 24 

touching any of the pri1•sts and Levites, the singers, porters, N ethinim, or servants of this 
house of God, it shall not be lawful lo impose tribute, custom, or toll, upon them. And 
thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God that is in thine hand, appoint magistrates aud 
judges, which may judf!.e all the people that are beyond the river, all such as know the laws 
of tJ1y God; and leac/1 ye him that knoweth them not. And whosoever will not do the /au· 21, 

of thy God, and the law of the king, let judgement be executed upon him with all diligencr, 
whether it be unto death, or lo banishment, or to confiscation of goods, or lo imprisonment. 

The Return of Ezra 
Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing as this in 27 

the king's heart, to beautify the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem; and hath 
extended mercy unto me before the king, and his counsellors, and before all the king's 
mighty princes. 

And I was strengthened according to the hand of the LORD my God upon me', 
and I gathered together out of Israel chief men to go up with me. 
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Register of the Exiles returning with Ezra 
8 Now these are the heads of their fathers' 

houses, and this is the genealogy of them 
that went up with me !rum Babylon, in the 
reign uf Artaxerxes the king. Of the sons 
of Phinchas, (;ershum: uf the sons of 
Ithamar, Daniel: of the sons of David, 

3 Hattush. Of the sons of Shecaniah; of 
the sons of Parosh, Zechariah: and with 
him were reckoned by genealogy of the 
males an hundred and fiity. Of the sons 
of Pahath- moab, Eliehuenai the son of 
Zcrahiah; and with him two hundred males. 

5 Of the sons of Shccaniah, the sun uf Jaha
zicl; and with him three hundred males. 
And of the sons of Aclin, Ebed the son of 
Jonathan; and with him fifty males. And 
of the sons of Elam, J eshaiah the son of 

Athaliah; and with him seventy males. And a 
of the sons of Shephatiah, ZcLadiah the son 
of Michael; and with him fourscore males. 
Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son of Je
hicl; and with him two hundred and eighteen 
males. And of the sons of Shclomith, the 
son of Josiphiah; and with him an hundred 
and threescore males. And of the suns of II 
Ilebai, Zechariah the son of Bebai; and with 
him twenty and eight males. And of the sons 
of Azgad, J ohanan the son of Hakka tan; and 
with him an hundred and Len males. And of 
the sons of Adunikam, that were the last; and 
these arc their names, Eliphclct, Jcuel, and 
Shcmaiah, and with them threescore males. 
And of the sons of Bigvai, L'thai and Zab- 14 
bud; and with them seventy males. 

15 And I gathered them together to the river that runneth lo Ahava; and there we 
encamped three days: and I viewed the people, and the priests, and found there 
none of the sons of Levi. Then sent I for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, and for 
Elnathan, and for Jarib, and for Elnathan, and for Nathan, and for Zechariah, and 
for Meshullam, chief men; also for Joiarib and for Elnathan, which were teachers. 

17 And I sent them forth unto Iddo the chief at the place Casiphia; and I told them what 
they should say unto Iddo, and his brethren the Nethinim, at the place Casiphia, that 
they should bring unto us ministers for the house of our God. And according to 
the good hand of our God upon us they brought us a man of discretion, of the sons Of 
Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of Israel; and Sherebiah, with his sons and his brethren, 

19 eighteen; and Hashabiah, and with hi·n Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, his brethren 
and their sons, twenty; and of the Nethinim, whom David and the princes had given 
for the service of the Levites, two hundred and twenty Nethinim: all of them were 
expressed by name. Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might 
humble ourselves before our God, to seek of him a straight way, for us, and for our 

22 little ones, and for all our substance. For I was ashamed to ask of the king a band 
of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way: because we had 
spoken unto the king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all them that seek him, 
for good; but his power and his wrath is against all them that forsake him. So we 
fasted and besought our God for this: and he was in treated of us. Then I separated 
twelve of the chiefs of the priests, even Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brethren 

25 with them, and weighed unto them the silver, and the p:old, and the wssels, even the 
offering for the house of our God, which the king, and his counsellors, and his princes, 
and all Israel there present, had offered: I even weighed into their hand six hundred 
and fifty talents of silver, and silver vessels an hundred talents; of gold an hundred 
talents; and twenty bowls of gold, of a thousand darics; and two vessels of fine 

28 bright brass, precious as gold. And I said unto them, Ye are holy unto the LORD, 
and the vessels are holy; and the silver and the gold are a freewill offering unto the 
L01rn, the Goel of your fathers. Watch ye, and keep them, until ye weigh them before 
the chiefs of the priests and the Levites, and the princes of the fathers' houses ot 
Israel, at Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of the LORD. So the priests ~nd 
the Levites received the weight of the silver and the gold, and the vessels, to bnng 
them to Jerusalem unto the house of our God. 

3' Then we departed from the river of Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, 
to go unto Jerusalem: and the hand of our God was upon us, and he deliven•d us 
from the hand of the enemy and the lier in wait by the way. And we came to Jeru-
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salt>m, and abode there three days. And on the fourth day was the silver and the 33 
J,'Uld and the wssels weighed in the house of our God into the hand of Meremoth the 
son of Uriah the priest; and with him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; and with 
them was Jozaliad the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of Binnui, the Levites; 
the whole by number and by weight: and all the weight was written at that time. 
The children of the captivity, which were come out of exile, offered burnt offerings 35 
unto the God of Israel, twelve bullocks for all Israel, ninety and six rams, sewnty and 
sewn lambs, twel\"c he-goals for a sin offering: all this was a burnt offering unto the 
LORD. And they deJi,·ered the king's commissions unto the king's satraps, and to 
the governor; beyond the river: and they furthered the people and the house of God. 

The Affair of the Foreign Marriages 
Now when these things were done, the princes drew near unto me, saying, Th< 9 

people of Israel, and the priests and the Le\"ites, ha\"e not separated themselves from 
the peoples of the lands, doing according to their abominations, even of the Canaan
ites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the l\Joabites, the 
Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they ha Ye taken of their daugliters for themselYcs 
and for their sons; so that the holy seed have mingled thcmselws with the peoples 
of the lands: yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath teen chief in this trespass. 
And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment and my mantle, and plucked olT 3 
the hair of my head and of my beard, ar.d sat down astonied. Then were assembled 
unto me every one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the 
trespass of them of the captiYity; and I sat astonied until the ewning oblation. 
Ami at the evening oblation I arose up from my humiliation, ewn with my garment 
and my mantle rent; and I fell upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto the 
LORD my God; and I said: 0 my God, I am ashamed and tlush to lift up my face 6 
lo thee, my God: for om iniquities are increased over our had, and our guiltiness is 
grown up unto the hea,·ens. Since the clays of our fathers we haYc been exceeding 
guilty unto this day; an<I for our iniquities have we, our kings, ancl our priests, heen 
deliYCrl'd into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captiYity, and to 
spoiling, and to confw;ion of face, as it is this day. And now for a Jillie moment grace 8 
hath been shewed from the LORD our God, to Jcaye us a remnant to escape, and to 
gi\"e us a nail in hi> holy place, that our God may lighten our eyes, and giYe tis a 
little redYing in our bondage. For we are bondmen ; yet our God hath not forsakm 
us in our bondage, hut hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of the kings of 
Persia, to giye us a reYiYing, to set up the house of our God, and to repair the ruins 
thereof, anrl to gi,·c us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem. Ancl now, 0 our God, 10 

what shall we say after this? for we haYe forsaken thy commandments, which thou 
hast commanded by thy servants the prophets, saying, "The land, unto which ye 
go to posse,-s it, i.< an unclean land through the uncleanness of the peoples of the 
lands, through their abominations, which ha,·c filled it from one end to another with 
their filthiness. ~ow therefore give not your daughters unto their sons, neither take 12 

their daughters unto your sons, nor seek their peace or their prosperity for ever: 
that ye may be strong. and eat the good of the land, ancl leave it for an inhNitance to 
your children for ever." And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, ancl 
for our great guilt, seeing that thou our God hast punished us less than our iniquities 
dcserYe, and hast given us such a remnant, shall we again break thy commanclmcnts, 14 
and join in affinity with the peoples that do these abominations? .woul<kst not thou 
be angry with us till thou hadst consumed us, so that there should be no remnant, 
nor any to escape? 0 LORD, the God of Israel, thou art righteous; for we are left 
a remnant that is escaped, as it is this day: behold, we are before thee in our guilti
ness; for none can stand before thee because of this. 
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10 Now while Ezra prayed, and made confession, weeping and casting himself down 
before the house of God, there was gathered together unto him out of Israel a very 
great congregation of men and women and children: for the people wept very sore. 
And Shccaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, answered and said unto 
Ezra, We have trespassed against our God, and have married strange women of the 

3 peoples of the land: yet now there is hope for Israel concerning this thing. Now 
therefore let us make a covenant with our God to put away all the wives, and such 
as are oorn of them, according to the counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble 
at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the law. Arise; 
for the matter belongeth unto thee, and we are with thee: be of good courage, and 

5 do it. Then arose Ezra, and made the chiefs of the priests, the Levites, and all 
Israel, to swear that they would do according to this word. So they sware. Then 
Ezra rose up from before the house of God, and went into the chamber of Jehohanan 
the son of Eliashib: and when he came thither, he did cat no bread, nor drink water: 

7 for he mourned because of the trespass of them of the captivity. And they mallc 
proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem unto all the children of the captivity, 
that they should gather themselves together unto Jerusalem; and that whosoever 
came not within three days, according to the counsel of the princes and the elders, 
all his substance should be forfeited, and himsdf separated from the congregation of 

g the captivity. Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered themselves to
gether unto Jerusalem within the three days; it was the ninth month, on the twentieth 
day of the month: and all the people sat in the broad place before the house of Goel, 
trembling because of this matter, and for the great rain. And Ezra the priest stood 
up, and said unto them, Ye have trespassed, and have married strange women, to 

n increase the guilt of Israel. Now therefore make confession unto the LORD, the 
God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from the pcoplPs 
of the land, and from the strange women. Then all the congregation answered and 
said with a loud voice, As thou hast said concerning us, so must we do. But the 
people are many, and it is a time of much rain, and we are not able to stand without, 
nPither is this a work of one day or two: for we have greatly transgressed in this 

14 matter. Let now our princes be appointed for all the congregation, and let all them 
that are in our cities which have married strange women come at appointed times, 
and with them the elders of every city, and the judges thereof, until the fierce wrath 
of our God be turned from us, until this matter be despatched. Only Jonathan the 
son of Asahel and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah stood up against this matter: and 

16 Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite helped them. And the children of the cap
tivity did so. And Ezra the priest, with certain heads of fathers' houses, after their 
fathers' houses, and all of them by their names, were separated; and they sat down 
in the first clay of the tenth month to examine the matter. And they made an end 
with all the men that had married strange women by the first day of the first month. 

Register of Offenders in the Matter of Foreign Marriages 
18 And among the sons of the priests there the sons of Pashhur; Eliocnai, Maaseiah, 

were found that had married strange Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozaba<l, and Elasah. 
women: namely, of the sons of Jeshua, And of the Levites; Jozaba<l, and Shimei, 
the son of Jozadak, and his brethren, an<l Keloiah (the same is Kl'lita), Pctha-
Maaseiah, an<l Eliezer, and Jarib, and hiah, Judah, ancl Eliczcr. An<l of tht' o~ 

19 (;erialiah. And they gave their hand that singers; Eliashib: and of the porters; 
they would put away their wives; and being Shallum, anrl Tl'lcm, an<l lfri. And of 
guilty, they olTcred a ram of the flock for Israel: of the sons of Parosh; Ramiah, 
their guilt. And of the sons of Immer; and Izziah, and Malrhijah, and Mijamin, 
Hanani and Zebadiah. And of the sons and Eleazar, and Malrhijah, and Benaiah. 
of Ha rim, Maaseiah. and Elijah, an<l And of the sons of Elam; Mattaniah, 20 

22 Shcmaiah, and Jehiel, and Uzziah. And of Zechariah, and Jchicl, and Abdi, and Jcrc-
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molh, and Elijah. And of the sons of 
Zaltu; Eliocnai, Eliashib, l\fauaniah, and 
Jcremolh, and Zabarl, and Aziza. And of 
ihc sons of Bebai; Jehohanan, Hananiah, 
Zabbai, . .\th!ai. And of the sons of Bani; 

"J l\kshullam, l\Ialluch, and Adaiah, Jashub, 
and Shea!, Jercmnth. And of the sons of 
Pahath-moab; Adna, and Chelal, Benaiah, 
:\Iaasciah, .\lallaniah, Bezalcl, and Binnui, 

; 1 and '.llanassch. And of lhc sons of Ha rim; 
Eliczcr, !8'hijah, l\Ia!chijah, Shcmaiah, 
Shimeon; Benjamin, l\Ialluch, Shemariah. 
Of the sons of Hash um; Maltenai, Mattat-

Nehemiah 

Lah, Zaba<l, Eliphclct, Jercmai, Manasseh, 
Shimei. Of lhc sons of Bani; Maadai, 34 
Am ram, and Uel; Benaiah, llcdciah, 
Che!uhi; Vaniah, Meremolh, Eliashib; 
.Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu; and Bani, 
and Binnui, Shimci; and Shclcmiah, and 
Nathan, and Adaiah; Machnadebai, 40 
Shashai, Sharai; Azarcl, and Shclcmiah, 
Shemariah; Shallum, Amariah, Joseph. 
Of the sons of Nebo; Jcicl, l\Ialtithiah, Za
bad, Zcbina, Iddo, and Joel, Benaiah. All 41 
these ha<l taken strange wives: and some of 
them had wives by whom they had children. 

CHRONICLE VI.-THE RETURN OF NEHEMIAH AND THE BUILD
ING OF THE WALLS 

(A Memoir of Nehemiah) 

Now it came to pass in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in 1 
Shushan the palace, that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men out 
of Judah; and 1 asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left 
oi the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto me, The remnant 
that are left of the captivity there in the province arc in great affiiction and reproach: 
the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof arc burned with 
fire. And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, 4 
and mourned certain days; and I fasted and prayed before the God of hea\'en, and 
said, I beseech thee, 0 LORD, the God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that 
kecpeth covenant and mercy with them that Joye him arnl keep his commandments: 
let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hearken unto 6 
the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee at this time, day ancl night, for 
the children of Israel thy servants, while I confess the sins of the children of Israel, 
which we have sinner! against thee: yea, I and my father's house ha Ye sinned. \Ve 
have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the 
statutes, nor the judgements, which thou commandcclst thy servant l\Ioscs. Rcmcm- B 
her, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandeclst thy sen·ant :\loses, saying: 
"lf ye trespass, I will scatter you abroad among the peoples: but if ye return unto 
me, anrl keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts were in the 
uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them 
unto the place that I have chosen to cause my name to dwell there." Now these ro 
are Lhy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and 
by thy strong hand. 0 Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine car be attenti1·c to the 
prayer of thy scn'ant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who delight to fear Lhy name: 
and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of 
this man. (Now I was cupbearcr to the king.) 

. And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the 2 
king, when wine was hefore him, that I took up the wine, and ga1·c it unto the king. 
Now I had not been bcforetime sad in his presence. And the king said unto me, 
Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow 
of heart. Then I was very sore afraid. And I said unto the king, Lcl the king live 
for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the cily, the place of my 
fathers' sepulchres, licth waste, and the gates thereof arc con,umed with fire? Then 4 
the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? Sc I prayed to the God 
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s of heaven. And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have 
1-ound favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of 
my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it. And the king said unto me, (the queen 
also sitling by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return? 

7 So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time. Moreover I said unto the 
king, If it please the king, let iettcrs be given me to the governors beyond the river, 
that they may let me pass through till I come unto Judah; and a letler unto Asaph 
the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the 
gates of the castle which appertaineth to the house, and for the wall of the city, and 
for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the 

9 good hand of my God upon me. Then I came to the governors beyond the river, 
and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent with me captains of the 
army and horsemen. And when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, 
the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly, for that there was come a 
man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel. So I came to Jerusalem, and was 

12 there three days. And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither 
told I any man what my God put into my heart to do for Jerusalem: neither was 
there any beast with me, save the beast that I rode upon. And I went out by night 
by the valley gate, even toward the dragon's well, and to the dung gate, and viewed 
the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed 

14 with fire. Then I went on to the fountain gate and to the king's pool: but there was 
no place for the beast that was under me to pass. Then went I up in the night by 
the brook, and viewed the wall; and I turned back, and entered by the valley gate, 
and so returned. And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I dirl; neither 
harl I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, 

17 nor to the rest that did the work. Then said I unto them, Ye see the evil case that 
we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: 
come and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. 
And I told them of the hanrl of my God which was good upon me; as also of the 
king's words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. 

19 So they strengthened their hands for the good work. But when Sanhallat the Horonite, 
and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they 
laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will 
ye rebel against the king? Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God 
of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but 
ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem. 

3 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they 
builded the sheep gate; they sanctified it, and set up the doors of it; even unto the 
tower of Hammeah they sanctified it, unto the tower of Hananel. And next unto 
him builded the men of Jericho. And next to them builded Zaccur the son of Im1i. 
And the fish gate did the sons of Hassenaah build; · they laid the beams thereCJf, 

4 and set up the doors thereof, the bolts thereof, anrl the bars thereof. And next unto 
Lhcm repaired Meremoth the son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz. And next unto them 
repaired l\Ieshullam the son of Berechiah, the son of Meshezabel. And next unto 
them repaired Zadok the son of Baana. And next unto them the Tekoites repaired; 

6 hut their nobles put not their necks to the work of their lord. And the old gate re
paired J oiada the son of Paseah and Mesh ullam the son of Ilesodeiah; they laid 
the beams thereof, and set .up the doors thereof, and the bolts thereof, and the bars 
thereof. And next unto them repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite, and Jadon the 
Meronothite, the men of Gibeon, and of Mizpah, which appertained to the throne 

8 of the governor beyond the river. Next unto him repaired Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, 
µ:nlrlsmiths. And next unto him repaired Hananiah one of the apothecaries, and 
they fortified Jerusalem even unto the broad wall. And next unto them repaired 
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Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of half the district of Jerusalem. And next unto 
them repaired Jedaiah the son of Harumaph, even over against his house. And 
next unto him repaired Hattush the son of Hashabneiah. Malchijah the son of 11 

llarim, and Hasshub the son of Pahath-moab, repaired another portion, and the 
tower of the furnaces. And next unto him repaired Shallum the son of Hallohcsh, 
the ruler of half the district of Jerusalem, he and his daughters. The valley gate 
repaired Hanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah; they built it, and set up the doors 
thereof, the bolts thereof, and the bars thereof, and a thousand cubits of the wall 
unto the dung gate. And the dung gate repaired l\lalchijah the son of Rechab, the 14 
ruler of the district of Beth-haccherem; he built it, and set up the doors thereof, the 
bolts thereof, and the bars thereof. And the fountain gate repaired Shallum the son 
of Col-hozeh, the ruler of the district of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set 
up the doors thereof, the bolts thereof, and the bars thereof, and the wall of the pool 
of Shelah by the king's garden, even unto the stairs that go down from the city of 
Da\·id. After him repaired Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, the ruler of half the district 16 
of Beth-zur, unto the place over against the sepulchres of David, and unto the pool 
that was made, and unto the house of the mighty men. After him repaired the Levites, 
Rchum the son of Bani. Next unto him repaired Hashabiah, the ruler of half the 
district of Keilah, for his district. After him repaired their brethren, Bavvai the son 
of Henadad, the ruler of half the district of Keilah. And next to him repaired Ezer 19 
the son of Jeshua, the ruler of l\lizpah, another portion, over against the going up to 
the amrnury at the turning of the wall. After him Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly 
repaired another portion, from the turning of the wall unto the door of the house of 
Eliashih the high priest. After him repaired l\Ieremoth the son of Uriah the son of 
Hakkoz another portion, from the door of the house of Eliashih even to the end of 
the house of Eliashib. And after him repaired the priests, the men of the Plain. 22 

After them repaire<l Bmjamin and Hasshub over against their house. After them 
repaired Azariah the son of l\Iaaseiah the son of Ananiah beside his own house. 
After him repaired Binnui the son of Henadad another portion, from the house of 
Azariah unto the turning of the wall, and unto the corner.· l'alal the son of Uzai 25 

repaired o\"Cr against the turning of the wall, and the tower that standeth out from 
the upper house of the king, \\hich is by the court of the guard. After him Pedaiah 
the "rn of Parosh repaired. After him the Tekoites repaired another portion, O\'er 
against the great tower that standeth out, and unto the wall of Ophel.* Above the 28 

horse gate repaired the priests, every one over against his own house. After them 
repaired Zadok the son of Immer o\·cr against his own house. And after him repaired 
Shemaiah the son of Shccaniah, the keeper of the east gate. After him repaired 
Hananiah the son of Shelcmiah, and Han um the sixth son of Zalaph, another portion. 
After him repaired :\Icshullam the son of Berechiah over against his chamber. After 31 
him repaiml :\Ialchijah one of the goldsmiths unto the house of the Nethinim, and 
of the merchants, O\"er against the gate of Hammiphkad, and to the ascent of the 
corner. And between the ascent of the corner and the sheep gate repaired the gold
smiths and the merchants. 

But it came lo pass that, when Sanballat heard that we buildcd the wall, he was 4 
wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews. And he spake before his 
l.Jrethren and the anny of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they 
fortify themselves> will they sacrifice? will· they make an end in a day? will they 
re\·ive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, seeing they are burned? Now Tobiah 
the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, 
he shall break down their stone wall. Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and 4 
tum back their reproach upon their own head, and give them up to spoiling in a land 

*Now the Nethinim dwelt in Ophel, unto the place over against the water gate toward the 26 
east, and the tower lhat standeth out. 
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5 of captivity: and cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from 
before thee: for they have provoked thee to anger before the builders. So we built 
the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto half the height thereof: for the 
people had a mind to work. 

7 But it came to pass that, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the 
Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem 
went forward, and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth; 
and they conspired all of them together to come and fight against Jerusalem, and to 
cause confusion therein. But we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch 

10 against them clay and night, because of them. And Judah said, The strength of the 
bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we are not able 
to build the wall. And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till 
we come into the midst of them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. And 
it came lo pass that, when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten 

13 times from all places, Ye must return unto us. Therefore set I in the lowest parts 
of the space behind the wall, in the open place:;, I even set the people after their families 
with their swords, their spears, and their bows. And I looked, and rose up, and said 
unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of 
them: remem bcr the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, 

15 your sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses. And it came to pass, 
when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had brought their 
counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work. 
And it came to pass from that time forth, that half of my servants wrought in the 
work, and half of them held the spears, the shields, and. the bows, and the coats of 

17 mail; and the rulers were behind all the house of Judah. They that builded the 
wall and they that bare burdens laded themselves, every one with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other held his weapon; and the builders, every 
one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me. And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers and to the rest 
of the people, The work' is great and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one 

20 far from another: in what place soever ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye 
thither unto us; our God shall fight for us. So we wrought in the work: and half 
of them held the spears from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared. Like
wise at the same time said I unto the people, Let every one with his servant lodge 
within Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a guard to us, and may labour in 
the day. So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the men of the guard 
which followed me, none of us put off our clothes, every one went with his weapon 
to the water. 

5 Then there arose a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren 
the Jews. For there were that said, We, our sons and our daughters, are many: 
let us get com, that we may cat and live. Some also there were that said, \Ve arc 
mortgaging our fields, and our vineyards, and our houses: let us get com, because 
of the dearth. There were also that said, \Ve have borrowed money for the king's 

s tribute upon our fields and our vineyards. Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our 
brethren, our children as their children: and, lo, we bring into bondage our sons 
and our daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are brought into bondage 
already: neither is it in our power to help it; for other men have our fields and our 

7 vineyards. And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words. Then 
I consulted with myself, and contended with the nobles and the rulers, and said unto 
them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. And I held a great assembly against 
them. And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the 
Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and would ye even sell your brethren, and 
should they be sold.unto us? Then held they their peace, and found never a word. 
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Also I said, The thing that ye do is not good: ought ye not to walk in the fear of 9 
our God, because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies? And I likewise, my 
brethren and my servants, do lend them money and corn on,usury. I pray you, let 
us leaYe off this usury. Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their fields, 
their Yineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth part of the 
money, and of the com, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them. Then said they, 12 

We will restore them, and will require nothing of them; so will we do, even as thou 
sayest. Then I called the priests, and look an oath of them, that they should do 
according to this promise. Also I shook out my lap, and said, So God shake out 
every man from his house, and from his labour, that pcrformeth not this promise; 
even thus be he shaken out, and emptied. And all the congregation said, Amen, 
and praised the LuRn. And the people did according to this promise. l\foreover 14 
from the time that 1 was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from 
the twentieth year ewn unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that 
is, twelve years, 1 and my brethren have not eaten the bread of the governor. But 
the former goYCrnors that were before me were chargeable unto the people, and took 
of them bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yea, even their servants Lare 
rule o,·er the people: but so die\ not I, because of the fear of God. Yea, also I con- 16 
tinucd in the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: and all my servants were 
gatherc<l thither unto the work. l\loreoYer there were at my table of the Jews and 
the rulers an hundred and fifty men, beside those that came unto us from among the 
heathen that were round r.bout us. Now that which was prepared for one day was 18 
one ox and six choice sheep; also fowls were prepared for me, and once in ten days 
<tore of all sorts of wine: yet for all this I demanded not the Lreacl of the governor, 
because the bondage was heavy upon this people. Remember unto me, 0 my God, 
for good, all that I have done for this people. 

'.'\ow it came to p3ss when it was reported to Sanballat and Tobiah, and lo 6 
Geshem the Arabian, and unto the rest of our e~""Jlics, that I had Luilded the wall, 
and that there was no breach left therein; (tho• ewn unto that time I had not 
set up the doors in the gates;) that Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, 
Come, let us meet together in one of the Yillagcs in the plain of Ono. But they 
thought lo do me mischief. And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a 3 
great work, so that I cannot come clown: why should the work cease, whilst l lra\'e 
it, an cl come down to you? And they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I 
answered them after the same manner. Then sent Sanballat his ser\'ant unto me 
in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand; wherein was writlen, 
It is reporll'd among the nations, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the Jews think 
lo rel){'!; for which muse thou buildcst the wall: and thou wouldest be their king, 
according to these worcls. And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee 7 
at Jc·rusalem, saying, There is a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the 
king according lo these words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together. 
Thrn I sent unto him, saying, There arc no such things done as thou sayest, but thou 
feigncst them out of thine own heart. For they all would have made us afraid, say
ing, Their hands shall he weakened from the work, that it be not done. But now, 
0 God, strengthen thou mv hands. 

And I went unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of l\frhetal1cl, 10 

who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within 
the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; 
yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. And I said, Should such a man as I 
flee? and who is there, that, being such as I, would go into the tern pie to sa vc his 
life? I will not go in. And I discerned, and, lo, God had not sent him: but he 12 

pronounced this prophecy against me: and Tobiah an<l Sanballat had hired him. 
For this cause was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they 
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might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. Remember, O 
my God, Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, and also the prophetess 
Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear. 

rs So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty 
and two days. And it came to pass, when all our enemies heard thereof, that all 
the heathen that were about us feared, and were much cast down in their own eyes: 
for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. Moreover in those days 
the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of Tobiah came 

rB unto them. For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son 
in law of Shecaniah the son of Arah; and his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter 
of Meshullam the son of Berechiah to wife. Also they spake of his good deeds before 
me, and reported my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear. 

7 Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, and 
the porters and the singers and the Levites were appointed, that I gave my brother 
Hanani, and Hananiah the governor of the castle, charge over Jerusalem: for he 
was a faithful man, and feared God above many. And I said unto them, Let not 
the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun be hot; and while they stand on 
guard, let them shut the doors, and bar ye them: and appoint watches of the in
habitants of Jerusalem, every one in his watch, and every one to be over against his 

4 house. Now the city was wide and large: but the people were few therein, and the 
houses were not builded. And my God put into my heart to gather together the nobles, 
and the rulers, and the people, that they might be reckoned by genealogy. And I found 
the book of the genealogy of them which came up at the first, and I found written 
therein: 

Genealogy of the Exiles returning under Zerubbabel 
6 These arc the children of the province, and eight. The children of Hashum, 22 

that went up out of the captivity of those three hundred twenty and eight. The 
that had been carried away, who"l'~ebu- children of Bewi, three hundred twenty and 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon ha¥rried four. The. children of Hariph, an hundred 
away, and that returned unto Jerusalem and twelve. The children of Gibeon, 

7 and to Judah, every one unto his city; who ninety and five. The men of Deth-lehem 
came with Zerubbabcl, Jeshua, Nehemiah, and Netophah, an hundred fourscore and 
J\zariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, eight. The men of Anathoth, an hundred 2/ 

Bilshan, Mispcreth, Bigvai, Nchum, Baa- twenty and eight. The men of Beth-
nah. The number of the men of the people azmaveth, forty and two. The men of 

B of Isrnel: the children of Parosh, two thou- Kiriath-jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, 
sand an hundred and seventy and two. seven hundred forty and three. The men 
The children of Shcphatiah, three hundred of Ramah and Geba. six hundred twenty 
seventy and two. The children of Arah, and one. The men of Michmas, an 
six hu.ndred fifty and two. The children hundred and twenty and two. The 32 
of Pahath-moab, of the children of Jeshua men of Beth-el and Ai, an hundred 
and Joah, two thousand and eight hundred twenty and three. The men of ihr 

1 2 and eighteen. The children of Elam, a other Nebo, fifty and two. The chil-
thousand two hundred fifty and four. dren of the other Elam, a thousand two 
The chil<lren of Zattu, eight hun<lred forty hundred fifty and four. The children of 
and five. The children of Zaccai, seven Harim, three hundred and twenty. The 16 
hundred and threescore. The children of children of Jericho, three hundred forty· 
Binnui, six hundred forty and eight. The and five. The children of Loci, Hadid, and 
children of Bebai, six hundred twentv and Ono, seven hun<lred twenty and one. The 

17 eight. The children of J\zgacl, two 'thou- chil<lrcn of Senaah, three thousand nine 
sand three hundred twenty and two. The hundred and thirty. The priests: the 
children of Adonikam, six hundred three- children of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, 
score and seven. The children of Bigvai, nine hundred seventy and three. The 40 
two thousand threescore and seven. The children of Immer, a thousand fifty and 
children of Adin, six hundred fifty and five. two. The children of Pashhur, a thousand 
The children of Ater, of Hezekiah, ninety two hundred forty and seven. The chil-
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dren of Harim, a thousand and seventeen. 
The Levites: the children of Jeshua, of 
Kadmicl, of the children of Hodevah, 

44 se\•enty and four. The singers: the chil
<lren of A.saph, an hundn:d forty and eight. 
The porters: the children of Shall um, the 
children of Ater, the children of Talman, 
the children of Akkub, the children of 
Hatita, the children of Shobai, an hundred 

46 thirty and eight. The Ncthinim: the 
children of Ziha. the children of Hasupha, 
the children of Ta bbaoth; the children of 
J\.eros, the children of Sia, the children of 
Padon; the children of Lebana, the chil
dren of Hagaba, the children of Salmai; 

49 the children of Hanan, the children of 
Giddel, the children of Gahar; the chil
dren of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, 
the children of Nekoda: the children of 
Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the children 
of Paseah: the children of Bcsai, the chil
dren of Meunirn, the <·hildren of Nephushe-

53 sim; the children of llakhuk, the cbil<lren 
oi Hakupha, the children of Harhur; 
the children of Bazlith. the children of 
~fehida, the children of Harsha; the chil
rlrcn of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the 
children of Temah: the children of Neziah, 

57 the children of Hatipha. The children of 
Solomon's servants: the children of Sotai, 
the children of Sophereth, the children of 
Perida; the children of Jaala, the children 
of Darkon, the children of Gidclcl; the 
chil<lren of Shephatiah, the children of 
Hattil, the children of Pochereth-hazze-

6o bairn, the children of Amon. All the :'.'lethi
nim, and the chilrlrcn of Solomon's ser
vants, were three hunrlrc<l ninetv and two. 
And these were they which we~t up from 
Tcl-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon, 
and Immer: but they could not shew their 
fathers' houses, nor their seed, whether they 

Rehemiah 

were of Israel: the children of Delahh. 62 
the children of Tobiah, the children of 
Nekoda, six hundred forty and two. And 
of the priests: the children of Hobaiah, 
the children of Hak.koz, the children of 
Barzillai, which took a wife of the daugh
ters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was 
called after their name. These sought 64 
their register among those that were r<;ck
oned by genealogy, but it was not founrl: 
therdore were they deemed polluted '1 nd 
put from the priesthood. And tbe Tir
shatha said unto them, that thev should not 
eat of the most holy things, tili there stood 
up a priest with 1.:rim and Thummin. 
The whole congregation together was 66 
forty and two thousand three hunrlred anrl 
threescore, beside their mensen·ants and 
their maidservants, of whom Lhere were 
seven thousa ncl three hundrerl thirty and 
seven: and they had two hundred forty 
and five singing men and singing womt•n. 
Their horses were seven hundred thirtv 68 
and six; their mules, two hundred fort\,, 
and fi,·e; their ramds, four hundred thirty 
and five; their asses, six thousand seven 
hundred and twentv. And some from 
among the heads o( fathers' houses gave 
unto the work. The Tirshatha gave to the 
treasury a thousand darks of gold, fifty 
basons, five hundred and thirty priests' 
gam1ents. And some of the heads of 71 
fathers' houses gave into the treasury of the 
work twenty thousand darks of gold, and 
two thousand and two hundred pound of 
silver. And that which the rest of the peo
ple gave was twenty thousand darirs of gold, 
and two thousand pound of silver,and three
score and seven priests' gam1cnts. So the 73 
priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and 
the singers, and some of the people, and the 
N ethinim, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities. 

CHRONICLE VI/.-THE COVENANT UNDER EZRA AND 
NEHEMIAH 

And when the se\·enth month was come, the children of Israel were in their cities. 8 
And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the broad place that 
was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book 
of the law of :r.loses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. And Ezra the priest 
brought the law before the congregation, both men and women and all that could 
hear .with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh m~nth. And he read 3 
therein before the broad place that was before the water gate from early morning 
until midday, in the presence of the men and the women, and of those that could 
understand; and the cars of all the people were attentive unto t.he book of the law. 
And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the pur- 4 
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pose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Uriah, and 
Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, 
and Malchijah, and Hashum, and Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the 
people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up: and Ezra blessed the LORD, 
the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with the lifting up of 
their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces 
to the ground. Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 
Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, 

8 caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood in their place. And 
they read in the book, in the law of God, distinctly; and they gave the sense, so that 
they understood the reading. And Nehemiah, which was the Tirshatha, and Ezra 
the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, 
This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people 

ro wept, when they heard the words of the law. Then he said unto them, Go your way, 
eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto him for whom noihing is 
prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye grieved; for the joy of 
the LORD is your strength. So the Levites slilled all the people, saying, Hold your 
peace, for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. And all the people went their way 
to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, because they 
had understood the words that were declared un lo them. 

13 And on the second day were gathered together the heads of fathers' houses of all 
the people, the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to give attention 
to the words of the law. And they found written in the law, how that the LORD 
had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in the 

rs feast of the seventh month: and that they should publish and proclaim in all their 
cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, 
and branches of wild olive, and myrtle branches, and palm branches, and branches 
of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written. So the people went forth, and brought 
them, and made themselves booths, every one upon the roof of his house, and in their 
courts, and in the· courts of the house of Goel, and in the broad place of the water 

17 gate, and in the broad place of the gate of Ephraim. And all the congregation of 
them that were come again out of the captivity made booths, and dwelt in the booths: 
for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not" the children of 
Israel done so. And there was very great gladness. Also day by day, from the first 
day unto the last day, he read in the book of the law of God. And they kept the feast 
seven days; and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according unto the ordi
nance. 

9 Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel were 
assembled with fasting, and with sackcloth, and earth upon them. And the seed of 
Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, 
and the iniquities of their fathers. And they stood up in their place, and read in 
the book of the law of the LORD their Goel a fourlh part of the day; and another 
fourth part they confessed, and worshipped the LoRD their God. Then stood up 
upon the stairs of the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmicl, Shebaniah, Bunni, Shere
biah, Bani, 'and Chenani, and cried with a loud voice unto the LoRD their God. 

5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, 
Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said: 

"Stand up and bless the LORD your God from everlasting to everlasting: and 
blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. Thou 
art the LORD, even thou alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with 
all their host, the earth and all things that are thereon, the seas and all that is in 

7 them, and thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee. Thou 
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art the LORD the God, who didst choose Abram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur 
of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of Abraham; and foundest his heart 
faithful before thee, and madest a covenant with him to give the land of the Canaanite, 
the Hittite, the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite, and the Girgashite, even 
to give it unto his seed, and hast performed thy words; for thou art righteous. And 9 
thou sawest the at1liction of our fathers in Egypt, and heardest their cry by the Red 
Sea; and shewedst signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all his servants, and on 
all the people of his land; for thou knewest that they dealt proudly against them; 
and didst get thee a name, as it is this day. And thou didst divide the sea before n 
them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on the dry land; and their pur
suers thou didst cast into the depths, as a stone into the mighty waters. Moreover 
thou leddest them in a pillar of cloud by day; and in a pillar of fire by night. to give 
them light in the way wherein they should go. Thou earnest down also upon mount 13 
Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and gavest them right judgements and 
true laws, good statutes and commandments: and madest known unto them thy 
holy sabbath, and commandedst them commandments, and statutes, and a law, by 
the hand of Moses thy servant: and gavest them bread from heaven for their hunger, 
and broughtest forth water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and comma111,ledst 
them that they should go in to possess the land which thou hadst lifter! up thine hand 
to give them. But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their neck, and 16 
hearkened not to thy commandments, and refused to obey, neither were mindful of 
thy wonders that thou didst among them; but hardened their neck, and in their 
rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage: but thou art a God ready 
io pardon, gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy, 
and forsookest them not. Yea, when they had made them a molten calf, and said, 18 
This is thy God that brought thee up out of Egypt, and had wrought great pro\'Oca
tions; yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the wilderness: the 
pillar of cloud departed not from over them by day, to lead them in the way; neither 
the pillar of fire by night, lo shew them light, and the way wherein they should go. 
Thou gavest also thy good spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not thy manna 20 

from their mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst. Yea, forty years didst 
thou sustain them in the wilderness, and they lacked nothing; their clothes waxed 
not old, and their feet swelled not. Moreover thou gavest them kingdoms and 
peoples, which thou didst allot after their portions: so they possessed the land of 
Sihon, e\'Cn the land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king of Bashan. 
Their children also multipliedst thou as the stars of heaven, and broughtest them 23 
into the land, concerning which thou didst say lo their fathers, that they should go 
in to possess it. So the children went in and possessed the land, and thou 
subduedst hcfore them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gavest them 
into their hands, with their kings, and the peoples of the land, that they might 
do with them as they would. And they took fenced cities, and a fat land, and 25 
possessed houses full of all good things, cisterns hewn out, vineyards, and olivc
yards, and fruit trees in abundance: so they did cat, and were fillecl, ancl became fat, 
and delighted themsch·cs in thy great goodness. Nevertheless they were disobedient, 
and rebelled against thee, and cast thy law behind their back, and slew thy prophets 
which testified against them to tum them again unto thee, and they wrought great 
provocations. Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand of their adversaries, 27 
who distressed them: and in the time of their trouble, when they cried unto thee, 
thou heardcst from heaven; and according to thy manifold mercies thou ga\·cst 
them saviours who saved them out of the hand of their adversaries. But after they 
had rest, they did evil again before thee: therefore leftest thou them in the hand 
of their enemies, so that they had the dominion over them: yet when they returned, 
and cried unto thee, thou heardest from heaven; and many times didst thou deliver 
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i9 them according to thy mercies; and testifiedst against them, that thou mightest 
bring them again unto thy law: yet they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto 
thy commandments, but sinned against thy judgements, (which if a man do, he shall 
live in them,) and withdrew the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and would not hear. 
Yet many years didst thou hear with them, and testifiedst against them by thy spirit 
through thy prophets: yet would they not give ear: therefore gavest thou them into the 

31 hand of the peoples of the lands. Nevertheless in thy manifold mercies thou didst not 
make a full end of them, nor forsake them; for thou art a gracious and merciful God. 

"Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, who kecpest 
covenant and mercy, let not all the travail seem little before thee, that hath come 
upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets, anrl 
on our fathers, and on all thy pe~ple, since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this 

33 day. Howbeit thou art just in all that is come upon us; for thou hast dealt truly, 
but we have done wickedly: neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our 
fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy commandments and thy testimonies, 
wherewith thou didst testify against them. For they have not served thee in their 
kingdom, and in thy great goodness that thou gavest them, and in the large and fat 
land which thou gavest before them, neither turned they from their wicked works. 

36 Behold, we arc servants this day, and as for the land that thou g?.vest unto our fathers 
to eat the fruit thereof and the 11:ood thereof, behold, we are servants in it. And it 
yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom thou hast set over us because of our 
sins: also they have power over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, 
and we are in great distress. And yet for all this we make a sure covenant, and 
write it; and our princes, our Levites, and our priests, seal unto it." 

Register of those who sealed unto the Covenant 
10 Now those that scaled were, Nehemiah 

the Tirshatha, the son of Hacaliah, and 
Zedekiah; Seraiah, Azariah, J crem iah; 
Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah; Hattush, 
Shehaniah, Malluch; Harim, Meremoth, 
Obadiah; Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch; 
Mrshullam, Abijah, Mijamin; Maaziah, 
Bilgai, Shemaiah: these were the priests. 

9 And the Levites: namely, J cshua the son 
of Aza niah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, 
Kadmicl; anrl their brethren, Shcb:iniah, 
Hodiah, Kelita, Pclaiah, Hanan; Mica, 

Re hob, Hashabiah; Zaccur, Shercbiah, 
Shebaniah; Hodiah, Bani, Rcninu. The q 
chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pahath-moab, 
Elam, Zattu, Bani; Bunni, . .\zgad, Behai, 
Adonijah, Bigvai. Ad in; Ater, Hezrkiah, 
Azzur; Hodiah, Hashurn, Bczai; Hariph, 
Anathoth, Nobai; Magpiash, Meshullam, 
Hczir; Meshezahcl, Zadok, Jaddua; Pela· 
tiah, Hanan, Ana.iah; Hoshca, Hananiah, 2.::1 
Hasshub; Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobck; 
Rchum, Hashabnah, Maasciah; and Ahiah, 
Hanan, Anan; Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 

28 And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the porters, the singers, the 
Nethinim, and all they that had separated themselves from the peoples of the lands 
unto the law of God, their wives, thl'ir sons, and their daughters, every one that ha<I 
knowledge and understanding; they clave to their brethren, their nobles, anrl entered 
into a curse, and into an oath, "to walk in God's law, which was given hy Moses the 
sen·ant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LoRn our Lord, 

3oand his judgements and his statutes; and that we would not give our daughters unto 
the peoples of the land, nor take their daughters for our sons: and if the peoples of 
the lanu bring ware or any '~ctuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we would not buy 
of them on the sabbath, or on a holy day: and that we would forgo the seventh year, 

32 and the exaction of every debt. Also we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves 
yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service of the house of our God; for the 
shewbread, and for the continual meal offering, and for the continual burnt offering, 
of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for t'he set feasts, and for the holy things, and for 
the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of 
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our God. And wr cast lots, the priests, the Levites, and the people, for the wood 34 
offering, to bring it into the house of our God, according to our fathers' houses, at 
times appointed, year by year, to burn upon the altar of the LORD our God, as it is 
written in the law: an<l to bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfruits of 
all fruit of all manner of trees, year by year, unto the house of the LORD: also the 36 
firstborn of our sons, and of our cattle, as it is written in the law, and the firstlings of 
our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God, unto the priests that 
minister in the house of our God: and that we should bring the firstfruits of our 
dough, and our heave offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, the wine and the 
oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and the tithes of our 
ground unto the Levites; for they, the Levites, take the tithes in all the cities of our 
tillage. And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites 38 
take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of 
our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house. For the children of Israel and 
the children of Le\~ shall bring the heave offering of the corn, of the wine, and of 
the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests 
that ministrr, and the porters, and the singers: and we will not forsake the house 
of our God." 

CllRO,VICLE Vll/ . ...:_STATIST.ICS OF THE RETURN 

Allotment of the Families of the Return in Jerusalem and in 
the Cities 

11 And the princL'S of the people dwelt in seer: and Judah the son of Hassenuah was 
Jerusalem: the r"st of the people also cast second over the city. Of the priests: 10 

lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jeru- Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin, Seraiah 
salem the holy "ity, and nine parts in .the the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullarn, 
other cities. And the pe<>1•le blessed all the son of Zadok, the son of Mcraioth, the 
the men that willingly ollcred themselves son of Ahitub, the ruler of the house of (;od, 

3 to rlwcll in Jeru,akm. Nol\' these are the and their brethn·n that did the work of the 12 

chiefs of thl' province that rlweh in Jeru- house, eight hundred twenty anrl two: 
salf'm: but in the cities of Judah dwelt anrl Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son 
e\'cry one in his po!'.Sl'ssion in lheir cities, of Pclaliah, the son of Amzi, the son 
to wit, Israel, the priests, and the Levites, of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the son of 
anrl the :\'ethinim, anrl the children of Malchijah, and his brethren, ch ids of 13 

4 Solomon's scn·ants. And in Jerusalem fathers' houses, two hundred fortv and Lwo: 
dwelt certain of the C"hildren of Judah, and and Amashsai thr son of Azarel, the son 
of the children of Ilenjamin. Of the of Ahzai, the sun of Meshillemoth, the son of 
chilrlrf'n of Jurlah: Athaiah the son of •~"Tier, and their brethren, mighty men of 
l'zziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of valour, an hundred twenty and eight: and 
Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of their overseer was Zabdiel, the son of Hag-

5 '.fahalalel, of the chil<lren of Perez; anrl gcdolim. And of Lhe Levites: Shemaiah 15 
~faasciah the son of Baruch, the son of the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, 
('ol-hnzl'h, thr son of Hazaiah, the son the son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; 
of . .\rlaiah, the son of Joiarih, the son of and Shabhethai and Jozabad, of the chiefs 
Zechariah, the son of the Shilonite. All the of the Levites, who had the oversight of the 
sons of Perez that dwelt in Jerusalem were outward business of the house of Cod; 
four hundred threl'scnrc and eight valiant and Mattaniah the son or Mira, thl· son of Ii 

7 mm. And these are thr· sons of Benjamin: Zahdi, the son of Asaph, who was the rhicf 
Sallu the son of '.\lcshullam, the son of to begin the thanksgiving in prayer, and 
Joed, the son of Pt·cl:tiah, lhe !-Ion of Ko- Bakbukiah, the second among his brethren; 
laiah, the son of lllaasciah, the son of Ithicl, and .'\bda Lhc son of Shammua, the sun of 
the son of Jeshaiah. And after him Gab- Gala!, Lhe son of JeduLhun. All the Levites 
bai, Sallai, nine hunr!red twenty and eight. in the holy city were two hundred four-
And Jod the sun of Zichri was their over- score and four. Moreover the porters, 19 
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Akkub, Talman, and their brethren, that 
kept watch at the gates, were an hundred 

20 seventy and two. And the residue of 
Israel, of the priests, the Levites, were in 
all the cities of Judah, every one in his in
heritance. But the Ncthinim dwelt in 
Ophel: and Ziha and Gishpa were over 

22 the Nethinim. The overseer also of the 
Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of 
Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of 
Mattaniah, the son of Mica, of the sons of 
Asaph, the singers, over the business of the 

23 house of God. For there was a command
ment from the king concerning them, and a 
settled provision for the singers, as every day 
required. And Pethahiah the son of Me
shezabel, of the children of Zerah the son of 
Judah, was at the king's hand in all matters 

25 concerning the people. And for the villages, 
with their fields, some of the children of Judah 
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dwelt in Kiriath-arba and the towns there
of, and in Dibon and the towns thereof, 
and in J ekabzeel and the villages thereof; 
and in Jeshua, and in Moladah, and Beth
pclct; and in Hazar-shual, and in Beer
sheba and the- towns thereof; and in Ziklag, 2 8 
and in Meconah and in the towns thereof; 
and in En-rimmon, and in Zorah, and in 
Jarmuth; Zanoah, Adullam, and their 
villages, Lachish and the fields thereof, 
Azekah and the towns thereof. So they 
encamped from Beer-sheba unto the valley 
of Hinnom. The children of Benjamin JI 
also dwelt from Geba onward, at Mich
mash and Aija, and at Beth-el and the towns 
thereof; at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah; 
Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim; Hadid, Zeboim, 
Neballat; Lad, and Ono, the valley of 
craftsmen. And of the Levites, certain 36 
courses in Judah were joined to Benjamin. 

Register of the Priests and Levites returning with Zerubbabel 
12 Now these are the priests and the Levites 

that went up with Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezra; Amariah, Malluch, Hattush; She
caniah, Rehum, Meremoth; Iddo, Ginne
thoi, Abijah; Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah; 

7 Shemaiah; and Joiarib, Jedaiah; Sallu, 
Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the 
chiefs of the priests and of their brethren in 
the days of Jeshua. Moreover the Levites: 
Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, 
and Mattaniah, which was over the thanks
giving, he and his brethren. Also Bak
bukiah and Unno, their brethren, were 

'°over against them in wards. And J eshua 
begat Joiakim, and Joiakim begat Eliashib, 
and Eliashib begat Joiada, and Joiada begat 
Jonathan, and Jonathan begat Jaddua. 
And in the days of Joiakim were priests, 
heads of fathers' houses: of Seraiah, 
Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hananiah; of Ezra, 

r4 Meshullam; of Amariah, J ehohanan; of 
Malluchi, Jonathan; ofShebaniah, Joseph; 
of Harim, Adna; of Mcraioth, Hclkai; of 
lddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshul-

lam; of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of 17 
Moadiah, Piltai; of Bilgah, Shammua; of 
Shemaiah, Jehonathan; and of Joiarib, 
Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; of Sa!lai, 
Kallai; of Amok, Eber; of Hilkiah, 
Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanel. The 22 

Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, 
and Johanan, and Jaddua, were recorded 
heads of fathers' houses: also the priests, 
in the reign of Darius the Persian. The 
sons of Levi, heads of fathers' houses, were 
written in the book of the chronicles, even 
until the days of Johanan the son of 
Eliashib. And the chiefs of the Levites: 24 
Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of 
Kadmiel, with their brethren over against 
them, to praise and give thanks, according 
to the commandment of David the man of 
God, ward against ':Yard. Mattaniah, and 
Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, 
Akkub, were porters keeping the ward at the 
storehouses of the gates. These were;., the 26 
days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of 
Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the 
governor, and of Ezra the priest the scribe 

CHRONICLE IX.-DIVERS ACTS OF NEHEMIAH 

(Being Fragments of his Memoirs) 

Dedication of the Wall 
27 And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of 

all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with _gladness, 
both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps. 
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And the sons of the singers gathered themselves together, both out of the plain round 28 
about Jersualem, and from the villages of the Netophathites; also from Beth-gilgal, 
and out of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth: for the singers had builded them villages 
round about Jerusalem. And the priests and the Levites purified themselves; and 
they purified the people, and the gates, and the wall. Then I brought up the princes 31 
of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great companies that gave thanks and 
went in procession. Whereof one went on the right hand upon the wall toward the 
dung gate: (and a[ter them went Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah, and 
Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, Judah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, 
and certain of the priests' sons with trumpets: Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the 35 
5nn of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of '.\Iicaiah, the son of Zaccur, the 
son of Asaph; and his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, 
Nethanel, and Judah, Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of 
God; and Ezra the scribe was before them:) and by the fountain gate, and straight 
be[ore them, they went up by the stairs of the city of David, at the going up of the 
wall, above the house of David, even unto the water gate eastward. And the other 38 
company of them that gave thanks went to meet them, and I after them, with the half 
of the people, upon the wall, above the tower of the furnaces, even unto the broad 
wall; and above the gate of Ephraim, and by the old gate, and by the fish gate, and 
the tower of Hanancl, and the tower of Hammeah, even unto the sheep gate: and 
they stood still in the gate of the guard. So stood the two companies of them that 4° 
ga\·e thanks in the house of God, and I, and the half of the rulers with me: and the 
priests, Eliakim, '.\Iaaseiah, Miniamin, '.\ficaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, 
with trumpets; and '.\faaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, 
and Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah 
their overseer. And they offered great sacrifices that day, and rejoiced; for God 43 
had made them rejoice with great joy; and the women also and the children rejoiced: 
so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off.* 

Purification of the Temple 
On that day they read in the book of Moses in the audience of the people; and 13 

therein was found written, that an Ammonite and a l\Ioabite should not enter into 
the assembly of God for ever; because they met not the children of Israel with bread 
and with water, but hired Balaam against them, to curse them: howbeit our God 
turned the curse into a ble.ssing. And it came to pass, when they had heard the law, 
that they sepuated from Israel all the mixed multitude. 

Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the chambers of 4 
the house of our Goel, being allied unto Tobiah, had prepared for him a great chamber, 
where aforetime they laid the meal offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and 
the tithes of the com, the wine, and the oil, which were given by commandment to 
the Levites, and the singers, and the porters; and the heave offerings for the priests. 
But in all this time I was not at Jerusalem: for in the two and thirtieth year of Ar- 6 
taxerxes king of Babylon I went unto the king, and after certain days asked I leave 
of the king: and I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib harl 
done for Tobiah, in preparing him a chamber in the courts of the house of God. 

: And on that day were men appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for the hl•ave 44 
offerings, for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them, according to Lhr ficlrls of 
the cities,_ the porlions appointed by the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah n•joicecl 
for the priests and for lhe Levites that waite<l. An<l they kept the ward of !heir Go<l, an<l the 
ward o( the purification, and so did the singers and thl' porters, according to the commandment 
of Davi~, and of Solomon his son. For in the days of Davi<l an<l Asaph of old there was a chief 46 
of the singers, and songs of praise ancl thanksgiving unto Go<l. An<l all Israel in the days of 
Zerubba~el, and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the singers and the porters, as every 
day required: and they sanctified for the Levites; and 1hc Levites sanctilied for the sons of Aaron. 
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And it grieved me sore: therefore I cast forth all the household stuff of Tobiah out 
9 of the chamber. Then I commanded, and they cleansed the chambers: and thither 

brought I again the vessels of the house of God, with the meal offerings and the 
frankincense. And I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been given 
them; so that the Levites and the singers, that did the work, were fled every one to his 
field. Then contended I with the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God forsaken? 

12 And I gathered them together, and set them in their place. Then brought all Judah 
the tithe of the corn and the wine and the oil unto the treasuries. And I made 
treasurers over the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe, and of 
the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of 
Mattaniah: for they were counted faithful, and their business was to distribute unto 

14 their brethren. Remember me, 0 my God, concerning this, and wipe not out my 
good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for the observances thereof. 

A Reform of Sabbath Observance 
15 In those days saw I in J u<lah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bring

ing in sheaves, and lading asses therewith; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all 
manner of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and 
I testified against them in the day wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt men of 
Tyre also therein, which brought in fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on the 

17 sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I contended with the 
nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this that ye do, and profane 
the sabbath day? Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this 
evil upon us, and upon this city? yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning 

19 the sabbath. And it came to pass that, when the gates of Jerusalem began lo be dark 
before the sabbath, I commanded that the doors should be shut, and commanded 
that they should not be opened till after the sabbath: and some of my servants set 
I over the gates, that there should no burden be brought in on the sabbath day. So 
the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or twice. 

21 Then I testified against them, and said unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall> 
if ye do so again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came they no more 
on the sabbath. And I commanded the Levites that they sho\lld purify themselves, 
and that they should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. Remem
lier unto ml', 0 my God, this also, and spare me according to the greatness of thy 
mercy. 

A Reform of Marriage Customs 
23 In those days also saw I the Jews that had married women of Ashdod, of Ammon, 

and of Moab: and their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could 
not speak in the Jews' language, but according to the language of each people. And 
I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off 
their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters 

26 unto their sons, nor take their daughters for your sons, or for yourselves. Did nol 
Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet among many nations was there no 
king like him, and he was beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Israel: 
nevertheless even him did strange women cause to sin. Shall we then hearken unto 
you to do all this great evil, to trespass against our God in marrying strange w?rncn > 

28 And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the higli priest, was son m law 
to Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I chased him from me. Remember them, 0 
my God, because they have defiled the priesthood, and the covenant of the p~iest
hood, and of the Levites. Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed 
wards for the priests and for the Levites, every one in his work; and for the wood of
fering, at times appointed, and for the firstfmits. Remember me, 0 my God, for good_ 
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BOOK I.-GENERAL PROPHECIES 

The Great Arraignment 
HF.AR, 0 heawns, and give ear, 0 earth, for the LORD hath spoken: I have 

nourished and bmu11:ht up children, and they have rebelled against me. 

1 

The ox knowcth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not 3 
know, my people doth not consider. Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
a seed of evil-doers, children that deal corruptly: they have forsaken the LORD, they 
ha\·c despised the Holy One of Israel, they arc estranged and gope backward. 
\\'hy will ye be still stricken, that ye rcrnlt more and more? The whole head is 5 
;-ick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there 
is no soundness in it; hut wounds, and bruises, and festering sores: they have not been 
closed, neither bounrl up, neitlwr mollified with oil. Your country is desolate; your 
cities arc bum eel with fire; your land, strangers devour it in your presence, and it is 
,Jc,-olatc, as m·crthrown by strangers. And the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a 8 
\·ineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cu cum be rs, as a besieged city. Except the LORD 
of hosts had left unto us a wry small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, we 
should haw been like unto Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; gfrc car unto the law of our Goel, 10 

ye people of Gomorrah. To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? 
saith the Lo Rn: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; 
and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. When ye come 
to appear before me, \\·ho hath required this at your hand, to trample my courts? 
Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; new moon and 
,abbath, the calling of assemblies, - I cannot away with iniquity and the solemn 
ml't ting. Your ne\I' moons and your appointed feasts my soul hatNh: they arc a 4 , 
trnuhlc unto me; I am \Yeary to bear them. And when ye spread forth your hands, I 
will hide mine cyrs from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your 
hands arc full of bhHL 

Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes; cease to do eYil: learn to do well; seek judgement, relieve the oppressed, judge 
the fathl'rless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 18 
LORD: though your sin,; be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crim,;on, they shall be as wool. If ye he willing and obedient, ye shall cat 
lhe good of the land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: 
for the mouth of the LoRn hath spoken it. 

Ilow is the faithful city hccome an harlot! she that was full of judgement! right- 21 

enusnL;;s lodged in her, but now murderers. Thy silver is become dross, thy wine 
mixed with water. Thy princes arc rebellious, and companions of thieves; every 
one lnwth gift,;, an cl followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither 
doth the cause of the widow come unto them. Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD 24 
of host;;, the '.\Iighty One of Israel, Ah, I will case me of mine adversaries, and avenge 
me of mine enemies: and I will tum my hand upon thee, and throughly purge away 
thy dro,;.s, and will take away all thy alloy: and I will restore thy judges as at the first, 
a_nd thy counsellors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called The city of 
nghll:ousness, the faithful city. Zion shall be redeemed with judgement, and her 27 
converts with righteousness. But the destruction of the transgressors and the sinners 
shall be together, and they that forsake the LORD shall be consumed. for they shall 
be ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired, ancl ye shall be confounded for the 
garclcns that ye have chosen. for ye shall be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a 30 
garden that hath no water. And the strong shall be as tow, and his work as a spark; 
and they shall both burn together, and none shall quench them. 
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Through Judgement to Glory 
Ami it shall come lo pass in the latter days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house 

shall be 1·s/ablisllfll at Ilic head of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; 
and all 1111/io11s shall flow 1111/0 it. And many peoples shall go a11d say, Come ye, and 
frt 11s go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of Ilic God of Jacob; and Ire will 
/mrh us o/ his ways, and we will walk in his pal/ts: for out of Zion shall go forth the 

4 law, and the word of lite l.011n /rom Jerusalem. And he shall judge between Ilic nations, 
1111d shall reprove many p1•oplcs: and they shall brat their swords into plowshares, and 
l/1cir sprars into pruning/woks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they lear,n war any more. 

5 0 house of Jacob, come ye, an<l lct us walk in the light of the LORD. For thou hast 
forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be filled with customs from the 
cast, ancl arc soothsayers like the Philistines, and they strike hands with the children 
of strangers. Their land also is full of silver an<! golcl, neither is there any end of 
their treasures; their land also is full of horses, neither is there any end of their 
chariots. Their land also is full of iclols; they worship the work of their own hands, 
that which their own fmgers have.made. And the mean man boweth down, and the 
great man humhleth himself: therefore foq~ive them not. 

10 Enter into the rock, an<l hide thee in the dust, from before the terror of the LORD, 
ancl from the glory of his majesty. The lofty looks of man shall be brought low, 
and the haughtiness of men shall he bowed down, and the LORD alone shall he 

12 exalted in that day. For there shall be a day of the LORD of hosts upon all that is 
proud ancl haughty, and upon all that is lifted up; ancl it shall be brought low: and 
upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that arc high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of 
Bashan; ancl upon all the high mountains, ancl upon all the hills that are lifted up; 
and upon every lofty tower, and upon every fenced wall; and upon all the ships of 

17 Tarshish, and upon all pleasant watch-towers. And the loftiness of man shall be 
bowed clown, ancl the haughtiness of men shall be brought low: and the LoRD alone 
shall he cxallecl in that clay. And the idols shall utterly pass away. And men shall 
go into the caves of the rocks, ancl into the holes of the earth, from before the terror or 
the Lonn, and from the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake mightily the 

20 earth. Jn that day a man shall cast away his idols of silwr, and his idols of gold, 
which they made for him to worship, to the moles and to the bats; to go into the cav
erns of the rocks, and into the clefts of the ragged rocks, from before the terror of the 
Lonn, an<l from the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth lo shake mightily the earth. 

Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be ac-
3 counted of? For, hcholcl, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, doth takeaway from Jerusalem 

and from Jurlah stay an<l staIT, the whole slay of bread, and the whole stay of water; 
the mighty man, an<l the man of war; the juclge, and the prophet, and the di\"iner, 
and the ancient; the captain or fifty, ancl the honourable man, and the counsellor, 
and the running artilKer, and the skilful enchanter. And I will giYe children to be 

.s their princes, and babes shall rule o\"er them. And the people shall be oppressed, 
e\"ery one hy another, and every one hy his neighbour: the child shall behave himself 
prourlly against the ancient, and the base against the honourable. "'hen a man shall 
lake hold of his hro1her in the house of his father, saying, Thou hast clothing, he thou 
our ruler, and let this ruin be under thy han<l: in that clay shall he lift up his \"Oice, 
saying, 1 will not be an healer; for in my house is neither breacl nor clothing: ye shall 

a not make me ruler or the people. For Jerw•alem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: be
cause their tongue and their doings arc against the LORD, to pro\'Oke the eyes of his 
glory. The shew of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare 
their sin as Sodom, they hide it not. Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded 
evil unto themselves. Say ye of the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they 
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shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him: for 11 

the doing of his hands shall be done to him. As for my people, children are their op
pressors, and women rule over them. 0 my people, they which lead thee cause thee 
to err, and destroy the way of thy paths. The LORD standeth up to plead, and 
standeth to judge the peoples. The LORD will enter into judgement with the elders 14 
of his people, and the princes thereof: It is ye that ha Ye eaten up the vineyard; the 
spoil of the poor is in your houses: what mean ye that ye crush my people, and grind 
the face of the poor? saith the Lord, the Lo Rn of hosts. 

'.\Ioreowr the LORD said, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk 16 
'"ith stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and 
n- a king a tinkling with their feet: therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown 
of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the LORD will lay bare their secret parts. 
In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their anklets, and the cauls, and 18 
the crescents; the pendants, and the bracelets, and the m ul1lers; the head tires, and 
the ankle chains, and the sashes, and the perfume boxes, and the amulets; the rings, 
and the nose jewels; the festival robes, and the mantles, and the shawls, and the satch
els; the hand mirrors, and the fine linen, and the turbans, and the veils. And it 24 

shall come to pass, that instead of sweet spices there shall be rottenness; and instead of 
a girdle a rope; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a 
girding of sackcloth: branding instead of beauty. Thy men shall fall by the sword, 
and thy mighty in the war. And her gales shall lament and mourn; and she shall be 
desolate and sit upon the ground. And se\'en women shall take hold of one man in 4 
that day, saying, \Ye will cat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be 
called by thy name; take thou away our reproach. 

In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit 2 

of the land shall he exrrllcnt and comely for them that arc escaped of Israel. And it 
shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, 
shall be called holy, even every one· that is written among the living in Jerusalem: 
when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall 
have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof, by the blast of judgement, 
and by the blast of burning. And the LORD will create over the whole habitation of s 
mount Zion, and over her.assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a 
flaming fire by night: for over all the glory shall be spread a canopy. And there shall be 
a pavilion for a shadow in the day-time from the heat, and for a refuge and for a covert 
from storm and from rain. 

Parable of the Vineyard 
Let me sing of my wcllbelovcd a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. 5 

My wellbeloved had a vineyard 
In a very fruitful hill: 

And he made a trench about it, 
And gathered out the stones thereof, 
And planted it with the choicest vine, 
And built a tower in the midst of it, 
And also hewed out a wineprcss therein: 

And he looked that it should bring forth grapes -

and it brought forth wild grapes! And now, 0 inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of 3 
Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What could have been done 
more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? Wherefore when I looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? ' 
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5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away 
the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; I will break down the fence thereof 
and it shall be trodden down: and I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned nor hoed~ 
b~t there ?hall con;ie up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds that they 
ram no ram upon 1t. 

7 For the vineyard of the LoRD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah 
his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgement, but behold oppression; for right
eousness, but behold a cry. 

A Sevenfold Woe 
s WoE unto them 

That join house to house, 
That lay field to field, 

Till there be no room, 
And ye be made to dwell alone in the midst of the land I 

9 In mine ears saith the LORD of hosts: Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, 
e\·en great and fair, without inhabitant. For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one 
bath, and a homer of seed shall yield but an ephah. 

II WoE unto them 
That rise up early in the morning, 

That they may follow strong drink; 
That tarry late into the night, 

Till wine inflame them. 
And the harp and the lute, the tabret and the pipe, 

And wine, are in their feasts: 
But they regard not the work of the LORD, 

Neither have they consideretl the operation of his hands! 

13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, for lack of knowledge: and their 
honourable men are famished. and their multitude are parched with thirst. 

Therefore hell hath enlarged her desire, and opened her mouth without measure: 
and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth among them, 

,5 descend into it. And the mean man is bowed down, and the great man is humbled, 
and the eyes of the lofty are humbled: but the LORD of hosts is exalted in judgement, 
and God the Holy One is sanctified in righteousness. Then shall the lambs feed as 
in their pasture, and the waste places of the fat ones shall wanderers eat. 

18 

20 

WoE unto them 
That draw iniquity with cords of vanity, 

And sin as it were with a cart rope: 
'Let him make speed, let him basten his work, 

'That we may see it; 
'And let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, 

'That we may know it I' 

WoE unto them 
That call evil good, 

And good evil; 
That put darkness for light, 

And light for darkness; 
That put bitter for sweet, 

And sweet for bitter! 
476 



P r op h e c i c \V o r k s o f I s a i a h B<--

\VOE unto them 
That are wise in their own eyes, 

And prudent in' their own sight I 

Isaiah 

21 

'VOE unto them 22 

That are mighty to drink wine, 
And men of strength to mingle strong drink: 

Which justify the wicked for a reward, 
And take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! 

Therefore as the tongue of fire devoureth the stubble, and as the dry grass sinketh 24 

down in the flame, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up 
as dust: because they ha \·e rejected the law of the LORD 0£ hosts, and despised the 
word oi the Holv One of Israel. 

Therefore is the anger of the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched 25 
forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them, and the hills did tremble, and 
their carcases were as refuse in the midst of the streets. 

FoR ALL THIS his anger is not turned away, 
But his hand is stretched out still! 

And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, 
And will hiss for them from the end of the earth: 
And, behold, they shall come with speed swiftly: 

None shall be weary nor stumble among them, 
:\one shall slumber nor sleep; 
Neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, 
Nor the latchet of their shoes be broken: 

\Vhosc arrows are sharp, 
And all their bows bent; 
Their horses' hoofs shall be counted like flint, 
And their wheels like a whirlwind: 

Their roaring shall be like a lion, 
They shall roar like young lions: 
Y ca, they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, 
And carry it away safe, and there shall he none to deliver. 

And they shall roar against them in that day like the roaring of the sea: 30 
And if one look unto the land, behold, darkness and distress, 
And the light is darkened in the clouds thereof. 

The Call of the Prophet 
In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 6 

lifted up, and his train filled the tern pie. Above him stood the seraphim: each one 
had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and 
with twain he <lid fly. And one cried unto another: 

CHORUS OF SERAPHIM. - Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts! 
ANSWERING C.RORUS. - The fulness of the whole earth is his glory l 
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4 And the foundations of the thresholds were moved at the voice of him that cried, 
and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I: 

Woe is me, for I am undone! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, 
And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: 

For mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts! 

6 Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with the tongs from off the altar: and he touched my mouth with it, and said: 

Lo, this hath touched thy lips; 
And thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. 

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 
Then I said, Here am I; send me. 

And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and 
see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their 
ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and turn again, and be healed. 

II Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until cities be waste without 
inhabitant, and houses without man, and the land become utterly waste, and the LORD 
have removed men far away, and the forsaken places be many in the midst of the land. 
And if there be yet a tenth in it, it shall again be eaten up: as a terebinth, and as an 
oak, whose stock remaineth when they are felled, so the holy seed is the stock thereof. 

BOOK /I.-PROPHECIES OF THE UNHOLY ALLIANCE AND THE 
SIGN IMMANUEL 

To King Ahaz 

7 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king 
of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, kjng of Israel, 
went up to Jerusalem to war against it; but could not prevail against it. And it was 
told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was 
moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the forest are moved with the wind. 

3 Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-
jashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, in the high way of the 
fuller's field; and say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither let thine 
heart be faint, because of these two tails of smoking firebrands -

'For the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, 
'And of the son of Remaliah.' -

s Because Syria hath counselled evil against thee, Ephraim also, and the son of Rema
liah, -

'Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, 
'And let us make a breach therein for us, 
'And set up a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeel,' -

7 thus saith the Lord GoD: It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass: -
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'For the head of Syria is Damascus, 
'And the head of Damascus is Rezin:' -

Isaiah 

and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken in pieces, that it be not 
a people:-

'And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
'And the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son.' -

If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established. 

8 

And the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy tc 
God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, 
neither will I tempt the LORD. And he said, Hear ye now, 0 house of David; is it 
a small thing fur you to weary men, that ye will weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold, a virgin is with child, and beareth a son, 
and shall call his name 'God-with-us.'* Butter and honey shall he eat, when he rs 
knoweth to refuse the evil, and choose the good. For before the child shall know 
to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land whose two kings thou abhorrest shall 
be forsaken. 

To the King of Israel 
The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father's 17 

house, days that ha,·e not come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; 
e\·en the king of :\ssyria. 

The Fly and the Bee 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in 18 

the uttermost part of the rivers of Eyypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria. 
And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the 
holes o[ the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all pastures. 

The Razor 
In that day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, which is in the parts be- 20 

j'fmd the River, even with the king of Assyria, the head and the hair of the feet: and it 
shall also consume the beard. 

Buller and lI oney 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and 21 

two sheep; and it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give 
he shall eat butter: for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in the midst 
of the land. 

Briers and Thorns 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place, where there were a thousand 23 

vines at a thousand silverlings, shall even be for briers and thorns. With arrows 
and with bow shall one come thither; because all the land shall be briers and thorns. 
And all the hills that were digged with the mattock, thou shalt not come thither for 
fear of briers and thorns, but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the 
treading of sheep. 

M aher-shalal-hash-baz 
And the LORD said unto me, Take thee a l(reat tablet, and write upon it in common 8 

characters, For Maher-shalal-hash-baz; and I will take unto me faithful witnesses to 
record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. And I went unto the 
prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. Then said the LoRD unto me, Call 
his name 'Maher-shalal-hash-baz.' For before the child shall have knowledge to 4 

* Immanuel. 
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cry, My father, and, My mother, the riches of Damascus and the 'spoil' of Samaria 
shall be 'carried away' before the king of Assyria. 

The River 
5 And the LORD spake unto me yet again, saying, Forasmuch as this people hath 

refused the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah's son; 
now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the River, 
strong and many, even the king of Assyria and all his glory: and he shall come up 

a over all his channels, and go over all his banks: and he shall sweep onward into Judah; 
he shall overflow and pass through; he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretch
ing out of his wings shall fill the breadth d thy land, 0 God-with-us! * 

9 

Judah and her Enemies 
I 

Make an uproar, 0 ye peopleo, 
And ye shall be broken in pieces; 

(And give ear, all ye of far countries;) 
Gird yourselves, 

And ye shall be broken in pieces; 
Gird yourselves, 

And ye shall be brokcH in pieces; 
Take counsel together, 

And it shall be brought to nought; 
Speak the word, 

And it shall not stand: 
For GOD rs WITH us.t 

II For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that T 
should not walk in the way of this people, saying: "Say ye not, A conspiracy, con
cerning all whereof this people shall say, A conspiracy; neither fear ye their 
fear, nor be in dread thereof. The LORD of hosts, him shall ye sanctify; and let 

14 him be your fear, and let him be your dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary; but 
for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a 
gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many shall stumble thereon, 
and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken. Bind thou up the testimony, 
seal the law among my disciples." -

17 (And I will wait for the LORD, that hideth his face from the house of Jacob, and 
I will look for him. Behold, I and the children whom the LORD hath gi1·en me are 
for signs and for wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth in mount 
Zion.)-

19 "And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits an_d 
unto the wizards, that chirp and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their 
God? on behalf of the living should they seek unto the dead? To the law and to 
the testimony! if they speak not according to this word, surely there is no morning 
for them." 

21 

II 

'And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead and hungry: 
'And it shall come to pass that, when they shall be hungry, 
'They shall fret themselves, 
'And curse their king and their God: 

*Immanuel. t Immanu El. 
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'And turn their faces upward, 
'And thev shall look unto the earth: 
'And, behold, distress and darkness, 
'The gloom of anguish.' 

And thick darkness shall be driven away; 
For there shall be no gloom to her that was in anguish. 

'In the former time he brou11:ht into contempt 
'The land of Zebolun and the land of Naphtali; 
'But in the latter time hath he made it glorious, 

Isaiah 

'By the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the nations.' 

The people that walked in darkness 
Ha\'e seen a great light; 
They that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, 
Upon them hath the light shined. 

'Thou hast multiplied the nation, 
'Thou hast increased their joy: 
'They joy he fore thee according to the joy in harvest, 
'As men rejoice when they divide the spoil.' 

For the yoke of his burden 
And the stafT of his shoulder, 
The rod of his oppressor, 
Thou hast broken as in the day of Midian. 

For all the armour of the armed man in the tumult, 
And the garments rolled in blood, 
Shall e\'en be for burning, 
For fuel of fire. 

m 
For unto us a child is born, 
Unto us a son is given; 

And the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
And his name shall be called, WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR, 
J\I!GHTY Gou, EVERLASTING FATHER, 

I'R!NCE OF PEACE. 

Of the increase of hi.q government, 
And of peace, there shall be no end 

Upon the throne of David and upon his kingdom; 
To establish it, and to uphold it with judgement, 
And with righteousness, from henceforth even for ever. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts shall perform this. 

Doom of the North 

The Lord sent a word into Jacob, 
And it hath lighted upon Israel. 
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9 And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria that say 
in pride and in stoutness of heart, ' 

The bricks are fallen, 
But we will build with hewn stone; 

The sycamores are cut down, 
But we will change them into cedars. 

11 Therefore the LORD shall set up on high against him the adversaries of Rezin, anu 
shall stir up his enen;ies; the Syrians before; and the Philistines behind; and they 
shall devour Israel with open mouth. 

For all this his anger is not turned away, 
But his hand is stretched out still! 

II 

Yet the people hath not turned unto him that smote them, 
Neither have they sought the LORD of hosts. 

14 Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head and tail, palm-branch and rush, in 
one day. 

The ancient and the honourable man, 
He is the head; 

And the prophet that teacheth lies, 
He is the tail. 

16 For they that lead this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are 
destroyed. Therefore the Lord shall not rejoice over their young men, neither shall 
he have compassion on their fatherless and widows: for every one is profane and an 
evil-doer, and every mouth speaketh folly. 

18 

20 

For all this his anger is not turned away, 
But his hand is stretched out still/ 

III 

For wickedness burneth as the lire; 
It devoureth the briers and thorns: 

yea, it kindleth in the thickets of the forest, and they roll upward in thick clouds of 
smoke. Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts is the land burnt up: the people 
also are as the fuel of lire; no man spareth his brother. 

And one shall snatch on the right hand, 
And be hungry; 

And he shall eat on the left hand, 
And they shall not be satisfied: 

21 they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm: Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, 
Manasseh: and they together shall be against Judah. 

For all this his anger is not turned away, 
But his hand is stretched out STILL! 
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IV 

Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, 
And to the writers that write perverseness: 

Isaiah 

to tum aside the needy from judgement, and to take away the right of the poor of 
my people, that widows may be their spoil, and that they may make the fatherless 
their prey! 

And what will ye do in the day of visitation, 
And in the desolation which shall come from far? 

To whom will ye flee for help? 
And where will ye leave your glory? 

fhey shall only bow down under the prisoners, and shall fall under the slain. 

For all this his anger is nol turned away, 
But his hand is stretched out STILL! 

BOOK III.-PROPHECY OF ASSYRIAN INVASION 

I 

l.O 

3 

4 

Ho Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, the staff in whose hand is mine indignation! s 
I will send him against a profane nation, and against the people of my wrath will I 
g:i\"e him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like 
the mire of the streets. Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; 
but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut off nations not a few. For he saith, 'Are 8 
not my princes all. of them kings? Is not Calno as Carchemish' is not Hamath as 
Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus? As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the 
idols, whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria; shall I not, 
as I ha\'e done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?' 

Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole 12 

work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of Lhc stout heart of 
the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. For he hath said, 'By the strength 
of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have removed 
the bounds of the peoples, and have robbed their treasures, and I have brought down 
as a valiant man them that sit on thrones: and my hand hath found as a nest the q 
riches of the peoples; and as one gathereth eggs that are forsaken, have I gathered 
all the earth: and there was none that moved the wing, or that opened the mouth, or 
chirped.' Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? shall the saw 
magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if a rod should shake them that lift it 
up, or as if a staff should lift up him that is not wood. 

Therefore shall the Lord, the LORD of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; 16 
and under his i:1lory there shall be kindled a burning like the burning of fire. And 
the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn 
and devour his thorns and his briers in one day. And he shall consume the glory of 
his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and it shall be as when a stand
ard bearer fainteth. And the remnant of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a 
child may write them. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and they that are 20 

escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; 
but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. A remnant shall 
return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. For though thy people 
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Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them shall return: a consumption 
is determined, over/lowing with righteousness. For a consummation, and that de
termined, shall the Lord, the LORD of hosts, make in the midst of all the earth. 

24 Therefore thus saith the Lord, the LOJ,l.D of hosts: 0 my people that dwellest in 
Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian: though he smite thee with the rod, and lift up 
his staff against thee, after the manner of Egypt. For yet a very little while, and the 
indignation shall be accomplished, and mine anger, in their destruction. And the 
L01m of hosts shall stir up against him a scourge, as in the slaughter of Midian at the 
rock of Oreb: and his rod shall be over the sea, and he shall lift it up after the manner 

· 27 of Egypt. And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall depart from 
off thy shoulder, and his yoke from oIT thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed by 
reason of fatness. 

30 

II 

'He is come to Aiath' -
'He is passed through Migron' -
'At Michmash he layeth up his baggage'
'They are gone over the pass' -
'They have taken up their lodging at Geba' -
'Ramah trembleth' -
'Gibeah of Saul is fled.' -

Cry aloud with thy voice, 0 daughter of Gallim !
Hearken, 0 Laishah !-
0 thou poor Anathoth ! -
Madmenah is a fugitive -
The inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee -
This very day shall he halt at Nob -
He shaketh his hand at the mount of the daughter of Zion, the hill of 

Jerusalem. -

Behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, shall lop the boughs with terror: and the 
high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the lofty shall be brought low. And he 
shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty 

11 one. And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out 
of his roots shall bear fruit: and the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understancling, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the LORD; and his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD: and he 
shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

4 but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek 
of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with thr 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of 
his loins, and faithfulness the l!;ir<lle of his reins. And the wolf shall dwell with thl' 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the younl!; lion 

7 and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and thr 
bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down tol!;ether: and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the basilisk's den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the 
waters cover the sea. 

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the root of Jesse, which standeth for 
an ensign of the peoples, unto him shall the nations seek; and his resting place shall 
be glorious. 
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And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the rr 
second time to reco,·er the remnant of his people, which shall remain, from Assyria, 
and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, 
and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign 12 

for the nations, all'J shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dis
persed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. The envy also of Ephraim shall 
depart, and th<y that vex Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and 
Judah shall not vex Ephraim. And they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the 14 
l'hilistines on the west; together shall they spoil the chilclre'.1 of the east: they shall 
put forth their hand upon Edom and '.\Ioab; and the children of Ammon shall obey 
th~m. And the Lmm shall utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian Sea; and with 
I is scorching wind shall he shake his hand over the Rh·er, and shall smite it into seven 
>treams, and cause men to march o,·er dryshod. And there shall be an high way for 16 
the remnant of his people, which shall remain, from Assyria; like as there was for 
brae! in th~ day that he came up out of the land of Egypt. And in that day thou shalt 
say: 

SO.'l'G TN THAT DAY 

I will gh·e thanks unto thee, 0 LORD; 
For though thou wast angry with me, 
Thine anger is turned away, 
And thou comfortest me. 

Behold, God is my salrntion; 
I will trust, and will not be afraid: 
For the LoRD JEHOYAH is my strength and song; 
And he is become I'1Y salvation. 

12 

Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. 3 

H'ELL SO.YG IY THAT DAY 

Give thanks unto the LORD, 
Call upon his name, 

Declare his doings among the peoples, 
l\Iakc mention that his name is exalted. 

Sing unto the LORD, for he hath done excellent things: s 
Let this be known in all the earth. 

Cry aloud, and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: 
For great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee. 

BOOK IV.-DOO.lfS OF THE NATIONS 

Doom of Babylon 13 
Set ve up an ensign upon the bare mountain, lift up the voice unto them, wave the 2 

hand, that they may go into the gates of the nobles. I have comman<lcd my consecrated 
ones, yea, I have called my mighty men for mine anger, even them that exult in my 
majesty. 

The noise of a multitude in the mountains, 
Like as of a great people! 
The noise of a tumult 
Of the kingdoms of the nations gathered together! 
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The LORD of HOSTS 

Musteretl1 the HosT for the battle; 
They come from a far country, 
From the uttermost part of heaven: 

Even the LORD, and the weapons of his indignation, 
To cksfroy the whole land. 
Howl ye, for the Day of the LORD is at hand: 
As deotruction from the Almighty shall it come. 

7 Therefore shall all hands be feeble, and every heart of man shall melt: and they 
shall be dismayed; pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall be in pain as 
a woman in travail; they shall be amazed one at another; their faces shall be faces 
of flame. 

Behold, the Day of the LORD cometh, 
Cruel, with wrath and fierce anger; 
To make the land a desolation, 
And to destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 

10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the 
sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to 
shine. And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; 
and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness 
of the terrible. I will make a man more rare than fine gold, even a man than the pure 

13 gold of Ophir. Therefore I will make the heavens to tremble, and the earth shall be 
shaken out of her place, in the wrath of the LORD of hosts, and in the day of his fierce 
anger. And it shall come to pass, that as the chased roe, and as sheep that no man 
gathcreth, they shall turn every man to his own people, and shall flee every man to his 
own Jami. Every one that is found shall be thrust through; and every one that is 

16 taken shall fall by the sword. Their infants also shall be dashed in pieces before their 
eyes; their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished. Behold, I will stir up 
the l\Iedcs against them, which shall not regard ~ilver, and as for gold, they shall not 
delight in it. And their bows shall dash the young men in pieces; and they shall have 
no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare children. 

2I 

And BABYLON, 
The p;lory of kingdoms, 
The beauty of the Chaldeans' pride, 
Shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 

It shall never be inhabited, 
Neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation; 
Neither shall the Arabi.an pitch tent there; 
Neither shall shepherds make their flocks to lie down there. 

But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; 
And their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; 
And ostriches shall dwell there, 
And satyrs shall dance there. 

And wolves shall cry in their castles, 
And jackals in the pleasant palaces: 
And her time is near to come, 
And her days shall not be prolonged. 
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For the LoRn will have compassion on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set 14 
them in their own land: and the stranger shall join himself with them, and they shall 
clea,·e to the house of Jacob. And the peoples shall take them, and bring them to 
their place: and the house of Israel shall possess them in the land of the LORD 
f0r serrnnts and for handmaids: and they shall take them captive, whose captives 
they were; and they shall rule owr their oppressors. And it shall come to pass in 3 
the day that the LORD shall giYe thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy trouble, and 
from the hard sen·ice wherein thou w~st made to serve, that thou shalt take up this 
parable against the king of Babylon, and say: 

How hath the oppressor ceased! 
The golden city ceased! 

The LoRn hath broken. the staff of the wicked, 5 
The sceptre of the rulers; 

He that smote the peoples in wrath with a continual stroke, 
That ruled the nations in anger, 

Is persecuted, 
And none hindereth ! 

The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: 
They break forth into singing: 

Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, 
And the cedars of Lebanon: 

'Since thou art laid down, 
· 'Xo feller is come up against us.' 

Hell from beneath is moved for thee, 9 
To meet thee at thy coming: 

It stirreth up the dead for thee, 
Even all the chief ones of the· earth; 

It hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations, 
All they shall answer and say unto thee: 

'Art thou also become weak as we? 
'Art thou become like unto us?' 

Thy pomp is brought down to hell, 
And the noise of thy viols: 

The wonn is spread under thee, 
And worms cover thee. 

How art thou fallen from heaven, 12 

0 Day Star, son of the morning! 
How art thou cut down to the ground, 

Which didst lay low the nations! 
And thou saidst in thine heart, 'I will ascend into heaven, 

'I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; 
'And I will sit upon the mount of congregation, 

'In the uttermost parts of the north: 
'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 

'I will be like the Most High.' 
Yet thou shalt be hrought down to hell, 

To the uttermost parts of the pit. 

They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, 16 
They shall consider thee: 
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'Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, 
'That did shake kingdoms; 

17 'That made the world as a wilderness, and overthrew the cities thereo' 
'That let not loose his prisoners to their home?' 

All the kings of the nations, all of them, sleep in glory, 
Every one in his own house: 

But 'lhou art cast forth away from thy sepulchre, 
Like an abominable branch, 

As the raiment of those that arc slain, 
That arc thrust throu11:h with the sword, 

!'hat go down to the stones of the pit; 
As a carcase trodden under foot. 

20 Thou shalt not be joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, 
thou hast slain thy people; the seed of evil-doers shall not be named for ever. Pre
pare ye slaughter for his children for the iniciuity of their fathers; that they rise not 
up, and possess the earth, and fill the face of the world with cities. And I will rise 
up against them, saith the LORD of hosts, and cut off from Babylon name and remnant, 

23 and son and son's son, saith the LORD. I will also make it a possession for the porcu
pine, and pools of water: and I will sweep it with the besom of destruction, saith 
the LORD of hosts. 

Doom of Assyria 
24 The L01m of ho~ts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come 

to pass; and as I ha\·e purposed, so shall it stand: that I will break the Assyrian in 
my land, and upon my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke depart 
from ofT them, and his burden depart from off their shoulder. This is the purpose 
that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon 

27 all the nations. For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? 
and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back? 

30 

31 

Doom of Philistia * 
Rejoice not, 0 Philistia, all of thee, 
Because the rod that smote thee is broken: 

For out of the serpent's root shall come forth a basilisk, 
And his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent. 

And the firstborn of the poor shall feed, 
And the needy shall lie down in safety: 

And I will kill thy root with famine, 
And thy remnant shall be slain. 

Howl, 0 gate; cry, 0 city; 
Thou art melted away, 0 Philistia, all of thee; 

For there cometh a smoke out of the north, 
And none standeth aloof at his appointed times. 

32 What then shall one answer the messengers of the nation? That the LORD hath 

28 

founded Zion, and in her shall the afflicted of his people take refuge. 
*In the year that King Aha7. died was this oracle. 
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Doom of Moab 15 

I 

For in a night Ar of Moah is laid waste, and brought to nought! 2 

For in a night Kir of ~foab is laid waste, and brought to nought! 
Bayith and Dibon are gone up to the high places to weep; 

"-Ioab howleth upon Nebo, and upon l\Iedeba ! 

On all their heads is baldness, every beard is cut off; 
In their streets they gird themselves with sackcloth: 3 

On their housetops, and in their broad places, every one howleth, 
Weeping abundantly. 

And Heshbon crieth out, and Elealeh; 
Their voice is heard even unto Jahaz: 

Therefore the armed men of Moab cry aloud, 
His soul trembleth within him. 

l\Iy heart crieth out for l\Ionb; 5 
Her nobles flee unto Zoar, to Eglath-shelishiyah; 

For by the ascent of Luhith with weeping they go up; 
For in the way of Horonaim they raise up a cry of destruction. 

For the waters of Nim rim shall be desolate: 
For the grass is withered away, 

The tender J_';rnss hileth, 
There is no green thing. 

Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and that which they have laid up, 7 
shall they carry away over the brook of the willows. 

For the cry is gone round about the hor<lers of Moab; 
The howling thereof unto Eglaim, 

And the howling thereof unto Beer-elim; 
For the waters of Dimon are full of blood. 

For I will bring yet more upon Dimon, a lion upon him that escapeth of Moab, 
and upon the remnant of the land. 

9 

'Send ye the lam hs for the ruler of the land, 16 
'From Sela toward the wilderness unto the mount of the daughter of 

Zion.' 

For it shall he that, as wandering birds, as a scattered nest, so shall the <laughters 
of "-Ioab be at the fords of Amon. 

'Give counsel_ execute judgement, 3 
'l\fake thy shadow as the night in the midst of the noonday: 

' Hide the outcasts, 
'Bewray not the wanderer; 

'Let the outcasts of Moab dwell with-thee, 
'Be thou a covert to him from the face of the spoiler.' 
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For the extortioner is brought to nought, spoiling ceaseth, the oppressors are con
s sumed out of the land. And a throne shall be established in mercy, and one shall sit 

thereon in truth, in the tent of David; judging, and seeking judgement; and swift to 
do righteousness. 

II 

6 We have heard of the pride of Moab, 
That he is very proud; 

Even of his arrogancy, and his pride, and his wrath: 
His boastings are nought. 

Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every one shall howl; 
For the raisin-cakes of Kir-hareseth shall ye mourn, utterly stricken. 

For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vine of Sibmah; 
The lords of the nations have broken down the choice plants thereof; 

They reached even unto Jazer, they wandered into the wilderness; 
Her branches were spread abroad, l~ey passed over the sea. 

Therefore I will weep with the weeping of J azer for the vine of Sibmah; 
I will water thee with my tears, 0 Heshbon, and Elealeh! 

For upon thy summer fruits and upon thy harvest the battle shout is fallen, 
10 And gladness is taken away, and joy out of the fruitful field; 

And in the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither joyful noise; 
No treader shall tread out wine in the presses; I have made the vintage 

shout to cease. 

Wherefore my bowels sound like an harp for Moab, 
And mine inward parts for Kir-heres. 

12 And it shall come to pass, when Moab presenteth himself, when he wearieth himself 
upon the high place, and shall come to his sanctuary to pray, that he shall not prernil. 

* This is the word that the LORD spake concerning Moab in time past. But now 
the LORD hath spoken, saying, Within three years, as the years of an hireling, and the 
glory of Moab shall be brought into contempt, with all his great multitude; and the 
remnant shall be very small and of no account. • 

i 7 Doom of Syria and Israel 
Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap. 

The cities of Arner are forsaken: they shall be for flocks, which shall lie down, and 
none shall make them afraid. The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the 
kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria shall be - as the glory of the 
children of Israel, saith the LORD of hosts. 

4 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, 
and the fatness of his flesh shall wax lean. And it shall be as when the harwstman 
gathereth the standing corn, and his arm reapeth the ears; yea, it shall be as when one 
glcaneth ears in the valley of Rephaim. 

6 Yet there shall be left therein gleanings, as the shaking of an olive tree, two or 
three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the outmost branches 
o[ a fruitful tree, saith the LORD, the God of Israel. In that day shall a man look unto 
his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel. And he shall 
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not look to the altars, the work of his hands, neither shall he have respect to that which 
his fingers ha1·e made, either the Asherim, or the sun-images. 

In that day shall his strong cities be as the forsaken places in the wood and on the 9 
mountain top, which were forsaken from before the children of Israel: and it shall be 
a desolation. For thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been 
mindful of the rock of thy strength; therefore thou plantest pleasant"plants, and set
test it with strange slips: in the day of thy planting thqu hedges! it in, and in the 
morning thou makest thy seed to blossom: but the harvest shall_ be a heap in the 
day of grief and of desperate sorrow. 

A Doom Song 
Ah, the uproar of many peoples, 

Which roar like the roaring of the seas; 
And the rushing of nations, 

That rush like the rushing of mighty waters! 

The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: 
But he shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off; 

And shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, 
And like the whirling dust before the storm. 

At e1·en tide behold terror; 
And before the morning Lhey are not. 

This is the portion of them that spoil us, 
And the lot of them that rob us. 

Doom of Ethiopia 
Ah, the land of the rustling of wings, 

Which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia; 
That sendeth ambassadors bv the sea. 

Even in vessels of papyrus upon ·the waters: 

'Go, ye swift messengers, to a nation tall and smooth, 
. 'To a people terrible from their beginning onward; 

'A nation that meteth out, and treadeth down, 
'\\'hose land the rivers divide.' 

12 

18 

All ye inhabitants of the world, and ye dwellers on the earth, when· an ensign is 3 
lifted up on the mountains, see ye; and when the trumpet is blown, hear ye. For 
thus hath the LORD said unto me, I will be still, and I will behold in my dwelling 
place; like clear heat in sunshine, like a cloud of dew in the heat of han•est. For 
afore the han'est, when the blossom is over, and the flower becometh a ripening 
grape, he shall cut off the sprigs with pruninghooks, and the spreading branches 
shall he take away and cut down. They shall be left together unto the ravenous 
birds of the mountains, and to the beasts of the earth: and the ravenous birds shall 
summer upon them, and all the beasts of the earth shall winter upon them. In that 7 
time shail a present be brought unto the LORD of hosts -

- of a people tall an<I smooth, 
And from a people terrible from their beginning onward; 

A nation that meteth out, and treadeth down, 
Whose land the rivers divide -

to the place of the name of the LORD of hosts, the mount Zion. 
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19 Doom of Egypt 

Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and cometh unto Egypt: and the 
idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in 
the midst of it. And I will stir up the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they 
shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city 

3 against city, and kingdom 11gainst kingdom. And the spirit of Egypt shall be made 
void in the midst of it; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek 
unto the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, and to the 
wizards. And I will give over the Egyptians into the hand of a cruel lord; and a 
fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts. And the waters 

6 shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and become dry. And the 
rivers shall stink; the streams of Egypt shall be mini shed and dried up: the reeds 
and flags shall wither away. The meadows by the Nile, by the brink of the Nile, and 
all that is sown by the Nile, shall become dry, be driven away, and be no more. The 
fishers also shall lament, and all they that cast angle into the Nile shall mourn, and 

9 they that spread nets upon the. waters shall languish. Moreover they that work in 
combed fhx, and they that weave white cloth, shall be ashamed. And her pillars 
shall be broken in pieces, all they that work for hire shall be grieved in soul. The 
princes of Zoan arc utterly foolish; the counsel of the wisest counsellors of Pharaoh 
is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of 
ancient kings' Where then arc thy wise men? and let them tell thee now; and let 

13 them know what the LORD of hosts hath purposed concerning Egypt. The princes of 
Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph arc deceived; they have caused Egypt 
to go astray, that are the corner stone of her tribes. The LORD hath mingled a spirit 
of perverseness in the midst of her: and they have caused Egypt to go astray in every 
work thereof, as a drunken man staggercth in his vomit. Neither shall there be for 
Egypt any work, which hea(l or tail, palm-branch or rush, may do. 

r6 In that day shall Egypt be like unto women: and it shall tremble and fear because 
of the shaking of the hand of the LORD of hosts, which he shaketh over it. And the 
land of J uclah shall become a terror unto Egypt, every one to whom mention is made 
thereof shall be afraid, because of the purpose of the Lo RD of hosts, which he purposcth 
against it. * 

18 In that day there shall be five cities in the land of Egypt that speak the language 
of Canaan, and swear to the LORD of hosts; one shall be called The city of destruction. 

* 19 In that day shall there be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, 
and a pillar at the border thereof to the LORD. And it shall be for a sign and for a 
witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the LoRD 
because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a defender, and he 
shall deliver them. * 

21 And the LORD shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the LORD in 
that day; yea, they shall worship with sacrifice and oblation, and shall vow a vow unto 
the LORD, and shall perform it. * 

And the LORD shall smite Egypt, smiting and healing; and they shall return unto 
the LORD, and he shall be intreated of them, and shall heal them. 

* 23 In that day shall there be a high way out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian 
shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria; and the Egyptians shall 
worship with the Assyrians. * 
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In that day shall Israel be the third with Eizypt and with Assyria, a blessing in the 24 
midst of the earth: for that the LORD of hosts hath blessed them, saying, Blessed be 
Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance. 

A Sign for Ashdod 
In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, when Sargon the king c:,, Assyria sent 20 

him, and he fought against Ashdod and took it; at that time the LORD spake by Isaiah 
the son of Amoz, ,;aying, Go, and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put thy 
shoe from off tin· foot. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot. And the LORD 
said, Like as m~; sen·ant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sib'll 
and a wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia; so shall the king of Assyria lead away 
the captives of Egypt, and the exiles of Ethiopia, young and old, naked and barefoot, 
and with buttocks unco,·crecl, to the shame of Egypt. And they shall be dismayed s 
and ashamed, because of Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their glory. And 
the inhabitant of this coastland shall say in that day, Behold, such is our expectation, 
whither we fled for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria: and we, how shall 
we escape? 

. The Watchman of Israel : Four Oracles 
THE ORACLE OF THE W!LDER.'VESS OF THE SEA 

As whirlwinds in the South sweep through, 
It cometh from the wilderness, 

From a terrible land! 

21 

A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously,• 
and the spoiler spoilcth. 

"Go up 0 Elam· 
Il~siege, 0 ~1:edia; 

All the sighing thereof will I make to cease." 

Therefore are my loins filled with anguish; pangs have taken hold upon me, as the 3 
pangs of a woman in travail: I am pained so that I cannot hear, I am dismayed so 
that I cannot see. '.\Iy heart pantcth, horror hath affrighted me: the twilight that I 
desired hath been turned into trembling unto me. 

"They prepare the table, 
They spread the carpets, 
They cat, they drink: 

Rise up, ye princes, anoint the shield.'' 

For thus hath the LORD said unto me, Go, set a watchman; let him declare what he 6 
sceth: and when he seeth a troop, horsemen in pairs, a troop of asses, a troop of 
camels, he shall hearken diligently with much heed. And he cried as a lion: 

THE WATCHl!AN 

0 Lord, I stand continually upon Lhe watch-tower in Lhc clay-time, 
And am set in my ward whole nights: 

And, behold, here cometh a troop of men, 9 
Horsemen in pairs. 
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Babylon is fallen, 
Is fallen; 

THE LORD 

-'6 Books of the Prophets 

And all the graven images of her gods are broken unto the ground. 

ro 0 thou my threshing, and the corn of my floor: that which I have heard from the 
LORD of hosts, the God of Israo;l, have I declared unto you. 

II 

12 

13 

THE ORACLE OF SILENCE 

VoICE OUT OF SEIR 

Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night? 

THE WATCHMAN 

The morning cometh, 
And also the night: 

If ye will inquire, inquire ye; 
Come ye again. 

THE ORACLE AT EVENING 

In the thickets at evening shall ye lodge, 
0 ye travelling companies of Dedanites. 
Unto him that is thirsty bring ye water; 
Ye inhabitants of the land of Terna, 
Meet the fugitives with their bread. 
For they fled away from the swords, 
From the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, 
And from the grievousness of war. 

16 For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the years cf an 
hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail: and the residue of the number of the 
archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be few: for the LORD, the 
God of Israel, hath spoken it. 

22 THE ORACLE OF THE VALLEY OF VISION 

What ailcth thee now, 
That thou art wholly gone up to the housetops, 

0 thou that art full of shoutings, 
A tumultuous city, a joyous town? 

Thy slain arc not slain with the sword, 
Neither are they dead in battle. 

All thy rulers fled away together, 
Thev were bound without the bow: 

All that ~verc found of thee were bound together, 
They fled afar off. 

4 Therefore said I, Look away from me, I will weep bitterly; labour not t~ com-
fort me, for the spoiling of the daughter of my people. For it is a day of d1sco~
fiture, and of treading down, and of perplexity, from the Lord, the LORD of hosts! m 
the valley of vision; a breaking down of the walls, and a crying to the mountams. 
And Elam bare the quiver, with chariots of men and horsemen; and Kir uncovered 
the shield. And it came to pass, that thy choicest valleys were full of chariots, and 
th~ horsemen set th~mselv.es in array at the gate. 
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And he took away the covering of Judah; and thou didst look in that day to the B 
armour in the house of the forest. And ye saw the breaches of the city of David, 
that they were many: and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool. And 
ye numbered the houses of Jerusalem, ancl ye brake down the houses to fortify the 
wall. Ye made also a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the old pool: 
but ye looked not unto him that had done this, neither had ye respect unto him that 
fashioned it long ago. 

Anil in that day did the Lord, the LORD of hosts, call to weeping, and to mourning, 12 

and to baldnc", and to girding with sackcloth: and behold, joy and gladness, slaying 
ox(•n and killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine: 'Let us cat and drink, for 
to-morrow we shall die!' And the Lo RD of hosts revealed himself in mine cars: 
Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord, the LORD 
of hosts. 

Shebna and Eliakim 
;bus saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto rs 

Shebna, which is oYcr the house, and say, 'Vhat doest thou here? and whom hast thou 
here, that thou hast hewed thee out here a sepulchre? hewing him out a sepulchre on 
high, graYing an habitation for himself in the rock! Behold, the LORD will hurl thee 
away Yiolently as a strong man; yea, he will wrap thee up closely. He will surely 18 

turn and toss thee like a ball into a large country; there shalt thou die, and there 
shall L.e the chariots of thy glory, thou shame of thy lord's house. And I will thrust 
thee from thine ollice, and from thy station shall he pull thee down. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son 20 

of Hilkiah: and I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, 
and I will commit thy g•>vcrnment into his hand: and he shall be a father to the 
inhabitants of Jerus~ilem, and to the house of Judah. And the key of the house of 
DaYicl will I lay upon his shoulder; and he shall open, and none shall shut; and he 
shall shut, and none shall open. And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and 23 
he shall be for a throne of glory to his father's house. 

* And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and 
the is,;ue, ewry small ves;;el, from the vessels of cups even to all the vessels of flagons. 
In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall the nail that was fastened in a sure place 25 
µ:i•·e way; and it shall be hewn down, and fall, and the burden that was upon it shall 
be cut off; for the LORD hath spoken it. 

Doom of Tyre 23 

Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: 
For it is laid waste, 
So that there is no house, 
No entering in: . 
From the land of Kittim it is revealed to them I 

Be still, ye inhabitants of the coastland: 2 

Thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that pass over the sea, have re-
plenished: 

And on great waters the seed of Shihor, 
The harvest of the Nile, was her revenue: 
And she was the mart of nations! 
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4 Be thou ashamed, 0 Zidon: 
For the sea hath spoken, the strong hold of the sea: 
'I have not travailed, nor brought forth, 
'Neither have I nourished young men, nor brought up virgins': 
When the report cometh to Egypt, they shall he sorely pained at the 

report of Tyre ! 
II 

6 Pass ye over to Tarshish: 
Howl, ye inhabitants of the coastland l 

Is this your joyous city, . 
Whose antiquity is of ancient days, 
Whose feet carried her afar off to sojourn? 

'Who hath purposed this against Tyre, the crowning city, 
'Whose merchants are princes, 
'Whose traffickers are the honourable of the earth?' 

The LORD of hosts hath purposed it, 
To stain the pride of all glory, 
To bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth. 

Ill 

10 Pass through thy land as the Nile, 0 daughter of Tarshish: 

12 

There is no girdle about thee any more. 

He hath stretched out his hand over the sea; 
He hath shaken the kingdoms: 
The LORD hath given commandment concerning Canaan, 
To destroy the strongholds thereof. 

"Thou shalt no more rejoice, 
"0 thou oppressed virgin daughter of Zidon: 
"Arise, pass over to Kittim; 
"Even there shalt thou have no rest." 

Behold, the land of the Chaldeans, this people is no more; 
The Assyrian hath appointed it for the beasts of the wilderness; 
They set up their towers, they overthrew the palaces thereof; 
I-le made it a ruin. 

14 Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: 
For your stronghold is laid waste! 

IV 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy yea,.;, 
according to the days of one king: after the end of seventy years it shall be unto Tyre 
as in the song of the harlot -

16 Take an harp, 
Go about the city, 

Thou harlot that hast been forgotten; 

Make sweet melody, 
Sing many songs, 

That thou mayest he remembered. 
496 



Prophetic Works of Isaiah S<- Isaiah 

And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that the LORD will visit 17 
Tyre, and she shall return to her hire, and shall play the harlot with all the kingdoms 
of the world upon the face of the earth. And her merchandise and her hire shall be 
holiness to the LORD: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise 
shall be for them Lhat dwell before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for durable 
clothing. 

A Rhapsody of Judgement 
I 

VOICE OF PROPHECY. - Behold, the LORD makcth the earth empty, and maketh 24 
it waste, and tumcth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. 
,\nd it shall be, as \vi th the people, so with the priest; as with the sen·ant, so with his 
master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; 
as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver 
of usury to him. The earth shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the 
LORD hath spoken this word. 

l'1s1ox. - T/1r earth mourneth and fadeth away; the world languislzeth and4 
fadct/1 away; t/11· lofty people of the earth do languish. 

\·OicE OF PROPHECY.-- The earth also is polluted under the inhabitants thereof; 
because they ha\'c transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the evcrlast
m~ co,·enant. Therefore l1ath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell 
therein arc found guilty: therefore the inhabitants of the earth arc burned, and few 
men left. 

1·1s10.v ronli1111cd. - The new wine moumeth, the vine languislzctlz, all tlze7 
mcrrylzcartcd Jo sigh; the mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice cndeth, 
tlzr joy of the harp ccasetli. 

\'OicT OF PROPHECY. - They shall not drink wine with a song; strong cirink 
shall be bitter to them that drink it. 

l'ISJO.\' contin11cd. - The city of confusion is broken down; every house is slzut ro 
11p, tlzat no man may romc in. There is a crying in the streets because of t/1c wine,· 
all joy is darkened, Ilic mirt!t of the land is gone. In the city is left desolation, and 
the gale is smiltcn with destruction. 

\·OicE oF PROPHECY. - For thus shall it be in the midst of the earth among the 13 

;leoples, as the shaking of an oli,·e tree, as the grape gleanings when the vintage is 
done. These shall lift up their voice, they shall shout. q 

VOICES FRO'>! THE WEST. - For the Majesty of the LORD! 

VOin:s FROM THE EAST - Wherefore glorify ye the LORD in the east! 
VOICES FRml THE WEST. - Even the name of the LORD, the God of Israel, in th.:: 

isles of the sea! 
VorcES OF THE Doo~nm. - From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard r6 

song;, glory lo the righteous. But I said, I pine away, I pine away, woe is me! 
the treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously· yea the treacherous dealers have 
dealt very treacherously. · ' ' 

Vo!CE OF PROPHECY. - Fear, and the pit, and the snare arc upon thee, 0 inhabi- 17 

!ant of the earth. And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the 
fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be 
taken in the snare. 
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II 

VISION. - For the windows on high arc opened, and the foundations of the earth 
19 do shake. The earth is utterly broken, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved 

exceedingly. 

VOICE OF PROPHECY. -The earth shall stagger like a drunken rnan, and shall 
be moved to and fro like a hut; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it, 

21 and it shall fall, and not rise again. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the 
LORD shall punish the host of the high ones on high, and the kings of the earth upon 
the earth. And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, 

2 3 and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited. Then 
the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed. 

25 

2 

4 

s 

For the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before 
his elders shall be glory. · 

SONG OF TH!c ELDERS 

0 LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee; 
I will praise thy name; 
For thou hast done wonderful things, 
Even counsels of old, in faithfulness and truth. 

For thou hast made of a city an heap; 
Of a defenced city a ruin: 
A palace of strangers to be no city; 
It shall never be built. 
Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, 
The city of the terrible nations shall fear thee. 

For thou hast beell" a strong hold to the poor, 
A strong hold to the needy in his distress, 
A refuge from the storm, 
A shadow from the heat, 
When the blast of the terrible ones 
Is as a storm against the wall. 

As the heat in a dry place 
Shalt thou bring down the noise of strangers; 
As the heat by the shadow of a cloud, 
The song of the terrible ones shall be brought low. 

6 VOICE OF PROPHECY. - And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto 
all peoples a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, 
of wines on the lees well refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
covering that is cast over all peoples, and the veil that is spread over all nations. 

8 VOICES OF THE SAVED. - He hath swallowed up death for ever; and the Lord 
GoD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the reproach of his people shall he 
take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. 

9 

SONG IN THAT DAY 
Lo, this is our God; 

We have waited for him, 
And he will save us: 
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This is the LORD; 
We have waited for him, 
We will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

VOICE OF PROPHECY. - For in this mountain shall the hand of the LORD rest, 10 

and Illoab shall be trodden down in his place, even as straw is trodden down in the 
water of the rlunghill. And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst thereof, as 
he that swimmcth spreadcth forth his hands to swim: and he shall lay low his pride 
together with the craft of his han<ls. And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls 
hath he brought down, laid low, and brought to the ground, even to the dust. 

SONG IN THE LA...\ID OF JUDAH 
We have a strong city; 
Salvation will he appoint for walls and bulwarks. 
Open ye the gates, 
That the righteous nation which kecpeth truth may enter in. 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, • 
Who>e mind is stayed OIJ thee, because he trusteth in thee. 
Trust ve in the LORD for ever: 
For in. the LORD JEHOVAH is a Rock of Ages. 

For he hath brought down them that dwell on high; the lofty city: 
He layeth it low, he layeth it low, even to the ground; 
He bringeth it even to the dust. 
The foot shall trea<l it down; 
E\·en the feet of the poor, 
And the steps of the needy. 

The way of the just is uprightness: 
Thou that art upri!(ht dost direct the path of the jµst. 
Yea, in the way of thy judgements, 0 LORD, 
Have we waited for thee; 
To thy name and to thy memorial 
Is the desire of our soul. 

With my soul have I desired thee in the night; 
Yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: 
For when thy judgements arc in the earth, 
The inhabitants of the world learn righteousness. 
Let farnur be shewed to the wicked, 
Yet will he not learn righteousness; 
In the land of uprightness will he deal wrongfully, 
And will not behold the majesty of the LORD. 

III 

26 

3 

'I 

9 

PROPHETIC SPECTATOR. - LORD, thy hand is lifted up, yet they sec not; but they II 
shall sec thy .7-eal for the people, and be ashamed; yea, fire shall devour thine ad-
';crsaries. · 

VOICES OF THE SAVED. - Lo RD, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou hast also 
wrought all our works for us. 0 LORD our God, other lords beside thee have had 
dominion over us; but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. 

PROPHETIC SPECTATOR. -The dead live not, the deceased rise not: therefore hast 14 
thou visited and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish. 
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15 VOICES OF THE SAVED. - Thou hast increased the nation, 0 LORD, thou hast 
increased the nation; thou art glorified: thou hast enlarged all the borders of the land. 

PROPHETIC SPECTATOR. - LORD, in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out 
a prayer when thy chastening was upon them. 

17 VOICES OF THE DooMED. - Like as a woman with child, that draweth near the 
time of her delivery, is in pain and crieth out in her pangs; so have we been before thee, 
0 LORD. We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought 
forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have inhabi
tants of the world been born. 

19 Gon (to the Saved). -Thy dead shall live: my dead bodies shall arise. Awake 
and sing, ye that dwell in the <lust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth 
shall cast forth the dead. Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut 
thy doors about thee: hi<le thyself for a little moment, until the indignation be over-

21 past. For, behold, the LORD cometh forth out of his place to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no 
more cover her slain . . 

27 VOICE OF PROPHECY. - In that day thP LORD with his sore and great and strong 

2 

s 

sword shall punish leviathan the swift se•pent, and leviathan the crooked serpent; 
and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea. 

SONG IN THAT DAY 

A Vineyard of wine, (sing ye of it,) 
I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: 
Lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day. 

Fury is not in me: 
Would that the briers and thorns were against me in battle! 
I would march upon them, I would burn them together. 

Or else let him take hold of my strength, 
That he may make peace with me: 
Yea, let him make peace with me. 

In days to come shall Jacob take root; 
Israel shall blossom and bud: 
And they shall fill the face of the world with fruit. 

7 PROPHETIC SPECTATOR. - Hath he smitten him as he smote those that smote 
him? or is he slain according to the slaughter of them that were slain by him? In 
measure, when thou sendest her away, thou dost contend with her; he hath removed 
her ~vi th his rough blast in the day of the east wind. Therefore by this shall the iniq
uity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit to take away his sin; when he mak
eth all the stones of the altar as chalkstones that are beaten in sunder, s::> that the 
Asherim and the sun-images shall rise no more. 

10 VISION. - For ti1e de/enced city is solitary, an habitation deserted and forsaken, 
like the wilderness: there shall the calf feed, and there shall he lie down, and consume 
t/1e branches thereof. 

VOICE OF PROPHECY. - When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be 
broken off; the women shall come and set them on fire: for it is a people of no under
standing; therefore he that made them will not have compassion upon them, and he 
that formed them will show them no favour. 

500 



Prophetic Works of Isaiah S<-- Isaiah 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall beat out his corn, from 12 

the flood of the River unto the brook of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered, one by one, 
0 ve children of Israel. 

·And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great trumpet shall be blown; and they 
shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and they that were out
casts in the land of Egypt; and they shall worship the LORD in the Holy Mountain at 
Jerusalem. 

BOOK V.-PROPHECIES OF JUDGEMENT AND RESTORATION 

The Covenant with Death 
Woe to the crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim, and to the fading !lower 28 

of his gloriow; beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley of them that arc over· 
come with wine! Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one; as a tempest of 
hail, a destroying stonn, as a tempest of mighty waters overllowing; shall he cast 
Jown lo the earth with the hand. The crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim 3 
shall be trodden under fo,it: and the fading !lower of his glorious beauty, which is on 
the head of the fat valley, shall be as the firstripe fig before the summer; which 
when he that looketh upon it scclh, while it is yet in his hand he eatelh it up. 

In that day shall the LORD of ho,;ts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of S 
beauty, unto the residue of his people: and for a spirit of judgement to him that sit· 
Leth in judgement, and for strength to them that turn back the battle at the gate. 

Rut these abo ha\·e erred through wine, and through strong drink are gone 7 
astray; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed 
up of wine, they arc gone astray through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble 
in judgement. For all tahles are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place 
clean. - '\\'ho;n will he teach knowledge? and whom will he make to understand 9 
'the me,;sagc, them that arc weaned fiom the milk, and drawn from the breasts? 
'For it is precept upon precept, pr~ccpt up'm precept; line upon line, line upon line; 
'here a little, there a little.' - l'i"ay, but by men of strange lips and with another 
tongue will he speak to this people: to whom he said, This is the rest, give ye rest 
to him that is weary; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. Therefore 13 
shall the word of the Lo1rn be unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, there a little; that they may go, and fall 
backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. Wherefore hear the word of the 
LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem: Because ye ha\'e 15 
said, \\'e ha\'c made a covenant with death, and with hell arc we at agreement; when 
the cverllowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us; for we have 
made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: therefore thus saith 
the Lord Goo, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
ce>rne1 stone of sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. And I 17 

will make judgemrnt the line, and righteousnc~s the plummet: and the hail shall 
sweep away the rcfuµ;c of lies, and the waters shall ovcrllow the hiding place. And 
your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall 
not stand; when the overflowing scourge 8hall pass through, then ye shall be trodden 
down by it. As often as it passeth through, it shall take yciu; for morning by morning 19 
shall it pass through, by day and by night: and it shall he nought but terror to under
stand the message. For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it; 
and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it. For the LORD shall 
rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon; that he 
may do his work, his strange work, and bring to pass his act, his strange act. Now 22 
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therefore be ye not scorners, lest your bands be made strong: for a consummation, and 
that determined, have I heard from the Lord, the LORD of hosts, upon the whole earth. 

23 Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my speech. Doth the plow-
man plow continually to sow? doth he continually open and break the clods of his 
ground? When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the 
fitches, and scatter the cummin, and put in the wheat in rows and the barley in the 
appointed place and the spelt in the border thereof? For his God doth instruct him 

27 aright, and doth teach him. For the fitches are not threshed with a sharp threshing 
instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are 
beaten out with a stalT, and the cummin with a rod. Is bread corn crushed? Nay, he 
will not ever be threshing it, and driving his cart wheels and his horses over it; he doth 
not crush it. This also cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in coun
sel, and excellent in wisdom. 

The Nightmare of Judgement upon Ariel 
29 Ho Ariel, Ariel, the city where David encamped! add ye year to year; let the 

feasts come round: then will I distress Ariel, and there shall be mourning and lamen
tation: yet she shall be unto me as Ariel. And I will camp against thee round about, 
and will lay siege against thee with a fort, and I will raise siege works against thee. 
And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech 
shall be low out of the dust; and thy voice shall be as of one that hath a familiar spirit, 

5 out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust. But the multitud, 
of thy foes shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones as chaff that 
passeth away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. There shall be a visitation 
from the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, witl1 
whirlwind and tempest, and the flame of a devouring fire. And the multitude of all 
the nations that fight against Ariel, even all that fight against her and her strong hold, 

8 and that distress her, shall be as a dream, a vision of the night. And it shall be as 
when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and hi.< 
soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh; but h1 
awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall the multitud1· 
of all the nations be, that fight against mount Zion. 

9 Tarry ye and wonder; blind yourselves and be blind: they are drunken, but not 
with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. For the LORD hath poured out 
upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes, the prophets; and your 
heads, the seers, hath he covered. And all vision is become unto you as the won1' 
of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, 
I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot, for it is sealed: and the book is delivered to him 
that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned. 

13 And the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw nigh unto me, and with their 
mouth and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, 
and their fear of me is a commandment of men which hath been taught them: therr
fore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, eYen a mar
vellous work and a wonder: and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the 

15 understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that seek deep to 
hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works are in the dark, and they say, 
Who seeth us? and who knoweth us? Ye turn things upside down! Shall the potter 
be counted as clay; that the thing made should say of him that made it, He made me 
not; or the thing framed say of him that framed it, He hath no understanding? 

17 Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, 
and the fruitful field shall be counted for a forest? And in that day shall the deaf hear 
the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of 
darkness. The meek also shall increase tl1eir joy in the LORD, and the poor among 
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men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. For the terrible one is brought to nought, 20 

and the scorner ceaseth, and all they that watch for iniquity are cut off: that make a 
man an offender in a cause, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and 
tum aside the just with a thing of nought.. Therefore thus saith the LORD, who 
redeemed . .\braham, concerning the house of Jacob: Jacob shall not now be ashamed, 
neither shall his face now wax pale. But when his children see the work of mine 23 
hands in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name; yea, they shall sanctify the 
Holy One of Jacob, and shall stand in awe of the God of Israel. They also that err 
in spirit shall .come to understanding, and they that murmur shall learn doctrine. 

The Boaster that Sitteth Still 
Woe to th-" rebellious children, saith the LoRD, that take· counsel, but not of me; 30 

and that \Yea Ye a ll'eb, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: that walk 
to go down into Egypt, and ha.\·c not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves 
in the strength of Pharaoh, and lo trust in the shadow of Egypt! Therefore shall the 
strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your con
fusion. For his princes arc at Zoan, and his ambassadors arc come to Hanes. They 4 
shall all be ashamed of a people that cannot profit them, that are not an help nor 
profit, but a shame, and also a reproach. 

A.\' 0R.1CLE OF THE BEASTS OF THE SOUTH 

Tlzro11gh tire laud of trouble and a11guislz, 
From wlrc11ce come the lionrss and the lion, 
T/1c ioz"pcr and fiery /lying scr pent, 

Tirey carry tlreir riclrcs upon the shoulders of young asses, 
And tlrcir trmsures upon the b1111c/1cs of camels, 

To a pt'oplc that slrall 1wt profit them. 
For Egypt lrelpetlz in min, a11d Id no purpose: 

Therefore lzai·e I called her 'Rahab that sitteth still.' 

6 

Now go, write it bdorc them on a tablet, ancl inscribe it in a book, that it ma.y B 
be for the time lo come for e\·er and e\·cr. For it is a rebellious people, lying children, 
children that will not hear the law of the LORD: which say to the seers, See not; and• 
to the prophets, Proplwsy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits: get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy 
One of Israel to cease from before us. Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel: 12 

Bcca use ye despise this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay 
thereon; therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out 
in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an instant. And he shall break 
it a-; a pollcr's ,·csscl is broken, breaking it in pieces without sparing; so that there 
'holl not be found among the pieces thereof a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to 
Lake water withal out of the cistern. For thus said the Lord Goo, the Holy One of 15 
brad: In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall 
he your strength: and ye would not. But ye said, No, for we will flee upon horses; 
therefore shall ye Ike: and, We will ride upon the swift; therefore shall they that 
pursue you be swift. One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of 
h\'c shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an 
ensign on an hill. 

And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore lB 
will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judge
ment; blessed are all they that wait for him. For, 0 people that dwellest in Zion at 
Jerusalem, thou shalt weep no more; he will surely be gracious unto thee at the 
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20 voice of thy cry; when he shall hear, he will answer thee. And though the Lord give 
you the bread of adversity and the water of affiiction, yet shall not thy teachers be 
hidden any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers: and thine ears shall hear a 
word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it; when ye turn to the right 

22 hand, and when ye turn to the left. And ye shall defile the overlaying of thy graven 
images of silver, and the plating of thy molten images of gold: thou shalt cast them 
away as an unclean thing; thou shalt say unto it, Get thee hence.· And he shall giv ! 
the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase 
of the ground, and it shall be fat and plenteous. In that day shall thy cattle feed 

2 4 in large pas lures; the oxen likewise and the young asses that till the ground shall 
eat savoury provender, which halh been winnowed with the shovel and with the fan. 
And there shall be upon every lofty mountain, and upon every high hill, rivers and 
streams of waters, in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall. Moreo1w 
the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall Le 
sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the LORD bindeth up the hurt of 
his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound. 

27 Behold, Lhe name of the LORD cometh from far, burning with his anger, and in 
thick rising smoke: his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue is as a devouring 
fire: and his breath is as an overflowing stream, that reacheth even unto the neck, 
to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity: and a bridle that cause th to err shall be in 

29 the jaws of the peoples. Ye shall have a song as in the night when a holy feast is kept; 
and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain of 
the LORD, to the Rock of Israel. And the LORD shall cause his glorious voice to be 
heard, and shall shew the lighting down of his ann, with the indignation of his anger, 
and the flame of a devouring fire, with a blast, and tempest, and hailstones. For through 
the voice of the LORD shall the Assyrian be broken in pieces, which smote with a rod. 

32 And every stroke of the appointed staff, which the Lo RD shall lay upon him, shall be with 
tabrets and harps: and in battles of shaking will he fight with them. For a Top he th i' 
prepared of old; yea, for the king it is made ready; he hath made it deep and large: the 
pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstont, 
doth kindle it. 

The Horses of Egypt and the Holy One of Israel . 
31 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help, and stay on horses; and trust in 

chariots, because they are many, and in horsemen, because they are very strong; 
but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD! Yet he also 
is wise, and will bring evil, and will not call back his words: but will arise against 

3 the house of the evil-doers, and against the help of them that work iniquity. Now 
the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit: and when 
the LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall stumble, and he that i' 

4 holpen shall fall, and they all shall fail together. For thus saith the LORD unto me. 
Like as when the lion growleth and the young lion over his prey, if a multitude of 
shepherds be called forth against him, he will not be dismayed at their Yoice, nor 
abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD oi hosts come down to light 

s'upon mount Zion, and upon the hill thereof. As birds flying, so will the LORD of 
hosts protect Jerusalem; he will protect and deliver it, he will pass over and preserve 
it. Turn ye unto him from whom ye have deeply revolted, 0 children of Israel. For 
in that day they shall cast away every man his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, 

8 which your own hands have made unto you for a sin. Then shall the Assyrian fall 
with the sword,, not of man; and the sword, not of men, shall devour him: and he 
shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall become tributary. And his rock 
shall pass away by reason of terror, and his princes shall be dismayed at the ensign, 
saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem. 
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Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgement. 32 
And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; 
as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. And 
the eyes of th<•m that see shall not be dim, and the cars of them that hear shall hearken. 
The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stam- 4 
merers shall be ready to speak plainly. The vile person shall be no more called lib
eral, nor the churl said to be bountiful. For the vile person '':'ill speak villany, and 
his heart will work iniquity, to practise profaneness, and to utter error against the 
LoRn, to make• empty the soul of the hungry, and to cause the drink of the thirsty to 
fail. The instruments also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked devices to dc-7 
stroy the meek with lying words, even when the needy speakcth right. But the liberal 
deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things shall he stand. 

The Women that are at ease 
Rise up, ye wc;imen th.at are at ease, and hear my voice; ye careless daughters, 9 

give car unto my speech. For days beyond a year shall ye be troubled, ye careless 
women: for the vintage shall fail, the ingathcring shall not come. Tremble, ye 
women that are at case; be troubled, ye careless ones: strip ~'OU, and make you bare, 
and gird sackcloth upon your loins. They shall smite upon the breasts for the pleasant 
fields, for the fruitful vine. Upon the land of my people shall come up thorns and lJ 
briers; yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous city: for the palace shall be for
saken; the populous city shall be deserted; the hill and the watch-tower shall be for 
dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks: until the spirit be poured upon 
us from on high, and the wilderness become a fruitful field, ancl the fruitful field be 
counted for a forest. Then judgement shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteous- 16 
ncss shall abide in the fruitful field. And the work of righteousness shall be peace; 
and the effect of ri~hlcousncss quietness and confidence for ever. And my people 
shall abide in a peacca blc habitation,. and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places. 
But it shall hail, in the downfall of the forest; and the city shall be utterly laid low. 
Blessed arc ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth the feet of the ox and the ass. 20 

A Rhapsody of Salvation 
THE PROPHET (beholding in vision). - Woe to thee that spoilcst, and thou wast 33 

not spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! 
When thou hast ceased to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and when thou hast made an 
end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee. 

ISRAEL. -- 0 LrJRn, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be thou their 
arm every morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble. 

Tm: PROPHET. - At the noise of the tumult the peoples arc fled; at the lifting 3 
up of thyself the nations are scattered. And your spoil shall be gathered as the 
catcrpiller gathcrcth: as locusts leap shall they leap upon it. The LORD is exalted; 
for he dwdleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgement and righteousness. Ancl 
there shall be stability in thy times, abundance of salvation, wisdom and knowledge: 
the fear of the LoRD is his treasure. 

Behold, their valiant ones cry without: the ambassadors of peace weep bitterly. 7 

ISRAEL's AMBASSADORS. -The high ways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth: 
he hath broken the covenant, he hath despised the cities, he regardeth not man. . The 
land moumeth and languisheth: Lebanon is ashamed and withereth away: Sharon 
is like a desert; and Bashan and Carmel shake olT their leaves. 
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10 GoD. - Now will I arise, now will I lift up myseH; now will I be exalted. Ye 
shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath is a fire that shall 
devour you. And the peoples shall be as the burnings o[ lime: as thorns cut down 
that are burned in the fire. Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that 
are near, acknowledge my might. 

14 The sinners !n Zion are afraid; trembling hath surprised the godless ones. 

SINNERS IN ZION. - Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who 
among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 

15 THE GODLY IN ZION. - He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; 
he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shake th his hands from holding of bribes, 
that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from looking upon 
evil; he shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: 
his bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall sec Lhe king 

18 in his beauty: they shall behold a far stretching land. Thine heart shall muse on 
the terror: where is he that counted, where is he that weighed the tribute? where is he 
that counted the towers? Thou shalt not sec the fierce people, a people of a deep 
speech that thou canst not perceive; of a strange tongue that thou canst not under
stand. Look upon Zion, the city of our solcmnilics: thine eyes shall sec Jerusalem 
a quiel habitation, a tent that shall not be removed, the stakes whereof shall never 

21 be plucked up, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken. But there the Loim 
will be with us in majesty, a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no 
galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. For the LORD is our judge, 
the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us. (To t/1c foe.) Thy 
tack lings are loosed; they could not strengthen the foot of their mast, they could not 
spread the sail: then was the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame took the prey. 

24 And the inhabitant shall not say, I ~m sick: the people that dwell therein shall be 
forgiven their iniquity. 

The Utter Destruction and the Great Restoration 
I 

34 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye peoples: let the earlh hear, and 
the fulness thereof; the world, and all things that come forth of it. For the LORD 
hath indignation against all the nations, and fury against all their host: he hath 
utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. Their slain also 
shall be cast out, and the stink of their carcases shall come up, and the mountains 

4 shall be melted with their blood. And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and 
the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fade away, as 
the leaf fadeth from off the vine, and as a fading leaf from the fig tree. For my sword 
hath drunk its fill in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Edom, and upon 
the people of my curse, to judgement. The sword of the LORD is filled with bloorl, 
it is made fat with fatness, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kid
neys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the 

7 land of Edom. And the wild-oxen shall come down with them, and the bullocks with 
the bulls; and their land shall be drunken with blood, and their dust made fat with 
fatness. For it is the day of the LORD'S vengeance, the year of recompence in the 
controversy of Zion. And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust 
thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. It shall not 
be quenched night nor day; Lhe smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation 

rr to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever. nut the 
pelican and the porcupine shall pass~ss it; and the owl and the raven shall dwell 
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therein: and he shall stretch oYer it the line of confusion, and the plummet of empti
ness. They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall be there; 
and all hl'r-princes shall be nothing. And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles 13 
and thistles in tht' fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of jackals, a court. 
for ostriches. And the wild beasts of the desert shall meet with the wolves, and the 
satyr shall cry to his fellow; yea, the night-monster shall settle there, and shall find 
her a place of rest. There shall the arrowsnake make her nest, and lay, and hatch, 
and gather under her shadow: yea, there shall the kites be gathered, every one with 
her mate. 

Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: 
No one of these shall be missing, 
None shall want her mate: 

For my mouth it hath commanded, 
And his spirit it hath gathered them. 

16 

And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto them by line: 17 
they shall possess it for ever, from generation to generation shall they dwell therein. 

II 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad; and the desert shall rejoice, 35 
and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and 
singing; the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and 
Sharon: they shall see the glory of the LORD, the excellency of our God. 

Strengthen ye the weak hands, 
And confirm the feeble knees; 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: 
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, 

With the recompence of God he will come and save you. 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of th_e deaf shall be unstopped. 5 
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing: 
for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the 
glowing sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water: in the 
habitation of jackals, where they lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. And an B 
high way shall he there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the 
unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfarinl!; men, yea fools, 
shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 11:0 up 
thereon, they shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: and the 10 

ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come with singin11: unto Zion; and everlasting 
joy shall be upon their heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. 

BOOK VI. - THE MINISTRY OF ISAIAH UNDER HEZEKIAH 

The Invasion of Sennacherib 
Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib 36 

king of Assyria came up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them. And 
the kin11: of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah 
with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the hi11:h way 
of the fuller'.s field. Then came forth unto him Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was 
O\"er the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder. 
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4 And Rabshakeh said unto them: Say ye now to Hezekiah: Thus saith the great king, 
the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest? I say, thy counsCI 
and strength for the war are but vain words: now on whom dost thou trust, that thou 
hast rebelled against me? Behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, 
even upon Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so 

7 is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust on him. But if thou say unto me, We trust 
in the LORD our Goel: is not that he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah 
hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before 
this altar) Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my master the king of Assyria, 
and I will gi\·e thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon 

9 thcm. How then canst thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my mas
ter's servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? And am 
I now come up \\'ithout the LORD against this land to destroy it? The LORD said unto 
me, Go up against this land, a:nd destroy it. 

II Then said Eliakim and Shcbna and Joah unto Rabshakch: Speak, I pray thee, 
unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we unrlerstanrl it: and speak not to us 
in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall. But Rabshakeh 
said: Hath my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these worrls? 
hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall, to eat their own dung, and to 

13 drink their own water with you? Then Rabshakch stood, and cried with a loud 
voice in the Jews' language, and said: Hear ye the words of the great king, the king 
of Assyria. Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you; for he shall not be 
able to deliwr you: neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, The 
LORD will surely cleliYCr us; this city shall not be given into the hand of the king of 

16 Assyria. Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make your 
peace with me, and come out to me; and cat ye every one of his \·inc, and every one of 
his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern: until I come and take 
you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and 
vineyards. Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The LORD will deliver us. 
Hath a:iy of the gorls of the nations delivered his Janel out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria? Where are the. gods of Hamath and Arpad? where are the gods of Sc-

"° pharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? Who are they among 
all the gods of these countries, that have delivered their country out of my hand, that 
the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? But they held their peace, and 
answered him not a word: for the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not. 
Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the 
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, 
and told him the words of Rabshakeh. 

37 And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and 
covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. And he sent 
Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shcbna the scribe, and the elders of the 
priests, covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. And 
they said unto him: Tlrns saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rcbc1ke, 
and of contumely: for the children arc come to the birth, and there is not strength to 

4 bring forth. It may be the LORD thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom 
the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke 
the words which the LoRD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the 
remnant that is left. So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. And Isaiah 
said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid 
of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have 
blasphemed me. Behold, I will put a spirit in him, and he shall hear a rumour, and 
shall return unto his own land; and I will co use him to fall by the sword in his own land. 

a So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: 
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for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. And he heard say concerning9 
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come out to fight against thee. And when he heard 
it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying: Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of 
Judah, saying, Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem 
shnll not be gi,·cn into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast heard what n 
the kin~s of chsyria haw done to all lands, by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou 
be deliv~red) Ilaw the gods of the nations deli1-cred them, which my fathers have de
stroyed, Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Tclas
sar? \\'here is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of 
Sepharvaim, of Hl'na, and h\'ah? And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of r4 
the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and 
spread it before the LoRD. And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying: 0 LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel, th~t sittest upon the cherubim, thou art the God, even thou 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth. Incline 
thine ear, 0 LORD, and hear; open thine eyes, 0 LORD, and sec: and hear all the 
words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God. Of a truth, LORD, rR 
the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the countries, and their land, and have cast 
their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and 
stone; therefore they have destroyed them. Now therefore, 0 LORD our God, save 
us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD, 
even thou onl\'. 

Then Is:i.iah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, 21 

the God of bracl, '\'hercas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of As
syria, this is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him: The virgin 
daughter of Zion hath despised thee and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of 
Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. Whom hast thou reproached and blas
phemed) and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice and lifted up thine eyes on 
high) even ag-:inst the Holy One of Israel. By thy servants hast thou reproached 24 
the Lord, and hast said, \Vith the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height 
of the mountains, to the innermost parts of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall 
cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into his farthest 
height, the forest of his fruitful ficl<l. I haye digged and drunk waler, and with the 
sole of my feet will I dry up all the riYers of Egypt. Hast thou not heard how I have 26 
done it long ago, a11<l formed it of ancient times? now have I brought it to pass, that 
thou shouldest be to lay waste fen;;ed cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore their in
h:1bitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded; they were as the 
µ::ass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as a fiel<l 
,,f corn before it be grown up. But I know thy sitting down, and thy going out, and 2 g 
t!1y coming in, and thy raging against me. Because of thy raging against'mc, and for 
tl,1t thine arrog:rncy is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy 
n i<e, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou 
camest. And this shall be the sign unto thee: ye shall eat this year that wh:ch growcth 30 
of it;clf, aud in the second year that which springcth of the same; and in the third 
)'car sm~ ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and cat the fruit thereof. And the rcm
,1ant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear 
fruit upward. For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and out of mount Zion 
they that shall escape: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall perform this. Therefore 33 
thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, I-le shall not come unto this city, 
nor shoot an arrow there, neither shall he come before it with shield, nor cast a mount 
against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and he shall not 
come unto this city, saith the LORD. For I will defend this city to save it, for mine 
own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

And the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a 36 

509 ' 



Isaiah ->9 Books of the Prophets 

hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when men arose early in the morn-
37 ing, behold, they were all dead corpses. So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, 

and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was wor
shipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons 
smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land of Ararat. And Esar
haddon his son reigned in his stead. 

The Sickness of Hezekiah 
38 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of 

Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; 
for thou shalt die, and not live. Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, and 
prayed unto the LORD, and said, Remember now, 0 LORD, I beseech thee, how I have 
walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is 

4 good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. Then came the word of the LORD to 
Isaiah, saying, Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy 
father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy 
days fifteen years. And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king 

7 of Assyria: and I will defend this city. And this shall be the sign unto thee from the 
LQRD, that the LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken: behold, I will cause the 
shadow on the steps, which is gone down on the dial of Ahaz with the sun, to return 
backward ten steps. So the sun returned ten steps on the dial whereon it was gone 
down. 

IO 

12 

13 

Hezekiah's Song* 
(I said) . 

In the noontide of my days I shall go into the gates of the grave: 
I am deprived of the residue of my years. 

(I said) 
I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD in the.land of the living: 
I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world. 

Mine habitation is removed, 
And is carried away from me as a shepherd's tent: 

I have rolled up like a weaver my life; 
He will cut me off from the loom. 

From day even to night wilt thou make an end of me: 
(I thought until morning) 

As a lion, so will he break all my bones. 

From day even to night wilt thou make an end of me: 
(Like a swallow or a crane, so did I chatter, 
I did mourn as a dove) 

Mine eyes fail with looking upward. 

0 LORD, I am oppressed: be thou my surety! 

21 *Now Isaiah had said, Let them take a cake of figs, and lay it for a plaister upon the boil, and 
he shall recover. Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the 
LORD? 



Prophetic Works of Isaiah SE--

What shall I say? 
He hath both spoken unto me, 
And himself hath done it. 

(I shall go as ill solemn procession all my years 
Baause of the bitterness of my soul) 

0 Lord, by these things men \i\·e; 
And \\'holly therein is the life of my spirit: 
So wilt thou recover me, and make me to live, 

Behold, it was for my peace that I had great bitterness; 

Isaiah 

But thou hast in love lo my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption; 
For thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. 

For the grave cannot praise thee; 
Death cannot celebrate thee: 
They that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth: 

The living, the living, he shall praise thee, 
As I do this day: 
The father to the children shall make known thy truth. 

The LORI> is ready to save me; 
Therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments 
All the days of our life in the house of the LORD. 

Hezekiah's Folly 

rs 

16 

18 

20 

At that time 1\krodach-baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters 39 
and a present to Hezekiah: for he heard that he had been sick, and was recovered. 
And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the house of his precious things, 
lhe silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious oil, and all the house of his 
armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor 
in all his dominion, lhat Hezekiah shewed them not. Then came Isaiah the prophet 3 
unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came 
they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country unto me, 
c\·cn from Babylon. Then said he, What have they seen in thine house? And 
Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among 
my lreasurcs that I ha\·e not shewed them. Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the 
\\·ord of the LORD of hosts. Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and 6 

that which lhy fathers have laid up in slorc unlil this day, shall be carried to Baby
lon: nothing shall be lcfl, saith the Lmm. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, 
which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace 
of lhe king 0£ Babylon. Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the 
LORD which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth 
in my days. 



SPEAKERS OF THE RHAPSODY 

JEHOVAH 

The Celestial Hosts 
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ZION REDEEMED 

A Rhapsody or Sj/i"ritual Drama 

In Seven Visz'ons 

PRELUDE. -A Cry of Comfort for Jerusalem 

VISION !. -- Tbe Sen:a11t of jehovab Delivered from Bondage 

VISION If. - Tbe Servant of Jebovab Awallened 

VISION f!f. - Ziow A7.i:akened 

VISION IV. - Tbe Servant of jebovab Exalted 

VISION V. - Zion Exalted 

VISION VI. - Redemption at Work in Zion 

VISION VII. - Tbe Day of judgement 



PRELUDE.-A CRY OF COMFORT FOR JERUSALEM 

JEHOVAH 

40 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to 

3 

6 

'l 

8 

9 

10 

Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is 
pardoned; that she hath received of the LoRD's hand double for all her sins. 

[Voices carry on the tidings across the desert to Jerusalem 

A VOICE OF ONE CRYING 

Prepare ye in the wilderness the way of the LORD, 
Make straight in the desert a high way for our God. 

Every valley shall be exalted, 
And every mountain and hill shall be made low: 

And the crooked shall be made straight, 
And the rough places plain: 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
And all flesh shall see it together: 

For the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

A SECOND VOICE (in the distance) 
Cry! 

A DESPAIRING VOICE 

What shall I cry? 
All flesh is grass, 
And all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of, the field: 

The grass withereth, 
The flower fadeth, 
Because the breath of the LORD bloweth upon it: 

Surely the people is grass! 

THE SECOND VOICE 
The grass withereth, 
The flower fadeth: 

But the word of our God shall stand for ever. 

FOURTH VOICE (still more distant) 
0 thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, 

Get thee up into the high mountain; 
0 thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, 

Lift up thy voice with strength; 
Lift it up, be not afraid; 

Say unto the cities of Judah, Behold, your God! 

FIFTH VOICE 
Behold, the Lord GoD will come as a mighty one, 
And his arm shall rule for him: 
Behold, his reward is with him, 
And his recompence before him. 
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He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 
He shall gather Lhe lambs in his arm, 
And earn• them in his bosom, 
And shali gently lead those that give suck. 

VISION !.-THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH DELIVERED 

Introduction 

Isaiah 

II 

.\'ho hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven 12 

with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath directed the spirit of the 
LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him? With whom took he counsel, and 
who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgement, and taught him knowl
edge, and shewed to him the way of understanding? Behold, the nations are as a 15 
drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh 
up the isles as a very lillle thing. And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts 
th('rcof sulllricnl for a burnt offering. All the nations arc as nothing before him; they 
are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity. To whom then will ye liken God? 
or "·hat likeness will ye compare unto him? The graven image, a workman melted 19 
it, am! the goldsmith spreadeth it CJ\'Cr with gold, ancl casteth for it sih·er chains. 
He that is loo impoverished for such an oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; 
he !'eckcth unto him a cunning workman to set up a graven image, that shall not be 
mo\'ecl. Have ye not known' have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the 
beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he that 2, 
sittcth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; 
that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell 
in: that bringeth princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. 
Yea, they have not been planted; yea, they have not been sown; yea, their stock hath 
not ta ken root in the earth: moreover he bloweth upon them, and they wither, and 
the whirlwind taketh them away as stubble. To whom then will ye liken me, that l 25 
should be equal lo him? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and see who 
hath created these, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by 
name; by the greatness of his might, and for that he is strong in power, not one is lacking. 

\\'by sayest thou, 0 Jacob, and speakest, ')Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, 27 
and my judgement i> passed away from my God? H2.<o:t thou not known? hast thou 
not hear<l, the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary; there is no searching of his understanding. He giveth power 
lo the faint; and tu him that hath no might he incrcaseth strength. Even the youths 
shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon 31 
the LoRD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
hey shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint. 

The Nations and Israel summoned to the Bar of God 
i 

}EHOV AH. - Keep silence before me, 0 islands; and let the peoples renew their 41 
strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to 
judgement. 

Who hath raised up one from the east, whom he calleth in righteousness to his 2 

51 5 



Iaaiah -..a Books of the Prophets 
-----

foot? he giveth nations before him, and maketh him rule over kinf(s; he gil'eth them 
3 as the dust to his sword, as the driven stubble to his bow. He pursueth them, and 

passeth on safely; even by a way that he had not gone with his feet. Who hath 
wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the 
first, and with the last, I am he. 

5 The isles saw, and feared; t/1e ends of /he earth /re111bled: they drew near, a11d 
came. They he/ pcd every one his neighbour; aml every one said to /1is brother, Be of 
good cou.rap,c. So the carpenter Ntcnuraged the goldsmith, and he t/1at smootlzl'/h with 
/he ha111111cr him /hat smitcth the anvil, saying of the soldering, It is good: and he 
fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved. 

a JmIOVAII (to Israel). - But thou, Isrncl, my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, 
the seed of Abraham my friend; thou whom I have taken hold of from the ends of 
the earth, and called thee from the corners thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my 
servant, I have chosen thee and not cast thee away; fear thou not, for I am with thee; 
be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, 

11 I will uphold thee with the right hancl of my righteousness. Beholcl, all they that 
are. incensed against thee shall be ashamed and con founded: they that strive with 
thee shall he as nothinJ?:, ancl shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, ancl shalt not fincl 
them, even them that contend with thee: they thnt war against thee shall be as nothinJ!:, 
and as a thinp; of nou11:ht. For I the Lo1m thy God will holcl thy righl hand, saying 

!4 unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. Fear not, thou worn1 Jacob, and ye men of 
Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lmw, and thy redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. 
Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrumenl having teeth: thou shalt 
thresh the mountains, nnd heat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff Thou 
shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, nnd the whirlwind shall scatter 
them: and thou shalt rejoice in the LORD, thou shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel. 
The poor and needy seek waler and there is none, and their ton11:ue failcth for thirst; 

18 I the LORD will answer them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 1 will open 
rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the 
wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. I will plant in the 
wilderness the cedar, the acacia tree, ancl the myrtle, and the oil tree; 1 will set in the 
desert the fir tree, the pine, and the box tree to!(elher: that they may see, and know, 
ancl consider, and understand together, that the hand of the LORD hath done this, and 
the Holy One of Israel hath created it. 

ii 
21 Ji::rrovAn (to the Nations). - Produce your cause, saith the LoRn; brinJ?: forth 

your stron!( reasons, saith the Kin!( of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, and declare 
unto us what shall happen: declare ye the former things, whnt they be, that we may 
consider them, and know the latter cnrl of them; or shew us thing'< for to come. 

23 Declare the things that arc to come hereafter, that we may know tlmt ye arc gods: 
yea, clo goocl, or clo evil, that we may look one upon another, and behold it together. 
(No rl'spo11st'.) Behold, ye arc of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination 
is he that chooscth you. 

25 I hal'e raised up one from the north, and he is come; from the rising of the sun one 
that callcth upon my name: anrl he shall come upon rulers as upon mortar, and as the 
potter lreacleth clay. Who hath declared it from the beginnin~, that we may know? 
and befor<'time, that we may sny, He is ri!'(hteous? yea, there is none that dedareth, 

27 yea, there Is none that shcweth, yen, there is none that heareth your words. I first 
will say unto Zion, BPhold, behold them; and I will gi\'e to Jerusalem one that bring
eth good tidings. (No response.) And when I look, there is no man; even among 
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them there is no counsellor, that, when I ask of them, can answer a word. Behold, all of 
them, their works arc vanity and nought: their molten images are wind and confusion. 

)EHO\'AH (lo Israel). - Behold my servant, whom I uphold; my chnsen, in whom 42 
mv soul delighteth: I ha1·e put my spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgement 
to. the nations. IIe shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to b~ heard in the 
street. A brui,ecl reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: 
he shall bring forth judgement in truth. He shall not bum dimly nor be bruised, 4 
till he have set judgement in the earth; and the isles sha II wait for his law. Thus saith 
God the Lon I>, he that created the heavens, and stretched them forth; he that. spread 
abroad the earth and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the 
pr,,p]e upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: I the LORD have called thee in 6 

right<·ou>nes,;, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a cove
mnt of the fX'Ople, for a light of the nations; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon, and them that sit in darkne>s out of the prison house. I 
am the LORD; that is my name: and my glory will I not gi1·c to another, neither my 
praise unto gran·n images. 

Bchnlr!, the former things arc come to pass, and new things do I declare: before 9 
they spring forth I tell you of them. -

OUTBURST OF JOY 

Sing unto the LORD a new song, 
:\nd his praise from the end of the earth; 

Ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein, 
The ·isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 

Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, 
The Yillages that Kedar doth inhabit; 

Let the inhabitants of Sela sing, 
Let them shout from the top of the mountains. 

Let Lhem gi,·e glory unto the LORD, 
And declare his praise in the islands. 

The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man; 
He shall stir up zeal like a man of war: 

He shall cry, yea, he shall shout aloud; 
IIe shall do mightily against his enemies. 

IO 

11 

13 

JEHOVAH (continues). - I have long time holden my peace; I have been still,"' 
and refrained myself: now will I cry out like a travailing woman; I will gasp and 
pant together. I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; 
anrl I will make the ri\"ers islands, and will dry up the pools. And I will bring the 
blinrl hy a way that they know not; in paths that they know not will I lead them: 
I will make darkness light before them, ancl crooked places straight. These things 
will J Jn, anrl I will not forsake them. They shall be turned back, they shall he 
greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say unto molten images, Ye are 
our gods. 

Hear, ye deaf; anr! look, ye blind, that ye may see. Who is blind, hut my ser- 18 
vant? or deaf, as my messenger that I send? who is blinr! as he that is at peace wilh 
me, and blind as the LORJJ's servant? Thou secst many Lhings, but Lhou obsen·est 
not; his cars arc open, but he heareth not. It pleased the LoRD, for his righteous
ness' sake, to magnify the law, and make it honourable. But this is a people robbed 
and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hie! in prison houses: 
they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore. Who 23 
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. is there among you that will give ear to this? that will hearken and hear for the time 
24 to come? 'Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the LORD? 

he against whom we have sinned, and in whose ways they would not walk, neither were 
they obedient unto his law. Therefore he poured upon him the fury of his anger, and 
the strength of battle; and it set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it 
burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.' 

43 But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, 0 Jacob, and he that formed thee, 
0 Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name, thou 
art mine. When thou passcst through the waters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou 
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the LORD 
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy saviour; I have given Egypt as thy ransom; 

4 Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou hast been precious in my sight, and hon
ourable, and I have loved thee; therefore will I give men for thee, and peoples for 
thy life. Fear not; for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather 
thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back; 
bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the end of the earth; every one that 
is called by my name, and whom I have created for my glory; I have formed him; 

8 yea, I have made him. Bring forth t~e blind people that have eyes, and the deaf 
that have cars. 

iii 
9 JEHOVAII (to the Nations). -Gather yourselves together, all ye nations, and let the 

peoples be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew us former things? 
l~t them bring their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, 
It is truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have 
chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he; before me 

II there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the LORD; 
and beside me there is no saviour. I have declared, and I have saved, and I have 
shewed, and there was no strange God among you: therefore ye arc my witnesses, 
saith the LORD, and I am God. Yea, from this clay forth I am he; and there is none 
that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it? 

14 JEHOVAH (lo Israel).-Thus saith the LORD, your redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel: For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and I will bring down all of them 
as fugitives, even the Chaldeans, in the ships of their rejoicing. I am the LORD, 
your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King. Thus saith the LORD, which maketh 
a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; which bringeth forth the chariot 
and horse, the army and the power: they shall lie down together, they shall not rise; 

r8 they are extinct, they are quenched as flax. Remem her ye not the former things, 
neither consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now shall it 
spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and 
rivers in the desert. The beasts of the field shall honour me, the jackals and the 
ostriches: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give 
drink to my people, my chosen: the people which I formed for myself, that they might 
set forth my praise. 

22 Yet thou hast not called upon me, 0 Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, 0 
Israel. Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings; neither 
hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not made thee to serve with offer
ings, nor wearied thee with frankincense. Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with 
money, neither hast thou filled me wi:h the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou hast made 

25 me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wcaried·me with thine iniquitic-s. I, even I, am 
he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake; and I will not remember thy 
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sins. Put me in remembrance; let us plead together: set thou forlh thy cause, that 
thou mayest be justified. Thy first father sinned, and thine interpreters have trans
gressed against me. Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and I 
ha\'e made Jacob a curse, and Israel a reviling. Yet now hear, 0 Jacob my servant; 44 
and Israel, whom I have chosen: thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee 
from the womb, who will help thee: Fear not, 0 Jacob my serrnnt; and thou, 
Jcshurun, whom I have chosen. For I will pour water upon the thirsty land, and 
streams upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring: and they shall spring up among the grass, as willows by the 
watercours~s. One shall say, I am the LORD'S; and another shall call himself bys 
•!1e name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the LORD, and 
surname himself by the name of Israel. 

iv 
JEHOVAH (lo the Na lions). - Thus saith the LORD, the King of Israel, and his 6 

redeemer the LORD of hosts: I am the first, a,nd I am the last; and beside me there is 
no God. And who, as I, can proclaim? let him declare it, and set it in order for me, 
since I appointed the ancient people; and the things that arc coming, and that 
shall come to pass, let them declare. Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have I not de
clared unto thee of old, and shewed it? and ye are my witnesses. Js there a God 
beside me? yea, there is no Rock; I know not any. They that fashion a gra\'Cn 9 
image are all of them \'anity; and their delectable things shall not profit: and their 
own witnesses sec not, nor know; that they may be ashamed. \Yho hath fashioned 
a god, or molten a gra\·en image that is profitable for nothing, Behold, all his 
fellows shall be ashamed; and the workmen, they arc of men: lcl them all be gathered 
together, let them stand up; they shall fear, they shall be ashamed together. The 12 

smith makcth an axe, and worketh in the coals, and fashioncth it with hammers, and 
worketh it with his strong arm: yea, he is hungry, and his strength failcth; he drinketh 
no water, and is faint. The carpenter strctcheth out a line; he marketh it out with a 
pencil; he shapeth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compasses, and 
shapeth it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man, to dwell in the 
house. He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the holm tree and the oak, and q 
strengtheneth for himself one among the trees of the forest: he planteth a fir tree, 
and the rain doth nourish it. Then shall it be for a man to burn; and he taketh thereof, 
and warmeth him;;elf; yea, he kindleth it, and haketh bread: yea, he maketh a gocl, 
and worshippeth it; he makcth it a gra\'en image, and fallcth down thereto. He 16 
burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, 
and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I ha,·e ;;een the 
fire: - and the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth 
down unto it and worshippeth, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Dcli\'cr me; for thou 
art my god! They know not, neither do they consider: for he hath shut their eyes, 
that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand. And none calleth 19 
'_o mind, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to sav, I haw burned part of 
;tin the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals.thereof; I have roasted 
ncsh and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I 
fall down to the stock of a tree? He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned 
him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand? 

JEHOVAH (lo lsrae[). - Remember these things, 0 Jacob; and Israel, for thou 21 

art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: 0 Israel, thou shalt not 
be forgotten of me. I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as u 
cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee. - · 
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OUTBURST OF JOY 

Sing, 0 ye heavens, 
For the LORD hath done it; 

Shout, ye lower parts of the earth; 
Break forth into singing, ye mountains, 
0 forest, and every tree therein: 

For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, 
And will glorify himself in Israel. 

24 JEHOVAH (continues). -Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed 
thee from the worn b: I am the LORD, that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the 
heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth; who is with me? that frustrateth the 
tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men backward, and 

26 maketh their knowledge foolish: that conlirmeth the word of his servant, ancl per
formeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith of Jerusalem, She shall be inhabited; 
and of the cities of Judah, They shall be built, an cl I will raise up the waste places 

28 thereof; that saith to the deep, Be dry,. and I will dry up thy rivers: that saith of 
Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying of Jerusalem, 
She shall be built; and the foundation of the temple shall be laid. 

v 
45 J1rnoVAH (lo the Nations and Cyrus). -Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to 

Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him, and I will loose 
the loins of kings; to open the doors before him, an cl the gates shall not be shut; I 
will go before thee, and make the rugged places plain: I will break in pieces the doors 
of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: and I will give thee the treasures of dark
ness, and hiclclen riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I am the LORD, 

4 which call thee by thy name, even the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant's sake, 
and Israel my chosen, I have called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though 
thou hast not known me. I am the LORD, and there is none else; beside me there is 
no God: I will gird thee, though thou hast not known me: that they may know 
from the rising of the sun, an cl from the west, that there is none beside me: I am the 
LORD, and there is none else. I form the light, an cl create darkness; I make peace, 
and create evil; I am the LORD, that doeth all these things: -

8 
OUTBURST OF JOY 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
And let the skies pour down righteousness; 

Let the earth open, that they may bring forth salvation, 
And let her cause righteousness to spring up together. 

- I the LORD have created it. Woe unto him that strive th with his Maker! a 
potsherd among the potsherds of the earth! Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth 

ro it, What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands? Woe unto him that saith 
unto a father, What begettest thou? or to a woman, With what travailest thou? 
Thus saith the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker: Ask me of the things 
that arc to come; concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands, com-

12 mand ye me. I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, 
have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. I have raised 
him up in righteousness, and I will make straight all his ways: he shall build my city, 
and he shall let my exiles go free, not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts. 

14 Thus saith the LORD, The labour of Egypt, and the merchandise of Ethiopia, 
and the Sa beans, men of stature, shall come ·over unto thee, and they shall be thine; 
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they shall go after thee; in chains they shall come over: and they shall fall down unto 
thee, they shall make supplication unto thee: 'Surely God is in thee; and there is 
none else, there is no God. Verily thou art a God that hides! thyself, 0 God of Israel, 15 
the Saviour.' They shall be ashamed, yea, confounded, all of them: they shall go into 
confusion togcthn that are makers of idols. But Israel shall be saved by the LORD with 
an e\·erlastin.~ sah·ation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end. 

For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; he is God; that formed the 18 
earth and made it; he established it, he created it not a waste, he formed it to be in
habited: I am the LORD; and there is none else. I have not spoken in secret, in a 
place of the land of darkness; I said not unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: 
I the LORD speak righteousness, I declare things that arc right. Assemble yourselves 20 

and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the nations: they have no 
knowledge that carry the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god that cannot 
S."l\·e. Declare ye, and bring it forth; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath 
shewed this from ancient time? who hath declared it of old? have not I the LORD? 
and there is no God else beside me; a just Goel and a saviour; there is none beside 
me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and 22 

there is none else. By myself have I sworn, the word is gone forth from my mouth 
in righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear. Only in the LORD, shall one say unto me, is righteousness and strength: 
nen to him shall men come, and all they that were incensed against him shall be 
ashamed. In the LoRU shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory. Bel 46 
boweth down, i\ebo stoopeth; their idols are upon the beasts, and upon the cattle: 
the things that ye carried about are made a load, a burden to the weary beast. They 
stoop, they bow down together; they could not deliver the burden, but themselves 
arc goPe into captivity. 

JEHOVAH (lo Israel). - Hearken unto me, 0 house of Jacob, and all the remnant 3 
of the house of Israel, which have been borne by me from the belly, which ha\·e been 
carriecl from the womb: and even to old age I am he, and even to hoar hairs will I 
carry you: I ha\·e macle, and I will bear; yea, I will carry, and will deliver. To 
whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be like? 
Such as la\·ish gold out of the baj.!, and weigh silver in the balance, they hire a gold- 6 
smith, and he maketh it a god; ihey fall down, yea, they worship. They bear him 
upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, and he standeth; from 
his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer, 
nor save him out of his trouble. 

Rem em her thi:;, and st.and fast: bring it again to mind, 0 ye transgressors. B 
Remember the former things of olcl: for I am God, and there is none else; I am Goel, 
and there is none like me; declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times things that arc not yet done; saying, :\Iy counsel shall stand, and I will do ·an 
my pleasure: calling a ravenous bird from the cast, the man of my counsel from a far 
country; yea, I ha\·e spoken, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposecl, I will also 
do it. Hearken unto me, ye stoutheartccl, that are far from righteousness: I bring 12 

near my righteousness, it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry; and I 
will give salvation in Zion and my glory unto Israel. 

vi 
ISRAEL'S TRWMPH OVER BABYLON 

Come down, and sit in the dust, 0 virgin daughter of Babylon; 47 
Sit on the ground without a throne, 0 daughter of the Chaldeans: 

For thou shalt no more be called tender and delicate. 
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2 Take the millstones, and grind meal; 
Remove thy veil, strip off the train; 
Uncover the leg, pass through the rivers: 

Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, · 
Yea, thy shame shall be seen. 

"I will take vengeance, and will accept no man!" 
4 Our redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name: 

The Holy One of Israel! 

Sit thou silent, 
And get thee into darkness, 0 daughter of the Chaldeans: 

For thou shalt no more be called the Lady of Kingdoms. 

6 JEHOVAH (to the Nations and Babylon). - I was wroth with my people, I profaned 
mine inheritance, and gave them into thine hand: thou didst shew them no mercy; 
upon the aged hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke. And thou saidst, I shall be a 
lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst re-

s member the latter encl thereof. Now therefore hear this, thou that art given to pleas
ures, that clwellest carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and there is none else 
beside me; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children: but 
these two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and 
widowhood: in their full measure shall they come upon thee, despite of the multitude 

10 of thy sorceries, and the great abundance of thine enchantments. For thou hast 
trusted in thy wickedness; thou hast said, None see th me; thy wisdom and thy 
knowledge, it hath perverted thee: and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and there 
is none else beside me. Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know 
the dawning thereof: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to 
put it away: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou knowest not. 

12 Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein 
thou hast laboured from thy yo11th; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou 
mayest prevail. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels: let now the as
trologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from 

14 the things that shall come upon thee. Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall 
bum them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: it shall 
not be a coal to warm at, nor a fire to sit before. Thus shall the things be unto thee 
wherein thou hast laboured: they that have trafficked with thee from thy youth shall 
wander every one to his quarter; there shall be none to save thee. 

48 . JEHOVAH (to Israel). - Hear ye this, 0 house of Jacob, which are called by the 
name of Israel, and are come forth out of the waters of Judah; which swear by the 
name of the LORD, and make mention of the God of Israel, but not in truth, nor in 
righteousness. For they call themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves upon the 
God of Israel; the LORD of hosts is his name. I have declared the former things 
from of old; yea, they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them: suddenly I 

4 did them, and they came to pass. Because I knew that thou art obstinate, and thy 
neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass; therefore I have declared it to thee from of 
old; before it came to pass I shewed it thee: lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath 
done them, and my graven image, and my molten image, hath commanded them. 
Thou hast heard it; behold all this; and ye, will ye not declare it? I have shewed thee 

7 new things from this time, even hidden things, which thou hast not known. They 
arc created now, and not from of old; and before this day thou heardest them not; 
lest thou shouldest say, Behold, I knew them. Yea, thou heardest not; yea, thou 
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knewest not; yea, from of old thine car was not opened: for I knew that thou didst 
deal vcrv treacherously, and wast called a transgressor from the womb. For my 
name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I 
cut thee not off. Behold, I have refined thee, but not as silver; I have chosen thee in ro 
the furnace of ailliction. For mine own sake, for mine own sake, will I do it; for 
how shoulcl my name be profaned? and my glory will I not give to another. Hearken 
unto me, 0 Jamb, and Israel my called: I am he; I am the first, I also am the last. 
Yea, mine hand hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spr~ad 
out the hea\·ens: when I call unto them, they stand up together. 

vii 
Jr.HO\'AH (lo the Nations). -Assemble yourselves, all ye, and hear; which among 14 

them hath declared these thin)!;S? He whom the LORD loveth shall perform his pleas
ure on Babylon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans. I, even I, have spoken; yea, 
I ha,·e called him: I have brought him, and he shall make his way prosperous. Come 
ye near unto me, hear ye this; from the beginning I have not spoken in secret: -

VOICE OF CYRUS (heard responding) 
frn:n the time that it was, there am I: 
And now the Lord Goo hath sent me, and his spirit. 

JEHO\'AH Ito Israel). - Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, the Holy One of 17 
Israel: I am the Lo1m thy God, which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by 
the way that thou shouldest go. Oh that thou hadst hearkened Lo my command
ments! then had thy peace i>ecn as a river, and thy righteousness as the wa\·cs of the 
sea: thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the 
grains thereof: his name should not be cut off nor destroyed from before me. 

Go ye forth of Babylon, 
Flee ye from the Chaldeans; 

with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth: say ye, 

The LORD hath redeemed his servant Jacob: 

20 

And they thirsted not when he led them through the deserts: 21 

He caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them: 
He clave the rock also, and the waters gushed out. 

** 
* l!rbm {$ no peace, ssaitb tbc l!.011lll, unto tbe !JJickcb. 

VISION II. -THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH AWAKENED 

i. - The Servant of Jehovah Awakened to his Mission 
JEHOVAH'S S1·:RVA:o1T. -.Listen, 0 isles, unto me; and hearken, ye peoples, from 49 

far: the LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath 
he made mention of my name: and he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the 
shadow of his hand hath he hid me; and he hath made me a polished shaft, in his 
quiver hath he kept me close: and he said unto me, Thou art my servant; Israel, 
in whom I will be glorified. But I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my 4 
strength for nought and vanity: yet surely my judgement is with the LORD, and my 
remmpence with my God. And now saith the LORD that formed me from the womb 
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to be hls servant, to bring Jacob again to him, and that Israel be gathered unto him: 
(for I am honourable in the eyes of the LORD, and my God is become my strength:) 

6 yea, he saith, It is too light a thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the 
tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will .also give thee for a light 
to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. 

ii. - The Ministry to Zion 
7 JEHOVAH'S SERVANT. -Thus saith the LORD, the redeemer of Israel, and his 

Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorrcth, to a 
servant of rulers: Kings shall sec and arise; princes, and they shall worship; bemuse 
of the LORD that is faithful, even the Holy One of Israel, who hath chosen thee. 
Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I answered thee, and in a day of 
salvation have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and ~vc thee for a covenant 
of the people, to raise up the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritages; saying 
to them that are bound, Go forth; to them that arc in darkness, Shew yourselves. 

10 They shall feed in the ways, and on all bare heights shall be their pasture. They 
shall not hunger nor thirst; neilher shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that 
hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. 
And I will make all my mountains a way, and my high ways shall be exalted. Lo, 
these shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north and from the west; and these 
from the land of Sinim. 

13 

OUTBURST OF ]OY 

Sing, 0 heavens; 
And be joyful, 0 earth; 
And break forth into singing, 0 mountains: 

For the LORD hath comforted his people, 
And will have compassion upon his afflicted. 

ZION. - Jehovah hath forsaken me, and the Lord hath forgotten me. 
15 JEHOVAH'S SERVANT. - "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should 

not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, these may forget, yet will not I 
forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls arc 
con.tinually before me. Thy children make haste; thy destroyers and they that made 

18 thee waste shall go forth of thee. Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all 
these gather themselves together, and come to thee. As I live,'' saith the LORD, "thou 
shalt surely clothe thee with them all as with an ornament, and gird thyself with them, 
like a bride. For, as for thy waste and thy desolate places and thy land that hath been 
destroyed, surely now shalt thou be too strait for the inhabitants, and they that swal-

20 lowed thee up shall be far away. The children of thy bereavement shall yet say in 
thine cars, The place is too strait for me; give place to me that I may dwell." 

ZION. - Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have been bereaved of my children, 
and am solitary, an exile, and wandering to and fro? and who hath brought up these? 
Behold, I was left alone; these, where were they? 

•~ JEHOVAH'S SERVANT. -Thus saith the Lord Gon, "Behold, I will lift up mine 
hand to the nations, and set up my ensign to the peoples: and they shall bring thy 
sons in their bosom, and thy daughters shall be carried.upon their shoulders. And 
kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall 
bow down to thee with their faces to the earth, and lick the dust of thy feet; and thou 
shalt know that I am the LORD, and they that wait for me shall not be ashamed." 

ZION. - Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the captives of the terrible 
be delivered? 

25 JEHOVAH'S SERVANT. - Dut thus saith the LORD, "Even the captives of the 
mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will 
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contend with him that rontendeth with '!'hee, and I will sa-ve thy thi-ldten. And I 
will feed them that oppress thee with their O'l'.'TI flesh; and tl"rey shall be drunken with 
their own blond, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall know that I the LORD am ll-1y 
sa\·iour, and thy redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob." Thus saith the LOR\), "Where 50 
is the bm of vour mother's diwircement, wherc'l'.·ith I have put her away? or which ~f 
my creditors is it to whom I ha,·c sold you' Behold, for your iniquities were ye sold, 
and for your transgressions was your mother put away. Wherefore, when I came, was 
there no man' when I called, was there none to answer? Is my hand shortened at 
all, that it cannot redeem' or ha\'e I no power to dcli\'cr? Behold, at my rebuke I 
dry up the sea, I make the ri\·crs a wilderness: their fish stiFiketh, because there is r.o 
1\'ater, and dicth for thirst. I clothe the heavens with blackness, am! I make sackcloth 3 
their covering." 

iii. -The Ministry to the Nations 
JEHO\".IH's SER\"A:-;r. -The Lord Goo hath givenmethetongueofthem that are 4 

taught, that I shoul<l know how to sustain with wwds him that is weary: he wakeneth 
morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as they that arc lau~ht. The 
Lorri Gon hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebcllious, neither turned away back
ward. I gan' my back to the smitcts, and my chreks to them that plucked off the 
hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord Go.o will help me; 7 
therefore ha Ye I not hL·cn confounded: therefore have I set my face like a flint, and 
I know that I shall not be ashamed. He is near that justilieth me; who will contend 
with me? let us stan<l up together: who is mine ad\·crsary? let him come near to me. 
Behold, the Lord Gou will help me; who is he that shall condemn me? behold, they 
all shall wax old as a garmrnt; the moth shall eat them up. 

Who is among you that fcareth the LORD, that obeyeth the voice of his servant? ro 
though he walkcth in darkness, and hath no light, let him trust in the name of the 
LORD, and stay upon his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that gird yourselves 
about with firebrands: walk ye in the flame of your fire, and among the brands that 
ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine han<l; ye shall lie down in socrow. 

VISION Ill.-ZION AWAKENED 

i. - Appeals to Zion 
JEHOVAH. - Hearken to me, ~ that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the 51 

LoRn: look unto the rock whence ye were hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence 
ye were cliggcd. Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: 
for when he was but one I called him, and I blessed him, and made him many. 

For the LORI> hath comforted Zion: he hath comforted all her waste places, and 3 
hath made her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy 
an<l gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice o[ melody. 

(No response) 

JEHOVAH. - Attend unto me, 0 my people; and give car unto me, 0 my nation: 4 
for a law shall go forth from me, and I will make my judgement to rest for a light of 
the peoples. l\Iy righteousness is near, my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms 
shall juclge the peoples; the isles shall wait for me, and on mine arm shall they tru>t. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the hea\'cns 6 
shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they 
that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my 
righteousness shall not be abolished. 

(No response) 
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7 JEHOVAH. - Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose 
heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye dismayed at their 
revilings. 

9 

II 

For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them iikc 
wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation unto all generations. 

(No response) 

THE CELESTIAL HOSTS 
Awake, awake, put on strength, 0 arm of the LORD; 
Awake, as in the days of old, 
The generations of ancient times! 

Art thou not it that cut Rahab in pieces, 
That pierced the dragon? 

Art thou not it which dried up the sea, 
The waters of the great deep; 
That made the depths of the sea 

A way for the redeemed to pass over? 

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
And come with singing unto Zion; 

And everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: 
They shall obtain gladness and joy, 

And sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

12 JEHOVAH. - I, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou art 
afraid of man that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass; anil 
hast forgotten the LORD thy Maker, that stretched forth the heavens, and laid thr 
foundations of the earth; and fearest continual!y all the day because of the fury of 
the oppressor, when he maketh ready to destroy? And where is the fury of the op· 
pressor? The captive exile shall speedily be loosed; and he shall not die and go down 
into the pit, neither shall his bread fail. 

15 For I am the LORD thy God, which stilleth the sea, when the waves thereof roar: 

17 

19 

the LORD of hosts is his name. And· I have put my words in thy mouth, and haw' 
covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the 
foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people. 

(No response) 

THE CELESTIAL HOSTS 
Awake, awake, stand up, 0 Jerusalem, 
Which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of his fury; 
Thou hast drunken the bowl of the cup of staggering, and drained it. 

There is none to guide her 
Among all the sons whom she hath brought forth; 

Neither is there any that taketh her by the hand 
Of all the sons that she hath brought up. 

These two things are befallen thee; 
Who shall bemoan thee? 

Desolation and destruction, 
And the famine and the sword, 

How shall I comfort thee? 
526 
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Thy sons have fainted, 
They lie at the top of all the streets, 

As an anlelope in a net; 
They are full of the fury of the LORD, 

·The rebuke of thy God. 

Isaiah 
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JEHO\"AH. -Therefore hear now this, thou affiicted, and drunken, but not with 21 

wine: Thus saith thy Lord, the LORD, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of his 
people: Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the cup of staggering, even the bowl 
of the cup of my fury; thou shalt no more drink it again: and I will put it into the 
hand of them that afflict thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may 
go m·er: and thou hast laid thy back as the ground, and as the street, to them that go 
over. (No response) 

THE CELESTIAL Hosrs 
Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 0 Zion; 52 
Put on thy heautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem, the holy city: 
For henceforth there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and 

the unclean. 

Shake thyself from the dust; 
Arise, sit thee down, 0 Jerusalem: 
Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, 0 captive daughter of Zion. 

JEHOVAH. - For thus saith the LORD, Ye were sold for nought, and ye shall be 3 
redeemed without money. For thus saith the Lord Gon, ~Iy people went clown at 
the first into Egypt to sojourn there: and the Assyrian oppressed Lhem without cause. 
Now therefore, what do I here, saith the LORD, seeing that my people i:; taken away 
for nought? They that rule over them do howl, saith the LoRn, and my name con
tinually all the day is blasphemed. Therefore my people shall know my name: 6 
therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: Behold, it is I! 

ii. - The A wakening 

CHORUS OF \\'ATCHMEN 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 7 

That hringeth good tidings, that publishelh peace, 
That bringeth good tidings of good, that publishcth salvation: 

That saith unto Zion, Thy God reigncth ! 

The voice of thy Watchmen! they lift up the voice, 
Together do they sing, 
For they shall see, eye to eye, 

How the LORD returneth to Zion. 

Break forth into joy, sing together, 
Ye waste places of Jerusalem: 

For the LoRD hath comforted his people, 
He hath redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD hath made bare his holy arm 
In the eyes of all the nations; 
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-..a Books of the Propheis 

And all the ends of the earth 
Shall see the salvation of our God. 

Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, 
Touch no unclean thing; 

Go ye out of the midst of her; 
Be ye clean, ye that bear the vessels of the LORD. 

For ye shall not go out in haste, 
Neither shall ye go by flight; 

For the LORD will go before you, 
And the God of Israel will be your rearward. 

v"ISION IV.--THE SERVANT OF JEHOVAH EXALTED 

JEHOVAH 

13 Behold, my servant shall prosper, he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be 

53 

3 

5 

very high. Like as many were astonicd at thee, (his visage was so marred from that 
of man, and his form from that of the sons of men,) so shall he startle many nations; 
kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall 
they see, and that which they had not heard shall they understand. 

CHORUS OF NATIONS 

Who hath believed that which we have heard? 
And to whom hath the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

For he grew up before him as a tender plant, 
And as a root out of a dry ground: 

He hath no form nor comeliness, that we should look upon him; 
Nor beauty that we should desire him. 

He was despised, and rejected of men; 
A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: 

And as one from whom men hide their face he was de~pised, 
And we esteemed him not. 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
And carried our sorrows: 

Yet we did esteem him stricken, 
Smitten of Goel, and affiicted. 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities: 

The chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
And with his stripes we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
We have turned every one to his own way: 

And the LORD hath laid on him 
The iniquity of us all. 
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He was oppressed, 
Yet he humbled himself, 

And opened not his mouth; 
As a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
And as a sheep that before her shearers is dumb; 

Yea, he o;Jened not his mouth. 

By oppression and judgement he was taken away; 
And his life who shall recount? 

For he was cut off out of the land of the living; 
For the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

And they made his gra\'e with the wicke<l, 
And with the rich in his death; 

Although he had done no violence, 
Neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

Isaiah 
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Yet it plcase<l the LoRD to bruise him; 1a 
He hath put him to grief: 
When his soul shall make an offering for sin, 

He shall sec his seed, he shall prolong his days, 
And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand: 
He shall sec anrl be satisfied with the tra,·ail of his soul. 

By his knowledge shall my righteous serrant make many righteous: 
And he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore will I dh·ide him a portion with the great, r2 
And he shall divide the spoil with the strong: 

Because he pDured out his soul unto death, 
And was numbered with the transgressors: 
Yet he bare the sin of many, 
And maketh intercession for the transgressors. 

VISION V.-SONGS OF ZION EXALTED 

i. - Zion the Bride of Jehovah 
Sing, 0 barren, 

Thou that didst not bear; 
Break forth into singing, and cry aloud, 

Thou that didst not travail with child l 

54 

For more are the children of the desolate than the children of the married wife, 
saith the LoRn. Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the cur- 2 

t'.tins of thine habitations; spare not: lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes. 
I·or thou shalt spread abroad on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall 
j!()s>css the nations, and make the desolale cities to be. inhabited. 

Fear not, for thou shalt not be ashamed, 4 
Neither be thou confounded, for thou shalt not be put to shame: 

For thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, 
And the reproach of thy widowhood shalt thou remem bcr no more. 

2M S~ 
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5 For thy Maker is thine husband; 
The LORD of hosts is his name: 

~ Books of the Prophets 

And the Holy One of Israel is thy redeemer; 
The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 

6 For the LORD hath called thee as a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, even a wife 
of youth, when she is cast off, saith thy God. · 

For a small moment have I forsaken thee; 
But with great mercies will I gather thee. 

In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment: 
But with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee: 

9 saith the LORD, thy redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I 
have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so have I.sworn 
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. 

II 
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For the mountains shall depart, 
And the hills be removed; 

But my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
Neither shall my covenant of peace be removed: 

saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee. 

ii. - Zion the City of Beauty and Peace 
0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, 
Behold, I will set thy stones in fair colours, 
And lay thy foundations with sapphires. 

And I will make thy pinnacles of rubies, 
And thy gates of carbuncles, 
And all thy border of pleasant stones. 

And all thv children shall be taught of the LORD; 
And great "shall be the peace of thy children: 
In righteousness shalt thou be established. 

Thou shalt be far from oppression, for thou shalt not fear; 
And from terror, for it shall not come near thee: 

Behold, they may stir up strife, but not by me; 
Whosoever shall stir up strife against thee shall fall because of thee. 

Behold, I have created the smith 
That bloweth the fire of coals, 
And bringeth forth a weapon for its work; 

And I have created the waster to destroy: 

No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; 
And every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgement thou shalt 

condemn. 
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 

.And their righteousness which is of me, saith the LORD. 
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iii. - Zion the Witness to the Nations 
ZION (to the Nations) 

'Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
'And he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; 

'Yea,. come, buy wine and milk, 
'Without money and without price. 

'Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
'And your labour for that which satislieth not? 

'Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
'And let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

'Incline your ear, and come unto me; 
'Hear, and your soul shall live: 

'And I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
'Even the sure mercies of David.' 
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Behold, I have given him for a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander 4 
to the peoples. Beholcl, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and a nation 
that knew not thee shall run unto thee, because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy 
One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee. 

'Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, 
'Call ye upon him while he is near: 

'Let the wicked forsake his way, 
'And the unrighteous man his thoughts: 

'And let him return unto the LORD, 
'And he will have mercy upon him; 

'And to our God, 
'For he will abundantly pardon.' 

7 

For my thoughts arc not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 8 
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down and the 
snow from hea,·en, and rcturneth not thither, but watcreth the earth, and maketh 
it bring forth and bud, and giveth seed to the sower and bread to the cater; so shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unlo me void, hut 
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thi11g whereto I 
0 ent it. 

'For ye shall go out with joy, i2 

'And be led forth with peace: 
'The mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, 

'And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

'Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, 13 
'And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree: 

'And it shall be to the LORD for a name, 
'For an everlasting sign thal shall not be cut off.' 
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VISION Vl.-REDEMf'TION AT WORK IN ZION 

Introduction 
56 Tb us saith the LORD, Keep ye judgement, and do righteousness: for my salvation 

is near lo come, and my righteousness to be revealed .. Blessed is the man that 
doe th this, and the son of man that holdeth fast by it; that keepeth the sabbath from 
profaning it, and keepcth his hand from doing any evil. Neither let the stranr;er, 
that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LORD will surely separate 

4 me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree. For thus 
saith th~ LORD of the eunuchs that keep rr.y sabbatbs, and choose the things that 
please me, and hold fast by my covenant: Unto them will I give in mine house and 
within my walls a memorial and a name better than of sons and of daughters; I will 

6 iri\·c them an c\·erlastinr; name, that shall not be cut off. Also the strangers, that join 
themseh·cs to the LORD, to minister unto him, ancl to love the name of the Lmm, 
to be his servants, every one that kcepcth the sabbath from profaning i', and holclc·th 
fast by my covenant; even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerinr;s and their sacrifices shall be ac
cepted upon mine altar: for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all pco-

8 pies. The Lord Gon which gathcreth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather 
others to him, beside his own that are gathered. 

i. - Struggle with Sin and Error 
A CRY 

All ye beasts of the field, 
Come to devour, 

Yea, all ye beasts in the forest. 

IO THE PROPHETIC SPECTATOR. - His watchmen arc blind, they are all without 
knowledge; they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; dreaming, lying down, 
loving to slumber. Yea, the dogs arc greedy, they can never have enough; and these 
arc shepherds that cannot understand: they have all turned lo their own way, each 
one to his gain, from every quarter. 'Come ye, I will fetch wine, and we will fill 
ourselves with strong drink; and to-morrow shall be as this clay, a day great beyond 

57 measure.' The righteous perishcth, and no man layeth it to heart; and merciful 
men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away through 
wickedness. 

2 Vorrn OF PROPHECY. - He entercth into peace; they rest in their beds, each 
one that walketh in his uprightness. But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, 
the seed of the adulterer and the whore. Against whom do ye sport yourselves? 
against whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? arc ye not children 
of transgression, a seed of falsehood, ye that inflame yourselves among the oaks, under 
cYery green tree; that shy the children in the Yallcys, under the clefts of the rocks? 

6Among the smooth stones of the valley is thy portion; thc-y, they arc thy lot: even to 
them hast thou poured a drink offering, thou hast ofTerecl an oblation. Shall I b•,• 
appeased for these things? Upon a high and lofty mountain hast thou set thy bc::i 
thither also wentcst thou up to offer sacrifice. And behind the doors and the posts 
hast thou set up thy memorial: for thou hast discovered thyself to another than me, 
and art gone up; thou hast enlarged thy bed, and made thee a covenant with them; 

9 thou lovedst their becl where thou sawest it. And thou wentest to the king with 
ointment, and didst increase thy perfumes, and didst send thine ambassadors far off, 
and didst debase thyself even unto hell. Thou wast wearied with the length of thy 
way; yet saids! thou not, There is no hope: thou didst fit1d a quickening of thy 
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stren!!th · therefore thou wast not faint. And of whom hast thou been afraid and in 
fear, that thou lies!, and hast not remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? have not 
I held my peace even of long time, and thou fearcst me not? I will declare thy right- 12 

cousness; and as for thy works, they shall not profit thee. When thou criest, let thy 
rabble of idols deliver thee; but the wind shall take them, a breath shall carry them 
all away: but he that putteth his trust in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit 
my holy mountain. 

}EHOVAII 

Cast ye up, cast ye up, 
Prepare the way, 

Take up the st um blingblock 
Out of the way of my people. 

VOICE OF PROPHECY. - For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth IS 
eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that 
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to rcvi\'e the 
heart of the contrite ones. For I will not contend for ever, ncilher will I he always 
wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made. For 
the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth and smote him, I hid my face and was 
wroth: and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. 1 ha,·e seen his ways, and 18 
will heal him: I will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners. 
I create the fruit of the lips: Peace, peace, to him that is far olT and to him that is 
near, saith the Lo RD; and I will heal him. But the wicker! are like the lrouhlcd sea; 
for it cannot rest, and its waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my 
God, to the wicked. 

}EIIOVAII 

Cry aloud, spare not, 
Lift up thy mice like a trumpet, 

And declare unto my people their transgression, 
And to the house of J a.cob their sins. 

58 

VOICE OF PROPIIEO:. - \"ct they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways: 2 

as a nation that did righteousness, and fors0ok not the ordinance of their God, they 
a.>k of me righteous ordinances, they delight lo draw near unto God. \Vherefore 
ha Ye we fastc.d, say they, and thou secs! not? wherefore ha,·c we aillicted our soul, 
and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye fmd your own 
pleasure, and exact all your labours. Behold, ye fast for strife and contention, and lo 4 
s-i1ite with the fist of wickedness: ye fast not this day so as lo make your voice to be 
heard on high. ls such the fast that I have chosen? the dav for a man to aITTict his 
soul' ls it. lo bow down his hear! as a rush, anrl to spread s~ckclnlh an1l ashes under 
him' wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day to the LoRD? ls not this the 6 
fost that I have chosen: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to un<lo the hands of the 
v·Jke, anrl to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? ls it not to deal 
thy urcad to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that arc cast out lo thy house? 
'''..en thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from 
t11ine own flesh? Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, anrl thy healing 8 
shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness shall go Ix-fore th~c; the glory of 
the LoRn shall he thy rearward. Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; 
thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee 
the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking wickedly; anrl if thou rlraw 
out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the aillicted soul; then shall thy light rise in 
dirkness, and thine obscurity be as the noonday: and the LORD shall guide thee II 
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continually, and satisfy thy soul in dry places, and make strong thy bones; and thou 
shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. And 
they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the 
foundations of·many generations; and thou shalt be called The repairer of the breach, 

13 The restorer of paths to· dwell in. If thou tum away thy foot from the sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure' on my holy day; and call the sabbath :i. delight, and the holy of the 
LORD honourable; and shalt honour it, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine 
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt thou delight thyself in the 
LORD; and I will make thee to ride upon the high places of the earth; and I will feed 
thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken i . 

ii. - Israel Rousing to Repentance 
59 VOICE OF PROPHECY. - Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it can 

not save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not 
hear. For your hands are defiled with blood, and your lingers with iniquity; your 
lips have spoken lies, your tongue muttereth wickedness. None sueth in righteous
ness, and none pleadelh in truth: they trust in vanity, and· speak lies; they conceive 

s mischief, and bring forth iniquity. They hatch basilisks' eggs, and weave the spider's 
web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into 
a viper. Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves 
with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their 
hands. Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their 
thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their paths. The 
way of peace they know not; and there is no judgement in their goings: they have 
made them crooked paths; whosoever goeth therein doth not know peace. 

9 REPDITANT ISRAEL. - Therefore is judgement far from us, neither doth right-
eousness overtake us: we look for light, but behold darkness; for brightness, but we 
walk in obscurity. We grope for the wall like the blind, yea, we grope as they that 
have no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the twilight; among them that are lusty 
we are as dead men. \Ve roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for 

12 judgement, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us. For our trans
gressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our trans
gressions are with us, and as for our iniquities, we know them: in transgressing and 
denying the LORD, and turning away from following our God, speaking oppression 

14 and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. And judgement 
is turned away backward, and righteousness standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the 
street, and uprightness cannot enter. Yea, truth is lacking; and he that departeth from 
evil maketh himself a prey. 

iii. - Redemption begun 
16 And the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgement. And 

he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore 
his own arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it upheld him. And 
he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; 
and he put on garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke. 

18 JEHOVAH. -According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his 
adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence. 
So shall they fear the name of the LORD from· the west, and his glory from the rising 
of the sun: for he shall come as a rushing stream, which the breath of the LORD 

20 driveth. And a redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from trans
gression in Jacob, saith the LORD. And as for me, this is my covenant with them, 
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saith the LORD: my spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy 
mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of 
the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever. 

iv. - Song of Zion Redee~ed 
Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
And the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 

For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
And gross darkness the peoples: 

But the LORD shall arise upon thee, 
And his glory shall be seen upon thee. 

And nations shall come to thy light, 
And kings lo the brightness of thy rising. 

Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: 
They all l(athcr themsch·cs together, they come to thee: 

Thy sons shall come from far, 
And thy <laughters shall be carried in the arms. 

Then thou shalt see an<l be lightened, 
And thine heart shall tremble and be enlarged; 

Because the abundance of the sea shall be turned unto thee, 
The wealth of the nations shall come unto thee. 

The multitude of camels shall cover thee, 
The dromedaries of l\fidian and Ephah; 

They all shall come from Sheba, they shall bring gold and frankincense, 
And shall proclaim the praises of the LORD. 

All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered tol(ether unto thee, 
The rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee; 

They shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, 
And I will beautify the house of my glory. 

Who are these that fly as a cloud, 
And as the doves to their windows? 

Surely the isles shall wait for me, 
And the ships of Tarshish first, 

To bring thy sons from far, 
Their silver and their gold with them, 

For the name of the LORD thy God, 
And for the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee. 

And strangers shall build up thy walls, 
And their kings shall minister unto thee: 

For in my wrath I smote thee, 
But in my favour have I had mercy on thee. 
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Thy gates also shall be open continually, 
They shall not be shut day nor night; 

That men may bring unto thee the wealth of the nations, 
And their kings led with them: 

For that nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish: 
Yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted. · 

The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, 
The fir tree, the pine, and the box tree together; 

To beautify the place of my sanctuary, , 
And I will make the place of my feet glorious. 

And the sons of them that afflicted thee 
Shall come bending unto thee; 

And all they that despised thee 
Shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet. 

And they shall call thee the City of the LORD, 
The Zion oi the Holy One of Israel. 

Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, 
So that no man passed through thee, 

I will make thee an eternal excellency, 
A joy of many generations. 

Thou shalt also suck the milk of the nations, 
And shalt suck the breast of kings: 

And thou shalt know that I the LORD am thy saviour, 
And thy redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. 

For brass I will bring gold, 
And for iron I will bring silver, 

And for wood brass, 
And for stones iron. 

I will also make thy officers peace, 
And thine exactors righteousness; 

Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, 
Desolation nor destruction within thy borders; 

But thou shall call thy walls Salvation, 
And thy gales Praise. 

The sun shall be no more thy light by day, 
Neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: 
But the LoRD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, 

And thy God thy glory. 

Thy sun shall no more go down, 
Neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: 
For the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, 

And the clays of thy mourning shall be ended. 

Thy people also shall be all righteous, 
They shall inherit the land for ever; 
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The branch of my planting, 
The work of my hands, 

That I may be glorified. 
The little one shall become a thousand, 
And the small one a strong nation: 

I the LORD will hasten it in its time. 

v. - The Redeemer Come to Zion 

Isaiah 

22 

TuE REDEEMER. - The spirit of the Lord Goo is upon me; because the LORD 61 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that arc bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day 
oi Yengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, to gi,·c unto them a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaYiness; that they might be called trees of right
eousness, the planting of the LORI\ that he might be glorilied. 

Tm: REDEDIER (lo Zion). - And they shall build the old wastes, they shall 4 
raise up the former dc:<olationO', and they shall repair the waste cities, the desolations 
of many generations. Anrl strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and aliens shall 
be your plowmen and your vincdrcssers. But ye shall be named the priests of the 
LORD: men shall call yuu the ministers of our God: ye shall cat the wealth of the na
tions, and in their glory shall ye hoast yourselves. For your shame ye shall have 7 
double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land 
they shall posse,;s double: everlasting joy shall be unto them. For I the LORD love 
judgement, I hate robbery with iniquity; and I will give them their rccompencc in 
truth, and I will make an c\•crlasting coYcnant with them. And their seed shall be 
known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples: all that sec them 
shall acknowledge them. that they arc the seed which the LORD hath blessed. 

Z10s. - I will greatly rejoice ·in the LoRD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; ro 
for he hath clothecl me with the garments of salrntion, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with a garland, and as a 
bride adorneth herself with her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth her burl, and 
as the garden causeth the things that a re sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GoD 
will ca use righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the na lions. 

THE REDEDIER. - For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and [or Jerusalem's 62 
sake I will not rest, until her righteousness go forth as brightness, and her salvation as 
a lamp that humeth. And the nations shall sec thy righteousness, and all kings 
thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD 
shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown of beautv in the hand of the LORD, and a 
royal diadem in the hand or thy God. Thou shalt no more be tcm1ed Forsaken; 4 
neither shall thy Ian<! any more be termer! Desolate: but thou shalt be called' lfrphzi
hah,' and thy Ian cl ·Beulah': for the LORD 'delighteth' in thee, and thy land shall be 
',1arricd.' For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: 
and as the bridegroom rejoiccth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee. 

THE REDEE~LR (to tlze Watchmen). - I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0 6 
Jerusalem; they shall ne\'cr hold their peace day nor night: ye that arc the LORJJ's 
rcmembrancers, take ye no rest, and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. The LoRD hath sworn by his right hand, and by the 
arm of his strength: Surely I will no more give thy corn to he mcut for thine enemies; 
and strangers shall not drink thy wine, for the which thou hast laboured: but they 
that have garnered it shall eat it, and praise the LoRn; and they that have gathered 
it shall drink it in the courts of my sanctuary. 
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CHORUS OF WATCHMEN 

Go through, go through the gates; 
Prepare ye the way of the people; 

Cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; 
Lift up an ensign for the peoples. 

rr Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the earth, 

12 

63 

2 

4 

Say ye to the daughter of Zion, 
Behold, thy salvation cometh; 

Behold, his reward is with him, 
And his recompence before him. 

And they shall call them The holy people, 
The redeemed of the LORD: 

And thou shalt be called Sought out, 
A city not forsaken. 

VISION VII.-THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT 

i.-Judgement on the Nations 
CHORUS OF WATCHMEN 

Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
With crimsoned garments from Bozrah? 
This that is glorious in his apparel, 

Marching in the greatness of his strength? 

HE WHO COMETH 

I that speak in righteousness, 
Mighty to save. 

CHORUS OF WATCHMEN 

Wherefore art thou red 
In thine apparel, 
And thy garments 

Like him that treadeth in the winefat? 

HE WHO COMETH 

I have trodden the winepress alone; 
And of the peoples there was no man with me: 

Yea, I trod them in mine anger, 
And trampled them in my fury; 
And their lifeblood is sprinkled upon my garments, 
And I have stained all my raiment. 

For the day of vengeance was in mine heart, 
And the year of my redeemed is come. 
And I looked, and there was none to help; 
And I wondered that there was none to uphold: 
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Therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; 
And my iury, it upheld me. 

And I trod down the peoples in mine anger, 
And made them drunk in my fury, 
And I poured out their lifeblood on the earth. 

ii. - Judgement in Zion 

Isaiah 

6 

REPENTANT ISRAEL. - I will make mention of the lm·ingkindnesses of the LORD, 7 
and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us; and 
the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them ac
cording to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lm·ingkindnesses. For 
he said, Surely, they arc my people, children that will not deal falsely: so he was 
their sa\·iour. In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence 9 
sa\'ed them: in his lo,·e and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and 
carried them all the days of old. But they rebelled, and grie\•cd his holy spirit: 
therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them. Then 
his people remembered the ancient days of :tl!oscs: 'Where is he that brought them 
up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? where is he that put his holy spirit 
in the midst of them? that caused his glorious ann lo go at the right hand of ".\foscs? 12 

that divided the water before them, to make himself an everlasting name? that led 
them through the depths, as an horse in the wilderness, that they stumbled not? 
As the cattle that go down into the valley, the spirit of thP. LORD caused them to rest: r4 
so didst thou lead thy people, to make thyself a glorious name.' 

Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and 
of thy glory: where is thy zeal and thy mighty acts? the yearning of thy bowels and 
thy compassions are restrained toward me. For thou art our father, though Abra- 16 
ham knoweth us not, and Israel doth not acknowledge us: thou, 0 LORD, art our 
father; our redeemer from everlasting is thy name. 0 LoRD, why dost thou make us 
to err from thy ways, and hardencst our heart from thy fear? Return for thy serrnnts' 
sake, the tribes of thine inheritance. Thy holy people possessed it but a little while: 
our ad\'ersarics have trodden down thy sanctuary. \\'e are become as they over 
whom thou never barest rule; as they that were not called by thy name. Oh that 64 
thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldcst come down, that the mountains 
might flow down at thy presence; as when fire kindlcth the brushwood, and the fire 
causeth the waters to boil: to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the 
nations may tremble at thy presence! When thou didst terrible things which we 
looked not for, thou earnest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence. For 4 
from of old men have not heard, nor perceived by the car, neither hath the eye seen 
a God beside thee, which workcth for him that waitcth for him. Thou meetcsl him 
that rejoiceth and workcth righteousness, those that remember thee in thy ways: 
behold, thou wast wroth, and we sinned: in them have we been of long time, and 
shall we be saved? For we are all become as one that is unclean, and all our right- 6 
eousnesses are as a polluted garment: and we ali do fade as a leaf; an cl our iniquities, 
like the wind, take us away. And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that 
stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast 
consumed us by means of our iniquities. But now, () LoRD, thou art our father; we B 
are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all arc the work of thy hand. Be not 
wroth very sore, 0 LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, look, we be
seech thee, we are all thy people. Thy holy cities are become a wilderness, Zion is 
become a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. Our holy and our beautiful house, n 
where our fathers praised thee, is burned with fire; and all our pleasant things arc 
laid waste. Wilt thou refrain thyself for these things, O LORD? wilt thou hold thy 
peace, and afflict us very sore? _ 
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JEHOVAH IN JUDGEMENT 
65 I am inquired of by them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought 

me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my 
Judgement na~e. I have ~pread out my ~ands all the day unto .a rebellious people, 

wluch walkcth m a way that 1s not good, after their own thoughts; a 
people that provoketh me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens, and burnin" 
incense upon bricks; which sit among the graves, and lodge in the secret places~ 

.<,which eat swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their ves,;els; which 
say, Stancl by thyself, come not near to me, for I am holier than thou: these arc a 
smoke in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day. Behold, it is written before me: I 
will not keep silence, but will recomvense, yea, I will recompense into their bosom, 
your own iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers together, saith the LoRD, 
which have burned incense upon the mountains, and blasphemed me upon the hills: 
therefore will I first measure their work into their bosom. 

8 Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, 
Destroy it not, for a blcssir.g is in it: so will I do for my servants' sakes, that I may not 
Sal ti destniy them all. And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of 

va on Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and my chosen shall inherit it, and 
my servants shall dwell there. And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of 
Achor a place for herds to lie down in, for my people that have sought me. 

rr But ye that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a table 
for Fortune, and that fill up mingled wine unto Destiny: I will destine you to the 
J d t sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when I called, 

u gemen ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but ye did that which 
13 was evil in mine eyes, and chose that wherein I delighted not. Therefore thus saith 

the Lord Goo, Behold, my servants shall cat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my 
servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye 
shall lie ashamed: behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry 
for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit. And ye shall leave your 
name for a curse unto my chosen, and the Lord Goo shall slay thee. 

r6 And he shall call his servants by another name: so that he who blesseth himself 
in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and he that sweareth in the earth 

shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles arc forgotten, 
and because they are hid from mine eyes. For, behold, I create new 

heavens and a new earth: and the former things shall not be remembered, nor come 
into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, a11d 
joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice 

20 of crying. There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath 
not filled his clays: for the child shall die an hundred years old, and the sinner being 
an hundred years olcl shall be accursed. And they shall build houses, and inhabit 
them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shal! not build, 
and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another cat: for as the days of a tree 
shall be the days of my people, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands: 

Salvation 

23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for calamity; for they are the seed ot 
the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them. And it shall come to pass that, 
before they call, I will answer; and while they arc yet speaking, I will hear. The wolf 
and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox: and dust 
shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountai~, 

66 saith the LORD. Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth ts 
my footstool; what manner of house will ye build unto me? and what place shall be 
my rest? For all these things hath mine hand made, and so all these things came to 
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be, saith the Lmrn: but to this man will I look, even to him Lhat is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, and that trcmblcth at my word. 

He that killcth an ox is as he that slayeth a man; he that sacrifice th a lamb, as 3 
he that breaketh a dog's neck; he that offcreth an oblation, as he that oflercth swine's 
blood; he that burne~h frankincense, as he ~hat blesse~h an id~il: ye~, Jud ement 
they have chosen their own ways, and their soul dehghteth m their g 
abominations; I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; 
because when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they 
did that which was evil in mine eyes, and chose that wherein I delighted not. Hear the s 
word of the LORD, ye that tremble at his word: Your brethren that hate you, that cast 
you out for my name's sake, have said, Let the LORD be glorified, that we may see your 
joy; but they shall.be ashamed. 

CO.YFUSED CRIES 

A i•oice of tumult from tire city I 
A voice from tire temple I 

A voice of tire LORD tlzat renderelh recompence to his enemies/ 

vorcr:s OF THE SAVED 

Before sire. tra,•ailcd, size brouglzt forth; 7 
Before lzer pain came, she was delivered of a man clzild! 

Who hath lzcard such a thing? 
Who lzath seen such thin[;s? 

Shall a land be born in one day? 
Shall a nation be brou[;lrt forth at once? 

For as soon as Zion travailed, 
She brought forth her children! 

JEHOVAH 

Shall I bring lo the birth, and not cause to bring forlh? sailh the LORD: shall I 9 
that cause to bring forth shut the womb? saith Lhy God. Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, 
and be p;lad for her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that S 

1 1
. 

mourn O\'er her: that ye may suck and be satisfied with the breasts of her 3 va '00 

consolations; that ye may milk out, and be delighted with lhe abundance of her 
glory. For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will extend peace to lwr like a riYcr, and 12 

the p;lory of the nations like an O\'erfiowinp; stream, and ye shall suck thereof; ye 
shall be borne upon the side, and shall be dandled upon the knees. As one whom his 
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
And ye shall sec it, and your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like the 
tender p;rass: anrl the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants. 

And he will ha\'c indip;nation against his enemies. For, behold, the LORD will 15 
come with firr, and his chariots shall be like the whirlwind; to render his anger with 
fun', and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire will the LoRD plead, J t 
and hi' his sword, with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be manv. udgemen 
They 'that sanctify themselves and purify themselves to go unto the gard~ns, behind one 
in the midst, eatinp; swine's flesh, and the abominatlon, and the mouse; they shall 
come lo an end together, saith the LORD. For I know their works and their thoughls. 18 

I come to gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and shall sec my 
glory. And I will set a sip;n amonp; them, and I will send such as escape of them unto 
the nations, to Tarshish, Pul and Luci, that draw the bow, to Tubal and 

8 1 
. 

Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen 3 vatlon 
my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the nations. And they shall bring all 20 
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your brethren out of all the nations for an offermg unto the LORD, upon horses, and in 
chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain 
Jerusalem, saith the LORD, as the children of Israel bring their offering in a clean 

21 vessel into the house of the LORD. And of them also will I take for priests and for 
Levites, saith the LORD. For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will 
make, shall remain before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name 
remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one 
sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. 

2 4 And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have trans-
Judgement gressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire 
be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh. 



The Words of 

JEREMIAH 
the son of Hilkiah of the Priests that were in 

Anathoth in the land of Benjamin To whom 

came in the days of 

Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah 

lll the thirteenth year of his reign 

It came also in the days of 

J ehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah 

unto the end of the eleventh year of 

Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Juda], 

unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive 

in the fifth month 



Literary Remains of the Prophet 

Jerenzz"ah 

In Ten Books 

BOOK I. - Tbe Prop/Jet's Call and Manifesto 

BOOK II. - Miscellaneous Discourses a11d Sentences 

BOOK Ill. - Prophecies of !be Missio11ar_y journey 

BOOK IV. - Tbe Drought and Otber Prophecies 

BOOK V. - Discourses Founded on Pottery 

BOOK VI. - Prophecies for Rulers 

BOOK VII. - Occasional and Controversial Propbecies 

BOOK VIII. - Propbecies of tbe Restoration 

BOOK IX. - Incidental and Historical Propbecies 

BOOK X. - Dooms of tbe Nations 



BOOK I. -THE PROPHET'S CALL AND .MANIFESTO 

The Call of the Prophet 1 

Now the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the 4 
bellv I knew thee, and before thou earnest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee; 
I have appDinted thee a prophet unto the nations. 

Then said I, Ah, Lord GoD ! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 
But the LoRD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for to whomsoever I shall send 7 

thee thou shalt go, and whatsoever I shall command thee thou shalt speak. Be not 
alraid because of them: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. Then 
the LoRD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth; and the LORD said unto me, 
Behold, I ha\·e put my words in thy mouth: see, I ha\'e this day set thee over the 
nalions am! o\u the kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, and lo destroy and to 
o\'erthrow; to build, and to plant. 

~Iorcover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what sees! u 
thou> . .\nd I said, I see a rod of an 'almond' tree. Then said the Lo RD unto me, 
Thou hast well seen: for I 'watch' over my word to perform it. And the word of the 
LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What secs! thou? And I said, I see 
a seething caldron; and Lhe face thereof is from the north. Then the LORD said unto 14 
me, Out of the north evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. For, 
lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they 
shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the enterint:?; of the t:?;ates of Jeru
salem. and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of 
Judah. And I "·ill utter my judgements against them touching all their wickedness; r6 
in that they ha\'C forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and wor
shipped the works of their own hands. Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, 
and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at them, lest I dis
may thee before them. 

For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced cily, and an iron pillar, and r9 
brasen walls, against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against Lhe princes 
thereof, al(ainst the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. And they shall 
fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee, saith the 
~ORD, to de!i,·er thee. 

The Prophet's Manifesto 
l 

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Go, and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, 2 
sayinµ:, Thus saith the LORD: I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love 
of thine espousals; how thou wen test after me in the wilderness, in a land that was 
not sown. Israel was holiness unto the LORD, the firstfruits of his increase: all that 
de\'IJUr him shall bP held l(uilty; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD. Hear 
ye the word of the LORD, 0 house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel; 
thus saith the Lo1rn: What unrighteousness have your fathers found in me, that they 5 
are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and arc become vain? Neither 
said they, Where is the LORD that broul(ht us up out of the land of Egypt; that led us 
throuµ:h the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought 
and of the _shadow of death, through a land that none passed through, and where no 
man dwelt~ And I brought you into a plentiful land, to eat the fruit thereof and the 7 
goodness thereof; but when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage 
an abomination. The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle 
th~ law knew me not: the rulers also transgressed against me, and the prophets proph
esied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit. 
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9 Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children's 
children will I plPad. For pass over to the isles of Kittim, and sec; and send unto 
Kedar, and consider diligently; and see if there hath been such· a thing. Ila th a 
nation changed their gods, which yet are no gods? but my people have changed their 

12 glory for that which doth not profit. Be astonished, 0 ye heavens, al this, and be 
horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the Lo rm. For my people ha vc committed 
two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out 
cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. 

14 Is Israel a servant? is he a home born slave? why is he become a prey? The young 
lions have roared upon him, and yelled: and they have made his land waste; his 
citiPs arc hurned up, without inhabitant. The children also of Noph and Tahpanhcs 
have broken the crown of thy head. Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that 

1 s thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, when he led thee by the way? And now what 
hast thou Lo clo in the way lo Egypt, to drink the waters of Shihor? or what hast thou 
to do in the way to Assyria, to drink the waters of the River? Thine own wickedness 
shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore anrl sec 
that it is an evil thing and a bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy Gori, and that 

20 my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord, the Lotrn of hosts. For of old time thou hast 
broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not serve; for upon every 
high hill and under every green tree thou didst bow thyself, playing the harlot. Yd 
I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned in lo 
the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me? For though thou wash thee with 
lye, and Lake thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, said the Lord 

23 GoD. How canst thou say, I am not defiled, I have not gone after the Baalim? sec 
thy way in the valley, know what thou hast <lone: thou art a swift dromedary trav
ersing her ways; a wild ass used Lo the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind in her 
desire; in her occasion who can Lum her away? all they that seek her will not weary 
themselves; in her month they shall find her. Withhold thy foot from being unshod, 
and thy throat from thirst: but thou saiclst, There is no hope: no; for I have lo\'cd 

2 6 strangers, and after them will I go. As the thief is ashamed when he is found, so i,; 
the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and 
their prophets; which say to a slock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast 
brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and nol their face: but 
in the time of their trouble they'will say, Arise, an<l save us. But where are thy goc+s 
that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the time of th~ 
trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, 0 Judah. 

29 Wherefore will ye plead witb me? ye all have transgressed against me, saith the 
LORD. In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own 
sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion. 0 generation, sec ye 
the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? or a land of thick dark
ness? wherefore say my people, We are broken loose; we will come no morr unto thee' 

32 Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride ber attire? yet my people have for
gotten me days without number. How trimmest thou thy way to srck love! therefore 
even the wicked wom(•n hast thou taught thy ways. Also in thy skirts is found the 
blood of the souls of the innocent poor: I have not found it at the place of hrcakin,g in, 

35 but upon all these. Yet thou saidst, I am innocent; surely his anger is turner\ away 
from me. Behold, I will enter into judgement with thee, because thou sayest, I have 
not sinned. Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way? thou shalt be 
ashamed of Egypt also, as thou wasl ashamed of Assyria. From him also shalt thou 
go forth, with thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath rejected thy con
fidences, and thoµ shalt not prosper in them. 

3 They say, If a man put away his wife, ancl she go from him, and become another 
man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? But 
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thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD. 
Lift up thine eves unto the bare heights, and see; where hast thou not been lien with? 2 

Br the wa vs hast thou sat for them, as an Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast 
p0llutcd tl1e lanJ with thy whorcdoms and with thy wickedness. Therefore the show
ers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; yet thou hadst a whore's 
forehead, thou rdusedst to be ashamed. \Vilt thou not from this time cry unto me, 
':.\!y father, thou art the guide of my youth?' 'Will he retain his anger for ever? s 
will he keep it to the end?' Behold, thou hast spoken thus, but hast done evil things, 
and hast had thy way. 

II 

:.\IoreO\-cr the LORD said unto me (in the days of Josiah the king), Hast thou seen 6 
that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high !11ountain and 
under ncry green tree, and there hath played the harlot. And I said afte,r she had 
done all these things, She will return unto me; but she returned not: and her treacher
ous sister Judah saw it.' And I saw, when, for this very cause that back~liding Israel 
had committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a bill of divorcement, yet 
treacherous Judah her sister feared not; but she also went and played the harlot. 
:\nd it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that the land was polluted, 9 
and she committed adultery with stones and with stocks. And yet for all this her 
treacherous sister Judah hath not returned unto me with her whole heart, hut feigncdly, 
saith the LORD. And the LORD said unto me, Backsliding Israel hath shewn herself 
more righteous than treacherous Judah. Go, and proclaim these words toward the 
north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lmm; I will not look in 
anger upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, I will not keep anger for ever. 
Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy 13 
God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under e\"ery green tree, and ye have 
not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD. Return, 0 backsliding children, saith the 
LORD; for I am a husband unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a 
family, and I will bring you to Zion: and I will give you shepherds according to mine 
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding. And it shall come 16 
to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, 
they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the Lo RD; neither slmll it come to 
mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be 
done any mere. At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and 
all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lo1m, to Jerusalem: 
neither shall they walk any more after the stubbornness of their evil heart. In those 18 
days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come 
together out of the land of the north to the land that I gave for an inheritance unto 
your fathers. But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a 
pleasant land, the goodliest heritage of the nations? and I said, Ye shall call me My 
father; and shall not turn away from following me. Surely as a wife treacherously 
departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, 0 house of Is
rael, saith the LORD. 

A voice is heard upon the bare heights, the weeping and the supplications of the 21 

children of I sracl; for that they have perverted their way, they have forgo/ten the 
LORD their God. 

THE LORD. -- Return,. ye backsliding children, I will heal your backslidings. 
THE PEOPLE. - Behold, we are come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God. 

Truly in vain is the help that is looked for from the hills, the tumult on the mountains: 23 
truly in the LORD our Goel is the salvation of Israel. But the shameful thing hath 
devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds·, their 
sons and their daughters. Let us lie down in our shame, and let our confusion cover 
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us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth 
even unto this day: and we have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our Gori. 

4 Trrn LORD. - If thou wilt return, 0 Israel, saith the LORD, unto me shalt thou 
return: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of my sight, then shalt thou 
not be removed; and thou shalt swear, As the LORD liveth, in truth, in judgement, 
and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall 
they glory. 

III 

3 For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem, Break up your 
fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. Circumcise yourselves lo the LORD, and 
take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
lest my fury go forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of 
your doirtgs. 

5 THE LoRn. - Declare ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye 
the trumpet in the land: cry aloud and say, Assemble yourselves, and let us go into 
the fenced cities. Set up a standard toward Zion: flee for safety, stay not: for I will 
bring evil from the north, and a great destruction. A lion is gone up from his thicket, 
and a destroyer of nations; he is on his way, he is gone forth from his place; to make 
thy land desolate, that thy cities be laid waste, without inhabitant. 

8 THE PEOPLE. - For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: for the fierce 
anger of the LORD is not turned back from us. 

THE LORD. - And it shall come to pass at that day, that the heart of the king 
shall perish, and the heart of the princes; and the priests shall be astonished, and the 
prophets shall wonder. 

THE PROPHET. - Ah, Lord Gou! surely thou hast greatly deceived this people 
and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall have peace; whereas thesworcl reachcth unto the soul. 

II A CRY TO JUDAH AND JERUSALEM. - A hot wind from the bare heights in tlw 
wilderness toward the daughter of my people, not to fan, nor to cleanse. 

THE LoRD. - A full wind from these shall come for me: now will I also utter 
judgements against them. Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots shall 
be as the whirlwind: his horses are swifter than eagles. 

THE PEOPLE. - Woe unto us! for we are spoiled. 
14 THE PROPHET. - 0 Jerusalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, that thon 

mayest be saved. How long shall thine evil thoughts lodge within thee? 
A VorCF: FROM DAN AND THE Hru,.s OF EPHRAIM. - Make ye mention to the na

tions; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that watchers come from a far country, anrl 
give out their voice against the cities of Judah. 

17 THE LORD. - As keepers of a field are they against her round about; because 
she hath been rebellious against me, saith the LORD. Thy way and thy doings ha1·e 
procured these things unto thee; this is thy wickedness; for it is bitter, for it rcacheth 
unto thine heart. 

19 THE PEOPLE. - My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my 1·ery heart; my 
heart is disquieted in me; I cannot hold my peace; because thou hast heard, 0 my 
soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. Destruction upon destruction is 
cried; for the whole land is spoiled: suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains 
in a moment. How long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet? 

22 THE LORD. - For my people is foolish, they know me not; they are sottish 
children, and they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to do good 
they have no knowledge. 

IV 

23 VISION. - I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was waste and void; and the heavens, 
and they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills 
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11w1•ed to a11d fro. I beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heave11s 25 
were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful field was a wilderness, and all tlze cities thereof 
were brokm dvwn at tlze presence o/ tlze LORIJ, and be/ore his fierce anger. 

THE LORD. -·The whole land shall be a desolation; yet will I not make a full 27 
end. For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because I 
have spoken it, I have purposed it, and I have not repented, neither will I turn back 
from it. 

1 ·1sION conli1111ed. -The whole city fieeth /or the noise of the horsemen and bow
;nm; they go into the thickets, and climb up upon the rocks: every city is forsaken, 
<1ml not a man dwellcth therein. 

THE LORD. - And thou, when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though 30 

thou clothes\ thyself with scarlet, though thou deckest thee with ornaments of gold, 
though thou cnlargcst thine eyes with paint, in vain dost thou make thyself fair; thy 
lovers despise thee, they seek thy life. 

1·1sw.v co11tin11cd. - For I have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, the anfiuish JI 
as of her that bri111;i·th forth her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that gaspeth 
/or bre.1th, that sprc.1deth her hands. saying, Woe is me now! /or my soul /ai11teth be/ore 
Ilic murderers. 

v 

THE LORD. - Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, 5 
and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any 
that doeth justly, that seeketh truth; and I will pardon her. And though they say, 
As the LORD liYeth; surely they swear falsely. 

Trrn PROPHET. - 0 LORD, do not thine eyes look upon truth? thou hast stricken 3 
\lll'm, but they were not grieved; thou hast consume<! them, but they have refused to 
rcreiw correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have refused 
to return. Then I said, Surely these arc poor: they arc foolish; for they know not 
the way of the LoR!l, nor the judgement of their God: I will get me unto the great 
men, am! will speak unto them; for they know the way of the LORD, and the judge· 
ment of their God. But these with one accorcl have broken the yoke, and burst the 
hands. 

Tm: LORD. - Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, a wolf of the 6 
l"\Tnin~' shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch oYer their cities, every one that goeth 
011t thence ,;hall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions arc many, anrl their 
l1ark-lidin~,; arc increased. How can I pardon thee? thy children have forsaken me, 
and sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they com· 
milted adultery, and assembled themsclws in troops at the harlots' houses. They a 
wnc as fed horses in the meming: every one neighed after his neighbour's wife. 
Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: and shall not my soul be avenged 
on such a nation as this? 

VI 

THE LORD (to thr Enemy). - Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; hut make not Io 

a full end: take away her branches: for they are not the LoRn's. 
THE L01m. - For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very 

treacherously against me, saith the LORD. They have denied the LORD, ancl said, 
It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall we see sword nor famine: 
and the prophets sha)l become wind, and the word is not in (hem: thus shall it be done IJ 
unto them. Wherefore thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, Because ye speak thi; 
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word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it 
rs shall devour them. Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, 0 house of Israel: 

it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest 
not, neither understandcst what they say. Their quiver is an open sepulchre, they 
are all mighty men. And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy 
sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds: they 
shall cat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they shall beat down thy fenced cities, wherein 

rB thou trustest, with the sword. But even in those days, saith the LORD, I will not make 
a full end with you. And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore hath 
the LORD our God done all these things unto us? then shalt thou say unto them, 
Like as ye have forsaken me, and served strange gods in your land, so shall ye serve 
strangers in a land that is not yours. 

20 Declare ye this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying, Hear now 
this, 0 foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and sec not; 
which have ears, and hear not: Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble 
at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea, by a perpetual 
decree, that it cannot pass it? and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can 

23 they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it. But this people 
hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. Neither say 
they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the for
mer and the latter, in its season; that rescrveth unto us the appointed weeks of the 
harvest. Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have with-

26 holden good from you. For among my people are found wicked men: they watch, 
as fowlers lie in wait; they set a trap, they catch men. As a cage is full of birds, 
so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great, ancl waxen rich. 
They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass in deeds of wickedness: they plead 
not the cause, the cause of the fatherless, that they should prosper; and the right q[ 
the needy do they not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: 
shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 

3> A wonder[ul and horrible thing is come to pass in the land; the prophets prophesy 
falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to ha\•e it so: 
and what will ye do in the end thereof? 

6 A CRY OUT OF THE NORTH. - Flee for safety, ye children of Benjamin, out of 
the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa. and raise up a signal on Bcth
hacchercm: for evil looketh forth from the north, and a great destruction. 

THE LORD. - The comely and delicate one, the daughter of Zion, will I cut off. 
Shepherds with their flocks shall come unto her; they shall pitch their tents against 
her round about; they shall feed every one in his place. 

4 THE ENEMY. - Prepare ye war against her; arise, and let us go up at noon. 
THE PEOPLE. - Woe unto us! for the day dcclineth, for the shadows of the 

evening arc stretched out. 
THE ENEMY. - Arise, and let us go up by night, and let us destroy brr palaces. 

For thus hath the LORD of hosts said, Hew ye down trees, and cast up a mount against 
Jerusalem: this is the city to be visited; she is wholly oppression in the midst of her. 

7 THE LORD. - As a well casteth forth her waters, so she casteth forth her wicked-
ness: violence and spoil is heard in her; before me continually is sickness and wounds. 
Be thou instructed, 0 Jerusalem, lest my soul be alienated from thee; lest I make thee 
a desolation, a land not inhabited. 

VII 

9 THE LORD. -Thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall throughly glean the rem-
nant of Israel as a vine; turn again thine hand as a grapegatherer into the baskets. 
To whom shall I speak and testify, that they may hear? behold, their ear is 
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uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken: behold, the word of the Lonn is become 
unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it. Therefore I am full of the fury of u 
the Lonn; I am weary with holding in: pour it out upon the children in the street, 
and upon the assembly of young men together: for even the husband with the wife 
shall be taken, the aged with him that is full of clays. And their houses shall be turned 
unto others, their fields and their wives together: for I will stretch out my hand upon 
the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD. For from the least of them even unto the 13 
greatest oi them e"cry one is gi,-cn to co\'etousness; and from the prophet even unto 
the priest el'ery one dcaleth falsely. They have healed also the hurt of my people 
li~'htly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 'Vere they ashamed when they 
had committed abomin:ition? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they 
blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit them 
they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. 

Thus saith tlie LORD, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, 16 
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls: but 
thl'y said, \Ye will not walk therein. And I set watchmen over you, saying, Hearken 
to the sound of the trumpet; but they said, We will not hearken. Therefore hear, ye 
natinn>, and know, 0 congregation, what is among them. Hear, 0 earth: behold, 
I "·ill bring c,·il upon this people, e\·cn the fruit of their thoughts, because they have 
n1it hearkened unto my words; and as for my law, they haYe rejected it. To what 20 

purpose cometh there to me [rankinccnse from Sheba, ancl the sll'ect cane from a far 
r<'untry' your l1urnt o!Terings arc not acceptable, nor your sacrifices pleasing unto 
me. Thercforl' thus saith the Lmrn, Behold, I will lay st um blinghlocks before this 
!''""Pie: and tlw [alhers and th,· sons together shall stmnble against them; the neigh
bour and his friend shall perish. 

Tm: Lcrnn. - Thus saith the LoRn, Behold a people cometh from the north 22 

country; and a great nation shall be stirred up from the uttennosl parts of the earth. 
They lay hold on how and spear; they arc cruel, and have no mercy; their voice 
roareth like the sea, and they ride upon horses; C\-cry one set in array, as a man to the 
battle, against thee, 0 daughter of Zion. 

THE Pr.oPLF.. - \\"e ha\·e hearcl the fame thereof; our hands wax feeble: an· 24 
guish hath taken hold of us, and pangs as of a woman in trarnil. Go not forth into 
the licld, nor walk by the way; for there is the swonl of the enemy, and terror on every 
siclP. 0 daughter of my people, gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow thyself in ashes: 
make thee mourning, as for an only son, most bitter lamentation; for the spoiler shall 
suddenly come upon us. 

EP T LOG[' Jc (lo the Prop lie I) 

I ha,·c made thee a lower anrl a fortress among my people; tliat thou maye3t know 27 
and try their way. They arc all griel'ous rcvollers, going about with slanders; they arc 
lirass and iron: th"y all of them deal corruptly. The bellows blow (1crcely; the lead is 
co:isumed of the lire: in vain do they go on refining; for the wicked arc not pluckccl 
away. Refuse s!'n:r shall men call them, because the LORD hath rejcctecl them. 

HOOK //.-MISCELLANEOUS DISCOURSE""S AND SENTENCES 

The Temple. of the LORD are these 
The word that came to Jcre1]1iah from the Lmw, saying, Stanr\ in the gate of the 7 

LoRn's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the Lonn, 
all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship the LoRn. Thus saith the Lano 
of hosts, ~he ~od of Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you 
to dwell m this place. Trust ye not in lying words, saying, 
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The tern pie of the LORD, 
The tern pie of the LORD, 

The tern pie of the LORD are these ! 

5 For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye throughly execute judge
ment between a man and his neighbour; if ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other 
gods to your own hurt: then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I 
gave to your fathers, from of old even for evermore. Behold, ye trust in lying words, 

9 that cann~t profit. Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, 
and burn mccnse unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye have not known, 
and come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, 
We are delivered; that ye may do all these abominations? Is this house, which is 
called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen 
it, saith the LORD. But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I caused 
my name to dwell at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people 

13 Israel. And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and I spake 
unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye 
answered not: therefore will I do unto the house, which is called by my name, wherein 
ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to 
Shiloh. And I will cast you out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren, even 
the whole seed of Ephraim. 

16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, 
neither make intercession to me: for I will not hear thee. Seest thou not what they 
do in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? The children gather wood, 
and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead the dough, to make cakes to the 
queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may pro-

19 voke me to anger. Do they provoke me to anger? saith the LORD; do they not pro
voke themselves, to the confusion of their own faces? Therefore thus saith the Lord 
Gov: Behold, mine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, 
and upon beast, and upon ~le trees of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; 
and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched. 

21 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Add your burnt olTerings unto 
your sacrifices, and eat ye flesh. For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded 
them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt ofTer
ings or sacrifices: but this thing I commanded them, saying, Hearken unto my voice, 
and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the way that I 

24 command you, that it may be well with you. But they hearkened not, nor inclined 
their ear, but walked in their own counsels and in the stubbornness of their c1·il heart, 
and went backward and not forward. Since the day that your fathers came forth 
out of the land of Egypt unto this day, I have sent unto you all my servants the proph
ets, daily rising up early and sending them: yet they hearkened not unto me, nor 
inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff: they did worse than their fathers. 

27 And thou shalt speak all these words unto them; but they will not hearken to 
thee: thou shalt also call unto them; but they will not answer thee. And thou shalt 
say unto them, This is the nation that hath not hearkened to the voice of the LoRD 
their God, nor received instruction: truth is perished, and is cut off from their mouth. 

Topheth 
29 Cut off thine hair, 0 Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on 

the bare heights; for the LORD hath rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath. 
For the children of Judah have done that which is evil in my sight, saith the LORD: 
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t her haw set their abominations in the house which is c.alled by my name, to defile 
it. · And they ln\'e built the high places of Topheth, which is in the rnlley of the son 31 
of I linnorn, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded 
not, 1withcr came it into my mind. Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that it shall no more be c.alled Tophcth, nor The valley of the son of Hinnom, but The 
Yalle,· of Slaughter: for they shall bury in Topheth, till there be no place to bury . 
. -\nd the carcases of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the 33 
beasts of the ca rth; and none shall fray them away. Then will I cause to cease from 
the cities of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth and the voice 
of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride: for the land 
shall become a waste . 

.-\t that time, saith the LORD, they shall bring out the bones of the kings of Judah, 8 
and the l>ones of his princes, and the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, 
and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, out of their graves: and they shall 
spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they 
ha\'C kwed, and "·hom they ha Ye served, and after whom they have walked, and whom 
they ha,·e sought, and whom they have worshipped: they shall not be gathered, nor 
lie buried; they shall he for dung upon the face of the earth. And death shall be 3 
chosen rather than life by all the residue that remain of this evil family, which remain 
in all the places whither I have driven them, saith the LORD of hosts. 

The Hurt of the Daughter of my People 
Thus saith the L<rno: Shall men fall, and not rise up again" shall one turn away, 4 

and not return? \\'hy then is this people of Jerusalem sliclden back by a perpetual 
backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return. I hearkened and heard, 
but they spake not aright: no man repcnteth him of his wickedness, saying, What 
l1an~ I done? e\·cry one turneth to his course, as a horse that rusheth headlong in the 
l1:1lllc. \'ca, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle 7 
and the swallow and the crane observe the time of their ~oming; but my people know 
not Lhe ordinance of the LoRn. How do ye say, \Ve arc wise, and the law o[ the LoRD 
is with us? But, bl'holrl, the false pen of the scribes hath wrought falsely. The wise 
men are a,;hamcd, they arc dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejectC'd the word of 
the LoHI•; an cl what manner of wisdom is in them? Therefore will I give their wives 10 

unto othc·rs, and their fields to them that shall possess them: for every one from the 
Ic,ht cwn unto the greatest is gi\•en to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the 
pric,;t cn-ry one dcalcth falsely. And they have healed the hurt of the daughter of 
my people lightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. Were they ashamed 12 

wlwn they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither 
could Lhey blu>h: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their 
vi,itation they shall be cast down, saith the LORD. I will utterly consume them, 
saith the LORD: there shall be no grapes oh the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the 
leaf shall fade; and the things that I have given them shall pass away from them. 

THE PEOPLE. - Why clo we sit still' assemble yourselves, anrl let us enter into 14 

the defcnced cities, and let us be silent there: for the LORD our Goel hath put us to 
silence, and given us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned against the LORD. 
\Ye looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of healing, and behold dismay! 
The snorting of his hors,·s is heard from Dan: at the sound of the neighing of his 16 
strong ones the whole land trembleth; for they are come, and have devoured the 
land and all that is in it; the city and those that dwell therein. 

THE LORD. - For, behold, I will send serpents, basilisks, among you. which will 
not be charmed; and they shall bite you, saith the LORD. 
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18 THE PROPHET. - Oh that I could comfort myself against sorrow! my heart is 
faint within me. Behold, the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people from a 
land that is very far off -

"THE PEOPLE. - Is not the LORD in Zion? is not her King in her? 
"THE LORD. - Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven images, 

and with strange vanities? 
20 "THE PEOPLE. -The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved!" 

THE PROPHET. - For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt: I am 
black; astonishment hath taken hold on me. Is there no balm in Gilead? is there no 
physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered? 

9 Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people! Oh that I had in the 
wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go 
from them! for they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. And they 
bend their tongue as it were their bow for falsehood; and they are grown strong in 
the land, but not for truth. 

THE LORD. - For they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the 
4 LORD. Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in any brother: 

for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbour will go about with slan
ders. And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth: 
they have taught their tongue to speak lies; they weary themselves to commit iniquity. 
Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, 
saith the LORD. Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, I will melt them, 

8 and try them; for how else should I do, because of the daughter of my people? Their 
tongue is a deadly arrow; it speakcth deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neigh
bour with his mouth, but in his heart he layeth wait for him. Shall I not visit them 
for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this? 

A Lamentation for the Land 
ro THE PROPHET. - For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and 

for the pastures of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that 
none passeth through; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of 
the heavens and the beast are fled, they are gone. 

THE LORD. -And I will make Jerusalem heaps, a dwelling place of jackals; 
and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation, without inhabitant. 

12 THE PROPHET. - Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and who is 
he to whom the mouth of the LORD hath spoken, that he may declare it? wherefore 
is the land perished and burned up like a wilderness, so that none passeth through? 

THE LORD. - Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and 
have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; but have 'walked after the stub
bornness of their own heart, and after the Baalim, which their fathers taught them· 

15 therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I will feed them, 
even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. I will scattc1 
them also among the nations, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and 
I will send the sword after them, till I have consumed them. 

The Mourning Women 
17 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that 

they may come;. and send for the cunning women, that they may come: 'and let 
them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, 
and our eyelids gush out with waters.' For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion: 
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'How arc we spoiled! 
'We are greatly confounded, 

'Because we have forsaken the land, 
'Because they have cast down our dwellings.' 

Jeremiah 

Yet hear the word of the LORD, 0 ye women, and let your ear receive the word of 20 

his mouth; and teach your daughters wailing, and every one herneighbour lamentation. 

'For death is come up into our windows, 
'It is entered into our palaces; 

'To cut off the children from without, 
'And the young men from the streets.' 

Speak, Thus saith the LORD: The carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the 22 

open field, anrl as the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them. 

Sentences 
Thus saith the LORD: Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the 23 

mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him 
that gloriL·th ghry in t!1is, that he understandeth, and knoweth me, that I am the LORD 
which exercise loYingkindness, judgement, and righteousness, in the earth: for in 
these things I delight, saith the LORD. 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish all them which are cir- 25 
cumciscrl in their llllcircumcision; Egypt, and Judah, and E<lom, and the children 
of .\mmon, and :\Toab, and all that have the comers of their hair polled, that dwell 
in the wilderness: for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel 
arc uncircumcised in heart. 

Sentences on Idolatry. 
Hear ye the word which the LORD speakcth unto you, 0 hquse of Israel; thu" 10 

saith the Lo1m: Learn not the way of the nations, and be not dismayed at the signs 
of heawn; for the nations are dismayed at them. For the customs of the peoples arc 
Yanity: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the work
man with the axe; they deck it with sih·er and with gold; they fasten it with naib 
and with hammers, that it move not. They arc like a palm tree, of turned work, and 5 
speak not: they must needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; 
for they cannot do evil, neither is it in them to do good. 

There is none like unto thee, 0 LORD; thou art great, and thy name is great in 6 
might. Who would not fear thee, 0 King of the nations? for to thee doth it ap
pertain: forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their royal 
estate, there is none like unto thee, but they arc together brutish and foolish. 

The instruction of idols, it is but a stock. There is silver beaten into plates which 9 
is l1rought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the artificer and of the 
hands of the goldsmith; blue and purple for their clothing; they are all the work of 
cunning men. But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, and an everlasting 
king: at his wrath the earth trembleth, and the nations are not able to abide his in
dignation. 

Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the II 
earth, these shall perish from the earth, and from under the hea vcns. * 

*[This sente~ce is in Aramaic dialect. - E!>ITOR.] 
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12 He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wis-
dom, and by his undPrstanding hath he stretched out the heavens: when he uttcrcth 
his voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, and he causcth the vapours to 
ascend from Lhe ends of the earth; he makcth lightnings for the min, and bringcth 
forth the wind out of his treasuries. Every man is become brutish and is without 
knowledge; every goldsmith is put to shame by his graven image: for his molten 

rs image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. They arc vanity, a work of de
lusion: in the time of their visitation they shall perish. The portion of Jacob is not 
like these; for He is the former of all things; and Israel is the tribe of his inheritance: 
the LORD of hosls is his name. 

A Panic 
17 THE LORD. - Gather up thy wares out of the land, 0 th.ou that abides! in the 

siege. For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land 
at this time, and will distress them, that they may feel it. 

THE PEOPLE. - \Voe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: but I saicl, Truly 
this is my grief, and I must bear it. My lent is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: 
my children are gone forth of me, and they are not: there· is none lo stretch forth 
my lent any more, and to set up my curtains. 

21 THE LORD. - For the shepherds arc become brutish, and have not inr1uired of 
the LORD: therefore they have not prospered, and all their flocks are scattered. 

A VorcE; -The voice of a rumour, behold it cometh, and a great commotion out 
of the north country, to make the cities of Judah a desolation, a dwelling place of 
jackals. 

23 THE PEOPLE. - 0 LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not 
in man that walketh to direct his steps. 0 LORD, correct me, but with judgement; 
not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. Pour out thy fury upon the heathen 
that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy name: for they ha1·c 
devoured Jacob, yea, they J;iave devoured him and consumed him, and have laid 
waste his habitation. 

BOOK IIE.-PROPHECIES OF THE MISSIONARY JOURNEY 

The Commission to preach the Covenant 
11 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Hear ye the words of 

this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusa
lem; and say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel: Cursed be the 
man that hcareth not the words of this covenant, which I commanded your fathers 
in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the iron furnace, 
saying, Obey my voice, and do them, according to all which I command you: so 

s shall ye be my people, and I will be your God: that I may establish the oath which 
I sware unto your fathers, to give them a. land flowing with milk and honey, as at 
this day. 

Then answered I, and said, Amen, 0 LORD. 
6 And the LORD said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, and 

in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the words of this covenant, and do them. 
For I earnestly protested unto your fathers in the day that I brought them up out of 
the land of Egypt, even unto this day, rising early and protesting, saying, Obey my 

a voice. Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every one in the stub
bornness of their evil heart: therefore I brought upon them all the words of this cove
nant, which I commanded them to do, but they did them not. 
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Judah's Rejection of the Covenant 
And the LORD said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, 9 

and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They are turned back to the iniquities 
of their forefathers, which refused to hear my words; and they arc gone after other 
gods to sen"<? them: the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my cove
nant which I made with their fathers. Therefore thus saith the LORD: Behold, I 
will bring e\·il upon them, which they shall not be able to escape; and they shall cry 
unto me, but I "·ill not hearken unto them. Then shall the cities of Judah and the i2 

inhabitant:; of Jerusalem go and cry unto the gods unto whom they offer incense: 
but thev shall not save them at all in the time of their trouble. For according lo the 
numbei of thy cities are thy gods, 0 Judah; and according to the number of the streets 
oi Jerusalem ha,·e ye set up altars to the shameful thing, even altars to burn incense 
unto Baal. Therefore pray not thou for'this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer 
for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble. 

\Yhat hath my beloved to do in mine house, seeing she hath wrought lewdncs' '5 
with many, and the holy flesh is passed from thee? when thou doest evil, then thou 
rPjoicest. The LORD call~d thy name, A green olive tree, fair with goodly fruit: 
with the noi'e of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it 
are broken. For the LORD of hosts, that planted thee, hath pronounced evil against 
thee, because of the evil of the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, which they 
have wrought for themselves in provoking·mc lo anger by offering incense unto Baal. 

The "Conspiracy of Anathoth 
And the LORD gave rne knowledge of it, and I knew it: then thou shewedst me is 

their doings. But I was like a gentle lamb that is led to the slaughter; and I knew 
not that they had devised de\·ices against me, saying, Let us destroy the tree with the 
fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name may be 
no more remembered. But, 0 LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that tries! 
the reins and the heart, le't me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I re
,·eale<l my cause. Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the men of Ajlathoth,,, 
that seek thy life, saying, Thou shalt not prophesy in the name of the LoRD, that thou 
die not liy our hand; therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will punish 
them: the young men shall die by the sword; their sons and their daughters shall die 
by famine; and there shall be no remnant unto them: for I will bring evil upon the 
men of Anathoth, even the year of their visitation. 

THE PROPHET. - Righteous art thou, 0 LORD, when I plead with thee: yet would 12 
I reason the cause with thee: wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? where
fore are all they at ease that deal very treacherously? Thou hast planted them, 
yea, they have taken root; they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near 
in their mouth, and far from their reins. But thou, 0 LORD, knowest me; thou 3 
seest me, and tries! mine heart toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, 
and prepare them for the day of slaughter. How long shall the land mourn, and 
the herbs of the whole country wither? for the wickedness of them that dwell 
therein, the beasts are consumed, and the birds; because they said, He shall not 
see our latter end. 

THE LORD. - If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, s 
then how canst thou contend with horses? and though in a land of peace thou art 
secure, yet how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? For even thy brethren, and 
the house of thy father, even they have dealt treacherously with thee; even they have 
cried aloud after thee: believe them not, though they speak fair words unto thee. 
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Sentences 
7 I have forsaken mine house, I have cast off mine heritage; I have given the dearly 

beloved of my soul into the hand of her enemies. 

Mine heritage is become unto me as a lion in the forest: she hath uttered her voice 
against me; therefore I have hated her. 

Is mine heritage unto me as a speckled bird of prey? are the birds of prey against 
her round about? 

10 Go ye, assemble all the beasts of the field, bring them to devour. Many shepherds 
have destroyed my vineyard, tbey have trodden my portion under foot, they have 
made my pleasant portion a desolate wildt;rness. They have made it a desolation; 
it mourneth unto me, being desolate; the whole land is made desolate, because no 
man layeth it to heart. 

Spoilers are come upon all the bare heights in the wilderness: for the sword of the 
LORD devoureth from the one end of the land even lo the other encl of the land: no 
flesh hath peace. 

13 They have sown wheat, and have reaped thorns; they have put themselves to pain, 
and profit nothing: and ye shall be ashamed of your fruits, because of the fierce anger 
of the LORD. 

The LORD and his Evil Neighbours 
14 Thus saith the LORD against all mine evil neighbours, that touch the inheritance 

which I have caused my people Israel to inherit: Behold, I will pluck them up from 
off their land, and will pluck up the house of Judah from among them. And it shall 
come to pass, after that I have plucked them up, I will return and have compassion on 
them; and I will bring them again, every man to his heritage, and every man to his 

16 land. And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learp the ways of my people, 
to swear by my name, As the LORD liveth; even as they taught my people to swear 
by Baal; then shall they be built up in the midst of my people. But if they will not 
hear, then will I pluck up that nation, plucking up and destroying it, saith the LORD. 

Emblems of the Girdle and the Bottle 
13 Thus said the LORD unto me, Go, and buy thee a linen girdle, and put it upon thy 

loins, and put it not in water. So I bought a girdle according to the word of the LORD, 
and put it upon my loins. And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, 
saying, Take the girdle that thou hast bought, which is upon thy loins, and arise, go 
to Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock. So I went, and hid it by Eu-

6 phrates, as the LORD commanded me. And it came to pass after many days, that the 
LORD said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from thence, which 
I commanded thee to hide there. Then I went to Euphrates, and diggcd, and took 
the girdle from the place where I had hid it: and, behold, the girdle was marred, it 
was profitable for nothing. Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Thus 
saith the LORD: After this manner will I mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride 

10 of Jerusalem. This evil people, which refuse to hear my words, which walk in the 
stubbornness of their heart, and are gone after other gods to serve them, and to worship 
them, shall even be as this girdle, which is profitable for nothing. For as the girdle 
cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave unto me the whole house of 
Israel and the whole house of Judah, saith the LORD; that they might be unto me for 
a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory: but they would not hear. 
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Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this word: Thus saith the LORD, the God r2 
of Israel, E\·erv bottle shall be filled with wine: and they shall say unto thee, Do we 
11llt know that ewry bottle shall be filled with wine? Then shalt thou say unto them, 
Thus saith the LoRD: Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the kings 
that sit upon Da\·id's throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, with drunkenness. And I will dash them one against another, even the 
fathers and the sons together, saith the LORD: I will not pity, nor spare, nor have com
passion, that I should not destroy them. 

Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath spoken. Give glory to rs 
the LoRn your God, before he cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the 
dark mountains; and, while ye look for light, he turn it into the shadow of death, and 
make it gross darkness. But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret for 
your pri<l<·; and mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the 
LoRn's flock i,; taken captive. 

Say thou unto the king and to the queC'n-mother, Humble· yourselves, sit down: 18 
ior your headtire& are come down, e\·en the crown of your glory. The cities of the 
Stluth are shut up, and there is none to open them: Judah is carried away captive 
all of it; it is wholly carried away captive. Lift up your eyes, and behold them that 
come from the north: where is the flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock? 
\\"hat wilt thou say, when he shall set thy friends over thee as head, seeing thou thyself 21 

hast instructed them against thee? shall not sorrows take hold of thee, as of a woman 
in travail? And if thou say in thine heart, Wherefore are these things come upon me? 
for the greatness of thine iniquity are thy skirts discovered, and thy heels suffer violence. 

Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also 23 
do good, that are accustomed to do e\"il. Therefore will I scatter them, as the stubble 
that passcth away, by the wind of the wilderness. This is thy lot, the portion meas
ured unto thee from me, saith the LORD; because thou hast forgotten me, and trusted 
in falsehood. Therefore will I also discoYer thy skirts upon thy face, and thy shame 
shall appear. J ha\·e seen thine abominations, even thine adulteries, and thy neigh- 27 
ing,, the lewdness of thy whoredom, on the hills in the field. Woe unto thee, 0 
Jerusalem! thou wilt not be made clean; how long shall it yet be? 

HOOK IV. -THE DROUGHT AND OIHFR PROl'HECIES 

A Rhapsody of the Drought 
Juda/1 111ourncth, and t/1e gates thereof languish; they sit in black upon the ground; 14 

and t/1e cry of Jerusalem is gone up. 
,Ind their nobles send their little ones to the waters: they come to the pits, and find 

1w water; they rc/11m with their vessels empty: they are ashamed and confounded, and 
coc•rr their heads. 

Because of the 1:ro11nd which is chapt, for that no rain hath been in the land, the 4 
plowmen arc ashamed, they cnver their heads. 

l' ea, the hind also in the firld calveth, and forsake/It her young, because there is no 
grass. And t/1e wild asses stand on the bare heights, they pant for air like jackals; 
their eyes jail, because there is no herbage. 

REPENTANT ISRAEL. - Though our iniquities testify against us, work thou for thy 7 

name's sake, 0 Lo Rn: fer our backslidings are many; we have sinned against thee. 
0 thou hope of Israel, the saYiour thereof in the time of trouble, why shouldest thou be 
as a sojourner in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a 
night? Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that cannot save? 
yet thou, 0 LORD, art in the midst of us, and we arc called by thy name; leave us not. 
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10 THE PROPHET --Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Even so have they loved 
to wander; they have not refrained their feet: therefore the LORD doth not accept 
them; now will he remember their iniquity, and visit their sins. 

THE LORD (to the Prophet). - Pray not for this people for their good. When they 
fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and ohlatio:l, I will 
not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by 
the pestilence. 

13 THE PROPHET. - Ah, Lord Goo! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall 
not sec the sword, neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in 
this place. 

THE LORD. - The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither 
have I commanded them, neither spake I unto them: they prophesy unlo you a lying 
vision, and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their own heart. 

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and 
I sent them not, yet tHcy say, Sword and famine shall nol be in this land: By sword 
and famine shall those prophets be consumed. And the people to 'Yhom they proph
esy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; 
and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wi1·es, nor their sons, nor their 

17 daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them. And thou shall say this 
word unto them, 'Let mine eyes run down with tears night and clay, and let them not 
cease; for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very 
grievous wound. If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! 
and if I enter into the city, then behold them that arc sick with famine! for both the 
prophet and the priest go about in the land and have no knowledge.' 

19 REPE~TANT ls RAEL. - Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul loathed 
Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? We looked for peace, 
but no good came; and for a time of healing, and behold dismay! We acknowledge, 
0 LORD, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for ·.ve ha Ye sinned against 

21 thee. Do not abhor us, for thy name's sake; do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: 
remember, break not thy covenant with us. Are there any among the vanities of the 
heathen that can cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, 0 
LORD our God? therefore we will wait upon thee; for thou hast made all these things. 

15 THE LORD (to the Prophet). -Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet 
my mind could not be toward this people: cast them out of my sight, and let them go 
forth. And it shall come to pass, when they say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth? 
then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the LORD: Such as arc for death, lo death; and 
such as are for the sword, to the sword; and such as arc for the famine, to the famine; 

3 and such as are for captivity, to captivity. And I will appoint over them four kinds, 
saith the LORD: the sword to slay, and the dogs to tear, and the fowls of the heaYen, 
and the beasts of the earth, to devour and to destroy. And I will cause them to he 
tossed to and fro among all the kingdoms of the earth, because of l\fanasseh the son 
of Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in Jerusalem. For who shall. have 
pity upon thee, 0 Jerusalem? or who shall bemoan thee? or who shall tum aside to 

6 ask of thy welfare? Thou hast rejected me, saith the LORD, thou art gone backward: 
therefore have I stretched out my hand against thee, and destroyed thee; I am weary 
with repenting. And I have fanned them with a fan in the gates of the land; I ha\'e 
bereaved them of children, I have destroyed my people; they have not returned from 

8 their ways. Their widows are increased to me above the sand of the seas: I have 
brought upon them against the mother of the young men a spoiler at noonday: I ha1'c 
caused anguish and terrors to fall upon her suddenly. She that hath borne se\'l·n 
\anguisheth; she hath given up the ghost; her sun is gone down while it was yet day; 
she hath been ashamed and confounded: and the residue of them will I deliver to 
the sword before their enemies, saith the LORD. 
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THE PROPHET. - Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of 10 

strife and a man of contention to the whole earth! I have not lent on usury, neither 
ha,·e men lent to me on usury; yet every one of them doth curse me. 

THE LORD (lo Ilic Propl1et). - Verily I will strengthen thee for good; verily I will 
cause the enemy to make supplication unto thee in the time of evil and in the time of 
affiiction. 

THE LORD (lo llu People). - Can one break iron, even iron from the north, and 12 

brass> Thy substance and thy treasures will I give for a spoil without price, and that 
for all thy sins, e\·en in all thy borders. And I will make thee to serve thine enemies 
in a land which thou knowest not: for a fire is kin<lled in mine anger, which shall 
burn upon you. 

REPDITA1'T ISRAEL. - 0 LORD, thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, 15 
and a\·cngc me of my persecutors; take me not away in thy longsulTering: know that 
for thy sake I have suffered reproach. Thy words were found, and I did cat them; 
and thy words \\"Cre unto me a joy and the rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called 
by thy name, 0 LORD God of hosts. I sat not in the assembly of them that make 17 
merry, nor rejoiced: I sat alone because of thy hand; for thou hast filled me with in
dignation. \\'hy is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to 
he healed? wilt thou indeed be unto me as a deceitful brook, as waters that fail? 

THE LORD. - Therefore thus saith the LoRD: If thou return, then will I bring 19 

thee again, that thou mayest stand before me; and if thou take forth the precious 
from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth: they shall return unto thee, but thou shalt 
not return unto them. 

EPILOGUE (to the Prophet) 

And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen wall; and they shall fight 20 

against thee, hut they shall not prevail against thee: for I am with thee to save thee 
and lo deliwr thee, saith the LORD. And I will rleliver thee out of the hand of the 
wicked, and I will rede(m thee out of the hand of the terrible. 

The Doom of the Land 
The word of the LoRD came also unto me, saying: Thou shalt not take thee a wife, 16 

neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in this-place. For thus saith the LoRD 
concerning the sons and concerning the daughters that are born in this place, and con
cerning their mothers that hare them, and concerning their fathers that begat them in 
this lan<l: They shall die of grievous deaths; thev shall not he lamented, neither shall 
they be buried; they shall be as dung upon the face of the ground: and they shall be 
consumed by the sword, and by famine; and their carcases shall be meat for the fowls 
of heaven, and for the beasts of the earth. For thus saith the LoRD, Enter not into 5 
the house of mourning, neither go to lament, neither bemoan them: for I have taken 
away my peace from this people, saith the LORD, even lovingkindness and tender 
mercies. Both great and small shall die in this land: they shall not he buried, neither 
shall men lament for them, nor cut themselves nor make themselves bald for them: 
neither shall men break bread for them in mourni~g, to comfort them for the dead; neither 
shall men give them the cup of consolation to drink for their father or for their mother. 
And thou shalt not go into the house of feasting to sit with them, to eat and to drink. B 
For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will cause to cease out 
of this place, before your eyes and in your days, the voice of mirth and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride. And it shall come 
to pass, when thou shalt shew this people all these words, and they shall say unto 
thee, Wherefore hath the LORD pronounced all this great evil against us? or what is 
our iniquity? or what is our sin that we have committed against the LORD our God? 
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II then shalt thou say unto them, Because your faLhers have forsaken me, saith Lhe LORI\ 
and have walked after other gods, and have sen·ed them, and have worshipped them, 
and have forsaken me, and have not kept my law; and ye have done evil more than 
your fathers; for, behold, ye walk every one after the stubbornness of his evil heart, 
so that ye hearken not unto me: therefore will I cast you forth out of this land into the 
land that ye have not known, neither ye nor your fathers; and there shall ye serve 
other gods day and night; for I will shew you no favour. 

14 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, 
As the LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 
hut, As the LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the 
north, and from all the countries whither he had driven them: and I will bring 
them again into their land that I gave unto their fathers. Behold, I will send [er 
many fishers, saith the LORD, and they sholl fish them; and afterward I will send for 
many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, 
and out of the holes of the rocks. 

17 For mine eyes arc upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is 
their iniquity concealed from mine eyeS. And first I will recompense their iniquity 
and their sin double; because they have polluted my lanrl with the carcasl's of their 
detestable things, and have filled mine inheritance with their abomimtions. 

'9 Trrn PROPHET. - 0 LORD, my strength, and my strong hold, and my refuge in 
Lhe day of affiiction, unlo thee shall the nations come from the ends of Lhc earth, and 
shall say, Our fathers have inheriled nought bullies, even vanity and thin.gs wherein 
there is no profit. Shall a man make unto himself gods, which yet arc no gods? 

THE LORD. - Therefore, behold, I will cause them to know, this qncc wiil I cause 
them to know mine hand and my might; and they shall know that my name is Jehovah. 

Sentences 
17 The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and wiL'1 the point of a diamond: it is 

graven upon the table of their heart, and upon the horns of yc,ur altars; whilst their chil
dren remember their altars and their Asherim by the green trees upon the high hills. 

3 0 my mountain in the field, I will giYc thy substance and all thy treasures for a 
spoil, and thy high places, because of sin, throughout all Lhy borders. And thou, even 
of thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that I ga,·c lhce; and I will cause thee 
to serve thine enemies in the land which thou knowest not: for ye haYe kindled a 
fire in mine anger which shall bum for ever. 

S Thus saith the LORD: Cursed is the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh 
his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LoRD. For he shall be like the heath in 
the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places 
in the wilderness, a salt land and not inhabited. 

7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is. For he 
shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreacleth out his roots by the river, 
and shall not fear when heat cometh, but his leaf shall be green; and shall not be care
ful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit. 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and it is desperately sick: who can know it? 
I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, according to the fruit of his doings. 

11 As the partridge that gathereth young which she hath not brought forth, so is he 
that getteth riches, and not by right; in the midst of his clays they shall leave him, and 
al his end he shall be a fool. 
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.\ glorious throne, set on high from the beginning, is the place of our sanctuary. 12 

0 LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed. 

They tld: depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have for
saken the LORD, the fountain of living waters. 

A Prayer under Persecution 
Heal me, 0 LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved: for thou 14 

art my praise. Behold, they say unto me, Where is the word of the LORD? let it 
come now. As for me, I have not hastened from being a shepherd after thee; neither 
have I desired the woeful day; thou knowest: that which came out of my lips was 
before thy face. Be not a terror unto me: thou art my refuge in the day of evil. 
Le,t them be ashamed that persecute me, but let not me be ashamed; let them be 18 
dismayed, but let not me be dismayed: bring upon them the day of evil, and destroy 
them with double destruction. 

The Sabbath 
Thus said the LORD unto me: Go, and stand in the gate of the children of the 19 

people, whereby the kings of Judah come in, and by the which they go out, and in all 
th~ gates of Jerusalem; and say unto them, Hear ye the word of the LORD, ye kings 
of Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, that enter in by these 
~ates; thus saith the LORD: Take heed to yourseh·es, and hear no burden en the sab
bath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; neither carry forth a burden out 22 

of ~·our houses on the sahhath day, neither do ye any work: hut hallow ye the sabbath 
day, as I commanded your fathers; but they hearkened not, neither inclined their ear, 
but made their neck stiff, that they might not hear, and might not recei,·e instruction. 
And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the LoRD, to bring in 2.1 
no burden through the gates of this city on the sabbath clay, but to hallow the sabbath 
day, to do no work therein; then shall there enter in by the gates of this city kings and 
princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in cha riots and on horses, they, and 
their princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: anrl this city shall 
remain for ever. And they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places 26 
round about Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from the lowland, and 
from the mountains, and from the South, bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and 
oblations, and frankincense, and bringing sacrifices of thanksgiving, unto the house of 
the LORD. But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath clay, an<l not to ZJ 
bear a burden anrl enter in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; tht'n will 
I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it 
shall not be quenched. 

BOOK V. - DISCOURSES FOUNDED ON POTTERY 

Clay in the Hand of the Potter 
The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Arise, and go down to 18 

the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. Then I went down 
to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought his work on the wheels. And when 
the vessel that he made of the clay was marred in the hand of the poller, he made it 
again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. 

Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 0 house of Israel, cannot I do with 5 
you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay in the potter's hand, so arc ye 
in mine hand, 0 house of Israel. At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, 
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8 and concerning a kingdom, lo pluck up an<l lo break <lawn and to dP,stroy it; if that 
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil 
that I thought to do unto them. And at what instant I shall speak concerning a 
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil in my sight, 
that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would 

u benefit them. Now therefore go to, speak to the men of Judah, and to the inhabit
ants of Jerusakm, sayin~, Thus saith the LORD: Behold, I frame evil against you, 
and devise a device against you: return ye now every one from his evil way, and 
amend your ways and your doings. But they say, There is no hope: for we will 
walk after our own devices, and we will do every one after the stubbornness of his evil 
heart. 

13 Therefore thus saith the LORD: Ask ye now among the nations, who hath heard 
such things; the virgin of Israel hath done a very horrible thing. Shall the snow of 
Lebanon fail from the rock of the field? or shall the cold waters that flow down from 
afar be dried up? For my people hath forgotten me, they have burned incense" to 
vanity; and they have caused them to stumble in their ways, in the ancient paths, to 

16 walk in bypaths, in a way not cast up; lo make their land an astonishment, and a 
perpetual hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished, and shake his 
head. I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy; I will look upon their 
back, and not their face, in the day of their calamity. 

* 18 Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law 
shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the 
prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any 
of his words. 

19 Give heed to me, 0 LORD, and hearken lo the voice of them that contend with me. 
Shall evil be recompensed for good? for they have digged a pit for my soul. Re· 
member how I stood before thee to speak good for them, to tum away thy fury from 
them. Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and give them over to the 
power of the sword; and let their wives become childless, anc;I widows; and let their 

22 men be slain of death, and their young men smitten of the sword in battle. Let a cry 
be heard from their houses, when thou shalt bring a troop suddenly upon them: for 
they have digged a pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet. Yet, LORD, thou 
knowest all their counsel against me to slay me; forgive not their iniquity, neither blot 
out their sin from thy sight: but let them be overthrown before thee; deal thou with 
them in the time of thine anger. 

The Potter's Bottle 
19 Thus said the LORD, Go, and buy a potter's earthen bottle, and take of the elders 

of the people, and of the elders of the priests; and go forth unto the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, which is by the entry of the gate of Potsherds, and proclaim there the words 
that I shall tell thee; and say, Hear ye the word of the LORD, 0 kings of Judah, and 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, 
I will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever heareth, bis ears shall tingle. 

4 Because they have forsaken me, and have estranged this place, and have burned in
cense in it unto other gods, whom they knew not, they and their fathers and the kings 
of Judah; and have filled this place with the blood of innocents; and have built the 
high places of Baal, to bum their sons in the fire for burnt offerings unto Baal; which 
I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind: therefore, behold, the 
days come, saith the LORD, that this place shall no more be called Topheth, nor The 

7 valley of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of Slaughter. And I will make void the 
counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; and I will cause them to fall by the 
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sword before their enemies, and by the hand of them that seek their life: and their 
carcases will I p;iYe to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the Leasts of the 
earth. And I will make this city an astonishment, and an hissing; every one that 8 
passcth thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the plagues thereof. And 
I will cause them to cat the tksh of their sons and the flesh of their <laughters, and they 
shall eat nay one the flesh of his friend, in the siege and in the straitness, wherewith 
their enemies, and they that seek their life, shall straiten them. Then shalt thou ro 
break the bottle in the sight of the men that go with thee, and shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Even so will I break this people and this city, as one 
breakcth a potter's \'esscl, that cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury in 
Tophcth, till there be no place to bury. Thus will I do unto this place, saith the LORD, 12 

and to the inhabitants thereof, e\·en making this city as Topheth: and the houses of 
Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, which arc defiled, shall be as the 
place of Topheth, e\·en all the houses upon whose roofs they have burned incense unto 
all the host of heaYcn, and have poured out drink offerings unto other gods. 

Then came Jeremiah from Topheth, whither the LORD had sent him to prophesy; 14 
and he stood in the court of the LORD'S house-, and said to all the people: Thus saith 
the LORD flf hosts, the God of Israel, Ilehold, I will bring upon this city and upon all 
her town,; all the ,.,·ii that I ha\'e pronounced against it; because they have made their • 
neck stiff, that they might not hear my words. 

:\ow I'ashhur the son of Im mer the priest, who was chief officer in the house of 20 
the LoRn, hear<l Jeremiah prophesying these things. Then Pashhur smote Jeremiah 
the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the upper gate of Benjamin, which 
\\·a,- in the house of the LORD. And it came to pass on the morrow, that Pashhur 
brnup;ht forth Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then said Jeremiah unto him, The Lmw 
hath not called thy name Pashhur, but 'Magor-missabib.' For thus saith the LORD, 4 
Behold, I will make thee 'a terror to thyself, and to all thy frien<ls': and they shall 
fall by the sworrl of their enemies, and thine eyes shall behold it: and I will give all 
Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive to 
Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword. Moreover I will give all the riches of 
this city, and all the gains thereof, and all the precious things thereof, yea, all the 
treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their enemies; which shall 
spoil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon. And thou, Pashhur, and all 6 
that dwell in thine house shall go into captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, 
and there thou shalt die, and there shalt thou be buried, thou, and all thy friends, 
to whom thou hast prophesied falsely. 

Meditations under Persecution 
0 LORI\ thou hast enticed me, and I was enticed: thou art stronger than I, and 7 

hast prevailed: I am become a laughingstock all the day, every one mocketh me. 
For as o[Len as I speak, I cry out; I cry, Violence and spoil: because the word of the 
LORD is made a reproach unto me, and a derision, all the day. And if I say, I will 
not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name, then there is in mine heart 
as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with forbearing, and I 
cannot contain. For I have hc1rd the defaming of many, terror on every side. 'De- 10 

nounce, and we will <lenounce him,' say all my familiar friends, they that watch for 
my halting; peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against him, and 
we shall take our revenge on him. But the LORD is with me as a mighty one and a 
terrible: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they 
shall be greatly ashamed, because they have not dealt wisely, even with an ever
lasting dishonour which shall never be forgotten. Ilut, O LORD of hosts, that tries! 12 
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the righteous, that seest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them; 
for unto thee have I revealed my cause. 

13 Sing unto the LORD, praise ye the LORD: for he hath delivered the soul of the 
needy from the hand of evil-doers. 

* 14 Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let not the day wherein my mother bare 
me be blessed. Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A 
man child is born unto thee; making him very glad. And let that man be as Lhe cities 
which the LORD overthrew, and repented not: and let him hear a cry in the morning, 
and shouting at noontide; because he slew me not from the womb; and so my mother 

18 should have been my grave, and her womb always great. Wherefore came I forth 
out of the womb to see labour and sorrow, that my days should be consumed with 
shame? 

BOOK V/. -PROPHECIES FOR RUL!:."'RS 

On the Approach of Nebuchadrezzar 
21 The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when king Zedekiah sent unto 

him Pashhur the son of .M alchiah, and Zephaniah the son of M aaseiah the priest, . 
saying, Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us; for N ebuchadrezzar king of Baby/011 
maketh war against us: peradventure the LORD will deal with us according to all his 
wondrous works, that he may go up from us. Then said Jeremiah unto them: 

4 Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah, Thus saith the I.ORD, the God of Israel: Rehold, 
I will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against 
the king of Babylon, and against the Chaldeans which besiege you, without the walls, 
and I will gather them into the midst of this city. And I myself will fight against you 
with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in 

6 great wrath. And I will smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: the} 
shall die of a great pestilence. And afterward, saith the LORD, I will deliver Zede
kiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the people, even such as are left in this city 
from the pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuch
adrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he shall smite them with the edge of the sword; he 

8 shall not spare them, neither have pity, nor have mercy. And unto this people thou 
shalt say, Thus saith the LORD: Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way 
of death. He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and 
by the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and falleth away to the Chaklcans that bc-

10 siege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey. For I have set my face 
upon this city for evil, and not for good, saith the LORD: it shall be given into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall bum it with fire. 

A Warning to the Royal House 
11 And touching the house of the king of Judah, hear ye the word of the LORD: 0 

house of David, thus saith the LORD, Execute judgement in the morning, and deliver 
the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go forth like fire, and burn 
that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. Behold, I am against thee, 
Q inhabitant of the valley, and of the rock of the plain, saith the LORD; ye which say, 
Who shall come down against us? or who shall enter into our habitations? and I will 
punish you according to the fruit of your doings, saith the LORD: and I will kindle a 
fire in her forest, aDd it shall devour all that is round about her. 
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An Appeal to the Royal House 
Thus said the LORD, Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there 22 

this word, and o;ay: llear the word of the LORD, 0 kif!g of Judah, thal sittest upon the 
thwnc of David, thou, and thy sen·ants, and thy people that enter in by these gates. 
Thus saith the Lo Rn: Execute ye judgement and righteousness, and deli1•er the spoiled 
out of the hancl of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence, to the stranger, 
the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place. For if ye do 4 
this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting upon 
the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his sen·ants, and his 
people. But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the LORD, that 
this house shall become a desolation. For thus saith the LORD concerning the house 
of the king of Judah: Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet surely 
I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited. And I will prepare 7 
destroyers against thee, eYery one with his weapons: and they shall cul clown thy 
choice cedar:;, and cast them into the fire. And many nations shall pass by this city, 
and they shall say every man to his neighbour, Wherefore hath the LoRD done thus 
unto this great city? Then they shall answer, Because they forsook the covenant of 9 
the LORD their God; and worshipped other gods, and served them. 

On Shallum 
\\' eep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: 

But weep sore for him that goeth away; 
For he shall return no more, 

Nor see his native country. 

IO 

For thus saith the LORD touching Shall um the son of Josiah, king of Judah, which II 
reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of this place: He shall not 
return thither any more; but in the place whither they have led him captive, there 
shall he die, and he shall sec this land no more. 

On Jehoiakim 
Woe unto him that huildcth his house by unrighteousness, 

Ancl his chambers by injustice; 
That useth his neighbour's service without wages, 

And giveth him not his hire; 

That saith, I will build me a wide house and spacious chambers, 
And cutteth him out windows; 

And it is cicled with cedar, 
And painted with vermilion. 

13 

Shalt thou reign, because thou strivest to excel in cedar? did not thy father eat 15 
and drink, and do judgement and justice? then il was well with him. He judged 
the cause of the poor an<! needy; then it was well. Was not this to know me? saith 
the LORD. But thine eyes and thine heart are not but [or thy covetousness, and for 
to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence, to do it. Therefore 18 

thus saith the LORD concerning Jchoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: They 
s~all not lament for him, Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for 
him, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory! He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn 
and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem. 
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On Coniah 
20 Go up to Lebanon, and cry; 

And lift up thy .voice in Bashan: 
And cry from Abarim; 

For all thy lovers are destroyed. 

21 I spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath 
been thy manner from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice. The wind shall 
feed all thy shepherds, and thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou 
be ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness. 

0 inhabitant of Lebanon, 
That makest thy nest in the cedars, 

How greatly to be pitied shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, 
The pain as of a woman in travail! 

2{ As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were 
the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; and I will give thee into 
the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them of whom thou art afrairl, 
even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylol), and into the hand of the 
Chaldeans. And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another 

?.7 country, where ye were not born; and there shall ye die. But to the land where
unto their soul longeth to return, thither shall they not return. 

Is this man Coniah a despised broken vessel? 
Is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? 

Wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, 
And are cast into the land which they know not? 

2 9 0 earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD. Thus saith the LORD, Write 
ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed 
shall prosper, sitting upon. the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah. 

Sentences 
23 Woe unto the shepherds that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith 

the LORD. Therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, against the shepherds 
that feed my people: Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, anrl ha\'e not 
visited them; behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD. 

3 And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries whither I have 
driven them, and will bring them again lo their folds; and they shall be fruitful anrl 
multiply. And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they 
shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be lacking, saith the LORD. 

5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute judgement and 
justice in the land. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: 
and this is his name whereby he shall be called, The LORD is our righteousness. 

7 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that they shall no more say, 
As the LORD liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 
hut, As the LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of 
Israel out of the north country, and from all the countries whither I had driven them; 
and they shall dwell in their own land. 
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On False Prophets 9 

Mine heart within me is broken, all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man, 
and like a man whom wine hath overcome; because of the LORD, and because of 
his holy words. For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land ro 
moumeth; the pastures of the wilderness are dried up; and their course is evil, and 
their force is not right. For both prophet and priest are profane; yea., in my house 
ha\•e I found their wickedness, saith the LORD. Wherefore their way shall be unto 
them as slippery places in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and fall therein: 
for I will bring e\"il upon them, even the year of their visitation, saith the LORD . 
. .\nd I ha ,.c seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied by Baal, and caused 13 
my people Israel to err. In the prophets of Jerusalem also I have seen an horrible 
thing; they commit adultery, and walk in lies, and they strengthen the hands of evil
doers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they arc all of them become unto 
me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. 

There[ore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets: Behold, I will 15 
feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from the pro
phets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land. Thus saith the LoRD 
of ho.; ts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you; they 
teach you vanity: they speak a Yision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of 
the LORD. They say continually unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, 17 

Ye shall ha,·e peace; and unto every one that walketh in the stubbornness of his own 
heart they say, :"lo evil shall come upon you. For who hath stood in the council of 
the LORD, that he should percei\"e and hear his word? who hath marked my word, 
and heard it? Behold, the tern pest of the LORD, e\"en his fury, is gone forth, yea, a 
whirling tempest: it shall burst upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the LORD 20 

shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the intents of his 
heart: in the latter days ye shall understand it perfectly. I sent not these prophets, 
yet they ran: I spake not unto them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in 
my council, then had they caused my people to hear my words, and had turned them 
from their e\·il way, and from the eYil of their doings. Am I a God at hand, saith the 23 
LORD, and not a God afar off? Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not 
see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD. I have 
heard whaf the prophets have said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I ha\'e 
dreamed, I have dreamed. How lon11: shall this be in the heart of the prophets that 
prophesy lies; eYcn the prophets of the deceit of their own heart? which think to 27 
cause my people to forget my name by their dreams which they tell every man to his 
neighbour, as their rather' forgat my name for Baal. The prophet that hath a dream, 
let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
\\"hat is the straw to the wheat? saith the LORD. Is not my word like as fire? 
saith the LORD; and like a hammer that brcaketh the rock in pieces? 

Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, that steal my words 30 
e\"ery one from his neighbour. Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the LORD, 
that use their tongues, and say, He saith. Behold, I am against them that prophesy 
lying dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their 
lies, and by their vain boasting: yet I sent them not, nor commanded them; neither 
shall they profit this people at all, saith the LORD. And when this people, or the 33 
prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, saying, What is the burden of the Lmm? then 
shalt thou say unto them, What 'burden!' I will cast you off, saith the LORD. 
And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, that shall say, 'The 'burden' 
of the LORD, I will even punish that man and his house. Thus shall ye say every one 
lo his neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath the LORD answered? and, 
What hath the LORD spoken? And the •burden' of the LORD shall ye mention no 36 
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more: for every man's own word shall be his 'burden'; for ye haw perverted the 
37 words of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God. Thus shalt thou say to the 

prophet, Wbat hath the LORD answered thee? and, What hath the LORD spoken? 
But if ye say, The 'burden' of the LORD; therefore thus saith the LORD: Because ye 
say this word, The 'burden' of the LORD, and I have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall 
not say, The 'burden' of the LORD; therefore, behold, I will utterly forget you, and 
T will cast you off, and the city that I gave unto you and to your fathers, away from 

40 my presence: and I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual 
shame, which shall not be forgotten. 

BOOK Vl/.-OCCASIONAL AND CONTROVERSIAL PROPHECIES 

Emblem of the Figs 
24 The LORD shewed me, and, behold, two baskets of figs set before the temple of 

the LORD; after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried away captive 
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the 
craftsmen and smiths, from Jerusalem, and had brought them to Babylon. One 
basket had very good figs, like the figs that arc first ripe: and the other basket had 

3 very bad figs, which could not be eaten, they were so bad. Then said the Lmrn 
unto me, What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I said, Figs; the good figs, very good; 
and the bar!, very bad, that cannot be eaten, they arc so bad. And the word of the 
LORD came unto me, saying, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel: Like these good 
figs, so will I regard the captives of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into thr 

6 land of the Chaldeans, for good. For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I 
will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; 

. and I will plant them, and not pluck them up. And I will give them an hmrl to know 
me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for 

B they shall return unto me with their whole heart. And as the bad figs, which cannot 
be eaten, they are so bad; surely thus saith the LORD, So will I ~ive up 7.-erlekiah the 
king of Judah, and his princes, and the residue of Jerusalem, that remain in this land, 
and them that dwell in the land of Egypt: I will even give them up to be tossed to and 
fro among all the kingdoms of the earth for evil; to be a reproach and a proverb, 

10 a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them. And I wlII send the 
sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among them, till they be consumed from o/T 
the land that l gave unto them and lo their fathers. 

The Cup of the LORD'S Fury 
25 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth 

year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah; the same was the first year of 
Nebuchadrczzar king of Babylon; the which Jeremiah Ilic prophet spake unto all 
the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jcmsalem, saying: 

3 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, even unto 
this day, these three and twenty years, the word of the LORD bath come unto me, and 
I have spoken unto you, rising up early and speaking; but ye have not hearkened. 
And the LoRD hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising up early and 

s sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear; saying, 
Return ye now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell 
in the land that the LORD hath given unto you and to your fathe~s, from of old and even 
for evermore: and go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and 
provoke me not to anger with the work of your hands; and I will do you no hurt. 
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\'et vc haw not hearkened unto me, saith the LORD; that ye might provoke me to 
ange.r with the work of your hands to your .own hurt. Therefore thus saith the LORD B 
of hosts: Because ye have not heard my words, behold, I will send and take all the 
families of the north, saith the LORD, and I will send unto Nebuchadrezzar the king 
of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the in
habitants thereof, and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly de
>trov them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desola
tion~. ?.Iorem·cr I will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, ro 
the rnirc of the bridegroom and the rnice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, 
and the light of the candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an as
tonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. And 
it ,;hall come lo pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the 
king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of 
the Chaldeans; and I will make it desolate for ever. And I will bring upon that 13 
land all my words which I have pronounced against it, even all that is written in this 
book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations. For many nations 
and great kings shall serve themseh•cs of them, eYen of them: and I will recompense 
them acrnrding to their deeds, and according to the work of their hands. 

For thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto me: Take the cup of the wine of 15 
thi:; fun· at mv hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, lo drink it. 
And they shall· drink, and reel to and fro, and be mad, because of the sword that I will 
send among them. Then took I the cup at the LoRD's hand, and made all the nations 
to drink, unto whom the LORD had sent me: Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, 
and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a desolation, an astonish
ment, an hissing, and a curse; as it is this day; Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his ser-19 
\"3nls, an cl his princes, and all his people; and all the mingled people, and all the 
king,; of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, 
and Gaza, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod; Edom, and Moab, and the chil
dren of Ammon; and all the kings of Tyre, and all the kings of Zidon, and the kings 
of the isle which is beyond the sea; Dedan, and Terna, and Buz, and all that have the 23 
corners of their hair polled; and all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the 
mingled people that dwell in the wilderness; and all the kings of Zimri, and all the 
kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes; and all the kings of the north, far and 
near, one with another; and all the kingdoms of the world, which arc upon the face 
of the earth: ancl the king of .Sl)csl)acl) shall drink after them. And thou shalt say 27 
unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Drink ye, an cl be drunken, 
and spue, and fall, and rise no more, because of the sword which I will send among 
you. And it shall he, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, then shalt 
thou say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Ye shall surely drink. For, lo, 
I begin to work evil at the city which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly 
unp•inished' Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon all the 
inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore prophesy thou against 30 
them all these words, and say unto them, The LORD shall roar from on high, and utter 
hi,; \"oice from his holy habitation; he shall mightily roar against his fold; he shall 
gi\"e a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. 
A noise shall come even to the end of the earth; for the LORD hath a controversy 
with the nations, he will plead with all flesh;. as for the wicked, he will give them lo 
the sword, saith the LORD. 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation lo nation, 32 
and a great tempest shall be raised up from the uttermost parts of the earth. And the 
slain of the LORD shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other 
end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall 
be dung upon the face of the ground. Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow 
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yourselves in ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the days of your slaughter are fully 
35 come, and I will break you in pieces, and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. And the 

shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape. A voice 
of the cry of the shepherds, and the howling of the principal of the flock! for the Lano 
layeth waste their pasture. And the peaceable folds are brought to silence because of 

38 the fierce anger of the LORD. He hath forsaken his covert, as the lion: for their land 
is become an astonishment because of the fierceness of the oppressing sword, and be
cause of his fierce anger. 

Controversy over the Destruction of the Temple 
26 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, came 

this word from the LORD, saying, Thus saith the LORD: Stand in the court of the 
LORD'S house, and speak unto all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the 
LORD'S house, all the words that I command thee to speak unto them; keep not back 
a word. It may be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way; that I 
may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the evil of 

4 their doings. And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD: if ye will not 
hearken to me, to walk in my law, which I have set before you, to hearken to the words 
of my servants the prophets,. whom I send unto you, even rising up early and sending 
them, but ye have not hearkened; then will I make this house like Shiloh, and will 
make this city a curse to all the nations of the earth. 

7 And the priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words in the house of the LORD. And it came lo pass, when Jeremiah had made an 
end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the people, 
that the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold on him, saying, Thou 
shalt surely die. Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Lonn, saying, This 
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant? Ancl 
all the people were gathered unto Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 

10 And when the princes of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king's 
house unto the house of the LORD; and they sat in the entry of the new gate of thr 
LORD'S house. Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all 
the people, saying, This man is worthy of death; for he hath prophesied against this 
city, as ye have heard with your ears. Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes ancl 
lo all the people, saying: The LoRD sent me to prophesy against this house and against 

13 this city all the words that ye have heard. Therefore now amend your ways and your 
doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LoRD will repent him of 
the evil that he hath pronounced against you. But as for me, behold, I am in ymir 
hand: do with me as is good and right in your eyes. Only know ye for certain that, 
if ye put me to death, ye shall bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this 
city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the LORD hath sent me unto you 

16 to speak all these words in your ears. Then said the princes and all the people unto 
the priests and to the prophets: This man is not worthy of death; for he hath spoken 
to us in the name cf the LORD our God. Then rose up certain of the elders of the 
land, and spake to all the assembly of the people, saying, Micaiah the l\Iorashtite 
prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah; and he spake to all the people 
of Judah, saying, 'Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Zion shall be plowed as a field, anrl 
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of 

19 a forest.' Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did 
he not fear the LORD, and intreat the favour of the LORD, and the LORD repented him 
of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus should we commit great 
evil against our own souls. 

20 And there was also a man that prophesied in the name of the LORD, Uriah the son 
of Shemaiah of Kiriath-jearim; and he prophesied against this city and against 
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this lane! acrorrling to all the words of Jeremiah: and when Jehoiakim the kinp;, 21 

with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard his words, the king sought to put 
him to death; but when Uriah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt: 
and Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Achbor, 
an<l certain men with him, into Egypt: and they fetched forth Uriah out of Egypt, 23 
and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who slew him with the sword, and cast 
his <lead bocly into the graves of the common people. But the hand of Ahikam the 
snn of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they should not give him into the hand of the 
people to put him to death. 

The Prophecy of the Yoke 
In the hcginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 27 

came this mml unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Thus saith the LORD to me: 
'.\lake thee bancls anrl bars, and put them upon thy neck; and send them to the king 
of Eclom, and to the king of '.\Ioab, and to the king of the children of Ammon, and to 
the king of Tyre, and to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come 
to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of J 1dah; and give them a charge unto their mas- 4 
tcrs, saying, Thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel: Thus shall ye say unto 
your master,;; I ha1·e made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the face 
of the earth, hy my great power and by my outstretched arm; and I give it unto whom 
it scemeth right unto me. And now have I given all these lands into the hand of 
:\cbuchadnczzar the king of Babylon, my ser\·ant; and the beasts of the field also 
h,1n· I gi1·en him to sen·e him. And all the nations shall serve him, and his son, and 7 
his son',; son, until the time of his own land come: and then many nations and great 
kin,!.(s shall sen«? themselves of him. And it shall come to pass, that the nation and 
the kingdom 11·hich will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and that 
11·ill not put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, 
saith the LoRll, with the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I 
have consumed them by his hand. But as for you, hearken ye not to your prophets, 9 
nor to your di1·inns, nor to your dreams, nor to your soothsayers, nor to your sorcerers, 
which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they proph
esy a lie unto you, to rem01·e you far from your land; and that I should drive you 
out ancl ye shoulcl perish. But the nation that shall bring their neck under the yoke 
of the king of Babylon, ancl sen·e him, that nation will I let remain in their own 
land, saith the Lonn; and they shall till it, and dwell therein. 

And I spake lo Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these words, saying, Bring 12 

your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and 
li1·e. "'hy will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and by the 
pestilence, as the LoRD hath spoken concerning the nation that will not serve the king 
of Babylon? And hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto you, 
saying, Ye shall not sen·e the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. 
For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, but they prophesy falsely in my name; 15 
that I might dri1·c you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the prophets that prophesy 
unto you. Also I spake to the priests and to all this peoplc, saying, Thus saith the 
LfJRD: Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, 
Behold, the vessels of the LoRn's house shall now shortly be brought again from 
Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. Hearken not unto them; serve the kinp; 17 
of Babylon, and live: wherefore should this city become a desolation? But if they 
be prophets, and if the word of the LORD be with-them, let them now make interces
sion to the LORD of hosts, that the vessels which arc left in the house of the LORD, 
and in .the house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. For 
thus. saith the LORD of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, and con
cerning the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels that are left in this city, 
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20 which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away caplive 
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, fr~m Jerusalem to Babylon, and 
all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem; yea, thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God 
of Israel, concc;ning the vessels that are left in the house of the LORD, and in the 
house of the kmg of Judah, and at Jerusalem: They shall be carried to Babylon 
and there shall they be, until the day that I visit them, saith the LORD; then will i 
bring them up, and restore them to this place. 

28 And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king 
of Judah, in the fourth year, in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azzur the 
prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the LORD, in the pres
ence of the priests and of all the people, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, 

3 the God of Israel, saying: I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within 
two full years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of the Lom:!s house, 
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this place, and carried them to 
Babylon: and I will bring again to this place Jcconiah the son of Jchoiakim, king of 
Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went to Babylon, saith the LORD: for I 

5 will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the 
prophet Ilananiah in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people 
that stood in the house of the LORD, even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the LORD 
do so: the LORD perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the 
vessels of the LORD'S house, and all them of the capti\•ity, from Babylon unto this 

7 place. Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine cars, and in the 
cars of all the people: The prophets that ha vc been before me and before thee of old 
prophesied against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, 
and of pestilence. The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the 
prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath 

10 truly sent him. Then Hananiah the prophet took the bar from ofT the prophel Jere
miah's neck, and brake it. And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, 
saying, Thus saith the LORD: Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon within two full years from off the neck of all the nations. And the 
prophet Jeremiah went his.way. 

12 Then the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, after that Hananiah the prophet 
had broken the bar from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Go, and tell 
Hananiah, saying, Thus saith the LoRD: Thou hast broken the bars of wood; bul 
thou shalt make in their stead bars of iron. For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they 
may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: and I ha Ye 

15 given him the beasls of the field also. Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah 
the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; the LORD hath not sent thee; but t;10u makest 
this people to trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will send thee 
away from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast spoken 
rebellion against the LORD. So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the 
seventh month. 

Epistle to the Elders of the Captivity 
29 Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem 

unto the residue of the elders of the captivity, and to the priests, and to the proplzcts, 
and to all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem 
to Babylon: (after that Jeconiah the king, and the queen-mother, and the eunuclzs, 
and the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the craftsmen, and the smiths, were de
parted from Jerusalem:) by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah 
the son of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchad 
nezzar king of Babylon,) saying: 
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Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all the captivity, whom I 4 
haYe caused to be carried away captive from Jerusalem unto Babylon: Build ye houses, 
and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and cat the fruit of them; take ye wives, 
and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters 
to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; and multiply ye there, and be 
not diminished. :\nd seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried 7 
away captiYc, ancl pray unto the LoRD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have 
peace. For thus saith the LoRn of hosts, the God of Israel: Let not yonr 
prophets that be in the midst of you, and your diviners, deceive you, nei
ther hearken ye to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. For they prophesy 
falsclv uillo you in mv name: I have not sent them, saith the Lo1m. For thus saith re 
the r:oRD, A.ftcr seventy years be accomplished for Babylon, I will visit you, and per
form my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. For I know 
the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and nol of 
CYil, to give you hope in yonr latter end. And ye shall call upor, me, and ye shall 
go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and fine! r3 
me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, 
saith the LORD, and I will tum again your captivity, and I will gather you from all 
the nations, and from all the places whither I have cl riven you, saith the LORD; and 
I will bring you again unto the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive. 
For ye have sairl, The LORD hath raised us up prophets in Babylon. For thus sailh 16 
the LoRn concerning the king that sittcth upon the throne of David, and concerning 
all the pcnple that dwell in this city, your brethren that are not gone forth with you 
into captiviLy; thus saith tho LORD of ho:its: Beholcl, I will send upon them the sword, 
the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like vile ligs, that cannot be eaten, 
they are so bad. And I will pursue afler them with the sword, with the famine, and rs 
with the pestilence, and will deliver them to be tossed to and fro among all the king
doms of the earth, lo be an execration, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and a 
n·proach, among all the nations whither I have driven them: because they have not 
hearkened to my words, saith the LORD, wherewith I sent unto them my servants the 
prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith the LORD. 
lkar ye therefore the word of the LORD, all ye of the captivity, whom I have sent away 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning Ahab the son of 2r 

Kolaiah, and concerning Zedekiah the son of ~laaseiah, which prophesy a lie unto you 
in my name: ·Behold, I will clelivcr them into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon; and he shall slay them before your eyes; and of them shall be taken up a 
curse by all the captives of Judah which are in Babylon, saying, The LORD make thee 
like Zedekiah and like ;\hab, whom Lhe king of Babylon roasted in the lire: because 23 
they haYe wrought folly in Israel, anrl have committed adultery with their neigh
bours' wives, and have spoken words in my name falsely, which I commanded them 
nol; and I am he that knoweth, and am witness, saith the LORD. 

And concerning Shemaiah the Nchdamite thou shalt speak, saying, Thus speaketh 2 4 
the Lo1<1> of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Bemuse thou hast sent Ic>ttcrs in thine 
own name unto all the people that arc at Jeru5'tle'"!1, anrl lo Zephaniah the son of 
.\laaseiah the priest, ancl to all the priests, saying, 1"/1c LORJJ hath made tlm: pritsl in 
lite stead of J c/1oiada the prirst, that ye should be officers in the house of the LORD, /or 
c;,•cry man that is mad, and maketlt lzimsel/ a prophet, that thou s/1ouldcsl put him ill 
Ilic stocks and in sltacklcs. 1'\'ow there/are, why hast thou no/ rebuked Jeremiah o/ 27 
~111at/10tlz, w/1icl1 make/It himself a prophet to you, /orasmuch as he hath sent unto us 
in Babylon, saying, Tlzc captivity is long: build ye houses, and dwell in tltcm; and 
plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them? and Zephaniah the priest read this letter in 
the ears of Jeremiah the prophet: then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, 
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31 saying, Send to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the LoRn concerning 
Shemaiah the Nehelamite: Because that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you, and l 
sent him not, and he hath caused you to trust in a lie; therefore thus saith the LORD, 
Behold, I will punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite, and his seed; he shall not have a 
man to dwell among Lhis people, neither shall he behold the good that I will do unto 
my people, saith the LORD: because he hath spoken rebellion against the LORD. 

BOOK VIII.-PROPHECIES OF THE RESTORATION 

Preface 

30 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Thus speaketh the I.ORD, the 
God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a boo/1. 
For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will turn again the captivity of my people 
Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave 
to their fathers, and they shall possess it. 

And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah. 

The Restoration of Judah 
5 For thus saith the LORD: We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of 

peace. Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth traYail with child: wherefore do I 
see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in trarnil, and all faces are 
turned into paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even 
the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be sa\·ed out of it. 

B And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break 
his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bands; and strangers shall no 
more serve themselves of him: but they shall serve the LORD their God, and David 
their king, whom I will raise up unto them. Therefore fear thou not, 0 Jacob my 
servant, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, 0 Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from 
afar, and thy seed from the land of their captiviLy; and Jacob shall return, and shall 

rr be quiet and at case, and none shall make him afraid. For I am with thee, saith the 
LORD, to save thee: for I will make a full end of all the nations whither I have scat
tered thee, but I will not make a full encl of thee; but I will correct thee with judge-
ment, and will in no wise leave thee unpunished. . 

For thus saith the LORD, Thy hurt is incurable, and thy wound grievous. There 
is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound up:· thou hast no healing 

qmedicines. All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee not; for I have 
wounded thee with the wound of an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one; for 
the greatness of thine iniquity, because thy sins were increased. \Vhy criest thou for 
thy hurt? thy pain is incurable: for the greatness of thine iniquity, because thy sins 
were increased, I have done these things unto thee. 

16 Therefore all they that dc\'Our thee shall be devoured; and all thine adversaries, 
every one of them, shall go into captivity; and they that spoil thee shall be a spoil, 
and all that prey upon thee will I give for a prey. For I will restore health unto thee, 
and I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the LORD; because they ha,·e called thee 
an outcast, saying, It is Zion, whom no man seeketh after. Thus saith the LORD: 
Behold, I will turn again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have compassion on his 
dwelling places; and the city shall be builded upon her own heap; and the palace 

19 shall remain after the manner thereof. And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving 
and the voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply them, and they shall not 
be few; I will also glorify them, and they shall not be small. Their children also shall 
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be as aforctime, and their congregation shall be established before me, and I will punish 
all that oppress them. And their prince shall be of themselves, and their ruler shall pro- 21 

cced from the midst of them; and I will cause him lo draw near, and he shall approach 
unto me: for who is he that hath had boldness to approach unto me? saith the LORD. 
And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

The Restoration of Israel 
H~hol<l, the tempest of the LORD, even his fury, is gone forth, a sweeping tempest: 23 

it shall burst upon the head of the wicke<l. The fierce anger of the LORD shall not 
return, until he haYe execute<l, and till he have performed the intents of his heart: 
in the latter clays ye shall understand it. 

At that time, saith the LoRn, will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they 31 
shall be my people. Thus saith the LoRD, The people which were left of the sword 
found grace in the wilderness; e,·en Israel, when lwent lo cause him to rest. The 
LoRn appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I haYe lO\·ed thee with an eYcrlasting 
low: therefore with lovingkinclness ha,·e I drawn thee. Again will I build thee, an<l 
thou shalt be built, 0 Yir,gin of Israel: again shalt thou be adorned with thy tabrcts, 
and shalt go forth in the dances of them that make merry. Again shalt thou plant 5 
,;neyarrls upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy 
the fruit thereof. For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the hills of 
Ephraim shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God. for 
thus saith the LORD, Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout for the chief of the nations: 
publish ye, prai,;c Yl', anrl say, 0 Lrmn, saYe thy people, the rPmnant of Israel. Be- a 
hold, I "·ill bring them from the north country, and gather them from the uttermost 
parts of the earth, anrl with them the blind anrl the lame, the woman with chil<l and 
hn that tra\·ailcth "·ith child together: a great company shall they return hither. 
They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I will cause 
them to walk by ri\"l'rs of waters, in a straight way wherein they shall not stumble: for 
I aq1 a father to Israel, anrl Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the wnrd of the LORD, 0 ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off; and 10 

say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his 
flock. For the LORD hath ransomed Jacob, and redeemed him from the hand of him 
that was stronger than he. And they shall come and sin)!; in the height of Zion, and 
shall tlnw together unto the goodness of the LORD, to the corn, and to the wine, and 
to the oil, and to the young of the tlock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a 
wakrcrl garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all. Then shall the \'ir11:in 13 
rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old together: for I will Lum their 
mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. 
And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied 
with my goodness, saith the LORD. 

Thus saith the LORD: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weep- 15 
ing, Rachel weeping for her children; she refuseth to be comforted for her children, 
because thcv are not. 

Thus saith the Lord: Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: 
for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lonn; and they shall come again from the 
la~d of the enemy. And there is hope for thy latter end, saith the LORD; and thy 
children shall come again to their own border. 

I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus, Thou hast chastised me, 18 
and I was chastised, as a calf unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be 
turned; for thou art the LORD my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; 
and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even con
founded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth. 
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20 • Is Ephraim my dear son? i~ he 3: pleasant child? for as often as I speak against 
him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him· I 
will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LORD. ' 

Sentences 
21 Set thee up waymarks, make thee guide-posts: set thine heart toward the high way, 

even the way by which thou wen test: turn again, 0 virgin of Israel, turn again to these 
thy cities. How long wilt thou go hither and thither, 0 thou backsliding daughter? 
for the LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall encompass a man. 

23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Yet again shall they use this 
speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their 
captivity: The LORD bless thee, 0 habitation of justice, 0 mountain of holiness. 
And Judah and all the cities thereof shall dwell therein together; the husbandmen, 
and they that go about with flocks. .For I have satiated the weary soul, and every 
sorrowful soul have I replenished. Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep 
was sweet unto me. 

27 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast. And it shall come 
to pass, that like as I have watched over them to pluck up and to break down, and to 
overthrow and to destroy, and to affiict; so will I watch over them to build and to 
plant, saith the LORD. 

2 9 In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge. Ilut every one shall die for his own iniquity: every 
man that eateth the sour grapes, his teeth shall be set on edge. 

The New Covenant 
31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with th<' 

house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto 
them, saith the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, saith the LORD; I will put my law in their inward parts, and in 

34 their heart will I write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people: and 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and e\'ery man his brother, saying, 
Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the lqst of them unto the greatest 
of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember 
no more. 

35 Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances 
of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which stirreth up the sea, tha: the 
waves thereof roar; the Lo RD of hosts is his name: If these ordinances depart from 
before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation 
before me for ever. Thus saith the LORD: If heaven above can be measured, and 
the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, then will I also cast off all the seed 
of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD. 

38 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall be built to the LORD from 
the tower of Hananel unto the gate of the corner. And the measuring line shall yet 
go out straight onward unto the hill Gareb, and shall turn about unto Goah. And the 
whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the fields unto the brook 
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Kidron, unto the comer of the horse gate toward the east, shall be holy unto the LORD; 
it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any more for ever. 

BOOK IX.-INCIDENTAL AND HISTORICAL PROPHECIES 

The Anathoth Estate 
The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of Zedekiah king 32 

of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 

:\'ow at that time the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem: and Jerenciah 
thl' prophet was shut up in the court of the guard, which was in the king of Judah's 
house. for Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, Wherefore dost thou 3 
prophl'sy, and say, 'Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall take it; and Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape 
out of the hand of the Chaldcans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the 
king of Babylon, and shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold 
his eyes; and he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit 
him, saith the Lo1m: though ye fight with the Chaldcans, ye shall not prosper?' 

And Jerl'miah said, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying: Behold, Hana· 6 
me! the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, saying, Buy thee my field that 
is in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it. So Hanamel mine 
uncle's son came to me in the court of the guard according to the word of the LORD, 
and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the land 
of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine; buy 
it for thyself. Then I knew that this was the word of the LoRD. And I bought the 9 
hC'ld that was in Anathoth of Hanamel mine uncle's son, and weighed him the money, 
c1·pn se,·entcen shekels of sih·er. And I subscribed the deed, and scaled it, and called 
wilne,;,;es, and weighed him the money in the balances. So I took the deed of the 
purchase, holh that which was scaled, according to the law and custom, and that which 
was opl'n: and I delivered the deed of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, 12 

the son of :\fahseiah, in the presence of Hanamcl mine uncle's son, and in the presence 
of the witnes,;es that subscribed the deed of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat 
in the court of the guard. And I charged Baruch before them, saying, Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, this deed of the purchase, 
both that which is sealed, and this deed which is open, and put them in an earthen 
\•essel; that they may continue many days. for thus saith the LORD of hosts, the 
Gori of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall yet again be bought in this land. 

:\'ow after I had delivered the deed of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, 16 
I prayed unto the LoRD, saying: Ah Lord Goo! behold, thou hast made the heaven 
and the earth by thy great power and by thy stretched out arm; there is nothing too 
hard for thee: which shewest mercy unto thousands, and recompenses! the iniquity 
of lhc fathers into the bosom of their children after them: the great, the mighty God, 
the Lo1m of hosts is his name: great in counsel, and mighty in work: whose eyes 19 
arc open upon all the ways of the sons of men; to give every one according to his ways, 
and according to the fruit of his doings: which didst set signs and wonders in the land 
of Egypt, even unto this day, both in Israel and among other men; and madest thee 
a name, as at this day; and didst bring forth thy people Israel out of the land of 
Egypt with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched 
out arm, and with great terror; and gavest them this land, which thou didst swear to 22 

their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk and honey; and they came in, 
and possessed it; but they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they ha.ve 
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done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to do: therefore thou hast caused 
24 all this evil to come upon them: behold the mounts, they are come unto the city to 

take it; and the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans that fight against it, 
because of Lhe sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence: and what Lhou hast 
spoken is come to pass; and, behold, thou secs! it. And thou hast said unto me, O 
Lord GoD, Buy thee the field for money, and call witnesses; whereas the city is given 
into the hand of the Chaldcans. 

26 Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying, Behold, I am the LORD, 
the Goel of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me? 

Therefore thus saith the LORD: Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the 
Chaldcans, and into the hand of Ncbuchadrczzar king of Babylon, and he shall take 
it: and the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and set this city on fire, 
and burn it, with the houses, upon whose roofs they have offered incense unto Baal, 

30 and poured out drink offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to anger. for the 
children of Israel and the children of Judah have only clone that which was evil in 
my sight from their youth: for the children of Israel have only provoked me to anger 
with the work of their hands, saith the LoRD. For this city hath been to me a prov
ocation of mine anger and of my fury from the clay that they built il even unto this 

32 day; that I should remove it from before my face: because of all the evil of the 
children of Israel and of the children of Judah, which they have done to provoke me 
to anger, they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men 
of Judah, anrl the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And they have turned unto me the back, 
and not the face: and though I taught them, rising up early and teaching them, yet 

34 they have not hearkened to receive instruction. But they set their abominations in 
the house which is called by my name, to defile it. And-they built the high places of 
Baal, which arc in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daugh
ters to pass through the fire unto l\Iolech; which I commanded them not, neither came 
it into my mind, that they should do this abomination; to cause Judah to sin. 

36 And now therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerninf.!; this city, 
whereof ye say, It is given into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, 1ncl by 
the famine, and by the pestilence: Behold, I will gather them out of all the coun
tries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; 
and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: 

39 and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: and I will give them one heart 
and one way, that they may fear me for ever; for the good of them, and of their chil
dren after them: and I will make an everlasting coYenant with them, that I will not 
turn away from them, to do them good; and I \Viii put my fear in their hearts, that 
they shall not depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and 
I will plant them in this land assuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul. 
For thus saith the LORD: Like as I have brought all this great evil upon this people, 

43 so will I bring upon them all the good that I have promised them. And fields shall 
be bought in this lanrl, whereof ye say, It is desolate, without man or beast; it is 
given into the hand of the Chakleans. Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe 
the deeds, and seal them, and call witnesses, in the land of Benjamin, and in the places 
about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the hill country, and 
in the cities of the lowland, and in the cities of the South; for I will cause their cap
tivity ·to return, saith the LORD. 

33 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, while ~e 
was yet shut up in.the court of the guard, saying, Thus saith the LORD that doeth it, 
the LORD that forrneth it to establish it; the LoRD is his name: Call unto me, and I 
will answer thee, and will shew thee great things, and difficult, which thou knowest 
not. for thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this city, 
and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are broken down to make a 
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defence against the mounts, and against the sword: They come to fight with the s 
Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in 
mine anger and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my face from this 
city. Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them; and I will reveal 
unto them abundance of peace and truth. And I will cause the captivity of Judah 
and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. And I will 8 
cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will 
pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned against me, ancl whereby they have 
transgressed against me. And this city shall be to me for a name of joy, for a praise and 
fora glory, before all the nations of the earth, which shall hearall the good that I do unto 
them, and shall fear and tremble for all the good and for all the peace that I procure unto 
it. Thus saith the LORD: Yet again there shall be heard in this place, whereof ye >ay, ro 
It is waste, without man and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the 
streets of Jerusalem, that are desolarc, without man and without inhabitant and with
out beast, the rnice of joy and the voice of gladness, the mice of the bridegroom and 
the rnicc of the bride, the rnice of them that say, Gh·e thanks to the LORD of hosts, 
for the LORD is good, for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that bring sacri
fices of thanksgiving into the house of the LORD. For I will cause the captivity of 
the lane! to rl'tum as at the first, saith the LoRJ>. Thus saith the LoRD of hosts: Yet 12 

again shall then' be in this place, which is waste, without man ancl without beast, 
and in all the cities thereof, an habitation of shepherds causing their tlocks to lie 
down. In the cities of the hill country, in the cities of the lowland, and in the cities 
of the South, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and 
in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks again pass under the hands of him that telleth 
them, saith the LoRh 

Behold, the clays come, saith the LORD, that I will perfonn that good word which 14 
I have spoken concerning the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah. 
In those days, and at that time, will I cause a Branch of righteousness to grow up unto 
Da,·id; and he shall execute judgement and righteousness in the land. In those days 
shall Judah be sawd, and Jerusalem shall d\\'cll safely: and this is the name whereby 
she shall be called, The LORD is our righteousness. For thus saith the LoRD, David 17 
shall ne\'er want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel; neither shall the 
priests the Ledtes want a man before me to olTer burnt olTerings, an cl to liurn oblations, 
and to do sacrifice continually. And the won! of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, say
ing, Thus saith the LoRD: If ye can break my co\-enanl of the day, and my covenant 
of the night, so that there should not be day and night in their season; then may also 21 

my con·nant be ],roken with Dadd my serrnnt, that he shoulcl not ha\'e a son lo reign 
upon his throne; and with the Le\'ilcs the priests, my ministers. As the host of 
heawn cannot \Je numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured; so will I multiply 
the seed of Da,·ic1 my servant, and the Le,·ites that minister unto me. And the word 
of the LoHn came to Jeremiah, saying, Considcrest thou not what this people have 24 
spoken, saying, The two families which the Lo1m die! choose, he hath cast them off? 
thus do they despise my people, that they should be no more a nation before them. 
Thus saith the LcJRll: If my covenant of day ancl night stand not, if I have not ap
pointecl the ordinances of heaven and earth; then will I also cast away the seed of 
Jacob, ancl of Davie! my servant, so that I will not lake of his seed lo be rulers over the 
seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity lo return, and will 
have mercy on them. 

A Prophecy during the Siege 
The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, when N ebucltadnezzar king o/ 34 

Babylon, and ail his army,and all the kini::domso/ the earth that were under his dominion, 
and all the peoples, fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities thereof, saying: 
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2 Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Go, and speak to Zedekiah king of Judah, 
and tell him, Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the 
king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire: and thou shalt not escape out of his 
hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine eyes shall 
behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, 

4 and thou shalt go to Babylon. Yet hear the word of the LORD, 0 Zedekiah king of 
Judah: thus sailh the LORD concerning thee, Thou shalt not die by the sword; thou 
shalt die in peace; and with the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were 
before thee, so shall they make a burning for thee; and they shall lament thee, saying, Ah 

0 lord! for I have spoken the word, saith the Lo1m. Then Jeremiah the prophet spake 
all these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, when the king of Babylon's 
army fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that were left, 
against Lachish and against Azekah; for these alone remained of the cities of Judah as 
fenctd cities. 

Incident of the Hebrew Servants 
8 The word that came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, after that the king Zedekiah had 

made a covenant with all the people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim liberty univ 
them; that every man should let lzis manservant, and every man his 111aidscrva11t, 
being an Iiebrew or an Hebrewess, go free,· that none should serve lzimsclf of them, 

ro to wit, of a J cw his brother: and all the princes and all the pea pie obeyed, whiclz fwd 
entered into the covenant, that every one should let his manservant, and every one !1is 
maidservant, go free, that none should serve themselves of them any more,· they obeyed, and 
let them go: but afterwards they turned, and caused the servants and the handmaids, whom 
they had let go free, to return, and brought them into subjection• for servants and for 
handmaids: therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah from the Lo1w, saying: 

13 Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel: I made a covenant with your fathers 
in the day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bond
age, saying, At the end of seven years ye shall let go every man his brother that is an 
Hebrew, which hath been sold unto thee, and hath served thee six years, thou shalt 
let him go free from thee: but your fathers hearkened not unto me, neither inclined 

15 their ear. Ancl ye were now turned, and had done that which is right in mine eyes, 
in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant be
fore me in the house which is called by my name: but ye turned and profaned my 
name, and caused every man his sen-ant, and every man his handmaid, whom ye 
had let go free at lheir pleasure, to return; and ye brought them into subjection, to 

17 be unto you for servants and for handmaids. Therefore thus saith the LORD: Ye 
have not hearkened unto me, to proclaim liberty, every man to his brother, and every 
man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim unto you a liberty, saith the LoRD, to the 
sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be tossed to and 
fro among all the kingdoms of the earth. And I will give the men that have trans
gressed my covenant, which have not performed the words of the co\·enant which 
they made before me, when they cut the calf in twain and passed between the parts 

19 thereof; the princes of Judah, and the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, and the 
priests, and all the people of the land, which passed between the parts of the calf; 
I will even give them into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that 
seek their life: and their dead bodies shall be for meat unto the fowls of the hem·en, 
and to the beasts of the ea,rth. And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes will I 
give into the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their life, 

22 and into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, which are gone up from you. Be
hold, I will command, saith the LORD, and cause them to return to this city; and they 
shall fight against it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and I will make the cities of 
Judah a desolation, without inhabitant. 
- ss2 
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Incident of the Rechabites 
The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the 35 

so11 of Josialr, king of Judah, saying: 

Go unto the house of the Rcchabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into 
the house o[ the LoRD, into one of the chambers, and give them wine to drink. Then 3 
I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habazziniah, and his brethren, and 
all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites; and I brought them into the 
house of the LoRD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan the son of lgdaliah, the 
man of God, ''"hich was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber 
of '.\faaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door: and I set before the sons of 
the house of the Rechabites bowl:> full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, 
Drink ye wine. But they said, \\'e will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Re- 6 
chab our father commanded us, sayin,g;, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your 
sons, for ewr: neither shall ye builcl house, nor sow seed, nor plant Yineyard, nor 
hal'e any: hut all your da,·s ye shall dwell in tents; that ye may liYc many days in 
the land wherein '-c sojourn. And we ha\·e obcYecl the mice of Jonadab the son of 
Rechah our father. in ail that he charged us, to clrink no wine all our days, we, our 
wil'es, our sons, nor our daughters; nor to build houses for us to dwell in: 9 
neither have we Yine,·ard, nor fielcl, nor seed: but we haw dwelt in tents, and 
ha,·e obeyed, and clone according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us. 
But it came to rx1", when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, 
that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the anny of the Chaldeans, 
and for fear of the army of the Syrians; so we dwell at Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the LoRD unto Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD 12 

of hosts, the God of Israel: Go, and say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words> saith the LORD. 
The words of Jonarlab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons, not to drink 
'vine, are performed, and unto this day they drink none, for they obey their father's 
commandment: but I ha,·e spoken unto you, rising up early and speaking; and ye 
haYe not hearkened unto me. I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rs 
rising up early anrl sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, 
and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to sen·e them, and ye shall dwell 
in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined 
your ear, nor hearkened unto me. Forasmuch as the sons of Jonadab the son of 
Rechab have perfnnncd the commandment of their father which he commanded 
them, hut this people hath not hearkened unto me; therefore thus saith the LORD, 17 
the Goel of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: be
cause I have spoken unto them, but they have not heard; and I have called unto them, 
but they have not answered. And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Because ye have obeyed the com
mandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and clone according unto 
all that he commanded you; therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 19 
Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever. 

The Burning of the Roll 
And it came to pass in tlu fourth year of J ehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 36 

Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying: 
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2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto 
thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day l 
spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day. It may be that the house 
of Jud""h will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may re
turn every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Ncriah; and Baruch wrote from the mouth 
of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll 
of a book. And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go 
into the house of the LORD: therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast 
written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD'S 

house upon the fast day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that 
7 come out of their cities. It may be they will present their supplication before the 

LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the 
fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people. And Baruch the son of 
Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in 
the book the words of the LORD in the Lem D's house. 

9 Now it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, in the ninth month, that all the people in Jerusalem, and all the people that 
came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem, proclaimed a fast before the LORD. 
Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the Lmrn, in 
the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper court. at the 

11 entry of the new gate of the LORD'S house, in the ears of all the people. And when 
Micaiah the son of Gcmariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the 
words of the LORD, he went clown into the king's house, into the scribe's cham bcr: 
and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Eli,;hama the scribe, and Dclaiah the son of 
Shcmaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gcmariah the son of Shaphan, and 

13 Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes. Then Micaiah declared unto them 
all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the cars of the people. 
Therefore all the princes sent Jchudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the 
son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast rea<l 
in the cars of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Ncriah took the roll in 

15 his hand, and came unto them. And they said unto him, Sil down now, and read it 
in our ears. So Baruch read it in their cars. Now it came to pass, when they had 
heard all the words, they turned in fear one toward another, and said unto llaruch, 
We will surely tell the king of all these words. And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell 
us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth? Then Baruch answered 
them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them wilh 

19 ink in the book. Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou anc\ Jere
miah; and let no man know where ye be. And they went in to the king into the court; 
but they had laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe; and they told all 
the words in the ears of the king. So the king sent Jchudi to fetch the roll: and he 
took it out the chamber of Elishama the scribe. And Jehudi read it in the cars of 

22 the king, and in the cars of all the princes which stood beside the king. Now the 
king sat in the winter house in the ninth monlh: and there was a fire in the brasier 
burning before him. And it came to pass, when Jehudi had read three or four lea,:es, 
that the king cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was in the brasier, 
until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was in the brasicr. And they were not 
afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all 

25 these words. Moreover Elna than and Dclaiah and Gcmariah had made intercession 
to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them. And the 
king commanded Jerahmcel the king's son, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shele
miah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the 
LORD hid them. 
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Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the Z7 
roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying: Take thee 
again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which 
J~hoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. And concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah 
thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD: Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast 
thou written therein, saying, 'The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy 
this Janel, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast?' Therefore thus 30 
saith the Lo RP concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: He shall have none to sit 
upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the 
dav to the heat, and in the night to the frost. And I will punish him and his 
seed and his servants for their i 1iquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pro
nounced against them, but they hearkened not. Then look Jeremiah another roll, 32 

and ga,·e it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the 
mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had 
burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words. 

Jeremiah and the Crisis of the Sieg~ 
And Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned as king, instead of Coniah the son of 37 

Jehoiakim, whom :-;cbu('.iadrez2ar kin)!; of Babylon made king in Lhc land of Judah. 
Hut neither he, nor his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the words 
of the LoRP, which he spake by the prophet Jeremiah. 

And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelcmiah, and 7..cphaniah the 3 
son of '.\laaseiah the priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now unto the 
LORD our God ior us. Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: 
for they had not put him into prison. And Pharaoh's army was come forth out of 
Egypt: and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they 
brake up from Jerusalem. Then came the word of the LoRn unto the prophet 6 
Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the LoRu, the God of Israel: Thus shall ye say to the 
king of Judah, that sent you unto me to inquire of me; Behold, Pharaoh's army, 
which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egypt into their own land. And 
the Chalrkans shall come again, and fight against this city; and they shall take it, 
ancl burn it with fire. Thus saith the LORD: Deceive not yourselves, saying, The 9 
Chalcleans shall surely clepart from us: for they shall not depart. For though ye 
had smitkn the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there re
mained IJUt \\'ounderl men among them, yet should they rise up every man in his tent, 
and burn this city with fire. 

,\nd it came to pass that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken up from n 
Juusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army, then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerusalem to 
go into tl1c land of Ben jam in, to receive his portion there, in the midst of the people . 
. .\ml wh,·n he \\'as in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, whose 
name was lrijah, tlw son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he laid hold on 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans. Then said 14 
Jeremiah, It is false; I fall not away to the Chaldeans; but he hearkened not to him: 
so Irijah laid holrl on Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. And the princes 
were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him in prison in the house of 
Jonathan the scrihe; for they had made that the prison. When Jeremiah was come 
into the dungeon house, and into the cells, and Jeremiah had remained there many 
days; then Zedekiah the king sent, and fetched him: and the king asked him secretly 17 
in his house, and said, Is there any word from the LORD? And Jeremiah said, There 
is. He said al.so, Thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon. 
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lB Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, Wherein have I sinned against thee, or 
against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have put me in prison? Where 
now are your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of Babylon 
shall not come against you, nor against this land? And now hear, I pray thee, O my 
lord the king: Jet my supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou 

21 cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there. Then 
Zedekiah the king commanded, and they committed Jeremiah into the court of the 
guard, and they gave him daily a loaf of bread out of the bakers' street, until all the 
bread in the city was spent. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard. 

38 And Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, and Jucal 
the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of l\falchiah, heard the words that Jeremiah 
spake unto all the people, saying, Thus saith the LORD, He that abideth in this city 
shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: but he· that goeth forth 
to the Chaldeans shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey, and he shall live. 
Thus saith the LORD, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the army of the 

4 king of Babylon, and he shall take it. Then the princes said unto the king, Let this 
man, we pray thee, be put to death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the hands of the men 
of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words 
unto them: for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the hurt. Ancl 
Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do 

6 any thing against you. Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon 
of Malchiah the king's son, that was in the court of the guard: and they let down Jere
miah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire: and Jeremiah 
sank in the mire. Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, an eunuch, which was in 
the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then sit
ting in the gate of Benjamin; Ebed-mclech went forth out of the king's house, and 

9 spake to the king, saying, l\Iy lord the king, these men have clone evil in all that they 
have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into the dungeon; and he is 
like to die in the place where he is because of the famine: for there is no more bread 
in the city. Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take 
from hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon, 

II before he die. So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into the house of the 
king under the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old rotten rags, and let 
them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian 
said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine arm
holes under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. So they drew up Jeremiah with the 
cords, and took him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in the court of 
the guard. 

14 Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into the 
third entry that is in the house of the LORD: and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will 
ask thee a thing; hide nothing from me. Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I 
declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to death? and if I give thee counsel, 
thou wilt not hearken unto me. So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, 
saying, As the LORD liveth, that made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither 

17 will I give thee into the hand of these men. that seek thy life. Then said Jeremiah 
unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: If thou wilt 
go forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall 
not be burned with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine house: but if thou wilt not go 
forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of 
the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their 

19 hand. And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are 
fallen away to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. 
But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of 

586 



Prophetic Works of Jeremiah!!<-- Jeremiah 

the LORD, in that which I speak unto thee: so it shall be well with thee, and thy soul 
shall li,·e. Rut ii thou refuse to.go forth, this is the word that the LORD hath shewed 
me: Behold, all the women tha_t are left in the king of Judah's house shall be brought 22 

forth to the kinp; of Babylon's princes, and those women shall say, Thy familiar friends 
ha,·e st'! thee on, and ha,·e prevailed over thee: now that thy feet arc sunk in the mire, 
they arc turned away back. .-\nd they shall bring out all thy wives and thy children 
to the Chaldeans: and thou shalt not escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken by 
the hand of the king of Babylon: and thou shalt cause this city to be burned with 
fire. Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, and thou 2 4 
shalt not die. But if the princes hear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto 
thee, anrl "'Y unto thee, Derhre unto us now what thou hast said unto the king; 
hide it not from us, and we will not put thee to death: also what the king said unto 
thee: then thou shalt say unto them, I presented my supplication before the king, 
that he would not cause me to return to Jonathan's house, to die there. Then came 27 
all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them accord.ing to all these 
words that the king had commanded. So they left off speaking with him; for the 
matter was not pt'rcci\·ccl. So Jeremiah abode in the court of the guard until the 
<lay that Jerus:dem was taken . 

. \nd it came to pass when J<·rusalcm was taken, (in the ninth year of Zedekiah 39 
king of Judah, in the tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his 
army against Jerusalem, and besieged it; in the ele,·enth year of Zedekiah, in the 
fourth month, the ninth day of the month, a breach was made in the city:) that all the 
princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middl~ gate, even Nergal
shar<'zer, Samgar-ncbo, Sarsechim, Rab-saris, Nergal-sharezcr, Rab-mag, with all the 
rest of the princes of the king of Babylon. And it came to pass that when Zedekiah 4 
the king of Judah and all the men of war saw them, then they fled, and went forth out 
of the city by night, by the way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: 
and he went out the way of the Arabah. But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after 
them, and owrtook Zed('kiah in the plains of Jericho: and when they had taken him, 
they brought him up to Nehucharlrczzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of 
Hamath, and he gaw judgement upon him. Then the king of Babylon slew the sons6 
of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles ol 
Judah. l\lon'O':er he put out 7J.'dekiah's eyes, and bound him in fetters, to carry 
him to Babylon. :\nd the Chaldcans burned the king's house, and the houses of the 
people, with lire, and brake down the walls of Jerusalem. Then Nebuzaradan the 9 
captain of the guard carried away captive into Babylon the residue of the people that 
rcmainl'rl in the city, the deserters also, that fell away to him, and the residue ,f the 
people that remained. But Nelm74uadan the captain of the guard left of the poor of 
the people, which harl nnthing, in the land of Judah, and gave them vineyards and 
fields at the same time. Now Nebucharlrezzar king of Bahylun gave charge concern
ing Jeremiah to :'\ehuzaradan the captain of the guard, saying, Take him, and look 12 

well to him, and <h• him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall say unto thee. So 
:\dmzaradan the captain of the guard sent, and Ncbushazban, Rab-saris, and Nergal
sharezer, Rab-ma.g, arnl all the cliicf officers of the king of Babylon; they sent, and 
took Jeremiah out of the court of the guard, and committed him unto Gcdaliah the 
son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, that he should carry him home: so he dwelt 
among the people. 

Now the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in the court rs 
of the guard, saying, Go, and speak to Eberl-mclech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus 
saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will bring my words upon this 
city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be accomplished before thee in that day. 
But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the LORD: and thou shalt not be given into 
the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid. For I will surely save thee, and thou 18 
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shalt not fall. by the sword, hut thy life shall be for a prey unto thee: because thou 
hast put thy trust in me, saith the LORD. 

Abduction of Jeremiah into Egypt 
40 The word which came to J eremialt from the Lonn, after that N ebuzaradan the cap-

tain of the guard had let-/zim f;O from Ramah, when he had taken him bcin{; bound in 
chains among all the captives of Jerusalem and Judah, which were carried away 
captive unto Babylon. 

2 And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The LORD thy 
God pronouncer! this evil upon this place: and the LORD hath brought it, and done 
according as he spake; bl'cause ye have sinned against the LORD, and have not obeyed 
his voice, therefore this thing is come upon you. And now, behold, I loose thee this 
day from the chains which arc upon thine hand. If it seem good unto thee to come 
with me into Babylon, come, and I will look well unto thee; but if it seem ill unto thee 
to come with me into Babylon, forbear: behold, all the land is before thee; whither 

5 it 1secmeth good and cpnvenicnt unto thee to go, thither go. Now while he was not 
yet gone back, Go back then, said he, to Gcclaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Sha
phan, whom the king of Babylon hath made governor over the cities of Judah, ancl 
dwell with him among the people: or go wheresoever it secmeth convenient unto thee 
to go. So the captain of the guard p;avc him victuals and a present, and Jct him go. 
Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah, and dwelt with 
him among the people that were left in the land. 

7 Now when all the captains of the forces which were in the fielcls, even they and 
their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam gov
ernor in the land, and hacl committed unto him men, and women, and children, anr:I 
of the poorest of the Janel, of them that were not carried away captive to Babylon; 
then they came to Gedaliah to i\Iizpah, even Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and Jo
hanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and the 
sons of Ephai the Nctophathite, and Jezaniah the son of the i\faacathite, they ancl 

9 their men. And Gcdaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan sware unto them 
and to their men, saying, Fear not to serve the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and serve 
the king of Babylon, ancl it shall be well with you. As for me, behold, I will dwell at 
Mizpah, to stand before the Chaldcans, which shall come unto us: but ye, gather 
ye wine and summer fruits and oil, and put them in your vessels, and dwell in·your 

II cities that ye have taken. Likewise when all the Jews that were in Moab, and among 
the children of Ammon, and in Edom, and that were in all the countries, heard that 
the king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them Geda
liah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan; then all the Jews returned out of all 
places whither they were driven, and came to the land of Judah, to Gcdaliah, unto 
Mizpah, and gathered wine and summer fruits very much. 

'3 Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were 
in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, and said unto him, Dost thou know that 
Baalis the king of.the children of Ammon hath sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to 
take thy life? But Geclaliah the son of Ahikam believed them not. Then Johanan 
the son of Kareah spake to Gedaliah in l\Iizpah secretly, saying, Let me go, I pray 
thee, and I will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and no man shall know it: where
fore should he take thy life, that all the Jews which are p;athered unto thee should be 

i6 scattered, and the remnant of Judah peiish? But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said 
unto Johanan the son of Kareah, Thou shalt not do this thing: for thou speakest 
falsely of Ishmael. 
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Now it came to pass in the seventh !11onth, that Ishmael the son of r-fethaniah, the 41 
son of Elishama, of the seed royal, and one of the chief officers of the king, and ten 
men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to l\Iizpah; and there they did 
eat bread together in l\fizpah. Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the 
!L'n men that were with him, and smote Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Sha
Phan with the sword, and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor 
n-cr the land. Ishmael also slew all the Jews that were with him, even with Gedaliah, 3 
at :\!izpah, and the Chaldeans that were found there, even the men of war. And it 
came to pass the second day after he had slain Gedaliah, and no man knew it, that 
there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, anc1 from Samaria, even fourscore 
men, having their beards shaven anc1 their clothes rent, and h"a\'ing cut themselves, 
with oblations and frankincense in their hand, to bring them to the house of the LORD. 
:\nd Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went forth from :\[izpah to meet them, weeping6 
all along as he went: and it came to pass, as he met them, he said unto them, Come 
to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. Anc1 it was so, when they came into the midst of the 
citv, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah slew them, and cast them into the midst of 
the pit, he. and the men that were with him. But ten men were found among them a 
that said unto Ishmael, Slay us not: for we have stores hidden in the field, of wheat, 
and of barle\·, and of oil, and of honey. So he forbare, and slew them not among 
their brethren. Now the pit wherein Ishmael cast all the dead bodies of the men 
whom he hacl slain, by the side of Gedaliah, (the same was that which Asa the king 
had made for fear of Baasha king of Israel,) Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it 
with them that were slain. Then Ishmael carrierl away capti\"e all the residue of the ro 
people that were in :"11izpah, even the king's daughters, and all the people that remained 
in l\!izpah, whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam: Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive, and 
departed to go over to the children of Ammon. 

But when J ohanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were II 
with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah _had done, then they 
took all the men, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, anc1 found him 
by the great waters that are in Gibcon. Now it came to pass that when all the people 13 
which were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
forces that were with him, then they were glad. So all the people that Ishmael had 
carried away captive from Mizpah cast about and returned, and went unto Johanan 
the son of Kareah. But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with 
eight men, and went to the children of Ammon. Then took Johanan the son of Ka- 16 
reah, and all the captains of the forces that were with him, all the rer.inant of the 
people whom he had recovered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from l\fizpah, 
aft<:r that he had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, e\·en the men of war, and the 
women, and the children, and the eunuchs, whom he had brought again from Gibeon: 
and they departed, and dwelt in Gcruth Chimham, which is by Bcth-lehem, to go to 17 
enter into Egypt, because of the Chaldeans: for they were afraid of them, because 
Ishmael the son of Kethaniah had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom the king 
of Babylon made governor over the land. 

Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the son of Karcah, and Jezaniah 42 
the son of Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least even unto the greatest, came 
near, and said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we pray thee, ·our supplication be 
accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the LORD thy God, even for all this rem
nant; for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes do behold us: that the LORD 3 
thy God may shew us the way wherein we should walk, and the thing that we should 
do. Then Jeremiah the prophet said m:ito them, I have heard you; behold, I will 
pray unto the LORD your God according to your words; and it shall come to pass 
that whatsoever thing the LoRD shall answer you, I will declare it unto you; I will 
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5 keep nothing back from you. Then they said to Jeremiah, The LORD be a true and 
faithful witness amongst us, if we do not even according lo all the word wherewith the 
LORD thy Goel shall send thee to us. Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we 
will obey the voice of the LORD our Goel, to whom we send thee; that it may be well 
with us, when we obey the voice of the LORD our God. 

7 And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the LORD came unto Jere-
miah. Then called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces 
which were with him, and all the people from the least even to the greatest, and said 
unto them, Thus saith the LORI;>, the Goel of Israel, unto whom ye sent me to present 

10 your supplication before him: If ye will still abide in this land, then will I buikl you, 
and not pull you down, and I will plant you, and not pluck you up: for I repent me 
of the evil that I have done unto you. Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom 
ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, saith the LORD: for I am with you to save you, 
and to deliver you from his hand. And I will grant you mercy, that he may have 

13 mercy upon you, and cause you to return to your own land. But if ye say, We will 
not dwell in this land; so that ye obey not the voice of the LORD your God; sayin)!;, 
No; but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear the 
sound of the trum pct, nor have hunger of bread; and there will we dwell: now there
fore hear ye the word of the LORD, 0 remnant of Judah: thus saith the Lo RD of hosts, 
the God of Israel, If ye wholly set your faces to enter into Ecypt, and )!;O lo sojourn 

16 there; then it shall come to pass, that the sword, which ye fear, shall overtake you 
there in the land of Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye arc afraid, shall follow hard 
after you there in Egypt; and there ye shall die. So shall it be with all the men that 
set their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there; they shall die by the sword, by the 
famine, and by the pestilence: and none of them shall remain or csca pc from the evil 

18 that I will bring upon them. For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the Goel of Israel; 
i\s mine anger and my fury hath been poured forth upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
so shall my fury be poured forth upon you, when ye shall enter into E)!;ypt: and ye 
shall be an execration, and ail astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach; and ye 
shall sec this place' no more. The LORD bath spoken concerning you, 0 remnant 
of Judah, Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that I have testified unto you this 

20 clay. For ye have dealt deceitfully against your own souls; for ye sent me unto the 
LORD your God, saying, Pray for us unto the LORD our God; and according unto 
all that the LORD our God shall say, so declare unto us, and we will do it: and I have 
this day declared it to you; but ye have not obeyed the voice of the LORD your God in 
any thing for the which he hath sent me unto you. Now therefore know certainly 
that ye shall die by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, in the place whither 
ye desire to go to sojourn there. 

43 And it came to pass that when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking unto all the 
people all the words of the LORD their God, wherewith the Lmm their God had sent 
him to them, even all these words, then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Jo
hanan the son of Kareah, and all the proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, Thou spcakest 
falsely: the LORD our God hath not sent thee to say, Ye shall not go into Egypt lo 

3 sojol!rn there: but Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, for to deli1Tr 
us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may put us to death, and carry us away 
captives to Babylon. So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, 
and all the people, obeyed not the voice of the LORD, to dwell in the land of Judah. 
But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces, took all the rem
nant of Judah, that were returned from all the nations whither they had been driven to 

6 sojourn in the land of Judah; the men, and the women, and the children, and the king's 
daughters, and every person that Nebuzaradan the captain of the !:uard had left with 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and 
Baruch the son of Neriah; and they came into the land of Egypt; for they obeyed 
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not the voice of the LORD: and they came even to Tahpanhes. Then came the word a 
of the LORD unto Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, Take great stones in thine hand, 
and hide them in mortar in the brickwork, which is at the entry of Pharaoh's house in 
Tahpanhcs, in the sight of the men of Judah; and say unto them, Thus saith the LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the king of 
Babylon, my scrrnnt, and will set his throne upon these stones that I have hid; and 
he shall spread his royal paYilion o\·cr them. And he shall come, and shall smite the II 
land of Egrpt; such as are for death shall be giYen to death, and such as are for cap
ti,·ity to capti,·ity, and such as are for the sword to the sword. And I will kindle a 
lire in the houses of the gods of Egypt; and he shall burn them, and carry them away 
captives: and he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his 
garment; and he shall go forth from thence in peace. He shall also break the pillars 13 
of Beth-shemesh, that is in the land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of Egypt 
shall he burn with fire. 

A Prophecy to the Jews in Egypt 
Tlte word that came to Jcrcmillh concerning all the Jews which dwelt in the land o/ 44 

Egypt, wlticlt dwelt at J[ igdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at N oplt, and in the country 
of Patlrros, saying: 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Y c have seen all the evil that I 2 

haYe brought upon Jerusalem, and upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, this 
day they arc a desolation, and no man dwelleth therein; because of their wickedness 
which they ha Ye committed to prornkc me to anger, in that they went to bum incense, 
and to serve other gods, whom they knew not, neither they, nor ye, nor your fathers. 
Howbeit I sent unto you all my scrYants the prophets, rising up early and sending 4 
them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate. But th<'y hearkened not, 
nor inclined their ear to tum from their wickedness, to hum no incense unto other 
gods. Wherefore my fury and mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they arc wasted and desolate, as 
it is this day. Therefore now thus saith the LoRn, the God of hosts, the God of 7 
Israel: \\'here fore commit ye this great c\·il against your own souls, to cut off from 
you man and woman, infant and suckling, out of the midst of Judah, to leaYe you 
none remaining; in that ye provoke me unto anger with the works of your hands, 
burning incense unto other gods in the land of Egypt, whither ye be gone to sojourn; 
that ye may be cut oil, and that ye may he a curse and a reproach among all the 
nations of the earth? Have ye forgotten the wickedness of your fathers, and the 9 
wickedness of the kings of Judah, and the wickedness of their wives, and your own 
wickedness, and the wickedness of your wives, which they committed in the land 
of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem? They are not humbled even unto this 
day, neither haYe they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I 
set before you and before your fathers. Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, 
the God of brae!: Behold, I will set my face against you for eYil, even to cut oil 
all Judah. And I will take the remnant of Judah, that have set their faces to go 12 

into the land of Egvpt to sojourn there, and they shall all be consumed; in the land 
of Egypt shall they fall; they shall be consumed by the sword and by the famine; 
they shall die, from the least e1·en unto the greatest, by the sword and by the famine: 
and they shall b'~ an execration, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a reproach. 
For I will punish them that dwell in the land of Egypt, as I ha Ye punished Jeru- 13 
salem, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence: so that none of the rem
nant of .Judah, which are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall escape 
or ~emam, that they should return into the land of Judah, to the which they have a 
desire to return to dwell there: for none shall return save such as shall escape. 
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15 Then all the men which knew that their wives burned incense unto other gods, and 
all the women that stood by, a great assembly, even all the people that dwelt in the 
land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying, As for the word that thou hast 

17 spoken unto us in the name of the LORD, we will not hearken unto thee. But we will 
certainly perform every word that is gone forth out of our mouth, to burn incense unto 
the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her, as we have done, we 
and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of 

18 Jerusalem: for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, and saw no evil. But 
since we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings 
unto her, we have wanted all things, and have been conswned by the sword and by 
the famine. And when we burned incense to the queen of heaven, anrl poured oul 
drink offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and pour out drink 

20 offerings unto her, without our husbands? Then Jeremiah said unto all the people, 
to the men, and lo the women, even lo all the people which had given him that answer, 
saying: The incense that ye burned in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jeru
salem, ye and your fathers, your kings and your princes, and the people of the land, 

20 did not the LORD remember them, and came it not into his mind? so that the LORD 
could no longer bear, because of the evil of your doings, and because of the abomina
tions which ye have committed; therefore is your land become a desolation, and an 
astonishment, and a curse, without inhabitant, as it is this day. Because ye have 
burned incense, and because ye have sinned against the L01rn, anti have not obeyed 
the voice of the LORD, nor walked in his law, nor in his statutes, nor in his testimonies; 
therefore this evil is happened unto you, as it is this day. 

24 Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the people, and to all the women, Hear the word 
of the LORD, all Judah that are in the land of Egypt; thus saith the LoRn of hosts, 
the God of Israel, saying: Ye and your wives have both spoken with your mouths, 
and with your hands have fulfilled it, saying, vVe will surely perform our vows that we 
have vowed, lo burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings 

26 unto her: establish then your vows, and perform your vows. Therefore hear ye the 
word of the LORD, all Judah that dwell in the land of Eygpt: Ilehold, I have sworn by 
my great name, saith the L01rn, that my name shall no more he named in the mouth 
of any man of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, As the Lord Gon liveth. Be
hold, I watch over them for evil, and not for good: and all the men of Judah that are 
in the land of Egypt- shall be consumed by the sword and by the famine, until there 

28 be an end of them. And they that escape the sword shall return out of the land of 
Egypt into the land of Judah, few in number; and all the remnant of Judah, that are 
gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know whose word shall stand, mine, 
or thei"rs. And this shall be the sign unto you, saith the LORD, that I will punish you 
in this place, that ye may know that my words shall surely stand against you for evil: 

30 thus saith the LORD: Behold, I will give Pharaoh I-Iophra king of Egypt into the hand 
of his enemies, and into the hand of them that seek his life; as I gave Zedekiah king 
of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, and that 
sought his life. 

Jeremiah to Baruch 

45 The word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch the son of Neriah, when 
lte wrote these words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jeltoiakim 
the son of J osialt, king of Judah, saying: 

Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto thee, 0 Baruch: Thou didst say, 
Woe is me now I for the LoRD hath added sorrow to my pain; I am weary with my 

4 groaning, and I find no rest. Thus shalt thou say unto him, Thus saith the LORD: 
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Behold, that which I ha\'e built will I break down, and that which I have planted I 
will pluck up; and this in the whole land. And seekest thou great things for thyself? 5 
seek them not: for, behold, I will bring eYil upon all flesh, saith the LORD: but thy 
life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest. 

BOOK X.-DOOMS OF THE NATIONS 

The Battle of Carchemish * 
46 

Order ye the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle; 3 
Harness the horses, and get up, ye horsemen, and stand forth with your 

helmets; 
Furbish the spears, put on the coats of mail. 

\Yhercfore have I seen it? they are dismayed, 5 
And arc turned backward, and their mighty ones are beaten down, 
And are tied a pace, and look not back. 

Terror is on every side, saith the LORD, 
Let not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape: 6 
In the north by the river Euphrates have they stumbled and fallen. 

Who is this that riseth up like the Nile, 7 
\\"hose waters. toss themselYes like the rivers? 

Egypt riscth up like the Nile, 
:\nd his waters toss themselves like the rivers; 

And he saith, I will rise up, I will cover the earth; 
I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof. 

Go up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men go forth; 9 
Cush and Put, that handle the shield; 
And the Ludim, that handle and bend the bow. 

For that day is a day of the Lord, the LORD of hosts, ro 
A day of \·engeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: 

And the sword shall devour and be satiate, 
And shall drink its fill of their blood; 

For the Loni, the LORD of hosts, hath a sacrifice 
In the north country by the river Euphrates. 

Go up into Gilead, and take balm, 0 virgin daughter of Egypt: u 
In vain dost thou use many medicines; 
There is no healing for thee. 

The nations have heard of thy shame, and the earth is full of thy cry· r2 
For the mighty man hath stumbled against the mighty 
They are fallen both of them together. 

. •Concerning foe army of Pharaoh-neco king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates 2 
tn Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim 
the son or Josiah, king of Judah. 
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Doom of Egypt* 
14 Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdol, 

And publish in Noph and Tahpanhes: 
'Stand forth, and prepare thee; 

'For the sword hath devoured round about thee.' 
Why are thy strong ones swept away? . 

They stood not, because the LORD did drive them. 

16 He made many to stumble, 
Yea, they fell one upon another. 

Arise, and let us go again to our own people, 
'And to the land of our nativity, from the oppressing sword.' 

'Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noise; 
'He bath let the appointed time pass by.' 

18 As I live, saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts, surely like Tabor among 
the mountains, and like Carmel by the sea, so shall he come. 

19 0 thou that dwellest with the daughter of Egypt, 
Furnish thyself to go into captivity: 

For Noph shall become a desolation, 
And shall be burnt up, without inhabitant. 

Egypt is a very fair heifer, 
But the gadfly out of the north is come, it is come. 

21 Also her hired men in the midst of her a:e like calves of the stall; 
For they also are turned back; 

They are fled away together, 
They did not stand: 

For the day of their calamity is come upon them, 
The time of their visitation. 

22 Her sound is like that of the serpent as it goeth; 
For they shall march with an army, 

And come against her with axes, as hewers of wood: 
"They shall cut down her forest, though it cannot be searched, 

"Because they are more than the locusts, 
"And are innumerable." 

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be put to shame: she shall be delivered into the 
hand of the people of the north. The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saith: Behold, 
I will punish Amon of No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, with her gods, and her kings; 
even Pharaoh and them that trust in him: and I will deliver them into the hand of 
those that seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 
and into the hand of his servants: and afterwards it shall be inhabited as in the days 
of old, saith the LORD. 

27 But fear not thou, 0 Jacob my servant, neither be dismayed, 0 Israel: for, lo, 
I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob 
shall return, and shall be quiet and at ease, and none shall make him afraid. Fear 
not thou, 0 Jacob my servant, saith the LORD, for I am with thee; for I will make a full 
end of all the nations whither I have driven thee, but I will not make a full end of thee; 
but I will correct thee with judgement, and will in no wise leave thee unpunished. 

13 *The word that the LORD spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how that Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon should come and smite the land of Eg-ypt. 
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Doom of the Philistines* 47 
Thus saith the LORD: Behold, waters rise up out of the north, and shall become 2 

an owrflowing stream, and shall overflow the land and all that is therein, the city and 
them that dwell tlwrein: and the men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the land 
shall howl. At the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong ones, at the rush
ing of his chariots, at the rumbling of his wheels, the fathers look not back to their 
children for feebleness of hands; because of the day that cometh to spoil all the 4 
Philistines, to cut off from Tyre and Zidon eYcry helper that remaineth: for the LORD 
will spoil the Philistines, the remnanl of the isle of Caphtor. 

Baldness is come upon Gaza; 
Ashkelon is brought to nought; 

The remnant of their rnlley, 
How long wilt thou cut thyself? 

0 thou sword of Lhe LoRn, 
How long will it be ere thou be quiet? 

Put up thyself into thy scabbard; 
Rest, and be slill. 

How canst thou be quiet, 
Seeing the LORD hath giwn thee a charge? 

Against Ashkelon, and againsl the sea shore, 
There hath he appointed it. 

Doom of Moab 

5 

7 

48 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the Goel of Israel: Woe unto Nebo! for it is laid 
waste; Kiriathaim is put to shame, it is taken: 2\lisgab is put to shame and broken 
down. The praise of 2\loab is no more; in Heshbon they have devised evil against 2 

her: 'Come, and let us cut her ofl from being a nation.' Thou also, 0 Madmen, 
shalt be brought to silence; the sword shall pursue thee. 

The sound of a cry from Horonaim, 
Spoiling and great destruction ! 

Moab is destroyed; 
Her little ones have caused a cry to be heard: 

3 

For by the ascent of Luhith wilh continual weeping shall they go up; 5 
For in the going down of Horonaim they have heard the distress of 

the cry of destruction: 
'Flee, save your lives, 

'An cl be like the heath in the wilderness.' 

For, because thou hast trusted in thy works ancl in thy treasures, thou also shalt 7 
he taken: and Chemosh shall go forth into captivity, his priests and his princes 
together. And the spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city shall escape; the 
rnlley also shall perish, and the plain shall be destroyed; as the LoRD hath spoken. 

Lhat* P1~~a:hr~~~t~G;~:.o that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the Philistines, before 
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9 Give wings unto Moab, that she may fly and get her away: 
And her cities shall become a desolation, without any to dwell therein. 

Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD negligently, 
And cursed be he that keepcth back his sword from blood. 

II Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his Ices, and hath 
not been cmpticcl from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity: therefore 
his taste remaineth in him, and his scent is not changed. Therefore, bchokl, the days 
come, saith the LoRD, that I will send unto him them that pour olT, and they shall 
pour him olT; and they shall empty his \'cs~els, and break their bottles in pieces. 
And Moab shall be ashamed of Chcmosh, as the house of Israel was ash.med of 
Beth-cl their confidence. 

14 How say ye, We are mighty men, and valiant men for the war? 
Moab is laid waste, and her cities arc gone up in smoke; 

And his chosen young men are gone down to the slanghtcr, 
Saith the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts. 

II 

16 The calamity of Moab is near to come, and his affiiction hastcth fast. All ye that 
arc round about him, bemoan him, and all ye that.know his name; say: 

How is the strong staff broken, the beautiful roe\! 
I8 0 thou daughter that dwellcst in Dibon, come down from thy glory, 

20 

and sit in thirst; 
For t61e spoiler of l\Ioab is come up against thee, 

He hath destroyed thy strong holds. 

0 inhabitant of Arner, stand by the way and espy: 
Ask him that flecth, and her that cscapcth, 

'What hath been clone?' -
'Moab is put to shame! for it is broken down! 

'Howl and cry! Tell ye it in Amon, 
'That Moab is laid waste, 

'And judgement is come upon the plain country; 
'Upon 1-Iolon, and upon Jahzah, and upon Mcphaath; 

22 'And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upon Beth-diblathaim; 
'And upon Kiriathaim, and upon Beth-gamul, and upon Beth-meon; 

'And upon Kcrioth, and upon Bozrah, 
'And upon all the cities of the land of Moab, far or near.' 

25 The horn of Moab is cut off, ancl his arm is broken, saith the LORD. !\fake ye 

28 

him drunken; for he magnified himself against the LORD: and Moab shall wallow in 
his vomit, and he also shall be in derision. For was not Israel a derision unto thee? 
was he found among thieves? for as often as thou spcakcst of him, thou waggcst the 
head. 

0 ye inhabitants of Moab, leave the cities, 
And dwell in the rock; 

And be like the dove that maketh her nest 
In the sides of the hole's mouth. 
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We have heard of the pride of Moab, 
That he is very proud; 

His loftiness, and his pride, and his arrogancy, 
And the haughtiness of ·his heart. 

Jeremiah 

I know his wrath, saith the LORD, that it is nought; his boastings have wrought 
nothing. 

Therefore will I howl for l\Ioab; )'ca, I will cry out for all :Moab: 31 

For the men of Kir-heres shall th<'V mourn. 
\Yith more than the weeping of Jazcr w-ill I weC'p for thee, 0 vine of Sibmah: 

Thy branches passed o\·cr the sea, they reached even to the sea of Jazcr. 

Upon thy summer fruits and upon thy vintage the spoiler is fallen; 
And gladness and joy is taken away, from the fruitful field and from 33 

the land of :--Ioab; 
And I han· caused wine to cease from the wineprcsscs: 

1\one shall tread with shouting; the shouting shall be no shouting. 

From the crv of Hcshbon even unto Elealeh, 
Even u11to Jahaz have they uttered their voice, 

From Zoar even unto Horonaim, to Eglath-shelishiyah: 
For the watC'rs of Nimrim also shall become desolate. 

l\forem·er I will cause to cea.<e in l\Ioa b, saith the Lo Rn, him that offereth in 
the high place, anti him that burneth incense to his gods. 

Therefore mine heart soundcth for Moab like pipes, 
And mine heart soundcth like pipes for the men of Kir-heres: 
Therefore the abundance that he hath gotten is perished. 

For C\'cry head is balrl, and every heard clipped: 
l'pon all the hands arc cuttings, anrl upon the loins sackrloth: 

34 

On all the housetops of l\loab and in the streets thereof there is lamenta- 38 
tion everywhere. 

For I ha,·c broken l\loab like a vessel wherein is no pleasure, saith the LORD. 

How is it broken rlown ! howl ye! 39 
How hath l\loab turned the back with shame! 
So shall l\Ioah become a derision anda dismaying to all that are round about him. 

Ill 

For thus saith the LORD: Behold, he shall fly as an eagle, and shall spread out his 40 
wing:; against l\Ioab. 

The cities arc taken, anrl the strong holds are surprised, 
And the heart of the mighty men of Jl.loah at that day 
Shall be as the heart of a woman in her pangs. 

Anrl Moab shall be destroyed from being a people, because he hath magnified 42 
himself against the LoRD. Fear, and the pit, and the snare, arc upon thee, 0 inhab
itant of Moab, saith the LORD. He that flecth from the fear shall fall into the pit; 
and he that gctteth up out of the pit shall he taken in the snare: for I will bring upon 
her, even upon Moab, the year of their visitation, saith the LORD. 
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4 Fleeing because of the force they stand un~er the shadow of Hcshbon: 
But a fire is gone forth out of Heshbon, and a flame from the midst 

of Sihon, 
And hath devoured the comer of Moab, 

And the crown of the head of the tumultuous ones. 

46 Woe unto thee, 0 Moab! 
The people of Chemosh is undone: 

For thy sons are taken away captive, 
And thy daughters into captivity. 

* 47 Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the latter days, saith the LORD. 

49 Doorn of the Children of Ammon 
Thus saith the LoRn: Hath Israel no sons? hath he no heir? why then doth 

Malcam possess Gad, and his people dwell in the cities lhcreof? Therefore, behold, 
the clays come, saith the LORD, that I will cause an alarm of war to be heard againsl 
Rabbah of the children of Ammon; and it shall become a desolate heap, and hn 
daughters shall be burned with fire: then shall Israel possess them that did possess 
him, saith the Lo1m. 

Howl, 0 Heshbon, for f.i is spoiled! 
Cry, ye daughters of Rabbah, gird you with sackcloth! 

Lament, anrl run to and fro among the fences; 
For Malcam shall go into captivily, his priests and his princes together. 

4 Wherefore glories! thou in the valleys, thy flowing valley, 0 backsliding daughter~ 
that trusted in her treasures, saying, Who shall come unto me? Behold, I will bring 
a fear upon thee, saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts, from all that arc round about 
thee; and ye shall be driven out every man right forth, and there shall be none to 
gather up him that wandcreth. 

* 6 But afterward I will bring again the captivity of the children of Ammon, saith the 
Lmm. 

7 Doorn of Edom 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Is wisdom no more in Teman? is counsel perished 

from the prudent? is their wisdom vanished? Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, 0 in· 
habitants of Dedan; for I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time that I 

9 shall visit him. If grapegatherers came to thee, would they not leave some gleaning 
grapes? if thieves by night, would they not destroy till they had enough? But I 
have made Esau bare, I have uncovered his secret places, and he shall not be 3:hle lo 
hide himself: his seed is spoiled, and his brethren, and his neighbours, ~nd he 1s n~t. 

u Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust 111 

rne. For thus saith the LORD: Behold, they to whom it pertained not to drink of the 
cup shall assuredly drink; and art thou he that shall altogether go unpunished? thou 
shalt not go unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink. For I have sworn by myself, 
saith the LORD, that Bozrah shall become an astonishment, a reproach, a waste, and 
a curse; and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes. 
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I ha Ye heard tidings from the LORD, 14 
And an ambassador is sent among the nations: 

'Gather yourselves together, and come against her, 
'And rise up to the battle. 

'For, behold, I have made thee small among the nations, 
'And despised among men. 

'As for thy terribleness, 16 
'The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, 

'0 thou that dwcllcst in the clefts of the rock, 
'That holdest the height of the hill: 

'Though thou shouldest make thy nc-st as high as the eagle, 
'I will bring thee down from thence,' saith the LORD. 

And Edom shall become an astonishment: e,·ery one that passeth by it shall be as- i, 

tonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues thereof. As in the overthrow of Sodcm 
and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lo1m, no man shall dwell 
there, neither shall any son of man sojourn therein. Behold, he shall come up like a lion 
from the pride of Jordan against the strong habitation: but I will suddenly make him run 
away from her; aml whoso is chosen, him will I appoint over her: for who is like me? 
and who will appoint me a time? and who is the shcpl.1erd that will stand before me? 

There[orc hear ye the counsel of the LORD, 20 

That he hath taken against Edom; 
And his purposes, 

That he hath purposed against the inhabitants of Teman: 

Surely they shall drag them away, even the little ones of the flock; 
Surely he shall make their habitation desolate with them. 

The earth trembleth at the noise of their fall; 21 

There is a cry, the noise whereof is heard in the Red Sea. 

Behold, he shall come up and fly as the eagle, 
And spread out his wings against Bozrah: 

And the heart of the mighty men of Edom al that day 
Shall be as the heart of a woman in her pangs. 

Doom of Damascus 
Hamath is ashamed, and Arpad; 
For they have heard evil tidings, 
They arc melted away: 

There is sorrow on the sea; 
It cannot be quiet. 

Damascus is waxed feeble, 
She tumeth herself to flee, 
And trembling hath seized on her: 

Anguish and sorrows have taken hold of her, 
As of a woman in travail. 

23 

How is the city of praise not forsaken, the city of my joy? Therefore her young 25 
men sh~ll fall in her streets, and all the men of war shall be brought to silence in that 
clay, saith the LORD of hosts. And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and 
it shall devour the palaces of Ben-hadad. 
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Doom of Kedar and Hazor * 
THE LORD 

Arise ye, go up to Kedar, 
And spoil the children of the east. 

Their tents and their flocks shall they take; they shall carry away for themselves 
their curtains, and. all their vessels, and their camels: and they shall cry unto them, 
Terror on every side. 

Flee ye, wander far off, 
Dwell deep, 0 ye inhabitants of Razor. 

For Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath taken counsel against you, and hath 
conceived a purpose against you. 

Arise, get you up unto a nation that is at ease, 
That dwelleth without care; 

Which have neither gates nor bars, 
Which dwell alone. 

32 And their camels shall be a hooty, an<l the multitude of their cattle a spoil: and I 

34 

will scatter unto all winds them that have the corners of their hair polled; and I will 
bring their calamity from every side of them, saith the LORD. And Razor shall be a 
dwelling place of jackals, a <lesolation for ever: no man shall dwell there, neither shall 
any son of man sojourn therein. 

Doom of Elam t 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief of 

their might. And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters oi 
heaven, and will scatter them toward all those winds; and there shall be no nation 
whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come. And I will cause Elam to be dismayed 
before their enemies, and before them that seek their life: and I will bring evil upon 
them, even my fierce anger, saith the LoRD; and I will send the sword after them, till 

38 I have consumed them: and I will set my throne in Elam, and will destroy from thence 
king and princes, saith the LORD. 

50 

* But it shall come to pass in the latter days, that I will bring again the captivity of 
Elam, saith the LORD. 

Doom of Babylon + 
I 

Declare ye among the nations, 
And publish, and set up a standard; 

Publish, and conceal not; say
Babylon is taken! 

• Of Kedar, and of the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote. 
t The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah the prophet concerning Elam in the begin

ning of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah. 
t The word that the LORD spake concerning Babylon, concerning the land of the Chaldeans, 

by Jeremiah the prophet. 
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Bel is put to shame, 
Merodach is dismayed; 

Her images are put to shame, 
Her idols arc dismayed. 

For out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, 
Which shall make her land desolate; 

And none shall dwell therein: they arc fled, 
They are gone, both man and beast. 

Jeremiah 

3 

In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, 4 
they anrl the children of Judah together; they shall go on their way weeping, and 
shall seek the LoRD their God. They shall inquire concerning Zion with their faces 
thitherward, saying, Come ye, and join yourselves to the LORD in an everlasting cove
nant that shall not be forgotten. 

II 

~Iy people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, 6 
they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain lo hill, 
they haw forgottL·n their resting place. All that found them have devoured them: 
and their ad\"eN1rics said, '\Ve offend not, because they have sinned against the LORD, 
the habitation of justice, even the LORD, the hope of their fathers.' Flee out of the 
midst cf Baliylon, and go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as the he
goats before the ilocks. For, lo, I will stir up and cause to come up against Babylon 9 
an assembly of g-reat nations from the north country: and they shall set themscl\"es 
in array against h"r; from thence shc shall be taken: their arrows shall be as of an 
L·xpcrt mi.!(hty man: none shall return in vain. And Chaldea shall be a spoil: all 
that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith the LORD. Because ye arc glad, because ye 
rejoice, 0 ye that plunder mine heritag-e, because ye are wanton as an heifer that 
trcadcth out the corn, and neigh as strong horses: your mother shall be sore ashamed; 12 

,he that bare you shall be confounded; behold, she shall be the hinclermost of the 
nations, a wildernL·ss, a <lry land, and a desert. Because of the lnath of the LORD 
it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be wholly desolate: ewry one that goeth by 
Babylon shall be astonished, and hiss at all her plagues. 

Set rourselYes in array against Babylon round about, 14 
All ye that bend the bow; 

Shoot at her, spare no arrows: 
For she hath sinned against the LORD. 

Shout ag-ainst her round about: -- she hath submitted herself! 15 
Her bulwarks arc fallen, her walls arc thrown down: 

For it is the \·engeancc of the LORD; take vengeance upon her; 
As she hath clone, do unto her. 

Cut ?ff the sower from Babylon, 16 
And him that handleth the sickle in the time of harvest: 

For fear of the oppressing sword they shall turn every one to his people, 
And they shall flee every one to his own land. 

Israel is a scattered sheep; the lions have driven him away: first the king of 17 
Assyria hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath 
broken his bones. Therefore thus saith the LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel: Be
hold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, as I hav<> punished the king of 
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19 Assyria. And I will bring Israel again to his pasture, and he shall feed on Carmel 
and Bashan, and his soul shall be satisfied upon the hills of Ephraim and in Gilead. 
In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought 
for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: 
for I will pardon them whom I leave as a remnant. 

III 

21 Go up against the land of l\ferathaim, even against it, and against the inhabitants 

22 

of Pekod: slay and utterly destroy after them, saith the LORD, and do according to all 
that I have commanded thee. 

A sound of battle is in the land, 
And of great destruclic.m. 

How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and broken! 
How is Babylon become a desolation among the nations! 

24 I have laid a snare for thee, and thou art also taken, 0 Babylon, and Lhou wast not 

26 

27 

28 

aware: thou art found, and also caught, because thou hast striven against the Lonn. 
The LORD hath opened his armoury, and hath brought forth the weapons of his 
indignation: for the Lord, the LORD of hosts, hath a work to do in the land of the 
Chaldeans. 

Come against her from the utmost border; 
0 pen her storehouses ; 

Cast her up as heaps, and destroy her utterly; 
Let nothing of her be left. 

Slay all her bullocks; 
Let them go down to the slaughter: 

Woe unto them! for their day is come, 
The time of their visitation. 

The voice of them that flee, 
And escape out of the land of Babylon, 

To declare in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our God, 
The vengeance of his temple. 

Call together the archers against Babylon, 
All them that bend the bow; 

Camp against her round about; 
Let none thereof escape. 

Recompense her according to her work; 
According to all that she hath done, do unto her: 

For she hath been proud against the LORD, • 
Against the Holy One of Israel. 

30 Therefore shall her young men fall in her streets, and all her men of war shall be 
brought to silence in that day, saith the LORD. Behold, I am against thee, 0 thou 
proud one, saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts: for thy day is come, the time that I 
will visit thee. And the proud one shall stumble and fall, and none shall raise him up: 
and I will kindle a fire in his cities, and iL shall devour all that are round about him. 
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TV 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts: The children of Israel and the children of Judah 33 
are oppressed together: and all that took them captives hold them fast; they refuse 
to let them go. Their redeemer is strong; the LoRD of hosts is his name: he shall 
throughly plead their cause, that he may gh·e rest to the earth, and disquiet the 
inhabitants of Babylon. 

A SWORD is up0n the Chaldeans, saith the LORD, and upon the inhabitants of 35 
Babylon, :rnd upon her princes, and upon her wise men. A sword is upon the 
boasters, and they shall dote: a sword is upon her mighty men, and they shall be 
dismayed. .\ s\l"ord is upon their horses, and upon their chariots, and upon all the 
.11ingie.; people that are in the midst of her, and they shall become as women: a 
sword i> upon her treasures, and they shall be robbed. 

A DROl'GHT is upon her waters, and they shall be dried up: for it is a land of gra,·en 38 
images, and they are mad upon idols. Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with 
the wolws shall di,·ell there, and the ostriches shall dwell therein: and it shall be no 
more inhabited for ewr; neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation. 
As when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, saith 40 
the LORD; so shall no man dwell there, neither shall any son of man sojourn therein. 

Behold, a people cometh from the north, and a great nation, 
Ancl many kings shall be stirred up from the uttermost parts of the 

earth: 
They lay hold on bow and spear; 42 

They are cruel, and ha,·e no mercy. 

Their mice roareth like the sea, 
And they ride upon horses; 

Every one set in array, as a man to the battle, 
Against thee, 0 daughter of Babylon. 

The king of Bahylon hath heard the fame of them, 
And his hands wax feeble: 

Anguish hath taken hold of him, 
And pangs as of a woman in travail. 

43 

Behold, he shall come up like a lion from the pride of Jordan against the strong 44 
habitation: hut I will suddenly make them run away from her; and whoso is chosen, 
him will I appoint over her: for who is like me? and who will appoint me a time? 
and who is the shepherd that will stand before me? 

Therefore hear ye the counsel of the LORD, 45 
That he hath taken against Babylon, 

Anrl his purposes, 
That he hath purposed against the land of the Chaldeans: 

Surely !hey shall drag them away, even the little ones of the flock; 
Surely he shall make their habitation desolate with them. 

At the noise of the taking of Babylon the earth tremhleth, 46 
And the cry is heard among the nations. 

Thus saith the LORD: Behold, I will raise up against Babylon, and against them 51 
that dwell in iLrb,kamai, a DESTROYING WIND. And I will send unto Babylon strangers, 
that shall fan her; and they shall empty her land: for in the day of trouble they shall 

6o3 



Jeremiah ->B Books of the Prophets 

3 be against her round about. Let not the archer bend his bow, and let him not lift 
himself up in his coat of mail: and spare ye not her young men; destroy ye utterly 
all her host. And they shall fall down slain in the land of the Chaldeans, and thrust 
through in her streets. For Israel is not forsaken, nor Judah, of his God, of the LoRlJ 

6 of hosts; though their land is full of guilt against the Holy One of Israel. Flee out 
of the midst of Babylon, and save every man his life; be not cut off in her iniquity: 
for it is the time of the LoRD's vengeance; he will render unto her a recompence. 

7 Babylon hath been a golden cup in the LoRD's hand, 
That made all the earth drunken: 

The nations have drunk of her wine; 
Therefore the nations are mad. 

Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; 
Take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed. 

9 'We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: 
'Forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country.' 

'For her judgement reacheth unto heaven, 
'And is lifted up even to the skies. 

'The LORD hath brought forth our righteousness: 
'Come, and let us declare in Zion the work of the LORD our God.' 

11 Make sharp the arrows; hold firm the shields: 
The LORD hath stirred up the spirit of the kings of the '.\1edes; 

Because his device is against Babylon, to destroy it: 
For it is the vengeance of the LORD, the vengeance of his temple. 

12 Set up a standard against the walls of Babylon, 
Make the watch strong, set the watchmen, prepare the ambushes: 

For the LORD hath both devised and done 
That which he spake concerning the inhabitants of Babylon. 

13 0 thou that dwellest upon many waters, 
Abundant in treasures, 

Thine end is come, 
The measure of thy covetousness. 

14 The LORD of hosts hath sworn by himself: Surely I will fill thee with men, as with 
the CANKERWORM; and they shall lift up a shout against thee. 

He hath made the earth by his power, 
He hath established the world by his wisdom, 
And by his understanding hath he stretched out the heavens: 

16 When he uttereth his voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, 
And he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; 
He maketh lightnings for the rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his 

treasuries. 

Every man is become brutish, and is without knowledge; 
Every goldsmith is put to shame by his 11:raven ima11:e: 
For his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 
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They are vanity, a work of delusion: 
In the time of their visitation they shall perish. 
The portion of Jacob is not like these: 

For He is the former of all things, 
And Israel is the tribe of his inheritance: 
The LORD of hosts is his name. 

Jeremiah 

18 

Thou art mv nATTLE AXE and weapons of war: and with thee will I break in 20 

pieces the natio1i,;; and with thee will I destroy king<loms; and with thee will I break 
in pieces the horse an<l his rider; and with thee will I break in pieces the chariot and 
him that ride th therein; and with thee will I break in pieces man and woman; an<l 
with thee will I break in pieces the old man and the youth; and with thee will I bre8 k 
in piece,; the yuung man '1.nd the maid; and with thee will I break in pieces the 23 
shepherd rrnd his flock; an<l with thee will I break in pieces the husbandman and his 
yuke of (1xen: an<l with thee will I break in pieces governors and deputies. An<l I 
\\·ill render unto llalivlon and to all the inhabitants of Chaldea all their evil that 
they ha 1•e done in Zi~n in your sight, saith the LoRD. 

Behol<l, I am against thee, 0 DESTROYI"IG MOUNTAIN, saith the LORD, which 25 

de,troyest all the earth: an<l I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee down 
fmm the rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain. And they shall not take of 
thee a stone for a comer, nor a stone for foundations; but thou shalt be desolate for 
ever, saith the LORD. 

Set ye up a standard in the land, 
Blow the trumpet among the nations, 
Prepare the nations against her: 

Call together ag:iinst her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz; 
..\p1xiint a marshal against her; 
Cause the hor.<es to come up as the rough cankerworm. 

Prepare against her the nations, 28 

The king' of the ~Icdcs, the go1·emors thereof, and all the deputies thereof, 
And all the land of his dominion. 

And the Ian<) trembleth and is in pain: 
For the purposes of the LORD against Babylon do stand, 
To make the land of Babylon a desolation, without inhabitant. 

The mighty men of Babylon have forborne to fight; 
They remain in their strong holds; 
Their might hath failed: 

They are become as women: 
Her dwelling places arc set on fire; 
Her barJ are broken. 

One post shall run to meet another, 31 
And one messenger ro meet another, 
To shew the king of Babylon that his city is taken on every quarter; 
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32 And the passages are surprised; 
And the marshes they have burned with fire; 
And the men of war are affrighted. 

33 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: The daughter of Babylon is 
like a THRESHING-FLOOR at the time when it is trodden; yet a little while, and the 
time of harvest shall come for her. 

34 ZION. - Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon hath devoured me! 
JERUSALEM. - He hath crushed me! 

ZION. - He hath made me an empty vessel! 
JERUSALEM. - He hath swallowed me up like a dragon! 

ZION. - He hath filled his maw with my delicates! 
JERUSALEM. - He hath cast me out! 

35 ZION. - The violence done lo me and to my flesh be upon Babylon! 
JERUSALEM. - My blood be upon the inhabitants of Chaldea 1 

36 Therefore thus saith the LORD: Behold, I will plead thy cause, and lake vengeance 
for thee; and I will dry up her sea, and make her fountain dry. And Babylon shall 
become heaps, a dwelling place for jackals, an astonishment, and an hissing, withoul 
inhabitant. They shall roar together like young lions; they shall growl as lions' 

39 whelps. When they are heated, I will make their feast, and I will make them 
drunken, that they may rejoice, and sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the 
LORD. I will bring them down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams wilh he-goats. 

43 

v 

How is .s!>bcsl)arb taken ! and the praise of the whole earth surprised! 
How is Babylon become a desolation among the nations! 

The sea is come up upon Babylon: 
She is covered with the multitude of the waves thereof. 

Her cities are become a desolation; 
A dry land, and a desert; 

A land wherein no man dwelleth, 
Neither doth any son of man pass thereby. 

44 And I will do judgement upon Bel in Babylon, and I will bring forth out of his mouth 
that which he hath swallowed up; and the nations shall not flow together any more 
unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon shall fall. 

VI 

45 My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and save yourselves every man from the 
fierce anger of the Lo.RD. And let not your heart faint, neither fear ye for the rumour 
that shall be heard in the land; for a rumour shall come one year, and after that in 
another year shall come a rumour, and violence in the land, ruler against ruler. 
Therefore, behold, the days come, that I will do judgement upon the graven images of 
Babylon, and her whole land shall be ashamed; and all her slain shall fall in the midst 

48 of her. Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, shall sing for joy over 
Babylon; for the spoilers shall come unto her from the north, saith. the LORD. As 
Babylon hath caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon shall fall the slain of all 
the land. · 
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Ye that have escaped the sword, 
Go ye, stand not still; 

Remember the LORD from afar, 
And let Jerusalem come into your mind. 

Jeremiah 

50 

'We are ashamed, 51 
'Because we have heard reproach; 

'Confusion hath covered our faces, 
'For strangers are come into the sanctuaries of the LoRD's house.' 

Wherefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will do judgement upon 52 
her graven images; and through all her land \he wounded shall groan. Though 
Babylon should mount up to heaven, and though she should fortify the height of her 
strength, yet from me shall spoilers come unto her, saith the LORD. 

Vil 

The sound of a cry from Babylon, 5~ 
And of great destruction from the land of the Chaldeans ! 

For the LoRD spoileth Babylon, 
And destroyeth out of her the great voice. 

And their waves roar like many waters, 
The noise of their voice is uttered: 

For the spoiler is come upon her, 56 
Even upon Babylon. 

And her mighty men are taken; 
Their bows are broken in pieces: 

For the LORD is a God of recompences, 
He shall surely requite. 

:\nd I will make drunk her princes and her wise men, her governors and her depu- 57 
ties, and her mighty men; and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith 
the King, whose name is the LORD of hosts. Thus saith the LORD of hosts: The 
broad walls of Babylon shall be utterly overthrown, and her high gates shall be burned 
with fire; and the peoples shall labour for vanity, and the nations for the fire; and 
they shall be weary. 

EPILOGUE 

The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah the son of Neriah, the 59 
son of .Mahseiah, when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in the 
fourth year of his reign. Now Seraialt was chief chamberlain. A 11d Jeremiah wrote 
in a boo~ all the evil that should come upon Babylon, even all these words that arc written 
concerning Babylon. ,Ind Jeremiah said to Seraialt, When thou comest lo Babylon, 
tlz~n see that thou read all these words, and say, O LORD, thou hast spoken conccming 62 
tins place, to cut it off, that none shall dwell therein, neither man nor beast, but that it shall 
be desolate for ever. And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this book, 
that thou shalt bind a stone lo it, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates: and thou shalt 
say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise again because of the evil that I will bring 
upon her: and they shall be weary. 
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Appendix 
52 Zedekiah was one and twenty years old the residue of the people that were left 

when he began to reign; and he reigned in the city, and those that fell away, that fell 
eleven years in Jerusalem: and his mother's to the king of Babylon, and the residue of 
name was Hamu!al the daughter of Jere- the multitude. But Nehuzaradan the cap- 16 

"miah of Libnah. And he did that which tainof the guard left of the poorest of the land 
was evil in the sight of the LORD, accord- to be vinedressers and husbandmen. And 
ing to all that Jehoiakim had done. For the pillars of brass that were in the house of 
through the anger of the LORD did it come the LORD, and the bases and the brasen sea 
to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until that were in the house of the Lo1m, did the 
he had cast them out from his presence: Chaldeans break in pieces, and carried all 
and Zedekiah rebelled against the king of the brass of them to Babylon. The poh 18 

4 Babylon. And it came to pass in the ninth also, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and 
year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the hasons, and the spoons, and all the 
the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchad- vessels of brass wherewith they ministered 
rezzar king of Babylon came, he and all took they away. And the rups, and the 
his army, against Jerusalem, and encamped firepans, and the basons, and the pols, and 
against it; and they built forts against it the candlesticks, and the spoons, and the 

5 rouud about. So the city was besieged bowls; that which was of gold, in gold, and 
unio the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. that which \\·as of silver, in silver, the cap-
ln the fourth month, in the ninth day of lain of the guard look a'rny. The l\lo 20 

the month, the famine was sore in the city, pil1ars, the one sea, and the twcl\'c brascn 
so that there was no bread for the people bulls that were under the bases, ,\·hich king 

7 of the land. Then a breach was made in Solomon had made for the house of the 
the city, and all the men of war fled, and LOI<D: the brass of all these vessels was 
went forth out of the city by night by the without weight. And as for the pillars, 
way of the gate between the two walls, the height of the one pillar was eighteen 
which was by the king's garden; (now cubits; and a line of twelve cubiis did 
the Chaldeans were against the city round compass it; and the thickness thereof was 
a bout:) and they went by the way of the four fingers: it "·as hollow. And a chap- 22 

8 Arabah. But the army of the Chalcleans iler of brass was upon it; and the height 
pursued after the king, and overlook Zcde- of the one chapiter was five cubits, wilh 
kiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his network and pomegranates upon the chap-
army was scattered from him. Then they iter round about, all of brass: and the 
took the king, and carried him up unto the second pillar also had like unto these, and 
king of Babylon lo Riblah in the land of pomegranates. And there were ninety 
Hamath; and he gave judgement upon and six pomegranates on the sides; all 

10 him. And the king of Babylon slew the the pomegranates were an hundred upon 
sons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew the network round a bout. And the cap- 24 
also all the princes of Judah in Rihlah. tain of the guard took Scraiah the chief 
And he put out the eyes of Zedekiah; priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, 
and the king of Babylon bound him in and the three keepers of the door: and out 
fetters, and carried him to IlabYlon, and of the ritv he took an officer that was set 
put him in prison till the day of his death. o,·cr the ·men of war; and seven men of 

12 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth dav them that saw the king's face, which were 
of the month, which was the nineteenth found in the ci!Y; and the scribe of the 
year of king Nebuchadrezzar, king of captain of the host, who mustered the peo-
Babylon, came Nebuzaradan the captain pie of the land; and threescore men of the 
of the guard, which stood before the kin!'; people of the land, that were found in the 
of Babylon, into Jerusalem: and he midst of the citv. And Nebuzaradan the 26 
burned the house of the LORD, and the captain of the gu;.rd took them, and brought 
king's house; and all the houses of J eru- them to the king of Babylon lo Riblah. 
salem, even every great house, burned he And the king of Babylon smote them, and 

14 with fire. And all the armv of the Chai, put them to death at Riblah in the land of 
deans, that were with the captain of the Hamath. So Judah was carried away 
guard, brake down all the walls of Jeru- captive out of his land. This is the people 21 
salem round about. Then Nebuzaradan whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away cap-
the captain of the guard carried away cap- tive: in the seventh year three thousand 
live of the poorest sort of the people, and Jews and three and twenty: in the eigb-
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ternth war of l\l'buchadrezzar he carried 
away r-aptin· from Jerusalc1n eight hun-

30 drl'd thirl)' and two rersons: in the three 
and t\\cnticth \-car af Nebuchadrezzar 
l\cbuzaradan the· captain of the guard 
carried away captive of the Jews seven 
hundred forty and fi,·e persons: all the 
1x·r:;on.s were four thousand and six 
i1undred. 

31 And it came to pass in the· seven and 
thirtil'lh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin 
kin~ of Judah, in the twelfth month, in 
the five and twentieth day of the month, 

2R 

that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in 
the first year of his reign, lifted up the head 
of J ehoiachin king of Judah, and brought 
him forth out of prison; and he spake 32 
kindlv to him, and set his throne above the 
thron'e of the kings that were with him in 
Babylon. And he changed his prison gar
ments, and did eat bread before him con
tinually all the days of his life. And for 34 
his allowance, there was a continual allo"·
ance given him of the king of Babylon, evny 
day a portion until the day of his death, 
all the days of his life. 



The Prophecies of 

EZEKIEL 

In Seven Books 

BOOK I. - Tbe Opening of tbe Message 

BOOK II. - The Sevenfold Token 

BOOK 1/1. - Tbe Sevenfold Parable 

BOOK IV. - judgement· of !be Inquiring Elders 

BOOK V. - Seven Last Words 

BOOK VI. - Dooms of tbe Nations 

BOOK VII. - The Fall and !be Restoration to Come 

BOOK I. - THE OPENING OF THE MESSAGE 

i. - - The Prophet's Commission to Rebellious Israel 
1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of 

the month, as I was among the captives by the river Chebar, that the heavens were 
opened, and I saw visions of God. In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth 
y~ar of king Jehoiachin's captivity, the word of the LORD came expressly unto Ez~
kicl the priest, the son of Iluzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Che bar; and 
the hand of the LORD was there upon him. 

4 And I looked, and, behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, a great cloud, with 
a fire infolding itself, and a brightness round about it, and out·of the midst thereof as 
the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. And out of the midst thereof came 
the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the 
likeness of a man. And every one had four faces, and every one of them had four 
wings. And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole 

8 of a calf's foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. And they had 
the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides: and they four had their faces 
and their wings thus; their wings were joined one to another; they turned 
not when they went; they went every one straight forward. As for the likeness 
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of their faces, they had the face of a man; and they four h~d the face of a lion on the 
right side; and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four had also the 
face of an eagle. And their faces and their wings were separate above; two wings of n 
ewry one were joineil one to another, and two covered their bodies. An1\ they went 
ewrv one straight forn•ard: whither the spirit was to go, they went; they turned not 
when they went. As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like 
burning cor,Is oi lire, like the appearance of torches; it went up and down among the 
li1·ing creatures: and the fire was bright, and out of the lire went forth lightning. 
:\ml the li1·ing creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning. 14 
:\"ow as I bchdrl the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth beside the 
li1·ing creatures, for each of the four faces thereof. The appearance of the wheels and 
their work was like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: and 
their appearance and th~ir work was as it were a wheel within a wheel. When they 
went, th~y went upon their four sides: they turned not when they went. As for their 18 
rings, they were high and dreadful; and they four had their rings foll of eyes round 
alxiut. And when the !h'ing creatures went, \he wheels went beside them: and when 
the li1·ing creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were liftetl up. Whither
s•icwr the spirit was to go, thcv went; thither was lhe spirit to go: and the wheels 
were lifted up beside them; for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. 
\\"hen those went, these went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those 21 

were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up beside them: for the spirit of 
:he living creature was in the wheels. And 01·er the head of the living creature there 
was the likeness of a firmament, like the colour of the terrible crystal, stretched forth 
over their heads abo1·e. _'\nd under the firmament were their wings straight, the one 
toward the other: eYcry one had two which covered on this side, and c\·ery one had 
two which co1·erec! on that side, their bodies. And when they went, I heard the noise 24 
of their wings like the noise of great wat~rs, like thC' voice of the Almighty, a noise of 
tumult like the noise of an host: when they stood, they let down their wings. And there 
was a voice abol'e the firmament that was 01·cr their heads: when they stood, they let 
down their wings. :\nd above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness 
of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne 
was a likeness as the appearance of a.man upon it abol'c. And I sa11· as the colour of 2 7 
am bcr, as the appearance of fire within it round about, from t:1e appearance of his ioins 
an<l upw~rd; and from the appearance of his loins and downward I saw as it were the 
ap1x:arance of fire, and there was brightness round about him. :\s the appearance of 
the lxiw that is in the cloud :n the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness 
round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lo1rn. 
And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake. 

And he sairl unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak with thee. 2 
And tlw spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon my feet; and 
I hearrl 11im that spake unto me. And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to 
the children of Israel, to nations that arc rebellious, which have rebelled against me: 
they and their fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day. And 
t:ll" chilrlren are impudent and stifThearted; I do send thee unto them: and thou 
'''~' 1 t say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Goo. And they, whether they will hear, or~ 
·;;!i: thcr they will forbear, (for they arc a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there· 
hath been a prophet among them. And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost 
dwell among scorpions: he not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, 
though they he a rebellious house. And thou shalt speak my words unto them, 7 
whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: for they arc most rebellious. 
But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; be not thou rebellious like that 
rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee. And when I looked, 
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behold, an hand was put forth unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; and he 
spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and there was written 

3 therein lamentations, an~ mourning, and woe. And he said unto me, Son of man, cat 
that thou findest; eat this roll, and go, speak unto the house of Israel. So I open eel 
my mouth, and he caused me to eat the roll. And he said unto me, Son of man, cause 
thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I cal it; 
and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. 

4 And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and SfK'ak 
with my words unto them. For thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and 
of an hard language, but to the house of Israel; not to many peoples of a slrangr 
speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, if 
I sent thee to them, they would hearken unto thee. But the house of Israel will not 
hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel arc 

8 of an hard forehead and of a stiff heart. Behold, I have made thy face hard against 
their faces, and thy forehead hard against their foreheads. As an adamant harder 
than flint have I made thy forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, 
though they be a rebellious house. 

ii.- The Prophet the Watchman of the Captivity 
10 Moreover he said unto me: Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee 

receive in thine heart, and hear with thine cars. And go, get thee to them of the cap
tivity, unto the children of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith 
the Lord GoD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear. Then the spirit 
lifted me up, and I heard behind me the voice of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be the 

13 glory of the LORD from his place. And I heard the noise of the wings of the living 
creatures as they touched one another, and the noise of the wheels beside them, even thr 
noise of a great rushing. So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away: and I went in 
bitterness, in the heat of my spirit, and the hand of the LORD was strong upon 1111·. 

Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-a bib, that dwelt by the river Chcbar, and 
to where they dwelt; and I sat there astonied among them seven clays. . 

16 And it came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of the LORD came unto 
me, saying, Son of man, I have made thee a Wat~hman unto the house of Israrl: there
fore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto 
the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou gi,·cst him not warning, nor speakcst to 
warn the wicked from his wicked way, lo save his life; the same wicked man shall 

19 die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the 
wicker!, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in 
his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. Again, when a righteous man doth 
turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before 
him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and 
his righteous deeds which he hath done shall not be rem em be red; but his blood will 

21 I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the right
eous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he took warning; and 
thou hast delivered thy soul. 

iii. - The Opening of the Mouth 
22 And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go 

forth into the plain, and I will there talk with thee. Then I arose, and went forth 
into the plain: and, behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, as the glory which I 
saw by the river Chebar: and I fell on my face. Then the spirit entered into me, and 
set me upon my feet; and he spake with me, and said unto me, Go, shut thyself within 

25 thine house. But thou, son of man, behold, they shall Jay bands upon thee, and shall 
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bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among them: and I will make thy 
t"ngue clea\'e to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to 
them a reprover: for they are a rebellious house. But when I speak with thee, I will 27 
<•p<?n thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gon. He that 
hcarcth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious 
house. 

iv. - The Mimic Siege of Jerusalem 
Thou also, son of man, take th~c a tile, and lay it before thee, and pourtray upon it 4 

~ rill', cn·n Jerusalem: and lay siege against it, and build forts against it, and cast 
up a mount against it; set camps also against it, and plant battering rams against it 
rnund about. And take thou unto thee an iron pan, and set it for a wall of iron be· 
tween thee and thr· city: and set thy face toward it, and it shall be besieged, and thou 
shalt lay siege against it. This shall be a sign to the hous~ of Israel. 

:'\Iorco1·er lie. thou upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel 4 
upon it: arcor<ling to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it, thou shalt 
hear their iniquity. For I have appointed the years of their iniquity to he unto thee 
a number of da1·s, e1·cn three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity 
of the housn of J,;rael. And again, when thou hast accomplished these, thou shalt 6 
lie on thv right side, and shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah; forty days, 
each day· for a year, have I appointed it unto thee. And thou shalt set thy face toward 
the siege of Jcru,;alcm, with thine arm unco1•cred; and thou shalt prophesy against 
it. :\nd, behold, I lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side 
to another, till thou hast accomplisht'd the days of thy siege. Take thou also unto 9 
thee wheat, and barley, an<l h~ans, and lentils, and millet, and spelt, and put them in one 
ves;;el, and make thee brea<l thereof; according to the number of the days that thou 
shalt lie upon thy side, even three hundred and ninety days, shall thou eat thereof. 
And thy meat whirh thou shalt eat shall he by weight, twenty shekels a day: from 
time lo time shalt thou cat it. And thou shalt drink water by measure, the sixth pnrt 
of an hin: from time to time shalt thou drink. And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, 12 

and thou shalt bake it in their sight with dun!( that cometh out of man. And the 
Lo1m said, Ewn thus shall the children of Israel cat their bread unclean, among the 
nation,; whither I will dri1·e them. (Then said I, Ah Lord Gon ! behold, my soul 
hath not been pollut<"rl: for from my youth up eycn till now have I not eaten of that 
which dieth of itself, or is tom of beasts; neither came there abominable flesh into my 
mouth. Then he said unto me, See, I have given thee cow's dung for man's dung, 15 
and thou shalt prepare thy hrearl thrreon.) :'\foreo1·er he said unto me, Son of man, 
he hold, I will break the staff of bread in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by wright, 
and with carefulness; and they shall drink water by measure, and with astonishment: 
that they may want bread and water, and be astonied one with another, and pine away 
in their iniquity. * 

And U1ou, son of man, take thee a sharp sword, as a barber's razor shalt thou take 5 
it unto thee, and shalt cause it to pass upon thine head and upon thy beard: then take 
thee l>alances to wci~h, and dil'ide the hair. A third part shalt thou burn in the fire 
in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled; and thou shalt take a 
thir<l part, an<l smite with the sword round about it; and a third part thou shalt 
scatter to the wind, and I will draw out a sword after them. And thou shalt take 3 
thereof a few in num bcr, and bind them in thy skirts. And of these again shall thou 
take, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire; therefrom 
shall a fire come forth into all the house of Israel. 
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s Thus saith the Lord Gon: This is Jerusalem: I have set her in the midst of the 
nations, and _countries arc round about her. And she hath rebelled against my 
judgements in doing wickedness more than the nations, and against my statu(!'s 
more than the countries that are round about her: for they have rejected my judge-

7 men ts, ancl as for my statutes, they have not walked in them. Therefore thus saith tlw 
Lord Gon: Rccausc ye arc turbulent more than the nations that arc round 
about you, and have not walked in my statutes, neither have kept my judgr
ments, neither have done after the ordinances of the nations that arc round 
about you; therefore thus saith the Lord GoD: Behold, I, even J, am agai11't 
thee; and I will execute judgements in the midst of thee in the sight of 

9 the nations. And I will do in thee that which I have not done, and whereunto 
I will not do any more the like, because of all thine abominations. Therefore the 
fathers shall cat the sons in the miclst of thee, and the sons shall cat their fathers; 
and I will execute judgements in thee, and the whole remnant of thee will I scatter 

II unto all the wincls. \Vhercfore, as I live, saith the Lord Gou, surely, because thou 
hast defiled my sanctuary with all thy detestable things, and with all thine abomina
tions, therefore will I also diminish thee; neither shall mine eye spare, and I also will 
have no pity. A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famin" 
shall they be consumed in the midst of thee; and a third part shall fall by the sword 
round about thee; and a third part I will scatter unto all the winds, and will draw out 

13 a sword after them. Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will satisfy my 
fury upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that I the Lmm ha1·e 
spoken in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury upon them. l\lorcover I will 
make thee a desolation and a reproach, among the nations that arc round about thee, 

15 in the sight of all that pass by. So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction 
and an astonishment, unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall execute 
judgements in thee in anger and in fury, and in furious rebukes: I the LORD hal'<' 
spoken it: when I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, that are for destruc 
tion, which I will send to destroy you; anrl I will increase the famine upon you, 

17 and will break your stalT of bread; and I will send upon you famine and el'il bcasls, 
and they shall bereave thee; and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; and 
I will bring the sword upon thee: I the LORD have spoken it. 

v. - The Doom of the Land 
6 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face towarrl 

the mountains of Israel, and prophesy unto them, and say, Ye mountains of Israel, 
hear the word of the Lord Gon: Thus saith the Lord Gou to the mountains and to tlw 
hills, to the watercourses and to the valieys: Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon 
you, and I will destroy your high places. And your altars shall become desolate, and 
your sun-images shall be broken: and I will cast clown your slain men lido re your 

5 idols. And I will lay the carcases of the children of Israel before their icl,ils; and I 
will scatter your bones round about your altars. In all your dwelling pbc(s the citj,., 
shall be laid waste, and the high places shall be desobte; that your al la rs may \It' 
laid waste and made desobtc, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your sun
images may he hewn down, and your works may be abolished. And lhe slain shall 

a fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that I am the LORD. Yet will I leave a 
remnant, in that ye shall have some that escape the sword among the nations, when ye 
shall he scattered through the countries. And they that escape of you shall remember 
me among the nations whither they shall be carried captives, how that I hal'e been 
broken with their whorish heart, which hath rleparterl from me, and with their eyes, 
which go a whoring after their idols: and they shall loathe themselves in their own 

614 



Prophetic \Vorks of Ezekiel B<-- Ezekiel 

sight for the evils which they have committed in all their abominations. And they shall 10 

know that I am the LORD: I have not said in vain that I would do this evil unto them. 

* Thus saith the Lord Goo: Smite with thine hand, and stamp with thy foot, and 11 

say, :\las! because of all the e\·il abominations of the house of Israel: for they shall 
fall by the s1Yord, by the famine, and by the pestilence. He that is far off shall die 
of the pcstikncc; and he that is near shall fall .by the sword; and he that remaineth 
and is be:<ic,gcd shall die by the famine: thus \\"ill I accomplish my fury upon them. 
And ye ,;hall know that I am the LoRD, when their slain men shall be among their 13 
idols round about their altars, upo9 every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, 
and under every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they did offer 
s1Yeet sarnur lo all their idols. And I will stretch out my hand upon them, and make 
the lanrl desolate and waste, from the wilderness toward Diblah, throughout all their 
habitations: and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

vi. - Behold, it cometh! 
~foreowr the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, And thou, son of man, 7 

thus saith the Loni GoD unto the land of Israel: 

An end! 
The end is come 

Upon the four corners of the land! 

:\ow is the end upon thee, anrl I will send mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee 3 
according to thy ways; and I will bring upon thee all thine abominations. Anrl 
mine eye shall not spare thee, neither will I have pity: but I will bring thy ways 
upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee: and ye shall know 
that I am the LORD. s 

Thus saith the Lord GOD: 

An evil! 
An only evil! 

Behold, it cometh! 
An end is come, 

• The end is come, 
It awakcth against thee: 

Behold, it cometh! 

Thy doom is come unto thee, 0 inhabitant of the land: the time is come, the day is near; 7 
a day of tumult, and not of joyful shouting, upon the mountains. Now will I shortly 
pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger against thee, and will judge 
th~e according to thy ways; and I will bring upon thee all thine abominations. And 
mme eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: I will bring upon thee according to 
thv ways, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee; and ye shall know that 
I the LORD do smite. 

Behold, the day, 
Behold, it cometh! 

'I_'hy doo~ is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed, pride hath burlrlcd. Violence is 11 

nsen up mto a rod of wickedness; none of them shall remain, nor of their multitude, 
nor of their wealth: neither shall there be emincncy among them. 

The time is come ! 
The day drawcth near! 
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Let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn: for wrath is upon all the multitude 
13 thereof. For the seller shall not return to that which is sold, although they be yet 

alive: for the vision is touching the whole multitude thereof, none shall return; 
neither shall any strengthen himself in the iniquity of his life. They have blown the 
trumpet, and have made all ready; but none goeth to the battle: for my wrath is 
upon all the multitude thereof. The sword is without, and the pestilence and the 
famine within: he that is in the field shall die with the sword; and he that is in the 

16 city, famine and p~stilcnce shall devour him. But they that escape of them shall 
es~ape, and shall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, 
every one in his iniquity. All hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be weak as 
water. They shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror shall co\·er them; 

r9 and shame shall be upon all faces, and baldness upon all their heads. They shall 
cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be as an unclean thing; their silver 
and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lonn; 
they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it hath been the 
stum blingblock of their iniquity. As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in 
majesty: but they made the images of their abominations and their detestable things 

21 therein: therefore have I made it unto them as an unclean thing. And I \\'ill give 
it into the hands of the strangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; 
and they shall profane it. l\Iy face will I turn also from them, and they shall profane 
my secret place: and robbers shall enter into it, and profane it. Make the chain: 
for the land is full of bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence. Wherefore I will 
bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess their houses: I will also make 
the pride of the strong to cease; and their holy places shall be profaned. Destruc 

26 tion cometh; and they shall seek peace, and there shall be none. Mischief shall come 
upon mischief, and rumour shall be upon rumour; and they shall seek a vision of the 
prophet; but the law shall perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients. 
The king shall mourn, and the prince shall be clothed with desolation, and the hands 
of the people of the land shall be troubled: I will do unto them after their way, and 
according to their deserts will I judge them; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

vii. - Vision of Jerusalem in her Pollutions 
8 And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day of the 

month, as I sat in mine house, and the elders of Judah sa'! before me, that the hand of 
the Lord Gon fell there upon me. Then I beheld, and, lo, a likeness as the appearance 
of fire; from the appearance of his loins and downward, fire: and from his loins and 

3 upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the colour of amber. And he put forth 
the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me 
up between the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the visions of Goel to Jerusa
lem, to the door of the gate of the inner court that looketh toward the north; where 
was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provokcth to jealousy. An<l, behold, 
the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the appearance that I saw in the 
plain. 

5 Then said he unto me, Son of man, life up thine eyes now the way toward the north. 
So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold northward of the gate 
of the altar this image of jealousy in the entry. And he said unto me, Son of man, 
seest thou what they do? even the great abominations that the house of Isr~el do 
commit here, that I should go far off from my sanctuary? But thou shalt agam see 

7 yet other great abominations. And he brought me to the door of the court; and when 
I looked behold a hole in the wall. Then said he unto me, Son of man, dig now in 
th~ wall: and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door. And he said unto me, 
Go in, and see the wicked abominations that they do here. So I went in and saw; 
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and bdwld c\"ery form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols 
of the huu,;e of Israel, pourtrayed upon the wall round about. And there stood 11 

he fore them seven Ly men of the ciders of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them 
sln:'d _h'.lzaniah the s:in of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and the 
uchur of the dcJUd of incense went up. Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast 
1 h· •U seen what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in his cham-
1 c'rs of imagery? for they say, The LORD secth us not; the LORD hath forsaken 
the eanh. He said also unto me, Thou shalt again see yet other great abominations 13 
which they do. Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD'S house which 
was toward the north; and behold, there sat the women weeping for Tammuz. 
Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, 0 son of man? thou shalt again see yet 
grcata abominations than these. And he brought me into the inner court of the 16 
Lu1m's house, and behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch 
and rhe altar, were al.out five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple 
uf the LoRJJ, and their faces toward the cast; and they worshipped the sun toward the 
L'<tst. Thw he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, 0 son of man? Is it a light thing 17 
tu the hou;oc of Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit here? 
for tlwy haYe lilkd the land with violence, and have turned again to provoke me to 
anger: and, I•>, they put the branch to their nose. Therefore will I also deal in fury: 
mint' eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears 
with a lutHI voice, Yd will I not hear them. 

Then he criccf in mine cars with a loud voice, saying, Cause ye them that have 9 
char.~e m·er the city to draw near, every man with his destroying weapon in his hand. 
:\n<l behold, six men came from the way of the upper gate, which lieth toward the 
north, ewry man with his slaughter weapon in his hand; and one man in the midst 
oi them clothed in linen, with a writer's inkhom by his side. And they went in, 
and stood beside the brasen altar. And the glory of the God of Israel was gone 3 
up from the cherub, whereupon it was, to the threshold of the house: and he called 
to the man clothed in linen, which had the writer's inkhotn bv his side. Ancl the 
LoRD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jeru
salem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all 
the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And to the others he said in 5 
mine hearing, Go ye through the city after him, and smite: let not your eye spare, 
neither have ye pity: slay utterly the old man, the young man and the maiden, and 
little children and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; 
and bl'gin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before 
the hllthe. And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with the slain: 
g" ye forth. And they went forth, and smote in the city. And it came to pass, while 8 
they were smiting, anrl I was left, that I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah 
Lord (~uo ! \\·ilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury 
upon JcrusJlem? Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and 
Judah is r·xceccling ,l!;reat, and the land is full of blood, and the city full of wresting 
of judgement: for they say, The LORD hath forsaken the earth, and the LORD sceth 
not. And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, but I ro 
will bring their way upon their head. And behold, the man clothed in linen, which 
had the inkhorn by his side, reported the matter, saying, I have done as thou hast 
commanded me. 

Then I looked, and behold, in the firmament that was over the head of the cheru- 10 
bim, there appeared above them as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of 
the likeness of a throne. And he spake unto the man clothed in linen, and said, Go 
in between the whirling wheels, even under the cherub, and fill both thine hands with 
coals of fire from between the cherubim, and scatter them over the city. And he went 
in in my sight. Now the cherubim stood on the right side of the house, when the man 3 

617 



Ezt:k;cl -..a Books of the Prophets 

4 went in; and the cloud filled the inner court. And the glory of the LORD mounted 
up from the cherub, and stood over the threshold of the house; and the house was 
filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the LORD'S glory. 
And the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard even to the outer court, as the 

6 voice of God Almighty when he speaketh. And it came to pass, when he commanded 
the man clothed in linen, saying, Take fire from between the whirling wheels, from 
between the cherubim, that he went in, and stood beside a wheel. And the cherub 
stretched forth his hand from between the cherubim unto the fire that was betwe('n the 
cherubim, and took thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed in linen, 

a who took it and went out. And there appeared in the cherubim the form of a man's 
hand under their wings. And I looked, and behold, four wheels beside the cherubim, 
one wheel beside one cherub, and another wheel beside another cherub: and the 
appearance of the wheels was as the colour of a beryl stone. And as for their ap
pearance, they four had one likeness, as if a wheel had been within a wheel. When 
they went, they went upon their four sides: they turned not as they went, but to the 

12 place whither the head looked they followed it; they turned not as they went. And 
their whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and their wings, and the wheels, 
were full of eyes round about, even the wheels that they four had. As for the wheels, 
they were called in my hearing, the whirling wheels. And every one had four faces: 
the first face was the face of the cherub, and the second face was the face of a man, 

15 and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. And the cherubim 
mounted up: this is the living creature that I saw by the river Chebar. And when 
the cherubim went, the wheels went beside them: and when the cherubim lifted up 

· their wings to mount up from the earth, the wheels also turned not from beside them. 
When they stood, these stood; and when they mounted up, these mounted up with 

18 them: for the spirit of the living creature was in them. And the glory of the Lo Rn 
went forth from over the threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubim. And 
the cherubim lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight when 
they went forth, and the wheels beside them: and they stood at the door of the east 
gate of the Lmm's house; and the glory of the God of Israel was O\'er them abo,·e. 

w This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river Chebar; and 
I knew that they were cherubim. Every one ha.<! four faces apiece, and every one 
four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings. And as 
for the likeness of their faces, they were the faces which I saw by the river Chcbar, 
their appearances and themselves; they went every one straight forward. 

11 Moreover the spirit lifted me up, and brought me unto the east gate of the LORD'S 
house, which looketh eastward: and behold, at the door of the gate five and twenty 
men; and I saw in the midst of them Jaazaniah the son of Azzur, and l'clatiah the 
son of llenaiah, princes of the people. And he said unto me, Son of man, these are 
the men that devise iniquity, and that give wicked counsel in this city: \\'hich say, Is 
not the time near to builcl houses: this city is the caldron, and we be the llcsh. There-

; fore prophesy against them, prophesy, 0 son of man. And the spirit of the LORD 
fc-11 upon me, and he said unto me, Speak, Thus saith the LORD: Thus have ye said, 
0 house of Israel; for I know the things that come into your mind. Ye have multi
plied your slain in this city, and ye have filled the streets thereof with the slain. There
fore tlius s<iith the Lord GoD: Your slain whom ye have laid in the midst of it, they 
are the llesh, and this city is the calclron: but ye shall be brought forth out of the 

8 midst of it. Ye have feared the sword; and I will b1;ng the sword upon you, saith 
the Lord Gon. And I will bring you forth out of the midst thereof, and deliver you 
into the hancls of strangers, and will execute judgements among you. Ye shall fall 
by ihe swore!; I will judge you in the border of Israel; and ye shall know that I am 

II the LORD. This city shall not be your calclron, neither shall ye be the flesh in the 
midst thereof; I will judge you in the hordcr of Israel; and ye shall know that I 
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am the LORD: for ye have not walked in my statutes, neither have ye executed my 
judgements, but have done after the ordinances of the nations that arc round about 
you. And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatiah the son of llcnaiah died. 
'rhen fell I down upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, and said, Ah Lord Goo! 
wilt thou make a full end of the remnant of Israel? 

.\nd the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, thy brethren, even '" 
thv breth•en, the men of thy kindred, and all the house of Israel, all of them, are they 
u1ito whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the LORD; 
11nto us is this land given for a possession: therefore say, Thus saith the Lord Gon: 
\\"hc-reas l ha,·e removed them far off among the nations, and whereas I have scat
"'rcd them among the countries, yet will I be to them a sanctuary for a little \\'bile in 
the countries where they are come. Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord Goo: I l? 
will gather you from the peoples, and assemble you out of the count1ies \\'here ye have 
been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. And they shall come thither, 
and they shall t:i.ke away all the detestable things thereof and all the abomination.-; 
thereof from thence. And I will gi,·e them one heart, and I will put a new spirit 19 

within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an 
heart of tlcsh: that they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do 
them: anrl they shall he my people, and I will he their God. But as for them whose 
heart walketh aftcr the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I 
will bring their way upon their own heads, saith the Lord Goo. 

Then did the cherubim lift up their wings, and the wheels were beside them; and 22 

the glory of the Gorl of Israel was over them abO\·e. And the 1tlory of the LORD 
went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which i:< on the east 
side of the city. And the spirit lifted me up, and brought me in the vision Ly the 
spirit of God into Chaldea, to them of the captivity. So the vision that I had seen 
went up from me. Then I spake unto them of the captivity all the things that the 25 

LORD had shewed me. 

BOOK //.-THE SEVENFOLD TOKEN 

i. - Stuff for Removing 
The word of the LORD also came unto me, sayin!(: Son of man, thou dwellest in 12 

the midst of the rebellious house, which have eyes to sec, and see not, which have 
ears to hear, and hear not; for they arc a rebellious house. Therefor<', thou son of 
man, prepare thee stuff for removing, and remove by day in their sight; and thou 
shalt remove from thy place to another place in their sight: it may be they will con
sider, though they he a rebellious house. And thou shalt bring forth thy stuff by day 4 
in their sight, a . .; stuff for removing: anrl thou shalt go forth thyself at e\·en in their 
sight, as when men go forth into exile. Dig thou through the wall in their sight, 
and carry out thereby. In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy shoulder, and carry 
it . ··th in the dark; thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not the ground: for I 
ha · .· set thee for a sign unto the house of Israel. And I did so as I was commanded: 7 
l lmn11.~ht forth my stuff by day, as stuff for removing, and in the even I digged through 
~!w w,~11 ,~·ith mine hand; I brought it forth in the dark, and bare it upon my shoulder 
111 tlw1r sight. And in the morning came the word of the LORD unto me, saying, Son 
of man, hath not the house of Israel, the rebellious house, said unto thee, \\'hat 
doest thou? Say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord Gou: This burden conccrneth lo 

the prince in Jerusalem, and all the house of Israel among whom they arc. Say, I 
am your sign: like as I have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall !(O into 
:xilc, into captivity. And the prince that is among them shall hear upon his shoulder 
m the dark, and shall go forth: they shall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: 
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13 he shall cover his face, because he shall not see the ground with his eyes. My net also 
will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and I will bring him to 
Babylon lo the land of the Chaldcans; yet shall he not sec it, though he shall die 
there. And I will scatter toward every wind all that arc round about him to help 
him, an cl all his bands; and I will draw out the sword after them. And they shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I shall disperse them among the nations, and scatter 

16 them through the countries. But I will leave a few men of them from the sworrl, 
from the famine, and from the pestilence; that they may declare all their abominations 
among the nations whither they come; and they shall know that I am tbe Lorm. 

ii. - Bread of Trembling 
17 Moreover the word of the LoRD came lo me, saying, Son of man, eat thy bread 

with quaking, and drink thy waler with trembling and with carefulness; and say unto 
the people of the land, Thus <;aith the Lord Goo concerning the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and the land of Israel: They shall cat their bread with caL 'ulncss, and 
drink their water with astonishment, that her land may be desolate from all that is 

20 therein, because of the violence of all them that dwell therein. Anci the cities that 
are inhabited shall be laid waste, and the land shall be a desolation; and ye shall 
know that I am the LORD. 

iii. - The Proverb of Vision Failing 
21 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, what is this proverb 

that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, 

The days are prolonged, 
And every vision faileth? 

23 Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord Gon: I will make this proverb to cease, 
and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, 

The days are at hand, 
And the effect of every vision. 

24 For there shall be no more any vain vision nor flattering divination within the house o'.· 
Israel. For I am the LORD; I will speak, and the word that I shall sptak shall be 
performed; it shall be no more deferred: for in your days, 0 rebellious house, will 
I speak the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord Goo. 

iv. - The Proverb of Vision Afar Off 
2 6 Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Son of man, behold, they of the 

house of Israd say, The vision that he seeth is for many days to come, and he prophe
sieth of times that are far off. Therefore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Goll: 
There shall none of my words be deferred any more, but the word which I shall speak 
shall be performed, saith the Lord Goo. 

v. - Trust in False Prophets 
13 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of mar., prophesy against 

the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of 
their own heart, Hear ye the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord Goo: Woe unto 
the foolish prophe:s, that follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! 0 Israel, 
thy prophets have been like foxes in the waste places. Ye have not gone up into the 
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gnps, neither made up the fence for the house of Israel, to stand in the battle in the 
dav of the LORD. Thcv have seen vanity and lying divination, that say, The LORD 6 
sai"th; and the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made men to hope that the 
word should be confirmed. Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a 
lying divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith; albeit I have not spoken? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD: Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, 8 
therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the Lord GoD. And mine hand shall be 
against the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the 
council of my p<ople, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, 
neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I am the Lord 
GoD. Bccausl', even because they have seduced my people, saying, Peace; and 10 

there is no P'~ace; and when one buildeth up a wall, bPhold, they daub it with un
tempered mortar: say unto them which daub it with untempered mortar, that it shall 
fall: there shall be an overflowing shower; and ye, 0 weat hailstones, shall fall; 
and a stormv wind shall rend it. Lo, when the wall is fallen, shall it not be said unto 
you, \\'here ·is the daubing wherewith ye have daubed it? Therefore thus saith the 13 
Lord GoD; I will c\·en rend it with a stormy wind in my fury; and there shall be an 
twcrflowing shower in mine anger, and great hailstones in fury to consume it. So will 
1 hreak down the wall that ye have daubed with untempered ir.ortar, and bring it 
down to the ground, so that the foundation thereof shall be discovered: and it shall 
fall, and ye shall be consumed in the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I am the 
LORD. Thus will I accomplish my fury upon the wall, and upon them that have 15 
daubed it with untempered mortar; and I will say unto you, The wall is no more, 
neither they that dauhed it; to wit, the prophets of Israel which prophesy concerning 
Jerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, and there is no peace, saith the 
Lord GoD. * 

And thou, son of man, set thy face against the daughters of thy people, which 17 
prophc>y out of their own heart; and prophesy thou against them, and say, Thus 
saith the Lord GoD: Woe to the women that sew pillows upon all elbows, and make 
kerchiefs for the head of persons of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt the 
souls of my p~ople, and sa.ve souls alive for yourselves? And ye have profanecl me 19 
amonf!: my people for handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to slay the souls that 
should not rlir, and to sa,·e the souls alive that should not liv{', by your lying to my 
pC'opll' that hearken unto lies. Wherefore thus saith the Lord Gon: Behold, I am 
against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly, and I will 
tca.r them from your arms; and I will let the souls go, e\·en the souls that ye hunt to 
make them fly. \'our kerchiefs also will I tear, and deliver my people out of your 21 

hand, and they shall be no more in your hand to he hunted; and ye shall know that 
1 am the LoRn. Ilecause with lies ye have grievNl the heart of the righteous, whom 1 
have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not 
rctum from his wicked way, and be saved alive: therefore ye shall no more see vanity, 23 
nor divine divinations: and I will deliver my people out of your hand; and ye shall 
kno1" that I am the LORD. 

vi. - Trust in Vain Inquiry 
Then came certain of the ciders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. And the 14 

word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, these men have taken their idols 
into their heart, and put the stumhlingblock of their iniquity before their face: should 
1 l?c inquired of at all hy them? Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus 4 
saith the Lord GoD: Every man of the house of Israel that taketh his idols into his 
heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the 
prophet; I the LORD will answer him therein according to the multitude of his idols; 

621 



Ezekiel ->S Books of the Prophets 

that I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged 
6 from me through their idols. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the 

Lord Gon: Return ye, and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your 
faces from all your abominations. For every one of the house of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn in Israel, which separateth himself from me, and taketh his 
idols into his heart, and putteth the stum blingblock of his iniquity before his face, 
and cometh to the prophet to inquire for himself of me; I the LORD will answer him 

a hy myself: and I will set my face against that man, and will make him an astonish
ment, for a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my people; 
and ye shall know that I am the LORD. And if the prophet be decei,·cd and spcaketh 
a word, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon 
him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people Israel. And they shall bear 
their iniquity: the iniquity of the prophet shall be even as the iniquity of him that 

II secketh unto him; that the house of Israel may go no more astray from me, neither 
defile themselves any more with all their transgressions; but that they may be my 
people, and I may be their God, saith the Lord Goo. 

vii. - Trust in Vicarious Righteousness 
J2 And the worrl of the LORD came unto me, saying: Son of man, when a land sinneth 

against me by committing a trespass, and I stretch out mine hand upon it, and break 
the staff of the bread thereof, and send famine upon it, and cut off from it man and 
beast; though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver 

15 but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord Goo. If I cause noisome 
beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no man 
may pass through because of the beasts; though these three men were in it, as I live, 
saith the Lord Gon, they shall <le liver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be 
delivered, but the land shall be desolate. Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and 
say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut ofI from it man and beast; though 
these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord Goo, they shall deliver neither sons 

19 nor <laughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves. Or if I send a pestilence 
into that land, and pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut ofI from it man and beast: 
though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord Goo, they sha.ll 
deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their 
righteousness. For thus saith the Lord Goo: How much more when I send my 
four sore judgements upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome 
heasts, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? 

22 Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be carried forth, both sons 
and daughters: behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall sec their way and 
their doings: and ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought upon 
Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it. And they shall comfort 
you, when ye see their way and their doings: and ye shall know that I have not done 
without cause all that I have done in it, saith the Lord Goo. 

BOOK III. - THE SEVENFOLD PARABLE 

i. - Parable of the Vine 
15 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying: Son of man, what is the vine 

tree more than any tree, the vine branch which is among the trees of the forest? 
Shall wood be taken thereof to make any work? or will men take a pin of it to hang 
any vessel thereon? Behold, it is cast into the fire for fuel: the fire hath devoured 
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both the ends of it, and the midst of it is burned; is it profitable for any work? 
Behold, when it was whole, it was meet for no work: how much less, when the fires 
hath deYourcd it, and it is burned, shall it yet be meet for any work? Therefore 
thus saith the Lord Gon: As the vine tree among the trees of the forest, which I 
h:n·e gi,·en to the tire for fuel, so will I gi,:e the inhabitants of-Jerusalem. And I 
will set nw face against them; they shall go forth from the fire, but the fire shall 
demur th~m; and ye shall know that I am the LoRD, when i set my face against 
them. And I will make the land desolate, because they have committed a trespass, 8 
saith the Lord Gon. 

ii.- Parable of the Foundling 
Again the word of the LORD rnme unto me, saying: Son of man, cause Jeru-16 

salem to know her abominations, and say, Thus saith the Lord GoD unto Jerusalem: 
Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of the Canaanite; the Amorite was thy 
father, and thy mother was an Hittite. And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast 
born thy naYe! was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to cleanse thee; thou 
wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. None eye pitied thee, to do any of these 5 
unto thee, to hwe compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, 
f.,r that thy pcrsun was abhorred, in the day that thou wast born. And when I 
passed by thee, and saw thee weltering in thy blood, I said unto thee, In thy blood, 
li,·e; yea, I said unto thee, In thy blood, live. I caused thee to multiply as the bud 7 
of the field, :tnd thou didst increase and wax great, and thou allainedst to excellent 
ornament; thy breasts were fashioned, and thine hair was grown; yet thou wast naked 
and bare. Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the 
Lime of love; an cl I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware 
unto thee, and entered into a COYenant with thee, saith the Lore! Gon, and thou be
camest mine. Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly washed away thy9 
L•lnocl from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. I clothed thee also with hroidcrecl work, 
and shod thee with sealskin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and covernd thee 
with silk. I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy hands, and 
a chain on thy neck. And I put a ring upon thy nose, and earrings in thine ears, and 
a lirautilul crown upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; lJ 
and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broiclcred work; thou didst eat fine 
flour, ancl honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper 
unto royal estate. And thy renown went forth among the nations for thy beauty; 
for it was pcrfert, through my majesty which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord Goo. 

But thou did,;t trust in thy beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, 15 
anrl pouredst out thy whoredoms on every one that passed by; his it was. And thou 
dirbt take ol thy garments, and madest for thee high places decked with divers colours, 
and playerbt the harlot upon them: the like things shall not come, neither shall it be 
,o. Thou didst also take thy lair jewels olmy gold and of my silver, which I harj gi,·en 17 
thee, anrl madest for thee images of men, ancl didst play the harlot with them; and thou 
t"okest thy broirlered garments, and coveredst them, and c!iclst set mine oil and mine 
inrense before them. My bread also which I gav thee, fine flour, and oil, and honey, 
wherewith I fer! thee, thou didst eYen set it hefor them for a sweet savour, and thus 
it was; saith the Lord Goo. Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, 20 

whom thou hast borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be de
\•oured. \Vere thy whoredoms a small matter, that thou hast slain my children, and 
deli,·ered them up, in causing them to pass through the fire unto them? And in all 
thine abominations and thy whoredoms thou hast not remembered the days of thy 
youth, when thou wast naked and bare, and wast weltering in thy blood. And it is 23 
come to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! saith the Lord Goo,) that 
thou hast built unto thee an eminent place, and hast made thee a-lofty place in every 
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25 street. Thou hast built thy lofty place at every head of the way, and hast made thy 
beauty an abomination, and hast opened thy feet to every one that passed by, and 
multiplied thy whoredom. Thou hast also committed fornication with the Egyptians, 
thy neighbours, great of flesh; and hast multiplied thy whoredom, to provoke me to 

27 anger. Behold therefore, I have stretched out my hand over thee, and have diminished 
thine allowance, and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the daughters 
of the Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way. Thou hast played the harlot 
also with the Assyrians, because thou wast unsatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot 

29 with them, and yet thou wast not satisfied. Thou hast moreover multiplied thy whore
dom in the land of Canaan, unto Chaldea; and yet thot' wast not s~ tisfied herewith. 
How weak is thine heart, saith the Lord Gon, seeing thou doest all these things, the 
work of an imperious whorish woman; in that tho\.l buildest thine eminent place in 
the head of every way, and makes! thy lofty place in every street; and hast not been 
as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire. A wife that committeth adultery! that taketh 

33 strangers instead of her husband I They give gifts to all harlots: but thou givest thy 
gifts to all thy lovers, and bribcst them, that they may come unto thee on every side 
for thy whoredoms. And the contrary is in thee from other women in thy whorecloms, 
in that none followeth thee to cO"nmit whoredom: and whereas thou giYest hire, and 
no hire is given unto thee, therefore thou art contrary. · 

35 Wherefore, 0 harlot, hear the word of the Lo RD: Thus saith the Lord Gon: 
Because thy filthiness was poured out, and thy nakedness discovered through thy 
whoredoms with thy lovers; and because of all the idols of thy abominations, and for 
the blood of thy children, which thou didst ,give unto them; therefore behold, I will 
gather all thy lovers, with whom thou hast taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast 
loved, with all them that thou hast hated; I will even gather them against thee on ewry 
side, and will discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy nakedness. 

38 And I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood arc judged; and 
I will bring upon thee the blood of fury and jealousy. I will also gi,·c thee into their 
hand, and they shall throw clown thine eminent place, and break down thy lofty place"; 
and they shall strip thee of thy clothes, and take thy fair jewels: and they shall ka\'c 
thee naked and bare. They shall also bring up an assembly against thee, and they 

4x shall stone thee with stones, and thrust thee through with their swords. And they 
shall burn thine houses with fire, and execute judgements upon thee in the sight uf 
many women; and I will cause thee to cease from playing the harlot, and thou shalt 
also give no hire any more. So will I satisfy my fury upon thee, and my jealousy shall 

43 depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will he no more angry. Tieca use thou hast 
not remem bercd the days of thy youth, but hasl fretted me in all these things; there
fore behold, I also will bring thy way upon thine head, saith the Lord Goo: and thou 
,halt not commit this lewdness above all thine abominations. 

iii. - Parable of Mother and Daughter 
44 tlehold, every one that uscth pr· verbs shall use this pro\'erb against thee, saying, 

As is the mother, so is her daughte . Thou art thy mother's daughter, that loathcth 
her husband and her children; and thou art the sister of thy sisters, which loathed 
their husbands and their children: vour mother was an Hittite, and your father an 
Amorite. And thine elder sister is Samaria, that dwelleth at thy left hand, she and 
her daughters: and thy younger sister, that dwelleth at thy right hand, is _Sodom ~nd 

47 her daughters. Yet hast thou not walked in their wavs, nor done after their ahomma
tions; but, BS if that were a very little thing, thou wast more corrupt than they in all 
thy ways. As I live, saith the Lord Gon, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her 
daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters. Behold, this was the iniquity 
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of thy sister Sodom; pride, fulness of bread, and prosperous ease was in her and in 
her daughters; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. And they 50 
were haughty, and committed abomination before m·e: therefore I took them away 
as I saw µ:ood. Neither hatll Samaria committed half of thy sins; but thou hast 
multiplied thine abominations more than they, and hast justified thy sisters by ell 
thine abominations which thou hast done. Thou also, bear thine own shame, in 52 
that thou hast gi1·cn judgement for thy sisters; through thy sins that thou hast com
mitted mnl' abominabie than they, they are more righteous than thou: yea, be thou 
ah;o cnnL1unrled, and bear thy sl)ame, in that thou hast justified thy sisters. 

And I 1Yill turn again their captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, 53 
and the capti1·ity of Samaria and. her daughters, and the captivity of thy captives in 
the mi1bt of them: '.hat thou mayest bear thine own shame, and mayest be ashamed 
lx'causc of all that thou hast done, in that thou art a comfort unto them. And thy 
sisters, Sodorn and her daughters, shall return to their fonncr estate, and Samaria 
and her daughters sh:ill return to their former estate, and thou and thy daughters 
shall ret•Jrn to vour :ormer estate. For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned by thy 56 
mouth in the day of thy pride; before thy wickedness was discovered, as at the time 
of the reproach of the daughters of Syria, and of all that are round about her, the 
daughters of the Philistines, which do despite unto thee round about. Thou hast 
borne thy lcwdn•.'S> and thine abominations, saith the LORD. For thus saith the Lord 59 
Gon: I will e1·en deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised the oath in 
breaking the col'enant. NeYcrtheless I will remember mv covenant with thee in 
the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an eveilasting covenant. Then 
shalt thou renwmber thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, 
thine elder sisters and thy younger: and I will give them unto thee for daughters, 
but not by thy covenant. And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt 62 
know that I am the LORD: that thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more, because' of thy shame; when I have forgiven thee 
all that thou hast done, saith the Lord Goo. 

iv. - Parable of the Eagles and the Cedar 
And the word of the LORD came unto me, s1ying, Son of man, put forth a riddle, 17 

and speak a p:irable unto the house of Israel; and say, Thus saith the Lord Goo: A 
p;re:it eap;le with great wings and long pinions, full of feathers, which had divers 
colour,, came unto Lebanon, and took the top of the cedar: he cropped off the top
mo;t of the young twigs thereof, and carried it into a land of traffic; he set it in a city 
of merchants. He took also of the seed of the land, and planted it in a fruitful soil; 
h~ placed it besirle many waters; he set it as a willow tree. And it grew, and became 6 
a spreading vine of low stature, whose branches turned toward him, and the roots 
thcr~of were under him: so it became a vine, and brought forth branches, and shot 
forth sprigs. Tlwrc was also another great eagle with great wings and many feathers: 
and, behold. this vine did bend its roots toward him, and shot forth its branches tow
anl him. from the lied:; of its plantation, that he might water it. It wes planted 
in a )!ood soil by m2.ny waters, that it might bring forth branchc·s, and that it might 
lir:ar fruit, that it might be a goodly vine. Say thou, Thus saith the Lord Gon: g 
SL all_ it prosper? shall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut ofi the fruit thereof, 
that 1t may wither; that all its fresh springing leaves may wither; even without great 
P•lll'e'. or much people to pluck it up by the roots thereof?· Yea, behold, being planted, 
shall it prosper? shall it not utterly wither, when the east wind toucheth it? it shall 
wither in the beds where it grew. 

!l'Ioreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying: Say now to the rebellious u 
house, Know ye not what these things mean? tell them, Behold, the king of Babylon 
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came to Jerusalem, and took the king thereof, and the princes thereof and hrou"hl 
13 them to him lo Baby!On; and he took of the seed royal, and made a ~ovenant ,_;;th 

him; he also brought him .under an oath, and took away the mighty of the land: 
that the kingdom might be base, that it might not lift itself up, but that hy keeping 
of his covenant it might stand. But he rebelled against him in Sending his am bas
sadors into Egypt, that they might give him horses and much people. Shall he 
prosper? shall he escape that doe th such things? shall he break the covenant, anr' 

16 yet escape? As I live, saith the Lord GoD, surely in the place where the king dwe!
lcth that made him king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant he brake, 
even with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die: Neither shall Pharaoh with his 
mighty army and great company make for him in the war, when they cast up mounts 
and build forts, to cut off many persons. For he hath despised the oath by breaking 
the covenant; and behold, he had given his hand, and yet hath done all these things; 

19 he shall not escape. Therefore thus saith the Lord GoD: As I live, surely mine oat:1 
that he hath despised, and my covenant that he hath broken, I will evcri bring it 
upon his own head. And I will spread my net upon him, and he shall be taken in my 
3nare, and I will ))ring him to Babylon, and will plead with him there for his trespass 
that he hath trespassed against me. And all his fugitives in all his bands shall fall 
by the sword, and they that remain shall be scattered toward every wind: and ye 
shall know that I the LORD have spoken it. 

22 Thus saith the Lord GoD: I will also take of the lofty top of the cedar and will 
set it; I will crop olI from the topmost of his young twigs a tender one, and I will 
plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: in the mountain of the height of Israel 
will I plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly ceclar: 
and under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof 

2 4 shall they dwell. And all the trees of the field shall know that I the LORD have 
brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up the green tree, 
and have made the dry tree lo flourish: I the LORD have spoken and have done it. 

v. - The Proverb of Sour Grapes 
18 The word of the LORD rnme unto me again, saying, What mean ye, that ye use 

this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, 

The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
And the children's teeth are set on edge? 

3 As I Jive, saith the Lord GoD, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb 
in Israel. Behold, all souls arc mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of 
the son is mine: the soul that sinnelh, it shall die. But if a man be just, and do that 
which is lawful and right, and hath not eaten upon the mounlains, neither hath liftrd 
up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his neighbour's 

7 wife, neither hath come near to a woman in her separation; and hath not wronged any, 
but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath gi,-cn 
his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a garment; he that hath nol 
given forth upon usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrcnrn his 
hand from iniquity, hath executed true judgement between man and man, hath walked 
in my statutes, and hath kept my judgements, lo deal truly; he is just, he shall surely 

10 live, saith the Lord Goo. If.he beget a son that is a robber, a shcdder of blood, and 
that docth any one of these things, and that docth not any of those duties, but even 
hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neighbour's wife, hath wronged the 
poor and needy, hath spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath 
lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed abomination, hath given forth upon 
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usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: . he hath done 
all these abominations: he shall surely die; his blood shall be upon him. Now, lo, 14 
if he beget a son, that seeth all his father's sins, which he hath done, and fcareth, and 
doeth not such likr, that hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up 
his eves to the idols of the house of Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour's wife, 
n~ith~r hath wronged any, hath not taken aught to pledge, neither hath spoiled by 
,·iolcnce, but hath givc>n his brt'ad to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a 
gam1ent, that hath withdrawn his hand from the poor, that hath not receiwd usury 17 
nor increase, hath executed my judgements, hath walked in my statutes; he shall 
not die for tlk' iniquity of his father, he shall surely live. As for his father, because 
he cruelly oppre:;sed, spoiled his brother by violence, and did that which is not good 
among his people, behold, he shall die in his iniquity. 

Yet say ye, Wherefore doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the 19 
son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath 
done them, lw shall surely liYe. The soul that sinncth, it shall die: the son shall 
not hear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity 
of the son; the righteousn~ss of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him. But if the wicked tum from all 21 

his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is 
lawful and rig-ht, he shall surely live, he shall not ciiC'. None of his transgressions that 
he hath committed shall be remem ber<'d against him: in his righteousness that he 
hath done he shall live. Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked? saith the 23 
Lore\ Gon: and not rather that he should return from his way, and live? But 
when the righteous tumeth away frr.m his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, 
and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? 
:'\one of his righteous deeds that he hath done shall be remembered: in his trespass 
that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he die. 

Yet ye say, The way of the Lore\ is not equal. Hear now, 0 house of Israel: Is 25 
not my way equal? are not your ways unequal? When the righteous man turneth 
away from his righteousness, and commitleth iniquity, and c\ieth therein; in his iniq
uity that he hath done shall he die. Again, when the wicked man tumeth away 
from his wickedness that he hath committed, and doelh that which is lawful and right, 
he shall save his soul alive. Because he considerelh, and turneth away from all his 28 
transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die. Yet 
saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. 0 house of Israel, are 
not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal? Therefore I will judge you, 0 
house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord Goo. Return ye, 
and tum yourseh·es from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. 
Cast away from you all your transgressions, wherein ye have transgressed; and make 31 
you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For I 
have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord Goo: wherefore turn 
yoursel\'es, and li,·e. 

vi. -A Wail for a Young Lion 
Moreover, take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, and say, What was 19 

thy mother? A lioness: she couched among lions, in the midst of the young lions 
she nourished her whelps. And she brought up one of her whelps; he became a 
young lion: and he learned to catch the prey, he devoured men. The nations also 
heard of him; he was taken in their pit: and they brought him with hooks unto the 
land of Egypt. Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, thens 
she took another of her whelps, and made him a young lion. And he went up and 
down among the lions, he became a young lion: and he learned to catch the prey, he 
devoured men. And he knew their palaces, and laid waste their cities; and the land 

627 



Ezekiel ->8 Books of the Prophets 

was desolate, and the fulness thereof, because of the noise of his roaring. Then the 
nations set against him on every side from the provinces: and they spread their net 

9 over him; he was taken in their pit. And they put him in a cage with hooks, and 
brought him to the king of Babylon; they brought him into strong holds, that his 
voice should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel. 

vii.-A Wail for a Broken Vine 
10 Thy mother was like a vine, in thy blood, planted by the waters: she was fruitful 

and full of branches by reason of many waters. And she had strong rods for the 
;;ceptres of them that bare rule, and their stature was exalted ·among the thick boughs, 
and they were seen in their height with the multitude of their branches. But she was 
plucked up in fury, she was cast down to the ground, and the east wind dried up her 

13 fruit: her strong rods were broken off and withered; the fire consumed them. And 
now she is planted in the wilderness, in a dry and thirsty land. And fire is gone out 
of the rods of her branches, it hath devoured her fruit, so that there is in her no 
strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation. 

BOOK IV. - JUDGEMENT OF THE INQUIRING ELDERS 

20 And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the 
month, that certain of the ciders of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, and sat before 
me. And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, speak unto the 
elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GoD: Are ye corr.c to inquire 
of me? As I live, saith the Lord Goo, I will not be inquired of by you. 

4 Wilt thou judge them, son of man, wilt thou judge them? cause them to know the 
abominations of their fathers; and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Goo: In 
the clay when I chose Israel, and lifted up mine hand unto the seed of the house of 
Jacob, and made myself known unto them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up mine 
hand unto them, saying, I am the LORD your Goel; in that day I lifted up mine hand 
unto them, to bring them forth out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied 

7 for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands: and I said unto 
them, Cast ye away every man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves 
with the idols of Egypt; I am the LORD your God. But they rebelled against me, 
and would not hearken unto me; they did not every man cast away the abominations 
of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt: then I said I would pour out 
my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the midst of the land of 

9 Egypt. But I wrought for my name's sak", that it should not be profanrd in the sight 
of th·~ nations, among whom th,~y were, in whose sight I made myself known unto 
them, in bringing them forth out of Lh~ land of Egypt. So I caused them to go forth 
out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. And I gave them my 
statutes, anrl slwwcd them my judgements, which if a man do, he shall live in thrm. 

12 Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that thl'y 
might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them. But the house of Israel rebelled 
against me in the wildern~ss: they walked not in my statutes, and they rejected my 
judgements, which if a man do, he shall live in them; and my sabbaths they greatly 
profaned: then I said I would pour out my fury upon them in the wilderness, to con-

14 sume them. But I wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be profaned in the 
sight of the nations, in whose sight I brought them out. Moreover also I lifted up 
my hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which 
I had given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands; because 
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they rejected my judgements, and walked not in my statutes, and profaned my sab
baths: ior their heart went after their idols. Nevertheless mine eye spared them from 17 

destroying them, neither did I make a full end of them in the wilderness. And I said 
unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your fathers, 
nc·ither ouscrvc their judgements, nor defile yoursch·es with their idols: I am the LORD 
rnur God; \\'alk in my statutes, and keep my judgements, and do them: and hallow 
iny sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that 
I am the LORD vour God. But the children rebelled against me; they walked not 21 

in my statutes, n~ither kept my judgements lo do them, which if a man do, he shall li1·e 
in them; they profaned my sabbaths: then I said I would pour out my fury upon 
them, to accomplish my anger against them in the \\'iltlerncss. Kcverthelcss I with
drew mine hand, and wrought for my name's s'.lke, that it should not be profaned in 
the sight of tlw nations, in whose sight I brought them forth. Moreover I lifted up 23 
mine hand unto them in the wilderness, that I would scallcr them an-ong the nations, 
anrl dispnse them through the countries; because they had not executed my judge
mL·nts, but had r,·j~ctcd my statutes, and had profaned my sabbaths, and their eyes 
were after their bthcrs' idols. ~[oreo1·cr also I gave them slalt!tcs that were not 
gone], anJ judgements wherein they should not live; and I polluted them in their own 26 
gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire all that opcncth the womb, that I 
might make tlwm desolate, to the end that they might know that I am the L01m. 
Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and say unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord Goo: In this moreover have your fathers blasphemed me, in that they have 
committed a trcsp'.lss against me. for when I had brought them into the land, which 28 
I liited up mine hanJ to give unto them, then they saw eYery high hill, and every thick 
tree, and they olTered there their sacrifices, and there they presented the prorncation 
of their offering, there also they made their sweet savour, and they poured out there 
their drink offerings. Then I said unto them, What meaneth the 'high place' where
unto ye go> So the name thereof is called 'Bamah' unto this day. 

Wherefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GoD: Do ye pollute 30 
yoursel\'es after the manner of your fathers, and go ye a whoring after their abomina
tions, and when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your sons to pass through the fire, 
do ye pollute yourselves with all your idols, unto this day, and shall I be inquired of by 
you, 0 house of Israel? As I live, saith the Lord Goo, I will not be inquired of by you. 

* :\nd that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all; in that ye say, We 32 
will be as the nations, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone. As 
I live, saith the Lord GoD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, 
and with fury poured out, will I be king over you: and I will bring you out from the 
peoples, and will gather you out of the countri<'s wherein ye arc scattered, with a 
mighty hand, anrl with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out: and I will 
bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there will I plead with you face to 
face. Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so 36 
will I plead with you, saith the Loni GoD. Anrl .I will cause you to pass under the 
rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant; and I will purj:!;e out from 
among you the rebds, and them that transgress against me; I will brin)!; them forth 
out of the land where they sojourn, but they shall not enter into the land of Israel: 
and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 

As for you, 0 house of Israel, thus saith the Lord Goo: Go ye, serve every one his 39 
idols, but hereafter surely ye shall hearken unto me, and my holy name shall ye no 
more profane with your gifts, and with your idols. For in mine holy mountain, in the 
mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord GoD, there shall all the house of Israel, 
all of them, serve me in the land: there will I accept them, and there will I require 
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41 your offerings, and the firstfruits of your oblations, with all your holy things. As a 
sweet savour will_ I accept you, when I bring you out from the peoples, and gather you 
out of the countries wherem ye have been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you in 
the sight of the nations. And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring 
you into the land of Israel, into the country which I lifted up mine hand to give unto 

43 your fathers. And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein 
ye have polluted yourselves; and ye shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for all 
your evils that ye have committed. And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I 
have wrought with you for my name's sake, not according to your evil ways, nor ac
cording to your corrupt doings, 0 ye house of Israel, saith the Lord GoD. 

BOOK V.-THE SEVEN LAST WORDS 

i. -A Word against the South 

45 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward 
the south, and drop thy word toward the south, and prophesy against the forest of the 
field in the South; and say to the forest of the South, Hear the word of the LORD; 
Thus saith the Lord GOD: Behold, I will kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour 
every green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming flame shall not be quenched, 

4a and all faces from the south to the north shall be burnt thereby. And all flesh shall 
see that I the LORD have kindled it: it shall not be quenched. 

Then said I, Ah Lord GoD ! they say of me, Is he not a speaker of parables? 

ii. - The Sword of the LORD 

21. And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward 
Jerusalem, and drop thy WJrd toward the sanctuaries, and prophesy against the land 
of Israel; and say to the land of Israel, Thus saith the LORD: Behold, I am against 
thee, and will draw forth my SWORD out of its sheath, and will cut off from thee the 

4 righteous and the wicked. Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the righteous and 
the wicked, therefore shall my sword go forth out of its sheath against all flesh from 
the south to the north: and all flesh shall know that I the Lo1rn have drawn forth my 
sword out of its sheath; it shall not return any more. Sigh therefore, thou son of man; 
with the breaking of thy loins and with bitterness shalt thou sigh before their eyes. 

7 And it shall be, when they say unto thee, Wherefore sighest thou? .that thou shalt say, 
Because of the tidings, for it cometh: and every heart shall melt, and all hands shall 
be feeble, and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak as water: behold, it 
cometh, and it shall be done, saith the Lord GoD. 

* B And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy, and say, 

IO 

Thus saith the LORD: Say, 

A SWORD, 
A sword, 

It is sharpened, 
And also furbished: 

It is sharpened that it may make a slaughter; 
It is furbished that it may be as lightning! 

'Shall we then make mirth? The Rod of my son, it contemn~th every tree.' 
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And it is given to be furbished 
That it may be handled: 

The sword, it is sharpened, yea, it is furbished, 
To giw it into the hand of the slayer. 

Ezekiel 

II 

Cry and howl, son of man: for it is upon my people, it is upon all the princes of Israel: 
the\" arc delivered over to the sword with my people: smite therefore upon thy thigh. 
Fo~ there is a trial; ancl what if c1•en the Rod that contemneth shall be no more? saith 13 
the Lord Gon. Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine hands together. 

And let the sword be doubled the third time; 
The sword of the deadly wounded: 
It is the sword of the great one that is deadly wounded 

Which compasscth them about. 

I have set the point of the sworrl against all their gates, 
That their heart may melt, 
An cl their stum hlings be multiplied: 

Ah! it is made as lightning! 

It is pointed for slaughter -
Gather thee together, go to the right; 
Set thyself in array, go to the left -

Whithersoever thy face is set. 

15 

I will also smite mine hands together, ancl I will satisfy my fury: I the LORD have 17 

spoken it. * 
The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, Also, thou son of man, appoint rB 

thee two ways that the sword of the king of Babylon may come; they twain shall 
come forth out of one lancl: and mark out a place, mark it out at the head of the way 
to the city. Thou shalt appoint a way, for the sword to come to Rabbah of the children 
of Ammon, and to Judah in Jerusalem the defencecl. For the king of Babylon stood 
at the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination: he shook 
the arrows to and fro, he consulted the teraphim, he looked in the liver. In his right 22 

hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to set battering rams, to open the mouth in the 
slaughter, lo lift up the voice with shoulin!(, to set battering rams against the gates; to 
cast up mounts, to build forts. Arni it shall be unto them as a vain divination in their 
si!(ht, which haw sworn oaths unto them: but he bringeth iniquity to remembrance, 
that they may he taken. Therefore thus saith the Lord GoD: Because ye have made 24 

your iniquity to be remcmhcrcd, in that your transgressions arc discovered, so that in 
all your doings your sins do appear; because that ye arc come to remembrance, ye 
-hall be taken with the hand. And thou, 0 deadly wounded wicked one, the prince of 
brad, whose <lay is come, in the time of the iniquity of the end; thus saith the Lord 
t~oD: l~c·mow the mitre, and take oil the crown: this shall be no more the same: exalt 
that which is low, and abase that which is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn it: ZJ 
lhb also shall be no more, until h~ come whose right it is; and I will give it him. 

* And thou, son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus saith the Lord Goo concerning 28 
'.he children of Ammon, and concerning their reproach; and say thou: 

'A sword, a sword is drawn, 
'For the slaughter it is furbished: 

'To cause it to devour, 
'That it may be as li~htning:' 
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29 whiles they sec va~ity unto thee, whiles they divine lies unto thee, to lay thee upon 
the necks of the wicked that arc deadly wounded, whose day is come in the time of 
the punishment of _the end. (Cause ~t to re~um. into its sheath.) In the place where 
thou wast created, m the land of thy birth, will I judge thee. And I will pour out mine 
indignation upon thee; I will blow upon thee with the fire of my wrath: and I will 

32 deliver thee into the hand of brutish men, skilful to destroy. Thou shalt be for fud 
to the fire; thy blood shall be in the midst of the land; thou shalt be no more remem
bered: for I the LORD have spoken it. 

iii. - Judgement of the Bloody City 
22 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, And thou, son of man, will 

thou judge, wilt thou judge the bloody city? then cause her to know all her abomi
nations. And thou shalt say: 

Thus saith the Lord Goo: A city that sheddeth blood in the midst of her, that her 
4 time may come, and that maketh idols against herself to defile her! Thou art become 

guilty in thy blood that thou hast shed, and art defiled in thine idols which thou hast 
made; and thou hast caus~d thy days to draw near, and art come even unto thy years: 
therefore have I made thee a reproach unto the nations, and a mocking to all the 
countries. Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, 

6 Ll1ou infamous one and full of tumult. Behold, the princes of Israel, every one ac
cording to his power, have been in thee to shed blood. In thee have they set light by 
father and mother; in the midst of thee have they dealt by oppression with the 
stranger: in thee have they wronged the fatherless and the widow. Thou hast de
spised mine holy things, and hast profaned my sabhaths. Slanderous men have been 
in thee to shed blood: and in thee they have eaten upon the mountains: in the midst 

10 of thee they have committed lewdness. In thee have they discovered their fathers' 
nakedness: in thee have they humbled her that w<ts unclean in her separation. And 
one hath committed 'lbomination with his neighbour's wife; ancl another hath lewdly 
defiled his daughter in law; and another in the~ hath humbled his sister, his father's 
daughter. In thee have they taken bribes to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and 
increase, and thou hast greedily g<tined of thy neighbours by oppression, and hast 

13 forgotten me, saith the Lord Goo. Behold, therefore, I have smitten mine hand at thy 
dishonest gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in the midst of 
•bee. Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall 
deal with thee? I the LORD have spoken it, and will do it. And I will scatter thee 
among the nations, and disperse thee through the countries; and I will consume thy 
filthiness out of thee. And thou shalt be profaned in thyself, in the sight of the nations; 
and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. 

17 And the word of the LORD came unto me, ·saying, Son of man, the house of Israel is 
become dross unto me: all of them are brass and tin and iron and lead, in the mirlst 
of the furnace; they are the dross of silver. Therefore thus saith the Lord Gon: Be
cause ye are all become dross, therefore behold, I will gather you into the midst of 

•o Jerusalem. As they gather silver and brass and iron and lead and tin into the midst 
of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger 
and in my fury, and I will lay you there, and melt you. Yea, I will gather you, and 
blow upon you with the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. 
As silver is melted in them idst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; 
and ye shall know that I the LORD have poured out my fury upon you. 

23 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying: Son of man, say unto her, Tho_u 
art a land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignatio~L There is 
a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ra\·cnmg the prey: 
they have devoured souls; they take treasure and precious things; they have made 
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her widows many in the midst thereof. Her priests have done violence to my law, 26 
and ha\"e profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy 
at'd the common, neither have they caused men to discern between the unclean and 
thr clean, and ha,·e hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among 
them. Hrr princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey; to shed 
blood, and to destroy souls, that they may get dishonest gain. And her prophets 28 
ha,·e daubed for them with untempered mortar, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto 
thern, saying, Thus saith the Lord Goo, when the LORD hath not spoken. The people 
of the land han~ ust'd oppression, and exercised robbery; yea, they have \'exed 
the poor and needy, and have oppressed the stranger wrongfully. And I sought for 
a man among them, that should make up the fence, and stand in the gap before me 
for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. Therefore have I poured 31 
out mine indignation upon them; I have consumed them with the fire of !TI)' wrath: 
their own way ha\"c I brought upon. their heads, saith the Lord Goo. 

iv. - Parable of Oholah and Oholibah 
The word of the LORD came ap;ain unto me, saying: Son of man, there were two 23 

women, the <laughters of one mother: and they committed whoredoms in Egypt; 
they committed whorcdoms in their youth: there were their breasts pressed, and there 
they bruised the teats of their Yirginity. And the names of them were Oholah the 
elder, and Oholibah her sister. And they became mine, and they bare sons and 
dau.ghtcrs. And as for their names, Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem Oholibah. 
And Oholah played the harlot when she was mine; and she doted on her lovers, on s 
the Assyrians her neighbours, which were clothed with blue, governors and rulers, 
all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding upon horses. And she bestowed 
her whoredoms upon them, the choicest men of Assyria all of them: and on whomso
ever she doted, with all their idols she defiled herself Neither hath she kft her 
whorccloms since the days of Egypt; for in hrr youth they lay with her, and they 
bruisc·d the teats of her virginity: and they poured out their whoredom upon her. 
\\"hcrdore I dcli1·ered her into the hand of her lo,·ers, into the hand of the Assyrians. 9 

upon whom she doted. These discovered her nakedness: they took her sons and her 
daughters, and her they slew with the sword: and she became a byword among 
women; for they executed jurlgements upon her. And her sister Oholibah saw this, 
yet w~.s she more corrupt in her doting than she, and in her whoredoms which were 
more than the whoredoms of her sister. She doted upon the Assyrians, governors 12 

and rulers, her n1·ighhours, clothed most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon horses, 
all of them desirable young men. And I saw that she was defiled; they both took 
one way. Anrl she increased her whoredoms; for she saw men pourtrayed upon the 
wall, tlw imag_.s of the Chaldeans pourtraycd with vrrrnilion, girded with girdles upon 
their loins, excPc·rling in dyrd attire upon their heads, all of them princes lo look 
upon, after the likrnf·ss of the Babylonians in Chaldea, the land of their nativity. 
:"-nrl as soon as she saw them she doted upon them, and sent messeng!'rs unto them 16 
min Chaldea. And the Babylonians ·came to her into the bed of love, and they 
rlcf1k"I lwr with their whorcdom, and she was polluted with them, and her soul was 
ali!'natcrl from them. So she discovered her whoredoms, and discovered her naked
n!'ss: then my soul was aliPnatcd from her, like as my soul was alienated from her 
sister .. Yd she multiplied her whoredoms, remembering the days of her youth, 19 
wherein she had played the harlot in the land of Egypt. And sh<:' doted upon their 
paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of 
~orses. Thus thou calledst to remembrance the lewdness of thy youth, in the bruis· 
mg of thy teats hy the Egyptians for the breasts of thy youth. 

Therefore, 0 Oholibah, thus saith the Lord Goo: Behold, I will raise up thy 22 
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lovers against thee, from whom thy soul is alienated, and I will bring them ag<!insl 
23 thee on every side; the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, Pekod and Shoa and Koa, 

and all the Assyrians with them: desirable young men, governors and rulers all of 
them, princes and men of renown, all of them riding upon horses. And they shall 
come against thee with weapons, chariots, and wagons, '"ith an assembly of peoples; 
they shall set themselves against thee with buckler and shield and helmet round 
about: and I will commit the judgement unto them, and they shall judge thee accord-

~s ing to their judgements. And I will set my jealousy against thee, and they shall deal 
with thee in fury; they shall take away thy nose and thine cars; and thy re..<duc shall 
fall by the sword: they shall take thy sons and thy daughters; and thy re,:iJuc shall 
be devoured by the fire. They shall als<l slrip thee of thy clothes, and take away 
thy fair jewels. Thus will I make thy lewdness to cease from thee, and thy wh'lredom 
brought from the land of Egypt: so that thou shalt not lift up thine eyes unlo t11cm, 

28 nor remember Egypt any more. For thus sait.h the Lord Gon: Behold, I will de
liver thee into the hand of them whom thou halest, into the hand of them from whom 
thy soul is alienated: and they shall deal with thee in hatred, and shall take away all 
thy labour, and shall leave thee naked and bare: and the nakedness of thy whore
doms shall be discovered, both thy lewdness an<l thy whoredoms. These 1hings 
shall be done unto thee, for that thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, and be-

~' cause thou art polluted with their idols. Thou hast walked in the way of thy sister; 
therefore will I give her cup into thine hand. Thus saith the Lord Gon: Thou shall 
drink of thy sister's cup, which is deep and large: thou shalt be laughed to scorn and 
had in derision; it containcth much. Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and 
sorrow, with the cup of astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria. 

34 Thou shalt even drink it and drain it out, and thou shalt gnaw the sherds thereof, 
and shalt tear thy breasts: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord Gon. Therefore 
thus saith the Lord GoD: Because thou hast forgotten mt>, and cast me behind thy 
back, therefore bear thou also thy lewdness and thy whoredoms. 

v. - Judgement of Oholah and Oholibah 

36 The LORD said moreover unto me: Son of man, wilt thou judge Oholah and 
Oholibah? then declare unto them their abominations. For they have committed 
adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they committed 
adultery; and they have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass 
through the fire unto them to be devoured. J\IoreoYer tl11s they have done unto me: 
they have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, ancl have profaned my sabbaths. 

39 For when they had slain their children to their idol:;, then they came the same day 
into my sanctuary to profane it; and, lo, thus,haYe they done in the midst of mine 
house. And furthermore ye have sent for men that come from far· unto whom a 
messenger was sent, and, lo, tlwy came; for whom thou didst wash thysdf, paintrdst 
thine eyes, and deckedst thyself with ornaments; and satest upon a stately bed, 
with a table prepared before it, whereupon thou didst set mine hccr1se and mine oil. 

42 And the voice of a multitude being at case was with her: and with men of the com
mon sort were brought drunkards from the wilderness; and they pul bracelets 
upon the hands of them twain, and beautiful crowns upon their heads. Then said 
I, She that is old will commit adulteries; now will they commit whorecloms with her, 
and she with them. And they went in unto her, as they go in unto an har1ot: so 
went they in unto Oholah and unto Oholibah, the lewd women. 

45 And righteous men, they shall judge them with the judgement of adulteresses, 
and with the judgement of women that shed blood; because they are. adulteresses, 
and blood is in their hands. For thus saith the Lord GoD: I will bring up an assembly 
against them, and will give them to be tossed to and fro and spoiled. And the as-
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semblv shall stone them with stones, and despatch them with their swords; they shall 
slay tl;cir sons and their daughters, and burn up their houses with fire. Thus will I 48 
catisc lewdness to ccas~ out of th~ land, that all women may be taught not to do after 
vour lewdness. Ancl they shall recompense your lewdness upon you, and ye shall. 
bear the sins of your idols: and ye shall know that I am the Lord Goo. 

vi. - Parable of the Rusty Caldron 
Again, in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the 2~ 

word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, write thee the name of the day, 
l'\·en of this selfsame day: the king of Babylon drew close unto Jerusalem this self
same day. And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord Goo: 

Set on the caklron, 
Set it on, and also pour water into it: 

Gather the pieces thereof into it, 
Even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder; 

Fill it with the choice bones; 
Take the choice of the flock, 

And pile also the bones under it: 
:\fake it boil well: 

Yea, let the hones thereof be seethed in the midst of it. 

4 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord Gon: Woe to the bloody city, to the caldron whose 6 
rust is therein, and whose.rust is not gone out of it! bring it out piece by piece; no 
lot is fallen upon it. For her blood is in the midst of her; she set it upon the bare 
rock; she poured it not upon the ground, to cover it with dust; that it might cause 
fury to come up to take vengeance, I ha,·e set her blood upon the bare rock, that it 
should not be covered. Therefore thus saith the Lord Goo: 9 

Woe to the bloody city! 
I also will make the pile great: 

Heap on the wood, make the fire hot, 
Boil well the flesh, and make thick the broth, 

And let the bones be burned. 
Then set it EMPTY upon the coals thereof, 

That it may be hot, ancl the brass thereof may burn, 
And that the filthiness of it may be molten in it, 

That the rust of it may be consumed. 

II 

She hath wearier! herself with toil: yet her great rust goeth not forth out of her; 13 

her rust goeth not forth by fire. In thy filthiness is lewdness: because I have purged 
t!1ec and tl1ou wast not purged, thou shalt not he purged from thy filthiness any more, 
till I ha\'c satisfied my fury upon thee. I the LORD ha,·e spoken it: it shall CJme t'.l 
pass, a_n<l I will do it; I will not go back, neither will I spa re, neither will I repent· 
according lo thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge thcr, saith th~ 
Lord Goo. 

vii. - Woe beyond Mourning 
Also the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, behold, I take away 15 

from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor 
weep, neither shall thy tears run down. Sigh, but not aloud; make no mo1uning 
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f,>r the d_ead, bind thy headtire upon thee, and put thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover 
not thy hps, and eat not the bread of men. So I spake unto the people in the morning· 
and at even my wife died: and I did in the morning as I was commanded. ' 

rg And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us 
that thou doest so? Then I said unto them, The word of the LORD came unto me' 
saying, Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GoD: Behold, I wi!l 
profane my sanctuary, the pride of your power, the desire of your eyes, and that which 
your soul pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left behind shall 

22 [all by the sword. And ye shall d? as I have done: ye shall not cover your lips, nor 
cat the bread of men. And your tires shall be upon your beads, and your shoes upon 
your feet: ye shall not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine away in your iniquities, 
and moan one toward another. Thus shall Ezekiel be unto you a sign; according 
lo all that he hath done shall ye do: when this cometh, then shall ye know that I am 
the Lord GoD. * 

25 And thou, son of man, shall it not be in the day when I take from them their 
strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that whereupon they set 
their heart, their sons and their daughters, that in that day he that escapeth shall 
come unto thee, to cause thee to hear it with thine ears? In that day shall thy mouth 
be opened to him which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more dumb: 
so shalt thou be a sign unto them; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

BOOK VI. -DOOJl:fS OF THE NATIONS 

i. - A Cluster of Dooms 
25 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward 

the children of Ammon, and prophesy against them: and say unto the children of 
Ammon, Hear the word of the Lord GoD; Thus saith the Lord Gon: Because thou 
saidst, Aha! against my sanctuary, when it was profaned; and against the land of 
Israel, when it was made desolate; and against the house of Judah, when they went 
into captivity: therefore behold, I will deliver thee to the children of the east for a 
possession, l'.nd they shall set their encampments in thee, and make their dwellings 

5 in thee; they shall cat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk. And I will make 
l{abbah a stable for camels, and the children of Ammon a couching place for flocks: 
and ye shall know that I am the LORD. for thus sailh the Lord GoD: Because thou 
hast clapped thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced with all the despite 
of thy soul against the land of Israel; therefore behold, I havestretched out mine 
hand upon thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the nations; and I will cut thee 
ofI from the peoples, and I will cause thee to perish out of the countries: I will destroy 
thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. 

s Thus saith the Lord GoD: Because that J\foab and Scir do say, Behold, the house 
of Judah is like unto all the nations; therefore behold, I will open the side of Moat.. 
from the cities, from his cities which arc on his frontiers, the glory of the country, 
Deth-jeshimoth, Baal-meon, and Kiriathaim, unto the children of the east, to go 
against the children of Ammon, and I will give them for a possession, that the children 
of Ammon may not be remembered among the nations: and I will execute judge
ments upon Moab; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

12 Thus saith the Lord Gon: Because that Edom hath dealt against the house of 
Judah by taking vengeance, and hath greatly offended, and revenged himself upon 
them; therefore thus saith the Lord Gou, I will stretch out mine hand upon Edom, 
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and will cut off man and beast from it: and I will make it desolate from Teman; even 
unto Dedan shall they fall by the sword. And I will lay my vengeance upon Edom q 
by the hand of my people Israel; and they shall do in Edom according to mine anger 
and according to my fury: and they shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord Gon. 

Thus saith the Lord Gou: Because the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have 
taken H'ngc:rnce with despite of soul lo destroy it with perpetual enmity; therefore 16 
thus saith the Lore! Gon, Behold, I will stretch out mine hand upon the Philistines, 
and I will cut off the Cherethites, and destroy the remnant of the sea coast. And I 
will execute great ,·cngeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I shall lay my vengeance upon them. 

Ii. - Doom of Tyre 
And it came to pass in the ek·,·cnth year, in the first day of the month, that the word 26 

of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, because that Tyre hath said against 
Jerusalem, Aha! she is broken that was the gate of the peoples; she is turned unto 
me; I shall he replenished, now that she is laid waste: therefore thus saith the Lord 
Gou: Behold, I am against thee, 0 Tyre, and will cause many nations to come up 
against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up .. And they shall destroy the 4 
walls of Tyre, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and 
make her a Lare rock. She shall Le a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of 
the sea; for I have spoken it, saith the Lord Gou: and she shall become a spoil to 
the nations. .-\nd her daughters which arc in the field shall Le slain with the sword: 
and they shall know that I am the Lonn. For thus saith the Lord Gon: Behold, I 7 
will bring upon Tyre I\ebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, from the north, 
with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and a company, and much people. 
Ile shall slay with the sword thy daughters in the field: and he shall make forts 
against thee, and cast up a mount against thee, and raise up the Luckier against thee. 
And he shall set his battering engines against thy walls, and with his axes he shall 
break down thy tower>. By reason of the abundance of his horses their dust shall Io 

CO\'!'r thee: thy walls shall shake at the noise of the horsemen, and of the wagons, and 
of the chariots, when he shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is 
made a breach. \\"ith the hoofs of his horses shall he tread down all thy streets: he 
s!1all slay thy pl'ople with the sword, and the pillars of thy strength shall go down to 
Lhc ground. :\nd they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy mer- i2 

chandisc: and they shall break down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses: and 
ti:ey shall lay thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the waters. And 
I will cause the noise of thy songs to cease; and the sound of thy harps shall Le no 
" ore heard. And I will make thee a bare rock: thou 3halt be a place for the spread
in.c: of nets; thou shalt be built no more: for I the LORD have spoken it, saith the 
Lurd Gon. 

Thus saith the Lord Goo to Tvrc: Shall not the isles shake at the sound of thy i5 
fall, when the wounded groan, when the 5[aughtcr is made in the midst of thee? 
Thm all the princes of the sea shall come down from their thrones, and lay aside their 
roucs, and strip ofT their broidered garments: they shall clothe themselves with 
trembling; they shall sit upon the ground, and shall trem J,(e every moment, and Le 
astonished at thee. An<! they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, , 7 
Ho:" art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the renowned city, 
which wast strong in the sea, she and her inhabitants, which caused their terror to be 
on all that haunt it! Now shall the isles tremble in the day of thy foll; yea, the iEles 
that are in the sea shall be dismayed at thy departure. For thus saith the Lord Goo: 
When I shall make thee a desolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited; when I 
shall bring up the deep upon thee, and the great waters shall cover thee; then will I ao 
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bring thee down with them that descend into the pit, to the people of old time, and 
will make thee tq dwell in the nether parts of the earth, in the places that are desolate 
of old, with them that go down to the pit, that thou be not inhabited; and I will 

21 set glory in the land of the living: I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more: 
though thou be sought for, yet shalt thou never be found again, saith the Lord Goo. 

iii. - Wreck of the Goodly Ship Tyre 
27 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, And thou; son of man, take up 

a lamentation for Tyre; and say unto Tyre, 0 thou that dwellest at the entry of the 
sea, which art the merchant of the peoples unto many isles, thus saith the Lord Goo: 
Thou, 0 Tyre, hast said, I am perfect in beauty. Thy borders are in the heart of 
the seas, thy builders have perfected thy beauty. They have made all thy planks of 
fir trees from Senir: they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make a mast for thee. 

6 Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oars; they have made thy benches of 
ivory inlaid in boxwood, from the isles of Kittim. Of fine linen with broidered work 
from Egypt was thy sail, that it might be to thee for an ensign; blue and purple from 
the isles of Elishah was thine awning. The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were 
thy rowers: thy wise men, 0 Tyre, were in thee, they were thy pilots. The ancients 
of Gebal and the wise men thereof were in thee thy calkers: all the ships of the sea 

10 with their mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandise. Persia and Lud and 
Put were in thine army, thy men of war: they hanged the shield and helmet in thee; 
they set forth thy comeliness. The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thy 
walls round about, and the Gammadim were in thy towers: they hanged their shields 
upon thy walls round about; they have perfected thy beauty. Tarshish was thy mer
chant by reason of the multitude of all kinds of riches; with silver, iron, tin, and lead, 

13 they traded for thy wares. Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy traffickers: 
they traded the persons of men and vessels of brass for thy merchandise. They of 
the house of Togarmah traded for thy wares with horses and war-horses and mules. 
The men of Dedan were thy traffickers: many isles were the mart of thine hand: they 
brought thee in exchange horns of ivory and ebony. Syria was thy merchant by rea
son of the multitude of thy handyworks: they traded for thy wares with emeralds, 

17 purple, and broidered work, and fine linen, and coral, and rubies. Judah, and the 
land of Israel, they were thy traffickers: they traded for thy merchandise wheat of 
Minnith, and pannag, and honey, and oil, and balm. Damascus was thy merchant 
for the multitude of thy handyworks, by reason of the multitude of all kinds of riches; 
with the wine of Helbon, and white wool. Vedan and Javan traded with yarn for 

2othy wares: bright iron, cassia, and calamus, were among thy merchandise. Dedan 
was thy trafficker in precious cloths for riding. Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, 
they were the merchants of thy hand; in lambs, and rams, and goats, in these were they 
thy merchants. The tra!Ttckers of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy traffickers: they 
traded for thy wares with chief of all spices, and with all precious stones, and gold. 

23 Haran and Canneh and Eden, the traffickers of Sheba, Asshur and Chilmad, were thy 
traffickers. These were thy traffickers in choice wares, in wrappings cf blue and 
broidered work, and in chests of rich apparel, bound with cords and ma:le of cedar, 
among thy merchandise. The ships of Tarshish were thy caravans for thy mer
chandise: and thou wast replenished, and made very glorious in the heart of the seas. 

26 Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters: the east wind hath broken thee 
in the heart of the seas. Thy riches, and thy wares, thy merchandise, thy mariners, 
and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of thy merchandise, and all thy men of 
war, that are in thee, with all thy company which is in the midst of thee, shall fall into 
the heart of the seas in the day of thy ruin. At the sound of the cry of thy pilots the 

29 suburbs shall shake. And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the pilots of 
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the sea, shall come lhiwn from their ships, they shall stand upon the land, and shall 30 
cause their voice to be heard over thee, and shall cry bitterly, and shall cast up dust 
upon their head,;, they shall wallow themsel vcs in the ashes: and they shall make 
themselves bald for thee, and gird them with sackcloth, and they shall weep for thee 
in bitterness of soul witl1 bitter mourning. And in their wailing they shall take up a 32 

lamentation ic>r thee, and lament over thee, saying, '\\iho is there like Tyre, like her 
that is brought tcJ silence in the n,idst of the sea?' When thy wares went forth out of 
the seas, thou Jilkdst many peoples; thou didst enrich the kings of the earth with the 
multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandise. In the time that thou wast broken 
by the seas in the depths of the waters, thy merchandise and all thy company did fall 
in the micbt of thee. All the inhabitants of the isles are astonished at thee, and their 35 
kings arc horribly afraid, they are troubled in their countenance. The merchants 
among the peoples hiss at thee; thou art become a terror, and thou shalt never be 
any more. 

iv. - Doom of the Prince of Tyre 
The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, Son of man, say unto the 28 

prince of Tyre, Thus saith the Lord GoD: Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou 
hast said, I am a g< d, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou 
art man, and not ( ;ocl, though thou didst set thine heart as the heart of God: behold, 
thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee: by thy 
wisdom and uy thine unrlcrstanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold 
and silver into thy trc~:;ures: by thy gre:Lt wisdom and by thy traffic hast thou in- 5 
crc~sed Lhy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches: therefore thus 
saith the Lord Gon: Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; therefore 
behold, I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall 
draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy bright
ness. They shall bring thee down to the pit; and thou shalt die the deaths of them s 
that are slain, in the heart of the seas. Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, 
I am God? but thou art man, and not God, in the hand of him that woundeth thee. 
Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have 
spoken it, saith the Lord Gon. 

:Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up au 
lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GoD: Thou 
scalest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou wast in Eden the 
garrlen of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, the topaz, and 
the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the 
carbuncle, and gol<l: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was in thee; in 
the day that thou wast created they were prepared. Thou wast the anointed cherub 14 

that co,·ereth: and I set thee, so that thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou 
hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in 
thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till unrighteousness was found in thee. 
Bv the multitude of thy trallic they filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast 
sinned: therefore ha \"e I cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God; and I have 
dc:;troyed thee, 0 co\·ering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart 17 
w":s lifterl up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy 
brightness: I have cast thee to the ground, I have laid thee before kings, that they 
may behold thee. By the multitude of thine iniquities, in the unrighteousness of thy 
traffic! thou hast profaned thy sanctuaries; therefore have I brought forth a fire from 
the midst of thee, it hath devoured thee, and I have turned thee to ashes upon the 
earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know thee among the 19 
peoples shall be astonished at thee: thou art become a terror, and thou shalt never 
be any more. 
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v. - Doom of Zidou 
20 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face towanl 

Zidon, and prophesy against it, and say, Thus saith the Lord Gon: Ilchold, I am 
against thee, 0 Zidon; and I will be glorified in the midst of thee: and they shall 
know that I am the Lonn, when I shall have executed judgements in her, anri shall ill' 

23 sanctified in her. for I will send into her pestilence and blood in her streets; and 
the wounded shall fall in the midst of her, with the sword upon her on every side; 
and they shall know that I am the LORD. And there shall be no more a pricking brier 
unto the house of Israel, nor a grieving thorn of any that are round about them, 
that did despite unto them; and they shall know that I am the Lord Gon. 

I 

vi. -Triumph of Israel amid the Doomed Nations 
25 Thus saith the Lord Gon: When I shall have gathered the house of Israel from 

the peoples among whom they arc scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in the 
sight of the nations, then shall they dwell in their own land which I gave to my servant 
Jacob. And they shall dwell securely therein; yea, they shall build houses, and plant 
vineyards, and shall dwell securely; when I have executed judgements upon all those 
that do them despite round about them; and they shall know that I am the LORD their 
God. 

vii. - Sevenfold Doom of Egypt 
The Crocodile of Egypt 

:?9 In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth day of the month, the word 
of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face against Pharaoh king uf 
Egypt, and prophesy against him, and against all Egypt: speak, and say, Thus saith 
the Lord GoD: Behold, I am against thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon 
that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, My river is mine own, anti I 

4 have made it for myself. And I wi\l put hooks in thy jaws, and I will cause the Jish 
of thy rivers lo stick unto thy scales; and I will bring thee up out of the midst of thy 
rivers, with all the fish of thy rivers which stick unto thy s_cales. And I will leave 
thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and all the fish of thy rivers: thou shalt fall UJ>llll 

the open field; thou shalt not be brought together, nor gathered: I have given thl'e 
6 for meat lo the beasts of the earth and to the fowls of the heaven. And all the in

habitants of Egypt shall know that I am the LORD, because they have been a staff 
of reed to the house of Israel: when they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didst 
break and didst rend all their shoulders, and when they leaned upon thee, thou 
brakes! and madcst all their loins to be at a stand. Therefore thus saith the Lnrd 
Grm: Behold, I will !iring a sword upon thee, and will cut off from thee man n11d' 

9 beast. And the land of Egypt sin.II be a dcsoliition and a waste; and they sh:ill' 
know that I am the Lonn: because he hath said, The river is mine, and I hav~ 111ad1• 
it. Therefore bd1old, I am against thee, and ngainst thy rivers, and I will make th1· 
land of Egypt an utter waste and desolation, from the tower of Seven eh c\·en u11 !11 

n the bord:r of Ethiopia. No foot of man shall pass through it, nor fcot of beast sldl 
pass through it, neither shall it be inhabited forty years. And I will make the la11tl 
of Egypt a desolation in the midst of the countries thnt are desolate, and her citil'S 
among the cities that arc laid waste shall be a desolntion forty years: and I >>ill 
scatter the Egyptinns among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries. 

13 For thus saith the Lord Gon: At the end of forty years will I gather the Egyptians 
from the peoples whither they were scuttered: and I will bring again the captivity of 
Egypt, and will cause them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of thcir1 
birth; and they shall be there a base kingdom. It shall be the basest of the king· 
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doms; neither shall it any more lift itself up above the nations: and I will diminish 
them, that they shall no more rule over the nations. And it shall be no more the con- 16 
fidencc of the house of Israel, bringing iniquity to remembrance, when they turn to 
look after them: and they shall know that I am the Lord Goo. 

II' ages for N cbuclzadrezzar 
And ic came to pass in the seven and twentieth year, in the first month, in the first 17 

<lay of the month, the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, Nebuchad
rcT.Zar king of Babvlon caused his armv to sen·e a great service against Tyre: every 
head was made lmicl, and every shoulder was peeled: yet had he no wages, nor his 
army, from Tyre, for the service that he had scrwd against it: therefore thus saith 19 
the Lord Goo: Behold, I will !(i,·e the land of Egypt unto Nehuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon; and he shall carry off her multitude, and take her spoil, and take her prey; 
and it shall be the wages for his army. I have given him the land of Egypt as his 
recompence for which he sen-ed, because they wrought for me, saith the Lord Goo. 

In that dav will I cause an horn to bud forth unto the house of Israel, and I will 21 

g11·e thee the ~pening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know that I 
am the LORD. 

Tlzc Day of the LORD 

The word oi the LORD came again unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy, and 30 
say, Thus saith the Lord Goo: Howl ye, Woe worth the day! For the day is near, 
e\"en the day of the LoRD is near, a day of clouds; it shall be the time of the heathen. 
And a sword shall come upon Egypt, and anguish shall be in Ethiopia, when the slain 
shall fall in Egypt; and they shall take away her multitude, and her foundations 
shall be broken down. Ethiopia, and Put, and Lud, and all the mingled people, and 
Cub, and the children of the land that is in league, shall fall with them by the sword. 

Thus saith the Lo RD: They also that uphold Egypt shall fall, and the pride of her 6 
power shall come down: from the tower of Seveneh shall they fall in it by the sword, 
saith the Lord GoD. And they shall be desolate in the midst of the countries that are 
desolate, and her cities shall be in the midst of the cities that are wasted. And they 
shall know that I am the LORD, when I have set a fire in Egypt, and all her helpers are 
destroyed. In that day shall messengers go forth from before me in ships to make the 
careless Ethiopians afraid; and there shall be anguish upon them, as in the day of 
Egypt; for, lo, it cometh:. 

Thus saith the Lord Gou: I will also make the multitude of Egypt to cease, by the 10 

hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon. He and his people with him, the terri
ble of the nations, shall be brought in to destroy the land; and they shall draw their 
swords against Egypt, and fill the land with the slain. And I will make the rivers 
df\·, and will sell the land into the hand of evil men; and I will make the land desolate, 
and all that is therein, by the hand of strangers: I the LORD have spoken it. 

Thus saith the Lord Goo: I will also destroy the idols, and I will cause the images 13 
to cease from Noph; and there shall be no more a prince out of the land of Egypt: 
anrl I will put a fear in the land of Egypt. And I will make Pathros desolate, and 
will set a fire in Zoan, and will execute judgements in No. And I will pour my fury 
upon Sin, the strong hold of Egypt; and I will cut ofI the multitude of No. And I 
will set a fire in Egypt; Sin shall be in great anguish, and No shall be broken up: 
and Noph shall haYe advC'rsaries in the day-time. The young men of Aven and Pi- 17 

bcseth shall fall by the sword: and these cities shall go into captivity. At Tehaph
nehes also the day shall withdraw itself, when I shall break there the yokes of Egypt, 
and the pride of her power shall cease in her: as for her, a cloud shall cover her, and 
her daughters shall go into captivity. Thus will I execute judgements in Egypt: 
and they shall know that I am the LoRD. 
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Pharaoh's Arm Broken 
20 And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, in the seventh day of 

the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have broken 
the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; ·and, lo, it hath not been bound up to apply heal
ing medicines, to put a roller to bind it, that it be strong to hold the sword. Thcrerore 
thus saith the Lord Gon: Behold, I ar:n against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will 
break his arms, the strong, and that which was broken; and I will cause the sword I•> 

23 fall out of his hand. And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and wil' 
disperse them through the countries. And I will strengthen the arms of the king cl 
Babylon, and put my sword in his hand: but I will break the arms of Pharaoh. and 
he shall groan before him with the groanings of a deadly wounded man. And i will 
hold up the arms of the king of Babylon, and the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; 
and they shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall put my sword into the hand of 

26 the king of Babylon, and he shall stretch it out upon the land of Egypt. And I will 
scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and disperse them through the countries; 
and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

The Fallen Cedar 

31 And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the third month, in.the first day of the 
month, that the won! of the LORD came unto me, saying: Son of man, say unto Pha
raoh king of Egypt, and to his multitude; Whom art thou like in thy greatness? 
Behold, the Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and with a shadow
ing shroud, and of an high stature; and his top was among the thick boughs. The 
waters nourished him, the deep made him to grow: her rivers ran round about her 

s plantation; and she sent out her channels unto all the trees of the field. Therefore 
his stature was exalted above all the trees of the field; and his boughs were multiplied, 
and his branches became long by reason of many waters, when he shot them forth. 
All the fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs, and under his branches dirl 
all the beasts of the field bring forth their young, and under his shadow dwelt all 

7 great nations. Thus was he fair in his greatness, in the length of his branches: for 
his root was by many waters. The cedars in the garden of God could not hide him: 
the fir trees were not like his boughs, and the plane trees were not as his branches; 
nor was any tree in the garden of God like unto him in his beauty. I made him fair 
by the multitude of his branches: so that all the trees of Eden, that were in the gar
den of God, envied him. 

IO Therefore thus said the Lord GoD: Because thou art exalted in stature, and he 
hath set his top among the thick boughs, and his heart is lifted up in his height; I will 
even deliver him into the hand of the mighty one of the nations; he shall surely deal 
with him: I have driven him out for his wickedness. And strangers, th~ terrible of 
the nations, have cut him olT, and h:ive left him: upon the mountains and in all the 
valleys his branches are fallen, and his boughs are broken by all the waterccurscs of 
the land; and all the peoples of the earth are gone down from his shadow, and have 

c.S .eft him. Upon his ruin all the fowls of the heaven shall dwell, and all the beasts of 
the field shall be upon his branches: to the end that none of all the trees ·~y the 
waters exalt themselves in their stature, neither set their top among the thick boughs, 
nor that their mighty ones stand up in their height, even all that drink water: for 
they are all delivered unto death, to the nether parts of the earth, in the midst of the 

15 children of men, with them that go down to the pit. Thus saith the Lord Gon: In 
the day when he went down to hell I caused a mourning: I covered the deep for him, 
and I restrained the rivers thereof, and the great waters were stayed: and I caused 
Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees of the field fainted for him. I made the 
nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him down to hell with them that 
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descend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all 
that drink water, were comforted in the nether parts of the earth. They also went 17 

down into hell with him unto them that be slain by the sword; yea, they that were his 
am1, that dwelt under his shadow in the midst of the nations. 

To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness among the trees of Eden? 
yet ,-halt thou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the 
earth. thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised, with them that be slain by the 
sword. This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GoD. 

The Dragon of the Seas 

And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, in the first day of th~ 32 
month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up a lamen
tation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him: Thou wast likened unto a young 
lion of the nations: yet art thou as a dragon in the seas; and thou brakest forth with 
thy rivers, and trouhledst the ·waters with thy feet, and fouledst their rivers. Thus 
s'.lith the Lord Gon: I will spread out my net over thee with a company of many 
peoples; and they shall bring thee up in my net. And I will leave thee upon the land, 4 
1 will cast thee forth upon the open field, and will cause all the fowls of th'e heaven to 
settle uplln thee, and I will satisfy the be'.lsts of the whole earth with thee. And I will 
lay thy llesh upon the mountains, and fill the valleys with thy height. I will also 
water with thy blood the land wherein thou swimmest, even to the mountains; and 
ti1c watercourses shall he full of thee. And when I shall extinguish thee, I will coYer 7 
1he hea\'Cn, and make the stars thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and 
the moon shall not J!;i,·e her light. All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over 
thee, and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord Gon. I will also vex the hearts 
of many peoples, when I shall bring thy destruction amon~ the nations, into the coun
tries which thou hast not known. Yea, I will make many peoples amazed at thee, 10 

and their kings shall be horribly afraid for thee, when I shall brandish my sword be
fore them; and they shall trcr:1ble at every moment, every man for his own life, in the 
day of thy fall. For thus saith the Lord GoD: The sword of the king of Babylon 
'hall come upon thee. By the swords of the mighty will I cause thy multitude to fall; 
the terrible of the nations are they all: and they ;hall spoil the pride of Egypt, and all 
the multitude thereof shall be destroyed.· I will destroy also all the beasts thereof 13 
from beside many waters; neither shall the foot of man trouble them any more, nor 
the hoofs of beasts trouble them: Then will I make their waters clear, and cause their 
rivers to run like oil, ,;aith the Lord Gon. When I shall make the land of Egypt deso
late and waste, a land destitute of that whereof it was full, when I shall smite all them 
that dwell therein, then shall they know that I am the LORD. This is the lamentation 16 
wherewith they shall lament; the daughters of the nations shall lament therewith: 
for Egypt, and for all her multitude, shall they lament therewith, saith the Lord Gou. 

A Wail for E1;ypt 
It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth day of the month, that the 17 

word of the LORD came unto me, saying: 
Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down: even her, and 

the daughters of the famous nations, 

Unto the nether parts of the earth, 
With them that go down into the pit. 

Whom dost thou pass in beauty? go down, and be thou laid with the uncircumcised. 19 
They shall fall in the midst -
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Of them that arc slain by the sword: 
She is delivered to the sword: 
Draw her away and all her multitudes. 

21 Tile strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell with them 
that help him: 

They are gone down, 
They lie still, 
Even the uncircumcised, 
Slain by the sword. 

22 Asshur is there and all her company: 

His graves are round about him: 
All of them slain, 
Fallen by the sword: 

23 whose gravc:;s are set in the uttermost parts of the pit, and her company is round about 
her grave: 

All of them slain, 
Fallen by the sword, 
Which caused terror in the land of the living. 

24 There is Elam and all her multitude round about her grave: 

All of them siain, 
Fallen by the sword, 
Which are gone down uncircumcised 
Into the nether parts of the earth, 

which caused their terror in the land of the living, and have borne their shame -

With them that go down to the pit. 

25 They have set her a bed in the midst of the slain with_all her multitude; 

Her graves are round about her; 
All of them uncircumcised, 
Slain by the sword: 

for their terror was caused in the land of the living, and they have borne their shame -

With them that go down to the pit; 
He is put in the midst of them that be slain. 

25 There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her multitude: 

Her graves are round about her: 
All of them uncircumcised, 
Slain by the sword; 

27 f,,r they caused their terror in the land of the living; and shall they not lie with the 
mighty that are fallen of the uncircumcised? 
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Which are gone down to hell, 
With their weapons of war, 
And have laid their swords under their heads, 
And their iniquities are upon their b.:mes: 

Ezekiel 

for they were the terror of the mighty in the fand of the living; but thou shalt be 28 

broken in the midst of the uncircumcised, and shalt lie -

With them that arc slain by the sword. 

There is Edom, her kings and all her princes, which for all their might are laid

With them that are slain by the sword: 
They shall lie with the uncircumcised, 
And with them that go down to the pit. 

There be the princes of the north, all of them, and all the Zidonians, 

\\'hich arc gone down with the slain; 

for all the t~rror which they caused by their might they are ashamed; 

And they lie uncircumcised 
With them that are slain by the sword, 
And bear their shame 
With them that go down to the pit. 

Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted over all his multitude: even Pha- 31 
rauh and all his army, 

Slain by the sword (saith the Lord Goo), 
For I ha\·e put his terror in the land of the living: 
And he shall be laid in the midst of the uncircumcised, 
With them that are slain by the sword: 

e\·en Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord Goo. 

ROOK Vil. -THE FALL AND THE RF.STORAT!ON TO COME 

i. - The Fall of Jerusalem 
And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, speak to the chi!- 33 

dren of thy p"oplr-, and say unto tlwm, \Vhen I bring the sword upon a land, if the 
people of the land take a man from among them, and set him for their watchman: 
if, when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn the 
people; then whos0cver heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning, 
if the sword rome, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own ht ad. He 5 
heard the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall ll<' upon him: 
whereas if he had taken warning he should have delivered his soul. But if the watch
man see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned, 
and the sword come, and take any person from among them; he is taken away in his 
iniquity, but his blood will I require at the watchman's hand. So thou, son of man, I 7 
have sPt thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore hear the word at my 
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8 mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wickl'u 
man, thou shalt surely die, and thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way; 
that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine hanr!. 
Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, and he Lum not from 
his way; he shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul. 

* 10 And thou, son of man, say unto the house of Israel: Thus ye speak, saying, Our 
transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we pine away in them; how then should 
we live? Say unto them, As I live, saith 'the Lord GoD, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn 

12 ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, 0 house of Israel? And thou, son of 
man, say unto the children of thy people, The righteousness of the righteous shall nol 
deliver him in the day of his transgression; and as for the wickedness of the wicked, 
he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness: ncilhcr shall 
he that is righteous be able to live thereby in the day that he sinnclh. \Vhcn I say 
to the righteous, that he shall surely live; if he trust lo his righteousness, and commit 
iniquily, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered; but in his iniquity that he 

14 hath committed, therein shall he die. Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shall 
surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful and right; if the wicked 
restore the pledge, give again that he had taken by robbery, walk in the statutes of life, 
committing no iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die. None of his sins that 
he halh commilled shall be remembered against him: he hath done that which is law
ful and righl; he shall surely live. Yet the children of thy people say, The way of 

18 the Lord is not equal: but as for them, their way is not equal. When the righteous 
turneth from his righteousness, and commiltcth iniquity, he shall even die therein. 
And when the wicked turneth from his wickedness, and doeth that which is lawful 
and right, he shall live thereby. Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. 0 
house of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways. 

* 21 And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth month, in the 
fifth day of the month, that one that had escaped out of Jerusalem came unto me, 
saying, THE CITY 1s SMITTEN. Now the hand of the LORD had been upon me in the 
evening, afore he that was escaped came; and he had opened my mouth, until he 
came to me in lhe morning; and my mouth was opened, and I was no more dumb. 

* 23 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, they that inhabit 
those waste places in the land of Israel speak, saying, Abraham was one, and he 
inherited the land: but we are many; the land is given us for inheritance. Where
fore say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GoD: Ye cat with the blood, and lift up your 

26 eyes unto your idols, and shed blood: and shall ye pos'sess the land? Ye stand upon 
your sword, ye work abomination, and ye defile every one his neighbour's wife: and 
shall ye possess the land? Thus shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Goo: 
As I live, surely they that are in the waste places shall fall by the sword, and him that is 
in the open field will I give to the beasts to be devoured, and they that be in the strong 

28 holds and in the caves shall die of the pestilence. And I will make the land a desola
tion and an astonishment, and the pride of her power shall cease ; and the mountains 
of Israel shall be desolate, that none shall pass through. Then shall they know that 1 
am the LORD, when I have made the land a desolation and an astonishment, because 
of all their abominations which they have committed. 

*' 
30 And as for thee, son of man, the children of thy people talk of thee by the walls 

and in the doors of the houses, and speak one to another, every one to his brother, 
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saving, Come, I pray you, and hear what is the word that cometh forth from the LORD. 
A11d th1·v come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, 
and they hear thy words, but do them not: for with their mouth they shew much love, 
but their heart goeth after their gain. And, lo, thou art unto them as a wry lovely song 32 
of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play _well on an instrument: for they hear 
thy w11rds, but they do them not. And when this cometh to pass, (behold, :t cometh,) 
the" shall they know that a prophet hath been among them. 

ii.- The Shepherds of Israel and the Divine Shepherd 
And ,;,e word of the LoRD came unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy against 34 

the shepherds of brae!, prophesy, and say unto them, e\Tn lo the shepherds, Thus 
,aith the Lord Gou: Woe unto the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! 
should not the shepherds feed the sheep? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the 
wool, ye kill the fatlings; but ye feed not the sheep. The diseased have ye not 4 
strengthened, neither ha\"e ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up 
that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, 
neither haw ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with rigour have ye 
ruled over them. And they were scattered, because there was no shepherd: and 
they became meat to all the beasts of the field, and were scattered. l\ly sheep wan-6 
dered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea. my sheep were scat
tered upon all the face of the earth; and there was none that did search or seek after 
them. Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: As I live, saith the 
Lord Gou, surely forasmuch as my sheep became a prey, and my sheep became meat 
to all the beasts of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherd 
search for my sheep, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my sheep; there-9 
fore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lorri Gon: Behold, I 
am against the shepherds; and I will require my sheep at their hand, and cause them 
lo cease from feeding the sheep; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any 
more; and I will deliver my sheep from their mouth, that they may not be meat for 
them. For thus saith the Lord Goo: Behold, I myself, e\"('n 1,,. will search for my II 
5hcep, and will seek them out. As a shepherd sceketh out his !lock in the day that 
he is among his sheep that arc scattered abroad, so will 1 seek out my sheep; and I 
will dcli,·cr them out of all places whither they ha,·c been scattered in the cloudy and 
dark day. And I will bring them out from the peoples, and gather them from the 13 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and 1 will feed them upon the 
mountain5 of Is rad, by the wat0rcourscs, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 
I will feed them with good pasture, and upon the mountains of the height of Israel 
shall their fold he: there shall they lie clown in a good fold, and on fat pasture shall 
they feed upon the mountains of Israel. I myself will feed my sheep, and 1 will cause 15 
them to lie clown, saith the Lord Goo. Twill seek that which was lost, and will bring 
again that which was dri\"en away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will 
strcngthc:n that which was sick: and the fat and the strong I will destroy; I will feed 
them in judgement. Anrl as for y0u, 0 my flock, thus saith the Lord Gou: Behold, 
I judge brtween cattle and cattle, as well the rams as the he-goals. Seemcth it a 18 
small thing unto you lo have fed upon the good pasture, but ye must tread down with 
your fret the residue of your pasture? and to have drunk of the clear waters, hut ye 
mu5t foul the residue with your feet? And as for my sheep, they cat that which ye 
have trodden with your feet, and they drink that which ye have fouled with your feet. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord Goo unto them: Behold, I, even I, will judge be- 20 

tween the fat cattle and the lean cattle. Because ye thrust with side and with <'houlder, 
and push all the diseased with your horns, till ye nave scattered them abroad; there
fore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will judge between 
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23 cattle and cattle. And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them 
even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. And i 
the LORD will be their God, and my servant David prince among them; I the LoRJJ 
have spoken it. And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause evil 
beasts to cease out of the land: and they shall dwell securely in the wilderness, and 

26 sletp in the woods. And I will make them and the places round about my hill a bless
ing; and I will cause the shower to come down in its season; there shall be showers 
of blessing. And the tree of the field shall yield its fruit, and the earth shall yield 
her increase, and they shall be secure in their land; and they shall know tL;:it I am the 
LORD, when I have broken the bars of their yoke, and have delivered them out of the 

28 hand of those that served themselves of them. And they shall no more be a prey lo 
the heathen, neither shall the beast of the earth devour them; but tlwy oho.II dwell 
securely, and none shall make them afraid. And I will raise up unto them 1- planta
tion for renown, and they shall be no more consumed with famine in the land, neither 
bear the shame of the heathen any more. And they shall know that I the LORD their 
God am with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are my people, saith the Lord GOD. 

31 And ye my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, are men: and I am your God, saith 
the Lord Goo. 

iii. - Mount Seir and the Mountains of Israel 
35 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face 

against mount Seir, and prophesy against it, and say unto it, Thus saith the Lord Goo: 
Behold, I am against thee, 0 mount Seir, and I will stretch out mine hand against 
thee; and I will make thee a desolation and an astonishment. I will lay thy cities 

s waste, and thou shalt be desolate; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD. Be
cause thou hast had a perpetual enmity, and hast given over the children of Israel to 
the power of the sword in the time of their calamity, in the time of the punishment of 
the end: therefore, as I live, saith the Lord Gon. I will prepare thee unto blood, and 
blood shall pursue thee: sith thou hast not hated blood, therefore blood shall pursue 
thee. Thus will I make mount Seir an astonishment and a desolation; and I will 

B cut off from it him l,hat passeth through and him that returneth. And I will fill his 
mountains with his slain: in thy hills and in thy valleys and in all thy watercourses 
shall they fall that are slain with the sword. I will make thee perpetual desolations, 
and thy cities shall not be inhabited: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. Because 
thou hast said, These two nations and these two countries shall be mine, and we will 

II possess it; whereas the LORD was there: therefore, as I live, saith the Lord Goo, I 
will do according to thine anger, and according to thine envy which thou hast shewed 
out of thy hatred against them; and I will make myself known among them, when I 
shall judge thee. And thou shalt know that I the LORD have heard all thy blasphemk~ 
which thou hast spoken against the mountains of Israel, saying, They arc laid deso
late, they are given us to devour. And ye have magnified yourselves against me with 

14 your mouth, and have multiplied your words against me: I have heard it. Thus 
saith the Lord Goo: When the whole earth rejoiceth, I will make thee desolate. As 
thou didst rejoice over the inheritance of the house of Israel, because it was desolatP, 
so will I do unto thee: thou shalt be desolate, 0 mount Scir, and all Edorr, even all 
of it: and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

36 And thou, son of man, prophrsy unto the mountains of Israel, and say, Y~ moun-
tains of Israel, hear the word of the LORD. Thus saith the Lord Goo: Because the 
enemy hath said against you, Aha! and, The ancient high places are ours in posses
sion: therefore prophesy, and say, Thus saith the Lord Goo: Because, even because 
they have made you desolate, and swallowed you up on every side, that ye might be a 
possession unto the residue of the nations, and ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and 
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the evil report of the pro pie: therefore, ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the 4 
Lord Gon; Thus saith the Lord Gon to the mountains and to the hills, to the water
courses and to the valleys, to the desolate wastes and to the cities that are forsaken, 
which are become a prey and derision to the residue of the nations that are round 
ahout: therefore thus saith the Lord Gon: Surely in the fire of my jealousy have I 
spoken against the residue of the nations, and against all Edom, which have ap
pointed my land unto themselves for a possession with the joy of all their heart, with 
despite of soul, to cast it out for a prey: therefore prophesy concerning the )and of 6 
l:"r~el, and sav unto the mountains and to the hills, to the watercourses and to the 
valleys, Thus ·saith the Lord Goo: Behold, I have spoken in my jealousy and in my 
furv, because ve have borne the shame of the heathen: therefore thus saith the Lord 
Go.D: I han· lifted up mine hand, saying, Surely the heathen that are round about you, 
they shall bear their shame. But ye, 0 mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your 8 
branches, and :deld your fruit to my people Israel; for they arc at hand to come. 
For, behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be tilled and sown: 
and I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Israel, even all of it: and the cities 
shall be inhabited, and the waste places shall be buil<le<l: ancl I will multiply upon n 
you man and beast; and they shall increase and be fruitful: and I will cause you 
tu be inhabited after your former estate, and will do better unto you than at your 
beginnings: and ye shall know that I am the LORD. Yea, I will cause men to walk 
upon you, even my people Israel; and they shall possess thee, and thou shalt be their 
inheritance, and thou shalt no more henceforth bereave them of children. Thus 13 
saith the Lord Goo: Because they say unto you, Thou land art a devourer of men, 
and hast been a bcreavcr of thy nation; therefore thou shalt devour men no more, 
neither berea\·e thy nation any more, saith the Lord Goo; neither will I let thee hear 
any more the shame of the heathen, neither shalt thou bear the reproach of the peoples 
any more, neither shalt thou cause thy nation to stumble any more, saith the Lord Goo. 

~foreovcr the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, when the 16 
house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their way and by their doings: 
their way before me was as the uncleanness of a woman in her separation. Where
fore I poured out my fury upon them for the blood which they had poured out upon 
the land, and because they had defiled it with their idols: and I scattered them among 
the nations, and they were dispersed through the countries: according to their way ' 
and according to their doings I judged them. And when they came unto the nations, 20 

whither they went, they profaned my holy name; in that men said of them, These are 
the people of the LORD, and are gone forth out of his land. But I had pity for mine 
holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations, whither they 
went. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord Gon: I do not 
this fur your sake, 0 house of Israel, but for mine holy name, which ye have profaned 
among the nations, whither ye went. And I will sanctify my great name, which hath 23 
been profaned among the nations, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and 
the nationo shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord Goo, when I shall be sanc
tified in you bdore their eyes. For I will take you from among the nations, and 
11:ather you out of all the countries, and will bring you into your own land. And I 
will sprinkle clean water upon you, ancl ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your iclob, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, ancl a 26 
new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgements, and do them. 
And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, 
a~d I will be.your God. And I will save you from all your uncleannesses: and I 29 
will i;all for the com, and will multiply it, and lay no famine upon you. And I will 
multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no more 
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31 the reproach of fami1~e among the nations. Then shall ye remember your evil ways, 
and your doings that were not good; and ye shall loathe yourselves in your own sight 
for your iniquities and for your abominations. Not for your sake do I this, saith the 
Lord GoD, be it known unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O 
house of Israel. Thus saith the Lord GoD: In the day that I cleanse you from all 
your iniquities, I will cause the cities to be inhabited, and the waste places shall be 

34 builded. And the land that was desolate shall be tilled, whereas it was a desolation 
in the sight of all that passed by. And they shall say, This land that was desolate is 
become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are 
fenced and inhabited. Then the nations that are left round about you shall know 
that I the LORD ha Ye buildcd the ruined places, and planted that which was desolate: 
I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it. 

37 Thus saith the Lord GoD: For this moreover will I be inquired of by the house of 
Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. As the flock 
for sacrifice, as the flock of Jerusalem in her appointed feasts; so shall the waste 
cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

iv.~ The Dry Bones and the Breath of the LORD 
37 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, 

and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones; and he caused 
me to pass by them round about: and behold, there were very many in the open valley; 
and lo, they were very dry. And he said unto me, Son of man, can these boRes live? 

4 And I answered, 0 Lord GoD, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy over 
these bones, and say unto them, 0 ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus 
s1ith the Lord GoD unto these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, 
and ye shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, 
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know 

7 that I am the LORD. So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, 
there was a noise, and behold an earthquake, and the bones came together, bone to 
his bone. And I beheld, and lo, there were sinews upon them, and flesh came up, 
and skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them. Then said he unto 

' me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith 
the Lord GoD: Corne from the four winds, 0 Breath, and breathe upon these slain, 

10 that they may live. So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. Then 
he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they 
say, Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off. Therefore 
prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GoD: Behold, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, 0 my people; and I will bring 

13 you into the land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have 
opened your graves, and caused you to come up out of your graves, 0 my people. 
And I will put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I will place you in your own land: 
and ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD. 

v. - The Joining of the Sticks 
15 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, And thou, son of man, take 

thee one stick, and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of Israel his com
panions: then take another stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, 
and for all the house of Israel his companions: and join them for thee pne to another 

lB into one stick, that they may become one in thine hand. And when the children of 
thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt thou not shew us what thou meanest 
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by these? say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Goo: Behold, I will take the stick of 19 
Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his companions; 
and I 11·ill put them with it, eYen with the slick of Judah, and make them ·one stick, 
and th~v shall be one in mine hand. And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in 
thine hand before their eyes. And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord Goo: Be- 21 

hold, I will take the children of Israel from among the nations, whither they be gone, 
and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land: and I will 
make them one nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall 
be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be 
divided into two kingcioms any more at all: neither shall they defile themselves any 23 
more with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their trans
gressions: but I will save them out of all their dwelling places, wherein they ha\·e 
si1ined, and will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be their God. 
And my sen·ant David shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: 
they shall also walk in my judgements, and obsen·e my statutes, and do them. 
And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein 25 
your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, they, and their children, and their 
children's children, for ever: and David my servant shall be their prince for ever. 
:\Ioreo\·cr I will make a coYenant of peace with them: it shall be an everlasting CO\'e
nant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary 
in the mi cl st of them for e\·ermore. l\J v tabernacle also shall be with them; and I 27 
will be their God, and they shall be my' people. And the nations shall know that I 
am the LORD that sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them 
for evermore. · 

vi. - The Invasion of Gog 
And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, set thy face toward 38 

Gog, of the land of :\lagog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy 
against him, and say, Thus saith the Lor<l Goo: Behold, I am against thee, 0 Gog, 
prince of Rosh, ~Ieshech, and Tubal: and I will tum thee about, and put hooks 
into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, 
all of them clothed in full armour, a great company with buckler and shield, all of 
them handling swords: Persia, Cush, and Put with them; all of them with shield and 5 
helmet: Gomer, and all his hordes; the house of Togarmah in the uttermost parts 
of the north, and all his hordes: even many peoples with thee. Be thou prepared, 
yea, prepare thyself, thou, and all thy companies that are assembled unto thee, ancl be 
thou a guarrl unto them. After many days thou shalt be \'isited: in the latter years s 
thou shalt come into the land that is brought back from the sword, that is gathered 
out of many peoples, upon the mountains of Israel, which have been a continual waste: 
but it is brought forth out of the peoples, and they shall dwell securely, all of them. 
And thou shalt ascend, thou shalt come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to 
CO\'er the land, thou, and all thy hordes, and many peoples with thee. Thus saith 10 

the Lord Goo: It shall come to pass in that day, that things shall come into thy min<l, 
and thou shalt devise an evil device: and thou shalt say, 

I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; 
I will go to them that arc at quiet, that dwell securely; 

All of them dwelling without walls, 
And having neither bars nor gates: 

to take the spoil and to take the prey; to tum thine hand against the waste places 12 

that arc now inhabited, and against the people that are gathered out of the nations, 
which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the middle of the earth. Sheba, 
and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall 
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say unto thee, Art thou come to take the spoil? hast thou assembled thy company 
to take the prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods to 
lake great spoil? ' 

q Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord Con: 
In that day when my people Israel dwelleth securely, shalt thou not know it? And 
Lhou shalt .come from thy place ou.t ?f the uttermost parts of the north, thou, and many 
peoples with thee, all of them ndmg upon horses, a great company and a mighty 

,r, army: and thou shalt come up against my people Israel, as a cloud to cover the lanrl · 
it shall come to pass in the latter days, that I will bring thee against my lanrl, that th~ 
nations may know thee, when I shall be sanctified in thee, 0 Gog, before their eyes. 
Thus saith Lhe Lord Gan: Art thou he of whom I spake in old time by my servants 
the prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those days for many years that I woyld 

18 bring thee against them? And it shall come to pass in that day, when Gog shall 
come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord Gon, that my fury shall come up into 
my nostrils. For in my jealousy and in the fire oi my wrath have 1 spoken: Surely 
in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; so that the fish('S of 
the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things 
that creep upon the earth, and all the men that arc upon the face of the earth, shall 
shake at my presence, and the JT1ountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places 

21 shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground. And I will call for a sword against 
him unto all my mountains, saith the Lord Gon: every man's sword shall be against 
his brother. And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; anrl I 
will rain upon him, and upon his hordes, and upon the many peoples that are with 
him, an overOowing shower, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. And I will 
magnify myself, and sanctify myself, and I will make myself known in the eyes of 
many nations; and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

39 And thou, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord Con: 
Behold, I am against thee, 0 Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: and I will 
turn thee about, and will lead the" on, and will cause thee to come up from the utter
most parts of the north; and I will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: and I 
will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy 
right hand. Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy hordes, 
and the peoples that arc with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every 

s sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured. Thou shalt fall upon the open 
field: for I have spoken it, saith the Lorri Con. And I will send a fire on l\fagog, 
and on them that dwell securely in the isles: and they shall know that I am the Lo Rn. 
And my holy name will I make known in the midst of my people Israel; neither will 
I suffer my holy name to be profaned any more: anrl the nations shall know that I 
am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. Behold, it cometh, and it shall be done, saith 
the Lord Gon; this is the day whereof I have spoken. 

9 And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall make fires of 
the weapons and burn them, both the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the 
arrows, and the handstaves, and the spears; and they shall make fires of them seven 
years: so that they shall take no wood out of the field, neither cut clown any out 
of the forests; for they shall make fires of the weapons: and they shall spoil those 
that spoiled them, and rob those that robbed Lhem, saith the Lord Gov. 

1 • And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place for burial 
in Israel, the valley of them that pass through on the cast of the sea: and it shall stop 
them that pass through: and tlwre shall they bury Gog and all his multiturle: and 
they shall call it The valley of Hamon-gog. And seven months shall the house of 
Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the land. Yea, all the people of 
the land shall bury them; and it shall be to them a renown, in the day that I shall be 

14 glorified, saith the Lord GoD. And they shall sever out men of continual employ-
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mcnt, that shall pass through the land to bury with them that pass through those that 
remain upon tht> face of the land, to cleanse it: after the end of seven months shall 
they s~arch. And they' that pass through the land shall pass through; and when any 15 
sceth a man's hone, then shall he set up a si~ by it, till the buriers have buried it in 
the valley of Hamon-gog. And Hamonah shall also be the name of a city. Thus 
shall they cleanse the land. 

And thou, son of man, thus saith the Lord GoD: Speak unto the birds of ewry sort, 17 
and to every beast of the field, Assemble yoursdves, and come; gather yourselves 
on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a great sacrifice upon the 
mnuntains of Israel, that ye may cat flesh and drink blood. Ye shall cat the flesh of 
the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of 
goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. And ye shall cat fat till ye be full, 19 
and drink blood till ye be drnnken, of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for ~·ou. 
And ye shall he filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, and with 
all men of war, saith the Lord GoD. 

And I will set my glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see my jud,rc- 21 

ment that I ha,·e executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them. So the house 
of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God, from that day and forward. And 
the nations shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity; 
because they trespassed against me, and I hid my fac~ from them: so I gave them in lo 
the hand of their adn·rsaries, and they fell all of them by the sword. According 24 

to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions did I unto them; and I 
hid my face from them. Therefore thus saith the Lord Gon: Now will I bring again 
the captiYity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel; and I will be 
jealous for my holy name. And they 'shall bear their shame, and all their trcspassrs 26 
whereby they have trespassed against me, when they shall dwell securely in thrir 
land, and none shall make them afraid; when I have brought them again from the 
peoples, and gathered them out of their enemies' lands, and am sanctified in them in 
the sight of many nations. And they shall know that I am the LORD their God, in 28 
that I causer! them to go into captiYity among the nations, and have gathered them 
unto their own land; and I will leave none of them any more there; neither will I 
hide my face any more from them: for I have poured out my spirit upon the house of 
Israel, saith the Lord GoD. 

vii. - Finale 

VISION OF JERUSALEM IN HER GLORY 

In the five anrl twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the 40 
tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was smitten, in the 
selfsame clay, the hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me thither. In the 
'"~-<ions of Goel brought he me into the land of Israel, and set me down upon a very 
high mountain, whereop was as it were the frame of a city on the south. And b,· 3 
brought me thither, and behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the 
appea;ance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring ret•d; and he 
stood Ill the gate. And the man said unto me, Son of man, behold with thine eves, anrl 
hear with thine cars, and set thine heart upon all that I shall shew thee; fort~ the in
lf"nt that I might shew them unto thee art thou brought hither: declare all that thou 
seest to tbe house of Israel. 

The Law of the fl ouse 

And behold, a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in the man's hand 5 
a measuring reed of six cubits long, of a cubit and an handbreadth each: so he meas
ured the thickness of the building, one reed; and the height, one reed. Then came 
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he unto the gate which looketh toward the east, and went up the steps thereof; and he 
measured the threshold of the gate, one recd broad: and the other threshold, one recd 

7 broad. And every lodge was one recd long, and one recd broad; and the space be
tween the lodges was five cubits; and the threshold of the gate by the porch of the gate 
toward the house was one recd. He measured also the porch of the gale toward the 
house, one recd. Then measured he the porch of the gate, eight cubits; and the posts 
thereof, two cubits; and the porch of the gale was toward the house. And the lodges 

11 of the gale eastward were three on this side, and three on that side; they three were 
of one measure: and the posts had one measure on this side and on that side. And he 
measured the breadth of the opening of the gale, ten cubits; and the knglh of the 
gate, thirteen cubits; and a border before the lodges, one cubit on this side, and a bor
<kr, 01ir~ cubit on that side; and the lodges, six cubits on this side, and six cubits on 
that side. And he measured the gate from the roof of the one lodge to the roof of 

14 lhe other, a breadth of five and twenty cubits; door against door. He made also 
posts, threescore cubits; and the court rc·ached unto the post, the gale being round 
about. And from the forefront of the gale al the entrance unto the forefront of the 
inner porch of the gate were fifty cubits. And there were closed windows to the 
lodges, and lo their posts within the gate round about, and likewise to the arches: 
and windows were round about inward: and upon each post were palm trees. 

17 Then brought he me into the outer court, and, lo, there were cham hers and a 
pavement, made for the court round about: thirty chambers were upon the pavement. 
And the pavement was by the side of the gales, answerable unto the length of the gates, 
even the lower pavement. Thc'n he measured the breadth from the forefront of the 
lower gale unto the forefront of the inner court without, an hundred cubits, both on 

20 the cast and on the north. And the gale of the outer court whose prospect is toward 
the north, he measured the length thereof and the breadth thereof. And the lodges 
thereof were three on this side and three on that side; and the posts thereof and the 
arches thereof were after the measure of the first gate: the length thereof was fifty 

22 cubits, and the breadth five and twenty cubits. And the windows thereof, and the 
arches thereof, nnd the palm trees thereof, were after the measure of the gate whose 
prospect is toward the cast; am! they went up unto it by seven steps; and the arches 
thereof were before tlwm. And there was a gale lo the inner court over against the 
other gate, both on the north and on the east; and he measured from gate to gate an 
hundred cu hits. And he led me toward the south, and behold a gale toward the south: 
and he measured the posts thereof and the arches thereof according to these measures. 

25 And there were windows in it and in the arches thereof round about, like those win
dows: the length was fifty cubits, and the breadth five and twenty cubits. And there 
were seven steps lo go up to it, and the arches thereof were before them: and it had 
palm trees, one on this side, and another on that side, upon the posts thereof. And 
there was a gate to the inner court toward the south: and he measurd from gate to 
gate toward the south an hundred cubits. 

28 Then he brought me to the inner court by the south gate: and he measured the 
'outh gate according to these measures; and the lodges thereof, and the posts thereof, 
:, nd th~ arches thereof, according to these measures: and there were windows in it 
and in the arches thereof round about; it was fifty cubits long, and five and twenty 
cubits broad. And there were arches round about, five and twenty cubits long, and 
five cubits broad. And the arches thereof were toward the outer court; and palm 

.i" l1·ces were upon the posts thereof: and the going up to it had eight steps. And he 
brought me into the inner court toward the east: and he measured the gate according 
lo these measures; and the lodges thereof, and the posts thereof, and the arches 
thereof, according to these measures: and there were windows therein and in the 
arches thereof round about: it was fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits 
broad. And the arches thereof were toward the outer court; and palm trees were 
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upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on that side: and the going up to it had 
eii;d1t steps. And he brought me to the north gate: and he measured it according to 35 
these measures; the lodges thereof, the posts thereof, and the arches thereof; and 
there were windows therein round about: the l~ngth was fifty cubits, and the breadth 
five and twenty cubits. And the posts thereof were toward the outer court; and palm 
trees were upon the posts thereof, on this side, and on that side: and the going up to 
it had eight steps. 

And a chamber with the door thereof was by the posts at the gates; there they 33 
washed the burnt offering. And in the porch of the gate were two tables on this side, 
and two tables on that side, to slay thereon the burnt offering and the sin offering and 
the guilt offering. And on the one side without, as one goeth up ,J the entry of the 
gate toward the north, were two tables; and on the other side, which belonged to the 
porch of the gate, were two tables. Four tables were on tl1is side, an<l four tables on 41 
that side, by the side of the gate; eight tables, whereupon they slew the sacrifices. 
And there were four tables for the burnt offering, •Jf hewn stone, a cubit and an half 
long, and a cubit and an half broad, and one cubit high: whereupon they laid the 
instruments wherewith they slew the burnt offering and the sacrifice. And the hooks, 43 
an handbreadth long, were fastened within round about: and upon the tables was the 
flesh of the oblation. And without the inner gate were chambers for the singers in the 
inner court, which was at the side of the north gate; and their prospect was toward the 
south: one at the side of the east gate having the prospect toward the north. And he 
said unto me, This chamber, whose prospect is toward the south, is for the priests, the 
keepers of the charge of the house. And the chamber whose prospect is toward the 46 
north is for the priests, the keepers of the charge of the altar: these are the sons of 
Za<lok, which from among the sons of Levi come near lo the LORD to minister unto 
him. Ar.d he measured the court, an hundred cubits long, and an hundred cubits 
broad, foursquare; and the altar was before the house. 

Then he brought me to the porch of the house, and measured each post .of the porch, 43 
five cubits on this side, and five cubits on that side: and the breadth of the gate was 
three cubits on this side, and three cubits on that side. The length of the porch was 
twenty cubits, and the breadth eleven cubits; even by the steps whereby they went 
up to it: and there were pillars by the posts, one on this side, and another on that side. 

Ancl he brought me to the temple, and measured the posts, six cubits broad on the 41 
one side, and six cubits broad on the other side, which was the breadth of the taber
nacle. And the breadth of the entrance was ten cubits; and the sides of the entrance 
were five cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the other side: and he mea~ured. 
the length thereof, forty cubits, and the breadth, twenty cubits. Then went he in
ward, and measured each post of the entrance, two cubits: and the entrance, six 
cubits; and the breadth of the entrance, seven cubits. And he measured the length 4 
thereof, twenty cubits, and the breadth, twenty cubits, before the temple: and he 
said unto me, This is the Most Holy place. Then he measured the wall of the house, 
six cubits; and the breadth of every side-chamber, four cubits, round about the house 
on every side. And the side-chambers were in three stories, one over another, and 
thirty in crder; and they entered into the wall which belonged to the house for the 
sirle-chambcrs round about, that they might have hold therein, and not have hold in 
the wall of the house. And the side-chambers were broader as they encompassed the 7 
house higher and higher; for the encompassing of the house went higher ancl higher· 
round about the house: therefore the breadth of the house continued upward; and 
so 0:1e went up from the lowest ch'lmber to the highest by the middle chamber. l 
saw also that the house had a raised basement round about: the foundations of the 
side-chambers were a full reed of six great cubits. The thickness of the wall, which 9 

was for the side-chambers, on the outside, was five cubits: and that which was left 
was the place of the side-chambers that belonged to the house. 
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10 And between the chambers was a breadth of twenty cubits round about the house 
on every side. And the doors of the side-chambers were toward the place that was 
left, one door toward the north, and another door toward the south: and the breadth 

1~ of the place that was left was five cubits round about. And the building that was 
before the separate place at the side toward the west was seventy cubits broad; and 
the wall of the building was five cubits thick round about, and the length thereof 
ninety cubits. So he measured the house, an hundred cubits long; and the separate 
place, and the building, with the walls thereof, an hundred cubits long; also the breadth 
of the face of the house, and of the separate place toward the east, an hundred cubits. 

15 And 11e measured the length of the building before the separate place· which was 
at the back thereof, and the galleries thereof on the one side and on the other side, an 
hundred cubits; and the inner temple, and the porches of the court; the thresholds, 

. and the closed windows, and the galleries round about on their three stories, over 
against the threshold, cieled with wood round about, and from the ground up to the 
windows; (now the windows were covered;) to the space above the door, even unto 
the inner house, and without, and by all the wall round about within and without, 

18 by measure. And it was made with cherubim and palm trees; and a palm tree was 
between cherub and cherub, and every cherub had two faces; so that there was the face 
of a man toward the palm tree on the one side, and the face of a young lion toward the 
palm tree on the other side: thus was it made through all the house round about. 
From the ground unto above the door were chem bim and palm trees made: th us 

21 was the wall of the temple. As for the temple, the door posts were squared; and as 
for the face of the sanctuary, the appearance th.yreof was as the appearance of the 
temple. The altar was of wood, three cubits high, and the length thereof two cubits; 
and the corners thereof, and the length thereof, and the walls thereof, were of wood: 
and he said unto me, This is the table that is before the LORD. And the temple and 

24 the sanctuary had two doors. And the doors had two leaves apiece, two turning 
leaves; two. leaves for the one door, and two leaves for the other. And there were 
made on them, on the doors of the temple, cherubim and palm trees, like as were made 
upon the walls; and there were thick beams of wood upon the face of the porch 
without. And there were closed windows and palm trees on the one side and on the 
other side, on the sides of the porch: thus were the sidc-cham bers of the house, and 
the thick beams. 

42 Then he brought me forth into the outer court, the way toward the north: and he 
brought me into the chamber that was over against the separate place, and which was 
over.against the building toward the north. Before the length of an hundred cubits 
was the north door, and the breadth was fifty cubits. Over against the twenty cubits 
which belonged to the inner court, and over against the pavement which belonged to 

4 the outer court, was gallery against gallery in the third story. And before the cham 
be rs was a walk of ten cubits breadth inward, a way of one cubit; and their doors we~~ 
toward the north. Now the upper chambers were shorter: for the galleries took away 
from these, more than from the lower and the middlemost, in the building. For they 
were in three stories, and they had not pillars as the pillars of the courts: therefore 
the uppermost was straitened more than the lowest and the middlemost from the 

7 ground. And the wall that was without by the side of the chambers, toward the outer 
court before the chambers, the length thereof was fifty cubits. For the length of the 
chambers that were in the outer court was fifty cubits: and, lo, before the temple 
were an hundred cubits. And from under these chambers was the entry on the east 
side, as one goeth into them from the outer court. In the thickness of the wall of the 
court toward the east, before the separate place, and before the building, there were 

II cham hers. And the way before them was like the appearance of the way of the cham
bers which were toward the north; according to their length so was their breadt~: 
and all their goings out were both according to their fashions, and according ID their 
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doors. And according to the doors of the chambers that were toward the south was 12 

a door in the head of the way, even the way directly before the wall toward the east, 
as one entereth into them. Then said he unto me, The north chambers and the 
south chambers, which are before the separate place, they be the holy chambers, 
where the priests that are near unto the LORD s~all eat the most holy things: there 
shall they lay the most holy things, and the meal offering, and the sin offering, and the 
guilt offerin12:; for the place is holy. When the priests enter in, then shall they not '4 
go out of the holy place into the outer court, but there they shall lay their garments 
wherein they minister; for they are holy: and they shall put on other gam1ents, and 
shall approach to that which pertaineth to the people. 

Kow when he had made an end of measuring the inner house, he brought me 15 
forth by t'1e way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east, and measured it round 
about. He measured on the east side with the measuring reed, five hundred reeds, 
with the measuring reed round about. He measured on the north side, five hundred 
reeds, with the measuring reed round about. He measured on the south side, five 
hundred reeds, with the measuring recd. He turned about lo the west side, and 19 
measured five hundred reeds with the measuring reed. He measured it on the four 
sides: it had a wall round about, the len!(th five hundred, and the breadth five hun
dred. to make a separation between that which was holy and that which was common. 

Aftenrnrd he brought me to the gate, e\·en the gate that looketh toward the cast: 43 
and beholrl, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his 
\'Oice was like the sound of many waters: and the earth shined with his idory. And 
it was accor<ling to the appearance of the \'ision which I saw, e\·cn according to the 
vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city; and the visions were like the vision 
that I saw by the river Chebar: and I fell upon my face. And the glory of the LORD 
came into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the cast. Ands 
the spirit tcok me up. and IJrought !PC into tLe inner court; and Le hold, the µ-Jory of 
the LORD tilled tJ~,e house. And I heard one sprnking unto me out of the house; 
and a man stood by me. And he said unlo me, Son of rran, this is the place of my 
throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the 
children of Israel for e\·er: and the house of Israel shall no more defile my holy 
name, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, and by the carcases of tht·ir 
kings in their high places; in their setting of their threshold by my threshold, and B 
their door post beside my door post, and there was but the wall between me and them; 
an<l they have defiled my holy name by their abominations which they have com
mitted: wherefore I have consumed them in mine anger. Now let them put away 
their whorcdom, and the carcases of their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the 
midst of them f"r ever. 

Thou, son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed 10 

of their iniquities: and let them measure the paltern. And if they be ashamed of all 
that they have d.rne, make known unto them the form of Lhe house, and the fashion 
therenf, and the goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all the fo1111s 
thereof, and all the ordinances there0f, and all the forms thereof, and all the laws 
thereof, and write it in their sight: that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all 
the ordinances thcrenf, and do them. This is the law of the house: upon lhe top cf 12 

the mountain the whole limit thereof round about shall be most holy. Behold, this 
is the law of the house. 

Ordinances of the Altar 

And these are the measures of the altar by cubits: (the cubit is a cubit and an 13 
handbreadlh :) the bottom shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and the border 
thereof hy the edge thereof round about a span: and this shall he the base of the altar. 
And from the bottom upon the ground to the lower settle shall be two cubits, and t1'e 
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breadth one cubit; and from the lesser settle to the greater settle shall be four cubits, 
15 and the breadth a cubit. And the upper altar shall be four cubits; and from the 

altar hearth and upward there shall be four horns. And the altar hearth shall be 
twelve cubits long by twelve broad, square in the four sides thereof. And the settle 
shall be fourteen cubits long by fo.urteen broad in the four sides thereof; and the 
border about it shall be half a cubit; and the bottom thereof shall be a cubit about; 
and the steps thereof shall look toward the east. 

18 And he said unto me, Son of man, thus saith the Lord Goo: These are the ordi-
nances of the altar in the day when they shall make it, to offer burnt offerings thereon, 
and to sprinkle blood thereon. Thou shalt give to the priests the Levites that be of the 
seed of Zadok, which are near unto me, to minister unto me, saith the Lord Goo, a 
young bullock for a sin offering. And thou shalt take of the blood thereof,.·rnd put it 
on the four horns of it, and on the four corners of the settle, and upon the border 

21 round about: thus shalt thou cleanse it and make atonement for it. Thou shalt also 
take the bullock of the sin offering, and he shall bum it in the appointed place of the 
house, without the sanctuary. And on the second day thou shalt offer a he-goat 
without blemish for a sin offering; and they shall cleanse the altar, as they did cleanse 
it with the bullock. When thou hast made an end of cleansing it, thou shalt offer a 

24 young bullock without blemish, and a ram out of the flock without blemish. And 
thou shalt bring them near before the LORD, and the priests shall cast salt upon them, 
:i.nd they shall ofTer them up for a burnt offering unto the LORD. Seven days shalt 
thou prepare every day a goat for a sin offering: they shall also prepare a young bul
lock, and a ram out of the flock, without blemish. Seven days shall they make atone-

27 ment for the altar and purify it; so shall they consecrate it. And when they have 
accomplished the days, it shall be that upon the eighth day, and forward, the priests 
shall make your burnt offerings upon the altar, and your peace offerings; and I will 
accept you, saith the Lord Goo. 

The Entering in and Going forth of the Sanctuary 

44 Then he brought me back the way of the outer gate of the sanctuary, which 
looketh toward the east; and it was shut. And the LORD said unto me, This gate 
shall be shut, it shall not be opened, neither shall any man enter in by it, for the LORD, 
the God of Israel, hath entered in by it; therefore it shall be shut. As for the prince, 
he shall sit therein as prince to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by the way 

4 of the porch of the gate, and shall go out by the way of the same. Then he brought 
me the way of the north gate before the house; and I looked, and behold, the glory 
of the LORD filled the house of the LORD: and I fell upon my face. And the LORD 
said unto me, Son of man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine 
ears all that I say unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the house of the LORD, 
and all the laws thereof; and mark well the entering in of the house, with every going 

6 forth of the sanctuary. And thou shalt say to the rebellious, even to the house of 
Israel, Thus saith the Lord Goo: 0 ye house of Israel, let it suffice you of all your 
abominations, in that ye have brought in aliens, uncircumcised in heart and uncircum
cised in flesh, to be in my sanctuary, to profane it, even my house, when ye offer my 
bread, the fat and the blood, and they have broken my covenant, to add unto all your 

8 abominations. And ye have not kept the charge of mine holy things: but ye have set 
keepers of my charge in my sanctuary for yourselves. Thus saith the Lord Goo: 
No alien, uncircumcised in heart and uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into my 
sanctuary, of any alien that is among the children of Israel. But the Levites that went 
far from me, when Israel went astray, which went astray from me after their idols; 

n t~ey shall bear their iniquity. Yet they shall be ministers in my sanctuary, having 
oversight at the gates of the house, and ministering in the house: they shall slay the 
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burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand before them to 
minister unto them. Because they ministered unto them before their idols, and be- 12 

came a stumblingblock of iniquity unto the house of Israel; therefore have I lifted 
up mine hand against them, saith the Lord GoD, and they shall bear their iniquity. 
And they shall not come near unto me, to execute the office of priest unto me, nor to 13 
come near to any of my holy things, unto the things that are most holy: but they shall 
bear their shame, and their abominations which they have committed. Yet will I 
make them keepers of the charge of the hoi.tse, for all the service thereof, and for all 
that shall be done therein. 

But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that kept the charge of my sanctuary rs 
when the children of Israel went astray from me, they shall come near to we to min
ister unto me; and they shall stand before me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, 
saith the Lord GOD: they shall enter into my sanctuary, and they shall come near to 
my table, to minister unto me, and they shall keep my charge. And it shall be that 17 
when they enter in at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with linen 
garments; and no wool shall come upon them, whiles they minister in the gates of the 
inner court, and within. They shall have linen tires upon their heads, and shall have 
linen breeches upon their loins; they shall not gird themselves with any thing that 
causeth sweat. And when they go forth into the outer court, even into the outer court 19 
to the people, they shall put off their garments wherein they minister, and lay them in the 
holy chambers, and they shall put on other garments, that they sanctify not the people 
with their garments. Neither shall they shave their heads, nor sufTer their locks lo 
grow long; they shall only poll their heads. Neither shall any priest drink wine, 
when they enter into the inner court. Neither shall they take for their wi\'es a widow, 22 

nor her that is put away: but they shall take virgins of the seed of the house of Israel, 
or a widow that is the widow of a priest. And they shzll teach my people the difTcr
ence between the holy and the common, and cause them to discern between the un
clean and the clean. And in a controversy they shall stand to judge; according to my 
judgements shall they judge it: and they shall keep my laws and my statutes in all 
my appointed feasts; and they shall hallow my sabbaths. And they shall come al no 25 
dead person lo defile themselves: but for father, or for mother, or for son, or for daugl1-
ter, for brother, or for sister that hath had no husband, they may defile themscl\'Cs. 
And after he is cleansed, they shall reckon unto him seven days. And in the clay 
that he goeth into the sanctuary, into the inner court, to minister in the sanctuary, 
he shall offer his sin offering, saith the Lord GoD. And they shall have an inheritance; 28 
I am their inheritance: and ye shall give them no possession in Israel; I am their 
possession. They shall eat the meal offering, and the sin olTering, and the guilt 
offering; and every devoted thing in Israel shall be theirs. And the first of all the 
firstfruits of everything, and every oblation of everything, of all your oblations, shall 
be for the priests: ye shall also give unto the priest the first of your dough, to cause a 
blessing to rest on thine house. The priests shall not eat of any thing that dieth of 31 
itself, or is tom, whether it be fowl or beast. -

The Holy Portion of the Land 

l'v~oreover, when ye shall divide by lot the land for inheritance, ye shall offer an 45 
ohlat1on unto the LoRJJ, an huly portion of the land: the length shall be the length 
of five and twenty thousand reeds, and the breadth shall be ten thcusand: it shall be 
h"lY in all the border thereof round about. Of this there shall be for the holy place 
five. hundred in length by five hundred in breadth, square round about; and fifty 
cubits for the suburbs thereof round about. And of this measure shalt thou measure, 3 
a length of five and twenty thousand, anci a breadth of ten thousand: and in it shall 
be the sanctuary, which is most holy. It is an hcly portion of the land; it shall be 
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for the priests, the ministers of the sanctuary, which come near to minister unto the 
LoRD; and it shall be a place for their houses, and an holy place for the sanctuary. 

s And five and twenty thousand in length, and ten thousand in breadth, shall be unto 
the Levites, the ministers of the house, for a possession unto themselves, for twenty 
cham hers. And ye shall appoint the possession of the city five thousand broad, and 
five and twenty thousand long, side by side with the oblation of the holy portion: it 

7 shall be for the whole house of Israel. And whatsoever is for the prince shall be on 
the one side and on the other side of the hcily oblation and of the possession of the city, 
in front of the holy oblation and in front of the possession of the city, on the west side 
westward, and on the east side eastward: and in length answerable unto one of the 

8 portions, from the west border unto the east border. In the land it shall be to him 
for a possession in Israel: and my princes shall no more oppress my people; but they 
shall give the land to the house of Israel according to their .tribes. 

Oblations and Offerings 

9 Thus saith the Lord GoD: Let it suffice you, 0 princes of Israel: remove violence 
and spoil, and execute judgement and justice; take away your exactions from my 
people, saith the Lord GoD. Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and a 
just bath. The ephah and the bath shall be of one measure, that the bath may con
tain the tenth part of an homer, and the ephah the tenth part of an homer: the 

12 measure thereof shall be after the homer. And the shekel shall be twenty gcrahs: 
twenty shekels, live and twenty shekels, fifteen shekels, shall be your maneh. This 
is the oblation that ye shall offer; the sixth part of an ephah from an homer of wheat, 
and ye shall give the sixth part of an ephah from an homer of barley: and the set 
portion of oil, of the bath of oil, shall be the tenth part of a bath out of the cor, which 

15 is ten baths, even an homer; for ten baths are an homer: and one lamb of the Rock, 
out of two hundred, from the fat pastures of Israel; for a meal offering, and for a 
burnt offering, and for peace offerings, to make atonement for them, saith the Lord 
GoD. All the people of the land shall give unto this oblation for the prince in Israel. 

17 And it shall be the prince's part to give the burnt offerings, and the meal offerings, 
and the drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths, in 
all the appointed feasts of the house of Israel: he shall prepare the sin offering, and 
the meal offering, and the burnt offering, and the peace offerings, to make atonement 
for the house of Israel. 

18 Thus saith the Lord GoD: In che first month, in the first day of the month, thou 
shalt take a young bullock without blemish; and thou shalt cleanse the sanctuary. 
And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering, and put it upon the door 
posts of the house, and upon the four corners of the settle of the altar, and upon the 
posts of the gate of the inner court. And so thou shalt do on the seventh day of the 
month for every one that crreth, and for him that is simple: so shall ye make atone-

21 ment for the house In the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall 
have the passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened.bread shall be ealcn. And upon 
that day shall the prince prepare for himself and for all the people of the land a bul
lock for a sin offering. And the seven days of the feast he shall prepare a burnt ofTer
ing to the LORD, seven bullocks and seven rams without blemish daily the seven d&ys; 

24 and a he-goat daily for a sin offering. And he shall prepare a meal offering, an ephah 
for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram, and an hin of oil to an ephah. In the seventh 
month, in the fifteenth day of the month, in the feast, shall he do the like the _seven 
days; according to the sin offering, according to the burnt offering, and according tu 
the meal offering, and according to the oil. 

46 Thus saith the Lord GoD: The gate of the inner court that looketh toward the 
east shall be shut the six working days; but on the sabbath day it shall be opened, 
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and in the day of the new moon it shall be opened. And the prince shall enter by 2 

the way of the porch of the gate without, and shall stand by the post of the gate, and 
the priests shall prepare his burnt offering and hi.s peace offerings, and he shall wor
ship at the threshold of the gate; then he shall go forth: but the gate shall not be shut 
until the ewning. And the people of the land shall worship at the door of that gate 3 
before the Lo1m in the sabbaths and in the new moons. And the burnt offerinl!: that 
the prince shall offer unto the LORD shall be in the sabbath day six lambs without 
blemish and a ram without blemish; and the meal offering shall be an ephah for the 
ram, ~.•1d 1hc meal offering for the lambs as he is able to give, and an hin of oil to an 
ephah. And in the day of the new moon it shall be a young bullock without blemish; 6 
and six lambs, and a ram; they shall be without blemish: and he shall prepare a meal 
offering, an ephah for the bullock, and an ephah for the ram, and for the lam hs ac
cording as he is able, and an hin of oil to an ephah. And when the prince shall enter, 
he shall go in by the way of the porch of the gate, and he shall go forth hy the way 
thereof. But when the people of the land shall come before the LoRn in the appointed 9 
fca,ts, he that cntereth by the way of the north gate to worship shall go forth by the 
way of the south gate; and he that entercth by the way of the south gate shall go 
forth by the way of the north gate: he shall not return by the way of the gate whereby 
hP came in, hut shall go forth straight before him. And the prince, when they go in, 
shall go in in the midst of them; and when they go forth, they shall go forth together . 
.\nd in the feasts and in the solenrnities the meal offering shall be an ephah for a bu!- rr 
lock, and an ephah for a ram, and for the lamhs as he is able to gi,·e, and an hin of 
oil to an ephah. And when the prince shall prepare a freewill offering, a burnt 
offering or peace offerings as a freewill offering unto the LORD, one shall open for 
him the gate that lookrth toward the cast, and he shall prepare his burnt offering and 
his peace offerings, as he doth on the sabbath day: then he shall go forth; and after 
his going forth one shall shut the gate. And thou shalt prepare a lamb of the first r3 
year without blemish for a burnt offering unto the LORD daily: morning by morning 
shalt thou prepare it. And thou shalt prepare a meal offering with it morning by 
morning, the sixth part of an ephah, and the third part of an hin of oil, to mCTisten 
the fine flour; a meal offering unto the LORD conlinually by a perpetual ordinance. 
Thus shall they prepare the lamb, and the meal offering, and the oil, morning by morn
ing, for a continual burnt offering. 

Thus saith the Lord Goo: If the prince give a gift unto any of his sons, it ·is his 16 
inheritance, it shall belong to his sons; it is their possession by inheritance. But if 
he give of his inheritance a gift to one of his servants, it shall be his to the year of 
liberty; then it shall return to the prince; but as for his inheritance, it shall he for 
his sons. !\1oreoYer the prince shall not take of the people's inheritance, to thrust 
them out of their possession; he shall give inheritance to his sons out of his own pos
session: that my people be not scattered e\•ery man from his possession. 

Then he brought me throuJ?;h the entry, which was at the side of the J?;ate, into the 19 
holy chambers for the priests, which looked toward the north: and behold, there was 
a place on the hinder part w~stward. And he said unto me, This is the place where 
the priests shall boil the guilt offering and the sin offering, where they shall bake the 
meal offering; that they bring them not forth into the outer court. to sanctify the 
people. Then he brought me forth into the outer court, and caused me to pass by 21 

thl' four comers of the court; and behold, in every comer of the court there was a 
court. ln the four comers of the court there were courts inclosed, forty cubits long 
and thirty broad: these four in the comers were of one measure. And there was a 
row of building round about in them, round about the fou.r, and it was made with 
boilinJ?; places under the rows round about. Then said he unto me, These are 24 
the boiling houses, where the ministers of the house shall boil the sacrifice of the 
people. 
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The Healing Waters 

47 And he brought me back unto the door of the house; and behold, waters issued out 
from under the threshold of the house eastward, for the forefront of the house was 
toward the cast: and the waters came down from under, from the right side of the 
house, on the south of the altar. Then brought he me out by the way of the gate 
northward, and led me round by the way without unto the outer gate, by the way 
of the gale that lookelh toward the east; and behold, there ran out waters on the 

3 right side. When the man went forth eastward with the line in his hand, he measured 
a thousand cubits, and he caused me to pass through the waters, waters that were to 
the ankles. Again he measured a thousand, and caused me to pass through the waters, 
waters that were Lo the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and caused me to pas~ 
through the wale rs, walns that w~rc to the loins. Afterward he measured a thousand; 
and it was a river that I could nol pass through: for the waters were risen, waters to 

6 swim in, a river that could not be passed through. And he said unto me, Son of man, 
hasl thou seen this? Then he bfought me, and caused me to return to the bank of the 
river. Now when l had returned, behold, upon the bank of the river were very many 
trees on the one sid'o and on the other. Then said he unto me, These waters issue 
forth toward the eastern region, and shall go down into the Arabah: and they shall 
go toward the sea; into the sea shall the waters go which were made to issue forth; 

9 and the waters shall be healed. And it shall come to pass, that every living creature 
which swarmeth, in every place whither the rivers come, shall live; and there shall be 
a very great multitude of fish: for these waters arc come thither, and the waters of 
the sea shall be healed, and everything shall live whithersocver the river cometh. And 
it shall come to pass, that fishers shall stand by it: from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim 
shall be a place for the spreading of nets; their _fish shall be after their kinds, as the 

11 fish of the great sea, exceeding many. But the miry places thereof, and the marishes 
thereof, '!;hall not be healed; they shall be given up to salt. And by the river upon 
the bank thereof. on this side and on that side, shall grow every tree for meat, whose 
leaf shall not wither, neither shall the fruit thereof fail: it shall bring forth new fruit 
every month, because the waters thereof issue out of the sanctuary: and the fruit 
thereof-shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for healing. 

The Borders of the Tribes 

13 Thus saith the Lord Gan: This shall be the border, whereby ye shall divide the 
land for inheritance according to the twelve tribes of Israel: Joseph shall have por
tions. And ye shall inherit it, one as well as another; concerning the which I lifted 
up mine hand to give it unto your fathers: and this land shall fall unto you for in-

15 heritance. And this shall be the border of the land: on the north side, from the great 
!.ea, by the way of Hcthlon, unto the entering in of Zedad; Hamath, Bcrothah, Sib
raim, which is between the border of Damascus and the border of Hamath; Hazcr
hatticon, which is by the border of Hauran. And the. border from the sea shall be 
Hazar-enon at the border of Damascus, and on the north northward is the border of 

18 Hamath. This is the north side. And the east side, between Hauran and Damascus 
and Gilead, and the land of Israel, shall be Jordan; from the north border unto the 
east _sea shall ye measure. This is the east side. And the south side southward shall 
be from Tamar as far as the waters of Meriboth-kadesh, to the brook of Egypt, unto 
the great sea. This is the south side southward. And the west side shall be t~e 
great sea, from the south border as far as over against the entering in of Hamath. This 

21 is the West side. So shall ye divide this land unto you according to the tribes of Israel. 
And it shall come to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for an inheritance unto you and 
to the strangers that sojourn among you, which shall beget children among you; and 
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they shall be unto you as the homebom among the children of Israel; they shall have 
inheritance with you among the tribes of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that in 
what tribe the stranger sojoumeth, there shall ye give him his inheritance, saith the 
Lord Gon. 

Now these are the names of the tribes: from the north end, beside the way of 48 
Hethlon to the entering in of Hamath, Hazar-enan at the border of Damasciis, north
ward beside Hamath; and they shall have their sides east and west; Dan, one por
tion. And bv the border of Dan, from the east side unto the west side; Asher, one 
portion. And by the border of Asher, from the cast side even unto the west side; 
Naphtali, one portion. And by the border of Naphtali, from the east side unto the 4 
west side; :Manasseh, one portion. And by the border of Manassl'h, from the east 
side unto the west side; Ephraim, one portion. And by the border of Ephraim, from 
the east side ewn wito the west side; Reuben, one portion. And by the border of 
Reuben, from the east side unto the west side; Judah, one portion. 

And by the bordl'r of Judah, from the cast side unto the Wl'St side, shall be the obla- s 
tion which ye shall oiler, five and twenty thousand reeds in breadth, and in length 
as one of the portions. from the east side unto the west side: and the sanctuary shall 
be in the midst of it. l he oblation that ye. shall offer unto the Lmrn shall be live and 
twenty thousand reeds in length, and ten thousand in breadth. And for these, 10 

e\'en for the priPsts, shall be the holy oblation; toward the north fi,·e and twenty 
thousand in length, and toward the west ten thousand in breadth, and toward the 
cast ten thousand in breadth, and tmrnrd the south li\·e and twenty thousand in length: 
and the sanctuary of the LoRo shall be in the midst thereof. It shall be for the priests 
that are sanctified of the sons of Zadok, which ha\'e kept my charge; which went not 
astray when the children of Israel went astray, as the Levites went astray. And it 12 

shall be unto them an oblation from .the oblation of the land, a thing most holy, by 
the border of the Le\'ites. And answerable unto the border of the priests, the Levites 
shall have five and twenty thousand in length, and ten thousand in br~aclth: all the 
length shall he fi\'e and twenty thousand, and the breadth ten thousand. And they 
shall not sell of it, neither exchange it, nor shall the firstfruits of the land be alienated: 
for it is holy unto the LORD. And the fiyc thousand that are ldt in the breadth, in 15 
front of the fi,·e and twenty thousand, shall be for common use, for the city, for dwell
ing and for suburbs: and the city shall be in the midst thereof. And these shall be 
the measures thereof; the north side four thousand and five hundred, and the south 
side four thousand and five hundred, and on the east side four thousand and five hun
dred, and the west side four thousand and five hundred. And the city shall have 17 
suburbs; toward the north two hundred and fifty, and toward the south two hundred 
and fifty, and toward the east two hundred and fifty, and toward the west two hundred 
and fifty. And the residue in the length, answerable unto the holy oblation, shall be 
ten thousand eastward, and ten thousand westward: and it shall be answerable unto 
the holy oblation; and the increase thereof shall be for food unto them that labour in 
the city. And they that labour in the city, out of all the tribes of Israel, shall till it. 19 
All the oblation shall be five and twenty thousand by five and twenty thousand: ye 
shall offer the holy oblation foursquare, with the possession of the city. And the 
residue shall be for the prince, on the one side and on the other of the holy oblation 
a_nd of the possession of the city, in front of the five and twenty thousand of the obla
tion toward the east border, and westward in front of the live and twenty thousand 
toward the west border, answerable unto the portions, it shall he for the prince: and 
the holy oblation and the sanctuary of the house shall be in the midst thereof. l\Iore- 22 

over from the possession of the Levites, and from the possession of the city, being in 
the midst of that which is the prince's, between the border of Judah and the border 
o[ Benjamin, shall be for the prince. 

And as for the rest of the tribes: from the cast side unto the west side; Benjamin, ~3 
663 



Ezekiel -.a Books of the Prophets 

q one portion. And by the border of Benjamin, from the east side unto the west side; 
Simeon, one portion. And by the border of Simeon, from the east side unto the west 
side; Jssachar, one portion. And by the border of Issacho.r, from the east side unto 
the west side; Zebulun, one portion. And by the border of Zebulun, from the east 

28 side unto the west side; Gad, one portion. And by the border of Gad, at the south 
side southward, the border shall be even from Tamar unto the waters of Meribath
kadesh, to the brook of Egypt, unto the grrat sea. This is the land which ye shall 
divide by Lit unto the tribes of Israel for inheritance, and these are their several por
tions, saith the Lord Goo. 

30 And these ar~ the goings out of the cily; on the north side four thousand and five 
hundred reeds by measure: and the gates of the city shall be after the names of the 
tribes of Israel; three p;ates norlhward; the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, 
one; the gate of Levi, one: and at the east side four thousand and five hundred 
reeds; and three gates: even the gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, one; the 

:n gate of Dan, one: and at the south side four Lhousand and five hundred reeds by 
measure; and three gates: the gate of Simeon, one; Lhe gate of Issachar, one; the 
gale of Zebulun, one: at the west side four thousand and five hundred reeds, with 
thrir three gates: the gate of Gad, one; th.e gate of Asher, one; the gate of Naphtali, 
one. It shall be eighteen thousand reeds round about. And the name of the cily 
from that day shall be, The LORD is there. 



THE BOOK OF DANIEL 

Daniel and tbe King's Meat 

The Dream of tbe Image and the Stone 

Tbe Story of Shadracb, Meshacb, and Abed-nego 

Tbe Dream of !be Tree that was cut down 
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THE REVELATION OF DANIEL 

Daniel and the King's Meat 
Ix the Lhir<l year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar l 

king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besiege<l it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim 
king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God; and he 
carried them into the land of Shinar to the house of his god: and he brought the 
Ycssels into the treasure house of his god. And the king spake unlo Ashpenaz the 3 
master of his eunuchs, that he should bring in certain of the children of Israel, evrn 
of the seed royal anrl of the nobles; youths in whom was no blemish, but well favourer!, 
anrl skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanrling science, and 
such as had ability to stand in the king's palace; anrl that he should teach them the 
learning anrl the tongue of the Chaldeans. And the king appointerl for them a daily 5 
portion of the king's meat, and of the \vine which he drank, and that they should he 
nourished three years; that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. 
:\'ow among these were, of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah. Anrl the prince of the eunuchs gave names unto them: unto Daniel he gll\'e 
the name of Bclteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishacl, of l\kshach; 
and lo Azariah, of AbPd-nego. But Danid purposcrl in his heart Lhat he would not 8 
derile himself with the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he 
requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might nut rlrlilc himsC'!f. Now Go<l 
made Daniel to linrl favour and compassion in the sight of the prince of thr eunuchs. 
And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lor<l the king, who hath 
appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking 
than the youths which are of your own age? so should ye endanger my head with the 
kin!(. Then said Daniel to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs hac! ap- II 

pointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: Prove thy servants, I beseech 
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13 thee, ten days; and let them ~ve us pulse to eat, and water lo drink. Then let our 
countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat 
of lhc king's meat; and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. So he hearkened unto 
them in ~his matter, and proved them ten days. And at the end of ten days their 
countenances appearer! fairer, and they were fatter in flesh, than all the youths which 
did eat of the king's meat. So the steward took away their meat, and the wine that 
they should rlrin k, and gave them pulse. 

17 Now as for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning 
and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. And at the 
end of the days which the king had appointed for bringing them in, the prince of the 
eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the king communed with 
them ; anrl among them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

20 Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. And in every matter of wisdom and 
understanding, concerning which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times 
helter than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all his realm. And Daniel 
continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus. 

The Dream of the Image and the Stone 
2 And in the second year of lhe reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed 

dreams; and his spirit was troubled, and hi; sleep brake from him. Then the king 
commanded to call the magicians, and the enchanters, and the sorcerers, and the 
Chaldeans, for to tell the king bis dreams. So they came in and stood before the king. 
And the king said unlo them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit is troubled to 

4 know the dream. Then spake the Chaldeans to the king (in the Syrian* language), 
0 king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, ancl"we will shew the interpretation. 
The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye make 
not known unto me the dream and the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, 
and your houses shall be made a dunghill. But if ye shew the dream and the inter
pretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore 

7 shew me the dream and the interpretation thereof. They answered the second time 
and said, Let the king tell his serrnnts the dream, :i.ncl we will shew the interpretation. 
The king answered and said, I know of a certainty that ye would gain time, because 
ye sec the thing is gone from me. But if ye make not known unto me the dream, 
there is but one law for you: for ye have preparer! lying and corrupt words to speak 
before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that 

10 ye can shew me the interpretation thereof. The Chaldeans answered before the king, 
and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter: foras
much as no king, lord, nor ruler, hath asked such a thing of any magician, or en
chanter, or Chaldean. Anrl it is a rare thing that the king requireth, anrl there is none 
other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with 
flesh. For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to 

13 destroy all the wise men of Babylon. So the decree went forth, and the wise men were 
lo be slain; rnd they sought Daniel and his companions to be slain. Then Daniel 
returned answer with counsel and prudence to Arioch the captain of the king's guard, 
which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon; he answered and said to A~och 
the king's captain, Wherefore is the decree so urgent from the king? Then Anoch 
made the thing known to Daniel. And D~,niel went in, and desired of the king that 
he would appoint him a time, and he would shew the king the interpretation. 

17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, 

*[From this point to the point marked on page 67 5 the language of the book is Aramaic in
stead of Hebrew. - EDITOR.) 
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and Azariah, his companions: that they would desire mercies of the God of heaven 
concerning this secret; that Daniel and his companions should not perish with the 
rest of the wise men of Babylon. Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a 19 
vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Daniel answered and 
said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might are his: 
and he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: 
he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding: 
he revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth what is in the darkness, and the 
light dwelleth with him. I thank thee, and praise thee, 0 thou God of my fathers, 23 
who hast gfrcn me wisdom and might, and hast now made known unto me what we 
desired of thee: for thou hast made known unto us the king's matter. Therefore 
Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of 
Babylon: he went and said thus unto him; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: 
bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation. 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto him, 25 
I ha,·e found a man of the children of the captivity of Judah, that will make known 
unto the king the interpretation. The king answered and said to Daniel (whose 
name was Beltcshazzar), Art thou able to make known unto me the dream which I 
have seen, and the interpretation thereof? Daniel answered before the king, and 27 

said, The secret which the king hath demanded can neither wise men, enchanters, 
magicians, nor soothsayers, shew unto the king; but there is a God in heaven that 
revealeth secrets, and he hath made known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be 
in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these: 
as for thee, 0 king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should 29 

come to pass hereafter: and he that r_evealeth secrets hath made known to thee what 
shall come to pass. But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom 
that I have more than any living, but to the intent that the interpretation may be 
made known to the king, and that thou mayest know the thoughts of thy heart. 

Thou, 0 king, sawest, and behold a great image. This image, which was mighty, 31 
and whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the aspect thereof was 
terrible. As for this image, his head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of 
silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron, and part 
of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them in pieces. Then was 35 
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken in pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, 
!'hat no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. 36 
Thou, 0 king, art king of kings, unto whom the God of heaven hath given the king
dom, the power, and the strength, and the glory; and wheresoever the children of 
men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine 
haicd, and hath made thee to rule over them all: thou art the head of gold. And after 
the~ shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee; and another third kingdom of brass, 
whJCb shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as 40 
iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and suhdueth all things: and as iron that 
crusheth all these, shall it break in pieces and crush. And whereas thou sawest the 
feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom; 
but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron 
mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, 42 
so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest 
the iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men; 
but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron doth not mingle with clay. 
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H And in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed, nor shall the sovereignly thereof be left to another people; but 
it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
Forasmuch as thou sawest that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands 
and that it brake in pieces Lhe iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; th~ 
great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the 
dream is certain, and the interpretalion thereof sure. 

46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and 
commanded that Lhey should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. The 
king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth your God is the God of gods, and the 
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou hast been able to reveal this secret. 
Then the king made Daniel great, and gave him many great gifts, and made him to 
rule over the whole province of Babylon, and lo be chief governor over all the wise 

49 men of Babylon. And Daniel requested of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel 
was in the gate of the king. 

The Story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 
3 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore 

cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the 
satraps, the deputies, and the governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, 
the sheriffs, 8.nd all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of Lhe image 

3 which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. Then the satraps, the deputies, and the 
governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers 
of the provinces, were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that '\'"Pbu
chadne?.Zar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchad
nezzar had set up. Then the herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, 0 peoples, 

s nations, and languages, that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sack hut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king bath set up: and whoso falleth not down and 
worshippelh shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 

7 Therefore at that time, when all the peoples beard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and :ill kinds of music, all tbe peoples, the nations, and the lan
guages, fell dnwn and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
had set up. • 

8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and brought accusation 
against the Jews. They answered and said to Nebuchadnezzar the king: 0 king, 
live for ever. Thou, 0 king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of 
music, shall fall down and worship the golden image: and whoso fallelh not down 

12 and worshippeth, shall he cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are 
certain Jews whom thou hast appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-ncgo; these men, 0 king, have not regarded thee: 
they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou bast set up. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, J\Ieshach, and 
Abed-nego. Then they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar an
swered and said unto them, Is it of purpose, 0 Shadracb, Meshacb, and Abed-nego, 

15 that ye serve not my god, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? N• w 
if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sack but, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the imaJ?e 
which I have made, well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into 
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the mid>t of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that god that shall delh·er you out 
of m\' hands? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said lo the king, r6 
O Nebuchadnezzar, we ha Ye no need to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our 
(;od whom we serve is able to deliwr us from the burning fiery furnace; and he 
will deli\"er us out of thine hand, 0 king. But if not, be it known unlo thee, 0 king, 
that w~ will not s~rve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 
Then \\"as Kebuchadnczzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was cl1angt·d again:<t 19 
Shadrarh, :\frshach, and Abcd-nego: therefor~ he spake, and commanck·d that Lhcy 
>ho:Ild heat the furnace SC'\·en times more than it was wont to be heated. And he 
cClmmanded r·~rtain mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, llkshach, 
and Abcd-ncgo, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Th1.·n these men 
were bound in their hosen, their tunics, and th<·ir mantles, and their other garn1cnts, 
and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore because the 22 

king's commandment was urgrnt, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the tire 
sic,,: those men that took up Shadrach, lllcshach, and Abcd-ncgo. And these three 
men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down boun<l into the mi<lst of the burn
ing fiery furnace. 

Then !'liebuchadnezzar the king was astonic<l, and rose up in haste: he spake 24 

and said unto his counsellors, Did nut we cast three mC'n bound into thr. midst of the 
tire> They answered and said untri the king, TruP, 0 king. Ile answered and said, 
Lo, Iser four men loosr, walkin'.,; in the midst of the fire, and the)' haw no hurt; and 
th~ aspect of the fourth is like a son of the gods. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near 26 
to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace: he spake and said, Shadrach, ~Icshach, 
and Abcd-nego, ye servants of the l\Iost High God, come forth, and come hithr:r. 
Then Shadrach, :'.\leshach, and Abed-ncgo, came forth out of the mi<bt of the liff. 
And the satraps, the deputies, and the governors, and the king's counsellors, being 27 
gathered together, saw these men, that the fire had no power upon their bodies, nor 
was the hair of thrir head singed, neither were their hosen changed, nor had thr smell 
of fire passed on them. Nebuchadnezzar spake an<l said: Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, l\Icshach, and Abcd-nego, who hath sent his angel, and cLlivereJ his ser
vants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and have yielded their 
bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. There- 29 
fore I make a decrer, that every people, nation, and language, which speak any thing 
amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Ab!'d-nego, shall be cut in pieces, 
and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other go<l that is able 
to <leli\·er after this sort. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed
nego, in the province of Babylon. 

The Dream of the Tree that was cut down 
'Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all th? peoples, nations, and languages, that 4 

dwell in all the earth: ~ace be multiplied unto you. It hath seemed good unto me 
to shew the signs and wonders that the Most High God hath wrought toward me. 
How gn·at ar·~ his sih'llS ! and how might)' arc his wonclC"rs ! his kingdom is an ever
lasting ki;1gdom, and his dominion is from g~ncration to generation. 

'I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace, I saw 4 
a <i~cam which made me afrairl; and the thoughts upon my bed and the visions of 
my head troubled me. Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of 
Babylon before me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the 
dream. Then came in the magicians, the enchanters, the Chaldcans, anrl the sooth
sayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unlo me the 
interpretation thereof. But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was 8 
Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy 
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gods: and I told the dream before him, saying, 0 Belteshazzar, master of the magi
cians, because I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth 
thee, tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof. 

10 'Thus were the visions of my head upon my bed: I saw, and behold a tree in the 
midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. The tree grew, and was strong, 
and the height thereof reached unto heaven, and the_ sight thereof to the end of all 
the earth. The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was 
meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven 
dwelt in the branches thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. I saw in the visions of my 
head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven. 

14 He cried aloud, and said thus: "Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake 
off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls 
from his branches. Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with 
a ba::id of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the 
dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: let 
his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let 

'7 seven times pass over him. The sentence is by the decree of the watchers, and the 
demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the 
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and 
setteth up over it the lowest of men." This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen: 
and thou, 0 Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation, forasmuch as all the wise men 
of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation; but thou art 
able, for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee. 

19 'Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for a while, and his 
thoughts troubled him. The king answered and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, 
or the interpretation, trouble thee. Beltcshazzar answered and said, My lord, the 
dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine adversaries. 

20 The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the 
heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; whose leaves were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, 
and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: it is thou, 0 
king, that art grown anp become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth 

23 unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. And whereas the king saw 
a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew down the 
tree, and destroy it; nevertheless leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, 
even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet 
with the dew of hea,·en, and let Lis portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven 

24 times pass over him; this is the interpretation, 0 king, and it is the decree of the Most 
High, which is come upon my lord the king: that thou shalt be driven from men, and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and thou shalt be made to eat grass 
as oxen, and shalt be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over 
thee; till thou know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 

26 it to whomsoever he will. And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree 
roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have kn:iwn that the 
heavens do rule. \Vherefore, 0 king, let my counsel be acq!ptable unt:i thee, and 
break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; 
if there may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. 

28 'All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. At the end of twelve months he 
was walking in the royal palace of Babylon. The king spake ana said, Is not this 
great Babylon, which I have built for the royal dwelling place, by the might of my 
power and for the glory of my majesty? While the word was in the king's mouth, 
there fell a voice from heaven, saying: "0 king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken: 

32 the kingdom is departed from thee. And thou shalt be driven from men, and thy 
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dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field; thou shalt he made to eat grass as oxen, 
and seven times shall pass over thee; until thou know that the Most High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will." The same hour was 33 
the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was dril'cn from men, and did cal 
gras,; as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hair was grown 
like eagles' feather:;, and his nails like birds' claws. Anci at the end of the days I 
N<'buchadnczzar lifled up mine eyes unto hcawn, and mine understanding returned 
unto me, and I blessed the Most High, and I praised and honoured him that Ji,·eth 
for ever; for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom from genera
tion to generation: and all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and 35 
he doeth according to his will in the am1y of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? At the same 
time mine understanding returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, my 
majesty and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors and my lords sought untc 
me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent greatness was added unto me. 

'Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven; for 37 
all his works are truth, and his ways judgement: and those that walk in ptide he is 
able lo abase.' 

The Story of Belshazzar's Feast 
Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine 5 

before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded lo bring 
the golden and sih·er vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the 
temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king and his lords, his wives and his con
cubines, might drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken 
out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king and 
his lords, his wives and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and 4 
praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brnss, of iron, of wood, and of stone. In 
the same hour came forth the fingers of a man's hand, and wrote o\·er against the 
candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the 
nart of the hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance was changed in him, and 
his thou!(hts troubled him; and the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote 
one against another. The king cried aloud to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, 7 
and the soothsayers. The king spake and said to t11e wise men of Babylon, Whosoever 
shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clolhed with 
purple, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall rule as one of three in the 
kingdom. Then came in all the king's wise men: hut they could not read the writing, 
nor make known to the king the interpretation. Then was king Belshazzar greatly 
troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were perplexed. 

Now the queen by reason of the words of the king and his lords came into the ban- 10 

quet house: the queen spake and said: 0 king, live for ever; let not thy thoughts 
trouble thee, nor !cl thy countenance be changed: there is a man in thy kingdom, in 
whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understand
ing and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him: and the king Nebu
chadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made him master of the magicians, 
enchanters, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and know- 12 

le_dge, ~nd understanding, interpreting of dreams, and shewing of dark sentences, and 
d1ssolvmg of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named l:lel
teshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interprelation. 

'l_'hen was Daniel brought in before the king. The king spake and said unto 13 
Dame!, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of Judah, 
whom the king my father brought out of Judah? I have heard of thee, that the spirit 
of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found 
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15 in thee. And now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in before me, 
that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the interpretation thereof: 
but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing. But I have heard of thee, 
that thou canst give interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the 
writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with 
purple, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt rule as one of three in the 

17 kingdom. Then Daniel answered and said before the king: Let thy gifts be to thy· 
self, and give thy rewards to another; nevertheless I will read the writing unto the 
king, and make known to him the interpretation. 0 thou king, the Most High God 
gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father the kingdom, and greatness, and glory, and majesty: 
and because of the greatness that he gave him, all the peoples, nations, and languages 
trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew, and whom he would he 

20 kept alive; and whom he would he raised up, and whom he would he put down. Ilut 
when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened that he dealt proudly, he was 
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: and he was driven 
from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was 
with the wild asses; he was fed with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven: until he knew that the Most High God ruleth in the kingdom of men, 

2 2 and that he setteth up over it whomsoever he will. And thou his son, 0 Ilelshazzar, 
hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this; but hast lifted up thyself 
against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, 
and thou and thy lords, thy wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; 
and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, 
which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and 

2 4 whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: then was the part of the hand sent 
from before him, and this writing was inscribed. And this is the writing that was 
inscribed *: 

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: 

~'.iSN'.iS 
God hath NUMBERED thy kingdom: 
And brought it to an end! 

lrr'.iSJlt'.iS'.!L 
Thou art WEIGHED in the balances: 
And art found wanting! 

l)'il'Eht'.iS.S 
Thy kingdom is DIVIDED: 
And given to the Medes and Persians 1 

29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with purple, and put "' 
chain of gold about his neck, and made proclamation concerning him, that he should 

* [Daniel reads down, up, down: instead of across. -- EDITOR.) 
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rule as one of three in the kingdom. In that night Belshazzar the Chaldean king 3o 
was slain. And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about threescore 
and two years old. 

The Story of Daniel in the Den of Lions 
It plea;o;ed Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty satraps, which 6 

should be throughout the whole kingdom; and oYer them three presidents, of whom 
Daniel was one; that these satraps might give account unto them, and that the king 
should haYe no damage. Then this Daniel was distinguished abo,·c the presidents 
and the satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set 
him oYer the whole realm. 

Then the presidents and the satraps sought to find occasion against Daniel as 4 
touching the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault: forasmuch as 
he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him. Then said these 
men, \\"c shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it agai11't him 
concerning the law of his God. Then these presidents and satraps asscm Lied tog.ether 
to the king, and said thus unto him: King Dali us, live for e,·cr. All the prc;;idents 7 
of the kingdom, the deputies and the satraps, the counsellors and the· gowrnors, ha\·e 
consulted to,gl'ther to establish a royal statutP, anrl to make a strong interdict, that 
whosoeYcr shall ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, save of th~e, 0 king, 
he shall be cast into the den of lions. N"ow, 0 king, establish the interdict, and 
siwi the writing, that it be not changed, according to the la11· of the ~Irclcs and Per
sians, which altneth not. Whntfore king Darius sign('d the writing and the interdict. 9 

And when Daniel knrw that the writing was siwiecl, he went into his house; (now 
his windows were open in his chamber toward Jerusalem;) and he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforc
time. Then th~se men assembled together, and found Daniel making petition and 
supplication before his Goel. Then they came near, and spake hdorc the king con- 12 

cerning the king's interdict: Hast thou not signed an interdict, that every man that 
shall make petition unto any god or man within thirty days, sa,·e unto thee, 0 king, 
shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, 
according to the law of the Medcs and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered 
they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the capth-ity 
of Judah, regardeth not thee, 0 king, nor the interdict that thou hast signed, but 
makcth his petition three times a clay. Then the king, when he heard these words, 14 
was sore clisplea>wd, and set his heart on Daniel to drliver him: and he laboured till 
the izoing down of the sun to rescue him. Then these men assembled together unto 
the kiniz, and said unto the king, Know, 0 king, that it is a law of the Mecles and 
Persians, that no interdict nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed. 
1:hen the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. 16 
~ow the kinp; spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou serves! continually, 
he will deliver thee. And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; 
and the king sealed it with his own siwiet, and with the signet of his lords; that noth
ing might be changed concerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting; neither wnc in- 18 
struments of music brought before him; and his slef'p fled from him. Then the king 
arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the elm of lions. And when 
he came near unto the den to Daniel, he cried with a lamentabl'c ,·oicc: the king 
spake and said to Daniel, 0 Daniel, servant of the living Goel, is thy Goel, whom 
thou serves! continually, able to deliver thee from t!iP lions? Then said Daniel unto 21 

the king, 0 king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angrl, and hath shut the lions' 
?1ouths, and they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found 
m me; and also before thee, 0 king, l'lave I done no hurt. Then was the king ex-
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ceeding glad, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of lhc den. So 
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, 

24 because he hacl trusted in his God. And the king commanded, and they brought 
those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, 
their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all 
their bones in pieces, or ever they came at the bottom of the den. 

Then king Darim; wrote unto all the peoples, nations, and languages, that dwell 
26 in all the earth: Peace be multiplied unto you. I make a decree, that in all the dominion 

of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, 
and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his domin
ion shall be even unto the end: he delivcreth and rcsweth, and he worketh signs and 
wonders in heaven and in earth; who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 

28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. 

THE REVELATION OF DANIEL 

The Vision of the Four Beasts 

7 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions 
of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream and told the sum of the matters. 
Daniel spake and said: I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of 
the heaven brake forth upon the great sea. And four great beasts came up from the 
sea, diverse one from another. The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I 
beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and 

5 made to stand upon two feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. And behold 
another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it was raised up on one side, and three ribs 
were in his mouth between his teeth; and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much 
flesh. After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back 
of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to 

7 it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, terrible and power
ful, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in 
pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet: and it was diverse from all the beasts 
that were before it; and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and, behold, there 
came up among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns 
were plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyPs like the eyes of a 

9 man, and a mouth speaking great things. I beheld till thrones were placed, and one 
that was ancient of days did sit: his raiment was white as snow, and the hair of his 
head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and the wheels thereof burning fire. 
A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered 
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgPmPnt 

11 was set, and the books were opened. I beheld at that time because of the voice of 
the great words which the horn spake; I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his 
body destroyed, and he was given to be burned with fire. And as for the rest of the 
beasts, their dominion was taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a s~ason 
and a time. I saw in the night visions, and, behold, there came with the clouds of 
heaven one like unto a son of man, and he came even to the ancient of days, and they 

14 brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and languages should serve him: his domin
ion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed. 

15 As for me Daniel, my spirit was grieved in the midst of my body, and the visions 
of my head troubled me. I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him 
the truth concerning all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of 
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the things. These ~eat beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out 
of the earth. But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess 
the ldngdom for ever, even for ever and ever. Then I desired to know the truth con- 1g 
cerning the fourth beast, which was diverse from all of them, exceeding terrible, 
whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with his feet: and concerning the ten horns that were on his head, 
and the other horn which came up, and before which three fell; even that horn that 
had eyes, and a mouth that spake great things, whose look was more stout than his 
fellows. I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against 21 

them; until the ancient of days came, and judgement was given to the saints of the 
l\Icst High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. Thus he 
said, The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse 
from all the kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and 
break it in pieces. And as for the ten horns, out of this kingdom shall ten kings arise: 24 
and another shall arise after them; and he shall be diverse from the former, and he 
shall put down three 'kings. And he shall speak words against the Most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the l\Iost High: and he shall think to change the times and 
the law; and they shall be giYen into his hand until a time and times and half a time. 
But the judgement shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and 26 
to destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and the dominion, and the greatness 
of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of 
the l\Iost High: his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey him. Here is the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my thoughts much 28 
troubled me, and my countenance was changed in me: but I kept the matter in my 
heart. 

The Vision of the Ram and the He-goat* 

In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even 8 
unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first. And I saw in the 
Yision - now it was so, that when I saw, I was in Shushan the palace, which is in the 
proYince of Elam - and I saw in the vision, and I was by the river Ulai. Then I 
lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which 
had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, 
and the higher came up last. I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and 4 
southward; and no beasts could stand before him, neither was there any that could 
deliYcr out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and magnified himself. 
And as I was considering, behold, an he-goat came from the west over the face of the 
whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between 
his eyes. And he came to the ram that had the two horns, which I saw standing be- 6 
fore the river, and ran upon him in the fury of his power. And I saw him come 
close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, 
and brake his two horns; and there was no power in the ram to stand before him: 
but he cast him down to the ground, and trampled upon him; and there was none 
that could deliYer the ram out of his hand. And the he-goat magnified himself ex- B 
ceedingly: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and instead of it 
there came up four notable horns toward the four winds of heaven. And out of one 
of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and 
toward the cast, and toward the glorious land. And it waxed great, even to the host 
of heaven; and some of the host and of the stars it cast down to the ground, and 
!rampled upon them. Yea, it magnified itself, even to the prince of the host; and u 
1t took away from him the continual burnt offering, and the place of his sanctuary was 
cast down. And the host was given over to it together with the continual burnt offering 

• [From this point to the end Hebrew is resumed in the original. - EDlTOll..] 
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through transgression; and it cast down truth to the ground, and it did its pleasure 
13 and prospered. Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one saicl unto 

that certain one which spake: How long shall be the vision concerning the continual 
burnt offering, and the transgression that maketh desolate, to give both the sanctuary 
and the host to be trodden under foot? And he said unto me: Unto two thousand 
and three hundred evenings and mornings; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. 

15 And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, that I sought to 
understand it; and, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man. And 
I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, 
make this man to understand the vision. So he came near where I stood; and when 
he came, I was affrighted, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, 

18 0 son of man; for the vision belongeth to the time of the end. Now as he was speak
ing with me, I fell into a deep sleep with my face toward the ground: but he touched 
me, and set me upright. And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be 
in the latter time of the indignation: for it belongeth to the appointed time of the end. 
The ram which thou sawest that had the two horns, they are the kings of 1\Icdia and 

21 Persia. And the rough he-goat is the king of Greece: and the great horn that is 
between his eyes is the first king. And as for that which was broken, in the place 
whereof four stood up, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not with 
his power. And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come 
to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall 

24 stand up. And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power; and he shall 
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper and <lo his pleasure: and he shall destroy 
the mighty ones and the holy people. And through his policy he shall cause craft 
to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and in their security 
shall he destroy many: he shall also stand up against the prince of princes; but he 

26 shall be broken without hand. And the vision of the evenings and mornings which 
hath been told is true: but shut thou up the vision; for it belongeth to many days 
to come. And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; then I rose up, and did 
the king's business: and I was astonished at the vision, but there was none to make 
it understood. 

Vision of the Time of Restoration 
9 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the l\fedes, which 

was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; in the first year of his reign I Daniel 
understood by the books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD 
came to Jeremiah the prophet, for the accomplishing of the desolations of Jerusalem, 
even seventy years. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 

4 supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes. And I prayed unto the LORD 
my God, and made confession, and said: 

'O Lord, the great and dreadful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with 
them that love him and keep his commandments; we have sinned, and have dealt 
perversely, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even turning aside from thy 
precepts and from thy judgements: neither have we hearkened unto thy servants 
the prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, 

7 and to all the people of the land. 0 Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but 
unto us confusion of face, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the 
countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have 
trespassed against thee. 0 Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to 

9 our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. To the Lord 
our God belong mercies and forgivenesses; for we have rebelled against him; neither 
have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws, which he set 
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before us by his servants the prophets. Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, u 
even turning aside, that they should not obey thy voice: therefore hath the curse 
been poured out upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant 
of God; fur we have sinned against him. And he hath confirmed his words, which he 
spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great 
evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusa
lem. ;\sit is written in the law of :VIoses, all this evil is come upon us: yet have we 13 
not in treated the farnur of the LORD our God, that we should turn from our iniquities, 
~nd have discernment in thy truth. Therefore hath the LoRD watched o\·er the evil, 
and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he 
d•>eth, and we have not obeyed his voice. And now, 0 Lord our God, that hast 
hrcn1ght thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and ha~t gotten 
thee reno1rn, as at this day; we have sinned, we have done wickedly. 0 Lord, ac- 16 
cording lo all thy righteousness, let thine anger and thy fury, I pray thee, be turned 
away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for our sins, and for the 
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that 
arc round about us. Now therefore, 0 our God, hearken unto the prayer of thy 
sen-ant, and to his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary 
that is de.,olate, for the Lord's sake. 0 my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open 18 
thine eyes, and lwhold our desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for 
we do not present our supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy 
great mercies. 0 Lord, hear; 0 Lord, forgive; 0 Lord, hearken and do; defer not; 
for thine own sake, 0 my God, because thy city and thy people are called by thy name.' 

And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of 20 

my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the 
holy mountain oi my God; yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched 
me about the time of the evening oblation. And he instructed me, and talked with 
me, and said, 0 Daniel, I am now rome forth to make thee skiHul of understanding. 
:\t the bc;.,<inning of thy supplications the commandment went forth, and I am come 23 
lo tell thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore ronsider the matter, and under
stand the vi,;ion. Se1·enty weeks are decreed upon thy people and upon thy holy 
city, to finish transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up vision and 
prophecy, and lo anoint the most holy. Know therefore and discern, that from the 25 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the anointed 
one, the prince, shall be seven weeks: and thrcesrore and two weeks, it shall be built 
again, with street and moat, even in troublous times. And after the threescore and 
two weeks shall the anointed one be cut olT, and shall have nothing: and the people 
of th~ prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and his end shall 
be with a flood, and even unto the end shall be war; desolations are determined. And 27 
he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week: and for the half of the week 
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; and upon the wing of abomina
tions shall C?me one that maketh desolate; and even unto the consummation, and 
that determmcd, shall wrath be poured out upon the desolator. 

Vision of the Time of the End 

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose 10 
name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, even a great warfare: and he 
understood. the thing, and had understanding of the vision. In those days I Daniel 
~as mourn mg three whole weeks. I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine 
m my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 
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4 And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great 
river, which is Hiddekel, I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a man clothed in 
linen, whose loins were girded with pure gold of Uphaz: his body also was like the 
beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and 
his arms and his feet like in colour to burnished brass, and the voice of his words like 

7 the voice of a multitude. And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were 
with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, and they fled to hide 
themselves. So I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no 
strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained 
no strength. Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his 
words, then was I fallen into a deep sleep on my face, with my face toward the ground. 

ro And, behold, a hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms 
of my hands. And he said unto me, 0 Daniel, thou man greatly beloved, understand 
the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright; for unto thee am I now sent: 
and when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. Then said he unto 
me, Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to under
stand, and to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were heard: and I am come 

13 for thy words' sake. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and 
twenty days; but, b, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me: and I re
mained there with the kings of Persia. Now I am come to make thee understand 
what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for the vision is yet for many days. 
And when he had spoken unto me according to these words, I set my face toward 

16 the ground, and was dumb. And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men 
touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, and spake and said unto him that stood 
before me, 0 my lord, by reason of the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and 
I retain no strength. For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord> 
for as for me, straightway there remained no strength in me, neither was there breath 
left in me. Then there touched me again one like the appearance of a man, and he 

19 strengthened me. And he said, 0 man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, 
be strong, yea, be strong. And when he spake unto me, I was strengthened, and said, 
Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me. Then· said he, Knowest thou 
wherefore I am come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of 
Persia: and when I go forth, lo, the prince of Greece shall come. But I will tell thee 
that which is inscribed in the writing of truth: and there is none that holdeth with 

11 me against these, but Michael your prince. And as for me, in the fir~t year of Darius 
the Mede, I stood up to confirm and strengthen him. 

And now will I shew thee the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings 
in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and when he is waxed 
strong through his riches, he shall stir up all against the realm of Greece. And a 
mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with great dominion, and do according to 

4 his will. And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be 
divided toward the four winds of heaven; but not to his posterity, nor according to 
his dominion wherewith he ruled; for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for 
others beside these. And the king of the south shall be strong, and one of his 
princes; and he shall be strong above him, and have dominion; his dominion 

6 shall be a great dominion. And at the end of years they shall join themselves 
together; and the daughter of the king of the south shall come to the king of the 
north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the strength of her arm; 
neither shall he stand, nor his arm; but she shall be given up, and they that 
brought her, and he that begat her, and he that strengthened her in those times. 

7 But out of a shoot from her roots shall one stand up in his place, which shall come 
unto the army, and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall 
deal against them, and shall prevail: and also their gods, with their molten images, 
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and with their goodly vessels of silYer and of gold, shall he carry captive into Egypt; 
and he shall refr:iin some years from the king of the north. And he shall come into 
the realm of the king of the south, but he shall return into his own land. And his 10 

oons shall war, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces, which shall come on, 
and on~rflow, and pass through: and they shall return and war, even to his fortress. 
And the king of the south shall be moved with choler, and shall come forth and fight 
,,·ith him, n·en "·ith the king of the north: and he shall set forth a great multitude, 
and the multitude shall be given into his hand. And the multitude shall be lifted 12 

Uh and his heart shall be exalted: and he shall cast down tens of thousands, 
but he shall not prcrnil. And the king of the north shall return, and shall set 
forth a multitude greater than the former; and he shall come on at the end of 
the times, e\·en of years, with a great army and with much substance. And in 
tho;;e times there shall many stand up against the king of the south: also the 
children of the violent among thy people shall lift themselves up to establish the 
vi>ion; but they shall fall. So the king of the north shall come, and cast up 15 
a mount, and take a well fenced city: and the am1s of the south shall not with
stand, neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to withstand. 
llut he that cometh against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall 
stand before him: and he shall stand in the glorious land, and in his hand shall be des
truction. And he shall set his ;ace to come with the strength of his whole kingdom, 17 
and upright ones with him; and he shall do his pleasure: and he shall give him the 
daughter of women, to corrupt her; but she shall not stand, neither be for him. After 
this shall he tum his face unto the isles, and shall take many: but a prince shall 
cause the reproach offered by him to cease; yea, moreover, he shall cause his reproach 
to tum upon him. Then he shall turn his face toward the fortresses of his own land: 19 
hut he shall stumble and fall, and shall not be found. Then shall stand up in his 
place nne that shall cause an exactor to pass through the glory of the kingdom: hut 
within few days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle. And in his 
place shall stand up a contemptible person, to whom they had not given the honour 
of the kingdom: hut he shall come in time of security, and shall obtain the kingdom 
by flatteries. And with the arms of a flood shall they be swept away from before him, 22 

and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the cownant. And after the league 
made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become 
<tron,g, with a small people. In time of security shall he come even upon the fattest 
places of the province; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor his 
fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them prey, and spoil, and substance: yea, 
he shall dc\·ise his devices af(ainst the strong holds, even for a time. And he shall 25 
stir up hL.; power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; 
and the kinf( of the south shall war in battle with an exceeding great and mighty 
am1y: hut he shall not stand, for they shall devise de\•iccs against him. Yea, they 
that cat of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow; and many shall 
fall down slain. And as for both these kings, their hearts shall be to do mischief, ""I 
and they shall speak lies at one table: hut it shall not prosper; for yet the end shall 
he at the time appointed. Then shall he return into his land with great substance; 
and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he shall do his pleasure, and re
turn to his own land. At the time appointed he shall return, and come into the south; 
but it shall not be in the latter time as it was in the former. For ships of Kittim shall 30 
come against him; therefore he shall be grieved, and shall return, and have indigna
tion against the holy covenant, and shall do his pleasure: he shall even return, and 
have regard unto them that forsake the holy cm·enant. And arms shall stand on his 
part, and they shall profane the sanctuary, even the fortress, and shall take away the 
continual burnt offerinf(, and they shall set up the abomination that maketh desolate. 
And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he pervert by flatteries: but the 32 
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33 people that know their God shall be strong, and do exploits. And they that be wise 
among the people shall instruct many: yet 'they shall fall by the sword and by flame, 
by captivity and by spoil, many days.· Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen 
with a little help: but many shall join themselves unto them with flatteries. And 
some of them that be wise shall fall, to refine them, and to purify, and to make them 

36 white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for the time appointed. And the 
king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself 
above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods: and he 
shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished; for that which is determined sha!' 
be done. Neither shall he regard the gods of his fathers, nor the desire of women, 

38 nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. But in his place shall 
he honour the god of fortresses: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour 
with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant thin11:s. And he shall deal 
with the strongest fortresses by the help of a strange god; whosoever acknowledgeth 
him he will increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, anrl shall 

40 divide the land for a price. And at the time of the end shall the king of the south 
contend with him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, 
with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the 
countries, and shall 'overflow and pass through. He shall enter also into the glorious 
land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall be delivered out of 

42 his hand, Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. He shall 
stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 
But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious 
things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. But 
tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: and he shall go forth 
with great fury to destroy and utterly to make away many. And he shall plant the 
tents of his palace between the sea and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall com<" 

12 to his end, and none shall help him. And at that time shall IV!ichael stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and a L 

that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the Look. 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlastinf! 

3 life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever. But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, e1·en 
to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

s Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two, the one on the brink 
of the river on this side, and the other on the brink of the river on that side. And one 
said lo the man clothed in linen, which was above the waters of the river, How long 
shall it be to the end of these wonders? And I heard the man clothed in linen, which 
was above the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his _left hand 
unto heaven, and swarc by him that liveth for ever that iL shall be for a time, Innes, and 
an half; and when they have made an end of breaking in pieces the power of the holy 

8 people, all these things shall be finished. And I heard, but I understood not: then 
said I, 0 my lord, what shall be the issue of these things? And he said, Go thy way, 
Daniel: for the words are shut up and sealed till the time of the end. :Many shall 
purify themselves, and make themselves white, and be refined; but the wick.ed shall 
do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand: but they that be wise shall 

n understand. And from the time that the continual burnt offering shall be taken away, 
and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hun
dred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt 
rest, and shalt stand in thy lot, at the encl of the days. 
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Tbe Yearning of God 

Gomer : an Emblem 

2 WHEN the LORD spake at the first by Hosea, the LORD said unto Hosea, Go, takr 
unto thee a wife of whoredom and children of whoredom: for the land doth commit 
great whoredom, departing from the LORD. So he went and took Gomer the daughter 
of Diblaim; and she conceived, and bare him a son. And the LORD said unto him, 
Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreei 
upon the house of Jehu, and will cause the kingdom of the house of Israel to cease. 

s And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the rnllcv 
of Jezrcel. And she conceived again, and bare a daughter. And the LORD said 
unto him, Call her name 'Lo-ruhamah': for I will 'no more have mercy' upon the 
house of Israel, that I should in any wise pardon them. But I will ha\'e mercy upon 
the house of Judah, and will save them by the LORD their God, and will not sa\'e 
them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. Now when 
she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived, and bare a son. And the LORD said, 
Call his name 'Lo-ammi': for ye are 'not my people', and I will not be your God. 

10 Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which 
cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass that, in the place where 
it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, it shall be said unto them, Ye are the 
sons of the living God. And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall 
be gathered together, and they shall appoint themselves one head, and shall go up 

2 from the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel. Say ye unto your brethren, 
Ammi; and to your sisters, Ruhamah. 

Plead with your mother, plead; for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband: 
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and let her put away her whoredoms from her face, and her adulteries from between 
her breasts; lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the day that she was born, and 3 
make her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry land, and slay her with thirst; yea, 
upon her children will I have no mercy; for they be children of whoredom. For 
their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: 
for she said, I will p;o after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool 
and my flax, mine oil and my drink. Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way 
with thorns, anc' I will make a fence against her, that she shall not find her paths. 
And she shall fotl<lw after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall 7 
seek them, but snail not find them: then shall she say, I will f.!:O and return to my 
first husband; for then was it better with me than now. For she did not know that I 
gaw her the com, and the wine, and the oil, and multiplied unto her silver and gold, 
which they used for Baal. Therefore will I take back my corn in the time thereof, 
and my wine in the season thereof, and will pluck away my wool and my flax which 
should have CO\"ered her nakedness. And now will I discover her lewdness in the 
si?;ht of her lovers, am! none shall deliver her out of mine hand. I will also cause n 
all her mirth to cease, her feasts, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her 
solemn assemblies. And I will lay waste her vines and her fig trees, whereof she 
hath said, These are my hire that my lovers ha_ve given me: and I will make them 
a forest, and the beasts of the field shall eat them. And I will visit upon her the 
days of the Baalim, unto which she burned incense; when she decked herself with 
her earrings and her jewels, and went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD. 

Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak q 
comfortably unto her. And I will f.(ive her her vineyards from thence, and the valley 
of Achor for a door of hope: and she shall make answer there, as in the days of her 
youth, and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. And it shall 
be at that day, saith the LoRD, that thou shalt call me Ishi; * and shalt call me no 
more llaali.* For I will take <tway the names of the Baalim out of her mouth, and 17 

they shall no more he mentioned by their name. And in that clay will I make a cove
nant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the 
creeping thinf.(s of the f.!:round: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle 
out of the land, and will make them to lie down safely. And I will betroth thee unto 
me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgement, 
and in lovinf.(kinclness, and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithful- 20 

ness: and thou shalt know the LORD. And it shall come to pass in that day, I will 
answer, saith the LORD, I will answer the heawns, and they shall answer the earth; 
and the earth shall answer the corn, and the wine, and the oil; and they shall answer 
Jezreel. And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her 
that had not obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou 
art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my God. 

* And the LORD said unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her husband, yet 3 
an adulteress, C\'en as the LORD loveth the children of Israel, though they turn unto 
o_ther gods, and love cakes of raisins. So I bought her to me for fifteen pieces of 
silver, and an homer of barley, and an half homer of barley: and I said unto her, 
Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt 
not ht> any man's wife: so will I also be toward thee. For the children of Israel 4 
s~all abid: many da~s without king, and without prince, and without sacrifice, and 
without pillar, and without ephod or teraphim: afterward shall the children of Israel 
return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall come with 
fear unto the LORD and to his goodness in the latter days. 

* [My husband - my lord.] 
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Heavy Corruption and Light Repentance 
4 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a contro-

versy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor know
ledge of God in the land. There is nought but swearing and breaking faith, and killing 
and stealing, and committing adultery; they break out, and blood touchcth blood'. 
Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish 
with the beasts of the field and the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea als~ 
shall be taken away. 

4 Yet let no man strive, neither let any man reprove; for thy people are as they 
that strive with the priest. And thou shalt stumble in the day, and the prophet also 
shall stumble with thee in the night; and I will destroy thy mother. My people are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also 
reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of 

7 thy God, I "also will forget thy children. As they were multiplied, so they sinned 
against me: I will change their glory into shame. They feed on the sin of my people, 
and set their heart on their iniquity. And it shall be, like people, like priest: and I 
will punish them for their ways, and will reward them their doings. 

And they shall cat, and not have enough; they shall commit w110redom, and shall 
not increase: because they have left off to take heed to the LORD. Whoretlom and 

12 wine and new wine lake away the understanding. My people ask counsel al their 
stock, and their staff declareth unto them: for the spirit of whorcdom hath caused 
them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God. They sacrifice 
upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and 
poplars and terebinths, because the shadow thereof is good; therefore your daughters 

14 commit whorcdom, and your brides commit adultery. I will not punish your 
daughters when they commit whoredom, nor your brides when they commit adultery; 
for they themselves go apart with whores, and they sacrifice with the harlots: and 
the people that doth not understand shall be overthrown. 

Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet let not Judah offend; and come not ye 
16 unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Beth-aven, nor swear, As the LoRD liveth. For 

Israel hath behaved himself stubbornly, like a stubborn heifer: now will the LORD 
feed them as a lamb in a large place. Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone. 
Their carouse is over; they commit whoredom continually; they arc given up to 
love; her rulers are a shame. The wind hath wrapped her up in its wings; and they 
shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices. 

5 Hear this, 0 ye priests, and hearken, ye house of Israel, and give ear, 0 house of 
the king, for unto you pertaineth the judgement; for ye have been a snare at Mizpah, 
and a net spread upon Tabor. And the revolters are gone deep in corruption; but I 
am a rebuker of them all. I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from me: for now, 
0 Ephraim, thou hast committed whoreclom, Israel is defiled. Their doings will not 
suffer them to turn unto their God: for the spirit of whoredom is within them, and 

5 they know not the LORD. And the pride of Israel cloth testify to his face: therefore 
Israel and Ephraim shall stumble in their iniquity; Judah also shall stumble with 
them. They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the LORD; but 
they shall not find him: he hath withdrawn himself from them. They have dealt 
treacherously against the LORD; for they have borne strange children: now shall the 
new moon devour them with their fields. 

8 Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramah - Sound an alarm at 
Beth-aven - After thee, Benjamin! - Ephraim shall become a desolation in the day 
of rebuke: among the tribes of Israel have I made known that which shall surely be. 
The princes of Judah are like them that remove the landmark: I will pour out my 
wrath upon them like water. Ephraim is oppressed, he is crushed in judgement; 
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because he was content to walk after vanity. Therefore am I unto Ephraim as a 12 

moth, and to the house of Judah as rotteoness. When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
and Judah saw his wound, then went Ephraim to Assyria, and sent to king Jareb: 
but he is not able to heal you, neither sh:i.11 he cure you of your wound. for I will 
be unto Ephraim as a ]ion, and as a young !ion to the house of Judah: I, even I, 
will tear and go away; I will carry off, and there shall be none lo deliver. 

I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek 15 
my face: ~1 their affliction they will seek me earnestly. 

REPE:>T.-1:\"T ISRAEL. - Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath tom, 6 
and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two clays will he 
rCYiYe us: on the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live before him. And let 
us know, let us follow on to know the Lo1rn; his going forth is sure as the morning: 
and he shall come unto us "as the rain, a.> the latter rain that watereth the earth. 

THE LoRn. - 0 Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? 0 Judah, what shall I 4 
do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the dew that goeth 
early aw:i.y. Therefore have I hewed the:n by the prophets; I h:i.ve slain them by 
the words of my mouth: and thy juclgemcntc, are as the light that goeth forth. For I 
desire merer, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. 
But they arc as men that have transgressed a co1·cnant: there have they dealt treacher-7 
ously againM me. Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity, it is stained with blood. 
And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company of priests murder in the way 
toward Shechcm: yea, they ha Ye committed lewdness. In the house of Israel I have 
seen an horrible thing: there whoredom is found in Ephraim, Israel is defiled. Also, n 
0 Judah, there is an harvest appointed for thee. 

Reaping the Whirlwind 
When I bring again the captivity of my people, when I would heal Israel, then is 7 

the iniquity of Ephraim discO\·ered, and the wickedness of Samaria; for they commit 
falsehood: and the thief entereth in, and the troop of robbers spoileth without. And 
thcv consider not in their hearts that I remember all their wickedness: now ha\"e 
their own doings beset them about; they arc before my face. They make the king 
glad with their wickedness, and the princes with their lies. They are all adulterers; 4 
they are as an 01·en heated by the baker; he ceaseth to stir the fire, from the kneading 
of th<.' dou!(h until it be leavened. On 'the day of our king' the princes made them
selves sick with the heat of wine; he stretched out his hand with scorners. for they 
have made ready their heart like an oven, whiles they lie in wait: their baker sleepeth 
all the niµ:ht; in the morning it bumeth as a flaming fire. They are all hot as an oven, 7 
and de\'our their judges: all their kings are fallen: there is none among them that 
callcth unto me. Ephraim, he mixeth himself among the peoples; Ephraim is a 
cake not turned. Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not; yea, 
gray hairs are here and there upon him, and he knoweth it not: and the pride of Israel 10 

doth testify to his face. 
Yet they have not returned unto the LORD their God, nor sought him, for all this. 

And Ephraim is like a silly dove, without understanding: they call unto Egypt, they 
go to Assyria. When they shall go, I will spread my net upon them; I will bring them 
down as the fowls of the heaven: I will chastise them, as their congregation hath 
heard. Woe unto them! for they have wandered from me; destruction unto them 113 
for they.have trespassed against me: though I would redeem them, yet they have 
spoken lies against me. And they have not cried unto me with their heart, but they 
howl upon their beds: they assemble themselves for com and wine, they rebel against 
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15 me. Though I have taught and strengthened their arms, yet do they imagine mis
chief against me. They return, but not to him that is on high; they are like a de
ceitful bow: their princes shall fall by the sword for the rage of their tongue: this 
shall be their derision in the land of Egypt. 

8 Set the trumpet to thy mouth: as an eagle he cometh against the house of the 
LORD; because they have transgressed my covenant, and trespassed against my law. 
They shall cry unlo me, l\Iy God, we Israel know thee. Israel hath cast off that which 
is good: the enemy shall pursue him. They have set up kings, but not by me; they 
have made princes, and I knew it not: of their silver and their p;old have they made 

5 them idols, that they may be cut off. He hath cast off thy calf, 0 Samaria; mine 
anger is kindled against them: how long will it be ere they attain to innocency? For 
from Israel is even this; the workman made it, and it is no God: yea, the calf of 

7 Samaria shall be broken in pieces. For they sow the wind, and they shall reap the 
whirlwind. 

Sentences 
He hath no standing corn; the blade shall yield no meal; if so be it yield, strangers 

shall swallow it up. 

B Israel is swallowed up: now are they among the nations as a vessel wherein is no 
pleasure. 

For they are gone up to Assyria, like a wild ass alone by himself. 

10 Ephraim hath hired lovers. Yea, though they hire among the nations, now will 
I gather them; and they begin to be minished by reason of the burden of the king of 
princes. 

Because Ephraim hath multiplied altars - to sin, altars have been unto him - to 
sin. 

12 Though I write for him my law in ten thousand precepts, they are counted as a 
strange thing. 

As for the sacrifices of mine offerings, they sacrifice flesh and eat it; but the LORD 

accepteth them not: now will he remember their iniquity, and visit their sins; they 
shall return to Egypt. 

'4 For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and builded palaces; and Judah hath mul
tiplied fenced cities: but I will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour the castles 
thereof. · 

A Harvest Prophecy 
9 Rejoice not, 0 tsrael, unto exultation, like the peoples; for thou hast gone a 

whoring from thy God, thou hast loved hire upon every cornfloor. The threshing
floor and th~ winepress shall not feed them, and the new wine shall fail her. They 
shall not dwell in the LORD'S land; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and they shall 

4 eat unclean food in Assyria. They shall not pour out wine offerings to the LORD, 
neither shall their sacrifices be pleasing unto him; their bread shall be unto them as the 
bread of mourners; all that eat thereof shall be polluted: for their bread shall be 
for their appetite; it shall not come into the house of the LORD. What will ye do in 

6 the day of solemn assembly, and in the day of the feast of the LORD? For, lo, they 
are gone away from destruction: Egypt shall gather them up, Memphis shall bury 
them; their pleasant things of silver, nettles shall possess them; thorns shall be in 
their tents. 
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Sentences of Judgement 
The days of visitation are come, the days of recompence are come; Israel shalt 7 

know it: the prophet is a fool, the man that hath the spirit is mad, for the multitude 
of thine iniquity, and because the enmity is great. 

Ephraim was a watchman with my God: as for the prophet, a fowler's snare is in 
all his ways, and enmity in the house of his God. 

They have deeply corrupted themselves, as in the days of Gibeah: he will re- 9 
member their iniquity, he will visit their sins. 

I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in 
the fig tree at her first season: but they came to Baal-peor, and consecrated themselves 
unto the shameful thing, and became abominable like that which they loved. 

As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird. There shall be no birth, II 
and none with child, and no conception; though they bring up their children, yet 
will 1 bereave them, that there be not a man left. Yea, woe also to them when I 
depart from them! 

Ephraim, like as I ha\'e seen Tyre, is planted in a pleasant place: but Ephraim 13 
shall bring out his children to the slayer. 

Gil'e them, 0 LORD: what wilt thou give? give them a miscarrying womb and 
dry breasts. 

All their wickedness is in Gilgal; for there I hated them: because of the wicked- 15 
nes,- of their doings I will drive them out of mine house: I will love them no more; all 
their princes are revolters. 

Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall bear no fruit: yea, though 
they bring forth, yet will I slay the beloved fruit of their womb. My God will cast 
them away, because they did not hearken unto him; and they shall be wanderers 
among the nations. 

Israel is a luxuriant vine, which putteth forth his fruit: according to the multitude 10 
of his fruit he hath multiplied his altars; according to the goodness of his land they 
ha\·e made goodly pillars. Their heart is smooth; now shall they be found guilty: 
he shall smite their altars, he shall spoil their pillars. 

Surely now shall they say, We have no king: for we fear not the LORD; and the 3 
king, what can he do for us? 

They speak vain words, swearing falsely in making covenants: therefore judge
ment springeth up as hemlock in the furrows of the field. 

The inhabitants of Samaria shall be in terror for the calves of Beth-aven: for the 5 
people thereof shall mourn over it, and the priests thereof that rejoiced over it, for 
the glory thereof, because it is departed from it. It also shall be carried unto Assyria 
for a present to king Jareb: Ephraim shall receive shame, and Israel shall be ashamed 
of his own counsel. · 
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7 Samaria is cul off with her king, as foam upon the water. The high places also of 
Aven, the sin of Israel, shall he destroyed: the thorn and the thistle shall come up on 
their altars. And they shall say to the mountains, Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on us. 

0 Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah: there they stood; shall not 
the battle against the children of iniquity overtake them in Gibeah? 

10 When it is my desire, I will chastise them; and the peoples shall be gathercri 
against them, when they are yoked lo their two transgressions. 

And Ephraim is an heifer that is taught, that loveth to tread out the com; but T 
have passed 'over upon her fair neck: I will set a rider on Ephraim; Judah shall plow, 
Jacob shall break his clods. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap according to mercy; break up your fallow 
ground: for it is time to seek the L01m, till he come and rain righteousness upon you. 

, 3 Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit of 
lies: for thou dirlst trust in thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty men. Therefore 
shall a tumult arise among thy people, and all thy fortresses shall he spoiled, as Shal
man spoiled Beth-arbel in the day of battle: the mother was dashed in pieces with h~r 
children. So shall it be clone unto you at Beth-el because of your great wickedness: 
at daybreak shall the king of Israel be utterly cut off. 

The Yearning of God 
THE LORD 

11 When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.-
As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed unto the Baalim, and 

burned incense to graven images.-
Yet I taught Ephraim to go; I took them on my arms; but they knew not that T 

healed them. I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love; and I was to 
them as they that take off the yoke on tbe1r jaws, and I laid meat before them.-

5 He shall not return into the land of Egypt; but the Assyrian shall be his king, be-
cause they refused to return. And the sword shall fall upon his cities, and shall con
sume his bars, and devour them, because of their own counsels. And my people are 
bent to backsliding from me: though they call them lo him that is on high, none at all 
will lift himself up.-

8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee. Israel? how shall I 
make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within 
me, my compassions arc kindled to~ether. I will not execute the fierceness of min<' 
anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy 
One in the midst of thee: and I will not come in wrath. They shall walk after tlw 
LORD, who shall roar like a lion: for he shall roar, and the children shall come trem · 

n bling from the west. They shall come trembling as a bird out of Egypt, and as a 
dove oul of the land of Assyria: and I will make them to dwell in their houses, saith 
the LORD.-

Ephraim compasseth me about with falsehood, and the house of Israel with deceit: 
and Judah is yet unstedfast with God, and with the Holy One who is faithful. 

12Ephraim f~edeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind: he continually mul
tiplieth lies and desolation; and they make a covenant with Assyria, and oil is carried 
into Egypt. The LORD hath also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob 
according to his ways; according to his doings will he recompense him.-
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'In the womb he took his brother by the heel; 3 
And in his manhood he had power with God: 

Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed, 
He wept, and made supplication unto him. 

He found him at Beth-el, and there he spake with us; 
Ewn the LORD, the God of hosts, the LORD is his memorial.' 

Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep mercy and judgement, and wait on thy God 6 
continually. -

He is a traflicker, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he lovct~ to oppress. 
And Ephraim said, Surely I am become rich, I have found me wealth: mall my la
bours they shall find in me none iniquity that were sin. But I am the LORD thy Goe' 
from the land of E!(Ypt; I will yet again make thee to dwell in tents, as in the days of 
the solemn feast. I have also spoken unto the prophets, and I have multiplied ,·isions; ro 
and by the ministry of the prophets have I used similitudes. Is Gilead iniquity' 
they are altogether vanity; in 'Gilgal' they sacrifice bullocks: yea, their altars are as 
'heaps' in the furrows of the field. -

'And Jacob fled into the field of Aram, r~ 
And Israel sen·ed for a wife, and for a wife he kept sheep. 

And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel up out of Egypt, 
And by a prophet was he preserved.' -

Ephraim hath provoked to anger most bitterly: therefore shall his blood be left 13 
upon him, ancl his reproach shall his Lord return unto him. When Ephraim spake 
with trembling he exalted himself in Israel: but when he offended in Baal, he died. 
And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten images of their silver, 
c\·en idols according to their own understanding, all of them the work of the crafts
men: they say of them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calYes. Therefore they 3 
shall be as the morning cloud, and as the dew that passeth early away, as the chaff that 
is drfrcn with the whirlwind out of the threshing-floor, and as the smoke out of the 
chimney_ --

Yet.I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt; and thou knowest no god but 4 
me, and beside me there is no sa\'iour. I did know thee in the wil<lcrness, in the !an cl 
of g;reat drought. According lo their pasture, so were they filled; they were filled, 
an<l their heart was exalted: therefore have they forgotten me. - _ 

Therefore am I unto them as a lion: as a leopard will I watch by the way: I will 7 
meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and will rend the caul of their 
heart: and there will I devour them like a lion; the wild beast shall tear them. It 
is thy destruction, 0 Israel, that thou art against me, against thy help. Where now 
is thy king, that he may save thee in all thy cities? and thy judges, of whom thou saidst, 
Gi,·e me a king and princes? I have given thee a king in mine anger, and ha\'e n 
taken him away in my wrath. The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is laid up 
in store. The sorrows of a travailing woman shall come upon him: he is an unwise 
son; when it is time, he standeth not in the place of the breaking forth of children. -

I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: 14 
0 death, where are thy plagues? O grave, where is thy destruction? -

Repentance shall be hid from mine eyes. Though he be fruitful among his breth
ren, an east wind shall come, the breath of the LORD coming up from the wil<lerness, 
and his spring shall become dry, and his fountain shall be dried up: it shall spoil the 
treasure of all pleasant vessels. Samaria shall bear her guilt; for she hath rebelled 16 
against her God: they shall fall by the sword; their infants shall be dashed in pieces, 
and their women with child shall be ripped up. 
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14 REPENTANT ISRAEL. - 0 Israel, return unto the LORD thy God; for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and return unto the LORD: say unto 
him, Take away all iniquity, and accept that which is good: so will we render as 
bullocks the offering of our lips. Asshur shall not save us; we will not ride upon 
horses: neither will we say any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods: for 
in thee the fatherless findeth mercy. 

4 THE LORD. - I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger 
is turned away from him. I will be a~ the dew unto Israel: he shall blossom as the 
lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread, and his beauty 
shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They that dwell under his shadow 
shall return; they shall revive as the corn, and blossom as the vine: the scent thereof 
shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 

a EPHRAIM. - What have I to do any more with idols? 

THE LORD. - I have answered, and will regard him. 

EPHRAIM. - I am like a green fir tree -

Tm: LORD. - From me is thy fruit found. 

~bo hi iDi!le, anb be !lball unbmtanb tbe!le tbing!l 'l 
l)lrubmt, nnb be !lball fmoi:n tbcm 'f 

;JJor tbe i:na!!!l of tbc J.l.®lUll arc rigbt, 
\!nb tbe ju!lt s!Jall 1.Dnllt in tbcm : 

~ut tramsgre!l!lat!l !lball fall tbmin. 



The Word of the LORD that came to 

JOEL 

the son of Pethuel 

If RHAPSODY OF THE LOCUST PLAGUE 

1.- The Land Desolate and Mourning 

OLD MEN 

Hear this, ye old men, 
And give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land I 

Hath this been in your days, 
Or in the days of your fathers? 

Tell ye your children of it, 
And let your children tell their children, 
And their children another generation. 
That which the palmerworm hath left 

Hath the locust eaten; 
And that which the locust hath left 

Hath the cankerworm eaten; 
Ai;id that which the cankerworm hath left 

Hath the caterpiller eaten. 

REVELLERS 

Awake, ye drunkards, and weep, 
And howl, all ye drinkers of wine, 

Because of the sweet wine; 
For it is cut off from your mouth! 

For a nation is come up upon my land, 
Strong, and without number; 

His teeth are the teeth of a lion, 
And he hath the jaw teeth of a great lion. 

He hath laid my vine waste, 
And barked my fig tree: 

He hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; 
The branches thereof are made white. 
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PRIESTS 

Lament like a virgin 
Girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth! 

The meal olTering and the drink offering 
Is cut off from the house of the LORD: 

The priests, the Lmm's ministers, mourn. 
The field is wasled, 
The land moumcth; 

For the corn is wasted, 
The new wine is dried up, 

The oil liinguisheth. 

HUSBANDMEN 

Be ashamed, 0 ye husbandmen, 
Howl, 0 ye vincdressers, 

For the wheat, and for the barley; 
For the harvest of the field is perished! 

The wine is withered, 
And the fig tree languisheth; 

The pomegranate tree, 
The palm tree also, and the apple tree, 

Even all the trees of the field are withered: 
For joy is withered away from the sons of men. 

PRIESTS 

Gird yourselve~, and lnmcnt, ye priests; 
Howl, ye ministers of the altar; 
Come, lie all night in sackcloth, 

Ye ministers of my Goel: 
For the meal offering and the drink offering 
Is withholden from the house of your God! 

THE WHOLE PEOPLE 

14 Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the old men and all the inhabitants 

I? 

of the land unto the house of the Lmw your God, and cry unt6 the LORD: 

Alas for the clay! for the day of the LoRD is at hand! 
And as destruction fro111 the Almighty shall it come. 
Is not the meat cut off before our eyes, 
Yea, joy and gladness from the house of our God? 

The seeds rot under their clorls: 
The garners are laid clcsol11te, 
The barns are broken down; 
For the corn is withered. 

How do the beasts groan I 
The herds of cnttle are perplexed, 
Because they have no pasture; 
Yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate. 
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0 LORD, to thee do I cry: . 19 
For the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness, 
And the flame hath burned all the trees of the field. 

Yea, the beasts of the field pant unto thee: 
For the water brooks are dried up, 
And the fire ha th devoured the pastures of the wilderness. 

• II. -The Judgement Advancing 
Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, 
Anrl sound an alarm in my holy mountain; 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble! 

2 

For the Day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand; a day of darkness and gloomi- 2 

ness, a dav of clouds and thick darkness, as the dawn spread upon the mountains; 
a great people and a strong, there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any 
more after them, eYen to the years of many generations! 

A fire devoureth before them; 
And he hind them a flame burneth: 
The Janel is as the garden of Eden before them, 
And behind them a desolate wilderness! 

Yea, and none hath escaped them. The appearance of them is as the appearance of 4 
horses; and as horsemen, so do they run. Like the noise of chariots on the tops of the 
mountains do they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a 
strong people set in battle array. 

At their presence the peoples are in anguish: 
All faces are waxed pale: 
They run like mighty men; 
They climb the wall like men of war; 
And they march every one on his ways. 

6 

And they break not their ranks: neither doth one thrust another; they march every 8 
one in his path: and they burst through the weapons, and break not off their course. 

They leap upon the city; 
They run upon the wall; 
They climb up into the houses; 
They enter in at the windows like a thief. 
The earth quaketh before them; 
The heavens trem hie: 
The sun and the moon are darkened, 
And the stars withdraw their shining. 

10 

And the LORD uttereth his voice before his army; for his camp is very great; for he is i1 
strong that executeth his word: for the Day of the Lo RD is great and very terrible; and 
who can abide it? 
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III. - Repentance at the Last Moment 
THE LORD 

12 Yet even now, saith the LORD, tum ye unto me with all your heart, and with fasting 
and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend your heart, and not your garments' 
and tum unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and full of compassion, slow t~ 
anger, and plenteous in mercy, and repenteth him of the evil. 

THE PEOPLE 

14 Who knoweth whether he will not tum and repent, and leave a blessing behind him, 
e\'cn a meal offering and a. drink offering unto the LORD your God? 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
Sanctify a fast, 

Call a solemn assembly: 
Gather the people, 

Sanctify the congregation, 
Assemble the old men, 

Gather the children, and those that suck the breasts: 
Let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, 

And the bride out of her closet. 

17 Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the altar, 
and let them say: 

PRIESTS 
Spare thy people, 0 LORD, 

And give not thine heritage to reproach, 
That the nations should use a byword against them; 
Wherefore should they say among the peoples, Where is their God? 

IV. - Relief and Restoration 
18 Then was the LORD jealous for his land, and had pity on his people. 

THE LORD 

Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, ~nd ye shall be satisfied therewith: 
20 and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations: but I will remove far 

off from you the northern army, and will dri,·e him into a land barren and desolate, 
his forepart into the eastern sea, and his hinder part into the western sea; and his 
stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great 
things. 

21 Fear not, 0 land, be glad and rejoice; for the LORD hath done great things. He 
not afraid, ye beasts of the field; for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the 
tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength. Be glad then, 
ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he giveth you the former 
rain in just measure, and he causeth to come down for you the rain, the former rain 

24 and the latter rain, in the first month. And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the 
fats shall overflow with wine and oil. And I will restore to you the years that the locust 

· hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great 
army which J sent among you. And ye shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and shall 
praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my 
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people shall ne\'cr be ashamed. And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 27 

and that I am the LORD your God, and there is none else: and my people shall never 
be ashamed. 

V. - Afterward 
THE LORD 

_;nd it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 28 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young: men shall see visions: and also upon the servants and upon the hand·· 
maids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 

And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and 
pillars of snlllke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 31 
before the groot an\! terrible day of the LORD come. And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoe\'er shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount 
Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those that escape, as the LORD hath said, and in 
the remnant whom the LORD doth call. For, behold, in those days, and in that time, 3 
when I shall bring again the capti,·ity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all 
nations, and will bring them down into the Valley of Jehoshaphat*; and I will 
plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have 
scattered among the nations, and parted my land. And they have cast lots for my 
people: and ha Ye J.,>i,·cn a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might 
drink. Yea, and what arc ye to me, 0 Tyre, and Zidon, and all the regions of Philis-4 
tia? will ye render me a recompence' and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily 
will I return your recompence upon your own head. Forasmuch as ye have taken 
my sih-er and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things; 
the children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the sons 
of the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border: behold, I will 7 

stir them up out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recom
pence upon your own head; and I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand 
of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the men of Sheba, to a nation far 
off: for the Lo RD hath spoken it. · 

VI. - Advance to the Valley of Decision 
Tm: LORD 

Proclaim ye this arnong the nations; prepare war: stir up the mighty men; 9 
let all the men of war draw near, let them come up. Beat your plowshares into 
swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 

VoicEs 

Haste ye, and come, all ye nations round about, and gather yourselves together. rr 
Thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, 0 LORD. 

THE LORD 

Let the nations bestir themselves, and come up to the Valley of 'Jehoshaphat': 12 

for there will I 'sit to judge' all the nations round about. 

THE LORD (to his Hosts) 

Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, tread ye; for the winepress is 13 
full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great. 

*[The Loau's Decision. - Ennoa.] 
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THE PROPIIETIC SPECTATOR 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the Valley of Decision! for the Day of the LORD is 
near in the Valley of Decision. The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars 
withdraw their shining. And the LORD shall roar from Zion, and utter his voice 
from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be 
a refuge unto his people, and a strong hold to the children of Israel. 

VII. - The Holy Mountain and Eternal Peace 
THE LORD 

17 So shall ye know that I am the LORD your God, dwelling in Zion my holy mountain: 
then shall J crusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any 
more. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down sweet 
wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the brooks of Judah shall flow with 
waters; and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the LORD, and shall water 

19 lhe Valley of Acacias. Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate 
wilderness, for the violence done to the children of Judah, because they have shed in
nocent blood in their land. But Judah shall be inhabited for ever, and Jerusalem 
from generation to generation. And I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed: 
for the LORD dwelleth in Zion. 



THE BOOK OF AMOS 

AN ORACLE OF THE EARTHQUAKE 

A RHAPSODY OF THE JUDGEMENT TO COME 

AN ORACLE OF THE EARTHQUAKE 

Tlte words of Amos, wlto was among tlte /1erdmm of Tekoa, wlticlt 

•e saw co11ccmi11g Israel in tlte daJ'S of U::::::ialt king of J11da/1, and in 

!tc d!IJ'S of Jeroboam t/1e so1.z of Joaslt king of Israel, two years btforc 

!te Eartltq11ake. And lte said: 

The LORD shall roar from Zion, 

And utter his voice from Jerusalem: 

And the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, 

And the top of Carmel shall wither. 



l 

3 

4 

6 

7 

9 

10 

II 

A RHAPSODY OF THE JUDGEMENT TO COME 

I.- Israel among the Doomed Nations 

Thus saith the LORD: 
For three transgressions of Damascus, 
Yea, for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 

because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments. of iron: 

But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Ben-hadad. 

And I will break the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the valley of 
Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of 
Syria shall go into captivity unlo Kir, saith lhe LORD. 

ii 
Thus saith the LORD: 

For three transgressions of Gaza, 
Yea, for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 

because they carried away captive the whole people, to deliver them up to Edom: 

But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, 
And it shall devour the palaces thereof: 

and I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdo<l, and him that holdeth the sceptre from 
Ashkelon; and I will turn mine hand against Ekron, and the remnant of the Philistine,; 
shall perish, saith the Lord Gan. 

iii 
Thus saith the LORD: 

For three transgressions of Tyre, . 
Yea, for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 

because they delivered up the whole people to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly 
covenant: 

But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyre, 
And it shall devour the palaces thereof. 

iv 
Thus saith the LORD: 

For three transgressions of Edom, 
Yea, for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 

because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his 
anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever: 
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But I will send a fire upon Teman, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Bozrah. 

v 
Thus saith the LORD: 

For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, 
Yea, for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 

Amos 

because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might enlarge 
their border: 

But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, 
And it shall devour the palaces thereof, 

with shoutinl!; in the day of battle, with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind: and 
their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes together, saith the LORD. 

vi 
Thus saith the LORD: 

For three transgressions of Moab, 
Y ca, for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 

because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime: 

But I will send a fire upon Moab, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth; 

and :\foab shall die with tumult, with shoutiqg, and with the sound of the trumpet; 
and I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, and will slay all the princes thereof 
with him, saith the LORD. 

vii 
Thus saith the LORD: 

For three transgressions of Judah, 
Yea, for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 

because they have rejected the law of the LORD, and have not kept his statutes, and 
their lies have caused them to err, after the which their fathers did walk: 

But I will send a fire upon Judah, 
And it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem. 

Thus saith the LORD: 
For three transgressions of Israel, 
Yea, for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereor; 

12 

13 

2 

2 

4 

5 

6 

because they have sold the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes: 
that pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way 
of the meek: and a man and his father will go unto the same maid, to profane my 
holy name: and they lay themselves down beside every altar upon clothes taken in 8 
pledge, and in the house of their God they drink the wine of such as ha\•e been fined. 
Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of the ce
<1" rs, and he was strong as the oaks; yet I destroyed bis fruit from above, and his 
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10 roots from beneath. Also I brought you up out of the land of Egypt, and led you 
forty years in the wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite. And I raised up of 
your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazirites. Is it not even thus, 
0 ye children of Israel? saith the LORD. But ye gave the Nazirites wine to drink; 
and commanded the prophets, saying, Prophesy not. 

13 

15 

Behold, I will press you in your place, 
As a cart presseth that is full of sheaves. 
And flight shall perish from the swift, 
And the strong shall not strengthen his force, 
Neither shall the mighty deliver himself: 
Neither shall he stand that handleth the bow; 
And he that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself: 
Neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself: 
And he that is courageous among the mighty 
Shall flee away naked in that day, saith the LORD. 

II. - Corruption ripe for Judgement 
3 Hear this word that the LORD hath spoken against you, 0 children of Israel, against 

the whole family which I brought up out of the land of Egypt, saying, You only have T 
known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will visit upon you all your iniquities. 

3 (Shall two walk together, except they have agreed? Will a lion roar in tlir 
forest, when he hath no prey? Will a young lion cry out of !tis den, if lze haw 
taken nothing? Can a bird fall in a snare upon the earth, where no gin is sd 
for him? Shall a snare spring up from the ground, and have taken nothing al 

6 all? Shall the trumpet be blown in a city, and the people not be afraid? Sita// 
evil befall a city, and the LORD hath not done it? Surely the Lord Gov will do 
nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets. The liou 
hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but 
prophesy?) 

i 
9 Publish ye in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and 

say, Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of Samaria, and behold what g-rcat 
tumults are therein, and what oppressions in the mirlst thereof. For they know 
not to do right, saith the LoRD, who store up violence and robbery in their pp.laces. 

II Therefore thus saith the Lord Goo: An adversary there shall be, even round about 
the land: and he shall bring down thy strength from thee, and thy palaces shall be 
spoiled. Thus saith the LORD: As the shepherd rescueth out of the mouth of the 
lion two legs, or a piece of an ear; so shall the children of Israel be rescued that sil 
in Samaria in the comer of a couch, and on the silken cushions of a bed. 

ii 
r3 Hear ye, .:md testify against the house of Jacob, saith the Lord Goo, the God of 

hosts. For in the day that I shall visit the transgressions of Israel upon him, I will 
also visit the altars of Beth-el, and the horns of the altar shall be cut off, and fall to 
the ground. And I will smite the winter house with the summer house; and the 
houses of ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall have an end, saith the LoRP. 

iii 
4 Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of Samaria, which 

oppress the poor, which crush the needy, which say unto their lords, Bring, and let 
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u,; drink. The Lord Gon hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days shall come 2 

upon you, that they shall take you away with hooks, and your residue with fish hooks . 
. -\nd ye shall ~o out at the breaches, every one straight before her; and ye shall cast 
your>eh"es into Harmon, saith the LORD. 

(Come lo Beliz-el- and transgress; to Ci/gal- and multiply transgression;4 
and bring your sacrifices e1.'ery morning, and your tithes every three days; and 
offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of that which is leavened, and proclaim freewill 
oflerings and publish /hem: 

For this liketh you, 0 ye children of Israel, 
Saith the Lord GOD. 

And I also have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want of 6 
bread in all your places: 

Yet have ye not returned unto me, 
Saith the LORD. 

And I also have withhold en tlze rain from you, when there were yet three months lo 7 
tlze lzarz·rs/: and I caused it lo rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon 
anollzcr city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not 
witlrrrrd. So two or three cities wandered unto one city to drink waler, and were 
not satisfied: 

Yet hm•e ye not returned unto me, 
Saith the LORD. 

I lza1•c smillen you with blasting and mildew: the multitude of your gardens aud 9 
)'Ollr 1•ineyards and your fig_ trees and your olive trees hath the palmerworm de-
1•oured: 

Yet have ye not returned unto me, 
Saith the LORD. 

I ha1•e sent among you the pestilence after tlzc manner of Rgypt: your young men 10 

ha<'e I slain with the sword, and have carried away your horses; and I have 
11111dc the stink of your camp to come up even into your nostrils: 

Yet have ye not returned unto me, 
Saith the LORD. 

I have overthrown some among you, as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomor- II 

rah, and ye were as a brand plucked out of the burning: 

Yet have ye not returned unto me, 
Saith the LORD. 

Therefore THUS will I do unto thee, 0 Israel: 

And because I will do THIS unto thee, 
Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel. 

I2 

For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto 13 
man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon 
the high places of the earth; the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name.) 
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iv 
5 Hear ye this word which I take up for a lamentation over you, 0 house of Israel 

The virgin of Israel is fallen - she shall no more rise! • 
She is cast down upon her land - there is none to raise her up! 

For thus saith the Lord GoD: The city that went forth a thousand shall have an 
hundred left, and that which went forth an hundred shall have ten left, to the house of 

4 Israel. For thus saith the LORD unto the house of Israel: Seek ye me, and ye shall 
live: but seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer-sheba: for 
Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and Beth-el shall come to nought. Seek the 
LORD, and ye shall live; lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and it 
devour and there be none to quench it in Beth-el: yewhoturn judgementtoworm-

8 wood, and cast down righteousness to the earth. Seek him that maketh the Pleiades 
and Orion, and tumeth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the clay 
dark with night; that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon 
the face of the earth - the LORD is his name - that bringeth sudden destruction 
upon the strong, so that destruction cometh upon the fortress. 

10 (They hate him that reproveth in the gale, and they abhor him that speaketh 
uprighlly.) 

Forasmuch therefore as ye trample upon the poor, and take exactions from him of 
wheat: ye have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have 

12 planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink the wine thereof. For I know how 
manifold are your transgressions and how mighty are your sins; ye that afflict the 
just, that take a bribe, and that turn aside the needy in the gate from their right. 

13 ('Therefore he that is prudent shall keep silence in such a time; for it is an 
evil time.') ' 

Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts, shall be 
15 with you, as ye say. Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgement in tl1e 

gate. 
('It may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious unto the remnant 

of Joseph.') 

~6 Therefore thus saith the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord: Wailing shall be in all 
the broad ways; and they shall say in all the streets, Alas! alas! and they shall call 
the husbandman to mourning, and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing. 
And in all vineyards shall be wailing: for I will pass through the midst of thee, saith 
the LORD. 

v 

18 Woe unto you that desire the day of the LORD. Wherefore would ye have the 
day of the LORD? it is darkness, and not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and 
a bear met him; or went into the house and leaned his hand on the wall, and a ser
pent bit him. Shall not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not light? even very 
dark, and no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your feasts, and I will take no de-

22 light in your solemn assemblies. Yea, though ye offer me your burnt offerings and 
meal offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace offerings of 
your fat beasts. Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not hear 
the melody of thy viols. But let judgement roll down as waters, and right~ousness 
as a mighty stream. Did ye bring unto me sacrifices and offerings in the w1ldern_ess 

26 forty years, 0 house of Israel? Yea, ye shall take up the tabernacle of your king 
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and the shrine of your images, the star of your god, which ye made to yourselves; 
and I will cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the LORD, whose 
name is the God of hosts. 

vi 
\\'oe to them that are at ease in Zion, and to them that are secure in the mountain 6 

of Samaria, the notable men of the chief of the nations, to whom the house of Israel 
come! Pass vc unto Caln eh, and sec; and from thence go ye to Ham a th the great: 
then go down.to Gath of the Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or is 
their border greater than your border? Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause 3 
the seat of Yiolence to come near; that lie upon beds of irnry, and stretch themselves 
upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calYes out of the midst 
of the stall; that sing idle songs to the sound of the viol; that devise for themselves 
instruments of music, like Dav:d; that drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves 6 
with the chief ointments; but they are not griewd for the affiiction of Joseph. There
fore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive, and the revelry of them that 
stretched themseln·s shall pass away. 

vii 
The Loni Goo hath sworn by himself, saith the LORD, the God of hosts: I abhor B 

the excellency of Jacuh, and hate his p3laccs: therefore will I deliver up the city 
with all that is therein. ;\nd it shall come to pass, if there remain ten men in one 
house, that they shall die. And when a man's kinsman shall take him up, even he 10 

that bumcth him, to bring out the bones out of the house, and shall say unto him that 
is in the innermost parts of the house, Is there yet any with thee? and he shall say, 
~o; then shall he say, Hold thy peace; for we may not make mention of the name 
of the LoRn. For, hehold, the LoRD commandeth, and the RfCat house shall be smit- 11 

ten with hreachcs, and the little house with clefts. Shall horses run upon the rock? 
will one plow there with oxen? that ye have turned judgement into gall, ancl the fruit 
of righteousness into wormwood: ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which say, 
Ila Ye we not taken to us horns by our own strength? For, behold, I will raise up 14 
against you a nation, 0 house of Israel, saith the LORD, the God of hosts; and they 
shall aiflict you from the entering in of Hamath unto the brook of the Arabah. 

Ill.- Vision of Judgement 
i 

Thus the Lord Goo shewed me: and, behold, he formed locusts in the beginning 7 
of the shooting up of the latter growth; and, lo, it was the latter growth after the king's 
mowings. And it came to pass that when they made an end of eating the grass of 
the land, then I said, 0 Lord Goo, forgive, I beseech thee: how shall Jacob stand? 
fur he is small. The LORD repented concerning this: It shall not be, saith the LORD. 

ii 
Thus the Lord Goo shewed me: and, behold, the Lord Goo called to contend 4 

by fire; and it dernurcrl the great deep, and would have eaten up the land. Then 
said I, 0 Lord Gon, cease, I beseech thee: how shall Jacob stand? .for he is small. 
Tht LORD repented concerning this: This also shall not be, saith the Lord Goo. 

iii 
Thus he shewed me: and, behold, the Lord stood beside a wall made by a plumb- 7 

line, with a plumbline in his hand. And the LORD said unto me, Amos, what secst 
~hou? And I said, A plum bline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plum blinc 
m the midst of my people Israel; I will not again pass by them any more: and th'! 
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high places of Isaac shall be desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste· 
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword. ' 

ro (Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to Jeroboam king of Israel sayinJ; 
A mos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: 'the la111l 
is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by 
the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of his land. Also 
Amaziah said unto Amos, 0 thou seer, go, ftee thee away into the land oj Jud-0h, 

13 and there eat bread, and prophesy there: but prophesy not again any more at 
Beth-el: for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a royal house. Then answered 
Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; 
but I was an herdman, and a dresser of sycamore trees: and the LORD took me 
from following the ftock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy imto my people 

16 Israel. Now therefore hear thou the word of the LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy 
not against Israel, and drop not thy word against the house of Isaac; therefore 
thus saith the LORD: Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons and lhy 
daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by line; and thou 
thyself shalt die in a land that is unclean, and Israel shall surely be led away 
captive out of his land.) 

iv 
8 Thus the Lord Gon shewed me: and behold, a basket of summer fruit. And he 

said, Amos, what scest thou? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said 
the LORD unto me, The end is come upon my people Israel; I will not again pass by 
them any more. And the songs of the temple shall be howlings in that day, saith the 
Lord Gov: the dead bodies shall be many; in every place shall they cast them forth 
with silence. · 

4 (H car this, 0 ye that would swallow up the needy, and cause the poor of tiu-
land to fail, saying, TV hen will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? a11d 
the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat? making the ephah small, and tire 
shekel great, and dealing falsely with balances of deceit; that we may buy tlr1· 
poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes, and sell the refuse of the wheat. 

7 The J,0111> hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forfirl any of 
their works. Shall not the land tremble fO'T this, and every one mourn that dwdl
eth therein? yea, it shall rise up wholly like the River; and it shall be troubled 
and sink again, like the River of Egypt.) 

9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord Gon, that I will cause the sun 
to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day. And I will turn your 
feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sack
cloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourn 

rr ing for an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day. Behold, the days come, saitl1 
the Lord GoD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor " 
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD. And they shall wander frn111 
sea to sea, and from the north even to the east; they shall run to and fro to seek lhl' 

13 word of the J,oRD, and shall not find it. In that day shall the fair virgins and the 
young men faint for thirst. They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, As thy 
God, 0 Dan, liveth; and, As the way of Beer-sheba liveth; even they shall fall, and 
never rise. up again. 

v 
9 I saw the Lord standing beside the altar: and he said, Smite the chapiters, that 

the thresholds may shake: and break them in pieces on the head of all of them; and 
I will slay the last of them with the sw?rd: there shall not one of them flee away, 
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and there shall not one of them escape. Though they dig into hell, thence shall 2 

mine hand take them; and though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them 
down. Ancl though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will search and take 
them out thence; and though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, 
tlwnce will I rnmmand the serpent, and he shall bite them. And though they go 4 
into captiYity before their enemies, thence will I command the sword, and it shall 
slay them: and I will set mine eyes upon them for evil, and not for good. 

(For the Lord, tire Con of hosts, is Ire that touclzeth the land and it melteth, and 5 
all t/1a/ dwell therein shall mo um; and it shall rise up wholly like the River; and 
shall sink ag11in. like tire Rh-er of Egypt: it is he that buildeth his chambers in 
the hcai•m, and hath founded his i•au/t upon the earth; he that ca/lct!t for the 
waters of the sea and pourcth them out upon the face of the earth; the LORD is 
his name.) 

vi 
Are ye not as the children of the Ethiopians unto me, 0 children of Israel> saith 7 

the Lmm. Ha Ye not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt, and the Philistines 
from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir? Behold, the eyes of the Lord Gon arc 
upon the sinful kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of the earth. 

Sa Ying that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the LORD. For, 9 
lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all the nations, like as 
corn is sirted in a sicYe, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. All the sin
ners of my people shall die by the sword, which say, The nil shall not overtake nor 
prevent us. 

vii 
In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the IT 

breaches Lhereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will buil<l it as in the days of 
old; that they may possess the remnant of Edom, and all the nations, which are called 
by my name, sailh the LORD that doeth this. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that 
soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. 
And I will bring ai:ain the caplivity of my people Israel, and they shall build the q 
waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine 
thereof; they shall also make gardens, and cat the fruit of them. And I will plant 
them upon their lanrl, and they shall no more be plucked up out of their land which 
I have given them, saith the LORD thy God. 

THE VISION OF OBADIAH 

DOOM OF EDOM 

We have heard tidings from the LORD, 
And an ambassador is sent among the nations: 

Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle. 
"Behold, I have made thee small among the nations, 

"Thou art greatly despised. 
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3 "The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, 
"0 thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock: 

"Whose habitation is high, 
"That saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground? 

"Though thou mount on high as the eagle, 
"And though thy nest be set among the stars, 

"I will bring thee down from thence," saith the LORD. 

S If thieves came to thee, 
If robbers by night, 

(How art thou cut off!) 
Would they not steal till they had enough? 

If grapegatherers came to thee, 
Would they not leave some gleaning grapes? 

How are the things of Esau searched out! 
How are his hidden treasures sought up! 

7 All the men of thy confederacy have driven thee out, 
Even to the border; 

The men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, 
And prevailed against rhee; 

They that eat thy bread lay a snare under thee, 
There is none understanding of it. 

8 Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, destroy the wise men out of Edom, and 
understanding out of the mount of Esau? And thy mighty men, 0 Teman, shall be dis
mayed, to the end that every one may be cut olI from the mount of Esau by slaughter. 
For the violence done to thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be 
cut off for ever. In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that stran
gers carried away his substance, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots 

12 upon Jerusalem even thou wast as one ol them. But look not thou on the day of thy 
brother in the day of his disaster, and rejoice net over the children of Judah in the 
day of their destruction; neither speak proudly in the day of distress. Enter not into 
the gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea, look not thou on their affiiclion 
in the day of their calamity, neither lay ye hands on their substance in the day of their 

14 calamity. And stand thou not in the crossway, to cut off those of his that escape: and 
deliver not up those of his that remain in the day of distress. For the day of the LORD 
is near upon all the nations: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee; thy dealing 
shall return upon thine own head. For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so 
shall all the nations drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and swallow down, and 
shall be as though they had not been. 

17 But in mount Zion there shall be those that escape, and it shall be holy; and the 
house of Jacob shall possess their possessions. And the house of Jacob shall be a 
fire, and the house of Joseph a flame: and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall 
burn among them, and devour them: and there shall not be any remaining to the house 
of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it. And they of the South shall possess the mount 
of Esau; and they of the lowland the Philistines: and they shall possess the field of 

20 Ephraim, and the field of Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. And the 
captivity of this host of the children of Israel, which are among the Canaanites, shall 
possess even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, 
shall possess the cities of the South. And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to 
judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD'S. 
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The Prophetic Story o/ 

JONAH 

I. - The Flight to Tarshish 

Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go 1 
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before 
me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. And he 
went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare thereof, 
an<l went down into it, lo go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 
But the LoRD hurled a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the4 
sea, so thal the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners were afrai<l, and cried 
every man unlo his go<l; and they cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the 
sea, to lighten it unto them. But Jonah was gone down into the innermost parts of 
the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmastcr came to him, and sai<l 
unto him, What meanest thou, 0 sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God 
11·ill think upon us, that we perish not. An<l they said c\·cry one to his fellow, Come, 7 
and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they 
cast lots, ancl the lot fell upon Jonah. Then sai<l they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, 
for whose cause this evil is upon us; what is thine occupation? an<l whence comest 
thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? And he said unto them, 
J am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the 
sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, \\'hat 10 

is this that thou hast done? (For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the 
LoRIJ. because he had told them.) Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto 
thee, that the sea may he calm unto us? for the sea grew more and more tempestuous. 
,\nd he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea 
he calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 
Ke,·erthelcss the men rowed hard to get them back to the land, but they could not: 13 
for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. \Vhercfore they cried 
unto the LORD, and said, \Ve beseech thee, 0 LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish 
for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, 0 LORD, hast 
done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: 
and the sea ceased from her raging. Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly; 16 
and they offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows. 

II. - The Prayer of Jonah 
I called out of mine affliction unto the LoRD, 

And he answered me; 
Out of the belly* of hell cried I, 

And thou heardest my voice. 

•And the LORD prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of 
the fish three days and three nights. Then Jon ah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the 
lish's belly. 
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3 For thou didst cast me into the depth, 
In the heart of the seas; 

And the flood was round about me, 
All thy ;waves and thy billows passed over me. 

And I said, I am cast out from before thine eyes: 
Yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 

S The waters compassed me about, 
Even to the soul. 

fhe deep was round about me; 
The weeds were wrapped about my head. 

I went down lo the bottoms of the mountains; 
The earth with her bars closed upon me for ever. 

Yet hast thou brought up my life from the pit, 0 LORD my God: 
When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the LORD: 

And my prayer came in unto thee, 
Into thine holy temple. 

They that regard lying vanities forsake their own mercy: 
But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; 

I will pay that which I have vowed: 
Salvation is of the LORD.* 

III.-The Preaching at Nineveh 
3 And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, Arise, go 

unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. So 
Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now 

4 Nineveh was an exceeding great city, of three days' journey. And Jonah began to 
enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nine\'eh 
shall be overthrown. And the people of Nine\'eh believed God; and they proclaimed 
a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. And 
the tidings reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and laid his 

7 robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he made proc
lamation and published through Nineveh, by the decree of the king and his nobles, 
saying: 'Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not 
feed, nor drink water: but let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and beast, 
and let them cry mightily unto God: yea, let them tum every one from his evil way, 

9 and from the violence that is in their hands. Who knoweth whether God will not 
tum and repent, and tum away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?' And 
God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the 
evil, which he said he would do unto them: and he did it not. 

4 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. And he prayed unto the 
LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my 
country? Therefore I hasted to flee unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gra
cious God, and full of compassion, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy, and repent
est thee of the evil. Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; 

4 for it is better for me to die than to live. And the LORD said, Doest thou well to be 
angry? Then Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and 
there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would 

* And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 
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become of the city. And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up 
oYer Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deli,·cr him from his evil case. 
So Jonah was exceeding glad because of the gourd. But God prepared a worm 7 
when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd, that it withered. And it 
came to pass, when the sun arose, that God prepared a sultry east wind; and the sun 
beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and requested for himself that he might 
rlic, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. And God said to Jonah, Doest g 
thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry even unto 
death. And the LORD said: Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast 
not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a 
night: and should not I ha Ye pity on Nineveh, that great city; wherein are more than n 
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their 
left hand; and also much cattle? 
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Micah ->e Books of the Prophets 

l A Discourse of Judgement and Salvation 

2 Hear, ye peoples, all of you; hearken, 0 earth, and all that therein is: and let 
the Lord GoD be witness among you, the Lord from his holy temple. For, behold, 
the LORD cometh forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high 
places of the earth. And the mountains shall be molten under him, and the valleys 
shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, as waters that are poured down a steep place. 

5 For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. 
What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what arc the high places 
of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of 
the field, and as the plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof 

7 into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof. And all her graYen images 
shall be beaten to pieces, and all her hires shall be burned with fire, and all her idols 
will I lay desolate: for of the hire of an harlot hath she gathered them, and unto the 
hire of an harlot shall they return. 

II 

8 For this will I wail and howl; 

IO 

12 

14 

16 

I will go stripped and naked: 
I will make a wailing like the jackals, 
And a mourning like the ostriches. 

For her wounds are incurable: 
For it is come even unto Judah; 
It reacheth unto the gate of my people, 
Even to Jerusalem. 

Tell it not in Gath: 
Weep not at all; 
At Beth-le-Aphrah roll thyself-in the dust; 
Pass ye away, 0 inhabitant of Shaphir, in nakedness and shame. 

The inhabitant of Zaanan is not come forth;· 
The wailing of Beth-ezcl shall take from you the stay thereof; 
For the inhabitant of Maroth waiteth anxiously for good: 
Because evil is come down from the LORD unto the gate of Jerusalem. 

Bind the chariot to the 'swift steed,' 0 inhabitant of 'Lachish': 
She was the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zion, 
For the transgressions of Israel were found in thee. 

Therefore shalt thou give a parting gift to Moresheth-gath; 
The houses of 'Achzib' shall be 'a deceitful thing' unto the kings of 

Israel; 
I will yet bring unto thee, 0 inhabitant of 'Mareshah,' him that shall 

'possess' thee. 

The glory of Israel shall come even unto Adullam: 
Make thee bald, and poll thee for the children of thy delight; 
Enlarge thy baldness as the eagle: 
For they are gone into captivity from thee. 
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Ill 

\Yoe to them that devise iniquity and work evil upon their beds! when the morning 2 
i; light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand. And they covet 
fields, and seize them; and houses, and take them away: and they oppress a man 
and his house, even a man and his heritage. Therefore thus saith the LORD: Behold, 
against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks, 
neither shall ye lA'alk haughtily; for it is an evil time. In that day shall they take up a 4 
parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, and say: 

We be utterly spoiled: 
He changeth the portion of my people: 

How doth he remove it from me! 
To the rebellious he divideth our fields. 

Therefore thou shalt have none that shall cast the line by lot in the congregation of 
the LORD. 

IV 

Prophesy ye 1101 - thus they prophesy - they shall not prophesy of these things: 6 
1'1.-ir reproaches 11cvcr cease I -- Shall it lie said, 0 house of Jacob, Is the spirit of the 
LoRD straitened? are these his doings? Do not my words do good to him that 
walketh uprightly? But of late my people is risen up as an enemy: ye strip the robe 
irom off the garment from them that pass by securely as men averse from war. The 9 
women of my people ye cast out from their pleasant houses; from their young chil
dren ye take away my glory for ever. Arise ye, and depart; for this is not your rest: 
because of uncleanness that destroycth, ewn with a grievous destruction. 

If a man walking in wind and falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee 11 

of wine and of strong drink; he shall even be the prophet of this people. 

'I will surely assemble, 0 .Tacob, all of thee; 12 

I will surely galher the rcm11a11t of Israel: 
I will put lhem loge/her as the sheep of Bo;ralt: 

As a flock in the midst of their pasture. 
They shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men: 

The breaker is gone up before them; 13 
They have brokm forlh and passed 011 lo the gate, 

A 11d are ,;one 0111 thereat; 
And lheir king is passed 011 before them, 

A11d lire LORD at the head o/ them.' 

And I said, Hear, I pray you, ye heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel: 3 
is it not for you lo know judgement? who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck 
oil their skin from oil them, and their flesh from off their bones; who also eat the flesh 
of my people; and they flay their skin from off them, and break their bones: yea, 
they chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron. Then shall 4 
they cry unto the LORD, hut he will not answer them: yea, he will hide his face 
from them at that time, according as they have wrought evil in their doings. Thus 
saith the LORD concerning the prophets that make my people to err; that bite with 
their teeth and cry, Peace; and whoso putteth not into their mouths, they even pre
pare war against him: Therefore it shail be night unto you, that ye shall have no 6 
vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall 
go down upon the prophets, and the day shall be black over them. And the seers 
shall be ashamed, and the diviners confounded; yea, they shall all cover their lips: 
for there is no answer of God. But I truly am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, 8 
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and of judgement, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to 
Israel his sin. 

v 
9 Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and rulers of the house of 

Israel, that abhor judgement, and pervert all equity. They build up Zion with blood 
and Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priest~ 
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they 
lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD in the midst of us? no evil shall come 

12 upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem 
shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest. 

VI 

4 But in the latter days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the LoRD's 
house shall be established at the head of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above 
the hills; and peoples shall flow unto it. And many nations shall p;o and say, Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall 

3 go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judge 
between many peoples, and shall reprove strong nations afar off; and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. But they shall sit 
every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: 

5 for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it. For all the peoples will walk 
every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our God 
for ever and ever. In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and 
I will gather her that is driven away, and her that I have afflicted; and I will make her 
that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD 

a shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth even for ever. And thou, 0 
tower of the flock, the hill of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come; yea, 
the former dominion shall come, the kingdom of the daughter of Jerusalem. 

VII 

9 Now why dost thou cry out aloud? Js there no king in thee, is thy counsellor 
perished, that pangs have taken hold of thee as of a woman in travail? Be in pain, 
and labour to bring forth, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for now 
shalt thou go forth out of the city, and shalt dwell in the field, and shalt come even 
unto Babylon, there shalt thou be rescued; there shall the LORD redeem thee from 
the hand of thine enemies. 

11 And now many nations arc assembled against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, 
and let our eye see its desire upon Zion. But they know not the thoughts of the 
LORD, neither understand they his counsel: for he hath gathered them as the sheaves 
to the threshing-floor. Arise and thresh, 0 daughter of Zion: for I will make thin~ 
horn iron, and I will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many peoples: 
and thou shalt devote their gain unto the LORD, and their substance unto the Lord of 
the whole earth. 

5 Now shalt thou gather thyself in troops, 0 daughter of troops: 'He hath laid siege 
against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the check.' But 
thou, Beth-lehem Ephrathah, which art little t.o be among t~e thousands of Ju~ah, 
out of thee shall one come forth unto me that 1s to be ruler m Israel: whose gomgs 

3 forth are from of old, from ancient days. Therefore will he give them up, until the 
time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the residue of his b~ethren 
shall return with the children of Israel. And he shall stand, and shall feed his flock 
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in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God: and 
tl1cy shall abide; for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. And this S 
man shall be our peace: when the Assyrian shall come into our land, and when he 
shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight 
principal men. And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land 
of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: and he shall deliver us from the Assyrian, when 
lie cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our border. And the remnant 7 
of Jacob shall be in the midst of many peoples as dew from the LORD, as showers upon 
the grass; that ta rrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men. And the 
remnant of Jacob shall be among the nations, in the midst of many peoples, as a lion 
among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if 
he go through, treadeth down and teareth in pieces, and there is none to deliver. 

Let thine hand be lifted up above thine adversaries; 9 
And let all thine enemies be cut off! 

And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that I will cut off thy horses 
out of the midst of thee, and will destroy thy chariots: and I will cut off the cities of 
thy land, and will throw down all thy strong holds: and I will cut off witchcrafts out 12 

of thine hand; and thou shalt have no more soothsayers: and I will cut off thy graven 
images and thy pillars out of the midst of thee; and thou shalt no more worship the 
"·ork of thinl' hands. And I will pluck up thine Asherim out of the midst of thee: 
and I will destroy thy cities. And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury upon ,5 
the nations which hearken not. 

The LORD'S Controversy before the Mountains 
THE LORD. - Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear 

thy voice. Hear, 0 ye mountains, the LORD'S controversy, and ye endu'ring founda
tions of the earth: for the LORD hath a controversy with his people, and he will 
plead with Israel. 

6 

0 my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee?3 
tc·:;tify against me. For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed 
thee out of the house of bondage; and I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and l\Iiriam. 
() my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam 
the son of Bear answered him; remember from Shittim unto Gilgal, that ye may 
know the righteous acts of the LORD. 

THE PEOPLE. - Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself be- 6 
fore the high God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a 
year old i' \\'ill the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands 
of rivers of oil" Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body 
for the sin of my soul? 

THE ::\Iov~TAIXS. - He hath shewed thee, 0 man, what is good; and what doth 8 
the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God? 

The LORD'S Cry and the Man of Wisdom 
The voice of the LORD crieth unto the city, and the Man of Wisdom will 9 

see thy name. 

THE LORD. - Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. Are there yet the 
treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is 
abominable? Shall I be pure with wicked balances, and with a bag of deceitful 11 
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12 weights? For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof 
have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. Therefore I also have 
smitten thee with a grievous wound; I have made thee desolate because of thy sins. 
Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied; and thy humiliation shall be in the midst of thee: 
"and thou shalt remove, but shalt not carry away safe; and that which thou carriest 

15 away will I give up to the sword. Thou shalt sow, but shalt not reap: thou shalt 
tread the olives, but shalt not anoint thee with oil; and the vintage, but shalt not 
drink the wine. For the statutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the house of 
Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels: that I should make thee a desolation, and the 
inhabitants thereof an hissing; and ye shall bear the reproach of my people. 

7 THE DESPAIRING PEOPLE. - Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered 
the summer fruits, as the grape gleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to cat; 
nor lirstripc fig which my soul desired. The godly man is perished out of the earth, 
and there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every 

3 man his brother with a net. Both hands are put forth for evil to do it diligently; 
the prince asketh, and the judge is ready for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth 
the mischief of his soul: thus they weave it together. The best of them is as a brier: 
the most upright is worse than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen, even thy 

5 visitation, is come; now shall be their perplexity. Trust ye not in a friend, put ye 
not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy 
bosom. For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her 
mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man's enemies are the men 
of his own house. 

7 Tim MAN OF W1sDm1. - Ilut as for me, I will look unto the LORD; I will wait 
for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me. Rejoice not against me, 0 min" 
enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light 
unto me. I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I have sinned against hirn; 
until he ple:;id my cause, and execute judgement for me: he will bring me forth to the 

ro light, and I shall behold his righteousness. Then mine enemy shall see it, and shame· 
shall cover her; which said unto me, Where is the LORD thy God? Mine eyes shall 
behold her; now shall she be trodden clown as the mire of the streets. 

u THE LORD. -A day for building thy walls! in that day shall the decree be far 
removed. Jn that clay shall they come unto thee, from Assyria and the cities of 
Egypt, and from Egypt even to the River, and from sea to sea, and from mountain to 
mountain. Yet shall the land be desolate because of them that dwell therein, for 
the fruit of their doings. 

14 TnE MAN OF WISDOM. - Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, 
which dwell solitarily, in the forest in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan 
and Gilead, as in the days of old. 

THE LORD. - As in the clays of thy corning forth out of the land of Egypt will T 
shew unto him marvellous things. 

16 THE 1\-IAN OF WrsDOM. - The nations shall sec and be ashamed of all their might: 
they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their t"ars shall be deaf. They shall lick 
the dust like a serpent; like crawling things of the earth they shall come trembling 
out of their close places: they shall come with fear unto the LORD our God, and shall 
be afraid because of thee. 

rB Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the trans-
gression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he 

-delighteth in mercy. He will turn again and have compassion upon us; he will 
tread our iniquities under foot: and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of 
~he sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which 
thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old. 
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NAHUM 
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The Oracle concerning Nineveh 

l 

The LORD is a jealous God and avenge th; the LORD avengeth and is full of wrath; 2 

the LORD taketh vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies. 
The LoRD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will by no means clear the guilty: 
the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust 
oi his feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the ri\·ers: 
Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The 5 
mountains quake at him, and the hills melt; and the earth is upheaved at his presence, 
yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. \\'ho can stand before his indignation) 
anrl who can a hide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, 
and the rocks are broken asunder by him. 

The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that 7 
put their trust in him. 

But with an overrunning flood he will make a full end of the place thereof, and 
will pursue his enemies into darkness. 

II 

What do ye imagine against the LORD? he will make a full end: affliction shall 9 
not rise up the seccnd time. For though they be like tangled thorns, and be drencher! 
as it were in their drink, they shall be devoured utterly as dry stubble. There is 
one gone forth out of thee, that imagineth evil against the LORD, that counsclleth 
wickedness. Thus saith the LORD: Though they be in full strength, and likewise 12 

many, even so shall they be cut down, and he shall pass away. 
Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more. And now will I break 

his yoke from off thee, and will burst thy bonds in sunder. 
And the LORD hath given commandment concerning thee, that no more of thy 14 

name be sown; out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the 
molten image; I will make thy grave; for thou art vile. 
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III 

15 Behold, upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub-
lisheth peace! Keep thy feasts, 0 Judah, perform thy vows: for the wicked one shall 
no more pass through thee; he is utterly cut off. 

2 

3 

5 

8 

IO 

II 

He that dasheth in pieces is come up before thy face: 
Keep the munition; watch the way; 

Make thy loins strorig, 
Fortify thy power mightily. 

For the LORD bringeth again the excellency of Jacob, as the excellency of Israel: 
for the emptiers have emptied them out, and marred their vine branches. 

The shield of his mighty men is made red: 
The valiant men are in scarlet: 

The chariots flash with steel in the day of his preparation, 
And the spears are shaken terribly. 

The chariots rage in the streets, 
They justle one against another in the broad ways: 

The appearance of them is like torches, 
They run like the lightnings. 

He remembereth his worthies: 
They stumble in their march; 

They make haste to the wall thereof, 
And the mantelet is prepared. 

The gates of the rivers are opened, and the palace is dissolved: 
And Huzzah is uncovered; she is carried away; 

And her handmaids mourn as with the voice of doves, 
Tabering upon their breasts. 

But Nineveh hath been from of old like a pool of water; 
Yet they flee away: 

'Stand, stand' -
But none looketh back. 

Take ye the spoil of silver, 
Take the spoil of gold: 

For there is none end of the store, 
The glory of all pleasant furniture. 

She is empty, and void, and waste: 
And the heart melteth, and the knees smite together; 

And anguish is in all loins, 
And the faces of them all are waxed pale. 

rv 
When~ is the den of the lions, 

And the feeding place of the young lions, 
Where the lion and the lioness walked, 

The lion's whelp, and none made them afraid? 
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The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, 
And strangled for his lionesses; 

And filled his caves with prey, 
And his dens with ravin. 

v 

Nahum 

12 

Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will bum her chariots 13 
in the smoke, and the sword shall devour thy young lions: and I will cut off thy prey 
from the earth, and the Yoice of thy messengers shall no more be heard. 

Woe to the bloody city! 3 
It is all full of lies and rapine; 
The prey departeth not. 

The noise of the whip, and the noise of the rattling of wheels; 
And pransing horses, and jumping chariots; 
The horseman mounting, and the flashing sword, and the glittering spear; 3 

And a multitude of slain, and a great heap of carcases: 
And there is none end of the corpses; 
They stmn ble upon their corpses: 

Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the well favoured harlot, 4 
The mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, 
And families through her "·itchcrafts. 

' Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will discover thy skirts 5 
upon thy face; and I will shew the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy 
shame. And I will cast abominable filth upon ~hee, and make thee vile, and will 
"et thee as a gazingstock. And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon thee 7 
shall flee from thee, and say: 

VI 

NineYeh is laid waste: who will bemoan her? 
Whence shall I seek com forlers for thee? 

Art thou helter than No-amon, that was situate among the rivers, 
Thal had the waters round about her; 

\Vhose ram part was the sea, 
And her wall was of the sea? 

8 

Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, and it was infinite; 
Put and Luhim were thy helpers: 

Yet was she carried away, she went into captivity: re 
Her young children also were dashed in pieces at the top of all the 

streets: 

And they cast lots for her honourable men, 
An<! all her great men were hound in chains: 

Thou also shalt he drunken, thou shalt be hid; 
Thou also shalt seek a strong hold because of the enemy. 

All thy fortresses shall be like fig trees with the firstripe figs: 
If they be shaken, 
They fall into the mouth of the eater. 
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13 Behold, thy people in the midst of thee are women; 
The gates of thy land are set wide open unto thine enemies; 
The fire hath devoured thy bars. 

Draw thee water for the siege; 
Strengthen thy fortresses: 

Go into the clay, and tread the mortar, make strong the brick kiln: 
rs There shall the fire devour thee; the sword shall cut thee off. 

It shall devour thee like the cankerworrn: 
Make thyself many as the cankerworrn, make thyself many as the 

locust. 
Thou hast multiplied thy merchants above the stars of heaven: 

The cankerworrn spreadeth himself, and fiieth away. 

17 Thy crowned are as the locusts, and thy marshals as the swarms of grass-
hoppers, 

Which camp in the hedges in the cold day, 
But when the sun arisclh they flee away, 

And their place is not known where they are. 

VII 

1s Thy shepherds slum her, 0 king of Assyria, 
Thy worthies are at rest: 

Thy people are scattered upon the mountains, 
And there is none to gather them. 

There is no assuaging of. thy hurt; 
Thy wound is grievous: 

All that hear the bruit of thee clap the hands over thee: 
For upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually? 



The Oracle which 

HABAKKUK 
the Prophet did see 

A RHAPSODY OF THE CHALDEANS 

I. - The Mystery l 

THE PROPHET. - 0 LORD, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear? I cry 2 

out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save. Why dost thou shew me iniquity, 
and cause me to look upon perwrseness? for spoiling and violence arc before me: 
and there is strife, and contention 1iseth up. Therefore the law is slacked, and judge
ment doth neYcr go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; there
fore judgement gricth forth perverted. 

T11 E LoRIJ. - Behold ye among the nations, and regard, and wonder marvel- 5 
lously: for I work a work in your days, which ye will not believe though it be told you. 
For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation; which march through 
the brearlth of the earth, to possess dwelling places that are not theirs. They are 
terrible and dreadful: their judgement and their dignity proceed from themsch·es. 
Their horses abo are swifter than leopards, and arc more fierce than the evenings 
wo!l·es; ancl their horsemen bear themselves proudly: yea, their horsemen come from 
far; they tly a> an eagle that hasteth to devour. They come all of them for violence; 
their faces arc set eagerly as the cast wind; and they gather captives as the sand. 
Yea, he scoffeth at kings, and princes are a derision unto him: he derideth every ro 
strong hold; for he heapeth up dust, and taketh it. Then shall he sweep by as a 
wind, and shall pass over, and be guilty: even he whose might is his gocl. 

Tm: PROPHET. - Art not thou from everlasting, 0 LORD my God, mine Holy 
One? thou diest not. 0 LoRD, thou hast ordained him for judgement; and thou, 
0 Rock, hast established him for correction. Thou that art of purer eyes than to 13 
behold evil, and that canst not look on perverseness, wJ-ierefore lookest thou upon 
them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy peace when the wicked swalloweth up 
the man that is more righteous than he; and makest men as Lhe fishes of the sea, as 
the creeping things, that have no ruler over them? He taketh up all of them with the 
angle, he catcheth them in his net, and gathereth them in his drag: therefore he re
joiceth and is glad. Therefore he sacrificeth unto his net, and bumeth incense unto 16 
his drag; because by them his portion is fat, and his meat plenteous. Shall he there
fore empty his net, and not spare to slay the nations continually? 
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II. - The Solution 
i Trm PROPHET. - I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and 

will look forth to see what he will speak by me, and what I shall answer concerning 
my complaint. 

THE LORD. - Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run 
3 that readeth il. for the vision is yet for the appointed time, and it hasteth toward 

the end, and shall not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, 
it will not delay. Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright in him: but the just 
'hall live in his faithfulness. Yea, moreover, wine is a treacherous dealer, a haughty 
ll'an, and that keepeth not at home; who enlargeth his desire as hell, and he is as 
death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto 

6 him all peoples. 

Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb 
against him, and say: 

Doom of the Chaldeans 
WoE to him that increaseth that which is not his, 

-How long?-
And that ladeth himself with pledges! 

7 Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall exact usury of thee, and awake that 

9 

shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto them? Because thou hast spoiled 
many nations, all the remnant of the peoples shall spoil thee; because of men's blood, 
and for the violence done to the land, to the city and to all that dwell therein. 

WOE to him that getteth an evil gain for his house, 
That he may set his nest on high, 
That he may be delivered from the hand of evil! 

Thou hast consulted shame lo thy house, by cutting off many peoples, and hast 
n sinned against thy soul. For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of 

the timber shall answer it. 

WoE to him that buildeth a town with blood, 
And stahlisheth a city by iniquity! 

Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts that the peoples labour for the lire, and the 
14 nations weary themselves for vanity? for the earth shall be filled with the knowledge 

of Lhe glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

WoE unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, 
That addest thy venom thereto, 

And makest him drunken also, 
That thou mayest look on their nakedness! 

16 Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink thou also, and be as one uncircumcised: 
the cup of the LORD'S right hand shall be turned unto thee, and foul shame shall be 
upon thy glory. For the violence done to Lebanon shall cover thee, and the destruc
tion of the beasts, which made them afraid; because of men's blood, and for the 
violence done to the land, to the city and to all that dwell therein. 
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\\'hat profiteth the graven image, that the maker thereof hath graven it; the 18 
molten image, and the teacher of lies, that the maker oi his work trusteth therein, to 
make dumb idols?-

WoE unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; 
To the dumb stone, Arise! 

Shall this teach? Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath 
at all in the midst of it. But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep 20 

silence before him ! 

111.-Jehovah come to Judgement 
Prelude 

0 LORD, I have heard the report of thee, and am afraid: 
0 LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, 
In the midst of the years make it known: 
In wrath remember mercy! 

Strophe 
God cometh from Teman, 
And the Holy One from Mount Paran. 
His glory co,·ereth the heavens, 
And the earth is full of his praise. 
And his brightness is as the light; 
He hath rays coming forth from his hand; 
And there is the hiding of his power. 
Before him goeth the pestilence, 
And fiery bolts go forth at his feet. 
He standeth and shaketh the earth; 
He beholdeth, and driveth asunder the nations: 
And the eternal mountains arc scattered, 
The everlasting hills do bow; 
His ways are everlasting. 
I see the tents of Cushan in affiiction; 
The curtains of the land of ~lidian do tremble. 

Antistroplzc 
Is the LORD displeased against the rivers? 
Is thine anger against the rivers, or thy wrath against the sea, 
That thou dost ride upon thine horses, 
Upon thy chariots of salvation? 
Thy how is made quite bare; 
Sworn are the chastisements of thy word. 
Thou dost cleave the earth with rivers· 
The mountains see thee and arc afraid

0

; 

The tempest of waters passcth by; 
The deep uttereth his voice, 
And lifteth up his hands on high; 
The sun and moon stand still in their habitation 
At the lig.ht of thine arrows as they go, 
At the shining of thy glittering spear. 
Thou dost march through the land in indignation, 
Thou dost thresh the nations in anger. 
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Epode 
Thou art come for the salvation of thy people, 
For the salvation of thine anointed: 
Thou dost smite off the head from the house of the wicked, 
Laying bare the foundation even unto the neck. 
Thou dost pierce with his own staves the head of his warriors: 
(They came as a whirlwind to scatter me, 
Their rejoicing was as to devour the poor secretly:) 
Thou dost tread the sea with thine horses, the surge of mighty waters. 

Postlude 
I heard, and my belly trembled, 
My lips quivered at the voice; 
Rottenness entered into my bones, and I trembled in my place: 
That I should rest waiting for the day of trouble, 
When he that shall invade them in troops cometh up against the people. 
For though the fig tree shall not blossom, 
Neither shall fruit be in the vines; 
The labour of the olive shall fail, 
And the fields shall yield no meat; 
The flock shall be cut olT from the fold, 
And there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, 
And he maketh my feet like hinds' feet, 
And will make me to walk upon mine high places.* 

* For the Chief Musician, on my stringed instruments. -A Prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, 
set to Shigionoth. 
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1 THE DAY OF THE LORD 

I 

2 I will utterly consume all things from off the face of the ground, saith the LORD. 
I will consume man and beast; I will consume Lhe fowls of the heaven, and the fishes 
of Lhe sea, and the ~tumblingblocks with the wicked; and I will cut off man from ofI 
the face of Lhe ground, saith the Lo1m. And I will stretch out mine hand upon 
Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of 

5 Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarim with the priests; and them that 
worship the hosl of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship, which swear 
lo the LORD and swear by Malcam; and them that are turned back from following the 
LORD; and those that have not sought the Lo1m, nor inquired after him. 

7 Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord Goo: 
For the Day of the LORD is at hand: 

For the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, 
He hath sanctified his guests! 

8 And it shall come to pass in the clay of the LORD'S sacrifice, that I will punish the 
princes, and the king's sons, and all such as are clothed with foreign apparel. And in 
Lhal day I will punish all Lhose that leap over the thrcsh0ld, which fill Lheir master's 
house with violence and deceit. And in that day, sailh the LORD, there shall be the 
noise of a cry from the fish gate, and an howling from the second quarter, and a great 
crashing from the hills. 

II Howl, ye inhabitants of The Mortar! 
For all the. merchant people are undone: 
All they that were laden with silver are cut off. 

12 And it shall come to pass at that Lime, that I will search Jerusalem with candles; 
and I will punish the men that arc selllcd on their Ices, that say in their heart, The 
LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil. And their wealth shall become a 
spoil, and their houses a desolation; yea, they shall build houses, but shall not in
habit them; and they s.hall plant vineyards, but shall not drink the wine thereof. 

15 

16 

The great Day of the LORD is near: 
It is near and hasteth greatly! 

Even the voice of the Day of the LORD; 
The mighty man crieth there bitterly! 

That Day is a day of wrath, 
A day of trouble and distress, 

A day of wastcncss and desolation, 
A day of darkness and gloominess, 

A day of clouds and thick darkness, 
A day of the trumpet and alarm 

Against the fenced cities, 
And against the high battlements! 

And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they 
have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their 
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flesh as dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the 18 
dav of the i.oRD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his 
jea'.Iousy: for he shall make an end, yea, a terrible end, of all them that dwell in the 
land. 

Gather yourselYCs together, yea, gather together, 
0 nation that hath no shame; 

Before the decree bring forth, 
Before the day pass as the chaff, 
Before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, 
Before the Day of the LoRD's Anger come upon you. 

Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, 
Which have wrought his judgement; 

Seek righteousness, 
Seek meekness: 
Ii may be ye shall be hid 
In the Day of the LoRD's Anger. 

II 

2 

3 

For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkclon a desolation: they shall drive out Ash-4 
dod at the noonday, and Ekron shall be rooted up. 

\\'oe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, 
The nation of the Chercthites ! 

The word of the Lo RD is against you, 0 Canaan, the land of the Philistines; I will 
destroy thee, that there shall he no inhabitant. And the sea coast shall be pastures, 6 
with cottages for shepherds and folds for flocks. And the coast shall be for the rem
nant of the house of Judah; they shall feed their flocks thereupon: in the housc:s of 
:\shkelon shall they lie down in the evening; for the LORD their God shall visit them, 
and bring again their captivity. I have heard the reproach of l\foab, and the rcvilings s 
of the children of Ammon, wherewith they have reproached my people, and magni
fied themselves against their border. Therefore as I live, saith the LORD of hosts, 
the God of Israel: Surely l\1oab shall be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as 
Gomorrah, a possession of nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the resi
due of my people shall spoil them, and the remnant of my nation shall inherit them. 
Tl1is shall they have for their pride, because they have reproached and magnified 10 

themselves against the people of the LoRn of hosts. The LORD will be terrible unto 
them: for he will famish all the gods of the earth; an<l men shall worship him, every 
one from his place, even all the isles of the nations. Ye Ethiopians also, ye shail be 
slain by my sword. And he will stretch out his hand against the north. and destroy 13 
Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like the wilderness. And 
herds shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the pelican 
a~rl the porcupine shall lodge in the chapiters thereof: their voice shall sing in the 
1·.•mdows; desolation shall be in the thresholds: for he hath laid bare the cedar work. 

This is the joyous city, 
That dwelt carelessly, 
That said in her heart, I am, 
And there is none else beside me: 

How is she become a desolation, 
A place for beasts to lie down in ! 
Every one that passeth by her shall hiss, 
And wag his hand. 
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3 Woe to her that is rebellious and polluted, 
To the oppressing city I 

She obeyed not the voice; 
She received not correction; 
She trusted not in the LORD; 
She drew not near to her God. 

3 Her princes in the midst of her are roaring lions; 
Her judges are evening wolves; 
They leave nothing till the morrow. 
Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: 
Her priests have profaned the sanctuary, 
They have done violence to the law. 

5 'The LORD in the midst of her is righteous; 
He will not do iniquity; 
Every morning doth he bring his judgement to -light, 
He faileth not; 
But the unjust knoweth no shame. 

6 I have cut off nations, their battlements arc desolate; I have made their streets waste, 
that none passeth by; their cities are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is 
none inhabitant. I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive correction; so 
her dwelling should not be cut off; according to all that I have appointed concerning 

8 her: but they rose early and corrupted all their doings. Therefore wait ye for me,. 
saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to 
gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine in
dignation, even all my fierce anger; for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire 
of my jealousy. 

III 

9 For then will I tum to the peoples a pure language, that they may all call upon the 
name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent. From beyond the rivers of Ethio
pia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering. In 
that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed 
against me: for then I will take away out of the midst of thee thy proudly exulting 

12 ones, and thou shalt no more be haughty in my holy mountain. But I will leave 
in the midst of thee an afilicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of 
the LORD. The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall 
a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and 
none shall make them afraid. 

14 Sing, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 Israel; 
Be glad and rejoice with all the heart, 0 daughter of Jerusalem. 

The LORD hath taken away thy judgements, 
He hath cast out thine enemy: 
The king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: 
Thou shalt not fear evil any more. 

In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: 
0 Zion, let not thine hands be slack. 

The LORD thy God is in the midst of thee, 
A mighty one who will save: 
He will rejoice over thee with joy, he will rest in his love, 
He will joy over thee with singing. 
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I will gather them that sorrow for the solemn assembly, who were of thee: to whom 18 
the bu.rclen upon her was a reproach. Behold, at that time I will deal with all them 
that alllict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven away; 
and I "·ill make them a praise and a name, whose shame hath been in all the earth. 
:\t that time will I bring you in, and at that Lime will I gather you: for I will make 20 

you a name and a praise among all the peoples of the earth, when I bring again your 
captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD. 

THE BOOK OF HAGGAI 

PROPHECIES TO THE BUILDERS OF THE TEMPLE 

In tire second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day o/ 1 
the 111011/h, came the word of the /,nRn by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel 
the son of Sltcalticl, go1Jemor oj Judah, and to Joshua the son oj Jehozadak, the 
high priest, saying: 

Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, It is not the time for 2 

us to come, the time for the LORD'S house to be built. Then came the word of the 
Lmrn by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your 
ciclcd houses, while this house lieth waste? Now therefore thus saith the LORD of 
hosts: Consider your ways. Ye have sown much, and hring in Jillie; ye cat, but ye 6 
ha1·e not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there 
is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages Lo put it into a bag with 
hob. Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. Go up to the mountain, 
and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be 
glori!icd, :saith the Loirn. Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye9 
brou~l1t it home, I did blow upon il. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of 
mine house that Jicth waste, while ye run every man to his own house. Therefore 
for your sake the heaven is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from her fruit. 
Anrl I caller! for a drought upon the land, ancl upon the mountains, and upon the corn, 
and upon the wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, 
and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the labour of the hands. 

Then Zcrubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 12 

priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, 
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; nnd the 
people did fear before the LORD. Then spake Haggai the LORD'S messenger in the 
LORD'S message unto the people, saying, I am with you, saith the LORD. And the 14 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all 
1he remnant of the people; and they came and did work in the house of the LORD 
of hosts, their God, in the four and twentieth day of the month, in the sixth month, 
in the second year of Darius the king. · 
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II 
2 In the sroenth month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the 

word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying: 

Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealticl, governor of Judah, and to Joshua 
the son of J ehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying, 

3 Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? and how do ye see it 
now? is it not in your eyes as nothing? Yet now be strong, 0 Zerubbabel, saith 
the L01m; ~.nd be strong, 0 Joshua, son of J ehozadak, the high priest; and be 
strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, 
saith the Lo1m of hosts, according to the word that I covenanted with you when ye 

6 came out of Egypt, and my· spirit abode among you: fear ye not. For thus saith 
the Lmm of hosts: Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and 
the earth. and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the de
sirable things of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts. 

9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, saith the LORD of 
hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts. 

Ill 
10 In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, 

came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying: 

II Thus saith the LORD oi hosts: Ask now the priests concerning the law, saying, 
If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his garment, and with his skirt do touch bread, or 
pottage, or wine, or oil, or any meat, shall it become holy? And the priests answered 
and said, No. Then said Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any 
of these, shall it be unclean? And the priests answered and said, It shall be unclean. 

14 Then answered Haggai and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before me, 
saith the LORD; and so is every work of their hands; and that which they offer thPrc 
is unclean. And now, I pray you, consider from this clay and upward, from before 
a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the LORD: through all that time, when 
one came to an heap of twenty measures, there were but ten; when one came to the 

17 winefat for to draw out fifty vessels, there were but twenty. I smote you with blast
ing and with mildew and with hail in all the work of your hands; yet ye turner! not 
lo me, saith the LORD. Consider, I pray you, from this day and upward, from the 
four and twentieth day of the ninth month, since the day that the foundation of the 

19 LORD'S temple was laid, consider it. Is the seed yet in the barn? yea, the villl', 
and the fig tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree hath not brought forth; from 
this day will I bless you. 

IV 
20 And the word of the LORD came the second time unto Haggai in the four au(~ 

twentieth day of the month, saying, Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah 
saying: 

22 I will shake t11e heavens and the earth: and I will overthrow the throne of king· 
doms, and I will destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will over
throw the chariots, and those that ride in them; and the horses and their riders shall 
come down, every one by the sword of his brother. In that day, saith the LORD of 
hosts, will I take thee, 0 Zerubbabel, my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the LORD, 
and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the LORD of hosts. 
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THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH 

The Prophet's Manifesto 

The Sevenfold Vision 

The Inquiry on Fasting 

The Prophet's Manifesto 
fo :lte eif;hlh month, in tire second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD 1 

unto Zechariah the s011 of Berechiah, the son of Iddo, the prophet, saying: 

The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. Therefore say thou unto 
them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Return unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I 
will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom 4 
the former prophets cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Return ye now from 
your evil ways, and from your e\il doings: but they did not h_ear, nor hearken unto 
me, saith the LORD. Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live 
for ewr) But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my sen·ants the proph-6 
ets, did they not overtake your fathers? and they turned and said, Like as the LoRD 
of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, 
so hath he dealt with us. 

The Sevenfold Vision 
U pan t/1e four and tweirtieth d.1~· of the eleventh month, which is the month 7 

Shcbat, in tlze second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah 
the sgn of Berechiah, the son of lddo, the prophet, saying: 

The Vis ion 0 pens 
I saw in the night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among 8 

the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him there were horses, red, sor
rel, and white. Then said I, 0 my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked 
with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. And the man that stood among 
the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk 
to and fro through the earth. And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood n 
among the myrtle trees, and said, \Ve have walked lo and fro through the earth, and, 
behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest. Then the angel of the LoRn answered 
and said, 0 LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on 
the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and 
ten years? And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words, 13 
eve~ comfortable words. So the angel that talked with me said unto me, Cry thou, · 
saying, '"!'hus saith the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with 
a great iealousy. And I am very sore displeased with the nations that are at ease: 
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16 for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the amiction. Therefore 
thus saith the LoRD: I am returned lo Jerusalem with mercies; my house shall be 
built in it, saith the Lo1rn of hosts, and a line shall he stretched forth over Jerusalem. 
Cry yet again, saying, Thus saith the I.ORD of hosts: My cities shall yet overflow 
with prosperity; and the Lo1m shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. 

Horns and Smiths 
18 And I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behol1l four horns. And I said unto 

the angel that talked with me, What be thc~e? Ancl he answered me, These are the 
horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. And the Lmrn shewed 

21 me four smiths. Then said J, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These 
arc the horns which scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these 
arc come to fray them, lo cast down the horns of the nations, which lifted up their 
horn against the land of Judah lo scatter it. 

The Measuring Line 
2 And I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold a man with a measuring line in 

his hand. Then said I, Whither goesl thou? And he said unto me, To measure 
Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. And, 
behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out lo meet 

4 him, and said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, sayin{!, Jerusalem shall be 
inhabited as villages without walls, by reason of the multitude of men and cattle 
therein. "For I, saith the LoRn, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and I 
will be the glory in the midst of her. Ho, ho, llee from the land of the north, saith the 
Lo11.n:. for I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the h~aven, saith the LORD. 

7 Ho Zion, escape, thou· that clwellest with the daughter of Babylon." For thus saith 
the Lmm of hosts: After glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: 
for he that loucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. For, behold, I will shake 
mine hand over them, and they shall be a spoil to those that served them: and ye 

w shall know that the Lo1rn of hosts hath sent me. "Sing and rejoice, 0 dau11:hter of 
Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LoRn. And 
many nations shall join themselves to the LORD in that <lay, and shall he my people: 
and I will dwell in the midst of thee": and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts 
hath sent me unto thee. And the LORD shall inherit Judah as his portion in the holy 

13 land, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD: for he 
is waked up out of his holy habitation. 

Tltr II ir.h Prirsl and the Advrrsary 
3 And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing liefore the angel of the LoRn, 

and the Adversary standing al his right hand to be his adversary. And the LORI> 
said unto the Adversary, The LORD rebuke thee, 0 Adversary; yea, the LORD that 
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the lire? Now 

4 Joshua was clothed with filthy garments. and stood before the angel. And he an
swered and spake unto those that stood before him. saying, Tah the filthy {!am1ents 
from olT him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity lo pass 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with rich apparel. And he said, Let them set a fair 
diadem upon his head. So they set a fair diadem upon his head, and clothed him with 

6 gnrments; and the angel of the Lo Rn stood by. And the angel of the LORI) protested 
unto Joshua, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts: If thou wilt walk in my ways, 
and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou also shalt judge my house, and shalt also 
keep my courts, and I will give thee a place of access among these that stand by. 

8 Hear now, 0 Joshua the high priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before thee; for 
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they !Ire men which are a sign: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branch. 
For behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua; upon one stone are seven eyes: 9 
behold, I will engra,·e the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove 
the iniquity of that land in one day. In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye 
call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree. 

The Golden Candlestick 
And the ";gel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is 4 

wakened out oi his sleep. And he said unto me, What scest thou?. And I said, I 
have seen, and behold, a candlestick all of gold, with its bowl upon the top of it, and 
its sewn lamps thereon; there are seven pipes to each of the lamps, which are upon 
the to[J thereoi: and two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the 
other upon the left side thereof. And I amwered and spake to the angel that talked 1 
"·ith me, sayin.~. What are these, my lord) Then the angel that talked with me 
answered and said unto me, I\.nowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my 
lord. Then he answered and spake unto me, sa)·ing: This is the word of the LORD 
unto Zcrubbabd, saying, "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the 
I.mm of hosts. Who art thou, 0 grea.t mountain? before Zerubba he! thou shalt 7 
become a plain: and he shall bring forth the head stone with shoutings of Grace, 
grace, unto it.'' !lloreover the word of the l.oRD came unto me, sa)·in11:, The hands of. 
Zcrubbabcl ha Ye laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it; 
and thou shalt know that the LoRJJ of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath 10 

despisecl the clay of small things? for they shall rejoice, and sl{all sec the plummet 
in the hand of Zerubbabel, enn these snen, which are the eyes of the LORD; they 
run to and fro through the whole earth. 

The Sons of Oil 
Then answered J, and said unto him, What are these two oli1·e trees upon Lhe right 11 

side of the candlestick and upon the lefl side thereof? And I answered the second 
time, anrl ,;aid unto him, What be these two olive branches, which by means of the 
two golrlcn spouts empty the golden oil out of themselves? And he answered me 
and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. Then said 14 
he, These are the two Sons of Oil, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth. 

The Flying Roll 
Then again I liflcd up minr eyes, and saw, and behold, a flying roll. And he said 5 

unto me, \\'hat seest thou' And I answered, J sec a Jlving roll; the lrngth thereof 
is twenty cubit,;, ancl the breadth thereof ten cubits. Then said he unto me, This is 
the curse that goeth forth over the face of the whole land: for every one that stealeth 
shall lie purger! out on the one side accordin11: to it; and every one that swcareth shall 
be pur11:c<l out on the other side according to it. I will cause it to go forth, saith the 4 
L<>Rll of hosts, and it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him 
that sweareth falsely by my name: and it shall abide in the midst of his house, and 
shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof. 

The Ephah and the Talent 
. Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up nows 

thme eyes, and see what is this that 11:oeth forth. And I said, What is it? And he 
;;aid, This is the ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance 
mall the land: (and behold, there was lifted upµ talent of lead:) and this is a woman 
sitting in the midst of the ephah. And he said This is Wickedness· and he cast her 8 
down into the midst of the ephah: and he cast the weight of lead ~pon the mouth 
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9 thereof. Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold, there came forth two 
women, and the wind was in their wings: now they had wings like the win11:s of a 
stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. Then said 
I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? And he said 
unto me, To build her an house in the land of Shinar: and when it is prepared, she 
shall be set there upon her own base. 

The Vision Closes 

6 And again L lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and behold, there came four chariots 
out from between the two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. 
In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; and in 
the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled bay horses. Then I 
answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? 

s And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four winds of heaven, which 
go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. The chariot wherein are 
the black horses goeth forth toward the north country; and the white went forth 
after them; and the grisled went forth toward the south country. And the bay 
went forth, and sought to go that they mi11:ht walk to and fro through the earth: anti 
he saicl, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro 

a.through the earth. Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Beholcl, 
they that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country. 

*** 
9 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Take of them of the captivity, 

even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah; and come thou the same day, and go 
into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah, whither they are come from Babylon; 
yea, take of them silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of 

1. Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and speak unto him, saying, Thus 
speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold, the man whose name is the Branch; 
and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: 
even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit 
and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel 

q of peace shall be between them both. And the crowns shall be to I-Idem, and lo 
Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the 
temple of the LORD. And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple 
of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And 
this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God. 

The Inquiry on Fasting 
7 And it came to pass in the fourth year of fling Darius, that the word of the 

LORD came unto Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in Cliislro. 
Now they of Beth-el had sent Sharezer and Regem-melech, and their men, to in
treat the favour of the LORD, and to speak unto the priests of the house of the LOR/J 
of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating 

4 myself, as I have done these so many years? Then came the word of the Lo RD 
of hosts unto me, saying: 

I 

Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying: When ye fasted 
and moum'ed in the fifth and in the ~eventh month, even these seventy years, did ye 

6 at all fast unto me, even to me? And when ye cat, and when ye drink, do not ye eat 
for yourselves, and drink for yourselves? 
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II 

Should ye not hear the words which the LORD hath cried by the former prophets, 7 
when Jerusalem was inhabited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round about 
her, and the South and the lowland were inhabited? 

(And tl1e word of the LORD came unto Zechariah, saying,) 8 

Thus hath the LORD of hosts spoken, saying, "Execute true judgement, and shew 
mercy and compassion every man to his brother: and oppres~ not .the w~dow, :ior t~e 
fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his 
brother in your heart." But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, 11 

and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as 
an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of 
hnsts had sent by his spirit by the hand of the former prophets: therefore came there 
µ-rcat wrath from the LoRD of hosts. And it came to pass that, as he cried, and they 13 
would not hear; so they shall cry, and I will not hear, said the LORD of hosts; but 
I will scatter them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they have not 
known. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor 
r~turned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate. 

III 

(And the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying,) 

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I 
am jealous for her with great fury." 

"Thus saith the LORD: I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called The city of truth; and the mountain of 
the LORD of hosts The holy mountain." 

8 

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts: There shall yet old men and old women dwell 4 
in the streets of Jerusalem, every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And 
the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof." 

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts: If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of 
this people in those days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD 
of hosts." 

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will save my people from the east coun-7 
try, and from the west country: and I will bring them, and they shall dwell in 'the 
midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in trulh 
and in righteousness." 

Thus saith the LORD of hosts: Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these 9 
days these words from the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the 
foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, even the temple, that it might 
be built. For before those days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; 
neither was there any peace lo him that went out or came in because of the adversary 
for I set all men every one against his neighbour. But now I will not be unto the rem· 1 r 
nant of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts. For there shall be 
the seed of peace; the vine shall gi\•e her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, 
~nd the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of \his people lo 
inherit .all these things. And it shall come to pass that, as ye were a curse among 13 
the nations, 0 house of Judah and house of Israel, so will I save you, and ye shall be 
a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. For thus saith the Lmm of hosts: 
As I thought to do evil unto you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the 
LORD of hosts, and I repented not; so again have I thought in these days to do good 
unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not. These are the things that 16 
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ye shalJ do; Speak ye every man the truth with his neighbour; execute the judgemen I 
17 of truth and peace in your gates: and let none of you imagine evil in your hear ls 

against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, 
saith the LORD. 

IV 

18 (And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying,) 

Thus saith the LoRD of hosts: The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the 
fifth, and the fast of Lhe seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of 
Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love truth and peace. 

20 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come 
peoples, and the inhabitants of many cities: and the inhabitants of one city shall go to 
another, saying, Let us go speedily to intreat the favour of the LORD, and to seek 
the LORD of hosts: I will go also. Y ca, many peoples and strong nations shall come 
to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to intreat the favour of the LORD. 

23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts: In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall 
take hold, out of aIJ the languages of the nations, shall even take hold of the skirt 
of him that is a Jew1 saying, We will go with you, for we have heard that God is with 
you. 
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THE KING OF PEACE 

I 

9 The burden of the word of the LORD upon the land of Hadrach, and Damascu~ 
chall be its resting place: (for the Lorm hath an eye upon men and upon all the trilccs 
of Israel:) and Hamath also which bordereth thereon: Tyre and Ziclon, though she 
is very wise. And Tyre did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up sil\'er as tl;e 

4 dust, and fne gold as the mire of the streets. Behold, the Lord will dispossess her, 
and he will smile her power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire. Ashh· 
Ion shall sec it, and fear; Gaza also, and shall be sore pained: and Ekron, for her 
expectation shall be ashamed: and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon 
shall not be inhabited. And a bastard race shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off 

7 the pride of the Philistines. And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his 
abominations from between his teeth; and he also shall be a remnant for our God: 
and he shall be as a chieftain in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. And I will encamp 
about mine house as a garrison, that none pass through or return: and no oppressor 
shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes. 

9 Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; 
Shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee: 
Uc is just, and ha\'ing salvation; 

Lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
Even upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

ro And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow shall be cut off; and he shall speak peace unto the nations: and his domin
ion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for thee 
also, because of the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the 

12 pit wherein is no water. Return you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even 
to-day do I declare that I will render double unto thee. For I ha Ye bent Judah for 
me, I ha Ye filled the bow with Ephrnin1; and I will stir up thy sons, 0 Zion, against 
thy sons, 0 Greece, and will make thee as the sword of a mighty man. 

15 

16 

And the LORD shall be seen over them, 
And his arrow shall go forth' as the lightning: 

And the Lord Gan shall blow the trumpet, 
And shall go with whirlwinds of the south. 

The LORD of hosts shall defend them; 
And they shall devour, and shall tread down the sling stones; 

And they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine: 
And they shall be filled like bowls, like the corners of the altar. 

And the LoRD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: 
For they shall be as the stones of a crown, glittering upon his land. 

For how great is their goodness, and how great is their beauty! 
Com shall make the young men flourish, and new wine the maids. 

ll 

10 Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain, even of the LORD that 
maketh lightnings; and he shall give them showers of rain, to every one grass in the 
field. For the teraphim have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie; and 

738 



Anonymous Prophecies€<- Zechariah 

the dreamers speak falsely, they comfort in vain: therefore they go their way like 
ohecp, they are alnicted, because there is no shepherd. J\Iine anger is kindled against 3 
the shepherds, and I will punish the he-goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his 
flock the house of Judah, and shall make them as his goodly IYHse in the battle. From 
him shall come forth the comer stone, from him the nail, from him the battle bow, 
from him c\"Cry exactor together. And they shall be as mighty men, treading down 5 
their enemies in thC' mire of the streets in the battle; and they shall light, because the 
LORD is with thC'm: and the riders on horses shall be confounded. And I will 
strength2n the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring 
them again, for I ha Ye mercy upon them; and they shall be as though I had not cast 
them olT: for I am the LoRD their God, and I will hear them. And they of Ephraim 7 
shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as through wine: yea, their 
children sh<lll sec it, and rejoice; their heart shall be glad in the Lo Rn. I will hiss 
for them, and gather them; for I ha,·e redeemed them: and they shall increase as 
they ha\"C increased. And though I sow them among the peoples they shall remcm-9 
ber me in far countries: and they 'Shall live with their children, and shall return. I 
will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; 
and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be 
found for them. And he shall pass through the sea of anliction, and shall smite the" 
sea of waYes, and all the depths of the Nile shall dry up: and the pride of Assyria 
shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. And I will 
strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith 
the LORD. 

Open thy doors, 0 Lebanon, 
That the fire may devour thy cedars! 

·Howl, 0 fir tree, for the cedar is fallen, 
Because the goodly ones arc spoiled I 

Howl, 0 ye oaks of Bashan, 
For the strong forest is come down! 

A voice of, the howling of the shepherds I 
For their glory is spoiled. 

A voice of the roaring of young lions! 
For the pride of Jordan is spoiled. 

THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE DIVINE SHEPHERD 

A THREEFOLD EMBLEM 

I. - The Flock of Slaughter 

11 

3 

Thus said the LORD my God: Feed the flock of slaughter: whose buyers slay 4 
~hem, and hold t?emsclvcs not guilty; and they that sell them say, Blessed be the 
<..OR_D, fo~ I am rich; and their shepherd pitieth them not. For I will no more pity 
~he m~alnt~nts of the land, saith the LORD: but, lo, I will deliver the men every one 
mto his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smitt> the 
land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them. 

So I fed the flock of slaughter: verily the most miserable of sheep! 7 

11. - Graciousness and Union 
And I took unto me two staves: the one I called Graciousness and the other I 

called Union; and I fed the flock. And I cut off the three shepherds in one month; e 
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9 for my soul was weary of them, and their soul also loathed me. Then said I, I will not 
feed you: that that dieth, let it die; and that that is to be cut off, let it he cut off; 
and let them which are left eat every one the flesh of another. And I took my staff 
Graciousness, and cut it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made 

11 with all the peoples. And it was broken in that day: and thus the poor of the flock 
that gave heed unto me knew that it was the word of the LoRD. And I said unto them, 
If ye think good, give me my hire; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my hire 
thirty pieces of silver. And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the poller, the goodly 
price that I was prised at of them. And I look the thirty pieces of silver, and cast 

14 them unto the potter, in the house oi the LORD. Then I cut asunder mine other 
staff, even Union, that I might break the brotherhood between Judah and Isrl!el. 

Ill. - The Foolish Shepherd 
rs And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yel again the instruments of a foolish 

shepherd. For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not miss those 
that be lost, neither shall seek those that be scattered, nor heal that that is broken; 
neither shall he feed that which is sound, bur he shall eat the flesh of the fat, anc\ shall 

17 Lear their hoofs in pieces. \Voe to the worthless shepherd that leaveth the flock! 
the sword shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried 
up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened. 

12 

THREE PROPHECIES OF THE SIEGE 

I. - The Fountain for the House of David 
Thus saith the LoRD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the found~

tion of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him: Behold, I will make 
Jerusalem a cup of reeling unto all the peoples round about, and upon Judah also 

3 shall it be in the siege against Jerusalem. And it shall come to pass in that day, that 
I will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all the peoples; all that burden them
selves with it shall be sore wounded; and all the nations of the earth shall be gathered 
together against it. In that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonish
ment, and his rider with madness: and I will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, 
and will smite every horse of the peoples with blindness. And the chieftains of Judah 
shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of Jerusalem are my strength in the LORD ol 

6 hosts their God. In that day will l make the chieftains of Judah like a pan of fire 
among woocl, and like a torch of fire among sheaves; and they shall devour all the 
peoples round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall yet again 
dwell in her own place, even in Jerusalem. The LoRn also shall saw the tents of 
Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of 

8 Jerusalem be not magnified above Judah. In that day shall the Lonn defend thl' 
inha~itants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as 
David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them. 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem. 

10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplication; and they shall look unto me whom they have 
pierced: and they shall mourn for him, as orie mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall 
there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrlmmon in the 

1~ valley of Megiddon. And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of 
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the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Nathan 
apart, and their wives apart; the family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives 
apart; the family of the Shimeiles apart, and their wives apart; all the families that 
remain, everv iamilv apart, and their wh·es apart. 

In that dav there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and lo the in-13 
habitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. And it shall come to pass in that 
dav, saith the LoRll of hosts, that I will cut oil the names of the idols out of the land, 
and they shall no more be remembered. And also I will cause the prophets and the 
11nclean opirit to pass out of the land. And it shall come to .pass that, when any 3 
.<hall yet Fophcsy, then his father and his mother that bcgat him shall say unto him, 
Thou shalt not live; for thou speak est lies in the name of the LORD: and his father 
and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he prophesietli. And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be ashamed every one of his 
vision, when he prophesieth; neither shall they wear a hairy mantle to deceive: buts 
he ;hall say, I am no prophet, J am a tiller of the ground; for I have been made 
a bondman from my youth. And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds 
between thine a•ms? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in 
the house of my friends. 

II. - The Smiting of the Shepherd and the 
Scattering of the Sheep 

Awake, 0 sll'ord, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, 7 
saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered; and . 
I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. And it shall come to pass, that in all the 
land, saith the Lo RD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be 
left therein. And I ll'ill bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as 9 
silver is relined, and will try them as golrl is tried: they shall call on my name, and I 
will hear them: I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, The LORD is my God. 

Ill. - The Judgement and the Age of Holiness 
Behold, a Day of the LORD cometh, when thy spoil shall be divided in the midst 14 

of thee. For I ll'ill gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall 
be takrn, and the houses riAed, and the women ravished: and half of the city shall 
go forth into captidty. And the residue of the people shall not be cut oil from the 
city. Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought 3 
in the day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Oli\'es, 
ll'hich is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toll'ard the east and toward the west, a very great valley; and half of 
the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. 
And ye shall Ace by the valley of my mountains; for the valley of the mountains s 
shall reach unto Azel: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake 
in_ the days of l!zziah king of Judah. And the LORD my God shall come, and all the 

hc.y ?ncs '~ith thee. And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not 
be with bnghtnrss and with gloom: but it shall be one day which is known unto 7 
the LORD; not.day, and not night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time 
there shall be hght. And it shall come to pass in that day, that living waters shall 
go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the eastern sea, and half of them 
toward the western sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. And the LoRD shall 9 
he king over all the earth: in that day shall the LORD be one, and his name one. 
All the land shall be turned as the Arabah, from Geba to Rimmon south of Jeru
salem; and she shall be lifted up, and shall dwell in her place, from Benjamin's gate 
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unto the place of the first gate, unto the comer gate, and from the tower of Hanancl 
II unto the king's winepresses. And men shall dwell therein, and there shall be no 

more curse; but Jerusalem shall dwell safely. 
And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the peoples that 

have warred against Jerusalem: their flesh shall consume away while they stand 
upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their sockets, and their tongue 

13 shall consume away in their mouth. And it shall come to pass in that day, that a 
great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one 
on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neigh
bour. And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the nations 
round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abun· 

15 dance. ·And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the 
ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in those camps, as this plague. And it shall 
come lo pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusa
lem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep 

17 the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoso of all the families of the earth 
goeth not up unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts,o11.1pon them there 
shall be no rain. And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, shall there not 
be upon them the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the nations that go not up 
to keep the feast of tabernacles? This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the 
punishment of all the nations that go not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

20 In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, J!!al)! unto tfjr 1Larb; and 
the pots in the Lo1m's house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot 
in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holy unto the LORD of hosts: and all they that 
sacrifice shall come and Cake of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall 
be no more a trallicker in the house of the LORD of hosts. 

MALACHI, OR, MY MESSENGER 

l 

2 I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? \Vas 
not Esau Jacob"s brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob; but Esau I hated, and 
made his mountains a desolation, and gave his heritage to the jackals of the wilder
ness. Whereas Edom saith, We are beaten clown, but we will return and build the 
waste places; thus saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but 1 will throw down: 
and men shall call them The border of wickedness, and The people against whom 

5 the Lo1m hath indignation for el'er. And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, 
The L01m be magnified beyond the border of Israel. 

II 

6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where 
is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto 
you, 0 priests, that despise my name. !Ind ye say, Wherein have w1• despised thy 
mime? Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar. !Ind ye say, ff herein /rai•e we 

B polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the LORD is contemptible. And wl1en 
ye offer the· blind for sacrifice, it is no evil! and when ye offer the lame and sick, it 
is no evil! Present it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee? or will 
he accept thy person? saith the LORD of hosts. 'And now, I pray you, in treat the 
favour of God, that he may be gracious unto us: this hath been from your hand:' 

10 will he accept any because of you? saith the LoRD of hosts. Oh that there were one 
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among you that would shut the doors, that ye might not kindle fire on mine altar in 
vain! I have no pleasure in you, saith the LORD of hosls, neither will I accept an 
olTering at your hand. For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of II 
the same my name is great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense is offered 
unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name is great among the Gentiles, saith 
the LORD of hosts. But ye profane it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is pol
luted, and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. Ye say also, Behold, lJ 
what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it, saith the Lo RD of hosts; an cl ye 
have brought that which was taken by violence, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye 
bring the offering: should I accept this of your hand? saith the LORD. llut cursed 
be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the 
Lord a blemished thing: for I am a 11:reat king, saith the LORD of hosts, and my name 
is terrible among the Gentiles. And now, 0 ye priests, this commandment is for you. 2 
If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to gi,·e glory unto my name, saith 
the LORD of ho, Ls, then will I send the curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: 
yea, I have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it lo heart. llcl:old, I will 
rebuke the seed for your sake, and will spread dung upon your faces, even the dung 
of your sacriliccs; and ye shall be taken away with it And ye shall knQ.w that I 4 
ha\T seilt this commandment unto you, that my co,·enant might be with Levi, saith 
the Lo1rn of hosts. l\ly covenant was with him of life and peace; and I ga,·e them to 
him that he might fear, and he feared me, and stood in awe of my name. The law 
of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked 
with me in peace and uprightness, and dirl turn many away from iniquity. For the 7 
priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they ,hould seek the law at his mouth: for 
he is the messenger of lhe LoRD of hosts. But ye are turned aside out of the way; 
ye hal'e caused many to stumble in the law; ye ha Ye corrupted the co\·cnant of Levi, 
saith the LORD of hosts. Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base 9 

before all the people, according as ye ha,·e not kept my ways, but have had respect 
of persons in the law. 

Ill 

Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? why do we deal treach- 10 

erously every man against his brother, profaning the covenant of o"ur fathers? Judah 
hath dealt treachero11sly, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; 
for Judah hath profaned the holiness of the LORD which he loveth, and hath married 
the daughter of a strange god. The LoRD will cut off to the man that cloeth this 12 

him that wahth and him that answereth, out of the tents of Jacob, and him that 
offereth an offering unto the LORD of hosts. And this again ye do: ye cover the altar 
of the LORD with tears, with weeping, and with sighing, in::omuch that he regardeth 
not the offering any more, neither receil'eth it with good will al your hand. Yet ye q 
say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of 
thy youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously, though she.-is thy companion, 
and the wife of thy covenant. And not one hath done so who had a residue of the 
spirit. Or what? is there one that seeKeth a godlv seed? Therefore take llt·ed to 
your spir_it, and let none deal treacherously again;t the wife of his youth. For I 16 

hate pulling away, saith the LORD, the God of Israel, and him that coverelh his gar
ment with violence, saith the Lotm of hosts: therefore take heed to your spirit, that 
ye deal not treacherously. 

IV 

Y_e ha:e wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein havr we 17 

wearied him? In that ye say, Every one that doe th evil is good in the sight of the 
LORD, and he delighteth in them; or where is the God of judgement? Behold, I 3 
send fl!ll! tflrssrngrr,.and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom 
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ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant, whom 
2 ye delight in, behold, he rnmeth, saith the Lmm of hosts. But who may abide the 

day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's 
fire, and like fullers' soap: and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer 

4 unto the LORD offerings in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of olrl, and as in ancient years. 
And I will come near to you to judgement; and I will he a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers; and against those 
that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn 

6 aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts. For I 
the LORD change not; therefore ye, 0 sons of Jacob, are not consmned. 

v 
7 From the days of your fathers ye have turned aside from mine ordinances, and 

have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of 
hosts. But ye say, Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob God? yet ye rob me. 
But ye my, Wherein have we robbed thee? Jn tithes and offerings. Ye arG cursed 

10 with the curse; for ye rob me, even this whole nation. Bring ye the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 

n out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to rl'ceive it. And I will rebuke 
the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neiiJ1er 
shall your vine c~st her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. 
And all nations shall call you happy: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the 
LORD of hosts. 

VI 

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Tl'lzerein 
have we spoken against thee? Ye have said, 'It is vain to serve God: and what prolit 
is it that we have kept his charge, and that we have walked mournfully before the 
LORD of hosts? And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness 

16 are built up; yea, they tempt Goel, and are delivered.' Then they that feared the 
LORD spake one with another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard, and a book of 
rem cm brance was written before him, for them that feared the LORD, and that thought 

17 upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the LoRD of hosts, in the day that I 
do make, even a peculiar treasure; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own 
son that serveth him. Then shall ye return and discem between the righteous and 

4 the wicked, between him that serveth Goel and him that serveth him not. For, be
hold, the day cometh, it burneth as a furnace; and all the proud, and all that work 
wickedness, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the 
LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that 
fear my name shall the sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 

3 shall go forth, and gambol as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wick eel; 
for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I do rr.r ke, saith 
the LORD of hosts. 

VII 

4 Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto hi!11 .. in 
Horeb for all Tsrael, even statutes and judgements: behold, I will send you :!:.hplj 
tljc 'IJlropl)ct before the great and terrible day of the LORD come. And he shall tum 
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers; 
lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 
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1HE PSALMS 

Book I 

The Tree and the Chaff 

A Prefatory Psalm 

Blessed is t/1e 111a11 tliat wall:et/1 not i11 t!tc counsel of tlte wicked, 

JI/or sta11detlt in tlte wa;' of si11ners, 

i\ror sittet/1 in tlte scat of tlte sconzf11/. 

But lzis deliglzt is i11 tlte law of tlte LORD; 

And in !tis law dotlt he meditate day a11d 11ight. 

And lie slwll be like a Tree planted by tlte streams of water, 

That bri11get/1 fort/1 its fruit in its season, 

1V/1osc leaf also dot It not wit/1er; 

And whatsoever lie doct/1 s/1all prosper. 

Tl1c wicked are not so ; 

But are like the Cltaff wlticlt tlte wi11d drivetlt away. 

Therefore the wicked sltall not stand in tlte judgement, 

J\ror sinners in t/1c congregation of tlte rightco11s. 

For tltc LORD knowetlt tlte way of tlte righteous: 

But tlte way of tlte wicked s/1all perish. 



Psalms 
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Song of the LORD'S Anointed 

Why do the nations rage, 
And the peoples imagine a vain thing? 

->9 Poetical Books 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, 

Against the LORD, and against his Anointed: 
'Let us break their bands asunder, 
And cast away their cords from us.' 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 
The Lord shall have them in derision. 
Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, 
And vex them in his sore displeasure: 

"Yet I have set Mv KrNG 
"Upon my holy hill of Zion." 

JEHOVAH'S KING 
I will tell of Lhe decree: 

The LoRD said unto me, 
"Thou art my son; 

"This day have I begotten thee. 
"Ask of me, and I will give the nations for thine inheritance, 

"And the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 
"Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 

"Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 

Now therefore be wise, 0 ye kings: 
Be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 

Serve the LORD with fear, 
And rejoice with trembling. 

Kiss the son, lest he be angry, 
And ye perish in the way, 

For his wrath will soon be kindled. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him. 

The Drama of Night and Morning 
Night 

LORD, how are mine adversaries increased! 
Many are they that rise up against me. 

Many there be which say of my soul, 
There is no help for him in God. 

But thou, 0 LORD, art a shield about me; 
My glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 

I cry unto the LORD with my voice, 
And he answereth me out of his holy hill. 

Moming 
I laid me down and slept; 

I a waked; for the LoRD sustaineth me. 
I will not be afraid of ten thousands of the people, 

That have set themselves against me round about. 
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Arise, 0 LoRDj save me, 0 my God: 7 
For thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; 
Thou hast broken the teeth of the wicked. 

Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: 
Thy blessing be upon thy people. 

An Evening Prayer 
Answer me when I call, 0 God of my righteousness; 

Thou hast set me at large when I w·as in distress: 
Ha\'e mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 

0 ye sons of men, how long shall my glory be turned into dishonour? 
How long will ye love vanity, and seek after falsehood? 

But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: 
The LORD will hear when I call unto him. 

Stand in awe, and sin not: 4 
Commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. 

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, 
And put your trust in the LORD. 

l\fany there be that say, Who will shew us any good? 
LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 

Thou ha.<t put gladness in my heart, 7 
l\fore than they have when their com and their wine are increased. 

In peace will I both lay me down and sleep: 
For thou, LORD, in solitude makest me dwell in safety. 

A Morning Prayer 
Give ear to my words, 0 LORD, 5 

Consider my meditation. 
Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God; 

For unto thee do I pray. 
0 LORD, in the morning shalt thou hear my Yoice; 

In the morning will I order my prayer unto thee, and will keep watch. 

For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: 4 
Evil shall not sojourn with thee. 

The arrogant shall not stand in thy sight: 
Thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 

Thou shalt destroy them that speak lies: 
The LORD abhorreth the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 

But as for me, in the multitude of thy lovingkindness will I come into th; 
house: 

In thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple. 

Lead me, 0 LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; b 
Make thy way plain before my face. 

For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; 
Their inward part is a yawning gulf: 

Their throat is an open sepulchre; 
They flatter with their tongue. 
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10 Hold them guilty, 0 God; 

6 

5 

8 

7 

5 

Let them fall by their own counsels: 
Thrust them out in the multitude of their transgressions; 

For they have rebelled against thee. 
But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice, 

Let them ever shout for joy, .because thou defendest them: 
Let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee. 

For thou wilt bless the righteous; 
0 LORD, thou wilt compass him with favour as with a shield 

An Answer to Prayer 
0 LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, 

Neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
Have mercy upon me, 0 LORD; for I am withered away; 

0 LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed: 
My soul also is sore vexed. 

And thou, 0 LORD, how long? 
Return, 0 LORD, deliver my soul: 
Sfl.ve me for thy lovingkindness' sake. 

For in death there is no remembrance of thee: 
In Sheol who shall give thee thanks? 

I am weary with my groaning; 
Every night make I my bed to swim; 
I water my couch with my tears. 

Mine eye wasteth away because of grief; 
It waxeth old because of all mine adversaries. 

Depart from me, -all ye workers of iniquity; 
For the LORD hath heard the voice of my weeping. 

The LORD hath heard my supplication; 
The LORD will receive my prayer. 

All mine enemies shall he ashamed and sore vexed: 
They shall turn back, they shall be ashamed suddenly. 

A Vision of Judgement 
I 

0 LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: 
Save me from all them that pursue me, and deliver me: 

Lest he tear my soul like a lion, 
Rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver. 

0 LORD my God, if I have done this; 
If there 'be iniquity in my hands; 

If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; 
(Yea, I have delivered him that without cause was mine adversary:) 

Let the enemy pursue my soul, and oYertake it; 
Yea, let him tread my life down to the earth, 
And lay my glory in the du~t. 
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Arise, 0 LORD, in thine anger, 6 
Lift up thyself against the rage of mine adversaries: 
And awake for me. 

Thou hast commanded judgement: 
And let the congregation of the peoples compass thee about: 

And over them return thou on high. 

The LoRD ministereth judgement to the peoples: 8 
Judge me, 0 LORD, according lo my righteousness, 
And to mine integrity that is in me. 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, 
But establish thou the righteous. 

For the righteous God trielh the hearts and reins: 
l\Iy shield is with God, which saveth the upright in heart. 

II 
God is a righteous judge, II 

Yea, a God that hath indignation every day. 
If a man turn not, he will whet his sword; 

He hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 
He hath al'o prepared for him the instruments of death; 

He maketh his arrows fiery shafts. 

Behold, he travaileth with iniquity; 14 
Yea, he hath conceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood. 

He hath made a pit, and digged it, 
And is fallen into the ditch which he made. 

llis mischief shall return upon his own head, 
And his violence shall come down upon his own pate. 

I will give thanks unto the LORD according to his righteousness: 17 
And will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High. 

Man the Viceroy of God 
0 LORD, our Lord, a 
How excellent is thy name in all the earth! 

Who hast set thy glory upon the heavens, 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established strength. 
Because of thine arh-ersarics, 
That thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 

When I rnnsirler thy hca\·ens, the work of thy fingers, 
The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 
What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
And the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

For thou hast made him but little lower than God, 
And crownest him with glory and honour. 
Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; 
Thou hast put all things under his feet: 
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All sheep and oxen, 
Yea, and the beasts of the field; 
The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
Whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. 

0 LORD, our Lord, 
How excellent is thy name in all the earth! 

An Acrostic Anthem of Judgement 
9 '! I will give thanks unto the LORD with my whole heart, 

I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. 

5 

9 

I will be glad and exult in thee: 
I will sing praise to thy name, 0 thou Most High. 

lS When mine enemies turn back, 
They stumble and perish at thy presence. 
For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; 
Thou satest in the throne judging righteously. 

([ Thou hast rebuked the nations, thou hast destroyed the wicked, 
Thou hast blotted out their name for ever and ever. 
JE The enemy are come to an end, they are desolate for ever: 
And the cities which thou hast OYerthrown, their very memorial is perished . 

.ff But the LORD sitteth as king for ever: 
He hath prepared his throne for judgement. 
And he shall judge the world in righteousness, 
He shall minister judgement to the peoples in uprightness. 

The LORD also will be a high tower for the oppressed, 
A high tower in times of trouble; 
And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee; 
For thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. 

GI Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: 
Declare among the peoples his doings. 
For he that maketh inquisition for blood remembereth them: 
He forgetteth not the cry of the poor. 

'Have mercy upon me, 0 LORD, 
'Behold my affiiction which I suffer of them that hate me, 

'Thou that liftest me up from the gates of death; 
'That I may shew forth all thy praise 
'In the gates of the daughter of Zion, -

'I will rejoice in thy salvation.' 

J The nations are sunk down in the pit that they made: 
In the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 
The LORD hath made himself known, he hath executed judgement; 
The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. 
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it The wicked shall return to Sheol, 
EH'n all the nations that forget God. 
1!. For the needy shall not alway be forgotten, 
Nor the expectation of the poor perish for ever. 

Arise, 0 LORD; let not man prevail: 
Let the natitms be judged in thy sight. 
Put them in fear, 0 LORD: 
Let the nations k;1ow themselves to be but men. 

\\'hy standest thou afar off, 0 LORD? 
Why hicbt thou thyself in times of trouble? 

In the pride of the wicked the poor is hotly pursued; 
They are taken in the devices that they have imagined. 

For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, 
An<l the cowtous renounceth, yea, contemneth the LORD. 

Psalms 

10 

The wicked, in the pride of his countenance, saith, He will not require it. 4 
"All his thoughts are, There is no God. 

His ways are fim1 at all times; thy judgements are far above out of his 
sight: 

As for all his ad,·ersaries, he pulTeth at them. 
He saith in his heart, I shall not be moved: 

To all generations I shall not be in ad\·ersity. 

His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and oppression: 
l'ncler his tongue is mischief and iniquity. 

He sittcth in the lurking t>hices of the villages: 
In the CO\'ert places doth" he mt1rcler the innocent: 

His eyes arc privily set against tLe helpless. 
He lurketh in the covert as a lion in his den: 

He lieth in wait to catch the poor: 
He cloth catch the poor, when he draweth him in his net. 

He croucheth, he boweth down, 
And the helpless fall by his strong ones. 

He saith in his heart, Goel hath forgotten: 
He hicleth his face; he will never see it. 

7 

9 

1:1' Arise, 0 Lo Rn; 0 God, lift up thine hand: 12 

Forget not the poor. 
Wherefore cloth the wicked contemn God, 
And s:iy in his heart, Thou wilt not rcf[uire it? 

~ Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest mischief and spite, 
fo take it into thy hand: . 
The helpless committeth himself unto thee; 
Thou hast been the helper of the fatherless. 

E! Break thou the arm of the wicked; 
And as for the evil man, seek out hi~ wickedness till thou find none. 
The LORD is King for ever and ever: 
The nations are perished out of his land. 
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17 Z LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the meek: 
Thou wilt establish their heart, thou wilt cause thine car lo hear: 
To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, 
That man which is of the earth may lie terrible no more. 

A Song of Trust 
l t In the LORD put I my t~ust -

How say ye lo my soul, 
'Flee as a bird lo vour mountain? 

'For, lo, the wicked bend the bow, 
'They make ready their arrow upon the string, 
'That they may shoot in darkness at the upright in heart.' 
'I/ the foundations be destroyed, 
'What can the righteous do?' 

4 The LORD is in his holy temple, 
The I.ORD, his throne is in heaven; 

His eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. 
The LORD tricth the righteous: 
But the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth. 
Upon the wicked he shall rain snares; 
Fire and brimstone and burning wind shall be the portion of their 

cup._-

7 For the LORD is righteous; 
He loveth righteousness: 
The upright shall behold his face. 

The Words of the LORD and the Lip of Vanity 
12 Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; 

For the faithful fail from among the children of men. 
They speak vanity every one with his. neighbour: 
With flattering lip, and with a double heart, do they speak. 

The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, 
The tongue that speaketh great things: 

Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; 
Our lips are our own: who is lord over us? 

"For the spoiling of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, 
"Now will I arise," (saith the LORD) "I will set him in safety at whom they 

puff." 
The words of the LORD are pure words; 
As silver tried in a furnace on the earth, purified seven times. 

Thou shalt keep them, 0 LORD, 
Thou shalt preserve lhem from this generation for ever: 

The wicked walk on every side, 
When vileness is exalted among the sons of men. 
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Counsels of Sorrow 
How long, 0 LORD, wilt thou forget me for ever? 13 
How long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 
How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart all 

the day? 
How long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? 

Consider and answer me, 0 LORD my God: 
Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death; 
Lest mine enemy say, I haYe prevailed against him; 
Lest mine adversaries rejoice when I am moved. 

But I have trusted in thy mercy; 
lily heart shall rejoice in thy sah•ation: 
I will sing unto the LORD, 
B~cause he hath dealt bountifully with me. 

Judgement of a Corrupt World 
The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. 
They are corrupt, they haYe done abominable works; 

There is none that doeth good. 

The LORD looked <lown from heaven upon the children of men, 
To see if there were any that did understand, 

That did seek after God. 

They are all gone aside; they are together becorr.e filthy; 
There is none that doeth good, 

No, not one. 

"Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 
"Who eat up my people as they eat bread, · 

"And call not ~pon the LORD? 

There were they in great fear, for God is in the generation of the 
righteous. 

s 

14 

3 

Ye put to shame the counsel of the poor, 6 
But the LORD is his refuge. 

* Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! 
When the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, 

Then shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

The Consecrated Life 
LORD, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? 
Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, 
And worketh righteousness, 
And speaketh truth in his heart. 
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He that slandereth not with his tongue, 
Nor doeth evil to his friend, 

-..a Poetical Books 

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 

In whose eyes a reprobate is despised; 
But he honoureth them that fear the LORD. 

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 
He that putteth not out his money to usury, 
Nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

He that doeth these things shall never be moved. 

A Song of Personal Consecration 
Preserve me, 0 God: 
For in thee do I put my trust. 

I have said unto the LORD, 'Thou art my Lord, 
'I have no good beyond thee:' 

Unto the saints that are in the earth, 
'They are the excellent in whom is all my delight.' 

Their sorrows shall be multiplied that exchange the LORD for another gorl: 
Their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, 
Nor take their names upon my lips. 

The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: 
Thou maintainest my lot. 

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; 
Yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: 
Yea, my reins instruct me in the night seasons. 

I have set the LORD always before me: 
Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: 
My flesh also shall dwell in safety. 

For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol; 
Neither wilt thou sufTer thine holy one to see corruption. 

Thou wilt shew me the path of life: 
In thy presence is fulness of joy; 
In thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

A Prayer for the Vindication of the Righteous 
Hear the right, 0 LORD, attend unto my cry; 
Give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips. 
Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; 
Let thine eyes look upon equity. 

Thou hast proved mine heart; 
Thou hast visited me in the night; 
Thou hast tried me, and findest nothing; 
I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgre!IS. 
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As for the works of men, by the word of thy lips 
I haYe kept me from the ways of the violent. 
:Uy sleps have held fast to thy paths, 
My feet ha\·e not slipped. 

I haYe called upon thee, for thou wilt answer me, 0 God: 
Incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech. 

Psalms 

Shew thv marvellous lovingkindness, 0 thou that saves! them which put 
their trust in thee 

From those that rise up against thy right hand. 

Keep me as the apple of the eye, 
Hide me under the shadow of thy wings, 
From the wicked that spoil me, 
My deadly enemies, that compass me about. 

Thev are in closed in their o\\·n fat: 
With their mouth they speak proudly. 
They ha,·c now compas~ed us in our steps: 
They set their eyes to cast us down to the earth. 

He is like a lion that is greedy of his prey, 
And as it were a young lion lurking in secret places: 
Arise, 0 LORD, 

Confront him, cast him down. 

Deli,·cr my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword; 
From men which are thy hand, 0 LORD, 

From men of the world, whose portion is in this life, 
And whose belly thou fillest with thy treasure: 

They are satisfied with children, 
And leave the rest of their substance to their babes. 
As for me, I shall behold thy face in righteousness: 
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. 

A Song of Victory 
I Joye thee, 0 LORD, my slrcngth: 

The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; 
My God, my strong rock, in him will I trust; . 

l\Iy shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower. 
I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: 

So shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

The cords of death compassed me, 
And the floods of ungodliness made me afraid. 

The cords of Sheol were round about me: 
The snares of death came upon me. 

In my distress I called upon the LORD, 
And cried unto my God: 

He heard my voice out of his temple, 
And my cry before him came into his ears. 
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1 Then the earth shook and trembled, 
The foundations also of the mountains moved 
And were shaken, because he was wroth. 

There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, 
And fire out of his mouth devoured: 
Coals were kindled by it. 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down; 
And thick darkness was under his feet. 

ro And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: 
Yea, he flew swiftly upon the wings of the wind. 

He made darkness his hiding place, his pavilion round about him; 
Darkness of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 

At the brightness before him his thick clouds passed, 
Hailstones and coals of fire. 

The LORD also thundered in the heavens, 
And the Most High uttered his voice; 
Hailstones and coals of fire. 

14 And he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; 
Yea, lightnings manifold, and discomfited them. 

Then the channels of waters appeared, 
And the foundations of the world were laid bare, 

At thy rebuke, 0 LORD, 
At the blast of the breath of thy nostrils. 

He sent from on high, he took me; 
He drew me out of many waters. 

17 He delivered me from my strong enemy, 
And from them that hated me, for they were too mighty for me. 

They came upon me in the day of my calamity: 
But the LORD was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into a large place; 
He delivered me, because he delighted in me. 

20 The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; 
According to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me. 

·For I have kept the ways of the LORD, 
And have not wickedly departed from my God. 

For all his judgements were before me, 
And I put not away his statutes from me. 

I was also perfect with him, 
And I kept myself from mine iniquity. 

Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to my righteousness, 
According to the cleanness of my hands in his eyesight. 

With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; 
With the perfect man thou wilt shew thyself perfect; 

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; 
And with the perverse thou wilt shew thyself froward. 

For thou wilt save the afflicted people; 
But the haughty eyes thou wilt bring down. 

28 For thou wilt light my lamp; 
The LORD my God will lighten my darkness. 

For by thee I run upon a troop; 
And by my God do I leap over a wall. 
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As for God, his way is perfect: 
The word of the LORD is tried; 
He is a shield unto all them that trust in him. 

For who is God, save the LORD? 31 

And who is a rock, beside our God? 
The God that girdeth me with strength, 

And maketh my way perfect. 
He maketh my feet like hinds' feet: 

And setteth me upon my high places. 
He teacheth my hands to war; 

So that mine arms do bend a bow of brass. 
Thou ha.'t also given me the shield of thy salvation: 35 

And thv right hand hath holden me up, 
And th\· gentleness hath made me great. 

Thou hast ~nlarged my steps under me, 
And my feet have not slipped. 

I will pursue mine enemies, ancl overtake them: 
Neither will I turn again till they are consumed. 

J will smite them through that they shall not be able to rise: 38 
They shall fall under my feet. 

For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: 
Thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me. 

Thou hast also made mine enemies turn their backs unto me, 
That I might cut off them that hate me. 

They crieLl, but there was none to save: 
Even unto the Loirn, hut he answered them not. 

Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: 42 

I did cast them out as the mire of the streets. 
Thou hast delivered me from the strivinJ!:s of the people; 

Thou hast made me the head of the nations: 
A people whom I ha\·e not known shall serve me. 

As soon as they hear of me they shall obey me: 
The strangers shall submit themselves unto me. 

The strangers shall fade away, 
And shall come trembling out of their close places. 

The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; 46 
And cxallc,J be the God of my salvation: 

Even the God that executeth vcnJ!:eance for me, 
And subdueth peoples under me; 
Ile rcscuclh me from mine enemies. 

Yea, thou liftest me up above them that rise up against me. 
Thou dcliverest me from the \"iolent man. 

Therefore I will give thanks unlo thee, 0 LORD, among the nations, 49 
And will sing praises unto thy name. 

Great deliverance giveth he to his king; 
And sheweth lovin)!;kindness to his anointed, 
To David and to his seecl, for evermore. 

The Heavens Above and the Law Within 
The heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the firmament sheweth his handywork. 
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2 Day unto <lay uttereth speech, 
And night unto night sheweth knowledge. 
The,e is no speech nor language; 
Their voice cannot be heard. 
Their line is gone out through all the earth, 
And their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 
s \\'hich is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

And rejoiceth as a strong man to run his course. 
His going forth is from the end of the heaven, 
And his circuit unto the ends of it: 
And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul: 
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: 
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the Lo RD is clean, enduring for ever: 
The judgements of the Lorm are true, and righteous altogether. 
!\lore to be desited are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

u Moreover by them is thy servant warned: 
In keeping of them there is great reward. 
Who can discern his errors? Clear thou me from hidden faults. 
Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them no! 

have dominion over me: 
Then shall I be perfect, 
And I shall be clear from great transgression. 

* r4 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
thy sight, 

0 LORD, my rock, and my redeemer. 

A War Anthem 
I. - Before the Batlle 

THE PEOPLE 

20 The LORD answer thee in the day of trouble; 
The name of the God of Jacob set thee up on high; 

Send thee help from the sanctuary, 
And strengthen thee out of Zion; 

Remember all thy offerings, 
And accept thy burnt sacrifice; 

Grant thee thy heart's desire, 
And fulfil all thy counsel. 

5 We will triumph in thy victory, 
And in the name of our God we will set up our banners: 

The LORD fulfil all thy petitions. 
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THE KING 

Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; 
He will answer him from his holy heaYen 
"'ith the saYing strength of his right hand. 

THE PEOPLE 

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: 
But we will make mention of the name of the LoRD our God. 

They are bowed down and fallen: 
But we are risen, and stand upright. 

0 LoRn, save the king; 
And answer us when we call. 

II. - After the Victory 
TIIE KING 

Psalms 

6 
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The king shall joy in thy strength, 0 LORD; 21 
And in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice I 

Thou hast gfren him his heart's desire, 
And hast not withholden the request of his lips. 

For thou pre,·entest him with the blessings of goodness: 
Thou sct!e>l .a crown of line gold on his head. 

He asked life of thee, thou ga,·est it him; 
E,·en length of days for ever and e\·er. 

His glory is great in thy salvation: 5 
Honour and majesty dost thou lay upon him. 

For thou makest him most blessed for ever: 
Thou makest him glad with joy in thy presence. 

For the king trusteth in the LORD, 
And through the lovingkinclness of the l\Iost High he shall not be mov~d. 

THE PEOPLE 

Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: 8 
Thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee. 

Thou shalt make them as a fiery furnace 
In the time of thine anger. 

The I.ORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, 
And the fire shall devour them. 

Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, 
And their seed from among the children of men. 

For they intender! evil against thee: 11 

They imagined a de,·icc, which they are not able to perform. 
For thou shalt make them tum their back, 

Thou shalt make ready with thy bowstrings against the face of them. 
Be thou exalted, 0 LORD, in thy strength: 

So will we sing and praise thy power. 

Salvation in Extremity 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 22 

Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? 
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0 my God, I cry in the day-time, but thou answerest not; 
And in the night season, and am not silent. 

But thou art holy, 
0 thou that inhabi test the praises of Israel. 

Our fathers trusted in thee: 
They trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 

They cried unto thee, and were delivered: 
They trusted in thee, and were not ashamed. 

But I am a worm, and no man; 
A reproach of men, and despised of the people. 

All they that see me laugh me to scorn: 
They shoot out the Ii p, they shake the head: 

'Commit thyself unto the LORD; let him deliver him: 
'Let him deliver him, seeing he delighlcth in him.' 

But thou art he that took me out of the womb: 
Thou didst make me trust when I was upon my mother's breast; 

I was cast upon thee from the womb: 
Thou art my Goel from my mother's belly. 

Be not far from me; for trouble is near; 
For there is none to help. 

Many bulls have compassed me: 
Strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round .. 

They gape upon me with their mouth, 
As a ravening and a roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water, 
And all my bones are out of joint; 

My heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels; 
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; 

And my tongue cleavcth to my jaws; 
And thou hast brought me into the dust of death. 

For dogs have compassed me: 
The assembly of evil-doers have inclosed me; 
They pierced my hands and my feet. 

I may tell all my bones: 
They look and stare upon me; 

They part my garments among them, 
And upon my vesture do they cast lots. 

But be not thou far olT, 0 LORD: 
0 thou my succour, haste thee to help me. 

Deliver my soul from the sword; 
My darling from the power of the dog. 

Save me from the lion's mot.th -
YEA, FROM THE HORNS OF THE WILD-OXEN THOU HAST ANSWERED ME. 

I will declare thy name unto my brethren: 
In the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. 

Ye that fear the LORD, praise him; 
All ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; 

And stand in awe of him, all ye the seed of Israel. 
For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affiiction of the afflicted; 

Neither hath he hid his face from him; 
But when he cried unto him, he heard. 
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Of thee cometh my praise in the great congregation: 25 
I will pay my \'O\\'S before them that fear him. 

The meek shall eat and be satisfied: 
They shall praise the LORD that seek after him: 
'Let your heart Ii Ye for ever.' 

All the ·ends of the earth shall remember and tum unto the LORD~ 
And all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. 

For the kingdom is the LoRn's: 
A!Hl he is the ruler over the nations. 

All the fat ones of the earth shall eat and worship: 29 
All they that go down to the dust shall bow before him, 
EYen he that cannot keep his soul alive. 

A sec, 1 shall serve him ; • 
It =-hall be told of the Lord unto the next generation. 

They shall come and shall declare his righteousness 
Cnto a people that shall be born, that he hath done it. 

Under the Protection of Jehovah 
The LORD is my shepherd; • 
I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth m v soul: 
He guideth m~ ·in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

23 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 4 
I will fear no evil; 
For thou art with me: 
Thy rod and thy stalI, they comfort me. 

Thou prepares! a table before me 
ln the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou hast anointed my head with oil; 
:\[ y cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life~ 6 
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Anthems for the Inauguration of Jerusalem 
I. - At the Fool of the Hill 

FIRST CIIOIR 

The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; 
The world, and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, 
And established it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? 
And who shall stand in hi.< holy place? 
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SECOND CHOIR 
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 
And hath not sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, 
And righteousness from the Goel of his salvation. 

This is the generation of them that seek after him, 
That seek thy face, 0 God of Jacob. 

II. - Before the Gates 
FIRST CIIOIR 

Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; 
And he ye lift up, ye ancient doors: 

And the King of Glory shall come in. 

SECOND CHOIR 
Who is the King of Glory? 

FIRST CHOIR 
The LORD strong and mighty, 
The LORD mighty in battle. 

FIRST CHOIR 
Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; 
Yea, lift them up, ye ancient doors: 

And the King of Glory shall come in. 

SECOND CHOIR 
Who is this King of Glory? 

FIRST CHOIR 
The LoRn of Hosts, 
He is the King of Glory. 

An Acrostic Liturgy 
Supplication 

'X Unto thee, 0 LORD, 
Do I lift up my soul. 

~ 0 my God, in thee have I trusted, 
Let me not be ashamed; 
Let not mine enemies triumph over me. 

QI: Yea, none that wait on thee shall be ashamed: 
They shall be ashamed that deal treacherously without cause. 

lill Shew me thy ways, 0 LORD; · 
Teach me thy paths. 

~ Guide me in thy truth, and teach me; 
For thou art the God of my salvation; 
On thee do I wait all the day. 
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Pe11ile11ce 
'5 Remember, 0 LORD, thy ten<ler mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; 6 

For they have been e,·er of old. 
}!! Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: 

According to thy lovingkindness remember thou me, 
For thy goodness' sake, 0 LORD. 

It Good and upright is the LORD: 
Therefore will he instruct sinners in the way. 

it The meek will he guide in judgement: 
And the meek will he teach his wav. 

1L All the paths of the LORD are loYingkindncss and truth ID 
Unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

£fi Fnr Lhv name's sake, 0 Lo1m, 
Pardon mine iniquity, for it is great. 

Co11/cssio11 of Faith 
N \\"hat man is he that fearelh the LoRD? 

Him shall he inslruct in the way that he shall choose. 
@ I !is soul shall dwell at ease; 

And his seed shall inherit the land. 
P The secret of the LoRn is with them that fear him; 

And he will shew them his covenant. 

Supplication 
1t :'.\line eyes are e,·er toward the LORD; 

For he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 
S6 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; 

for I am desolate and aillicted. 
~ The troubles of my heart are enlarged: 

0 bring thou me out of my distresses. 
1T Consider mine aOliction and my travail; 

:\nd forgi,·e all my sins. 
m Consider mine enemies, for they are many; 

And they hate me with cruel hatred. 
Ii! 0 keep my soul, and deliver me: 

Let me not be ashamed, for I put my trust in thee. 
Z Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

For I wait on Lhee. 

S6 Redeem Israel, 0 God, 
Out of all his trouules. 

Searchings of Heart before Worship 
Judge me, 0 LoRn, for I haYe walked in mine integrity: 
I have trusted also in the LORD wiLhout wavering. 
Examine me, 0 LORD, and prove me; 
Try my reins and my heart. 

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes; 
And I have walked in thy truth. 
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I have not sat with vain persons; 
Neither will I go in with dissemblers. 

I hate the congregation of evil-doers, 
And will not sit with the wicked. 

I will wash mine hands in innocency; 
So will I compass thine altar, 0 LORD: 

->S Poetical Books 

That I may make the voice of thanksgiving to be heard, 
And tell of all thy wondrous works. 

LORD, I love the habitation of thy house, 
And the place where thy glory dwelleth. 

Gather not my soul with sinners, 
Nor my life with men of blood: 

In whose hands is mischief, 
And their right hand is full of bribes. 

But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: 
Redeem me, and be merciful unto me. 

My foot standeth in an even place: 
In the congregations will I bless the LORD. 

An Anthem of Deliverance 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

Whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the strength of my life; 

Of whom shall I be afraid? 
When evil-doers came upon me 

To eat up my flesh, 
Even mine adversaries and my foes, 

They stumbled and fell. 
Though an host should encamp against me, 

My heart shall not fear: 
Though war should rise against me, 

Even then will I be confident. 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
That will I seek after; 

That I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
All the days of my life, 

To behold the beauty of the LoRn, 
And lo inquire in his temple. 

For in the day of trouble he shall keep me secretly in his pavilion: 
In the covert of his tabernacle shall he hide me; 

He shall lift me up upon a rock, 
And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round 

about me; 
And I will offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; 

I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD. 

'Hear, 0 LORD, when I cry with my voice: 
'Have mercy also upon me, and answer me. 
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'"Seek ye my face" -
':\Iv heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 
'I-J(de not thy face from me; 
'Put not thy servant away in anger. 

'Thou hast been my help, cast me not off: 
'Neither forsake me, 0 God of my salvation. 
'When my father and my mot.her forsake me, 
'The LoRD will take me up. 

Psalms 

'Teach me thy way, 0 LORD, -" 
'And lead me in a plain path because of mine enemies; 
'Deliwr me not over unto the will of mine adversaries: 
'For false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out 

cruelty.' -

I had fainted, unless I had hdieved to see the goodness of the LORD 
In the land of the living. 

Wait on the Lo RD: be strong, a11<l let thine heart take courage; 
Y ca, wait thou on the LORD. 

Help for the Trusting Heart 
Unto thee, 0 LORD, will I call; 
l\ly rock, be not thou <leaf unto me: 
Lest, if thou be silent unto me, 
I become like them that go down into the pit. 

Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, 
\\'hen I lift up my hands.toward thy holy oracle. 
Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity; 
Which speak peace with their neighbours, but mischief is in their hearts. 

Give them according to their work, 
And according to the wickedness of thPir doings: 
Give them after the operation of their hands; 
Render to them their desert. 

Because they regard not the works of the LORD, 
Nor the operation of his hands, 
He shall break them down and nol build them up: -
BLESSED BE THI·: LORD, BECAUSE HE HATII HEARD THE VOICE OF MY SUP· 

PLICATION,;. 

The LoRn is my strength and my shield; 
l\Iy heart hath trusted in him, and I am helped: 
Therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; 
And with my song will I praise him. 

The LORD is their strength, 
And he is a strong hold of salvation to his anointed. 
Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: 
Feed them also, and bear them up for ever. 
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Song of the Thunderstorm 
29 Give unto the LORD, 0 ye sons of the mighty, 

Give unto the LORD p;lory and strength. 

4 

7 

Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: 
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: 
The God of glory thunclereth, 
Even the LoRD upon many waters. 

The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
The voice of the LoRD is full of majesty. 
The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; 

Yea, the LORD breaketh in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 
He maketh them also to skip like a calf; 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild-ox. 

The voice of the LORD cleavclh the flames of fire. 
The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; 
The LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 

The voice of the LORD m::keth the hinds to calve, 
And strippelh the forests b'.lre: 
And in his temple every thing saith, Glory. 

Io The LORD sat as king at Lhe iloocl; 
Yea, the LORD sitteth as king for ever. 
The LORD will give strength unto his people; 
The LORD will bless his people· with peace. 

Anthem for the Inauguration of Jerusalem 
Starting of the Procession 

30 I will extol thee, 0 LORD; for thou hast raised me up, 
And hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

0 LORD my God, 
I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me. 

0 LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from Sheol; 
Thou hast kept me alive from among them that go down to the pit. 

4 Sing praise unto the LORD, 0 ye saints of his, 
And give thanks to his holy name. 

For his anger is but for a moment; 
His favour is for a life time: 

Weeping may tarry for the nip;ht, 
But joy cometh in the morning. 

6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
I shall never be moved; 
Thou, LORD, of thy favour hadst made my mountain to stand strong: 
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Thou didst hide thy face; I was troubled, 
I cried to thee, 0 LORD; 
And unto the LORD I made supplication: 

'What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? 
'Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth? 

'Hear, 0 LoRD, and ha1·e mercy upon me; 
'LORD, be thou my helper.' 

Psalms 

8 

Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing; II 

Thou hast loosed my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness; 
To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. 

0 LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. 

A Twice-told Deliverance 
In thee, 0 LORD, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed: 31 

Ddi1·er me in thy righteousness. 
Bow down thine ear unto me; deliver me speedily: 
Ile thou to me a strong rock, an house of defence to save me. 

For thou art my rock and my fortress; 
Therefore for thy name's sake lead me and guide me. 
Pluck me out of the net that they have laid privily for me, 
For thou art my strong hold. 

Into thine hand I commend my spirit: s 
Thou hast redeemed me, 0 LORD, thou God of truth. 
I hate them that regard lying vanities: 
Ilut I trust in the LORD. 

I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy, for thou hast seen my affliction; 
Thou hast known my soul in ad1·er5ities: 
And thou hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy; 
Thou hast set my feet in a large place. 

Have mercy upon me, 0 LoRn, for I am in distress: 
:\line eye wasteth awav with grief, 
Yea, my soul and my ·body. 

For my life is spent with sorrow and my years with sighing: 
:My strength faileth because of mine iniquity, 
And my bones are wasted away. 

Because of all mine adversaries I am become a reproach, 
Yea, unto my neighbours exceedingly, 
And a fear to mine acquaintance: 

They that did see me without fled from me; 
I am forgol!en as a dead man out of mind: 
I am like a broken vessel. 

For I have heard the defaming of many, terror on every side: 
While they took counsel together against me, 
They devised to take away my life. 

But I trusted in thee, 0 LORD: 
I said, Thou art my God, 
My times are in thy hand. 
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Deliver me from the hand of mine enemies and from them that persecute me; 
16 Make thy face to shine upon thy servant, 

Save me in thy lovingkindness. 
Let me not be ashamed, 0 LORD, for I have called upon thee: 

Let the wicked be ashamed; 
Let them be silent in Sheol. 

Let the lying lips be dumb: 
Which spe:tk against the righteous insolently, 
With pride and contempt. 

r9 Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee, 
Which thou hast wrought for them that put their trust in thee, before the sons of men, 

In the covert of thy presence shalt thou hide them from the plottings of man: 
Thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues. 

Blessed be the Lmrn: 
For he hath shewed me his marvellous lovingkindness in a strong city. 

As for me, I said in my haste, I arn cut off from before thine eyes: 
Nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I cried unto thee. 

23 0 love the LORD, all ye his s~tints: 
The LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 

Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
All ye that hope in the Lo1rn. 

Blessedness of the Forgiven Soul 
32 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 

\Vhosc sin is CO\'ercd. 
Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, 

And in whose spirit there is no guile. 

When I kept silence, my bones waxed old 
Through my roaring all the day long. 

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: 
My moisture was changed as with the drought of summer. 

5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, 
And mine iniquity have I not hid: 

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; 
And thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

For this let every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: 
Surely when the great waters overflow they shall not reach unto him. 

Thou art my hiding place; thou wilt preserve me from trouble; 
Thou wilt compass me about with songs of deliverance. 

8 "I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: 
"I will counsel thee with mine eye upon thee." 

Be ye not as the horse,. or as the mule, which have no understanding: 
Whose trappings must be bit and bridle to hold them in, else they will not come near 

unto thee. ' 

Many sorrows shall he to the wicked: 
But he that trusteth in the LoRD, mercy shall compass him about. 

Be glad in the LoRD, and rejoice, ye righteous: 
And shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart. 
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Festal Hymn: Blessed is the People whose God is The LORD 
CHORUS 

Rejoice in the LORD, 0 ye righteous: 33 
Praise is comely for the upright. 
Gi,·e thanks unto the LORD with harp: 
Sing praises unto him with the psaltery of ten strings. 
Sing unto him a new song; 
Play skilfully with a loud noise. 

FIRST SD!ICHORUS 

For the word of the LORD is right; 4 
And all his work is done in faithfulness. 
He loveth righteousness and judgement: 
The earth is full of the lo\"ingkindness of the LORD. 

By the word of the LORD were the hea,·ens made; 
Ancl all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. 
He !(alhcreth the waters of the sea together as an 'heap: 
He layeth up the deeps in storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the LORD: 8 
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. 
For he spake, and it was done; 
He commanded, and it stood fast. 

The LORI> bringeth the counsel of the nations to nought: 
He maketh the thoughts of the peoples to be of none effect 
The counsel of the LORD slandeth fast for ever, 
The thoughts of bis heart to all generations. 

SECOXD SE'.IICHORl:S 

Blesserl is the nalion whose God is Lhe LORD; 12 

The people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 
The LORD looketh fro:n heaven; 
He lieholdcth all the sons of men; 

From the place of his h:i.liitalion he looketh forth 
Upon all the inhabitants of the earth: 
(He that fashioneth the hearts of them all, 
That considereth all their works:) 

There is no king saved by the multitude of an host; 16 
A mighty man is not delh•cred by great strength; 
An horse is a vain thing for safety; 
~either shall he deliver any by his great power: 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, 
Upon them that hope in his mercy; 
To deliver their soul from death; 
And lo keep them alive in famine. 

CHORUS 

Our soul hath waited for the LORD: 
He is our help and our shield. 
For our heart shall rejoice in him, 
Because we have trusted in his holy name. 
Let thy mercy, 0 LORD, be upon us, 
According as we have hoped in thee. 
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Votive Hymn: My Soul shall make her Boast in the LORD 
lNTRODUCTIO'.'I 

\a I will bless the LoRD at all times: 
His praise shall continually be in my mouth 

~ My soul shall make he,r boast in the LORD: 

The meek shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

SOLO 

<!!: 0 magnify the LORD with me, 
And let us ex<tlt his n<tme together. 

lill I sought the Lo1rn, and he answered me, 
And delivered me from all my fe<trs. 

JE They looked unto him, and "·ere lightened: 
And their faces shall ne,·er be confounded. 

<!il This poor man cried, and the Lmrn heard him 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 

CHORUS 
J!? The angel of the LoRD enrnmpeth round about them that fear him, 

And delivereth them. 
] 0 taste and sec that the LORD is good: 

Blessed is the man that trustcth in him. 
i't 0 fe<tr the LORD, ye his s~ints: 

for there is no want to them that fear him. 
1L The young lions do lack, and su!Ter hunger: 

But they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing. 

SOLO 
;!JN Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach yon the fear of the LORD. 
N What man is he th.it desireth life, 

An<l lovcth many clays, that he may see good? 
© Kerp thy tongue from evil, 

And thy lips from speaking guile. 
'Ill Depart from e1•il, and do good; 

Seek peace, and pursue it. 

CHORUS 

1t The eyes of the LORD arc toward the righteous, 
And his cars arc open unto their cry . 

.S The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, 
To cut oIT the remembrance of them from the earth. 

I!!: The righteous cried, and the LORD heard, 
And clcli,·ered them out of all their troubles. 

'.ET The Lonn is nigh unto them that arc of a broken heart, 
And saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

SOLO 
mm Many are the aillictions of the righteous: 

But the LORD dclivercth him out of them all. 
!1! He kcepcth all his hones: 

Not one of them is broken. 
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CHORUS 

Z Evil will slay the wicked: 21 

And they that hate the righteous shall be condemned . 
.S The LORD redeemeth the soul of his servants: 

And none of them that trust in him shall be condemned. 

A Litany of Judgement 
St!ive thou, 0 LORD, with them that strive with me; 35 

Fight thou against them that fight against me. 
Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help: 
Draw out also the spear, and slop the way against them that pursue me: 

Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 
Let them be ashame<l ancl brought to di.'honour that seek after my :soul: 

Let them be turned back and confounded that devise my hurt. 
Let them be as chaff before the wind, 

And the angel of the LORD driving them on. 
Let their way be dark and slippery, 

And the angel of the LORD pursuing them. . 
For without cause ha Ye they Lie\ for me their net in a pit, 7 

\\"ithout cause have tlicy diggecl a pit for my soul. 
Let destruction come upon him at unawares; 

And kt his net that he hath hid catch himself: 
Into that verv destruction let him fall. 

And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: 
It shall rejoice in his salvation; 

All my bones shall s~.y, LORD, who is like unto thee,' 
Which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, 
Yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him? 

Unrighteous witnesses rise up; II 

They ask me of thin!(s that 1 know not. 
They reward me evil for good, 

To the bereaving of my soul. 
But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: 

I afllicted my soul with fasting; 
And n1y prayer returned into mine own bosom. 

I bchawrl myself as thou!(h it hr.cl been my friend or my brother: 
I bower! down mourning, as one that bewaileth his mother. 

But when I halted they rejoiced, rs 
Anrl gJthered themseh·es together: 

The abjects gathered thcmsckes together against me, 
And those whom I knew not; 

They cl id tear me, and ceased not: 
Among the profane rnockers in feasts, 
They gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

Lord, how long wilt thou look on? 
Rescue my soul from their destructions, 
l\I y darling from the lions. 

I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: 18 
I will praise thee among much people. 
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r9 Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: 
Neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause. 

For they speak not peace: 
But they devise deceitful words against them that are quiet in the land. 

Yea, they o.pened their mouth wide against me; 
They said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it. 

Thou hast seen it, 0 LORD; keep not silence: 0 Lord, be not far from me. 
Stir up Lhyself, and awake to my judgement, 
Even unto my cause, my God and my Lord. 

Judge me, 0 LoRD my God, according to thy righteousness; 
And let them not rejoice over me. 

Let them not say in their heart, Aha, so would we have it: 
Let them not say, We have swallowed him up. 

Let them be ashamed and confounded together that rejoice at mine hurt: 
Let them be clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify themselves 

against me. 
Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: 

Yea, Jet them say continually, The LORD be magnified, 
Which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant. 

28 And my tongue shall talk of thy righteousness, 
And of thy praise all the day long. 

Evil Unbounded and Infinite Good 
36 The transgression of the wicked uttereth its oracle within his heart, 

There is no fear of God before his eyes. 
For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, 
That his iniquity shall not be found out and be hated. 

The words of his mouth arc iniquity and deceit: 
He hath left off to be wise and to do good. 
He deviseth iniquity upon his bed; 
He setteth himself in a way that is not good; 
He abhorreth not evil. 

Thy Jovingkindness, 0 LORD, is in the heavens; 
Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the skies. 
Thy righteousness is like the mountains of God; 
Thy judgements are a great deep: 

0 LORD, thou preservest man and beast. 
How precious is thy lovingkindness, 0 God! 
And the children of men take refuge under the shadow of thy wings. 
They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; 
And thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. 

For with thee is the fountain of life: 
In thy light shall we see light. 

0 continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; 
And thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 

Let not the foot of pride come against me, 
And let not the hand of the wicked drive me away. 

There are the workers of iniquity fallen: 
They are thrust down, and shall not be able to rise. 
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Acrostic Meditation: The Prosperity of the Wicked 
<a Fret not thvself because of evil-doers, 37 

Neither be thou envious against them that work unrighteousness. 
For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, 

And wither as the green herb. 

:IS Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
Sn shalt thou dwell in the land, and feed securely. 

Delight thyself also in the LORD; 
And he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 

(![; Commit thy way unto the LoRD; 
Trust also in him, and he shall bring it to pass. 

And he shall make thy righteousness to go forth as the light, 
And thy judgement as the noonday. 

ID Rest in the LORD, 
And wait patiently for him; 

Fret not thyself because of him who prospercth in his way, 
Because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 

lE Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: 
Fret not thyself, it lendeth only lo evil-doing. 

For evil-doers shall be cut olT: 
But those that wait upon the LoRn, they shall inherit the land. 

JJ For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: 
Yea, thou shalt diligently consider his plare, and he shall not be. 

But the meek shall inherit the land; 
And shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 

5 

6 The wicked plotteth against the just, 12 

And gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 
The Lord shall laugh at him: 

For he seeth that his day is coming. 

Jt! The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow; 
To cast down the poor and needy, to slay such as be upright in the 

way: 
Their sword shall enter into their own heart, 

And their bows shall be broken . 

. ii Better is a little that the righteous hath 16 
Than the abundance of many wicked. 

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: 
But the LORD upholdeth the righteous. 

iit The LORD knoweth the days of the perfect: 
And their inheritance shall be for ever. 

They shall not be ashamed in the time of evil: 
And .in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. 
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lJ., But the wicked shall perish, 
And the enemies of _the LORD shall be as the excellency of the 

pastures: 
They shall consume; 

In smoke shall they consume away. 

;fJll The wicked borrowelh, and pa yeth not again: 
But the righteous dealcth graciously, and giveth. 

For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the land; 
And they that be cursed of him shall be cut off. 

:l,1l A man's goings are established of the LORD; 
And he dclighteth in his way. 

Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: 
For the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. 

<!!l I have been young, and now am old; 
Yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 

their bread. 
All the clay long he dealeth graciously, and lendeth; 

And his seed is blessed. 

lrJ Depart from evil, and do good; 
And dwell for e\·ermore. 

For the LORD loveth judgement, 
And forsaketh not his saints; 

11t They are preserved for ever: 
But the seed of the wicked shall be cut off. 

The righteous shall inherit the land, 
And dwell therein for ever . 

.S The mouth of the righteous talketh of wisdom, 
And his tongue speakcth judgement. 

The law of his God is in his heart; 
None of his steps shall slide. 

t!I: The wicked watcheth the righteous, 
And seeketh to slay him. 

The LORD will not leave him in his hand, 
Nor condemn him when he is judged. 

J:J Wait on the LoRD, 
And keep his way, 

And he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: 
When the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. 

IDl!ll I have seen the wicked in great power, 
And spreading himself like a green tree in its native soil. 

But one passed by, and, lo, he was not: 
Yea, I sought him, but he could not be found. 
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~ Mark the perfect ma~, and behold the upright: 37 
For the latter end of that man is peace. 

As for transgressors, they shall be destroyed together: 
The latter end of the wicked shall be cut ofI. 

S But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD; he is their strong 
hold in the time of trouble. 

And the LORD helpeth them, and rcscueth them: 
He rescueth them from the "·ickcd, and savcth them, 

Because they have taken refuge in him. 

Corruption Within and Foes Without 
0 LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: 38 

N'cither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
For thine arrows stick fast in me, 

And thy hand prcsseth me sore. 
There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine indignation, 

!\either is there any health in my bones because of my sin. 
For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: 

As an hea,·y burden they are too heavy for me. 
l\ly wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness. 

I am pained and bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. 
For my loins are filled with burning; 7 

And there is no soundness in my flesh. 
I am faint and sore hruised: 

I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart. 
Lord, all my desire is before thee; 

And my groaning is not hid from thee. 
My heart throbbeth, my strength faileth me: 

As for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me, 
My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my plague; 

And my kinsmen stand afar o!I. 

They abo that seek after my life lay snares for me; H 

And they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, 
And imagine deccils all the day long. 

But I, a-; a deaf man, hear not; 
And I am as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth. 

Yea, I am as a man that hearcth not, 
And in whose mouth arc no reproofs. 

For in thee, 0 Lo1m, do I hope: 
Thou wilt answer, 0 Lord my God. 

For I said, Lest they rejoice over me: 
When my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves against me. 

For I am ready to halt, 17 

And my sorrow is continually before me. 
For I will declare mine iniquity; 

I will be sorry for my sin. 
But mine enemies are lively, and are strong: 

And they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. 
777 



Psalms ~ Poet i c a I B o o k s 

20 They also that render evil for good 

39 

4 

'1 

12 

Are adversaries unto me, because I follow the thing that is good. 
Forsake me not, 0 LORD: 0 my God, be not far from me. 

Make haste to help me, 0 Lord my salvation. 

A Struggle with Despair 
I 

I said, I will take heed to my ways that I sin not with my tongue; 
I will keep my mouth with a bridle while the wicked is before me. 

I was dumb with silence; 
I held my peace, and had no comfort; 

And my sorrow was stirred; 
My heart was hot within me; 

While I was musing the fire kindled: 
Then spake I with my tongue. 

LORD, make me to know mine end, 
And the measure of my days, what it is; 

Let me know how frail I am. 
Behold, thou hast made my days as handbreadths; 

And mine age is as nothing before thee: 
Surely every man at his best estate is altogether vanity: 

Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: 
Surely they are disquieted in vain: 

He heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them. 

II 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee. 
Deliver me from all my transgressions: 
Make me not the reproach of the foolish. 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, because thou didst it. 
Remove thy stroke away from me: 
I am consumed by the blow of thine hand. 

When thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, 
Thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth: 

Surely every man is vanity. 

Hear my prayer, 0 LORD, and give ear unto my cry; 
Hold not thy peace at my tears: 

For I am a stranger with thee, 
A sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

0 spare me, that I may recover strength, 
Before I go hence, and be no more. 

A Liturgy 
Thanksgiving 

40 I waited patiently for the LORD; 
And he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 
He brought me up also out of an hor1ible pit, out of the miry clay; 
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And he set my feet upon a ro~k, and established my. goings. 
And he hath put a new song m my mouth, e\'en praise unto our God: 
l\Iany shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD. 

Pealma 

'Blessed is the man that maketh the LORD his trust, 4 
':\1>d respecteth not the proud, nor such as tum aside to lies. 
''.Iany, O LORD my God, are the wonderful works which thou hast done, 
'And thv thoughts which are to us-ward: 
'Thev cannot be set in order unto thee; 
'If l 0would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.' 

Confession of Faith 
Sacrifice and offering thou hast no delight in; 6 

(Jfiue ears It.isl tliou opened:) 
Burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 
Then said I, Lo, I am come; 

(Jn the roll of tlir book it is prescribed to me:) 
I delight to tin lhy will, 0 my God; 

(l' ca, thy law is within my heart.) 

I ha1·e publisher! righteousness in the great congregation; 9 
(Lo, I will not re/min my lips, 
0 LORIJ, thou knowest.) 

I ha1·e not hid thy righteousness within my heart; 
J ha\'e declared thy faithfulnc~s and thy salvation: 
I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation. 

Supplication 
Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, 0 LORD: II 

Let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me. 
For innumerable e\'ils ha\'e compassed me about, 
l\Iine iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am not able to look up; 
They arc more than the hairs of mine head, and my heart hath failed me. 

Be pleased, () Lo RV, lo deliver me: 
Make /1aste to help me, 0 LORD. 

Let them he ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy it: 14 
Let them be turned backward and brought to dishonour that delight in my hurt. 
Let them he clesolate by reason of their shame that say unto me, Aha, Aha. 
Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: 
Let such as love thy salvation say continually, The LORD be magnified. 

But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: 
Thou art my help and my deliverer; m"ake no tarrying, 0 my God. 

Integrity succoured in the Day of Evil 
Blessed is he that considereth the poor: 

The LORD will deliver him in the day of evil. 
The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive, 
And he shall be blessed upon the earth; 

And deliver not thou him unto the will of his enemies. 
The LORD will support him upon the couch of languishing: 

Thou makest all his bed in his sickness. 
779 
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4 I said, 0 LORD, have mercy upon me: 
Heal my soul; for I have sinned against thee. 

Mine enemies speak evil against me: 
'When shall he die, and his name perish?' 

And if he come to see me, he spcaketh vanity; 
His heart gathereth iniquity to itself: 
When he goeth abroad, he tellelh it. 

All that hate me whisper together against me: 
Ag'linst me do they devise my hurt. 

s 'An evil disease cleaveth fast unto him: 
'Ancl now that he lieth he shall rise up no more.' 

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, 
Which did eat of my bread, 

Hath lifted up his heel against me. 
But thou, 0 LORD, have mercy upon me, and raise me up, 

That I may rec1uile them. 

11 By this I know that thou delightesl in me, 

42 
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Because mine enemy doth not triumph over me. 
And as for me, Lhou upholdest me in mine integrity, 

And settest me before thy face for ever. 

18Irsscb be tbc 1!.enn, tbc ®ob of lisracl, 
;(from cilcrhwting anb to rlmlasting. 

\antrn, anb Jmcn. 

Book JI 

Exiled from the House of God 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
So panleth my soul after thee, 0 God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the li"ing God: 
When shall I come and appear before God? 

My tears have been my meat <lay and night, 
While they continually say. unto me, Where is thy God? 

These things I rem em bcr, 
And pour out my soul within me, 

How I went with the throng, and led them to the house of God, 
With the voice or joy and praise, a multitude keeping holyday. 

ll'hy art th mt cast down, 0 my soul? 
And why art thou disquieted within me? 

Hope thou in God: 
For I shall yet praise him, 
Who is the health o/ my countenance, 

And my God. 
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l\Iy soul is ca~t down within me: · 6 
Therefore do I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 
And the Hermons, from the hill 1\Iizar. 

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: 
All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 

Yet the LoRD will command his lovingkindness in the day-time, 
Ami in the night his song shall be with me, 
Ewn a prayer unto the God of my life. 

I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? 9 
\\'hv go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 

As with a sword in my bones, mine adversaries reproach me; 
While they continually say unto me, Where is thy God? 

Tl'hv art thou cast down, 0 my soul? 
Ami why art tlzou disquieted within me? 

Hope thou in God: 
For I shall yet praise him, 
11'/zo is the health of my countenance, 

And my God. 

Judge me, 0 God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation: 43 
0 dcli,·er me from the deceitful and unjust man. 

For thou art the God of my strength; why hast thou cast me off? 
Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 

0 send out thy light and thy truth; 
Let them lead me: 

Let them bring me unto thy holy hill, 
And to thy tabernacles. 

Then will I go unto the altar of God, 4 
Unto God my exceeding joy: 

And upon the harp will I praise thee, 0 God, my God. 

'VHY ART THOU CAST DOWN, 0 ~!Y SOUL? 
AND WHY ART THOU DISQUIETED WITHIN ME? 

HOPE THOU DI Gou: 
FOR I SHALi. YET PRAISE H!~f, 
Wuo IS THE TIEALTII OF MY COUNTENANCE, 

AND MY Gon. 

Our Fathers' Days and Ours 
[ 

We have heard with our ears, 0 God, 1:4 
Our fathers have told us, 

What work thou didst in their <lays, 
In the days of old. 

Thou didst drh·e out the nations with thy hand, and plantedst them in; 
Thou didst afflict the peoples, and didst spread them abroad. 

For they gat not the land in possession by their own sword 
Neither did their own arm save them: ' 

But thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, 
Because thou hadst a· favour unto them. . 
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4 'Thou art my King, 0 God: 
'Command deliverance for Jacob. 

'Through thee will we push down our adversaries: 
'Through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. 

'For I will not trust in my bow, 
'Neither shall my sword save me. 

'But thou hast saved us from our adversaries, 
'And hast put them to shame that hate us. 

'In God have we made our boast all the day long, 
'And we will give thanks unto thy name for ever.' 

II 

9 But now thou hast cast us off, and brought us to dishonour; 
And goes! not forth with our hosts. 

Thou makes! us lo turn back from the adversary: 
And they which hate us spoil for themselves. 

Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat; 
And hast scattered us among the nations. 

Thou sellest thy people for nought, 
And hast not increased thy wealth by their price. 

13 Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, 

2· 

A scorn and a derision to them that are round about us. 
Thou makes! us a byword among the nations, 

A shaking of the head among ·the peoples. 
All the day long is my dishonour before me, 

And the shame of my face hath covered me, 
For the voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth; 

By reason of the enemy and the avenger. 

llI 

All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgotten thee, 
Neither have we dealt falsely in thy covenant. 

Our heart is not turned back, 
Neither have our steps declined from thy way; 

Though thou hast sore broken us in the place of jackals, 
And covered us with the shadow of death. 

If we have forgotten the name of our God, 
Or spread forth our hands to a strange god; 

Shall not God search this out? 
For he knoweth the secrets of the heart. 

Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; 
We are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 

IV 

Awake, why sleepest thou, 0 Lord? 
Arise, cast us not off for ever. 

Wherefore hidest thou thy face, . 
And forgettest our affiiction and our oppression? 
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For our soul is bowed down to the dust: 
Our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 

Rise up for our help; 
And redeem us for thy lovingkindness' sake. 

A Royal Marriage Hymn 
My heart overfloweth with a goodly matter: 
I speak the things which I have made touching the king: 
l\ly tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 

Thou art fairer than the children of men; 
Grace is poured into thy lips: 

Therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 
Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, 0 mighty one, 

Thy glory and thy majesty. 
And in thy majesty ride on prosperously, 
In behalf of truth and meekness and righteousness: 

And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 
Thine arrows are sharp -- the peoples fall under thee -

In lhe heart of the king's enemies. · 
Thy throne is the throne of God for ever and ever: 

A sceptre of equity is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated wickedness: 

Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee 
With the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 

All thy garments smell of myrrh. and aloes, and cassia; 

Psalms 

Out of ivory palaces stringer! instruments have made thee glad. 
Kings' daughters are among thy honourable women: 

At thy right hand doth sland the queen in gold of Ophir. 

Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; 
Forget also thine own people, and thy father's house; 

So shall the king desire thy beauty: 
For he is thy Lord; and wor,hip thou him. 

And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; 
Even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour. 

The king's daughter within the palace is all glorious: 
Her clothing is inwrought with gold. 

She shall be led unto the king in broidered work: 
The virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee. 

With gladness and rejoicing shall they be led: 
They shall enter into the king's palace. 

Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, 
Whom thou shalt make princes in all the earth. 

I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: 
Therefore shall the peoples give thee thanks for ever and ever. 

The LORD of Hosts our Refuge 
God is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble. 
Therefore will we not fear, though the earth do change, 

And though the mountains be moved in the heart of the seas; 
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Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
Though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 

THE LORD OF HOSTS IS WITH us; 
THE Goo OF JACOB IS OUR REFUGE. 

There is a river, the streams whereof make glad the city of God, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: 
God shall help her at the dawn of morning. 

The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved: 
He utterer! his voice, the earth melter!. 

THE LORD OF HOSTS IS WITH us; 
TIIE Goo OF JACOll IS OUR REFUGE. 

Come, beholrl the works of the LORD, 
What desolations he hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 
He breaketh the bow, and cuttcth the spear in sunder; 
He burncth the chariots in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am Gori: 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the- earth. 

THE LORD OF Hosrs Is WITH us; 

THE Goo OF JACOB IS OUR REFUGE. 

Festal Hymn: God is gone up with a Shout 
0 clap your hands, all ye peoples; 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 

For the LORD l\[ost High is terrible; 
He is a great King over all the earth. 
He shall subrlue the peoples under us, 
Anrl the n~tions under our feet. 
He shall choose our inheritance for us, 
The excellency of Jacob whom he loved. 

God is gone up with a shout, 
The LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
Sing praises to God, sing prai-;es: 
Sing prai,;es unto our King, sing praises. 

For God is the King of all the earth -
Sing ye praises with understanding -

God reigneth over the nations: 
God silteth upon his holy throne. 
The princes of the peoples arc gathered together unto the people 

of the Gori of A brn ham: 
For the shields of the earth belong unto God; 
He Is greatly exalted. 

Song of Deliverance: God is known in Zion for a Refuge 
Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, 
In the city of our God, in -his holy mountain. 
Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, 

784 



l\1 iscellaneous Psalms e<--

Is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, 
The city of the great King. 
God hath made himself known in her palaces for a refuge. 

For, lo, the kings assembled themselves, 
They passed by together. 
They saw it, then were they amazed; 
They were dismayed, they hasted away. 
Trcmblin~ took holcl of them there; pain, as of a woman in travail, 
As with the cast wind that breaketh the ships of Tarshish. 

As we ha ,.c heard, so have we seen 
In the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: 
God will establish it for ever. 

Psalms 

We ha,·e thought on thy lm;ngkindness, 0 God, in the midst of thy temple. 
As is thy name, 0 God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: 
Thy right hancl is full of righteousness. 

Let mount Zion be glad, let the daughters of Judah rejoice, because of thy 
jud.~L'nH·nts. 

s 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her: 12 

Tell the towers thereof, mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; 
That ye may tell it to the g2neration following. 
For this God is our God for ever and ever: 
He will be our guide even unto death. 

Man that is in Honour 
Hear this, all ye peoples; 

Girn ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: 
Both low and hi~h, 

Rich and poor to~dher. 
My mouth shall speak wisdom; 

And the meditatiun of my heart shall be of understanding. 
I will incline mine ear to a parable: 

I will open my <lark saying upon the harp. 

Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, 
When iniciuity at my heels compasselh me about? 
They that t:·ust in their wealth, 
And boast themsclv~~ in the multitude of their riches; 
None of them can by any means redeem his brother, 
Nor give to God a ransom [or him: 

(For the redemption of their soul is costly, 
And must be let alone for ever:) 

That he shoulrl still live alway, 
That he should not see corruption. 
Yea, he shall see it: wise men die, 
The fool and the brutish together perish, 
And leave their wealth to others. 
Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, 
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And. their dwelling places to all generations; 
They call their lands after their own names. 

12 But man being in honour abideth not: 
II e is like the beasts that perish. 

(This their way is their folly: 
Yet after them men approve their sayings.) 

They are appointed as a flock for Sheol; 
Dealh shall be their shepherd: 
And the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; 
And their beauty shall be for Sheol to consume, that there be no habi 

talion for it. 
15 But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol: 

For he shall receive me. 
Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, 
When the glory of his house is increased: 
For when he dielh he shall carry nothing away; 
His glory shall not descend after him. 
Though while he lived he blessed his soul, 
And men praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself, 
He shall go to the generation of his fathers; 
They shall never see the light. 

20 Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, 
Is like the beasts that perish 

A Vision of Judgement 
50 The God of gods, the LORD, hath spoken, 

And called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down 
thereof. 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined forth. 
Our God cometh, and shall not keep silence: 

A fire devourelh before him, 
And it is very tempestuous round about him. 

He calleth to the heavens above, 
And to the earth, that he may judge his people: 

"Gather my saints togelher unto me; 
"Those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice": 

6 And the heavens declare his righteousness; 
For God is judge himself. 

GOD 

Hear, 0 my people, and I will speak; 
0 Israel, and I will testify un'.o thee: 
I am God, even thy Goel. 

I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices; 
And thy burnt offerings are continually before me. 
I will take no bullock out of thy house, 
Nor he-goats out of thy folds. 

10 For every beast of the forest is mine, 
And the cattle upon a thousand hills. 
I know all the fowls of the mountains: 
And the wild beasts of the 1ielr1 are mine. 
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If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: 
For the world is mine, and the fulness, thereof. 
Will I eat the flesh of bulls, 
Or drink the blood of goats? 

Offer unto God the sacrifice of thanksgiving; 
And pay thy vows unto the ~lost lli)?;h: 
And call upon me in the day of trouble; 
I will deli\"er thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 

Psalms 

12 

But unto the wicked God saith, 16 
What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, 
And that thou hast taken my covenant in thy mouth? 

Seeing thou hates! instruction, 
And castes! my words behind thee. 
When thou sawest a thief, thou consentedst with him, 
And hast been partaker with adulterers. 
Thou givest thy mouth to e,·il, 
And thy tongue frameth deceit. 
Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother; 
Thou slanderest thine own mother's son. 
These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; 21 

Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: 
But I will reprove thee, 
And set them in order before thine eyes. 

Now consider this, ye that forget God, 
Lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver: 
Whoso offereth the sacrifice of thanksgi,·ing glorificth me; 
And to him that ordereth his comersation aright will I shew the salva

tion of God. 

Prayer of a Sin-stricken Conscience 
Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to thy lovingkindness: 51 

According to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my trans
gressions. 

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, 
And cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: 
And my sin is ever before me. 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 4 

And done that which is evil in thy sight: 
That thou mayest be justilied when thou speakest, 

And be clear when thou judges!. 
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 

And in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: 6 
And in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Make me to hear joy and gladness; 
That the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
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9 Hide thy face from my sins, 
And blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; 
And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence; 
And take not thy holy spirit from me. 

12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation: 
And uphold me with a free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 
And sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, 0 God, thou God of my salvation; 
And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

15 0 Lord, open thou my lips; 
And my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

For thou delightest not in sacrifice; else would I give it: 
Thou hast no pleasure in burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a bmken spirit: 
A broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not despise. 

* 18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: 
Build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shalt thou delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, 
In burnt offering and whole burnt offering: 

Then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

The Mighty Man of Mischief 
52 Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, 0 mighty man? 

The mercy of God endureth continually. 
Thy tongue devise th very wickedness; 

Like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. 
Thou lovest evil more than good; 

And lying rather than to speak righteousness. 
Thou lovest all devouring words; 

0 thou deceitful tongue. 

S God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, 
He shall take thee up, and pluck thee out of thy tent, 
And root thee out of the land of the living. 

The righteous also shall see it, and fear, 
And shall laugh at him, saying, 

Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; 
But trusted in the abundance of his riches, 
And strengthened himself in his wickedness. 

But as for me, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: 
I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 

9 I will' give thee thanks for ever, because thou hast done it: 
And I will wait on thy name, for it is good, in the presence of thy saints. 
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Judgement of a Corrupt World 
The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. 
Corrupt are they, and haYe done abominable iniquity; 

There is none that doeth good. 

God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 
To >l'e if there were any that did understand, 

That did seek after God. 

l'salma 

53 

Ewry one of them is gone back; they are together become filthy; 3 
There is none that doeth good, • 

No, not one. 

"ffaye the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 
"Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 

"And call not upon God?" 

There were they in great fear, where no fear was: s 
For (;or\ h'.lth sc.attercd the bones of him that encampeth against thee; 

Thou hast put them to shame, because God hath rejected them. 

* Oh that the s'.l\rntion of Israel were come out of Zion! 
When God bringeth back the captivity of his people, 

Then shall Jacob rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

God mine Helper 
Save me, 0 God, by thy name, 

And judge me in thy might. 
Hear my prayer, 0 God; 

Give car to the words of my mouth. 
For strangers are risen up against me, 

And violent men have sought after my soul: 
They have not set God before them. 

Behold, God I,; mine helper: 
The Lord is of them that uphold my soul. 

He shall requite the evil unto mine enemies: 
Destroy thou them in thy truth. 

With a freewill offering will I sacrifice unto thee: 
I will give thanks unto thy name, 0 LORD, for it is good. 

For he hath delivered me out of all trouble; 
And mine eye hath seen my desire upon mine enemies. 

Litany of the Oppressed 
Give ear to my prayer, 0 God; 

And hide not thyself from my supplication. 
Attend unto me, and answer me: 

I am restless in' my complaint, and moan; 
Because of the voice of the enemy, 

Because of the oppression of the wicked. 
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Fur they cast iniquity upon me, 
And in anger they persecute me. 

My heart is sore pained within me: 

->6 Poetical Boob 

And the terrors of death are fallen upon me. 
Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, 

And horror hath overwhelmed me. 

And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! 
Then would I fly away, and be at rest. 

Lo, then would I wander far off, 
I would lodge in the wilderness. 

I would haste me to a shelter 
From the stormy wind and tempest. 

Destroy, 0 Lord, and divide their tongue: 
For I have seen violence and stri[e in the city. 

Day and night they go about it upon the walls thereof: 
Iniquity also and mischief are in the midst of it. 

Wickedness is in the midst thereof: 
Oppression and guile depart not from her streets. 

For it was not an enemy that reproached me -
Then I could have borne it -

Neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me
Then I would have hid myself from him -

But it was thou, a man mine equal, 
My companion, and my familiar friend. 

We took sweet counsel together, 
We walked in lhe house of God with the throng. 

Let death come suddenly upon them, let them go down alive into the pit: 
For wickedness is in their dwelling, in the midst of them. 

As for me, I will call upon God; 
And the LORD shall save me. 

Evening, and morning, and at noonday, will I complain, and moan: 
And he sh:i.11 hear my voice. 

He hath redeemed my soul in peace from the battle that was against me: 
For they were many that strove with me. 

God shall hear, and answer them, 
Even he that abideth of old, 

The men who have no changes, 
And who fear not God. 

He hath put forth his hands agains: such as were at peace with him: 
He .hath profaned his covenant. 

His mouth was smooth as butter, 
But his heart was war: 

His words were softer than oil, 
Yet were they drawn swords. 

Cast thy burden upon the LORD, 
And he shall sustain thee: 

He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. 
But thou, 0 God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: 
Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall not live out half their days; 

But I will trust in thee. 
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God is for me 
Be merciful unto me, 0 God; for man would swallow me up: 56 

All the day long he fighting oppresseth me. 
Mine enemies would swallow me up all the day long: 

For they be many that fight proudly against me. 
What time I am afraid, 

I will put my trust in thee. 
In God I will praise his word: 
In God have I put my trust, I will not be afraid; 

What can flesh do u11to me? 

All the day long they wrest my words: 
All their thoughts are against me for evil. 

They gather themselves together, they hide themselves, they mark 
my steps, 

Even as they have waited for my soul. 
Shall they escape by iniquity? 

In anger cast down the peoples, 0 God. 
Thou tellest my wanderings: 
Put thou my tears into thy bottle; 

Are they not in thy book' 
Then shall mine enemies turn back in the day that I ca.II: 9 

This I know, that God is for me. 
In God will I praise his word: 

In the LORD will I praise his word. 
In God have I put my trust, I will not be afraid;· 

lVhat can man do unto me? 

Thy vows are upon me, 0 God: r2 

I will render thank ofTerings unto thee. 
For thou hast delivered my soul from death: 
Hast thou not delivered my feet from falling' 

That I may walk before God in the light of the living. 

The Enemy fallen into his own Pit 
Be merciful unto me, 0 Goel, be merciful unto me; 5~ 
For my soul takelh refuge in thee: 
Yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I take refuge, 
Until these calamities be overpast. 

I will cry unto God l\fost High, 
Unto God that pcrformeth all things for me; 
He shall send from heaven, and save me, when he that would swallov. 

me up reproacheth; 
God shall send forth his mercy and his truth. 

My soul is among lions; 4 
I lie among them that are set on fire, 
Even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, 
And their tongue a sharp sword. 

Be thou exalted, 0 God, above the heavens,· 
Let thy glory be above all the earth. 
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6 They have prepared a net for my steps; 
My soul is bowed down: 
They have digged a pit before me; 
THEY ARE FALLEN INTO THE MIDST THEREOF THEMSELVES. 

My heart is fixed, 0 God, my heart is fixed: 
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises. 
Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: 
I myself will awake right early. 

9 I will give thanks unto thee, 0 Lord, among the peoples: 
I will sing praises unto thee among the nations. 
For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, 
And thy truth unto the skies. 

BE THOU EXALTED, 0 Goo, ABOVE THE HEAVENSj 

LET THY GLORY BE ABOVE ALL THE EARTH. 

There is a God that judgeth 
58 Is the righteousness ye should speak dumb? 

Do ye judge uprightly the sons of men? 
Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; 
Ye weigh out the violence of your hands in the earth. 
The wicked arc estranged from the worn b: 
They' go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 
Their poison is like the paison of a serpent: 
They are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; 
Which hearkeneth not to the voice of charmers, charming never so 

wbely. 

6 Break their teeth, 0 God, in their mouth: 
Break out the great teeth of the young lions, 0 LORD. 

Let them melt away as water that runneth apace; 
When he aimeth his arrows, let them be as though they were cut off. 
Let them be as a snail which meltelh and passeth away: 
Like the untimely birth of a woman, that hath not seen the sun. 
Before your pots can feel the thorns, 
He shall take them away with a whirlwind, 
The green and the burning alike. 

ro The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance: 

59 

He shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. 
So that men shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: 

Verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

War Ballad : The Terror by Night 
Deliver me from mine enemies, 0 my God: 
Set me on high from them that rise up against me. 
Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, 
And save me from the bloodthirsty men. 
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For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul; 
The mighty gather themselves together against me: 
Not for my transgression, nor for my sin, 0 LORD; 
They run and prepare themselves without my fault. 

Awake thou to help me, and behold; . 
Even thou, 0 LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel, 
Arise to visit all the heathen: 
Be not merciful to any wicked transgressors. 

They return at evening, 
They make a noise like a dog, 
And go round about the city. 

Behold, they belch out with their mouth; 
Sword,; are in their lips -
'For who doth hear'? 

But thou, 0 LORD, shalt laugh at them: 
Thou shalt have all the heathen in derision. 
0 my Strength, I will wait upon thee. 

For God is my high tower; 
The God of my mercy shall prevent me, 
God shall let me see my desire upon mine enemies. 

Slay them NOT, 

Lest my people forget: 
l\Iake them wander to and fro by thy power, 
And bring them down, 0 Lord our shield. 

For the sin of their mouth, 
And the words of their lips, 
Lel them e\·en Le taken in their pride, 
And for cursing and lying which they speak. 

Consume them in wrath, 
Consume them that they be no more: 
And let them know that God ruleth in Jacob, 
Unto the ends of the earth. 

And at evening let them return, 
Let them make a noise like !\ dog, 
And go round about the city: -

They shall wander up and down for meat, 
And tarry all night if they be not satisfied: 
But I will sing of thy strength. 

Yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning, 
For thou hast been my high tower, 
And a refuge in the day of my d'.3tress. 
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17 Unto thee, 0 my Strength, will I sing praises, 
For God is my high tower, 

60 
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The God of my mercy. 

War Anthems: A Hymn of Defeat 
Companion Hymn to Psalm cviii 

THE PEOPLE 

0 God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast broken us down; 
Thou hast been angry; 0 restore us again. 
Thou hast made the land to tremble; thou hast rent it: 
Heal the breaches thereof; for it shake th. 

Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: 
Thou hast made us lo drink the wine of staggering. 
Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, 
That they may flee from before the bow. 

THE KING 

That thy beloved may he delivered, 
Save with thy right hand, and answer us. 

God hath spoken in his holiness: "I will exult: 
"I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth. 

"Gilead is mine, and l\fanasseh is mine; . 
"Ephraim also is the defence of mine head; Judah is my sceptre. 

"Moab is my washpot; upon Edom will I cast my shoe: 
"Philistia, shout thou because of me." 

Who will bring me into the strong city? 
Who hath led me unto Edom? 

Hast not thou, 0 God, cast us olT? 
And thou goest not forth, 0 God, with our hosts. 

Give us help against the adversary: 
For vain is the help of man. 

THE PEOPLE 

Through God we shall do valiantly: 
For he it is that" shall tread down our adversaries. 

A Royal Prayer 
Hear my cry, 0 Go,d; 
Attend unto my prayer. 
From the end of the earth will I call unto thee, when my heart is over

whelmed: 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 

For thou hast been a refuge for me, 
A stron11: tower from the enemy. 
I will dwell in thy tabernacle for ever: 
I will take refuge in the covert of thy wings. 
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For thou, 0 God, hast heard my vows: 5 
Thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear thy name. 
Thou wilt prolong the king's life: 
His years shall be as many generations. 

He shall abide before God for ever: . 
O prepare lovingkindness and truth, that they may preserve him. 
So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever, 
That I may daily perform my vows. 

A Song of Trust 
My sozd waiteth only upon God: 62 

From him cometh my salvation. 
He only is my rock and my salvation: 
He is 111-y high tower; I shall not be greatly moved. 

How long will ye set upon a man 
That ye may slay him, all of you, 
Like a bowing wall, 
Like a tottering fence? 

They only consult to thrust him down from his excellency; 4 
They delight in lies; 
They bless with their mouth, 
But they curse inwardly. 

My soul, wait t/1011 onf.y upon God; 
For my expectation is from him. 
He only is my rock and my salrntion: 
He is my high tower; I shall not be moved. 

With God is my salvation and my glory: 
The rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 
Trust in him al all times, ye people: 
Pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. 

Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: 
In the balances they will go up; they ::>.re together lighter than vanily. 
Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery; 
If riches increase, set not your heart thereon. 

God hath spoken once, twice have I heard this; 
That power belongcth unto God: 
Also unto thee, 0 Lord, belongeth mercy: 
For thou rendcrest to every man according to his work. 

God of my Life 
0 God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: 
My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longclh for thee, 
In a dry and weary land, where no waler is. 

So have I looked upon thee in the sanctuary, 
To see thy power and thy glory. 

For thy lovingkindness is better than life; 
My lips shall praise thee. 

So will I bless thee while I live: 
I will lift up my hands in thy name. 
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s My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; 
And my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips; 

When I remember thee upon my bed, 
And meditate on thee in the night watches. 

For thou hast been my help, 
And in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

My soul followelh hard after thee: 
Thy right hand upholdeth me. 

But those that seek my soul shall be destroyed; 
They shall go in to the lower parts of the earth. 

They shall be given over to the power of the sword: 
They shall be a portion for foxes. 

II But the king shall rejoice in God: 
Every one that swearcth by him shall glory; 
For the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped. 

The Secret Counsel of the Wicked 
64 Hear my voice, 0 God, in my complaint: 

Preserve my life from fear of the enemy. 
Hide me from the secret counsel of evil-doers; 
From the tumult of the worker,; of iniquity: 

Who have whet their tongue like a sword, 
And have aimed their arrows, even biller words: 
That they may shoot in secret places at the perfect: 
Suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear not. 

5 They encourage themselves in an evil purpose; 
They commune of laying snares privily- 'Who shall see them?' 
They search out iniquities - 'We have accomplished a diligent search:' 
And the inward thought of every one, and the heart, is deep. 

But God shall shoot at them; 
With an arrow suddenly shall they be wounded. 
So shall they against whom their tongue was make them to stum!Jle: 
All that see them shall wag the head. 

9 And all men shall fear, and they shall declare the work of God; 
And shall wisely consider of his doing. 

65 

The righteous shall be glad ·in the Lo1m, and shall trus: in him; 
And all the upright in heart shall glory. 

A Liturgy 
Praise 

Praise waiteth for thee, 0 God, in Zion: 
And unto thee shall the vow be performed. 

Prayer 

0 thou that hearest prayer, 
Unto thee shall all flesh come. 
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Penitence 
Iniquities pre,·ail against me: 
As for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away. 

Aspiration 

Pa alms 

Blessed is the man whom thou chooses!, and causest to approach unto thee, 
That he may dwell in thy courts: 

'We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, 
'The holy place of thy temple.' 

Co11/cssio11 of Faith 
By terrible things thou wilt answer us in righteousness, 0 God of our salvation; S 

Thou that art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, 
:\nd of them that are afar off upon the sea. 

Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains; 
Being girded about with mil(ht: 

Which stilleth the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, 
:\nd the tumult of the peoples. 

They also that dwell in the uttem10st parts are afraid at thy tokens: 
Thou makes! the outgoings of the morning and eYening to rejoice. 

Adoration 
Thou Yisitest the earth, and waterest it, 9 

Thou greatly enriche;,t it; the riYer of God is full of water: 
Thou pruYidest them corn, when thou hast so prepared the earth. 

Thou watercst her furrows abundantly; thou settles! the ridges thereof: 
Thou makest it soft with showers; thou blesses! the springing thereof. 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; 
And thy paths drop fatness. 

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: 12 

And the hills are girded with joy. 
The pastures are clothed with flocks; 
The Yalleys also are COYered oYer with com; 

They shout for joy, they also sing. 

A Votive Hymn 
l\Iake a joyful noise unto God, all the earth: 6E 

Sing forth the glory of his name: 
~lake his praise glorious. 

Say unto God, How terrible arc thy works! 
Through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit themselves 

unt0 Lhee. 
All the earth shall worship thee; 

And shall sing unto thee, they shall sing to thy name. 

Come, and see the works of God; s 
He is terrible in his doing toward the children of men. 

He turned the sea into dry land: 
They went through the river on foot: 

There did we rejoice in him. 
He ruleth by his might for ever; 
His eyes obseITe the nations: 

Let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 
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8 0 bless our God, ye peoples, 
And make the voice of his praise to be heard: 

Which holdeth our soul in life, 
And suffercth not our feet to be moved. 

For thou, 0 God, hast proved us: 
Thou hast tried us, as silve~ is tried. 

Thou broughtest us into the net; 
Thou layedst a sore burden upon our loins. 

Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; 
We went through fire and through water; 

But thou broughtcst us out into a wealthy place. 

13 I will come into thy house with burnt offerings, 
I will pay thee my vows, 

Which my lips have uttered, 
And my mouth hath spoken, when I was in distress. 

I will offer unto thee burnt offerings of fatlings, with the incense of rams, 
I will offer bullocks with goats. 

Come, and hear, all ye that fear God, 
And I will declare what he hath done for my soul. 

I cried unto him with my mouth, 
And he was extolled with my tongue. 

If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
The Lord will not hear: 

19 But verily God hath heard; 

67 

4 

He hath attended to the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, 

Which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me. 

A Festal Response 
THE HIGH PRIEST 

The LORD bless thee, 
And keep thee; 

The Lo1w make his face to shine upon thee, 
And be gracious unto thee; 

The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, 
And give thee peace I 

THE PEOPLE 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us,. 
And cause his fare to shine upon us; 

That thy way rriay be known upon earth, 
Thy saving health among all nations. 

LET THE PEOPLES PRAISE THEE, 0 Gon, 
LET ALL THE PEOPLES PRAISE THEE. 

0 let the nations be glad, 
And sing for joy: 

For thou shalt judge the peoples with equity, 
And govern the nations upon earth. 

LET THE PEOPLES PRAISE THEE, 0 Gon, 
LET ALL THE PEOPLES PRAISE THEE. 
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The earih hath yielded her increase: 
God, even our own God, shall bless us. 

God shall bless us; 
And all the ends of the earth shall fear him. 

LET THE PEOPLES PRAISE THEE, 0 Goo, 
LET ALL THE PEOPLES PRAISE THEE. 

A Processional Hymn 

Psalms 

6 

Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered; 68 
Let them also that hate him flee before him. 

As smoke is driven away, 
So drive them away: 

As wax melteth before the fire, 
So let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

But let the righteous be glad; let them exult before God; 
Yea, let them rejoice with gladness. 

Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: 
Cast up a high way for him that rideth through the deserts; 

His name is J AH; 
And exult ve before him. 

A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy 
habitation. 

God setteth the solitary in families: 
He bringeth out the prisoners into prosperity: 
But the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

0 God, when thou wentest forth before thy people, 7 
When thou didst march through the wilderness; 

The earth trembled, the heavens also dropped at the presence of God: 
Yon Sinai at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

Thou, 0 God, didst send a plentiful rain, 
Thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was weary. 

Thy congregation dwelt therein: 
Thou, 0 God, didst prepare of thy goodness for the poor. 

The Lord giveth the word: u 
The women that publish the tidings are a great host. 

'Kings of armies flee, they flee, 
And she that tarrieth at home divideth the spoil' -

'Will ye lie amonr: the sheepfolds?' -
'The wings of a dm•e covered with silver and her pinions with yellow gold' -

'When the A /mighty scattered kings therein 
It was as when it snoweth in Zalmon.' -

A mountain of God is the mountain of Bashan; '5 
An high mountain is the mountain of Ilashan. 

Why look ye askance, ye high mountains, at the mountain which God 
hath desired for his abode? 

Yea, the LORD will dwell in it for ever. 
'The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands upon thousands' -
The Lord is among them, Sinai is in the sanctuary. 
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18 'T.~ou hast ascended on high, thou hast led thy captivity captive, thou has I 
received gifts among men' -

Yea, among the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell with 
them. 

II 

19 Blessed be the Lord, who daily bcareth our burden, 
Even the God who is o•\f salvation. 
God is unto ns a God of ddiverances; 
And unto JEHOVAH the Lord beloPg the issues from death. 
But God shall smile through the head of his enemies, 
The luiry scalp of such an one as goeth on still in his guiltiness. 
The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan, 
I will bring them again from the depths of the sea: 
That thou mayest dip thy foot in blood, 
That the tongue of thy dogs may have its portion from thine enemies. 

They have seen thy goings, 0 God, 
Even the goings of my God, my King, into the sanctuary. 
The singers went before, the minstrels followed after, 
In the midst of the damsels playing with timbrels. 
Bless ye God in the congregatioPs, 
Even the Lord, ye that are of the fountain of Israel. 
There is little Benjamin their ruler, 
The princes of Judah and their council, 
The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali. 

28 Thy God hath commanded thy strength: 
Strengthen, 0 God, that which thou hast wrought for us. 
Because of thy temple at Jerusalem kings shall bring presents unto thee. 
Rebuke the wild beast of the reeds, 
The multitude of the bulls, with the calves of the peoples, 
Every one submitting himself with pieces of silver; 
Scatter thou the peoples that delight in war. 
Princes shall come out of Egypt; 
Ethiopia shall haste to stretch out her hands unto God. 

32 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms c;f the earth; 
0 sing praises unto the Lord; 
To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which are of old: 

69 

Lo, he uttereth his voice, and that a mighty voice. 
Ascribe ye strength unto God: 
His excellency is over Israel, 
And his strength is in the skies. 
0 God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places: 
The God of Israel, he giveth strength and power unto his people. 
Blessed be God. 

A Curse turned to a Blessing 
Save me, 0 God; 

For the waters are come in W1ta my soul. 
I sink in deep mire, 

Where there is no standing: 
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I am come into deep waters, 
\\'here the floods overflow me. 

I am weary with my crying; my throat is dried: 
l\Iinc eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

Paalma 

The\' that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: 4 
T'hey that would cut me off, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: 

Then I restored that which I took not away. 
0 God, thou knowest mv foolishness; 

And my sins are not hid from thee. 
Let not tliem that wait on thee be ashamed through me, 0 Lord GOD of hosts: 

Let not those that seek thee be brought to dishonour through me, 0 God 
of Israel. 

Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; 
Shame hath covered my face. 

I am become a ~!ranger unto my brethren, 8 
,\nd an alien unto mv mother's children. 

For the zeal of thini; h~use hath eaten me up; 
..\ncl tl1e reproaches of them that reproach thee are fallen upon me. 

\\'hen I wept, and ch:istened my soul with fasting, 
That was to my reproach. 

\\'hen I made sackcloth my clothing, 
I became a proverb unto them. 

They that sit in the gate talk of me; 12 

And I am the song of the drunkards. 
But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, 0 LORD, in an acceptable time: 

0 God, in the multitude of thy mercy, answer me in the truth of thy sal
\'ation. 

Deli\'er me out of the mire, and let me not sink: 
Let me be dcli,·ered from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters. 

Let not the waterflood O\'erwhelm me, 
Neither let the deep swallow me up;· 

And let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. 

Answer me, 0 LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good: 16 
According to the multitude of thy tender mercies turn thou unto me. 

And hicle not thy face from thy ser\'ant; 
For I am in distress; answer me speedily. 

Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: 
Ransom me because of mine enemies. 

Thou knowcst my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: 
Mine adversaries are all before thee. 

Reproach hath broken my heart; 20 

And I am full of heaviness: 
And I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; 

And for com forte•s, but I found none. 
They gave me also gall for my meat; 

And in my thirst they gave me vinegar lo drink. -

Let their table before them become a snare; 
And when they are m peace, let it become a trap. 
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Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; 
And make their loins continually to shake. 

Pour out thine indignation upon them, 
And let the fierceness of thine anger overtake them. 

Let their habitation be desolate; 
Let none dwell in their tents. 

For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten; 
And they tell of the sorrow of those whom thou hast wounded. 

Add iniquity unto their iniquity: 
And let them not come into thy righteousness. 

Let them be blotted out of the book of life, 
And not be written with the righteous. -

29 But I am poor and sorrowful: 
Let thy salvation, 0 God, set me up on high. -

I will praise the name of God with a song, 
And will magnify him with thanksgiving: 

And it shall please the LORJJ better than an ox, 
Or a bullock that hath horns and lzoofS. 

The meek have seen it, and arc glad: 
Ye that seek after God, let your heart live. 

33 For the LORD heareth the needy, 
And despise/It not his prisoners. 

Let heaven and earth praise him, 
The seas, and every thing that moveth therein. 

For God will save Zion, and build the cities of Judah: 
And they shall abide there, and have it in possession. 

The seed also of his servants shall inherit it; 
And they that love his name shall dwell therein. 

Litany of the Poor and Needy 
70 Make haste, 0 God, to deliver me; 

Make haste to help me, 0 LORD. 

Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul; 
Let them be turned backward and brought to dishonour that delight in 

my hurt. 
Let them be turned back by reason of their shame that say, Aha, Aha. 
Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee; 
And let such as love thy salvation say continually, Let God be ma!,mified. 

5 But I am poor and needy; make haste unto me, 0 God: 
Thou art my help and my deliverer; 0 LORD, make no tarrying. 

In Old Age not Forsaken 
I 

71 In thee, 0 LORD, do I put my trust: 
Let me never be ashamed. 

Deliver me in thy righteousness, and rescue me: 
Bow down thine ear .unto me, and save me. 
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Be thou to me a rock of habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: 3 
Thou hast gi\'en commandment to save me; 
For thou art my rock and my fortress. 

Rescue me, 0 my God, out of the hand of the wicked, 
Out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man. 

For thou art my hope, 0 Lord Goo: 
Thou art my trust from my youth. 

By thee ha\'e I been holden up from the womb: 
Thou art he that took me out of my mother's bowels. 

l\Iy praise shall be continually of thee: 
I am as a wonder unto many; but thou art my strong refuge. 7 

l\Iy mouth shall be filled with thy praise, 
And with thy honour all the day. 

Cast me not off in the time of old age; 
Forsake me not when my strength faileth. 

For mine enemies speak concerning me; 
And they that watch for my soul take counsel together: 

'God hath forsaken him: 
'Pursue and take him; for there is none to deliver.' 

0 God, be not far from me: 12 

0 my God, make haste to help me. 
Let them be ashamed and consumed that arc ad\'ersaries to my soul; 

Let them be covered with reproach and dishonour that seek my hurt. 
But I will hope continually, 

And will praise thee yet more and more. 
l\Iy mouth shall tell of thy righteousness and of thy salvation all the day; 

For I know not the numbers thereof. 
I will come with the mighty acts of the Lord Goo: 

I will make mention of thy righteousness, e\'en of thine only. 
0 God, thou hast taught me from my youth; 17 

And hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. 
Yea, e\'en when I am old and grayheaded, 0 God, forsake me not; 

Until I ha\'e declared thy strength unto the next generation, 
Thy might to every one that is to come. 

II 

Thy righteousness also, 0 God, is very high; 19 

Thou who hast done great things, 0 God, who is like unto thee? 
Thou, which hast shewed us many and sore troubles, 

Shalt quicken us again, 
And shalt bring us up again from the depths of the earth. 

Increase thou my greatness, 
And tum again and comfort me. 

I will also praise thee with the psal1'ry, even thy truth, 0 my God; u 
Unto thee will I sing praises with the harp, 0 thou Holy One of Israel. 

My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing praises unto thee; 
And my soul, which thou hast redeemed. 

My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long: 
For they are ashamed, for they are confounded, that seek my hurt. 
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A Dynasty of Righteousness 
Thine hou.se and thy kingdom shall be made sure /or ever be/ore thee: thy throne shalt be estab

lished /or ever. 

Give the king thy judgements, 0 God, 
And thy righteousness unto the king's son. 

He shall judge thy people with righteousness, 
And thy poor with judgement. 

The mountains shall bring peace to the people, 
And the hills, in righteousness. 

He shall judge the poor of the people, 
He shall sn.ve the children of the needy, 

And shall break in pieces the oppressor. 
They shall fear thee while the sun cnclureth, 

And so long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
He shall come clown like rain upon the mown grass: 

As showers that waler the earth. 
In his days shall the righteous flourish; 

And abundance of peace, till the moon be no more. 
He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 

And from the River unto the ends of the earth. 
They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; 

And his enemies shall lick the dust. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: 
The kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: 
All nations shall serve him. 

For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; 
And the poor, that hath no helper. 

He shall have pity on the poor and needy, 
And the souls of the needy he shall save. 

He shall redeem their soul from oppression and violence; 
And precious shall their blood be in his sight: 

And they shall live; and to him sha!J be given of the gold of Sheba: 
And men shall pray for him continually; 
They shall bless him all the day Jong. 

There shall be abundance of com in the earth upon the top of the 
mountains; 

The fruit thereof shall shak<" like Lebanon: 
And they o[ the city shall flourish like grass of the earth. 

His name shall endure for ever; 
His name shall be con Lin ued as long as the sun: 

And men shall be blessed in him; 
All nations shall call him happy. 

~lesl!cb be tbc 11.Qlitm ®ob, t!)c ®ob of lfl!itacl, 
WIJo onl!J boctb ttonbtDllll t!)ings: 

)!nb blusseb be bis glorious namr for ri.JCt; 
)!nb let tbe illi)olc rnrtb br fillcb IDitb bis glot!!, 

\!men, anb .:\mm. 
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The Mystery of Prosperous Wickedness 
Surely God is good to Israel, 
E\·en to such as are pure in heart. 
But as for me, my feet were almost gone; 
~Iy steps had well nigh slipped. 
For I was envious at the arrogant, 
\\'hen 1 saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

For there are no bands in their death: 
But their strength is firm. 
Thev are not in trouble as other men; 
Neiiher arc they plagued like other men. 
Therefore pride is as a chain about their neck; 
Violence covereth them as a garrncn t. 

Their en·s stand out with fatness: 
Thcv have more than heart could wish. 
They scoff, and in wickedness utter oppression: 
They speak loftily. 
The\' haYe set their mouth in the heavens, 
Ancf their tongue walkcth through the earth. 

Therefore his people return hither: 
And waters of a full cup are wrung out by them. 
And they say, 'How doth God know? 
'And is there knowledge in the Most High? 
'Behold, these are the wicked; 
'And, being alway at ease, they increase in riches.' 

Surely in vain have I deansed my heart, 
And washed my hands in innocency; 
For all the day long have I been plagued, 
And chastened every morning. 

Paalms 
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5 

10 

If I had said, I will speak thus; 15 
Behold, I had dealt treacherously with the generation of thy children. 
When I thought how I might know this, 
It was too painful for me: 

Until I went into the sanctuary of God, 
And considered their latter end. 
Surely thou settest them in slippery places: 
Thou castcst them down to destruction. 
How are they become a desolation in a moment! 
They arc utterly consumed with terrors. 

As a dream when one awaketh; 20 

So, 0 Lord, when thou awakes!, thou shalt despise their image. 
(For my heart was grieved, 
And I was pricked in my reins: 
So brutish was I, and ignorant; 
I was as a beast before thee I) 
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23 Nevertheless I am continually with thee: 
Thou hast holden my right hand. 
Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 
And afterward receive me with glory. 
Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
And there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

26 My flesh and my heart faileth: 
But God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever. 
For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish: 
Thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. 
But it is good for me to draw near unto God: 
I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may tell of all thy work~ 

Elegy of the Ruined Sanctuary 

74 0 God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? 
Why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture? 
Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old, 
Which thou hast redeemed to be the tribe of thine inheritance; 
And mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt. 

3 Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual ruins, 
All the evil that the enemy hath done in the sanctuary. 
Thine adversaries have roared in the midst of thine assembly; 
They have set up their ensigns for signs. 
They seemed as men that lifted up axes upon a thicket of trees. 
And now all the carved work thereof together they break down with 

hatchet and hammers. 

7 They have set thy sanctuary on fire; 
They have profaned the dwelling place of thy name even to the ground. 
They said in their heart, Let us make havoc of them altogether: 
They have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land. 
We see not our signs, there is no more any prophet; 
Neither is there among us any that knoweth how long. 

10 How long, 0 God, shall the adversary reproach? 
Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever? 
Why drawest thou back thy hand, 
Even thy right hand? 
Pluck it out of thy bosom and conswne them. 

II 

n Yet God is my King of old, 
Working salvation in the midst of the earth. 

Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: 
. Thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters. 
Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, 

Thou gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness. 
Thou didst cleave fountain and flood: 

Thou driedst up mighty rivers. 
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The day is thine, the night also is thine: 16 
Thou hast prepared the light and the sun. 

Thou hast set all the borders of the earth: 
Thou hast made summer and winter. 

Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, 0 LORD, 18 
.-\nd that a foolish people have blasphemed thy name. 

O delil'er not the soul of thy turtledo,·e unto the wild beast: 
Forget not the life of thy poor for ever. 

Haw rc~pect unto the covenant: 
For the dark places of the land are full of the habitations of violeme. 

0 let not the oppressed return ashamed: 
Let the poor and needy praise thy name. 

Arise, 0 God, pkad thine own cause: 22 

Remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee all the day. 
Forget not the rnice of thine ad\·ersaries: 

The tumult of those that rise up against thee which ascendeth continually. 

God is the Judge 
We gi\·e thanks unto thee, 0 God, we give thanks; 75 
For ti.at thy name is near thy wondrous works declare. 

"\\'hen I shall find the set time, , 
"I will judge upri1d1tly. 

"\\'hen the earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dissolved, 
"I set up the pillars of it. 

"I said unto the arrogant, 4 
"Deal not arrogantly; 

"And to the wicked, Lift not up the horn, 
"Lift not up your horn on high; 
''Speak not with a still neck." 

For neither from the east nor from the west nor yet from the south cometh 
lifting up: 

llut God is the judge, he putteth down one and lifteth up another. 7 
For in the hand of the LoRo there is a cup, and the wine foameth; 
It is full of mixture, and he poureth out of the same: 

Surely the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them 
out and drink them. 

But I will declare for ever, 
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 

All the horns of the wicked also will I cut oil; 
But the horns of the righteous shall be lifted up. 

Song of Deliverance: The Stouthearted Spoiled 
In Judah is God known: 
His name is great in Israel. 
In Salem also is his covert, 
And his lair in Zion. 
There he brake the arrows of the bow; 
The shield, and the sword, and the battle. 
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Glorious art thou and excellent, 
From the mountains of prey. 
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The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep; 
And none of the men of might have found their hands. 
At thy rebuke, 0 God of Jacob, 
Both chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep. 

Thou, even thou, art to be feared: 
And who may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry? 
Thou didst cause sentence lo be heard from heaven; 
The earth feared, and was still, 
When God arose to judgement, 
To save all the meek of the earth. 

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: 
The residue of wrath shalt thou gird upon thee. 
Vow, and pay unto the LORD your God: 
Let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought to 

be feared. 
He shall cut off the spirit of princes: 
He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 

The Right Hand of the Most High changeth not 
I will cry unto God with my voice; 

Even unto God with my voice, and he will give ear unto me. 
In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: 

My hand was stretched out in the night, and slacked not; 
My soul refused to be comforted. 

I remember God, and am disquieted: 
I complain, and my spirit is overwhelmed. 

Thou holdest mine eyes watching: 
I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 

I have considered the days' of old, 
The years of ancient times. 

I call to remembrance my song in the night: 
I commune with mine own heart: 
And my spirit made diligent search. 

'Will the Lord cast off for ever? 
'And will he be favourable no more? 

'ls his mercy clean gone for ever? 
'Doth his promise fail for evermore? 

'Hath God forgotten to be gracious? 
'Hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies?' 

And I said, This is my infirmity -
That the right hand of the Most High doth change I 

I will make mention of the deeds of the LORD; 
For I will remember thy wonders of old. 

I will meditate also upon all thy work, 
And muse on thy doings. 
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Thv way, 0 God, is in holiness: 13 
\\rho is a great god like unto God? 

Thou art the God that doest wonders: 
Thou hast made k.nown thy strength among the peoples. 

Thou hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, 
The sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

The waters saw thee, 0 God; 16 
The waters saw thee, they were afraid: 
The depths also trembled. 

The clouds poured out waler; 
The skies sent out a sound: 

Thine arrows also went abroad; 
The \'oice of thy thunder was in the whirlwind. 

The lightnings lightened the world: 
The earth trembled and shook. 

Thy way was in the sea, 19 
And thy paths in the great waters, 

. .\nd thy footsteps were not known. 
Thou lcddest thy people like a flock, 

By the hand of i\Ioses and Aaron. 

National Hymn of the Kingdom of Judah 
Gin· ear, ()my people, to my law: 78 

Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in a parable; 

I will utter dark :Sayings of old: 
\Yhich we hal'e heard and known, 

. .\nd our fathers have told us. 
\\'e will not hide them from their children, 

Telling to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, 
And his strength, and his wondrous works that he hath done. 

For he established a testimony in Jacob, 5 
And appointed a law in Israel, 

\\'hich he commanded our fathers, 
That they should make them known to their children: 

That the generation to come might know them, 
E,·cn the children which should be born; 

\\'ho should arise and tell them to their children: 
That they might set their hope in God, 7 

And not forget the works of God, 
But keep his commandments: 

And might not be as their fathers, 
A stubborn and rebellious generation; 

A generation that set not their heart aright, 
And whose spirit was not stedfast with God. 

The children of Ephraim, being armed and carrying bows, 9 
Turned back in the day of battle. 
They kept not the covenant of God, 
And refused to walk in his law; 
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And they forgat his doings, 
And his wondrous works that he had shewed them. 

Marvellous things did he in the sight of their fathers, 
In the land ,of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
He clave the sea, and causerl them to pass through; 
And he made the waters to stand as an heap. 
In the day-time also he led them with a cloud, 
And all the night with a light of fire. 
He clave rocks in the wilderness, 
And gave th~m drink abundantly as out of the depths. 
He brought streams also out of the rock, 
And caused waters to run down like rivers. 

Yet went they on still to sin against him, 
To rebel against the Most High in the desert. 
And they tempted God in their heart 
By asking meat for their lust. 
Yea, they spake against God: 
'Can God prepare a table in the wilderness? 
'Behold, he smote the rock, that waters gushed out, 
'And streams overflowed; 
'Can he give bread also? 
'Will he provide flesh for his people?' 

Therefore the LORD heard, and was wroth: 
And a fire was kindled against Jacob, 
And anger also went up against Israel; 
Because they believed not in God, 
And trusted not in his salvation. 
Yet he commanded the skies above, 
And opened the doors of heaven; 
And he rained down manna upon them to eat, 
And gave them of the corn of heaven. 
Man did eat the bread of the mighty: 
He sent them meat to the full. 
He caused the east wind to blow in the heaven: 
And by his power he guided the south wind. 
He rained flesh also upon them as the dust, 
And winged fowl as the sand of the seas: 
And he let it fall in the midst of their camp, 
Round about their habitations. 
So they did eat, and were well filled; 
And he gave them that they lusted after. 
They were not estranged from their lust, 
Their meat was yet in their mouths, 
When the anger of God went up against them, 
And slew of the fattest of them, 
And smote down the young men of Israel. 

For all this they sinned still, 
And believed not in his wondrous work. 
Therefore their days did he consume in vanity, 
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And their years in terror. 
When he slew them, then they inquired after him: 
And they returned and sought God early. 
Anti they remembered that God was their rock, 
And the Most High God their redeemer. 
But they flattered him with their mouth, 
And lied unto him with their tongue. 
For their heart was not right with him, 
Neither were they faithful in his covenant. 

Pe alma 

But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, 
And destroyed them not: 
Yea, many a time turned he his anger away, 
And did not stir up all his wrath. 
And he remembered that they were but flesh; 
A wind that passeth away, and cometh not again. 
How oft did they rebel a)!;ainst him in the wilderness, 
And grieve him in the desert! 
And they turned again and tempted God, 
And provoked the Holy One of Israel. 
They remembered not his hand, 
Nor the day when he redeemed them from the adversary. 

How he set his signs in Egypt, 
And his wonders in the field of Zoan; 
And turned their ri\·ers into blood, 
And their streams, that they could not drink. 
He sent among them swarms of flies, which devoured them; 
And frogs, which destroyed them. 
He gave also their increase unto the caterpiller, 
And their labour unto the locust. 
He destroyed their vines with hail, 
And their sycomore trees with frost. 
He gave over their cattle also to the hail, 
And their flocks to hot thunderbolts. 
He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, 
Wrath, and indignation, and trouble, 
A band of angels of evil. 
He made a path for his anger; 
He spared not their soul from death, 
But gave their life over to the pestilence; 
And smote all the firstborn in Egypt, 
The chief of their strength in the tents of Ham: 
But he led forth his own people like sheep, 
And guided them in the wilderness like a flock. 
And he led them safely, so that they feared not: 
But the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 
And he brought them to the border of his sanctuary, 
To this mountain, which his right hand had purchased. 
He drove out the nations also before them, 
And allotted them for an inheritance by line, 
And made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. 

Yet they tempted and rebelled against the Most High God, 
And kept not his testimonies; 
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But turned back, and dealt treacherously like their fathers: 
They were turned aside like a deceitful bow. 
For they provoked him to anger with their high places, 
And moved him to jealousy with their graven images. 
When God heard this he was wroth, 
And greatly abhorred Israel: 
So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, 
The tent which he placed among men; 
And delivered his strength into captivity, 
And his glory into the adversary's hand. 
He gave his people over also unto the sword; 
And was wroth with his inheritance. 
Fire devoured their young men; 
And their maidens had no marriage-song. 
Their priests fell by the sword; 
And their widows made no lamentation. 

Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep, 
Like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of wine. 
And he smote his adversaries backward: 
He put them to a perpetual reproach. 
Moreover he refused the ten l of Joseph, 
And chose not the tribe of Ephraim; 
But chose the tribe of Judah, 
The mount Zion which he loved. 
And he built his sanctuary like the heights, 
Like the earth which he hath established for ever. 
He chose David also his servant, 
And look him from the sheepfolds: 
From following the ewes that give suck he brought him, 
To feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. 
So he fed them according lo the integrity of his heart; 
And guided them by the skilfulness of his hands. 

Elegy: Jerusalem in Heaps 
0 God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; 

Thy holy temple have they defiled; 
They have laid Jerusalem on heaps. 

The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of 
the heaven, 

The flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth. 
Their blood have they shed like water round about Jerusalem; 

And there was none to bury them. 
\Ve are become a reproach to our neighbours, 

A scorn and derision to them that are round about us. 

How long, 0 LORD, wilt thou be angry for ever? 
Shall thy jealousy burn like fire? 

Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that know thee not, 
And upon the kingdoms that call not upon thy name. 

For they have devoured Jacob, 
And laid waste his habitation 
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Remember not against us the iniquities of our forefathers: 8 
Let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: 

For we are brought very low. 
Help us, 0 God of our salvation, 

for the glory of thy name: • 
And deliver us, and purge away our sins, 

for thy name's sake. 

Wnerefore should the heathen say, Where is their God? 10 

Let the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed 
Be known among the heathen in our sight. 

Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; 
According to the g-reatness of thy power preserve thou those that are 

appointed lo death; 
And render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their bosom 

Their reproach, wherewith they have reproached thee, 0 Lord. 
So ,1·e thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: 

We will shew forth thy praise to all generations. 

Elegy: The Broken Vine 
Give ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel, 80 

Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; 
Thou that dwellest between the cherubim, shine forth. 

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up thy might, 
And come to sa \"C us. 

Tl"RN us AGAIN, 0 Goo; 
AND CAUSE THY FACE TO SHINE, AND WE SHALL BE SAVED. 

0 LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy 
people? 

Thou hast fed them with the bread of tears, s 
And given them tears to drink in large measure. 

Thou makest us a strife unto our neigh hours: 
And our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Tt•RN us AGAIN, 0 Goo OF HOSTS; 
A1'D CAUSE THY FACE TO SllINE, AND WE SHALL BE SAVED. 

Thou broughtest a vine out of Egypt: 8 
Thou didst drive out the nations, and plantedst it. 

Thou preparedst room before it, 
And it took deep root, and filled the land. 

The mountains were covered with the shadow of it, 
And the boughs thereof were like cedars of God. 

She sent out her branches unto the sea, 
And her shoots unto the River. 

Why hast thou broken down her fences, :;:2 

So that all they which pass by the way do pluck her? 
The boar out of the wood doth ravage it, 

And the wild beasts of the field feed on it. 
Turn again, we beseech thee, 0 God of hosts: 

Look duwn from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine, 
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And the stock which thy right hand hath planted, 
And the branch that thou madest strong for thyself. 

It is burned with fire, it is cut down: 
They perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. 

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, 
Upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. 

So shall we not go back from thee: 
Quicken thou us, and we will tall upon thy name. 

TURN us AGAIN, 0 LORD GOD OF HOSTS; 
CAUSE THY FACE TO SHINE, AND WE SHALL BE SAVED. 

A Festal Hymn and Testimony 
Sing aloud unto God our strength: 

Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 
Take up the psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, 

The pleasant harp with the psaltery. 
Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, 

At the full moon, on our solemn feast day. 
For it is a statute for Israel, an ordinance of the God of Jacob. 

He appointed it in Joseph for a testimony, 
When he went out over the land of Egypt: 

Where I heard a language that I knew not. 

"I removed his shoulder from the burden: 
"His hands were freed from the basket. 

"Thou calledst in trouble, 
"And I delivered thee; 

"I answered thee in the secret place of thunder; 
"I proved thee at the waters of Meri bah. 

"Hear, 0 my people, and I will testify unto thee: 
("0 Israel, if thou wouldest hearken unto me!) 

"There shall no strange god be in thee; 
"Neither shalt thou worship any strange god. 

"I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt: 

"Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

"But my people hearkened not to my voice; 
"And ISrael would none of me. 

"So I let them go after the stubbornness of their heart, 
"That they might walk in their own counsels. 

"Oh that my people would hearken unto me, 
"That Israel would walk in my ways! 

"I should soon subdue their enemies, 
"And turn my hand against their adversaries. 

"The haters of the LORD should submit themselves unto him: 
"But their time should endure for ever. 

"He should feed them also with the finest of the wheat: 
"And with honey out of the rock should I satisfy thee." 
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God in judgement on the gods 
God standeth in the congregation of God; 
He judgeth among the gods. 

"How long will ye judge unjustly, 
"Aud respect the persons of the wicked? 

"Judge the poor and fatherless: 
"Do justice to the aftlicted and destitute. 

"Rescue the poor and needy: 
"Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked." 

They know not, neither do they understand; 
They walk to and fro in darkness: 
All the foundations of the earth are moved. 

"I said, Ye are gods, 
"And all of you sons of the Most High. 

"Nevertheless ye shall die like men, 
"And fall like one of the princes." 

Arise, 0 God, judge the earth: 
For thou shalt inherit all the nations. 

Judgement on the Foes of Israel 
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0 God, keep not thou silence: 83 
Hold not thy peace, and be not still, 0 God. 

For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: 
And they that hate thee have lifted up the head. 

They take crafty counsel against thy people, 
And consult together against thy hidden ones. 

They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; 
That the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. 

For they have consulted together with one consent; 
Against thee do they make a covenant: 

The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; 
Moab, and the Hagarenes; 

Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; 
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre: 

Assyria also is joined with them ; 
They have holpen the children of Lot. 

Do thou unto them as unto l\Iidian; 
As to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the river Kishon: 

Which perished at En-dor; • 
They became as dung for the earth. 

Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb; 
Yea, all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna: 

Who said, Let us take to ourselves in possession 
The habitations of God. 

815 

9 



Psalms ->8 Poetical Books 

I. 

13 0 my Goel, make them like the whirling dust; 
As stubble before the wind. 

As the fire that burneth. the forest, 
And as the flame that setteth the mountains on fire; 

So pursue them with thy tempest, 
And terrify them with thy storm. 

r6 Fill their faces with confusion; 
That they may seek thy name, 0 LORD. 

Let them be ashamed and dismayed for ev~; 
Yea, let them be confounded and perish: 

That they may know that thou alone, whose name is JEHOVAH, 
Art the Most High over all the earth. 

A Song of God's House 
84 How lovely are thy tabernacles, 0 LORD of hosts! 
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My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD; 
My heart and my flesh cry out unto the living God. 

Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, 
And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, 
Even thine altars, 0 LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: 
They will be still praising thee. 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; 
In whose heart are the high ways to Zion. 

Passing through the valley of Weeping they make it a place of springs; 
Yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings. 

They go from strength to strength, 
Every one of them appeareth before God in Zion. 

'O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: 
'Give ear, 0 God of Jacob. 

'Behold, 0 God our shield, 
'And look upon the face of thine anointed.' 

(For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand: 
I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, 
Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.) 

'For the LORD Goel is a sun and a shield: 
'The LORD will give grace and glory: 

'No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 
'0 LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.' 

Anthem of the Captivity Brought Back 
LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: 
Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. 
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Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, 2 

Thou hast co,·ered all their sin. 
Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: 
Thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger. 

'Tum us, 0 God of our salvation, 
'And cause thine indil(Tlation toward us to cease. 
'Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? 
'Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations? 
'Wilt thou not quicken us again: 
'That thy people may rejoice in thee? 

'Shew us thy mercy, 0 LORD, 
'And grant us thy salvation. 
'I will hear what God the LORD will speak: 
'For he will speak peace unto his people, 
'And to his saints: 
'But let them not tum again to folly.' 

Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; 
That glory may dwell in our land. 

l\rercy and truth are met together; 
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth springeth out of the earth; 
And righteousness hath looked down from heaven. 

Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; 
And our land shall yield her increase. 
Righteousness shall go before him; 
And shall make his footsteps a way to walk in. 

A Liturgy 
Supplication and Penitence 

Bow down thine car, 0 LORD, and answer me; 
For I am poor and needy. 

Preserve my soul; for I am godly: 
0 thou my God, save thy servant that trusteth in thee. 

Be merciful unto me, 0 Lord; 
For unto thee do I cry all the day long. 

Rejoice the soul of thy servant; 
For unto thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, 
And plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. 

Give ear, 0 LORD, unto my prayer; 
And hearken unto the voice of my supplications. 

In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee; 
For thou wilt answer me. 

Confession of Faith 
There is none like unto thee among the gods, O Lord; 

Neither are there any works like unto thy works. 
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All nations whom tho~ hast made shall come and wo1s!1ip before thee, O Lord; 
And they shall glon[y thy name. 

For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: 
Thou art God alone. 

Teach me thy way, 0 LORD; I will walk in thy truth: 
Unite my heart to fear thy name. 

Praise 

12 .l will praise thee, 0 Lord my God, with my whole heart; 
And I will glorify thy name for evermore. 

For great is thy mercy toward me; 
And thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest pit. 

Supplication 

14 0 God, the proud are risen up against me, 
And the congregation o[ violent men have sought after my soul, 

And have not set thee before them. 
But thou, 0 Lord, art a God full of compassion and gracious, 

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 
0 turn unto me, and ha vc mercy upon me; 

Give thy strength unlo thy servant, 
And save the son of thine handmaid. 

17 Shew me a token for good; 
That they which hate me may sec it, and be ashamed, 
Because thou, Lo1rn, hast holpen me, and comforted me. 

Zion Mother of Nations 
ZION 

87 His foundation in Lhe holy mountains the LORD loveth; 
Even the gates of Zion more than all Lhe dwellings of Jacob. 
Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God. 

88 

I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon as among them that know me: 
Behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; 
This one was born there. 

Yea, of Zion it shall be said, This one and that one was born in her; 
And the Most High himself shall establish her. 
The Lonn shall count, when he writeth up the peoples, 
This one was born there. 
They that sing as well as they that dance shall say, 
All my fountains are in thee. 

Elegy: Why castest thou off my soul? 
0 LORD, the God of my salvation, 

I have cried day and night before thee: 
Let my prayer enter into thy presence; 

Incline thine ear unto my cry. 
For my soul is full of troubles, 

And my life draweth nigh unto Sheol. 
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I am counted with them that go down into the pit; 
I am as a man that hath no help: 

Cast off among the dead, 
Like the slain that lie in the grave, 

Whom thou rememberest no more; 
And they are cut off from thy hand. 

Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, 
In dark places, in the deeps. 

Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, 
;\nd thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. 

Thou hast put mine acquaintance far from me; 
Thou hast made me an abomination unto them. 

I am shut up, and I cannot come forth; 
l\fine eye wasteth away by reason of affliction. 

I have called daily upon thee, 0 LORD, 
I have spread forth my hands unto thee. 

Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? 
Shall they that are deceased arise and praise thee? 

Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? 
Or thy faithfulness in Destruction? 

Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? 
And thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness? 

But unto thee, 0 LoRD, have I cried, 
And in the morning shall my prayer come before thee. 

LORD, why castest thou off my soul? 
Why hidest thou thy face from me? 

I am alllicted and ready to die from my youth up: 
While I suffer thy terrors I am distracted. 

Thy fierce wrath is gone o\•er me; 
Thy terrors have cut me off. 

They came round about me like water all the day long; 
They compassed me about together. 

Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, 
And mine acquaintance into darkness. 

Elegiac Ode: The Covenant of David abhorred 
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I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: 89 
With my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations. 
For I have said, ~Iercy shall be built up for ever; 
Thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. 

"I have made a covenant with my chosen, 
"I have sworn unto David my servant; 
"Thy seed will I establish for ever, 
"And build up thy throne to all generations." 

And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, 0 LORD; 
Thy faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones. 
For who in the skies can be compared unto the LORD? 
Who among the sons of the mighty is like unto the LORD, 

819 

s 



Paalma 

7 

II 

IS 

19 

22 

-->8 Poetical Books 

A God very terrible in the council of the holy cmes, 
And to be feared above all them that are round about him? 
0 LORD God of hosts, who is a mighty one, like unto thee O JAH t 
And thy faithfulness is round about thee. ' 

Thou rulest the pride of the sea: 
When the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them. 
Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces, as one that is slain; 
Thou hast scattered thine enemies with the arm of thy strength 

The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: 
The world and the fulness thereof, thou hast founded them. 
The north and the south, thou hast created them: 
Tabor and H ermcm rejoice in thy name. ' 

Thou hast a mighty arm: 
Strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand. 
Righteousness and judgement are the foundation of thy throne: 
Mercy and truth go before thy face. 

Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: 
They walk, 0 LORD, in the light of thy countenance. 
In thy name do they rejoice all the day: 
And in thy righteousness are they exalted. 

For thou art the glory of their strength: 
And in thy favour our horn shall be exalted. 
For our shield bclongcth unto the LORD; 
And our king to the Holy One of Israel. 

Then thou spakest in vision to thy saints, 
And saidst, 
"I have laid help upon one that is mighty; 
" I have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

"I have found David my servant; 
"With my holy oil have I anointed him: 
"With whom my hand shall be established; 
" Mine arm also shall strengthen him. 

"The enemy shall not exact upon him; 
"Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 
"And I will beat down his adversaries before him, 
"And smite them that hate him. 

"But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him; 
"And in my name shall his horn be exalted. · 
" I will set his hand also on the sea, 
"And .his right hand on the rivers. 

"He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, 
"My God, and the rock of my salvation. 
"I also will make him my firstborn, 
"The highest of the kings of the earth. 
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"l\Iy mercy will I keep for him for evermore, 
"And my covenant shall stand fast with him. 
"His seed also will I make to endure for ever, 
"And his throne as the days of heaven. 

"If his children forsake my law, 
"And walk not in my judgements; 
"If they break my statutes, 
"And keep not my commandments; 

"Then will I visit their transgression with the rod. 
"And their iniquity with stripes. 
"Ilut my mercy will I not utterly take from him, 
"Nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. 

"1\Iy co\'enant will I not break, 
"Nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. 
"Once have I sworn by my holiness; 
"I will not lie unto David; 

" His seed shall endure for ever, 
".\nrl his throne as the sun before me. 
"It shall be established for ever as the moon, 
"And as the faithful witness in the sky." 

But thou hast cast off and rejected, 
Thou hast bft'n wroth with thinr. anointed. 
Thou hast abhorred the covenant of thy servant: 
Tlzou hast profaned his crown even to the ground. 

Thou hast broken down all his hedges" 
Tltuu hast brought lzis strong holds to ruin. 
All that pass by lite way spoil him: 
He is become a reproach lo his neighbours. 

Thrnt hast exalted tlte right hand of his adversaries," 
Thou hast made all his enemies to r.ejoice. 
Yea, thou turnest back the edge of his sword, 
And hast not made him to stand in the battle. 

Thou hast made his brightness to cease, 
And cast his throne down to the ground. 
Tltc days of his youth hast thou shortened: 
Thou hast covered him with shame. 

How long, 0 LORD, wilt thou hide thyself for ever? 
Ii ow !mtg shall thy wrath burn like fire? 
0 remember how short my time is: 
For what vanity hast thou created all the children of mini 

What man is he that shall live and not see death, 
That shall deliver !tis soul from the power of Sheol? 
Lord, where are thy former mercies, 
Which thou swarest unto David in thy faithfulness 'I 
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50 Remember, Lord, the reproach of thy servants; 

90 

4 

7 

IO 

12 

How I do bear in my bosom the reproach of all the mighty peoples • 
Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O LORD, ' 
Wherewith they have reproached the Joo/steps of thine anointed. 

18Iciuscb be tbc 1!.®l!lEI fat clmmon. 
\!men, nnb \!men. 

Boo!i IV 

Thoughts from the Song of Moses. - Psalms 90-91 

' The Eternal God is thy dwelling place.' 

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place 
In all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 
Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 
Thou turnest man to dust; 

And sayest, Return, ye children of men. 
For a thousand years in thy sight 

Arc but as yesterday when it passeth, 
And as a watch in the night. 

Thou carries! them away as with a flood; 
They are as a sleep. 

In the morning they are like grass which groweth up: 
In the morning it tlourisheth, and groweth up; 
In the evening it is cut down, and withereth. 

For we are consumed in thine anger, 
And in thy wrath are we troubled. 

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, 
Our secret sins in the light of thy countenance. 

For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: 
We bring our years to an end as a tale that is told. 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten, 
Or even by reason of strength fourscore years; 

Yet is their pride but labour and sorrow; 
For it is soon gone, and we fly away. 

• Who knoweth the power of thine anger, 
And thy wrath according to the fear that is due unto thee? 

So teach us to number our days, 
That we may get us an heart of wisdom. 
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Return, 0 LORD; how long? 13 
:\nd let it repent thee concerning thy servants. 

0 sati,;fy us in the morning with thy mercy; 
That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

l\Iakc us glad according to the days wherein thou hast affiicted us, 
And the years wherein we have seen evil. 

Let thy work appear unto thy servants. 
And thy glory upon their children. 

And let the beauty of the LoRD our God he upon us: 17 
And establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 
Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. 

II 

'U11dcrncalh are the everlasting arms.' 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most lligh 9l 
Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

I will say of the Lmm, 'He is my refuge and my fortress; 
':\ly God, in \\'horn I trust.' 

For he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
:\nd from the noisome pestilence. 

He shall CO\'er thee with his pinions, 
And under his wings shalt thou take refuge: 

His truth is a shield and a buckler. 
Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, 5 

Nor for the arrow that llieth by day; 
For the pestilence that walketh in darkness, 

!\'or for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 
A thousand shall fall at thy side, 
And ten thousand at thy right hand; 

But it shall not come nigh thee . 
. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold, a 

And see the reward of the wicked. 

'For thou, 0 LORD, art my refuge!' 
Thou hast made the Most High thy habitation: 

There shall no evil befall thee, 
Neither shall any p"1.J!:ue come niJ?:h thy tent. 

For he shall give his anJ!:els charge over thee, 11 

To keep thee in all thy ways. 
They shall bear thee up in their hands, 

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: 

The young lion and the serpent shalt thou trample under feet. 
"Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: 

" I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. 
"He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; 

"I will be with him in trouble: ' 
"I will deliver him, and honour him. 

"With long life will I salisfy him, 
"And shew him my salvation.'' 16 
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Votive Hymn: I will triumph in the Works of thy Hands 
It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, 

And lo sing praises unto thy name, 0 Most High: 
To s!1ew forth thy lovingkindncss in the morning, 

And thy faithfulness every night, 
With an instrument of ten strings, and with the psaltery; 

With a solemn sound upon the harp. 

For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy work; 
I will triumph in the works of thy hands. 

How great arc thy works, 0 LORD I 
Thy thoughts arc very deep. 

A brutish man knowcth not; 
Neither doth a fool understand this: 

Wl1en the wicked spring as the grass, 
And when all the workers of iniquity do flourish; 

Il i., that they shall be destroyed for ever: 
Ilut thou, 0 Lmrn, art on high for evermore. 

For, lo, thine enemies, 0 LORD, for, lo, thine enemies shall perish; 
All the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 

B11t my horn hast thou exalted like the horn of the wild-ox: 
I am anointt'd with fresh oil. 

Mine eye also hath seen my desire on mine enemies, 
Mine cars have heard my desire of the evil-doers that rise up against 

me. 
The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: 

I-le shall grow like a cerlar in Lebanon. 
They that arc planter! in the house of the LORD 

Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
They shall still briP.g forth fruit in old age; 

They shall be full of sap and green: 
To shew that the LORD is upright; 

I-le is my rock, anrl there is no unrighteousness in him. 

Jehovah's Immovable Throne 
The LORD reigneth; he is apparelled with majesty; 
The L01rn is apparelled, he hath girded himself with strength. 
The world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved: 
Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting. 

The floods have lifted up, 0 LORD, 
The floods ha vc lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their waves. 

Above the voices of many waters, 
The mighty hreakers of the sea, 
The Lmm on high is mighty. 

Thy testimonies are very sure: 
Holiness becomcth thine house, 0 LORD, for evermore. 
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LORD, How long? 

0 LORD, thou God to whom vengeance belongeth, 
Thou God to whom vengeance belongeth, shine forth. 

Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: 
Render to the proud their desert. 

LORD, how long shall the wicked, 
How long shall the wicked triumph? 

They prate, they speak arrogantly: 
All the workers of iniquity boast themselves. 

They break in pieces thy people, 0 LORD, 
And afflict thine heritage. 

They slay the widow and the stranger, 
And murder the fatherless. 

And they say, The LORD shall not see, 
Neither shall the God of Jacob consider. 

Consider, ye brutish among the people: 
And ye fools, when will ye be wise? 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? 
He that formed the eye, shall he not see? 

He that chastiseth the nations, shall not he correct, 
Even he that teacheth man knowledge? 

The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, 
That they are vanity. 

Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, 0 LORD, 
And teaches! out of thy law; 

That thou mayest give him rest from the days of adversity, 
Until the pit he digged for the wicked. 

For the LORD will not cast off his people, 
Neither will he forsake his inheritance. 

For judgement shall return unto righteousness: 
And all the upright in heart shall follow it. 

Who will rise up for me against the evil-doers? 
Who will stand up for me against the workers of iniquity? 

Unless the LORD had heen my help, 
l\Iy soul had soon dwelt in silence. 

When I said, l\Iy foot slippeth; 
Thy mercy, 0 LORD, held me up. 

In the multitude of my thoughts within me 
Thy comforts delight my soul. 

Shall the throne of wickedness have fellowship with thee, 
Which frameth mischief by statute? 

Psalms 

94 

8 

12 

They gather themselves together against the soul of the righteous, 20 

And condemn the innocent blood. 
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22 But the LORD hath been my high tower; 
And my God the rock of my refuge. 

And he hath brought upon them their own iniquity, 
And shall cut them off in their own evil; the LORD our God shall cut them off. 

FEST AL ANTHEM : JEHOVAH REIGN ETH. - Psalms 95-100 
I 

CHORUS 

95 0 come, let us sing unto the LORD: 
Let us make a joyful noise to the ;-ock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, 
Let us make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 

SEMICHORUS 

3 For the LORD is a great God, 
And a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the deep places of the earth; 
The heights of the mountains are his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it; 
And his hands formed the dry land. 

CHORUS 

6 0 come, let us worship and bow down; 
Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

9 

SEMICHORUS 
For he is our God, 
And we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand 
"To-day," (Oh that ye would hear his voice!) 
" Harden not your heart, as at Meribah, 
"As in the day of Massah in the wilderness: 
"When your fathers tempted me, 
"Proved me, and saw my work: 
"Forty years long was I grieved with that generation, 
"And said, It is a people that do err in their heart, 
"And they have not known my ways: 
"Wherefore I sware in my wrath,that they should not enter into my rest." 

CHORUS 

96 0 sing unto the LORD a new song: 
Sing unto the LORD, all the earth. 
Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; 
Shew forth his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, 
His marvellous works among all the peoples. 
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SEMI CHORUS 
For great is the LORD, and highly to be praised: 4 
He is to be feared above all gods. 
For all the gods of the peoples are idols: 
But the LORD made the heavens. 
Honour and majesty are before him: 
Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

CHORUS 
Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of the peoples, 7 
Gi"e unto the LORD glory and strength. 
Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name. 
Bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
0 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: 
Tremble before him, all the earth. 

SEMI CHORUS 
Say among the nations, The LORD reigneth: 10 

The world also is stablished that it cannot be moved: 
He shall judge the peoples with equity. 

CHORUS 
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 
Let the field exult, and all that is therein; 
Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy: -

SEMICHORUS 
Before the LORD, for he cometh; 
For he cometh to judge the earth: 
He shall judge the world with righteousness, 
And the peoples with his truth. 

II 
FIRST SEMICHORUS 

IJ 

The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; 9'7 
Let the multitude of isles be glad. 

Clouds and darkness are round about him: 
Righteousness and judgement are the foundation of his throne. 

A fire goeth before him, 
And bumeth up his adversaries round about. 

His lightnings lightened the world: 
The earth saw, and trembled. 

The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, 
At the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 

The heavens declare his righteousness, 6 
And all the peoples have seen his glory. 

SECOND SEMICHORUS 
Ashamed be all they that serve graven images, 
That boast themselves of idols: 

Worship him, all ye gods. 
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Zion heard, and was glad, 
And the daughters of Judah rejoiced; 

Because of thy judgements, O LoRD. 

-49 Poetical Books 

For thou, Lo1m, art most high above all the earth: 
Thou arl exalted far above all gods. 

0 ye that love the Lo1m, hale evil: 
He preserve lb the souls of his saints; 
He dclivereth them out of the hand of the wicked. 

Light is sown for the righteous, 
And gladness for the upright in heart. 

Be glad in the Lo1m, ye righteous; 
And give thanks lo his holy name. 

Ill 
CIIORUS 

0 sing unto the LORD a new song-

SEMICIIORUS 

For he hath done marvellous things: 
His right hand, ancl his holy arm, hath wrought salvation for him. 
The Lmm hath made known his salvation: 
His righteousness hath he openly shewed in :he sight of the nations. 
He hath remembered his mercy and his faithfulness toward the 

house of Israel: 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

CHORUS 

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: 
Break forth and sing for joy, yea, sing praises. 
Sing praises unto the Lo1m with the harp; 
With the harp and the voice of melody. 
With trumpets and sound of cornet 
Make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 
Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 
The world, and they that dwell therein; 
Let the floods clap their hands; 
Let the hills sing for joy together -

SEM!CIIOR US 
Before the LORD, 
For he cometh to judge the earth: 
He shall judf.(e the world with righteousness, 
And the peoples with equity. 

IV 
SOLO AND CHORUS 

The LORD reigneth; let the peoples tremble: 
He dwclleth between the cherubim; let the earth be moved. 
The Lo1m is great in Zion; 
And he is hif.(h above all the peoples. 
Let them praise thy great and t(,rrible name: 

Holy is he. 
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The king's strength also loveth judgement; 
Thou dost establish equity, 
Thou executes! judgement and righteousness in Jacob. 

ExALT YE THE LORD ouR GoD, 
AXD WORSHIP AT HIS FOOTSTOOL: 
HOLY IS HE. 

Psalms 

l\Ioses and Aaron among his priests, 6 
And Samuel among them that call uflon his name; 
They called upon the LORD, and he answered them. 
He spake unto them in the pillar of cloud: 
They kept his tcstin10nies, and the statute that he gave them. 

Holy is he. 

Thou ans1Yeredst them, 0 LORD our God: 8 
Thou wast a God that forga1·est them, 
Though thou tookest vengeance of their doings. 

EXALT YE THE LORD OUR GoD, 
AXD WORSHIP AT HIS HOLY filLLj 
FOR THE LORD OUR GOD IS HOLY. 

v 
CHORUS 

l\fake a joyful noise unto the Lo'RD, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lo RD with gladness: 
Come before his presence with singing. 

SEMICHORUS 
Know ve that the LORD he is God: 
It is he that hath made us, and we are his; 
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

CHORUS 
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
And into his courts with praise: 
Give thanks unto him, and bless his name. 

SEJIIICHORUS 
For the LORD is good; 
His mercy endure th for ever; 
And his faithfulness unto all generations. 

Anthem for the Inauguration of Jerusalem 
Before the House of David 

I will sing of mercy and judgement: 
Unto thee, 0 LORD, wi!J I sing praises. 
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2 I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way: 
Oh when wilt thou come unto me? 
I will walk within my house with a perfect heart: 

3 I will set no base thing before mine eyes. 

I hate the work of them that tum aside; 
It shall not cleave unto me. 
A froward heart shall depart from me: 
I will know no evil thing. 

-'8 Poetical Boob 

Whoso privily slandcreth his neighbour, him will I destroy: 
Him that hath an high look and a proud heart will I not suffer. 

b Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: 
He that walkcth in a perfect way, he shall minister unto me. 

He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: 
He that spcaketh falsehood shall not be established before mine eyes. 
Morning by morning will I destroy all the wicked of the land; 
To cut off all the workers of iniquity from the City of the LORD. 

The Declining Life and the Abiding Lord 
102 Hear my prayer, 0 LORD, and let my cry come unto thee. 

Hide not thy face from me in the day of my distress: 
Incline thine ear unto me; 

In the day when I call answer me speedily. 
For my days consume away like smoke, 

And my bones are burned as a firebrand. 

4 My heart is smitten like grass, and withered; 
For I forget to eat my bread: 
By reason of the voice of my groaning my bones cleave to my flesh. 

I am like a pelican of the wilderness; 
I am become as an owl of the waste places. 

I watch, and am become 
Like a sparrow that is alone upon the housetop. 

8 Mine enemies reproach me all the day; 
They that are mad against me do curse by me. 

For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with weeping, 
Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: 
For thou hast taken me up, and cast me away. 

My days arc like a shadow that declineth; 
And I am withered like grass. 

r2 But thou, 0 LORD, shalt abide for ever; 
And thy memorial unto all generations. 

Thou shalt arise, 
And have mercy upon Zion: 

For it is time to have pity upon her, 
Yea, the set time is come. 

For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, 
And have pity upon her d11st. 
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So tire 11ations shall fear the name of the LORD, 15 
And all the kings of the earth thy glory: 

For tire LORD hath built up Zion, 
He hath appeared in his glory. 

He Ira th regarded the prayer of the destitute, 
And hath not despised their prayer. 

This shall be writ/en for the generation to come: 
And a people which shall be created shall praise the LORD. 

For Ire hatlr looked down from the height of his sanctuary; 19 
From heai•en did t/1c LORD behold the earth; 

To lrrar //re sighing o/ tlie prisoner; 
To loose those that are a ppointcd to death: 

That men may declare //1e name of the LORD in Zion, 
.1 nd his praise in Jerusalem; 

When the peoples are gathered together, 
And lire kingdoms, to serve the LORD. 

He weakened my strength in the way; 23 
He shortened my days. 

I said, 0 my God, take me not away in the midst of my days: 
Thy years are throughout all generations. 

Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth; 
And the heavens are the work of thy hands. 

They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: 
Yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; 
As a vesture shalt thou change Lhem, and they shall be changed; 

But thou art the same, 
And thy years shall ha\'e no end. 

The children of thy servants shall continue, 
And their seed shall be established before thee. 

Bless the LORD, 0 my Soul.- Psalms 103-4 

I. - Hymn of the World Within 

Bless the LORD, 0 my soul, 
And all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the LoRD, 0 my soul, 
And forµ:l'l not all his lienefits: 

Who forµ:iveth all thine iniquities; 
\rho hcalclh all thy diseases; 

Who rcdeemclh Lhy life from destruction; 
Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies: 

Who satisfielh thy mouth with good things; 
So that thy youLh is renewed like the eagle. 

The LoRD executeth rij!;hteous acts, 
And judgements for all that are oppressed. 

He made known his ways unto Moses, 
His doings unto the children of Israel. 
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The LORD is full of compassion and gracious, 
Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

He will not always chide; 
Neither will he keep his anger for ever. 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins, 
Nor rewarded us after our iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the earth, 
So great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, 
So far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, 
So the LoRD pitieth them that fear him. 

For he knoweth our frame; 
He remembereth that we are dust. 

As for man, his days are as grass; 
As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone: 
And the place thereof shall know it no more. 

But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon 
them that fear him, 

And his righteousness unto children's children; 
To such as keep his covenant, 

And to those that remember his precepts to do them. 

The LORD hath established his throne in the heavens; 
And his kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the LORD, ye angels of his, 
Ye mighty in strength; 

That fulfil his word, 
Hearkening unto the voice of his word. 

Bless the LoRD, all ye his hosts; 
Ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 

Bless the LORD, all ye his works, 
In all places of his dominion. 

II. -Hymn of the World Without 
Bless the LORD, 0 my soul. 

0 LORD my God, thou art very great; 
Thou art clothed with honour and majesty: 

Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment; 
Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain; 

Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters; 
Who maketh the clouds his chariot; 

Who walketh upon the wings of the wind; 
Who maketh winds his messengers; 

His ministers a flaming fire. 
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Who laid the foundations of the earth, 
That it should not be moved for ever. 

Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a vesture; 6 
The waters stood above the mountains. 

At thv rebuke they fled; 
At ·the voice of thy thunder they hasted away; _ 

They went up by the mountains, they went down by the valleys, 
Unto the place which thou hadst founded for them. 

Thou hast set a bound that they may not pass over; 
That they tum not again to cover the earth. 

He sendeth forth springs into the valleys; 10 

They run among the mountains: 
They gi,·e drink to every beast of the field; 

The wild asses quench their thirst. 
By them the fowl of the heaven have their habitation, 

They sing among the branches. 
He watercth the mountains from his chambers: 

The earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. 
He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, 

And herb for the service of man: 

That he may bring forth food out of the earth, 
And wine that maketh l(lad the heart of man, 15 

And Eiil to make his face lo shine, 
And bread that strengtheneth man's heart. 

The trees of the Lo RD arc satisfied; 
The cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted: 

Where the birds make their nests; 
As for the stork, the fir trees are her house; 

The high mountains arc for the wild goats; 
The rocks are a refuge for the conies. 

He appointed the moon for seasons: 19 
The sun knoweth his l(oing down. 

Thou makest darkness, and it is night; 
Wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth. 

The young lions roar after their prey, 
And seek their meat from God. 

The sun ariseth, they get them away, 
And lay them down in their dens. 

l\lan goeth forth unto his work 
And to his labour until the evening. 

0 LORD, how manifold are thy works I :14 
In wisdom hast thou made them all: 

The earth is full of thy riches. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
Wherein are things creeping innumerable, 

Both small and great beasts. 
There go the ships; 

There is leviathan, whom thou hast formed to take his pastime 
therein. 
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These waft all upon thee, 
That th9u mayest give them their meat in due season. 

That thou givest unto them they gather: 

Thou openest thine hand, 
They are satisfied with good: 

Thou hides! thy face, 
They are troubled; 

Thou takes! away their breath, 
They die, and return to their dust: 

Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created; 
And thou renewest the face of the ground. 

Let the glory of the LORD endure for ever; 
Let the Lmrn rejoice in his works: 

Who lookelh on the earth, and it trembleth; 
He toucheth the mountains, and they smoke. 

I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: 
I will sing praise to my God while I have any being. 

Let my meditation be sweet unto him: 
I will rejoice in the LORD. 

Let sinners be consumed out of the earth, 
And let the wicked be no more. 

~luus tbc 11.@iam, @ 111!! ssoul. ~nllclujab 

National Hymn of the Promised Land 
0 give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name: 

Make known his doings among the peoples. 
Sing unto him, sing praises unto him; 

Talk ye of all his marvellous works. 
Glory ye in his holy name: 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD. 
Seek ye the LORD and his strength; 

Seek his face evermore. 

Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; 
His wonders, and the judgements of his mouth; 

0 ye see<l of Abraham his servant, 
Ye chil<lren of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

He is the LORD our God: 
His judgements are in all the earth. 

He hath remembered his covenant for ever, 
The word which he commanded to a thousand generations; 

The covenant which he made with Abraham, 
And his oath unto Isaac; 

And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a statute, 
To Israel for an everlasting covenant: 

Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, 
The lot of your inheritance: 
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When they were but a few men in number; 
Yea, very few, and sojourners in it; 

And they went about from nation to nation, 
From one kingdom to another people. 

He suffered no man to do them wrong; 
Yea, he reproved kings for their sakes; 

"Touch not mine anointed ones, 
"And do my prophets no harm." 

And he called for a famine upon the land; 
He brake the whole stafT of bread. 

He sent a man before them; 
Joseph was sold for a servant: 

His feet they hurt with fetters; 
He was laid in chains of iron: 

Until the time that his word came to pass; 
The word of the LORD tried him. 

The king sent and loosed him; 
Even the ruler of peoples, and let him go free. 

He made him lord of his house, 
And ruler of all his substance: 

To bind his princes at his pleasure, 
And teach his senators wisdom. 

Israel also ·came into Egypt; 
And Jacob sojourned in the lan<l of Ham. 

And he increased his people greatly, 
And made them stronger than their adversaries. 

He turned their heart to hate his people, 
To deal subtilly with his servants. 

He sent i\!oses his servant, 
And Aaron whom he had chosen. 

They set among them his signs, 
And wonders in the land of Ham. 

He sent darkness, and made it dark; 
And they rebelled not against his words. 

He turned their waters into blood, 
And slew their fish. 

Their land swarmed with frogs, 
In the ch am be rs of their kings. 

He spake, and there came swarms of flies, 
And lice in all their borders. 

He gave them hail for rain, 
And flaming fire in their land. 

He smote their vines also and their fig trees; 
And brake the trees of their borders. 

He spake, and the locust came, 
And the cankcrworm, and that without number, 

And did eat up every herb in their land, 
And did eat up the fruit of their ground. 

He smote also all the firstborn in their land, 
The chief of all their strength. 

And he brought them forth with silver and gold: 
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And there was not one feeble person among his tribes. 
Egypt was glad when they departed; 

For the fear of them had fallen upon them. 

He spread a cloud for a covering; 
And fire to give light in the night. 

They asked, and he brought quails, 
And satislied them with the bread of heaven. 

He opened the rock, and waters gushed out; 
They rnn in the dry places like a river. 

For he remembered his holy word, 
And Abraham his servant. 

And he brought forth his people with joy, 
And his chosen with singing. 

And he gave them the lanrls of the nations; 
And they took the labour of the peoples in possession; 

That they might keep his statutes, 
And observe his laws. 

1t?11lle!ujab 

National Hymn of the Captivity 
1t111llclujnb 

0 give thanks unto the LoRn; for he is good: 
For his mercy enrlureth for ever. 

Who can utter the mighty arts of the LORD, 
Or shew forth all his praise? 

Blessed arc they that keep judgement, 
And he that doeth righteousness at all times. 

Remember me, 0 LORD, with the favour that thou hearest unto 
thy people; 

0 visit me with thy salvation: 
That I may see the prosperity of thy chosen, 

That I may rejoice in the gladness of thy nation, 
That I may glory with thine inheritance. 

We have sinned with our fathers, 
We have rnmmiltcd iniquity, we have done wickedly. 
Our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt; 
They remembered not the multitude of thy mercies; 
But were rebellious at the sea, even al the Red Sea. 
Nevertheless he saved them for his name's sake, 
That he might make his mighty power to be known. 
He rcbukcrl the Red Sea also, anrl it was rlried up: 
So he led them through the rlepths, as through a wilderness. 
And he saved them from the hand of him that hated them, 
And redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 
And the waters covered their adversaries: 
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There was not one of them left. 
Then belie\'ed they his words; 12 

They sang his praise. 

They soon forgat his works; 
They waited not for his counsel: 
But lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, 
And tempted God in the desert. 
And he gave them their request; 
But sent leanness into their soul. 
They em·ied l\Ioses also in the camp, 16 
And Aaron the saint of the LORD. 

The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, 
And covered the company of Abiram. 
And a fire was kindled in their company; 
The flame burned up the wicked. 
They made a calf in Horeb, 
And worshipped a moltei;i image. 
Thus they changed their glory 
For the likeness of an ox that eateth grass. 

They forgat God their sa~iour, :n 
\\.hich had done great things in Egypt; 
Wondrous works in the land of Ham, 
And terrible things by the Red Sea. 
Therefore he said that he would destroy them, 
Had not l\Ioses his chosen stood before him in the breach, 
To tum away his wrath, lest he should destroy them. 

Yea, they despised the pleasant land, 24 
They believed not his word; 
But murmured in their tents, 
And hearkened not unto the voice of the LORD. 

Therefore he lifted up his hand unto them, 
That he would overthrow them in the wilderness: 
And that he would overthrow their seed among the nations, 
And scatter them in the lands. 
They joined themselves also unto Baal-peor, ~s 
And ate the sacrifices of the dead. 

• Thus they provoked him to anger with their doings; 
And the plague brake in upon them. 

Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgement: 
And so the plague was stayed. · 
And that was counted unto him for righteousness, 
Unto all generations for evermore. 

They angered him also at the waters of Meribah, 
So that it went ill with Moses for their sakes: 
Because they were rebellious against his spirit, 
And he spake unadvisedly with his lips. 
They did not destroy the peoples, 
As the L~D commanded them ; 
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But mingled themselves with the nations, 
And learned their works: 
And they served their idols; 
Which became a snare unto them: 
Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto demons, 
And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of 

their daughters, 
Whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan; 
And the land was polluted with blood. 
Thus were they defiled with their works, 
And went a whoring in their doings. 

Therefore was the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, 
And he abhorred his inheritance. 
And he gave them into the hand of the nations; 
And they that hated them ruled over them. 
Their enemies also oppressed them, 
And they were brought into subjection under their band. 
Many times did he deliver them; 
But they were rebellious in their counsel, 
And were brought low in their iniquity. 
Nevertheless he regarded their distress, 
When he heard their cry: 
And he remembered for them his covenant, 
And repented according to the multitude of his mercies. 
He made them also to be pitied 
Of all those that carried them captives. 

Save us, 0 LORD our God, 
And gather us from among the nations, 

To give thanks unto thy holy name, 
And to triumph in thy praise. 

1Slesmb be tbe '.iL®l!lD, tbe @ob of Israel, 
jJrom eberlnsting rilcn to eilerlasting. 
'anb let all tbe people !ln)l, \amen. 

Jllallclujnb. 

Book V 

Song of the Redeemed 
0 give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: 

For his mercy endureth for ever. 
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 

Whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the adversary; 
And gathered them out of the lands, 

From the east and from the west, from tile north and from the south. 
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I 

They wandered in the wilderness in a desert way; 4 
They found no city of habitation. 
Hungry and thirsty, 
Their soul fainted in them. 

Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, 
And he delivered them out of their distresses. 
He led them also by a straight way, 
That they might go to a city of habitation. 

OH THAT MEN WOULD PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS GOODNESS, 
A:-!D FOR HIS WONDERFUL WORKS TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN! 
For he satisfieth the longing soul, 
And the hungry soul he fiJleth with good. 

Such as sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
Being bound in affliction and iron; 
Because they rebelled against the words of God, 
And contemned the counsel of the l\Iost High: 
Therefore he brought down their heart with labour; 
They fell down, and there was none to help. 

Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, 
And he sai•ed them out of their distresses. 
He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 
And brake their bands in sunder. 

OH THAT ~!EN WOULD PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS GOODNESS, 
AND FOR HIS WONDERFl"L WORKS TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN! 
For he hath broken the gates of brass, 
And cut the bars of iron in sunder. 

Fools because of their transgression, 17 
And because of their iniquities, are afflicted. 
Their soul abhorreth all manner of meat; 
And they draw near unto the gates of death. 

Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, 
And he saveth them out of their distresses. 
He sendeth his word, and healeth them, 
And deliYercth them from their destructions. 

OH THAT MEN WOULD PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS GOODNESS, 
ANV FOR HIS WONDERFUL WORKS TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN 1 
And let them offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving, 
And declare his works with singing. 

They that go down to the sea in ships, 113 
That do business in great waters; 
These see the works of the LORD, 
And his wonders in the rleep. 
For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, 
Which lifleth up the waves thereof. 
They mount up to the heaven, 
They go down again to the depths: 
Their soul melteth away because of trouble. 
They reel lo and fro, 
And stagger like a drunken man, 
And are at their wits' end. 
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Then they cry unto the LORTJ in their trouble, 
And he bringeth them out of their distresses. 
He maketh the storm a calm, 
So that the waves thereof are still. 
Then are they glad because they be quiet; 
So he bringeth them unto the haven where they would be. 

OH THAT MEN WOULD PRAISE THE LORD FOR HIS GOODNESS, 
AND FOR HIS WONDERFUL WORKS TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN ! 
Let them exalt him also in the assembly of the people, 
And praise him in the seat of the elders. 

II 

He turneth rivers into a wilderness, 
And watersprings into a thirsty ground; 
A fruitful land in to a salt desert, 
For the wickedness of them that dwell therein. 

He turneth a wilderness into a pool of water, 
And a dry land into watersprings. 
And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, 
That they may prepare a city of habitation; 
And sow fields, and plant vineyards, 
And get them fruits of increase. 
He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied greatly; 
And he suffereth not their cattle to decrease. 

Again, they are minished and bowed down 
Through oppression, trouble, and sorrow. 
He poureth contempt upon princes, 
And causeth them lo wander in the waste, where there is no way. 

Yet setteth he the needy on high from ailliclion, 
And maketh him families like a flock. 
The upright shall see it, and be glad; 
And all iniquity shall slop her mouth. 

Whoso is wise shall give heed to these things, 
And they shall consider the mercies of the LoRD. 

War Anthems: A Hymn of Victory 
Companion Hymn to Psalm Ix 

THE PEOPLE 

My heart is fixed, 0 God; 
I will sing, yea, I will sing praises, even with my glory. 
Awake, psaltery and harp: 
I myself will awake right early. 

I will give thanks unto thee, 0 LORD, among the peoples: 
And I will sing praises unto thee among the nations. 
For thy mercy is great above ,the heavens, 
And thy truth reacheth unto the skies. 

Be thou exalted, 0 God, above the heavens: 
And thy glory above all the earth. 
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THE KING 

That thy belo\'ed may be delivered, 
Save with thy right hand, and answer us. 

God hath spoken in his holiness; "I will exult: 
"1 will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth. 

"Gilead is mine; ~Ianasseh is mine; 

Paalms 

"Ephraim also is the defence of mine head; Judah is my sceptre. 
"Moab is my washpot; upon Edom will I cast my shoe; 

"Over Philistia will I shout." 

Who will bring me into the fenced city? 
\\·ho hath led me unto Edom? 

Hast not thou cast us off, 0 God? 
And thou goes! not forth, 0 God, with our hosts. 

Gi\'e us help against the adversary: 
for vain is the help of man. 

THE PEOPLE 

Through God we shall do valiantly: 
For he it is that shall tread down our adversaries. 

A Curse on him that curseth 

6 

IO 

Hold not thy peace, 0 God of my praise; 109 
for the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of deceit have they opened 

against me: 
They have spoken unto me with a lying tongue. 

They compassed me about also with words of hatred, 
And fought against me without a cause. 

for my lo\'e they are my adversaries: 
But I give myself unto prayer. 

And they have rewarded me evil for good, 
And hatred for my love. 

Set thou a wicked man over him: 6 
And let an adversary stand at his right hand. 

When he is judged, let him come forth guilty; 
And let his prayer be turned into sin. 

Let his days be few; 
And let another take his office. 

Let his children be fatherless, 
And his wife a widow. 

Let his children be vagabonds, and beg; ' 
And let them seek their bread out of their desolate places. 

Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; n 
And let strangers make spoil of his labour. 

Let there be none to extend mercy unto him; 
Neither let there be any to have pity on his fatherless children. 

Let his posterity be cut ofJ; · 
In the generation following let their name be blotted out. 
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Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the LORD; 
And let not the sin of his mother be blotted out. 

Let them be before the LORD continually, 
That he may cut off the memory of them from the earth. 

Because that he remembered not to shew mercy, 
But persecuted the poor and needy man, 
And the broken in heart, to slay them. 

Yea, he loved cursing, 
And it came unto him; 

And he delighted not in blessing, 
And it was far from him. 

He clothed himself also with cursing as with his garment, 
And it came into his inward parts like water, 
And like oil into his bones. 

Let it be unto him as the raiment wherewith he covereth himself, 
And for the girdle wherewith he is girded continually. 

This is the reward of mine adversaries from the LORD, 
And of them that speak evil against my soul. 

But deal thou with me, 0 Goo the Lord, for thy name's sake: 
Because thy mercy is good, deliver thou me. 

For I am poor and needy, 
And my heart is wounded within me. 

I am gone like the shadow when it declineth: 
I am tossed up and down as the locust. 

My knees are weak through fasting; 
And my flesh faileth of fatness. 

I am become also a reproach unto them: 
When they see me, they shake their head. 

Help me, 0 LORD my God; 
0 save me according to thy mercy: 

That they may know that this is thy hand; 
That thou, LORD, hast done it. 

28 L<~t them curse, but bless thou: 
When they arise, they shall be ashamed, but thy servant shall rejoice. 

Let mine adversaries be clothed with dishonour, 
And let them cover themselves with their own shame as with a mantle. 

I will give great thanks unto the LORD with my mouth; 
Yea, I will praise him among the multitude. 

For he shall stand at the right hand of the needy, 
To save him from them that judge his soul. 

King and Priest 
110 . The LORD saith unto my lord, 

"Sit thou at my right hand, 
"Until I make thine enemies thy footstool." 

The LORD shall stretch forth the rod of thy strength out of Zion: 
Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 
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Thy people offer themselves willingly in the day of thy power; 3 
On the mountains of holiness, from the womb of the morning, thy youth are to 

thee as the dew. 

The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, 
"Thou art a priest for ever 
"After the order of Jl.Ielchizedek." 

The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. S 
He shall judge among the nations - the places are full of dead bodies -
He shall strike through the head over a wide land: 
He shall drink of the brook in the way, therefore shall he lift up the head. 

VOTIVE ANTHEM: THE EGYPTIAN HALLEL. - Psalms 111-118 

I. - Prefatory M edita lion 

}E!al!Elujab 

A I will give thanks unto the LORD with my whole heart, 
B In the council of the upright, and in the congregation. 
c The works of the LORD arc great, 
D Sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. 

;.; His work is honour and majesty: 
F .Ind his righteoumess endureth for ever. 
G H c hath made /1is wonderful works to be remembered: 
H The LORD is gracious and full of compassion. 

J He hath given meat unto them that fear him; 
K He will ever be mindful of his covenant. 
L He hath shewed his people the power of his works, 
Al In giving them the heritage of the nations. 

N The works of his hands are truth and judgement,· 
O All his precepts are sure. 
P They are established for ever and ever, 
R They are done in truth and uprightness. 

S He hath sent redemption unto his people; 
T He hath commanded his covenant for ever: 
V Holy and reverend is his name. 
W The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
Y A good understanding have all they that do thereafter: 
Z His praise endureth for ever. 
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A Blessed is the man that fcareth the LORD, 
B Tltat dclightcth greatly in !tis commandments. 
c His seed sit all be mighty upon earth: 
D The generation of the upright shall be blessed. 

E Wealth and riches are in !tis house: 
F And /tis righteousness rndureth for ever. 
G Unto tire upright there ariseth light in the darkness: 
H He is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous. 

J Well is it with the man that dealeth graciously and lendeth, 
K He sit all maintain his cause in judgement. 
L For he shall never be moved; 
M The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance. 

N He shall not be a /raid of evil tidings: 
O His heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD. 
p His heart is established, lte shall not be afraid, 
R Until he see his desire upon his adversaries. 

s He hath dispersed, he hath given to the needy; 
T If is righteousness e11dureth for ever: 
v His horn shall be exalted with honour. 
w The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; 
y He shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away: 
z The desire of the wicked shall perish. 

JI. - Gen era l Doxology 

'j!'/nllclnjnb 
CHORUS OF PRIESTS 

Praise, 0 ye servants of the LORD, 
Praise the name of the LORD. 
Blessed be the name ·of the LORD 
From this time forth and for evem10re. 
From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same 
The LORD'S name is to be praised. 
The LORD is high above all nations, 
And his glory above the heavens. 

CHORUS OF THE PEOPLE 

Who is like unto the LORD our God, that hath his seat on high, 
That humhlcth himself to regard the heavens and the earth? 
He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
And lifteth up the needy from the dunghill; 
That he may set him with princes, 
Even with the princes of his people. 
He maketh the barren woman to keep house, 
And to be a joyful mother of children. 

JJ.1nllclnjnb 
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IIl.-Song of the Exodus 
CHORUS 

When Israel went forth out of Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from a people of strange language; 
Judah became his sanctuary, 
Israel his dominion. 

FIRST SEMICHORUS 

The sea saw it, and fled; 
Jordan was driven back. 
The mountains skipped like rams, 
The little hills like young sheep. 

SECOND SEMICHORUS 

What aileth thee, 0 thou sea, that thou fleest? 
Thou Jordan, that thou turn est back? 
Ye mountains, that ye skip like rams; 
Ye little hills, like young sheep? 

CHORUS 

Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
At the presence of the God of Jacob; 
Which turned the rock into a pool of water, 
The flint into a fountain of waters. 

IV.-Doxology of Israel 

CHORUS OF PRIESTS 

Psalms 

114 

5 

Not unto us, 0 LORI\ not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, 115 
For thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake. 
Wherefore should the nations say, Where is now their God? 
But our God is in the heavens: 
He hath done whatsoever he pleased. 

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. 
They have mouths, but they speak not; 
Eyes have they, but they see not; 
They have ears, but they hear not; 
Noses have they, but they smell not; 

They have hands, but they handle not; 
Feet have they, but they walk not; 
Neither speak they through their throat. 
They that make them shall be like unto them; 
Yea, every one that trustelh in them. 

THE PEOPLE 

0 Israel, trust thou in the LORD: 
He is their help and their shield. 
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THE PRIESTS 

0 house of Aaron, trust ye in the LORD: 

He is their help and their .shield. 

PRIF.STS AND PEOPLE 

Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: 
He is their help and their shield. 

THE PEOPLE 

The LORD hath been mindful of us; he will bless us; 
He will bless the house of Israel; 
He will bless the house of Aaron. 
He will bless them that fear the LORD, 
Both small and great. 

THE PRIESTS 

The LORD increase you more and more, 
You and your children. 

THE PEOPLE 

Blessed are ye of the LORD, 
Which made heaven and earth. 

PRIESTS AND PEOPLE 

The heavens are the heavens of the LORD; 

But the earth hath he given to the children of men. 
The dead praise not the LORD, 

Neither any that go down into silence; 
But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. 

Ji1allcluj 11b 

V.-Votive Song of the· Worshipper 

I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications. 
Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, 
Therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. 

The cords of death compassed me, 
And the pains of Sheol gat hold upon me: 

I found trouble and sorrow. 
Then called I upon the name of the LORD: 

0 LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 
Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 

Yea, our God is merciful. 

The LORD preserveth the sim pie : 
I was brought low, and he saved me. 

Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul; 
For the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee. 

For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, 
and my feel l1nn falling. 

I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living. 
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I believe, for I will speak: I was greatly afflicted: 
I said in my haste, All men are a lie. 

What shall I render unto the LORD 
For all his benefits toward me? 

I will take the cup of salvation, 
And call upon the name of the LORD. 

I will pay my vows unto the LORD, 

Yea, in the presence o/ all his people. 

Psalms 

10 

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 15 
0 LORD, truly I am thy servant: 

I am thy servant, the son of thine handmaid; 
Thou hast loosed my bonds. 

I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
And will call upon the name of the LORD. 18 

I will pay my i•ows unto the LORD, 
Y ca, in the presence o/ all his people;

In the courts of the LORD'S house, 
In the midst o/ thee, 0 Jerusalem. 

11'!nllrlujab 

VI.-Doxology o/ the Nations 

FULL CHORUS . 
0 praise the LORD, all ye nations; 

Laud him, all ye peoples. 
For his mercy is great toward us; 

And the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. 

11'!allrlujab 

VII. -Processional Hymn 

WORSHIPPER AND PEOPLE 

117 

0 give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: J.18 
For his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let Israel now say, 
That his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let the house of Aaron now say, 
That his mercy endurelh for ever. 

Let them now that fear the LORD say, 
That his mercy endureth for ever. 

WORSHIPPER 

Out of my distress I called upon the LORD: s 
The LORD answered me and set me in a large place. 

The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: 
What can man do unto me? 

The LORD is on my side among them that help me: 
Therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me. 
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CHORUS OF PEOPLE 

8 It is better to trust in the LORD 

II 

13 

17 

20 

Than to put confidence in man. 
It is better to trust in the LORD 

Than to put confidence in princes. 

WORSIDPPER 

All nations compassed me about -

CHORUS OF PEOPLE 

In the name of the LORD I will cut them off. 

WORSIDPPER 

They compassed me about; 
Yea, they compassed me about: 

CHORUS OF PEOPLE 

In the name of the LORD I will cut them off. 

WORSHIPPER 

They compassed me about like bees; 
They arc quenched as the fire of thorns: 

CHORUS OF PEOPLE 

In the name of the LORD I will cut th~m off. 

WORSHIPPER 

Thou didst thrust sore at me that I might fall: 
But the LORD helped me. 

The LORD is my strength and song; 
And he is become my salvation. 

The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tents of the righteous: 
The right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly. 

CHORUS OF PEOPLE 

The right hand of the LORD is exalted: 
The right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly. 

WORSHIPPER 

I shall not die, but live, 
And declare the works of the LORD. 

The LORD hath chastened me sore: 
But he hath not given me over unto death. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness: 
I will enter in to them, I will give thanks unto the LORD. 

The Temple gates open, and disclose the Priests awaiting the Processi"on 

PRIESTS 

This is the gate of the LORD; 
The righteous shall enter into it. 
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WORSIDPPER 

I will give thanks unto thee, for thou hast answered me, 
And art become my salvation. 

The stone which the builders rejected 
Is become the head of the comer. 

CHORUS OF PEOPLE 

This is the LoRD's doing; 
It is marvellous in our eyes. 

This is the day which the LORD hath made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Saw now, we beseech thee, 0 LORD: 
0 LORD, we beseech thee, send now prosperity. 

PRIESTS 

Blessed be he that entereth in the name of the LORD: 
\\'e ha vc blessed you out of the house of the LoRD. 

FULL CHORUS 

The LORD is God, and he hath given us light: 

Paalma 

Bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar. 

WORSHIPPER 

Thou art my God, and I will give thanks unto thee: 
Thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 

FULL CHORUS 

0 give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

The LAW of the LORD: An Acrostic Meditation 
ia Blessed are they that are perfect in the way, 

Who walk in the lalD of the LORD. 
'a Blessed are they that keep his tcetimonirs, 

That seek him with the whole heart. 
'l Yea, they do no unrighteousness; 

They walk in his IDnJ!B. 
'! Thou hast commanded us thy precepts, 

That we should observe them diligently. 
'! Oh that my ways were established 

To observe thy statutrB ! 
'! Then shall I not be ashamed, 

When I have respect unto all thy comman1Jmrntt1. 
'! I will give thanks unto thee with uprightness of heart, 

\Vhen I learn thy ri~hteous julJgcmmtB. 
II I will observe thy etatutcs: 

0 forsake me not utterly. 
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lS Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? 

lS 
By taking heed thereto according to thy l:ootlJ. 

With my whole heart have I sought thee: 

}13 
0 let me not wander from thy rommanilmrnts. 

Thy \uotlJ have I laid up in mine heart, 
That I might not sin against thee. 

lS Blessed art thou, 0 Luau: 
Teach me thy statutes. 

•-:; lS With my lips have I declared 
All the julJgemrnts of thy mouth. 

}13 I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, 
As much as in all riches. 

}13 I will meditate in thy prmpts, 

lS 
And have respect unto thy ways. 

I will delight myself in thy statutes: 
I will not forget thy word. 

17 ~ Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live; 

~ 
So will I observe thy l!JorlJ. 

Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
Wondrous things out of thy law. 

~ I am a sojourner ·in the earth: 

~ 
Hide not thy rommanbmmts from me. 

My soul breaketh for the longing 
That it hath unto thy jubgemmts at all times. 

21 ~ Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, 

~ 
Which do wander from thy eommanlJmmts. 

Take away from me reproach and contempt 

~ 
For I have kept thy testimonies. 

Princes also sat and talked against me: 
But thy servant did meditate in thy statutes. 

~ Thy testimonies also are my delight 
And my counsellors. 

25 llD My soul cleaveth unto the dust: 

llll 
Quicken thou me according to thy IDorlJ. 

I declared my ways, and thou answeredst me: 

llll 
Teach me thy statutes. 

Make me to understand the way of thy pmrpts: 

llD 
So shall I meditate of thy wondrous works. 

My soul melteth for heaviness: 

29 llll 
Strengthen thou me according unto thy worlJ. 

Remove from me the way of falsehood: 

llD 
And grant me thy la\JJ graciously. 

I have chosen the way of faithfulness: 

11!1 
Thy jubgemmts have I set before me. 

I cleave unto thy testimonies: 

llll 
0 LORD, put me not to shame. 

I will run the way of thy rommanbmrnts, 
When thou shalt enlarge my heart. 

33 E Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; 
And I shall keep it unto the end. 
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'.£ Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy lallJ; 34 
Yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 

JE Make me to go in the path of thy rommanbmmts; 

E 
For therein do I delight. 

Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, 
And not to covetousness. 

E Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity, 37 
And quicken me in thy lua!!s. 

E Confirm thy luorlJ unto thy servant, 
\\'hich belongeth unto the fear of thee. 

E Turn away my reproach whereof I am afraid; 
For thy jubgrmrnts are good. 

E Behold,· I have longed after thy prmpts: 
Quicken me in thy righteousness. 

JJ Let thy mercies also come unto me, 0 LORD, 41 
Even thy salvation, according to thy iuorlJ. 

JJ So shall I have an answer for him that reproacheth me; 
For I trust in thy \Dor~. 

JJ And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth; 

JJ 
For I have hoped in thy jubgrmmts. 

So shall I observe thy law continually 
For ever and ever. 

jf And I will walk at liberty; 45 

jf 
For I have sought thy prrrrpts. 

I will also speak of thy testimonies before kings, 
And will not be ashamed. 

jf And I will delight myself in thy rommanbmmts, 
\\'hi ch I have loved. 

JJ I will lift up my hands also unto thy commanlJmmts, which I have 
•loved; 

And I will meditate in thy statutes. 

6 Remember the \uorlJ unto thy servant, 49 

6 
Because thou hast made me to hope. 

This is my comfort in my affiiction: 

6 
For thy iuorlJ hath quickened me. 

The proud have had me greatly in derision: 

6 
Yet have I not swerved from thy lain. 

I have remembered thy jubgrmrnts of old, 0 LORD, ., And have comforted myself. 
Hot indignation hath taken hold upon me, 53 

Because of the wicked that forsake thy lain. 
6 Thy st a tut rs have been my songs 

., In the hou: 0 of my pilgrimage . 
I have remembered thy name, 0 LORD, in the nigh~ 

e 
And have observed thy law. 

This I have had, 
Because I kept thy prrrrpts. 

JI! The LORD is my portion: 
I have said that I would observe thy \uorlJS. 57 
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58 J!1 I intreated thy favour with my whole heart: 
Be merciful unto me according to thy worn. 

~ I thought on my ways, 
And turned my feet unto thy testimonies. · 

}!? I made haste, and delayed not, 
To observe thy commannmmts. 

61 }!? The cords of the wicked have wrapped me round; 

73 

77 

81 

But I have not forgotten thy lain. 
}!? At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee 

Because of thy righteous jungrmmts. 
}!? I am a companion of all them that fear thee, 

And of them that observe thv precepts. 
}!? The earth, 0 LORD, is full of thy mercy: 

.J 

jJ 

jJ 

.J 

.J 

.J 

.J 

jJ 

Teach me thy statutes . 

Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, 
0 LORD, according unto thy worn. 

Teach me good judgement and knowledge; 
For I have believed in thy connnanlJmmts. 

Before I was afflicted I went astray; 
But now I observe thy worn . 

Thou art good, and doest good; 
Teach me thv statutes. 

The proud hav~ forged a lie against me: 
With my whole heart will I keep thy pmrpts . 

Their heart is as fat as grease; 
But I delight in thy lnlD . 

It is good for me that I have been afflicted; 
That I might learn thy statutes. 

The law of thy mouth is better unto me 
Than thousands of gold and silver. 

i!t Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: 
Give me understanding, that I may learn thy commanlJmrnts 

lit They that fear thee shall see me and be glad; 
Because I have hoped in thy worn. 

lit I know, 0 LORD, that thy julJgemcnts are righteous, 
And that in faithfulness thou hast alllicled me. 

11t Let, I pray thee, thy lovingkindness be for my comfort, 
According to thy IDorlJ unto thy servant. 

ill Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live: 
For thy lnlD is my delight. 

i!t Let the proud be ashamed; for they have overthrown me wrongfully: 
But I will meditate in thy prmpts. 

11t Let those that fear thee turn unto me, 
And they shall know thy testimonies. 

lit Let my heart be perfect in thy statutes; 
That I be not ashamed. 

1L My soul fainteth for thy salvation: 
But I hope in thy worn. 

1L Mine eyes fail for thy worn, 
While I say, When wilt thou comfort me? 
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1L For I am hecome like a bottle in the smoke; 83 
Yet do I not foq:(et thy statutes. 

1L How many are the days of thy servant? 
When wilt thou execute jubgrmrnt on them that persecute me? 

1L The proud have digi!;cd pits for me, 
Who are not after thy lalu. 

1L All thy rommanbmcnts are faithful: 86 
They persecute me wrongfully; help thou me. 

1L They had almost consumed me upon earth; 
Ilut I forsook not thy prmpts. 

iL Quicken me after thy lovingkindness; 
So shall I observe the trstimo1111 of thy mouth. 

flll For ever, 0 LORD, Sc, 
Thv IJJorlJ is settled in heaven. 

ftl Thy faitlJfulnrss is unto all generations: 
Thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. 

{R They abide this day according to thine orlJinanrrs; 
For all things are thy servants. 

ftl l'nless thy lalu had been my delight, 
I should then have perished in mine affliction. 

jjfl I will never forget thy pmrpts; 93 
For with them thou hast quickened me. 

flll I am thine, save me; 
For I have sought thy prmpts. 

ftl The wicked have waited for me to destroy me; 
But I will consider thv trstimonirs. 

fR I have seen an end of ali perfection; 
But thy rommanbmrnt is exceeding broad. 

N Oh how love I thv la\JJ ! 
It is my meditation all the day. 

N Thv rommanbmmts make me wiser than mine enemies; 
i-'or thev are ever with me. 

N I have mo're understanding than all my teachers; 
For thy trstimonirs are my meditation. 

N I understand more than the aged, 
Because I have kept thy prrrrpts. 

N I have refrained my feet from every evil way, 101 

That I might observe thy luorlJ. 
N I have not turned aside from thy julJgrmrnts; 

For thou hast taught me. 
N How sweet are thy IDords unto my taste! 

Yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth l 
N Through thy prmpts I get understanding: 

Therefore I hate every false way. 

® Thy luorlJ is a lamp unto my feet, 105 
And light unto my path. 

® I have sworn, and have confirmed it, 
That I will observe thy righteous julJgtmrnts. 

® I am afflicted very much: 
Quicken me, 0 LORD, according unto thy luorlJ. 
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® Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, 
And teach me thy jubgcmmts. 

llD My soul is continually in my hand; 
Yet do I not forget thy lulu. 

® The wicked have laid a snare for me; 
Yet went I not astray from thy prmpts. 

® Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever; 
For they are the rejoicing of my heart. 

® I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes, 
For ever, even unto the end. 

1P I hate them that are of a double mind; 
But thy lnlu do I love. 

lll Thou art my hiding place and my shield: 
I hope in thy luorb. 

lll Depart from me, ye evil-doers; 
That I may keep the commanbmmts of my God. 

lll Uphold me according unto thy luorb, that I may live; 
And let me not be ashamed of my hope. 

lll Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe, 
And shall have respect unto thy statutrs continually. 

lll Thou hast set at nought all them that err from thy statutes; 
For their deceit is falsehood. 

lll Thou puttest away all the wicked of the earth like dross: 
Therefore I love thy testimonies. 

lll My flesh trem bleth for fear of thee; 
And I am afraid of thy jubgemcnts. 

1i.\ I have done jubgcmmt and justice: 
. Leave me not to mine oppressors; 

1i.\ Be surety for thy servant for good: 
Let not the proud oppress me. 

"la Mine eyes fail for thy salvation, 
And for thy righteous word. 

1i.\ Deal with thy servant according unto thy mercy, 
And leach me thy stntutcs. 

11.\ I am thy servant, give me understanding; 
That I may know thy tcstimonirs. 

11.\ It is time for the LORD to work; 
For they have made void thy ln\IJ. 

1i.\ Therefore I love thy commnnbmmts 
Above gold, yea, above fine gold. 

1i.\ Therefore I esteem all thy prmpts concerning all things to be right; 
And I hate every false way. 

$ Thy tcstimonirs arc wonderful: 
Therefore doth my soul keep them. 

$ The opening of thy luorbs giveth light; 
It giveth understanding unto the simple . 

.S I opened wide my mouth, and panted; 
For I longed for thy rommanbmmts. 

$ Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me, 
As thou usest to do unto those that love thy name. 
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.s Order my footsteps in thy lnorlJ; 13{ 
And let not any iniquity have dominion over me. 

.s Redeem me from the oppression of man: 
So will I observe thy pmepts. 

.s ::\lake thy face to shine upon thy servant; 

.s 
And teach me thy statutes. 

:\line eyes run down with rivers of water, 
Because they observe not thy lain. 

i!!: Righteous art thou, 0 LORD, 137 
And upright are thy julJgemrnts. 

w Thou hast commanded thy testimonies in righteousness 
And very faithfulness. 

w ::\ly zeal hath consumed me, 
Because mine adversaries have forgotten thy l:oorlls. 

w Thy \Dorl! is very pure; 
Therefore thy servant loveth it. 

w I am small and despised: 141 
Yet do not I forget thy pmepts. 

m: Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, 
And thy lain is truth. 

t: Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: 
Yet thy rommanlJmcnts are my delight. 

w Thy testimonies arc righleous for ever: 
Give me understanding, and I shall live. 

J:,T I have called with my whole heart; answer me, 0 LORD: 145 
I will keep thy statutes. 

J:,T I have called unto thee; save me, 

J:,T 
And I shall observe thy testimonies. 

T prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried: 

1:T 
I hoped in thy l:oorlJs. 

:\line eyes prevented the night watches, 

J:,T 
That I mil-(ht meditate in thy !:Dorl!. 

Hear my voice according unto thy lovingkindness: 149 

1:T 
Quicken me, 0 LORD, according to thy jullgrmmts. 

They draw nigh that follow after wickedness; 

J::i 
They arc far from thy lnl:o. 

Thou art nigh, 0 Lo RD; 

J:,T 
And all thy commanllmrnts are truth. 

Of old have I known from thy trstimonirs, 
That thou hast founded them for ever. 

~ Consider mine affiiction, and deliver me; 153 

mil 
For I do not forget thy lain. 

Plead thou my cause, and redeem me: 

mil 
Quicken me according to thy lnorlJ. 

Salvation is far from the wicked; 

mil 
For they seek not thy statutes. 

Great are thy tender mercies, 0 LORD: 

B 
Quicken me acording to thy jullgrmrnts. 

Many are my persecutors and mine adversaries; 157 
Yet have I not swerved from thy testimonies. 
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g I beheld the treacherous dealers, and was grieved; 
Because they observe not thy lnorlJ. 

B Consider how I love thy pmcpts; 
Quicken me, 0 LORD, according to thy lovingkindness. 

B The sum of thy word is truth; . 
And every one of thy righteous jul!grmmts endureth for ever. 

~ Princes have persecuted me without a cause; 
But my heart standcth in awe of thy lnorl!s. 

~ I rejoice at thy lnorn, 
As one that findeth great spoil. 

I I hate and abhor falsehood; 
But thy ln\n do I love. 

Pl Seven times a day do I praise thee, 
Because of thy righteous jul!grmcnts. 

~ Great peace have they which love thy lain; 
And they have none occasion of stumbling. 

I I have hoped for thy salvation, 0 LORD, 
And have done thy commanl!mmts. 

l!i My soul hath observed thy testimonies; 
And I love them exceedingly. 

I I have observed thy prmpts and thy testimonies; 
For all my ways are before thee. 

Z Let my cry come near before thee, 0 LORD: 
Give me understanding according to thy \Dorl!. 

Z Let my supplication come before thee: 
Deliver me according to thy \Dorl!. 

Z Let my lips utter praise; 
For thou teaches! me thy statutes. 

Z Let my tongue sing of thy word; , 
For all thy connnanl!mmts are righteousness. 

Z Let thine hand be ready to help me; 
For I have chosen thy prmpts. 

Z I have longer! for thy salvation, 0 LoRD; 
And thy lain is my delight. 

Z Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee; 
And let thy jul!gcmcnts help me. 

Z I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; 
For I do not forget thy commanl!mcnts. 

THE PILGRIMS' SONGS OF ASCENTS. - Psalms 120--134 
The Exile's ·cry 

In my distress I cried unto the LORD, 
(And he answered me,) 

Deliver my soul, 0 LORD, from lying lips, 
And from a deceitful tongue. 
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What shall be given unto thee, 3 
And what shall be done more unto thee, thou deceitful tongue? 

It is as the sharp arrows of the mighty man, 
With coals of broom. 

Woe is me, that I sojourn in Meshech, 
That I dwell among the tents of Kedar ! 

l\I)· soul hath long had her dwelling with him that hateth peace: 
I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war. 

The LORD Thy Keeper 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the mountains: 
From whence shall my help come·? 
l\Iy help cometh from the LORD, 
Which made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved. 
He that keepeth thee will not shunber. 
Behold, he that keepeth Israel 
Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD is thy keeper: 
The LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
The sun shall not smite thee by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 

The LORD shall keep thee from all evil; 
He shall keep thy soul. 
The LORD shall keep thy p;oing out and thy coming in, 
From this time forth and for evermore. 

Salutation to J ermalem 

121 

s 

I was p;lad when they said unto me, 122 
Let us go unto the house of the LORD. 

Our feet are standing within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem; 
Jerusalem, that art builded as a city that is compact together: 

Whither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the LORD, 
For a testimony unto Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD. 

For there are set thrones for judgement, 
The thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
They shall prosper that love thee. 

Peace be within thy walls, 
And prosperity within thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions' sakes, 
I will now say, Peace be within thee. 

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God 
I will seek thy good. 
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A Prayer of the Despised 

Unto thee do I lift up mine eyes, 0 thou that sittest in the heavens. 
Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their master, 
As the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; 
So our eyes look unto the LoRD our God until he have mercy upon us. 

Have mercy upon us, 0 LORD, have mercy upon us; 
For we are exceedingly filled with contempt. 
Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease, 
And with the contempt of the proud. 

The Exile's Song of Deliverance 
If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, 

(Let Israel now say) 
If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, 

When men rose up against us: 
Then they had swallowed us up alive, 

When their wrath was kindled against us: 
Then the waters had overwhelmed us, 

The stream had gone over our soul: 
Then the proud waters had gone over our soul. 

Blessed be the LORD, 
Who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. 

Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: 
The snare is broken, and we are escaped. 

Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

Mount Zion: A Pilgrim Song 
They that trust in the LORD are as mount Zion, 

Which cannot be moved, 
But abideth for ever. 

As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, 
So the LORD is round about his people, 
From this time forth and for evermore. 

For the sceptre of wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; 
That the righteous put not forth their hands unto iniquity. 

Do good, 0 LORD, unto those that be good, 
And to them that are upright in their hearts. 

But as for such as tum aside unto their crooked ways, 
The LORD shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity. 

'@rare be upon ltstacl. 

Seedtime and Harvest: A Song of Deliverance 
When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, 
We were like unto them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
And our tongue with singing: 
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Then said they among the nations, 
The LORD hath done great things for them. 

The LORD hath done great things for us; 
Whereof we are glad. 

Tum again our captivity, 0 LORD, 
As the streams in the South. 

They that sow in tears 
Shall reap in joy. 

Though he goeth on his way weeping, 
Bearing forth the seed; 

He shall come again with joy, 
Bringing his sheaves with him. 

Toil and Home: A Family Song 
Except the LORD build the house, 
Thev labour in \"ain that build it: 
Exc~pt the LoRD keep the city, 
The watchman waketh but in vain. 

It is vain for you that ye rise up early, 
And so late take rest, 
And eat the bread of toil. 

So he giveth unto his beloved sleep. 
Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: 
The fruit of the womb is his reward. 

As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, 
So are the children of youth. 
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: 

Psalms 

They shall not be ashamed, when they speak with their enemies in 
the gate. 

Home Life: A Family Song 
Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD, 

That walketh in his ways. 
For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: 

Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. 

Thy wire shall be as a fruitful vine, 
In the innermost parts of thine house: 

Thy children like olive plants, 
Round about thy table. 

3 
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3 

128 

Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD: 4 
The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion, 

And thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life; 
Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children. 

l)lmc be upon lfsrael. 
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Litany of Afllicted Israel 

Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth up, 
(Let Israel now say) 

Many a time have they affiicted me from my youth up: 
Yet they have not prevailed against me. 

The plowers plowed upon my back; 
They made long their furrows. 

The LORD is righteous: 
·He hath cut asunder the cords of the wicked. 

Let them be ashamed and turned backward, 
All they that hate Zion. 

Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, 
Which withereth afore it groweth up: 

Wherewith the reaper filleth not his hand, 
Nor he that bindeth sheaves his bosom. 

Neither do they which go by say, 'The blessing of the LORD be 
upon you; 

'We bless you in the name of the LORD.' 

A Cry out of the Depths 

Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 0 LORD. 
Lord, hear my voice: 
Let thine ears be attenth·e to the voice of my supplications. 

If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, 
0 Lord, who shall stand? 
But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be f~ared. 

I wait for the LORD, 
My soul doth wait, 
And in his word do I hope. 

My soul looketh for the Lord, 
More than watchmen look for the morning; 
Yea, more than watchmen for the morning. 

* 0 Israel, hope in the LORD; 
For with the LORD there is mercy, 
And with him is plenteous redemption: 
And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

The Quiet Soul 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes .lofty; 
Neither do I exercise myself in great matters, 
Or in things too wonderful for me. 
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Surely I have stilled and quieted my soul; 
Like a weaned child with his mother, 
My soul is with me like a weaned child. 

* 0 Israel, hope in the LORD 
From this time forth and for evermore. 

Dedication Hymn 

I. - For t/1e Tabernacle of David 

LORD, remember for David all his affliction: 
How he sware unto the LoRD, 
And vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: 

P11alme 

Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into 
my bed; 

I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids; 
Until I find out a place for the LORD, 
A tabernacle for the l\lighty One of Jacob. 

L';, we heard of it in Ephrathah: 
We found it in the field of the wood. 

\Ve will go into his tabernacles; 
We will worship at his footstool. 

Arise, 0 LORD, into thy resting place; 
Thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; 
And let thy saints shout for joy. 

II. - For the Temple of Solomon 

2 

1:32 

6 

For thy servant David's sake tum not away the face of thine anointed. 10 

The LORD hath sworn unto David in truth; 
lie will not tum from it: 

Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne. 
If thy children will keep my covenant 
And my testimony that I shall teach them, 

Their children also shall sit upon thy throne for evermore. 

For the LORD hath chosen Zion; 
He hath desired it for his habitation. 
This is my resting place for ever: 

Here will I dwell; for I have desired it. 

I will abundantly bless her ·provision: 
I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
Her priests also will I clothe with salvation: 

And her saints shall shout aloud for joy. 
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There will I make the horn of David to bud: 
I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 
His enemies will I clothe with shame: 

But upon himself shall his crown flourish. 

A Song of Unity 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
For brethren to dwell together in unity! 

It is like the precious oil upon the head, 
That ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard; 
That came down upon the skirt of his garments; 

Like the dew of Hermon that cometh down upon the mountains of Zion. 
For there the LORD commanded the blessing, 
Even life for evermore. 

Benediction of the Night Watch 

THE CONGREGATION (retiring) 

Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, 
Which by night stand in the house of the LORD: 

Lift up your hands to the sanctuary, 
And bless ye the LORD. 

THE NIGHT WATCH 

The LORD bless thee out of Zion; 
Even he that made heaven and earth. 

A Festal Hallelujah 
1.f;fallclujab 

CHORUS 

Praise ye the name of the Lo RD; 
Praise him, 0 ye servants of the LORD: 
Ye that stand in the house of the LORD, 
In the courts of the house of our God. 

Praise ye the LoRD; for the LORD is good: 
Sing praises unto hi's name; for it is pleasant. 
For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, 
And Israel for his peculiar treasure. 

For I know that the LORTY is great, 
And that our Lord is above all gods. 
Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that hath he done, 
In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. 

862 



Miscellaneous Psalms B<- Psalms 

FIRST SEMICHORUS 
He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; 7 
He maketh lightnings for the rain; 
He bringeth forth the wind out of his treasuries. 

SECOND SEMICHORUS 
Who smote the firstborn of Egypt, both of man and beast; 
He sent signs and wonders into the midst of thee, 0 Egypt, 
Upon Pharaoh, and upon all his servants. 

FIRST SEMICHORUS 
Who smote many nations, and slew mighty kings; 
Sihon king of the Amorites, 
And Og king of Bashan, 

SECOND SEMICHORUS 
And all the kingdoms of Canaan: 
And gave their land for an heritage, 
An heritage unto Israel his people. 

CHORUS 
Thy name, 0 LORD, endureth for ever; 
Thy memorial, 0 LORD, throughout all generations. 
For the LORD shall judge his people, 
And repent himself concerning his servants. 

The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 
The work of men's hands. 
They have mouths, but they speak not; 
Eyes have they, but they see not; 

They have ears, but they hear not; 
Neither is there any breath in their mouths. 
They that make them shall be like unto them; 
Yea, every one that trusteth in them. 

FIRST SEMICHORUS 
0 house of Israel, bless ye the LORD: 

SECOND SEMICHORUS 
0 house of Aaron, bless ye the LORD: 

FIRST SEM!CHORUS 
0 house of Levi, bless ye the LORD: 

SECOND SEMICHORUS 
Ye that fear the LORD, bless ye the LORD. 
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CHORUS 

Blessed be the LORD out of Zion, 
Who dwelleth at Jerusalem. 

311nllclujnb 

-..a Poetical Boob 

National Hymn of the Wilderness 
I 

SOLO. - 0 give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

SOLO. - 0 give thanks unto the God of gods: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endurcth for ever. 

SOLO. - 0 give thanks unto the Lord of lords: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

SOLO. -To him who alone doeth great wonders: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

II 

SOLO. - To him that by understanding made the heavens: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

SOLO. -To him that spread forth the earth above the waters: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever .. 

SOLO. -To him that made great lights: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endurelh for ever: 

SOLO. -The sun to rule by day: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 

SOLO. -The moon and stars to rule by night: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

III 

SOLO. - To him that smote Egypt in their firstborn: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 

SOLO. - And brought out Israel from among them: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 

SOLO. - With a strong hand, and with a stretched out arm: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

SOLO. -To him which divided the Red Sea in sunder: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 

SOLO. - And made Israel to pass through the midst of it: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 

SOLO. - But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy end~reth for ever. 

IV 

SOLO. - To him which Jed his people through the wilderness: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy enduteth for ever. 

SOLO. -To him which smote great kings: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 

SOLO. - And slew famous kings: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 
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SOLO. - Sihon king of the Amorites: X9 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 

SOLO. - And Og king of Bashan: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever; 

SOLO. - And gave their land for an heritage: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever: 

SOLO. - Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

v 

SOLO. - Who remembered us in our low estate: 
CHORl"S. - For his mercv endurcth for ever: 

SOLO. - And hath delivered us from our adversaries: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

SOLO. - He giveth food to all flesh: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

SOLO. - 0 give th~nks unto the God of heaven: 
CHORUS. - For his mercy endureth for ever. 

Elegy: Babylon and Jerusalem 

By the rivers of Babylon, 
There we sat down, yea, we wept, 

When we remembered Zion. 
Upon the willows in the midst thereof 
\Ye hanged up our harps. 

For there they that led us capti1·e required of us songs, 
And they that wasted us required of us mirth: 

'Sing us one of the songs of Zion.' 
How shall we sing the LORD'S song 
In a strange land? 

II 

If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, 
Let my right hand forget her cunning; 

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
lf I remember thee not; 
If I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. 

Remember, 0 LORD, against the children of Edom the day of Jerusalem; 
Who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof. 

JK 

0 daughter of Babylon, that art to be destroyed, 
Happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us; 
Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the 

rock. 

A Song of Thanksgiving 
I will give thee thanks with my whole heart: 
Before the gods will I sing praises unto thee. 
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I will worship toward thy holy temple, 
And give thanks unto thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth. 

For thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. 
In the day that I called thou answeredst me, 
Thou didst encourage me with strength in my soul. 

All the kings of the earth shall give thee thanks, 0 LORD, 
For they have heard the words of thy mouth; 
Yea, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD. 

For great is the glory of the LORD: 

For though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly; 
But the haughty he knoweth from afar. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revi,·e me; 
Thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against. the wrath of mine enemies, 
And thy right hand shall save me. 

The LORD will perfect that which concemeth me: 
Thy mercy, 0 LORD, endureth for ever; 
Forsake not the works of thine own hands. 

The Searcher of Hearts is thy Maker 
0 LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. 

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 
Thou understandest my thought afar off. 

Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word in my tongue, 
But, lo, 0 LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 

Thou hast beset me behind and before, 
And laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
It is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 
Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: 
If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, thou art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, 
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 
And thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall overwhelm me, 
And the light about me shall be night; 

Even the darkness hideth not from thee, 
But the night shineth as the day: 
The darkness and the light are both alike to thee. 

For thou hast possessed my reins: 
Thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. 
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I will give thanks unto thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: 14 
Wonderful are thy works; 
And that my soul knoweth right well. 

My frame was not hidden from thee, 
When I was made in secret, 
And curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

Thine eyes did see mine unperfect substance, 
And in thy book were all my members written, 

Which day by day were fashioned, 
When as yet there was none of them. 

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, 0 God! 17 
How great is the sum of them ! 

If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: 
When I awake, I am still with thee. 

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, 0 God: 
Depart from me therefore, ye bloodthirsty men. 

For they speak against thee wickedly, 
And thine enemies take thy name in vain. 

Do not I hate them, 0 LORD, that hate thee? .a1 
And am not I grieved with those that rise up against thet? 

I hate them with perfect hatred: 
I count them mine enemies. 

Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: 
Try me, and know my thoughts; 

And see if there be any way of wickedness in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 

A Cry for Deliverance from the Wicked 
Deliver me, 0 LORD, fr<nn the evil man; 
Preserve me fr<nn the violent man: 

Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; 
Continually do they gather themselves together for war. 

They have sharpened their tongue like a serpent; 
Adders' poison is under their lips. 

Keep me, 0 LORD, from the hands of the wicked,· 
Preserve me from the violent man: 

Who have purposed to thrust aside my steps. 
The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; 

They have spread a net by the way side; 
They have set gins for me. 

I said unto the LORD, Thou art my God: 
Give ear unto the voice of my supplications, 0 LORD. 

0 GoD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, 
Thou hast covered my head in the day of battle. 

Grant not, 0 LORD, the desires of the wicked; 
Further not his evil device; lest they exalt themselves. 

As for the head of those that compass me about, 
Let the mischief of their own lips cover them. 
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Let burning coals fall upon them: 
Let them be cast into the fire; into deep pits, that they rise not up again. 
· An evil speaker shall not be established in the earth: 

Evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him. 

I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afilicted, 
And the right of the needy. · 

Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: 
The upright shall dwell in thy presence. 

Consecration to the Cause of the Righteous 
LORD, I have called upon thee; make haste unto me: 

Give ear unto my voice, when I call unto thee. 
Let my prayer be set forth as incense before thee; 

The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Set a watch, 0 LORD, before my mouth; 
Keep the door of my lips; 
Incline not my heart to any evil thing: 

To be occupied in deeds of wickedness 
With men that work iniquity: 
And let me not eat of their dainties. 

Let the righteous smite me, it shall be a kindness; 
And let him reprove me, it shall be as oil upoD the head; 
Let not my head refuse it: 

For even in their calamities shall my prayer continue -
Their judges are thrown down by the sides of the rock -

And they shall hear my words; 
For they are sweet: -

As when one ploweth and cleaveth the earth, 
Their bones are scattered at the grave's mouth. 

For mine eyes are unto thee, 0 GoD the Lord: 
In thee do I put my trust: 
Leave not my soul destitute. 

Keep me from the snare which they have laid for me, 
And from the gins of the workers of iniquity. 
Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape. 

Presence of God in Trouble 
I cry with my voice unto the LORD; 
With my voice unto the LORD do I make supplication. 
I pour out my complaint before him; 
I shew before him my trouble. 

When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, 
Thou knewest my path. 
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In the way wherein I walk have they hidden a snare for me. 
Look on my right hand, and see; for there is no man that knoweth me: 4 
Refuge hath failed me; 
No man carcth for my soul. 

I cried unto thee, 0 LORD; I said, Thou art my refuge, 
l\I y portion in the land of the living. 

Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: 6 
Deli\'er me from my persecutors; for they are stronger than I. 
Bring my soul out of prison, 
That I may give thanks unto thy name. 

The righteous shall compass me about; 
For thou shalt deal bountifully with me. 

A Prayer of Distress 
Hear my prayer, 0 LORD; give ear to my supplications: 
In thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness . 

. \nd enter not into judgement with thy servant; 
For in thy sight shall no man living be justified. 

143 

For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to.3 
the ground: 

He hath made me to dwell in dark places, as those that have been long dead. 
Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; 
My heart within me is desolate. 

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy doings: 5 
I muse on the works of thy hands; I spread forth my hands unto thee: 

:My soul thirsteth after thee, as a weary land. 
l\Iake haste to answer me, 0 LORD; my spirit faileth. 

Hide not thy face from me; 
Lest I become like them that go down into the pit. 

Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; 
For in thee do I trust. 

Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; 
For I lift up my soul unto thee. 

Deli\'er me, 0 LORD, from mine enemies: 
I llce unto thee to hide me. 

Teach me to do thy will; 
For thou art my God: 

Let thy good spirit lead me in the land of uprightness; 
Quicken me, 0 LORD, for thy name's sake. 

In thy righteousness bring my soul out of trouble: 
And in thy lovingkindness cut off mine enemies, 
And destroy all them that afilict my soul; 

For I am thy servant. 
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An Anthem of Deliverance 
Blessed be the LORD my rock, 
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Which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight: 

My lovingkindness, and my fortress, 
My high tower, and my deliverer; 
My shield, and he in whom I trust; 
Who subdueth my people under me. 

'LORD, what is man, that thou takest knowledge of him? 
'Or the son of man, that thou makest account of him? 
'Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth away. 

'Bow thy heavens, 0 LoRn, and come down: 
'Touch the mountains, and they shall smoke. 
'Cast forth lightning, and scatter them; 

'Send out thine arrows, and discomfit them. 
'Stretch forth thine hand from above; 
'Rescue me, and deliver me out of great waters, 

'Out of the hand of strangers; 
'Whose mouth speaketh vanity, 
'And their right hand is a right hand of falsehood.' 

I will sing a new song unto thee, 0 God: 
Upon a psaltery of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee. 
It is he that giveth salvation unto kings: 
Who rescueth David his servant from the hurtful sword. 

'Rescue me, and deliver me out of the hand of strangers, 
'Whose mouth speakcth vanity, 
'And their right hand is a right hand of falsehood.' 

When our sons shall be as plants grown up in their youth; 
And our daughters as comer stones hewn after the fashion of a palace; 
When our gamers arc full, affording all manner of store; 
And our sheep bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our fields; 

When our oxen are well laden; 
When there is no breaking in, "and no going forth, and no outcry in our 

streets; 
Happy is the people, that is in such a case: 
Yea, happy is the people, whose God is the LORD. 
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HALLELUJAH : A FEST AL ANTHEM 

Psalms 145-150 

Prefatory Jlfeditation 

A I will rxtol thee, my God, 0 King; 145 
A 11d I will bless tlry name /or e·ucr and ever. 

B £very day will I bless thee; 
And I will praise tlry name /or ever and ever. 

c Great is t/1e LORD, and lrighly to be praised; 
A 11d /1is greatness is 1111searclzablc. 

D One generation s/1all laud thy works lo another, 
.·Ind slrall declare tlry mighty acts. 

E Of tire glorious majesty of thine lronour, 5 
11 nd of thy wondrous works, will I meditate. 

F .Ind men shall speak of the 111igltt of thy terrible acts; 
.1nd I will declare thy greatness. 

G They shall uller the memory of t/1y great goodness, 
And shall sing of thy riglttcoumess. 

II The LOR/J is gracious, and full of com passion; 
Slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

J The LORD is good to all; 
And his tender mercies are m·er all !tis works. 

K All thy works shall gh•e thanks unto thee, 0 LORD; 10 

And t/ry saints sir all bless thee. 
L They shall speak of tire glory of thy kingdom, 

And talk of thy power; 
M To make known to the sons of mm his mighty acts, 

And the glory of the majesty of his kingdom. 
N Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

And thy dominion c11duretlr tlrroughout all generations. 
P Tire LORD upholdetli all that fall, 

And raise/Ii up all t/1ose that be bowed down. 
R Tire eyes of all wait upon thee; 15 

And thou givest them their meat in due season. 
s Tlrou openest thine /rand, 

And salisfiest t/1e desire of every lfring thing. 
T The LORD is righteous in all Iris ways, 

And gracious in all !tis works. 
V The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 

To all that rail upon /rim in truth. 
W He will fulfil the desire of them thal fear him; 

He also will hear tlreir cry, and will save them. 
Y The LORD preseroetlt all them that love him; 20 

But all the wicked will Ire destroy. 
Z My mouth shall speak t/1e praise of the II>RD; 

And let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever. 
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1tlallelujab 
FIRST CHORUS 

Praise the LORD, 0 my soul. 
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While I live will I praise the LORD: 
I will sing praises unto my God \vhile I have any being. 

SECOND CHORUS 

Put not your trust in princes, 
Nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. 
His breath goeth forth, he retumeth to his earth; 
In that very day his thoughts perish. 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
Whose hope is in the LORD his God: 
Which made heaven and earth, 
The sea, and all that in them is; 

Which keepeth truth for ever; 
Which executeth judgement for the oppressed; 
Which giveth food to the hungry: 
The LORD looseth the prisoners; 

The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind; 
The LORD raiseth up them that are bowed down; 
The LORD loveth the righteous; 
The LORD preserve th the strangers; 

He upholdeth the fatherless and widow; 
But the way of the wicked he tumeth upside down. 
The LORD shall reign for ever, 
Thy God, 0 Zion, unto all generations. 

1tl11llelujab 

* 1tlnllelujab 

FIRST CHORUS 
For it is good lo sing praises unto our God; 
For it is pleasant, and praise is comely. 

SECOND CHORUS 

The LORD doth build up Jerusalem; 
He gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. 
He healeth the broken in heart, 
And bindeth up their wounds. 

He telleth the num her of the stars; 
He giveth them all their names. 
Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; 
His understanding is in finite. 
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The LoRD upholdeth the meek: 
He bringeth the wicked down to the groµnd. 

FIRST CHORUS 

Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; 
Sing praises upon the harp unto our God: 

SECOND CHORUS 

Paalma 

6 

Who covereth the heaven with clouds, 8 
Who prepareth rain for the earth, 
Who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 
He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry. 

He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: 
He takeih no pleasure in the legs of a man. 
The LORD taketh pieasure in them that fear him, 11 

In those that hope in his mercy. 

FIRST CHORUS 

Praise the LoRn, 0 Jerusalem; 
Praise thy God, 0 Zion. 

SEC'O:-ID CHORUS 

For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; 
He hath blessed thy children within thee. 
He makcth peace in thy borders; 
He filleth thee with the finest of the wheat. 

He sendcth out his commandment upon earth; 
His word runneth YCry swiftly. 
He giveth snow like wool; 
He scattereth the hoar frost like ashes. 

He casteth forth his ice like morsels: 
Who can stand before his cold? 
He sendeth out his word, and meltcth them: 
He causcth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. 

He shewcth his word unto Jacob, 
His statutes anrl his judgements unto Israel. 
He hath not dealt so with any nation: 
And as for his judgements, they have not known them. 

Jifallrlujnb 

* 1!/allrlujab 

FIRST CHORUS 

Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: 
Praise hin1 in the heights. 
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Praise ye him, all his angels: 
Praise ye him, all his host. 

Praise ye him, sun and moon: 
Praise him, all ye stars of light. 
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, 
And ye waters that be above the heavens. 

SECOND CHORUS . 
Let them praise the name of the LORD: 
For he commanded, and they were created. 
He hath also stablished them for ever and ever: 
He hath made a decree which shall not pass away. 

FIRST CHORUS 
Praise the LORD from the earth, 
Ye dragons, and all deeps: 
Fire and hail, snow and vapour; 
Stormy wind, fulfilling his word: 

Mountains and all hills; 
Fruitful trees and all cedars: 
Beasts and all cattle; 
Creeping things and flying fowl: 

Kings of the earth and all peoples; 
Princes and all judges of the earth: 
Both young men and maidens; 
Old men and children: 

SF.COND CHORUS 
Let them prais<~ the name of the LORD; 
For his name alone is exalted: 
His glory is above the earth and heaven. 
And he hath lifted up the horn of his people, 
The praise of all his saints; 
Even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. 

1i/nllelujab 

* 
1i/allcluj nb 

FIRST CHORUS 
Sing unto the LoRD a new song, 
And his praise in the assembly of the saints. 
Let Israel rejoice in him that' made him: 
Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
Let them praise his name in the dance: 
Let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp 
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SF.COND CHORUS 
For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: 
He will beautify the meek with salvation. 

FIRST CHOR US 
Let the saints exult in glory: 
Let them sing for joy upon their beds. 
Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, 
And a two-edged sword in their hand: 

SECOND CHORUS 

To execute vengeance upon the nations, 
And punishments upon the peoples; 
To bind their kings with chains, 
And their nobles with fetters of iron; 
To execute upon them the judgement written: 
This honour have all his saints 

~alltlujab 

* 
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FIRST CHORUS. - Praise God in his sanctuary: 
SECOXD CHORVS. - Praise him in the firmament of his power. 
FIRST CHORUS. - Praise him for his mighty acts: 
SEcoxn cHORVS. - Praise him according to his excellent greatness. 
FIRST CHORUS. - Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 
SEcoxn CHORUS. - Praise him with the psaltery and harp. 
FIRST CHORCS. - Praise him with the timbrel and dance: 
SEcoxo crroRcs. - Praise him with stringed instruments and the pipe. 
FIRST CIIORl'S. - Praise him upon the loud cymbals: s 
SECOND CHORUS. - Praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. 

FULL CHORUS 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. 

~alltlujab 



LAMENTATIONS 

An Acrostic Di'rge 

over 

The Fa!! of Jerusalem 

I 
The Dirge opens: Picture 
of the Scene of Desolation 

l A How doth the city sit solitary 
How is she become as a widow, 
Princess among the provinces, 

that was full of people I 
she that was great among the nations I 

how is she become tributary I 

B She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks; 
Among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her; 
All her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they are become her enemies. 

C Judah is gone into captivity because of affiiction, 
tude; 

and because of great servi-

She dwelleth among the heathen, 
All her persecutors overtook her 

she findeth no rest: 
within the straits. 

4 D The ways of Zion do mourn, 
All her gates are desolate, 
Her virgins are affiicted, 

because none come to the solemn assembly; 
her priests do sigh; 

and she herself is in bitterness. 

E Her adversaries are become the head, her enemies prosper; 
For the LORD hath affiicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: 
Her young children are gone into captivity before the adversary. 

F And from the daughter of Zion all her majesty is departed: 
Her princes are become like harts that find no pasture, 
And they are gone without strength before the purmer. 

The Dirge rises: 
thoughts of former splendour 
and sin enhancing the misery 

7 6 Jerusalem remembereth in the _days of her affliction and of her miseries all her 
pleasant things that were from the days of old: 

When her people fell into the hand of the adversary, and none did help her, 
The adversaries saw her, they did mock at her desolations. 
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JI! Jerusalem hath grievously sinned: therefore she is become as an unclean a 
thing. 

:\II that honoured her despise her, because they have seen her nakedness; 
Yea, she sigheth, and turneth backward. 

Thou!(hts of sorrow stir to 
speech: at first broken in
terruptions, then a long wail 

.ii He_ filthiness was in her skirts; she remembered not her latter end; 
Therefore is she come down wonderfully; she hath no comforter-
' Behc'.d, 0 LORD, my afiliction' - for the enemy hath magnified himself. 

it The ad\"ersary hath spread out his hand upo:1 all her pleasant things: 10 

For she hath seen that the heathen are entered into her sanctuary, 
Concerning whom thou didst command that they should not enter into thy 

congregation. 

IL :\II her people sigh; they seek bread; 
They ha,·e given their pleasant things for meat to refresh the soul. -
'See, 0 Lo RD, and behold; for I am become vile I' 

JERUSALEM 

ff! Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto 

me, 
\\'herewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 

N From on high hath he sent fire into my bones, and it prevaileth against them; 13 
He hath spread a net for my feet, he hath turned me back; 
He hath made me desolate and faint all the day. 

ID The yoke of my transgressions is bound by his hand; they are knit together; 
They are come up upon my neck; he hath made my strength to fail: 
The Lord hath delivered me into their hands against whom I am not able to 

stand. 

lJ The Lord hath set at nought all my mighty men in the midst of me; 
He hath called a solemn assembly against me to crush my young men: 
The Lord hath trodden as in a winepress the virgin daughter of Judah. 

U For these things I weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water; 16 
Because the comforter that should refresh my soul is far from me: 
~Iy children arc desolate, because the enemy hath prevailed. 

~ Zion sprcadeth forth her hands; there is none to comfort her; 
The LORD hath commanded concerning Jacob, that they that are round about him 

should be his adversaries: 
Jerusalem is among them as an unclean thing. 

1!I: The LORD is righteous; for I have rebelled against his c9mmandment: 
Hear, I pray you, all ye peoples, and behold my sorrow: 
My virgins and my young men are gone into captivity. 
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19 1:J I called for my lovers, but they.deceived me: 
My.priests and mi1>.e elders gave up the ghost in the city, 
While they sought them meat to refresh their souls. 

~Behold, 0 LORD, for.I am in distress; my bowels are troubled; 
Mine heart is turned within me; for I have grievously rebelled: 
Abroad the sword bereaveth, at home there is as death. 

}!! They have heard that I sigh; there is none to com fort me; 
All mine enemies have heard of my trouble; they are glad that thou hast done 

it: 
Thou wilt bring the day that thou hast proclaimed, and they shall be like 

unto me. 

•2 Z Let all their wickedness come before thee; 
And do unto them as thou hast done unto me for all my transgressions: 
For my sighs are many, and my heart is faint. 

II 
The Prophet comes into the Dirge: 
silent reflection on the scene 
that later breaks in to speech 

2 <.il How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger! 
He hath cast down from heaven unto the earth the beauty of Israel, 
And hath not remembered his footstool in the day of his anger. 

~ The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob, and hath not 
pitied; 

He hath thrown down in his wrath the strong holds of the daughter of Judah; 
He hath brought them down to the ground, he hath profaned the kingdom 

and the princes thereof. 

(![; He hath cut off in fierce anger all the horn of Israel; 
He hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy: 
And he hath burned up Jacob like a flaming fire, which devoureth round 

about. 

4 llD He hath bent his bow like an enemy, 
an adversary, 

And hath slain all that were pleasant 
In the tent of the daughter of Zion 

he hath stood with his right hand as 

to the eye: 
he hath poured out his fury like fire. 

E The Lord is become as an enemy, he hath swallowed up Israel; 
He hath swallowed up all her palaces, he hath destroyed his strong holds: 
And he hath multiplied in the daughter of Judah mourning and lamentation. 

JI And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if it were of a garden; 
He hath destroyed his place of assembly: the LORD hath caused solemn as-

sembly and sabbath to be forgotten in Zion, 
And hath despised in the indignation of his anger the king and the priest. 

7 6 The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred his sanctuary, 
He hath given up into the hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces: 
They have made a noise in the house of the LORD, as in the day of a solemn 

assembly. 
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ill The LORD hath purposed to destroy the w:>-1! of the daughter of Zion; 8 
1 le hath stretched out the line, he hath not withd1awn his hand from destroying: 
llut he hath made the rampart and wall to lament; they languish together. 

jJ Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed and broken her bars: 
Her king and her princes are among the nations where the law is not; 
Yea, her prophets find no vision from the LORD. 

U The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, they keep silence; Io 
They haYe cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded themselves with 

sackcloth: 
The Yirgins of J erusalern hang down their heads to the ground. 

THE PROPHET 

IL '.\line eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, II 

l\Iy li\·er is poured upon the ·earth, for the destruction of the daughter of 
my people; 

llccause the young children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of the city. 

ffl They say to their mothers, Where is com and wine? 
\\'hen they swoon as the wounded in the streets of the city, 
When their soul is poured out into their mothers' bosom. 

N What shall I testify unto thee? what shall I liken to thee, 0 daughter of 13 
Jerusalem? 

\\'hat shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, 0 virgin daughterof Zion? 
For thy breach is great like the sea: who can heal thee? 

® Thy prophets have seen \isions for thee of vanity and foolishness; 
.-\nd they have not disco\·ered thine iniquity, to bring again thy captivity: 
But have seen for thee burdens of Yanity and causes of banishment. 

All that pass by clap their hands at thee; 
They hiss and wag their head at the <laugh Ler of Jerusalem: 

'Is this the city that men called The perfection of beauty 
'The joy of the whole earth?' ' 

.S All thin_e enemies have opened their mouth wide against thee; 
They hiss and gnash the teeth; they say, 'We have swallowed her up; 

'Certainly this is the day that we looked for· 
'\Ve have found, we have seen.it. ' 

'The LORD hath done that which he devised· 
'He hath fulfilled his word that he command~d in the days of old; 

'He hath thrown down, 
'And hath not pitied: 

'And he hath caused the enemy to rejoice over thee, 
' He hath exalted the horn of thine adversaries.' 

W Their heart cried unto the Lord: 

15 
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THE MOURNING PEOPLE 

0 wall of the daughter of Zion, 
Let tears run down like a river day and night: 
Give thyself no respite; let not the apple of thine eye cease. 

19 1T Arise, cry out in the night, at the beginning of the watches; 
Pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord: lift up thy 

hands toward him, 
For the life of thy young children, that faint for hunger at the top of every 

street. 

m& See, 0 LORD, and behold, to whom thou hast done thus! 
Shall the women cal their fruit, the children that are dandled in the hands? 
Shall the priest and the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord? 

21 m The youth and the old man lie on the 11:round in the streets; 
My virgins and my young men are fallen by the sword: 
Thou hast slain them in the day of thine anger; thou hast slaughtered, and 

not pitied. 

Z Thou hast called, as in the day of a solemn 
EVERY SIDE, 

assembly, my TERRORS ON 

And there was none that escaped or remained 
Those that I have dandled and brought up 

in the day of the Lmrn's anger: 
hath mine enemy consumed. 

III 
The Dirge rises, the acrostic bond strengthening: 
the innocent Prophet has shared the common 

misery 

THE PROPHET 
3 ca I am the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath. 

ca He hath led me and caused me to walk in darkness and not in light. 
ca Surely against me he tur;neth his hand again and again all the day. 

:li3 lVIy flesh and my skin hath he made old; he hath broken my bones. 
:li3 He hath builded against me, and compassed me with gall and travail. 

'.IS He hath made me to dwell in dark places, as those that have been long 
dead. 

7 (!!; He hath fenced me about that I cannot go forth: he hath made my chain 
heavy. 

(!!; Yea, when I cry and call for help, he shutteth out my prayer. 
(!!; He hath fenced up my ways with hewn stone, he hath made my paths 

crooked. 

lill He is unto me as a bear lying in wait, as a lion in secret places. 
llil He hath turned aside my ways, and pulled me in pieces; he hath made me 

desolate. 
El He hath bent his bow, and set me as a mark for the arrow. 
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E He hath caused the shafts of his quiver to enter into my reins. 13 
E I am become a derision to all my people; and their song all the day. 

E He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath sated me with wormwood . 

.Jf He hath also l:iroken my teeth with gravel stones, he hath covered me with ashes. 
jJ' :\nd thou hast removed my soul far o1l from peace; I foq?;at prosperity. 

jJ' And I said, .My strength is perished, and mine expectation from the LORD. 

'5 Remember mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall. 19 

'5 ~Ir soul hath them still in remembrance, and is bowed down within me. -
l.'il This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 

The Dirge rises to its central height: 
a note struck of Hope in Repentance 

THE PROPHET 

}!:! It is of the LoRD's.mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions 20 

fail not. 
}!! They arc new every morning; great is thy faithfulness. 

11! The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. 

J The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. 28 
] It is good that a man should hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the 

LORD. 
3 It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 

it Let him sit alone and keep silence, because he hath laid it upon him. 
il Let him put his mouth in the dus•; if so be there may be hope. 

il Let him give his cheek to him that smiteth him; Jet him be tilled full with 
reproach. 

lL For the Lord will not cast off for ever. 
IL For though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the 

multitude of his mercies. 
lL For he doth not. afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men. 

£R To crush under foot all the prisoners of the earth, 34 
ffi To tum aside the right of a man before the face of the Most High, 

fR To subvert a man in his cause, the Lord approveth not. 

:I{ Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it 
not? 

N 0Pt of the mouth of the Most High cometh there not evil and good? 
N Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man that is in his sins? 

® Let us search and try our ways, and tum again to the LORD. 40 
® Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens. 

@ We have transgressed and have rebelled; thou hast not pardoned. 
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The Dirge begins to sink again: 
Hope overpowered by Misery 

THE PROPHET 

13 lil Thou hast covered with anger and pursued us; thou hast slain, thou hast not 
pitied. 

lll Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that our prayer should not pass 
through. 

lll Thou hast made us as the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the 
peoples. 

S'J All our enemies have opened their mouth wide against us . 
.S rear and the pit arc come upon us, devastation and destruction . 

.S Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water, for the destruction of the 
daughter of my people. 

49 lt Mine eye poureth down, and ceaseth not, without any intermission, 
lt Till the LORD look down, and behold from heaven. 

lit Mine eye affecteth my soul, because of all the daughters of my city. 

I!;: They have chased me sore like a bird, that are mine enemies without cause. 
~ They have cut off my life in the dungeon, and have cast a stone upon me. 
~ Waters flowed over mine head; I said, I am cut off. 

SS F I called upon thy name, 0 LORD, out of the lowest dun_gton. 
J:T Thou heardest my voice; hide not thine ear at my breathing, at my cry. 

lf Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon thee: thou saidst, Fear 
not. 

(l'i!!l 0 Lord, thou hast pleaded the causes of my soul; thou hast redeemed my life. 
i!:i!!l 0 LORD, thou hast seen my wrong; judge thou my cause. 
~mt Thou hast seen all their vengeance and all their devices against me. 

61 if! Thou hast heard their reproach, 0 LORD, 
l1! The lips of those that rose up against me, 

and all their deYiccs against me; 
and their imagination against me 

all the day. 
Ml Behold thou their sitting down, and their rising up; I am their song. 

Z Thou wilt render unto them a recumpence, 0 LORD, according to the work of 
their hands. 

z Thou wilt give them hardness of heart, thy curse unto them. 
Z Thou wilt pursue them in anger, and destroy them from under the heav 

ens of the LORD. 

IV 
The Dirge sinks lower and the rhythm 
falls with a picture of Dumb Misery 

4 A How is the gold become dim! how is the most pure gold changed! 
The stones of the sanctuary are poured out at .the top of every street. 

B The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, 
How are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter I 
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c fa•eir tire jackals draw out the breast, they give suc'k lo their young ones: 
Tire daughter of my people is become cruel, like the ostriches in the wilderness. 

fl Tire limg11e of the sucking child clcaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst: 4 
The young children ask bread, and no man breaketh it unto them. 

F Tirey tlrat did feed delicately are desolate in the streets: 
They that were brought up in scarlet embrace dunghills. 

F For tire iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the sin of Sodom, 
Tira! was O'l!erllzrown as in a moment, and no hands were laid upon her. 

G Her nobles were purer titan snow, they were whiter than milk, 7 
They were more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing was as of sapphire: 

JI Their i•isage is blacker than a coal; 
Their skin cleaveth to their bones; 

they are not known in the streets: 
it is withered, it is become like a stick. 

J Thev that be slain with the sword are better 
For 'these pine away, stricken tlrrough, 

titan they that be slain with hunger, 
for want of the fruits of the field. 

K Tire !rands of tire pitiful women have sodden their own clrildren; 10 

They were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people. 

L The LORD hath accomplished his fury, 
And he hath kindled a fire in Zion, 

tlrereof . 

he hath poured out his fierce anger; 
which hath devoured tire foundations 

. II The kings of the earth believed not, neither all the inhabitants of the world, 
That the adversary and the enemy should enter into the gates of Jerusalem . 

.Y fl is because of the sins of her prophets, and the iniquities of her priests, 13 
Tliat have sited the blood of the just in the midst of her. 

in the streets. CJ They wander as blind men 
They are polluted with blood, so that men cannot touch their garments. 

P D_e part ye, they cried unto them, Unclean I depart, depart, touch not: 
II hen they fled away and wandered, men said among the nations, They shall 

110 more sojourn here. 

s The anger of the LORD hath divided them; 
They respected not the persons of the priests, 

he will no more regard them: 
they favoured not the elders. 

The Dirge continues to sink: 
the Misery ilnding a voice 

THE MOURNING PEOPLE 

16 

lt Our eyes do yet fail in looking for our vain help: 17 
In our watching we have watched for a nation that could not save. 

l1: They hunt our steps, that we cannot go 
Our end is near, our days are fulfilled; 
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F Our pursuers were swifter than the eagles of the heaven: 
They chased us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilderness. 

mi!ll The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the LORD, was taken in their 
pits; 

Of whom we said, Under his shadow we shall live among the nations. 

In the lowest <lepth the tone changes: 
Our misery is accomplished, 
it is the turn of our Adversary 

THE PEOPLE 

21 }!! Rejoice and be glad, 0 daughter of Edom, that dwellest in the land of Uz: 

5 

4 

7 

10 

The cup shall pass through unto thee also; thou shalt be drunken, and shalt 
make thyself naked. 

Z The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, 0 daughter of Zion; He 
will no more carry thee away into captivity: 

He will visit thine iniquity, 0 daughter of Edom; He will discover thy sins. 

v 
The rhythm wholly changes: the Dirge 
becomes an Appeal for Judgement 

THE PEOPLE 

Remember, 0 LORD, what is come upon us: 
Behold, and see our reproach. 

Our inheritance is turned unto strangers, 
Our houses unto aliens. 

We are orphans and fatherless, 
Our mothers are as widows. 

We have drunken our water for money; 
Our wood is sold unto us. 

Our pursuers are upon our necks: 
We are weary, and have no rest. 

We have given the hand to the Egyptians, 
And to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread. 

Our fathers have sinned, and are not; 
And we have borne their iniquities. 

Servants rule over us: 
There is none to deliver us out of their hand. 

We get our bread with the peril of our lives 
Because of the sword of the wilderness. 

Our skin is black like an oven 
Because of the burning he.it of famine. 
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They ravished the women in Zion, 
The maidens in the cities of Judah. 

Princes were hanged up by their hand: 
The faces of elders were not honoured. 

The young men bare the mill, 
And the children stumbled under the wood. 

The elders have ceased from the gate, 
The young men from their music. 

The joy of our heart is ceased; 
Our dance is turned into mourning. 

The crown is fallen from our head; 
Woe unto us! for we have sinned. 

For this our heart is faint; 
For these things our eyes are dim; 

For the mountain of Zion, which is desolate; 
The foxes walk upon it. 

Thou, 0 LORD, abidest for ever; 
Thy• throne is from generation to generation. 

\\Therefore dost thou forget us for ever, 
And forsake us so long time? 

Lamentations 

12 

IS 

18 

Turn thou us unto thee, 0 LORD, and we shall be tum~d; 21 

Renew our days as of old: 

Unless thou hast utterly rejected us, 
And art very wroth against us. 
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The Song of Songs 

which is 

Solomon's 

A Sui"te of Seven I dy!s 

/DYL /.-The Wedding Day 

!DYL II. -- Tbe Bride's Reminiscences of the Courtship 

ID YL Ill. - Tbe Day of Betrotbal 

/DYL IV. - Tbe Bride's Troubled Dream 

!DYL V. - Tbe King's Meditation on bis Bride 

!DYL VI. - Tbe Bride's longing for her Home an Lebanon 

!DYL VII. - Tbe Renewal of love in the Vineyard of Lebanon 



Idyl !.-The Wedding Day 

Outside the Palace. The Bridal Proc@ssion approaches: the Royal Bridegroom leading 
the Bride, followed by an Attendaut Chorus of Daughters of Jerusalem 

THE BRIDF. 

Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: 
For thv low is better than wine; 

Thine oint~ents have a goodly fragrance; 
Thy n'.lme is as ointment pnured forth: 

Therefore do the virgins love thee. 

A pause is made at the threshold of the Palace 

TrrF. BRIDE (lo the Bridegroom) 
Draw me-

ATTENDANT CHORUS 

\Ye will run after thee. 

The Bridegroom lifts the Bride across the threshold 

Tm: BRIDE 

The king hath brought me into his chambers. 

krn:NllA'>T CHORUS 

We will be glarl anrl rejoice in thee, 
We will make mention of thy love more than of wine. 

Tm: BRmE 

In uprightness do they love thee. 

Inside the Palace. The Bride addresses her Attendant Chorus 

THE BRIJJE 

I am black, but comely, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
As the ten ts of Kcrlar, 
As the curtains of Solomon. 

Look not upon me, liecausc I am swarthy, 
Because the sun hath scorched me. 

l\Iy mother's sons were incensed against me, 
They made me keeper of the vineyards; 

But mine own vineyard have I not kept! 

The Bride and Bridegroom whisper reminiscences of their courtship: how she sought 
to penetrate his disguise and he answered mysteriously 

THF. BRIDE 

Tell me, 0 thou whom my soul loveth, 
Where thou feedest thy flock, 
Where thou makest it lo rest at noon: 
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For why should I be as one that wandereth 
Beside the flocks of thy companions? 

THE BRIDEGROOM 
H thou know not, 0 thou fairest among women, 

Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, 
And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents. 

The Procession from the Banqueting House to the Bridal Chamber 

THE BRIDEGROOM 
I have compared thee, 0 my love, to a steed in Pharaoh's chariots 

Thy cheeks are comely with plaits of hair, 
Thy neck with strings of jewels. 

We will make thee plaits of gold 
With studs of silver. 

THE BRIDE 
While the king sat at his table, my spikenard sent forth its fragrance. 

My beloved is unto me as a bundle of myrrh, 
That lieth betwixt my breasts. 

My beloved is unto me as a cluster of henna-flowers 
In the vineyards of En-gedi. 

THE BRIDEGROOM 
Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; 

Thine eyes are as doves. 

THE BRIDE 
Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant: 

Also our couch is green. 
The beams of our house are cedars, 

And our rafters are firs. 

I am a rose of Sharon, 
A lily of the valleys. 

THE BRIDEGROOM 
As a lily among thorns, 

So is my love among the daughters. 

THE BRIDE 
As the app'.e tree among the trees of the wood, 

So is my beloved among the sons. 

I sat dov.:~ urder his shadow with great delight, 
Am! his fruit was sweet to my taste. 

He brought me to the banqueting house, 
And. his banner over me was love. 

Stay ye me with raisins, comfort me with apples: 
For I am sick of love. 
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Let his left hand be under my head, 
And his right hand embrace me. 

REFRAIN 
I adjure you, 0 daughters of Jerusalem, 

Song of Songs 

By the roes, and by lite hinds of the field, 
That ye stir not up, nor awaken love, 

Until it please. 

Idyl II.- The Bride"s, Reminiscences of the Courtship 

How in the Springtide the Lover came to her mountain home, and how the wooing was 
interrupted 

THE BRIDE 

The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh, 
Leaping upon the mountains, 
Skipping upon the hills. 

l\I y beloved is like a roe or a young hart: 
Behold, he standcth hehind our wall, 

He looketh in at the windows, 
He sheweth himself through the lattice. 

My beloved spake, and said unto me: 
"Rbe up, my lo\"e, my fair one, 

And come away. 

For, lo, the winter is past, 
The rain is O\"Cr and gone; 

The flowers appear on the earth; 
The time of the singing of birds is come, 
And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; 

The fig tree ripcneth her green figs, 
And the vines arc 'in blossom 
They give forth their fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, 
And come away, ' 

0 my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, 
In the covert of the sleep place, 

Let me see thy countenance, 
Let me hear thy voice; 

For sweet is thy voice, 
And thy countenance is comely." 

VOICES OF THE BROTHERS (heard interrupting) 
"Take us the foxes, 
"The little foxes that spoil the vineyards; 

"For our vineyards are in blossom." 
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REFRAIN 
My beloved is mine, and I am his: 

He /eedeth his flock among· the lilies. 
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, 

Turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart 
Upon the mountains o/ separation. 

Reminiscence of a happy Dream 

By night, on my bed, I sought him whom my soul loveth: 
I sought him, but I found him not. 

I said, I will rise now, and go about the city, 
In the streets and in the broad ways, 

I will seek him whom my soul loveth: 
I sought him, but I found him not. 

The watchmen that go about the city found me: 
To whom I said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth? 

It was but a little that I passed from them, 
When I found him whom my soul loveth: 
I held him, and would not let him go, 

Until I had brought him into my mother's house, 
And into the chamber of her that conceived me. 

REFRAIN 
I adjure you, 0 daughters o/ Jerusalem, 

By the roes, and by the hinds of the field, 
That ye stir not up, nor awaken love, 

Until it please. 

Idyl III. - The Day of Betrothal 
King Solomon coming in state 

Who is this that comcth up out o/ the wilderness 
Like pillars o/ smoke, 

Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, 
With all powders o/ the merchant? 

Behold, it is the litter o/ Sololllon; 
Threescore mighty men are about it, 

0/ the mighty men o/ Israel. 
They all handle the sword, and arc expert in war: 

Every man hath his sword upon his thigh, 
Because of /ear in the night. 

King Solomon made himself a palanquin 
0/ the wood o/ Lebanon. 

Hr, made the pillars thereof o/ silver, 
The bottom thereof o/ gold, 

The scat o/ it o/ purple, 
The midst tltcrco/ being inlaid with love from the daughters o/ J eru

salem. 
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Go forth, 0 ye daughters of Zion, and behold King Solomon, 
Tl' ith the crown wherewith his mother hath crowned him 

In the day of his espousals, 
A 11d in the day of the gladness of his heart. 

Arrived, King Solomon pours forth his love to the Shulammite damsel 

KING SOLOMON 

II 

Behold, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; 4 
Thine eyes are as doves behind thy veil: 

Thv hair is as a flock of goats 
· That lie along the side of Mount Gilead. 

Thy teeth are like a flock of ewes that are newly shorn, 
Which are come up from the washing; 

Whereof every one hath twins, 
And none is bereaved among them. 

Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, 3 
And thy mouth is comely. 

Thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate 
Behind thy veil. 

Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an armoury, 
Whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, 
All the shields of the mighty men. 

Thy two breasts are like two fawns that arc twins of a roe, 
Which feed among the lilies. 

REFRAIN 
Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, 

I will get me to tlze mountain of myrrh, 
And to the hill of frankincense. 

King Solomon (under the symbolic expression of an enclosed garden) proposes 
marriage, and (in the same symbol) is accepted 

KING SOLOMON 

Thou art all fair, my love; 
:\nd there is no spot in thee. 

Corne with me from Lebanon, my bride, with me from Lebanon: 
Go from the top of Arnana, 
From the top of Scnir and Hermon, 

From the lions' dens, 
From the mountains of the leopards .. 

Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my bride; thou hast ravished 
my heart 

With one look from thine eyes, 
With one chain of thy neck. 

How fair is thy love, my sister, my bride! 
How much better is thy love than wine! 
And the smell of thine ointments than all manner of spices! 
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Thy lips, 0 my bride, drop as the honeycomb: 
Honey and milk are under thy tongue; 

. And the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon. 

A garden shut up is my sister, my bride, 
A spring shut up, 
A fountain sealed. 

Thy shoots are an orchard of pomegranates, 
With precious fruits; 

Henna with spikenard plants, 
Spikenard and saffron, 

Calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense, 
Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices. 

Thou art a fountain of gardens, 
A well of living waters, 
And flowing streams from Lebanon. 

THE SHULAMMITE 

Awake, 0 north wind; and come, thou south; 
Blow upon my garden, 
That the spices thereof may flow out. 

Let my beloved come into his garden, 
And eat his precious fruits. 

KING SOLOMON 

I am come into my garden, my sister, my bride: 
I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; 

I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; 
I have drunk my wine with my milk. 

* Eat, 0 friends; 
Drink, yea, drink abundantly of love I 

Idyl IV. -The Bride's troubled Dream 

Ber Dream that her beloved came to her at night, and by a moment's delay 
she lost him 

THE BRIDE 

I was asleep, but my heart waked: 
It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying, 

"Open to me," 
My sister, my love, 
My dove, my undefiled: 

For my head is filled with dew, 
My locks with the drops of the night." 

I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? 
I have washed rn y feet; how shall I defile them? 
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My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, 
And my heart was moved for him. 
I rose up to open to my beloved; 

And my hands rlropped with myrrh, 
And my fingers with liquid myrrh, 

Upon the handles of the bolt. 

I opened to my beloved; 
But my belovcrl had withdrawn himself, and was gone. 

My soul had failed me when he spake: 
I sought him, but I could not find him; 
I called him, but he ga vc me no answer. 

The watchmen that go about the city found me, 
They smote me, they wounded me; 
The keepers of the walls took away my veil from me. 

Io her Dream she :finds herself accosting the Chorus of Daughters of Jerusalem 

I adjure you, 0 daughters of Jerusalem, 
If ye find my beloved, 
That ye tell him, that I am sick of love. 

CHORUS (in the Dream) 
What is thy beloved more than another beloved, 

0 thou fairest among women? 
What is thy beloverl more than another beloved, 

That thou dost so adjure us? 

THE BRIDE (in the Dream) 

4 

8 

My beloved is white and ruddy, 10 

The chiefest among ten thousand. 
His head is as the most fine gold, 

His locks are bushy, and black as a raven. 
His eyes are like doves heside the water brooks; 

Washed with milk, and fitly set. 
His cheeks are as a bed of spices, 

As banks of sweet herbs. 

His lips are as lilies, dropping liquid myrrh; 
His hands are as rings of gold set with beryl: 14 

His body is as ivory work overlaid with sapphires; 
His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold: 

His aspect is like Lebanon, excellent as the cedars; 
His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely. 

This is my beloved, and this is my friend, 
0 daughters of Jerusalem. 

CHORUS (in the Dream) 
Whither is thy beloved gone, 6 

0 thou fairest among women? 
Whither hath thy beloved turned him, 

That we may seek him with thee? 
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THE BRIDE (in the Dream) 

My beloved is gone down to his garden, 
To the beds of spices, 

To feed in the gardens, 
And to gather lilies. 

REFRAIN 
I am my beluved's, 
And my beloved is mine: 

He /eedeth his fiock among the lilies. 

Jdyl V. - The King's Meditation on h:s Bride 

The King muses on her beauty 

THE KING 

Thou art beautiful, 0 my love, as Tirzah, 
Comely as Jerusalem, 

Terrible as an army with banners. 
Tum away thine eyes from me, 

For they have overcome me. 
Thy hair is as a flock of goats 

That lie along the side of Gilead. 

Thy teeth are like a flock of ewes, 
Which are come up from the washing; 

Whereof overy one hath twins, 
And none is bereaved among them. 

Thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate 
Behind thy veil. 

There are threescore queens, 
And fourscore concubines, 
And virgins without number: 

My dove, my undefiled, is but one; 
She is the only one of her mother; 
She is the pure one of her that bare her. 

The daughters saw her, and called her blessed; 
Yea, the queens and the concubines, and they praised her: -

The meditation becomes a reminiscence (in dramatic form) of the :first meeting 

Surprise of the Court 

"Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, 
"Fair as the moon, pure as the sun, 

"Terrible as an army with banners?" 
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Surprise of the Shulammlte 

"I went down into the garden of nuts, 
"To see the green plants of the valley, 

"To see whether the ,-ine budded, 
"And the pomegranates were in flower. 

"Or ever I was a ware, my soul set me 

Song of Songs 

"Among the chariots of my princely people." 

Cry of the Court 

"Return, return, 0 Shulammite; 
Return, return, that we may look upon thee." 

Confusion of the Shulammite 

"Why will ye look upon the Shulammite, 
"As upon the dance of l\Iahanaim ?" 

The King resumes his meditation on the Bride's beauty 

Tm: K1\'G 

II 

13 

How beautiful arc thy feet in sandals, 0 prince's daughter! 7 
The joints of thy thighs arc like jewels, 
The work of the hands of a cunning workman. 

Thy navel is like a round goblet, 
\\!'herein no mingled wine is wanting: 

Thy belly is like an heap of wheat 
Set about with lilies. 

Thy two breasts are like two fawns that are twins of a roe; 3 
Thy neck is like the tower of ivory; 

Thine eyes as the pools in Heshbon, 
By the gale of Bath-rabbim; 

Thy nose is like the tower of Lebanon, 
Which looketh toward Damascus. 

Thine head upon thee is like Carmel, 5 
And the hair of thine head like purple; 
The king is held captive in the tresses thereof. 

How fair and how pleasant art thou, 
0 love, for delights! 

This thy stature is like to a palm tree, 
And thy breasts to clusters of grapes. 

I said, I will climb up into the palm tree, a 
I will Lake hold of the branches thereof: 

Let thy breasts be as clusters of the vine, 
And the smell of thy breath like apples; 

And thy mouth like the best wine, 
That goeth down smoothly for my beloved, 
Gliding through the lips of those that are asleep. 
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Song of Songe 

REFRAIN 
I am my beloved' s, 
And his desire is toward me. 

-JS Poetical Books 

Idyl VI. -The Bride's Longing for her Home on Lebanon 
THE BRIDE 

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; 
Let us lodge in the villages. 
Let us get up early to the vineyards; 

Let us see whether the vine hath budded, 
And the tender grape appear, 
And the pomegranates be in flower: 

There will I give thee my love. 
The mandrakes give forth fragrance, 

And at our doors are all manner of precious fruits, 
New and old, 

Which I have laid up for thee, 0 my beloved. 

Oh that thou wert as my brother, 
That sucked the breasts of my mother! 

When I should find thee without, I would kiss thee; 
Yea, and none would despise me. 

I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother's house, 
That thou mightest instruct me. 

I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine, of the juice of my pome· 
granate. 

His left hand should be under my head, 
And his right hand should embrace me. 

REFRAIN 
I adjure you, 0 d<l11ghlers of Jerusalem, 
That ye stir 110/ up, 11or awake11 love, 

Until it please. 

Idyl VII. - The Renewal of Love in the Vineyard of Lebanon 

Arrival of the Royal Pair (unattended) at the spot where they first met 

Who is this that co111eth up from the wilderness, 
Leaning upo11 her bclo•ued? 

KING SOLOMON 

Under the apple tree I awakened thee: 
There thy mother was in travail with thee, 
There was she in travail that brought thee forth. 
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THE BRIDE 

Set me as a seal upon thine heart, 6 
As a seal upon thine ann : 

For love is strong as death; 
Jealousy is cruel as the grave: 

The flashes thereof are llashe;, of fire, 
A very flame of the LORD. 

Many waters cannot quench love, 7 
Neither can the floods drown it: 

If a man would gi\'e all the substance of his house for love, 
It would utterly be contemned. 

The Bride recalls riddling speeches of her Brothers when she was a child: she 
understands them now 

"We have a little sister, 
"And she hath no breasts: 

"\\'hat shall we do for our sister 
"In the day when she shall be spoken for? 

"If she be a wall 
"\\'e will build upon her a turret of silver: 

"And if she be a door, 
"\\'e will in close her with boards of cedar." 

I was a wall, and my breasts like the towers thereof: 
Then was I in his eyes as one that found peace. 

The Bride renews her vows to her husband: Solomon shall be the landlord of 
her heart as he is the landlord of her home 

THE BRIDE 

IO 

Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; n 

He let out the vineyard unto keepers; 
E\'ery one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand pieces 

of silver. 

My vineyard, which is mine, is before me: 12 

Thou, 0 Solomon, shalt have the thousand, 
And those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred. 

The Escort heard approaching to conduct them back from Lebanon : there is just 
time for a final embrace 

JM 

KING SOLOMON 

Thou that dwellest in the gardens', 
The companions hearken for thy voice: 
Cause me to hear it. 

THE BRIDE 

Make haste, my beloved, 
And be thou like to a roe or to a young hart 
Upon the mountains of spices. 
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The Proverbs 

A Miscellany of Wisdom in Fz"ve Books 

BOOK I. -Sonnets on Wisdom 

BOOK II. - Proverbs of Solomon 

BOOK Ill. -A Wisdom Epistle 

BOOK IV. - Proverbs of Solomon copied out by the Men of Hez.el1iab 

BOOK V. - Shorter Collections 

BOOK /.-SONNETS ON WISDOM 

An Epigram 
My son, hear the instruction of thy father, 

And forsake not the law of thy mother: 
For they shall be a chaplet of grace unto thy head, 

And chains about thy neck. 

The Company of Sinners 
My son, if sinners entice thee, 

Consent thou not. 

If they say, Come with us, 
Let us lay wait for blood, 
Let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: 
Let us swnllow them up alive 11.s Sheol, 
And whole, 11.s those that f.(O down into the pit; 
We shall find all precious substance, 
We shall fill our houses with spoil; 
Thou shalt cast thy lot among us; 
We will all have one purse: 

My son, walk not thou in the way with them; 
Refrain thy foot from their path: 
For their feet run to evil, 
And they make haste to shed blood. 
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For in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird; 17 
And these lay wait for their own blood, 
They lurk privily for their own lives. 
So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; 
It taketh away the life of the owners thereof. 

Wisdom's Cry of Warning. - A Monologue 
ll'isdo111 crieth aloud in the street, 
She uttereth lzer i•oicc in tlze broad places; 
She crieth in tlze chief place of concourse; 
At t/1e entering in of tlze gates, 
In the city, size utteretlz her words: 

How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? 
And scorners delight them in scorning, 
And fools hate knowledge? 

Tum you at my reproof: 
Behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, 
I will make known my words unto you. 

Because I have called, and ye refused; 
I have stretched out my hand, 
And no man regarded; 
But ye ha \'e set at nought all my counsel, 
And would none of my reproof: 

I also will laugh in the day of your calamity; 
I will mock when your fear cometh; 
When your fear cometh as a storm, 
And your calamity cometh on as a whirlwind; 
When distress and anguish come upon you. 

Then shall they call upon me, 
But I will not answer; 
, They shall seek me diligently, 
But they shall not find me. 

For that they hated knowledge, 
And did not choose the fear of the LORD: 
They would none of my counsel; 
They despised all my reproof; 

Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
And be filled with their own devices. 
For the backsliding of the simple shall slay them, 
And the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 

But whoso hearkeneth unto me 
Shall dwell securely, 
And shall be quiet without fear of evil. 

Wisdom the Deliverer from Evil. - A Sonnet 
My son, if thou wilt receive my words, 
And lay up my commandments with thee; 
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Proverb a -.a The Books of Wisdom 

So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, 
And apply thine heart to understanding; 
Yea, if thou cry after discernment, 
And lift up thy voice for understanding; 
If thou seek her as silver, 
And search for her as for hid treasures: 

Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LoRn, 
And find the knowledge of God. 
For the LORD giveth wisdom; 
Out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding: 
He layeth up sound wisdom for the upright, 
He is a shield to them that walk in integrity; 
That he may guard the paths of judgement, 
And preserve the way of his saints. 

Then shalt thou understand righteousness and judgement, 
And equity, yea, every good path. 
For wisdom shall enter into thine heart, 
And knowledge shall be pleasant unto thy soul; 
Discretion shall watch over thee, 
Understanding shall keep thee: 

To deliver thee from the Way of Evil, 
From the men that speak froward things; 
Who forsake the paths of uprightness, 
To walk in the ways of darkness; 
Who rejoice to do evil, 
And delight in the frowardness of evil; 
Who are crooked in their ways, 
And perverse in their paths: 

To deliver thee from the Strange Woman, 
Even from the stranger which flattereth with her words; 
Which forsakcth the friend of her youth, 
And forgetteth the covenant of her God: 
For her house inclineth unto death, 
And her paths unto the dead: 
None that go unto her return again, 
Neither do they attain unto the paths of life: 

That thou mayest walk in the Way of Good Men, 
And keep the paths of the righteous. 
For the upright shall dwell in the land, 
And the perfect shall remain in it. 
But the wicked shall be cut off from the land, 
And they that deal treacherously shall be rooted out of it. 

The Commandment and the Reward. - A Sonnet 
My son, forget not my law; 
But let thine heart keep my commandments: 

For length of days, and years of life, 
And peace, shall they add to thee. 
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Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: 
Bind them about thy neck; 
Write them upon the table of thine heart: 

So shalt thou find favour, 
And good repute in the sight of God and man. 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart, 
And lean not upon thine own understanding: 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, 

And he shnll direct thy paths. 
Be not wise in thine own eyes; 
Fear the LORD, and depart from evil: 

It shall be health to thy navel, 
And marrow to thy bones. 

Honour the LORD with thy substance, 
And with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 

So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
And thy fats shall O\'erflow with new wine. 

Proverbs 

Sonnet : The Creator has made Wisdom the Supreme Prize 
~!y son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; 
Neither be weary of his reproof: 
For whom the LORD loveth he reproveth; 
Even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, 
And the man that getteth understanding. 
For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, 
And the gain thereof than fine gold. · 
She is more precious than rubies: 
And none of the things thou canst desire are to be compared unto her. 

Length of days is in her right hand; 
In her left hand are riches and honour. 
Her ways arc ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: 
And happy is every one that retaineth her. 

The Lo Rn by wisdom founded the earth; 
By understanding he established the heavens. 
By his knowledge the depths were broken up, 
And the skies drop down tbe dew. 

Wisdom and Security. - A Sonnet 
My son, let not them depart from thine eyes; 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion; 

So shall they be life unto thy soul, 
And grace to thy neck. 
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Then shalt thou walk in thy way securely, 
And thy foot shall not stumble. 

When thou liest down thou shalt not be afraid: 
Yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. 

Be not afraid of sudden fear, 
Neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh: 

For the LORD shall be thy confidence, 
And shall keep thy foot from being taken. 

Wisdom and Perversity.- A Sonnet 
Withhold not good from them lo whom it is due, 

When it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 
Say not unto thy neighbour, 
Go, and come again, 
And to-morrow I will give; 

When thou hast it by thee. 

Devise not evil against thy neighbour, 
Seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. 

Strive not with a man without cause, 
If he have done thee no harm. 

Envy thou not the man of violence, 
And choose none of his ways. 

For the Perverse is an abomination to the LORD: 
But his secret is with the upright. 

The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked; 
But he blesseth the habitation of the righteous. 
Though he scometh the scorners, 

Yet he giveth grace unto the lowly. · 
The wise shall inherit glory; 

But shame shall be the promotion of fools. 

The Tradition of Wisdom. - A Sonnet 
Hear, my sons, the instruction of a father, 
And attend to know understanding: 
For I give you good doctrine; 
Forsake ye not my la.w. 

For I was a son unto my father, 
Tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. 
And he taught me, 
And said unto me: 

Let thine heart retain my words; 
Keep my commandments, and live: 

Get wisdom, 
Get understanding; 
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Forget it not, 
Neither decline from the words of my mouth: 
Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee; 
Low her, and she shall keep thee. 

Wisdom is the principal thing; 
Get wisdom: 

Yea, with all thou hast gotten 
Get understanding. 

Proverbs 

6 

Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: & 
She shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. 
She shall give to thine head a chaplet of grace: 
A crown of beauty shall she deliver to thee. 

The Two Paths. - A Sonnet 
Hear, 0 my son, and recei\·e my sayings; 
And the years of thy life shall be many. 
I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; 
I have led thee in paths of uprightness. 
When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; 
And if thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 

Take fast hold of instruction; 
Let her not go: 
Keep her; 
For she is thy life. 

Enter not into the Path of the Wicked, 
And walk not in the way of evil men. 

Avoid it, 
Pass not by it; 
Tum from it, 
And pass on. 

For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; 
And their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. 
Fnr they eat the bread of wickedness, 
And drink the wine of violence. 

But the Path of the Righteous is as the light of dawn, 
That shineth more and noore unto the perfect day. 

The way of the wicked is as darkness: 
They know not at what they stumble. 

Wisdom and Health. - A Sonnet 
My son, attend to my words; 
Incline thine ear unto my sayings. 
Let them not depart from thine eyes; 
Keep them in the midst of thine heart. 

For they are life unto those that find them, 
And health to all their flesh. 
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Keep thy Heart above all that thou guardest; 
For out of it are the issues of life. 

Put away from thee a froward Mouth, 
And perverse lips put far from thee. 

Let thine Eyes look right on, 
And let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 

Make level the path of thy Feet, 
.A,nd let all thy ways be established. 

Tum not to the right hand nor to the left: 
Remove thy foot from evil. 

The Strange Woman. - A Sonnet 
My son, attend unto my wisdom; 

Incline thine ear to my understanding: 
That thou rr.ayest preserve discretion, 

And that thy lips may keep knowledge. 

For the lips of a Strange Woman drop honey, 
And her mouth is smoother than oil: 

But her latter end is bitier as wormwood, 
Sharp as a two-edged sword. 
Her feet go down to death; 
Her steps take hold on Sheol; 
So that she findeth not the level path of life: 
Her ways are unstable and she knoweth it not. 

Now therefore, my sons, hearken unto me, 
And depart not from the words of my mouth. 
Remove thy way far from her, 
And come not nigh the door of her house: 

Lest thou give thine honour unto others, 
And thy years unto the cruel: 
Lest strangers be filled with thy strength; 
And thy labours be in the house of an alien; 
And thou mourn at thy latter end, 
When thy flesh and thy body are consumed, 
And say, "How have I hated instruction, 
And my heart despised reproof; 
Neither have I obeyed the voice of my teachers, 
Nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me I 
I was well nigh in all evil 
In the midst of the congregation and assembly." 

Drink waters out of thine own cistern, 
And running waters out of thine own well. 

Should thy springs be dispersed abroad, 
And rivers of wakr in the streets? 
Let them be for tnyself alone, 
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And not for strangers with thee. 
Let thy fountain be blessed; 
And rejoice in the wife of thy youth. 

Proverbs 

As a loving hind 19 
And a pleasant doc, 

Let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; 
And be thou ravished always with her love. 
For why shouldest thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman. 
And em brace the bosom of a stranger? 
For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, 
And he makcth level all his paths. 

His own iniquities shall take the wicked, 22 

And he shall be holden with the cords of his sin. 
He shall die for lack of instruction; 

And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray. 

Suretiship. - A Sonnet 
My son, if thou art become surety for thy neighbour, 
If thou hast stricken thy hands for a stranger, 

Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, 
Thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. 

Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, 
Seeing thou art come into the hand of thy neighbour: 
Go, humble thyself, and importune thy neighbour. 
Give not sleep to thine eyes, 
Nor slumber to thine eyelids. 

Deliver thyself, 
As a roe from the hand of the hunter, 
And as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

The Sluggard. - A Sonnet 
Go to the ant, thou Sluggard; 
Consider her ways, and be wise: 

Which having no chief, 
Overseer, 
Or ruler, 

Provideth her meat in the summer, 
And gathereth her food in the harvest. 

How long wilt thou sleep, 0 Sluggard? 
When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 

"Yet a little sleep, 
A little slumber, 
A little folding of the hands to sleep" -

So shall thy poverty come as a robber, 
And thy want as an armed man ! 
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The Sower of Discord. - A Pair of Sonnets 
A 

A wo~thless person, 
A man of iniquity -

He walketh with a froward mouth; 
He winketh with his eyes, 
He shufficth with his feet, 
He maketh signs with his fingers; 
Frowardness is in his heart, 
He devise th evil continually; 
He Soweth Discord. 

Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; 
On a sudden shall he be broken, and that without remedy. 

B 
There be six things which the LORD hateth, 
Yea, seven which are an abomination unto him: 

Haughty eyes, · 
A lying tongue, 
And hands that shed innocent blood; 
An heart that dcviseth wicked imaginations, 
Feet that be swift in running to mischief, 
A false witness that uttcrcth lies; 

And he that Soweth Discord among brethren. 

Adultery the Supreme Folly. - A Sonnet 
My son, keep the commandment of thy father, 
And forsake not the law of thy mother: 
Bind them continually upon thine heart, 
Tie them about thy neck. 

When thou walkest, it shall lead thee; 
When thou sleepest, it shall watch over thee; 
And when thou awakcst, it shall talk with thee. 

For the commandment is a lamp; 
And the law is light; 
And reproofs of instruction are the way of life: 

To keep thee from the evil woman, 
From the flattery of the stranger's tongue. 
Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; 
Neither let her take thee with her eyelids. 

For on account of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece 
of brc"d 

And the adulteress hunteth for the precious life. 

Can a man take fire in his bosom, 
And his clothes not be burned? 
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Or can on·~ walk upon hot coals, 
And his feet not be scorched? 

So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; 
Whosoever toucheth her shall not be unpunished. 

Men do not despise a thief, if he steal 
To satisfy his soul when he is hungry; 

But if he be found,. he shall restore sevenfold; 
He shall give all the substance of his house. 

Proverbs 

28 

30 

He that committeth adullerywith a woman is void of understanding; 32 
He doeth it that would destroy his own soul. 

Wounds and dishonour shall he get; 
And his reproach shall not be wiped away. 

For jealousy is the rage of a man; 34 
And h'e will not spare in the day of vengeance. 

He will not regard any ransom; 
Neither will he rest content, though thou givest many gifts. 

Wisdom and the Strange Woman. - A Monologue 
I 

My son, keep my words, 
And lay up my commandments with thee. 

Keep my commandments, and live; 
And my law, as the apple of thine eye. 

Bind them upon thy fingers; 
Write them upon the table of thine heart. 

Say unto "'isdom, Thou art my sister; 
And call Understanding thy kinswoman: 

That they may keep thee from the SrnA'IGE WOMAN, 
From the stranger which flattereth with her words. 

II 

For at the window of my house 
I looked forth through my lattice; 
And I beheld among the simple ones, 
I discerned among the youths, 

A young man, 
Void of understanding, 

Passing through the street near her comer, 
And he went the way to her house; 
In the twilight, in the evening of the day, 
In the blackness of night and the darkness; 

And, behold, there met him a Woman, 
With the attire of an harlot, and wily· of heart. 

She is clamorous and wilful; 
Her feet abide not in her house; 
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Now she is in the streets, now in the broad places, 
And lieth in wait at every comer. 

So she caught him, and kissed him, 
With an impudent face she said unto him: 

"Sacrifices of peace offerings are with me; 
This day have I paid my vows; 

Therefore came I forth to meet thee, 
Diligently to seek thy face, 

And I have found thee. 
I have spread my couch with carpets of tapestry, 
With striped cloths of the yam of Egypt; 
I have perfumed my bed 
With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 

Come, let us take our fill of love 
Until the morning; 

Let us solace ourselves with loves; 
For the goodman is not at home, 
He is gone a Jong journey: 
He hath taken a bag of money with him; 
He will come home at the full moon." 

With her much fair speech she causeth him to yield, 
With the flattering·of her lips she forceth him away. 

He goeth after her straightway, 
As an ox goeth to the slaughter, 
Or as one in fetters to the correction of the fool; 

Till an arrow strike through his liver; 
As a bird h:<.steth to the snare, 
And knoweth not that it is for his life. 

Ill 

Now therefore, my sons, hearken unto me, 
And attend to the words of my mouth. 

Let not thine heart decline to her ways, 
Go not astray in her paths. 

For she hath cast down many wounded: 
Yea, all her slain are a mighty host. 

Her house is the way to Sheol, 
Going down to the chambers of death. 

rv 
Doth not WISDOM cry, 
And Understanding put forth her voice? 
In the top of high places by the way, 
Where the paths meet, 

"She standeth; 
Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, 
At the coming in at the doors, 

She crieth aloud: 
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]N 

Unto you, 0 men, I call; 
And my voice is to the sons of men. 
0 ye simple, understand subtilty; 
And ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. 
Hear; for I will speak excellent things; 
And the opening of my lips shall be right things. 

For my mouth shall utter truth; 
And wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 

4 

All the words of my mouth are righteousness; 8 
There is nothing crooked or perverse in them. 
They are all plain to him that understandeth, 
And right to them that fmd knowledge. 
Receive my instruction, and not silver; 
And knowledge rather than choice gold. 

For wisdom is better than rubies; 
And all the things that may be desired are not to be compared 

unto her. 

v 

I Wisdom have made subtilty my dwelling, 
And find out knowledge and discretion. 

The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; 
Pride and arrogancy, 
And the evil way, 
And the froward mouth, do I hate. 

Counsel is mine, 
And sound knowledge; 
I am understanding, 
I have might. 

By me kings reign, 
And princes decree justice; 
By me princes rule, 
And nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 

I love them that love me; 
And those that seek me diligently shall find me. 

Riches and honour are with me; 
Durable riches and righteousness; 
My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; 
And my revenue than choice silver. 

17 

I walk in the way of righteousness, 20 

In the midst of the paths of judgement: 
That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance, 
And that I may fill their treasuries. 

VI 

The LORD formed me in the beginning of his way, 22 

Before his works of old. 
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I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, 
Or ever the earth was. 
When there were no depths, I was brought forth, 
When there were no fountains abounding with water. 

Before the mountains were settled, 
Before the hills, was I brought forth: 
While as yet he had not made the earth, 
Nor the fields, 
Nor the beginning of the dust of the world. 

When he established the heavens, I was there: 
When he set a circle upon the face of the deep: 
When he ma<le firm the skies above: 
When the fountains of the deep became strong: 
When he gave to the sea its bound, 
That the waters should not transgress his commandment: 

When he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
Then I was by him, 
As ·a master workman; 
And I was daily his delight, 
Sporting always before him; 
Sporting in his habitable earth; 
And my delight was with the sons of men. 

Vil 

Now therefore, my sons, hearken unto me: 
For blessed are they that keep my ways. 

Hear instruction, and be wise, 
And refuse it not. 

Blessed is the man that hearcth me, watching daily at my gates, 
Waiting at the posts of my doors. 

For whoso findeth me findcth life, 
And shall obtain favour of the LORD; 

But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul; 
All they that hate me love death. 

The House of Wisdom and the House of Folly. - A Sonnet of Sonnets 
A 

Wisdom hath builded her house, 
She hath hewn out her seven pillars: 
She hath killed her beasts; 
She hath mingled her wine; 
She hath also furnished her table. 
She hath sent forth her maidens, 
She crieth upon the highest places of the city: 

"Whoso is simple, 
Let him tum in hither: 

As for him that is void of understanding -
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Come, eat ye of my bread, 
And drink of the wine which I have mingled." 

Leave off, ye simple ones, and live; 
And walk in the way of understanding. 

B 

Proverbs 

s 

He that correcteth a scorner getteth to himself shame: 7 
And he that reproveth a \Vicked man getteth himself a blot. 

l~eprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: 
Reprove a wise man, and he will love thee. 

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser; 
Teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 

BB 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: 

And the knowledge" of the Holy One is understanding. 
For by me thy days shall he multiplied, 
And the years of thy life shall be increased. 

If thou art wise, thou art wise for thyself: 
And if thou scomest, thou alone shalt bear it. 

AA 
The Fooli~h Woman is clamorous; 
She is simple, 
And knoweth nothing; 
And she sitteth at the door of her house, 
On a seat in the high places of the city, 
To call to them that pass by, 
Who 11:0 right on their ways: 

"Whoso is simple, 
Let him tum in hither: 

And as for him that is void of understanding -
Stolen waters are sweet, 
And bread in secret is pleasant." 

But he knoweth not that the dead are there; 
That her guests are in the depths of Sheol. 

BOOK If. -PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 

A wise son maketh a glad father: 
But a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 

Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: 
But righteousness delivereth from death. 

The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: 
But he thrusteth away the desire of the wicked. 

He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: 
But the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
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S He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: 
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But he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame. 

Blessings are upon the head of the righteous: 
But violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 

The memory of the just is blessed: 
But the name of the wicked shall rot. 

The wise in heart will receive commandments: 
But a prating fool shall fall. 

He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: 
But he that pervertcth his ways shall be known. 

He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: 
But a prating fool shall fall. 

The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life: 
But violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 

Hatred stirreth up strifes: 
But love covereth all transgressions. 

In the lips of him that hath discernment wisdom is found: 
But a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding. 

Wise men lay up knowledge: 
But the mouth of the foolish is a present destruction. 

The rich man's wealth is his strong city: 
The destruction of the poor is their poverty. 

The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: 
The increase of the wicked to sin. 

He is in the way of life that heedeth instruction: 
But he that forsaketh reproof erreth. 

He that hideth hatred is of lying lips; 
And he that uttereth a slander is a fool. 

In the multitude of words there wanteth not transgression: 
But he that refraineth his lips doeth wisely. 

The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver: 
The heart of the wicked is little worth. 

The lips of the righteous feed many: 
But the foolish die for lack of understanding. 

The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich: 
And he addeth no sorrow therewith. 
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It is as sport to a fool to do wickedness: 
· And so is wisdom to a man of understanding. 

The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: 
And the desire of the righteous shall be granted. 

When the whirlwind passeth, the wicked is no more: 
But the righteous is an everlasting foundation. 

As vinegar to the teeth, 
And as smoke to the eyes, 

So is the sluggard to them that send him. 

The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: 
But the years of the wicked shall be shortened. 

The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: 
But the expectation of the wicked shall perish. 

The way of the LORD is a strong hold to the upright: 
But it is a destruction to the workers of iniquity. 

The righteous shall never be removed: 
But the wicked shall not dwell in the land. 

The mouth of the righteous bringeth forth wisdom: 
But the froward tongue shall be cut off. 

The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable: 
But the mouth of the wicked speaketh frowardness, 

A false balance is an abomination to the LORD: 
But a just weight is his delight. 

When pride cometh, then cometh shame: 
But with the lowly is wisdom. 

The integrity of the upright shall guide them: 
But the perverseness of the treacherous shall destroy them. 

Riches prolit not in the day of wrath: 
But righteousness delivereth from death. 

The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: 
But the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. 

Proverbs 

The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them: 
But they that deal treacherously shall be taken in their own mischief. 

When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: 
And the hope of iniquity perisheth. 

The righteous is delivered out of trouble: 
And the wicked rometh in his stead. 
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With his mouth the godless man destroyeth his neighbour: 
But through knowledge shall the righteous be delivered. 

When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: 
And when the wicked perish, there is shouting. 

By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: 
But it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. 

He that despiscth his neighbour is void of wisdom; 
But a man of understanding holdelh his peace. 

He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: 
But he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter. 

Where no wise guidance is, the people falleth: 
But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. 

He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: 
But he that hateth suretiship is sure. 

A gracious woman rctaineth honour: 
And violent men retain riches. 

The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: 
But he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh. 

The wicked earneth deceitful wages: 
But he that soweth righteousness hath a sure reward. 

He that is steadfast in righteousness shall attain unto life: 
And he that pursucth evil doeth it to his own death. 

They that are perverse in heart are an abomination to the LORD: 
But such as are perfect in their way are his delight. 

Though hand join in hand, the evil man shall not be unpunished: 
But the seed of the righteous shall be delivered. 

As a jewel of gold 
In a swine's snout, 

So is a fair woman which is without discretion. 

The desire of the righteous is only good: 
But the expectation of the wicked is wrath. 

There is that scattereth, and increaseth yet more: 
And there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth only to 

want 

The liberal soul shall be made fat: 
And he that watereth shall be watered also himself. 
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He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: 26 
But blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it. 

He that diligently seeketh good seeketh favour: . 
But he that searcheth after mischief, it shall come unto him. 

He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: 
But the righteous shall flourish as the green leaf. 

He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind: 
And the foolish shall be servant to the wise of heart. 

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; 
And he that is wise winneth souls. 

Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: 
How much more the wicked and the sinner! 

Whoso loveth correction loveth knowledge: 
But he that hateth reproof is brutish. 

A good man shall obtain favour of the LORD: 
But a man of wicked devices will he condemn. 

A man shall not be established bv wickedness: 
But the root of the righteous shail never be moved. 

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: 
But she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones. 

The thoughts of the righteous are just: 
But the counsels of the wicked are deceit. 

The words of the wicked are of lying in wait for blood: 
But the mouth of the upright shall deliver them. 

Overthrow the wicked, and they are not: 
But the house of the righteous shall stand. 

A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: 
But he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised. 

Better is he that is lightly esteemed, and hath a servant, 
Than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread. 

· A righteous man rcgardeth the life of his beast: 
But the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 

He that tillcth his land shall have plenty of bread: 
But he that followeth after vain persons is void of understanding. 

The wicked desireth the net of evil men: 
But the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 
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13 In the transgression of the lips is a snare to the evil man: 
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But the righteous shall come out of trouble. 

Arn.an shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: 
And the doings of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him. 

The way of the foolish is right in his own eyes: 
But he that is wise hea.rkeneth unto counsel. 

A fool's vexation is presently known: 
But a prudent man concealeth shame. 

He that uttereth truth sheweth forth righteousness: 
But a false witness deceit. 

There is that speaketh rashly like the piercings of a sword: 
But the tongue of the wise is health. 

The lip of truth shall be established for ever: 
But a lying tongue is but for a moment. 

Deceit is in the heart of them that devise evil: 
But to the counsellors of peace is joy. 

There shall no mischief happen to the righteous: 
But the wicked shall be filled with evil. 

Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD: 
But they that deal truly are his delight. 

A prudent man concealeth knowledge: 
But the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness. 

The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: 
But the slothful shall be put under taskwork. 

Heaviness in the heart of a man maketh it stoop: 
But a good word maketh it glad. 

The righteous is a guide to his neighbour: 
But the way of the wicked causeth them to err. 

The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting: 
But the precious substance of men is to the diligent. 

In the way of righteousness is life; 
And in the pathway thereof there is no death. 

A wise son heareth his father's instruction: 
But a scorner heareth not rebuke. 

A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth: 
But the soul of the treacherous shall eat violence. 
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He that guardeth his mouth keepeth his life: 
But he that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction. 

The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: 
But the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. 

A righteous man hateth lying: 
But a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to shame. 

Righteousness guardeth him that is upright in the way: 
But wickedness overthroweth the sinner. 

There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: 
There is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great wealth. 

The ransom of a man's life is his riches: 
But the poor heareth no threatening. 

The light of the righteous rejoiceth: 
But the lamp of the wicked shall be put out. 

By pride cometh only contention: 
But with the well advised is wisdom. 

\\'ea Ith gotten by vanity shall Le diminished: 
But he that gathereth by labour shall have increase. 

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: 
But when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life. 

Whoso despiseth the word bringeth destruction on himself: 
But he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded. 

The law of the wise is a fountain of life, 
To depart from the snares of death. 

Good understanding giveth favour: 
But the way of the treacherous is rugged. 

Every prudent man worketh with knowledge: 
But a fool spreadeth out folly. 

A wicked messenger falleth into evil: 
But a faithful ambassador is health. 

Proverba 

Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth correction: 
But he that rtgardcth reproof shall be honoured. 

The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul: 
But it is an abomination to fools to depart from evil. 

Walk with wise men, and thou shalt be wise: 
But the companion of fools shall smart for it. 
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21 Evil pursueth sinners: 
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But the righteous shall be recompensed with good. 

A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: 
And the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the righteous. 

Much food is in the tillage of the poor: 
But there is that is destroyed by reason of injustice. 

He that spareth his rod hateth his son: 
But he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes. 

The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: 
But the belly of the wicked shall want. 

Every wise woman buildcth her house: 
But the foolish plucketh it down with her own hands. 

He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: 
But he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him. 

In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: 
But the lips of the wise shall preserve them. 

Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: 
But much increase is by the strength of the ox. 

A faithful witness will not lie: 
But a false witness uttereth lies. 

A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: 
But knowledge is easy unto him that hath understanding. 

Go into the presence of a foolish man, 
And thou shalt not perceive in him the lips of knowledge. 

The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: 
But the folly of fools is deceit. 

The foolish make a mock at guilt: 
But among the upright there is good will. 

The heart knoweth its own bitterness: 
And a stranger doth not intermeddle with its joy. 

The house of the wicked shall be overthrown: 
But the tent of the upright shall flourish. 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man: 
But the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; 
And the end of mirth is hrov"nes;. 
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The blackslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: 14 
And a good man shall be satisfied from himself. 

The simple believeth every word: 
But the prudent man looketh well to his going. 

A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: 
But the fool beareth himself insolently, and is confident. 

He that is soon angry will deal foolishly: 
And a man of wicked devices is hated. 

The simple inherit folly: 
But the prudent are crowned with knowledge. 

The evil bow before the good; 
An<l the wicked at the gates of the righteous. 

The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: 
But the rich hath many friends. 

He that despiseth his neighbour sinneth: 
But he that hath pity on the poor, happy is he. 

Do they not err that devise evil? 
But mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good. 

In all labour there is profit: 
But the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury. 

The crown of the wise is their riches: 
But the folly of fools is only folly. 

A true witness delh•ereth souls: 
But he that uttereth lies causeth deceit. 

In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: 
And his children shall have a place of refuge. 

The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, 
To depart from the snares of death. 

In the multitude of people is the king's glory: 
But in the want of people is the destruction of the prince. 

He that is slow to anger is of great understanding: 
But he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly. 

A sound heart is the life of the flesh: 
But envy is the rottenness of the bones. 

He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: 
But he that hath mercy on the needy honoureth him. 
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32 The wicked Is thrust down in his calamity: 
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But the righteous hath a refuge in his death. 

Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding: 
But that which is in the inward part of fools is made known. 

Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
But sin is a reproach to any people. 

The king's favour is toward a servant that dealeth wisely: 
But his wrath shall be against him that causeth shame. 

A soft answer turneth away wrath: 
But a grievous word stirreth up anger. 

The tongue of the wise uttereth knowledge aright: 
But the mouth of fools poureth out folly. 

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 
Keeping watch upon the evil and the good. 

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: 
But perverseness therein is a breaking of the spirit. 

A fool despiseth his father's correction: 
But he that regardeth reproof getteth prudence. 

In the house of the righteous is much treasure: 
But in the revenues of the wicked is trouble. 

The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: 
But the heart of the foolish doeth not so. 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: 
But the prayer of the upright is his delight. 

The way of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: 
But he loveth him that followeth after righteousness. 

There is grievous correction for him that forsakcth the way: 
And he that hateth reproof shall die. 

Sheol and Abaddon are before the LORD: 
How much more then the hearts of the children of men I 

A scorner loveth not to be reproved: 
He will not go unto the wise. 

A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: 
But by sorrow of heart the spirit is broken. 

The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: 
But the mouth of fools feedeth on folly. 
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All the days of the afflicted are evil: 
But he that is of a cheerful heart hath a continual feast. 

Better is little with the fear of, the LORD 
Than great treasure and trouble therewith. 

Better i~ a dinner of herbs where love is 
Than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. 

A wrathful man stirreth up contention: 
But he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife. 

The way of the sluggard is as an hedge of thorns: 
But the path of the upright is made an high way. 

A wise son maketh a !!;lad father: 
But a foolish man despiseth his mother. 

Folly is joy to him that is void of wisdom: 
But a man of understanding maketh straight his going, 

\\'here there is no counsel purposes are disappointed: 
But in the multitude of counsellors they are established. 

A man hath iov in the answer of his mouth: 
And a word In" due season, how good is it! 

To the wise the way of life goeth upward, 
That he may depart from Sheol beneath. 

The LORD will root up the house of the proud: 
But he will establish the border of the widow. 

E\·il de\•ices are an abomination to the LORD: 
But pleasant words are pure. 

He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house: 
But he that hateth gifts shall live. 

The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: 
But the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things. 

The LORD is far from the wicked: 
But he hcareth the prayer of the righteous. 

The lif(ht of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: 
And good tidings make the bones fat. 

The ear that hearkeneth to the reproof of life 
Shall abide am.,ng the wise. 

He that refuseth oorrection despiseth his own soul: 
But he that hearkeneth to reproof getteth understanding. 
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The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom: 
And before honour goeth humility. 

The preparations of the qeart belong to man: 
But the answer of the tongue is from the LORD. 

All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes: 
But the LORD weigheth the spirits. 

Commit thy works unto the LORD, 

And thy thoughts shall be established. 

The LORD hath made every thing for its own end: 
Yea, even the wicked for the day of evil. 

Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: 

Though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished. 

By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: 
And by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil. 

When a man's ways please the LORD, 
He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. 

Better is a little with righteousness 
Than great revenues with injustice. 

A man's heart deviseth his way: 
But the LORD directeth his steps. 

A divine sentence is in the lips of the king: 
His mouth shall not transgress in judgement. 

A just balance and scales are the LORD'S: 
All the weights of the bag are his work. 

It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: 
For the throne is established by righteousness. 

Righteous lips are the delight of kings; 
And they love him that speaketh right. 

The wrath of a king is as messengers of death: 
But a wise man will pacify it. 

In the light of the king's countenance is life; 
And his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain. 

How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! 
Yea, to get understanding is rather to be chosen than silver. 

The high way of the upright is to depart from evil: 
He that keepeth his way preserveth his soul. 
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Pride goeth before destruction; 
And an haughty spirit before a fall. 

Better it is to be of a lowly spirit with the poor 
Than to divide the spoil with the proud. 

He that giveth heed unto the word shall find good: 
And whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is he. 

The wise in heart shall be called prudent: 
And the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning. 

Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it: 
But the correction of fools is their folly. 

The heart of the wise instructeth his mouth, 
And addeth learning to his lips. 

Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, 
S\\'.eet to the soul, and health to the bones. 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 
But the end thereof are the ways of death. 

The appetite of the labouring man laboureth for him; 
For his mouth craveth it of him. 

A worthless man deviseth mischief: 
And in his lips there is as a scorching fire. 

A froward man scattereth abroad strife: 
And a whisperer separateth chief friends. 

A man of violence enticeth his neighbour, 
And leadeth him in a way that is not good. 

He that shutteth his eyes, it is to devise froward things: 
He that compresseth his lips bringeth evil to pass. 

The hoary head is a crown of glory, 
If it be found in the way of righteousness. 

He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; 
And he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. 

The lot is cast into the lap; 
But the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD. 

Better is a dry morsel and quietness therewith 
Than an house full of feasting with strife. 

Proverbs 

A servant that dealeth wise! y shall have rule over a son that causeth shame, 
And shall have part in the inheritance among the brethren. 
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The fining pot is for silver, 
And the furnace for gold: 

But the LORD trieth the hearts. 

->6 The Books of Wisdom 

An evil-doer giveth heed to wicked lips; 
And a liar giveth ear to a mischievous tongue. 

Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker: 
And he that is glad at calamity shall not be unpunished. 

Children's children are the crown of old men; 
And the glory of children are their fathers. 

Excellent speech becometh not a fool: 
Much less do lying lips a prince. 

A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it: 
Whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth. 

He that covereth a transgression seeketh love: 
But he that harpeth on a matter separateth chief friends. 

A rebuke entereth deeper into one that hath understanding 
Than an hundred stripes into a fool. 

An evil man seeketh only rebellion; 
Therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him. 

Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, 
Rather than a fool in his folly. 

Whoso rewardeth evil for good, 
Evil shall not depart from his house. 

The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: 
Therefore leave off contention, before there be quarrelling. 

He that justifieth the wicked, 
And he that condemneth the righteous, 

Both of them alike are an abomination to the Loan. 

Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to buy wisdom, 
Seeing he hath no understanding? 

A friend loveth at all times, 
And a brother is born for adversity. 

A man void of understanding striketh hands, 
And becometh surety in the presence of his neighbour. 

He loveth transgression that loveth strife: 
He that raiseth high his gate seeketh destruction. 
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He that hath a froward heart findeth no good: 20 

And he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief. 

He that begettetb a fool doeth it to his sorrow; 
And the father of a fool bath no joy. 

A merry heart is a good medicine: 
But a broken spirit drieth up the bones. 

A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bosom, 
To pervert the ways of judgement. 

Wisdom is before the face of him that hath understanding: 
But the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth. 

A foolish son is a grief to his father, 
And bitter11ess to her that bare him. 

Abo to punish the righteous is not good, 
Nor to smile the noble for their uprightness. 

He that spareth his words hath knowledge: 
And he that is of a cool spirit is a man of understanding. 

E,·cn a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: 
\\"hen he shuttcth his lips, be is esteemed as prudent. 

He that separatelh himself seeketh his own desire, 
And rageth against all sound wisdom. 

A fool hath no delight in understanding, 
But only that bis heart may reveal itself. 

When the wicked cometh, there cometh also contempt, 
And with ignominy cometh reproach. 

The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters; 
The wellspring of wisdom is as a !lowing brook. 

To accept the person of the wicked is not good, 
l\or lo tum aside the righteous in judgement. 

A fool's lips enter into contention, 
And his mouth calletb for stripes. 

A fool's mouth is his destruction, 
And his lips are the snare of his soul. 

The words of a whisperer are as dainty morsels, 
And they go down into the innermost parts of the belly. 

He also that is slack in bis work 
Is brother lo him that is a destroyer. 
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10 The name of the LORD is a strong lower: 
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The righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 

The rich man's wealth is his strong city, 
And as an high wall in his own imagination. 

Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, 
And before honour goeth humility. 

He that giveth answer before he heareth, 
It is folly and shame unto him. 

The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; 
But a broken spirit who can bear? 

The heart of the prudent gelteth knowledge; 
And the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge. 

A man's gift maketh room for him, 
And bringeth him before great men. 

He that pleadeth his cause first seemeth just; 
But his neighbour cometh and searcheth him out. 

The lot causeth contentions lo cease, 
And parteth between the mighty. 

A brother ofTcnded is harder lo be won than a strong city; 
And such contentions are like bars of a castle. 

A man's belly shall be filled with the fruit of his mouth; 
With the increase of his lips shall he be satisfied. 

Death and life are in the power of the tong~e; 
And they that love it shall eac the fruit thereof. 

Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, 
And obtaineth favour of the LORD. 

The poor useth in treaties: 
But the rich answereth roughly. 

He that maketh many friends doeth it to his own destruction~ 
But there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 

Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity 
Than he that is perverse in his lips and is a fool. 

Also, that the soul be without knowledge is not good; 
And he that hasteth with his feet sinneth. 

The foolishness of man subverteth his way; 
And his heart fretteth ·against the LORD. 
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Wealth addeth many friends: 
But the poor is separated from his friend. 

A false witness shall not be unpunished; 
And he that uttereth lies shall not escape. 

Many will in treat the favour of the liberal man; 
And every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts. 

All the brethren of the poor do hate him: 
How much more do his friends go far from him! 
He pursueth them with words, out they are gone. 

He that getteth wisdom Joveth his own soul: 
He that keepeth understanding shall find good. 

A false witness shall not be unpunished; 
And he that uttereth lies shall perish. 

Delicate living is not seemly for a fool; 
Much Jess for a servant to have rule over princes. 

The discretion of a man maketh him slow to anger, 
And it is his glory to pass over a transgression. 

The king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion; 
But hi:; favour is as dew upon the grass. 

A foolish son is the calamity of his father: 
And the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping. 

House and riches are an inheritance from fathers: 
But a prudent wife is from the LORD. 

Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; 
And the idle soul shall suffer hunger. 

He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his soul: 
But he that is careless of his ways shall die. 

He that hath pity upon the poor lcndeth unto the LORD, 
And his good deed will he pay him again. 

Chasten thy son, seeing there is hope; 
And set not thy heart on his destruction. 

A man of great wrath shall bear the penalty: 
For if thou deliver him, thou must do it yet again. 

Hear counsel, 
And receive instruction, 

That th011 mayest be wise in thy latter end. 
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21 There are many devices in a man's heart; 
But the counsel of the LoRD, that shall stand. 

The desire of a man is the measure of his kindness: 
And a poor man is better than a liar. 

The fear of the LORD tendeth to life: 
And he that hath it shall abide satisfied; 

He shall not be visited with evil. 

The sluggard burieth his hand in the dish, 
And will not so much as bring it to his mouth again. 

Smite a scorner, and the simple will learn prudence; 
And reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand knowledge. 

He that spoileth his father, 
And chaseth away his mother, 

Is a son that causeth shame and bringeth reproach. 

27 Cease, my son, to hear instruction 
Only to err from the words of knowledge. 

A worthless witness mocketh at judgement: 
And the mouth of the wicked swalloweth iniquity. 

Judgements are prepared for scorners, 
And stripes for the back of fools. 

20 Wine is a mocker, 
Strong drink a brawler; 

And whosoever erreth thereby is not wise. 

The terror of a king is as the ro:1ring of a lion: 
He that provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own life. 

It is an honour for a man to keep aloof from strife: 
But every fool will be quarrelling. 

4 The slothful will not plow by reason of the winter; 
Therefore he shall beg in harvest, and have nothing. 

Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; 
But a man of understanding will draw it out. 

Most men will proclaim every one his own kindness: 
But a faithful man who can find? 

7 A just man that walketh in his integrity, 
Blessed are his children after him. 

A king that sitteth on the throne of judgement 
Winnoweth away all evil with his eyes. 
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Who can say, I have made my heart clean, 
I am pure from my sin ? 

Divers weights, 
And divers measures, 

Both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD. 

Even a child maketh himself known by his doings; 
Whether his work be pure, and whether it be right. 

The hearing ear, 
And the seeing eye, 

The LORD hath made even both of them. 

Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; 
Open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfierl with bread. 

It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer: 
But when he is gone his way, then he boasteth. 

There is gold, 
And abundance of rubies: 

But the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel. 

Take his garment that is surety for a stranger; 
And hold him in pledge that is surety for strangers. 

Bread of falsehood is sweet to a man; 
But afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel. 

Every purpose is established by counsel; 
And by wise guidance make thou war. 

He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: 
Therefore meddle not with him that openeth wide his lips. 

Whoso curseth his father or his mother, 
His lamp shall be put out in the blackest darkness. 

An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; 
But the end thereof shall not be blessed. 

Say not thou, I will recompense evil: 
Wait on the LORD, and he shall save thee. 

Divers weights are an abomination to the LORD; 
And a false balance is not good. 

A man's goings are of the LORD; 
How then can man understand his way? 

It is a snare to a man rashly to say, It is holy, 
And after vows to make inquiry. 
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26 A wise king winnoweth the wicked, 
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And bringeth the threshing wheel over them. 

The spirit of man is the lamp of the LORD, 

Searching all the innerm?st parts of the belly. 

Mercy and truth preserve the king: 
And his throne is upholden by mercy. 

The glory of young men is their strength: 
And the beauty of old men is (he hoary head. 

Stripes that wound cleanse away evil: 
And strokes. reach the innermost parts of the belly. 

The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD as the watercourses: 
He turneth it whithersoever he will. 

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: 
But the LORD weigheth the hearts. 

To do justice and judgement 
Is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 

An high look, 
And a proud heart, 

Even the lamp of the wicked, is sin. 

The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness: 
But every one that is hasty hasteth only to want. 

The getting of treasures by a lying tongue 
· Is a vapour driven to and fro; 

They that seek them seek death. 

The violence of the wicked shall sweep them away; 
Because they refuse to do judgement. 

The way of him that is laden with guilt is exceeding crooked: 
But as for the pure, his work is straight. 

It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop 
Than with a contentious woman in a wide house. 

The soul of the wicked desireth evil: 
His neighbour findeth no favour in his eyes. 

When the scorner is punished, the simple is made wise: 
And when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge. 

The righteous man considereth the house of the wicked, 
How the wicked are overthrown to their ruin. 
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Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, 
He also shall cry, but shall not be heard. 

A gift in secret pacifieth anger, 
And a present in the bosom strong wrath. 

It is joy to the righteous to ~o judgement; 
But it is a destruction to the workers of iniquity. 

The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding 
Shall rest in the congregation of the dead. 

He that lo\·eth pleasure shall be a poor man: 
He that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich. 

The wicked is a ransom for the righteous; 
And the treacherous cometh in the. stead of the upright. 

It is better to dwell in a desert land 
Than with a contentious and fretful woman. 

Proverbs 

There is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise; 
But a foolish man swalloweth it up. 

He that followeth after righteousness and mercy 
Findeth life, righteousness, and honour. 

A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, 
And bringeth down the strength of 1he confidence thereof. 

Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue 
Keepeth his soul from troubles. 

The proud and haughty man, scorner is his name, 
He worketh in the arrogance of pride. 

The desire of the slothful killeth him; 
For his hands refuse to labour. 

There is that coveteth greedily all the day long: 
But the righteous giveth and withholdeth not. 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination: 
How much more, when he bringcth it to atone for wickedness 1 

A false witness shall perish: 
But the man that heareth shall speak unchallenged. 

A wicked man hardcneth his face: 
But as for the upright, he ordereth his ways. 

There is no wisdom nor understanding 
Nor counsel against the LoRD. 
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The horse is prepared against the day of battle: 
But victory is of the LORD. 

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, 
And loving favour rather than silver and gold. 

The rich and the poor meet together; 
The LORD is the maker of them all. 

A prudent man seeth the evil, and hideth himself: 
But the simple pass on, and suffer for it. 

The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD 
Is riches, and honour, and life. 

Thoms and snares are in the way of the froward: 
He that keepeth his soul shall be far from them. 

Train up a child in the way he should go, 
And even when he is old he will not depart from iL 

The rich ruleth over the poor, 
And the borrower is servant to the lender. 

He that soweth iniquity shall r~ap calamity: 
And the rod of his wrath shall fail. 

He that hath a bquntiful eye shall be blessed; 
For he giveth of his bread to the poor. 

Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; 
Yea, strife and ignominy shall cease. 

He that loveth pureness of heart, 
For the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend. 

The eye; of the LORD preserve him that hath knowledge, 
But he overthrowcth the words of the treacherous man, 

The sluggard saith: 
There is a lion without, 
I shall be murdered in the streets. 

The mouth of strange women is a deep pit: 
He that is abhorred of the LORD shall fall therein. 

Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child: 
But the rod of correction shall drive it far from him. 

He that oppresseth the poor to increase his gain, 
And he that giveth lo the rich, cometh only to want. 



A \Visdom Epistle B<- Proverbs 

BOOK .fl!. - A WISDOM EPISTLE 

l11di11e thine ear, and hear tlze words of the wise, and apply tlzine heart unto my 17 
kiio<dcdge; /Of' it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee, if they be established 
toge/ha upon thy lips. That thy trust may be in the LORD, I have made them known 
to thee this day, cvrn to thee. Ha1'e 110/ I written 1111/0 thee excellent things of counsel; 
1111d knowledge; to make //1ee know t/1e certainty of the words of truth, that thou mayest 
mrry back words of truth to them that send thee? 

Epigrams and Proverbs 
Rob not the poor, because he is poor, 

Neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: 
For the LoRD will plead their cause, 

And despoil of life those that despoil them. 

l\!ake no friendship with a man that is given to anger, 
:\nd with a wrathful man thou shalt not go: 

Lest thou learn his ways, 
And get a snare to thy soul. 

Be thou not one of them thal strike hands, 
Or of them that are sureties for debts: 
If thou hast not wherewith to pay, 

\\"hy should he take away thy bed from under thee? 

Remove not the ancient landmark, 
\\'hich thy fathers have set. 

Seest thou a man diligent in his business? 
He shall stand lief ore kings; 
He shall not stand before mean men. 

Awe before Appetite.- An Epigram 
\Vhen thou sittcst to cat with a ruler, 

Consider diligently him that is before thee; 
And put a knife to thy throat, 

If thou be a man given to appetite. 
Be not desirous of his dainties; 
Seeing they are deceitful meat. 

Transitoriness of Riches. - An Epigram 
Weary not thyself to he rich; 

Cease from thine own wisdom; 
Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? 

For riches certainly make themselves wings, 
Like an eagle that flieth toward heaven. 

Hospitality of the Evil Eye. - An Epigram 
Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, 

Neither desire thou his dainties; 
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For as one that reckoneth within himself, so is he: 
Eat and drink, saith he to thee; 
But his heart is not with thee. 
The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, 
And lose thy sweet words. 

Proverbs and Epigrams 
Speak not in the hearing of a fool; 
For he will despise the wisdom of thy words. 

Remove not the ancient landmark; 
And enter not into the fields of the fatherless: 

For their redeemer is strong; 
He shall plead their ca use against thee. 

Apply thine heart unto instruction, 
And thine ears to the words of knowledge. 

Withhold not correction from the child: 
For if thou beat him with the rod, he shall not die. 

Thou shalt heat him with the rod, 
And shalt deliver his soul from Sheol. 

My son, if thine heart be wise, 
My heart shall be glad, even mine: 

Y ca, my reins shall rejoice, 
When thy lips speak right things. 

Let not thine heart envy sinners: 
But be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long: 

For surely there is a reward; 
And thy hope shall not be cut off. 

Gluttony.- An Epigram 
Hear thou, my son, and be wise, 
And guide thine heart in the way. 
Be not among winehibbers; 
Among gluttonous caters of llcsh: 

For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: 
And drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags. 

Three Sayings 
Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, 
And despise not thy mother when she is old. 

Buy the truth, 
And sell it not; 

Yea, wisdom, and instruction, and understanding. 
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The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: 24 
And he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. 

Let thy father and thy mother be glad, 
And let her that bare thee rejoice. 

The Pit of Whoredom. - An Epigram 
l\Iy son, give me thine heart, 
And let thine eyes delight in my ways: 

For a Whore is a deep ditch; 
And a strange woman is a narrow pit. 

Yea, she lieth in wait as a robber, 
And increaseth the treacherous among men. 

Wine and Woe. - A Riddle Sonnet 
Who hath woe? 
Who hath sorrow? 
Who hath contentions? 
Who hath complaining? 
Who hath wounds without cause? 
Who hath redness of eyes? 

They that tarry long at the wine; 
They that go to seek out mixed wine. 

Look not thou upon the wine 31 
When it is red, 
When it giveth its colour in the cup, 
When it goeth down smoothly: 

At the last it biteth like a serpent, 
And stingeth like an adder. 

Thine eyes shall behold strange things, 
And thine heart shall utter froward things. 

Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, 
Or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. 

"They have stricken me, 35 
And I was not hurt; 

They have beaten me, 
And I felt it not; 

When shall I awake? 
I will seek it yet again." 

Epigrams and Proverbs 
Be not thou envious against evil men, 

Neither desire to be with them: 
For their heart studieth oppression, 

And their lips talk of mischief. 

Through wisdom is an house builded; 
And by understanding it is established: 

939 

24 



Proverbs 

4 

7 

9 

II 

IJ 

IS 

19 

->a The Books of Wisdom 

And hy knowledge are the chambers filled 
With all precious and pleasant riches. 

A wise man is strong; 
Yea, a man of knowledge increaseth might; 
For by wise guidance thou shalt make thy war, 

And in the mullitude of counsellors there is safety. 

Wisdom is loo high for a fool: 
He openeth not his mouth in the gate. 

He that deviseth to do evil, 
Men shall call him a mischievous person. 

The thought of the foolish is sin: 
And the scorner is an abomination to men. 

If thou faint in the day of adversity, 
Thy strength is small. 

The Duty of Rescue. -- An Epigram 
Deliver them that arc carried away unto death, 

And those that are ready lo be slain see that thou hold back. 
If thou sayest, Behold, we knew not this: 

Doth not he that wcigheth the hearts consider it? 
And he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he know it? 
And shall not he render to every man according to his work? 

Wisdom and Honey. - An Epigram 
My son, eat thou honey, for it is good, 

And the honeycomb, which is sweet to thy taste: 
So shalt thou know wisdom to be unto thy soul: 

If thou hast found it, then shall there be a reward, 
And thy hope shall not be cut off. 

Four Epigrams 
Lay not wait, 0 wicked man, against the habitation of the righteous; 

Spoil not his resting place: 
For a righteous man falle!h seven times, and riseth up again: 

But the wicked are overthrown by calamity. 

Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, 
And let not thine heart be glad when he is overthrown: 

Lest the LORD see it, and it displease him, 
And he turn away his wrath from him. 

Fret not thyself because of evil-doers; 
Neither be thou envious at the wicked: 

For there will be no reward lo the evil man; 
The lamp of the wicked shall be put out. 
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My son, fear thou the LORD and the king; 
And meddle not with them that are given to change: 

For their calamity shall rise suddenly; 
And who knoweth the destruction of their years? 

Postscript. - These also are Sayings of the Wise. 

Respect of Persons. -- An Epigram 
To haw respect of persons in judgement is not good. 

He that saith unto the wicked, Thou art righteous, 
Peoples shall curse him, nations shall abhor him. 

But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, 
And a good blessing shall come upon them. 

Three Sayings 
He kisseth the lips 
That giveth a right answer. 

Prepare thy work without, 
And make it ready for thee in the field; 

And afterwards build thine house. 

Be not a witness against thy neighbour without cause; 
And dccci,·e not with thy lips; 

Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me, 
I will render to the man according to his work. 

The Field of the Slothful. - A Sonnet 
I went by the field of the Slothful, 
And by the Yineyard of the man void of understanding; 

And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, 
The face thereof was covered with nettles, 
And the stone wall thereof was broken down. 

Then I beheld, 
And considered well: 

I saw, 
And received instruction. 

"Yet a little sleep, 
A little slumber, 
A little folding of the hands to sleep" -

So shall thy poverty come as a robber; 
And thy want as an armed man. 

21 

30 

33 



25 

2 

4 

6 

8 

II 

13 

Proverbs -->S The Books of Wisdom 

BOOK IV.-PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 

COPIED OUT BY THE MEN OF HEZEKIAH, A."ING OF JUDAH 

The King : A Proverb Cluster 
It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: 
But the glory of Kings is to search out a matter. 

* The heaven for height, 
And the earth for depth, 

And the heart of Kings is unsearchable. 

* Take away the dross from the silver, 
And there cometh forth a vessel for the finer: 

Take away the wicked from before the King, 
And his throne shall be established in righteousness. 

* Put not thyself forward in the presence of the King, 
And stand not in the place of great men; 

For better is it that it be said unto thee, Come up hither, 
Than that thou shouldest be put lower 
In the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen. 

Proverbs and Epigrams 
Go not forth hastily to strive, 

Lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, 
When thy neighbour hath put thee to shame. 

Debate thy cause with thy neighbour himself, 
And disclose not the secret of another: 

Lest he that heareth it revile thee, 
And thine infamy turn not away. 

A word fitly spoken 
Is like apples of gold 
In baskets of silver. 

As an earring of gold, 
And an ornament of fine gold, 

So is a wise rep.rover upon an obedient ear. 

As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, 
So is a faithful messenger to them that send him; 
For he refresheth the soul of his masters. 

As clouds and wind without rain, 
So is he that boasteth himself of his gifts falsely. 
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By long forbearing is a ruler persuaded, 
And a soft tongue breaketh the bone. 

Proverbs 

Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee; 
Lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. 

Let thy foot be seldom in thy neighbour's house; 
Lest he be weary of thee, and hate thee. 

A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour 
Is a maul, and a sword, 
And a sharp arrow. 

Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble 
Is like a broken tooth, 
And a foot out of joint. 

As one that taketh off a garment in cold weather, 
And as vinegar upon nitre, 

So is he that singeth songs to an heavy heart. 

If thine enemy be hungry, ~ve him bread to eat; 
And if he be thirsty, gi,·e him water to drink: 

For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, 
And the LORD shall reward thee. 

The north wind bringeth forth rain: 
So doth a backbiting tongue an angry countenance. 

It is better to dwell in the comer of the housetop, 
Than with a contentious woman in a wide house. 

As cold waters 
To a thirsty soul, 

So is good news from a far country. 

As a troubled fountain, 
And a corrupted spring, 

So is a righteous man that giveth way before the wicked. 

It is not good to eat much honey: 
So for men to search out their own glory is not glory. 

He whose spirit is without restraint 
Is like a tity that is broken down and hath no wall. 

As snow in summer, 
And as rain in harvest, 

So honour is not seemly for a fool. 

As the sparrow in her wandering, 
As the swallow in her flying, 

So the curse that is causeless Iighteth not. 
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On Fools: A Proverb Cluster 
A whip for the horse, 
A bridle for the ass, 

And a rod for the back of Fools. 

* Answer not a Fool according to his folly, 
Lest thou also be like unto him. 

Answer a Fool according to his folly, 
Lest he be wise in his own conceit. 

* He that sendeth a message by the hand of a Fool 
Cutteth off his own feet, 
And drinketh in damage. 

* The legs of the lame hang loose; 
So is a parable in the mouth of Fools. 

* As a bag of gems 
In a heap of stones, 

So is he that giveth honour to a Fool. 

* As a thorn that goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, 
So is a parable in the mouth of Fools. 

* As an archer that woundeth all, 
So is he that hireth the Fool, 
And he that hireth them that pass by. 

* As a dog that retumclh lo his vomit, 
So is a Fool that rcpeatcth his folly. 

* Sees! thou a man wise in his own conceit? 
There is more hope of a Fool than of him. 

On the Sluggard : A Proverb Cluster 
The Sluggard saith, 

There is a lion in the way; 
A lion is in the streets. 

* As the door tumelh upon its hinges, 
So doth the Sluggard upon his bed. 

* The Sluggard burieth his hand in the dish; 
It wearieth him lo bring it again to his mouth. 

* The Sluggard is wiser in his own conceit 
Than seven men that can render a reason. 
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On Social Pests : A Proverb Cluster 
Ile that passeth by 
And wxeth himself with strife belonging not to him, 

Is like one that taketh a rlog by the ears. 

* 

Proverb3 

As a madman who casteth firebrands, arrows, and death: 
So is the man that dcceiveth his neighbour, 
And saith, Am not I in sport? 

* For lack of woorl the fire goeth out, 
And where there is no \\·hispcrer, contention ceaseth. 

* As coals arc to hot embers, 
And wood to fire, 

So is a contentious man to inflame strife. 

* The words of a whisperer are as dainty morsels, 
And they go down into the innermost parts of the belly. 

* Fen·ent lips and a wicked heart 
Are like an earthen Ycssel oYCrlaid with silver dross. 

* 

17 

20 

22 

He that hateth dissemblcth with his lips, 24 

But he layeth up deceit within him: 
When he speaketh fair, believe him not; 

For there arc seven abominations in his heart: 
Though his hatred cover itself with guile, 
His wickedness shall be openly shewed before the congregation. 

Proverbs and Epigrams 
Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: 2 7 
And he that rolleth a stone, it shall return upon him. 

A lying tongue hateth those whom it hath wounded; 
And a flattering mouth worketh ruin. 

Boast not thyself of to-morrow; 
For thou knowest not what a day may bring forth. 

Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; 
A stranger, and not thine own lips. 

A stone is heavy, 
And the sand weighty: 

But a fool's vexation is heavier than them both. 

Wrath is cruel, 
And anger is outrageous: 

But who is able to stand before jealousy? 
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Better is open rebuke 
Than love that is hidden. 

-->S The Hooks of Wisdom 

Faithful are the wounds of a friend: 
But the kisses of an enemy are profuse. 

The full soul loatheth an honeycomb: 
But to the hun!;ry soul every bitter thing is sweet. 

As a bird that wandereth from her nest, 
So is a man that wandereth from his place. 

Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: 
So doth the sweetness of a man's friend 
That cometh of hearty counsel. 

Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not; 
And go not to thy brother's house in the day of thy calamity: 

Better is a neighbour that is near 
Than a brother far off. 

My son, he wise, and make my heart glad, 
That I may answer him that reproacheth me. 

A prudent man seeth the evil, and hideth himself: 
But the simple pass on, and suffer for it. 

Take his garment that is surety for a stranger; 
And hold him in pledge that is surety for a strange woman. 

He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, 
Rising early in the morning, 

It shall be counted a curse to him. 

A continual dropping in a very rainy day 
And a contentious woman are alike: 

He that would restrain her restraineth the wind, 
And his right hand encountereth oil. 

Iron sharpeneth iron: 
So a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 

Whoso kecpeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof; 
And he that waiteth on his master shall be honoured. 

As in water face answereth to face, 
So the heart of man to man. 

Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied; 
And the eyes of man are never satisfied. 

The fining pot is for silver, 
And the furnace for gold: 

And a man is tried by his praise. 
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Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar 
With a pestle among bruised corn, 

Yet will not his foolishness depart from him. 

Folk Song of Good Husbandry 
Be thou diligent to know the state of thy Jlocks, 
And look well to thy herds: 

For riches are not for ever; 
And doth the crown endure unto all generations? 

The hay is carried, 
And the tender grass shcweth itself, 
And the herbs of the mountains are gathered in. 

The lambs are for thy clothing, 
And the goats are the price of the field: 
And there will be goats' milk enough for thy food, 
For the food of thy household; 
And maintenance for thy maidens. 

Proverbs 
The wicked Jlee when no man pursueth: 
But the righteous are bold as a lion. 

P1·overbs 

For the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: 
But by men of understanding and knowledge the state thereof shall be 

prolonged. 

A needy man that oppresseth the poor 
Is like a sweeping rain which leaveth no food. 

They that forsake the law praise the wicked: 
But such as keep the law contend with them. 

Evil men understand not judgement: 
But they that seek the LORD understand all things. 

Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, 
Than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich. 

22 

23 

28 

4 

Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son: 7 
But he that is a companion of gluttonous men shameth his father 

He that augmenteth his substance by usury and increase 
Gathereth it for him that hath pity on the poor. 

He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, 
Even his prayer is an abomination. 

Whoso causeth the upright to go astray in an evil way, 
He shall fall himself into his own pit: 
But the perfect shall inherit good. 
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u The rich man is wise in his own conceit; 

13 

16 

19 

22 

"5 

But the poor that hath understanding searcheth him out. 

When the righteous triumph, there is great glory: 
But when the wicked rise, men hide themselves. 

He that covereth his transgressions shall not prosper: 
But whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall obtain mercy. 

Happy is the man that fcareth alway: 
But he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief. 

As a roaring lion, 
And a ranging bear, 

So is a wicked ruler over a poor people. 

The prince that lacketh understanding is also a great oppressor: 
But he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days. 

A man that is laden with the blood of any person 
Shall flee unto the pit; 
Let no man stay him. 

Whoso walketh uprightly shall be delivered: 
But he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once. 

He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: 
But he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough. 

A faithful man shall abound with blessings: 
But he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be unpunished. 

To have respect of persons is not good: 
Neither that a man should transgress for a piece of bread. 

He that hath an evil eye hasteth after riches, 
And knoweth not that want shall come upon him. 

He that rebuketh a man shall afterward find more favour 
Than he that flattereth with the tongue. 

Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, 
And saith, It is no transgression, 

The same is the companion of a destroyer. 

He that is of a greedy spirit stirreth up strife: 
But he that putteth his trust in the LORD shall be made fat. 

He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: 
But whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered. 

He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: 
But he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse. 
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When the wicked rise, men hide themselves: 
But when they perish, the righteous increase. 

He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck 
Shall suddenly be broken, and that without remedy. 

\Yhen the righteous arc increased, the people rejoice: 
But when a wicked man beareth rule, the people sigh. 

Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father: 

Proverbs 

But he that keepeth company with harlots wasteth his substance 

The king by judgement establisheth the land: 
But he that exacteth gifts overthroweth it. 

A man that flattereth his neighbour 
Spreadeth a net for his steps. 

In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare: 
But the righteous doth sing and rejoice. 

The righteous taketh knowledge of the cause of the poor: 
The wicked hath not understanding to know it. 

Scornful men set a city in a flame: 
But wise men tum away wrath. 

If a wise man hath a controversy with a foolish man, 
Whether he be angry or laugh, there will be no rest. 

The bloodthirsty hate him that is perfect; 
And as for the upright, they seek his life. 

A fool uttereth all his anger: 
But a wise man keepeth it back and stilleth it. 

If a ruler hearkeneth to falsehood, 
All his servants are wicked. 

The poor man and the oppressor meet together: 
The LORD lighteneth the eyes of them both. 

The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, 
His throne shall be established for ever. 

The rod and reproof give wisdom: 
But a child left to hims<>lf causeth shame to his mother. 

When the wicked are increased, transgression increaseth: 
But the righteous shall look upon their fall. 

Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; 
Yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul. 
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18 Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint: 

23 
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But he that keepeth the Jaw, happy is he. 

A servant will not be corrected by words: 
For though he understand he will not give heed. 

Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. 

He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a child 
Shall have him become a son at the last. 

An angry man stirreth up strife, 
And a wrathful man aboundcth in transgression. 

A man's pride shall bring him low: 
But he that is of a lowly spirit shall obtain honour. 

Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul: 
He hearcth the adjuration and uttereth nothing. 

The fear of man bringeth a snare: 
But whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe. 

Many seek the ruler's favour: 
But a man's judgement cometh from the LORD. 

An unjust man is an abomination to the righteous: 
And he that is upright in the way is an abomination to the wicked. 

BOOK V. -SHORTER COLLECTIONS 

Thirteen Sayings of Agur 
The Unsearchableness of God 

I have wearied myself, 0 God, 
I have wearied myself, 0 God, 
And am consumed: 

For I am more brutish than any man, 
And have not the understanding of a man: 
And I have not learned wisdom, 
Neither have I the knowledge of the Holy One. 

Who hath ascended up into heaven, and descended? 
Who hath gathered the wind in his fists? 
Who hath bound the waters in his garment? 
Who hath established all the ends of the earth? 

What is his name, 
And what is his son's name, 
If thou knowest? 
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An Epigram 
Everv word of God is tried; 

He is a shield unto them that trust in him: 
Add thou not unto his words, 

Lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. 

The Golden ,Jfcan. - A Number Sonnet 

Two things have I asked of thee; 
Deny me not three before. I die: 

Proverbs 

s 

Remove far from me vanity and lies; 8 
Give me neither po,·crty nor riches; 

Feed me with the food that is needful for me: 
Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? 

Or lest I be poor, and steal, 
And use profanely the name of my God. 

A Proverb 
Slander not a serrnnt unto his master, 
Lest he curse thee, and thou be held guilty. 

Sonnet: An Evil Generation 
There is a generation 

That curscth their father, 
And doth not hlcss their mother. 

There is a generation 
That are pure in their own eyes, 
And vet arc not washed from their filthiness. 

There is :1 gcnerntion --
Oh how lofty arc their eyes! 
And their eyelids arc lifted up. 

There is a generation 
\\"hose teeth arc as swords, 
And their j~w teeth as knives, 
To devour the poor from off the earth, 
And the needy from among men. 

Things nei•cr satisfied. --A Nmnlia Sonnet 

The horseleach hath two daughters, Give, Give, 
There arc three things that arc never satisfied, 

Yea, four that say not, Enough: 
The Grave; 
And the barren Womb; 
The Earth that is not satislicd with water; 
And the Fire that saith not, Enough. 

An Epigram 
The eye that mocketh at his father, 

And despiscth to obey hi~ mother, 
The ravens of the valley shall pick it out, 

And the young eagles shall eat it. 
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Things not to be known. -A Number Sonnet 
There be thr~e things which are too wonderful for me, 
Yea, four which I know not: . 

The way of an Eagle in the air; 
The way of a Serpent upon a rock; 
The way of a Ship in the midst of the sea; 

And the way of a Man with a Maid. 

A Proverb 
So is the way of an adulterous woman: -
She eateth, and wipeth her mouth, 

And saith, I have done no wickedness. 

Things not to be borne. -A Number Sonnet 
For three things the earth doth tremble, 
And for four, which it cannot hear: 

For a servant when he is king; 
And a fool when he is filled with meat; 
For an odious woman when she is married; 

And an handmaid that is heir to her mistress. 

Little and IYise. -A Number Sonnet 
There be four things which arc little upon the earth, 

But they are exceeding wise. 
The Ants are a people not strong, 

Yet they provide their meat in the summer; 
The Conics arc but a feeble folk, 

Yet make they their houses in the rocks; 
The Locusts ~ave no king, 

Yet go they forth all of them by bands; 
The Lizard thou canst seize with thy hands, 

Yet is she in king's palaces. 

Things Stately in their Going. -A Number Sonnet 
There be three things which are stately in their march, 
Yea, four which arc stately in going: 

The Lion, 
Which is mightiest among beasts, 
And tumcth not away for any; 

The Greyhound; 
The He-goat also; 

And the King when his army is with him. 

The Restraining of Wrath. -An Epigram 
If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, 

Or if thou hast thought evil, 
Lay thine hand upon thy mouth: 

For the churning of milk bringeth forth butter, 
And the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood; 
So the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife. 
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The Oracle of Lemuel's Mother 
\Vhat, my son? 

And what, 0 son of my womb? 
And what, 0 son of my vows? 

I 

Give not thy strength unto Women, 
Nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings. 

II 

Proverbs 

31 
2 

It is not for kings, 0 Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink Wine, 4 
Nor for princes to say, \\'here is strong drink? 

Lest they drink, and forget the law, 
And pervert the judgement of any that is afflicted. 

Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, 
And wine unto the bitter in soul: 
Let him drink, and foq~et his poverty, 
And remember his misery no more. 

Open thy mouth for the dum h, 
In the cause of all such as :tre left desolate; 
Open thy mouth. judge righteously, 
And minister judgement lo the poor and needy. 

The Virtuous Woman: An Anonymous Acrostic 
<a A Virtuous \\'oman who can find? 

For her price is far above rubies. · 

~ The heart of her hushand trustelh in her, 
And he shall have no lnck of gain. 

qi; She doeth him good and not eYil 
All the days of her life. 

D She secketh wool and flax, 
And worketh willingly with her hands. 

E She is like the merchant-ships, 
She bringeth her food from afar. 

JJ She riseth also while it is yet night, 
And gi\'clh meat to her household, 
And their task to her maidens. 

E5 She considereth a field, and buyelh it: 
With the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 

J!! She girdeth her loins with strength, 
And maketh ~lrong her arm.s. 

ll She perceiveth that her merchandise is profitable: 
Her lamp goeth not out by night. 

1lt She layeth her hands to the distaff, 
And her hands hold 1he spindle. 

11. She spreadeth out her hand to the poor; 
Yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 
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flt She is not afraid of the snow for her household; 
For all her household are clothed with scarlet. 

N She makelh for herself carpets of tapestry; 
Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

® Her husband is known in the gates, 
When he sitteth among the ciders of the land. 

~p She makcth linen garmenls, and selleth them; 
And cleliverelh girdles unto the merchant. 

ht Strength and dignity arc her clothing; 
And she Jaugheth at the time to come . 

.$ She openeth her mouth with wisdom; 
And the Jaw of kindness is on her tongue. 

l1!: She looketh well to the ways of her household, 
And eateth not the bread of idleness. 

}J Her children rise up, and call her blessed; 
Her husband also, and he praiseth her: 

6 "Many daughters have done virtuously, 
But thou exccllest them all." 

'!!! Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: 
But a woman that feareth the Lonn, she shall be praised. 

Z Give her of the fruit of her hands; 
And let her works praise her in the gates. 



The Wisdom 

of 

Jesus the Son of Sirach 

otherwise known as 

Ecclesiasticus 

Preface by the Translator, the Grandson of Jesus 
Whereas many and great things have been delivered unto us by the law and the 

prophets, and by the others that have followed in their steps, for the which things we 
must gii•e Israel the praise of instrnction and wisdom; and since not only the readers must 
needs become skilful themseh•es, but also they that love learning must be able to profit 
them which are without, both by speaking and writing: my grandfather, Jesus, having 
much i;i1•en himself to the reading of the law and the prophets, and the other books of 
our fathers, and having gained i;reat familiarity therein, was drawn on also himself 
to write somewhat pertaining to instruction and wisdom: in order that those who love 
learnini;, and are addicted to these things, might make progress much more by living 
accordini; lo tlie law. Ye are entreated therefore to read with favour and attention; and 
to pardon us if in any parts of what we have laboured to interpret we may seem to fail in 
some of the phrases. For things originally spoken in Hebrew have not the same force in 
them wizen t/1ey are translated into another tongue; and not only tl1ese, but the law 
itself, and the prophecies, and the rest of the books, have no small difference wizen they 
are spokm iii their original lanl(uage._ For having come into Egypt in the eight and 
t/1irtieth year of fatergetes the king, and having continued there some time, I found a 
copy affordini; no small instruction. I thought it therefore most necessary for me to 
apply some diligence and travail to interpret this book; applying indeed much watch
fulness and skill ir. that space of time lo bring the book to an end, and set it forth for them 
also who in the land of their sojourning are desirous to learn, fashioning their manners 
beforehand, so as to live according to the law. 

The Author's Preface 
I will give thanks unto thee, 0 Lord, 0 King, and will praise thee, God my Saviour. 51 

I do l(ive thanks unto thy name: for thou wast my protector and helper, and didst deliver 
my body out of destruction, and out of the snare of a slanderous tongue, from lips that 

955 



Eccleeiaeticue -8 The Books of Wisdom 
---------------

3 forge lies; and wast my helper before them that stood by; and didst deliver me, accord
ing to the abundance of thy mercy and greatness of thy name, from the gnashings of 
teeth ready to devour, out of the hand of such as sought my life; out of the manifold 
affiictions which I had; from the cho/iing of a fire on every side, and out of the midst 
1f fire which I kindled not; out of the depth of the belly of the grave; and from an 
unclean tongue, and from lying words, the slander of an unrighteous tongue unto the king. 

,., lo1y soul drew near even unto death, and my life was near to the grave beneath. They 
compassed me on every side, and there was none to help me. I was looking for tlie 
succour of men, and it was not. And I remembered thy mercy, 0 Lord, and thy worh
ing which hath been from everlasting, how thou deliverest them that wait /or thee, and 
saves! them out of the hand of the enemies. And I lifted up my supplication from the 
earth, and prayed for deliverance from death. 

IO I called upon the Lord, 
The Father of my Lord, 

That he "uJould not forsake me in the days of affliction; 
In the time when there was no help against the proud: 

I will praise thy name continually, 
And will sing praise with thanll>giving. 

And my supplication was heard: for thou savedst me from destruction, and deliveredst 
me from the evil time: there/ ore will I give thanks and praise unto thee, and bless the 
name of the Lord. 

13 When I was yet young, or ever I went abroad, I sought wisdom openly in my prayrr. 
Before the temple I asked for her, and I will seek her out even lo the end. From her 
fiower as from the ripening grape my heart delighted in her,; my foot trod in uprightness, 
from my youth I tracked her out. I bowed down mine ear a little, and received her, and 
found for myself much instruction. I profited in her; unto him that giveth me wisdom 
I will give glory. For I purposed to practise her, and I was zealous for that which is 

19 good; and I shall never be put to shame. My soul hath wrestled in her, and in my 
doing I was exact; I spread forth my hands to the heaven above, and bewailed my 
ignorances of her; I set my soul aright unto her: and in pureness I found her. I gal 
me a heart joined with her from the beginning; therefore shall I not be forsaken. My 
inward part also was troubled to seek her; therefore have I gotten a good possession. 
The Lord gave me a tongue for my reward; and I will praise him therewith. 

2 3 Draw near unto me, ye unlearned, and lodge in the house of instruction. Say, 
wherefore are ye lacking in these things, and your souls are very thirsty? I opened 
my mouth and spake, Get her for yourselves without money; put your neck undu 
the yoke, and let your soul receive instruction: she is hard at hand to find. Behold with 
your eyes, how that I laboured but a little, and found for myself much rest. Get you 
instruction with a great sum of silver, and gain much gold by her. May your soul 

3o rejoice in his mercy, and may ye not be put to shame in praising him. Work your work 
before the time cometh, and in his time he will give you your reward. 

J. 

BOOK I 

Wisdom and the Fear of the Lord. - A Sonnet 
All wisdom cometh from the Lord, 
And is with him for ever. 

The sand of the seas, 
And the drops of rain, 

And the days of eternity, who shall number? 
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The height of the heaven, 
And the breadth of the earth, and Lhe deep, 

And wisdom, who shall search them out? 
Wisdom hath been created before all things, 

Ecolesiasticus 

And the understanding of prudence from everlasting. 

To "·horn hath the root of wisdom been revealed? 
And who hath known her shrewd counsels? 

There is one wise, 
Greatlv to he feared, 

The Lord sitting upon his throne: 
He created her, 

And saw, and numbered her, 
And poured her out upon all his works. 

She is with all flesh according to his gift; 
And he gaYC her freely to them that love him. 

The fear of the Lord 
J; glory and exultation, 
And gladness, and a crown of rejoicing. 

The f<>ar of the Lord 
Shall delight the heart, 
,\nd shall give gladness, and joy, and length of days. 

Whoso fcareth the Lord, 
It shall go well with him at the last, 
And in the <lay of his death he shall be blessed. 

To fear the Lord 
Is the beginning of wisdom; 
And it was created together with the faithful in the womb. 
With men she laid an eternal foundation; 
And with their seed shall she be had in trust. 

To fear the Lord 
Is the fulness of wisdom; 
And she satiateth men with her fruits. 
She shall Ii II all her house with desirable things, 
And her garners with her produce. 

The fear of the Lord 
Is the crown of wisdom, 
Making peace and perfect health to flourish. 

He both saw and numbered her; 
He rained down skill and knowledge of understanding, 
And exalted the honour of them that hold her fast. 

To fear the Lord 
Is the root of wisdom; 
And her branches are length of days. 
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Four Maxims 
Unjust wrath can never be justified; 
For the sway of his wrath is his downfall. 

A man that is long suffering will bear for a season, and afterward gladness shall 
spring up unto him; he will hide his words for a season, and the lips of many shall tell 
forth his understanding. * 

25 A parable of knowled1:e is in the treasures of wisdom; 
But godliness is an abomination to a sinner. 

If thou desire wisdom, keep the commandments, and the Lord shall give her unto 
thee freely; for the fear of the Lord is wisdom and instruction, and in faith and meek. 
ness is his good pleasure. * 

28 Disobey not the fear of the Lord; 
And come not unto him with a double heart. 

Be not a hypocrite in the mouths of men; and take good heed to thy lips. Exalt 
not thyself, lest thou fall, and bring dishonour upon thy soul; and so the Lord shall 
reveal thy secrets, and shall cast thee down in the midst of the congregation; because 
thou earnest not unto the fear of the Lord, and thy heart was full of deceit. 

* 2 My son, if thou comest to serve the Lord, 
Prepare thy soul for temptation. 

7 

It. 

Set thy heart aright, and constantly endure, and make not haste in time of 
calamity. Cleave unlo him, and depart not, that thou mayest be increased at thy 
latter end. Accept whatsoever is brought upon thee, and be longsuffering when thou 
passest into humiliation. For gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men in the fur
nace of humiliation. Put thy trust in him, and he will help thee: order thy ways 
aright, and set thy hope on him. 

True and False Fear. - A Sonnet 
Ye that fear the Lord; 

Wait for his mercy; 
And turn not aside, lest ye fall. 

Ye that fear the Lord, 
Put your trust in him; 
And your reward shall not fail. 

Ye that fear the Lord, 
Hope for goCld things, 
And for eternal gladness and mercy. 

Look at the generations of old, and see, 
Who did ever put his trust in the Lord, and was ashamed r 
Or who did abide in his fear, and was forsaken? 
Or who did call upon him, and he despised him? 

For the Lord is full of compassion, 
And mercy; 
And he forgiveth sins, 
And saveth in time of affliction. 
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'Voe unto fearful hearts, 
And to faint hands, 
And to the sinner that goeth two ways! 

Woe unto the faint heart! 
For it believeth not, 
Therefore shall it not be defended. 

Woe unto you 
That ha \"e lost your patience ! 

Eooleatastlcu• 

And what will ye do when the Lord shall visit you? 

They that fear the Lord 
Will not disobey his words; 
And they that love him will keep his ways. 

They that ·fear the Lord 
Will seek his good pleasure; 
And thev that love him shall be filled with the law. 

They that ·fear the Lord 
Will prepare their hearts, 
And will humble their souls in his sight: -

"We will fall into the hands of the Lord, 
And not into the hands of men: 
For as his majesty is, 
So also is his mercy." 

Honour to Parents. - An Essay 

15 

IB 

Hear me, your fatl·er, 0 my child en, and do thereafter, that ye may be saved. 3 
For the Lord hath given the father glory as touching the children, and hath confirmed 
the judgement of the rr.other as touching the sons. He that honoureth his father shall 
make atonement for sins; and he that giveth glory to his mother is as one that la ye th 
up treasure. \\'hoso honoureth his father shall have joy of his children; and in the 
day of his prayer he shall be heard. He that giveth glory to his father shall have length 
of <lays; an<l he that hearkeneth unto the Lord shall bring rest unto his mother, and 
will do service under his parents, as unto masters. In deed and word honour thy 
father, that a blessing may come upon thee from him; for the blessing of the father 
establisheth the houses of children, but the curse of the mother rooteth out the foun
dations. Glof}· not thyself in the dishonour of thy father; for thy father's dishonour 
in no glory unto thee. For the glory of a man is from the honour of his father; and a 
mother in dishonour is a reproach to her children. 

'lly s•m, help thy father in his old age; and grieve him not as long as he liveth. ,. 
And if he fail in understanding, have patience with him; and dishonour him not while 
thou art in thy full strength. For the relieving of thy father shall not be forgotten; 
and instead of sins it shall be added to buil<l thee up. In the day of thine affliction 
it shall rem em her thee; as fair weather upon ice, so shall thy sins also melt away. 
He that forsaketh his father is as a blasphemer; and he that provoketh his mothe.r 
is cursed of the Lord. 

On Meekness. - An Essay 
My son, go on with thy business in meekness; so shalt thou be beloved of an ac- 17 

ceptable man. The greater thou art, humble thyself the more, and thou shalt find 
favour before the Lord: for great is the potency of the Lord, and he is glorified of 
them that are lowly. Seek not things that are too hard for thee, and search not out 
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"2 things that are above thy strength. The things that have been commanded thee 
think thereupon; for thou hasl no need of the things that are secret. Be not aye; 
busy in thy superfluous works; for more things are shewed unto thee than men can 
understand. For the conceit of many hath led them astray; and evil surmising hath 
caused their judgement to slip. A stubborn heart shall fare ill at the last; and he 

27 that loveth danger shall perish therein. A stubborn heart shall be laden with troubles· 
and the sinner shall heap sin upon sin. The calamity of the proud is no healing'. 
for a plant of wickedness hath taken root in him. ' 

Proverbs 
29 The heart of the prudent will understand a parable; 

And the ear of a listener is the desire of a wise man. 

31 

Water will quench a flaming fire; 
And almsgiving will make atonement for sins. 

He that requiteth good turns is mindful of that which cometh afterward; 
And in the time of his falling he shall find a support. 

Consideration for High and Low.- An Essay 
4 My son, deprive not the poor of his living, and make not the needy eyes to wait 

long. Make not a hungry soul sorrowful; neither provoke a man in his distress. 
To a heart that is provoked add not more trouble; and defer not to give to him that 
is in need. Reject not a suppliant in his aflliction; and turn not away thy face from a 
poor man. Turn not away thine eye from one that asketh of thee, and give none oc
casion to a man to curse thee; for if he curse thee, in the bitterness of his soul, he that 

7 made him will hear his supplication. Get thyself the love of the congregation, and 
to a great man bow thy head. Incline thine ear to a poor man, and answer him with 
peaceable words in meekness. Deliver him that is wronged from the hand of him 
that wrongeth him; and be not fainthearted in giving judgement. Be as a father 
unto the fatherless, and instead of a husband unto their mother: so shalt thou be 
as a son of the Most High, and he shall love thee more than thy mother doth. 

Wisdom's Way with her Children. - An Essay 
II Wisdom exalteth her sons, and taketh hold of them that seek her. He that loveth 

her loveth life; and they that seek to her early shall be filled with gladness. He that 
holdeth her fast shall inheri.t glory; and where he entereth, the Lord will bless. They 
that do her service shall minister to the Holy One; and them that love her the Lord 
doth love. He that g1veth ear unto her shall judge the nations; and he that giveth 
heed unto her shall dwell securely. If he trust her, he shall inherit her; and his 

, 7 generations shall have her in possession. For at the first she will walk with him in 
crooked ways, and will bring fear and dread upon him, and torment him with her 
disciplinz, until she may trust his soul, and try him by her judgements: then will she 
return again the straight way unto him, and will gladden him, and reveal to him her 
secrets. If he go astray, she will forsake him, and give him over to his fall. 

True and False Shame. - An Essay 
20 Observe the opportunity, and beware of evil; and be not ashamed concerning thy 

soul. For there is a shame that bringeth sin ; and there is a shame that is glory 
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and grace. Accept not the person of any against thy soul; and reverence no man 22 

unto thy falling. Refrain not speech when it tendeth to safety, and hide not thy 
wisdom for the sake of fair-seeming; for by speech wisdom shall be known, and 
instruction by the word of the tongue. Speak not against the truth; and be abashed 
for thine ignorance. Be not ashamed to make confession of thy sins; and force not 
the current of the ri\·cr. Lay not thyself down for a fool to tread upon; and 27 

accept not the person of one that is mighty. Strive for the truth unto death, and the 
Lord God shall fight for thee. 

Miscellaneous Sayings 
Be not hasty in thy tongue, 
And in thy deeds slack and remiss. 

Be not as a lion in thy house, 
Nor fanciful among thy servants. 

Let not thine hand be stretched out to receive, 
And closed when thou shouldc5t repay. 

Set not thy heart upon thy goods; 
And say not, They are suflicient for me. 

Follow not thine own mind and thy strength, 
To walk in the desires of thy heart; 

And say not, \\"ho shall haYe dominion over me? 
For the Lord will surely take vengeance on thee. 

A Maxim 

29 

5 

Say not, "I sinned, and what happened unto me? 4 
For the Lord is longsuffering." 

Concerning atonement, be not without fear, to add sin upon sins; and say not, 
"His compassion i,; great, he will be pacified for the multitude of my sins:" for mercy 
and wrath are with him, and his indignation will rest upon sinners. Make no tarrying 
to lurn to the Lord, and put not off from day to day; for suddenly shall the wrath of 
the Lord come forth, and thou shalt perish in the time of vengeance. Set not thine 
heart upon unrighteous gains; for thou shalt profit.nothing in the day of calamity. 

JQ 

Government of the Tongue 
A Proverb Cluslrr 

Winnow not with every wind, 
And walk not in every path: 

Thus doeth the sinner that hath a double tongue. 

* Be stedfast in thy understanding; 
And let thy word be one. 

* B~ swift to hear; 
And with patience make thine answer. 
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12 If thou hast understanding, answer thy neighbour; 
And if not, let thy hand be upon thy mouth. 

14 

6 

* Glory and dishonour is in talk : 
And the tongue of a man is his fall. 

* Be not called a whisperer; 
And lie not in wait with thy tongue: 

For upon the thief there is shame, 
And an evil condemnation upon him that hath a double tongue. 

* In a great mallcr and in a small be not ignorant; 
And instead of a friend become nol an enemy; 

For an evil name shall inherit shame and reproach: 
Even so shall lhe sinner that hath a double tongue. 

Self Will.- A Maxim 
2 Exalt not thyself in the counsel of thy soul; 

That thy soul be not to.rn in pieces as a bull. 
Thou shalt eat up thy leaves, and destroy thy fruits, and leave thyself as a dry 

tree. A wicked soul shall destroy him that hath gotten it, and shall make him a 
laughingstock lo his enemies. 

Friendship. - An Essay 
s Sweet words will multiply a man's friends; and a fair-speaking tongue will mul-

tiply cou_rtesies. Let those that are at peace wilh thee be many; but thy counsellors 
one of a thousand. If thou wouldest get thee a friend, get him by proving, and be not 
in haste to trust him. For there is a friend that is so for his own occasion, and he will 
not continue in the day of thy affliction. And there is a friend that lurneth to enmity; 

10 and he will discover strife lo thy reproach, And there is a friend that is a companion 
at the table, and he will not continue in the day of thy affliction; and in thy prosperily 
he will be as thyself, and will be bold over thy servants; if thou shalt be brought low, 
he will be against thee, and will hide himself from thy face. Separate thyself from 
thine enemies; and beware of thy friends. A faithful friend is a strong defence; 
and he that hath found him hath found a treasure. There is nothing that can be taken 

16 in exchange for a faithful friend; and his excellency is beyond price. A faithful friend 
is a medicine of life; and they that fear the Lord shall find him. He that feareth 
the Lord directeth his friendship aright; for as he is, so is his neighbour also. 

The Pursuit of Wisdom. - An Essay 
18 My son, gather instruction from Lhy youth up: and even unto hoar hairs thou shalt 

find wisdom. Come unto her as one that plowcth and soweth, and wait for her good 
fruits; for thy toil shall be little in the tillage of her, and thou shalt cat of her fruits 
right soon. How exceeding harsh is she to the unlearned! And he that is without 
understanding will not abide in her; as a mighty stone of trial shall she rest upon him, 
and he will not delay to cast her from him. For wisdom is according to her name; 
and she is not manifest unto many. 

23 Give ear, my son, and accept my judgement, and refuse not my counsel, and bring 
thy feet into her fetters, and thy neck into her chain. Put thy shoulder under her, and 
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hear her, and be nol griewd with her bonds. Come unto her with all thy soul, and 
hep her \\'ays with thy \\'hole power. Search and seek, and she shall be made known 
unto thee; and when thou hasl got hold of her, let her nol go. For al the last thou 28 
shalt find her rest; and she shall be turned for thee into gladness. And her fetters 
shall be hi thee for a co\'cring of strength, and her chains for a robe of glory: for 
there is a golden ornament upon her, and her bands are a riband of blue; thou shalt 
put her on as a robe of glory, and shalt array thee with her as a crown of rejoicing. 

J\Iy son, if thou wilt, thou shalt be instructed; and if thou wilt yield thy soul, thou 32 
shalt be prudent. If thou lo\·e to hear, thou shalt recei\'c; and if thou incline thine 
ear, thou shalt be wise. Stand thou in the multitude of the ciders; and whoso is \\'i'<t', 
clcaYe the.: unto him. Be willing to listen to every godly discourse; and let not the 
prowrbs of understanding cscaµc thee. If thou secs! a man of understanding, get 
thee betimes unto him, and let thy foot wear out the steps of his doors. Let thy mind 37 
d\\'ell upon the ordinances of the Lord, and meditate continually in his command
ments; he shall establish thine heart, and thy desire of wisdom shall be given unto 
thee. 

Sowing and Reaping. - An Epigram 
Do no evil, 
So shall no e\·il overtake thee. 
Depart from wrong, 
And it shall tum aside from thee. 

My son, sow not upon the furrows of unrighteousness, 
And thou shalt not reap them sevenfold. 

A Maxim 

7 

Seek not of the Lord preeminrncc, 4 
Neither of the king the seat of honour. 

Justify not thyself in the presence of the Lord; and display not thy wisdom before 
the king. Seek not to be a judge, lest thou be not able to take away iniquities; lest 
haply thou fear the person of a mighty man, and lay a stumblingblock in the way 
of thy uprightness. 

Proverbs 
Sin not against the multitude of the city, 
And cast not thyself down in the crowd. 

Bind not up sin twice; 
For in one sin thou shalt "not be unpunished. 

Say not, He will look upon the multitude of my gifts, 
And when I offer to the l\lost High God, he will accept it. 

Be not fainthearted in thy prayer; 
And neglect not to give alms. 

Laugh not a man to scorn when he is in the bitterness of his soul; 
For there is one who humbleth and exalteth. 

Devise not a lie against thy brother; 
Neither do the like to a friend. 
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13 Love not to make any manner of lie; 
For the custom thereof is not for good. 

16 

Prate not in the multitude of elders; 
And repeat not thy words in thy prayer. 

Hate not laborious work; 
Neither husbandry, which the Most High hath ordained. 

Number not thyself among the multitude of sinners: 
Remember that wrath will not tarry. 

Humble thy soul greatly; 
For the punishment of the ungodly man is fire and the worm. 

Change not a friend for a thing indifferent; 
Neither a true brother for the gold of Ophir. 

Household Precepts. - An Essay 
19 Forgo not a wise and good wife; for her grace is above gold. Entreat not evil 

a servant that worketh truly, nor a hireling that giveth thee his life. Let thy soul love 
a wise servant; defraud him not of liberty. Hast thou cattle? have an eye to them; 
and if they arc pror1tablc to thee, let them stay by thee. Hast thou children? correct 
them, and bow down their neck from their youth. Hast thou daughters? give heed 

25 to their body, and make not thy face cheerful toward them. Give thy daughter in 
marriage, and thou shalt have accomplished a great mattef; and give her to a man 
of understariding. Hast thou a wife after thy mind? cast her not out; but trust not 
thyself to one that is hateful. Give glory to thy father with thy whole heart, and 
forget not the pangs of thy mother; remember that of them thou wast born, and 

29 what wilt thou recompense them for the things that they have done for tbee? Fear 
the Lord with all thy soul, and reverence his priests; with all thy strength love him that 
made thee, and forsake not his ministers. Fear the Lord and glorify the priest, and 
give him his portion even as it is commanded thee: the firstfruits, and the trespass 
offering, an<l the gift of the shoulders, and the sacrifice of sanctification, and the 

32 firstfruits of holy things. Also to the poor man stretch out thy hand, that thy blessing 
may be perfected. A gift hath grace in the sight of every man living; and for a dead 
man keep not back grace. Be not wanting to them that weep, and mourn with them 
that mourn. Be not slow to visit a sick man, for by such things thou shalt gain love. 
In all thy matters remember thy last end, and thou shalt never do amiss. 

Essay: Adaptation of Behaviour to Various Sorts of Men 
8 Contend not with a mighty man, lest haply thou fall into his hands. StriYe not 

with a rich man, lest haply he overwcigh thee; for gold hath destroyed many, and 
turned aside the hearts of kings. Contend not with a man that is full of tongue, and heap 
not wood upon his fire. Jest not with a rude man, lest thine ancestors be dishonoured. 
Reproach not a man when he turncth from sin; remember that we are all worthy of 

6 punishment. Dishonour not a man in his old age; for some of us also are waxing old. 
Rejoice not over one that is dead; remember that we die all. Neglect not the dis
course of the wise, and be conversant with their proverbs; for of them thou shalt learn 
instruction, and how to minister to great men. Miss not the discourse of the aged 
(for they also learned of their fathers); because from them thou shalt learn understand-
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ing, and to give answer in time of need. Kindle not the coals of a sinner, lest thou be IO 

burned with the flame of his fire. Rise not up from the presence of an insolent man, 
lest he lie in wait as an ambush for thy mouth. Lend not to a man that is mightier 
than thyself; and if thou lend, be as one that hath lost. Be not surety above thy 
power; and if thou be surety, take thought as one that will have to pay. Go not to 14 
law "·ith a judge; for according to his honour will they give judgement for him. Go 
not in the way with a rash man, lest he be aggrieved with thee; for he will do according 
to his own will, and thou shalt perish with his folly. Fight not with a wrathful man, 
and trawl nco with him through the desert; for blood is as nothing in his sight, and 
where is there no help he will overthrow thee. Take not counsel with a fool; for he 17 
will not be able to conceal the matter. Do no secret thing before a stranger; for thou 
knowest not what he will bring forth. Open not thine heart to every man; and let 
him not return thee a favour. 

Be not jealous o'•er the wife of thy bosom, and teach her not an evil lesson against 9 
thyself. Gi,·e not thy soul unto a woman, that she should set her foot upon thy 
strength. Go not to meet a woman that playeth the harlot, lest haply thou fall into 
her snares. Vse not the company of a woman that is a singer, less haply thou be 
caught by her attempts. Gaze not on a maid, lest haply thou be trapped in her pen
alties. Give not thy soul unto harlots, that thou lose not thine inheritance. Look 7 
not round about thee in the streets of the city, neither wander thou in the solitary places 
thereof. Turn away thine eye from a comely woman, and gaze not on another's beauty; 
by the heauty of a woman many have been led astray, and herewith love is kindled as a 
fire. Sit not at all with a woman that hath a husband, and revel not with her at the wine; 
lest haply thy soul turn aside unto her, and with thy spirit thou slide into destruction. 

Forsake not an old friend, for the new is not comparable to him: as new wine IO 

so is a new friend; if it become old, thou shalt drink it with gladness. Envy not the 
glory of a sinner; for thou knowest not what shall be his overthrow. Delight not in 
the delights of the ungodly; remember they shall not go unpunished unto the grave. 
Keep thee far from the man that hath power to kill, and thou shalt have no suspicion 
of the fear of death. And if thou come unto him, commit no fault lest he take away 
thy life; know surely that thou goes! about in the midst of snares, and walkest upon 
the battlements of a city. As well as thou canst, guess at thy neighbours; and take q 
counsel with the wise. Let thy converse be with men of understanding; and let all 
thy discourse be in the law of the l\fost High. Let just men be the companions of 
thy board; and let thy glorifying be in the fear of the Lord. 

Wisdom and Government. - An Essay 
For the hand of the artificers a work shall be commended: and he that ruleth 17 

the people shall be counted wise for his speech. A man full of tongue is dangerous 
in his city; and he that is headlong in his speech shall be hated. A wise judge will l.O 
instruct his peopl~; and the government of a man of understanding shall be well 
o:dered. As is the judge of his people, so are his ministers; and as is the ruler of ~'.1e 
city, such are all they that dwell therein. An uninstructed king will destroy his people; 
and a city will be established through the understanding of the powerful. In the 
hand of the Lord is the authority of the earth; and in due Lime he will raise up over 
it one that is profitable. In the hand of the Lord is the prosperity of a man; and 5 
upon the person of the scribe shall he lay his honour. 

Pride and True Greatness. - An Essay 
Be not wroth with thy neighbour for every wrong; and do nothing by works of 6 

violence. Pride is hateful before the Lord and before men; and in the judgement of 
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8 both will unrighteourness err. Sovereignty is transferred from nation to nation be
cause of iniquities, and deeds of violence, and greed of money. Why is earth and 
ashes proud because in his life he hath cast away his bowels? It is a Jong disease;. 
the physician mocketh: and he is a king to-day, and lo-morrow he shall die. For when 
a noan is dead, he shall inherit creeping things, and beasts, and worms. It is the 
beginning of pride when a man departeth from the Lord; and his heart is departed 

13 from him Lhat made him. For the beginning of pride is sin; and he that keepeth 
il will pour forth abomination. For this cause the Lord brought upon them strange 
calamities, and overthrew them utterly. The Lord cast down the thrones of rulers, 
and set the meek in their stead. The Lord plucked up the roots of nalions, and 
planted the lowly in their slead. The Lord owrthrew the lands of nations, and 
destroyed them unto the foundations of the earth. He took some of them away, 
and destroyed them, ;ind made their memorial to cease from the earth. 

18 Pride hath not been created for men, nor wrathful anger for the offspring of 
women. 

\Vhat manner of seed hath honour? 
The seed of man. 

V.'hat manner of seed hath honour? 
They that fear the Lord. 

What manner of ccecl hath no honour? 
The seed of man. 

\\Thal manner of seed hath no honour? 
They that transgress the commandmcnls. 

20 In the midst of brethren he that ruleth them hath honour; and in the eyes of the 
Lord they that fear him. The rich man and the honourable, and the poor, their 
glorying is the fear of the Lord. It is not right to dishonour a poor man that hath 
understanding; and it is not fitting to glorify a man that is a sinner. The great man, 
and the judge, and the mighty man, shall be glorilicd: and there is not one of them 
greater than he that feareth the Lord. Free men shall minister unto a wise seTVant; 
and a man that hath knowledge will not murmur thereat. 

26 Be not oYer wise in doing thy work. And glorify not thyself in the time of thy 
distress: better is he Lhat labourcth, and ;iboundeth in all things, than he that glo
rifieth himself.and lacketh bread. My son, glorify thy soul in meekness, and giw it 
honour according to the worthiness thereof. Who will justify him that sinnelh 
againsl his own soul? and who will glorify him that dishonoureth his own life? A 
poor man is glorified for his knowledge, and a rich man is glorified for his riches; 
but he that is glorified in pol'rrty, how much more in riches? and he that is inglorious 

11 in riches, how much more in poverty? The wisdom of the lowly shall lift up his head, 
and make him to sil in the midsl of great men. Commend not a man for his beauty, 
and abhor not a man for his outward appearance: the bee is little among such as fly, 
and her fruit is the chief of sweetmeats. Glory not in the putting on of raiment, and 
exalt not thyself in the day of honour. For the works of the Lord arc "·ondcrful, 

5 and his works arc hidden among men: many kings ha Ye sat down upon tl1c p:rnund, 
and one that was neYcr thought of hath worn a diadem; many mighty men lrn\·e 
been greatly disgraced, and men of renown have been delivered into other men's 
hands. 

On Meddlesomeness 
A If! isdom Cluster 

7 Blame not before thou hast examined: understand first, and then rebuke. An-
swer not before thou hast heard; and in tcrrupt not in the midst of speech. 
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Strive not in a m?tter that concerneth thee not; 
And where sirrners judge, sit not thou with them. 

* 

Ecoleaiaaticua 

Jify son, be 1101 busy about many matters: for if thou meddle much, thou shalt not 10 

be unpunished; and if thou pursue, thou shalt not overtake; and thou shalt not es
cape by fleeing. 

Essay: Prosperity and Adversity are from the Lord 
There is one that toilcth, and laboureth, and maketh haste, and is so much the II 

more behind. There is one that is sluggish, and hath need of help, lacking in strength, 
and that aboundeth in po,·erty; and the eyes of the Lord looked upon him for good, 
and he set him up from his low estate, and lifted up his head; and many marvelled at 
him. Good things an<l e\'il, life and death, poverty and riches, are from the Lord. 
The gift of the Lord remaineth with the godly, and his good pleasure shall prosper 17 
[or cwr. There is that waxeth rich by his wariness and pinching, and this is the 
portion of his reward: when he saith, I have found rest, and now will I eat of my goods 
- yet he knoweth not what time shall pass, and he shall leave them to others, and 
die. Be stediast in thy cownant, and he conwrsant therein, and wax old in thy work. 
;\[ar\'el not at the works of a sinner, but trnst the Lord, and abide in thy labour; for 21 

it is an easy thing in the sight of the Lord swiftly on the sudden to make a poor man 
rich. The blessing of the Lord is in the reward of the godly; and in an hour that 
cometh swiftly he maketh his blessing to flourish. Say not, What use is there of me? 
An<l what from henceforth shall my good thing!! be? Say not, I ha vc sufficient, and 
from henceforth what harm shall happen unto me? In the day of good things there 2s 
is a forgetfulness of evil things; and in the day of evil things a man will not remem her 
things that are good. For it is an easy thing in the sight of the Lord to reward a man 
in the day of death according to his ways. The affliction of an hour causcth forget
fulness. of delight; and in the last end of a man is the revelation of his deeds. Call 28 
no man blessed before his death; and a man shall be known in his children. 

Choice of Company.- An Essay 
Bring not every man into thine house; for many arc the plots of the deceitful man. 29 

As a decoy partridge in a cage, so is the heart of a proud man; and as one that is a 
spy, he lookcth upon thy falling. For he lieth in wait to tum things that are good into 
evil; anrl in things that are praiseworthy he will lay blame. From a spark of fire a 
heap of many coals is kindled; and a sinful man lieth in wait for blood. Take heed 
of an eYil-docr, for he contriveth wicked things; lest haply he bring upon thee blame 
for ~'·er. Receive a stranger into thine house, and he will distract thee with brawls, 
and estrange thee from thine own. 

If thou do good, know to whom thou doest it; and thy good deeds shall have thanks. 12 
Do good to a godly man, and thou shalt find a recompence; and if not from him, yet 
from the J\!ost High. There shall no good come to him that continueth to do evil, 
nor to him that giveth no alms. Give to the godly man, and help not the sinner. 
Do g~od to one that is lowly, and give not to an ungodly man; keep back his bread, 
and give it not to him, lest he overmaster thee thereby; for thou shalt receive twice as 
much evil for all the good thou shalt have done unto him. For the Most High also 
hateth sinners, and will repay vengear>ce unto the ungodly. Give to the good man, 
and help not the sinner. 

. A m_an's friend will not be fully tried in prosperity; and his enemy will not be B 
hidden m adversity. In a man's prosperity his enemies arc grieved; and in his ad
·1ecsity even his friend will be separated from him. Never trust thine enemy, for like 
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as the brass rusteth, so is his wickedness: though he humble himself, and go crouching 
yet take good heed, and beware of him, and thou shalt be unto him as one that hat!~ 

12 wiped a mirror, and thou shalt know that he hath not utterly rusted it. _Set him not by 
thee, lest he overthrow thee and stand in thy place; let him not sit on thy right hand, 
lest he seek to take thy seat, and at the last thou acknowledge my words, and be pricked 
with my sayings. Who will pity a charn1cr that is bitten with a serpent? or any that 
come nigh wild beasts? Even so who will pity him that goeth to a sinner, and is 

15 mingled with him in his sins? For a while he will abide with thee, and if thou give 
way, he will not hold out. And the enemy will speak sweetly with his lips, ancl in his 
heart take counsel how to overthrow thee into a pit; the enemy will weep with his eyes, 
and if he find opportunity, he will not be satiated with blood. If adversity meet thee, 
thou shalt find him there before thee; and as though he would help thee, he will trip 
up thy heel. He will shake his head, and clap his hands, and whisper much, and 
change his countenance. 

13 He that toucheth pitch shall be defiled; and he that hath fellowship with a proud 
man shall become like unto him. Take not up a burden above thy strength; and have 
no fellowship with one that is mightier and richer than thyself. What fellowship 
shall the earthen pot have with the kettle? this shall smite, and that shall be dashed 
in pieces. The rich man docth ;i, wrong, and he threatcneth withal: the poor is 
wronged, and he shall intreat withal. If thou be profitable, he will make merchandise 
of thee; and if thou be in want, he will forsake thee. If thou have substance, he will 

6 live with thee; and he will make thee bare, and will not be sorry. Hath he had need 
of thee? then he will deceive thee, and smile upon thee, and give thee hope: he will 
speak thee fair, and say, What needest thou? and he will shame thee by his meats, 
until he have made thee bare twice or thrice. And at the last he will laugh thee to 
scorn; afterward will he sec thee, and will forsake thee, and shake his head at thee. 
Beware that thou be not deceived, and brought low in thy mirth. If a mighty man 

ro invite thee, be retiring, and so much the more will he invite thee. Press not upon him, 
lest thou be thrust back; and stand not far off, lest thou be forgotten. Affect 
not to speak with him as an equal, and believe not his many words: for with 
much talk will he try thee, and in a smiling manner will search thee out. He that 
keepeth not to himself words spoken is unmerciful; and he will not spare to hurt and 
to bind. Keep them to thyself, and take earnest heed, for thou walkest in peril of 
thy falling. 

15 Every living creature loveth his like, and •every man loveth his neighbour. All 
flesh consortcth according to kind, and a man will cleave to his like. What fellow
ship shall the wolf ha\"e with the lamb? so is the sinner unto the godly. Whal 
pea·ce is there between the hyena and the clog? and what peace between the rich man 
and the poor? Wild asses are the prey of lions in the wilderness; so poor men are 

20 pasture for the rich. Lowliness is an abomination to a proud man; so a poor man 
is an abomination to the rich. A rich man when he is shaken is held up of his friends; 
but one of low degree being down is thrust away also by his friends. \.\:hen a rich 
man is fallen, there are many helpers; he speaketh things not to be spoken, and men 
justify him: a man of low degree falleth, and men rebuke him withal; he uttereth 

23 wisdom, and no place is allowed him. A rich man speaketh, and all keep silence; 
and what he saith they extol to the clouds: a poor man speaketh, and they say, Who 
is this? and if he stumble, they will help to overthrow him. Riches are good that have 
no sin; and poverty is evil in the mouth of the ungodly. 

as 
Miscellaneous Sayings 

The heart of a man changeth his countenance, 
Whether it be for good or for evil. 
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A cheerful countenance is a token of a heart that is in prosperity; 
And the finding out of parables is a weariness of thinking. 

Blessed is the man that hath not slipped with his mouth, 
And is not pricked with sorrow for sins. 

Blessed is he whose soul doth not condemn him, 
And who is not fallen from his hope. 

Niggardliness. -An Essay 

14 

Riches arc not comely for a niggard; and what should an envious man do with 3 
money, He that gathereth by taking from his own soul gathereth for others; and 
others shall reYCI in his goods. He that is evil to himself, to whom will he be good? 
and he shall not rejoice in his possessions. There is none more eYil than he that envi
cth himself; and this is a rccompence of his wickedness. EYen if he doeth p;ood, he 
doeth it in forgetfulness; and at the last he shcweth forth his wickedness. Evil is he a 
that enYieth with his eye, turning away the face, and despising the souls of men. A 
covetous man's eye is not satisfied with his portion; and wicked injustice drieth up 
his soul. An c\·il eye is grudging of bread, and be is miserly at bis table. 

My son, according as thou bast, do well unto thyself, and bring offerings unto the 
Lord worthily. Remember that death will not tarry, and that the covenant of the 12 

graye is not shewed unto thee. Do well unto thy friend before thou die; and ac
cording to thy ability stretch out thy band and give to him. Defraud not thyself of a 
good day; and let not the portion of a good desire pass thee by. Shalt thou not leave 
thy labours unto another? and thy toils to be divided by lot? Give, and take, and 
beguile thy soul; for there is no seeking of luxury in the grave. All flesh waxetb old 17 
as a garment; for the covenant from the beginning is, Thou shalt die the death. As 
of the leaves flourishing on a thick tree, some it sbeddctb, and some it maketb to grow: 
so also of the generations of flesh and blood, one cometh to an end, and another is 
born. Every work rottetb and falleth away, and the worker thereof shall depart with 
it. 

Essay: The Pursuer of Wisdom and his Reward 
Blessed is the man that shall meditate in wisdom, and that shall discourse by his 20 

understanding. He that consideretb her ways in bis heart shall also have knowl
edge in her secrets. Go forth after her as one that tracketh, and lie in wait in her 
ways; he that" prietb in at her windows shall also hearken at her doors; he that 
lodge th close to her house shall also fasten a nail in her walls. He shall pitch his tent 
nigh at hanrl to her, and shall lodge in a lodging where good things arc. He shall set 
his children und~r her sheller, and shall rest under her branches. By her he shall be 
covered from heat, and shall lodge in her glory. 

He that feareth the Lord will do this: and he that hath possession of the law 15 
<hall ohtain her. And as a mother shall she meet him, and receive him as a wi[e 
married in her Yirp;inity. With bread of understanding shall she feed him, and gi1·c 
him water of wisdom to drink. He shall be stayed upon her, and shall not be moved; 
and shall rely upon her, and shall not be confounded. And she shall exalt him above 
his ne.ighl~ur.s; and in the midst of the congregation shall she open his mouth. He 6 
shall mhent JO)', and a crown of gladness, and an everlasting name. Foolish men 
shall not obtain her; and sinners shall not see her. She is far from pride; and liars 
shall not ~emember her. Praise is not comely in the mouth of a sinner; for it was 
not sent htm from the Lord. For praise shall be spoken in wisdom, and the Lord will 
prosper it. 
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On Free Will. -An Essay 
II Say not thou, It is through the Lord that I fell away; for thou shalt not do the 

things that he hateth. Say not thou, It is he that caused me to err; for he halh no 
need of a sinful man. The Lord hateth every abomination; and they that fear him 
love it not. He himself made man from the beginning, and left him in the hand of his 
own counsel. If thou wilt, thou shalt keep the commandments; and to perform faith
fulness is of thine own good pleasure. He hath set fire and water before thee: thou 

i7 shalt stretch forth thy hand unto whichsoever thou wilt. Before man is life and death; 
and whichsoever he liketh, it shall be given him. For great is the wisdom of the Lord: 
he is mighty in power, and beholdeth all things; and his eyes are upon them that fear 
him; and he will take knowledge of every work of man. He hath not commanded 
any man to be ungodly; and he hath not given any man license to sin. 

No Safety for Sinners. - An Essay 
16 Desire not a multitude of unprofitable children, neither delight in ungodly sons. 

If they multiply, delight not in them, except the fear of the Lord be with them. Trust 
not thou in their life, neither rely on their condition: for one is better than a thousanrl, 
and to die childless than to have ungodly children. For from one that hath under
standing shall a city be peopled; but a race of wicked men shall be made desolate. 

5 l\fany such things have I seen with mine eyes; and mine ear hath heard mightier 
things than these. In the congregation of sinners shall a fire be kindled; and in a 
disobedient nation wrath is kindled. He was not pacified toward the giants of ol<l 
time, who revolted in their strength; he spared not those with whom Lot sojourned, 
whom he abhorred for their pride; he pitied not the people of perdition, who were 

10 taken away in their sins; and in like manner the six hundred thousand footmen, who 
were gathered together in the hardness of their hearts. Even if there be one stiff
necked person, it is marvel if he shall be unpunished: for mercy and wrath are with 
him; he is mighty to forgive, and he poureth out wrath; as his mercy is great, so is 
his correction also; he judgeth a man according to his works. The sinner shall not 
escape with his plunder; and the patience of the godly shall not be frustrate. He will 
make room for every work of mercy; each man shall find according to his works. 

17 Say not thou," I shall be hidden from the Lord; and who shall remember me from 
on high? I shall not be known among so many people; for what is my soul in a 
boundless creation?" Behold, the heaven, and the heaven of heaven•, the deep, and 
the earth, shall be moved when he shall visit; the mountains and the foundations of the 
earth together are shaken with trembling when he looketh upon them. And no heart 

21 shall think upon these things: and who shall conceive his ways? And there is a tem
pest which no man shall see; yea, the more part of his works are hirl.-"\\'ho shall 
declare the works of his righteousness? or who shall endure them? for his covenanl 
is afar off." - He that is wanting in understanding thinketh upon these things; and 
an unwise and erring man thinketh follies. 

Essay: God's Work of Creation and Restoration 
24 My son, hearken unto me, and learn knowledge, and give heed to my words with 

thy heart. I will shew forth instruction by weight, and declare knowledge exactly. 
Jn the judgement of the Lord are his works from the beginning; and from the 

making of them he disposed the parts thereof. 
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He garnished his \,·orks for ever, 'Z/ 
And the beginnings of them unto their generations; 

Thev ndther hunger, nor arc weary, 
A~d thev cease not from their works. 

No one thrusteth aside his neighbour; 
And they shall never disobey his word. 

After this also the Lord looked upon the earth, and filled it with his blessings. All 
manner of living things covered the face thereof; and into it is their return. 

The Lord created man of the earth, and turned him back unto it again. He gave l.7 
them days by number, and a set time, and gave them authority over the things th:lt 
<He thereon. Ile endued them with strength proper to them; and made them ac
cording to his own image. He put the fear of man upon all flesh, and gave him to 
ha,-c dominion m·er beasts and fowls. Counsel, and tongue, and eyes, ears, and 
heart, gave he them to understand withal. He filled them with the knowledge of 
wisdom, and shewed them good and evil. 

He set his eye upon their hearts, 
To shew them the majesty of his works; 

And they shall praise the name of his holiness, 
That they mav ckclare the majesty of his works. 

He added unto them knowledge, 
And gave them a law of life for a heritage. 

8 

He made an everlasting covenant with them, and shewed them his judgements. Their 12 

eyes saw the majesty of his glory; and their ear heard the glory of his voice. And 
he said unto them, Beware of all unrighteousness; and he gave them commandment, 
each man concerning his neighbour. Their ways are ever before him; they shall 
not be hid from his eyes. 

For every nation he appointed a ruler; 17 
And Israel is the Lord's portion. 

All their works are as the sun before him; 
And his eyes are continually upon their ways. 

Their iniquities are not hid from him; 
And all their sins arc before the Lord. 

With him the alms of a man is as a signet; 22 

And he will keep the bounty of a man as the apple of the eye. 

Afterwards he will rise up and recompense them, and render their recompence upo{l 
their head. 

Howbeit unto them that repent he granteth a return; and he comforteth them 24 
that are losing patience. Return unto the Lord, and forsake sins; make thy prayer 
before his face, and lessen the offence. Turn again to the Most High, and tum away 
from iniquity; and greatly hale the abominable thing. Who shall giYe praise to the 
:\Inst High in the grave, instead of them which live and return thanks? Thanks- 28 
gi,·ing perisheth from the dead, as from one that is not: he that is in life and health 
shall praise the Lord. How great is the mercy of the Lord, and his forgiveness unto 
them that tum unto him ! For all things cannot be in men, because the son of man 
is not immortal. 

What is brighter than the sun? yet this failcth: 
And an evil man will think on flesh and bloocl. 

31 

He looketh upon the power o[ the height of heaven: 
And all men are earth and ashes. 
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18 He that liveth for ever created all things in common. The Lord alone shall he 

IO 

justified. To none hath he given power to declare his works: and who shall trace 
out his mighty deeds? Who shall number the strength of his majesty? and who shall 
also tell out his mercies? As for the wondrous works of the Lord, it is not possible 
to take from them nor add to them, neither is it possible to track them out: when a 
man hath finished, then he is but at the beginning; and when he ceaseth, then shall 
he be in perplexity. 

Whal is man? 
Anrl whereto serveth he? 

What is his good? 
And what is his evil ? 

The number of man's days at the most arc a hundred years: 
/\s a drop of water from the sea, 
And a pebble fro•n the sand, 

So arc a few years in the day of eternity. 

I'or this cause the Lord was longsuffcring over them, and poured out his mercy upon 
them. Ile saw and perceived their end, that it is evil; therefore he multiplied his 

13 forgiveness. The mercy of a man is upon his neighbour; but the mercy of the Lord 
is upon all flesh: reproving and chastening, and teaching, and bringing again, as a 
shepherd doth his flock. He hath mercy on them that accept chastening, and that 
diligently seek after his judgements. 

15 

On Graciousness 
A Prwerb Cluster 

My son, to thy good deeds add no blemish; 
And no grief of words in any of thy giving. 

* Shall not the clew assuage the scorching beat? 
So is a word better than a gift. 

* Lo, is not a word better than a gift? 
And both are with a gracious man. 

* 18 I A fool will upbraid ungraciously; 
And the gift of an envious man consumeth the eyes. 

On Taking Heed in Time. - An Essay 
, 9 Learn before thou speak; and have a care of thy health or ever thou be sick. 

Before judgement examine thyself; and in the hour of visitation thou shalt find for
giveness. Humble thyself before thou be siCk; and in the time of sins shew repent
ance. Let nothing hinder thee to pay thy vow in due time; and wait not until death 
to be justified. Before thou makcst a vow, prepare thyself; and be not as a man 

24 that temptcth the Lord. Think upon the wrath that shall be in the days of the end, 
and the time of vengeance, when he turneth away his face. In the days of fulness 
remember the time of hunger, and poverty and want in the days of wealth. From 
morning until P,vcning the time changeth; and all things are speedy before the Lord. 
A wise hian will fear in everything; and in days of sinning he will beware of oITence. 
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Proverbs 
Every man of understanding knoweth wisdom; 
And he will give thanks unto him that found her. 

They that were of understanding in sayings 
Became also wise themselves, 
And poured forth apt proverbs. 

Three Temperance Maxims 
Go not after thy lusts; 30 
And refrain thysdf from thine appetites. 

If thou give fully to thy soul the delight of her desire, she will make thee the laugh-
ingstock of thine enemies. * 

}.fake not merry in much luxury; 32 

Neither be tied lo the expe11se thereof. 
Be not made a beggar by banqueting upon borrowing, when thou hast nothing in 

thy purse. A workman that is a drunkard shall not become rich. 19 

* . He tliat despise/It small things 
Shall fall by little and little. 

\\'inc and women will make men of understanrling to fall away: and he that 2 

clea ,·eth to harlots will be the more reckless. ?.Ioths and worms shall have him to 
heritage; and a reckless soul shall be taken away. 

Against Gossip. - An Essay 
He that is hasty to trust is lightminded; and he that sinneth shall offend against 4 

his own soul. He that maketh merry in his heart shall be condemned: and he that 
hateth talk hath the less wickedness. Kever repeat what is told thee, and thou shalt 
fare ne1·er the worse. Whether it be of friend or foe, tell it not; and unless it is a 
sin to thee, reYCal it not: for he hath heard thee, and observed thee, and when the 
time cometh he will hate thee. Hast thou heard a word? let it die with thee: be of 10 

good courage, it will not burst thee. A fool will travail in pain with a word, as a 
woman in la hour with a child. As an arrow that sticketh in the flesh of the thigh, 
so is a word in a fool's belly. Reprove a friend: il may be he did it not, and if he 
did something, Lhat he may do it no more. Reprove thy neighbour: it may be he said 
it not, and if he hath said it, that he may not say it again. Reprove a friend, for 
many times there is slander; and trust not every word. There is one that slippeth, 16 
and not from the heart; and who is he that hath not sinned with his tongue? Reprove 
thy neighbour before thou threaten him; and give place to the law of the Most High. 

Wisdom and its Counterfeits. - An Essay 
All wisdom is the fear of the Lord; and in all wisdom is the doing of the law. 20 

And the knowledge of wickedness is not wisdom; and the prudence of sinners is not 
counsel. There is a wickedness and the same is abomination, and there is a fool 
wanting in wisdom: better is one that hath small understanding and fearelh, than 
one that hath much prudence and transgresseth the law. • 
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2 5 There is .an exquisite subtilty, and the same is unjust; and there is one that per-
vcrteth favour to gain a judgement. There is one that doeth wickedly, that hangelh 
down his head with mourning; but inwardly he is full of deceit, bowing down his 
face, and making as if he were deaf of one ear: where he is not known, he will be 

28 beforehand with thee. And if for want of power he be hindered from sinning, if 
he find opportunity, he will do mischief. A man shall be known by his look, and 
one that hath understanding shall be known by his face, when thou meetest him; a 
man's attire, and grinning l:i.ughter, and gait, shew what he is. 

20 There is a reproof that is not comely: and there is a man that keepeth silence, 
and he is wise. How good is it to reprove, rather than to be wroth; and he that 
;ooaketh confession shall be kept back from hurt. As is the lust of ~-"- eunuch to 
deflower a virgin; so is he that cxecuteth judgements with violence. 

5 There is one that keepeth silence, and is found wise; and there is one that is 
hated for his much talk. There is one that keepeth silence, for he hath no answer 
to make; and there is that keepeth silence, as knowing his time. A wise man will 
be silent till his time come; but the braggart and fool will overpass his lime. He that 
useth many words shall be abhorred; and he that taketh to himself authority therein 
shall he hated. 

9 There is a prosperity that a man lindeth in misfortunes; and there is a gain that 
turneth to loss. There is a gift that shall not profit thee; and there is a gift whose 
recompence is double. There is an abasement because of glory; and there is that 
hath lifted up his head from a low estate. There is that buyeth much for a little, and 
payeth for it again sevenfold. 

13 He that is wise in words shall make himself beloved; but the pleasantries of fools 
shall be wasted. 

Miscellaneous Sayings 
14 The gift of a fool shall not profit thee; 

For his eyes are many instead of one. 
He will give little and upbraid much, and he will open his mouth like a crier; 

to-day he will lend, and to-morrow he will ask it again: such an one is a hateful man. 

16 The fool will say, I have no friend, 
And I have no thanks for my good deeds; 

They that eat my bread are of evil tongue. 
How oft, and of how many, shall he be laughed to scorn l 

18 A slip on a pavement is better than a slip with the tongue; 
So the fall of the wicked shall come speedily. 

20 

22 

A man without grace is as a tale out of season; 
It will be continually in the, mouth of the ignorant. 

A wise sentence from a fool's mouth will be rejected; 
For he will not speak it in its season. 

There is that is hindered from sinning through want; 
And when he taketh rest, he shall n!)l be troubled. 

There is that destroyeth his soul through bashfulness; 
And by a foolish countenance he will destroy it. 

There is that for bashfulness promiseth to his friend; 
And he maketh him his enemy for nothing. 
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A lie is a fo11l blot in a man: 24 
It will be co11ti1111ally in lhe mouth of the ignorant. 

A thief is better than a man that is continually lying; but they both shall inherit 
destrnction. The disposition of a liar is dishonour; and his shame is with him con
tinually. 

He that is wise in words shall advance himself; 27 
And one that is prudent will please great men. 

He that tilleth his land shall raise his heap high; 
And he that pleaseth great men shall get pardon for iniquity. 

Presents and gifts blind the eyes of the wise, 
And as a muzzle on the mouth turn away reproofs. 

Wisdom that is hid, 
And treasure that is out of sight, 
What profit is in them both? 

Better is a man that hideth his folly 
Than a man that hideth his wisdom. 

Sin and its Judgement 
A Wisdom Cluster 

:My son, hast thou sinned? add no more thereto; 
And make supplication for thy former sins. 

* Flee from sin as from the face of a scrpml: for if thou draw nigh it will bite thee: 
the teeth thereof are the teeth of a lion, slaying the souls of men. 

* All iniquity is as a two-edged sword; 
Its stroke hath no healing. 

* Terror and violence will lay waste riches; 
So the house of a haughty man shall be laid waste. 

* Supplication from a poor man's mouth reacheth to the ears of God, 
And his judgement cometh speedily. 

*" One that hateth reproof is in the path of the sinner; 
And he that feareth the Lord will turn again in his heart. 

* He that is mighty in tongue is known afar off: 
But the man of understanding knoweth when !)e slippeth. 

* He that buildeth his house with other men's money 
Is like one that gathereth himself stones against winter. 
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9 The congregation of wicked men is as tow wrapped together· 
And the end of them is a flame of fire. ' 

II 

13 

IS 

16 

18 

20 

22 

* The way of sinners is made smooth with stones; 
And at the last end thereof is the pit of Hades. 

Wise Men and Fools 
A Wisdom Cluster 

He that keepeth the law becometh master of the intent thereof; 
And the end of the fear of the Lord is wisdom. 

He that is not clever will not be instructed; 
And there is a cleverness which maketh bitterness to abound. 

* The knowledge of a wise man shall be made to abound as a flood; 
And his counsel as a fountain of life. 

The inward parts of a fool are like a broken vessel; 
And he will hold no knowledge. 

* If a man of knowledge hear a wise word, 
He will commend it, and add unto it: 

The dissolute man lieareth it, 
And it displeaseth him, and he putteth it away behind his back. 

* The discourse of a fool is like a burden in the way; 
But grace shall be found on the lips of the wise. 

The mouth of the prudent man shall be sought for in the congregation; 
And they will ponder his words in their heart. 

* As a house that is destroyed, so is wisdom to a fool; 
And the knowledge of an unwise man is as talk without sense. 

* Instruction is as fetters on the feel of an unwise man, 
And as manacles on the right hand. 
(A fool lifteth up his voice with laughter; 
But a clever man will scarce smile quietly.) 

Instruction is to a prudent man as an ornament of gold, 
And as a bracelet upon his right arm. 

* The foot of a fool is soon in another man's house; 
But a man of experience will be ashamed of entering. 

A foolish man peepeth in from the door of another man's house; but a man that 
is instructed will stand without. It is a want of instruction in a man to listen at the 
door; but the prudent man will be grieved with the disgrace. The lips of strangers 
will be grieved at these things; but the words of prudent men will be weighed in the 
balance. * 

The heart of fools is in their mouth; 
But the mouth of wise men is their heart. 
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The Hatefulness of Evil 
A Proverb Cluster 

When the ungodly curseth Satan, 
He curseth his own soul. 

* A whisperer defileth his own soul, 
And shall be hated wheresoever he sojourneth. 

* 

Eoclesiastious 

A slothful man is compared to a stone that is defiled; 22 
And every one will hiss him out in his disgrace. 

A slothful man is compared to the filth of a dunghill; 
Every man that taketh it up will shake out his hand. 

* A father hath shame in having begotten an uninstructed son; 3 
And a foolish daughter is born to his loss. 

* A prudent daughter shall inherit a husband of her own; 
And she that bringeth shame is the grief of him that begat her. 

* She that is bold bringeth shame upon father and husband; 
And she shall be despised of them both. 

Commerce with Fools Intolerable 
A Proverb Cluster 

Unseasonable discourse is as music in mourning; 
But stripes and correction are wisdom at every season. 

* He that teachcth a fool is as one that glucth a potsherd together; 
Even as one that waketlt a sleeper out of a deep sleep. 

He that discourseth to a fool is as one discoursing to a man that slumbereth; 
and at the end he will say, What is it? * 

JR 

Weep for the dead, 
For light hath failed him; 

And weep for a fool, 
For understanding hath failed him: 

Weep more sweetly for the dead, 
Because he hath found rest; 
But the life of the fool 

Is worse than death. 

Seven days are the days of mourning for the dead' 
But for a fool and an ungodly man, all the days of his life. 
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13 Talk not much with a /oolish man, 
And go not to one that hath no understanding. 

Beware of him, lest thou have trouble; and so thou shalt not be defiled in his 
onslaught. Tum aside from him, and thou shalt find rest; and so thou shalt not be 
wearied in his madness. * 

14 What shall be heavier than lead? 
And what is the name thereof, but a fool? 

* Sand, and salt, 
And a mass of iron, • 

Is easier to bear than a man without understanding. 

The Stedfast Friend and the Uncertain. -An Essay 
16 Timber girt and bound into a building shall not be loosed with shaking: so a 

21 

heart established in due season on well advised counsel shall not be afraid. A heart 
settled upon a thoughtful understanding is as an ornament of plaister on a polished 
wall. Pales set on a high place will not stand against the wind: so a fearful heart in 
the imagination of a fool will not stand against any fear. He that pricketh the eye 
will make tears to fall; and he that pricketh the heart make th it to shew feeling. 
Whoso casteth a stone at birds frayeth them away; and he that upbraideth a friend 
will dissolve friendship. 

If thou hast drawn a sword against a friend, despair not, 
For there may be a returning; 

If thou hast opened thy mouth against a friend, fear not, 
For there may be a reconciling: 

Except it for be upbraiding and arrogance, 
And disclosing of a secret, 
And a treacherous blow: 

For these things every friend will flee. 

23 Gain trust with thy neighbour in his poverty, that in his prosperity thou mayest 
have gladness: abide stedfast unto him in the time of his affliction, that thou mayest 
he heir with him in his inheritance. Before fire is the vapour and smoke of a furnace; 
so revilings before bloodshed. I will not be ashamed to shelter a friend; and I will 
not hide myself from his face: and if any evil happen unto me because of him, every 
one that heareth it will beware of him. 

23 

Watchfulness of Lips and Heart. - A Sonnet 
Who shall set a watch over my mouth, 
And a seal of shrewdness upon my lips, 
That I fall not from it, . 
And that my tongue destroy me not? 

0 Lord, Father and Master of my life, 
Abandon me not to their counsel: 
Suffer me not to fall by them. 
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Who will set scourges over my thought, 
And a discipline of wisdom over mine heart? 

That they spare me not for mine ignorances, 
And my heart pass not by their sins: 

That mine ignorances be not multiplied, 
An<l my sins abound not; 

And I shall fall before mine adversaries, 
And mine enemy rejoice over me? 

0 Lord, Father and God of my life, 
Give me not a proud look, 

And tum away concupiscence from me. 
Let not greediness and chambering O\'ertake me, 

And give me not o\·er lo a shameless mind. 

The Discipline of the Mouth. - An Essay 

Eoolesiasticus 

2 

Hear ye, my children, the discipline of the mouth; and he that keepeth it shall 7 
not be taken. The sinner shall be overtaken in his lips; and the reviler and the 
proud man shall stumble therein. Accustom not thy mouth lo an oath; and he not 
accustomed to the naming of the Holy One. For as a servant that is continually 
scourged shall not lack a bruise, so he also that sweareth and namcth God continually 
shall not be cleansed from sin. A man of many oaths shall be filled with iniquity; 11 

and tl1c scouq~e shall not depart from his house: if he shall offend, his sin shall be 
u1xm him; and if he disregard it, he hath sinned doubly; and if he hath sworn in 
vain, he shall not be justified; for his house shall be filled with calamities. There 
is a manner of speech that is clothed about with death: let it not be found in the 
heritage of Jacob; for all these things shall be far from the godly, and they shall not 
wallow in sins. Accustom not thy mouth to gross rndeness, for therein is the word of 
sin. Remember thy father and thy mother, for thou sittest in the midst of great 14 

men; that thou be not forgetful before them, and become a fool by thy custom; 
so shalt thou wish that thou hadst not been horn, and curse the day of thy nativity. 
A man that is accustomed to words of reproach will not be corrected all the days 
of his life. 

The Horror of Adultery. - An Essay 
Two sorts of men multiply sins, 
And the third will bring wrath: 

A Hot Mind,-

as a burning fire, will not be quenched till it be consumed;-

A Fornicator in the body of his flesh -

16 

will never cease till he hath burned out the fire: all bread is sweet to a fornicator, 17 
he will not leave off till he die. -

A man that goeth astray from his own Bed, -

~ying in his heart, "Who seeth me? Darkness is round about me, and the walls 
hide me, and no man secth me: of whom am I afraid? The Most High will not 
remember my sins:" - and the eyes of men are his terror, and he knoweth not that 19 

the eyes of the Lord are ten thousand times brighter than the sun, beholding all 
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20 the ways of men, and looking into secret places. All things were known unto him 
or ever they were created; and in like manner also after th~y were perfected. This 
man shall be punished in the streets of the city; and where he suspected not he shall 
be taken. 

22 So also a wife that leaveth her husband, and bringeth in an heir by a stranger. 
For first, she was disobedient in the law of the l\fost High; and secondly, she tres
passed against her own husband; and thirdly, she played the adulteress in whore
dom, and brought in children by a stranger. She shall be brought out into Lhe congre
gation; and upon her children shall there be visitation. Her children shall not spread 
into rc:)ts, and her branches shall bear no fruit. She shall leave her memory for a 

z; curse; and her reproach shall not be blotted out. And they that are left behind 
shall know that there is nothing better than the fear of the Lord, and nothing sweeter 
than to take heed unto the commandments of the Lord. 

BOOK II 

Preface (with Monologue): Wisdom in Praise of Herself 
24 Wisdom shall praise herself, and shall glory in the midst of her people. In the 

3 

5 

8 

9 

II 

13 

convegation of the Most High shall she open her mouth, and glory in the presence of 
his power. 

I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, 
And covered the earth as a mist. 

I dwelt in high places, 
And my throne is in the pillar of the cloud. 

Alone I compassed the circuit of heaven, 
And walked in the depth of the abyss. 

In the waves of the sea, and in all the earth, 
And in every people and nation, I got a possession. 

With all these I sought rest; 
And in whose inheritance shall I lodge? 

Then the Creator of all things gave me a commandment: 
And he that created me made my tabernacle to rest, 

And said, Let thy tabernacle be in Jacob, 
And thine inheritance in Israel. 

He created me from the beginning before the world; 
And to the end I shall not fail. 

In the holy tabernacle I ministered before him; 
And so was I established in Sion. 

In the beloved city likewise he gave me rest; 
And in Jerusalem was my authority. 

And I took root in a people that was glorified, 
Even in the portion of the Lord's own inheritance. 

I was exalted like a cedar in Libanus, 
And as a cypress tree on the mountains of Hermon; 

I was exalted like a palm tree on the sea shore, 
And as rose plants in Jericho, 
And as a fair olive tree in the plain; 
And I was exalted as a plane tree. 
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As cinnamon and aspalathus, 
I have given a scent of perfumes; 

And as choice myrrh, 
I spread abroad a pleasant odour; 

As galbanum, and onyx, and stacte, 

Ecolesiaeticus 

And as the fume of frankincense in the tabernacle 

As the terebinth 
I stretched out my branches; 
And my branches are branches of glory and grace. 

As the vine 
I put forth grace, 
And my flowers are the fruit of glory and riches. 

Come unto me, ye that arc desirous of me, 
And be ye filled with my produce. 

For my memorial is sweeter Lhan honey, 
And mine inheritance than the honeycomb. 

They that eat me shall yet be hungry; 
Ami they tl;at drink me shall yet be thirsty. 

He that obeyeth me shall not be ashamed; 
And they that work in me shall not do amiss. 

IS 

rg 

2I 

All tlzese I/zings arc tlze book of the cove11ant o/ the Most High God, even the law 23 
wlzic/1 Jfosrs co111111a11ded us /or a heritage 1111/0 the assemblies o/ Jacob. It is he that 
111<1krth wisdom abundant as Pisl1on, and as Tigris i11 tlze days o/ new /r11its; that 
make/Ir understanding /11/l as Euphrates, and as Jordan ill the days o/ harvest; that 
maketlr instruction lo shine forth as the light, as Gihon in the days o/ 1•intage. The 
first man kncu• lier 110/ perfectly; and in like manner the last hath not traced her out. 
Fvr lrrr thouglrts are filled from the sea, and her counsels from tire great deep . 

. J 11d I came out as a stream from a rii•er, and as a conduit into 11 1;1mfen. I said, 30 

I will W<Ilrr my 1;arden, and will water abundantly my 1;arden bed; and, lo, my stream 
brramr a ri1•er, ,wd my ri11er became a sea. I will yet brin1; instruction lo lig/1t as tire 
moming, and will make these tirings to shine forth afar oft. I will yet pour out doc
trine as proplrccy, and leave it unto generations o/ a1;es. Behold that I have not la
boured /vr my sci/ only, but /or all them that diligently seek her. 

What Wisdom Hates and Loves. - A Number Sonnet 
In three thin11:s I was beautified, 25 
And stood up beautiful before the Lord and men: 

The concord of brethren, 
And friendship of neighbours, 

And a woman and her husband that walk together in agreement. 

But three sorts of men my soul hateth, 2 

And I am greatly offended at their life: 
A poor man that is haughty, 

And a rich man that is a liar, 
And an old man that is an adulterer lacking understanding. 
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A Maxim 
3 In thy youth thou hast not gathered, 

8 

II 

13 

And how shouldest thou find in thine old age? 
How beautiful a thing is judgement for gray hairs, and for elders to know counsel! 

How beautiful is the wisdom of old men, and thought and counsel to men that arc 
in honour ! Much experience is the crown of old men; and their glorying is the 
fear of the Lord. 

The Love of the Lord. - A Number Sonnet 
There he nine things that I have thought of, 

And in mine heart counted happy; 
And the tenth I will utter with my tongue: 

A man that hath joy of his children; 
A man that liveth and looketh upon the fall of his enemie5; 

Happy is he that dwelleth with a wife of understanding; 
And he that hath not slipped with his tongue; 

And he that hath not served a man that is unworthy of him; 
Happy is he that hath found prudence; 

And he that discourseth in the ears of them that listen; 
How great is he that hath found wisdom! 

Yet is there none above him that feareth the Lord. 

The LOVE* OF THE LORD passeth all things: 
He that holdeth it, lo whom shall he be likened? 

The Wrath of an Enemy. - An Epigram 
Any plague but the plague of the heart; 
And any wickedness but the wickedness of a woman; 
Any calamity but a calamity from them that hate me; 
And any vengeance but the vengeance of enemies. 

There is no head above the head of a serpent: 
And there is no wrath above the wrath of an enemy. 

Women Bad and Good. - A Wisdom Cluster 
An Essay 

i6 I will rather dwell with a lion and a dragon, than keep house with a wicked woma.n. 
The wickedness of a woman changeth her look, and darkeneth her countenance as a 
bear doth. Her husband shall sit at meat among his neighbours, and when he 
heareth it he sigheth bitterly. All malice is but little to the malice of a woman: 
let the portion of a sinner fall on her! As the going up a sandy way is to the feet of 
the aged, so is a wife full of words to a quiet man. Throw not thyself upon the 

22 beauty of a woman; and desire not a woman for her beauty. There, is anger, and 
impudence, and great reproach, if a woman maintain her husband. A wicked woman 
is abasement of heart, and sadness of countenance, and a wounded heart; a woman 
that will not make her husband happy is as hands that hang down, and palsied 
knees. From a woman was the beginning of sin, and because of her we all die. 
Give not water an outlet, neither to a wicked woman freedom of speech. If she go 
/lot as thou wouldest have her, cut her off from thy flesh. 

* R. V. fear of the Lorrl: sec note. -EDITOR. 
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llappy is the husband of a good wife; and the number of his days shall be two- 26 
fold. _.\ brave woman rejoiceth her husband; and he shall fulfil his ypars in peace . 
. .\ good wife is a good portion; she shall be given in the portion of such as fear the 
Lord. \\'hcther a man be rich or poor, a good heart maketh at all times a cheerful 
countenance. 

A 11' umber Sounct 
Of three things my heart was afraid; s 
And concerning the fourth kind I made supplication: 

ThP .slander of a city, 
And the assembly of a multitude, 
And a false accusation, 
(All these are more grievous than death:) 

A grief of heart and sorrow is a woman that is jealous of another woman, 
And the scourge of a tongue communicating to alL 

A Sonnet 
A wicked woman (strophe) 7 
Is as a yoke of oxen shaken to and fro: 

He that taketh hold of her is as one that graspeth a scorpion. 
A drunken woman 
Causeth great wrath: 

And she will not cover her own shame. 
The whoredom of a woman 
Is in the lifting up of her eyes: 

And it shall be known by her eyelids. 

Keep strict watch on a headstrong daughter, 
Lest she find liberty for herself, and use it. 

Look well after an impudent eye; 
And marvel not if it trespass against thee. 

She will open her mouth as a thirsty traveller, 
And drink of every water that is near: 
At every post will she sit down, 

And open her quiver against any arrow. 

9 

IO 

12 

The grace of a wife (antistrophe) 13 
\Viii delight her husband: 

And her knowledge will fatten his bones. 
A silent woman 
Is a gift of the Lord: 

And there is nothing so much worth as a well-instructed souL 
A shamefast woman 
Is grace upon grace ; 

And there is no price worthy of a continent souL 

15 

As the sun when it ariseth in the highest places of the Lord, 16 

So is the beauty of a good wife in the ordering of a man's house. 
As the lamp that shineth upon the holy candlestick, 

So is the beauty of the face in ripe age. 

As the golden pillars 1 s 
Are upon a base of silver, 
So are brautiful feet 

With the br~asts of one that is stedfast. 
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The Backslider. -A Number Sonnet 
For two things my heart io grieved, 
And for the third anger cometh upon me: 

A man of war that suffereth for poverty; 
And men of understanding that are counted as refuse; 

One that tumcth back from righteousness to sin: 
The Lord shall prepare him for the sword. 

Miscellaneous Sayings 
A 111ercha 11t shall hardly keep himself from wrong doing,· 
And a huckster shall not be acquitted of sin. 

27 l\fany have sinned for a thinµ: indifferent; and he that seeketh to multiply gain 

3 

4 

7 

8 

IO 

will tum his eye away. A nail will stick fast between the joinings of stones; and 
sin will thrust itself in between buying and selling. 

* Unless a man hold on diligently in the fear of the Lord, 
His house shall soon be overthrown. 

Reasoning the Test of Men. - An Epigram 
In the shaking of a sieve the refuse remaineth: 
So the filth of man in his reasoning. 
The furnace will prove the potter's vessels: 
And the trial of a man is in his reasoning. 
The fruit of a tree declareth the husbandry thereof: 
So is the utterance of the thought of the heart of a man. 

Praise no man before thou hearest him reason; 
For this is the trial of men. 

Proverbs 
If thou followest righteousness, 

Thou shalt obtain her; 
And put her on as a long robe of glory. 

Birds will resort unto their like; 
And truth will return unto them that practise her. 

The lion lieth in wait for prey; 
So doth sin for them that work iniquity. 

Discourse of Wise Men and Fools 
A Proverb Cluster 

Il The discourse of a godly man is always wisdom: 
But the foolish man changeth as the moon. 
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Among men void of understanding observe the opportunity; 
But stay continually among the thoughtful. 

* The discourse of fools is an offence; 
And their laughter is in the wantonness of sin. 

* 

12 

The talk of a man of many oaths will make the hair stand upright; 14 
And their strife maketh one stop his ears. 

* The strife of the proud is a shedding of blood; 
And their reviling of each other is a grievous thing to hear. 

Two Maxims 
He that revealeth secrets destroyeth credit, 16 
And shall not find a friend lo his mind. 

Love a friend, and keep faith with him: but if thou reveal his secrets, thou shalt not 
pursue after him; for as a man hath destroyed his enemy, so hast thou destroyed the 
friendship of thy neighbour. And as a bird which thou hast loosed out of thy hand, 
so hast thou let thy neighbour go, and thou wilt not catch him again: pursue him not, 20 

for he is gone far away, and hath escaped as a gazelle out of the snare. For a wound 
may be bound up, and after reviling there may be a reconcilement; but he that re-
vealeth secrets hath lost hope. * 

One that winketh with the eye contrive/It evil things,· 22 

A 1Ui no man will remove him from it. 
When thou art present, he will speak sweetly, and will admire thy words; but after

ward he will writhe his mouth, and set a trap for thee in thy words. I have hated 
many things, but nothing like him; and the Lord will hate him. 

Retribution and Vengeance.-An Essay 
One that casteth a stone on high casteth it on his own head; and a deceitful stroke 25 

will cpen wounds. He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and he that sctleth a snare 
shall be taken therein. He that doeth evil things, they shall roll upon him; and he 
shall not know whence they have come to him. Mockery and reproach arc from the 
haughty; and vengeance, as a lion, shall lie in wait for him. They that rejoice at the 
fall of the godly shall be taken in a snare; and anguish shall consume them before 
they die. Wrath and anger, these also arc abominations; and a sinful man shall 
possess them. He that taketh vengeance shall find vengeance from the Lord; and 28 
he will surely make firm his sins. 

Forgive thy neighbour the hurt that he hath done thee; and then thy sins shall he 
pardoned when th'Ju prayest. Man cherisheth anger against man; and doth he 
seek healing from th~ Lord? Upon a man like himself he hath no mercy; and doth 
he make supplication for his own sins? He being himself flesh nourisheth wrath: 
who. shall make atonement for his sins? Remember thy last end, and cease from 6 
enmity; remember corruption and death, and abide in the commandments. Re
member the commandments, and be not wroth with thy neighbour; and remember 
the covenant of the Highest, and wink at ignorance. Abstain from strife, and thou 
shalt diminish thy sins: for a passionate man will kindle strife; and a man that is a 
sinner will trouble friends, and will make debate among them that be at peace. 
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10 As is the fuel of the fire, 
So will it burn; 

-'6 The Books of W lsdom 

And as the stoutness of the strife is, 
So will it burn. 

As is the sircngth of the man, 
. So will be his wrath; 

And as is his wealth, 
So will he exalt his a ngcr. 

n A contention begun in haste kindleth a fire; and a hasty fighting sheddeth blood. 

On the Tongue. - An Essay 
12 If thou blow a spark, it shall burn; and if thou spit upon it, it shall be quenched: 

and both these shall come out of thy mouth. Curse the whisperer and doublc
tongued: for he hath destroyed many that were at peace. A third person's tongue 
hath shaken many, and dispersed them from nation lo nation; .and it hath pulled 
down strong cities, and overthrown the houses of great men. A third person's 
tongue hath cast out brave women, and deprived them of their labours. He that 

17 hearkeneth unto it shall not find rest, nor shall he dwell quietly. The stroke of a 
whip maketh a mark in the flesh; but the stroke of a tongue will break bones. :\Iany 
have fallen by the edge of the sword; yet not so many as they that have fallen bernu;;e 
of the tongue. Happy is he that is sheltered from it, that hath not passed through the 
wrath thereof; that hath not drawn its yoke, and hath not been hound with its bands. 

20 For the yoke thereof is a yoke of iron, and the bands thereof are bands of brass. The 
death thereof is an evil death; and Hades were better than it. It shall not have 
rule over f!:Odly men; and they shall not be burned in its flame. They that forsake 
the Lord shall fall into it; and it shall burn among them; and shall not be quenched: 
it shall be sent forth upon them as a lion, and as a leopard it shall destroy them. 

24 Look that thou hedge thy possession about with thorns; bind up thy silver and thy 
gold; and make a balance and a weight for thy words; and make a door and a bar 
for thy mouth. Take heed lest thou slip therein; lest thou fall before one that liclh 
in wait. 

On Lending and Suretiship. -An Essay 
29 He that sheweth mercy will lend unto his neighbour; and he that strengtheneth 

him with his hand kecpeth the commandments. Lend to thy neighbour in time of his 
need; and pay thou thy neighbour again in due season. Con Ii rm thy word, and 
keep faith with him; and at all seasons thou shall lind what thou needest. 

4 Many have reckoned a. loan a.s a windfall, and have given trouble to those that 
helped them. Till he hath received, he will kiss a man's hands; and for his neigh
bour's money he will speak submissly: and when payment is due, he will ·prolong 
the Lime, and return words of heaviness, and complain of the times. If he prevail, 
he shall hardly receive the half, and he will count it as a windfall; if not, he hath 
deprived him of his money, and he halh gotten him for an enemy without cause; he 
will pay him with cursings and railings, and for honour he will pay him disgrace. 

7 Many on account of men's ill-dealing have turned away; they have feared to be 
defrauded for nought. 

Howbeit with a man in poor estate be longsuffering; and let him not wait for thine 
alms. Help a poor man for the commandment's sake; and according to his need 
send him not empty away. Lose thy money for a brother and a friend; and let it not 

n rust under the stone to be lost. Bestow thy treasure according to the command-
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men ts of the ~fost High; and it shall profit thee more than gold. Shut up alms in 
thv store-chambers; and it shall deli\•er thee out of all allliction: it shall fight for 
th~e against thine enemy better than a mighty shield and a ponderous spear. 

A good man will be surety for his neighbour; and he that hath lost shame will fail i, 
him. Forget not the good offices of thy surety; for he hath given his life for thee. 
A sinner will owrthrow the good estate of his surety; and he that is of an unthankful 
mind will fail him that deliwred him. Suretiship hath undone many that were pros
pering, and shaken them as a waYe of the sea; mighty men hath it driven from their 
home>, and they wandered among strange nations A sinner that falleth into sureti- 19 
ship, and undcrtaketh contracts for work, shall fall into lawsuits. Help thy neigh
bour according to thy power, and take heed to thyself that thou fall not to the same. 

Essay: The Blessing of a Houf! of One's Own 
The chief thing for life is water, and bread, and a garment, and a house to cover 21 

shame. Better is the life of a poor man under a shelter of logs, than sumptuous fare 
in another man's house. With little or with much, be well satisfied. It is a miserable 
Ii fe to go from house to house; and where thou art a sojourner, thou shalt not dare to 
open thy mouth. Thou shalt entertain, and give to drink, and have no thanks;2s 
and besides this thou shalt hear bitter \\·ords. 

Come hither, thou sojourner, 
Furnish a table, 

And if thou hast aught in thy hand, 
Feed me with it. 

Go forth, thou sojourner, 
From the fare of honour; 
My brother is rnmc tu be my guest; 

I have need of my house. 

These things are grievous to a man of understanding - the upbraiding of house- 28 
room, and the reproaching of the money-lender. 

On the Chastisement of Children. - An Essay 
He that lowth his ,;on will continue to lay stripes upon him, that he may have joy 30 

of him in the end. He that chastiseth his son shall have profit of him, and shall glory 
of him an'.ong Lis ac'luaintancc. He that teacheth his son shall provoke his enemy to 
jeal"u'y; and before friends he shall rejoice of him. His father dieth, and is as 
though he had not died, for he hath left one behind him like himself: in his life he 
s'.lw and rejoiced in him, and when he died he sorrowed not; he left behind him an 
a\·rng,r against his enemies, and one to requite kindness to his friends. He that 7 
makcth too much of his son shall bind up his wounds; and his heart will be 
troubled at e\'ery cry. An unbroken horse becometh stubborn; and a son left 
at large becometh h('adstrong. Cocker thy child, and he shall make thee afraid; 
play with him, and he will grieve thee. Laucrh not with him lest thou haYe sorrow 
with him; and thou shalt gnash thy teeth i; the end. Giv~ him no liberty in his 
youth, and wink not at his follies. Bow down his neck in his youth, and beat him 12 

on the sides while he is a child, lest he wax stubborn, and be disobedient unto thee; 
and t?ere shall be sorrow to thy soul. Chastise thy son, and take pains with him, 
lest his shameless behaviour be an ofTence unto thee. 
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On Health.-An Essay 
14 Better is a poor man, being sound and strong of constitution, than a rich man that 

is plagued in his body. Health and a good constitution arc heller than all gold; and 
a strong body than wealth without measure. There is no riches better than health 
of body; and there is no gladness above the joy of the heart. Death is better than a 
hitter life, and eternal rest than a continual sickness. Good things poured out upon 
a mouth that is closed are as messes of meal laid upon a grave. What doth an 
offering profit an idol? for neither shall it eat nor smell; so is he that is affiicted of the 
Lord, seeing with his eyes and groaning, as an eunuch em bracing a virgin and groaning. 

21 Give not over thy sou! lo sorrow; and affiict not thyself in thine own counsel. 
Gladness of heart is the life of a man; and the joyfulness of a man is length of days. 
Love thine own soul, and comfort thy heart; and remove sorrow far from thee; for 
sorrow.hath destroyed many, and there is no profit therein. Envy and wrath shorten 
a man's days; and care bringeth old age before the time. A cheerful and good heart 
will have a care of his meat and diet. 

On Riches. - An Essay 
31 Wakefulness that cometh of riches consumeth the flesh, and the anxiety thereof 

putteth away sleep. Wakeful anxiety will crave slumber; and in a sore disease sleep 
will be broken. A rich man toileth in gathering money together, and when he restcth 
he is filled with his good things; a poor man toileth in lack of substance, and when lie 
resteth he becometh needy. He that loveth gold shall not be justified; and he that 
followeth destruction shall himself have his fill of it. Many have been given over to 
ruin for the sake of gold; and their perdition meeteth them face to face. lit is a 
stumblingblock unto them that sacrifice unto it; and every fool shall be taken 
therewith. 

8 Blessed is the rich that is found without blemish, 
And that goeth not after gold. 

IO 

II 

Who is he? 
And we will call him blessed: 

For wonderful things hath he done among his people. 

Who hath been Lric<l therehy, 
And found per fret? 

Then let him glory. 

\Vho hath had the po\\'cr to transgress, 
And hath not transgressed? 

And to do evil, 
And hath not done it? 

His goods shall be made sure, 
And the rnngregation shall dcdarc his alms. 

On Feasting. -- An Essay 
12 Sittest thou at a great table? be not greedy upon it, and say not, Many are the 

things upon it. Remember that an evil eye is a wicked thing. 

What hath bern created more rvil than an eye? 
Therefore it shcddeth tears from every face. 

14 Stretch not thine hand whithersoever it looketh, and thrust not thyself with it into the 
dish. Consider thy neighbour's liking hY thine own; and be discreet in every poi_nt. 
Eat, as becometh a man, those things whirh are set before thee; and eat not greedily, 
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lest thou be hated. Be first to leave off for manners' sake; and be not insatiable, 
lest thou offend. And if thou sittest among many, reach not out thy hand before them. 

How sufficient to a well-mannered man is a very little, and he doth not breathe 19 
hard upon his bed. Healthy sleep cometh of. moderate eating; he riseth early and his 
wits are with him; the pain of wakefulness, and colic, and griping, are with an in
satiable man. And if thou hast been forced to eat, rise up in the midst thereof, and 
thou shalt ha,·e rest. Hear me, my son, and despise me not, and at the last thou shalt 
find my word,; true: in all thy works be quick, and no disease shall come unto thee. 

Him that is liberal of his meat the lips shall bless; and the testimony of his e~- 23 
cellence shall be belic,·ed. Him that is a niggard of his meat the city shall murmur at; 
and the testimony of his niggardness shall be sure. 

Shew not thyself valiant in wine, for wine hath destroyed many; the 'urn ace 
prO\·eth the temper of steel by dipping, so doth wine prove hearts in the quarreiling of 
the proud. '\"inc is as good as life to men, if thou drink it in its measure: what life is 27 
there to a man that is without wine? and it hath been created to make men glad. 
\\"inc druPk in season and to satisfy is joy of heart, and p;ladness of soul: wine drunk 
la r.t:cly is bitterness of soul, with provocation and conflict. Drunkenness increaseth 
the rage of a fool unto his hurt; it diminisheth strength, and addeth wounds. 

Rebuke not thy neighhour at a hanquet of wine, neither set him at noup;ht in his 31 

mirth; speak not unto him a word of reproach, and press not upon him by askinp; bark 
a debt. Have they made thee ruler of a feast? be not lifted up, be thou among the111 32 
as one of them: take thought for them, and so sit down. And when thou hast done 
all thy ol1ice, take thy place, that thou mayest be gladdened on their account, and 
receive a crown for thy well ordering. Speak, thou that art the elder, for it be
comcth thee, hut with sound knowledge. And hinder not music: pour not out talk 
where there is a performance of music, and display not thy wisdom out of season. 

As a oignet of rarbundc S 
In a selling ol gold, 

So is a concert of musicin a banquet of wine. 
As a signet of emerald 
In a work of gol<l, 

So is a strain of music with pleasant wine. 

Speak, voung man, if there be need of thee; yet scarcely if thou be twice asked: sum 7 
up thy speech, many things in few words; be as one that knoweth and yet holdcth his 
tongue. If thou be among great men, bchaYC not as their equal; and when another 
is speaking, make not much hahbling. Before thunder speedeth lightning; and 
before a shamefast man farnur shall go forth. Rise up betimes, and be not the last; 
get thee home quickly and loiter not; there take thy pastime, and do what is in thy 
heart; and sin not by proud speech. And for these things bless him that made thee, 13 
and giveth thee to drink freely of his good things. · 

Miscellaneous Sayings 
He that feareth the Lord will receive his discipline; 
And they that seek him early shall find favour. 

He that seeketh the law shall be lillec\ therewith: 
But the hypocrite shall stumble thereat. 

They that fear the Lord shall find judgement, 
And shall kindle righteous acts as a light. 

A sinful man shunneth reproof, 
And will find a judgement according to his will. 
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r8 A man of counsel will not neglect a thought; a strange and proud man will not 
crouch in fear, even after he hath done a thing by himself without counsel. 

20 

33 

3 

5 

Do nothing without counsel; 
And when thou hast once done, repent not. 

Go not in a way of conflict; 
And stumble not in stony places. 

Be not confident in a smooth way: 
And beware of thine own children. 

In every work trust thine own soul; 
For this is the keeping of the commandments. 

He that hclieveth the law gi"eth heed to the commandment; 
And he that trusteth in the Lord shall sulTer no loss. 

There shall no evil happen unto him that fearcth the Lord; 
But in temptation once and again will he deliver him. 

A wise man will not hate the law; 
But he that is a hypocrite therein is as a ship in a storm. 

A man of understanding will put his trust in the law; 
And the law is faithful unto him, as when one asketh l\t the oracle. 

Prepare thy speech, ancl so shalt thou be heard; 
Bind up instruction and make thine answer. 

Tl 1e heart of a fool is as a cartwheel; 
And his thoughts like a rolling axletree. 

A stallion horse is as a mocking friend; 
He neigheth under every one that sitteth upon him. 

Essay: An Analogy 
7 Why doth one day excel another, when all the lighl of e\'ery day in the year is of the 

sun? By the knowledge of the Lord they were distinguished; and he varied seaso:i' 
and feasts: some of them he exalted and hallowed, and some of them hath he made 
ordinary days. 

10 And all men are from the ground, and Adam was created of earth. In the a bun· 
dance of his knowledge the Lord distinguished them, and made their ways various: 
some of them he blessed and exalted, and some of them he hallowed and brought 
nigh to himself; some of them he cursed and brought low, and overthrew them from 
their place. As the clay of the poller in his hand, all his ways are according to his 
good pleasure: so men arc in the hand of him that made them, to render unto them 
according to his judgement. 

14 Good is set over against evil, and life over against death: so is the sinner over 
against the godly. And thus look upon all the works of the Most High; two and two, 
one against another. ' 
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BOOK III 

And I awaked up last, as one that {!,leaneth after the {!,rapegatherers: by the bless- 16 
ini; of the Lord I got before them, and filled my wi11epress as one that gathereth grapes. 
Consider that I laboured not for myself alone, but for all them that seek instruction. 
Hmr me, ye great men of the people, and hearken with your ears, ye rulers of the con
grrgation. 

On Giving and Bequeathing. - An Essay 
To son and wife, to brother and friend, give not power over thee while thou livest; 19 

anrl gi\•e not thy goods to another, lest thou repent and make supplication for them 
again. \\'hilst thou yet li\·est, and breath is in thee, give not thyself O\'er lo anybody. 
for better it is that thy children should supplicate thee, than that thou shouldest 
look to the hand of thy sons. In all thy works keep lhe upper hand; bring not a 2z 

stain on thine honour. In the day that thou endest the days of thy life, and in the time 
of death, distribute thine inheritance. 

On Servants. - An Essay 
Fodder, a stick, and burdens, 

For an ass: 
Bread, anrl discipline, and work, 

For a ser\'ant. 

Set thy sen·ant to work, and thou shalt find rest: leave his hands idle, and he will 25 
seek liberty. Yoke and thong will bow the neck: and for an C\'il servant there arc racks 
and tortures. Send him to labour that he be not idle; for idleness teacheth much mis
chirL Set him to work, as is fit for him; and if he obey not, make his fetters heavy. 

And be not excessive toward any; and without judgement do nothing. If thou 29 
hast a servant, let him be as thyself, because thou hast bought him with blood. If 
thou hast a servant, treat him as thyself; for as thine own soul wilt thou ha\·e need of 
him: if thou treat him ill, and he depart and run away, which way wilt thou go to seek 
him? 

On Dreams. -An Essay 
Vain and false hopes are for a man void of understanding; and dreams give wings 34 

to fools. As one that catcheth at a shadow, and followeth after the wind, so is he that 
setteth his mind on dreams. The vision of dreams is as this thing against that, the 
likeness of a face over against a face. Of an unclean thing what shall be cleansed? 
and of that which is false what shall be true? Divinations, and soothsayings, and 
:!reams, are vain: and the heart fancieth, as a woman's in travail. If they be not sent 
from the Most High in thy visitation, give not thy heart unto them. For dreams have 7 
led many astray: and they have failed by putting their hope in them. Without lying 
shall the law be accomplished; and wisdom is perfection to a faithful mouth. 

A Maxim 
A well-instructed man knoweth many things; 9 
And he that hath much experience will declare understanding. 

He that hath no experience knoweth few things: but he that hath wandered shall 
increa~ his skill. In my wandering I have seen many things; and more than my 
words 1s my understanding. Ofttimes was I in danger even unto death; and I was 
preserved because of these things. 
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The Fearers of the Lord. - A Sonnet 
The spirit of those that fear the Lord 

Shall live; 
For their hope is upon him that saveth them. 

Whoso feareth the Lord shall not be afraid, 
And shall not play the coward; 
For he is his hope. 

Blessed is the soul of him that feareth the Lord: 
To whom doth he give heed? 
And who is his stay? 

The eyes of the Lord are upon them that love him: -
A mighty protection, 
And strong stay, 
A cover from the hot blast, 
And a cover from the noonday, 
A guard from stumbling, 
And a succour from falling: -

He raiseth up the soul, and enlighteneth the eyes, 
He giveth healing, life, and blessing. 

On Sacrifices Evil and Acceptable.-· An Essay 
lB He that sacrificeth of a thing wrongfully gotten, his offering is made in mockery; 

20 

and the mockeries of wicked men are not well-pleasing. The Most High hath no 
pleasure in the offerings of the ungodly; neither is he pacified for sins by the multitude 
of sacrifices. 

As one that killcth the son 
Before his father's eyes 

Is he that bringcth a sacrifice from the goods of the poor. 

The bread of the needy is the life of the poor: he that depriveth him thereof is a man 
of blood. As one that slayeth his neighbour is he that. taketh away his living; and as 
a shedder of blood is he that depriveth a hireling of his hire. 

23 One building, and another pulling down, what profit have they had but toil? 
One praying, and another cursinJl:, whose voice will the Lord listen to? He that 
washeth himself after touching a dead body, and toucheth it again, what profit hath 
he in his washing? Even so a man fasting for his sins, and going again, and doing 
the same, who will listen to his prayer? and what profit hath he in his humiliation? 

35 He that keepeth the law multiplieth offerings; he that taketh heed to the command· 
ments sacrificeth a peace offering. He that requiteth a good tum offereth fine flour; 
and he that giveth alms sacrificeth a thank offering. To depart from wickedness is a 
thing pleasing to the Lord; and to depart from unrighteousness is a propitiation. 

4 See that thou appear not in the presence of the Lord empty; for all these things 
arc to be done because of the commandment. The offering of the righteous maketh 
the altar fat; and the sweet savour thereof is before the Most High. The sacrifice 
of a righteous man is acceptable; and the memorial thereof shall not be forgotten. 

B Glorify the Lord with a good eye, and stint not the firstfruits of thine hands. In every 
gift shew a cheerful countenance, and dedicate thy tithe with gladness. Give unto the 
Most High according as he hath given; and as thy hand hath found, give with a good 
eye. For the Lord recompenseth, and he will recompense thee sevenfold. 
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Think not to corrupt with gifts; for he will not receive them: and set not thy 12 

mind on an unrighteous sacrifice; for the Lord is judge, and with him is no respect 
of per,;ons. He will not accept any person against a poor man; and he will listen 
to the prayer of him that is wronged. He will in no wise despise the supplication of the 
fatherless; no1 the widow, when she poureth out her tale. 

Do not the tears of the widow run down her check? 
And is not her cry against him that hath caused them to fall? 

He that serwlh God according to his good pleasure shall be accepted, and his sup
piication shall reach unto the clouds. 

15 

The 'Jrayn of the humble pierceth the clouds; and till it come nigh he will not be 17 
comfort~:i; and he will not depart, till the Most High shall visit; and he shall judge 
righteously, and execute judgement. And the Lord will not be slack, neither will he 
be longsuffering toward them, till he have crushed the loins of the unmerciful; and 
he shall repay \·en~ance to the heathen; till he have taken away the multitude of the 
haughty, and broken in pieces the sceptres of the unrighteous; till he have rendered to 
every man according to his doings, and to the works of men according to their devices; 
till he ha\'e judged the cause of his people; and he shall make them to rejoice in his 
mercy. l\Iercy is seasonable in the time of his afflicting them, as clouds of rain in the 20 

time of drought. 

A Prayer for Mercy upon Israel 
Have mercy upon us, 0 Lord the God of all, and behold; and send thy fear upon 36 

all the nations: lift up thy hand against the strange nations: and let them see thy 
mighty power. As thou wast sanctified in us before them, so be thcu magnified in 
them before us; and let them know thee, as we also have known thee, that there is no 
God but only thou, 0 God. Shew new signs, and work divers wonders; glorify thy 6 
hand and thy ri,ght arm; raise up indignation, and pour out wrath; take away the 
adversary, and destroy the enemy. Hasten the time and remem her the oath; and 
let ~hem declare thy mighty works. Let him that escapeth be devoured by the rage 
of tire, and may they that harm thy people find destruction; crush the heads of the 
rulers of the enemies, that say, There is none but we. Gather all the tribes of Jacob II 
together, and take them for thine inheritance, as from the beginning. 0 Lord, have 
mercy upon the people that is called by thy name, and upon Israel, whom thou didst 
liken unto a firstborn. Have compassion upon the city of thy sanctuary, Jerusalem, 
the place of thy rest; fill Sion, exalt thine oracles, and fill thy people with thy glory. 
Give testimonv t•nto those that were thy creatures in the beginning, and raise up the 
prophecies that have been in thy name. Give rewnrd unto them that wait for thee: 16 
and n~en shall put their trust in thy prophets. Hearken, 0 Lord, to the prayer of thy 
suppliants, according to the blessing of Aaron concerning thy people; and all they 
that are on the earth shall know that thou art the Lord, the eternal God. 

Sayings 
The belly will cat any meat, 
Yet is one meat better than another. 

The mouth tasteth meats taken in hunting: 
So doth an understanding heart false speeches. 

* A froward heart will cause heaviness: 
And a man of experience will rerompense him. 
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On Wives. - An Essay 
2x A woman will receive any man; but one daughter is better than another. The 

beauty of a woman cheereth the countenance, and a man desireth nothing so much; 
if there is on her tongue mercy and meekness, her husband is not like the sons of men. 
He that getteth a wife enlereth upon a possession; a help meet for him, and a pillar of 
rest. Where no hedge is, the possession will be laid waste: and he that hath no wife 

26 will mourn as he wandereth up and down. For who will trust a nimble robber, that 
skippeth from city lo city? even so who shall trust a man that hath no nest,ar.d lodgeth 
wheresoever he findeth himself at nightfall? 

On False Friends. - An Essay 
37 Every friend will say, I also am his friend: but there is a friend, which is only a 

friend in name. Is there not a grief in it, even unto death, wheL ~ companion and 
friend is turned to enmity? 0 wicked imagination, whence earnest thou rolling in to 
cover the dry land with deceitfulness? There is a companion, which rejoice th in the 

s gladness of a friend, but in time of affiiction will be against him. There is a com
panion, which for the belly's sake laboureth with his friend, in the face of battle will 
take up the buckler. Forget not a friend in thy soul; and be not unmindful of him 
in thy riches. 

On Counsel and Counsellors. - An Essay 
7 Every counsellor extolleth counsel; but there is that counselleth for himself. 

Let thy soul beware of a counsellor, and know thou before what is his interest - for he 
will take counsel for himself - lest he cast the lot upon thee, and say unto thee, Thy 
way is good: and he will stand over against thee, to see what shall befall thee. Take 
not counsel with one that looketh askance at thee; and hide thy counsel from such as 

II are jealous of thee. Take not counsel with a woman about her rival; neither with a 
coward about war; nor with a merchant about exchange; nor with a buyer about 
selling; nor with an envious man about thankfulness; nor with an unmerciful man 
about kindliness; nor with a sluggard about any kind of work; nor with a hireling 
in thy house about finishing his work; nor with an idle servant about much business: 
give not heed lo these in any matter of counsel. But rather be continually with a 
godly man, whom thou shalt have known to be a keeper of the commandments, who in 
his soul is as thine own soul, and who will 11:rieve with thee, if thou shalt miscarry. 

13 And make the counsel of thy heart to stand, for there is none more faithful unto thee 
than it; for a man's soul is sometime wont to bring him tidin11:s, more than seven 
watchmen that sit on high on a watch-tower. And above all this intreat the Most 
1-Iigh, that he may direct thy way in truth. Let reason be the beginning of every 
work, and kt counsel go before every action. 

, 7 As a token of the changing of the heart, four manner of things do rise up, good and 
evil, life and death; and that which ruleth over them continually is the tongue. There 
is one that is shrewd and the instructor of many, and yet is unprofitable to his own 
soul. There is one that is subtil in words, and is hated; he shall be destitute of all 
food; for grace was not given him from the Lord, because he is deprived of all wisdom. 

22 There is one that is wise to his own soul; and the fruits of his understanding are trust
worthy in the mouth. A wise man will instruct his own people; and the fruits of his 
understanding are trustworthy. A wise man shall be filled with blessing; and all 
they that see him shall call him happy. The life of man is numbered by days; an.cl 
the days of Israel are innumerable. The wise man shall inherit confidence among his 
people, and his name shall live for ever. 
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On Disease and Physicians. -An Essay 
My son, prove thy soul in thy life, and see what is evil for it, and give not that un~o 27 

it. For all things are not profitable for all men, neither hath every soul pleasure m 
every thing. Be not insatiable in any luxury, and be not greedy on the things that thou 
eatest. For in multitude of meats there shall be disease, and surfeiting shall come 
nigh unto colic. Because of surfeiting many have perished; but he that taketh heed 
sha II prolong his life. 

Honour a physician according to thy need of him with the honours due unto him; 38 
fo,· verily the Lord hath created him. For from the Most High cometh healing; and 
f ram the king he shall receive a gift. The skill of the physician shall lift up his head; 
and in the sight of great men he shall be admired. The Lord created medicines out 
oi the earth; and a prudent man will have no disgust at them. Was not water made 
sweet with wood, that the virtue thereof might be known? And he gave men skill, 6 
that they might be glorified in his marvellous works. With them doth he heal a man, 
and taketh away his pain. With these will the apothecary make a confection; and 
his works shall not be brought to an end; and from him is peace upon the face of the 
earth. 

l\Iy son, in thy sickness be not negligent; but pray unto the Lord, and he shall heal 9 
thee. Put away wrong doing, and order thine hands aright, and cleanse thy heart 
from all manner of sin. Give a sweet savour, and a memorial of fine flour; and make 
fat thine offering, as one that is not. Then give place to the physician, for verily the 
Lord hath created him; and let him not go from thee, for thou hast need of him. 
There i,s a time when in their very hands is the issue for good. For they also shall 14 
beseech the Lord, that he may prosper them in giving relief and in healing for the 
maintenance of life. He that sinneth before his l\Iaker, let him fall into the hands of 
the physician. 

On Mourning for the Dead. - An Essay 
~fy son, let thy tears fall over the dead, and as one that suffereth grievously begin 16 

lamentation; and wind up his body according to his due, and neglect not his buri'}l; 
make bitter weeping, and make passionate wailing, and let thy mourning be according 
to his desert, for one day or two, lest thou be evil spoken of: - and so be comforted 
for thy sorrow. For -

Of sorrow cometh death; 
.-\ nd sorrow of heart will bow down the strength, 

In calamit v sorrow a}<:;o remaineth · 
.-\nd tht:. poor man'~ life is griev~us to the heart. 

Give not thy heart unto sorrow; put it away, remembering'the last end; forget it not, 20 

for there is no returning again; him thou shalt not profit, and thou wilt hurt thyself. 
Remember the sentence upon him, for so also shall thine be: yesterday for me and 
tn-day for thee. When the dead is at rest, let his remembrance rest; and be comforted 
for him, when his spirit departeth from him. 

Essay : The Wisdom of Business and the Wisdom of Leisure 
'.fhe wisdom of the scribe cometh by opportunity of leisure; and he that hath little 24 

bus1.ness .shall become wise. How shall he become wise that holdeth the plow, that 
gloneth m the shaft of the goad, that driveth oxen, and is occupied in their labours, 
and whose discourse is of the stock of bulls? He will set his heart upon turning his 
furrows; and his wakefulness is to give his heifers their fodder. So is every artificer 
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and workmaster, that passeth his time by night as by day; they that cut gravings of 
signets, and his diligence is lo make great variety; he will set his heart to preserve 

28 likeness in his portraiture, and will be wakeful to finish his work. So is the smith sit
ting by the anvil, and considering the unwrought iron; the vapour of the fire will 
waste his flesh, and in the heat of the furnace will he wrestle with his work; th~ noise of 
the hammer will be ever in his ear, and his eyes are upon the pattern of the vessel· 
he will set his heart upon perfecting his works, and he will be wakeful to adorn the~ 

2 9 perfectly. So is the potter sitting at his work, and turning the wheel about with his 
feet, who is alway anxiously set at his work, and all his handywork is by number; he 
will fashion the clay with his arm, and will bend its strength in front of his feet; he 
will apply his heart to finish the glazing, and he will be wakeful to make clean the 
furnace. All these put their trust in their hands; and each becometh wise in his own 
work. Without these shall not a city be inhabited, and men shall not sojourn nor 

33 walk up and down therein. They shall not be sought for in the council of the people, 
and in the assembly they shall not mount on high; they shall not sit on the seat of the 
judge, and they shall not understand the covenant of judgement; neither shall they 
declare instruction and judgement, and where parables are they shall not be found. 
But they will maintain the fabric of the world; and in the handywork of their craft 
is their prayer. 

39 Not so he that hath applied his soul, and meditateth in the law of the Most High. 
He will seek out the wisdom of all the ancients, and will be occupied in prophecies. 
He will keep the discourse of the men of renown, and will enter in amidst the subtiltics 
of parables. He will seek out the hidden meaning of proverbs, and be conversant in 

4 the dark sayings of parables. He will serve among great men, and appear before 
him that ruleth. He will travel through the land of strange nations; for he hath tried 
good things and evil among men. He will apply his heart to resort early to the Lord 
that made him, and will make supplication before the Most High, and 'will open his 

6 mouth in prayer, and will make supplication for his sins. If the great Lord will, he 
shall be filled with the spirit of understanding: he shall pour forth the words of his 
wisdom, and in prayer give thanks unto the Lord. He shall direct his counsel and 
knowledge, and in his secrets shall he meditate. He shall shew forth the instruction 
which he hath been taught, and shall glory in the law of the covenant of the Lord. 

9 Many shall commend his understanding, and so long as the world endureth, it shall 
not be blotted out; his memorial shall not depart, and his name shall live from gen
eration to generation; nations shall declare his wisdom, and the congregation shall 
tell out his praise. If he continue, he shall leave a greater name than a thousand: 
and if he die, he addeth thereto. 

BOOK IV 

Preface (with Encomium): The Works of the Lord 
12 Yet more will I utter, which I have thought upon; and I am filled as the moon at the 

full. Hearken unto me, ye holy children, and bud forth as a rose growing by a brook v/ 
water; and give ye a sweet savour as frankincense, and put forth flowers as a lily.; 
spread abroad a sweet smell, and sing a song of praise. Bless ye the Lord /or all /11.1· 
works. Magnify his name, and give utterance to his praise with the songs of your 
lips, and with harps. And thus shall ye say when ye utter his praise: -

16 All the works of the Lord are exceeding· good, and every command shall be ac-
complished in his season. None can say, What is this? wherefore is that? for in his 
season they shall all be sought out. At his word the waters stood as a heap, and the 
receptacles of waters at the word of his mouth. At his command is all his good plea-
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sure done; and there is none that shall hinder his salvation. The works of all flesh 
arc before him; and it is not possible to be hid from his eyes. He beholdeth from 
eYerlasting to everlasting; and there is nothing wonderful before him. 

None can sav, '\"hat is this? wherefore is that? for all things are created for their 21 

uses. His blessln~ covered the dry land as a river, and saturated it a.s a flood. As he 
hath turned the waters into saltness, so shall the heathen inherit his wrath. His ways 
arc plain unto the holy; so are they sturnblingblocks unto the wicked. Good things 
are created from the beginning for the good; so are evil things for sinners. The chief 
oi: II things necessarv for the life of man are water, and fire, and iron, and sr:t, and 
ilPur d ".heat, and honey, and milk, the blood of the grape, and oil, and clothing. 
:\II these things a re for good lo the godly; so to the sinners they shall be turned into Z7 
nil. There be winds that are created for vengean<:e, and in their fury lay on their 
scourges hea,·ily; in the time of consummation they pour out their strength, and shall 
appease the wrath of him that made them. Fire, and hail, and famine, and death -
all these are created for vengeance; teeth of wild beasts, and scorpions and adders, 
and a sword punishing the ungodly unto destruction. They shall rejoice in his com- 31 
mandment, and shall be made ready upon earth, when need is; and in their seasons 
they shall not transgress his word. 

Therefore from the begi1111ing I was resoli•ed, and I thought this, and left it in writ- 32 
i11g. All tltc works of lite Lord are good: and he will supply every need in its season. 
A 11d 11011e can say, This is worse than that: for they shall all be well approved in their 
seaso11. And 11ow with all your heart and mouth sing ye praises, and bless the name 
oj tlte Lord. 

The Burden of Life. -An Essay 
Great travail is created for every man, and a heavy yoke is upon the sons of Adam, 40 

from the day of their coming forth from their mother's womb, until the day for their 
burial in the mother of all things. The expectation of things to come, and the day 
of death, trouble their thoughts, and cause fear of heart; from him that sitteth upon 
a throne of glory ewn unto him that is humbled in earth and ashes; from him that 
weareth purple and a crown e\·cn unto him that is clothed with a hem pen frock. 
There is wrath, and jealousy, and trouble, and disquiet, and fear of death, and anger, s 
and strife. And in the time of rest upon his bed his night sleep doth change his knowl
~dge. A little or nothing is his resting, and afterward in his sleep, as in a day of keep
ing walch, he is troubled in the vision of his heart, as one that hath escaped from the 
front of battle; in the \"cry time of his deliverance he awaketh, and marvellelh that the 
fear is nought. It is thus with all flesh, from man to beast; and upon sinners seven- a 
fold more. Death, and bloodshed, and strife, and sword, calamities, famine, tr.ib
ulation, and the scourge: all these things were created for the wicked, and because of 
them came the Flood. 

A Garden of Blessings 
A Pair of Sonnets 

I 

All things that are of the earth turn to the earth again; n 
And all things that are of the waters return into the sea. 

All bribery and injustice shall be blotted out; 
And good faith shall stand for ever. 

The goods of the unjust shall be dried up like a river, 
And like a great thunder in rain shall go off in noi~- • 
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In opening hi.s hands a man shall be made glad; 
So shall transgressors utterly fail. 

The children of the ungodly shall not put forth many branches; 
And are as unclean roots upon a sheer rock. 

The sedge that groweth upon every water and bank of a river 
Shall be plucked up before all grass. 

Bounty is as a GARDEN OF BLESSINGS, 
And almsgiving endureth for ever. 

JI 

The life of on_e that laboureth and is contented 
Shall be made sweet; 

And he that findeth a treasure is above both. 
Children, and the building of a city, 
Establish a man's name; 

And a blameless wife is counted above both. 
Wine and music 
Rejoice the heart; 

And the love of wisdom is above both. 
The pipe and the psaltery 
Make pleasant melody; 

And a pleasant tongue is above both. 
Thine eyes shall desire 
Grace and beauty; 

And above both the green blade of com. 
A friend and a companion 
Never meet amiss; 

And a wife with her husband is above both. 
Brethren and succour 
Are for a time of affiiction; 

And almsgiving is a deliverer above both. 
Gold and silver 
Will make the foot stand sure; 

And counsel is esteemed above them both. 
Riches and strength 
Will lift up the heart; 

And the fear of the Lord is above both. 

There is' nothing wanting in the fear of the Lord, 
And there is no need to seek help therein. 

The fear of the Lord is as a GAR.DEN OF BLESSING, 
And covereth a man above all glory. 

A Maxim 
28 My son, lead not a beggar's life," 

Better it is to die than to beg. 
A man that looketh unto the table of another, his life is not to be counted for a 

life; he will pollute his soul with another man's meats: but a man wise and well· 
instructed will beware thereof. In the mouth of the shameless begging will be sweet; 

• and in his belly a fire shall be kindled. 
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On Death. - A Sonnet 
0 Death, 

How bitter is the remembrance of thee 
To a man that is at peace in his possessions, 
Unto the man that hath nothing to distract him, 
And hath prosperity in all things, 
And that still hath strength to receive meat! 

0 Death, 
Acceptable is thy sentence 

Ecclesiastic us 

Unto a man that is needy, and that faileth in strength, 
That is in extreme old age, 
And is distracted about all things, 
And is pen"erse, and hath lost patience ! 

Fear not the sentence of Death; 
Remember them that have been before thee, 
And that come after. 

This is the sentence from the Lord over all flesh: 
And why dost thou refuse, 
When it is the good pleasure of the l\fost High? 

Whether it be ten, or a hundred, 
Or a thousand years, 

There is no inquisition of life in the grave. 

The Posterity of Sinners.-An Essay 

41 

2 

3 

4 

The children of sinners are abominable children, and they frequent the dwellings 5 
of the ungodly. The inheritance of sinners' children shall perish, and with their pos
terity shall be a perpetual reproach. Children will complain of an ungodly father, 
because they shall be reproached for his sake. · 

\Voe unto you, ungodly men, 
Which ha,·e forsaken the law of the Most High God l 

If ye be born, 
Ye shall he born lo a curse; 

If ye die, 
A curse shall he your portion. 

All things that are of the earth shall go back to the earth: so the ungodly shall go ro 
from a curse unto perdition. The mourning of men is about their bodies; but the 
name of si;rners being evil shall be blotted out. rrlave regard to thy name; for it con
tinueth witii thee longer than a thousand great treasures of gold. A good life hath 
its number of days; and a good name continueth for ever. 

Things to be ashamed of. -An Essay 
My children, keep instruction in peace: but -

Wisdom that is hie!, 
And a tn·asure that is not seen, 
What profit is in them both? 

Betln is a man that hideth his foolishness 
Than a man that hidcth his wblom. 
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16 Wherefore shew reverence to my word: for it is not good to retain every kind of 
shame; and not all things are approved by all in good faith. Be ashamed of whorc
dom before father and mother; and of a lie before a prince and a mighty man· of 
an offence before a judge and ruler; of iniquity before the congregation and the people; 
of unjust dealing before a partner and friend; and of theft, in regard of the place where 
thou sojournest, and in regard of the truth of God and his covenant; and of leaning 

20 with thine elbow at mea~; and of scurrility in the matter of giving and taking; and of 
silence before them that salute thee; and of looking upon a woman that is a harlot; 
and of turning away thy face from a kinsman; of taking away a portion or a gift; 
and of gazing upon a woman that hath a husband; of being over busy will: his maid, 
and come not near her bed; of upbraiding speeches before friends, and after thou hast 
given upbraid not; of repeating and speaking what thou hast heard; and of revealing 
of secrets. So shalt thou be truly shamefast, and find favour in the sight of every man. 

42 Of these things be not ashamed, and accept no man's person lo sin thereby: 
of the law of the Most High, and his covenant; and of judgement to do justice to 
the ungodly; of reckoning with a partner and with travellers; and of a gift from 
the heritage of friends; of exactness of balance and weights; and of getting much or 
little; of indifferent selling of merchants; and of much correction of children; and of 
making the side of an evil servant to bleed. Sure keeping is good, "·here an eYil wife 

7 is; and where many hands are, shut thou close. "Whatsoever thou har.dest over, 
let it be by number and weight; and in giving and receiving let all be in writing. Be 
not ashamed to instruct the unwise and foolish, and one of extreme old age that con
tendcth with those that arc young. And so shalt thou be well instructed indeed, and 
approved in the sight of every man living. 

Women as a Source of Trouble.-An Essay 
9 A daughter is a secret cause of wakefulness to a father; and the care for her put-

teth away sleep: in her youth, lest she pass the flower of her age; and when she is 
married, lest she should be hated; in her virginity, lest she should be defiled and be 
with child in her father's house; and when she hath a husband, lest she should trans
gress; and when she is married, lest she should be barren. Keep a strict watch over 
a headstrong daughter, lest she make thee a laughingstock to thine enemies, a byword 
in the city, and notorious among the people, and shame thee before the multitude. 

12 Look not upon every body in regard of beauty, and sit not in the midst of women; 
for from garments cometh a moth, and from a 'voman a woman's wickedness. Better 
is the wickedness of a man than a pleasant-dealing woman, and a woman which put
teth thee lo shameful reproach. 

BOOK V. - LONGER WORKS 

The Works of the Lord. - A Rhetoric Encomium 
15 I will make mention now of the works of the Lord, and will declare the I/zings thai 

I have seen. 

In the words of the Lord are his works. The sun that giveth light looketh upon 
17 all things; and the work of the Lord is full of his glory. The Lord hath not given 

power to the saints to declare all his marvellous works; which the Almighty Lord 
firmly settled, that whatsoever is might be established in his glory. He searcheth out 
the deep, and the heart, and he hath understanding of their cunning devices; for the 
Most High knoweth all knowledge, and he looketh into the signs of the world, de-
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daring the things that are past, and the things that shall he, and revealing the traces 
of hidden things. No lhought escapeth him; there is not a word hid from him. The 20 

mi.,ht\" works of his wisdom he hath ordered, who is from e\·eriasting to e1·erlasting: 
notJ1ing hath been added unto them, nor diminished from them; and he had no need 
of any counsellor. How desirable are all his works! One may behold this even 
llnto <. spark. All these things li\'e and remain for ever in all manner of uses, and 
the\' ar~ all obedient. All things arc double one against another; and he hath 
made nothing imperfect. One thing cstablisheth the good things of another; and 
who shall be filled with beholding his glory? 

The pride of the height is the firn1ament in its clearness, the appearance of heaven, 43 
in the spectacle of its glory. The sun when he appeareth, bringing tidings as he goeth 
forth, is a man·cllous instrument, the work of the Most High. At his noon he drielh 
up the country, :ind who shall stand against his burning heat? A man blowing a 
furnace is in works of heat, but the sun three limes more, burning up the mountains: 
breathing out fiery vapours, and sending forth bright beams, he dimmeth the eyes. 
Great is the Lord that made him; and at his word he hasteneth his course. 

The moon also is in all things for her season, for a declaration of times, and a sign 6 
of the world. 

From the moon is the sign of the frast day; 
A light that wan<"th whL'n she is come to the full. 

The month is called after her name, 
Incrrasin~ wonderfully in her changing; 

An iPstrument of the hosts on high, 
Shining forth in the firmament of heaven; 

The beauty of heaven, the glory of the sta,., 9 
An ornament J?iving light in the highest places of the Lord. 

At the word of the Holy One they will s:and in due order, 
And they will not faint in their watches. 

Look upon the rainbow, and praise him that made it; exceeding beautiful in the 
brightness thereof. It cornpasscth the heaven round about with a circle of glory; 
the hands of the :\lost High ha\'e stretched it. 

By his commandment he maketh the snow to fall apace, and sendcth swiftly the 1:i 

lightnings of his judgement. By reason thereof the treasure-houses are opened; and 
clouds fly forth as fowls. By his mighty power he rnaketh strong the clouds, and the 
hailstones are broken small; and at his appearing the mountains will be shaken, and 
at his will the south wind will blow. The voice of his thunder rnakcth the earth to 
lral"ail; so duth the northern stonn and the whirlwind. As birds flying down he 
sprinkleth the snow, and as the lighting of the locust is the falling down thereof: the 1s 
eye will rnarl"cl at the beauty of its whiteness, and the heart will be astonished at the 
raining of it. The hoar frost also he poureth on the earth as salt; and when it is 
congealed, it is as points of thorns. The cold north wind shall blow, and the ice shall 
be congealed on the water: it shall lodge upon every gathering together of water, and 
the w1ter shall put on as it were a breastplate. It shall devour the mountains, and 21 

~JUm up the wilderness, and consume the l(reen herb as fire. A mist corning speedily 
is the healing of all things; a dew coming after heat shall bring cheerfulness. By his 
counsPl he hath stilled the deep, and planted islands therein. They that sail on the 
sea tell of the dani!Cr thereof; and when we hear it with our ears, we marvel. Therein 
be also those strange and wondrous works, variety of all that hath life, the race of sea· 
monsters. 

By reason of him his end hath success, and by his word all things consist. We may 26 
say many things, yet shall we not attain; and the sum of our words is, He is all. 
How shall we ha vc strength to glorify him? for he is himself the great one above all his 
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works. The _Lord is terrible an? exceeding great; and ma,rvellous is his power. 
3o When ye glorify the Lord, exalt him as much as ye can, for even yet will he exceed: 

and when ye exalt him, put forth your full strength; be not weary, for ye will never 
attain. Who hath seen him that he may declare him? and who shall magnify him 
as he is? Many things are hidden greater than these; for we have seen but a few 
of his works. For the Lord made all things; and to the godly gave he wisdom. 

Praise of Famous Men. - A Rhetoric Encomium 
44 Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers that begat us. The Lord man-

ifested in them great glory, even his mighty power from the beginning. Such as did 
bear rule in their kingdoms, and were men renowned for their power, giving counsel 
by their understanding; such as have brought tidings in prophecies; leaders of the 
people by their counsels, and by their understanding men of learning for the people 
- wise were their words in their instruction; such as sought out musical tunes, and 

6 set forth verses in writing; rich men furnished with ability, living peaceably in their 
habitations: all these were honoured in their generations, and wer~ a glory in their 
days. There be of them, that have left a name behind them, to declare their praises. 
And some there be which have no memorial; who are perished as though they had 
not been, and are become as though they had not been born; and their children after 
them. But these were men of mercy whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten. 

11 With their seed shall remain continually a good inheritance; their children are 
within the covenants. Their seed slandeth fast, and their children for their sakes. 
Their seed shall remain for ever, and their glory shall not be blotted out. Their 
bodies were buried in peace, and their name liveth to all generations. Peoples 
will declare their wisdom, and the congregation telleth out their praise. 

16 Enoch pleased the Lord, and was translated, being an example of repentance to all 
generations. Noah was found perfect and righteous; in the season of wrath he was 
taken in exchange for the world; therefore was there left a remnant unto the earth 
when the Flood came. Everlasting covenants were made with him, that all flesh 
should no more be blotted out by a flood. 

19 Abraham was a great father of a multitude of nations, and there was none found 
like him in glory: who kept the law of the Most High, and was taken into covenant with 
him; in his flesh he established the covenant, and when he was proved he was found 
faithful. Therefore he assured him by an on.th that the nations should be blessed in 
his seed; that he would multiply him as the dust of the earth, and exalt his seed as the 
stars, and cause them to inherit from sea to sea, and from the River unto the utmost 

22 part of the earth. In Isaac also did he establish likewise, for Abraham his father's 
sake, the blessing of all men, and the covrnant. And he made it rest upon the head 
of Jacob; he acknowledged him in his blessings, n.nd gave lo him by inh~ritar.:~, and 
divided his porl;ons; among tweh·e tribes did he p:1rt them. 

•,5 And he brought out of him a man of mercy, which found favour in the sight of all 
flesh; a man beloved of God and men, even l\Ioses, whose memorial is blessed. 
I-le made him like to the glory of the saints, and magnified him in the fears of his 
enemies. By his words he caused the wonders to cease; he glorified him in the sight 
of kings; he gave him commandment for his people, and shewed him part of his glory. 

4 He sanctified him in his faithfulness and meekness; he chose him out of all flesh. 
He made him to hear his voice, and led him into the thick darkness, and gave him 
commandments face to face, even the law of life and knowledge, that he might teach 
Jacob the covenant, and Israel his judgements. . 

6 He exalted Aaron, a holy man like unto him, even his brother, of the tribe of Levi. 
He established for him an everlasting covenant, and gave him the priesthood of the 
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people. He beautified him with comely ornaments, and girded him about with a 
robe of glory. He clothed him with the perfection of exultation; and strengthened B 
him with apparel of honour, the linen breeches, the long robe, and the ephod. And he 
compassed him with pomegranates of gold, and with many hells round about, to send 
forth a sound as he went, to make a sound that might be heard in the temple, for a 
memorial to the children of his people; with a holy garment, with gold and blue and 10 

purple, the work of the embroiderer; with an oracle of judgement, even with the 
l"rim and Thummim; with twisted scarlet, the work of the craftsman; with precious 
stones gra,·cn like a si~et, in a setting of gold, the work of the jeweller, for a memorial 
engra,·cd in writing, after the number of the tribes of Israel; with a crown of gold upon 
die mitre, ha,·ing gra\'en on it, as on a siRJlet, HOLINESS, an ornament of honour, a 
work of might, the desires of the eyes, goodly and beautiful. Before him there never 13 
ha\·e been any such; no stranger put them on, but his sons only and his offspring per
petually. His sacrifices shall be wholly consumed every day twice continually. Moses 
consecrated him, and anointed him with holy oil: it was unto him for an everlasting 
covenant, and to his seed, all the days of heaven, to minister unto him, and to execute 
also the priest's office, and bless his people in his name. He chose him out of all 16 
li\'ing to ofTer sacrifice to the Lord, incense, and a sweet savour, for a memorial, to 
make reconciliation for thy people. He gave unto him in his commandments, yea, 
authority in the covenants of judgements, to teach Jacob the testimonies, and to en
lighten Israel in his law. Strangers gathered themselves together against him, and 1B 
em·ied him in the wilderness, even Dathan and Abiram with their company, and the 
congregation of Korah, with wrath and anger. The Lord saw it, and it displeased 
him; and in the wrath of his anger they were destroyed: he did wonders upon them, 
lo consume them with flaming fire. And he added glory to Aaron, and gave him a 20 

heritage: 
He divided unto him the first fruits of the increase; 

And first did he prepare bread in abundance: 
For they shall eat the sacrifices of the L.ird, 

Which he gave unto him and to his seed. 
How be it in the land of the people he shall have no inheritance; 

And he hath no portion among the people: 
F'.)r He himself is thy portion and inheritance. 

And Phinehas the son of Eleazar is the third in glory, in that he was zealous in the 23 
fear of the Lord, and stood fast in the good forwardness of his soul when the people 
turned away, and he made reconciliation for Israel. Therefore was there a covenant 
of peace established for him, that he should be leader of the saints and of his people; 
that he and his seed should have the di6'1lity of the priesthood for ever. Also he made 25 
a covenant with David the son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah: the inheritance of 
the king is his alone from son to son. So the Inheritance of Aaron is also unto his seed. 
God giY_e you wisdom in your heart to judge his people in righteousness, that their 
good things be not abolished, and that their glory endure for all their generations. 

Joshua the son of Nun was valiant in war, and was the successor of l\foses in 46 
prophecies: who according to his name was made great for the saving of Gcd's elect, 
to t.ak_e ve~geance of the enemies that rose up against them, that he might give Israel 
their ~nhentance. How was he glorified in the lifting up his hands, and in stretching 
out his sword against the cities! Who before him so stood fast? For the Lord him
self brought his enemies unto him. Did not the sun go back by his hand? And did 4 
not one day become as two? He called upon the Most High and Mighty One, when 
lus f~es pressed him round about; and the great Lord heard him. With hailstones 
of mighty power he caused war to break violently upon the nation, and in the going 
down he destroyed them that resisted; that the nations might know his armour, how 
that he fought m the sight of the Lord; for he followed after the Mighty One. Also 7 
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in the time of Moses he did a work of mercy, he and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, in 
that they withstood the adversary, hindered the people from sin, and stilled themurmur-

8 ing of wickedness. And of six hundred.thousand people on foot, they two alone were 
preserved to bring them into the heritage, even into a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Also the Lord gave strength unto Caleb, and it remained with him unto his old age; 
so that he entered upon the height of the land, and his seed obtained it for a heritage: 
that all the children of Israel might see that it is good to walk after the Lord. 

II Also the judges, every one by his name, all whose hearts went not a whoring, and 
who turned not away from the Lord, may their memorial be blessed, May their 
bones flourish again out of their place, and may the name of them that have been 
honoured be renewed upon their children. 

13 Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, beloved of his Lord, established a kingdom, and 
anointed princes over his people. By the law of the Lord he judged the congregation, 
and the Lord visited Jacob, By his faithfulness he was proved to be a prophet, and 
by his words he was known to be faithful in vision, Also when his enemies pressed 
him round about he called upon the Lord, the Mighty One, with the offering of the 
sucking lamb; and the Lord thundered from heaven, and with a mighty sound 

18 made his voice to be heard. And he utterly destroyed the rulers of the Tyrians, and 
all the princes of the Philistines. Also before the time of his long sleep he made pro
testations in the sight of the Lord and his anointed; "I have nol taken any man's 
goods, so much as a shoe:" and no man did accuse him. And after he fell asleep 
he prophesied, and showed the king his end, and lifted up his voice from the earth iu 
prophecy, to blot out the wickedness of the people. 

47 And after him rose up Nathan to prophesy in the days of David. As is the fat 
when it is separated from the peace offering, so was David separated from the children 
of Israel. He played with lions as with kids, and with bears as with lambs of the 
flock. In his youth did he not slay a giant, and lake away reproach from the people, 
when he lifted up his hand with a sling stone and beat down the boasting of Goliath? 

5 For he called upon the :Most High Lord; and he gave him strength in his right hand, 
to slay a ma:1 mighty in war, to exalt the horn of his peoplr. So they glorified him for 
his ten thousands, and praised him for the blessings of the Lord, in that there was given 
him a diadem of glory. For he destroyed the enemies on every side, and brought to 
nought the Philistines his adversaries, brake their horn in pieces unto this day. In 
every work of his he gave thanks to the Holy One !\lost High with words of glory; 
with his whole heart he sang praise, and loved him that made him. Also he set 

zo singers before the altar, and to make sweet melody by their music. He gave come
liness to the feasts, and set in order the seasons to perfection, while they praised his 
holy name, and the sanctuary sounded from early morning, The Lord took away 
his sins, and exalted his horn for ever; and gave him a covenant of kings, and a throne 
of glory in Israel. 

rn After him rose up a son, a man of understanding; and for his sake he dwelt at 

18 

large. Solomon reigned in days of peace; and to him God gave rest round about, 
that he might set up a house for his name, and prepare a sanctuary for ever. 

How wise wast thou made in thy youth, 
And filled as a river with understanding I 

Thy soul covered the earth, 
And thou fillc<lst it with dark parables. 

Thy name reached unto the isles afar off; 
And for thy peace thou wast beloved. 

For thy songs and proverbs and parables, 
And for thine interpretations, the countries marvelled at thee. 

By the name of the Lord God, 
Which is called the God of Israel, 
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Thou didst gather gold as tin, 
And didst multiply silver as lead. 

Thou didst bow thy loins unto women, 
Ami in thy body thou wast brought into subjection. 

Thou didst blemish thine honour, 
And profane thy seed, 

To bring wrath upon thy children, 
And I was grieved for thy folly : 

So that the sovereignty was divided, 
And out of Ephraim ruled a disobedient kingdom. 

But the Lord will never fo,_ake his mercy; 
And he will not destroy any of his works, 

Nor blot out the posterity of his elect; 

Eooleaiaaticua 

And the seed of him that loved him he will not take away, 
And he gave a remnant unto Jacob, 

And unto David a root out of him. 

2I 

And so rested Solomon with his fj.thers ;. and of his seed he left behind him Rehoboam, 2 3 
even the foolishness of the people, and one that lacked understanding, who made the 
people to revolt by his counsel. Also Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel 
to sin, and gave unto Ephraim a way of sin. And their sins were multiplied exceed
ingly, to remove them from their land. For they sought out all manner of wicked
ness, till vengeance should come upon them. 

Also there arose Elijah the prophet as fire, and his word burned like a torch: who 48 
brought a famine upon them, and by his zeal made them few in number. By the word 
of the Lord he shut up the hea\·en: thrice did he thus bring down fire. 

How wast thou glorified, 0 Elijah, in thy wondrous deeds! 4 
And who shall glory like unto thee~ 

\Vho did raise up a dead man from death, 
And from the place of the dead by the word of the Most High; 

Who brought down kings to destruction, 
And honourable men from their bed; 

Who heard rebuke in Sinai, 7 
And judgements of \"cngcance in Horeb; 

Who anointed kings for retribution, 
And prophets lo succeed after him; 

Who was takrn up in a tempest of lire, 
In a chariot of lien· horses; 

\Vho was recorded fr;r reproofs in their sca£ons, 10 

To pacify anger before it brake forth into wrath; 
To turn the heart of the father unto the son, 

And to restore the tribes of Jacob. 

Ble~sed are they that saw thee 11 

And they that have been beautified with love; 
For we also shall surl'ly live. 

Elijah it was who was wrapped in a tempest: and Elisha was filled with his spirit; 12 

and in all his days he was not moved by the fear of any ruler, and no one brought him 
int" subjection. Nothing was loo high for him; and when he was laid on sleep his 
body prophesied. As in his life he did wonders, so in death were his works marvellous. 

For all this the people repented not, and they departed not from their sins, till 15 
they were carried away as a spoil from their land, and were scattered through all the 
earth; and the people was left very few in number, and a ruler was left in the house of 
David. Some of them did that which was pleasing to God, and some multiplied 
sins. 
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17 Hezekiah for~ifie.d his city, an_d brought in water into the mids~ of them: he digged 
the sheer rock with iron, and butlded up wells for waters. In his days Sennacherib 
came up, and sent R~bsh~keh.' and departed; and he lifted.up his hand against Sion, 
and boasted great thmgs m his arrogancy. Then were their hearts and their hands 
shaken, and they were in pain, as women in travail; and they called upon the Lord 
which is merciful, spreading forth their hands unto him: and the Holy One heard 
them speedily out of heaven, and delivered them by the hand of Isaiah. He smote 

22 the camp of the Assyrians, and his angel utterly destroyed them. For Hezekiah did 
that which was pleasing to the Lord, and was strong in the ways of Da\'id his father, 
which Isaiah the prophet commanded, who was great and faithful in his vision. In 
his days the sun went backward; and he added life to the king. He saw by an 
excellent spirit what should come to pass at the last; and he comforted them that 
mourned in Sion. He shewed the things that should be to the encl of time, and the 
hidden things or ever they came. 

49 The memorial of Josiah is like the composition of incense prepared by the work of 
the apothecary: it shall be sweet as honey in every mouth, and as music at a ban
quet of wine. He behaved himself uprightly in the c!mversion of the people, and took 
away the abominations of iniquity. He set his heart right toward the Lord: in the 
days of wicked men he made godliness to prevail. Except 'David and Hezekiah 
and Josiah, all committed trespass: for they forsook the law of the l\Iost High; the 
kings of Judah failed. For they gave their power unto others, and their glory to a 
strange nation. They set on fire the chosen city of the sanctuary, and made her 
streets desolate, as it was written by the hand of Jeremiah. For they entreated him 
evil; and yet he was sanctified in the worn b to be a prophet, to root out, and to afflict, 
and to destroy; and in like manner to build and to plant. 

It was Ezekiel who saw the vision of glory, which God shewed him upon the 
chariot of the cherubim; -

For verily he remembered the enemies in storm, 
And to do good to them that directed their ways aright. -

ro Also of the twelve prophets may the bones flourish again out of their place! -

And he comforted Jacob, 
And delivered them by confidence of hope. -

u How shall we magnify Zerubbabel? -

And he was as a signet on the right hand;-

12 so was Jesus, the son of Josedek: who in their days builded the house, and exalted a 
people holy to the Lord, prepared for everlasting glory. Also of Nehemiah the 
memorial is great; who raised up for us the walls that were fallen, and set up the 
gates and bars, and raised up our homes again. 

14 No man was created upon the earth such as was Enoch; for he was taken up from 
the earth. Neither was there a man born like unto Joseph, a governor of his brethren, 
a stay of the people; yea, his bones were visited. Shem and Seth were glorified 
among men; and above every living thing in the creation is Adam. 

50 It was Simon, the son of Onias, the great priest, who in his life repaired the .house, 
and in his days strengthened the temple; and by him was built from the foundati~n th_e 
height of the double wall, the lofty underworks of the enclosure of the temple; m his 
days the cistern of waters was diminished, the brasen vessel in compass as the sea. It 
was he that took thought for his people that they should not fall, and fortified the city 
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against besieging. How glorious was he when the people gathered round him at s 
his coming forth out of the sanctuary: as the morning star in the midst of a cloud, as 
the moon at the full, as the sun shining forth upon the temple of the l\Iost High, and 
as the rainbow !(i\·ing light in clouds of glory; as the flower of roses in the days of new 
fruits, as lilies at the waterspring, as the shoot of the frankincense tree in the time of 
summer; as fire and incense in the censer, as a vessel all of beaten gold adorned with 
all manner of precious stones; as an olive tree budding forth fruits, and as a cypress 
growing high among the clouds! When he took up the robe of glory, and put on the 11 

perfection of exultation, in the ascent of the holy altar, he made glorious the precinct 
of the sanctuary. And when he received the portions oul of the priests' hands, him
self also standing by the hearth of the altar, his brethren as a garland round about him, 
he was as a young cedar in Libanus; and as stems of palm trees compassed they him 
round about, and all the sons of Aaron in their glory, and the Lord's offering in their 
hands, before all the congregation of Israel. And finishing the sen·ice at the altars, 14 
that he might adorn the offering of the Most High, the Almighty, he stretched out 
his hand to the cup, and poured of the blood of the grape; he poured out at the foot 
of the altar a sweet-smelling savour unto the Most High, the King of all. Then 
shouted the sons of Aaron, they sounded the trumpets of beaten work, they made a 
great noise lo be heard, for a remembrance before the Most High. Then all the 
people together hasted, and fell down upon the earth on their faces to worship their 
Lord, the Almighty, God '.\lost High. The singers also praised him with their voices; •8 
in the whole house was there made sweet melody. And the people besought the Lord 
:\lost High, in prayer before him that is merciful, till the worship of the Lord should 
be ended. And so they accomplished his service. Then he went down, and lifted 
up his hands o\'er the whole congregation of the children of Israel, to gi\'e blessing 
unto the Lord with his lips, and to glory in his name. And he bowed himself down in 
worship the second time, to declare the blessing from the Most High. 

And now bless ye the God of all, which everywhere doeth great things, which 22 

exalteth our days from the womb, and dealeth with us according to his mercy. '.\lay 
he grant us joyfulness of heart, and that peace may be in our days in Israel for the 
days of eternity: to intrust his mercy with us; and let him deliver us in his time! 
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'lll!litb tino natioM fa mJ! soul hmb, 
CZl.nb tiJr tbitb is no nation : 

{[brl! tbat sit upon tbr mountain of iiamatia, 
'!nb tbc lilbilistinrs, 

S!nb tbat foolisb proplc tbat binrllrtb in iiicbcm. 

I have written in this book 

The instruction of understanding and knowledge,· 

I Jesus 

The son of Sirach Eleazar 

Of Jerusalem 

Who out of his heart 

poured forth 

Wisdom. 

1i3Ic1111eb is f)c tf)at isf)all be mrciscb in tbm tf)ings; 
CZl.nb i)c ti)at la!!rti) tbcm up in bis bmt llball become iniisr. 

jfor if be bo tbcm, f)c sl)all be strong to all tbingis : 
jfor tbe ligbt of tbe 1!.orb is bis guibe. 
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l Prologue. - All is Vanity 
2 Vanity of vanities, sailh lhe Preacher, vanily of vanities, all is vanily. What 

pr<>lit hath man of all his labour wherein he laboureth under the sun? 
One generalion goeth, and another gencralion comclh; and lhe earth abidelh for 

l ver. The sun also ariselh, and the sun gocth down, and hasleth lo his place where lw 
ariseth. The wind goeth toward the soulh, and tumclh about unlo the norlh; it 
lumelh about continually in ils course, and the wind returnclh again to ils circuits. 

7 All the rivers run in lo lhe sea, yet the sea is not full; unto the place whilher the 
rivers go, thilher they go again. 

All lhings arc full of weariness, man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, nor lhe ear filled wilh hearing. 

That which hath been is lhat which shall be; and that which hath hecn done is 
lhat which shall be done: .and there is no new thing under the sun. Is there a thing 
whereof men say, See, this is new? it hath been already, in the ages which were 
before us. 

11 There is no rememhrancc of the former genera lions; neither shall there be any 
remembrance of the latter gencralions that arc to come among those lhat shall come 
after. 

Essay I 

(in form of a Dramatic Monologue) 

Solomon's Search for Wisdom 
12 "I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I applied my heart to 

seek and to search out by wisdom concerning all that is done under heaven: it is a 
sore travail that God halh given to the sons of men to he exercised therewith. I have 
seen all the works lhat are done under the sun; and, behold·, all is vanity, and a 
striving aflcr wind. That which is crooked cannot be made straight, and that which 

16 is wan ling cannot be numbered. I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I 
have gotten me great wisdom above all that were before me in Jerusalem; yea, my 
heart halh had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. And I applied my heart 
to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I percei,·ed that this also was a 
striving afler wind. For in much wisdom is much grief; and he that increascth 
knowledge increaselh sorrow. . 

2 "I said in mine hearl, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirlh: therefore enjoy 
pleasure. And, behold, this also was vanity. I said of la11ghler, It is marl; and of 
mirth, What doeth it? I searched in mine heart how to cheer my lll'sh with wine -
mine heart yet guiding me with wisdom - and how to lay hold on folly, till I might 
see what it was good for the sons of men that they should do under lhe hea,·en all lhe 

4 days of their life. I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me ,·ine
yards; I made me gardens and parks, and I planted trees in them of all kinds of fruit; 
I made me pools of waler, to water therefrom the forest where trees were reared. I 
bought menservants an<l maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had 

s great possessions of herds and flocks, above all that were before me in Jerusalem; I 
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gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the prov
inces. I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, 
concubines ,·cry many. So I was great, and increased more than all that were before 9 
me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me. And whatsoever mine eyes 
desired I kept not from them; I withheld not my heart from any joy: for my heart 
rejoiced because of all my labour, and this was my portion from all my labour. Then n 
I looked on all the \\'orks that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had 
laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was 
no pDtit under the sun. 

" . .\nd I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness and folly. Forwha•. can the 12 

man do that cometh after the king? even that which hath been already done. Then 
I saw that wisdom excelleth folly as far as light excelleth darkness: the wise man's 
eyc5 arc in his head, and the fool walketh in darkness: and yet I perceived that 
one e\·ent happeneth to them all. Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the is 
fool, so will it happen even to me; and why was I then more "·ise) Then I said in 
my heart, that this also was ,.a!lity. For of the wise man, e\·en as of the fool, there is 
no remembrance for c\·er; seeing that in the days to come all will ha\'e been already 
forgotten. And how doth the wise man die even as the fool! So I hated life; i7 

because the work that is wrought under the sun was grievous unto me: for all is 
vanity and a stri,·ing after wind. 

":\nd I hated all my labour wherein I laboured under the sun: seeing that I must if: 
leave it unto the man that shall be after me, and who knowcth whether he shall be a 
wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over alt my labour wherein I have laboured, 
and wherein I have shewed wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. Therefore 
I turned about to cause my heart to despair concerning all the labour wherein I had 
laboured under the sun. For there is a man whose labour is with wisdom, and with 21 

knowledge, and with skilfulneps; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he 
leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great evil. For what hath a man of 
alt his labour, and of the striving of his heart wherein he laboureth under the sun? 
For all his days are but sorrows, and his travail is grief: yea, eYen in the night his 
heart taketh no rest. This also is vanity. 

"There is nothing better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and make his 24 
soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it is from the hand of God. 
For who can eat, or who can have enjoyment, more than I? For to the man that 
pleaseth him God giveth wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he 
gi\'eth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give lo him that pleaseth God. 
This also is vanity and a striving after wind." 

Essay II. -The Philosophy of Times and Seasons 
To every thing there is a srason, 
And a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

A time to be born, 
And a time to die; 

A time lo plant, 
And a time lo pluck up tbat which is planted; 

A time to kill, 
And a time to heal; 

A time to break down, 
And a time to build up; 
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4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

A time to weep, 
And a time to laugh; 

A time to mourn, 
And a time to dance; 

--16 The Books of Wisdom 

A time to cast away stones, 
And a time to gather stones together; 
A time to embrace, 

And a time to refrain from embracing; 

A time to seek, 
And a time to lose; 

A time to keep, 
And a time to cast away; 

A time to rend, 
And a time to sew ; 

A time to keep silence, 
And a time to speak; 

A time to love, 
And a time to hate; 
A time ior war, 

And a time for peace. 

9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth? I have seen the 
travail which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised therewith. He hath 
made every thing beautiful in its time: also, he hath set the world in their heart, yet so that 
man cannot find out the work that God hath done from the beginning even to the end. 

12 I know that there is nothing better for them, than to rejoice, and to get good so long 
as they live: and also, that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy good in all his 
labour, is the gift of God. I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: 
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God hath done it, that men 
should fear before him. That which is hath been already; and that which is to be 
hath already been: and God seeketh again that which is passed away. 

16 And moreover I saw under the sun, in the place of judgement, that wickedness was 
there; and in the place of righteousness, that wickedness was there. - I said in 
mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there 
for every purpose and for every work. -I said in mine heart, It is because of the sons 
of men, that God may prove them, and that they may see that they themselves are but 

19 as beasts. For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing 
befalleth them. As the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; 
and man hath no preeminence above the beasts: for all is vanity. All go unto one 
place; all are of the dust, and all tum to dust again. Who knoweth the spirit of man 
whether it 12:oelh upward, and the spirit of the beast whether it goeth downward to the 
earth? Wherefore I saw that there is nothin12: better, than that a man should rejoice 
in his works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him back to see what shall 
be after him? 

4 Then I returned and saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun: and 
behold, the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the 
side of their oppressors there was power, but they had no comforter. Wherefore I 
praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet alive; 
yea, better than them both did I esteem him which hath not yet been, who hath not 

4 seen the evil work that is done under the sun. . Then I saw all labour and every skilful 
work, that it cometh of a man's rivalry with his neighbour: this also is vanity and a 
striving after wind. - The fool fol'1eth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh. 
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- Better is an handful of quietness, than two handfuls of labour and striving after 
wind. Then I returned and saw vanity under the sun. There is one that is alone, 7 
and he hath not a second; yea, he hath neither son nor brother; yet is there no end 
of all his labour, neither are his eyes satisfied with riches. For whom then, saith he, 
do I labour, and deprive my soul of good? This also is vanity, yea, it is a sore travail. 

Miscellanea. - Four Maxims 
Two are heller titan one: because they ha Ye a good reward for their labour. For 9 

if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth, 
and hath not another lo lift him up. Again, if two lie together, then they have 
warn1th: but how can one be warm a.lone? And if a man prevail against him that is 
alone, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

* Better is a poor and wise youth 13 
Than an old and foolish king, 

A'ho knoweth not how to receive admonition any more. For out of prison he came 15 
forth to be king; yea, even in his kingdom he was born poor. I saw all the living 
which walk under the sun, that they were with the youth, the second, that stood up in 
his stea<l. There was no end of all the people, even of all them over whom he was: 
yet they that come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and a 
striving after wind. 

* 
R.~ep thy foot when thou J:Oesl to the house of God: for to draw nigh to hear is better 5 

than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they know not that they do evil. Be not rash 
with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God; for 
God is in heaven, and thou upon earth, therefore let thy words be few. For a dream 
oometh with a multitude of business; and a fool's voice with a multitude of words. 
\\'hen thou rnwest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in 4 
fools: pay that which thou rnwest. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than 
chat thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; 
neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be 
angry at thy Yoirc, and destroy the work of thine hands? For thus it cometh to pass 
through the multitude of dreams and vanities and many words: but fear thou God 

* If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and the Yiolent taking away of judgements 
and justic in a province, marvel not at. the matter: for -

One higher than the high regardeth; 
And there be higher than they. 

But the profit of a land every way is a king that maketh himself servant to the field. 9 

Essay Ill. - The Vanity of Desire 
He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance 10 

with increase: this also is vanity. When goods increase, they are increased that eat 
them: and what advantage is there to the owner thereof, saving the beholding of 
them with his eyes? 
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The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the ful
ness of the rich will not suffer him to sleep. 

13 There is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept by 
the owner thereof to his hurt; and those riches perish by evil adventure; and if he 
hath begotten a son, there is nothing in his hand. As he came forth of his mother's 
womb, naked shall he go again as he came, and shall take nothing for his labour, 
which he may carry away in his hand. And this also is a grievous evil, that in all 
points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath he that he laboureth for the 

17 wind? All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he is sore vexed and hath sick
ness and wrath. 

Behold, that which I have seen to be good and to be comely is for one to eat and 
to drink, and to enjoy good in all his labour, wherein he laboureth under the sun, all 

19 the days of his life which God hath given him: for this is his portion. Every man 
also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath gi,·en him power to eat 
thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour: this is the gift of Goel 
For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in 

6 the joy of his heart. There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is heavy 
upon men: a man to whom God giveth riches, wealth, and honour, so that he lacketh 
nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat 
thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease. If a man 
beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, 
but his soul be not filled with good, and moreover he have no burial: I say, that an 

4 untimely birth is better than he. For it cometh in vanity, and departeth in darkness, 
and the name thereof is covered with darkness; moreo\·er it hath not seen the sun nor 
known it: this hath rest rather than the other -- yea, though he li,·e a thousand years 
!'.Vice told, and yet en joy no good: do not all go to one place? 

7 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled. For 
what advantage hath the wise more than the· fool, or the poor man that hath 
understanding, in walking before the living:> Better is the sight of the eyes than 
the wandering of the desire: this also is vanity and a striving after wind. Whatso
ever he be, his name was given him long ago, and it is known that he is l\IAN: neither 
can he contend with him that is mightier than he. 

11 Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the better? For 

7 

who knoweth what is good for man in his life, all the days of his vain life which he 
spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall be after him under tbe 
sun? 

Miscellanea 
A good name is better than precious oi11t111ent; 
And the day of death titan tire day of one's birth. 

It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting: 
for that is the end of all men, and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better 

4 than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made glad. The 
heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of 
mirth. It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of 
fools. For as the crackling of thorns under a put, so is the laughter of the fool. 
This 11.lso is vanity. 
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Surely extortion maketh a wise man foolish; 
And a gift destroyeth the understanding. 

* 

Ecclesiastes 

7 

Beller is the end of a t/1i11g than the beginning thereof: 8 
And the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 

Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry; for anger resteth in the bosom of fools. 
Sav not thou \\"hat is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou 
do.st not inq~ire wisely concerning this. 

* Jrisdom is us 1:1wd as an in/1cril111rce: yea, more excellent is it for them that see II 
the ,;un. For \ri:;dom is a defence, even as money is a defence: but the excellency 
of knowledge is that wisdom preserveth the life of him that hath it. 

* Consider the work of God: 
For wlw can make that straight 
Which he hath made crooked? 

In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God 
hath ewn made the one side by side with the other, to the end that man should not 
find out any thing that shall be after him. 

* 

13 

All this haw I seen in the days of my Yanity: there is a righteous man that perish- 15 
eth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his 
e 1·il-doing. · 

Be not righteous over much; 
Neither make thyself uver wise: 

IVhy shouldest tltou destroy thyself? 
Be not over much wicked; 
Neither be thou foolish: 

II' hy s/1ouldcst thou die before thy time? 

It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from that withdraw not 
thine hand: for he that fcareth God shall come forth of them all. 

* 

17 

lVisdom is a stre111:th to the wise man 19 
11/ore than ten rulers which are in a city. 

l'or there is not a righteous man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not. 
Abo take not heed unto all words that are spoken, lest thou hear thy servant curse 
thee; for oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast 
cursed others. 

Essay IV. - The Search for Wisdom with Notes by the Way 
:\II thi:; ha\"c I prowd in wisdom. I said, I will be wise, but it was far from me: 23 

that which is is far ofT, and exceeding deep: who can find it out? I turned about, 
and my heart was set to know an<l to search out, and to seek wisdom and the reason 
of things, and to know that wickedness is folly, and that foolishness is madness. 

And I find a thing more bitter than death: even the woman whose heart is snares 
and nets, and her hands as bands; whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her but 
the sinner shall be taken by her. ' 
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27 Behold, this have I found, saith the Preacher, laying one thing to another to find 
out the account, which my soul still seeketh, but I have not found: one man ~mong a 
thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not found. 

Behold? this o.nly have I found: that God made man upright, but they have sought 
out many mvent1ons. 

8 Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing? A 
man's wisdom maketh his face to shine, and the hardness of his face is changed. 

I counsel thee, Keep the king's command: and that in regard of the oath of God. 
Be n:it hasty ::i go out of his presence; persist not in an evil thing: for he doeth 
whatsoever pleaseth him. Because -

The king's word hath power; 
And who may say unto him, What doest thou? 

5 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall know no evil thing; and a wise man's heart 
discerneth time and judgement. For to every purpose there is a time and judgement; 
because the misery of man is great upon him, for he knoweth not that which shall be. 
For who can tell him how it shall be? There is no man that hath power over the 
spirit to retain the spirit, neither hath he power over the day of death; and there is 
no discharge in that war. Neither shall wickedness deliver him that is given to it. 

q All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the 
sun. There is a time wherein one man hath power over another to his hurt: and 
withal I saw the wicked buried, and they came to the grave; and they that had done 
right went away from the holy place, and were forgotten in the city. This also is 
vanity. Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore 

12 the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. Though a sinner do evil 
an hundred times, and prolong his days, yet surely I know that it shall be well with 
them that fear God, which fear before him: but it shall not be well with the wicked, 
neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not 
before God. 

14 There is a vanity which is done upon the earth: that there be righteous me11, 
unto whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again, there be wicked 
men, to whom it happeneth according to the work of the righteous. I said that this 
also is vanity. Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under 
the sun, than to eat and to drink and to be merry; and that this should accompany 
him in his labour all the days of his life which God hath given him under the sun. 

16 When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done 
upon the earth - for also there is that neither day nor night seL _h sleep with his 
eyes-then I beheld all the work of God, that man cannot find out the work that is 
done under the sun: because however much a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall 
not find it; yea moreover, though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not bC' 

9 able to find it. For all this I laid to my heart, even to explore all this: that the 
righteous and the wise, and their works, are in the hand of God; whether it be Jo,·e 
or hatred, man knoweth it not, all is before them. All things come alike to all: there 
is one event to the righteous and to the wicked; to the good and to the dean and to 
the unclean; to him that sacrificeth and to him that sacrifice th not: as is the good, 

3 so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath_ This is an el'il 
in all that is done under the sun, that there is one event unto all. Yea also, the 
heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, 
and after that they go to the dead. For w him that is joined with all the living there 

sis hope - for a living ·dog is better than a dead lion - for the living know that they 
shall die: let the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a rcwar~. 
For the memory of them is forgotten: as well their love as their hatred and their 
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en '"Y is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that 
is done under the sun. 

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for 7 
God hath already accepted thy works. Let thy gannents be always white; and let 
nut thy head lack ointment. Li1·e joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the 
days of the life of thy rnnity, which he hath given thee under the sun, - all the days 
of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in life, and in thy labour wherein thou labourest 
under the sun. ""hatsoever thy hand fmdeth lo do, do it with thy might; for there 
is no work, nor dc1·icc, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the gra\"C whither thou goest. 

I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle II 
t0 the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, 
nor yet farnur lo men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all. For 
man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the 
Lirds that are caught in the snare, even so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, 
"·hen it falleth suddenly upon them. 

I ha1·c als' O'cen wisdom under the sun on this wise, and it seemed great unto me. 13 
There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against 
it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it. Now there was found in 
it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered 
that same poor man. Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless 10 

the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. 

Miscellanea 
The words of the wise spoken in quiet are heard 
More than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. 

* Wisdom is better than weapons of war: 
But one sinner destroyeth much good. 

* Dead flies cause the ointment of the perfumer to send forthastinkingsavour: 10 
So doth a little folly outweigh wisdom and honour. 

* A wise man's heart is at his right hand; 
But a fool's heart at his left. 

Yea also, when the fool walketh by the way, his understanding faileth him, and he 
saith to e1·ery one that he is a fool. 

* 
If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; 4 
For yielding allayeth great offences. 

* There is an e,·il which I have seen under the sun, as it were an error which pro-
ceedeth from the ruler: 

Folly is set in great dignity, 6 
And the rich sit in low place. 

I ha Ye seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth. 
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8 He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; 
And whoso breaketh through a fence, a serpent shall bite him. 

* Whoso heweth out stones shall be hurt therewith; 
And he that cleaveth wood .is endangered thereby. 

* 10 If the iron be blunt, 
And one do not whet the edge, 

Then must he put to more strength: 
But wisdom is profitable to direct. 

* u If the serpent bite before it be charmed, 
Then is there no advantage in the charmer. 

* 12 The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious," 

16 

IS 

20 

But the lips of a fool will swallow up himself. 
The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness; and the end of his talk is 
mischievous madness. A fool also multiplieth words: yet man knoweth not what 
shall be; and that which shall be after him, who can tell him? 

* The labour of fools wearieth every one of them; 
For he knoweth not how to go to the city. 

* Woe to thee, 0 land, when thy king is a child, 
And thy princes eat in the morning! 

Happy art thou, 0 land, when thy king is the son of nobles, 
And thy princes eat in due season, 
For strength and not for drunkenness. 

* By slothfulness the roof sinketh in; 
And through idleness of the hands the house leaketh. 

* A feast is made for laughter, 
And wine maketh glad the life: 

And money answereth all things. 

* Curse not the king, no, riot in thy thought; 
And curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: 

For a bird of Lhe air shall carry the voice, 
And that which hath wings shall tell the matter. 

* Cast thy bread upon the waters: 
F6r thou shalt find it after many days. 

* Divide a portion into seven, 
Yea, even into eight: · 

For thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth. 
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If the clouds be full of rain, 3 
They empty themselves upon the earth: 

And if a tree fall toward the south or toward the north, 
In the place where the tree falleth, there shall it be. 

* He that observeth the wind shall not sow; 4 
And he that rcgardeth the clouds shall not reap. 

* As thou knowest not what is the way of the wind, 
Nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: 

Even so thou knowest not the work of God who doeth all. 

* In the morning sow thy seed, 
And in the evening withhold not thine hand: 

for thou knowest not which shall prosper, whether this or that, or whether they both 
shall be alike good. 

Essay V. - Life as a Joy Shadowed by Vanity 

6 

Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun. 7 
Yea, if a man li1·e many years, let him rejoice in them all; and remember the days 
of darkness, for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity. Rejoice, 0 young 
man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee into judgement. Therefore remove sorrow from 10 

thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for youth and the prime of life are 
l'anity. 

The Coming of the Evil Days. - A Sonnet 
Remember also thy Creator in the days of thy youth: 

Or ever the evil days come, 
And the years draw nigh, 

When thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them: 

Or ever the sun, 
And the light, 
And the moon, 
And the stars, 

Be darkened, 
And the clouds return after the rain: 

In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, 
And the strong men shall bow themselves, 
And the grinders cease because they are few, 
And those that look out of the windows be darkened, 
And the doors shall be shut in the street; 
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When the sound of the grinding is low, 
And one shall rise up at the voice of a bird, 
And all the daughters of music shall be brought low; 

Yea, they shall be afraid of that which is high, 
And terrors shall be in the way; 

And the almond tree shall blossom, 
And the grasshopper shall be a burden, 
And the caper-berry shall burst: 

Because man goeth to his long home, 
And the mourners go about the streets: 

Or ever the silver cord be loosed, 
Or the golden bowl be broken, 
Or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, 
Or the wheel broken at the cistern: 

And the dust return to the earth, 
As it was; 

And the spirit return unto God 
Who gave it. 

Epilogue. - All is Vanity: Fear God 
Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher; all is vanity. 

9 And further, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; 
yea, he pondered, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The Preacher 
sought lo find out acceptable words, and that which was written uprightly, even words 

n of truth. The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails well fastened are the words 
of the collectors of sentences, which are given from one she;>herd. And as for more 
than these, my son, be warned: of making many books there is no end; and much 
study is a weariness of the flesh. 

13 This is the end of the matter; all hath been heard: Fear God, and keep his com-
mandments; for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into 
judgement, with every hidden thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil. 

1020 



The Wisdom of Solomon 

A Suite of Discourses 

i. Sing/mess of Heart 

ii. Immortality and !be Cove11a11t witb Death 

iii. Solomon's Winning of Wisdom 

iv. Tbe World Saved tbrougb Wisdom 

i•. judgements on the Wicked turning to Blessings on God's People 

Discourse I. - Singleness of Heart 

Love righteousness, ye that be judges of the earth, 
Think ye of the Lord with a good mind, 
A 11d in singleness of heart seek ye him. 

1 

Because he is found of them that tempt him not, and is manifested to them that 2 

do not ilistrust him. For crooked thoughts separate from God; and the supreme 
Power, when it is brought to the proof, putteth to confusion the foolish. Because 
wisdom will not enter into a soul that deviseth evil, nor dwell in a body that is held in 
pledge by sin. For a holy spirit of discipline will flee deceit, and will start away from 
thoughts that are without understanding, and will be put to confusion when unright
eousness hath come in. For wisdom is a spirit that loveth man, and she will not hold 6 
a blasphemer guiltless for his lips. Becauge God beareth witness of his reins, and 
is a true overseer of hb heart, and a hearer of his tongue; because the spirit of the 
Lord hath tilled the world, and that which holdeth all things together hath knowledge 
of every voice. Therefore no man that uttereth unrighteous things shall be unseen; 
neither shall Justice, when it convicteth, pass him by. For in the midst of his counsels 9 
the ungodly shall be searched out, and the sound of his words shall come unto the 
Lord to bring to conviction his lawless deeds; because there is an ear of jealousy that 
listeneth to all things, and the noise of murmurings is not hid. Beware then of un
profitable murmuring, and refrain your tongue from backbiting; because no secret 
utterance shall go on its way void, and a mouth that belietb destroyeth a soul. 
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Discourse II 

Immortality and the Covenant with Death 
12 Court not death in the error of your life; 

Neither draw upon yourselves destruction by the works of your hands. 

13 Because God made not death: neither delighteth he when the living perish. For 
he created all things that they might have being; and the generative powers of the 
world are healthsome, and there is no poison of destruction in them, nor hath Hades 
royal dominion upon earth: for righteousness is immortal. But ungodly men by 
their hands and their words called death unto them; deeming him a friend they con
sumed away, and they made a covenant with him because they are worthy to be of 
his portion. . · 

2 For they _said within themselves, reasoning not aright: "Short and sorrowful 
is our life; and there is no healing when a man cometh to his end, and none was ever 
known that gave release from Hades. Because by mere chance were we born, and 
hereafter we shall be as though we had never been; because the breath in our nos
trils is smoke, and while our heart beatcth reason is a spark, which being extinguished, 

4 the body shall be turned into ashes, and the spirit shall be dispersed as thin air. And 
our name shall be forgotten in time, and no man shall remember our works; and our 
life shall pass away as the traces of a cloud, and shall b':! scattered as is a mist, when 
it is chased by the beams of the sun, and overcome by the heat thereof. For our 
allotted time is the passing of a shadow, and our end retreateth not; because it is 

6 fast sealed, and none turneth it back. Come therefore and let us enjoy the good 
things that now are; and let us use the creation with all our soul as youth's posses
sion. Let us fill ourselves with costly wine and perfumes, and let no Jlower of spring 
pass us by; let us crown ourselves with .rosebuds before they be withered; let none 
of us go without his share in our proud.revelry; everywhere let us leave tokens of 

ro our mirth: because this is our portion, and our lot is this. Let us oppress the right
eous poor: let us not spare the widow, nor reverence the hairs of the ol<l man gray 
for length of years, but let our strength be to us a law of righteousness; for that which 
is weak is found to be of no service. But let us lie in wait for the righteous man, 
because he is of disservice to us, and is contrary to our works, and upbraideth us with 

13 sins against the law, and layeth to our charge sins against our discipline. He pro
fesseth lo have knowledge of God, and namelh himself servant of the Lord. He 
became to us a reproof of our thoughts. He is grievous unto us even to behold, 
because his life is unlike other men's·, and his paths are of strange fashion. We were 
accounted of him as base metal, and he abstaineth from our ways as from unclean
nesses. The latler end of the righteous he calleth happy; and he vaunteth that 

17 God is his father. Let us see if his words be true, and let us try what shall befall 
in the ending of his life: for if the righteous man is God's son, he will uphold him, and 
he will deliver him out of the hand of his adversaries. With outrage and torture 
let us put him to the test, that we may learn his gentleness, and may prove his pat.ie.nce 
under wrong. Let us condemn him to a shameful death; for he shall be v1s1ted 
according to his words." 

21 Thus reasoned they, and they were led astray. For their wickedness blinde~ 
them; and they knew not the mysteries of God, neither hoped they for wages of holi
ness, nor did they judge that there is a prize for blameless souls. Because God cre
ated man for incorruption, and made him an image of his own proper bein~; but.by 
the envy of the devil death entered into the world, and they that are of his porl!on 
make trial thereof. 

3 But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch 
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them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died; and their departure was 2 

accounted to be their hurt, and their journeying away from us to be their ruin; but 
thcv arc in peace. For c\·en if in the sight of men they be punished, their hope is 
full of immortality; and having borne a little chastening, they shall receive great good. 
Becat1>e God made trial of them, and found them worthy of himself; as gold in the 
furnace he prowd them, and as a whole burnt offering he accepted them. And in 7 
the time of their visitation they shall shine forth, and as sparks among stubble they 
shall run to and fro. They shall judge nations, and ha\·e dominion over peoples; 
and the Lord shall reign over them for evermore. They that trust on him shall 
understand truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love: because grace and 
ir.ern· are to his chosen. 

B'c1t the ungodly shall be requited even as they reasoned, they which lightly 10 

regarded the righteous man, and revolted from the Lord: for he that setteth at 
nought wisdom and discipline is miserable. And void is their hope and their toils 
unprofitable, and useless arc their works. Their wives are foulish, and wicked are 12 

their children; accursed is their begetting.* For good labours have fruit of great 15 
renown; and the root of understanding cannot fail. But children of adulterers 
shall not come to maturity, and the seed of an uhlawful bed shall vanish away. For 
if they li\·c long they shall be held in no account, and at the last their old age shall 
be "·ithout honour; and if they die quickly they shall have no hope, nor in the day 
of decision shall they have consolation. For the end of an unrighteous generation 
i,; alway gricrnus. Better than this is childlessness with virtue. For in the memory 4 
of \·irtue is immortality, because it is recognised both before God and before men; 
when it is present men imitate it, and they long after it when it is departed; and 
throughout all time it marcheth crowned in triumph, victorious in the strife for the 
prize,; that arc undefiled. But the multiplying brood of the ungodly shall be of no 
profit, and with bastard slips they shall not strike deep root, nor shall they establish 
a sure hold. For even if these put forth boughs and flourish for a season, yet, stand- 4 
ing unsure, they shall be shaken by the wind, and by the violence of winds they shall 
be rooted out. Their branches shall be broken off before they come to maturity; 
and their fruit shall be useless, never ripe to eat, and fit for nothing. For children 
unlawfully IJegotten are witnesses of wickedness against parents when God searcheth 
them out. 

But a righteous man, though he die before his time, shall be at rest. For honourable 7 
old age is not that which standeth in length of time, nor is its measure given by num
ber of years: hut understanding is gray hairs unto men, and an unspotted life is 
ripe old age. Being found well-pleasing unto God he was beloved of him, and while 
living among sinners he was translated. He was caught away lest wickedness should II 
change his understanding, or guile deceive his soul; for the bewitching of naughtiness 
bcdimmeth the things which are good, and the giddy whirl of desire perverteth an 
innocent mind. Being made perfect in a little while he fulfilled long years: for his 
soul was pleasing unto the Lord; therefore hasted he out of the midst of wickedness. 

But as for the peoples, seeing and understanding not, neither laying this to heart, 15 
that grace and mercy are with his chosen, and that he visiteth his holy ones: t they 18 
shall sec, and they shall despise; but them the Lord shall laugh to scorn. And after 

* Because happy is the harrcn that is undefiled, she who hath not conceived in transgression; 
she shall ha\'c fruit when Go<l visiteth souls. An<l happy is the eunuch which hath wrought no 
l~wle<;s _<lcc<l w~th ~is hands, nor imagined wicked things against the Lord; for there shall be 
given him for his ra1thfu)ncss a peculiar favour, and a lot in the sanctuary of the Lord more de
lightsome than wife or children. 
. t. But a righteous man that is <leacl shall condemn the ungodly that are living, and youth that 
ts q!-11ckly perfected the many years of an unrighteous man's old age; for the ungodly shall see 
a wise man's end, and shall not understand what the Lord purposed concerning him, and for 
what he safely kept him. 
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this they shall become a dishonoured carcase, and a reproach among the dead for 
19 ever. Because he shall dash them speechless to the ground, and shall shake them 

from the foundations, and they shall lie utterly waste, and they shall be in anguish, 
and their memory shall perish. They shall come, when their sins are reckoned 

5 up, with coward fear; and their lawless deeds shall convict them to their face. Then 
shall the righteous man stand in great boldness before the face of them that afll icted 
him, and them that make his labours of no account. When they see it, they shall lie 
troubled with terrible fear, and shall be amazed at the marvel of God's salvation. 

~ They shall say within themselves, repenting, and for distress of spirit shall they 
groan: '·This was he whom aforetime we had in derision, and made a parable of 
reproac;1; \1::! fools accounted his life madness and his end without honour. How 
was he numbered among sons of God? and how is his lot among saints? Verily 
we went astray from the way of truth; and the light of righteousness shined not for 

7 us, and the sun rose not for us. We took our fill of the paths of lawlessness and 
destruction, and we journeyed through trackless deserts; but the way of the Lord 
we knew not. What did our arrogancy profit us? and what good have riches and 
vaunting brought us? Those things all passed away as a shadow, and as a message 
that runneth by; as a ship passin1rthrough the billowy water, whereof, when it is 

n gone by, there is no trace to be found, neither pathway of its keel in the billows; or 
as when a bird flieth through the air, no token of her passage is found, but the light 
wind, lashed with the stroke of her pinions, and rent asunder with the violent rush 
of the moving wings, is passed through, and afterwards no si~ of her coming is 

12 found therein; or as when an arrow is shot at a mark, the air disparted closeth up 
again immediately, so that men know not where it passed through: so we also, as 
soon as we 'were born, ceased to be; and of virtue we had no sign to shew, but in our 
wickedness we were utterly consumed." 

14 Because the hope of the ungodly man is as chaff carried by the wind, and as 
foam vanishing before a tempest; and is scattered as smoke is scattered by the wind; 
and passeth by as the remembrance of a guest that tarrieth but a day. But the 
righteous live for ever, and in the Lord is their reward, and the care for them with the 
Most High. Therefore shall they receive the crown of royal dignity and the diadem 
of beauty from the Lord's hand; because with his right hand sh~ll he cover them, 

17 and with his arm shall he shield them. He shall take his jealousy as complete ar
mour, and shall make the whole creation his weapons for vengeance on his enemies; 
he shall put on righteousness as a breastplate, and shall array himself with judgement 
unfeigned as with a helmet: he shall take holiness as an invincible shield, and he 
shall sharpen stem wrath for a sword. And the world shall go forth with him to 

01 fight against his insensate foes. Shafts of lightning shall fly with true aim, and from 
the clouds, as from a well drawn bow, shall they leap to the mark; and as from an 
engine of war shall be hurled hailstones full of wrath; the water of the sea shall he 
angered against them, and rivers shall sternly overwhelm them; a mighty blast shall 
encounter them, and as a tempest shall it winnow them away. And so shall lawless 
ness make all the land desolate, and their evil-doing shall overturn the thrones ul 
princes. 

6 Hear therefore, ye kings, and understand; learn, ye judges of the ends of the earth; 
give ear, ye that have dominion over much people, and make your boast in mul
titudes of nations. Because your dominion was given you from the Lord, and your 
sovereignty from the Most High, who shall search out rour works, and shall make 
inquisition of your counsels; because being officers of his kingdom ye did not judge 

s aright, neither kept ye law, nor walked after the counsel of God. Awfully and_swi~tly 
shall he come upon you, because a stem judgement befalleth them that be m high 
place: for the man of low estate may be pardoned in mercy, but mighty men shall 
be searched out mightily. For the Sovereign Lord of all will not refrain himself for 
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any ma~ 's person, neither will he re,·erence greatness, because it is he that made 
both small and great. And alike he taketh thought for all; but strict is the scrutiny 8 
that cometh upon the powerful. Unto you therefore, 0 princes, are my words, 
that ye may learn wi'<dom and fall not from the right way. For they that have kept 
ho lily the things that are holy shall themselves be hallowed; and they that have been 
tau"ht them shall find what to answer. Set your desire therefore on my words; n 
long for them, and ye shall be trained by their discipline. 

Discourse lll (in form of a Dramatic Monologue) 

Solomon's Winning of Wisdom 
Wisdom is radiant and fadcth not <1way; 
A 11d easily is she beheld of them that love lier, 
And found of them that seek her. 

12 

She forestalleth them that desire to know her, making herself first known. He 13 
that riseth up early to seek her shall have no toil, for he shall finrl her sitting at his 
gates. For to think upon her is perfectness of understanding, anrl he that watcheth 
for her sake shall quickly be free from care. Because she gocth ahout, herself seek
ing them that are worthy of her; and in their paths she appearcth unto them gra
ciously, and in e\'ery purpose she meeteth them. For her true beginning is desire 17 
of discipline; and the care for discipline is love of her; and love of her is ohservance 
of her laws; and to give heed to her laws confirmeth incorruption; and incorruption 
bringeth near unto God: so then desire of Wisdom promoteth to a kingdom. If 
therefore ye delight in thrones and sceptres, ye princes of peoples, honour Wisdom, 
that ye may reign for ever. 

But what Wisdom is, and how she came into being, I will declare, and I will not 22 

hide mysteries from you; but I will trace her out from the beginning of creation, and 
bring the knowledge of her into clear light, and I will not pass by the truth. Neither 
indeed will I take pining envy for my companion in the way: because envy shall hal'e 
no fellowship with wisdom, but a multitude of wise men is salvation to. the world, 24 
and an understanding king is tranquillity to his people. Wherefore be disciplined by 
my words, and thereby shall ye profit. 

I myself also am mortal, like to all, and am sprung from one born of the earth, 7 
the man first formed. And in the womb of a mother was I moulded into flesh in 
the time of ten months, bein.!!; compacted in blood of the seed of man and pleasure 
that came wilh sleep. And I also, when I was born, drew in the comrron air, and 
fell upon the kindred earth, uttering, like all, for my first voice th~ selfsame wail; 
in swaddling clothes was I nursed, and with watchful cares. For nc king had any 5 
other first beginning; but all men have one entrance into life, and a like departure. 
For this cause I prayed, and understanding was given me; I called upon God, and 
there cam(' to me a spirit of wisdom. I preferred her before sceptres and thrnncs, 
and riches I esteemed nothing in comparison of her; neither did I liken to her any9 
priceless gem, because all the gold of the earth in her presence is a little sand, and 
silver shall be accounted as clay before her. Above health and comeliness I loved 
her; and I chose to have her rather than light, because her bright shining is never 
laid to sleep. 

But with her there came to me all good things together, and in her hands inn um er· II 
able riches. And I rejoiced over them all because Wisdom leadeth them; though I 
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knew not that she was the mother of them. As I learned without guile, I impart 
14 without grudging; I do not hide her riches. for she is unto men a treasure that 

faileth not; and they that use it obtain friendship with God, commended to him by 
the gifts which they through discipline present to him. But to me may God give to 
speak with judgement, and to conceive thoughts worthy of what hath been given 
me. Because himself is one that guideth even Wisdom, and that correcteth the wise; 
for in his hand are both we and our words, all understanding, and all acquaintance 

17 with divers crafts. for himself gave me an unerring knowledge of the things that 
are: to know the constitution of the world, and the ope.-ation of the elements; the 
beginning and end and middle of times; the alternations of the solstices and the 
changes of seasons; the circuits of years and the positions of stars; the natures of 
living creatures and the ragings of wild beasts; the violences of winds and the thoughts 
of men; the diversities of plants and the virtues of roots. All things that are either 

22 secret or manifest I learned: for she that is the artificer of all things taught me, even 
Wisdom. 

for there is in her a spirit quick of understanding, holy, alone in kind, manifold, 
subtil, freely moving, clear in utterance, unpolluted, distinct, unharmed, loving what 
is good, keen, unhindered, beneficent, loving toward man, stedfast, sure, free from 
care, all-powerful, all-surveying, and penetrating through all spirits that are quick 

24 of understanding, pure, most subtil. for Wisdom is more mobile than any motion; 
yea, she pervadeth and penetrateth all things by reason of her pureness. for she is 
a br~ath of the power of God, and a clear effiuence of the glory of the Almighty; 
therefore can nothing defiled find entrance into her. For she is an effulgence from 
everlasting light, and an unspotted mirror of the working of God, and an image of 

27 his goodness. And she, being one, hath power to do all things; and remaining in 
herself, renewcth all things;. and from generation to generation, passing into holy 
souls, she maketh men friends of God and prophets. For nothing doth God love 
save him that dwelleth with Wisdom. for she is fairer than the sun, and above all 
the constellations of the stars; being com pared with light she is found lo be before 
it: for to the light of day succeedeth night, but against Wisdom evil doth not prevail, 

8 but she reacheth from one end of the world to the other with full strength, and 
ordereth all things graciously. 

Her I loved and sought out from my youth, and I sought to take her for my bride, 
and I became enancoured of her beauty. She glorifieth her noble birth, in that it is 
given her fo live with God, and the Sovereign Lord of all loved her. for she is 

s initiated into the knowledge of God, and she chooseth out for him his works. But 
if riches are a desired possession in life, what is richer than Wisdom, which worketh 
all things? And if understanding worketh, who more than Wisdom is an artificer 
of the things that are? And if a man loveth righteousness, the fruits of Wisdom's 
labour are virtues: for she teacheth soberness and understanding, righteousness and 

a courage; and there is nothing in life for men more profitable than these. And 
if a man longeth even for much experience, she knoweth the things of old, and divineth 
the things to come; she understandeth subtilties of speeches and interpretations of 
dark sayings; she foreseeth signs and wonders, and the issues of seasons and times. 
I determined therefore to take her unto me to live with me, knowing that she is one 
who would give me good thoughts for counsel, and encourage me in cares and grief. 

10 Because of her I shall have glory among multitudes, and honour in the sight of elders 
though I be young. I shall be found of a quick conceit when I give judgement, and 
in the presence oi princes I shall be admired. When I am silent, they shall wait for 
me; and when I open my lips, they shall give heed unto me; and if I continue speak
ing, they shall lay their hand upon their mouth. Because of her I shall have immor-

x4 tality, and leave behind an eternal memory to them that come after me. I shall 
govern peoples, and nations shall be subjected to me. Dread princes shall fear me 
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when they hear of me; among my people I shall shew myself a good ruler, and in 
war courageous. When I am come into my house, I shall find rest with her; for con- 16 
verse with her hath no bitterness, and to live with her hath no pain, but gladness and 
joy. 

When I considered these things in myself, and took thought in my heart how that in 17 
kinship unto Wisdom is immortality, and in her friendship is good delight, and in 
the labours o[ her hands is wealth that faileth not, and in assiduous communing with 
her is understanding, and great renown in having fellowship with her words, I went 
about seeking how lo take her unto myself. Now I was a child of parts, and a good 19 
soul fell to my lot; nay rather, being good, I came into a body undefiled. But per
cei,·ing that I could not otherwise possess Wisdom except God gave her me, - yea, 
and to know by whom the grace is given, this too came of understanding, - I pleaded 
with the Lord and besought him; and with my whole heart I said: 

0 God of the fathers, and Lord who keepest thy mercy, who madest all things by 9 
thy word; and by thy wisdom thou formedst man, that he should have dominion over 
the creatures that were made by thee, and rule the world in holiness and righteousness, 
and execute judgement in uprightness of soul: Give me Wisdom - her that sitteth 
by thee on thy throne - and reject me not from among thy servants; because I am 
thy bondman and the son of thy handmaid, a man weak and short-lived, and of small 
power to understand judgement and laws. For even if a man be perfect among the 6 
sons of men, yet if the wisdom that cometh from thee be not with him, he shall be held 
in no account. Thou didst choose me before my brethren to be king of thy people, 
and to do judgement for thy sons and daughters. Thou gavest command to build a 
sanctuary in thy holy mountain, and an altar in the city of thy habitation: a copy of 
the holy tabernacle which thou preparedst aforehand from the beginning. And with 9 
thee is Wisdom, which knoweth thy works, and was present when thou wast making 
the world, and which understandeth what is pleasing in thine eyes, and what is right 
according to thy commandments. Send her forth out of the holy heavens, and from 
the throne of thy glory bid her come; that being present with me she may toil with me, 
and that I may learn what is well-pleasing before thee. For she knoweth all things n 
and hath understanding thereof; and in my doings she shall guide me in ways of 
soberness, and she shall guard me in her glory. And so shall my works be acceptable, 
and I shall judge thy people righteously, and I shall be worthy of my falher's throne. 
For what man shall know the counsel of God? or who shall conceive what the Lord 
willeth) For the thoughts of mortals are timorous, and our devices are prone to fail. 
For a corruptible body weigheth down the soul, and the earthy frame lieth heavy on 15 
a mind that is full of cares. And hardly do we divine the things that are on earth, and 
the things that are close at hand we find with labour; but the things that are in the 
hea,·ens who ever yet traced out? And whoever gained knowledge of thy counsel, 
except thou gavest Wisdom, and sen test thy holy spirit from on high? And it was thus 18 
th~t the ways of them which are on earth were corrected, and men were taught the 
thmgs that are pleasing unto thee; and through Wisdom were they saved. 

Discourse IV. - The World Saved through Wisdom 

Through Wisdom were they saved 

Wisdom guarded to the end the first formed father of the world, that was created 10 
alone; and delivered him out of his own transgression, and gave him strength to get 
dominion over all things. But when an unrighteous man fell away from her in his 
anger, he perished himself in the rage wherewith be slew his brother. And when for 
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his cause the earth was drowning with a flood, Wisdom again saved it, guiding the 
righteous man's course by a poor piece of wood. 

5 Moreover, when nations consenting together in wickedness had been confounded 
Wisdom knew the righteous man, and preserved him blameless unto God, and kept 
him strong when his heart yearned toward his child. 

6 While the ungodly were perishing, Wisdom delivered a righteous man, when he 
fled from the fire that descended out of heaven on Pentapolis: to whose wickedness a 
smoking waste still witnesseth, and plants bearing fair fruit that cometh not to ripe
ness. Yea, and a disbelieving soul hath a memorial there, a pillar of salt still stand-

8 ing. For having passed Wisdom by, not only were they disabled from recognising the 
things which arc good, but they also left behind them for human life a monument of 
their folly; to the end that where they. went astray they might fail even to be t•nseen. 
But Wisdom delivered out of troubles those that waited on her. 

10 When a righteous man was a fugitive from a brother's wrath, Wisdom guided him 
in straight paths; she shewed him God's kingdom, and gave him knowledge of holy 
things; she prospered him in his toils, and multiplied the fruits of his labour; when 
in their covetousness men dealt hardly with him, she stood by him, and made him 
rich; she guarded him from enemies, and from those that lay in wait she kept him 
safe, and over his sore conflict she watched as judge: that he might know that godli
ness is more powerful than all. 

13 When a righteous man was sold, Wisdom forsook him not, but from sin she de-
livered him; she went down with him into a dungeon, and in bonds she left him not 
till she brought him the sceptre of a kingdom, and authority over those that dealt 
tyrannously with him; she shewed them also to be false that had mockingly accused 
him, and gave him eternal glory. 

15 Wisdom delivered a holy people and a blameless seed from a nation of oppressors. 
She entered into the soul of a servant of the Lord, and withstood terrible kings in 
wonders and signs. She rendered unto holy men a reward of their toils; she guided 
them along a marvellous way, and became unto them a covering in the daytime and a 

18 flame of stars through the night. She brought them over the Red Sea, and led them 
through much water; but their enemies she drowned, and out of the bottom of the 
deep she cast them up. Therefore the righteous spoiled the ungodly; and they sang 
praise to thy holy .name, 0 Lord, and extolled with one accord thy hand that fought 
for them: because Wisdom opened the mouth of the dumb, and made the tongues of 
babes to speak clearly. 

l.l. She prospered their works in the hand of a holy prophet. They journeyed through 
a desert without inhabitant, and in trackless regions they pitched their tents. They 
withstood enemies, and repelled foes. They thirsted, and they called upon thee, and 
there was given them water out of the flinty rock, and healing of their thirst out cf the 

shard stone. For by what things their foes were punished, by these they in their need 
were benefited. 

Discourse V 

Judgements on the Wicked Turning to Blessings on God's People 
By what things their foes were punished, 
By these they in their need were benefited. 

6 When the enemy were troubled with clotted blood instead of a river's ever-
flowing fountain, to rebuke the decree for the slaying of babes, thou gavest them 
abundant water Leyond all hope: having shewn them by the thirst which they had 
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suffered how thou didst punish the adversaries. For when they were tried, albeit but 9 
in mercy chastened, they learned how the ungodly were tormented, being judged with 
wrath: for these, as a father, admonishing them, thou didst prove; but those, as a 
stern king, condemning them, thou didst search out. Yea, and whether they were far 
off from the righteous or near them, they were alike distressed; for a double grief 
took hold on them, and a groaning at the remembrance of things past. For when 13 
thc1· heard that through their own punishments the others had been benefited, they 
felt. the presence of the Lord. For him who long before was cast forth and exposed 
they left off mocking. In the last issue of what came to pass they marvelled, having 
thirsted in another manner than the righteous. 

But in requital of the senseless imaginings of their unrighteousness, wherein they lS 
11·ere led astray to worship irrational reptiles and wretched Yermin, thou didst send 
upon them a multitude of irrational creatures for vengeance: -

- That they might learn, that by what things a man sinneth by these he is pun- 16 
ished. For thine all-powerful hand, that created the world out of formless mailer, 
lacked not means to send upon them a multitude of bears or fierce lions, or new
created wild beasts, full of rage, of unknown kind, either breathing out a blast of 
fiery breath, or blowing forth from their nostrils noisome smoke, or flashing dreadful 
sparkles from their eyes; which had power not only to consume them by their violence, 
but to destroy them even by the terror of their sight. Yea, and without these might 20 

they have fallen by a single breath, being pursued by Justice, and scattered abroad by 
the breath of thy power. But by measure and number and weight thou didst order 
all things. 

For to be greatly strong is thine at all times; and the might of thine arm who shall 21 

withstand? Because the whole world before thee is as a grain in a balance, and as a 
drop of dew that at morning cometh down upon the·earth. But thou hast mercy on 
all men, because thou hast power to do all things; and thou overlookest the sins of 
men to the end that they may repent. For thou lovest all. things that are, and ab- 24 
iiorrest none of the things which thou didst make. For ne1·er wouldest thou ha 1·e 
fonned anything if thou didst hate it; and how would anything have endured, except 
thou hadst willed it? or that which was not called by thee, how would it have been 
prescn·cd? But thou sparest all things, because they are thine, 0 Sovereign Lord, 
thou lover of men's lives; for thine incorruptible spirit is in all things. Wherefore 12 
~hou rnn\'ictest by little and little them that fall from the right way, and, putting them 
111 remembrance by the very things wherein they sin, dost thou admonish them, that 
e,;rnping from their wickedness they may believe on thee, 0 Lord. For verily the old 3 
inhabitants of thy holy land, hating them because they practised detestable works of 
enchantments and unholy rites - merciless slaughters of children, and sacrificial 
J,an11111'ts of men's flesh and of blood - confederates in an impious fellowship. and 
'" urdcrer> of their own helpless babes, it was thy counsel to destroy by the hands of 
our fathers; that the land which in thy sight is most precious of all lands might receive 
~ -.rnnhy colony of God's servants. Nevertheless even these thou didst spare as be- 8 
ing men, and .thou sentest hornets as forerunners of thy host, to cause them to perish 
by l1t1le and little. Not that thou wast unable to subdue the ungodly under the hand 
of. the righteous in battle, or by terrible beasts or by one stem word lo make away 
with them at once; but judging them by little and little thou ga \'est them a place of 10 

repentance, not being ignorant that their nature by birth was evil and their wicked
ness inborn, and that their manner of thought would in no wise e~er be changed, for 
they were a. seed accursed from the beginning. Neither was it through fear of any 
that thou didst leave them then unpunished for their sins. For who shall say, 12 

What hast thou done? or who shall withstand thy judgement? And who shall 
accuse thee for the perishing of nations which thou didst make? or who shall come 
and stand before thee as an avenger for unrighteous men? For neither is there any 
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God beside thee that careth for all, that thou mightest shew unto him that thou 
didst not judge unrighteously; neither shall king or prince be able to look thee in 

15 the face to plead for those whom thou hast punished. But being righteous thou 
rulest all things righteously, deeming it a thing alien from thy power to condemn one 
that doth not himself deserve to be punished. For thy strength is the beginning of 
righteousness, and thy sovereignty over all maketh thee to forbear all. For when 
men believe not that thou art perfect in power, thou shewest thy strength, and in 

r8 dealing with them that know it thou puttest their boldness to confusion. Ilut thou. 
being sovereign over thy strength, judgest in gentleness, and with great forbearance 
dost thou govern us; for the power is thine whensoever thou hasi the will. Ilut 
thou didst teach thy people by such works as these how that the righteous must be a 
lover of men; and thou didst make thy sons to be of good hope, because thou 

20 givest repentance when men have sinned. For if on them that were enemies of thy 
servants and dut> to death thou didst take vengeance with so great heedfulness and 
indulgence, giving them times and place whereby they might escape from their wick
edness: with how great carefulness didst thou judge thy sons, to whose fathers thou 
gavest oaths and covenants of good promises! While therefore thou dost chasten us, 
thou scourgest our enemies ten thousand times more; to the intent that we may pon
der thy goodness when we judge, and when we are judged may look for mercy. 

23 Wherefore also the unrighteous that lived in folly of life thou didst torment through 
their own abominations. For verily they went astray very far in the ways of error, 
taking as gods those animals which even among their enemies were held in dishonour, 
deceived like foolish babes. Therefore as unto unreasoning children thou didst send 

26 thy judgement to mock them. But they that would not be admonished by a mocking 
correction as of children shall have experience of a judgement worthy of God. For 
through the sufferings whereat they were indignant, being punished in these creatures 
which they supposed to be gods, they saw, and recognised as the true God him whom 
before they refused to know. Wherefore also the last end of condemnation came upon 
them. 

13 For verily all men by nature were but vain who had no perception of God, and from 
the good things that are seen they gained not power to know him that is, neither by 
giving heed to the works did they recognise the artificer; but either fire, or wind, or 
swift air, or circling stars, or raging water, or luminaries of heaven, they thought to k 

3 gods that rule the world. And if it was through delight in their beauty that they 
took them to be gods, let them know how much better than these is their Sovereign 
Lord; for the first author of beauty created them. But if it was through astonish
ment at their power and influence, let them understand from them how much more 
powerful is he that formed them; for from the greatness of the beauty even of created 

6 things in like proportion does man form the image of their first maker. But yet for 
these men there is but small blame. For they too peradventure do but go astray 
while they are seeking God and desiring to find him; for living among his works 
they make diligent search, and they yield themselves up to sight, because the 
things that they look upon are beautiful. But again even they are not to be excused. 

9 For if they had power to know so much, th:it they should be able to explore the 
course of things, how is it that they did not sooner find the Sovereign Lord of these 
his works? But miserable were they, and in dead things were their hopes, w_ho 
called them gods which are works of men's hands - gold and silver, wrought with 
careful art, and likenesses of animals, or a useless stone, the work of an ancient hand. 

n Yea, and if some woodcutter, having sawn down a tree that is easily moved, skil
fully strippeth away all its bark, and fashioning it in comely form maketh a. vessel 
useful for the service of life; and burning the refuse of his handywork to dress his food 
eateth his fill; and taking the very refuse thereof which served to no use - _a 
crooked piece of wood and full of knots - carveth it with the diligence of his 
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idleness, and shapeth it by the skill of his indolence; then he giveth it the sem
hlance of the image of a man, or maketh it like some paltry animal, smear- 14 
ing it with Yermilion, and with paint colouring it red, and smearing over every 
stain that is therein; and having made for it a chamber worthy of it, he setteth 
it in a wall, making it fast with iron: while then he taketh tliought for it that it 
ma\' not fall down, knowing that it is unable to help itself - for verily it is an image, 
and hath need of help - when he maketh his prayer concerning goods and his mar- 17 
riage and children, he is not ashan1ed to speak to that which hath no life; yea, for 
health he calleth upon that which is weak, and for life he beseecheth that which is 
dead, and for aid he supplicateth that which hath least experience, and for a good 
: 1urne\' that which cannot so much as move a step, and for gaining and getting and good 
~\ICces~ of his hands he asketh ability of that which with its hands is most unable; 
again, one preparing to sail, and about to journey over raging waves, calleth upon r 14 
piece of wood more rotten than the vessel that carrieth him.* For blessed hath been 7 
woo1! through which cometh righteousness. But the idol made with hands is accursed, 
itseli and he that made it; because his was the working, and the corruptible thing was 
named a god. For both the ungodly doer and his ungodliness are alike hateful to 9 
God; for 1·erily the deed shall be punished together with him that committed it. 
Therefore also among the idols of the nations shall there be a visitation; because, 
though forn1ed of things which God created, they were made an abomination, and 
stuP1 blin.ghlncks to the souls of men, and a snare to the feet of the foolish. 

For the dc\'ising of idols was the beginning of fornication, and the im·ention of them 12 

the corruption of life. For neither were they from the beginning, neither shall they 
he for ewr; for by the vaingloriousness of men they entered into the world, and there
fore was a speedy end devised for them. For a father worn with untimely grief, 15 
rnaking an image of the child quickly taken away, now honoured him as a god which 
was then a dead man, and delivered to those that were under him mysteries and solemn 
riteoc. Afterward the ungodly custom, in process of time grown strong, was kept as a 
law, and by the commandments of princes the graven images received worship. And 
when men could not honour them in presence because they dwelt far off, imagining the 
likeness from afar, they made a visible image of the king whom they honoured, that by 
their zeal they might flatter the absent as if present. But unto a yet higher pitch was 18 
worship raised ewn by them that knew him not, urged forward by the ambition of the 
artilicer: for he, wishing peradventure to please one in authority, used his art to 
force the likeness toward a greater beauty; and the multitude, allured by reason of 
the grace of his handywork, now accounted as an object of devotion him that a little 
before was honoured as a man. And this became a hidden danger unto life, because 
men, in bondage either to calamity or to tyranny, invested stones and stocks with the 
incommunicable Name. Afterward it was not enough for them to go astray as 22 

touching the knowledge of God; but also, while they live in sore conflict through 
ignorance of him, that multitude of evils they call peace. For either slaughtering 
children in solemn rites, or celebrating secret mysteries, or holding frantic revels of 
>I range ordinances, no longer do they guard either life or purity of marriage, but one 
bring., upon another either death by treachery, or anguish by adulterate offspring. 
:\n<I all things confusedly are filled with blood and murder, theft and deceit, corrup- 25 
tion, faithlessness, tumult, perjury, turmoil, ingratitude for benefits received, defiling 

*For_ that vessel the hunger for gains d<;viscd, and an artificer, even Wisdom, built it. And 2 
thy providence, 0 Fathr.r, guiclcth it along. Because CVl'n in the sea thou gavcst a way, and in 
the waves a sure path, shewing that thou canst save out or every danger, that so even without 
art a man may put to sea. And it is thy will that the work~ of thy wisdom should not be idle. 
Therefore also do men intrust their lives to a little piece o( wood, and pa~sing through the surge 
on a raft are brought safe to land. For in the old time also, when proud giants were perishing, 
the hope of the world, taking refuge on a raft, left to the race of men a seed of generations to 
come, thy hand guiding the helm. 

1031 



Wisdom -16 The Books of Wisdom 

27 of souls, confusion of sex, disorder in marriage, adultery and wantonness. For the 
wo~ship of t_hose nai:iieless idols is a beginning and cause and end of every evil. For 
t?eir worsh1ppe~s either make merry unto madness, or prophesy lies, or Jive un
righteously; or lightly forswear themselves, for, putting their trust in lifeless idols 

30 when they have sworn a wicked oath they expect not to suffer harm. But for both sin~ 
shall th~ just doom pursue ~hem, beca!-lse the_y had evil thoughts of God by giving 
heed to idols, and swore unrighteously m deceit through contempt for holiness. For 
it is not foe po~er of the.~ by whom men swear, but !tis that Justice which hath regard 
to them that sm, that v1s1teth always the transgress10n of the unrighteous. 

15 But thou, our God, art gracious and true, longsulTering, and in mercy orderin" all 
things. For even if we sin, we are thine, knowing thy dominion. But we shan'' not 
sin, k;~owing that we have been accounted thine; for to be acquainted with thee is 
perfect righteousness, and to know thy dominion is the root of immortality. For 
neilher were we led astray by any evil device of men's art, nor yet by painters' fruitless 
labour, - a form stained with varied colours, the sight whereof leadeth fools into lust; 

6 their desire is for the breathless form of a dead image. Lovers of e\•il things, and 
worthy of such hopes as these, are both they that do, and they that desire, and they 
that worship. For a potter, kneading soft earth, laboriously mouldeth each several 
vessel for our service, - nay, out of the same clay doth he fashion both the vessels 
that minister to clean uses; and those of a contrary sort, all in like manner: but what 

8 shall be the use of each vessel of either sort, the craftsman himself is the judge. And 
also, labouring to an evil end, he mouldeth a vain god out of the same clay, - he who, 
having but a little before been made of earth, after a short space goeth his way to the 
earth out of which he was taken, when he is required to render back the soul which was 

9 ]ent him: howbeit he hath anxious care, not because his powers must fail, nor because 
his span of life is short, but he matcheth himself against goldsmiths and silversmiths, 
and he imitateth moulders in brass, and esteemeth it glory that he mouldeth counter
feits. His heart is ashes, and his hope of less value than earth, and bis life of less 
honour than clay: because he was ignorant of him that moulded him, and of him that 

12 inspired into him an active soul, and breathed into him a vital spirit; but be accounted 
our very life to be a plaything, and our lifetime a gainful fair; for, saith he, one must 
get gain whence one can, though it be by evil. For this man beyond all others 
knoweth that he sinneth, out of earthy matter making brittle vessels and graven 
images. 

14 But most foolish were they all, and of feebler soul than a babe, the enemies of thy 
people, who oppressed them. Because they even accounted all the idols of the na
tions to be gods - which have neither the use of eyes for seeing, nor nostrils for 
drawing breath, nor ears to hear, nor fingers for handling, and their feet are helpless 

16 for walking; for a man made them, and one whose own spirit is borrowed moulded 
lB them* - yea, and the creatures that are most hateful do they worship. For being 

compared as to want of sense, these are worse than all others; neither, as seen be
side other creatures, are they beautiful so that one should desire them; but they 
have escaped both the praise of God and his blessing. 

16 For this cause were these men worthily punished through creatures like those which 
they worship, and tormented through a multitude of vermin. ·Instead of which pun· 
ishment, thou, bestowing benefits on thy people, preparedst quails for food, food of 
rare taste, to satisfy the desire of their appetite; to the end that thine enemies, desiring 
food, might for the hideousness of the creatures sent among them loathe even the 
necessary appetite; but these, thy people, having for a short space suffered want, 

4 might even partake of food of rare taste. For it was needful that upon those should 

•For no one hath power, being a man, to mould a god like unto himself, but being mortal 
he maketh a dead thin~ by lhc work o[ lawless hands; [or be is better than the objects of his 
worship, forasmuch as he indecU had life, but they never. 
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cn'''e inexorable want in their tyrannous dealing, but that to these it should only be 
shewed how their enemies were tormented. 

For even when terrible raging of wild beasts came upon thy people, and they were 5 
perishing by the bites of crooked serpents, thy wrath continued not to the uttermost; 
but for admonition were they troubled for a short space, having a token of salvation, 
to put them in remembrance of the commandment of thy law. For he that turned 
toward it was not saved because of that which was beheld, but because of thee, the 
Saviour of all. Yea, and in this didst thou persuade our enemies, that thou art he 
that delh·ereth out of every evil. For them verily the bites of locusts and flies did 9 
slay, and there was not found a healing for their life, because they were worthy to be 
punished by such as these; but thy sons not the very teeth of venomous dragons 
01·crc.amc, for thy mercy passed by where they were, and healed them. For they were 
bitten, to put them in remembrance of thine oracles; and were quickly s&ved lest, 
falling into deep forgetfulness, they should become unable to be roused by thy benefi
cence. For of a truth it was neither herb nor mollifying plaister that cured them, but 12 

thy word, 0 Lord, which healeth all things; for thou hast authority over life and 
death, and thou leadest down to the gates of Hades, and leadest up again. But 
though a man may slay by his wickedness, yet the spirit that is gone forth he turneth 
not again, neither giveth release to the soul that Hades hath received. 

But thy hand it is not possible to escape; for ungodly men, refusing to know rs 
thee, were scourged in the strength of thine arm, pursued with strange rains and hails 
and showers inexorable, and utterly consumed with fire. For - what was most 
marl'ellous of all - in the water which quencheth all things the fire wrought yet 
more mightily.* Instead whereof thou gavest thy people angels' food to eat, and bread 20 

ready for their use didst thou provide for them from heaYcn without their toil, bread 
ha Ying the virtue of eYcry pleasant savour, and agreeing to e\•ery taste: for thy nature 
!l'anifested thy sweetness toward thy children, while that bread, ministering to the 
desire of the eater, temperc<l itself according to every man's choice. But snow and 22 

ice endured fire, and melted not, that men rright know that fire was destroying the 
fruits of the enemies, burning in the hail and flashing in the rains. And this elerr.cnt 
again, in order that righteous men may be nourished, hath even forgotten its own 
power. For the creation, ministering to thee its maker, straincth its force against~ 
the unrighteous for punishment, and slackeneth it in behalf of them that tmst in thee 
for beneficence. Therefore at that time also, converting itself in lo all fom- s, it rr· inis
tered to thine all-nourishing bounty, according to the desire of them that made 
3upplication; that thy sons,-whom thou lovedst, 0 Lord, might learn that it is not 
the growth of the earth's fruits that nourisheth a man, but that thy word preserveth 
them that trust thee. For that which was not !Parred by fire, when it was simply 27 
wam1ed by a faint sunbeam melted away; that it might be known that we must rise 
before the sun to !(ive thee thanks, and must plead with thee at the dawning of the 
light. For the hope of the unthankful shall melt as the winter's hoar frost, and shall 
flow away as water that hath no use. 

For great are thy judgements, and hard to interpret; therefore souls undis.ciplined 17 
we~t astray. For when lawless men had supposed that they held a holy nation in 
their power, they themselves, prisoners of darkness, and bound in the fetters of a 
l?ng ni~ht, close kept beneath their roofs, lay exiled from the eternal providence. 
for while they thought that they were unseen in their secret sins, they were sundered 3 
one from another by a dark curtain of forgetfulness, stricken with terrible awe, and 

. *.For the world fighteth for the righteous. For at one time the flame lost it< fierceness, that 
it might i:iot burn up the creatures sent against the ungodly, but that these thC'msclves as they 
!ookcd m.'ght sec that ~hey were chased through the judgement of God ; and al another time e\'en 
in the midst of water 1t burneth above the power of tire, that it may destroy the fruits of an un
righteous land. 
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4 sore troubled by spectral forms. For neither did the dark recesses that held them 
guard them from fears; but sounds rushing down rang around them, and phantoms 
appeared, cheerless with unsmiling faces. And no force of fire prevailed to give them 
light, neither were the brightest flames of the stars strong enough to illumine that 
gloomy night: but only there appeared to them the glimmering of a fire self-kindled, 
full of fear; and in terror they deemed the things which they saw to be worse than 

7 that sight en which they could not gaze. And they lay helpless, made the sport of 
magic art, and a shameful rebuke of their vaunts of understanding: for they that 
promised to drive away terrors and troublings from a sick soul, these were themselves 
5ick with a ludicrous fearfulness. For even if no troublous thing affrighted them, 

10 yet, scared with the creepings of vermin and hissings of serpents, they perished for 
very trembling, refusing even to look on the air, which could on no side be escaped.* 

'4 But they, all through the night which was powerless indeed, and which came upon 
them out of the recesses of powerless Hades, all sleeping the same sleep, now were 
haunted by monstrous apparitions, and now were paralysed by their soul's surrender
ing; for fear sudden and unlooked for came upon them. So then every man, who
soever it might be, sinking down in his place, was kept in ward, shut up in that prison 
which was barred not with iron: for whether he were a husbandman, or a shepherd, 
or a labourer whose toils were in the wilderness, he was overtaken, and endured that 

iB inevitable necessity; for with one chain of darkness were they all bound. Whetlll'r 
there were a whistling wind, or a melodious noise of birds among the spreading 
branches, or a measured fall of water running violently, or a harsh crashing of rocks 
hurled down, or the swift course of animals bounding along unseen, or the voice of 
wild beasts harshly roaring, or an echo rebounding from the hollows of the moun-

20 tains: all these things paralysed them with terror. For the whole world beside 
was enlightened with clear light, and was occupied with unhindered works; while 
over them alone was spread a heavy night, - an image of the darkness that should 
afterward receive them. But yet heavier than darkness were they unto them
selves.t 

18 1 Whereas thou didst provide for thy people a burning pillar of fire, to be a guide 
for their unknown journey, and withal a kindly sun for their proud exile. For well 
did the .Egyptians deserve to be deprived of light and imprisoned by darkness, they 
who had kept in close ward thy sons, through whom the incorruptible light of the law 
was lo be given lo the race of men. 

' After they had taken counsel to slay the babes of the holy ones, and when a single 
child had been cast forth and saved to convict them of their sin, thou tookest away 
from them their multitude of children, and deslroyedst all their host together in a 
mighty flood. Of that night were our fathers made aware beforehand, that, having 

7 sure knowledge, they might be cheered by the oaths which they had trusted. So 
by thy people was expected salvation of the righteous and destruction of the enemies; 
for as tho~ didst take vengeance on the adversaries, by the same means, calling us 
unto thyself, thou didst glorify us. For holy children of good men offered sacrifice 
in secret, and with one consent they took upon themselves the covenant of the di,·irw 
law, that they would partake alike in the same good things and the same perils; till' 

ro fathers already leading the sacred songs of praise. But there sounded back in dis-

*For wickcc..lncss, condemned by a witness within, is a coward thing, and, being presse<l hard 
by conscience, alwavs forccaskth the worst lot. For fe<lr is nothing else but a surrender of the.· 
succours which reaSon oficrcth ; and from within the heart the expectation of them being less 
makcth of greater account the ignorance of the caus(· that bringeth the torment. 

18 t But for thy holy ones there was great light; and the Egyptians, hearing their voice but secin,I! 
not their form, counted it a happy thinl( that Lhcy loo had suffered; yet for that they do nol hurl 
them now, though wronged by Lhem before, they are thankful; and because they had been at 
variance with them, they made supplication to them. 
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cord the cry of the enemies, and a piteous voice of lamentation for children was borne 
abroad. And servant along with master punished with a like just doom, and com- II 

moner suffering the same as king, yea, all the people together, under one form of 
death, had with them corpses without number: for the living were not sufficient even 
to bury them, since at a single stroke their nobler offspring was consumed. For 
while they were disbelieving all things by reason of the enchantments, upon the de
struction of the firstborn they confes3ed the people to be God's son. For while peace- 14 
ful silence enwrapped all things, an<l night in her own swiftness was in mid course, 
thine all-powerful word leaped from heaven out of the royal throne, a stem warrior, 
into the midst of the doomed land, bearing as a sharp sword thine unfeigned command
ment; and standing it filled all things with death; and while it touched the heaven 
it trade upon the earth. Then forthwith apparitions in dreams terribly troubled 17 
them, and fears came upon them unlooked for: and each - one thrown here half 
.dead, another there - made manifest wherefore he was dying; for the dreams, 
perturbing them, did foreshew this, that they might not perish without knowing why 
they were afllicted. 

But it befell the righteous also to make trial of death, and a multitude were stricken 20 

in the wilderness. Howbeit the wrath endured not for long. For a blameless man 
hasted to be their champion: bri!lging the weapon of his own ministry, even prayer 
an<l the propitiation of incense, he withstood the indignation, and set an end to the 
calamity, shewing that he was thy servant. And 'he overcame the anger, not by 22 

strength of body, not by efficacy of weapons; but by word did he subdue the minister 
of punishment, by bringing to remembrance oaths and covenants made with the 
fathers. For wlwn the dead were already fallen in heaps one upon another, stand
ing betwcm he slopped the advancing wrath, and cut off the way to the living. For 24 

upon his long high-priestly robe was the whole world, and the glories of the fathers 
were upon the gra\·ing of the four rows of precious stones, and thy majesty was upon 
the diadem of his head. To these the destroyer gave place, and these the people 
feared; for it was enough only to make trial of the wrath. 

But upon the ungodly there came unto the end indignation without mercy. For 19 
their future also God foreknew, how that, having changed their minds to let thy 
people go, and ha\·ing speeded them eagerly on their way, they would repent them
sel\'es and pursue them. For while they were yet in the midst of their mourning, 
and making lamentation at the graves of the dead, they drew upon themselves 
another counsel of folly, and pursued as fugitives those whom with intreaties they 
had cast out. For the doom which they deserved was drawing them unto this 4 
end, and it made them forget the things that had befallen them; that they might 
fill up the punishment which was yet wanting to their torments, and that thy people 
might journey on by a marvellous road, but they themselves might find a strange 
death. 

For the whole creation, each part in its several kind, was fashioned again anew, 6 
ministering to thy several commandments, that thy servants might be guarded free 
from hurt. Then was beheld the cloud that shadowed the camp, and dry land ris
ing up out of what before was water, out of the Red Sea an unhindered highway, and 
a grassy plain out of the violent surge; by which they passed over with all their hosts, 
these that were covered with thy hand, having he held strange marvels. For like 9 

horses they roamed at large, and they skipped about like lambs, praising thee, 0 
Lord, who wast their deliverer. For they still remembered the things that came to 
pass in the time of their sojourning, how that instead of bearing cattle the land 
brought forth lice, and instead of fish the river cast up a multitude of frogs. But 
afterwards they saw also a new race of birds, when, led on by desire, they asked for 
luxurious dainties; for, to solace them, there came up for them quails from the sea. 
And upon the sinners came the punishments not without the tokens that were given 13 
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18 beforehand by the force of the thunders.* For as the notes of a psaltery vary the 
character of the rhythm, even so did the elements, changing their order one with 
another, continuing always the same, each in its several sound: as may clearly be 

19 divined from the sight of the things that are come to pass. For creatures of the dry 
land were turned into creatures of the waters, and creatures that swim trodc now 
upon the earth; fire kept the mastery of its own power in the midst of water, and 
water forgat its quenching nature; contrariwise, flames wasted not the flesh of perish
able creatures that walked among them, neither melted they the icc-lik~ grains of 

22 ambrosial food that were of nature apt to melt. For in all things, 0 Lord, thou didst 
magnify thy people, and thou didst glorify them and not lightly regard them; stand
ing by their side in every time and place. 

•For justly did they suffer through their own wickednesses, for grievous indeeci was the ha
tred which they practised toward guests. For whereas the men of Sodom received not the stran
gers when they came among them, the Egyptians made slaves of guests who were their benefactors.' 
An<l not only so, but God shall visit the men of Sodom after another sort, since they received as 
enemies them that were aliens; whereas these first welcomed with fccu;tings, and Lhcn an1ictcd 
with dreadful toils, them that had already shared with them in the same rights. And moreover they 
were stricken with loss of sight, even as were those others at the righteous man's doors, when, be
ing compassed about with yawning darkness, they sought every one the passage through his own 
door. 
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The Book of Job 

A Dramatic Poem framed in an Epic Story 

STORY PROLOGUE 

I. - THE CURSE 

11.-THE DEBATE 

III.-THE OATH OF CLEARING 

IV. -THE INTERPOSITION OF ELIHU 

V.-THE DIVINE INTERVENTION 

STORY EPILOGUE 



PERSONS OF THE STORY 

THE LORD 

The Sons of God, or Guardian Spirits 

The Adversary: Guardian Spirit of the Earth 

Job 

The Wife of Job 

The Friends of Job 

Messengers 

The SCENE of the Story changes between Heaven and the House of Job in 
land of Uz. 

PERSONS OF THE DRAMA 

Job 

Eliphaz tht> Temanite 

Bildad the Shuhite 

Zophar the Naamathite 

1 Friends of Job 

J 
Elihu the Buzite; a Young Man 

Spectators (mute) 

VOICE OUT OF THE WHIRLWIND 

SCENE of the Drama: The Ash-Mound outside a Village in the Land of Uz. 



STORY PROLOGUE 
THERE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was l 

perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. And there were 
born unto him se,·en sons and three daughters. His substance also was seven thou
sand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five 
hundred she-asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of 
all the children of the east. And his sons went and held a feast in the house of each 4 
one upon his day; and they sent and called for their three sisters to cat and to drink 
with them. And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that 
Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and ofTered burnt 
offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, It rr.ay be that my sons 
h<we sinned, and renounced God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually . 

.1\ow there was a day when the sons of God came to present therrselves before the 6 
LoRll, and the AdYCrsary came also ancong them. 

And the LORD said unto the Adversary, "Whence corr.est thou?" 
Then the .\d,·ersary answered the LORD·, and said, "From going to and fro in the 

earth, and from walking up and down in it." 
And the LORD said unto the Adversary, "Hast thou considered rry sen·ant.Job? a 

for there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright n-.an, one that fcareth 
God, and cscheweth evil." 

Then the :\d,·ersary answered the LORD, and said, "Doth Job fear God for 
nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about hinc, and about his house, and about 
all tl1al he hath, on every side) thou hast b!essed the work of his hands, and his 
substance is increased in the land. But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that II 
he hath, and he will renounce thee to thy face." 

And the LORD said unto the Ad,·ersary, "Be bold, all that he hath is in thy power; 
only upon himself put not forth thine hand." 

So the Adversary went forth from the presence of the LORD. And it fell on a day , 3 
when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's 
house, that there came a messenger unto Job, and said: 

The oxen were plowing, 
and the asses feeding beside them ; 

and the Sabeans fell upon them, 
and took them away; 

yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; 
and I only am escaped alone to tdl thee! 

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said: 

The fire of God is fallen from heaver, 
and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, 

and consumed them; 
and I only am escaped alone to tell thee! 

While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said: 

The Chaldeans made three hands, 
and fell upon the camels, 

and have taken them away, 
yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; 

and I only am escaped alone to tell thee ! 
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18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said: 

Thy sons and thy daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house; 

and, behold, 
there came a great wind from the wilderness, 
and smote the four corners of the house, 

and it fell upon the young men, 
and they are dead; 

and I only am escaped alone to tell thee! 

20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon 
the ground, and worshipped; and he said: 

22 

Naked came I out of my mother's womb, 
And naked shall I return thither! 

The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away: 
Blessed be the Name of the LORD! 

In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God with foolishness. 

2 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
Lmm, and the Adversary came also among them to present himself before the !~ORD. 

And the LORD said unto the Adversary, "from whence comest thou?" 
And the Adversary answered the LORD, and said, "from going to and fro in the 

earth, and from walking up and down in it." 

3 And the LORD said unto the Adversary, "Hast thou considered my servant Joh? 
for there is none like him in the earth. a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and cscheweth evil: and he still holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst 
me against him, to destroy him withot:t cause." 

4 And the Adversary answered the LORD, and said, "Skin for skin, yea, all that 
a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth thine hand now, and touch his hone 
and his flesh, and he will renounce thee to thy face." 

And the LORD said unto the Adversary, "Behold, he is in thine hand; only spare 
his life." 

7 So the Adversary went forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Joh with 
sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took him a potsherd to 
scrape himself withal; and he sat among the ashes. 

Then said his wife qnto him, "Dost thou still hold fast thine integrity? renounce 
God, and die." 

10 But he said unto her, "Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. 
What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?" 

In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 

n Now when Job's three f;iends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, they 
came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, 
and Zophar the Nnmathite: and they made an appointment together to come to 
bemoan him and to comfort him. And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and 
knew him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept; and they rent every one his 
mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven. So they sat down 
with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spake a word unto 
him; for they saw that his grief was very great. 

3 After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. 
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A Wisdom Drama~ 

I. - THE CURSE 
JOB 

I 

Let the day perish wherein I was born; 
And the night which said, There is a man child conceived I 

Let that day be darkness; 
Let not God regard it from above, 
Neither let the Ii"# shine upon it! 
Let darkness and the shadow of death claim it for their own; 
Let a cloud dwell upon it; 
Let all that maketh black the day terrify it! 

As for that night, let thick darkness seize upon it; 
Let it not rejoice among the days of the year; 
Let it not come into the number of the months! 
Lo, let that night be barren; 
Let no joyful voice come therein! 
Let them curse it that curse the day, 
Who are ready to rouse up leviathan ! 
Let the stars of the twilight thereof be dark! 
Let it look for light, but have none; 
Neither let it behold the eyelids of the morning: 

Because it shut not up the doors of my mother's womb, 
Nor hid trouble from mine eyes! 

II 

Job 

3 

4 

6 

8 

IO 

Why died I not from the worn b? II 

Why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly? 
Why did the knees receive me? 

Or why the breasts, that I should suck? 

For now should I have lien down and been quiet; 13 
I should have slept; then had I been at rest, 

With kings and counsellors of the eartfi, 
Which built solitary piles for themselves; 
Or with princes that had gold, 
\\'ho filled their houses with silver; 

Or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been; 
As infants which never saw light. 

There the wicked cease from troubling; 
And there the weary be at rest. 
There the prisoners are at ease together; 
They hear not the voice of the taskmaster. 
The small and great are there; 
And the servan l is free from his master. 

Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, 
And life unto the bitter in soul? 

Which long for clealh, but it cometh not; 
And dig for it more than for hid treasures; 
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Which rejoice exceedingly, 
And are glad when they can find the grave. 

Why is light given to a man whose way is hid, 
And whom God hath hedged in? 

For my sighing cometh before I eat, 
And my roarings are poured out like water. 
For the thing which I fear cometh upon me, 
And that which I am afraid of cometh unto me. 
I am not at ease, neither am I quiet, 
Neither have I rest: but trouble cometh l 

II. -THE DEBATE 
ELIPHAZ 

III 

If one assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? 
But who can withhold himself from speaking? 

Behold, thou hast instructed many, 
And thou hast strengthened the weak hands. 
Thy words have upholden him that was falling, 
And thou hast confirmed the feeble knees. 
But now it is come unto thee, and thou faintest; 
It toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 

Is not thy fear of God thy confidence, 
And thy hope the integrity of thy ways? 

Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? 
Or where were the upright cut off? 

According as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, 
And sow trouble, reap the sarre. 

By the breath of God they perish, 
And by the blast of his anger are they consumed. 
The roaring of the lion, and the voice cf the fierce lion, 
And the teeth of the young lions are broken. 
The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, 
And the whelps of the lioness are scattered abroad. 

Now a thing was secretly brought to me, 
And mine ear received a whisper thereof. 

In thoughts from the visions of the night, 
When deep sleep falleth on men, 
Fear came upon ~e, and trembling, 
Which made all my bones to shake. 
Then a spirit passed before my face; 
The hair of my flesh stood up. 
It stood still, but I could not discern the appearance thereof; 
A form was before mine eyes: 
There was silence, and I heard a voice, saying, 
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"Shall mortal man be just before God? 17 
Shall a man be pure before his Maker? 

Behold, he putteth no trust in his servants; 
And his angels he chargeth with folly: 
How much more them that dwell in houses of clay, 
Whose foundation is in the dust, 
Which are crushed before the moth ! 
Betwixt morning and evening they arc destroyed: 2c 

They perish for ever without any regarding it. 
Is not their tent-cord plucked up within them? 
They die, and that without wisdom." 

Call now: is there any that will answer thee? 5 
And to which of the holy ones wilt thou tum? 
For wxation killeth the foolish man, 
And jealousy slayeth the silly one. 

I have seen the foolish taking root: 
. But suddenly I cursed his habitation. 
His children are far from safety, 
And they arc crushed in the gate, 
Neither is there any to deliver them. 
Whose han·cst the hungry eateth up, S 
And taketh it nen out of the thorns, 
And the snare gapeth for their substance. 
For affiiction cometh not forth of the dust, 
Neither doth trouble spring out of the ground; 
But man is born unto trouble, 
As the sparks fly upward. 

But as for me, I would seek unto God, 8 
And unto God would I commit my cause: 

Which doeth great things and unsearchable; 
Marvellous things without number: 
Who giveth rain upon the earth, 
And sendeth waters upon the fields: 

So that he sctleth up on high those that be low; II 

And those which mourn arc exalted to safety. 
He frustrateth the devices of the crafty, 
So that their hands cannot perform their enterprise. 
He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: 
And the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. 
They meet with darkness in the day-time, 14 
And grope at noonday as in the night. 
But he savcth from the sword of their mouth, 
Even the needy from the hand of the mighty. 
So the poor hath hope, 
And iniquity stoppclh her mouth. 

Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: 17 
Therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty. 

For he maketh sore, and bindeth up; 
He woundcth, and his hands make whole. 

1043 



Job 

22 

6 

5 

II 

-->6 The Books of Wisdom 

He shall deliver thee in six troubles; 
Y ca, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 

In famine he shall redeem thee from death; 
And in war from the power of the sword. 

Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue; 
Neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh. 

At destruction and dearth thou shalt laugh: 
Neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 

For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field; 
And the beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee. 

And thou shalt know that thy tent is in peace; 
And thou shalt visit thy fold and shalt miss· nothini;. 

Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be great, 
And thine offspring as the grass of the eanh. 

Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, 
Like as a shock of com cometh in in its season. 

Lo this, we have searched it, so it is; 
Hear it, and know thou it for thy good. 

JOB 
IV 

Oh that my vexation were but weighed, 
And my calamity laid in the b:ilanc;cs together! 
For now it wo\1ld be heavier than the sand of the seas: 
Therefore have my words been rash. 
For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, 
The poison whereof my spirit drinketh up: 
The terrors of God do set themselves in (_Lrray against me. 

Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass? 
Or loweth the ox over his fodder? 
Can that which hath no sarnur be eaten without salt? 
Or is there any taste in the white of an egg? 
What things my soul refused to touch, 
These are as my loathsome meat. 

Oh that I might have my request; 
And that God would grant me the thing that I long forl 
Even that it would please God to crush me; 
That he would let loose his hand and cut me off! 
Then should I yet have comfort; 
Yea, I would exult in pain that spareth not: 
For I have not denied the words of the Holy One. 

What is my strength, that I should wait? 
And what is mine end, that I should be patient? 
Is my strength the strength of stones? 
Or is my flesh of brass? 
Is it not that I have no help in me, 
And that sound wisdom is driven quite from me? 
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" 
To him that is ready to faint kindness should be shewed from his friend; 14 
Even to him that forsaketh the fear of the Almighty. 

My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, 
As the channel of brooks that pass away; 
Which are black by reason of the ice, 
And wherein the snow hideth itself: 
What time they wax warm, they vanish: 
When it is hot, they are consumed out of their place. 
The paths of their way are turned aside, lB 
They go up into the waste and perish. 
The caravans of Terna looked, 
The companies of Sheba waited for them; 
They were ashamed because they had hoped; 
They came thither and were confounded. 

For now ye are nothing; 21 

Ye see a terror, and arc afraid. 
Did I say, Gh·e unto me? 
Or, Offer a present for me of your substance? 
Or, Deliver me from the adversary's hand? 
Or, Redeem me from the hand of the oppressors? 
Teach me, and I will hold my peace; 
And cause me to understand wherein I have erred. 
How forcible are words of uprightness! 25 
But what doth your arguing reprove? 
Do ye imagine to reprove words? 
Seeing that the speeches of one that is desperate are as wind. 
Y ca, ye would cast lots upon the fatherless, 
And make merchandise of your friend. 

Now therefore be pleased to look upon me; 28 
For surely I shall not lie to your face. 

Return, I pray you, let there be no injustice; 
Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. 

Is there in justice on my tongue? 
Cannot my taste discern mischievous things? 

Is there not a time of service to man upon earth? 7 
And are not his days like the days of an hireling? 

As a. servant that earnestly dcsireth the shadow, 
And as an hireling that looketh for his wages, 
So am I made to possess months of vanity, 
And wearisome nights are appointed to me. 
When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise? 4 
But the night is long; 
And I am full of tossings to and fro 
Unto the dawning of the day. 
My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; 
My skin closeth up and breaketh out afresh. 
My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, 6 
And arc spent without hope. 
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Oh remember that my life is wind: 
l\Iine eye shall no more see good. 

The eye of him that seeth me shall behold me no more: 
Thine eyes shall be upon me, but I shall not be. 

As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away, 
So he that goeth down to Sheol shall come up no more. 

He shall return no more to his house, 
Neither shall his place know him any more. 

Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; 
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; 
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 

Am I a sea, or a sea-monster, 
That thou settest a watch over me? 
When I say, My bed shall comfort me, 
My couch shall ease my complaint: 
Then thou searest n:e \\·ith dreams, 
And terrifies! me through visions: 
So that my soul chooseth strangling, 
And death rather than these my bones. 
I loathe my life; 
I would not liYe alway; 
Let me alone; 
For my days are vanity. 
What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him, 
And that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him, 
And that thou shouldest visit him every morning, 
And try him eYery moment? 
How long wilt thou not look away from me, 
Nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle? 

If I have sinned, what can I do unto thee, 0 thou watcher of men? 
Why hast thou set me as a mark for thee, 
So that I am a burden to mvself? 
And why dost thou not pard.on my transgression, 
And take away mine iniquity? 
For now shall I lie <lown in the dust; 
And thou shalt seek me diligently, but I shall not be! 

BILD AD 
VI 

How long "·ilt thou speak these things? 
And how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a mighty wind? 

Doth God pervert judgement? 
Or dcth the Almighty pem~rt justice? 

If thy children have sinned against him, 
And he haw delivered them into the hand of their transgre;;-:ion: 
If thou wouldest seek diligently unto God, ' 
And make thy supplication to the Almighty; 

If thou wert pure and upright, surely now he would awake for thee, 
And make the habit~tion of thy righteousness prosperous. 
And thcugh thy beginning was small, 
Yet thy !alter end shoulrl greatly increase. 
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For inquire, I pray thee, of the former age, 8 
And apply thyself to that which their fathers have searched out: 

(For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, 
Because our days upon earth are a shadow :J 
Shall not they teach thee and tell thee, 
And utter words out of their heart? 

Can the rush grow up without mire? n 
Can the flag grow without water? 

Whilst it is yet in its greenness, and not cut down, 
It withereth before any other herb. 
So are the paths of all that forget God; 
And the hope of the godless man shall perish: 

\\"hose confidence shall break in sunder, 14 
And whose trust is a spider's web. 
He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not stand: 
He shall hold fast thereby, but it shall not endure. 

He is green before the sun, and his shoots go forth over his garden; 
His roots are wrapped about the heap, he beholdeth the place of stones. 17 

If he be destroyed from his place, 
Then it shall deny him, saying, I have not seen thee. 
Behold, this is the joy of his way, 
And out of the earth shall others spring. 

Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, 20 

Neither will he uphold the e\·il-doers. 
He will yet fill thy mouth with laughter, 
And thy lips with shouting. 
They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame, 
And the tent of the wicked shall be no more. 

JOB 9 
VII 

Of a tnith I know that it is so: 
But how can man be just with God? 

If he be pleased to contend with him, 
He cannot answer him one of a thousand. 
He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: 
Who hath hardened himself against him, and prospered? 

Which removeth the mountains and they know it not, 
When he overturneth them in his anger. 
Which shaketh the earth out of her place, 
And the pillars thereof tremble. 
Which c:immandcth the sun and it riseth not; 
And sealeth up the stars. 

Which alone stretcheth out the heavens, 
And trcadeth upon the waves of the sea. 
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Which maketh the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, 
And the chambers of the south. 
Which doeth great things past finding out; 
Yea, marvellous things without number. 

Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: 
He passeth on also, but I perceive him not. 
Behold, he seizeth the prey, who can hinder him? 
Who will say unto him, What doest thou? 

God will not withdraw his anger; 
The helpers of Rahab do stoop under him. 
How much less shall I answer him, 
And choose out my words to reason with him! 

Whom, though I were righteous, 
Yet would I not answer; 
I would make supplication to mine adversary. 

If I had called, 
And he had answered me; 
Yet would I not believe that he hearkened unto my voice. 

For he breaketh me with a tempest, 
And multiplieth my wounds without cause. 
He will not suffer me to take my breath, 
But filleth me with bitterness. 

If we speak of the strength of the mighty, 
Lo, he is there ! 
And if of judgement, 
Who will appoint me a time? 

Though I be righteom, mine own mouth shall condemn me; 
Though I be perfect, it shall prove mce perverse. 
Though I be perfect, I will not regard m ysclf; 

I despise my life. 
It is all one; therefore I say, 
He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked. 

If the scourge slay suddenly, 
He will mock at the trial of the innocent. 
The earth is given into the hand of the wicked; 
He covereth the faces of the judges thereof. 

If it be not HE, 
WHO then is it? 

VIII 

Now my days are swifter than a post: 
They flee away, they see no good. 
They are passed away as the swift ships: 
As the eagle that swoopeth on the prey. 
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If I say, 
"I will forget my complaint, 
I will put off my sad countenance, 
And be of good cheer:" 

I am afraid of all my sorrows, 
I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent; 
I shall be condemned; 

Why then do I labour in vain? 

If I wash myself with snow water, 
And make my hands never so clean: 
Yet wilt thou plunge me in the ditch, 
And mine own clothes shall abhor me. 

For he is not a man as I am, that T should answer him, 
That we should come together in judgement; 
There is no daysman betwixt us, 
That might lay his hand upon us both: 

Let him take his rod away from me, 
And let not his terror make me afraid, 
Then would I speak and not fear him: 

For I am not so in myself. 

IX 

Job 

30 

l\Iy soul is weary of my life; 10 
I will give free course to my complaint; 
I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 
I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; 
Shew me wherefore thou contendest with me. 

Is it good unto thee that thou shouldest oppress, 3 
That thou shouldest despise the work of thine hands, 

And shine upon the counsel of the wicked? 
Hast thou eyes of flesh, 
Or seest thou as man seeth? 
Are thy days as the days of man, 
Or thy years as man's days, 
That thou inquires! after mine iniquity, 
And searchest after my sin, 
Although thou.knowest that I am not wicked; 
And there is none that can deliver out of thine hand? 

Thine hands have framed me 8 
And fashioned me together round about; 

Yet thou' dost destroy me. 
Remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast fashioned me as clay; 

And wilt thou bring me into dust again? 
Hast thou not poured me out as milk, 
And curdled me like cheese? 
Thou hast clothed me with skin and flesh, 
And knit me together with bones and sinews. 
Thou hast granted me life and favour, J2 
And thy visitation hath preserved my spirit. 
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Yet these things thou didst hide in thine heart; 
I know that this is with thee: · 

If I sin, 
Then thou markest me, 
And thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity. 

If I be wicked, 
Woe unto me; 

And if I be righteous, 
Yet shall I not lift up my head, 
Being filled with ignominy, 
And looking upon mine affliction. 

And if my head exalt itself, 
Thou huntest me as a lion, 
And again thou shewest thyself marvellous upon me. 
Thou renewest thy witnesses against me, 
And increasest thine indignation upon me; 
Host after host is against me. 

x 
Wherefore then hast thou brought me forth out of the womb? 

I had given up the ghost, and no eye had seen me. 
I should have been as though I had not been; 
I should have been carried from the womb to the grave. 

Are not my days few? 
Cease then, and let me alone, 
That I may take comfort a little, 
Before I go whence I shall not return: 

Even to the land of darkness and of the shadow of death: 
A land of thick darkness, as darkness itself; 
A land of the shadow of death, without any order; 
And where the light is as darkness. 

ZOPHAR 
XI 

Should not the multitude of words be answered? 
And should a man full of talk be justified? 
Should thy boastings make men hold their peace? 
And when thou mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed? 

For thou sayest, My doctrine is pure, 
And I am clean in thine eyes. 

But Oh that God would speak, 
And open hi3 lips against thee; 
Ar.d that he would shew thee the secrets of wisdom: 
For sound wisdom is manifold. 

Know therefore that God exacteth of thee 
Less than thine iniquity deserveth. 

Canst thou by searching find out God? 
Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? 
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It is high as heaven; 
What canst thou do? 
Deeper than Sheol; 
What canst thou know? 
The measure thereof is longer than the earth, 
And broader than the sea. 
If he pass through, and shut up, 
And call unto judgement, then who can hinder him? 
For he knoweth vain men: 
He seeth iniquity also, and him that considereth not. 
But vain man is void of understanding, 
Yea, man is born as a wild ass's colt. 

If thou set thine heart aright, 
And stretch out thine hands toward him; 
If iniquity be,in thine hand, put it far away, 
And let not unrighteousness dwell in thy tents; 

Surely then shalt thou lift up. thy face without spot; 
Yea, thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not fear: 

For thou shalt forget thy misery; 
Thou shalt remember it as waters that are passed away: 

And thy life shall be clearer than the noonday; 
Though there be darkness, it shall be as the morning. 
And thou shalt be secure, 
Because there is hope; 
Yea, thou shalt search about thee, 
And shalt take thy rest in safety. 
Also thou shalt lie down, 
And norie shall make thee afraid; 
Yea, many shall make suit unto thee. 
But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, 
And they shall have no way to flee, 
And their hope shall be the giving up of the ghost. 

JOB 
XII 

No doubt but ye are the people, 
And wisdom shall die with you. 

But I have understanding as well as you; 
I am not inferior to you: 
Yea, who knoweth not such things as these? 

I am as one that is a laughing-stock to his neighbour, 
A man that called upon God, and he answered him, 
The just, the perfect man is a laughing-stock. 

Job 

In the thought of him that is at ease there is contempt for misfortune, 
It is ready for them whose foot slippeth. 
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The tents of robbers prosper, 
And they that provoke God are secure, 
That bring their god in their hand. 

But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; 
And the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee; 

Or, speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee; 
And the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee: 

.Vho knoweth not in all these that "the hand of the LORD hath wrought 
this?" 

In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, 
And the breath of all mankind. 

XIU 

"Doth !"lot the ear try words 
"Even as the palate tasteth its meat? 
"With aged men is wisdom, 
"And in length of days understanding." 

With HrM is wisdom and might: 
He hath counsel and understanding. 

Behold, he breaketh down, 
And it cannot be built again; 
He shutteth up a man, 
And there can be no opening. 
Behold, he withholdeth the waters, 
And they dry up. 
Again he sendeth them out, 
And they overturn the earth. 

With HIM is strength and sound wisdom; 
The deceived and the deceiver are His. 

He leadeth counsellors away spoiled, 
And judges maketh he fools. 
He looseth the bond of kings, 
And bindeth their loins with a girdle. 
He lecdeth priests away spoiled, 
And overthroweth the mighty. 
He removeth the speech of the trusty, 
And taketh away the understanding of the elders. 
He poureth contempt upon princes, 
And looseth the belt of the strong. 
He discovereth deep things out of darkness, 
And bringeth out to light the shadow of death. 
He increaseth the nations, 
And destroyeth them; 
He spreadeth the nations abroad, 
And bringeth them in. 
He taketh away the heart of the chiefs of the people of the earth, 
And causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way. 
They grope in the dark without light, 
And he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man. 
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XIV 

Lo, mine eye hath seen all this, 
Mine ear hath heard and understood it. 
What ve know, the same do I know also: 
I am not inferior unto you. 

Surely I would speak to the Almighty, 
An<l I desire to reason with God. 

llut ye are forgers of lies, 
Ye are all physicians of no value. 
Oh that ye would altogether hold your peacel 
And it should be your wisdom. 

Hear now my reasoning, 
And hearken to the pleadings of my lips. 

Will ye speak unrighteously for God, 
And talk deceitfully for him? 
\\'ill ye respect his person' 
Will ye con tend for God? 
Is it good that he should search you out? 
Or as one deceiveth a man, will ye deceive him? 
He will surely reprove you, 
If ye do secretly respect persons. 
Shall not his excellency make you afraid, 
And his dread fall upon you? 
Your memorable sayings are proYerbs of ashes, 
Your defences are defences of clay. 

Hol<l your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, 
And let come on me what will. 
At all adventures I will take my flesh in my teeth, 
And put my life in mine hand. 
Though he slay me, yet will I wait for him: 
Nevertheless I will maintain my ways before him. 
He also shall be my salvation; 
For a godless man shall not come before him. 
Hear diligently my speech, 
And let my declaration be in your ears. 
Behold now, I have ordered my cause; 
I know that I shall be justified. 
Who is he that will contend with me? 
For now if I hold my peace I shall give up the ghost. 

Only do not two things unto me, 
Then will I not hide myself from thy face: 
Withdraw thine hand far from me; 
And let not thy terror make me afraid: 
Then call thou, and I will answer; 
Or let me speak, and answer thou me. 

How many are mine iniquities and sins? 
Make me to know my transgression and my sin. 
Wherefore hidest thou thy face, 
And holdesl me for thine enemy? 

Wilt thou harass a driven leaf? 
And wilt thou pursue the dry stubble? 
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For thou writes! bitter things against me, 
And makes! me to inherit the inquities of my youth: 
Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks, 
And markest all my paths; 
Thou drawest thee a line about the soles of my feet: 
Though I am like a rotten thing that consumeth, 
Like a garment that is moth-eaten. 

xv 
Man that is born of a woman 
Is of few days, and full of trouble; 
He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down, 
He fleeth also as a shadow and continueth not. 

And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one, 
And bringest me into judgement with thee? 

Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one! 
Seeing his days are determined, 
The number of his months is with thee, 
And thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass; 

Look away from him, that he may rest, 
Till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day. 

For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, 
That it will sprout again, 
And that the tender branch thereof will not cease; 

Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, 
And the stock thereof die in the ground, 
Yet through the scent of water it will bud, 
And put forth boughs like a plant. 

But man dieth, and wasteth away: 
Yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is be? 
As the waters fail from the sea, 
And the river decayeth and drieth up, 

So man lieth down and riseth not; 
Till the heavens be no more they shall not awake, 
Nor be roused out of their sleep. 

Oh that thou wouldest hide me in Sheol, 
That thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, 
That thou wouldest appoint me a set time and remember mel 
-- If a man die, shall he live again ? --
All the days of my warfare would I wait, till my release should come; 
Thou shouldest call, and I would answer thee: 
Thou wouldest have a desire to the work of thine hands. 

But no'f thou numberest my steps: 
Dost thou not watch over my sin? 
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My transgression is sealed up in a bag, 
And thou fastenest up mine iniquity. 

Job 

And surely the mountain falling cometh to nought, 18 
And the rock is removed out of its place, 
The waters wear the stones, 
The o\·erflowings thereof wash away the dust of the earth: 

And thou destroyest the hope of man: 
Thou prernilest for eYer against him, and he passeth; 20 

Thou changes! his countenance, and sendest him away; 
His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; 
And they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them; 
Only for himself his flesh hath pain, 
And for himself his soul mciumeth. 

ELIPHAZ 15 
X\"l 

Should a wise man make answer with vain knowledge, 2 

And fill his belly with the east wind? 
Should he reason with unprofitable talk, 

Or with speeches wherewith he can do no good? 

Yea, thou doest away with fear, 4 
And restrainest devotion before God. 

For thine iniquity teacheth thy mouth, 
And thou chooses! the tongue of the crafty. 
Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I; 
Yea, thine own lips testify against thee. 

Art thou the first man that was born? 7 
Or wast thou brought forth before the hills? 

Hast thou heard the secret counsel of God? 
And dost thou restrain wisdom to thyself? 

\\'hat knowest thou, that we know not? 
What understandest thou, which is not in us? 

With us are both the grayheaded and the very aged men, 
Much cider than thy father. 

Are the consolations of God too small for thee, n 
And the word that dealcth gently with thee? 

Why doth thine heart carry thee away? 
And why do thine eyes wink? 
That thou turnest thy spirit against God, 
And lettest such words go out of thy mouth. 

What is man, that he should be clean? 4 
And he which is born of a woman, that he should be righteous? 

Bch<ild, he putteth no trust in his holy ones; 
Yea, the heavens are not clean in his sight: 
How much less one that is abominable and corrupt, 
A man that drinketh iniquity like water l 
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XVII 

I will shew thee, hear thou me; 
And that which I have seen I will declare: 

(Which wise men have told from their fathers, and have not hid it; 
Unto whom alone the land was given, 
And no stranger passed among them:) 

The wicked man lravaileth with pain all his days, 
Even the number of years that are laid up for the oppressor. 
A sound of terrors is in his ears; 
In prosperity the spoiler shall come upon him: 
He Lelicveth not that he shall return out of darkness, 
And he is waited for of the sword: 
He wandcreth abroad for bread, saying, Where is it? 
He knoweth that the day of darkness is ready at his hand: 
Distress and anguish make him afraid; 
They prevail against him, as a king ready to the battle: 

Because he hath stretched out his hand against God, 
And behaveth himself proudly against the Almighty; 
He tunneth upon him with a stilT neck, 
With the thick bosses of his bucklers: 
Because he hath covered his face with his fatness, 
And made collops of fat on his flanks; 
And he hath dwell in desolate cities, 
In houses which no man inhabited, 
Which were ready to become heaps. 

He shall not be rich, neither shall his substance continue, 
Neither shall their produce bend to the earth. 
He shall not depart out of darkness; 
The flame shall dry up his branches, 
And by the breath of his mouth shall he go away. 

Let him not trust in vanity, deceiving himself: 
For vanity shall be his recompence. 
It shall be accomplished before his time, 
And his branch shall not be green. 
He shall shake off his unripe grape as the vine, 
And shall rnst off his flower as the olive. 

'for the company of the godless shall be barren, 
And lire shall consume the tents of bribery. 

They conceive mischief, 
And bring forth iniquity, 
And their belly prepareth deceit. 

JOB 
XVlll 

I have heard many such things: 
Miserable comforters are ye all. 

Shall vain words have an end? 
Or what provoketh thee that thou answerest? 

I also could speak as ye do; 
If your soul were in my soul's stead, 
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JY 

I could join words together against you, 
And shake mine head at you. 

But I would strengthen you with my mouth, 
And the solace of my lips should assuage your grief. 

Though I speak, my grief is not assuaged: 6 
And though I forbear, what am I eased? 
But now he hath made me weary: 
Thou hast made desolate all my company. 
And thou hast laid fast hold on me, which is a witness against me; 
And my leanness riseth up against me, it testifieth to my face. 
He hath tom me in his wrath, and persecuted me; 
He hath gnashed upon me with his teeth: 
l\Iine ad\'ersary sharpencth his eyes upon me. 
They have gaped upon me with their mouth; 10 

They have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully: 
They gather themselves together against me. 
God delivereth me to the ungodly, 
And casteth me into the hands of the wicked. 
I was al ease, and he brake me asund~r; 
Yea, he hath taken me by the neck, and dashed me to pieces: 
He hath also set me up for his mark. 
His archers compass me round about, 
Ile clea\'eth my reins asunder, and doth not spare; 
He poureth out my gall upon the ground. 
He breaketh me with breach upon breach; 14 
He runneth upon me like a giant. 
I ha\'e sewed sackcloth upon my skin, 
And haYe laid my horn in the dust. 
l\Iy face is foul with weeping, 
And on my eyelids is the shadow of death; 
Although there is no violence in mine hands, 
And my prayer is pure. 

0 earth, Co\'er not thou my blood, 18 
And let my cry have no resting place. 
Even now, behold, my Witness is in heaven, 
And He that voucheth for me is on high. 
l\I y friends scorn me: 
But mine eye poureth out tears unto God, 
That one might plead for a man with God, 
As a son of man pleadeth for his neighbour. 

For when a few years are come, 
I shall go the way whence I shall not return. 
My spirit is consumed, my days are extinct, 17 
The grave is ready for me. 

Surely there are mockers with me, 
And mine eye abideth in their provocation. 
Give now a pledge, be surety for me with thyself; 
Who is there that will strike hands with me? 
For thou hast hid their heart from understanding: 
Therefore shalt thou not exalt them. 
He that denounceth his friends for a prey, s 
Even the eyes of his children shall fail. 
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He hath made me also a byword of the people; 
And I am become an open abhorring. 
Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow, 
And all my members are as a shadow. 
Upright men shall be astonied at this, 
And the innocent shall stir up himself against the godless. 
Yet shall the righteous hold on his way, 
And he that hath clean hands shall wax stronger and stronger. 

But return ye, all of you, and come now! 
And I shall not find a wise man among you. 

My days are past, my purposes are broken off, 
Even the thoughts of my heart. 
They change the night into day: 
The light, say they, is near unto the darkness. 
If I look for Sheol as mine house; 
If I have spread my couch in the darkness; 
If I have said to corruption, Thou art my father; 
To the worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister; 
Where then is my hope? 
And as for my hope, who shall see it? 
It shall go down to the bars of Sheol, 
When once there is rest in the dust. 

BILD AD 
XIX 

How long will ye lay snares for words? 
Consider, and afterwards we will speak. 

Wherefore are we counted as beasts, 
And are become unclean in your sight? 

Thou that tearest thyself in thine anger, 
Shall the earth be forsaken for thee? 
Or shall the rock be removed out of its place? 

Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, 
And the spark of his fire shall not shine. 

The light shall be dark in his tent, 
And his lamp above him shall be put out. 

The steps of his strength shall be straitened, 
And his own counsel shall cast him down 

For he is cast into a net by his own feet, 
And he walkcth upon the toils. 

A gin shall take him by the heel, 
And a snare shall lay hold on him. 

A noose is hid for him in the ground, 
And a trap for him in the way. 

Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, 
And shall chase him at his heels. 

His strength shall be hungerbitten, 
And calamity shall be ready for his halting. 

It shall devour the members of his body, 
Yea, the firstborn of death shall devour his members. 
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He shall be rooted out of his tent wherein he trusteth; 
And he shall be brought to the king of terrors. 

There shall dwell in his tent that which is none of his: 
Brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation. 

His roots shall be dried up beneath, 
And above shall his branch be cut off. 

His remembrance shall perish from the earth, 
And he shall have no name in the street. 

He shall be driven from light into darkness, 
And chased out of the world. 

He shall have neither son nor son's son among his people, 
Nor any remaining where he sojourned. 

They that come after shall be astonied at his day, 
As they that went before were affrightcd. 

Surely such arc the dwellings of the unrighteous, 
And this is the place of him that knoweth not God. 

JOB 
xx 

How long will ye vex my soul, 
And break me in pieces with words? 

These ten times have ye reproached me; 
Ye are not ashamed that ye deal hardly with me. 

And be it indeed that I have erred, 
!\fine error remaineth with mvself. 

If indeed ye will magnify yours~lves against me, 
And plead against me my reproach: 

Know now that God hath subverted me in my cause, 
And hath compassed me witb his net. 

Job 

17 

20 

19 

Behold, I cry out of wrong, 7 
But I am not heard; 

I cry for help, 
But there is no judgement. 

He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, 
And hath set darkness in my paths. 

He hath stripped me of my glory, 9 
And taken the crown from my head. 

He hath broken me down on every side, and I am gone: 
And mine hope hath he plucked up like a tree. 

He hath also kindled his wrath against me, 
And he counteth me unto him as one of his adversaries. 

His troops come on together, and cast up their way against me, 12 

And encamp round about my tent. 
He hath put my brethren far from me, 

And mine acquaintance are wholly estranged from me. 
My kinsfolk have failed, 

And my familiar friends have forgotten me. 
They that dwell in mine house, and my maids, count me for a stranger; 15 

I am an alien in their sight. 
I call unto my servant, and he giveth me no answer, 

Though I intreat him with my n.outh. 
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My breath is strange to my wire, 
And my supplication to the children of my body. 

Even young children despise me; 
If I arise, they speak against me. 

All my inward friends abhor me: 
And they whom I loved are turned against me. 

My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, 
And I am escaped with the skin of my teeth. 

Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, 0 ye my friends, 
For the hand of God hath touched me! 

Why do ye persecute me as God, 
And are not satisfied with my flesh? 

Oh that my words were now written! 
Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 
That with an iron pen and lead 
They were graven in the rock for ever! 

For I know that ~!Y VINDICATOR Ll\'ETH, 

And that He shall stand up at the last upon the earth; 
And after my skin hath been thus destroyed, 
Yet without my Jlesh shall I sec God! 

Whom I shall see on my side, 
And mine eyes- shall behold, and not another. 
- My reins are consumed within me -

[He nearly faints. A pause. 

If ye say, How we will persecute him! 
And that the root of the matter is found in him; 

Be ye afraid of the sword: 
For wrathful are the punishments of the sword, 

That ye may know there is a judgement -

ZOPHAR (interrupting) 
XX! 

Therefore do my thoughts give answer to me, 
Even by reason of my haste that i; in me. 

I have heard the reproof which putteth me to shame, 
And the spirit of my understanding answereth me. 

Knowest thou not this of old time, 
Since man was placed upon earth, 

That the triumphing of the wicked is short, 
And the joy of the godless but for a moment? 

Though his excellency m0unt up to the heaveni, 
And his head reach unto the clouds; 

Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: 
They which have seen him shall say, Where is he? 
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He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found: 8 
Yea, he shall be chased away as a vision of the night. 
The eye which saw him shall sec him no more; 
Neither shall his place any more behold him. 
His children shall seek the favour of the poor, 
And his hands shall give back his wealth. 

His bones are full of his youth, 11 

But it shall iie down with him in the dust. 
Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth, 
Though he hide it under his tongue; 
Though he spare it, and will not let it go, 
But keep it still within his mouth; 

Yet his meat in his bowels is turned, 14 
It is the gall of asps within him. 

He hath swallowed down riches, 
And he shall rnmit them up again; 
God shall cast them out of his belly. 
He shall suck the poison of asps: 
The \•iper's tongue shall slay him. 
He shall not look upon the rivers, 17 
The flowing streams of honey and butter. 

That which he laboured for 
Shall he restore, 
And shall not swallow it down; 

According to the substance that he hath gotten, 
He shall not rejoice. 

For he !nth oppressed and forsaken the poor; 19 
He hath Yiolently taken away an house which he builded not. 
Because he knew no quietness in his greed, 

He shall not save aught of that wherein he delighteth 
There was·nothing left that he devoured no~ 

Therefore his prosperity shall not endure. 
In the fulness of his sufficiency 22 

He shall be in straits: 
The hand of every one that is in misery shall come upon him. 

\\Then he is about to fill his belly, 
God shall cast the fierceness of his wrath upon him, 
And shall rain it upon him while he is eating. 

He shall flee from the iron weapon, 24 

And the bow of brass shall strike him through; 
He draweth it forth and it cometh out of his body: 
Yea, the glittering point cometh out of his gall; 
Terrors are upon him; 
All darkness is laid up for his treasures: 26 
A fire not blown by man shall devour him; 
It shall consume that which is left in his tent. 
The heavens shall reveal his iniquity, 
And the earth shall rise up against him. 
The increase of his house shall depart, 
His goods shall flow away in the day of his wrath. 

This is the portion of a wicked man from God, "9 
And the heritage appointed unto him by God. 
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And let this be your consolations. 
Suffer me, and I also will speak: 

And after that I have spoken, mock on. 
As for me, is my complaint to man? 

And why should I not be iir.patient? 
Mark me, and be astonished, 

And lay your hand upon your mouth. 
Even when I remember I am troubled, 

And horror taketh hold on rr,y flesh. 

Wherefore do the wicked live, 
Become old, yea, wax mighty in power? 

Their seed is established with them in their sight, 
An<l their offspring before their eyes. 

Their houses are safe from fear, 
Neither is the rod of Goel upon them. 

Their bull gendercth, and failcth not; 
Their cow calveth, and casteth not her calf. 

They send forth their liHle ones like a flock, 
And their children dance. 

They sing to the timbrel and harp, 
And rejoice at the sound of the pipe. 

They spend their days in prosperity, 
And in a moment they go down to Sheol. 

Yet they said unto God, "Depart from us, 
For we desire not the knowledge of thy ways. 

What is the Almighty that we should serve him? 
And what profit should we have if ~·e pray unto him?" 

ELIPHAZ (interrupting) 
XXJJT 

Lo, their prosperity is not in their hand: 
The counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

JOB 
How oft is it that the lamp of the wicked is put out? 
That their calamity cometh upon them? 
That God distributeth sorrows in his anger? 
That they are as slubblc before the wind, 
And as chaff that the stom1 carrieth away? 

BILDAD (interrupting) 
God layeth up his iniquity for his children. 

JOB 
Let Him recorPpense it unto hin'self, that he may know it. 
Let his own eyes see his destruction, 
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And let him drink of the wrath of the Almighty. 
For what pleasure hath he in his house after him, 
When the number of his months is cut off in the midst? 

ZOPHAR (interrupting) 
Shall any teach God knowledge, 
Seeing he j udgeth those that are high? 

JOB 
One dieth in his full strength, 
Being wholly at ease and quiet; 
His breasts are full of milk, 
And the marrow of his hones is moistened. 
And another dieth in bitterness of soul, 
And never tasteth of good. 
They lie down alike in the dust, 
And the worm covereth them. 

[The Friends offer to interrupt. 

Behold, I know your thoughts, 
And the devices which ye _wrongfully imagine against me, 
For ye say, "\\"here is the house of the prince? 
And where is the tent wherein the wicked dwelt?" 

Have ye not asked them that go by the way? 
And do ye not know their tokens? 
That the evil man is spared in the day of calamity? 
That they are led away in the day of wrath? 
Who shall declare his way to his face? 
And who shall repay him what he hath done? 
Moreover he is borne lo the grave, 
And they shall keep watch over his tomb; 
The clods of the valley are sweet unto him, 
And all men draw after him, 
As there were innumerable hcfore him. 

How then comfort ye me in vain, 
Seeing in your answers there rcmaineth only falsehood? 

Job 
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ELIPHAZ 22 
XXIV 

Can a man be profitable unto God? 2 

Surely he that is wise is profitable unto himself. 
Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that thou art righteous? 
Or is it gain to hill'I that thou makest thy ways perfect? 
Is it for thy fear of him that he reproveth thee, 
That he entereth with thee into judgement? 

Is not thy wickedness great? s 
Neither is there any end to thine iniquities. 
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For thou hast taken pledges of thy brother for nought, 
And stripped the naked of their clothing. 
Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, 
And thou hast withholden bread from the hungry. 
But as for the mighty man, he had the land, 
And the honourable man, he dwelt in it. 
Thou hast sent widows away empty, 
And the arms of the fatherless have been broken. 

Therefore snares are round about thee, 
And sudden fear troubleth thee, 
Or darkness, that thou canst not see, 
And abundance of waters cover thee. 

Is not God in the height of heaven? 
And behold the height of the stars, how high they are I 

And thou sayest, "What doth God know? 
Can he judge through the thick darkness? 
Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he seeth not; 
And he walketh in the circuit of heaven." 

Wilt thou keep the old way 
Which wicked men have trodden? 
Who were snatched away before their time, 
Whose foundation was poured out as a stream: 
Who said unto God, Depart from us; 
And, What can the Almighty do for us? 
Y ct he filled their houses with good things: 
But the counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

The righteous see it, and arc glad; 
And the innocent laugh them to scorn: 
Saying, Surely they that did rise up against us are cut off, 
And the remnant of them the fire hath consumed. 

xxv 

Acquaint now thyself with him and be at peace: 
Thereby good shall come unto thee. 

Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, 
And lay up his words in thine heart. 

If thou return to the Almighty, 
Thou shalt be built up; 

If thou put away unrighteousness far from thy tents. 
And lay thou thy treasure in the dust, 
And the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks; 

And the Almighty shall be thy treasure, 
And precious silver unto thee. 
For then shalt thou delight thyself in the Almighty, 
And shalt lift up thy face unto God. 

Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, 
And he shall hear thee; 
And thou shalt pay thy vows. 

Thou shalt also decree a thing, 
And it shall be established unto thee: 
And light shall shine upon thy ways. 
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When they cast thee down, 29 
Thou shalt say, There is lifting up; 
And the humble person he shall save. 
He shall deliver even him that is not innocent: 
Yea, he shall be delivered through the cleanness of thine hands. 

JOB 23 
XXVI 

Even to-day is my complaint rebellious: 2 

My stroke is heavier than my groaning. 

Oh that I knew where I might find him, 3 
That I might come even to his seat! 

I would order my cause before him, 
And fill my mouth with arguments. 
I would know the words which he would answer me, 
And understand what he would say unto me. 
Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? 6 
Nay, but he would give heed unto me; · 
There the upright might reason with him; 
So should I be delivered for ever from my judge. 

Behold, I go forward, s 
But he is not there; 
And backward, 
But I cannot perceive him: 
On the left hand, when he doth work, 
But I cannot behold him; 
He hideth himself on the right hand, 
That I cannot see him. 

Bul he knoweth the way that I take; 10 

\Vhen he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 

XXV!l 

My foot hath held fast to his steps; 11 

His way have I kept, and turned not aside. 
I have not gone back from the commandment of his lips; 
I have treasured up the words of his mouth more than my 

necessary food. 

But he is in one mind, 13 
And who can tum him? 
And what his soul desireth, 
E\·en that he doeth. 

For he performeth that which is appointed for me: 14 
And many such things are with him. 
Therefore am I troubled at his presence; 
When I consider, I am afraid of him. 
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For God hath made my heart faint, 
And the Almighty hath troubled me; 
Because I was not cut off before the darkness, 
Neither did he cover the thick darkness from my face. 

XXVIII 

Why are times not laid up by the Almighty? 
And why do not they which know him see his days? 

There are that remove the landmarks; 
They violently take away flocks, and feed them. 
They drive away the ass of the fatherless, 
They take the widow's ox for a pledge. 

They turn the needy out of the way: 
The poor of the earth hide themselves together. 

Behold, as wild asses in the desert they go forth to their work, 
Seeking diligently for meat; 
The wilderness yieldeth them food for their children. 

They cul his provender in the field; 
And they glean the vintage of the wicked. 

They lie all night naked without clothing, 
And have no covering in the cold. 
They are wet with the show('rs of the mountains, 
And em brace the rock for want of a shelter. 

There arc that pluck the fatherless from the breast, 
And lake in pledge that which is on the poor; 
So that they go about naked without clothing: 

And being an-hungred they carry the sheaves; 
They make oil within the walls of these men; 
They tread their winepresscs, and suffer thirst. 

From out of the populous city men groan, 
And the soul of the wounded crieth out: 
Yet God imputeth it not for folly. 

These are of them that rebel against the light; 
They know not the ways thereof, 
Nor abide in the paths thereof. 

The murderer riseth with the light, 
He killeth the poor and needy; 
And in the night he is as a thief. 

"The eye also of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight: 
Saying, No eye shall see me; 
And he putteth a covering on his face. 

In the dark they dig through houses: 
They shut themselves up in the daytime, 
They know not the lil(ht. 
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For the morning is to all of them 17 
As the shadow of death; 
For they know the terrors of the shadow of death. 

XXIX 

"He is swift upon the face of the waters; 18 
"Their portion is cursed in the earth; 
"He turneth not by the way of the l"ine~·arrls: 

"Dr·.111gl1t and hl"at consume the snow waters, 
" S:i 1H h Sheol thrse which have sinned; 
"The w"rnb shall forget him, the wJrm shall feed sweetly on 

him: 
"He shall be no more remembered, 
"And unrighteousness shall be broken as a tree: 

"Even he that dcvoureth the barren that beareth not, 21 

"And doeth not good to the widow." 

Yet God by his power maketh the mighty to continue: 
They rise up, when they believed not that they should live. 

God giveth them to be in security, 23 
And they rest thereon ; 
And his eyes arc upon their ways. 

They are exalted; yet a little while, and they are gone: 
Yea, they are brought low, they are gathered in, as all 

other; 
And are cut off as the tops of the ears of com. 

And if it be not so now, who will prove me a liar, 25 
And make my speech nothing worth? 

BILD AD 25 
xxx 

Dominion and fear are with him; 
He maketh peace in his high places. 
Is there any number of his armies? 
And upon whom doth not his light arise? 

How then can man be just before God? 
Or how can he be clean that is born of a woman? 

Behold, even the moon hath no brightness, 
And the stars are not pure in his sight: 

How much less man, that is a worm! 
And the son of man, which is a worm ! 

2 

5 

The Shades !rem ble beneath the waters and the inhabitants thereof: 26' 
Sheol is naked before him, 
And Destruction hath no covering. 
He stretcheth out the north over empty space, 
And hangeth the earth upon nothing. 
He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; 
And the cloud i,; not rent under them. 
He closeth in the face of his throne, 
And spreadeth his cloud upon it. 
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He hath described a boundary upon the face of the waters, 
Unto the confines of light and darkness. 
The pillars of heaven tremble 
And are astonished at his rebuke. 
He stirreth up the sea with his power, 
And by his understanding he smiteth through Rahab. 
By his spirit the heavens are garnished; 
His hand hath pierced the swift serpent. 

Lo, these are but the outskirts of his ways; 
And how small a whisper do we hear of him! 
But the thunder of his power who can understand? 

JOB 
XXXI 

How hast thou helped him that is without power! 
How hast thou saved the arm that hath no strength! 

How hast thou counselled him that hath no wisdom, 
And plentifully declared sound knowledge! 

To whom hast thou uttered words? 
And whose spirit came forth from thee? 

As God liveth, 
Who hath taken away my right; 
And the Almighty, 
Who hath vexed my soul; 
All the while my breath is in me, 
And the Spirit of God is in my nostrils: 

Surely my lips shall not speak unrighteousness, 
Neither shall my tongue utter deceit. 
God forbid that I should justify you; 
Till I die I will not put away mine integrity from me; 
My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: 
My heart shall not reproach me, so long as I live. 

ZOPHAR 
XX XII 

Let mine enemy be as the wicked, 
And let him that riseth up against me be as the unrighteous! 

For what is the hope of the godless, when God cutteth him off, 
When he taketh away his soul? 

Will God hear his cry, 
When trouble cometh upon him? 

Will he delight himself in the Almighty, 
And call upon God at all times? 

I will teach you concerning the hand of God; 
That which is with the Almighty will I not conceal. 

Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; 
Why then are ye become altogether vain? 

This is the portion of a wicked man with God, 
And the heritage of oppressors, which they receive from the Almighty. 

!068 



A Wisdom Drama Bto-

If his children be multiplied, it is for the sword; 
And his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread. 
Those that remain of him shall be buried in death, 
And his widows shall make no lamentation. 

Though he heap up silver as the dust, 
And prepare raiment as the clay; 
He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, 
And the innocent shall divide the silver. 

He buildeth his house as the moth, 
And as a booth which the keeper maketh. 
He lieth down rich, but he shall not be gathered; 
He openeth his eyes, and he is not. 

Terrors oYertake him like waters; 
A tempest stealeth him away in the night; 
The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth, 
And it sweepeth him out of his place. 

J'ob 

18 

For God shall hurl at him, and not spare: 22 

He would fain flee out of his hand. 
Men shall clap their hands at him, 
And shall hiss him out of his.place. 

XXXIll 

Surely there is a mine for silver, 28 
And a place for gold which they refine. 
Iron is taken out of the earth, 
And brass is molten out of the stone. 

Man setteth an end to darkness, 3 
And searcheth out to the furthest bound 

The stones of thick darkness and of the shadow of death. 
He breaketh open a sha[t away from where men sojourn; 

They are forgotten of the foot that passeth by; 
They hang afar from men, they swing to and fro. 

As for the earth, out of it cometh bread; 
And und~meath it is turned up as it were by fire. 
The stones thereof are the place of sapphires, 6 
And it hath dust of gold. 
That path no bird of prey knoweth, 
Neither hath the falcon's eye seen it: 
The proud beasts have not trodden it, 
Nor hath the fierce lion passed thereby. 
He putteth forth his hand upon the flinty rock; 9 
He oYertumeth the mountains by the roots. 
He cutteth out passages among the rocks; 
And his eye seeth every precious thing. 
He bindeth the streams that they trickle not; 
And the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light. 

But where shall wisdom be found? 12 

And where is the place of understanding? 
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Man knoweth not the price thereof; 
Neither is it found in the land of the living. 
The deep saith, It is not in me: 
And the sea saith, It is not with me. 
It cannot be gotten for gold, 
Neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. 
It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, 
With the precious onyx, or the sapphire. 

Gold and glass cannot equal it, 
Neilher shall the exchange thereof be jewels of fine gold; 

No mention shall be rr.ade of coral or of crystal: 
Yea, the price of wisdom is above rubies; 

The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, 
Neither shall it be valued with pure gold. 

Whence then cometh wisdom? 
And where is the place of understanding? 
Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, 
And kept close from the fowls of the air. 
Destruction and Death say, 
We have heard a rumour thereof with our ears. 
God understandeth the way thereof, 
And he knoweth the place thereof. 

For he looketh to the ends of the earth, 
And seeth under the whole heaven; 
To make a weight for the wind; 
Yea, he meteth out the waters by measure. 
When he n:ade a decree for the rain, 
And a way for the lightning of the thunder: 
Then did he see it and declare it; 
He established it, yea, and searched it out. 

And unto man he said, 
BEHOLD, THE FEAR OF THE LORD, THAT IS WISDOM: 
AND TO DEPART FROM EVIL IS UNDERSTANDING. 

JOB 
XX XIV 

Oh that I were as in the months of old, 
As in the days when God watched over me·, 
When his lamp shined upon my head, 
And by his light I walked through darkness; 

As I was in the ripeness of my days, 
When the secret of God was upon my tent; 

When the Almighty was yet with me, 
And my children were about me; 
When my steps were washed with butter, 
And the rock poured me out rivers of oil! 

When I went forth to the gate unto the city, 
When I prepared my seat in the street, 

The young men saw me and hid themselves, 
, And the aged rose up and stood; 
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The princes refraim·d talking, 9 
And laid their hand on their mouth; 
The voice of the nobles was hushed, 
And their tongue cleaved lo the roof of their mouth. 

For when the ear heard me, then it blessed me; n 
And when the eye saw me, it gave witness unto me: 

Because I delivered the poor that cried, 
The fatherless also, that had none to help him. 
The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: 
And I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. 

I put on righteousness and it clothed me: 14 
My justice was as a robe and a diadem. 

I was eyes to the blind, 
And feet was I to the lame. 
I was a father to the needy, 
And the cause of him that I knew not I searched out. 
And I brake the jaws of the unrighteous, 
And plucked the prey out of his teeth. 

Then I said, I shall die in my nest, 18 
And I shall multiply n~y days as the phcenix: 

:\Iy root is spread out to the waters, 
And the dew lieth all night upon my branch: 
l\I y glory is fresh in me, 
And my bow is renewed in my hand. 

Unto me men gave ear and waited, 21 

And kept silence for my counsel. 
After my words they spake not again; 
And my speech dropped upon them; 

And they waited for me as for the rain; 
And they opened their rr.outh wide as for the latter rain. 

If I laughed on them, they believed it not; 24 
And the light of my countenance they cast not down. 
I chose out their way, and sat as chief, 
And dwelt as a king in the army, as one that comforteth the 

mourners. 

xxxv 
But now they that are younger than I have me in derision, 
Whose fathers I disdained to set with the dogs of my flock: 

-- Yea, the strength of their hands, whereto should it profit me. 
Men in whom ripe age is perished? 
They are gaunt with want and famine; 
They gnaw the dry ground, 
In the gloom of wasteness and desolation. 
They pluck salt-wort by the bushes; 
And the roots of the broom are their meat. 
They are driven forth from the midst of men; 
They cry after them as after a thief. 
In the clefts of the valleys must they dwell, 
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In holes of the earth and of the rocks. 
Among the bushes they bray; 
Under the nettles they are gathered together. 
They are children of fools, yea, children of base men; 
They were scourged out of the land: --

And now I am become their song, 
Yea, I am a byword unto them. 
They abhor me, they stand aloof from me, 
And spare not to spit in my face. 
For he hath loosed his cord and affiicted me, 
And they ha vc cast olI the bridle before me. 
Upon my right hand rise the rabble; they thrust aside my feet, 
And they cast up against me their ways of destruction: 
They mar my path, they set forward my calamity, 

-- Even men that ha Ye no helper -
As through a wide breach they come: 
In the midst of the ruin they roll themselves upon me. 
Terrors arc turned upon me, 
They chase mine honour as the wind; 
And my welfare is passed away as a cloud. 

XX XVI 

And now my soul is poured out within me; 
Days of ailliction have taken hold upon me. 

In the night season my bones arc pierced in me, 
And the pains that gnaw me take no rest. 
By the great force of my disease is my garment disfigured: 
It bindeth me about as the collar of my coat. 
He hath cast me into the mire, 
And I am become like dust and ashes. 
I cry unto thee, and thou dost not answer me: 
I stand up, and thou lookest at me. 

Thou art turned to be cruel to me: 
With the might of thy hand thou persecutest me. 

Thou liftest me up to the wind, thou causest me to ride upon it 
And thou dissolvest me in the storm. 

For I know that thou wilt bring me to death, 
And to the house appointed for all lil'ing. 

Howbeit doth not one stretch out the hand in his fall? 
Or in his calamity therefore cry for help? 

Did not I weep for him that was in trouble? 
Was not my soul grieved for the needy? 

When I looked for good, then evil came; 
And when I waited for light, there came darkness. 

My bowels boil and rest not; 
Days of affiiction are come upon me. 

I go mourning without the sun: 
I stand up in the assembly, and cry for help. 
I am a brother to jackals, 
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And a companion to ostriches. 
My skin is black, and falleth from me, 
And my bones are burned with heat. 
Therefore is my harp turned to mourning, 
And my pipe into the voice of them that weep. 

111. -THE OATH OF CLEARING 
JOB (rising a11d lifting his hands) 

XXXVI! 

Job 

I made a covenant with mine eyes; 31 
How then should I look upon a maid? 

For what is the portion of God from above, 
And' the heritage of the Almighty from on high? 
Is it not calamity to the unrighteous, 
And disaster to the workers of iniquity? 
Doth not he see my ways, 
And number all my steps? 

If I ha\·e walked with vanity, 5 
And my foot hath hasted to deceit; 

( Let me be weighed in an even balance, 
That God may know mine integrity;) 

If my step hath turned out of thy way, 
And mine heart walked after mine eyes, 
And if any spot bath clea\•ed to mine hands: 

THEx LET ~IE SOW, AND LET ANOTHER EATj 8 
YEA, LET THE PRODUCE OF MY FIELD DE ROOTED OUT. 

If mine heart have been enticed unto a woman, 
And I have laid wait at my neip;hbour's door: 

THEN LET MY WIFE GRJ}!D UNTO ANOTHER, IO 

AND LET OTHERS BOW DOWN UPON HER. 

For that were an heinous crime; 
Yea, it were an iniquity to be punished by the judges: 
For it is a fire that consumeth unto Destruction, 
And would root out all mine increase. 

If I did despise the cause of my manservant, 13 
Or of my maidservant, when they contended with me: 

What then shall I do when God riseth up? 
And when he visiteth, what shall I answer him? 
Did not he that made me in the womb make him? 
And did not one fashion us in the worn b? 

If I have withheld the poor from their desire, 16 
Or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail; 
Or have eaten my morsel alone, 
And the fatherless hath not eaten thereof; 

(Nay, from my youth he grew up with me as with a father, 
And I have been her guide from my mother's womb;) 

If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, 19 
Or that the needy had no. covering; 
If his loins have not blessed me, 
And if he were not warmed with the fleece of my sheep; 
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If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, 
Because I saw my help in the gate: 

THEN LET MY SHOULDER FALL FROM THE SHOULDER BLADE, 

AND MINE ARM BE BROKEN FROM THE BONE. 
For calamity from God was a terror to me, 
And by reason of his excellency I could do nothing. 

If I have made gold my hope, 
And have said to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; 
If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, 
And because mine hand had gotten much; 
If I beheld the sun when il shined, 
Or the moon walking in brightness; 
And my heart hath been secretly enticed, 
And my mouth hath kissed my hand: 

This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judges: 
For I should have lied to God that is above. 

If I rejoiced at the destruction of him that hated me, 
Or lifted up myself when evil found him; 

(Yea, I suffered not my mouth to sin 
By asking his life with a curse;) 

If the men of my tent said not, 
Who can find one that hath not been satisfied with his flesh? 
The stranger did not lodge in the street; 
But I opened my doors to the traveller; 
If, like Adam, I covered my trangressions, 
By hiding mine iniquity in my bosom; 
Because I feared the great multitude, 
And the contempt of families terrified me, 
So that I kept silence, and went not out of the door: 

-- Oh that I had one to hear me! 
Lo, here is my signature, let the Almighty answer me; 
And that I had the indictment which mine adversary hath 

written! 
Surely I would carry it upon my shoulder; 
I would bind it unto me as a crown! 
I would declare unto him the number of my steps; 
As a prince would I go near unto him! -

If my land cry out against me, 
And the furrows thereof weep together; 
If I have eaten the fruits thereof without money, 
Or have caused the owners thereof to lose their life: 

LET THISTLES GROW INSTEAD OF WHEAT, 
AND COCKLE INSTEAD OF BARLEY! 

The words of Job are ended! 

IV. - INTERPOSITION OF ELIHU 

[He sits down. 

32 So these three men ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. 
Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of Earache! the Buzite, of the family 

of Ram: against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified himself rather than 
God. Also against his three friends was his wrath kindled, because they had found 
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no answer, and yet had condemned Job. Now Elihu had waited to speak unto Job, 4 
because they were elder than he. And when Elihu saw that there was no answer in 
~he mouth of these three men, his wrath was kindled. 

ELIHU 
XXXVIII 

I am young, 
And ye are very old: 

Wherefore I held back, 
And durst not shew you mine opinion. 

I said, Days should speak, 
And multitude of years should teach wisdom. 

But there is a spirit in man, 
And the breath of the Almighty giveth them understanding. 

It is not the great that are wise, 
Nor the aged that understand judgement. 

Therefore I say, Hearken to me; 
I also will shew mine opinion. 

Behold, I waited for your words, 
I listened for your reasons, 
Whilst ye searched out what to say. 
Yea, I attended unto you, 

And, behold, there was none that convinced Job, 
Or that answered his words, among you. 
Beware lest ye say, "We ha,·e found wisdom; 
God may vanquish him, not man:" 

For he hath not directed his words against me; 
Neither will I answer him with your speeches. 
They are amazed, they answer no more: 
They have not a word to say. 

And shall I wait because they speak not, 
Because they stand still, and answer no more? 
I also will answer my part, 
I also will shew mine opinion. 

For I am full of words; 
The spirit within me constraineth me; 
Behold, my belly is as wine which hath no vent; 
Like new bottles which are ready to burst. 
I will speak that I may find relief; 
I will open my lips a.nd answer. 

Let me not, I pray you, respect any man's person; 
Neither will I give flattering titles unto any man. 
For I know not to give flattering titles; 
Else would my Maker soon take me away. 
Howbeit, Job, I pray thPe, hear my speech, 
And hearken to all my words. 

Behold now, I have opened my mouth, 
My tongue hath spoken in my mouth. 
My words shall utter the uprightness of my heart: 
And that which my lips know they shall speak sincerely. 
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The spirit of God hath made me, 
And the breath of the Almighty giveth me life. 

If thou canst, answer thou me; 
Set thy words in order before me, stand forth. 
Behold, I am according to thy wish in God's stead. 
I also am formed out of the clay: 
Behold, my terror shall not make thee afraid, 
Neither shall my pressure be heavy upon thee. 

XXXIX 

Surely thou hast spoken in mine hearing, 
And I have heard the voice of thy words, saying, 

" I am clean, without transgression; 
"I am innocent, neither is there iniquity in me: 
"Behold, he fmdeth occasions against me, 
"He counteth me for his enemy; 
"He pullcth my feet in the stocks, 
"He marketh all my paths." 

Behold, I will answer thee, in this thou art not just; 
For God is greater than man. 
Why dost thou strive against him, 
For that he giveth not account of any of his matters? 

XL 

For God speaketh once, 
Yea twice, though man regardeth it not. 

In a dream, in a vision of the night, 
When deep sleep fallcth upon men, 
In slumbcrings upon the bed; 

Then he openeth the ears of men, 
And sealeth their instruction, 
That he may withdraw man from his purpose, 
And hide pride from man; 
He keepeth back his soul from the pit, 
And his life from perishing by the sword. 

He is chastened also with pain upon his bed, 
And with conl.inual strife in his bones: 
So that his life abhorreth bread, 
And his soul d:iinty meat. 
His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen; 
And his bones that were not seen stick out. 
Yea, his soul draweth near unto the pit, 
And his life to the destroyers. 

If there be with him an angel, 
An interpreter, one among a thousand, 
To shew unto man what is right for him; 
Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, 
"Deliver him from going down to the pit, 
I have found a ransom." 
His flesh shall be fre•her than a child's; 
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He retumeth to the days of his youth: 
He prayeth unto God, 26 
And he is favourable unto him; 
So that he seeth his face with joy: 
And he restoreth unto man his righteousness. 
He singeth before men, and saith, "I have sinned, 
And pervnted that which was right, and it profited me not: 
He hath redeemed my soul from going into the pit, 
And my life shall behold the light." 

Lo, all these things doth God work, 119 
Twice, yea thrice, with a man; 
To bring back his soul from the pit, 
That he may be enlightened with the light of the living. 

Mark well, 0 Job, hearken unto me: 
Hold thy peace, and I will speak. 

If thou hast any thing to say, answer me: 
Speak, for I desire to justify thee. 

If not, hearken thou unto me: 33 
Hold thy peace, and I will teach thee wisdom. 

[He looks to Job: Job makes no sign. Elihu turns to the three Friends. 

ELIHU 34 
XL! 

lfear my words, ye wise men, 
And give ear unto me, ye that have knowledge. 

For the ear trieth words, 
As the palate tasteth meat. 

Let us choose for us that which is right: 
Let us know among ourselves what is good. 

For Job hath said, "I am righteous, 
And God hath taken away my right: 

Notwithstanding my right I am accounted a liar; 
My wound is incurable, though I am without transgression." 

What man is like Job, 
Who drinketh up scorning like water? 

Which gocth in company with the workers of iniquity, 
And walketh with wicked men. 

For he hath said, 
"It profiteth a man nothing 
That he should delight himself with God." 

Therefore hearhn unto me, 
Ye men of understanding: 

Far be it from God, that he should do wickedness; 
And from the Almighty, that he should commit iniquity. 

For the work of a man shall he render unto him, 
And cause every man to find according to his ways. 
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Yea, of a surety, God will not do wickedly, 
Neither will the Almighty pervert judgement. 

Who gave him a charge over the earth? 
Or who hath disposed the whole world? 

If he set his heart upon man, 
If he gather unto himself his spirit and his breath; 

All flesh shall perish together, 
And man shall turn again unto dust. 

If now thou hast understanding, hear this: 
Hearken lo the voice of my words. 

Shall even one that hatcth right govern? 
And wilt thou condemn him that is just and mighty? 

Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art vile? 
Or to nobles, Ye are wicked? 

How much less to him that respecteth not the persons of princes, 
Nor regardeth the rich more than the poor. 

For they all are the work of his hands. 
In a moment they die, even at midnight; 

The people arc shaken and pass away, 
And the mighty arc taken away without hand. 

For his eyes are upon the ways of a man, 
And he secth all his goings. 

There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, 
Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 

For he nccdeth not further to consider a man, 
That he should go before God in judgement. 

He breaketh in pieces mighty men in ways past finding out, 
And setteth others in their stead. 

Therefore he taketh knowledge of their works; 
And he overturneth them in the night, so that they are destroyed. 

He striketh them as wickrd men 
In the open sight of others; 

Because they turned aside from following him, 
And would not have regard to any of his ways: 

So that they caused the cry of the poor to come unto him, 
And he heard the cry of the affiicted. 

When he giveth quietness, 
Who then can condemn? 

And when he hideth his face, 
Who then can behold him? 

Whether it be done unto a nation, 
Or unto a man, alike: 

That the godless man reign not, 
That there be none to ensnare the people. 
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For hath any said unto God, 
"I have borne chastisement, though I offend not: 

That which I see not teach thou me: 
If I have done iniquity, I will do it no more?" 

Shall his recompence be as thou wilt, that thou refuses! it? 
For thou must choose, and not I: 
Therefore speak what thou knowest. 

Men of understanding will say unto me, 
Yea, every wise man that heareth me: 

Job speaketh without knowledge, 
And his words are without wisdom. 

Would that Job were tried unto the end, 
Because of his answering like wicked men. 

For he addcth rebellion unto his sin, 
He clappeth his hands among us, 
And multiplieth his words against God. 

[Elihu looks to the three Friends: they give no sign. 

Job 

He looks upward and continues. 

JI 

34 

37 

ELIHU 35 
XLI! 

Thinkest thou this to be thy right, 2 

Or sayest thou, ~Iy righteousness is more than God's, 
That thou sayest, What advantage will it be unto thee? 

And, What profit shall I have more than if I had sinned? 
I will answer thee, 

And thy companions with thee. 

LooK UNTO THE HEAVENS, AND SEE; s 
And behold the skies, which are higher than thou. 

If thou hast sinned, 
What doest thou against him? 

And if thy transgressions be multiplied, 
What doest thou unto him? 

If thou be righteous, what gives! thou him? 
Or what receiveth he of thine hand? 

Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art; 
And thy righteousness may profit a son of man. 

By reason of the multitude of oppressions they cry out; 
They cry for help by rca,;on of the arm of the mighty. 

But none saith, "Where is God my Maker, 
Who giveth songs in the night; 
Who teacheth us more than the beasts of the earth, 
And maketh us wiser than the fowls of heaven?" 

There they cry, but none giveth answN, 
Because of the pridl' of evil men. 
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Surely God will not hear vanity, 
Neither will the Almighty regard it. 
How much less when thou sayest thou beholdest him not, 
The cause is before him, and thou waitest for him r 

But now, because he hath not visited in his anger, 
Neither doth he greatly regard arrogance; 

Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vanity; 
He multiplieth words without knowledge. 

XLIII 

Suffer me a little, and I will shew thee, 
For I have yet somewhat to say on God's behalf. 

I will fetch my knowledge from afar, 
And will ascribe righteousne~3 to my Maker. 

For truly my words are not false: 
One that is perfect in knowledge is with thee. 

Behold, God is mighty, 
And despiseth not any; 

He is mighty in strength of understanding. 
He preserveth not the life of the wicked: 
But giveth to the afflicted their right. 
He withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous; 

But with kings upon the throne 
He setteth them for ever, 
And they ~,re exalted: 

And if they be bound in fetters, 
And be taken in the cords of affliction; 

Then he sheweth them their work and their transgressions, 
That they have behaved themselves proudly. 
He openeth also their ear to instruction, 
And commandeth that they return from iniquity. 

If they hearken and serve him, 
They shall spend their days in prosperity, 
And their years in pleasantness. 

But if they hearken not, 
They shall perish by the sword, 
And they shall die without knowledge. 

But they that are godless in heart lay up anger: 
They cry not for help when he bindeth them. 

They die in youth, 
And their life perisheth among the unclean. 
He delivereth the afflicted by his affliction, . 
And openeth their ear in oppression. 

Yea, he would have led thee away out of distress 
· Into a broad place, where there is no straitness; 

And that which is set on thy table should be full of fatness. 
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But thou art full of the judgement of the wicked: 
Judgement and justice take hold on thee. 
For beware lest wrath lead thee away into mockery. 

Neither let the greatness of the ransom tum thee aside. 
Will thy riches suffice that thou be not in distress, 
Or all the forces of thy strength? 

Job 

17 

Desire not the night, when peoples are cut off in their place. 20 

Take l;ieed, regard not iniquity: 
For this hast thou chosen rather than atl:liction. 

[From this point the signs of an approaching storm 
become visible in the sky. 

XI.IV 

Behold, God doeth loftily in his power: 22 

Who is a teacher like unto him? 
Who hath enjoined him his way? 
Or who can say, Thou hast wrought unrighteousness? 

Remember that thou ma!(llify his work, 
Whereof men ha\·e sung. 
All men have looked thereon; 
Man beholdeth it afar off. 

Behold, God is great, and we know him not; 26 

The number of his years is unsearchable. 
For he draweth up the drops of water, 
Which distil in rain from his vapour: 
Which the skies pour down 
And drop upon man abundantly. 
Yea, can any understand the spreadings of the clouds, 
The thunderings of his pavilion? 

Behold, he spreadeth his light around him; 30 
And he covereth the bottom of the sea. 

For by these he judgeth the peoples; 
He giveth meat in abundance. 
He covereth his hands with the lightning; 
And giveth it a charge that it strike the mark. 
The noise thereof telleth concerning him, 33 
The cattle also concerning the storm that cometh up. 

[A loud peal of thunder: the storm steadily increases. 

At this also my heart trembleth, 
And is moved out of its place. 
Hearken ye unto the noise of his voice, 
And the sound that goeth out of his mouth. 

He sendeth it forth under the whole heaven, 
And his lightning unto the ends of the earth. 
After it a voice roareth; 
He thundereth with the voice of his majesty: 
And he stayeth them not when his voice is heard. 
God thundereth marvellously with his voice; 
Great things doeth he, 
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Which we cannot comprehend. 
For he saith to the snow, 
Fall thou on the earth; 
Likewise to the shower of rain, 
And lo the showers of his mighty rain. 

He sealeth up the hand of every man; 
That all n'cn whom he hath made may know it. 
Then the beasts go in to coverts, 
And remain in their dens. 

Out of the chamber of the south com·eth the storm: 
And cold out of the north. 
By the breath of God ice is given: 
And the breadth of the waters is congealed. 
Yea, he ladeth the thick cloud with moisture; 
He spreadcth abroad the cloud of his lightning: 
And it is turned round about by his guidance, 
That they may do whatsoever he commandeth them 
Upon the face of the ha bi ta hie world: 
Whether it be for correction, 
Or for his land, 
Or for mercy, that he cause it to come. 

[The storm has become a whirlwind; the whole scene is wrap prd 
in thick darkness, broken by flashes of lightninJ!.. 

XLV 

Hearken unto this, 0 Job: 
Stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God. 

Dost thou know how God laycth his charge upon them, 
And causeth the lightning of his cloud to shine? 

Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, 
The wondrous works of him which is perfect in knowledge? 

Thou whose garments arc warm 
When he quietcth the earth by the south wind? 

Canst thou with him spread 0:1t the sky, 
Which is strong as a molten mirror? 

Teach us what we shall say unto him; 
For we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness. 

Shall it be told him that I would speak? 
If a man speak, surely he shall he swallowed up. 

[Supernatural brightness minJ!.les strangely with the 
darkness of the storm. 

And now men cannot look on the light when it is bright in the skies, 
When the wind hath passed, and cleansed them. 

Out of the north cometh golden splendour: 
God hath upon him terrible majesty. 

Touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out; he is excellent in power; 
And to judgement and plenteous justice he doeth no violence. 

Men do therefore fear him: 
He regardeth not any that arc wise of heart. 

[The roar of the whirlwind gives place to a VOICE. 
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V. - DIVINE INTERVENTIOI\ 

VOICE OUT OF THE WHIRLWIND 38 
XLV! 

Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? 2 

Gird up now thy loins like a man; 
For I will demand 10f thee, and declare thou unto me. 

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 4 
-- Declare, if thou hast understanding --

Who determined the measures thereof, if thou knowest? 
Or who stretched the line upon it? 
\\"hereupon were the foundations thereof fastened? 
Or who laid the corner stone thereof; 

When the morning stars sang together, 
And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

Or who shut up the sea with doors, ' 8 
When it brake forth, and issued out of the womb; 

\\'hen I made the cloud the garment thereof, 
And thick darkness a swaddling band for it, 
And prescribed for it my decree, 
And set bars and doors, 
And said, "Hitherto shalt thou co!l'e, but no further; 
.-\nd here shall thy proud waves be stayed?" 

Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days began, 12 

And caused the dayspring to know its place; 
That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, 
And the wicked be shaken out of it? 
It is changed as clay under the seal; 
And all things stand forth as a garment: 
And from the wicked their light is withholden, 
And the high arm is broken. 

Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? 16 
Or hast thou walked in the recesses of the deep? 
Have the gates of death been re\·ealed unto thee? 
Or hast thou seen the gates d the shadow of death? 
Hast thou comprehended the breadth of the earth? 

-- Declare, if thou knowest it all --
Where is the way to the dwelling of light, 1q 

And as for darkness, where is the place thereof; 
That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, 
And that thou shouldest discern the paths to the house thereof? 

-- Doubtless, thou knowest, for thou wast then born, 
And the number of thy days is great! --

Hast thou entered the treasuries of the snow, 22 

Or hast thou seen the treasuries of the hail, 
Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, 
Against the day of battle and war? 

By what way is the light parted, 
Or the east wind scattered upon the earth? 
Who hath cleft a channel for the watcrllood, :as 
Or a way for the lightning of the thunder; 

To cause it to rain on a land where no man is; 
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On the wilderness, wherein there is no man; 
To satisfy the waste and desolate ground; 
And to cause the tender grass to spring forth? 

Hath the rain a father? 
Or who hath begotten the drops of dew? 
Out of whose womb came the ice? 
And the hoary frost of heaven, who .hath gendered it? 

The waters are hidden as with stone, 
And the face of the deep is frozen. 

Canst thou bind the cluster of the Pleiades, 
Or loose the bands of Orion? 
Canst thou lead forth the signs of the Zodiac in their season? 
Or canst thou guide the Bear with her train? 
Knowest thou the ordinances of the heavens? 
Canst thou establish the dominion thereof in the earth? 
Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, 
That abundan1:e of waters may cover thee? 
Canst thou send forth lightnings, that they may go, 
And say unto thee, Here we are? 
Who ha,th put wisdom in the inward parts? 
Or who hath given understanding to the mind? 
Who can number the clouds by wisdom? 
Or who can pour out the bottles of heaven, 

When the dust runneth into a mass, 
And the clods cleave fast together? 

Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lioness? 
Or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 

When they couch in their dens, 
And abide in the covert to lie in wait? 

Who provideth for the raven his food, 
When his young ones cry unto God, 
And wander for lack of mu1l? 

Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the rock bring forth? 
Or canst thou mark when the hinds do calve? 
Canst thou number the months that they fulfil? 
Or knowest thou the time when they bring forth? 

They bow themselves, they bring forth their young, 
They cast out their sorrows. 
Their young ones are in good liking, 
They grow up in the open field; 
They go forth, and return not again. 

Who hath sent out the wild ass free? 
Or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass? 

Whose house 1 have made the wilderness, 
And the salt land his dwelling place; 
He scorneth the tumult of the city, 
Neither heareth he the shoutings of the driver. 
The range of the mountains is his pasture, 
And he searcheth after every green thing. 

Will the wild-ox be content to serve thee? 
Or will he abide by thy crib? 
Canst thou bind the wild-0x with his band in the furrow? 
Or will he harrow the valleys after thee? 
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Wilt thou trust him, because his strength is great? u 
Or wilt thou leave to him thy labour? 
Wilt thou confide in him, that he will bring home thy seed, 
And gather the corn of thy threshing-floor? 
The wing of the ostrich rejoiceth; 
But arc her pinions and feathers kindly? 

For she lea veth her eggs on the earth, 
And warmeth them in the dust, 
And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, r.c 
Or that the wild beast may trample them. 
She is hardened against her young ones, as if they were not hers: 
Though her labour be in vain, she is without fear; 
Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, 
Neither hath he imparted to her understanding. 
What time she liftcth up herself on high, 
She scometh the horse and his rider. 

Hast thou given ihe horse his might? 19 
Hast thou clothed his neck with the quivering mane? 
Hast thou made him to leap as a locust? 

The glory of his snorting is terrible. . 
He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: 
He goeth out to meet the armed men. 
He mocketh at fear and is not dismayed; 
Neither turneth he hack from the sword. 
The quiver rattleth against him, 23 
The flashing spear and the jawlin. 
He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage; 
Neither standeth he still at the voice of the trumpet. 
As oft as the trumpet soundeth he saith, Aha I 
And he smelleth the battle afar ofT, 
The thunder of the captai'ls, and the shouting. 

Doth the hawk soar by thy wisdom, 26 
And stretch her wings toward the south? 
Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, 
And make her nest on high? 

She dwelleth on the rock, and hath her lodging there, 28 
l:pon the crag of the rock and the strong hold. 
From thence she spieth out the prey; 
Iler eyes behold it afar off. 
Her young ones also suck up blood: 
And where the slain are, there is she. 

Shall he that cavilleth contend with the Almighty? 402 

He that argueth with God, let him answer it. 
[A lull in the storm. 

JOB 
XL VII 

Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer thee? 
I lay mine hand upon my mouth. · 

4 

Once have I spoken, and I will not answer; 
Yea twice, but I will proceed no further. 

[The whirlwind continues. 
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VOICE OUT OF THE WHIRLWIND 
XI.VIII 

Gird up thy loins now like a man: 
I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

Wilt thou even disannul my judgement? 
Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be justified? 
Or hast thou an arm like God? 
And canst thou thunder with a voice like him? 

Deck thyself now with excellency and dignity; 
And array thyself with honour and majesty. 
Pour forth the overflowings of thine anger: 
And look upon every one that is proud, and abase him. 

Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low; 
And tread down the wicked where they stand. 
Hide them in the dust together; 
Bind their faces in the hidden place. 

Then will I also confess of thee 
That thine own right hand can save thee. 

;<LIX 

Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee; 
He eateth grass as an ox. 

Lo now, his strength is in his loins, 
And his force is in the muscles of his belly. 

He moveth his tail like a cedar: 
The sinews of his thighs are knit together. 

His bones are as tubes of brass; 
His limbs are like bars of iron. 

He is the chief of the ways of God; 
He only that made him can make his sword to approach unto him. 

Surely the mountains bring him forth food; 
Where all the beasts of the field do play. 

He lieth under the lotus trees, 
In the covert of the reed, and the fen. 

The lotus trees cover him with their shadow; 
The willows of the brook corr.pass him about. 

Behold, if a river overflow, he trerr: bleth net: 
He is confident, though Jordan swell even to his mouth. 

Shall any take him when he is on the watch, 
Or pierce through his nose with a snare? 

Canst thou draw out leviathan with a fish hook? 
. Or press down his tongue with a cord? 

Canst thou put a rope into his nose? 
Or pierce his jaw through with a hook? 

Will he make many supplications unto thee? 
Or will he speak soft words unto thee? 
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Will he make a covenant with thee, 4 
That thou shouldest take him for a servant for ever? 

Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? 
Or wilt thou bind him for thy maidens? 

Shall the bands of fishermen make traffic of him? 
Shall they part him among the merchants? 

Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons, 
Or his head with fish spears? 

Lay thine hand upon him; 8 
Remember the battle, 
And do so no more. 

Behold, the hope of him is in vain: 
Shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him? 
None is so fierce that he dare stir him up. 

Who then is he that can stand before me? 
Who hath first given unto me, that I should repay him? 
Whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine. 

I will not keep silence concerning his limbs, 12 

Nor his mighty strength, nor his comely proportion. 
Who can strip off his outer garment? 

Who shall come within his double !Jridle? 
Who can open the doors of his face? 

Round about his teeth is terror. 
His strong scales are his pride, 

Shut up together as with a close seal. 
One is so near to another, 16 

That no air can come between them. 
They are joined one to another; 

They stick together, that they cannot be sundered. 
His neesings flash forth light, 

And his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning. 
Out of his mouth go burning torches, 

And sparks of fire leap forth. 
Out of his nostrils a smoke goeth, 2C 

As of a seething pot and burning rushes. 
His breath kindleth coals, 

And a flame goeth forth from his mouth. 
In his neck abideth strength, 

And terror danceth before him. 
The flakes of his flesh are joined together: 

They are firm upon him, they cannot be moved. 
His heart is as firm as a stone; 24 

Yea, firm as the nether millstone. 
When he raiseth himself up, the mighty arc afraid: 

By reason of consternation they are beside themselves. 
If one lay at him with the sword, it cannot avail; 

Nor the spe·ar, the dart, nor the pointed shaft. 
He counteth iron as straw, 

And brass as rotten wood. 
The arrow cannot make him flee: 28 

Slingstones are turned with him into stubble. 
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Clubs are counted as stubble: 
He laugheth at the rushing of the javelin. 

His underparts are like sharp potsherds: 
He spreadeth as it were a threshing wain upon the mire. 

He maketh the deep to boil like a pot: 
He maketh the sea like ointment. 

He maketh a path to shine after him; 
One would think the deep to be hoary. 

Upon earth there is not his like, 
That is made without fear. 

He beholdeth everything that is high: 
He is king over all the sons of pride. 

[The storm begins to abate. 

JOB 
r. 

I know that thou canst do all things, 
And that no purpose of thine can be restrained. 

VOICE OUT OF THE WHIRLWIND (retreating) 

Who is this that hideth counsel without knowledge? 

JOB 
Therefore have I uttered that which I understood not, 
Things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 
Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak. 

VOICE OUT OF THE WHIRLWIND (more distant) 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

JOB 
I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; 
But now mine eye seeth thee: 
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 
In dust and ashes. 
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STORY EPILOGUE 

AND it was so, that a[ter the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD 7 
said to Eliphaz the Te1ranitc, "l\Iy wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two 
friends: for ye ha,·e not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job 
hath. Now there[ore, take unto you seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my 
scn·ant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall 
prny for you; fnr him will I accept, that I deal not with you after your folly; for ye 
ha,·e not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath." 

So Eliphaz the Tcmanite and Ilildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went,-9 
and did according as the LoRD commanded them: and the LORD accepted Job. 

And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: and the 
LORD gaYe Job t"·ice as much as he had before. Then carre there unto him all his 
Lrcthrcn, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, 
and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him 
concerning all the eYil that the LORD had brought upon him: every man also gave him 
a piece of rroney, and eYery one a ring of gold. 

So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: and he had 12 

fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, 
and a thousand she-asses. He had also seven sons and three daughters. And he 
called the nan'e of the first Jemimah; and the name of the second, Keziah; and the 
name of the third, :Keren-happuch. And in all the land were no women found so 
fair as the daughters of Job; and their father gave them inheritance among their 
brethren. 

And after this Job lived an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, and his 16 
sons' sons, even four generations. So Job died, being old and full of days. 
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The Gospel o/ St. Luke 

Preface 

1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to draw up a narrative concerning those 
matters which have been fully established among us, even as they delivered them unto us, 
which from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word: it seemed good 
to me also, having traced the course of all things accurately from the first, lo write unto 
thee in order, most excellent Theophilus; that thou mightest know the certainty con
cerning the things which thou wast taught by word of mouth. 

I 

THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 

5 THERE was in the days of Herod, king of J udrea, a certain priest named Zacharias, 
of the course of Abijah: and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name 
was Elisabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the com
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. And they had no child, because 
that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. 

B Now it came to pass, while he executed the priest's office before God in the order 
of his course, according to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to enter into the 
temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were 
praying without at the hour of incense. And there appeared unto him an angel of 
the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zacharias was 

13 troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him, 
Fear not, Zacharias: because thy supplication is heard, and thy wife Elisabeth shall 
bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight of 
the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall 

17 he turn unto the Lord their God. And he shall go before his face in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient 
to walk in the wisdom of the just; to make ready for the Lord a people prepared for 
him. And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an 
old man, and my wife well stricken in years. And the angel answering said unto 
him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak unto 

20 thee, and to bring thee these good tidings. And behold, thou shalt be silent and not 
able to speak, until the day that these things shall come lo pass, because thou be
licvedst not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. And the people were 
waiting for Zacharias, and they marvelled while he tarried in the temple. And when 
he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had seen a 
vision in the temple: and he continued making signs unto them, and remained 

23 dumb. And it came to pass, when the days of his ministration were fulfilled, he 
departed unto his house. 

And after these days Elisabeth his wife conceived; and she hid herself live months, 
saying, Thus hath the Lord done unto me in the days wherein he looked upon me, to 
take away my reproach among men. 

06 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, 
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of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And he came in unto her, 28 
and said, Hail, thou that art highly faYOured, the Lord is with thee. But she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this 
ir.ight be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour 
wilh God. And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name .i!E~i!!l..S. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the l\Iost 32 

Iligh: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he 
shall rci~1 o\·er the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end . 
. .\nd l\Jary said unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the 
angel answered and said unlo her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
puwer of the ~lost High shall overshadow thee: wherefore also that which is to be 
born shall be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elisabeth thy kinswoman, 36 
she also hath concei,·ed a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her that 
was called barren. For no word from God shall be void of power. And Mary said, 
Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the 
angel departed from her. 

And ~fary arose in these days and went into the hill country with haste, into a 39 
city of Judah; and entered into the house of Zacharias and saluted Elisabeth. And it 
came to pass, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her 
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost; and she lifted up her YOice 
with a loud cry, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and lilessed is the fruit of 
thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come unto 43 
me? For behold, when the voice of thy salutation came into mine ears, the babe 
leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she that believed; for there shall be a 
fulfilment of the things which have been spoken to her from the Lord. And Mary 
said: 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 47 

For he hath looked upon the low estate of his handmaiden: 
For behold, from henceforth all generations· shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is unto generations and generations on them that fear him. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm; 
He hath scatlered the proud in the imagination of their heart. 

He hath put down princes from their thrones, 52 
And hath exalted them of low degree. 

The hungry he hath filled with good things; 
And the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He hath holpen Israel his sen·ant, that he might remember mercy 
(As he spake unto our fathers) toward A\Jraham and his seed for ever. 

And ~Iary abode with her about three months, and returned unto her house. 56 
:\ow Elisabeth's time was fulfilled that she should be delivered; and she broughl 

f~nli a son. And her neighbours and her kinsfolk heard that lhe Lord had magnified 
hi,; mercy towards her; and they rejoiced wilh her. And it came to pass on the eighth 
day, that they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him Zacha
rias, after the name of his father. An<l his mother answered and said, Not so; but 6o 
he s~all be called John. And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred 
t~at ts called by this name. And they made signs to his father, what he would have 
him called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, His name is John. 
And they marvelled all. And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue 
loosed, and he spake, blessing God. And fear came on all that dwelt round about 
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them: and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of 
Jud.ea. And all that heard them laid them up in their heart, saying, What then shall 
this child be? For the hand of the Lord was with him. 

&, And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying: 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 
For he hath visited and wrought redemption for his people, 

And h2.th raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 
(As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets which have been since the 

world began,) 
7r Salvation from our enemies, 

And from the hand of all that hate us; 
To shew mercy towards our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; 

The oath which he sware unto Abraham our father, to grant unto us, 
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies should serve him with

out fear, 
In holiness and righteousness before him all our days . 

. 76 Yea and thou, child, shalt be called. the prophet of the Most High: 
For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to make ready his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people in the remission of their sins, 

Because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the dayspring from on high 
shall visit us, 

To shine upon them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death; 
To guide our feet into the way of peace. 

80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day 
of his shewing unto Israel. 

2 Now it came to pass in those days, there went out a decree from Cresar Augustus, 
that all the world should be enrolled. This was the first enrolment made \\'hen 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to enrol themselves, every one to his 
own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Jud.ea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and family of David; to enrol himself with Mary, who was betrothed to him, being 

6 great with child. And it came to pass, while they were there, the days were fulfilled 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son; and she 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes. and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were shepherds in the same country abiding in the field, and keeping 
watch by night over their flock. And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, Ile not afraid; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all the people: for there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this is the sign unto you; Ye shall 

13 find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying: 

Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace 
Among men in whom he is well pleased. 

rs And it came to pass, when the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
that is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with 
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haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. And 17 
when thev saw it, thev made known concerning the saying which was spoken to them 
about thi~ child. And all that heard it wondered at the things which were spoken 
unto them by the shepherds. But l\Iary kept all these sayings, pondering them in her 
heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken unto them . 

. .\nrl when eight days were fulfilled for circumcising him, his name was called 21 

.ilE.Si!il.S, which was so called by the angel before he was conceived in the womb . 
. .\nd when the days of their purification according lo the law of Moses were ful

tillcd, they brought him up to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord (as it is written 
in the law of the Lord, Every male that opencth the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord), and to oiler a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, 
A pair of turtfrdcn•es, or two young pigeons. And behold, there was a man.in Jerusa- 25 
!em, whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for 
the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been 
re1·ealed unto him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death, before he had 
seen the Lord"s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple: and when the 27 
parents brought in the child Jesus, that ~hey might do concerning him after the cus
tom of the law, then he receil'ed him into his arms, and blessed God, and said: 

Now lettest thou thy servant depart, 0 Lord, 29 
According to thy word, in peace; 

For mine eyes ha1·e seen thy sah·ation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; 

A light for reYclation to the Gentiles, 
And the glory of thy people Israel. 

And his father and his mother were marvelling at the things which were spoken 33 
concerning him; and Simeon blessed them, and said unto l\Iary his rr.other, Behold, 
this child is set for the falling and rising up of many in Israel; aqd for a sign which is 
spoken against; yea and a sword shall pierce through thine own soul; that thoughts 
out of many hearts may be revealed. And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the 36 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher (she was of a great age, having lived with 
a husband seven years from her virginity, and she had been a widow e1·en for fourscore 
and four years), which departed not from the temple, worshipping with fastings and 
supplications night and day. And corning up at that wry hour she gave thanks 38 
unto God, and spake of him to all them that were looking for the redemption of 
Jcrus~lem. And when they had accomplished all things that were according to the 
law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 

And the child grew, and waxed strong, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 
was upon him. 

And his parents went every year to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. And 41 
when he was twelve years old, they went up after the custom of the feast; and when 
they had fulfilled the d~.ys, as they were returning, the boy Jesus tarried behind in 
Jerusalem; and his parents knew it not; but supposing him to be in the company, they 
went a day's journey; and they sought for him among their kinsfolk and acquaint
ance:. and when they found him not, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking for him. 
A~d tt 1came to pass, after three da)'S they found him in the temple, sitting in the 46 
midst o! the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions: and all that 
h~rd hlffi were amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when they saw 
him, th~y were astonished: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus 
dealt with us? behold, thy father and I sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto 
them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be in my Father's house? 
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50 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down 
wilh them, and came to Nazarelh; and he was subject unto them: and his mother 
kept all these sayings in her heart. 

And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men. 

II 

JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE APPEARANCE OF JESUS IN PUDLIC 

3 Now in the fifteenlh year of the reign of Tiberius Cresar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judrea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip te
trarch of the region of Itunea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, in 
Lhe high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came unto John the 
son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the region round about 

4 Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance unto remission of sins; as it is written 

s 

in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 
Make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
And every mountain and hill shall be brought low,· 
And the crooked shall become straight, 
And the rough ways smooth; 
And all fiesh shall see the salvation of God. 

7 He said therefore to the mullitudes that went out to be baptized of him, Ye off-
spring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth there
fore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up 

9 children unto Abraham. And even now is the axe also laid unto the root of the trees: 
every tree therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the 
fire. And the multitudes asked him, saying, What then must we do? And he 
answered and said unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath 

12 none; and he Lhat hath food, let him do likewise. And there came also publicans to 
be baptized, and they said unto him, Master, what must we do? And he said unto 
them, Extort no more than that which is appointed you. And soldiers also asked him, 
saying, And we, what must we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, 
neither exact anything wrongfully; and be content with your wages. 

15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men reasoned in their hearts con-
cerning John, whelher haply he were the Christ, John answered, saying unto them 
all: I indeed baptize you with water; but there cometh he that is mighlier than I, 
the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire: whose fan is in his hand, throughly to cleanse his threshing
lloor, and to gather the wheat in to his garner; but the chaff he will burn up with un
quenchable fire. 

18 With many other exhortations therefore preached he good tidings unto the people. 
But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother's wife, and 
for all the evil things which Herod had done, added yet this above all, that1he shut 
up John in prison. 

21 Now it came to pass, when all the people were baptized, that, Jesus also having 
been baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended 
in a bodily form, as a dove, upon him, and a voice came out of heaven, Thou art 
my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 
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Genealogy of Jesus Christ 
And Jesus himself, when he began to teach, was about thirty years of age, being 23 

the son (as was supposed) of Joseph, 
the son of Hdi 
the son of ;\fatthal 
the son cf Levi 
the son of l\Ielchi 
the son of J annai 
the son of J oscph 
the son of '.\Iattathias 
the son of .\mos 
the son of Nahun1 
the son of Esli 
the son of Naggai 
the son of l\laath 
thr son of Mattathias 
the son of Semein 
the son of Josech 
the son of J oda 
the son of Joanan 
the son of Rhesa 
the son of Zerubbabel 
the >r>ll of Shealtiel 
the ~oil of N"eri 
the sou of '.\Iclchi 
the son of Addi 
the son of Cosam 
the son of Elmadam 
the son of Er 
the son of Jesus 
the son of Eliezer 
the son of Jorim 
the son of '.llaLthat 
the son of Levi 
the son of Svmeon 
the son of Judas 
the son of Joseph 
the son of Jonam 
the son of Eliak.im 
the son of '.\Ielea 

the son of Menna 
the son of Mattatha 
the son of Nathan 
the son of David 
the son of Jesse 
the son of Obed 
the son of Boaz 
the son of Salmon 
the son of Nahshon 
the son of Amminadab 
the son of Arni 
the son of Hezron 
the son of Perez 
the son of Judah 
the son of Jacob 
the son of Isaac 
the son of Abraham 
the son of Terah 
the son of Nahor 
the son of Scrug 
the son of Rcu 
the son of Peleg 
the son of Eber 
the son of Shelah 
the son of Cainan 
the son of Arphaxad 
the son of Shem 
the son of Noah 
the son of Lamech 
the son of Methuselah 
the son of Enoch 
the son of Jared 
the son of Mahalalrel 
the son of Cainan 
the son of Enos 
the son of Seth 
the son of Adam 
tqe son of God. 

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the 4 
Spirit in the wilderness during forty days, being tempted of the devil. And he did 
eat nothing in those days: and when they were completed, he hungered. And the 
devil said unto him, If thou art the Son of God, command this stone that it become 
bread. And Jesus answered unto him, Jt is written, Man shall not live by bread alone. ·f 

And he led him up, and shewed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 
time. And the devil said unto him, To thee will I give all this authority, and the glory 
of them: for it hath been delivered unto me, an·d to whomsoever I will I give it; 
if thou therefore wilt worship before me, it shall all be thine. And Jesus answered and 7 
said unto him, It is written, Thpu shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve. And he led him to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
and said unto him, If thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: for it is 
written, 
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He shall give his angels charge concerning thee, to guard thee: 

n and, 

On their hands they shall bear thee up, 
Lest haply thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy Cod. 
13 And when the devil had completed every temptation, he departed from him for a 

season. 

III 

THE MINISTRY IN GALILEE UP TO THE FULL RECOGNITION OF 
JESUS BY THE DISCIPLES 

14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and a fame went 011t 
concerning him through all the region round about. And he taught in their syna
gogues, being glorified of all. 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and he entered, as 
his custom was, into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read. 

. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
~Ir~ng. 0f And he opened the book, and found the place where it was written, 
in Gat~f~~ ry The Spirit of tire Lord is upon me, because he anointed me to preach good 

tidings to the poor: he hath sent me to proclaim release to the ca pth•rs, 
and recovering o/ si1;ht to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to proclaim 

20 the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and gave it back to Ll1e 
attendant, and sat down: and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
And he began to say unto them, To-day hath this scripture been fulfilled in your 
ears. And all bare him witness, and wondered at the words of grace which pm· 
ceeded out of his mouth: and they said, Is not this Joseph's son) And he said 
unto them: Doubtless ye will say unto me this parable, Physician, heal thyself: what-

24 soever we have heard done at Capernaum, do also here in thine own country. And 
he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is acceptable in his own country. But of a 
truth I say Wlto you, There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when 
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when there came a great famine 
over all the land; and unto none of them was Elijah sent, but only to Zarephath. in 

27 the land of Sidon, Wlto a woman that was a widow. And there were many lepers 
in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, but only 
Naaman the Syrian. And they were all filled with wrath in the syn?.gogue, as they 
heard these things; and they rose up, and cast him forth out of the city, and led hiin 
unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might throw hi•n 
down headlong. But he p1ssing through the midst of them went his way. 

JI And he came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them 
on the sabbath day: and they were astonished at his teaching; for his word was with 
authority. And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an uncka11 
devil; and he cried out with a loud voice, Ah! what have we to do with thee, thou 
Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to deslrov us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy 

350ne of God. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy pe:i.ce, and come out of him. 
And when the devil had thrown him down in the midst, he came out of him, having 
done him no hurt. And amazement came upon all, and they spake together, one with 
another, saying, What is this word? for with authority and power he commandeth 
the unclean spirits, and they come out. And there went forth a rumour concern
ing him into every place of the region round about. 

3s And he rose up from the synagogue, and entered into the house of Simon. And 
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Simon's wife's mother was holden with a great fever; and they besought him for her. 
And be stood owr her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she 
rose up and ministered unto them. 

And when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases 40 
brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. 
And devils als~ came out from many, crying out, and saying, Thou art the Son of 
God. And '"t'buking them, he suffered them not to speak, because they knew that 
he was the Christ. 

And when it was day, he came out and went into a desert place: and the multitudes 42 
sou"ht after him, and came unto him, and would have stayed him, that he should not 
i::o f';_om them. But he said unto them, I must preach the good tidings of the kingdom 
of God tJ the other cities also: for therefore was I sent. 

And he was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee. 
Now it came to pass, while the multitude pressed upon him and heard the word of 5 

God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; and he saw two boats standing 
bv the lake: but the fishermen had gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 
!\nd he entered into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a 
little from the land. And he sat down and taught the multitudes out of the boat. 
And when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Put out into the deep, and let 4 
down vour nets for a draught. And Simon answered and said, !\faster, we toiled all 
night, ·and took nothing: but at thy word I will let down the nets. And when they 
had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes; and their nets were break
ing: and thev beckoned unto their partners in the other boat, that they should come 
and help them. And they came, and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 
But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; a 
for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord. For be was amazed, and all that were with him, at 
the draught of the fishes which they had taken; and so were also James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear 
not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they had brought their boats 
to land, they left all, an<l followed him. 

And it came to pass, while he was in one of the cities, behold, a man full of leprosy: 12 

and when he saw Jesus, be fell on his face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean. And he stretched forth his hand, and touched him, 
saying, I will; be thou made clean. And straightway the leprosy departed from him. 
And he charged him to tell no man: but go thy way, and shew thyself to the priest, 14 
and offer for thy cleansing, according as l\Ioses commanded, for a testimony unto 
them. But so mu.ch the more went ahroad the report conceminiz him: and great 
multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed of their infirmities. But he 
withdre'~ himself in the deserts, and prayed. 

And it came lo pass on one of those <lays, that he was teaching; and there were 17 
Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every village of 
Galilee and J ud:ra and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was with . 
him !CJ heal. And behold, men bring on a bed a man that was palsied: Riset_of op
and they sought to bring him in, and to lay him before him. And not posi ion 
fincling by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went 
up to the housetop, anrl let him down through the tiles with his couch into the midst 
before Jesus. And seeing their faith, be said, !\fan, thy sins are forgiven thee. And 20 

the sc.ribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this that speaketh blas
phemies? Who can fo.rgive sins, but God alone? But Jesus perceh·ing their reason.
mgs, answered and said unto them, \\'hat reason ye in your hearts? Whether is 
easier, to say, Thy sins are forgiven thee; or to say, Arise and walk? But that ye 
may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins (he said unto him 
that was palsied), I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go unto thy house. 
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25 And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay and 
dep~rted lo his house, glorifying God .. And amaz.ement took hold on all, and they 
glorified God; and they were filled with fear, saymg, \Ve have seen strange things 
to-day. · 

27 And after these things he went forth, and beheld a publican, named Levi silting 
at the place of toll, and said unto him, Follow me. And he forsook all, and 'rose up 
and followed him. And Levi made him a great feast in his house: and there was a 
great multitude of publicans and of others that were sitting at meat with them. And 
the Pharisees and their scribes murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye 

31 cat and drink with the publicans and sinners? And Jesus answering said unto them 
They that are whole have no need of a physician; but they that are sick. I am not 
come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. And they said unto him, The 
disciples of John fast often, and make supplications; likewise also the disciples of the 
Pharisees; but thine eat and drink. And Jesus said unto them, Can ye make the 
sons of the bride-chamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? But the days 
will come; and when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, then will they 

36 fast in those days. And he spake also a parable unto them: No man rendeth a piece 
from a new garment and putteth it upon an old garment; else he will rend the new, 
and also the piece from the new will not agree with the old. And no man putteth new 
wine into old wine-skins; else the new wine will burst the skins, and itself will be 
spilled, and the skins will perish. But new wine must be put into fresh wine-skins. 
And no man having drunk old wine desireth new: for he saith, The old is good. 

6 Now it came to pass on a sabbath, that he was going through the cornfields; and 
his disciples plucked the cars of com, and did eat, rubbing them in their hanck 
But certain of the Pharisees said, Why do ye that which it is not la\\"ful to do on tlw 
sabbath day? And Jesus answering them said: Have ye not read even this, what 
David did, when he was an hungred, he, and they that were with him; how he entered 
into the house of God, and did take and eat the shewbread, and gave also to them 
that were with him; which it is 110t lawful to eat save for the priests alone? 1\ml he 
said unto them, The Son of man is lord of the sabbath. 

6 And it came lo pass on another sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue and 
taught: and there was a man there, and his right hand was withered. And the 
scribes and the Pharisees watched him, whether he would heal on the sabbath; that 
they might find how lo accuse him. But he knew their thoughts; and he said to the 
man that had his hand withered, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he 

9 arose and stood forth. And Jesus said unto them, I ask you, Is it lawful on the 
sabbath to do good, or to do harm? to save a life, or to destroy it? And he looked 
round about on them all, and said unto him, Stretch forth thy hand. And he did so: 
and his hand was restored. But they were filled with madness; and communed one 

12 

with another what they might do to Jesus. 
And it came to pass in these days, that he went out into the mountain to pray; 

;.nd he continued all night in prayer to God. And when it was day, he called his 

Discourse to 
1.11e disciples 
~nd multi
tude 

disciples: and he chose from them twelve, whom also he named apos
tles; Simon, whom he also named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and 
James and John, and Philip and Bartholomew, and J\latthew and 
Thomas, and James the son of Alph::eus, and Simon which was called 
the Zealot, and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, which was 

z7 the traitor; and he came down with them, and stood on a level place, and a great 
multitude of his disciples, and a great number of the people from all Jud<ea and Jeru
salem, and the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed 
of their diseases; and they that were troubled with unclean spirits were healed. And 
all the multitude sought to touch him: for power came forth from him, and healed 
them all. 
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And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: 20 

Blessed are ye poor: for yoGrs is the kingdom of God. Blessed are ye that hunger 
now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. Blessed 
are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their com
pany, and reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. 
Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy: for behold, your reward is great in heaven: 23 
for in the san1e manner did their fathers unto the prophets. 

Eut woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation. Woe 
unto you, ye that are full now! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you, ye that laugh 
no\'.'! for ye shall mourn and weep. Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well 
of you: for in the same manner did their fathers to the false prophets. 

But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you, 27 
bless them that curse you, pray for them that despitefully use you. To him that 
smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and from him that taketh away 
thy cloke withhold not thy coat also. Give to every one that asketh thee; and of him 
that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. And as ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye also to them likewise. And if ye love them that love you, what thank 32 
have ye? for even sinners love those that love them. And if ye do good to them that 
do good to you, what thank have ye? for even sinners do the same. And if ye lend to 
them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? even sinners lend to sinners, 
to receive again as much. But love your enemies, and do them good, and lend, never 
despairing; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be sons of the Most High : 
for he is kind toward the untha.nkful and evil. Be ye merciful, even as your Father 36 
is merciful. And judge not, and ye shall not be judged: and condemn not, and ye 
shall not be condemned: release, and ye shall be released: give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, shall they 
give into your bosom. For with what measure ye mete it shall be measured to you 
again . 

. \nd he spake also a parable unto them: Can the blind guide the blind? shall 39 
they not both fall into a pit? The disciple is not above his master: but every one 
when he is perfected shall be as his master. And why beholdest thou the mote that is 
in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how 
canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me cast out the mote that is in thine eye, 
when thou thyself beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, 
cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to cast 
out the mote that is in thy brother's eye. For there is no good tree that bringeth 43 

forth corrupt fruit; nor again a corrupt tree that bringeth forth good fruit. For 
each tree is known by its own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a 
bramble bush gather they grapes. The good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth 
forth that which is evil: for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. 

And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? Every one 46 
that cometh unto me, and heareth my words, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom 
he is like: he is like a man building a house, who digged and went deep, and laid a 
foundation upon the rock: and when a flood arose, the stream brake against that 
house, and could not shal{e it: because it had been well builded. But he that heareth, 
and doeth not, is like a man that built a house upon the earth without a foundation· 
against which the stream brake, and straightway it fell in; and the ruin of that hous~ 
was great. 

After he had ended all his sayings in the ears of the people, he entered into Caper- 7 
naum. 

And a certain centurion's servant, who was clear unto him, was sick and at the 
point of death. And when he heard concerning Jesus, he sent unto him elders of the 
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4 Jews, asking him that he would come and save his servant. And ·they, when 
they came lo Jesus, besought him earnestly, saying, He is worthy that thou shouldest 

do this for him: for he loveth our nation, and himself built us our syna
Fu~h~r t:e- gogue. And Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far 
M:n~s1ry fn from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, 
Galilee Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest 

come under my roof: wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to 
B come unto thee: but say the word, and my servant shall be healed. For I also am 

a man set under authority, having under myself soldiers: and I say to this one, 
Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, D·1 
this, and he doelh it. And when Jesus heard these things he marvelled at him, 
and turned and said unto the multitude that followed him, I say unto you, I ha1·c 
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And they that were sent, returning to 
the house, found the servant whole. 

II And it came to pass soon afterwards, that he went to a city called Nain; and his 
disciples went with him, and a great multitude. Now when he drew near to the gate 
of the city, behold, there was carried out one that was dead, the only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her. And when the 
Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, \Veep not. And he came 
nigh and touched the bier: and the bearers stood still. And he said, Young man, I 

15 say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he 
gave him to his mother. And fear took hold on all: and they glorified God, saying, 
A great prophet is arisen among us: and, God hath visited his people. And this 
report went forth concerning him in the whole of Jud<ea, and all the region round 
about. 

rs And the disciples of John told him of all these things. And John calling unto him 
two of his disciples sent them to the Lord, saying, Art thou he that cometh, or look 
we for another? And when the men were come unto him, they said, John the Baptist 
hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that cometh, or look we for another? Jn 
that hour he cured many of diseases and plagues and evil spirits; and on many that 

22 were blind he bestowed sight. And he answered and said unto them, Go your way, 
and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; the blind receive th~ir sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers arc cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor 
have good tidings preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall find none 
occasion of stumbling in me. 

24 And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to say unto the multi-
tudes concerning John: What went ye out into the wilderness to behold? a reed 
shaken with the wind? But what went ye out to see? a man clothed in soft raiment? 
Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings' 
courts. But what went ye out to see? a prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much 

27 more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, Behold, I send my mcssmgcr 
be/ore thy /ace, who shall prepare thy way be/ore thee. I say unto you, Among them 
that are born of\vomen there is none greater than John: yet he that is but little in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he. And all the people when they hcHd, and tlw 
publirnns, justified God, bdng baptized with the baptism of John. But tlw l'hari.'l·c< 
and the lawyers rejected for themselves the counsel of God, being not b~plizcd of hi., 

31 Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this generation, and to what are they like? 
They are like unto children that sit in the marketplace, and call one to another;. which 
say, We piped unto you, and ye did not dance; we wailed, and ye did not weep. For 
John the Baptist is come eating no bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a 
devil. The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold, a gluttonous 
man, and a wineblbber, a friend of publicans and sinners! And wisdom is justified 
of all her children. 
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And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he 36 
entered into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And behold, a woman which 
was in the city, a sinner; and when she knew that he was sitting at meat in the Phari
see"s house, she brought an alabaster cruse of ointment, and standing behind at his 
feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair 
of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when 39 
the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This 
man, if he were a prophet, would have perceived who and what manner of woman this 
is which toucheth him, that she is a sinner. And Jesus answering said unto him, 
Simon, I ha\·e somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. A certain 41 
lender had two debtor-: the one owed five hundred pence, and the 
other fifty. When they had not wherewith to pay, he forgave them both. Par¥'1e of 
Which of them therefore will love him most? Simon answered and said, ~he~to%0 
He, I suppose, to whom he fori;.tve the most. And he said unto him, 
Thou hast rightly judged. And turning to the woman, he said unto Simon, Seest 44 
thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: 
but she hath w~tted my feet with her tears, and wiped them with her hair. Thou 
gavest me no kiss: but she, since the time I came in, hath not ceased to kiss my 
feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but she hath anointed my feet with 
ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for 47 
she loved much: but to who'!! little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said 
unto her, Thy sins arc forgiven. And they that sat at meat with him began to say 
within themoclYes,- Who is this that ev<:n forgiveth sins? And he said unto the 
woman, Thy faith hatl1 stYed thee; go in peace. 

And it came lo pass soon aftenrnrds, that he went about through cities and villages, 8 
prcachinf!, and bringing lhe g0od tidinf!,s of the kingdom of God, and . 
wi~l~ him th_e _twe!':e, and certain women which had Leen healed of evil ~fstt!utl~n 
"Pirits and mhrrn111c-;, :\lary that was called J\Iagdalcne, from whom Parable 
scYcn de,·i!s had gone out, and )oanna the wife of Chuza Herod's 
sleward, and Su;anna, and many others, which ministered unto them of their substance. 

And when a great multitude came together, and they of every city resorted unto 4 
hi'l1, he spake by a parable: The sower went forth to sow his seed: and as he sowed, 
some fell by the way side; and it was trodden under foot, and the birds 
of the heaven devoured it And other fell on the rock. and !l.S soon as it r:r~le of 
gTew, it withered away, .because it had no moisture'. And other fell 0 ower 
amidst the thorns; and the thorns grew with it, and choked it. And other fell into 
the good ground, and grew, and brought forth fruit a hundredfold. As he said 
these thing.;, lie rriccl, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

And his disciples a'ked him what this po.rable might be. And he said: Unto 9 
you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to the rest in par
ables; that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now 
the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. And those by the way side are they 
that have heard; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word from their heart, 
that they may not believe and be saved. And those on the rock are they which, 13 
when the} have henrd, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a 
while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. And that which fell among the 
th_orns, these are they that have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked 
with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, !md bring no fruit to perfection. 
And that in the good ground, the~e are such as in an honest and good bee.rt, having 
heard the word, hold it fost, and bring forth fruit with patience. 

And no man, when he hath lighted a lamp, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth 16 
It under a bed; but putteth It on a stand, that they which enter in may see the light. 
For nothing Is hid, that shall not be made manifest; nor anything secret, that shall 
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18 not be known and come to light. ·fake heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever 
hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away 
even that which he thinketh he hath. 

And there came to him his mother and brethren, and they could not come at him 
for the crowd. And it was told him, Thy mother and thy brethren stand without, 
desiring to see thee. But he answered and said unto them, My mother and my breth
ren are these which hear the word of God, and do it. 

22 No\\' it rame to pass on one of those days, that he entered into a boat, himself 
;:nd his disciples; and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake: 

Incidents 
around the 
Lake of 
Galilee 

and they launched forth. But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there 
came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filling with water, 
and were in jeopardy. And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, 
l\laster, master, we perish. And he awoke, and rebuked the wind and 
the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm. And 

he said unto them, \\'here is your faith? And being afraid they marvelled, saying 
one to another, \Vho then is this, that he cornmandeth even the winds and the water, 
and they obey him ? 

26 And they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is over against Galilee. 
And when he was come forth upon the land, there met him a certain man out of the 
city, who had devils; and for a long time he had worn no clothes, and abode not in any 
house, but in the tombs. And when he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before 
him, and with a loud \'oice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the 

291\Iost High God? I beseech thee, to=ent me not. For he commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out from the man. For often limes it had seized him: and he was kept 
under guard, and bound with chains and fetters; and breaking the bands asunder, 
he wns driven of the devil into the deserts. And Jesus asked him, What is thy name? 
And he said, Legion; for many devils were entered into him. And they intreated 

32 him that he would not command them to depart into the abyss. Now there was then• 
a herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they intreated him that he would 
give them leave to enter into them. And he gave them leave. And the devils came 
out from the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd rushed down the steep 

34 into the lake, and were choked. And when they that fed them saw what had come 
to pass, they fled, and told it in the city and in the country. And they went out to 
see what had come to pass; and they came to Jesus, and found the man, from whom 
the devils were gone out, sitting, clothed and in his right mind, at the feet of Jesus: 
and they were afraid. And they thal saw it told them how he that was possessed with 

37 devils was made whole. And all the people of the country of the Gerasenes round 
a bout asked him to depart from them; for they were holden with great fear: and he 
entered into a boat, and returned. But the man from whom the devils were gone out 
prayed him that he might be with him: but he sent him away, saying, Return to thy 
house, and declare how great things God hath done for thee. And he went his way, 
publishing throughout the whole city how great things Jesus bad done for him. 

40 And as Jesus returned, the multitude welcomed him; for they were all waiting 
for him. And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the 
synagogue: and J,e fell down at Jesus' feet, and besought him to come into his house; 
for he had an only daughter, about twelve years 'of age, and she lay a dying. But as 
he went the multitudes thronged him. 

43 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all ber living 
upon physicians, and could not be healed of any, came behind him, and touched the bor
der of his garment: and immediately the issue of her blood stanched. And Jesus said, 
Who is it that touched me? And when all denied, Peter said, and they that were with him, 

46 Master, the multitudes press thee and crush thee. But Jesus said, Some one did touch 
me: for I perceived that power had gone forth from me. And when the woman saw 
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that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared in the 
presence of all the people for what cause she touched him, and how she was h~alcd im
mediately. And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go m peace. 

While he vet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's house, 49 
saying, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the l\Iaster. Ilut Jesus hearing it, answered 
him, Fear not: only believe, and she shall be made whole. And when he ca1r.e to the 
house, he suffered not any man to enter in with him, save Peter, and John, and James, 
and the father of the maiden and her mother. And all were weeping, and \Jewai!ing 52 
her: but he said, Weep not; for she is not dead, but slccpeth. And they laughed him 
to scorn, knowing that she was dead. But he, taking her by the hand, called, saying, 
Maiden, arise. And her spirit returned, and she rose up im111cdiatcly: and he com
manded that something be given her to cat. And her parents were amazed: but he 
charged them to tell no man what had been done. 

And he called the twelYe together, and gave them power and authority oYer all 9 
de,·ils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them forth to preach the kingdom of God, 
and t? heal the .sick. And he said unto them: Take nothin~ for Organization 
your Journey, neither staff, nor wallet, nor bread, nor money; neither of Apostles 
have two coats. And into whatsoever house ye enter, there abide, and 
thence depart. And as many as receive you not, when ye depart from that city, 
shake off the dust from your feet for a testimony against them. 

And they departed, and went throughout the villages, preaching the gospel, and 
healing everywhere. 

Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done: and he was much perplexed, 7 
because that it was said by some, that John was risen from the dead; and by son'.e, 
that Elijah had appeared; and by others, that one of the old prophets was risen again. 
And Herod said, John I beheaded: but who is this, about whom I hear such things) 
And he sought to see him. 

And the apostles, when they were returned, declared unto him \vhat things thry ro 
had done. And he took them, and "·ithdrew apart to a city called Hcthsaida. Hut the 
multitudes perceiving it followed him: and he welcomed them, and sp:1ke to them 
of the kingdom of God, and them that had need of healing he healed. And the day 
began to wear away; and the twelve came, and said unto him, Send the multitude 
away, that they may go into the villages and country round about, and lodge, and get 
victuals: for we are here in a desert place. Hut he said unto them, Gi,·e ye them to 13 
eat. And they said, \Ve have no more than five loaves and two fishes; except we should 
go and buy food for all this pe<1ple. For they were about fiye thousand men. And 
he said unto his disciples, Make them sit down in companies, about fifty each. And 
they did so, and made them all sit down. And he took the five loaves and the two 
fishes, and looking up to heaven, he \Jlessed them, and brake; and gave lo the dis
ciples to set before the multitude. And they did eat, and were all filled: and there 
was taken up that which remained over to them of brohn pieces, tweh·e baskets. 

And it came to pass, as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him: and 18 
he asked them, saying, \\'ho do the multitudes say that I am? And they answering 
said, John the B~pti~t; but ?!hers say, Elij~h; and others, that one of Reco nition 
the old proph.ets 1s nsen agam. And he said unto them, But who say of th~ 
ye that I am ~ And Peter answering said, The Christ of God. But he Christ: An
charged them, and comrr:anded them to tell this to no man; saying, nouncement 
The Son of man must suffer many things and be rejected of the elders ~f his Suf
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised enngs 
up. And he said unto all: If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, 23 
and take up his cross daily, and fottow me. For whosoever would save his life shall 
lose i!; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. For 
what IS a man profited, if he gain the whole world, and lose or forfeit his own self? 
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26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of 
man be ashamed, when he cometh in his own glory, and the glory of the Father, 
and of the holy angels. But I tell you of a truth, There be some of them that stand 
here, which shall in no wise taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God. 

28 And it came to pass about eight days after these sayings, he took with him Peter 
and John and James, and went up into the mountain to pray. And as he was pray
ing, the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment became white and 
dazzling. And behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elijah; 

31 who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he was about to accomplish at 
Jerusale;11. Now Peter and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: but when 
they were fully awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood with him. 
And it came to pass, as they were parting from him, Peter said unto Jesus, ~faster, it is 
good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 

34 Moses, and one for Elijah: not knowing what he said. And while he said these things, 
there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as they entered into the 
cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my Son, my chosen: hear 
ye him. And when the voice came, Jesus was found alone. And they held their 
peace, and told no man in those d:iy5 any of the things which they had seen. 

37 And it came to p1ss, on the next day, when they were come down from the moun-
tain, a great multitude met him. And behold, a man from the multitude cried, say
ing, Master, I beseech thee to look upon my son; for he is mine only child: and behold, 
a spirit trrketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him thflt he foameth, 

40 and it hardly depi.rteth from him, bruising him sorely. And I besought thy disciples 
to cast it out; and they could not. And Jesus answered and said, 0 faithless and per
verse generation, how long shall I be with you, and bear with you? bring hither thy 
son. And as he was yet a coming, the devil dashed him down, and tare him grievously. 
Ilut Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the boy, and gave him back to his 

43 father. And they were all astonished at the majesty of God. 
But while all were marvelling at all the things which he did, he said !Jnto his dis

ciples, Let these words sink into your ears: for the Son of man shall be delivered up into 
the hands of men. But they understood not his saying, and it was concealed from them, 
that they should not perceive it: and they were afraid to ask him about this saying. 

46 And there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be greatest. 
But when Jesus saw the reasoning of their heart, he took a little child, and set him by 
his side, and s1id unto them: Whosoever shall receive this little child in my name 
receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him that sent me: for he 
that is least among you all, the same is great. 

49 And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name; 
and we forbade him, because he followeth not with us. But Jesus said unto him, 
Forbid hirt. ·~Jt: for he that is not against you is for you. 

IV 
THE \VAY TO JERUSALEM AND GROWING EXPECTATION OF 

THE KI"'GDOM 

51 And it came to pass, when the days were well-nigh come that he should be received 
up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, and sent messengers before his face: 
Advance and they went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make 
towardJeru-_ ready for him. And they did not receive him, because his face was as 
salem ~om· though he were going to Jerusalem .. And when his disciples James and 
menet John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we bid fire to come down 
from heaven, and consume them? But he turned, and rebuked them. And they 
went to another village. 
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And as they went in the way, a cerlain man said unto him, I will follow thee 57 
whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus said unto him, The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the heaven have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 
And he said unto another, Follow me. Hut he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and 
burv mv father. But he s:i.id unto him, Leave the dead to bury their own dead; but 60 
go thou' and publish abroad the kingdom of God. And another also said, I will follow 
thee, Lord; but first suffer n-.e to bid farewell to them that arc at IT'Y house. But 
Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his haJ?.d to the plough, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God. 

Kow after these things the Lord appointed seventy crthcrs, and srnt them two and 10 
two before I.is face into f'Yery cily and place, whither he himself was about !C' come. 
And he said unto them: The harvest is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he send forth la
bourers into his harvest. Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as 
lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no wallet, no shoes: and 
salute no man on the way. And into whatsoever house ye shall enter, 

The Seventy 
sent forward 
to prepare 
the way 

first say, Peace be to this house. And if a son of peace be there, your peace shall rest 6 
upon him: but if not, it shall turn to you again. And in that same house remain, 
eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. 
Go not from house to house. And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive 
you, eat such things as are set before you: and heal the sick that are therein, and say 
unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. But into whatsoever city ro 
ye shall enter, and they receive you not, go out into the streets thereof and say, Even 
the dust from your city, that cleaveth to our feet, we do wipe off against you: howbeit 
know this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh. I say unto you, It shall be more 
tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city. Woe wito thee, Chorazin ! woe 13 
unto thee, Bethsaida ! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
which were done in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 
ashes. Howbeit it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the ju<!gement, than 
for you. And thou, Capernaum, shalt thou be exalted unto heaven' thou shalt 
be brought down unto Hades. He that heareth you heareth me; and he that rejecteth 
you rejecteth me; and he that rejecteth me rejecteth him that sent me. 

And the se,·enLy returned with joy, saying, Lorri, even the dc,·ils arc subject unto 17 
us in thy name. And he S'.tid unto them, I beheld Satan fallen as lightning from 
heaven. Behold, l have given you authority lo tread upon serpents and scorpion,;, 
and O\'er all the power of the enemy: and notl.ing shall in :my wise hurt you. How
beit in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; bul rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven. 

In tl1at same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, and said: I thank thee, 0 Father, 21 

Lord of heaven and earth, that thou didst hide these things from.the wise and under
standing, and didst reveal them unto babes: yea, Father; for so it was well-pleasing 
in thy sight. All things have been delivered unto me of my Father: and no one 
knoweth who the Son is, save the Father; and who the Father is, save the Son, and 
he to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal him. And turning to the disciples, he said 23 
privately: Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see: for I say unto you, 
that many prophets and kings desired to see the things which ye see, and saw them 
not; and to hear the things which ye hear, and heard them not. 

And behold, a cert~.in lawyer stood up and templed him, saying,~fastcr, w:-~t shall 25 
I do to in:~erit eternal life? And be said unto him, What is written in the law? how 
readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and 
thy neighbour as thyself. And he s'.lid unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, 
and thou shalt live. But he, desiring to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is 

1109 



Luke ~New Testament History 

30 my neighbour' Jesus made answer and said: A certain man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho; and he fell among robbers, which both stripped him and beat 
Incident of him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance a certain 
the lawyer priest was going down that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on 
suggests the other side. And in like manner a Levite also, when he came to the 
Parable of place, and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a certain Samari-
~he Go~d tan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him he 

aman an was moved with compassion, and came to him, and bound up his wou~ds, 
pouring on them oil and wine; and he set him on his own beast, and brought him to 

35 an inn, and took care of him; And on the morrow he took out two pence, and gave 
them to the host, and said, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, 
I, when I come back again, will repay thee. Which of these three, thinkest thou, 
proved neighbour unto him that fell among the robbers? And he said, He that 
shewed mercy on him. AJHl Jesus said unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 

38 Now as they went on their way, he entered into a certain village: and a certain 

The village 
of Martha 
and Mary 

woman named Martha received him into her house. And she had a 
sister called ;\[ary, which also sat al the Lord's feet, and heard his 
word. But '.\1artha was cumbered about much serving; and she came 
up to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister did leave 

41 me lo serve alone? hid her therefore that she help me. But the Lord answered and 
said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art anxious and troubled about many things: 
but one thing is needful: for Mary hath chosen the good part, which shall not be 
taken away from her. 

11 And it came to pass, as he was praying in a certain place, that when he ceased, 

Occasion of 
the Lord's 
Prayer and 

one of his disciples s~1id unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, even as John 
also taught his disciples. And he said unto them: When ye pray, 
say, Father, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Give us day 
by day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins; for we ourselves 

also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And bring us not into temptation. 
s And he said unto them: Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him 

at midnight, and say to him, Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine is 
come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him; and he from within 
shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with 

a me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee? I say unto you, Though he will not rise and 
give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will arise and 
Parable of give him as many as he needeth. And I say unto you, Ask, and it 
the Impor- shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
tunate opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
Friend seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. And of 
which of you that is a father shall his son ask a loaf, and he give him a stone? or a 

12 fish, and he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he give him 
a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

14 And he was casting out a devil which was dumb. And it came to pass, when the 
devil was gone out, the dumb man spake; and the multitudes marvelled. But some 
Cl h 'th of them said, By Beelzebub the prince of the devils casteth he out devils. 
op~~siti~n And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from l],eaven. But 

he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them: Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided against a house falleth. 

18 And if Satan also is divided against himself, how shall his kingdom stand? because 
ye say that I cast out devils by Beelzebub. And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by 
whom do your sons cast them out? therefore shall they be your judges. But if I by 
the finger of God cast out devils, then is the kingdom of God come upon you. When 
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the strong mllD fully armed guardeth his own court, his goods are in peace: but when 
a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him 
his whole armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. He that is not with 23 

me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth. The unclean spirit 
when he is gone out of the man, passeth through waterless places, seeking rest; and 
finding none, he saith, I will turn back unto my house whence I came out. And 
when he is come, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to 
him seven other spirits more evil than himself; and they enter in and dwell there: 
and the last state of that man becometh worse than the first. 

And it came to p:iss, as he said these things, a CC'rtain \\"Oman out cf the multi- 27 

turlc lifted up her Yc>ice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and 
the breasts which thou didst suck. But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it. 

And whc'n the multitudes were gathering together unto him, he began to say: 2~ 
This generation is an evil generation: it seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign 
be given to it but the sign of Jonah. For even as Jonah became a sign unto the 
Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation. The queen of the south 
shall rise up in the judgement with the men of this generation. and shall condemn 
them: for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon: and 
behold, a greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineveh shall stand up in the 
judgement with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah; and behold, a greater than Jonah is here. 

No man, when he hath lighted a lamp, putteth it in a cellar, neither under the bushel, 33 
but on the stand, that they which enter in may see the light. The lamp of thy body is 
thine eye: when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when it is 
evil, thy body also is full of darkness. Look therefore whether the light that is in thee be 
not darkness. If therefore thy whole body be full of light, having no part dark, it shall 
be wholly full of light, as when the lamp with its bright shining doth give thee light. 

:K'ow as he spake, a Pharisee asketh him to dine with him: and he went in, and sat 37 
down to meat. And when the Pharisee saw it, he n'arnlled that he 
had not first \\'ashed before dinner. ,\nd the Lord said unto him: Now ~las~ wi~h 
do ye Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and of the platter; but a:t~:~e;ers 
your inward part is full of extortion and wickedness. Ye foolish ones, did 
not he that made the outside make the inside also? Howbeit give for alms those 
things which ye can; and behold, all things are clean unto you. 

But woe unto you Pharisees I for ye tithe mint and rue and every herb, and pass 40 
over judgement and the love of God: but these ought ye to have done, and not to 
leave the other undone. Woe unto you Pharisees! for ye love the chief seats in the 
synagogues, and the salutations in the marketplaces. Woe unto you! for ye are 
as the tombs which appear not, and the men that walk over them know it not. 

And one of the lawyers amwPring s!lith unto him, :\laster, in sayin~ this thou 45 
reprnarhc·st us abo. And he said: Woe unto you lawyers also! for ye lade men with 
burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of 
your fingers. Woe unto you! for ye build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers 
killed them. So ye are witnesses and consent unto the works of your fathers: for 
they killed them, and ye build their tombs. Therefore also said the wisdom of God, ·f9 

I will send unto them prophets and apostles; and some of them they shall kill and 
persecute; that the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation 
of the world, may be required of this generation; from the blood of Abel unto the 
blood of Zachariah, who perished between the altar and the sanctuary: yea, I say 
unto you, it shall be required of this generation. Woe unto you lawyers! for ye 52 
took away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves and them that were 
entering in ye hindered. ' 
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53 And when he was come out from thence, the scribes and the Pharisees began to 
press upon him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak of many things; laying 
wait for him, to catch something out of his mouth. 

12 In the mean time, when the many thousands of the multitude were gathered to
gether, insomuch that they trode one upon another, he began to say unto his dis
ciples first of all: Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. But 
there is nothing covered up, that shall not be revealed: and hid, that shall not be 

3 known. Wherefore whatsoever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the 
light; and what ye have spoken in the ear in the inner chambers shall be proclaimed 
upon the housetops. And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them which 
kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will warn you whcm 
ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, 

6 I say unto you, Fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings? and not 
one of them is forgotten in the sight of God. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear not: ye are of more value than many sparrows. And I say unto 
you, Every one who shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess 
before the angels of God: but he that denieth me in the presence of men shall be denied 

rn in the presence of the angels of God. And every one who shall speak a word against 
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the 
Holy Spirit it shall not be forgiven. And when they bring you before the synagogues, 
and the rulers, and the authorities, be not anxious how or what ye shall answer, or what 
ye shall say: for the Holy Spirit shall teach you in that very hour what ye ought to say. 

lJ And one out of the multitude said unto him, Master, bid my brother divide the 
inheritance with me. llut he s:iid unto him, l\Jan, who made me a judge or a divider 
over yon? And he said unto them: Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetous
ness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

16 And he spake a para hie unto them, saying: The ground of a certain rich man brought 

Vanity of 
worldly 
cares in a 
spiritual 
cr.isie 

forth plentifully: and he reasoned within himself, saying, What shall I 
do, because I have not where to bestow my fruits) And he said, This 
will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I 
bestow all my corn and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, be 
merry. But God said unto him, Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul 

required of thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be? 
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 

22 And he said unto his disciples: Therefore I ;ay unto you, Be not anxious for your 
life, what ye shall eat; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. For the life is 
more than the food, and the body than the raiment. Consider the ravens, that they 
sow not, neither reap; which have no store-chamber nor barn; and God feedeth 

2 5 them: of how much more value are ye than the birds ! And which of you by being 
anxious can add a cubit unto his stature? If then ye are not able to do even that 
which is least, why are ye anxious concerning the rest? Consider the lilies, how they 
grow: thJy toil not, neither do they spin; yet I say unto you, Even Solomon in all his 

28 glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God doth so clothe the grass in the 
field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven; how much more shall he 
clothe you, 0 ye of little faith? And seek not ye what ye shall eat, and what ye shall 
drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. For all these things do the nations of the 
world seek after: but your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. How-

32 beit seek ye his kingdom, and these things shall be added unto you. Fear not, little 
flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell that ye have, 
and give alms; make for yourselves purses which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens 
that faileth not, where no thief draweth near, neither moth destroyeth. For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
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Let your loins be girded about, and your lamps burQ.ing; and be ye yourselves 35 
like unto men looking for their lord, when he shall return from the marriage feast; 
that, when he cometh and knocketh, they may straightway open unto him. Blessed 
are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh ~hall find watching: verily I say 
unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them sit down to meat, and shall 
come and serve them. And if he shall come in the second watch, and if in the third, 38 
and find them so, blessed are those servants. But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known in what hour the thief was coming, he would have watched, and 
not have left his house to be broken through. Be ye also ready: for in an hour that 
ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

:\nd Peter ;aid, Lord, speakes( thou this parable unto us, or cwn unto all? And 41 
the Lord said: Who then i3 the faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall set over 
his house!» Id, to give them their portion of food in due season? Blessed is that 
servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto you, 
that he will set him over all that he hath. But if that servant shall say in his heart, 45 
My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and the maid
servants, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; the lord of that servant shall come 
in a day when he expecteth not, and in an hour when he knoweth not, and shall cut 
him asunder, and appoint his portion with the unfaithful. And that servant, which 47 
knew his lord's will, and made not ready, nor did according to his will, shall be beaten 
with many stripes; but he that knew not, and did things worthy of stripes, shall be 
beaten with few stripes. And to whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be 
required: and to whom they commit much, of him will they ask the more. 

I came to cast fire upon the earth; and what will I, if it is already kindled? But I 49 
have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished '. 
Think ye that I am come to give peace in the earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather 
division: for there shall be from henceforth five in one house divided, three against 
two, and two against three. They shall be divided, father against son, and son against 
father; mother against daughter, and daughter against her mother; mother in law 
against her daughter in law, and daughter in law against her mother in law . 

. \nd he said to the multitudes also: When ye see a cloud rising in the west, straight- 55 
way ye say, There cometh a shower; and so it cometh to pass. And when ye see a south 
wind blowing, ye say, There will be a scorching heat; and it cometh to pass. Ye hypo
crites, ye know how to interpret the face of the earth and the heaven; but how is it that 
ye know not how to interpret this time? And why even of yourselves judge ye not what 
is right> For as thou art going with thine a_dversary before the magistrate, on the way 50 
give diligence to be quit of him; lest haply he hale thee unto the judge, and the judge 
shall deliver thee to the officer, and the officer shall cast thee into prison. I say unto 
thee. Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou have paid the very last mite. 

:\ow there "·ere some present at that very season which told him of the Galila:ans, 13 
whose hlood l'ilate had minp:led with their sacrifices. And he answl'rccl and said 
un lo· them: Think ye that these Galil~ans were sinners above all the Galiheans, 
because they have suffered these things? I tell you, Nay : but, except ye repent, ye 
shall all in like manner perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell. and killed them, think ye that they were offenders above all the men that dwell 
in Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall ell likewise p~rish. 

And he spake this parable: A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 6 
and he came seeking fruit thereon, and found none. And he said unto 
the vint;dresser, Behold, these. three years I come ~eeking fruit on this fhe:11b~:r:! 
fig tree,_ and find none:. cut 1t down; why doth 1t also cumber the Fig Tree 
groun~ ~ And he answenng saith unto him, Lord, let it alone this year 
also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: and if it bear fruit thenceforth, well; but 
if not, thou shalt cut it down. 
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10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath day. And behold 
a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years; and she was bowed together' 
and could in no wise lift herself up. And when Jesus saw her, he called her, and said 
to her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. And he laid his hands upon her: 
and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. And the ruler of the 
synagogue, being moved with indignation because Jesus had healed on the sabbath, 
r.nswcrcd and sDicl to the multitude, There are six clays in which men ought to work: 

,, in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the day of the sabbath. But .the 
J ,o\"(l answered him, an cl said: Ye hypocrites, doth not each one of you on the sabbath 
loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought not 
this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan had bound, lo, these eighteen 
years, to have been loosed from this bond on the day of the sabbath? · 

r7 And as he said these things, all his adversaries were put to shame: ~nd all the 
multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him. He said there

Growing ex
citement of 
friends and 
foes 

fore: Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and whereunto shall J 
liken it? It is like unto a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, 
and cast into his own garden; and it grew, and became a tree; and 
the birds of the heaven lodged in the branches thereof. And again he 
said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God? It is like unto leaven, 

which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till it was all leavened. 
22 And he went on his way through cities and villages, teaching, and journeying on 

unto Jerusalem. And one said unto him, Lord, arc they few that be sawd? And he 

Questions as 
to the ex
pected crisis 

said unto them, Strive to enter in by the narrow door: for many, I say 
unto you, shall seek to enter in, and shall not be able. When once 
the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye be
gin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, open to us; 

and he shall answer and say to you, I know you not whence ye are; then shall ye begin 
27 to say, We did eat and drink in thy presence, and thou didst teach in our streets; and 

he shall say, I tell you, I know not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers 
of iniquity. There shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and 
yourselves cast forth without. And they shall come from the east and west, and from 
the north and south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. And behold, there are 
last whic.!t shall be first, and there are first which shall be last. 

3r Jn that very hour there came certain Pharisees, saying to him, Get thee out, and 
go hence: for Herod would fain ki!l thee .. J\ncl he said unto them, Go and say to that 

Attempt to 
stop the 
advance of 
Jesus 

fox, Behold, I cast out devils and perform cures to-day and to-morrow, and 
the third day I am perfected. Howbeit I must go on my way to-day and to
morrow and the day following: for it cannot be thata prophet perish out of 
Jerusalem. 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killeth the prophets, and 
stoneth them that are sent unto her! how often would I have gathered thy 

children together, even as a hen gathereth her own brood under her wings, and ye 
would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and I say unto you, Ye 
shall not see me, until ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

14 A.nd it c:1me to pass, when he went into the house of one of the rulers of the Phan-
sees on a sabbath to cat bread, tl1at they were watching him. And behold, there 

was before him a certain man which had the dropsy. And Jesus answer
ing spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal 
on the sabbath, or not? Ilut they held their peace. And he ~?ok him, 
and healed him and let him go. And he said unto them, Which of you 
shall have an ~ss or an ox fallen into a well, and will not straightway 

Pharisaic 
hospitality 
an occasion 
for parables 

draw him up on a sabbath day? And they could not answer again unto these things. 

7 And he spake a parable unto tbosc which were bidden, when he marked how they 
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chose out the chief scats; saying unto them: When thou art bidden of any man to a a 
marriage feast, sit not down in the chief seat; lest haply a more honourable man than 
thou be bidden of him, and he that bade thee and·him shall come and say to thee, Give 
this man place; and then thou shalt begin with shame to take the lowest place. But 
when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest place; that when he that hath 
bidden thee cometh, he may say to thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have 
glory in the presence of all that sit at meat with thee. For every one that exalteth 
himself shall be humbled; a,nd he that humbleth himseif shall be exalted. 

And he said to him also that had hidden him: When thou makest a dinner or a 12 

supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, nor thy kinsmen, nor rich neighbours; 
lest haply they also bid thee again, and a recompense be made thee. But when thou 
ma.kest a feast, bid the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: and thou shall be 
blessed; because they have not wherewith to recompense thee: for thou shalt be 
recompensed in the resurrection of the just. 

And when one of them that sal at meat with him hc:ird thc:oc tl•ings, he so.id unto 15 
him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. Bt•l he said unto · 
him: A certain man made a great supper; and he bade many: and he sent forth his 
servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now 
ready. And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto rs 
him, I have bought a field, and I must needs go out and see it: I pray thee have me 
excused. And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: 
t pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come. And the servant came, and told his lord these things. Then the 
LDaster of the house being angry said to his suvant, Go out quickly into the streets and 
lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor and maimed and blind and lame. And"·' 
the servant said, Lord, what thou .didst command is done, and yet there js room. 
And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and constrain 
them to come in, that my house may be filled. For I say unto you, that none of those 
men which were bidden shall taste of my supper. 

Xow there went with him p:rc~t mul;i:uclcs: :•nd he turnccl, ancl 'ilid unto them: 
If any man cometh unto me, and hateth not his own father, and mother, and wife, and 26 

children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he can
not be my disciple. Whosoever doth not bear his own cross, and come 
after me, cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build 
a tower, doth not first sit down and count the cost, whether he have 
wherewith to complete it? Lest haply, when he hath laid a founda

Crowding of 
followers: 
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tion, and is not able to finish, all that behold begin to mock him, saying, This man 
began to build, and was not able to finish. Or what king, as he goelh to encounter 31 
another king in war, will not sit down first and take counsel whether he is able 
with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 
Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and asketh 
conuitions of peace. So therefore whosoever he be of you that renounceth not 
all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple. Salt therefore is good: out if e\·en. 
the salt have lost its savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned? It is fit neither for the 
land nor for the dunghill: men cast it out. He that hath ears lo hear, let him hear. 

:\ow all the publicans and sinners 1rerc drawinµ: near unL·l him for to hear liim.15 
.\nd hJth the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, sayinµ:, Thi,; man 
receivcth sinners, and cateth with them. And he sp~ke unto them 
this. parable, saying: What man of you, having a hundred sheep and 
havmg lost one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wild
erness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it' And when he 
hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he 
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cometh home, he calleth together his friends and his neighbours, saying unto them, 
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7 Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was Jost. I say unto you, that 
even so there shall be joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine righteous persons, which need no repentance. 

8 Or what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a 
lamp, and sweep the house, and seek diligently until she find it? And when she hath 
found it, she calleth together h~r friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the piece which I had Jost. Even so, I say unto you, there is joy in the 
presence of the an=:els of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

n And he s0 id: A certain man had two sons: and the younger of ttem said to his 
father, Father, ~ive me the portion of thy substance that falleth to me. And he 

Parable of 
the 1 rodigal 
Son 

divided unto them his living. And not many days after the younger 
son gathered all together, and toolt his journey into a for country; and 
there he wasted his substance with riotous living. And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that country; and he began to 

IS be in want. And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country; 
and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have been filled with 
the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. But when he came 
to himself he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to 
spare, and I perish here with hunger ! I will arise and go to my father, and will say 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: I am no more 

20 worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. And he arose, 
and came to his father. But while he was yet afar off, his father saw him, and was 
moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son 
said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: I am no more 

22 worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth quickly 
the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 
and bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat, and make merry: for this my 
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be 

25 merry. Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. And he called to him one of the servants, and 
inquired what these things might be. And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; 
and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and 

28 sound. But he was angry, and would not go in; and his father came out, and in
treated him. But he answered and said to his father, Lo, these many years do I 
serve thee, and I never transgressed a commandment of thine: and yet thou never 
gavest me a kid, that I might rnalte merry with my friends: but when this thy son 
came, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou killedst for him the fatted 

3r calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that is mine is 
thine. But it was meet to make merry and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, 
and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 

16 And he sJi<l also unto the disciples: There was a certain rich man, which had a 
steward; and the same was accused unto him that he was wasting his goods. And 

Mammon 
worship and 
the king
dom of God 

he called him, and said unto him, What is this that I hear of thee? render 
the account of thy stewardship; for thou canst be no longer steward. 
And the steward said within himself, What shall I do, seeing that my 
lord taketh away the stewardship from me? I have not strength to 
dig; to beg I am ashamed. I am resolved what to do, that, when I am 

5 put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses. And calling to 
him each one of his lord's debtors, he said to the first, How much owes! thou unto 
my lord? And he said, A hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take 
thy bond, and sit down quickly and write fifty. Then said he to another, And how 
much owes! thou? And he said, A hundred measures of wheat. He saith unto 
him, Take thy bond, and write fourscore. And his lord commended the unrighteo1r 
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steward because he had done wisely: for the sons of this world are for their own gen
eration wiser than the sons of the light. And I say unto you, Make to yourselves 9 

friends by means of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when it shall fail, they 
may receive you into the -eternal tabernacles. He that is faithful in a very little is 
faithful also in much: and he that is unrighteous in a very little is unrighteous also 
in much. If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, v1ho 
will commit to your trust the true riches~ And if ye have not been faithful in that 1. 

which is anothcr·s. who will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve 
two mast~s: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hoid 
~o one, and despise the oth€r. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

:\nd the Phario;rrs, wlj() \\"ere lovers of rr.oney, heard all tLcsc tl:inp;s; and tl:ey 1~ 
swffed at him. And he said unto them: Ye are they that justify yourselves in the 
sight of men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is exalted among men is 
an abomination in the sight of God. The law and the prophets were until John: 
from that time the gospel of the kingdom of God is preached, and every man entereth 
violently into it. But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one 17 
tittle of the law to fall. Every one that putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, 
committeth adultery: and he that marrieth one that is put away from a husband 
committeth adultery. 

Now there was a certain rich man, and he was clothed in purple and fine linen, 19 
faring sumptuously every day: and a certain beggar named Laz~.rus was laid at 
his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs that fell 
from the rich man's table; yea, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and that he was carried 
away by the angels into Abraham·s bosom: and the rich man also 
died, and was buried. And iu Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in tor

Parable of 
the Rich 
Man and 
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ments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, 24 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame. But 
Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime recdvedst thy good things, 
and Lazarus in ·like manner evil things: but now here he is comforted, and thou art 
in anguish. And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, that 26 
they which would pass from hence to you may not be able, and that none may cross 
over from thence to us. And he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldest send him to my father's house ; for I have five brethren; that he may testify 
unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. But Abraham saith, They 29 
have Moses and the prophets ; let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abra
ham: but if one go to them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, 
If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, if one rise 
from the dead. 

And he s~irl untn his clisciplcs: It is impossible but that occasions of stumbling 17 
should come: but woe unto him, through whom they come! It were well for him 
if a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were thrown into 
the sea, rather than that he should cause one of these little ones to Offences -
~tumble. Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother sin, rebuke him; and ~'f~rt";ess 
1f he repent, forgive him. And if he sin against thee seven times in 
the day, and seven times turn again to thee saying I repent· thou shalt fcrgive 
h• I ' I 

I.Ill. 

And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. And the :!..,ord said: 5 
If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye would say unto this sycamine tree, 
Be thou rooted up, and be thou planted in the sea; and it would have obeyed you. 
But who is there of you, having a servant plowing or keeping sheep, that will say unto 
him, when he is come in from the field, Come straightway and sit down to meat; 
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8 and will not ra~her say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, 
and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink? 
Doth he thank the servant because he did the things that were commanded? Even 
so ye also, when ye shall have done all the things that are commanded you, say, We 
are unprofitable servants; we have done that which it was our duty to do. 

u And il came lo pass, as they were on the way to Jerusalem, that he was passing 
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered into a certain village 

there met him ten men lhat were lepers, which stood afar off: and they 
~cftln~ide lifll'd up their voices, saying, Jesus, ]\faster, have mercy en. us. Anrl 

when he saw them, he said unto them, Go and shew yourselws unto the 
, 5 pricsls. j'.nd it came to pass, as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, 

\\'hen he s::w that he was healed, turned back, with a loud voice glorifying God; anrl 
he fell uprm his face at his feet, giving him than ks: and he was a Samaritan. And 
Jesus answering said, \Vere not the ten cleansed? but where arc the nine? \Vere 
there none found lhat returned to give glory to Goel, save this stranger? And he sait.I 
unto him, Arise, and go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. 

20 And being asked hy the Plwrisces, when the kingdom of Goel cometh, he an-
swered them and said: The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: neither 

Questions as 
to the reve
lation of the 
kingdom 

shall they say, Lo, here! or, There! for Io, the kingdom of God is within 
you. Anrl he said unto the disciples: The days will come, when ye 
shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not 
see it. And they shall say to you, Lo, there! Lo, here! go not away, 
nor follow after them: for as the lightning, when it lighteneth out of 

the one part under the heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall 
25 the Son of man be in his day. But first must he suffer many things and be rejected 

of this generation. And as it came to pass in the days of Noah, even so shall it be 
also in the days of the Son of man. They ate, they drank, they married, they were 
given in marriage, m1til the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came, 

28 and destroyed them all. Likewise even as it came to pass in the days of Lot; they 
ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; but in the day that 
Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all: after the same manner shall it be in the day that the Son of man is re
vealed. In that day, he which shall be on the housetop, and his goods in the house, 
let him not go down to take them away: and let him that is in the field likewise not 
return back. Remember Lot's wife. Whosoever shall seek to gain his life shall 

34 Jose it: but whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. I say unto you, In 
that night there shall be two men on one bed; the one shall be taken, and the 
other shall be left. There shall be two women grinding together; the one shall 
be taken, and the other shall be left. And they answering say \fnto him, Where, 
Lord) :\nd he saitl unlo them, Where the body is, thither will the eagles also be 
gathered together. 

L8 And he spake a parable unto them to the end that they ought always to pray, 
and not Lo hint; saying: There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, and 

Parable of 
the Unjust 
Judge 

regarded not man: and there was a widow in that city; and she came oft 
unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would rtol 
for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, 
nor regard man; yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, 

6 lest she wear me out by her continual coming. And the Lord said, Hear what the 
unrighteous judge saith. And shall not God avenge his elect, which cry to him day 
and night, and he is longsuffering over them? I say unto you, that he will avenge 
them speedily. Howbe>t when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth? 

9 And he spake also this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they 
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were righteous, and set all others at nought: Two men went up into the temple to 10 

pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself God I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of men, 
extortioners unju'st adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice fhar1:!'~e of 
in the week; I give' tithes of all that I get. But the publican, standing an~ Pu~li~!~ 
afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote 
his breast, saying, God, be merciful to me a sinner. I say unto you, This man went q 
down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth him
self shall be humbled· but he that hurnbleth himself shall be exalted. 

And thev brou"ht' unto him also their babes, that he should touch them: but 
when the disciples" saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus call eel them unto him, 16 
saying: Suffer the little chil~en to come unto me, and forbid them not:_ for of s_uch 
is the kingdom of God. Venly I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kmg
dom of God as a little child, he shall in no wise enter therein. 

And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good ;\faster, what shall I do to inherit 18 
eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, \\'hy callest thou me good? none is good, 
saYe one, e1·en God. Thou knowcst the commandments, Do not com- . 
mil adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, D? not bear fal~e witness, ~~~':i~~\~~er 
Honour thy father and mother. And he said, All these tlungs haYe I 
obsern·d from my youth up. And when Jesus heard it, he said unto him, One 22 

thing thou lackest yet: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and 
thou shalt haw tne>asure in he~n·en: and come, follow me. But when he heard 
these things, he became exceeding sorrowful; for he was very rich. And Jesus see
ing him said: How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 
For it is easier for a camel to enter in through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God. And they that lH·ard it s~id, Then who can be saYed? 26 

But he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God. And 
Peter said, Lo, we haw left our own, and follmi-ed thee. And he said unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or wife, or brethren, or 
parents, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, who shall not receive manifold 
more in this time, and in the world to come eternal life. 

And he took unto him the twclw, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jeru- 31 
salem, and all the things that are written by the prophets shall be N 
accomplished unto the Son of man. For he shall be delivered up unto the pr~~~~1~ 
Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and shamefully entreated, and spit upon: Jerusalem 
and they shall scourge and kill him: and the third day he shall rise 
again. And they understood none of these things; and this saying 1vas hid from 
them, and they perceived not the things that were said. 

And it came to pass, as he drew nigh unto Jericl10, a certain blind man sat hy the 35 
way side begging: and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. 
And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. And he cried, saying, Jes11s, 
thou son of David, have mercy on me. And they that went before rebuked him, that 
he should hold his peace: hut he cried out the more a grtat deal, Thou son of David, 
have mercy on me. And Jesus stood, and romman<lcd him to be brought unto him: {O 

and when he 11·as come near, he asked him, What wilt thou that I should <lo unto thee? 
And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Receive 
thy sight: thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately he recciwd hi,; sight, 
and followed him, glorif}ing God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise 
unto God. 

And he entered and was passing through Jericho. And behold, a man called by 19 
name Zacchreus; and he was a chief publican, and he was rich. And he sought to 
see Jesus who he was; and could not for the crowd, because he was littl~ ol 3taturc. 
And he ran on before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to sec him: for he was 
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s to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and said unto 
him, Zaccha~us, make haste, and come down; for to-day I must abide at thy house. 
And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw 
it, they all murmured, saying, He is gone in to lodge with a man that is a sinner. 

B And Zacch~us stood, and said unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
gi1·e to the poor; and if 1 have wrongfully exacted aught of any man, I restore four
fold. And Jesus said unto him, To-day is salvation coffe to this house, forasm uch 
as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to save that 
which was lost. 

II And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because te w;1s 

nigh to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was ;rnn·cdi

Expectation 
of a near 
crisis leads 
to 

atcly to app~ar. He said therefore: A certain nobleman wen; L'lto a 
far country, to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. And he 
called ten servants of his, and gave them ten pounds, and said unto 
them, Trade ye herewith till I come. But his citizens hated him, and 
sent an ambassage after him, saying, We will not that this man reign 

15 over us. And it came to pass, when he was come back again, h.:>vir.g received th.9 
kingdom, that he commanded these servants, unto whom he had given the mone:r, 

Parable of 
the Good and 
Evil Ser
vants 

to be called to him, that he might know what they had gained by trad
ing. And the first came before him, saying, Lord, thy pound hath made 
ten pounds more. And he said unto him, Well done, thou good servant: 
because thou wast found faithful in a very little, have thou authority 
over ten cities. And the second came, saying, Thy pound, Lord, hath 

20 made five pounds. And he said unto him also, Be thou also over five cities. And 
another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I kept laid up in a 
napkin: for I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou 
layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. He, saith unto him, Out of 
thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant: thou knewest that I am an 
austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did :iot sow; then 
wherefore gavest thou not my money into the bank, and I at my coming should have 

2 4 required it with interest? And he said unto them that stood by, Take away from 
him the pound, and give it unto him that hath the ten pounds. And they said unto 
him, Lord, he hath ten pounds. I say unto you, that unto every one that hath shall 
be given; but from him that hath not, even that which he .hath shall be taken away 
from him. Howbeit these mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over 
them, bring hither, and slay them before me. 

28 And when he had thus spoken, he went on before, going up to Jerusalem. 

v 
JESUS IN JERUSALEM 

29 And it came to pass, when he drew nigh unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount 
that is called the mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, Go your 1rny 

into the village over against you; in the 11·hich as ye enter ye shall find a 
Entry into colt tied, whereon no man ever }'Cl sat: loose him, and bring him. _"\nd Jerusalem 

if any one ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye say, The Lord 
32 hath need of him. And they that were sent went away, and found even as he had 

said unto them. And as they were loosing the colt, the mrncrs thereof said unto 
them, Why loose ye the colt? And they said, The Lord bath need of him. And 
they brought him to Jesus: and they threw their garments upon the colt, and set 

37 Jesus thereon. And as he went, they spread their garments in the way. And as he 
was now drawing nigh, even at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude 
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of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mightv 
works which they had seen; saying, ' Blessed is the King that cometh in the name 38 
of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.' And some of the Phari
sees from the multituJe said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. And he an
swered and said, I tell you that, if these shall hold their peace, the stones will cry out. 

. .\nd wh!'n he Jrew nigh, he saw the city and wept over it, saying: If thou hadst 41 
known :n this day, even thou, the things which belong unto peace! but now they are 
hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, when thine enemies shall 
ca.st up e. bank about thee, and compass thee rouud, and keep thee in on every side, 
and she.II dash thee to the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation. 

And he entered into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold, saying unto 45 
them, It is written, And my house shall be a house of prayer: but ye have made it a 
den of robbers. 

And he ''"as teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes 
and tl1c princip; 1 men of the people sought to destroy him: an :l they could not find 
what they might do; for the people all hung upon him, listening. 

And it came t<J pass, on one of the days, as he was teaching the people in the 20 
temple, and preaching the gospel, there came upon him tJ-.e chief priests and the 
scribes with the elders; and they spake, saying unto him, Tell us: By 
what authority doest thou these things? or who is he that gave thee this ghaHe~ge of 
authority' And he answered an<l said unto them, I also will ask you A~~,:~Jty 
a question; and tell me: The baptism of John, was it from hea\"en, or 
from n-en) And they reasoned with th err selvcs, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; 5 
he ""ill say, \\"hy did ye not believe him' But if we shall say, From men; all the 
people will stone us: for they be persuaded that John was a prophet. And they 
ans\\"ercd, that they knew not whence it was. And Jesus sai<l unto them, Neither 
tell I you by what authority I do these things. 

And he began to speak unto the people this parable: A me.n planted a vineyard, 9 
and let it out to husbandmen, and went into another country for a long time. And at 
the season he sent unto the husbandmen a servant, that they should give 
him of the fruit of the vineyard: but the husbandmen beat him, and sent 
him away empty. And he sent yet another servant: and him also 
they beat, and handled him shamefully, and sent him away empty. 
And he sent yet e. third: and him also they wounded, and ca.st him 

Parable of 
the Hus
bandmen and 
the Heir 

forth. And the lord of the vineyard said, What she.II I do' I will send my be
loved son: it may be they will reverence him. But when the husbandmen saw him. q 
they reasoned one with another, saying, This is the heir: let us kill him, that the 
inheritance may be ours. And they cast him forth out of the vineyard and killed 
him. What therefore will the lord of the vineyard do unto them? He wi!J come and 
destroy these husbandmen, e.nd will give the vineyard unto others. And when the\· 
h~ard it, they said, God forbid. But he looked upon them, and said, What then is this 17 
that is written, 

The stone which the builders rejected, 
The same was made the head of tltt corner? 

Every one that fe.lleth on that stone she.II be broken to oieces· but on whomsoever 
it shall fall, it will scatter him as dust. · ' 

And the scribes and the chief priests sought t~ lay hanrls on him in that very hour; rs 
and they feared the people: for they perceived th-it he S'.lal e th;s parable against them. 
And they watched him, -ind sent forth spies, '1hi :h feig~ed themselves to be: 
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righteous, that they might take hold of his speech, so as to deliver him up to the 
21 rule and lo the authority of the governor. And they asked him,' saying, J\lasler, 

Jesus met 
by test 
questions 

we know that thou sayesl and teaches! rightly, and acceptest not the per
son of any, but of a truth teaches! the way of Goel: Is il lawful 
for us to give tribute unto C:rsar, or not? But he perceived their 
craftiness, and said unto them, Shew me a penny. Whose image and 

05 superscription hath it? And they said, C:rsar's. And he said unlo I hem, Then 
render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's. 
And they \\'ere not able to take hold of the saying before the people: and they 
marvcllrd at his answer, and held their peace. 

27 And there came to him certain of the Sadducees, they which say that there is no 
resurrerlion; and they asked him, saying, l\lasler, l\Ioses wrote unlo us, that if a 
man's brother die, having a wife, and he be childless, his brother should take the wife, 
and raise up seed unto his brother. There were therefore seven brethren: and the first 
took a wife, and died childless; and the se~ond; and the third took her; and likewise 

33 the seven also left no children, and died. Afterward the woman also died. In the 
resurrection therefore whose wife of them shall she be? for the seven had her to 
wife. And Jesus said unto them: The sons of this world marry, and are given in 
marriage: but they that are accounted worthy to attain to that world, and the re
surrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: for neither can 
they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are sons of God, being 

37 sons of the resurrection. But that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed, in the 
place concerning the Bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Now he is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living: for all live unto him. And certain of the scribes answering said, l\laster, 
thou hast well said. For they durst not any more ask him any question. 

4, And he said unto them, Ilow say they that the Christ is David's son? For David 
himself saith in the book of Psalms, 

The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 
Till I make tlzine enemies tlze footstool of thy feet. 

David therefore calleth him Lord, and how is he his son? 
45 And in the hearing of all the people he said unto his disciples: Beware of the 

scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and love salutations in the market
places, and chief seats in the synagogues, and chief places at feasts; which devour 
widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive greater 
condemnation. 

21 And he looked up, and saw the rich men that were casting their gifts into the 
treasury. And he· saw a certain poor widow casting in thither two miles. And he 
said, Of a truth I say unto you, This poor widow cast in more than they all: for all 
these did of their superl1uity cast in unto the gifts:. but she of her want did cast in all 
the living that she had. 

And as some spake of the temple, how .it was adorned with goodly stones a1:d 
. ofTerings, he said, As _for these things which ye behold, the days will 

~e;~!aJ;;1~~ come, in which there shall not be left here one.stone t~pon another, that 
of Things shall not be thrown dow.n. And they asked lum, saymg: :\laster, when 

therefore shall these thmgs be? and what shall be the sign when these 
B things arc about to come to pass? And he said: 

Take heed that ye be not Jed astray: for many shall come in my name, saying, I 
am he; and, The time is at hand: go ye not after them. And when ye shall hear 
of wars and tumults, be not terrified: for these things must needs come to pass first: 
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but the end is not immediately. Then said he unto them: Nation shall rise against 10 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be great earthquakes, and in 
divers places famines and pestilences; and there shall be terrors and great signs from 
heaven. But before all these things, they shall lay their hands on you, and shall 
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before 
kings and governors for my name's sake. It shall turn unto you for a testimony. 13 
Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate beforehand how to answer: for I 
will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to 
withstand or to gainsay. But ye shall be delivered up even by parents, and brethren, 
and kinsfolk, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death. And 
ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. And not a hair of your head shall 
perish. In your patience ye shall win your souls. 

But when ye see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that her desolat:on 20 

is at hand. Then let them that are in Judrea flee unto the mountains; and let them 
that are in the midst of her depart out; and let not them that are in the country enter 
therein. For these are days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be 
fulfilled. Woe unto them that are with child and to them that give suck in those 23 

days ! for there shall be great distress upon the land, and wrath unto this people. 
And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led captive into all the nations. 

And Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled. And there shall be signs in sun and moon and stars; and upon the earth 25 
distress of nations, in perplexity for the roaring of the sea and the billows; men faint
ing for fear, and for expectation of the things which are coming on the world: Jior the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these things begin to come to pass, 
look up, and lift up your heads; because your redemption draweth nigh. 

And he spake to thl'rn a parable: Behold the fig tree, and all the trees: when they '9 
now shoot forth, ye see it and know of your own selves that the summer is now nigh. 
Even so ye also, when ye see these things coming to pass, know ye that the kingdom 
of God is nigh. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all 
things be accomplished. Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my word shall 
not pass away. 

But take heed to yourselves, lest haply your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, 34 
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that day come on you suddenly as a snare: 
for so shall it come upon all them that dwell on the face of all the earth. But watch 
ye at every season, making supplication. that ye may prevail to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

And crery day he was teaching in the temple; and e\'ery night he went out, and 37 
Judged in the n•ount that is railed the mount of Olives. And all the people came early 
in the morning lo him in the temple, to hear him. 

VI 
THE PASSIO:'.'l' AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

:\'ow the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passo\'er. 22 
And the chief pries ls and the scribes sought how they might put him to death; for they 
feared the people. 

And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, being of the number of the 3 
twch·~· An~ he w~nt away, and communed with the chief priests and captains, how 
he might deh\'er him unto them. And they were glad, and covenanted to gi\'e him 
rr.oney. And he consented, and sought opportunity to deliver him unto them in the 
absence of the multitude. 
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7 And the day of unleavened bread came, on which the passover must be sacrificed. 
And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and make ready for us the passover, that we may 

eat. And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we make ready? 
~h;PL:st And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there 

u e shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the house 
n wherein to he goeth. And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The !\faster saith 

unto thee, Where is the guest-chamber, where I shall eat the passover with my dis
ciples? And he will shew you a large upper room furnished: there rrake ready. And 
they w~nt, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover. 

14 And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the apostles with him. And lie 
said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: 
for I say unto you, I will not cat it, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. And lie 
received a cup, and when he had given thanks, he said, Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves: for I say unto you, I will not drink from henceforth of the fruit of the vine, 

19 until the kingdom of God shall come. And he took bread, and when he had givtn 
thanks, he brake it, and gave to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: 
this do in remembrance of me. And the cup in like manner after supper, saying, 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, even that which is poured out for you. 

21 But behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the table. for the Son 
of man indeed goeth, as it hath been determined: but woe unto that man through 
whom he is betrayed! And they began to question among themselves, which of them 
it was that should do this thing. 

24 And there arose also a contention among them, which of them is accounted to be 
greatest. And he said unto them: The kings of the Gentiles have lordship over 
them; and they that have authority over them are called Benefactors. But ye shall 
not be so: but he that is the greater among you, let him become as the younger; and 

27 he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether is greater, he that sitleth at meat 
or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am in the midst of you as he 
that serveth. But ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations; and 
I appoint unto you a kingdom, even as my Father appointed unto me, that ye may eat 
and drink at my table in my kingdom; and ye shall sit on thrones judging the twelve 

31 tribes of Israel. Simon, Simon, behold, Satan asked to have you, that he might sift you 
as wheat: but I made supplication for thee, that thy faith fail not: and do thou, when 
once thou hast turned again, stablish thy brethren. And he said unto him, Lord, with 
thee I am ready to go both to prison and to death. And he said, I tell thee, PctPr, 
the cock shall not crow this day, until thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest n'.c. 

35 And he sairl unto them, When I sent you forth without purse, and wallet, and shoes, 
Jacked ye anything? And they said, Nothing. And he said unto them, But now, lie 
that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise a wallet; and he that hath none, !el 
him sell his cloke, and buy a sword. For I say unto you, that this which is written 
must be fulfilled in me, And !te was reckoned with trans1;rrssors: for that which con
cerneth me hath fulfilment. And they said, Lord, behold, here arc two swords. And 
he said unto them, It is enough. 

39 And he came out, and went, as his custom was, unto the mount of Oli\·cs; a1Jd 
the disciples also followed him. And when he was at the place, he s<eid unto 1lw111, 
Pray that ye enter not into temptation. And he was parted from them about a 
stone's cast; and he kncclcd down and prayed, saying, father, if thou be willin~, 
remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. And there 

44 appeared unto him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an, 
agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat became as it were great drops of: 
blood falling down upon the ground. And when he rose up from his prayer, he came 
unto the disciples, and found them sleeping for sorrow, and said unto them, Why 
sleep ye? rise and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. 
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While he yet spake, behold, a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of 47 
the twelve, went before them; and he drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus 
said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? And A t f 
when they that were about him saw what would follow, they said, Lord, 1:!~~ 

0 

shall we sn:ite with the sword? And a certain one of them smote the 
serrnnt of the high priest, and struck off his right ear. But Jesus answered and said, 51 
Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him. And Jesus said unto 
tl:e chief priests, and captains of the temple, and elders, which were co~e against 
hr1, Are ye come out, as against a robber, with swords and staYes? When I was 
'bly with you in the temple, ye stretched not forth your hands against me: but this 
is your hour. and the power of darkness. 

And they seized hi:n, and led him away, and brought him into the high priest's 54 
house. But Peter follo\Yed·arar off. And when they had kindled a fire in the midst 
of the court, and had s:it down together, Peter sat in the midst of them. And acer
tain maid seeing him as he sat in the light of the fire, and looking stedfastly upon 
him, said, This man also was with him. But he denied, saying, Woman, I know him 57 
not. And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou also art one of them. 
But Peter said, l\Ian, I am not. And after the space of about one hour another confi
dently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this man also was with him: for he is a Galil.ean. 
But Peter said, l\Ian, I know not what thou s.-iyest. And immediately, while he yet 
spake, the cock crew. And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter 61 
remembered the word of the Lord, how that he said unto him, Before the cock crow 
this day, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and beat him. And they blindfolded 
him, and asked him, saying, Prophesy: who is he that struck thee? And many 
other things spake they against him, reYiling him. 

And as soon as it was day, the assembly of the elders of the people was gathered 66 
together, both chief priests and scribes; and they led him away into their council, 
saying, If thou art the Christ, tell us. But he said unto them, If I tell T . 

1 
f 

you, ye will not believe: and if I ask you, ye will not answer. But 1!~~.
0 

from henceforth shall the Son of man be seated at the right hand of the 
power of God. An<l they all said, Art thou then the Son of God? Ami he said unto 
them, Ye say th3t I am. And they said, What further need have we of witness? 
for we ourselves ha Ye hehd from his own mouth. 

And the whole company of them rose up, and brought him before Pilate. And 23 
they began to accuse him, saying, We found this man pcrYerling our nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute to Cresar, and saying that he him,elf is Christ a king. And 
Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou· the King of the Jews? And he answered him and 
sai<l, Thou sayest. An<l Pilate said unto the chief priests and the multitudes, I find 
no fault in this man. But they were the more urgent, saying, He stirreth up the 5 
people, teaching throughout all Jud.ea, and beginning from Galilee e\'en unto this 
place. But when Pilate heard it, he asked whether the man were a Galilrean. And 
"·hen he knew that he was of Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him unto Herod, who 
hin'sclf also was at Jerusalem in thC'se days. 

:\ow whC'n Herod saw ]<'sus, he was exceeding glad: for he was of a long tin'e 8 
de,irous to see him, because he had heard concerning him; and he hoped to see son:e 
iriradc done by him. And he questioned him in many words; but he answered him 
nothing. And the chief priests and the scribes stood, vehemently accusing him. 
~nd Herod with his soldiers set him at nought, and mocked him, and arraying him 
m gorgeous apparel sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate hecame friends 
with each other that very day: for before they were at enmity between themselves. 

And Pilate called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said 13 
unto them, Ye brought unto me this man, as one that perverteth the people: and 
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behold, I, having examined him before you, found no fault in this man touching those 
things whereof ye accuse him: no, nor yet Herod: for he sent him back unto us; and 

i6 behold, nothing worthy of death hath been done by him. I will therefore chastise 
him, and release him. But they cried out all together, saying, Away with this man, anrl 
release unto us Barablms: one who for a certain insurrection made in the city, and 
for murder, was cast into prison. Ami Pilate spake unto them again, desiring to 
release Jesus; but they shouted, saying, Crucify, crucify him. And he said unto 
them the third time, Why, what evil hath this man done? I have found no cause 

23 of death in him: I will therefore chastise )1im and release him. But they wer<' 
instant with loud voices, asking that he might be crucified. And their voices pn· 
\"ailed. And Pilate gave sentence that what they asked for should be done. An1l 
he released him that for insurrection and murder had been cast into prison, whom 
they asked for; but Jesus he delivered up to their wilt 

26 And when they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon of Cyrene, coming 
from the country, and laid on him the cross, to bear it after Jesus. 

And there followed him a great multitude of the people, and of women who be
wailed and lamented him. But Jesus turning unto them said: Daughters of Jeru-
The Cruci- salem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 
fixion For behold, the days are coming, in which they shall say, Blessed are 

the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the breasts that never 
gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, 
Cover us. For if they do these things in the green tree, what shall be done in the dry? 

And there were also two others, malefactors, led with him to be put to death. 
33 And when they came unto the place which is called Th.e skull, there they crucified 

him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand and the other on the left. And Jesu.-; 
said, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And parting his gar
ments among them, they cast lots. And the people stood beholding. And the rulers 
also scofTed at him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if this is the Christ 

36 of God, his chosen. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, offering him 
Yinegar, and saying, If thou art the King of the Jews, save thyself. And there was also 
a superscription over him, 

l!rlJiS is tbr Iting of tbc ]clns 

39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged raiied on 'him, saying, Art not thou 
the Christ? save thyself and us. But the other answered, and rebuking him said, 
Dost thou not even fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation ? And we 
indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done 
nothing amiss. And he said, Jesus, remember me when thou comest in thy kingdom. 
And he said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise. 

44 And it was now about the sixth hour, and a darkness came over the whole land 
until t'1~ ninth hour, the sun's light failing: and the veil of the temple was rent in the 
midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, in lo thy hands 
I ccmmend my spirit: and having said this, he gave up the ghost. And when the 
centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly this w:i.s a righteous 
man. And all the multitudes that came together to this sight, when they beheld tlH' 
things that were done, returned smiting their breasts. And all his acquaint:rncc, and 
the women that followed with him from Galilee, stood afar off, seeing these things 

50 And behold, a man named Joseph, who was a councillor, a good man and a 
righteous (he had not consented to their counsel and deed), a man of Arimathrea, 
a city of the Jews, who was looking for the kingdom of God: this man went to Pilate, 
and asked for the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped it in a linen 
cloth, and laid him in a tomb that was hewn in stone, where never man had yet lain. 

54 And it was the day of the Preparation, and the sabbath drew on. And the women, 
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which h~d rome with him out of Galilee, followed after, ancl beheld the tomb, and 
how his body was laid. And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. 

And on ihe sabbath they rested according to the commandment. Hut on the 24 
first day of the week, at early dawn, they came unto the tomb, brin11:ing the spices 
which they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from 
the tomb." And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord '?'.~~i~;~~~ 
Jesus. And it came to pass, while they were perplexed thereabout, be- Ascension 
hold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel: and as th~y were 
affri11:hted, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek 
ye the liYing among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he 6 
spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, saying that the Son of man must be de
Ji,·Pred up into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. 
And thry remembered his words, and returned from the tomb, and told all these 
things to the cle,·en, and to all the resl. Now they were ~fary Magdalene, and Jo- ro 
anna, and ~Iary the mother of James: and the other women "·ith them told these 
t!1ings unto the apcistles. And these words appeared in their sight as idle talk; and 
t!1e,· disbeliewd them. But Peter arose, and ran unto the tomb; and stooping and 
looking in, he seeth the linen cloths by themselves; and he departed to his home, 
wondering at that which was come to pass. 

And behold, two of them were going that Yery day to a Yillage named Emmaus, 13 
"·hich was threescore furklllgs from Jerusalem. And they communed with each 
r>ther of all these things which had happened. And it came to pass, while they 
communed and questioned together, that Jesus himself drew near, and went with 
them. But their eyes were holden that thev should not know him. And he said r6 
unto them, \\'hat communications are these that ye have one with another, as ye walk? 
.\nd they stood still, looking sad. And one of them, named Cleopas, answering said 
unto him, Dost thou alone sr>joum in Jerus~lem and not know the things which are 
come lo pass there in these days, And he said unto them, \\'hat things? And 19 
they said unto him, The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before Goel and all the people: and how the chief priests 
and our rulers deJi,·ered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. But 
\\'e hoped that it was he which should redeem Israel. Yea and beside all this, it is 
now the third day since these thing,; came to pass. l\Ioreo\'cr certain women of our 22 

company amazed us, having been early at the tomb; and when they found not his 
body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that 
he was aliYe. And certain of them that were with us went to the tomb, and found it 
el'en so as the women had said: but him they saw not. And he said unto them, 
0 foolish men, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets ha Ye spoken! Be· 26 

howd it not the Christ to suffer these things, and to enter in lo his glory? And 
beginning from ~loses and from all the propbets, he interpreted to them in all the 
scriptures tl1e things concerning himself. And they drew nigh unto the village, 
whither they were going: and he made as though he would go further. And they 2 9 
constrai'.lcd him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is now 
far spent. And lie went in to abide with them. And it came to pass, when he had 
sat down with them to meat, he took the bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gaw 
to them. And their eyes were opened and thev knew him· and he \'anishcd out of 
their sight. And they said one to an'other \\:as not our heart burning within us, 32 
while he spake lo us in the way, while he op~ned to us the scriptures, And they rose 
up that very hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together. 
and .them that were with them, saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared 
to Simon. And they rehearsed the things that happened in the way, and how he 
was known of them in the breaking of the bread. 

And as they spa.ke these things, he himseir slood in the midst of them, and saith 36 
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unto them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed 
38 that they beheld a spirit. And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and where

fore do reasonings arise in your heart? See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: 
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye behold me having. 
And when he had said this, he shewed them his hands and his feet. And while they 
still disbeliev.ed for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here anything to eat? 
And they IP ve him a piece of a broiled fish. And he took it, and did eat before them. 

44 And he said unto them, These are my words which I spake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, how that all things must needs be fulfilled, which are written in the !aw 
of Moses, and the· prophets, and the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their 
mind, that they might understand the scriptures; and he said unto them: Thus it is 
written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise again from the dead the third day; 

47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name unto all 
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. Ye are witnesses of these things. And 
behold, I send forth the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city, 
until ye be clothed with power from on high. 

50 And he led them out until they were over against Bethany: and he lifted up his 
hands, and blessed them. And it came lo pass, while he blessed them, he p'.lrtcd 
from them, and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy: and were continually in the temple, blessing God. 

The Acts of the Apostles 
in wlticlz are inserted 

The Epz'stles of St. Paul 

THE COMMISSION TO THE APOSTLES 

l The former treatise I made, 0 Theophilus, concerning all that Jesus began both 
to do and to teach, until the day in which he was received up, after that he had giYen 
commandment through the Holy Ghost unto the apostles whom he had chosen: to 
whom he also shewed himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing unto 
them by the space of forty days, and speaking the tilings concerning the kingdom of 

4 God: and, being assembled together with them, he chaq~ed them not to deparl from 
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, "·hich (said he) ye heard from 
me: for John indeed baplized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence. 

6 They therefore, when they were come together, asker! him, saying, Lord, dost thou 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them: It is not for you 
to know times or se'.lsons, which the Father h~llh set wilhin his own authority. But 
ye shall receive pnwer. when the IIoly Ghost is come upon you: and ye s:o:i:I be my 
witnesses both in Jcrus'.l!em, and in all Jud.ca and Samaria, and unto the uttern10st 

9 part of the earth. And when he had said these things, as they were looking, he"·~·' 
taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they were lookin.g 
stedfastly into heaven ns he went, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 
which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking into heaven? This Jesus, 
which was received up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye beheld 
him going into heaven. 
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Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is nigh 12 

unto Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey off. And when they were come in, they went 
up into the upper chamber, where they were abiding; both Peter and John and Jarr.es 
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
:\lphreus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. These all with one 
accord c,rntinucd stedfastly in prayer, with the women, and l\Jary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brethren. 

And in these days Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren, and said (and there 15 
"·as a multitude of persons gathered together, about a hundred and twenty): 'Breth
ren, it was needful that the scripture should be fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost spake 
before bv the mouth of David concerning Judas, who was guide to them that took 
Jesus. For he was numbered among us, and received his portion in this ministry.* 
For it is written in the book of Psalms: 20 

and, 

Let It is habitation be made desolate, 
And let no man dwell therein: 

His office let another take. 

Of the men therefore which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus 21 

went in and 11·ent out among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto the day 
t1w.t he w:is received up from us, of these must one become a witness with us of his 
resurrection.' And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was sur
named Justus, and '.\btthias. And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which know
est the hearts of all men, shew of these two the one whom thou hast chosen, to take 
the place in this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas fell away, that he might 
go to his own place. And they gave lots for them; and the lot fell upon Matthias; 26 
and he was nurn bcred with the eleven apostles. 

II 

OPE~ING OF THE WITNESS AT JERUSALEM 

And when the~fay of Pentecost was now come, they were all together in one place. 2 
And suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of the rushing of a 
mighty wind, and it fiiled all the house where they were sitting. And ~bet Day tof 
there appeared unt0 them tongues parting asunder, like as of fire; and en ecos 
it s1t upon each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Now there were dwelling at Jerus1lem Jews, devout men, from every nation under s 
he:l\":~n. And when this sound w:is he1rd, the multitude c:i.me together, and were 
confoJr:dcd, because that everyman heard them speaking in his own language. And 
they were all amued and marvelled, s1ying, Behold, arc not all these which spe~k 
-_>1.Jiheans? AIH! how hear we, every man in our own language, wherein we were s 
'.:om> Parthin.ns and :\Icdes and Elamites, and the dwellers in l\Iesopotamia, 
•n Jud= and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, in Phrygia and Pamphylia, in Egypt 
and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and sojourners from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we do hear them speaking in our tongues the mighty 
works of God. And they were all amazed, and were perplexed, saying one to another, 12 

What meaneth this? But others mocking said, They arc filled with new wine. 

*Now thi~ man ob~ained a firld with the reward of his inquity; and falling headlong, he 
bur~t asunder m the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And it became known to all tl.e 
dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch that in their langua1rc that field was called Akeldama tho.t is, 
The lield o(blood. n • 
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14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifled up his voice, and spake forth unto 
them, saying: 

'Ye men of Jud:ea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, 
and give ear unto my words. For these are not drunken, as ye suppose; seeing it is 
but the third hour of the day; but this is that which hath been spoken by the prophet 

17 Joel: And it shall be in the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all 
jleslz: and your sons and your dauglzters shall proplzcsy, and your young men shall src 
visions, and your vld men shall dream dreams: yea and on my servants and on my 
handmaidens in those days will I pour forth of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
And I will shew wonders in the heaven above, and signs on the earlh beneath; blood, 
and fire, and vapour of smoke: the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 
into blood, before the day of the Lord come, that great and notable day: and it shall be, 

22 that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Ye men of Israel, 
hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God unto you by mighty 
works and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, even as Y<' 
yourselves know; him, being delivered up by the determinate counsel and fore
knowledge of God, ye by the hand of lawless men did crucify and slay: whom God 
raised up, having loosed the pangs of death: because it was not possible that he should 

25 be holden of it. For David saith concerning him: 

27 

I beheld the Lord always before my face; 
For he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 
Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
.Moreover my flesh also shall dwell in hope: 
Because thou wilt not leave my soul in Hades, 
Neither wilt thou give thy Holy One to see corruption. 
Thou madest known unto me the ways of life; 
Thou shalt malw me full of gladness with thy countenance. 

2 9 Brethren, I may say unto you freely of the patriarch David, that he both died ancl 
was buried, and his tomb is with us unto this <lay. Ileing therefore a prophet, ancl 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins lie 

would set one upon his throne; he foreseeing this spake of the tcsurreclion of I he 
Christ, that neither was he left in Hades, nor did his 1lcsh see corruption. This 
Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are witnesses. Being therefore by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 

34 Ghost, he hath poured forth this, which ye see and hear. For David ascended not 
into the heavens: but he saith himself, 

Tlte Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 
Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet. 

Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God hath made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified.' 

37 Now when they heard this, they w~re pricked in their heart, and said unto Pekr 
and the rest nf the apostles, Brethren, what shall we <lo? And Peter said unto them, 
Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the 
remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For to you is 
the promise, and to your children, and to all that are af:lr off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call unto him. And with many other words he testified, and 
exhorted them, saying, Save yourselves from this crooked generation. 

41 They then that received his word were baptized: and there were added unlo 
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them in that day about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers. And 43 
fear came upon e\"ery soul : and many wonders and signs were done by 
the arxistles. And :ill tha~ believed. were together, and had all things fi~!.1fe1t;w
common ; and thc>y sold their possessions and goods, and parled them to ship 
all, according as any man had need. And day by day, continuing 
stedfastlv with cne accord in the temple, and breaking brertd at home, they did take 
their food with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and ha\"ing favour with 
all the people. And the Lord added to them day by day those that were being saved. 

Now Peter and John were going up into the temple at the hour of prayer, being 3 
.he ninth hour. And a certain man that was lame from his mother's womb was 
c:irried, \\horn they laid daily at the door of the temple which is rnlled 
Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; who seeing 
Pet~r and John about t<J go into the temple, asked to receive an alms. 
And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him, with John, said, Look on us. 
And h~ gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something from them. 
But Peter said, Silver and geld ha\"e I none; but what I have, that give 

Miracle, 
persecution 
and a second 
outpouring 
of the Spirit 

I thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. And he took him by tht· 7 
right hand, and raised him up: and immediately his feet and his ankle-bones received 
strength. And leaping up, he stood, and began to walk; and he entered with them 
into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. And all the people saw 
him walking and praising God: and they took knowledge of him, that it was he 
which sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple: and they were filled with 
wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. 

And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch 
that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. And when Peter saw it, he answered 12 

unto the people: 
'Ye men of Israel why marvel ye at this man? or why fasten ye your eyes on us, 

as though by our own power or godliness we had made him to walk? The G,1d of 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Ser
vant Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied before the face of Pilate, when he had 
determined to release him. But ye denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked 14 
for a murderer to he granted unto you, and killed the Prince of life; whom God raised 
from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. And by faith in his name hath his name 
made this man strong, whom ye behold and know: yea, the faith which is through 
him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. And now, 17 
brethren, I wot that in ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. But the things 
which God foreshewed by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should 
suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent ye therefore, and tum again, that your sins may be 
blot1cd out, that so there may come seasons of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord; and that he may send the Christ who hath been appointed for you, even 20 

Jc.,us: whom the heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, 
whereof God spake by the mouth of his holy prophets which have been since the world 
be~an. ~fo,es indeed said: A prophet shall the Lord God raise up unto you from 
a 1110111; wur brethren, like unto me; to him shall ye hearken in all thinv whatsoever 
he s/111/l speak unto you . ... And it shall be, that every soul, which shall not hearken 
lo that prophet, shall be utterly destroyed from among the people. Yea and all the 24 
prophets from Samuel and them that followed after, as many as have spoken, they 
also told of these days. Ye are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with your fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up his Servant, 
sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities.' 

And as they spake unto the people', the priests and the captain of the temple and 4 
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the Sadducees came upon them, being sore troubled because they taught the people, 
3 and proclaimed in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they laid hands on 

them, and put them in ward unto the morrow: for it was now eventide. But many 
of them that heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about 
five thousand. 

s And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers and elders and scribes were 
gathered together in Jerusalem; and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas, 
and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest. 
And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, By what power, or in what 

B name, have ye done this, Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them: 
'Ye rulers of the people, and ciders, if we this day are examined concerning a 

good deed done to an impotent man, by what means this man is n'ade whole; l1e 
it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Chri:;t 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even in him doth 

11 this man stand here before you whole. He is the stone which was set at nought of 
you the builders, which was made the head of the corner. And in none other is 
there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved.' 

13 Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John, and had perceived that 
they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge 
of them, tlw.t they had been with Jesus. And seeing the rran which was healed 
standing with them, they could say nothin!); against it. But when they had com
n~anded them lo go aside out of the council, they confrrred among Lhcniselves, 

16 saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been 
wrought through them, is manifest to all that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot 
deny it. But tint it spre'.ld no further among the people, let us threaten them, that 
thl'y speak henceforth lo no man in this name. And Lhey c:lllcd tl•em, and charged 
them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John an
swered and said unto them: Whether it be right in the sight of God lo hearken unto 

20 you rather than unto God, judge ye: for we cannot but speak the things which we s_aw 
and heard. And they, when they had further threatened them, let them go, finding 
nothing how they might punish them, because of the people; for all men glorified 
God for that which was done. For the man was more than forty years old, on whom 
this miracle of healing was wrought. 

23 And being let go, they came to their own company, and reported all that the chief 
priests and the elders had said unto them. And they, when they heard it, lifted up 
their voice to God with one accord, and said: 

'0 Lord, thou that didst make the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that 
25 in them is: who by the Holy Ghost, by the mouth of our father David thy servant, 

didst say-

Wit y di,/ the Gentiles rage, 
And the peoples imagine vain things? 

The kings of the earth set themselves iii array and the rulers were gathered together, 
Against the Lord, and against his A 11oi11tcd: -

z; ior of a truth in this city against thy holy Serrnnt Jesus, whom thou didst anoint, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, were 
gathered together, to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel foreordained lo con'<" 
to pass: and now, Lord, look upon their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants 

30 to speak thy word with all boldness, while thou stretchest forth thy hand to heal; and 
that signs and wonders may be done through the name of thy holy Servant Jesus.' 

And when they had prayed, the place was shaken wherein they were gathered 
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together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of 
God with boldness. · 

And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and soul: and not one 32 

of ti1em said that aught of the things which he possessed was his own; 
but they had all things common. And with great power gave the apostles Sin against 
their witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was ~~e~.'}fe~f~w
upon them all. For neither was there among them any that lacked: ship 
for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles' feet : and dis
tribution was made unto each, according as any one had need. 

An<l Joseph, who by the aposllcs was surnamed Barnabas (which is, being inter- 36 
preted, Son of exhortation), a Levite, a man of Cyprus by race, having a field, sold it 
and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet. But a certain man named 5 
Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, and kept back part of the price, 
his wiie also being privy lo it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' 
feet. But Peter said: Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, did it not 
remain thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thy power? How is it that thou 
hast conceived this thing in thy heart? thou hast not lied unto !l'cn, but unto God. 
And Ananias hearing these words fell down and gave up the ghost: and great fear 5 
came upon all that heard it. And the young men arose and wrapped him round, 
and they carried him out and buried him. And it was about the space of three hours 
afler, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. And Peter answered 
unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much. And she said, Yea, for so 
much. But Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt 9 
the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy hus\Jr.nd 
are at the door, and they shall carry thee out. And she fell down immediately at his 
feet, and gave up the ghost: and the young men rnme in and found her dead, and they 
carried her out and buried her by her husband. And great fear came upon the whole 
church, and upon all that heard these things. 

And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among 12 

the people; an<l they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. Ilut of the rest 
dursc no man join himself to them: howbeit the people magnified them; and believers 
were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women; insomuch 
that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on \Jeds and couches, 
that, as Peter came by, at the least his shadow might overshadow some one of them. 
And there also came together the multitude from the cities round about Jerusalem, 
bringing sick folk, and them that were vexed with unclean spirits : and they were 
healed every one. 

But the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him (which is the sect of 17 
the Sadducecs), an<l they were filled with jealousy, and laid hands on the apostles, 
and put them in public ward. But an angel of the Lord by nif!;ht opened 
tl.c prison doors, and brought them out, and said, Go ye, and stand and 
speak in the temple to the people all the words of this Life. And when 
they heard this, they entered into the temple about daybreak, and taught. 
But the high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the 
council together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, an<l sent 
LO the prison-house lo have them brought. But the officers that came 

Fresh inter
ference of 
the author
ities and 
pacification 
of Gamaliel 

found them not in the prison; and they returned, and told, saying, The prison-house 23 
we found shut in all safety, and the keepers standing at the doors: but when we had 
opened, we found no man within. Now when the captain of the temple and the 
chief priests heard these words, they were m1ich perplexed concerning them whereunto 
this would grow. An_d there came .ori.e and told them, Behold, the men whom ye 
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26 put in the prison are in the temple standing and teaching the people. Then went 
the captain \\'ith the officers, and brought them, but without violence; for they 
feared the people, lest they should be stoned. And when they had brought them, 
they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, saying, We 
straitly charged you not to teach in this name: and behold, ye have filled Jerusalem 

29 \\'ith your teaching, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us. But Peter and the 
apostles answered and said: We must obey God rather than men. The God of our 
fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew, hanging him on a tree. Him did God exalt 
with his right hand lo be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and 
remission of sins. And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Ghost, 
whom God hath given to them that obey him. 

33 But they, when they heard this, were cut to the heart, and were minded to slay 
them. But there stood up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of 
the law, had in honour of all the people, and commanded to put the men forth a little 
while. And he said unto them: 

'Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves as touching these men, what ye are 
36 about to do. For before these days rose up Theudas, giYing himself out to be some

body; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was 
slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were dispersed, and can~e to nought. After 
this man rose up Juda& of Galilee in the days of the enrolment, and drew away some 
of the people after him: he also perished; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scat
tered abroad. And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men,and let them alone; for 
if this counsel or this work be of men, it will be overthrown: but if it is of God, ye will 
not be able to overthrow them; lest haply ye be found even to be fighting against God.' 

40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles unto them, they 
beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
They therefore departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer dishonour for the Name. And every day, in the temple 
and at home, they ceased not to teach and to preach Jes us as the Christ. 

III 
STEPHEN AND SAUL: EXTENSION OF THE WITNESS TO SAMARIA AND 

GALILEE 

6 Now in these days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose 
a murmuring of the Grecian Jews against the Hebrews, because their widows were 

Division of 
Grecian and 
Hebrew be
gins to 
appear 

ne!!:lected in the daily ministration. And the twelve called the multi
tude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not fit that we should 
forsake the word of God, and serve tables. Look ye out therefore, breth
ren, from among you seven men of good report, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will con
tinue stedfastly in prayer, and in the ministry of the word. And the 

saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 

6 Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: whom they set before the apostles: 
and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. 

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in 
Jerusalem exceedingly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought great wonders and signs among 
the people. llut there arose certain of them that were of the synago!!:ue called the 
synagogue of the Libertines, and of th.e Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and 
of them of Cilicia and Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to 
withstand the wisciom and the Spirit by which he spake. Then they suborned men, 
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which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and 
against God. And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, 12 

and came upon him, and seized him, and brou11:ht him into the council, M 
and set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak 0/~~;~~~ 
words a~inst this holy place, and the law: for we ha,·e heard him say, 
that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs 
which l\Ioses deliwrcd unto us. And all that sat in the council, fastening their eyes 
on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 

And the high priest said, Are these thin11:s so? And he said: 7 
' Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God .of glory appeared unto our father 

Abraham, when he was inl\lesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, and said unto him, 
Get thee out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall 
shew thee. Then came he out of the land of the Chaldre~ns, and dwelt in Haran: and 4 
from thence, when his father was dead, God removed him into this land, wherein ye 
now dwell: and he ga,·e him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot 
on: and he promised that he would give it to him in possession, and to his seed after 
him, when as yet he had no child. And God spake on this wise, that his seed should 6 
sojourn in a strange land, and that they sliould bring them into bondage, and entreat 
them c\·il, four hundred years. And the nation to which they shall be in bondage 
will I judge, said God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place. 
And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and a 
circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob the twelve patri
archs. And the patriarchs, moved with jealousy against Joseph, sold him into Egypt: 
and God was with him, and delivered him out of all his atllictions, and gave him favour 
and wisdom before Pharaoh king of Egypt: and he made him governor over Egypt 
and all his house. Now there came a famine over all Egypt and Canaan, and great 11 

aiHiction: and our fathers found no sustenance. But when Jacob heard that there 
was com in Egypt, he sent forth our fathers the first time. And at the second time 
}beph was made known to his brethren; and Joseph's race became manifest unto 
Pharaoh. And Joseph sent, and called to him Jacob his father, and all his kindred, 
threescore and fifteen souls. And Jacob went down into Egypt; and he died, him- 15 
;;elf, and our fathers; and they were carried over unto Shechem, and laid in the tomb 
that . .\braham bought for a price in silver of the sons of Hamor in Shechem. But as 
the time of the promise drew nigh, which C.r0d vouchsafed unto Abraham, the people 
grew and multiplied in Egypt, till there arose another king over Egypt, which knew 
not Joseph. The same dealt subtilly with our race, and evil entreated our fathers, that r9 
they should cast out their babes to the end they might not live. AL which season 
:-.roses was born, and was exceeding fair; and he was nourished three months in his 
father's house: and when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took him up, and 
nourished him for her own son. And ;\loses was instructed in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians; and he was mighty in his words and works. But when he was well- 23 
nigh forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 
And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was 
oppressed, smiting the Egyptian: and he supposed that his brethren understood how 
that C.r0d by his hand was giving them deliverance; but they understood not. And 
the day following he appeared unto them as they strove, and would have set them at 
one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another? Bul he 27 
th~t did his .neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and 
a judge over us? \Vouldest thou kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian yesterday? 
And Moses fled at this saying, and became a sojourner in the land of Midian, 
w.her~ he begat two sons. And when forty years were fulfilled, an angel appeared to 
him in the wilderness of mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. And when Moses 31 
saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold, there came a voice 
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32 of the Lord, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of 
Jacob. And Moses trembled, and durst not hehold. And the Lord said unto him, 
Loose the shoes from thy feet: for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 
I have surely seen the ailliction of my people which is in Egypt, and have heard their 
groaning, and I am come down to deliver them: and now come, I will send thee into 

35 Egypt. This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? 
him hath God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the hand of the angd 
which appeared lo him in the bush. This man led them forth, having wrougl1t 
wonders and signs in Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty yccars. 
This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall God 

38 raise up unto you from among your brethren, like unto me. This is he that was 
in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake lo him in the mount Sinai, 
and with our fathers: who received living oracles to give unto us: to whom our 
fathers would not be obedient, but thrust him from them, and turned back in their 
hearts unto Egypt, saying unto Aaron, Make us gods which shall go before us: for 
as for this Moses, which led us forth oul of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is 
become of him. And they made a calf in those days, and brought a sacrifice unto 

42 the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their hands. But God turned, and gave them 
up to serve the host of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets: 
Did ye ofter unto me slain beasts and sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, 0 house 
of Israel? And ye took up the tabernacle o/ Moloch, and the star o/ tire god Rephan, 
the figures which ye made to worship them: and I will carry you away /,cyond Babylon. 

440ur fathers had the tabernacle of the testimony in the wilderness, even as he appointed 
who spake unto Moses, .that he should make it according to the figure that he had seen. 
Which also our fathers, in their turn, brought in with Joshua w!1en they entered on 
the possession of the nations, which God thrust out before the face of our fathers, 
unto the days of David; who found favour in the sight of God, and asked lo find a 

48 habitation for the God of Jacob. But Solomon built him a house. Howbeit the Mose 
High dwelleth not in houses made with hands; as saith the prophet, 

The heaven is my throne, 
And the earth the footstool of my feet: 
What manner o/ house will ye build me? saith the Lord: 
Or what is the place of my rest? 
Did not my hand make all these things? 

51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets did not your fathers 
persecute? and they killed them which shewed before of the coming of the l~ighteous 
One; of whom ye have now become betrayers and murderers; ye who received the 
law as it was ordained by angels, and kept it not.' 

5~ Now when they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
on him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 
and said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right 
hand of God. But they cried out with a loud voice, and slopped their ears, and 

rushed upon him with one accord; and they cast him out of the city, and 
stoned him : and the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon the 
Lord, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he knecled down, 

First ap
pearance of 
Saul 

and cried witq a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he 
O had said this, he fell asleep. And Saul was consenting unto his death. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the churcp which was in 
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Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judrea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. And devout men buried Stephen, and made great !amen- 2 

tation over him. Bm Saul laid waste the church, entering into every 
house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. 

They therefore that were scattered abroad went about preaching the 
word. And Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and proclaimed unto 
them the Christ. And the multitudes gave heed with one accord unto the 
things that were spoken by Philip, when they heard, and saw the signs 

Persecution 
exLnds the 
witness 
through 
Judrea and 
Samaria 

"·hich he did. For from many of those which had unclean spirits, they came out, cry
ing with a loud rnice: and many that were palsied, and that were lame, were healed. 
And there was much joy in that city. 

But there was a certain man, Simon by name, which beforetime in the city used 9 
sorcel'}·, and a:nazed the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 
to whom they all ga\·e heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is that power 
of God which is called Great. And they gave heed to him, because that of long time he 
had amazed them with his sorceries. But when they believed Philip preaching good tid- 12 

ings concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women. And Simon also himself believed: and being baptized, he con
tinued with Philip; and beholding signs and great miracles wrought, he was amazed. 

!\ow when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received 14 
the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: for as yet he was 
fallen upon none of them: only they had been baptized into the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 
Now when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy 1s 
Ghost was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me also this power, that on 
whomsoe\·er I lay my hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto 
him: Thy silver perish with thee, because thou hast thought to obtain the gift of God 
with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter; for thy heart is not right 
before God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps 22 

the thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee. For I see that thou wilt bccorr;e gall of 
hittemess and a bond of iniquity. And Simon answered and said, Pray ye for me 
to the Lord, that none of the things which ye ha Ye spoken come upon rr.e. 

They therefore, when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, returned 
to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. 

But an angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south 26 
unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza. (The same is desert.) 
And he arose and went: and behold, a rr.an of Ethiopia, a eunuch of 
great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was over 
all he~ treasure, who had come to Jerusalem for to worship; and he was 
return mg and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
And the. ~pirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

Further ex
tension of 
the witness 
by Philip 

And Ph1hp ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, Under- 30 
sta.ndest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some one shall 
guide me? And he besought Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the place 
Jf the scripture which he was reading was this: 

40 

He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
And as a lamb be/ore his shearer is dumb, 
So he openeth not his mouth: 
In his humiliation his judgement was taken away: 
His generation who shall declare? 
For his life is taken from the earth. 
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And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 
35 this? of himself, or of some other? And Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 

from this scripture, preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on the way, they 
came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized? And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they 
both went down into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 

39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip; 
and th~ eunuch saw him no more, for he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was 
found at Azotus: and passing through he preached the gospel to all the cities, till he 
came to Cresarea. 

9 But Saul, yet breathing threatening and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, 
went unto the high priest, and asked of him letters to Damascus unto the synagogues, 
Conversion that if he found any that were of the Way, whether men or women, he 
of Saul might bring them bound to Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, it came 

to pass that he drew nigh unto Damascus: and suddenly there shone 
round about him a light out of heaven: and he fell upon the earth, and heard a Yoice 

5 saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, 
Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutes!: but rise, and enter into the 
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men that journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing the voice, but beholding no man. And Saul arose from 
the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw nothing; and they led him by the 
hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and 
did neither eat nor drink. 

10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias: and the Lord said 
unto him in a vision, Ananias.' And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the 
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go to the street which is called Straight, and inquire 
in the house of Judas for one named Saul, a man of Tarsus: for behold, he pra ycth; 
and he hath seen a man named Ananias coming in, and laying his hands on him, that 

13 he might receive his sight. But Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many of 
this man, how much evil he did to thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he hath authority 
from the chief priests to bind all that call upon thy name. But the Lord said unto 
him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to hear my name before the 
Gentiles and kings, and the children of Israel: for I will shew him how many things he 

17 must suffer for my name's sake. And Ananias departed, and entered into the house; 
and laying his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who appeared 
unto thee in the way which thou earnest, hath sent me, that thou mayest receive thy 
sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And straightway there fell from his eyes 
as it were scales, and he received his sight; and he arose and was baptized; and he 
took food and was strengthened. · 

20 And he was certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. And 
straightway in the synagogues he proclaimed Jesus, that he is the Son of God. And 
all tbat heard him were amazed, and said, Is not this he that in Jerusalem made 
havock of them which called on this name? and he had come hither for this intent, 
that he might bring them bound before the chief priests. But Saul increased the more 
in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwell at Damascus, pro,·ing that this i~ 
the Christ. 

2 3 And when rrany days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel together to kill him: 
but their plot became known to Saul. And they watched the gates also day and night 
that they might kill him: but his disciples took him by night, and let him down through 
the wall, lowering him in a basket. 

2 6 And when he was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: 
and they were all"afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple. But Barnabas 
took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen 
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the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how at Damascus he had 
preached boldlv in the name of Jesus. And he was with them going in and going out 28 

at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord: and he spake and disputed 
against the Grecian Jews; but they went about to kill him. And when the brethren 
knew it, thev brought him down to Cresa·rea, and sent him forth to Tarsus. 

So the church 'throughout all Judrea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being 31 
edified; and, walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
was multip:i~d. 

IV 
\'JSIOX OF PETER A!\D OPENING OF THE GOSPEL TO THE GENTILES 

And it came to pass, as Peter went throughout all parts, he came down also lo the 32 
saints which dwelt at LYdda. And there he found a certain man named iEneas, which 
had kept his bed eight· years; for he was palsied. And Peter said unto him, IEneas, 
Jesus Christ healeth thee: arise, and make thy bed. And straightway he arose. 
And all that dwelt at Lydda and in Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 
~ow there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is 36 
nlled Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. And 
it came to pass in those days, that she fell sick, and died: and when they had washed 
her, they laid her in an upper chamber. And as Lydda was nigh unto Joppa, the dis
ciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men unto him, intreating him, Delay 
not to come on unto us. And Peter arose and went with them. And when he was 39 
come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him 
wc;eping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was 
with them. But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turn
ing to the body, he said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes; and when she 
saw Peter, she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and raised her up; and calling 41 
the saints and widows, he presented her ali\·e. And it became known throughout 
all Joppa: and many believed on the Lord. And it came to pass, that he abode many 
days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner. 

Kow there was a certain man in Cresarea, Cornelius bv name, a centurion of the 10 
band called the It:ilian band, a dernut man, and one that feared God with all his 
house, who gaw much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 
He saw in a vision openly, as it were about the ninth hour of the day, Peter's Vis
an angel of God coming in unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. ~fs~i!!-of 
And he, fastening his eyes upon him, and being affrighted, said, What Gentiles to 
is it, Lord) And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are baptism 
gone up for a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and 
fetch one Simon, who is surnamed Peter: he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose 6 
house is by the sea side. And when the angel that spake unto him was departed, he 
called two of his household-servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him 
continually; and having rehearsed all things unto them, he sent them to Joppa. 

:\ow on the morrow, as they were on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, 9 
Peter went up upon the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour: and he became 
hunµ:ry, and desired to eat: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance; and he 
beholdcth the heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending, as it wer(' a great sheet, 
let down by four corners upon the earth: wherein were all manner of fourfooted 
beasts and creeping things of the earth and fowls of the heaven. And there came a 13 
voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill and cat. But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have 
nc\"er eaten anything that is common and unclean. And a voice came unto him 
again the second time, What God hath cleansed, make not thou common. And this 
was done thri<;e: and straightway the vessel was received up into heaven. 
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17 Now while Peter was much perplexed in himself what the vision which he had 
seen might mean, behold, the men that were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry 
for Simon's h0use, stood before the gate, and called and asked whether Simon, which 
was surnamed Peter, were lodging there. And while Peter thought on the vision, the 
Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. But arise, and get thee down, 

21 and go with them, nothing doubting: for I have sent the;n. And Peter went down 
to the men, and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye 
are come? And they said, Cornelius a centurion, a righteous ll'an and one that feareth 
God, and well reported of by all the nation of the Jews, was warned of God by a holy 

23 angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words from thee. So he caller! 
them in and lodged them. 

And on the morrow he arose and went forth with them, and certain of the l-rethrcn 
from Joppa accompanied him. And on the morrow they entered into Ca:sarea. And 
Cornelius was waiting for them, having called together his kinsmen and tis near 
friends. And when it came to pass that Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell 

26 down at his feet, and worshipped him. But Peter raised him up, saying, Stand up; 
I myself also am a man. And as he talked with him, he went in, and lindeth many 
come together: and he said unto them: Ye yourselves know how that it is an unlawful 
thing for a man that is a Jew to join himself or come unto one of another nation; 
and yet unto me hath God shewed that I should not call any man common or unclean: 

29 wherefore also I came without gainsaying, when I was sent for. I ask therefore 
with what intent ye sent for me. And Cornelius said: Four days ago, until this hour, I 
was keeping the ninth hour of prayer in my house; and behold, a man stood before 
me in bright apparel, and saith, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are 

32 had in remembrance in the sight of God. Send therefore to Joppa, and call unto thee 
Simon, who is surnamed Peter; he lodgeth in the house of Sirron a tanner, by the sea 
side. Forlhwitl-i therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that tbou art come. 
Now therefore we are all here present in the sight of God, to hear all things that have 

34 been commanded thee of the Lord. And Peter opened his mouth, and said: 
'Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he 

that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him. The word which 
he sent unto the children of Israel, preaching good tidings of peace by Jesus Christ -
he is Lord of all - that saying ye yourselves know, which was published throughout 

38 all Juda:a, beginning from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; even Jesus 
of Nazareth, how that God anointed him with the Holy Ghost and with power; who 
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God \\'as 
with him. And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the country of 
the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom also they slew, hanging him on a tree. Him God 

41 raised up the third day, and gave him to be made manifest, not to all the people, but 
unto witnesses that were chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with 
him after he rose from the dead. And he charged us to preach unto the people, and 
to testify that this is he which is ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 
To him bear all the prophets witness, that through his name every one that believe I h 
on him shall receive remission of sins.' 

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them wl.ich heard 
the word. And they of the circumcision which believed were amazed, as many as 
came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answert'd 
Peter, Can any man forbid the water, that these should not be baptized, which haH· 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. 

11 Now the apostles and the brethren that were in Judrea. heard that the Gentiles 
also had received the word of God. And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they 
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that were of the circumcision contended with him, saying, Thou wentest in to men 
uncircumcised, and didst eat with them. But Peter began, and expounded the matter 
unto them in order, saying: 

'I was in the rifyof Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, a certain vessels 
descending, as it were a great sheet let down from heaven by four corners;. and 
it came ewn unto me: upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I considered, 
and saw the fourfnoted beasts of the earth and wild beasts and creeping things and 
fowls of the hca,·en. And I heard also a voice saying unto me, Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat. But I said, ~ot so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath ever entered inln E 

mv mouth. But a rnice answered the second time out of heaven, What God hath 
clramed, make not thou common. And this was done thrice: and all were drawn 
up again into heaven. And behold, forthwith three men stood before the house in 
which we \\·ere, ha Ying been sent from c~sarea unto me. And the Spirit bade me go 
with them, making no distinction. And these six brethren also accompanied me; 
and we entered into the man's house: and he told us how he had seen the angel stand- 13 
ing in his Louse, and saying, Send to Joppa, and fetch Simon, whose surname is Peter; 
who shall speak unto thee words, whereby thou shalt be saved, thou and all thy house. 
And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, even as on us at the beginning. 
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with 
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. If then God gave unto them the 17 
likl' gift as he did also unto us, when we believed on tbe Lord Jesus Christ, who was I, 
that I could withstand God?' 

And when they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 
Tlwn to the Gentiles also hath God granted repentance unto life. 

They th~refore that were scattered abroad upon the tribulation that arose about 19 
Stephen trawlled as far as Phcenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word 
lo none saw only to Jews. But there were some of them, men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto 
the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord 
was with them: and a great number that believed turned unto the 
Lord. And the report concerning them came to the ears of the church 
which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas as far as 

Rise of An
tioch as 
centre of 
Gentile 
Christianity 

Antioch: who, when he was come, and had seen the grace of God, was glad; and he 23 
exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord; for 
he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was 
added unto the Lord. And he went forth to Tarsus to seek for Saul: and when he 
had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that even for 
a whole year they were gathered together with the church, and taught much people; 
and that the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 

:'\ow in these days there came down prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 27 
And there slnocl up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there 
should be a great famine over all the world: which came to pass in the days of Clau
dius. And the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send 
relief unto the hrethren that dwelt in Judrea: which also they did, sending it to tht> 
elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 

~ow- about that time Herod the king put forth his hands to afflict certain of the l<: 
ch~rch. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And when he 
saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. And 
those were the days of unleavened bread. And when he had taken him, Persecution 
he put him. in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers ~fh~~~h in 
to guard bun; intending after the Passover to bring him forth to the Jerusalem 
people. Peter therefore was kept in the prison: but prayer was made · 
earnestly of the church unto God for him. And when Herod was about to bring 6 
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him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
7 chains: and guards before the door kept the prison. And behold, an angel of the 

Lord stood by him, and a light shined in the cell: and he smote Peter on the side, 
and awoke him, saying, Rise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. 
And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And he <lid 

9 so. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. And he 
went out, and followed; and he wist not that it was true which was done by th" 
·rngel, but thought he saw a vision. And when they were past the first and the 
second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth into the city; which opened to 
them of its own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and 

II straightway the angel departed from him. Ancl when Peter was come to himself, 
he said, Now I know of a truth, that the Lord hath sent forth his angel and 
delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the Fople 
of the Jews. And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of 
Mary the mother of John whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered 
together and were praying. And when he knocked at the door of the gate, 

14 a maid came to answer, named Rhoda. And when she knew Peter's voice, she 
opened not the gate for joy, but ran in, and told that Peter stood before the gate. 
And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she confidently aiTirme<l that it was even 
so. And they said, It is his angel. But Peter continued knocking: and when they 
had opened, they saw him, and were amazed. But he, beckoning unto them with 
the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him 
forth out of the prison. And he said, Tell these things unto James, and lo the breth-

18 ren. And he departed, and went to another place. Now as soon as it was day, 
there was no small stir among the soldiers, what was beconce of Peter. And when 
Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he examined the guards, and com
manded that they should be put to death. And he went down from J u<l~a to Cesarea, 
and tarried there. 

20 Now he was highly displeased with them of Tyre and Sidon: and they came 
with one accord to him, and, having made Blastus the king's chamberlain their 
friend, they asked for peace, because their country was fed from ~he king's country. 
And upon a set day Herod arrayed himself in royal apparel, and sat on the throne, 
and made an oration unto them. And the people shouted, saying, The voice of a god, 
and not of a man. And immediately an angel of the Lore\ smote him, because h{ 
gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. 

2 4 But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

v 
PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY 

25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fl!lfilled their 
ministration, taking with them John whose surname was Mark. 

13 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and twchers, 
Barnabas, and Symeon that was callee\ Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, 

Institution and l\fanaen the foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. And 
~fo~~~YMis- as they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Sepa
Joumcy rate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 

them. Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away. 

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, went down to Seleucia; and from 
thence they sailed to Cyprus. And when they were at Salamis, they proclaimed 
the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John as their 

1142 



Apostolic Acts and Epistles 9<-- .d.cts 

attendant. And when they had gone through the whole island unto Paphos, they 
found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-Jesus; which 
was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of understanding. The same called 
unto him Barnabas and Saul, and sought to hear the word of God. But Elymas r 
the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn 
aside the pnmrn,;ul from the faith. But Saul, who is also called Paul, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, fa,;tencd his eyes on him, and said: 0 full of all guile and all villany, 
thou son of the dc,·il, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert 
the right ways llf the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee," 
and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there 
fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by 
the hand. Then the proconsul, when he saw what was done, believed, being aston
isheu at the teaching of the Lord. 

Now Paul and his corr:pany set sail from Paphos, and came to Perga in Pam- 13 
phylia: and John departed from them and returned to Jerusalem. 
But the~-, pa~sing through from Perga, came to Antioch of Pisidia; 
and they went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down. 
And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the 
synagogue sent unto them, saying, Brethren, if ye haYe any word of 
exhortation for the people, say on. And Paul stood up, and beckon
ing with the hand said: 

Relations of 
the mission
aries with 
Jews and 
with Gen
tiles 

' ~kn of Israel, and ye that fear God, hearken. The God of this people Israel 17 
chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they sojourned in the land of Eizypt, 
and with a high arm led he them forth out of it. And for about the time of forty 
years suffered he their manners in the wilderness. And when he had destroyed 
se\·en nations in the land oi Canaan, he gave them their land for an inheritance, 
for about four hundred and fifty years: and after these things he gave them judges 20 

until Samuel the prophet. And afterward they asked for a king: and God gaye 
unto them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for the space of 
forty years. And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their king; 
to whom also he bare witness, and said, I ha Ye found David the son of Jesse, a man 
after my heart, who shall do all my will. Of this man's seed hath God acrording to 23 
promise brought unto Israel a Sa,·iour, Jesus; when John had first preached before 
his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was 
fulfilling his course, he said, \\"hat suppose ye that I am? I am not he: but behold, 
there cometh one after me, the shoes of whose feet I am not worthy to unloose. 
Brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and those arr:ong you that fear God, to 29 
us is the word of this salrntion sent forth. For they that dwell in Jerusalem, and 
their rulers, because they knew him not, nor the Yoices of the prophets which are 
read every sabbath, fulfilled them by conderrning him. And though they found no 
cause of death in him, yet asked they of Pilate that he should be slain. And when 
they had fulfilled all things that were written of him, they took him down from the 
tree, and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead: and he was seen 30 
for many days of them that came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are 
now his witnesses unto the people. And we bring you good tidings of the promise 
made unto the fathers, how that God hath fulfilled the same unto our children, in 
th'.tt he raised up Jesus; as also it is written in the second psalm, Thou art rny Son, 
t/11s day hai'e I bei;ottrn t!tee. And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, 34 
now no rr:ore to return to corruption, he hath spoken on this wise, I will give you 
t!te holy ai_ut sure blcssini;s of David. Because he saith also in another psalm, Thou 
wilt not_ 1rn•e thy Holy One to sre corruption. For David, after he had in his own 
generat10n served the counsel of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, 
and saw corruption: but he whom God raised up saw no corruption. Be it known 38 
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unto you therefore, brethren, that through this man is proclaimed unto you remis-
39 sion of sins: and by him every one that believeth is justified from all things, from 

which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. Beware therefore, lest that 
come upon you, which is spoken in the prophets: Behold, ye despisers, aud wonder, 
and perish; /or I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise bcliroe 
if one declare it unto you.' ' 

42 And as they went out, they besought that these words might be spoken to them 
the next sabbath. Now when the synagogue broke up, many of the Jews and of the 
devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, urged them 
to continue in the g1 cce of God. 

And the next sabbath almost the whole city was gathered together to hear the 
45 word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy, 

and contradicted the things which were spoken by Paul, and blasphemed. And 
Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly, and said: 'It was necessary that the won.i of 
God should first be spoken to you: seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath tile Lord com
manded us, saying, I have set thee /or a light of the Gentiles, tlzat thou shouldest be /or 

4s salvation unto the uttermost part of the earth.' And as the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad, and glorified the word of God: and as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed. And the word of the Lord was spread abroad throughout all the 
region. But the Jews urged on the devotit women of honourable estate, and the chief 
men of the city, and stirred up a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and cast 
them out of their borders. But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, 
and came unto Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Iloly 
Ghost. 

14 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they entered together into the synagogue 
of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of Jews and of Greeks belie\'ed. 

Conclusion 
of the First 
Missionary 
Journey 

But the Jews that were disobedient stirred up the souls of the Gen
tiles, and made them evil affected against the brethren. Long time 
therefore they tarried there speaking boldly in the Lord, which bare 
witness unto the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be 
done by their hands. But the multitude of the city was divided; and part 

s held with the Jews, and part with the apostles. And when there was made an on
set both of the Gentiles and of the Jews with their rulers, to entreat them shame
fully, and to stone them, they became aware of it, and fled unto the cities of 
Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, and the region round about: and there they preached 
the gospel. 

8 And at Lystra there sat a certain man, impotent in his feet, a Ciipple from his 
mother's womb, who never had walked. The same heard Paul speaking: ,,ho, 
fastening his eyes upon him, and seeing that he had faith to be rr.ade whole, said 
with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped up and walked. And 
when the multitudes saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voice, s:tying in 

12 the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. :\nrl 
they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercury, because he was the chief 
speaker. And the priest of Jupiter whose temple was before the city, brought oxen 
and garlands unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the multitucl<'. 
But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of it, they rent their garments, 

15 and sprang forth among the multitude, crying out and saying: Sirs, why do ye these 
things? We also are men of like passions with you, and bring you good tidings, l hut 
ye should turn from the.Be vain things unto the. living God, who made the heaven 
and the earth and' the sea, and all that in them is: who in the generations gone by 

17 suffered all the nations to walk in their own ways. And yet he left not himself with
out witness, in that he did good, and ga\'e you from heaven rains and fruitful seasons, 
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filling your hearts with food and gladness. And with these sayings scarce restrained 
they the multitudes from doing sacrifice unto them. 

But there came Jews thither from Antioch and Iconium: and having persuaded 19 
the multitudes, they stoned Paul, and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he 
was dead. But as the disciples stood round ahout him, he rose up, and entered into 
the city: and on the morrow he went forth with Barnabas to Derbe. And when they 
had preached the gospel to that city, and had made many disciples, they returned Lo 
LYstra, and to konium, and to Antioch, confirming the souls of the disciples, ex- 22 

h<~rting them to continue in the faith, and that through many tribulations we must 
enter into the kingdom of God. And when they had appointed for them elders in 
ewry church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lcrd, on 
"·horn they had helie\·ed, And they passed through Pisidia, and came to Pamphylia. 
And \\'hen they had spoken the word i11 Perga, they went dmrn to Attalia; and thence 25 
they sailed to :\ntioch, from whence they had been committed to the grace of God 
for the \\'Ork which they had fulfilled. And when they were come, and had gathered 
the church together, they rehearsed all things that God had done with them, and how 
that he had opened a door of faith unto the Gentiles. And they tarried no little time 28 

with the disciples. 

VI 
QUESTION OF THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE GENTILES 

And certain men came down from Judrea and taught the brethren, saying, Ex- 15 
cept ye he circumcised after th'e custom of l\foses, ye cannot be saved. And when 
Paul and Barnaba<; had no small dissension and questioning with them, the brethren 
appointed that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jeru
salem unto the apostles and elders about this question. They therefore, being 
brought on their way by the church, passed through both Phcenicia and Samaria, 
declaring the com·ersion of the Gen tiles: and they caused great joy unto all the 
brethren. And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church 4 
and the apostles and the elders, and they rehearsed all things that God had done 
with them. But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees who believed, say- 5 
ing, It is needful to circumcise them, and to chaq!;e them to keep the law of '.\loses. 

And the apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider of this matter. 
And when there had been much questioning, Peter rose up, and said unto them: 7 

'Brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among you, that 
by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. And 
God, which knoweth the heart, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, 
e\·en as he did unto us; and he made no distinction between us and them, cleansing 9 
their hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye God, that ye should put a yoke 
upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 
But we belieYe that we shall be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in like 
manner as thev.' 

And all the' multitude kept silence; and they hearkened unto Barnabas and Paul 12 

,cJ1earsing what ;;igns and wonders God had wrought arr.ong the Gentiles by them. 
:\nd after they had held their peace, James answered, saying: . 

·Brethren, hearken unto me: Symeon hath rehearsed how first God did Yisit 
the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And to this agree the words 15 
of the prophets; as it is written: After these things I will return, and I will build 
again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen; and I will build again the ruins thereof, 
and I will set it up: that the residue of men may seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, 
upon whom my name is called, saith tlu Lord, who maketh these things known /mm the 
beginning of the world. Wherefore rr:y judgement is, that we trouble not them which 
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20 from among the Gentiles turn to God; but that we write unto them, that they abstain 
from the pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from what is strangled, and 
from blood. For Mose's from generations of old hath in every city them that preach 
him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath.' 

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to 
choose men out of their company, and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; 

23 namely, Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren; and they 
wrote thus by them. 

An Epistle 

The Apostles and the Elder Brethren: Unto the Brethren wltich are of tltr 
Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia: Greeting. 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard that certain which went out from us have trouhle<l 
you with words, subverting your souls; to whom we gave no commandment: it 
seemed good unto us, having come to one accord, to choose out ir.en and send them 
unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men that have hazarded their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. \Ve have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who 

28 themselves also shall tell you the same things by word of mouth. For it seemed good 
to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upJn you no greater burden than these necessary 
things: that ye abstain from things sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from 
things strangled, and from fornication; from which if ye keep yourselves, it shall 
be well with you. fare' ye well. · 

30 So they, when they were dis'!lissecl, came down to Antioch; and ha\·ing gathered 
the multitude together, they delivered the epistle. And when they had read it, they 
rejoiced for the consnlation. And Judas and Silas, being themsel\'cs also prophets, 
exhorted the brethren with many words, and conlirmed them. And after they 
had spent some time there, they were dismissed in peace from the brethren unto 
those that had sent them· forth. But Paul and Barnabas tarried in Antioch, teach
ing and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also. 

VII 

FURTHER MISSIONARY JOURNEYS AND OPENING OF THE GOSPEL TO 
EUROPE 

36 And after some days Paul said unto Barnab~s, Let us return no\\' and \'isit the 
brethren in every ci[y wherein we proclaimer\ the word of the Lord, and sec how they 

fare. And Barnah~s was rr.indcd to take with them John also, who 
Further mis- was called l\fark. But Paul thought not g00d to take with them him siouary 
j~urneying who withdrew from them from Pamphylia, and went n'11 with them to the 

work. And th<'re arose a sharp contention, so that they parter! asunder 
one from the other, and Barnabas took ~lark with him, and ;;:tiled a\\"'lY unto (\· 
prus; but Paul chose Silas, and went forth, being c'1mmendrd by the brethren t<• 1lu 
grace of the Lord. And he went thwugh Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churchr;; 

16 And he came also to Derbe and to Lystra: and behold, a certain di,;ciplc "''" 
there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewess which bclic\'cd; hut his father was a 
Greek. The same was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and 
Iconium. Him would Paul ha\'c to go forth with him; and he took and circum
cised him because of the Jews that were in those parts: for they all knew that his 

1 father was a Greek. And as they went on their way through the cities, they deli\wed 
them the decrees for to keep, which had bC'cn ordained of the apostles and elders 
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that were at Jerusalem. So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and in
creased in number dailv. 

And they went thn;ugh the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been for- 6 
bidden of the Holy Ghost to speak the word in Asia; and when they were come over 
against l\Iysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia; and the Spirit of Jesus 
suffered them not; and passing by l\Iysia, they came down to Troas. 
And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a man of 
l\Iacedonia standing, beseeching him, and saying, Come over into l\Iace
dnni:i, ~nd help u:;. And when he had seen the vision, str::ightway 

Paul's Vis
ion : Opening 
of the gospel 
to Europe 

we sought to go forth into l\Iacedonia, concluding that God had called us for to 
preach the gospel unto them. 

Setting s:iil therefore from Troas, we made a straight course to Sarr.othrace, and n 
the day following to Neapolis; and from thence to Philippi, which is a city of Mace
donia, the lirst of the district, a Roman colony: and we were in this city tarrying cer
tain cl:tys. .\nd on the sabbath day we went forth without the gate by a ri,·er side, 
where we supp0sed there \1·as a place of prayer; and we sat down, and spake unto 
the women which \\'l're come together. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller 14 
of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one that worshipped God, heard us: whose heart 
the Lord opened, lo gi,·e heed unto the things which were spoken by Paul. And 
when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And 
she constrained us. 

And it came to pass, as we were going to the place of prayer, that a certain maid 16 
ha,·ing a spirit of divination rret us, "·hich brought her masters much gain by sooth
saying. The saire following after Paul and us cried out, saying, These men are 
scrrnnts of the l\Iost High God, which proclaim unto you the way of salvation. And 
thi:o ,;'1e did fpr n>any days. But Paul, being sore troubled, turned and said to the 
spifr, I charge thee in the narr:e of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And it came 
out that \'Crv hour. 

Rut whc~ her masters saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they laid hold on 19 
P~.ul and Silas, and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers, and when 
they had hrought them unto the rra¢strates, they said, These men, being Jews, do 
exceedingly trouble our city, and set forth customs which it is not lawful for us to 
rcreive, or to obscn·e, being Romans. And the multitude rose up together against 
them: and the magistrates rent their garments off them, and commanded to beat 
them with rods. And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them 23 
into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: who, having received such a 
charge, cast them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. But 
about midnight Paul and Silas were prn,ying and singing hymns unto God, and the 
1risoncrs were listcnin.g to them; and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
1nat the foundJtions of the prison-house were shaken: and immediately all the doors 
wc·rc opened; and every one's bands were loosed. And the jailor being roused out 27 
of sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword, and was ahout to kill 
himself, suppo.,ing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Do thy,;elf no harm: for we are all here. And he called for lights, and spran!( 
in, anrl, trem hling for fear, fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out, 
~nd said, Sir,;, what must I do to be saved' And they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house. And they spake the word of 3" 
•.he Lord unto him, with all that were in his house. And he took them the same 
h?ur of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, imme
'.l1ately. And he brought them up into his house, and set meat before them, and 
rejoiced greatly, with all his house, having believed in God. 

But when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, Let those men 35 
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36 go. And the jailor reported the words to Paul, saying, The magistrates have sent 
to let you go: now therefo:e come forth, and go in peace. But Paul said unto them, 
They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, men that are Romans, and have cast 
us into prison; and do they now cast us out privily? nay verily; but let them come 

38 themselves and bring us out. And the serjeants reported these words unto the 
magistrates: and they feared, when they heard that they were Romans; and they 
came and besought them; and when they had brought them out, they asked them 
to go away from the city. And they went out of the prison, and entered into the house 
of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they comforted them, and d~parted. 

17 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: and Paul, as his cu·stom was, 

went in unto them, and for three sabbath days reasoned with them from 
Evangelisl<- the scriptures, opening and alleging, that it behoved the Christ to suffer, 
tion of Eu- and to rise again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom, said he, 
~~~;an cen- I proclaim unto you, is the Christ. And some of them were per~ 

suadcd, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks 
5 a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. But the Jews, being moved 

with jealousy, took unto them certain vile fellows of the rabble, and gathering a crowd, 
set the city on an uproar; and assaulting the house of Jason, they sought to bring them 
forth to the people. And when they found them not, they dragged Jason and certain 
brethren before the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside 

7 down are come hither also; whom Jason hath received: and these all act contrary to 
the decrees of C~sar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus. And they troublctl 
the multitude and the rulers of the city, when they heard these things. And when 
they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go. 

ro • And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Bera~a: 
who when they were come thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. Now these 
were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word witl1 all 
readiness of mind, examining the scriptures daily, whether these things were so. 
Many of them therefore believed; also of the Greek women of honourable cstJte, 

13 and of men, not a few. But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the 
word of God was proclaimed of Paul at Bcra~a also, they came thither likewise, stir· 
ring up and troubling the multitudes. And then immediately the brethren sent forlh 
Paul to go as far as to thL sea: and Silas and Timothy abode there still. But they 
that conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens: and receiving a commandment 
unto Silas and Timothy that they should come to him with all speed, they departed. 

16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him, 
as he beheld the city full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews 

Paul at 
Athens 

and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day .with them 
that met with him. And certain also of the Epicurean and Stoir 
philosophers encountered him. And son~e said, \Vhat would this bab-

bler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: becau"' 
19 he preached Jesus and the resurrection. And they took hold of him, ancl brougl1t 

him unto the Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new tcacl1ing is, which 
is spoken by thee? For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we woulcl 

22 know therefore what these things mean.* And Paul stood in the midst of tlil' 
Areopagus, and said: 

'Ye men of Athens, in all things I perceive that ye arc somewhat superstitiou.'. 
For as I passed along, and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an 
altar with this inscription, 

m:o 811 mn!tnown 6011 

21 *Now all the Athenians and the strangt"rs sojourning there "spent their time in nothing else, 
but either to tell or to hear some new thing. 
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"·hat therefore ye worship in ignorance, this set I forth unto you. The God that 24 
made the world and all things therein, he, being Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands; neither is he served by men's hands, as though he 
needed any thing, sePing he himself giveth lo all life, and breath, and all things; 
and he made of one every nation of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
ha l'ing determined their appointed seasons, and the bounds of their habitation; 
that they should seek God, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though 27 
lw is ""t far from each one of us: for in him we live, and move, and have our being; 
as certain e\·cn of your own poets have said, For we are also his olTspring. Being 
then the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, 
or sih·er, or stone. graven by art and device of man. The times of ignorance there· 30 
fore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere 
repent: inasmuch as he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assur
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.' 

!\ow when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked; but others 32 
said, We will hear thee concerning this yet again. Thus Paul went out from among 
them. But certain men clave unto him, and believed: among whom also was 
Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 

Mter the>e things he departed from Athens, and came to Corinth. And he 18 
found a certain Jew named Aquila, a man of Pontus by race, lately Another 
come from ltalv, with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had com- Vision and 
mantled all the °Jews to depart from Rome: and he came unto them; more settled 
and because he was of the same trade, he abode with them, and c~~i~~ at 
they wrnugl1t; for by their trade they were tentmakers. And he 
reasoned in the synaf.(ogue every sabbath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks. 

But when Sibs and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul was constrained s 
by the word, tesLifying to the Jews th:tt Jesus was the Christ. And when they op
posed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook out his raiment, and said unto them, 
Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto 
the Gentiles. And he departed thence, and went into the house of a certain man 
named Titus Ju,;tus, one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the 
srnagogue. And Crispus, the ruler of the svnagogue, believed in the Lord with all 8 
his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. And 
the Lord said unto Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold 
n<>r thy peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to harm thee: for 
I have much people in this city. And he dwelt there a year and six months, teaching n 
the word of God among them. [Continued, page u53. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS 

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy: Unto the Church o/ the Thessalonians l 
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

I 

We gi".c tha~ks to God .always for you aH, making mention of you in our prayers; 2 

remen:ibenng without ccasmg your work of faith and labour of love and patience of 
hope m our Lord resus Christ, before our God and Father; knowing, brethren beloved 
?f God, your e.lectlon, how that our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also 
m power, and m the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; even· as ye know what man
ner of men we shewed ourselves toward you for your sake. And ye became imitators 6 
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of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affiiction, with joy of the Holy 
Ghost; so that ye became an ensample to all that believe in Macedonia and in Achaia. 

8 For from you hath sounded forth the word of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but in every place your faith to God-ward is p:one forth; so that we need not to 
speak any thing. For they themselves report concerning us what manner of cntcrinp: 
in we had unto you; and how ye turned unto God from idols, to serve a living and 
true God, and lo wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which dclivercth us from the wrath to come. 

2 For yourselves, brethren, know our entering in unto you, that it hath not been found 
min: but having suffered before, and been shamefully entreated, as ye know, at 
Philippi, we waxed bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God in much con
flict. For our exhortatio'l is not of error, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: h'': even 
as we have been approved of God to be intrusted with the gospel, so we speak; not 

s as pleasing men, but God which proveth our hearts. For neither at any time were we 
found using words of flattery, as ye know, nor a clokc of covetousness, God is witness; 
nor seeking glory of men, neither from you, nor from others, when we might have been 
burdensome, as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle in the midst of you, as when 
a nurse chcrishcth her own children: even so, being alTcctionately desirous of you, 
we were well pleased lo impart unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own 

9 souls, because ye were become very dear to us. For ye remember, brethren, our 
labour and travail: working night and day, that we might not burden any of you, we 
preached unto you the gospel of God. Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily 
and righteously and unblameably we behaved ourselves toward you that bclie,·e: as 
ye know how we dealt with each one of you, as a father with his own children, exhorting 

12 you, and encouraging you, and testifying, to the end that ye should walk worthily 
of God, who calleth you into his own kingdom and glory. And for this cause we also 
thank God without ceasing that, when ye received from us the word of the message, 
even the word of God, ye accepted it not as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, 

14 the word of God, which also worketh in you that believe. For ye, brethren, became 
imitators of the churches of God which are in Jud~a in Christ Jesus: for ye also 
suffered the same things of your own ~ountrymcn, even as they did of the Jews; 
who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drave out us, and please not God, 
and are contrary to all men; forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be 
saved; to fill up their sins alway: but the wnth is come upon them to the uttermost. 

17 But we, brethren, being bereaved of you for a short season, in presence, not in 
heart, endeavoured the more exceedingly to see your face with great desire: because 
we would fain have come unto you, I Paul once and again; and Satan hindered us. 
For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of glorying? Are not even ye, before our Loni 

3 Jesus at his coming? For ye are our glory and our joy. Wherefore when we could no 
longer forbear, we thought it good to be left behind at Athens alone; and sent Timothy, 
our brother and God's minister in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort 
you concerning your faith: that no man be moved by these afflictions; for yoursclYes 
know that hereunto we arc appointed. For wrily, when we were with you, we told 
vou beforehand that we are to suffer affliction; eYen as it came to pass, and ye know. 

5 i-'or this cause I also, when I could no longer forbear, sent that I might know your 
faith, lest by any means the tempter had tempted you, and our labour should be m 
vain. But when Timothy came even now unto us from you, and brought us glad 
tidings of your faith and love, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, 
longing to see us, even as we also to see you; for this cause, brethren, we were c~m
forted over you in all our distress and affliction through your faith: for now we ln·e, 

9 if ye stand fast in the Lord. For what thanksgiving can we render again unto God 
for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God; ~igh~ and ~ay 
praying exceedingly that we may see your face, and may perfect that which 1s lackmg 
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in your faith? Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our n 
way unto \'ou: and the Lord make you lo increase and abound in love one toward 
an,;ther. ai1d toward all men, even as we also do toward you; to the end he may 
stablish, your hearts unblameable in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. , 

Finally then, brethren, we beseech and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as ye 4 
rccciYed of us how ye ought to walk and to please Go<l, even as ye <lo walk, - that ye 
abound more and more. For ye know what charge we gave you through the Lord 
Je:;us. For this i:i the "'iii of God, el'cn your sanctification, that ye abstain from 3 
fornication; that each one of you know how to possess himself of his own vessel in 
sanctilication and honour, not in the passion of lust, en·n as the Gentiles which know 
not God; that no man transgress, and wrong his brother in the matter: because the 
Lord is an awngcr in all these things, as also we forewarned you and testified. F:::
G,,d c.<llcd us net for uncleanness, but in sanctification. Therefore he that rejecteth, a 
rej~cteth not man, but God, who giveth his Holy Spirit unto you. But concerning 
low of the brethren ye have no need that one write unto you: for ye yourselves are 
taught of God to lol'e one another; for indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are 
in all :\facedonia. But we exhort you, brethren, that ye abound more and more; 
and that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your II 
hands, e\·en as we charged you; that ye may walk honestly toward them that are with
out, and may ha,·e need of nothing. 

II 

But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning them that fall asleep; 13 
that ye sorrow not, e\·en as the rest, which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. For this \Ye say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we that are alive, 
that are left unto the coming of the Lord, shall in no wise precede them that are 
fallen asleep, For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with the r6 
mice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we that are aliYe, that are left, shall together with them be caught up in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words. 

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that aught be 5 
written unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night. When they are saying, Peace and safety, then sudden destruc
tion cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall in no wise 
escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should O\'ertake you as a 4 
thief: for ye arc all sons of light, and sons of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 
darkness; so then let us not sleep, as do the rest, but let us watch and be sober. For 
they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken arc drunken in the night 
But let u,,, since we arc of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and 
lu,-e; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation. For God appointed us not unto wrath, 9 
but unto the obtaining of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. Wherefore exhort 
one another, and build each other up, even as also ye do. 

III 

~ut we beseech you, brethren, to know them that labour among you, and are over I< 

you m the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them exceeding highly in love for 
their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves. And we exhort you, brethren, 
admo~1ish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted, support the weak, be long
sullenng toward all. See that none render unto any one evil for evil; but alway 
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16 follow after that which is good, one toward another, and toward all. Rejoice alway; 
pray without ceasing; in every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus to you-ward. Quench not the Spirit; despise not prophesyings; prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

23 And the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be preserved entire, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is he that calleth you, who will also do it. 

Brethren, pray for us. 
Salute all the brethren with a holy kiss. I adjure you by the Lord that this epistle 

28 be read unto all the brethren. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

1 

THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS 

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy: Unto the Church of the Thessalonians 
in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I 

3 We are bound to give thanks to God alway for you, brethren, even as it is meet, 
for that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the love of each one of you all toward 
one another aboundeth; so that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God f.,r 
your patience and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions which ye endure; 
which is a manifest token of the righteous judgement of God; to the end that ye may 

6 be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer: if so be that it is a 
righteous thing with God to recompense al1liction to them that aillict you, and to you 
that are afflicted rest with us, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from hc:n·en with the 
angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering vengeance lo them that know not God, 
and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall sufTer punishment, 
even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 
when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveJled at in all them that 

II believed (because our testimony unto you was believed) in tha1 day. To which <'nrl 
we also pray always for you, that our God may count you worth / of your calling, and 
fulfil every desire of goodness and every work of faith, with pmrer; that the name of 
our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

II 

2 Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Chri:;t, 
and our gathering together unto him; to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from 
your mind, nor yet be troubled, either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as from us, 
as that the day of the Lord is now present; let no man beguile you in any wise: for it 
will not be, except the falling away come first, and the man of sin be revealed, tl1c 
son of perdition, he that opposeth and exalteth himself against all that is called G,><1 
or that is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself forth :i,; 

5God. Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these thing'? 
And now ye know that which restraineth, to the end that he may be revealed. in his ""n 
season. For the mystery of lawlessness doth already work: only there is one tk1t 
restraineth now, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall be revealed tl1c 
lawless one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mouth, and .bring 
to nought by the manifestation of his coming; even he, whose coming is according t: 

10 the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all decc11 
of umighteousness for them that are perishing; because they received not the love ol 
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the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God sendeth them a working of n 
error, that they should believe a lie: that they all might be judged who believed not 
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

III 

But we are bound to give thanks to God alway for you, brethren beloved of the 1 3 
Lord, for that God chose you from the beginning unto salvation in sanctification of 
the Spirit and lwlicf of the truth: whereunto he called you ihrough our gospel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, stand fast, and 
!:old the traditions which ye were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of ours. 
:\ow our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father which loved us and gave us 
eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and stablish them 
in ewry good work and word. Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the 3 
Lord may run and be glorified, even as also it is with you; and that we may be de
livered from unreasonable and evil men; for all have not faith. But the Lord is 
faithful, who shall stablish you, and guard you from the evil one. And we have con
fidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we 
command. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the 
patience of Christ. • 

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 6 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the 
tradition which they received of us. For yourselves know how ye ought to imitate us: 
for we behaved not ourseh·es disorderly among you; neither did we eat bread for 
nought at any man's hand, but in labour and travail, working night and day, that we 
might not burden any of you: not because we have not the right, but to make ourselves 9 
an ensample unto you, that ye should imitate us. For even when we were with you, 
tl1is we commanded you, If any will not work, neither let him eat. For we hear of 
some that walk among you disorderly, that work not at all, but are busybodies. Now 
them that are such we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that with quiet
ness they work, and eat their own bread. But ye, brethren, be not weary in well- 13 
doing. And if any man obeyeth not our word by this epistle, note that man, that ye 
have no company with him, to the end that he may be ashamed. And yet count him 
not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 

Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways. The 
Lord be with you all. 

The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand, which is the to/mi in ~ 
every epistle: so I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. 

The Acts of the Apostles continued 18 

But when Gallia was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up 12 

against Paul, and brought him before the judgement-seat, saying, This man pcrsuad
eth men to. worship God contrary to the law. But when Paul was 
about to npcn his mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, If indeed it were ~issionary 
a matter of wrong or of wicked villany O ye Jews reason would that iourneyJng 
I should bear with you: but if they a're question~ about words and resume 
names and your own law, look to it yourselves; I am not minded to be a judge of 
these matters. And he drave them from the judgement-seat. And they all laid hold 
on Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgement-seat. 
And Gallio cared for none of these things. 

And Paul, having tarried after this yet many days, took his leave of the brethren, 18 
and sailed thence for Syria, ahd with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his 
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19 head in Ccnchrc<e: for he had a vow. And they came to Ephesus, and he left them 
there: but he himself entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews. 
And when they asked him lo abide a longer time, he consented not; but taking his 
leave of them, and saying, I will return again unto you, if God will, he set sail from 
Ephesus. And when he had landed al C<esarea, he went up and saluted the church 
and went down to Antioch. ' 

>3 And having spent some time there, he departed, and went through the region of 
Galatia and Phrygia in order, stablishing all the disciples. 

1 

[Continued, page n_s8. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS 

Paul: An apostle (not from men, neither through man, but through Jesus 
Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead): And all 
the Brethren which are with me: Unto the Churches of Galatia: Grace 
to you and peace from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ: 
who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out of this present 
evil world, according lo the will "f our God and Father: to whom be the 
glory for ever and ever. A men. 

6 I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called you in the grace of 
Christ unto a dilTerent gospel; which is not another gospel: only there are some 
that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we 

9 preached unto you, let him be anathema. As we have said before, so say I now 
again, If any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that which ye received, 
let him be anathema. For am I now persuading men, or God? or am I seeking 
to please men? if I were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ. 

I 

11 For I make known lo you, brethren, as touching the gospel which was preached 
by me, that it is not after man. For neither did I receive it from man, nor was l 
taught it, but it tame to me through revelation of Jesus Christ. For ye have heard 
of my manner of life in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure 1 

r4 persecuted the church of God, and made havock of it: and I advanced in the Jews' 
• religion beyond many of mine own age among my countrymen, being more exceed

ingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when it was the good pleasure of 
God, who separated me, even from my mother's womb, and called me through 
his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the Gentiles; 

17 immediately I conferred not with flesh ahd blood: neither went I up to Jerusalem 
to them which were apostles before me: but I went away into Arabia; and again 
I returned unto Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit 
Cephas, and tarried with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw I none, 

20 save James the Lord's brother. Now touching the things which I \Hite unto you, 
behold, before God, I lie not. Then I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 
And I was still unknown by face unto the churches of Judiea which were in Christ: 
but they only heard say, He that once persecuted us now preacheth the faith of 
which he once made havock; and they glorified God in me. 

2 Then after the space of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barna-
bas, taking Titus also with me. And I went up by revelation; and I laid before 
them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately before them who 
were of repute, lest by any means I should be running', or had run, in vain. But not 
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even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: and 4 
that because of the false brtthrcn privily brought in, who came in privily to spy 
out our liberty which we haw in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 
to whom we ~a l'C place in the way of subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth 
of the gospel might continue with you. But from those who were reputed to be 6 
somewhat (whatsoncr they were, it makcth no matter to me: God :o:.ccepteth not 
man's person) -- they, I say, who were of repute imparted nothing ·,o rr.e: but 
contrariwise, when they saw that I had been intrusted with the gospel of the uncir
cnmrision, cYen as Peter with the gospel of the circumcision (for he that wrought 
for Pec~r unlo the apostleship of the circumcision wrought for me also unto the 
Gentiles); and when they perceiwd the grace that was giYen unto rr.c, Janes and 9 
Cephas and John, they who were reputed to be pillars, gaw to rr.e and Barnabas the 
right hands of fellowship, that we should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto the 
circumcision; only they would that we should remember the poor; which very thing 
I was also zealous to do. 

But when Cephas came to Antioch, I resisted him to the face, because he stood rr 
condemned. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gen
tiles: but when they came, he drew back and separated himself, fearing them that 
were of the circumcision. And the rest of the Jews dissembled likewise with hin•; 
insomuch that even Barnabas was carried away with their dissimulation. But q 
when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I 
said unto Cephas before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest as do the Gentiles, 
and not as do the Jews, how compellest thou the Gentiles to li,·e as do the Jews? 
\\'e being Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, yet knowing that a man is 16 
not justitied by the works of the law, save through faith in Jesus Christ, even \\'e 
belie,·ed on Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by 
the works of the law: because by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 
But if, while we sought to be justified in Christ, we ourselves also were found sinners, 17 
is Christ a minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build up again those things which 
I destroyed, I prove myself a transgressor. For I through the law died unto the law, 
that I might lil'e unto God. I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer 
I that lil'e, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which I now li\'c in the flesh I li,·c 
in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for 
me. I do not make void the grace of God: for if righteousness is through the law, 21 

then Christ died for nought. 

II 

0 foolish Galatians, who did bewitch you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was 3 
openly set forth crucified? This only would I learn from you, Received ye the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? hav
ing begun in the Spirit, arc ye now perfected in the flesh? Did ye suffer so many 
things in vain? - if it be indeed in \•ain. He therefore that supplicth to you the 
Spirit, and workcth miracles among you, docth he it by the work~ of the law, or by 
the hearing of faith? 

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned unto him for ri1:hteousncss 6 
Know therefore that they whicli be of faith, the same arc sons of Abraham. And 
the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached tl c 
~ospel beforehand unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all the nations be blessed. 
So then they which be of faith are blessed with the faithful Abraham. 

For as many as arc of the works of the law are under a curse: for it is written, 10 

Cursed is every one which continueth not in all things that are written in the book of 
ti;~ law, to do them. Now that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, is 
evident: for, The righteous shall live by faith; and the law is not of faith; but, JI e 
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13 that doeth them shall live in them. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
having become a cmse for us:. for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on~· 
tree: that upon the Gentiles might come the blessing of Abraham in Christ Jesus· 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. ' 

rs Brethren, I speak after the manner of men: Though it be but a man's covenant, 
yet when it hath been confirmed, no one maketh it void, or addeth thereto. Now to 
Abraham were the promises spoken, and to his seed. He saith not, And to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. Now this I say; A 
covenant confirmed beforehand by God, the law, which came four hundred and 
thirty ye1rs after, doth not disannul, so as lo make the promise of none effect. For 
if the inheritance is of the law, it is no more of promise: but God hath granted it 
to Abraham by promise. 

19 ' What then is the law? ' It was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to \\"horn the promise hath been made; and it was ordained through 
angels by the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one; but 
God is one. ' Is the law then against the promises of God? ' God forbid: for 
if there had bee;i a law given which could make alive, verily righteousness would 

22 have been of the law. Howbeit the scripture hath shut up all things under sin, 
that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. But 
before faith came, we were kept in ward under the law, shut up unto the faith which 
should afterwards be revealed. So that the law hath been our tutor to bring us unto 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith is come, we are no 

26 longer under a tutor. For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ. There can be 
neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there can be no male and 
female: for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus. And if ye are Christ's, then are ye 

4 Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise. But I say that so long as the heir is 
a child, he difTereth nothing from a bondservant, though he is lord of all; but is 
under guardians and stewards until the term appointed of the father. So we also, 
when we were children, were held in bondage under the rudiments of the world: 
but when the fulncss of the time came, God srnt forth his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, that he might redeem them which were under the law, that we 

6 might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. So that thou art no longer 
a bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. Howbeit al that 
time, not knowing God, ye were in bondage to them which by nature are no gods: 

9 but now that ye have come to know God, or rather to be known of God,- how tum ye 
back again to the weak and beggarly rudiments, whcreunto ye desire to be in bond
age over again? Ye observe days, and months, and seasons, and years. I am afraid 
of you, lest by any means I have bestowed labour upon you in vain. 

12 I beseech you, brethren, be as I am, for I am as ye are. Ye did me no wrong: 
but ye know that because of an infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you 
the first time: and that which was a temptation to you in my flesh ye despised not, 
nor rejected; but ye rcrciYed me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. Where 
then is that gratulatinn of yourselves? for I bear you witness, that, if possible, ye 
would have plucked out your eyes and given f11em to ine. So then am I become your 

17 enemy, because I tell you the truth? They zealously seek you in no good way; 
nay, they desire to shut you out, that ye may seek them. But it is good to be zealously 
s,>ught in a good matter at all times, and not only when I am present with you. Illy 
little children, of whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you, yea, 
I could wish to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I am perplexed 
about you. 

21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under ~he law, do ye not hear the law? For it is 
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written, that Abraham had two sons, one by the handmaid, and one by the free
woman. Howbeit the son by the handmaid is b,irn after the Jlcsh; but the son by 23 

the freewoman is born through ·promise. \.Vhich Lhings (ontain an allegory: for 
these women are two covenants; one from mount Sinai, bearing children unto 
bondage, which is Hagar. Now this Hagar is mounl Sinai in Arabia, and answerelh 
to the Jerusalem that now is: for sbe is in bondage with her children. But the 
Jerusalem that is above is free, which is our mother. For it is written, 2 7. 

Rejoia, thou barren that bcarcst not; 
Break forth a111i cry, thou that travailcst not: 
For nrorc arc the children of the desolate than of her which hath the husband. 

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. But as then he that was 28 
born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after. the Spirit, even so it is now. 
Howbeit what s:iith the scripture? Cast out the handmaid aud her son: for the son 
of the handmaid shall not inherit with the son of the frccwoman. \\"hcrefore, brethren, 
we are not children· of a handmaid, but of the freewoman. With freedom did Christ 5 
set us free: stand fast therefore, and be not entangled again in a yoke of bonda!(e. 

Behold, I Paul say unto you, that, if ye receive circumcision, Christ will profit 2 

you nothing. Yea, I testify again to every man that receivctb circumcision, that he 
is a debtor to do the whole law. Ye are se\·ered from Christ, ye who would be justi
fied by the law; ye are fallen away from grace. For we through the Spirit by faith 
wait for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 
anythin!(, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love. 

Ye were running well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? 7 
This persuasion came not of him that calleth you. A little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump. I have confidence to you-ward in the Lor<l, that ye will Le none other
wise minded: hut he that troubleth you shall bear his judgerr.cnt, whosoever he be. 
But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, wby am I still persecuted? then hath 
the stumblingbloek of the cross been done away. I would that they which unsettle 
you would even cut themselves off. 

For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only use not your freedom for an 13 
occasion to the flesh, but through love be servants one to another. For the whole 
law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt hruc tlty neighbour as thyself. 
But if ye bite and demur one another, 'take heed that ye he not consumed one of 
another. But I say, Walk by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
For the Jlesh lustclh against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;. for these 
~re contrary the one to the other; that ye may not do the tl.ings that ye would. But 18 
if ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, di\·isions, heresies, envyings, drunken
ness, rn·cllings, and such like: of the which I forewarn vou even as I did forewarn 
you, that they which practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
B~t the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 22 

fa1th[ulness, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that 
arc of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts thereof. 
If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk. Let us not be vainglorious, 
provoking one another, envying one another. 

Ill 

Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye which are spiritual, 6 
restore such a one in a spirit of meekness; looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 

Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. For if a man 
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4 thinketh himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. But 
let each man prove his own work, and then shall he have his glorying in regard of 
himself alone, and not of his neighbour. For each man shall bear his own burden. 

But let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all 
good things. 

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap. for he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption· 
but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. ' 

And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not. So then, as we have opportunity, let us work that which is good toward all men 
and especially toward the;n that are of the household of the faith. ' 

II 

17 

18 

See with how large letters I have written unto you with mine own hand. As 
many as desire to make a fair show in the fiesh, they compel you to be circum
cised; only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For 
not even they who receive circumcision do themselves keep the law; but they 
desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your fiesh. But far 
be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For 
neither is circumcision any thing, nor uncircmncision, but a new creature. 
And as mmy as shall walk by this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy, 
and upon the Israel of God. ' 

From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear branded on my body 
the marks of Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

The Acts of the Apostles continued 

21 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by race, a learned man, came 
to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the scriptures. This man had been instructed in 

Ephesus as 
a centre of 
evangeliza
tion 

the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spake and taught care
fully the things concerning Jesus, knowing only the baptism of John: 
and he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla 
and Aquila heard him, they took him unto them, and expounded unto 
him the way of God more carefully. And when he was minded to 

pass over into Achaia, the brethren encouraged him, and wrote to the disciples to re
ceive him: and when he was come, he helped them much which had believed through 
grace: for he powerfully confuted the Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the scrip
tures that Jes us was the Christ. 

19 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper country came to Ephesus, and found certain disciples: and he 
said unto them, Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when ye believed? And they said unto 
him, Nay, we did not so much as hear whether the Holy Ghost was given. And he 

4 said, Into what then were ye baptized? And they said, Into John's baptism. And 
Paul said, John baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, 
that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Jesus. And 
when they heard this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake 
with tongues, and prophesied. And they were in all about twelve men. 

a And he entered into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, 
reasoning and persuading as to the things concerning the kingdom of God. But 
when some were hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the multi-
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tude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, reasoning daily in the 
school of Tyrannus. And this continued for the space of two years; so that all they 
which d"·elt in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. And God " 
wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: insomuch that unto the sick were 
carried away from his body handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from 
them, and the evil spirits went out. But certain also of the strolling Jews, exorcists, 
took upon them to name over them which had the evil spirits the name of the Lord 
Jesus. saying, I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. And there were seven 14 
""B ,,f one Seem, a Jew, a chief :i:riest, which did this. And the evil spirit answered 
'rnd said unto them, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? And the 
man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and mastered both of them, and 
prnailed against them, so that th~y fled out of that house naked and wounded. And 17 
this became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, that dwelt at Ephesus; and fear fell 
upon them all, and the name of the I "rd Jesus was magnified. l\fany also of them 
that had believed came, confessing, and declaring their deeds. And not a few of 
them that practised curious arts brought their books together, and burned them in the 
sil(ht of all: and they counted the price of them, and fonnd it fifty thousand pieces of 
silver. So mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed. 20 

• 
THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS 

Paul, called to be an Apostle of Jes us Christ through the will of God; and 1 
Soslhcncs our brother: Unto the Church of God whirh is al Corinth; 1:1.'en 
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints: with all that 
call upon the name of our Lord Jes us Christ in every place, their Lord 
a11d ours: Grace lo you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which· was given you 4 
in Christ Jesus; that in every thing ye were enriched in him, in all utterance and all 
knowledge; even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you; so that ye come 
behind in no gift; waiting for the revelation of onr Lord Jesus Christ; who shall also 
confirm you unto the end, that ye be unrcproveahlc in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Go<i is faithful, through whom ye were called into th~ fellowship of his Son 
J cs us Christ our Lord. 

I. i 

Kow I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that yew 
all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye he 
perfected tog;ether in the same mind and in the same judgcrnenl. For it hath hcen 
sih'Tlificd unto me concerning you, my brethren, by them which arc of Lhe household 
of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this I mean, that each one of 12 

you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is 
Christ di,·idccl; was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized into the name of 
Paul; 1 thank Gnd that I baptized none of you, save Crispus and Gaius; lest any 
man should say that ye were baptized into my name. And I baptized also the 
household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whclher I baptized any other. 

For Christ senl me not to baptize, hut to preach the gospel: not in wisdom of words, 17 
lest the cross of Christ should he made void. For the word of the cross is to Lhem that 
arc perishing foolishness; hut unto us which arc being saved it is the power of God. 
F?r it is .written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the prudence of the prudent 
will I re7ect. Where is the wise~ where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this 
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21 world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For seeing that in the 
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God's good pleasure 
through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe. Seeing that Jews 
ask for signs, and Greeks seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ crucified, unto 
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolishness; but unto them that are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. Be
cause the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger 

26 than men. For behold your calling, brethren, how that not many wise after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God c;hose the foolish things of the 
world, that he might put to shame them that are wise; and God chose the weak things 
of the world, that he might put to shame t)1c things that are strong; and the base thinp;s 
of the world, and the things that arc despised, did God choose, yea and the things that 
are not, that he mip;ht brinp; lo noup;ht the things that are: that no flesh should glory 
before God. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption: that, according as it is 

2 written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. And I, brethren, when I came 
unto you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the 
mystery of God. For I detem1incd not to know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among the perfect: yet a wisdom not of"this world, 
nor of the rulers of this world, which arc coming to nought: but we speak God's 
wisdom in a mystery, even the wisdom that hath been hidden, which God foreordained 
before the worlds unto our glory: which none of the rulers of this world knoweth: 
for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory: but as it is 
written, Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, and which e11/rrcd not into thr 

10 heart of man, whatsoever t11in[!.s God prepared for them that love him. But unto us God 
revealed them through the Spirit: for the Spirit scarchcth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God. For who among men knowcth the things of a man, save the spirit 
of the man, which is in him? even so the things of God none knowetb, s~ve the Spirit 
of God. But we received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 

13 that we might know Lhe thing., that are freely given to us by God. Which things also 
we speak, not in words which man's wisdom leachcth, but which the Spirit tcachcth; 
interpreting spiritual things to spiritual men. Now the natural man receivcth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him; and he cannot know 
them, because they are spiritually judged. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, 
and he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of lhe Lord, 

3 that he should instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. And I, brethren, could 
not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ. I 
fed you with milk, not with meat; for ye were not yet able to bear it: nay, not even 
now are ye able; for ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you jer.lousy and 
strife, are ye not carnal, and walk after the manner of men? For when one saith, J 
am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not men? 

s What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? :Ministers through whom ye believed; 
and each as the Lord gave to him. I planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; 
but God that giveth the increase. Now he that plan teth and he that watereth are one: 
but each shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. For we are God's 

10 fellow-workers: ye are God's husbandry, God's building. According to the grace of 
God which was given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder I laid a foundation; and 
another buildeth thereon. But let each man t:tke heed how he buildeth thereon. For 
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other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. But 12 

if anv man buildeth on the foundation gold, sih·er, costly stones, wood, hay, stubble; 
each.man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it is 
reYealed in fire; and the fire itself shall prove each man's work of what sort it is. If 
any man's work shall abide which he built thereon, he shall receive a reward. If any 
man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; yet 
so as through fire. 

Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 16 
you? If any man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple 
of God is holy, which temple ye are. 

Let no man deceiYe himself. If any inan thinketh that he is wise among you in this 18 
world, let him become a fool, that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world 
is foolishness with God. For it is written, He that taketh t/1e wise in their craftiness: 
and again, The Lord knoweth the rcaso11ings of the wise, that they arc vain. Wherefore 
let no one glory in men. For all things are yours; whether Paul, or Ap0llos, or 
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are 
yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. Let a man so account of us, as of 4 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Here, moreover, it is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. But with me it is a very small 
thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgement: yea, I judge not mine 
mrn self. For I know nothing against myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he 4 
that judgeth me is the Lord. Wherefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make manifest 
the counsels of the hearts; and then shall each man have his praise from God 

Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos 6 
for your sakes; that in us ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are 
written; that no one of you be pulTed up for the one against the other. For who 
maketh thee to differ? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? but if thou 
didst recei1·e it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not rerei1·ed it? Already are a 
ye filled, already ye are become rich, ye have reigned without us: yea and I would 
that ye did reign, that we also might reign with you. For, I think, God hath set 
forth us the apostles last of all, as men doomed to death: for we arc made a spec
tacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. '\'e are fools for Christ's sake, 10 

but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye arc strong; ye ha 1·e glory, but we 
haYe dishonour. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and 
are naked, and arc buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplacc; and we toil, work
ing with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; 
being defamed, we intrcat: we are made as the filth of the world, the off scouring of 13 
all things, even until now. I write not these things to shame you, but to admonish 
you as my beloved children. For though ye should have ten thousand tutors in 
Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I begat you through the 
gospel. I beseech you therefore, be ye imitators of me. For this cause have I 16 

sent unto you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who shall 
put you in remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, even as I teach everywhere 
in e1·ery_ church. :>;ow some are puffed up, as though I were not coming to you. 
But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will; and I will know, not the word of 
the~ which are puffed up, but the power. For the kingdom of God is not in word, 20 

but in power. \\'hat will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love and a 
spirit of meekness? 

ii 
_It ii; actually reported that there is fornication among you, and such fornication 5 

as is not even among the Gentiles, that one of you hath his father's wife. And ye 
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are puffed up, and did not rather mourn, that he that had done this deed might be 
3 taken away from among you. For I verily, beir.g absent in body but present in 

spirit, have already, as though I were present, judged him that hath so wrought this 
thing, in the name of our Lord Jesus, ye being gathered together, and my spirit, 
with the power of our Lord Jesus, to deliver such a one unto Satan for the destruc
tion of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your 
glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 

7 Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, even as ye arc unleavened. 
For our passover also hath been sacrificed, even Christ: wherefore let us keep the 
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote unto you in my epistle 
to have no company with fornicators; not altogether with the fornicato.rs of this 
world, or with the covetous and extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye 

n needs g9 out of the world: but now I write unto you not to keep company, if any 
man that is named a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, 
or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no, not to eat. For what have I 
to do with judging them that are without? Do not ye judge them that are within, 
whereas them that are without God judgeth? Put away the wicked man from 
among yourselves. 

iii 
6 Dare any of you, having a matter against his neighbour, go to law before the 

unrighteous, and not before the saints? Or know ye not that the saints shall judge 
the world? and if the world is judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest 
matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more, things thal 
pertain to this life? If then ye have to judge things pertaining to this life, do ye 

5 set them to judge who arc of no account in the church? I say this to move you to 
shame. Is it so, that there cannot be found among you one wise man, who shall 
be able to decide between his brethren, but brother gocth to law with brother, and 
that before unbelievers? Nay, already it is altogether a defect in you, that ye have 
lawsuits one with another. Why not rather take wrong? why not rather be de
frauded? Nay, but ye yourselves do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren. 

9 Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 

iv 
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi

nate, nor abusers of themselves with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
11 nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were 

some of you: but ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God. All things arc 
lawful for me; but not all things arc expedient. All things are lawful for me; but 
I will not be brought under the power of any. Meats for the belly, and the belly 
for meats: but God shall bring to nought both it and them. But the body is not for 
fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body: and God both raised 

r5 the Lord, and will raise up us through his power. Know ye not that your bodies 
are members of Christ? shall I then take away the members of Christ, and make 
them mem bcrs of a harlot? God forbid. Or know ye not that he that is joined to a 
harlot is one body? for, The twain, saith he, shall become one flesh. But he that 
is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth 
is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own 
body. Or know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
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you, which ye have from God? and ye are not your own; for ye ·were bought with 20 

a price: glorify God therefore in your body. 

II. i 
Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote. It is good for a man.not to touch 7 

a woman. But, because of fornications, let each man have his own wife, and let 
each woman ha\·e her own husband. Let the husband render unto the wife her 
due: and likewise also the wife unto the husband. The wife hath not power over 
her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power 
o\·er his own' body, but the wife. Defraud ye not one the other, except it be by 5 
consent for a season, that ye may give yourseh·es tmto prayer, and may be together 
again, that Satan tempt you not because of your incontinency. But this I say by 
way of pem1ission, not of commandment. Yet I would that all men were even as 
I myself. Howbeit each man hath his own gift from God, one after this manner, 
and another after that. 

But I say to the unmarried and to widows, It is good for them if they abide even a 
as I. But if they have not continency, let them marry: for it is better to marry 
than to bum. But unto the married I l(ive charge, yea not I, but the Lord, Thal 
the wife depart not from her husband (but and if she depart, let her remain un
married, or else be reconciled to her husband); and that the husband lea\c not his 
wife. But to the rest s:iy I, not the Lord: If any brother hath an unbelie\·ing wife, 12 
and she is content to dwell with him, let him not lea,·e her. And the W<Jman which 
hath an unhelie,·ing husband, and he is content to dwell with her, let her not leave 
her husband. For the unbelie,·ing husband is sanctified in the wife, and the unhc
lie,·ing wife is sanctified in the brother: else were your children unclean; but now 
are they holy. Yet if the unbelieving dcpartcth, kl him depart: the bro1.her orrs 
the sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us in peace. For 
how knowest thou, 0 wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how kno\l·cst 
thou, 0 husband, whether thou shalt save thy wife? Only, as the Lord hath dis
tributed to each man, as God hath called each, so let him walk. And so ordain 
I in all the churches. Was any man called being circumcised> let him not become 18 
uncircumcised. Hath any been called in uncircumcision? let him not be circum
cised. Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing; but the keeping 
of the mmmandments of God. Let each man abide in that calling wherein he 
was call('d. Wast thou called being a bondservant? care not for il: but if thou 
canst become free, use it rather. Fc)r he that was called in the Lord, being a bond- 22 

serrnnt, is the Lord's freedman: likewise he that was called, being free, is Christ's 
bondserrnnt. Ye were bought with a price; become not bondservants of men. 
Brethren, let each man, wherein he was called, therein abide with God. 

Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: but I give my25 
judgement, a> one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful. I think 
therefore that this is good by reason of the present distress, namely, that it is good 
for a man lo be as he is. Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art 
thou loosed from a wife> seek not a wife. But and if thou marry, thou hast not 28 
sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Yet such shall have tribulation 
in the flesh: and I would spare you. But this I say, brethren, the time is shortened, 
that henceforth both those that have wives may be as though they had none; and 
those that weep, as though they wept not; and those that rejoice, as though they 
rejoiced not; and those that buy, as though they possessed not; and tllose that 31 
use the world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. But 
I would have you to be free from cares. He that is unmarried is careful for the 
things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord: but he that is married is careful 
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34 for the things of the world, how he may please his wife. And there is a difference 
also between the wife and the virgin. She that is unmarried is careful for the things 
of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: hut she that is married 
is careful for the things of the world, how she may please her husband. And this 
I say for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which 

36 is seemly, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction. But if any 
man thinketh that he bebaveth himself unseemly toward bis viq~in daughter, if she 
be past the flower of her age, and if need so rcquireth, let him do what be will; be 
sinncth not; let them marry. But he that standcth stedfast in his heart, having 
no necessity, but hath power as touching his own will, and hath determined this 

38 in his own heart, to keep his own virgin daughter, shall do well. So then both he 
that giveth his own virgin daughter in marriage doeth well; and he that giveth 
her not in marriage shall do better. A wife is bound for so long time as her husband 
liveth; hut if the husband be dead, she is free to be married to whom she will; only 

40 in the Lord. But she is happier if she abide as she is, after my judgement: and I 
think that I also have the Spirit of God. 

ii 

8 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but love edificth. If any man thinketh that he knoweth 
any thing, he knowcth not yet as he ought to know; but if any man loveth God, the 
same is known of him. Concerning therefore the eating of things sacrificed to idols, 
we know that no idol is anything in the world, and that there is no God but one. 

s For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven. or on earth; as thrrc 
are gods many, and lords many; yet to us there is one God, the Father, of whom 
arc all things, and we unto him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things, and we through him. Howbeit in all men there is not that knowledge: 
but some, being used until how to the idol, cat as of a thing sacrificed to an idol; 

8 and their conscience being weak is defiled. But meat will not commend us to God: 
neither, if we eat not, arc we the worse; nor, if we eat, are we the better. But take 
heed kst by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblinghlock to the weak. 
For if a man sec thee which hast knowledge sitting at meat in an idol's temple, will 
not his conscience, if he is weak, be emboldened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 

11 For through thy knowledge he that is weak perisheth, the brother for whose sake 
Christ died. And thus, sinning against the brethren, and wounding their con 
science when it is weak, ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat maketh my 
brother to stumble, I will eat no flesh for evennore, that I make not my brother 
lo stumble. 

9 Am I not free? am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are not 
ye my work in the Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you: 
for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. l\ly defence to them that exam
ine me is this. Have we no right to cat and to drink? Have we no right to lead 
about a wife that is a believer, even as the rest of the apostles, and the brethren of 

6 the Lord, and Cephas? Or I only and Barnabas, have we not a right to forbear 
working? What soldier e\·cr serveth at his own charges? who planteth a vine
yard, and eateth not the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of 
the milk of the flock? Do I speak these things after the manner of rrcn? or saith 

9 not the law al50 the same? For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou slzalt 1101 

muzzle the ox when he trcadclh out the corn. Is it for the oxen that God careth, or 
saith he it altogether for our sake? Yea, for our sake it was written: because he 
that ploweth ought to plow in hope, and he that thresheth, to thresh in hope of par-

II taking. If we sowed unto you spiritual things, is it a great matter if we shall reap 
your carnal things? If others partake of this right over you, do not we yet more? 
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Nevertheless we did not use this right; but we bear all things, that we may cause 
no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. Know ye not that. they which minister about 13 
sacred things eat of the things of the temple, and they which wait upon the altar 
have their portion with the altar? Even so did the Lord ordain that they which 
proclaim the gospel should live of the gospel. But I have used none of these things: 
and I write not these thin11:s that it may be so done in my case: Lir it were 12:ood for 
me rather to die, than that any man should make my gloryin11: void. For if I preach 16 
the gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon me; for woe is unto 
me, if I preach not the gospel. For if I do this of mine own will, I have a reward: 
but if not of mine own will, I have a stewardship intrusted lo ire. \\'liat then is 
my re\\·ard? That, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel without charge, 
so as not to use to the full my right in the gospel. For though I was free from all 
men, I brought myself under bondage to all, that I might gain the more. And to 20 

the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain Jews; to them that are under the 
law, as under the law, not being myself under the law, that I might gain them that 
are under the law; to them that are without law, as without law, not being without 
law to God, but under.law to Christ, that I might gain them that are without law. 
To the weak I became weak, that I might gain the weak: I am become all things to 22 

all men, that I may by all means save some. And I do all things for the gospel's 
sake, that I may be a joint partaker thereof. Know ye not that they which run in a 
race run all, but one receiveth the prize? Even so run, that ye may attain. And 
en·ry man that striveth in the games is temperate in all things. Now they do it 
to receive a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, as 26 

not uncertainly; so fight I, as not beating the air: but I buffet my body, and bring 
it into bondage: lest by any means, after that I have preached to others, I myself 
should be rejected. 

For I would not, brethren, have you ignorant, how that our fathers were all under 10 
the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto ?.loses in 
the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink 
the same spiritual drink: for they drank of a spiritual rock that followed them: 
and the rock was Christ. Howbeit with most of them God was not well pleased: 
for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things were our examples. 6 
to the intent we should not Lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be 
ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The prople sat down to eat and 
dri11k, and rose up lo play. Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them 
committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempi 9 
the Lord, as some of them tempted, and perished by the serpents. Neither mur
mur ye, as some of them murmured, and perished by the destroyer. Now these 
things happened unto them by way of example; and they were written for our ad
monition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come. Wherefore let him that think· 12 

eth he standeth lake heed lest he fall. There hath no temptation taken you but such 
as man can hear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye 
may be able to endure it. 

\Vherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. I speak as to wise men; judge ye 14 
what I say. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a communion of the blood of 
Christ' The hread which we break, is it not a communion of the body of Christ? 
seeing that we, who are many, are one bread, one body: for we all partake of the one 
h~ead .. Behold Israel after the flesh: have not they which eat the sacrifices commu
mon with the altar? What say I then? that a thing sacrificed lo idols is any thing, 19 
or that an idol is any thing? But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, 
t~ey sa~rifice l_o devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have commu
mon w1Lh devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye 
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cannot partake of the table of the Lord, and of the table of devils. Or do we provoke 
23 the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he? All things are lawful; but all things 

arc not expedient. All things are lawful; but all things edify not. Let no man seek 
his own, but each his neighbour's good. Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, eat, 
asking no question for conscience sake; for the earth is the Lord's, and the /ulncss 
thereof. If one of them that believe not biddeth you to a feast, and ye are disposed to 

28 go; whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question for conscience sake. But 
if any man say unto you, This hath been olTered in sacrifice, eat not, for his sake that 
shewed it, and for conscience sake: conscience, I say, not thine own, but the other's; 
for why is my liberty judged by another conscience? If I by grace partake, why 
am I evil spoken of for that for which l give thanks? Whether therefore ye eat, or 

32 clrink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. Give no occasion of stumbling, 
either to Jews, or to Greeks, or to the church of God: even as I also please all men in 
all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be 

11 saved. Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

iii 

2 , Now I praise you that ye remember me in all things, and hold fast the traditions, 
even as I delivered them to you. But I would have you know that the head of every 
man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 
Every man praying or prophesying, having his head co\·ered, dishonoureth his hear!. 

s But every woman praying or prophesying with her head unveiled dishonoureth her 
head: for it is one and the same thing as if she were sha\·en. For if a woman is not 
veiled, let her also be shorn; but if it is a shame to a woman to be shorn or shaven, 
let her be veiled. For a man indeed ought not to have his head veiled, forasmuch 
as he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of the man. For the 

9 man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man: for neither was the rr.an created 
for the woman; but the woman for the man: for this cause ought the woman to have 
a sipi of authority on her head, because of the angels. Howbeit neither is the woman 
without the man, nor the man without the woman, in the Lord. For as the woman is 
of the man, so is the man also by the woman; but all things are of God. Judge ye in 

14 yourselves: is it seemly that a woman pray unto God unveiled? Doth not even nature 
itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a dishonour to him? But if a 
woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering. 
But if any man seemeth to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the 
churches of God. 

17 But in giving you this charge, I praise you not, that ye come together not for the 
better but for the worse. For first of all, when ye come together in the church, 
I hear that divisions exist among you; anrl I partly believe it. For there must be also 
heresies among you, that they which arc approved may be made manifest among you. 

eo When therefore ye assem hie yourselves together, it is not possible to eat the Lord's 
supper: for in your eating each one taketh before other his own supper; and one is 
hungry, and another is drunken. What) have ye ~ot houses to eat and to drink in? 
or despise ye the church of God, and put them to shame that have not? ""hat shall 

'3 I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not. For I received of the 
Lord that which also I delivered unto you, how that the Lord Jesus in the night in 
which he was betrayed took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
said, This is my body, which is /or you: this do in remembrance o/ me. In like manner 
also the cup, after supper, saying, This cup is the new co·venant in my blood: this do, 

26 as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death till he come. Wherefore whosoever shall 
eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and 
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the blood of the Lord. But let a man prove himself, and so let him eat of the bread, 
and drink of the cup. For he that eateth and drinketh, eatelh and drinketh judge- 29 
ment unto himself, if he discern not the body. For this cause many among you are 
weak and sickly, and not a few sleep. But if we discerned ourselves, we should not 
be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we may not 
be condemned with the world. Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to 33 
eat, wait one for another. If any man is hungry, let him eat at home; that your com
ing together be not unto judgement. And the rest will I set in order whensoever I 
.:on1e. 

iv 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye 12 
know that when ye were Gentiles ye were led away unto those dumb idols, howsoever 
ye might be led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking in the 
Spirit of God saith, Jesus is anathema; and no man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the 
Holy Spirit. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are 4 
diversities of ministrations, and the same Lord. And there are diversities of work
ings, but the same God, who worketh all things in all. But to each one is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit to profit withal. For to one is given through the Spirit .i-ie 
word of wisdom; and to another the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit: 
to another faith, in the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healings, in the one Spirit; 9 
and to another wcrkings of miracles; and to another prophecy; and to another dis
cemings of spirits: to another divers kinds of tongues; apd to a.nother ·the interpre
tation of tongues: but all these worketh the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each 
one sew rail y even as he wiil. 

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of the body. 12 

being many, are one body; so also is Christ. For in one Spirit were we all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall 
say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; it is not therefore not of the 
body. And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; it is ra 
not therefore not of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? 
If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But now hath God set the mem
bers each one of them in the body, even as it pleased him. And if they were all one 
member, where were the body? But now they are many members, but one body. 20 

And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee: or again the head 
to the feet, I ha\•e no need of you. Nay, much rather, those members of the body 
which seem to be more feeble are necessary: and those pocts of the body, which we 
think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our 
uncomely parts have more abundant ccmeliness; whereas our comely parts have 24 
no need: but God tempered the body together, giving more abundant honour to 
that part which lacked; that there should be no schism in the body; but that the 
members should have the same care one for another. And whether one member 
suffereth, all the members suffer with it; or one member is honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it. ;\'ow ye are the body of Christ, and severally members thereof. And 27 
God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, divers kinds of tongues. 
Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 
ha\'e all gifts of healings? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But desire 
earnest!~ the greater gifts. An<l a still more excellent way shew I unto you. If I 13 
speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding 
?rass, or a clanging cymbal. And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all myster-
ies and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not 
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Jove, I am nothing. And if I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my 
4 body to be burned, but have not love, it profiteth me nothing. Love suITereth long, 

and is kind; love envieth not; lo\'e Yaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh not account of 
evil; rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but rejoiceth with the truth; beareth all things, 

B believeth all things, hopcth all things, endureth all things. Love never failcth: 
but whether there be prophecies, they shall be done away; whether there be tongues, 
they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall be done away. For we know 
in part, and we prophesy in part: but when that which is perfect is come, that which 

II is in part shall be done away. \\'hen I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, 
I thought as a child: now that I am become a man, I have put away childish things. 
For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; bul 
then shall I know even as also I have been known. But now abideth faith, hope, Joye, 
these three; and the greatest of these is Jove. 

14 Follow after love; yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may 
prophesy. For he that spcaketh in a tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God; 
for no man understandeth; but in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. But he that 
prophesieth speaketh unto men edification, and comfort, and consolation. He that 
sppketh in a tongue edilieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. 

5 Now I would have you all speak with tongues, but rather that ye should prophesy: 
and greater is he that prophesieth than he that spcaketh with tongues, except he inter
pret, that the church may receive edifying. But now, brethren, if I come unto you 
speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, unless I speak to you either by way 

7 of revelation, or of knowledge, or of prophesying, or of teaching? Even things with
out life, giving a rnice,. whether pipe or harp, if they give not a distinction in the sounds, 
how shall it be known what is piped or harped? For if the trumpet give an uncertain 
voice, who shall prepare himself for war? So also ye, unless ye utter by the tongue 
speech easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye will be 

io speaking into the air. There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, 
and no kind is without signification. If then I know not the rr.eaning of the voice, 
I shall be to him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speakcth \Yill be a barbarian 
unto me. So also ye, since ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may abounJ 
unto the edifying of the church. \\'herefore let him that spcaketh in a tongue prav 

'4 that he may interpret. For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my under
standing is unfruitful. What is it then) I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray 
with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the under
standing also. Else if thou bless wit:1 the spirit, how shall he that filleth the place of 
the unlearned say the Am1:n at thy giving of thanks, seeing he knoweth not what thou 

18 sayest? For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified. I thank God, 
I speak with tongues more than you all; howbeit in the church I had rather speak fi,·e 
words with my understanding, that I might instruct others also, than ten thousand 
words in a tongue. Brethren, be not children in mind: howbeit in malice be ye babes, 

21 but in mind be men. In the la,,· it is written, By men of strange tongues and by tire 
lips of strangers will I speak unto this people; and not ei·en t1111s will they !rear me, sait/J 
tire Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that belieYe, but to the unbe
lieving: but prophesying is for a sign, not to the unbelie,·ing, but to them that bclie,·e. 

23 If therefore the whole church be assembled together, and all speak ,,·ith tongues, and 
there come in men unlearned or unbelie,·ing, \Yill they not say that ye are mad? 
But if all prophesy, and there come in one unbelieving or unlearned, he is rcproYCd by 
all, he is judged by all; the secrets of his heart arc made manifest; and so he will fall 
down on his face and worship God, declaring that God is among you indeed. 

26 What is it then, brethren? When ye come together, each one hath a psalm, hath 
a teaching, hath a revelation, hath a tongue, hath an interpretation. Let all things be 
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done unto edifying. If any man speaketh in a tongue, let it be by two, or at the most 
three, and that in turn; and let one interpret: but if there be no interpreter, let him 
keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God. And let the 29 
prophets speak by two or three, and let the others discern. But if a revelation be made 
to another sitting by, let the first keep silence. For ye all can prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn, and all may be comforted; and the spirits of the prophets are sub
ject to the prophcb; for God is not a God of confusion, but of peace; as in all the 
churches of the saints. Let the women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 34 
permitted unto them to speak; but let them be in subjection, as also saith the law. 
And if they would learn any thing, let them ask their own husbands at hon:e: for it is 
shameful for a woman to speak in the church. What? was it from you that the word 
of God went forth? or came it unto you alone? If any man thinketh himself to be a 37 
prophet, or spiritual, !el him take knowledge of the things which I write )mto you, 
that they are the commandment of the Lord. But if any man is ignorant, let him be 
ignorant. Wherefore, my brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and forbid not to 
speak with tongues. But let all things be done decently and in order. 4o 

v 

Now I make known unto you, brethren, the gospel which I preached unto you, 15 
which also ye recei\'ed, wherein also ye stand, by which also ye are saved; I make 
known, I say, in what words I preached it unto you, if ye hold it fast, except ye be
lie,·ed in \'ain. For I deli\•ered unto you first of all that which also I received, how that 3 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that 
he hath been raised on the third day according to the scriptures; and that he appeared 
to Cephas; then to the tweh·e; then he appeared to abO\·e five hundred brethren at 
once, of whom the greater part remain until now, but son~e arc fallen asleep; then he 
appeared to James; then to all the apostles; and last of all, as unto one born out of 8 
due time, he appeared to me also. For I am the least of the apostles, that am not 
meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I arn what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon n-e was not 
found min; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me. \Yhether then it be I or they, so we preach, and so ye be
lic,·ed. Now if Christ is preached that he hath been raised from the dead, how say 12 

some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resur
rection of the dead, neither hath Christ been raised: and if Christ hath not been 
rai<cd, then is our preaching vain, your faith also is vain. Yea, and we are found 
false witnesses of God; bec;.use we witnessed of God that he raised up Christ: whom 
he raised not up, if so be that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, 16 
neither hath Christ been raised: and if Christ hath not lJeen raised, your faith is vain; 
ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
If in tliis life only we ha,·e hoped in Christ, we are of all men most pitiable. 

But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of them that are 20 

asleep. For since bv man came death by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made ali\'e. But each 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; then they that are Christ's, at his coming. 
Then cometh the end, when he shall deliver up the kingdom to God, e\'en the Father; 
wl_icn h~ shall ha\·e abolished all rule and all authority and power. For he must 25 
rc11,,'ll, till he hath put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall 
be abolished is death. For, lle put all things in subjection under his /eel: but when 
he ~aith, All :hings arc put in subjection, it is evident that he is excepted who did 
subiect all things unto him. 'And when all things have been subjected unto him, 28 
then shall tht! Son also himself be subjected to him that did subject all things unto 
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him, that God may be all in all. Else what shall they do which are baptized for the 
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them? why 

jl do we also stand in jeopardy every hour? I protest by that glorying in you, breth
ren, which I have in Christ Jesus our :Cord, I die daily. If after the manner of men 
I fought with beasts at Ephesus, what doth it profit me? If the dead are not raised, 
let us cat and drink, for to-morrow we die. Be not deceived: evil company doth 
corrupt good manners. Awake up righteously, and sin not; for some have no 
knowledge of God: I speak this to move you to shame. 

35 But some one will say, How arc the dead raised? and with what manner of body 
do they come? Thou foolish one, that which thou thyself sowest is not quickened, 
except it die: and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not the body that shall be, 
hut a hare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other kind; but God giveth 
it a body even as it pleased him, and to each seed a body of its own. All flesh is 
not the same flesh: but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, and 

4o another flesh of birds, and another of fishes. There are also celestial bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the 
terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differeth from another star 

42 in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; 
it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown 
in weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So also it is written, 
The first man Adam became a living so•Jl: the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

46 Howbeit that is not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; then that 
which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is of 
heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, 
such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, 

50 we shall also bear the image of the hea vcnly. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit in
corruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumiJct shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 

53 changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality. But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, where is thy victory? 0 
death, where is thy sting? The sting of death is sin; and the power of sin is the 

57 law: but thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stcdfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the \\"ork of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not vain in the Lord. 

l6 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I gave order to the churches of 
Galatia, so also do ye. Upon the first day of the week let each one of you lay by him 
in store, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come. And when 
I arrive, whomsoever ye shall approve by letters, them will I senc:! to carry your 
bounty unto Jerusalem: and if it be meet for me to go also, they shall go with me. 

;, But I will come unto you, when I shall have passed through Macedonia; for I do 
pass through :VIacedonia; but with you it may be that I shall abide, or even winter, 
that ye may set me forward on my journey whithersoevcr I go. For I do not wish 
to see you now by the way; for I hope to tarry a while with you, if the Lord per
mit. But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost; for a great door and effectual 
is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries. • 

10 Now if Timothy come, sec that he be with you without fear; for he worketh 
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the work of the Lord, as I also do: let no man therefore despise him. But set him n 
forward on his journey in peace, that he may come unto me: for I expect him with 
the brethren. But as touching Apollos the brother, I besought him much to come 
unto you with the brethren: and it was not at all his will to come now; but he will 
come when he shall have opportunity. 

Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let all that 13 
re do be done in lo\·e. 
· Now I beseech you, brethren (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first
fruits of Achaia, and that they have set themselves to minister unto the saints), 
that ye also be in subjection unto such, and to every one that helpeth in the work 
and !aboureth. And I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and 17 
Achaicus: for that which was lacking o~ your part they supplied. For they refreshed 
my spirit and yours: acknowledge ye therefore them that are such. 

The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Prisca salute you much in the 
Lord, with the church that is in their house. All the brethren salute you. Salute 
one another with a holy kiss. 

The sahttatio11 of me Paul with mine own hand. If any man loveth 21 

not the Lord, let him be anathema. Maran at/ta. The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

The Acts of the Apostles continued 

VIII 

PROVIDENTIAL CIRCUMSTANCE BRINGING THE APOSTLE OF THE 
GENTILES TO ROME 

I. - PAUL TUR...'IS HIS THOUGHTS TO ROME 19 

Now after these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had 21 

rassed through :'.\facedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been 
there, I must also see Rome. And having sent into Macedonia two of them that 
ministered unto him, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while. 

And about that time there arose no small stir concerning the \\'ay. For a cer- 23 
tain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines of Diana, 
brought no little bu>iincss unto the craftsmen; whom he gathered together; with 
the workmen of like occupation, and said: Sirs, ye know that by this business we 
have our wealth. And ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost 26 
throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying 
that they he no gods, which arc made with hands: and not only is there danger that 
this our trade come into disrepute; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana 
be made of no account, and that she should even be dep'.·scd from her magnificence, 
whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. And when they heard this, they were 28 
filled with wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. And the 
city was filled with the confusion: and they rushed with one accord into the theatre, 
having seized Gaius and Aristarchus, men of :'.\laccdonia, Paul's companions in travel. 
And when Paul was minded to enter in unto the people, the disciples su!Tercd him 
rot. And certain also of the chief officers of Asia, being his friends, sent unto him, 31 
and besought him not to adventure himself into the theatre. Some therefore cried 
one thin!(, and some another: for the assembly was in confusion; and the more part 
knew not wherefore they were come together. And they brought Alexander out of 
the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the 
hand, and would have made a defence unto the people. But when they perceived 34 
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that he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of two hours cried out Great 
35 is Diana of the Ephesians. And when the townclerk had quieted the muititude, 

he saith: Ye men of Ephesus, what man is there who knoweth not how that the 
city of the Ephesians is temple-keeper of the great.Diana, and of the image which 
fell down from Jupiter? Seeing then that these things cannot be gainsaid, ye ought 
to be quiet, and to do nothing rash. For ye have brought hither these men, which 

3a are neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of our goddess. If therefore Deme
trius, and the craftsmen that are with him, have a matter against any man, the courts 
are open, and there are proconsuls: let them accuse one another. But if ye seek 
any thing about other matters, it shall be settled in the regular assembly. For in
deed we are in danger to be accused concerning this day's riot, there being no cause 
for it: and as touching it we shall not be able to give account of this concourse. 
And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly. 

20 And after the uproar was ceased; Paul having sent for the disciples and exhorted 

1 

them, took leave of them, and departed for to go into Macedonia. 
[Continued, page u8o. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS 

Paul, An Apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God: And Timothy 
our Brother: Unto :he Church of God which is at Corinth: with all the 
Saints which are in the whole of Jfchaia: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our affiiction, that we may be able 
to comfort them that are in any affiiction, through the comfort wherewith we our
selves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound unto us, even 

6 so our comfort also aboundeth through Christ. But whether we be afflicted, it is 
for your comfort and salvation; or whether we be comforted, it is for your comfort, 
which worketh in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: 
and our hope for you is stedfast; knowing that, as ye are partakers of the sufTer-

8 ings, so also are ye of the comfort. For we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning our affiiction which befell us in Asia, that we were weighed down ex
ceedingly, beyond our power, insomuch that we despaired c;ven of life: yea, we 
ourselves have had the answer of death within ourselves, that we should not trust 

10 in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: who delivered us out of so great 
a death, and will deliver: on whom we have set our hope that be will also still deliver 
us; ye also helping together on our behalf by your supplication; that, for the gift 
bestowed upon us by means of many, thanks may be given by many persons on 

12 our behalf. For our glorying is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in holiness 
and sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we behaved 
ourselves in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. For we write no~e 
other things unto you, than what ye read or even acknowledge, and I hope ye Will 
acknowledge unto the end: as also ye did acknowledge us in part, that we are your 
glorying, even as ye also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus. . 

15 And in this confidence I was minded to come before unto you, that ye might have 
a second benefit; and by you to pass into Macedonia, and again from i\'Iacedn~ia to 
come unto you, and of you to be set forward on my journey unto Judrea. Wnen I 
therefore was thus minded, did I shew fickleness? or the things that I purpose, do 
I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be the yea yea and the 

18 nay nay? But as God is faithful, ~ur word toward you is not yea and nay. For 
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the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and 
Silvanus and Timothy, was not yea and nay, but in him is yea. For how many 20 

soe,·er be the promises of God, in him is the yea: wherefore also through him is the 
Arr.en, unto the glory of God through us. Now he that stablisheth us with you 
in Christ, and anointed us, is God; who also sealed us, and gave us the earnest of 
the Spirit in our hearts. But I call God for a witness upon my soul,•that to spare 
you I forbare to come unto Corinth. Not that we have lordship over your faith, but 
are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand. But I determined this for myself, 2 
that I would not come again to you with sorrow. For if I make you sorry, who then 
is he that maketh me glad, but he that is made sorry by me? And I wrote this very 
thing, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to re
_ioicc; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all. For out of 4 
much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye 
should be made sorry, but that ye might know the love which I have more abundantly 
unto you. But if any hath caused sorrow, he hath caused sorrow, not to me, but 
in pan (that I press not too hea,;ly) to you all. Sufficient to such a one is this pun-6 
ishment which was inflicted by the many; so that contrariwise ye should rather for
giw him and comfort him, lest by any means such a one should be swallowed up 
with his overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you to confirm your love toward 
him. For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether 
ye are obedient in all things. But to whom ye forgive anything, I forgive also: 10 

lor what I also ha,·e forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, for your sakes have I 
forgiwn it in the person of Christ; that n.o advantage may be gained over us by 
Satan: for we are not ignorant of his devices. 

Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ, and whEn a door was opened 12 

unto me in the Lord, I had no relief for my spirit, because I found not Titus my 
brother: but taking my leave of them, I went forth into Macedonia. But thanks 
he unto God, which always leadeth us in triumph in Christ, and .maketh manifest 
through us the savour of his knowledge in every place. For we are a sweet sarnur 15 
of Christ unto God, in them that are being saved, and in them that are perishing; 
to the one a savour from death unto death; to the other a savour from life unto 
life. ..\nd who is sufficient for these things? For we are not as the many, corrupt
ing the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak 
we in Christ. 

Are we beginning again to commend ourselves? or need we, as do some, epistles 3 
of commendation to you or from you? Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, 
known and read of all men; being made manifest that ye are an epistle of Christ, 
ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in 
tables of stone, but in tables that arc hearts of flesh. And such confidence have we 4 
through Christ to God-ward: not that we are sufficient of ourselves, to account 
anything as from ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God; who also made us 
sufficient as ministers of a new covenant; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the 
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of death, written, 7 
and en!!:faven on stones, came with glory, so that the children of Israel could not 
lnok stedfastly upon the face of :'\foscs for the glory of his face; which glory was 
passing away: how shall not rather the ministration of the spirit be with glory~ 
For if the ministration of condemnation is glory, much rather doth the ministration 9 
of righteousness exceed in glory. For verily that which hath been made glorious 
hath not been made glorious in this respect, by reason of the glory that surpa~seth. 
For if that which passeth away was with glory, much more that which remameth 
is in glory. Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness of speech, and arc 12 

not as Moses, who put a veil upon his face, that the children of Israel should not 
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look stedfastly on the end of that which was passing away: but their minds were 
hardened: for until this very day at the reading of the old c::-venant the same veil 

15 remaineth unlifted; wliich veil is done away in Christ. But unto this day, when
soever ~'doses is read, a veil Iieth upon their heart. But whensoever it shall turn to 
the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit 
of the Lord i~ there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face reflecting as a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same image from glory to glory, 

4 even as from the Lord the Spirit. Therefore seeing we have this ministry, even as 
we obtained mercy, we faint not: but we have renounced the hidden things of 
shame, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by 
the manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in 
the sight of Goel. (But and if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them that are per-

4 ishing: in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, 
that the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
not dawn upon them.) For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. Seeing it is God, that said, Light shall 
shine out of darkness, who shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the 
power may he of God, and not from_ ourse!Yes; we are pressed on every side, yet 
not straitened; perplexed, yet not unto despair; pursued, yet not forsaken; smitten 
down, yet not destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that 
the life also of Jesus may be manifested.in our body. For we which live are alway 
delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested 

12 in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. But having 
the same spirit of faith, according to that which is written, I believed, and therefore 
did I speak, we also believe, and therefore also we speak; knowing that he which 
raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also with Jesus, and shall present us with 
you. For all things are for your sakes, that the grace, being multiplied through the 

16 many, may cause the thanksgiving to abound unto the glory of God. Wherefore 
we faint not; but though our outward man is decaying, yet our inward man is re
newed day by d:iy. For our light at1liction, which is for the moment, worketh for us 
more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which arc not seen: for the things which are 

5 seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. For we know that 
if the earthly house of our tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building from God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens. For verily in this we groan, 
longing to be clothed upon with our habitation which is from heaven: if so be that 
being clothed we shall not be found naked. For indeed we that are in this taber
nacle do groan, being burdened; not for that we would be unclothed, but that we 

s would be clothed upon, that what is mortal may be swallowed up of life. Now 
he that wrought us for this very thing is God, who gave unto us the earnest of the 
Spirit. Being therefore always of good courage, and knowing that, whilst we are 
at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord (for we walk by faith, nol by 
sight); we are of good courage, I say, and are willing rather to be absent from the 
body, and to be at home with the Lord. 

9 Wherefore also we make it our aim, whether at home or absent, to be well-pleas-
ing unto him. For we must all be made manifest before the judgement-seat of 
Christ; that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, 
we persuade men, but we are made manifest unto God; and I hope that we are 

12 made manifest also in your consciences. We are not again commending ourselves 
unto you, but speak as giving you occasion of glorying on our behalf, that ye may 
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haw wherewith to answer them that glory in appearance, and not in heart. For 
whether we are beside ourselves, it is unto God; or whether we are of sober mind, 
it is unto you. For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that 14 
one died for all, therefore all died; and he died for all, that they which live should 
no longer li\•e unto themselves, but unto him who for their sakes died and rose again. 
Wherefore we henceforth know no man after the flesh: even though we have known 
Christ after the flesh, yet now we know him so no more. Wherefore if any man 
is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, they arc 
become new. But all things are of God, who reconciled us to himself through 18 
Christ, and gave unto us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not reckoning unto them their trespasses, 
and having committed unto us the word of reconciliation. We are ambassadors 
therefore on behalf of Christ, as though God were intreating by us: we beseech you 
on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God. Him who knew no sin be made to be 
sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him. And 6 
w0rking together with him we intreat also that ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain (for he saith, At an acceptable time I hearkened unto thee, and in a day of salva
tio,i did I succour thee: behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day 
of sah·ation): giving no occasion of stumbling in anything, that our ministration be 
not blamed; but in everything commending ourselves, as ministers of God, in much 4 
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, 
in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in lastings; in pureness, in knowledge, in long
suffering, in kindness, in the Holy Ghost, in love unfeigned, in the word of truth, 
in the power of God; by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the 
left, by glory and dishonour, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet 8 
true; as unknown, and yet we!! known; as dying, and behold, we live; as chast
ened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. , 

Our mouth is open unto you, 0 Corinthians, our heart is enlarged. Ye are not 11 

straitened in us, but ye arc straitened in your own affections. Now for a recom
pense in like kind (I speak as unto my children), be ye also enlarged. Be not un
equally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? 
or what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ 15 
with Belia!? or what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever? And what agree
ment hath a temple of God with idols? for we arc a temple of the living God; even 
as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. Wherefore - 17 

saith the Lord, 

Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, 

And touch no unclean thing; 
And I will receive you, 
And will be lo you a Father, 
And ye shall be to me sons and daughters, -

saith the Lord Almighty. Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 7 
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. Open your hearts to us: we wronged no man, we corrupted no man, we took 2 

advantage of no man. I say it not to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye 
are in our hearts to die together and live together. Great is my boldness of speech 
toward you, great is my glorying on your behalf: I am filled with comfort, I over· 
flow with joy in all our afiliction. 
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:, For even when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no relief, but we 
were afflicted on every side; without were fightings, within were fears. Never
theless he tha~ comf<_>rteth the lowly, even God, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 
and not by his commg only, but also by the comfort wherewith he was comforted 
in you, while he told us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that 

8 I rejoiced yet more. For though I made you sorry with my epistle, I do not regret 
it, though I did regret; for I see that that epistle made you sorry, though but for 
a season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye were made sorry 
unto repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly sort, that ye might suffer 

to loss by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation, a 
repentance which bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 
For behold, this selfsame thing, that ye were made sorry after a godly sort, what 
earnest care it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what incligna
tion, yea, what fear, yea, what longing, yea, what zeal, yea, what avenging!~ In 

12 everything ye approved yourselves to be pure in the matter. So although I wrote 
unto you, I wrote not for his cause that did the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered 
the wrong, but that your earnest cart> for us might be made manifest unto you in 
the sight of God. Therefore we have been comforted: and in our comfort we joyed 
the more exceedingly for the joy of Titus, because his spirit hath been refreshed 

14 by you all. For if in anything I have gloried to him on your behalf, I was not put 
to shame; but as we spake all things to you in truth, so our glorying also, which I 
made before Titus, was found to be truth. And his inward afTection is more abun
dantly toward you, whilst he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear 
and trembling ye received him. I rejoice that in everything I am of good courage 
concerning you. 

8 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God which hath been 
given in the churches oL\facedonia; how that in much proof of afiliction the abun
dance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberal
ity. For according to their power, I bear witness, yea and beyond their power, 
they gave of their own accord, beseeching us with much intreaty in regard of this 

5 grace and the fellowship in the ministering to the saints: and this, not as we had 
hoped, but first they gave their own selves to "the Lord, and to us by the will of God. 
Insomuch that we exhorted Titus, that as he had made a beg'inning before, so he 
would also complete in you this grace also. llut as ye abound in e\·crything, in 
faith, and utterance, and knowledge, ancl in all earnestness, and in your love to us, 

a see that ye abound in this grace also. I speak not by way of commandment, but 
as proving througl~ the earnestness of others the sincerity also of your 101·e. For 
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might become rich. And herein 
I give my judgement: for this is expedient for you, who were the first to make a 

11 beginning a year ago, not only to do, but also to will. But now complete the doing 
also; that as there was the reacliness to will, so there may be the completion also out 
of your ability. For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according as a man 
hath, not according as he hath not. For I say not this, that others may be cased, 

q and ye distressed: but by equality; your abundance being a supply at this present 
time for their want, that their abundance also may become a supply for your want; 
that there may be equality: as it is written, He that gathered much lrnd nothing over; 
and he that gathered little had no lack. But thanks be to God, which putteth the 
same earnest care for you into the heart of Titus. For indeed he accepted our ex
hortation; but being himself very earnest, he went forth unto you of his own accord. 

18 And we have sent together with him the brother whose praise in the gospel is spread 
through all the churches; and not only so, but who was also appointed by the 
churches to travel with us in the matter of this grace, which is ministered by us to 
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the glory of the Lord, and to shew our readiness: avoiding this, that any man should 
hlame us in the matter of this bounty which is ministered by us: for we take thought 
for things honourable, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 
And we ha\'C sent with them our brother, whom we have many times proved earnest 22 

in many things, but now much more earnest, by reason of the great confidence which 
he hath in you. Whether any inquire about Titus, he is my partner and my fellow
worker to you-ward; or our brethren, they are the messengers of the churches, 
they are the glory of Christ. Shew ye therefore unto them in the face of the churches 
the proof of your Jo\'e, and of our glorying on your behalf. 

For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to 9 
you: for I know your readiness, of which I glory on your behalf to them of Mace
donia, that Achaia bath been prepared for a year past; and your zea 1 hath stirred 
very many of them. But I ha1•e sent the brethren, that our glorying on your behalf 
may not be made void in this respect; that, even as I said, ye may be prepared: 
lest by any means, if there come with me any of Macedonia, and find you unpre· 4 
pared, we (that we say not, ye} should be put to shame in this confidence. I thought 
it necessary therefore to intreat the brethren, that they would go before unto you, 
and make up beforehand your aforepromised bounty, that the same might be ready, 
as a matter of bounty, and not of extortion. But this I say, He that soweth spar- 6 
ingly shall reap also sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully shall reap also boun
tifully. Let each man do according as he hath purposed in his heart; not grudg
ingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make 
all grace abound unto you; that ye, having always all sufficiency in everything, 
may abound unto every good work: as it is written, 9 

He hath scattered abroad, he hatli given to the poor; 
His righteousness abideth for ever. 

And he that supplieth seed to the sower and bread for food, shall supply and mul
tiply your seed for sowinl(, and increase the fruits of your righteousness: ye being 11 

enriched in everything unto all liberality, which worketh through us thanksgiving 
to God. For the ministration of this service not only fillelh up the measure of the 
wants of the saints, but aboundeth also through many thanksgivings unto God; 
seeing that through the proving of you by this ministration they glorify God for 13 
the obedience of your confession unto the gospel of Christ, and for the liberality 
of your contribution unto them and unto all; while they themselves also, with sup
plication on your behalf, long after you by reason of the exceeding grace of God 
in you. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift. 

~ow I Paul myself intreat you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I who 10 
'in your presence am lowly among you, but being absent am of good coural(e toward 
you ': yea, I beseech you, that I may not when present shew courage with the confi
dence wherewith J count to be bold against some, which count of us as if we walked 
accordinl( to the flesh. For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to 3 
the flesh (for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but mighty before God 
to the casting down of strong holds); casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and bringing every thought into captivity 
to the obrdiPnce of Christ; and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience, when 
your obedience shall be fulfilled. 

Do ye look at the things that arc before your face? If any man trusteth in him-7 
self that he is Christ's, let him consider this again with himself, that, even as he is 
Christ's, so also are we. For though I should glory somewhat abundantly concerning 
our authority (which the Lord gave for building you up, and not for casting you down), 
I shall not be put to shame: that I may not seem as if I would terrify you by my 
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IO letters. For, ' His letters,' they say, 'are weighty and strong; but his bodily presence 
is weak, and his speech of no account.' Let such a one reckon this, that, what we are 
in word by letters when we are absent, such are we also in deed when we are present. 
For we are not bold to number or compare ourselves with certain of them that com
mend themselves: but they themselves, measuring themselves by themselves, and 

13 comparing themselves with themselves, are without understanding. But we will not 
glory beyond our measure, but according to the measure of the province which God 
'1 pportioncd to us as a measure, to reach even unto you. For we stretch not ourselves 
r.Ycnnuch, as though we reached not unto you: for we came even as far as unto you in 

15 the gospel of Christ: not glorying beyond our measure, that is, in other men's la
bours; but having hope that, as your faith groweth, we shall be magnified in you 
according to our province unto further abundance, ·so as to preach the gospel even 
unio the parts beyond you, and not to glory in another's province in regard of things 
ready to our hand. But he that glorieth, let him glor)' in the Lord. For not he that 
commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. 

11 Would that ye could bear with me in a little foolishness: nay indeed bear with me. 
For I am jealous over you ·;,irh a godly jealousy: for I espoused you to one husband, 
that I might present you as a pure virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as 
the serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness, your minds should be corrupted from the 

4 simplicity and ·the purity that is toward Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth 
'mother Jesus, whom we did not preach, or if ye receive a different spirit, which ye 
did not receive, or a different gospel, which ye did not accept, ye do well to bear with 
him. For I reckon that I am not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles. But 
though I be rude in speech, yet am I not in knowledge; nay, in everything we have 

7 made it manifest among all men t.o you-ward. Or did I commit a sin in abasing 
myself that ye might be exalted, because I preached to you the gospel of God for 
nought? I robbed other churches, taking wages of them that I might minister 
unto you; and when I was present with you and was in want, I was not a burden on 
any 1ran; for the brethren, when they came from Macedonia, supplied the measure 
oi my want; and in everything I kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and 

IO so wi:J I keep myself. As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this 
glorying in the regions of Achaia. Wherefore? because I love you not? God knoweth. 
But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut oIT occasion from them which desire an 
occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we. For such men are 

14 false apostles, deceitful workers, fashioning themselves into apostles of Christ. And 
no marvel; for even Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of light. It is no great 
thing therefore if his ministers also fashion themselves as ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works. 

16 I say again, Let no man think me foolish; but if ye do, yet as foolish receive me, 
that I also ncay glory a little. That which I speak, I speak not after the Lord, but as in 
foolishness, in this confidence of gloryinp;. Seeing that many glqry after the flesh, I 
will glory alse>. For ye bear with the foolish gladly, being wise yoursdvcs. For ye 
bear with a n-an, if he bringeth you into bondage, if he devoureth you, if he taketh 

21 you captive, if he exaltcth himself, if he smiteth you on the face. I speak by way of 
disparagement, as though we had been weak. Yet whereinsoever any is bold (1 
speak in foolishness), I am bold also. Are they Hebrews' so am I. Arc they Israel
ites? so am I. Arc they the seed of Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of 
Christ? (I speak as one beside himself) I more; in labours more abundantly, in 

2 4 prisons more alrnndantly, in stripes above measure, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five 
times received J forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was. I 
stoned, thrice I suITered shipwreck, a night and a day have I been in the deep; m 
journeyings often, in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils from my country
men, in perils from the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
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perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in labour and travail, in watchings 
niten, in hunger and thirst, in Castings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those 28 
things that are without, there is that which presseth upon me daily, anxiety for all the 
churches. Who is weak, and I am not wea~? who is rr·ade to stumble, and I burn 
not? If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things that concern my weakness. 
The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed for evennore, knoweth that 3, 
I lie not. In Damascus the governor under Areias the king guarded the city of the 
lhmascenes, in order to take me: and through a window was I let down in a basket 
hy the wall, and escaped his hands. 

I must needs glory, though it is not expedient; but I will come to visions and 12 
rewlations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago (whether in 
the body, I know not; or whether out of the body, I know not; God knoweth), such 
a one caught up even to the third heaven. And I know such a man (whether in the 
body, or apart from the·hody, I know not; God knoweth), how that he was caught up 4 
into Paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 
On behalf of such a one will I glory: but on mine own Lehalf I will not glory, save in 
my weaknesses. For if I should desire to glory, I shall not be foolish; for I shall 
speak the truth: but I forbear, lest any man should account of me above that which 
he seeth me to be, or heareth from me. And by reason of the exceeding greatness 7 
of the re1·clations - wherefore, that I should not Le exalted overmuch, there was given 
to me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, that I should not be 
exalted overmuch. Concerning this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. And he hath said unto me, l\[y grace is sufficient for thee: for my 9 
power is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
weaknesses, that the strength of Christ may rest upon me. \\'here fore I take pleasure 
in weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Chri>t's 
sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 

I am become foolish: ye compelled me; for I ought to have been commended. of II 
you: for in nothing was I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I am nothing. 
Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, by signs and 
wonders and mighty works. For what is there wherein ye were made inferior to the 
rest of the churches, except it be that I myself was not a burden to you? forgi1·e me 
this wrong. 

Behold, this is the third time I am ready to come to you; and I will not be a burden q 
to you: for I seek not yours, but you: for the chi)drcn ought not to lay up for the par
ents. but the p1rents for the children. And I will most gladly spend and be spent 
for your souls. If I love you more abundantly, am I loved the less? But be it so, 
I did not myself burden you; but, being crafty. I caught you with guile. Did I take 11 
adrnntage of you by any one of them whom I have sent unto you? I exhorted Titus, 
and I sent the brother with him. Did Titus take any advantage of you? walked 
we not by the same Spirit? walked we not in the same steps? Ye think all this 
time that we are excusing ourscll'CS unto you. In the sight of Goel speak we in 
Christ. Ilut all things, beloved, arc for your edifying. For I fear, lest by any 20 

means, when I come, I should find you not such as I would, and should n:ysclf be 
found of you such as ye would not; lest by any means there should be strife, jealousy, 
wraths, factions, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tnmulls; lest, when I con'.e again, 
my God should humble me before you, and I should mourn for many of them that 
hal'e sinned heretofore, and repented not of the uncleanness and fornication and las
"i1·iousness which they committed. This is the third time I am coming to you. At 13 
lite mouth of two witnesses or three shall every word be established. I have said beforc
lnnd, and I do say beforehand, as when I was present the second time, so now, 
being absent, to them that have sinned heretofore, and to all the rrst, that, if I come 
again, I will not spare; seeing that ye seek a proof of Christ that spcaketh in me; 
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4 who to you-ward is not weak, but is powerful in you: for he was crucified through 
weakness, yet he liveth through the power of God. For we also are weak in him IJUt 
we shall live with him through the power of God toward you. Try your own se'll'es 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your 9wn selves. Or know ye not as to your ow1; 

selves, that Jesus Christ is in you? unless indeed ye be reprobate. But I hope that)"<' 
7 shall know that we are not reprobate. Now we pray to God that ye do no evil; not 

that we may appear approved, but that ye may do that which is honourable, though 
we be as reprobate. For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth. 
For we rejoice, wheu we are weak, and ye are strong: this we also pray for, even your 

10 perfecting. For this cause I write these things while absent, that I may not when pres
ent deal sharply,_ according to the authority which the Lord gave me for building up, 
and not for casting down. 

Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfected; be comforted; be of the same mind; 
live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. Salute one another 
with a holy kiss. 

13 All the saints salute you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 

The Acts of the Apostles continued 

20 II. -PAUL LINGERING ON HIS JOURNEY SENDS FORWARD A LETTER TO Rmrn 

2 And when he had gone through those parts, and had given them much exhortation, 

1 

he came into Greece. [Continued, page rr93. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS 

Paul, a Servant of Jesus Christ called to be an Apostle, separated unto tire 
Gospel of God, which he promised afore by his prophets in the holy Scrip
tures, concerning his Son, who was born of the seed of David, according In 
the flesh, who was declared to be the Son of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection of the dead; even Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whom we received grace and apostles/zip, unto obedience of 
faith among all the nations, for his name's sake: among whom are ye also, 
called to be Jes us Christ's: To all that are in Rome, belm'ed of God, calfrd 
to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is pro
claimed throughout the whole world. For Goel is my witness, whom I serve in my 
spirit in the gospel of his Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you, always in my 
prayers making request, if by any means now at length I may be prospered by the will 
of God to come unto you. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; that is, that I with you may be com-

13 farted in you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine. And I would 
not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you (and""·', 
hindered hitherto), that I might have some fruit in you also, even as in the rest of Ilic: 
Gentiles. I am debtor both to Greeks and to Barbarians, both to the wise and to the: 
foolish. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you also that an'' 
in Rome. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for.it is the power of God unto salvation to: 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein i>! 
revealed a righteousness of God by faith unto faith: as it is written, But the righteousi 
shall live by faith. 
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For a wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unright- 18 
eonsncss of men, who hold down the truth in unrighteousness; because that which 
nca\· be known of God is manifest in them; for God manifested it unto them. For the 
in1·lsible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived 
through the things that are made, even his everlasting power and divinity; so that 
the\" arc without excuse: because that, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, 21 

neither ga\'e thanks: but became vain in their reasonings, and their senseless heart 
11"as darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fd'ols, and changed Lhe 
glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and 
of birds, and fourfoolcd beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God gave them up 24 
in the lusls of their hearts unto uncleanness, that their bodies should be dishonoured 
among themselves: for that they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and wor
,hipped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
.-\men. For this cause God gave them up unto vile passions: for their women 26 
changed the natural use into that which is against nature: and likewise also the 
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another, 
men with men working unseemliness, and receiving in themselves that recompense 
of their error which was due. And even as they refused to have God in their know
ledge, God ga\'e them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fit
ting; being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, co\'elousness, maliciousness; 29 
full of ~nvy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, hateful to 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, unmerciful: 
who, knowing the ordinance of God, that they which practise such thin)?s are worthy 
nf dt:ath, not only do the same, but also consent with them that practise them. 

Wherefore thou art without excuse, 0 man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for 2 
wherein thou jud)?est another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judges! dost 
riractise the same things. And we know that the judgement of God is according to 
truth against them that practise such things. And reckoncst thou this, 0 man,who 
judges! them that practise such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the 
judgement of God~ Or despises\ thou the riches cf his goodness and forbearance and 4 
lungsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? but 
after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasures! up for thyself wrath in the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgement of God; who will render to every 
1ran according to his works: to them that by patience in well-doing seek for glo1y 
and honour and incorruption, eternal life: but unto them that are factious, and obey 8 
not the truth, but obey unrighteousness, shall be wrath and indip;nation, tribulation 
and anguish, upon every soul of man that worketh evil, of the Jew first, and also of the 
Greek; but glory and honour and peace to every man that worketh good, lo the Jew 
fir;t, and also to the Greek: for there is no respect of persons with God. For as many 12 

a> ha\•e sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned 
under law shall be judged by law; for not the hearers of a law are just before God, 
but the doers of a law shall be justified: for when Gentiles which have no law do by 
nnture the things of the law, these, having no law, are a law unto themselves; in that 15 
they shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness 
therewith, and their thoughts one with another accusing or else excusing them; in 
the day when God shall judge the secrets of men, according to my gospel, by Jesus 
Christ. But if thou hearest the name of a Jew, and restest upr,n the law, and glories! 17 
in God, and knowest his will, and approves! the things that are excellent, being in· 
structed out of the law, and art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a 
light of them that are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of babes, hav
ing in the law the form of knowledge and of the truth; thou therefore that teaches! 21 

1181 



Romans -->S New Testament History 

another, teaches! thou not thyself? thou that preaches! a man should n.1t steal, dost 
22 lhou steal? thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, cl.1st thou commil 

adultery? thou thai aHhorrest idols, dost thou rob temples? thou who glories! in the 
law, through lhy transgression cf the law dishcnourest thou God? For the name of ' 
God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you, even as it is written. For' 
circumcision indeed profiteth, if thou be a doer of the law: but if thou be a trans-, 

2 6 gressor of the law, thy circumcision is become uncircumcision. If therefore the un
circumcision keep the ordinances of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be reckoned I 
for circumcision? al'ld shall not the uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the' 
law, judge thee, who with the letter and circumcision art a transgressor of the law? 1 

For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circurr.cision, which is 1 

outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is 1 

that of the heart, in the spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God .. 
3 'What advantage then hath the Jew? or what is the profit of circumcision?'' 

Much every way: first of all, that they were intrusted with the oracles of God. For1 
what if some were without faith? shall their want of faith make of none effect the 1 

faithfulness of God? God forbid: yea, let God be found true, but every man a liar;: 
as it is written, 

That thou mightest be justified in thy words, 
And mightest prevail when thou comest into judgement. 

5 ' But if our unrighteousness commendeth the righteousness of God, what shall we I 
say?' Is God unrighteous who visiteth with wrath? (I speak after the manner ofl 
men.) God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 

'But if the truth of God through my lie abounded unto his glory, why am I also: 
still judged as a sinner? ' And why not (as we be slanderously reported, and as some! 
affirm that we say), Let us do evil, that good may come? w'1ose condemnation is just. 

9 '\Vhat then? are we in worse case than they?' No, in no wise: for we before: 
laid to the charge both of Jews and Greeks, that they are all under sin; as it is written-· 

13 

15 

There is none righteous, no, not one; 
There is none that underslandeth, 
There is none that seeketh after God; 
They have all turned aside, they are together become unprofitable; 
There is none that doeth good, no, not so much as one -

Their throat is an open sepulchre; 
With their tongues they have used deceit -

The poison of asps is under their lips -

Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness -

Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
Destruction and misery are in their ways; 
And the way of peace have they not known -

There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it speaketh to them that are under 
the law; that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may be bro~ght. und~t 
the judgement of God: because by the works of the law shall no flesh be JUSt1fied m 
his sight: for through the law cometh the knowledge of sin. 
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II 

But now apart from the law a righteousness of God hath been manifested, b!'ing 21 

witnessed by the law and the prophets; e\'en the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ unto all them that believe; for there is no distinction; for all have 
sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God set forth to be a propitiation, through 2s 
faith, by his blood, to shew his righteousness, because of the passing over of the sins 
done aforetime, in the forbearance of God; for the shewing, I say, of his righteousness 
at this present season: that he might himself be just, and the justifier of him that 
hath faith in Jesus. Where then is the glorying? It is excluded. By what manner 27 
of law' of works? Nay: but by a law of faith. We reckon therefore that a man 
is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? 
is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yea, of Gentiles also: if so be that God is one, and 
he shall justify the circumcision by faith, and the uncircumcisiun through faith. 

Do we then make the law of none effect through faith? God forbid: nay, we 31 
establish the law. What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according 4 
to the flesh, hath found' For if Abraham was justified by works, he hath whereof 
lo glory; but not toward God. For what saith the scripture? And Abraham be
li1"i.'cd God, and it was reckoned unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh, 
the reward is not reckoned as of grace, but as of debt. But to him that worketh not, 5 
but belie,·eth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for righteous
ness. E\·en as Da\'id also pronounceth blessing upon the man, unto whoi;n God 
reckoneth righteousness apart from works, saying -

Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, 
A 11d whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not reckon sin. 

Is this blessing then pronounced upon the circumcision, or upon the uncircumcision 
also? for we say, To Abraham his faith was reckoned for righteousnesc.. How tl:en 
was it reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in cir
cumcision, but in uncircumcision: and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal 11 

of the righteousness of the faith which he had while he was in uncircumcision: that he 
might be the father of all them that belie\'e, though they be in uncircumcision, that 
righteousness might be reckoned unto them; and the father of circumcision to them 
who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of 
our father Abraham which he had in uncircumcision. For not through the law was 13 
the promise to Abraham or to his seed, that he should be heir of the world, but through 
the righteousness of faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made 
mid, and the promise is made of none effect: for the Jaw workcth wrath; but where 
there is no law, neither is there transgression. For this cause it is of faith, that it 16 
may be according lo grace; to the end that the promise may be sure to all the seed; 
not lo that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham, 
who is the father of us all (as it is written, A father of many nations hai•e I made thee) 
before him whom he believed, even God, who quickcncth the dead, and callcth the 
things that arc not, as though they were. Who in hope belicYcd against hope, to 18 
the end that he might become a father of many nations, according to that which had 
been spoken, So shall thy seed be. And without being weakened in faith he con
sidered his own body now as good as dead (he being about a hundred years old), and 
the deadness of Sarah's womb: yea, looking unto the promise of God, he wavered 
not through unbelief, but waxed strong through faith, giving glory to God, and being 
fully assured that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. Wherefore"' 
also it was reckoned unto him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake 
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24 alone, that it was reckoned unto him; but for our sake also, unto whom it shall be 
reckoned, who believe on him that raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was 
delivered up for our trespasses, and was raised for our justification. 

III 

5 Being therefore juslificd by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ; through whom also we have had our access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand; and-we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, uut we also 
rejoice in our tribulations: knowing that triuulation worketh patience; and patience, 

5 probation; and probation, hope: and hope putteth not lo shame; because the love 
of God hath been shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy Ghost which was given 
unto us. For while we were yet weak, in due season Christ died for the ungodly. 
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: for peradventure for the good man 
some one would even dare to die. But God commendeth his own love toward us, 

9in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now 
justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God through him. For if, 
while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, shall we be saved by his life; and not only so, but we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
the reconciliation. 

12 Therefore, as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin; 
and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned: - for until the law sin was in 
the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Ncverlheless death reigned 
from Adam until :Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the likeness of 

15 Adam's transgression, who is a figure of him that was lo come. But not as the lrcs
pass, so also is the free gift. For if by the trespass of the one the many died, much 
more did the grace of God, and the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
abound unto the many. And not as through one that sinned, so is the gift: for the 
judgement came of one unto condemnation, but the free gift came of many trespasses 

17 unto justification. For if, by the trespass of the one, death reigned through the one; 
much more shall they that receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteous· 
ness reign in life through the one, even Jesus Christ. So then as through one trespass 
the judgement came unto all men to condemnation; even so through one act of 

19 righteousness the free gift came unto all men to justification of life. For as through 
the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience 
of the one shall the many be made righteous. And the law carre in beside, that the 
trespass might abound; but where sin abounded, grace did abound more exceedingly: 
that, as sin reigned in death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

6 'What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?' 
God forbid. We who died to sin, how shall we any longer live therein? Or are ye 
ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were buried therefore with him through baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk 

sin newness of life. For if we have become united with him by the likrness of his 
death, we shall be also by the likeness of his resurrection; knowing this, that our old 
man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be done away, that so we should 
no longer be in bondage to sin; for he that hath died is justified from sin. But if we 

9 died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him; knowing that Christ 
being raised from the dead dieth no more; death no more hath dominion over him. 
For the death that he died, he died unto sin once: but the life that he liveth, he liveth 
unto God. Even so reckon ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto 

12God in Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should 
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obey the lusts thereof: neither present your members unto sin as instruments of un- I3 
righteousness; but present yourselves unto God, as alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion 
over you: for ye are not under Jaw, but under grace. 

' What then? shall we sin, because we are not under law, but under grace?' IS 
God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye present yourselves as servants unto 
obedience, his sen·ants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
ohcdience unto righteousness? But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants 
of ;in, ye became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were 
deliwred; and being made free from sin, ye. became servants of righteousness. I 19 
speak after the m~_nner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye pre
sented your members as serrnnts to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity, even 
so now present your members as servants to righteousness unto sanctification. For 
when ye were sen·ants of sin, ye were free in regard of righteousness. What fruit 2I 

then had ye at that time in the thin~ whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of 
those thing,; is death. But now being made free from sin, and becorr:e servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto sanctific.ation, and the end eternal life. For the wages 
of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal- life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Or 7 
are ye ignorant, l:>rethren (for I speak to men that know the law), how that the law 
hath dominion o\·er a man for so long time as he liveth? For the woman that hath 
a husliand is bound by law to the husband while he liveth; but if the husband die, 
she is discharged from the law of the husband. So then if, while the husband liveth, 3 
she be joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if the husband 
die, she is free from the law, so that she is no adulteress, though she be joined to another 
man. Wherefore, my brethren, ye also were made dead to the law through the body 
of Christ; that ye should be joined to another, even to him who was raised from the 
Jead, that we might bring forth fruit unto God. For when we were in the flesh, the 5 
sinful passions, which were through the law, wrought in our members to bring forth 
fruit unto death. But now we have been discharged from the law, having died to 
that wherein we were holden; so that we serve in newness of the spirit, and not in 
oldness of the letter. 

'What shall we say then? Is the law sin? ' God forbid. Howbeit, I had not 7 
known sin, except through the law: for I had not known coveting, except the law 
had said, Thou shalt not covet: but sin, :finding occasion, wrought in me through the 
commandment all manner of coveting: for apart from the law sin is dead. And I 
was alive apart from the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, 
and I died; and the commandment, which was unto life, this I found to be unto Io 

<lea th: for sin, finding occasion, through the commandment beguiled me, and through 
it slew me. So that the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and righteous, and 
good. 

'Did then that which is good become death unto me?' God forbid. But sin, 13 
that it might be shewn to be sin, by working death to me through that which is good; 
- that through the commandment sin might become exceeding sinful. For we know 
that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that which I do I 
know r.::: for not what I would, that do I practise; but what I hate, that I do. But 16 
if what I would not, that I do, I consent unto the law that it is good. So now it is 
no more I that do it, but sin which dwelleth in me. For I know ·that in me, that is, 
in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me, but to do that which 
is good is not. For the good which I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, 
that I practise. But if what I would not, that I do, it is no more I that do it, but sin 20 

which dwelleth in me. I find then the law, that, to me who would do good, evil is 
present. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: but I see a different 
law in my members,· warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into cap-
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24 tivity under the law of sin which is in my members. (0 wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me out of the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.) So then I myself with the mind serve the law of God; but with the 

8 flesh the law of sin. There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the 
law of sin and of death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an olTering 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the ordinance of the law might be fulfilled 

sin us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. For they that arc after the 
flesh do mind the things of the flesh; .but they that are after the spirit the things of 
the spirit. For the mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of the spirit is life and 
peace: because the mind of tile flesh is enmity against God; for it is not subject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can it be: and they that are in the flesh cannot please 

9 God. But ye arc not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you. But if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And 
if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the spirit is life because of 
righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwellelh 
in you, he that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shall quicken also your mortal 
bodies through his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

IV 

12 So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh: for if 
ye live after the flesh, ye must die; but if by the spirit ye mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these arc sons of Gori. 
For ye received not the spirit of bondage again unto fear; but ye received the spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit himself bearcth witness with 
our spirit, that we are children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
with him. 

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward. For the earnest expectation 
of the creation waitcth for the revealing of the sons of Gcd. For the creation was 
subjected to vanity, not of its own will, but by reason of him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

22 liberly of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only so, but ourselves 
also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for our adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. For by hope "·ere we 
saved: but hope that is seen is not hope: for who hopeth for that which he seeth, 

26 but if we hope for that wh'.ch we sec not, then do we with patience wait for it. And 
in like manner the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity: for we know not how to pray as 
we ought; but th~ Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with gro:rnings which 
cannot be uttered; and he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the minci cf tl1c 
Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the w!!! of God. 

2 8 And we know that to them that love God all things work together for good, even lo 
them that are called according to his purpose. For whom he foreknew, he also fore
ordained to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren: and whom he foreordained, them he also called,: and whom 
he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also 
with him freely give us all things? Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect? Shall God that justifieth? Who is he that shall condemn? Shall Christ Jesus · 
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that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us? Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 35 
shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? Even as it is written, 

•For thy sake we arc killed all the day long; 
ll' e were accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 

Nav, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 37 
Fn~ I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers; nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Chri't _Tesus 
om Lord. 

I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in the 9 
Holy Ghost, that I have great sorrow and unceasing pain in my heart. For I could 
wish that I myself were anathema from Christ for my brethren's sake, my kinsmen 
according lo the flesh: who are Israelites; whose is the adoption, and the glory, and 4 
the covenants, and the gi,·ing of the law, and the service of God, and 'I.he promises; 
whose are the fathers, and of whom is Christ as concerning the flesh, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever. An:cn. But it is not as though the word of God hath come 
to nought. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: neither, because they are 
Abraham's seed, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is. 8 
it is not the children of the flesh that are children of God; but the children of the 
promise are reckoned for a seed. For this is a word of promise, According lo this 
season will I come, a11d Sarah shall hai·e a son. And not only so; but Rebecca also 
ha,·ing conceived by one, even by our father Isaac - for the children being not yet n 
born, neither ha,·ing done anything good or bad, that the purpose of God according 
to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth, it was said unto her, 
The elder shall serve the younger. E\·en as it is written, Jacob I l1YVed, but Esau I 
haled. 

'What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God?' God forbid. 4 
For he saith to Moses, I will hai•e mercy 011 whom I have mercy, and I will hai•e com
passion on whom I have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that hath mercy. For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, 
For this i•ery purpose did I raisr tlt~e up, that I might shew in thee my power, and that 
my name might be published abroad in all the earth. So then he hath mercy on whom 18 
he ,,·ill, and whom he will he hardeneth. Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he 
still find fault? For who withstandeth his will? Nay but, 0 man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why didst 
thou make me thus? Or hath not the potter a right over the clay, from the same lump 
to make one part a vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? What if God, 22 

willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much long
suffering \'essels of wrath fitted unto destruction: and that he might make known the 
riche:; of his glory upon Ycssels of mercy, which he afore prepared unto glory, even 
us, whom he also called, not from the Jews only, but also from the Gentiles? As he 25 

saith also in Hosea, I will call that my people, which was not my people; and her 
bcl1YVed, which was not bel1YVed. And ii shall be, that in the place where it was said unto 
them, l'e are not my people, there shall they be called sons of the living God. And Isaiah 
cricth concerning Israel, If the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the 
sea, it is tl}e remnant that shall be saved: for the Lord will execute his word upon the 28 
earth, finishing it and cutting it short. And, as Isaiah hath said before, Except the 
Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, we had become as Sodom, and had been made like 
unto Gomorrah. 
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30 'What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after righteous-
ness, attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith: but Israel, 
following after a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. Wherefore?' 
Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by works. They stumbled at the 
stone of stumbling; even as it is written, Behold, I lay in Zion,a stone of stumbling 

10 and a rock of offence: and he that believeth on him shall not be put to shame. Brethren, 
my heart's desire and my supplication to God is for them, that they may be sal'cd; 
for I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
For being ign:irant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they 

4 did not subj~ct themselves to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the 
law unto righteousness to every one tint bclicveth. For Moses writcth that the man 
that doeth the righteousness which is of the law shall live thereby. But the righteous 
ness which is of faith saith thus, S1zy not in thy heart, IV ho shall ascend into heaven? 
(that is, to bring Christ down:) or, Who shall descend into the abyss? (that is, to hrin,r; 

8Christ up from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, in thy mout/1, 
and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach: because if thou sh~ It 
confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved: for with the heart man believeth unto 

n righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scrip
ture saith, Whosoever believetli on him shall not be put to shame. For there is no dis
tinction between Jew and Greek: for the same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich unlo 
all that call upon him: for, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. 

14 'How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall 
they believe in him whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a 
preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent? even as it is written, How 
beautiful are the feet of them that bring glad tidings of good things!' But they did not 
all hearken to the glad tidings. For Isaiah saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 

17 So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. .But I say, Did they 
not hear? Yea, verily: 

Their sound went out into all the earth, 
A,nd their words unto the ends of the world. 

19 But I say, Did Israel not know? First Moses saith, 

I will provoke you to jealousy with that which is no nation, 
With a nation void of understanding will I anger you. 

And Isaiah is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I became 
manifest unto them that asked not of me. But as to Israel he saith, All the day long 
did I spread out my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people. 

11 I say then, Did God cast off his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, 
of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God did not cast off his people 
which he foreknew. Or wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elijah? how he plead
eth with God against Israel, Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they hat•e digged dow11 
thine altars: and I am left alone, and they seek my life. But what saith the answer 
of God unto him? I have left for myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed tht 

s knee to Baal. Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant accordin~ to 
the election of grace. But if it is by grace, it is no more of works: otherwise grace is 
no more grace. What then? That which Israel seeketh for, that he o~tained not; 
but the election obtained it, and the rest were hardened: according as it is written, 
God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they. 
should not hear, unto this very day. And David saith, 
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Let their table be made a snare, and a tra-p, 
A11d a stumblingblock, and a recompense unto them: 
Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, 
And bow thou down their back alway. 

Romans 

I say then, Did they stumble that they might fall? God forbid: but by foeir fall 
sall'atior, is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. Now if their 
fall is the riches of the world, and their loss the riches of the Gentiles; how much more 
their fulncss? 

IO 

But I spe.1k to you that are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an ::.postle of 13 
(;cnti!es, l gloriiy my ministry: if by any means I may prornke to jealousy them that 
are n,y flesh, and i.1ay save some of them. For if the casting away of them is the 
reconciling ,,f the world, what shall the receiving of them be, bu~ life from the dead? 
An<l if the tirstfruit is holy, so is the lump: and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 
But if some of the branches were broken off, and thou, being a wild olive, wast grafted , 7 
in among them, and didst become partaker with them of the root of the fatness of the 
olive tre~; glory not over the branches: but if thou gloriest, it is not thou that bearest 
the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt say then, Branches were broken off, that I 
might be grafted in. Well; by their unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest 
by thy faith. Be not highminded, but fear: for if God spared not the natural branches, 21 

neither will he spare thee. Behold then the goodness and severity of God: toward 
them that fe!l, severity; but toward thee, God's goodness, if thou continue in his 
goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. And they also, if they continue not 
in their unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again. For if 
thou wast cut out of that which is by nature a wild olive tree, and wast grafted con
trary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which are the 
natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? For I would not, brethren, 25 
have you iwiorant of this mystery, lest ye be wise in your own conceits, that a harden
ing in part hath befallen Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in; and so all 
Israel shall be saYed: even as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer; 
he sit all tum away ungodliness from Jacob: and this is my covenant unto them, when 
I shall take away their sins. As touching the gospel, they arc enemies for your sake: 28 
but as touching the election, they are beloved for the falhers' sake. For the gifls 
and the calling of God arc without repentance. For as ye in time past were dis
obedient to God, but now have obtained mercy by their disobedience, even so ha Ye 
these also now been disobedient, that by the mercy shewn to you they also may now 
obtain mercy. For God hath shut up all unto disobedience, that he might have mercy 
upon all. 

0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! how 33 
unsearchable are his judgements, ~nd his ways past tracing out! For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? or who hath first 
given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through 
him, and unto hi'.11, arc all things. To him be the glory for ever. Amen. 

v 
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bociics a 12 

lil'ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable servii:e. And be 
not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

For I say, through the grace that was giYcn me, to every man that is among 3 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but so to think 
a~ to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to each man a measure of faith. 
For C\'en as we have many members in one body, and all the members have not the 
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same office: so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and severally members 
6 one of another. And having gifts differing according to the grace that was given 

to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of our faith; 
or ministry, let us give ourselves to our ministry; or he that teacheth, to his teach
ing; or he that exhorteth, to his exhorting: he that giveth, let him do it with liberal-

9 ity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let 
love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
In love of the brethren be tenderly affectioned one to another; in honour preferrinr; 
one another; in diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoic
ing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing stedfastly in prayer; communi-

14 eating to the necessities of the saints; given to hospitality. Bless them that perse
cute you; bless, and curse not. Rejoice with them that rejoice; weep with them 
that weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Set not your mind on high 
things, but condescend to things that are lowly. Be not wise in your own conceits. 
Render to no man evil for evil. Take thought for things honourable in the sight 

18 of all men. If it be possible, as much as in you lieth, be at peace with all men. 
Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto wrath: for it is 1vritten, Ven
geance belongeth unto me; I will recompense, saith the Lord. But if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him to drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap 
coals of fire upon his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

13 Let every soul be in subjection to the higher powers: for there is no power but of 
God; and the powers that be are ordained of God. Therefore he that resisteth the 
power, wilhstandcth the ordinance of God: and they that withstand shall receive 
to themselves judgement. For rulers are not a terror to the good work, but to the 
evil. And wouldest thou have no fear of the power? do that which is good, and 

4 thou shalt have praise from the same: for he is a minister of God to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: 
for he is a minister of God, an avenger for wrath to him that doeth evil. Where
fore ye must needs be in subjection, not only because of the wrath, but also for con-

6 science sake. For for this cause ye pay tribute also; for they are rrinisters of God's 
service, attending continually upon this very thing. Render to all their dues: tribulr 
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour lo 
whom honour. Owe no man anything, save to love one another: for he that lovclh 

9 his neighbour hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 
Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not covet, and if there be any other 
commandment, it is summed up in this word, namely, Thou shalt love thy neigh 
bour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: love therefore is the fulfil
ment of the law. 

u And this, knowing the season, that now it is high time for you to awake out of 
sleep: for now is salvation nearer to us than when we first believed. The night is 
far spent, and the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in 
revelling and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
jealousy. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, 
to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

14 But him that is weak in faith receive ye, yet not to doubtful clisputaticns. Onl' 
man hath fajth to eat all things: but he that is weak eateth herbs. Let not him that 
eateth set at nought him that eateth not; and let not him that eateth not judge hini 
that eateth: for God hath received him. Who art thou that judges! the servant 
of another? to his own lord he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be made to stand; 

5 for the Lord hath power to make him stand. One man esteemeth one day abo:e 
another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let each man be fully assured m 
his own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord: and he 
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that eateth, eateth unto the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, 
unto the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. For none of us liveth to him
self, and none dieth to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; ors 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are 
the Lord's. For to this end Christ died, and lived again, that he might be Lord 
of both the dead and the living. But thou, why dost thou judge thy brother? or 
thou again, why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before 
the judgement-seal of God. For it is written, As I lii•e, saith the Lord, to me ei•fry'" 
knee shall bow, and C?.•cry tongue shall confess to God. So then each one of us shall 
gi,·e acco:mt of himself lo God. Let us not therefore judge one another any more: 
but judge ye this rather, that no man put a stumblin!(block in his brother's way, 
or an occasion of falling. I know, and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that n<Jlh· r:;. 
ing is unclean of itself: save that to him who accountcth any thing to be unclean, 
to ·him it is unclean. For if because of meat thy brother is grie1·ed, thou walkest 
no longer in low. Destroy not with thy meat him for whom Christ died. Let not 
then your good be evil spoken of: for the kingdom of God is not eating and drink- 17 
in_g, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that herein 
sernth Christ is well-pleasing to God, and approved of men. Sa then let us follow 
after things which make for peace, and things whereby we may edify one another. 
0Ycrthrow not for meat's sake the work of God. All things indeed are clean; how
beit it is e1·il for that man who eateth with offence. It is good not lo eat flesh, nor 21 

to drink wine, nor to do anything whereby thy brother stumblcth. The faith which 
thou hast, haw' thou to thyself before God. Happy is he that judgeth not hirr.self 
in that which he approveth. But he that doubteth is condemned if he eat, because 
he eateth not of faith; and whatsoever is not of faith is sin. Now we that are strong 15 
ought to bear the infinnities of the weak, and not to please ourseh·es Let each 
one of us please his neighbour for that which is good, unto edifying. For Ch1i>I 
also pleased not himself; but, as it is written. The reproaches of them that reproached 
thee Jell upon me. (For whatsoel"er things were written aforetince were written for 4 
our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might 
hal"e hope.) ~ow the God of patience and of comfort grant you to be of the same 
n ind one with another according to Christ Jesus: that with one accord ye may 
with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. \Vhercfore 
recei\'e ye one another, even as Christ also receil"ed you, to the glory of God. Fors 
I say that Christ hath been made a minister of the cirrnmcision for the truth of God, 
that he might confirm the promises given unto the fathers, and that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written -

Therefore will I give praise unto thee among the Gentiles, 
And sing unto thy name. 

And again he saith -

And again-

Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. 

Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; 
And let all the peoples praise him. 

IO 

And again, Isaiah saith: There shall be the root of Jesse, and he that ariseth to rule 12 

micr the Gentiles; on him shall the Gentiles hope. Now the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, in the power of the Holy 
Ghost. 

And I myself al"so am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye yourselves are full 14 

1101 



Romana -.a New Testament History 

15 of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. But I 
write the more boldly unto you in some measure, as putting you again in remem
brance, because of the grace that was given me of God, that I should be a minister 
of Jesus Christ unto the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering 
up of the Gentiles might be made acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 

17 I have therefore my glorying in Christ Jesus in things pertaining to God. For 1 
will not d:tre to speak of any things save those which Christ wrought through me, 
for the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and deed, in the power of signs and won
ders, in the power of the Holy Ghost; so that from Jerusalem, and round about 

20even unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ; yea, mak;ng it my 
aim so lo preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, that J might not 
build upon another man's foundation; but, as it is written, They shall see, to whom 
no tidin1;s of him came, and they who have not heard shalt understand. 

22 Wherefore also I ~as hindered these many times from coming to you: but now, 
having no more any place in these regions, and ha\·ing these many years a longing 
to come unto you, whensoever I go unto Spain (for I hope to see you in my journey, 
and to be brought on my way thilherward by you, if first in some measure I shall 
have been satisfied with your company) - but now, I say, I go unlo Jerusalem, 

26 ministering unto the saints. For it hath been the good pleasure of Macedonia and 
Achaia to make a cerlain contribution for the poor among the saints that are at 
Jerusalem. Yea, it hath been their good pleasure; and their debtors they are. 
For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, they owe it 
to them also to minister unto them in carnal things. When therefore I ha\·e accom
plished this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will go on by you unlo Spain. And 
I know that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of 
Christ. 

30 Now I beseech you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Jove of Lhe 
Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; that I may 
be delivered from them that are disobedient in Judrea, and that my ministration 
which I have for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints; that I may come unlo 
you in joy through the will of God, and together with you find rest. Now the Gori 
of peace be with you all. Amen. 

16 I commend unto you Phcebe our sister, who is a servant of the church that is 
at Cenchrere: that ye receive her in the Lord, worthily of the saints, and that ye 
assist her in whatsoever matters she may have need of you: for she herself also 
hath been a succourer of many, and of mine own self. 

3 Salute Prisca and Aquila my fellow-workers in Christ Jesus, who for my life 
laid down their own necks; unto wbom not only I give thanks, but also all the 
churches of the Gentiles: and salute the church that is in their house. Salute 
Eprenetus my beloved, who is the firstfruits of Asia unto Christ. Salute ~lary, 
who bestowed much labour on you. Salute Andronicus and Junias, my kir.smen, 
and my fellow-prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also ha ,-e been 

a in Christ before me. Salute Amplia~us my beloved in the Lord. Salute Crban11s 
our fellow-worker in Christ, and Stachys my bdo\'cd. Salute Apcllcs the ap
proved in Christ. Salute them which are of the household of Arislobulus. Salute 
1-Ierodi~n my kinsman. Salute them of the household of Narcissus, \\'h!ch are in 
the Lord. Salute Tryphrena and Tryphosa, who Jabour in the Lord. Salute Persis 

13 the bel6ved, which laboured much in the Lord. Salute Rufus the chosen in the 
Lord, and his mother and mine. Salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, 
Hermas, and the brethren that are with them. Salute Philologus and Julia, Nereus 
and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints that are with them. Salute one 
another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ salute you: 
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Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which are causing the divisions and 17 
occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn away 
from them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly; 
and by their smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent. For 
vour obedience is come abroad unto all men. I rejoice therefore over you: but I 
;rnuld have you wise unto that which is good, and simple unto that which is evil. 
:\nd the G<id of peace shall bruise Satan under your feel shortly. The grace of our or 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Timothy nw fellow-worker saluteth you; and Lucius and Jason and Sosip~lcr 

1r.y kins'.11cn. ., Terlius, who write the epistle, salute you in the Lord. Gaius ' y 
host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the treasurer of the city salut· 
eth you, and Quartus the brother. 

N rrw to him that is able to stablish you according to my gospel and the 25 
pm1c/1ing o/ Jesus Christ, - according to the revelation o/ the mystery 
which hath bem kept in silence through times eternal, but now is mani
fested, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according lo the command
ment of the eternal God, is made known unto all the nations unto obedience 
o/ faith;- to the 011/y wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 
glory for ever. A men. 

The Acts of the Apostles continued 

III. - PAUL'S JOl'RNEYS TROUBLED BY PROPHETIC WARNINGS 20 

And when he had spent three months there,* and a plot was laid against him by 3 
the Jews, as he was about to set sail for Syria, he determined to return through ~Iace
donia. And there accompanied him as far as Asia Sopater 'of Berrca, the son of 
Pyrrhus; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, 
and Timothy; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus. But these had gone before, 
and were waiting for us at Troas. And we sailed away from Philippi after the days 
of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we tarried 
seven davs. 

And 
0

upon the first day of the wei:k, when we were gathered together to break 7 
bread, Paul, discoursed with them, intending to depart on the morrow; and prolonged 
his speech unt!I midnight. And there were many lights in the upper chamber, 
where we were gathered together. And there sat in the window a certain young man 
named Eutychus, borrre down with deep sleep; and as Paul discoursed yet longer, 
being borne down uy his sleep he fell down from the third story, and was taken up 
dead. And Paul went down, and fell on him, and cmuracing him said, .'.\fake ye nn 10 

adn; for his life is in him. And when he was gone up, and had broken the bread, and 
eaten, and had talked with them a long while, even till hreak of day, so he departed. 
And they brought the lad ali,·c, and were not a little comforted. 

But we, going before to the ship, set sail for Assos, there intending to take in Paul: 13 
for so had he appointed, intending himself to go by land. And when he met us at 
Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. And sailing from thence, we caw.e the 
following day over against Chios; and the next day we touched at Samos; and the 
day after we came to .'.\Iilctus. For Paul had determined to sail p:tst Ephesus, that 
he might not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening, if it were possible for 
him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. 

And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called to him the ciders of the church. 17 
And when they were come to him, he said unto them: 

' Ye yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, after what manner 
*[In Greece: see above, p. n8o. - EDITOR.] 
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19 I was with you all the time, serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind, and with 
tears, and with trials which befell me by the plots of the Jews: how that I shrank not 
from declaring unto you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly, 
and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and lo Greeks repentance toward 

22God, and faith tow:ird our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I go bound in the 
spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things,that shall befall me there: save that the 
Holy Ghost tcstifieth unto me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 
Ilut I hold not my life of any account, as dear unto myself, so that I may accomplish 
my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify the 

2- gospel of the grace of God. And how, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I 
0 

went about preaching the kingdom, shall see my face no more. Wherefore I testify 
unto you this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I shrank not from 
declaring unto you the whole counsel of Goel. Take heed unto yourselves, and to all 
the flock, in the which the Holy Ghost hath made you bishops, to feed the church of 

29 God, which he purchased with his own blood, I know that after my departing grievous 
wolves shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own 
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
them. Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the space of three years I ceased 
not to admonish every one night and day with tears. And now I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you the 

33 inheritance among all them that are sanctified. I coveted no man's silver, or gold, 
or apparel. Ye yourselves know that these hands ministered unto my necessities, and 
to them that were with me. In all things I gave you an example, how that so labouring 
ye ought to help the weak, and lo remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he him
self said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.' 

36 And when he had thus spoken, he knccled d:llvn, and prayed with them all. 
And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him, sorrowing most of all 
for the word which he had spoken, that they should behold his face no more. And 
they brought him on his way unto the ship. 

21 And when it came to pass that we were parted from them, and had set sail, we 
came with a straight course unto Cos, and the next day unto Rhodes, and from thence 
unto Patara: and having· found a ship crossing over unto Phcenicia, we went aboard, 
and set sail. And when we had come in sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left hand, 
we sailed unto Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the ship was to unlade,her burden. 

4 And having found the disciples, we tarried there seven days: and these said to Paul 
through the Spirit, that he should not set foot in Jerusalem. And when it came to 
pass.that we had accomplished the days, we departed and went on our journey; anrl 
they all, with wives and children, brought us on our way, till we were out of the city: 
and kneeling down on the beach, we prayed, and bade each other farewell; and we 
went on board the ship, but they returned home again. 

7 And when we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais; and 
we saluted the brethren, and abode with them one day. And on the morrow we de
parted, and came unto Cres:irea: and entering into the house of Philip the evangelist, 
who was one of the seven, we abode with him. Now this man had four daughters, 
virgins, which did prophesy. And as we tarried there many days, there came down 

n from Judrea a certain prophet, named Agabus. And coming to us, and taking Paul'.~ 
12:irdle, he bound his own feet and hands, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So 
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver 
him into the hands of the Gentiles. And when we heard these things, both we and 

13 they of that place besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Pa.ul answered, 
What do ye, weeping and breaking my heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. And when he would not 
be persuaded, we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done. 
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And after these days we took up our baggage, and went up to Jerusalem. And 15 
there went with us also certain of the disciples from C::esarca, bringing with them one 
Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge. 

]\". - PAUL IN" JERUSALEM; HIS CAUTIOUS DEHAVIOUR PRECIPITATES A CRISIS 

And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. And the 17 
day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present. And 
when he had saluted them, he rehearsed one by one the things which God had wrought 
among the Gentiles by his ministry. And they, when they heard it, glorified God; 
and they said unto him, Thou sees!, brother, how many thousands there arc among the 
Jews of them which have believed; and they are all zealous for the Jaw: and they 21 

have been infonned concerning thee, that thou teaches! all the Jews which are among 
the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children, neither to 
walk after the customs. What is it therefore? they will certainly hear that thou art 
come. Do therefore this that we say -to thee: \Ye have four men which have a vow 23 
on them; these take, and purify thyseir with them, and be at charges for them, that 
they may shave their heads: and all shall know that there is no truth in the things 
whereof they ha,·e been informed concerning thee; but that thou thyself also walkcst 
orderly, keeping the law. But as touching the Gentiles which have believed, we wrote, 25 
gi\·ing judgement that they should keep themselws from things sacrificed to idols, and 
from blood, and from what is strangled, and from fornication. Then Paul look the 
men, and the next day purifying himself with them went into the temple, declaring 
the fulfilment of the days of purification, until the offering was offered for every one 
of them. 

And when the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, when they 2 7 
saw him in the temple, stirred up all the multitude, and laid hands on him, crying out, 
l\len of Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men everywhere against the 
people, and the law, and this place: and moreover he brought Greeks also into 
the temple, and hath defiled this holy place. For they had before seen with him in the 29 
city Trophimus the Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the 
temple. .-\nd all the city was moved, and the people ran together: and they laid hold 
on Paul, and dragged him out of the tempie: and straightway the doors were shut. 
And as they were seeking to kill him, tidings came up to the chief captain of the band, 
that all Jerusalem was in confusion. And forthwith he took soldiers and centurions, 32 

and ran down upon them: and they, when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, 
left off beating Paul. Then the chief captain came near, and laid hold on him, and 
commanded him to be bound with two chains; and inquired who he was, and what 
he had done. And some shouted one thing, some another, among the crowd: and 3+ 
whrn he could not know the certainty for the uproar, he commanded him lo be 
brought into the castle. And when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he was 
lx>rn1' of the ooldiers for the violence of the crowd; for the m ullitude of the people 
followed after, crying out, Away with him. 

And as Paul was about to be brought into the castle, he saith unto the ch;d captain, 37 
:\lay I say something unto thee? And he said, Dost thou know Greek? Art thou 
not tlwn the Egyptian, which before these days stirred up to sedition 
and led out into the wilderness the four thousand men of the Assas- Paul's 
. ' I' t ·p 1 · ~ I J f T · c·1· · · · f Speech to sms. . >U au sa1u, am a e~, o arsus m 1 JCta, a citizen o no the Jerusa-

mean city: and I beseech thee, give me leave to speak unto the people. lem crowd 
And when he had gi\·en him leave, Paul, standing on the stairs, beck-
oned with the hand unto the people; and when there was made a great silence, he 
spake unto them in the Hebrew language, saying: 

' Brethren and fathers, hear ye the defence which I now make unto you.' 22 
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2 And when they heard that he spake unto them in the Hebrew language they were 
the more quiet: and he saith: ' 

'I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the feet of 
Gamaliel, instructed according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being 
zealous for God, even as ye all are this day: and I persecuted this Way unto the de:llh, 

5 binding and delivering into prisons both men and women. As also the high priest 
doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also I received 
letters unto the brethren, an_d journeyed to Damascus, to bring them also which were 
there unto Jerusalem in bonds, for to be punished .. And it came lo pass, that, as [ 
made my journey, and drew nigh un.lo Damascus, about noon, suddenly there shone 

7 from heaven a great light round about me. And I fell unto the ground, and heard a 
voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And I answered, Who 
art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou per
secutes!. And they that were with me beheld indeed the light, but they heard not the 
voice of him that spake to me. And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord 
said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things 

11 which are appointed for thee to do. And when I could not sec for the glory of that 
light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came into Damascus. And 
one Ananias, a devout man according lo the law, well reported of by all the Jews 
that dwelt there, came unto me, and standing by me said unto me, Brother Saul, 
receive thy sight. And in that very hour I looked up on him. And he said, The God 
of our fathers hath appointed thee to know his will, and to see the Righteous One, 

15 and to hear a voice from his month. For thou shalt be a witness for him unto all men 
of what thou hast seen and heard. And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name. And it came to pass, that, 
when I had returned to Jerusalem, and while I prayed in the temple, I fell into a 
trance, and saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: 

19 because they will not receive of thee testimony concerning me. And I said, Lord, 
they themselves know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that be
lieved on thee: and when the blood of Stephen thy witness was shed, I also was stand
ing by, and consenting, and keeping the garments of them that slew him. And he 
said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee forth far hence unto the Gentiles.' 

22 And they gave him audience unto this word; and they lifted up their voice, anJ 
said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live. 
And as they cried out, and threw off their garments, and cast dust into the air, the 
chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, bidding that he should 
be examined by scourging, that he might know for what cause they so shouted against 

25 him. And when they had tied him up with the thongs, Paul said unto the centurion 
that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemncd? 
And when the centurion heard it, he went to the chief captain, and Lo:d hirri, saying, 
What art thou about to do? for this man is a Roman. And the chief captain came, 

28 and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? And he said, Yea. And the· chief 
captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this citizenship. And Paul said, 
But I am a Roman born. They then which were about to examine him straightway 
departed from him: and the chief captain also was afraid, when he knew that he wa.> 
a Roman, and because he had bound him. 

30 But on the morrow, desiring to know the certainty, wherefore he was accused of 
the Jews, he loosed him, and commanded the chief priests and all the council to come 
together, and brought Paul down, and set him before them. 

23 And Paul, looking sledfastly on the council, said, Brethren, I have lived before 
God in all good conscience until this day. And the high priest Ananias commanded 
them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth. Then said Paul unto him, 
God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: and siltest thou to judge me according to 
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the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law? And they that 4 
stood by said, Reviles! thou God's high priest? And Paul said, I wist not, brethren, 
that he was high priest: for it is written, Tltou shalt not speak evil of a 
rulrr of thy people. But when Paul perceived that the one part were 
Sadducces, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Breth
ren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees: touching the hope and resur
rection of the dead I am called in question. And when he had so said, 

Paul's 
Appearance 
before the 
Council 

there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and Sadducees: and the assembly was 
di,·idcd.* And there arose a great clamour: and some of the scribes of the Pharisees' 9 
part stood up, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: and what if a spirit 
hath spoken to him, or an angel? :And when there arose a great dissension, the chief 
captain, fearinl!'. lest Paul should be torn in pieces by them, commanded the soldiero 
to go down and take him by force from among them, and bring him into the castle. 

And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer: for a 
as thou hast testified concerning me at Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at 
Rome. 

\',-PAUL TRANSFERRED TO ROMAN JUDICATURE AT CIESAREA 

And when it was day, the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a 12 

curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. And 
they were more than forty which made this conspiracy. And they came to the chief 
priests and the elders, and said, We have bound ourselves under a great curse, to 
taste nothing until we have killed Paul. Now therefore do ye with the council signify 15 
to the chief captain that he bring him down unto you, as though ye would judge of 
his case n~ore exactly: and we, or ever he come near, are ready to slay him. But 
Paul's sister's son heard of their lying in wait, and he came and entered into the castle, 
and told Paul. And Paul called unto him one of the centurions, and said, Bring this 
young man unto the chief captain: for he hath something to tell him. So he took 18 
him, and brought him to the chief captain, and saith, Paul the prisoner called me unto 
him, and asked me to bring this young man unto thee, who hath something to say to 
thee. And the chief captain took him by the hand, and going aside asked him pri
vately, What is that thou hast to tell me? And he said, The Jews have agreed to ask 20 

thee to bring down Paul to-morrow unto the council, as though thou wouldest inquire 
somewhat more exactly concerning him. Do not thou the.re fore yield unto them: 
for there lie in wait for him of them more than forty men, which have bound them
seh·es under a curse, neither to.eat nor to drink till they have slain him: and now are 
they ready, looking for the promise from thee. So the chief captain let the young man 22 

go, charging him, Tell no man that thou hast signified these things to me. And he 
called unto him two of the centurions, and said, Make ready two hundred soldier:; 
lo go as far as Cresarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearrnen two hundred, 
at the third hour of the night: and he bade them provide beasts, that they might set 
Paul thereon, and bring him safe unto Felix the governor. And he wrote a ~etter 25 
after this form: 

An Epistle 

Claudius Lysias: Unto the most excellent Governor Felix: Greeting. 26 

This man was seized by the Jews, and was about to be sluin of them, 
when I came upon them with the soldiers, and rescued him, having learned 
that he was a Roman. And desiring to know the -cause wht'refore thev 
accused him, I brought him down unto their council: whom I founcl 29 

*For the Sad<lucees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the 
Pharisees confess both. 
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to be accused about questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to 
his charge worthy of death or of bonds. And when it was shewn to me 
that there would be a plot ag:iinst the man, I sent him to thee forth
with, charging his accusers also to speak against him before thee. 

31 So the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul;and brought him by night 
to Antipatris. But on the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him, and re
turned to the castle: and they, when they came to.C~sarea, and delivered the lcltcr 
to the governor, presented Paul also before him. And when he had read it, he asked 
of what province he was; and when he understood that he was of Cilici3, I will 
hear thy cause, said he, when thine accusers also are come: and he commanded him 
to be kept in Herod's palace. 

24 And after live days the high priest Ananias came down with certain elders, and 
with an orator, one Trrtullus; and they informed the governor against Paul. And 
when he was called, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying: 

'Seeing that by thee we enjoy much peace, and that by thy providence evils arc 
corrected for this nation, we accept it in all ways and in all places, most excellent 
Felix, with all thankfulness. But, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I intreat 

s thee to hear us of thy clemency a few words. For we have found this man a pes
tilent fellow, and a mover of insurrections among all the Jews throughout the world, 
and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: who moreover assayed to profane the 
temple: on whom also we laid hold: from whom thou wilt be able, by examining 
hi :i thyself, to take knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him.' 

ro And the Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that these things were so. And 
when the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, Paul answered: 

'Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this 
nation, I do cheerfully make my defence: seeing that thou canst take knowledge, 

Paul's 
Speech be· 
fore Felix 

that it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship at Jeru
salem: and neither in the temple did they find me disputing with any 
man or stirring up a crowd, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city. 
Neither can they prove to thee the things whereof they now accuse mt'. 

14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the Way which they call a sect, so serve I the 
God of our fathers, believing all things which are according to the law, and whicl1 
are written in the prophets: having hope toward God, which these also themselves 
look for, that there shall be a resurrection both of the just and unjust. Herein do I 
also exercise myseli to have a conscience void of offen~e toward God and men alway. 

17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings: amidst 
which they found me purified in the temple, with no crowd, nor yet with tumult: 
but there were certain Jews from Asia - who ought to have been here before thee, 
and to make accusation, if they had aught against me: or else let these men them
selves say what wrong-doing they found, when I stood before the council; except 
it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them, Touching the rewr
rection of the dead I am called in question before you this day.' 

22 But Felix, having more exact knowledge concerning the Way, deferred them, 
saying, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will deternoine your mall<"r. 
And he gave order to the centurion that he should be kept in charge, and should 
have induigcnce; and not to forbid any of his friends to minister unto him. 

24 But after certain days, Felix came with Drusilla, his wife, which was a Jewess, 
and sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ Jesus. And as he 
reasoned of righteousness, and temperance, and the judgement to come, Felix w:is 
terrified, and answered, Go thy way for this time; and when I have a convenien> 

26 season, I will call thee unto me. He hoped withal that money would be given him 
of Paul: wherefore alsa he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him. But 
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when two vears were fulfilled, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and desiring 
to gain favour with the Jews, Felix left Paul in bonds. 

VT. - PAUL APPEALS TO C..ESAR 

Festus therefore, haYing come into the province, after three days went up to 25 
Jerusalem from Cesarea. And the chief priests and the principal men of the Jews 
informed him against Paul; and they besought him, asking favour against him, 
that he would send for him to Jerusalem; laying wait to kill him on the way. How
l>eit Festus answered, that Paul was kept in charge at Cresarea, and that he himself 
was about to depart thither shortly. Let them therefore, saith he, which are of 
pO\rer among you, go down with me, and if there is anything amiss in the man, let 
them accuse hin1. 

And when he had tarried among them not more than eight or ten days, he went 6 
down unto Cresarea; and on the morrow he sat on the judgement-scat, and com
manded Paul to be brought. And when he was come, the Jews which had come 
down from Jerusalem stood round about him, bringing against him many and 
grievous charges, which they could not prove; while Paul said in his defence, Neither 8 
against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Cresar, have I sinned 
at all. But Festus, desirin?; to gain favour with the Jews, answered Paul, and said, 
\\'ilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me? But 
Paul said, I am standing before Cresar's judgement-seat, where I ought to be jud!(ed: 
to the Jews haw I done no wrong, as thou also very well knowest. If then I am arr 
wrong-doer, and have committed anything worthy of death, I refuse not to die: 
but if none of those things is true, whereof these accuse me, no man can give me up 
unto them. I appeal unto Cresar. Then Festus, when he had conferred with the 
council, answered, Thou hast appealed unto Cresar: unto Cresar shalt thou go. 

:'ll'ow when certain days were passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice arrived at 13 
Cesarea, and saluted Festus. And as they tarried there n~any days, Festus laid 
Paul's case before the king, saying, There is a certain man left a prisoner by Felix: 
about whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews 
informed me, asking for sentence against him. To whom I answered, that it is not 16 
1he custom of the Romans to give up any man, before that the accused have the 
accusers face to face, and have had opportunity to make his defence concerning the 
matter laid against him. When therefore they were come together here, I made 
no delay, but on the next day sat down on the judgement-seat, and commanded 
!he man to be brought. Concerning whom, when the accusers stood up, they brought xB 
no charge of such e,·il things as I supposed; but had certain questions against him 
of their own religion, and of one Jesus, who was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be 
ali,·e. And I, being perplexed how to inquire concerning these things, asked whether 
he would go lo Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. Hut when Paul 21 

had arpealed to be kept for the decision of the emperor, I commanded him to be 
k~pt till I should send him to Cresar. And Agrippa said untc Festus, I also could 
wish to hear the man myself. To-morrow, saith he, thou shalt hear him. 

So on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great ·pon-.p, 23 
an.d t.hey were entered into the place of hearing, with the chief captains, and the 
r_nnc1pal .men of the city, at the command of Festus Paul was brought in. And 
Fest us saith: ' King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with us, ye behold 
this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews made suit to me, both at Jeru
salem and here, crying that he ought not to live any longer. But I found that he 25 
had comi:nitled nothing worthy of death: and as he himself appealed to the cm peror 
I determined to send him. Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. 
Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially before thee, king 
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Agrippa, that, after examination had, I may have somewhat to write. For it seemelh 
to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not withal to signify the charges against him.' 

26 And Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted lo speak for thyself. Then 
Paul stretched forth his hand, and made his defence: 

'I think myself happy, king Agrippa, that I am to make my defence before thee 
this day touching all the things whereof I am accused by the Jews: especially be
cause thou art expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: 

wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. My manner of life 
then from my youth up, which was from the beginning among mine 
own nation, and at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; having knowledge of 
me from the first, if they be willing to testify, how that after the suait~st 

Paul's 
Speech be
fore Agrippa 

6 sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. And now I stand here to be judged for ~:ie 
hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers; unto which promise our twelve 
tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain. And concerning tiJ,3 hope 
I am accused by the Jews, 0 king! Why is il judged incredible with you, if ".od doth 
raise the dead? I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary 

ro to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this I also did in Jerusalem: and I both shut 
up many of the saints in prisons, having received aulhority from the chief priests, 
and when they were put to death, I gave my vote against them. And punishing 
them oftentimes in all the synagogues, I strove to make them blaspheme; and being 

r2 exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto foreign cities. Where
upon as I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief 
priests, at midday, 0 king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, above the bright
ness of the sun, shining round about me and them that journeyed with me. And 
when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice saying unto me in the Hebrew 
language, Saul, Saul, why persecutes! thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against 

rs the goad. And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutes!. But arise, and stand upon thy feet: for to this end have I ap
peared unto thee, to appoint thee a minister and a witness both of the things wherein 
thou hast seen me, and of the things wherein I will appear unto thee; delivering 

18 thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom I send thee, lo open their 
eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive remission of sins and an inheritance among them tlwt 
are sanctified by faith in me. Wherefore, 0 king Agrippa, I was not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision: but declared both to them of Damascus first, and al 

Jerusalem, and throughout all the country of Judrea, and also to the Gentiles, that 
21 they should repent and turn to God, doing works worthy of repentance. For this 

cause the Jews seized me in the temple, and assayed to kill me. Having therefore 
obtained the help that is from God, I stand unto this day testifying both to small 
and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses did say should come; 
how that the Christ must suffer, and how that he first by the resurrection of the 
dead should proclaim light both to the people and to the Gentiles.' 

24 And as he thus made his defence, Festus saith with a loud voice, Paul, thou ;ut 
mad; thy much learning doth turn thee to madness. But Paul saith, I am not m.1d, 
most ~xcellent Festus; but speak forth words of truth and soberness. For the ki11" 
knowetb of these things, unto whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that 
none of these things is hidden from him; for this hath not been done in a cornl't. 

27 King Agrippa, believes! thou the prophets? I know that thou belie,·est. A11d 
Agrippa said unto Paul, With but little persuasion thou wouldest fain make me a 
Christian. And Paul said, I would to God, that whether with little or with mucl1, 
not thou only, but also all that hear me this day, might become such as I am, excel't 
these bonds. 

30 And the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with 
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them: and when they had withdrawn, they spake one to another, saying, This man 31 
doeth nothing worthy of death or ol bonds. And Agrippa said unto Festus, This 
man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Cresar. 

VII. - PAUL'S VOYAGE AND SillPWRECK 

And when it was determined that we should sail for Italy, they de.livered Paul 27 
and certain other prisoners to a centurion named Julius, of the Augustan band. 
And embarking in a ship of Adramyttium, which was about to sail unto the places 
on the coast of Asia, we put to sea, Aristarchus, a ~1acedonian of Thessalonica, 
being with us. And the next day we touched at Sidon: and Julius treated Paul 
kindly, and gave him leave to go unto his friends and refresh himself. And puttinp; 4 
to sea from thence, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were con
trary. And when we had sailed across the sea which is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, 
we came to '.llyra, a city of Lycia. And there the centurion found a ship of Alexan
dria sailing for Italy; and he put us therein. And when we had sailed slowly many 7 
days, and were come with difficulty over against Cnidus, the wind not further suffer
ing us, we sailed under the lee of Crete, over against Salrnone; and with difficulty 
coasting along it we came unto a certain place called Fair Havens; nigh where
unto was the city of Lasea .• 

And when much time was spent, and the voyage was now dangerous, because 9 
the Fast was now already gone by, Paul admonished them, and said unto them, 
Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will be with injury and much loss, not only of the 
lading and the ship, but also of our lives. But the centurion gave more heed to the 
master and to the owner of the ship, than to those things which were spoken by 
Paul. And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more part 12 

ad1·ised to put to sea from thence, if by any means they could reach Phocnix, and 
winter there; which is a haver. of Crete, looking north-east and south-east. And 
when the suuth wind blew softly, supposing that they harl obtained their purpose, 
they weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close in shore. But after no long time 
there beat down from it a tempestuous wind, which is called Euraquilo: and wl:en 15 
the ship was caught, and could not face the wind, we ,,;ave way to it, and were driven. 
And running under the lee of a small island called Cauda, we were able, with diffi
culty, to secure the boat: and when they had hoisted it up, they used helps, under
girding the ship; and, fearing lest they should be cast upon the Syrtis, they lowered 
the gear, and so were driven. And as we laboured exceedingly with the storm, 1s 
the next day they began to throw the freight overboard; and the third day they 
cast out with their own hands the tackling of the ship. And when neither sun nor 
stars shone upon us for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we 
should be saved was now taken away. And when they had been long without food, 21 

then Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened 
unto me, and not have set sail from Crete, and have gotten this injury and loss. 
And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of life among 
you, but only of the ship. For there stood by me this night an angel of the God 23 
wl1osc I am, whom also I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou rrust stand before 
C<t"sar: and lo, God hath granted thee all them that sail with ther. Wherefore, 
sir>, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even so as it hath been spoken 
unto me. Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island. 

llut when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven to and fro in the sea 27 
of Adria, aoout midnight the sailors surmised that they were drawing near to some 
country; and they sounded, and found twenty fathoms; and after a little space, they 
sounded again, and found fifteen fathoms. And fearing lest haply we should be cast 
ashore on rocky ground, they let go four anchors from the stern, and wished for the 
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30 day. And as the saiiors were seeking to flee out of the ship, and had lowered the boat 
into the sea, under colour as though they would lay out anchors from the foreship, 
Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye can
not be saved. Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off. 

33 And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to take some food, saying, 
This day is the fourteenth day that ye wait and continue fasting, having taken noth
ing. \\'here fore I beseech you to take some food: for this is for your safety: for ther<' 
shall not a hair perish from the head of any of you. And when he had said this, and 
had tak~n bread, he gave thanks to God in the presence of all: and he brake it, and 

36 began to eat. Then were they all of good cheer, and themselves also took food. 
And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls. And when 
they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea. 
And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they perceived a certain bay with 

40 a beach, and they took counsel whether they could drive the ship upon it. And cast
ing off the anchors, they left them in the sea, at the same time loosing the bands of 
the rudders; and hoisting up the foresail to the wind, they made for the beach. But 
lighting upon a place where two seas met, they ran the v~ssel aground; and the fore
ship struck and reIT'ained unmoveable, but the stern began to break up by the violence 

42 of the waves. And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them 
should swim out, and escape. But the centurion, desi•ing to save Paul, stayed them 
from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast them. 
selves overboard, and get first to the land: and the rest, some on planks, and some on 
other things from the ship. And so it came to pass, that they all escaped safe to the land. 

28 And when we were escaped, then we knew that the island was called l\Iclita. Anrl 
the barbarians shewed us no common kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received 
us all, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. But when Paul had 
gathered a bundle of slicks, and laid them on the fire, a viper came out by reason of 
the heat, and fastened on his hand. And when the barbarians saw the beast hanging 
from his hand, they said one to another, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, 

5 though he hath escaped from the sea, yet Justice hath not suijered to live. Howbeit 
he shook off the beast into the fire, and took no harm. But they expected that he 
would have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but when they were long in ex
pectation, and beheld nothing amiss come to him, they changed their minds, anrl 
said that he was a gad. 

7 Now in the neighbourhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of 
the island, named Publius; who received us, and entertained us three days courte
ously. And it was so, that the father of Publius lay sick of fever and dysentery: 
unto whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laying his hands on him healed him. 
And when this was done, the rest also which had diseases in the island came, and 
were cured: who also honoured us with many honours; and when we sailed, they 
put on board such things as we needed. 

rr And after three months we set sail jn a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered 
in the island, whose sign was The Twin Brothers. And touching at Syracuse, we 
tarried there three days. And from thence we made a circuit, and arrived at Rhci;iurn: 
and after one day a south wind sprang up, and on the second day we carr e lo I'utcoli: 
where we found brethren, and were intreated lo tarry with them seven clays: and so 

15 we came to Rome. And from thence the brethren, when they heard of us, came to 
meet us as far as The Market of Appius, and The Three Taverns: whom when Paul 
saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 

VIII. - PAUL IN ROME 

16 And when we entered into Rome, Paul was suffered to abide by himself with the 
soldier that guarded him. 
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And it came to pass, that after three days he called together those that were the 17 
chief of the Jews: and when they were come together, he said unto them: I, brethren, 
thou!(h I had done nothing against the people, or the customs of our fathers, yet was 
deli\·ered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans: who, when they 
had examined me, desired to set me at liberty, because there was no cause of death 
in me. But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Cesar; 
not that I had aught to accuse my nation of. For this cause therefore did I in treat 20 

vou to see and t•) speak with me: for because of the hope of Israel I am bound with 
ihis cha;'.'!_ And they said unto him, We neither received letters from Jud;:ea concern
in,g; t'.1ee, nor did any of the brethren come hither and report or speak any harm of 
thee. Bu~ we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, 
it is known to us that everywhere it is spoken against. 

And when they had appointed him a day, they came to him into his lodging in 23 
!(Teat number; to whom he expounded the matter, testifying the kingdom of God, and 
persuading them concerning Jesus, both from the law of Moses and from the prophets, 
from mornin!( till evening. And some believed the things which were spoken, and 
some disbelie\·ed. And when they agreed not among them:;eh·es, they departed, 25 
after that Paul had spoken one word: Well spake the Holy Ghost by Isaiah the 
prophet unto your fathers, saying: Go thou unto this people, end say, By hearing ye 
shall ltrar, and shall in no wise understand; and seeini; ye shall see, and shall in no wise 
prrrei«e: for this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearini;, and 27 
their eyes t!tev ltm•r closed; lest haply they should perceive with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, and should turn again, and I should heal 
/Item. Be it known therefore unto you, that this salvation of God is sent unto the 
Gen tiles: thev will also hear. 

And he abode two whole years in his own hired dwelling, and received all that went 30 
in unto him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teachinr~ the things concerning 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, none forbidding him. 

IX 

EPISTLES OF PAUL'S FIRST IMPRISONMENT 

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS 

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God: To the Saints1 
which are al [Ephesus] and the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord J csus Christ. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 3 
every spiritual IJ!essing in the heavenly places in Christ: even as he chose us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blemish 
before him in lo\·e: having foreordained us unto adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ unto himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of the 
glory of his grace, which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved: in whom we have 7 
our r~dempti:in through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace, which he made to abound toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence, having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his· 
µ:ood pleasure which he purposed in him unto a dispensation of the fulness ro 
of th~ times, to sum up all thinJ?,s in Christ, the things in the heavens, and 
the thmgs upon the earth; in him, I say, in whom also we were raade a heritage, 
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having been foreordained according to the purpose of him who worketh all things 
12 after the counsel of his will; to the end that we should be unto the praise of his glory, 

we who had before hoped in Christ: in whom ye also, having heard the word of the 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, - in whom, having also believed, ye were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is an earnest of our inheritance, unto the 

rs redemption of God's own possession, unto the praise of his glory. For this cause I 
also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you, and which ye 
shew toward all the saints, cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you 
in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may gi\'e 

18 unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him; having':':~ eyes 
of your heart enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, w (.at llw 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what the exceeding greatness 
of his power to us-ward who believe, according lo that working of the strength of 
his might which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, ar.L i.1ade 

21 him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule, and 2,',;thority, 
and power, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, bul 
also in that which is to come: and he put all things in subjection und~r his feet, ancl 
gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of 
him that filleth a II in a IL 

2 And you did he quicken, when ye were dead through your trespasses and sins, 
wherein aforetime ye walked according to the course of this world, acccrding tc the 
prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedi
ence. Among whom we also all once lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desire:; 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

4 But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when 
we were dead through our trespasses, quickened us together with Christ (by grace 
have ye been saved), and raised us up with him, and made us to sit with him in the 
heavenly places, in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the exceed
ing riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace have ye 
been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of 

ro works, that no man should glory. For we arc his work1Panship, created in Chri't 
Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them. Where
fore remember, that aforelime ye, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called l:ncir
cumcision by that which is called Circumcision, in the flesh, made by hands; that ye 
were at that time separate from Christ, alienated from the comn:onwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of the promise, having no hope and without God 

13 in the world. But now in Christ Jesus ye that once were far off are made nigh in 
the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who made both one, and brake down the 
middle wall of partition, having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; that he might create in himself of the 
twain one new man, so making peace; and might reco~cile them both in one body 
unto God through the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: and he came and 
preiichcd peace to you that were far off, and peace to them that were nigh: ior 

19 through him we both have our access in one Spirit unto the Father. So then ye are 
no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and 11f 
the household of God, being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; in whom each several building, 
fitly framed together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also 
are builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit. 

3 For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus in behalf of you Gentiles: -
- If so be that ye have beard of the dispensation of that grace of God whiu. wa> 

given me to you-ward; how that by revelation was made known unto me the mystery, 
as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, when ye read, ye can perceive my under-
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standing in the mystery of Christ; which in other 11:enerations was not made known 
unto the sons of men, as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and pro
phets in the Spirit; to wit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members 6 
of the body, and fellow-partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 
whereof I was made a minister, according to the 11:ift of that grace of God which was 
giwn me according to the workin11: of his power. Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery 
which from all ages hath been hid in God who created all things; to the intent that 10 

now unto the principalities and the powers in the heavenly places might be made 
krrnwn through the church the manifold wisdom of God, according lo the eternal 
purpose which he purposed in Christ J cs us our Lord: in whom we have boldness 
and access in confidence throu11:h our faith in him. Wherefore I ask that ye faint 
not at my tribulations for you, which are your glory. For this cause I bow my knees I4 
unto the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that 
he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, that ye may be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith; to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may 
be strong to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, and to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye may 
be filled unto all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 20 

abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in 
us, unto him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all gene:rations for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to walk worthily of the calling 4 
wherewith ye were called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, for
hearing one another in love; giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spi"rit in the 
bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in 
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all. But unto each one of u~; was the 7 
grace gi,·en according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (Wherefore he saith, 

When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, 
Aml gave gifts unto men. 

Now this, He ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts 
of the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended far above all the 
hca,·ens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some to be apostles; and some, n 
prophet,;; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting 
of the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto the building up of the body of Christ: 
till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: that 
we may lie no longer children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error; but spc'.Jking 15 
truth in love, may grow up in all things into him, which is the head, even Christ; 
~ram whom all the body fitly framed and knit together through that which every 
JOin~ supplieth, according to the working in due measure of each several part, makelh 
.the increase of the body unto the building up of itself in love. 

This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye no longer walk as the Gentiles 17 
also walk, in the vanity of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, alienated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the harden
ing of their heart; who being past feeling gave themselves up to lasciviousness, to 
work all uncleanness with greediness. But ye did not so learn Christ; if so be that 
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22 ye heard him, and were taught in him, even as truth is in Jesus: that ye put away, 
as concerning your former manner of life, the old man, which waxeth corrupt after 
the lusts of deceit; and that ye be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the 
new man, which after God hath been created in righteousness and holiness of truth. 
Wherefore, putting away falsehood, speak ye truth each one with his neighbour: 

26 for we are members one of another. Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go 
down upon rour wrath: neither give place to the devil. Let him that stole steal no 
more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing that is good, that 
he may have whereof to give to him that hath need. Let no corrupt speech proceed 
out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may 

3o give grace to them that hear. And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, in whom ye 
were sealed unto the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and railing, he put away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, e\·en as God also in Christ for-

5 gave you. Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, 
even as Christ also loved you, and gave himself up for us, an offering and.a sacrifice 
to God for an odour of a sweet smell. But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covet
ousness, let it not even be named among you, as becometh saints; nor filthiness, nor 
foolish talking, or jesting, which are not befitting: but rather giving of thanks. 

s For this ye know of a surety, that no fornicator, nor unclean person, nor covetous 
man, which is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and Gcd. 
Let no man deceive you with empty words: for because of these things cometh the 
wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience. Be not ye therefore partakers with 

8 them; fol' ye were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord: walk as children 
of light (for the fruit of the light is in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 
proving what is well-pleasing unto the Lord; an<l ha Ye no fellowship with the unfruit
ful work:. of darkness, but rather even reprove them; for the things which are done 

13 by them in secret it is a shame even to speak of. But all things when they are 
rcproYed are made manifest by the light: tor everything that is made manifest is 
light. Wherefore he saith, Awake, thou that steepest, and arise from the dead, amt 
Christ shall shine upon thee. 

Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise, but as wise; redeeming the 
17 time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand whal 

the will of the Lord is. And be not drunken with wine, wherein is riot, but be 
filled with the Spirit; speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; gi\·ing thanks always 
for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; sub
jecting yourselves one to another in the fear of Christ. 

22 Wives, be in subjection unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the 
husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, being himself 
the saviour of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wi1-es 
also be to their husbands in everything. Husbands, !01-e your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself up for it; that he might sanctify it, ha\·ing 
cleansed it by the washing of water with the word, that he might present the church 
to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but tha1 

28 it should be holy and without blemish. Even so ought husbands also to Jove thell' 
own wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his own wife loveth himself: for no 
man ever hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Christ also 
the church; because we are members of his body. For this cause shall a man lea1·1· 
his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the twain shall become one 

32 flesh. This mystery is great: but I speak in regard of Christ and of the church. 
Nevertheless do ye also severally Jove each one his own wife even as himself; and let 
the wife see that she fear her husband. 
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Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father6 
111111 motltcr (which is the first commandment with promise), that it may be well with 
tlta, and tltou mayest lh•e long an lite earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your chil
dren to wrath: but nurture them in the chastening and admonition of the Lord. 
Scn·anl;-;, be obedient unto them that according to the flesh a1e your masters, with 
iear and tremblin_g, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; not in the way of6 
c'\"csen·ice, as men-pleasers; but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart; with good will doing service, as unto the Lord, and not unto men: know
ing that whatsoe,·er good thing each one doeth, the same shall he receive again 
from the Lord, whether he be bond or free. And, ye masters, do the same things unto 
the:n, and f,1rbear threatening: knowing that both their l\laster and yours is in heaven, 
and there is no respect of persons with him. 

Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might. Put on the 10 

whole annour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
For our wrestling is not against 11esh and blood, but against the principalities, against 
the p<rn·ers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. Wherefore take up the whole armour of God, 13 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having done all, to stand. 
Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breast
plate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace; 'vithal taking up the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all the fiel")· darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 1; 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God: with all prayer and supplication praying at 
all seasons in the Spirit, and watching thereunto in all perseverance and supplica
tion for all the saints: - and on my behalf, that utterance may be given unto me in 
opening my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains; that iii it I may speak boldly, as I ought to 
speak. · 

But that ye also may know my affairs, how I do, Tychicus, the beloved brother 21 

and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known to you all things: whom I 
haYe sent unto you for this ,-ery purpose, that ye may know our state, and that he 
may comfort your hearts. 

Peace be to the brethren, and lave with faith, from God the Father and 23 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all them that lave our Lard Jesus 
Christ in uncorruptness. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS 

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of Gad: and Timothy 1 
our Brother: Ta the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at 
Colossa: : Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

We gi,·e _thank,; to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 3 
for you, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have 
toward all the saints, because of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens, 
whereof ye heard hefore in the word of the truth of the gospel, which is come unto 
you; even as it is also in all the world bearing fruit and increasing, as it doth in you 
also! since the day ye heard and knew the grace of God in truth; even as ye learned 
of Epaphras our belo\•ed fellow-servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our 
behalf, who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. For this cause we also, 9 
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since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray and make request for you, that ye 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understand-

ro ing, to walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of God; strenglhened with all power, according to 
the might of his glory, unto all patience and longsuffering with joy; giving thanks 
unto the Father, who made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light; who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us in lo the 

14 kingdom of the Son of his love; in whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of 
our sins: who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 
him were all things created, in the heave~s and upon the earth, things visible anu 
things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all thin12:s 
have been created through him, and unto him; and he is before all things, and in 

18 him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the begin
ning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
For it was the good pleasure of the Father that in him should all the fulness dwell; 
and through him to reconcile all things unto himself, having made peace through 
the blood of his cross; through him, I say, whether things upon the earth, or things 

21 in the heavens. And you, being in time past alienated and enemies in your mind 
in your evil works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and without blemish and unreproveable before him: if so be that 
ye continue in the faith, grounded and stedfast, and not mo~ed away from the hope 
of the gospel which ye heard, which was preached in ali creation under heaven; 
whereof I Paul was made a minister. 

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and fill up on my part that which 
is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church; 
whereof I was made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which was given 
me to you-ward, to fulfil the word of God, even the mystery which hath been hid 

27 from all ages and generations: but now hath it been manifested lo his saints, to whom 
God was pleased to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: whom we proclaim, admonish
ing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every 
man perfect in Christ; whereunto I labour also, striving according to his working, 

2 which worketh in me mightily. For I would have you know how greatly I strive 
for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the 
flesh; that their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love, and unto 
all riches of the full assurance of understanding, that they may know the mystery 
of God, even Christ, in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden. 

4 This I say, that no one may delude you with persuasiveness of speech. For though 
I am absenl in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your 
order, and the sled fastness of your faith in Christ. As therefore ye received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and builded up in him, and stablished in your 
faith, even as ye were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

8 Take heed lest there shall be any one that makelh spoil of you through his philos-
ophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the mirld, 
and not after Christ: for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and 
in him ye are made full, who is the head of a:' principality and power: in whom ye 
were also circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting off 

12of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ; having been buried with him 
in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, 
who raised him from the dead. And you, being dead through your trespasses and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, you, I say, did he quicken together with him, hav-

14 ing forgiven us all our trespasses; having blotted out the bond written in ordinances 
that was against us, which was contrary to us: and he hath taken it out of the way, 
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nailing it to the cross; having put off from himself the principalities and the powers, 
he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. Let no man therefore 16 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a feast day or a new moon or a sabbath 
clav: which are a shadow of the things to come; but the body is Christ's. Let no 
man rob you of your prize by a voluntary humility and worshipping of the angels, 
dwelling in the thin.gs which he hath seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and 
not holding fast the Head, from whom all the body, being supplied and knit together 
through the joints and bands, increaseth with the increase of God. 

If ye died with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in 20 

the world, do ye subject yourselves to ordinances - Handle not, nor taste, nor touch 
(all which things are to perish with the using) - after the precepts and doctrines of 
men? Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship, and humility, 
and severity to the body; but are not of any value against the indulgence of the flesh. 
If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 3 
Chri-;t is, seated on the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things that are 
above, not on the things that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God: when Christ, who is our life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also 
with him be manifested in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon s 
the earth; fornication, uncleanness, passion, l.'Vil desire, and covetousness, the which 
is idolatry; for., which things' sake cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of dis
obedience; in lhe which ye also walked aforetime, when ye lived in these things. 
But now put ye also away all these; anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speak- s 
ing out of your mouth: lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off the old 
man with his doings, and have put on the new man, which is bein!( renewed unto 
knowledge after the image of him that created him: where there cannot be Greek 
and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman: 
but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, 12 

a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one 
another, and forgiving each other, if any man have a corr.plaint against any; even 
as the Lord forgave you, so also do ye: and above all these things put on love, which 
is the L<md of perfectness. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to the 15 
which also ye were called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another with psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God. And 
whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 

Wives, be in subjection to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, 18 
love your wives, and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in all 
things, for this is well-pleasing in the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children, 
that they be not discouraged. Servants, obey in all things them that are your mas
ters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in singleness 
of heart, fearing the Lord: whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto the Lord, and ~3 
not unto men; knowing that from the t..ord ye shall receive the recompense of the 
inheritance: ye serve the Lord Christ. For he that doeth wrong shall receive again 
fur the wronJ! that he hath done: and there is no respect of persons. Masters, render 4 
~mlo your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also haver Master 
m hca,·en. 
. Continue stcdfastly in prayer, watching therein with thanksgiving; withal pray- z 
mg for.us also, that God may open unto us a door for the word, to speak the mystery 
of Chnst, for which 1 am also in bonds; that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 
speak. Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let 
your speech he always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye 
nughl to answer each one. • 
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7 All my affairs shall Tychicus make known unto you, the beloved brother and 
faithful minister and fellow-servant in the Lord: whom I have sent unto you for 
this very purpose, that ye may know our estate, and that he may comfort your hearts; 
together with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They 
shall make known unto you all things that are done here. 

xo Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner saluteth you, and Mark, the cousin of Barna bas 
(touching whom ye received comm.andments; if he corl"e unto you, receive him), 
and Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision: these only are mv 
fellow-workers unto the kingdom of God, men that have been a comfort unto mt:. 

12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, saluteth you, always striving 
for you in his prayers, that ye may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of 
God. For I bear him witness, that he hath much labour for you, and for them in 
Laodicea, and for them in Hierapolis. Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas 

rs salute you. Salute the brethren that are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church 
that is in their house. And when this epistle hath been read· among you, cause that 
it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye also read the epistle from 
Laodicea. And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received 
in the Lord, that thou fulfil it. 

xB The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand. Rcmei~ber my bonds. 
Grace be with you. 

THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus: and Timothy our brother: To Pltilemon 
our beloved and fellow-worker, and to Apphia our sister, and to Archippus 
our fellow-soldier, and to the church in thy house : Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I thank my God always, making mention of thee in my prayers, hearing of thy 
love, and of the faith which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus, and toward all the 
saints; that the fellowship of thy faith may become effectual, in the knowledge of 
every good thing which is in you, unto Christ. For I had much joy and comfort in 
thy love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through thee, brother. 

8 Wherefore, though I have all boldness in Christ to en join thee that \\'hich is befit--
ting, yet for love's sake I rather beseech, being such a one as Paul the aged, and now 
a prisoner also of Christ Jesus: I beseech thee for my child, whom I ha,·e begotten 
in my bonds, Onesimus, who was aforetime unprofitable to thee, but now is profitable 
to thee and to me: whom I have sent back to thee in his own person, that is, my very 

13 heart: whom I would fain have kept with me, that in thy behalf he might minister 
unto me in the bonds of the gospel: but without thy mind I \\'Ould do nothing; that 
thy goodness should not be as of necessity, but of free will. For perhaps he was 
therefore parted from thee for a season, that thou shouldest have him for ever; no 
longer as a servant, but more than a servant, a brother beloved, specially to rrc, but 

17 how much rather to thee, both in the flesh and in the Lord. If then thou countcsl n•e 
a partner, receive him as myself. But if he hath \\Tonged thee at all, or oweth thel' 
aught, put that to mine account; I Paul write it with mine own hand, I will repay 1/: 
that I say not unto thee how that thou owes! to me even thine own self besides. Yea, 

21 brother, let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh my heart in Christ. Having 
confidence in thine obedience I write unto thee, knowing that thou wilt do even be
yond what I say. But withal prepare me also a lodging: for I hope that through 
your prayers I shall be granted unto you. 
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Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner in Christ Jesus, saluteth thee; and so do Mark, 23 
Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-workers. The grace of our Lord Jesus Chri5t 
be with your spirit. Amen. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS 

Paul and Timothy, Servants of Christ Jesus: To all the Saints in Christ l 
Jesus which arc at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I thank my God upon all my remembrance of you, always in every supplication 3 
of mine on behalf of you all making my supplication with joy, for your fellowship in 
furtherance of the l(Ospel from the first day until now; being confident of this very 
thing, that he which began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Jesus 
Christ: eYen as it is right for me to be thus minded on behalf of you all, because I 7 
have you in my heart, inasmuch as, both in my bonds and in the defence and con
iinnation of the gospel, ye all are partakers with me of grace. For God is my witness, 
how I long after you all in the tender mercies of Christ Jesus. And this I pray, that 
your lo\'e may abound yet more and more in knowledge and all discernment; so 10 

that ye may approve the things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and void 
of offence unto the.day of Christ; being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which 
are through Jesm Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 

Now I would ha Ye you know, brethren, that the things which happened unto me 12 

have fallen out rather unto the progress of the gospel; so that my bonds became mani
fest in Christ throughout the whole prretorian guard, and to all the rest; and that 
~ost of the brethren in the Lord, being confident through my bonds, are more abun
dantly bold to speak the word of God without fear. Some indeed preach Christ even 15 
of em·y and strife; and some also of good will: the one do it of love, knowing that I 
am set for the defence of the gospel: but the other proclaim Christ of faction, not 
sincerely, thinking to raise up affliction for me in my bonds. What then? only that 
in e\'ery way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and therein I 
rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. For I know that this shall tum to my salvation, through 19 

your supplication and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, a•2cording to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that in nothing shall I be put to sharre, but that with all bold
ness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether by life, 
or by death. For lo me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if to live in the 
flesh, - if this is the fruit of my work, then what I shall choose I wot not. But I am 23 
in a strait betwixt the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ; for it is 
Yery far better: yet to abide in the flesh is more needful for your sake. And having 
this confidence, I know tliat I shall abide, yea, and abide with you all, for your pro
gress and joy in the faith; that your glorying may abound in Christ Jesus in me 
through my presence with you again. 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ: that, whether I 27 
come and see you or be absent, I may hear of your state, that ye stand fast in one 
spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of the gospel; and in nothing affrighted by 
the adl'ersarics: which is for them an evidcnt·tokcn of perdition, but of your sah·ation, 
and that from God; because to you it hath been granted in the behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe on him, but also to suffer in his behalf: having the same conffict 
which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. If there is therefore any comfort in 2 
Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies 
an~ compassions, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be of the same mind, having the same love, 
l>emg of one accord, of one mind; doing nothing through faction or through vain· 
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glory, but in lowliness of mind each counting other better than himself; not looking 
s each of you to his own things, but each of you also to the things of others. Have 

this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, 
counted it not a prize to be on an equality with God, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being made in the likeness of rr;en; and being found in fashion as 
a man, !:.· humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the cleath of 

9 the cross. Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and gave unto him the narn~ which 
is above every name; that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven and things on earth and things under the earth, and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. So then, my be
loved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, bu: nov' much 

'3 more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; fer it is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure. Do all 
things without murmurings and disputings; that ye may be blameless and harmless, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 

i6 among whom ye are seen as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life; that 
I may have whereof to glory in the day of Christ, that I did not run in vain neither 
labour in vain. Yea, and if I am offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, 
I joy, and rejoice with you all: and in the same manner do ye also joy, and rejoice 
with me. 

19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy shortly unto you, that I also may 
be of good comfort, when I know your state. For I have no man likemindcd, who 
will care truly for your state. For they all seek their own, not the things of Jesus 
Christ. But ye know the proof of him, that, as a child serveth a father, so he served 

23 with me in furtherance of the gospel. Him therefore I hope to send forthwith, so 
soon as I shall see how it will go with me: but I trust in the Lord that I myself also 
shall come shortly. But I counted it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my 
brother and fellow-worker and fellow-soldier, and your messenger and minister to 
my need; since he longed after you all, and was sore troubled, because ye had heard 
that he was sick: for indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; 

28 and not on him only, but on me also, that I might not have sorrow upon sorrow. I 
have sent him therefore the more diligently, that, when ye see him again, ye may 
rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful. Receive him therefore in the Lord with 
all joy; and hold such in honour: because for the work of Christ he came nigh unto 
death, hazarding his life to supply that which was lacking in your service toward 
me. 

3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. -
To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not irksome, but for you it is safe. 

Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the concision: for we arc 
the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God, and glory in Christ Jesu~, and 
have no confidence in the flesh: though I myself might have confidence even 
in the flesh: if any other man thinketh to have confidence in the flesh, I yet more: 

5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; as touching zeal, persecting tlw 
church; as touching the righteousness which is in the law, found hlamel~ss. How· 
beit what things were gain to me, these have I counted loss for Christ. Yea verily, 
and I count all things to be loss for the· excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dun~. 

9 that I may gain Christ, and be found in him, not having a righteousness of mine own, 
even that which is of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteous
ness which is of God by faith: that I may know him, and the power of his resurrec
tion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, becoming conformed unto his death; if 

12 by any means I may attain unto the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have 
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already obtained, or am already made perfect: but I press on, if so be that I may 
apprehend that for which also I was apprehended by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I 13 
count not m)·self yet to have apprehended: but one thing I do, forgetting the things 
which arc behind, and stretching forward lo the things which arc before, I press on 
toll'ard the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us 
therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye are other
"·ise minded, e1·en this shall God rel'eal unto you: only, whereunto we have already 16 
artained, by that same rule let us walk. Brethren, be ye imitators together of n-e, 
and ma!k them which so walk even as ye hal'e us for an ensample. For many walk, 
of ll'hom I :old you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enencies 
of the cross of Christ: whose end is perdition, whose god is the belly, and whose glory 
is in their shame, who mind earthly things. Foc our citizenship is in heaven; from 20 

wlience also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall fashior. anew the 
body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, accord
ing to the working whereby he is able even to subject all things unto himself. 
Wherefore, my brethren belored and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast 4 
in the Lord, my beloved. . 

I exhort Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in the Lord. 
Yea, I beseech thee also, true yokefellow, help these women, for they laboured 
ll'ith me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow-workers, whose 
names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord alway: again I will say, Rejoice. Let your forbearance be 4 
known unto all men. The Lord is at hanck In nothing be anxious; but in e1·ery
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
knoll'n unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatsoever s 
things are true, whatsoever things are honourable, whatsoever things are just, what
soel"er things are pure, whatsoe1·er things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
The things which ye both learned and received and heard and saw in me, these 
thinl(s do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

But I rejoice in the Lord greatly, that now at length ye have revived your thought 10 

for me; wherein ye did indeed take thought, but ye lacked opportunity. Not that 
I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therein to 
be content. I know how to be abased, and I know also how to abound: in every
thing and in all things have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be hungry, 
both to abounJ and to be in want. I can do all things in him that strengtheneth me. 13 
Howbeit ye did well, that ye had fellowship with my ailliclion. And ye yourselves 
also know, ye l'hilippians, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 
l\lacedonia, no church had fellowship with me in the matter of giving and receiving, 
but ye only; for even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my need. Not 
that I seek for the gift; but I seek for the fruit that increascth to your account. But 18 
I have all things, and abound: I am filled, having received from Epaphroditus the 
thinl-(s that came from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well
pleasing tc ~od. And my God shall fulfil every need of yours according to his riches 
in g1ory _,: cnrist Jesus. Now unto our God and Father be the glory for ever and 
ever. Am~n. 

Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me salute you. 21 

All the saints salute you, especially they that are of Ca:sar's household. The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. • 
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x 
LAST EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL 

THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God 
our Saviour, and Christ Jesus our hope: Unto Timothy, my true 
child in faith: Grace, mercy, peace, from God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

3 As I exhorted thee to tarry at Ephesus, when I was going into Macedonia, thal 
thou mightest charge certain men not to teach a different doctrine, neither to give 
heed to fables and endless genealogies, the which minister questionings, rather than 
a dispensation of God which is in faith; so do I now. But the end of the charge 

6 is love out of a pure heart and a good conscience and faith unfeigned: from which 
things some having swerved have turned aside unto vain talking; desiring to be 
teachers of the law, though they understand neither what they say, nor whereof 
they confidently affirm. But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully, 

9 as knowing this, that law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and 
unruly, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of 
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for abusers of 
themselves with men, for men-stealers, for liars, for false swearers, and if there lie 
any other thing contrary to the sound doctrine; according to the gospel of the glory 
of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 

12 I thank him that enabled me, even Christ Jesus our Lord, for that he counter! 
me faithful, appointing me to his service; though I was before a blasphemer, and 
a persecutor, and injurious: howbeit I obtained mercy, becaus~ I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord abounded exceedingly with faith and love 

15 which is in Christ Jesus. Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world lo save sinners; of whom I am chief: howlwil 
for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me as chief might Jesus Christ shew forth 
all his longsuffering, for an ensample of them which should hereafter belie,·e on him 
unto eternal life. Now unto the King eternal, incorruptible, invisible, the only Gou, 
be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

18 This charge I commit unto thee, my child Timothy, according to the prophecies 
which led the way to thee, that by them thou mayest war the good warfare; hold
ing faith and a good conscience; which some having thrust from them made ship
wreck concerning the failh: of whom is Hymen::eus and Alexander; whom I deJi,·ereJ 
unto Satan, that they might be taught not to blaspheme. 

2 I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanks-
givings, be made for all men; for kings and all that are in high place; that we may 
lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and gravity. This is good and accept
able in the sight of God our Saviour; who willeth that all men should be saved, 

5 and come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, one mediator alot> 
between God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for 
all; the testimony to be borne in its own times; whereunto I was appointed a preachl'r 
and an apostle (I speak the truth, I lie not), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
truth. 

I desire therefore that the men pray in every place, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and disputing. In like manner, that women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefastness and sobriety; not with braided hair, and gold or pearls 
or costly raiment; but (which becometh women professing godliness) through gooJ 

12 works. Let a woman learn in quietness with all subjection. But I permit not a 
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woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a man, but to be in quietness. For 13 
.\dam was first fonred, then Eve; and Adam "·as not beguiled, but the woman being 
bcl(liiled hath fallen into transgression: but she shall be saved through the child
bcarin", if they continue in faith and love and sanctification with sobriety. 

Fafihful is the saying, lf a man seeketh the office of a bishop, he desireth a good 3 
work. The bishop therefore must be without reproach, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sobermindcd, orderly, giYen to hospitality, apt to teach; no brawler, no 
striker; but gentle, not contentious, no lo\·er of money; one that ruleth well his 
own house, ha Ying his children in subjection with all gravity; (but if a man knoweth 
not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) not 
a no\"ice, lest being puffed up he fall into the condemnation of the devil. More- 7 
owr he must ha Ye good testin~ony from them that are without; lest he. fall into 
reproach and the snare of the de\·il. Deacons in like manner must be grave, not 
doubletongued, not gi,·en to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; holding the mys
tery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be proved; then let 
them scn·e as deacons, if they be blameless. Women in like rr.anncr must be grave, II 
not slanderers, tern perate, faithful in all things. Let deacons be husbands of one 
wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For they that have served 
well as deacons gain to themseh·es a good standing, and great boldness in the faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. 

These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly; but if I tarry 14 
long, that thou mayest know how men ought to behave themselves in the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And 
without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 

He wlzo was manifested in the flesh, 
Justified in the spirit, 

Seen of angels, 
Preached among the nations, 
Believed on in the world, 

Received up in glory. 

But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall away from the faith, 4 
gfring heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, through the hypocrisy of 
men that speak lies, branded in their own conscience as with a hot iron; forbidding 
to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God created to be received 
with thanksgiving by them that believe and know the truth. For every creature of 
God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it be received with thanksgiving: for 
it is sanctified through the word of God and prayer. 

rr thou put the brethren in mind of these things, thou shalt be a good minister 6 
of Christ Jesus, nourished in the words of the faith, and of the good doctrine which 
thou hast followed until now: but refuse profane and old wives' fables. ·And exer
cise thyself unto godliness: for bodily exercise is profitable for a little; but godliness 
i' prol1table for all things, having promise of the life which now is, and of that which 
i.> to come. faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation. For to this end 
\IC labour and stri,·e, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the 
Sa,·iour of all men, specially of them that believe. 

These things command and teach. Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou n 
an ensample to them that believe, in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, in 
purity. Till l come, give heed to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. Neglect 
nm the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on 
of the hands of the presbytery. Be diligent in these things; give thyself wholly 15 
lo them; that thy progress may be manifest unto all. Take heed to thyself, and to 
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,uch as drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root ro 
of all kinds of e\'il: which some reaching after have been led astray from the faith, 
and ha,·e pierced themseh•es through with many sorrows. But thou, 0 man of 
God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness. Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on the life eternal, whereunto r2 
thou wast called, and didst confess the l(ood confession in the sight of many wit
nesses. I chaq~e thee in the sight of God, who quickcneth all things, and of Christ 
[esus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed the good confession; that thou keep 
ihc commandment, without spot, without reproach, until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: which in its own times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Po- rs 
tentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, dwelling 
in Jil(ht unapproachable; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour 
and power eternal. Amen. 

Charge them that are rich in this present world, that they be not highminded, r1 
nor ha,·e their hope set on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who giveth us richly 
all thinl(s to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in good works, that they 
be ready to distribute, willing to communicate; laying up in store for themselves 
a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on the life which 
is lire indeed. 

0 Timothy, guard that which is committed unto thee, turning away from the 20 

profane babblings and oppositions of the knowledge which is falsely so called; which 
some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with you. 

THE EPISTLE TO TITUS 

Pa11/, a Servant of God, and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, according lo l 
the faith of God's elect, and the knowledge of the truth which is according 
to godliness, in hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised 
before times eternal ; b11t in his own seasons manifested his word in the 
message, wherewith I was intrusted according to the command of God our 
Saviour: To Titus, my true child after a common faith: Grace and 
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things thats 
were wanting, and appoint elders in every city, as I gave thee charge; if any man 
is blameless, the husband of one wife, having children that believe, who are not 
accused of riot or unruly. For the bishop must be blameless, as God's steward; not 
selfwilled, not soon angry, no brawler, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but given 
to hospitality, a lover of good, soberminded, just, holy, temperate; holding to the 9 
faithful word which is according to the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort 
in the s0und doctrine, and to convict the gainsayers. For there are many unruly 
men, min talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision, whose mouths 
musi be stopped; men who overthrow whole houses, teaching things which they 
ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, r2 

Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, idle gluttons. 

This testimony is true. For which cause reprove them sharply, that they may be 
sound in the faith, not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men 
who tum away from the truth. To the pure all things are pure: but to them that rs 
are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but both their mind and their con-
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thy teaching. Continue in these things; for in doing this thou shalt save both thy
self and them that hear thee. 

5 Rebuke not an elder, but exhort him as a father; the younger men as brethren: 
the elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, in all purity. 

3 Honour widows that are widows indeed. But if any widow hath children or 
grandchildren, let them learn first to shew piety towards their own family, and to 
requite their parents: for this is acceptable in the sight of God. Now she that j, 

a widow indeed, and desolate, hath her hope set on God, and continueth in suppli
cations and prayers night and day. But she that giveth herself to pleasure is dead 

7 while she liveth. These things also command, that they may be without repro:1ch. 
But if any provideth not for his own, and specially his own household, he hath denied 
the faith,. and is worse than an unbeliever. Let none be enrolled as a widow under 
threescore years old, having been the wife of one man, well reported of for gocd 
works; if she hath brought up children, if she hath used hospitality to strangers, 
if she hath washed the saints' feet, if she hath relieved the affiicted, if she hath dili-

11 gently followed every good work. But younger widows refuse: for when they have 
waxed wanton against Christ, they desire to marry; having condemnation, because 
they have rejected their first faith. And withal they learn also to be idle, going about 
from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking 

14 things which they ought not. I desire therefore that the younger widows marry, 
bear children, rule the household, give none occasion to the adversary for reviling: 
for already some are turned aside after Satan. If any woman that believeth hath 
widows, let her relieve them, and let not the church be burdened; that it may relieve 
them that are widows indeed. 

17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially 
those who labour in the word and in teaching. For the scripture saith, Thou slialt 
not muzde the ox when he treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of lzis 
hire. Against an elder receive not an accusation, except at the mouth of two or three 
witnesses. 

20 Them that sin reprove in the sight of all, that the rest also may be in fear. 
I charge thee in the sight of God, and Christ Jesus, and the elect angels, that 

thou observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing by partiality. 
Lay hands hastily on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: kec•p 

thyself pure. 
23 Be no longer a drinker of water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake 

and thine often infirmities. 
Some men's sins arc evident, going before unto judgement; and some men also 

they follow after. In like manner also there are good works that are evident; am! 
such as are otherwise cannot be hid. 

6 Let as many as are servants under the yoke count their own masters worthy of 
all honour, that the name of God and the doctrine be not blasphemed. And they 
that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; 
but let them serve them the rather, because they that partake of the benefit are 
believing and beloved. 

3 These things teach and exhort. If any man teacheth a different doctrine, and 
consenteth not to sound words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Chrisl, and ttJ 
the doctrine which is according to godliness; he is puffed up, knowing nothing, bul 
doting about questionings and disputes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, rail
ings, evil surrnisings, wranglings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the truth, 

6 supposing that godliness is a way of gain. But godliness with contentment is great 
gain: for we brought nothing into the world, for neither can we carry anything out; 
but having food and covering we shall be therewith content. But they that desire 
to be rich fall into a temptation and a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
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science are defiled. They profess that they know God; but by their works they deny 
him, being abominable, a~d diso~edient, and unto every good work reprobate. 

2 But speak thou the thmgs which befit the sound doctrine: that aged men be 
temperat~, g~ave, sobermind~d, sound in faith, in love, in patience: that aged 
women hkew1se be reverent m demeanour, not slanderers nor enslaved to murh 
wine, teachers of that which is good; that they may train the young women to 101-., 

5 their husbands, to love their children, to be soberminded, chaste, workers 2.t h01re 
kind, being in subjection to their own husbands, that the word of God be not bias'. 
phemed: the younger men likewise exhort to be soberminded: in all things shewing 
thyself an ensample of good works; in thy doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, 
sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part ncav 

9 be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of us. Exhort servants to be in subjectiui1 
to their own masters, and to be well-pleasing to them in all things; not gainsaying; 
not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things. For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salrn
tion to all men, instructing us, to the intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly 

13 lusts, we should live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world; looking 
for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a people for his own possession, zealous of good works. These 
things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no man despise thee. 

3 Put them in mind to be in subjection to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, 
to be ready unto every good work, to speak evil of no man, not to be contentious, to 
be gentle, shewing all meekness toward all men. For we also were aforetime foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 

4 hateful, hating one another. But when the kindness of God our Saviour, and his 
love toward man, appeared, not by works done in righteousness, which we did our
selves, but according to his mercy he saved us, through the washing of regenera
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he poured out upon us 1ichly, through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour; that, being justified by his grace, we might be made heirs 

s according to the hope of eternal life. Faithful is the saying, and concerning these 
things I will that thou affirm confidently, to the end that they which have belien·d 
God may be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable 
unto men: but shun foolish questionings, and genealogies, and strifes, and fightings 
about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain. A man that is heretical aft~r a 
first and second admonition refuse; knowing that such a one is perverted, and 
sinneth, being self-condemned. 

,, When I shall send Artemas unto thee, or Tychicus, give diligence to come unto 
me to Nicopolis: for there I have determined to win tcr. Set forward Zenas the 
lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them. 
And let our people also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they 
be not unfruitful. 

15 All that are with me salute thee. Salute them that love us in faith. Grace bt 

1 

with you all. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY 

Paul, an Apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, accordinJ; to the prom is. 
of the life which is in Christ Jesus: To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace. 
mercy, peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

J I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers in a pure conscience, how un 
ceasing is my remembrance of thee in my supplications, night and day longing tc 
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see thee, remembering thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; having been reminded 
,if the unfeigned faith that is in thee; which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 
dnd thy mother Eunice; and, I am persuaded, in thee also. For the which cause 6 
I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee through 
the laying on of my hands. For God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; but of 
power and love and discipline. Be not ashamed therefore of the testimony of our 
Lore·_ 'lor of me his prisoner: but suffer hardship with the gospel according to the 
power of God; who saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our9 
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ 
Jesus before times eternal, but hath now been manifested by the appearing of our 
Sa,·iour ::'hrist Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and incorruption to 
light throug:' the gospel, whereunto I was appointed a preacher, and an apostle, 
and a teacher. For the which cause I suffer also these things: yet I am not ashamed; 12 

for I know him whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to guard 
that which I have committed unto him against that day. Hold the pattern of sound 
words which thou hast heard from me, in faith and Joye which is in Christ Jesus. 
That good thing which was committed unto thee guard through the Holy Ghost 
which dwelleth in us. 

This thou knowest, that all that are in Asia turned away from me; of whom 15 
are Phygelus and Hermogenes. The Lord grant mercy unto the house of One
siphorus: for he oft refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain; but, when he 
was in Rome, he sought me diligently, and found me (the Lord grant unto him to 
find mercy of the Lord in that day); and in how many things he ministered at Ephe
sus, thou knowcst very well. 

Thou therefore, my child, be strengthened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 
And the things which thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. Suffer hard
ship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on service cntangleth 
himself in the affairs of thi,; life; that he may please him who enrolled him as a 
soldier. And if also a man contend in the games, he is not crowned, except he haves 
contended lawfully. The husbandman that laboureth must be the first to partake 
of the fruits. Consider what I say; for the Lord shall give thee understanding in 
all things. 

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, of the seed of David, according to B 
my gospel: wherein I suffer hardship unto bonds, as a malefactor; but the word 
of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sake, that they also 
may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. Faithful is rr 
the saying: 

For if we died with him, 
We shall also live with him; 

I/ we endure, 
We shall also reign with him; 

If we shall deny him, 
H.e also will deny us; 

I/ we are faithless, 
He abideth faithful, 
For he cannot deny himself. 

Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them in the sight of the Lord, 14 
that they strive not about words, to no profit, to the subvzrting of them that hear. 
Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth n:it 
to be asha.med, handling aright the word of truth. But shun profane babblings: 
for they will proceed further in ungodliness, and their word will eat as doth a gan-
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18 grene: of whom is Hymenreus and Philetus; men who concerning the truth have 
erred, saying that the resurrection is past already, and overthrow the faith of some. 
Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that arc his: and, Let every one that namcth the name of the Lord depart from 

20 unrighteousness. Now in a great house there are nol only vessels of gold and of 
silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some unto honour, and some unto dis
honour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall he a vessel unto 
honour, sanctified, meet for the master's use, prepared unto every good work. But 
flee youthful lusts, and follow after righteousness, faith, love, peace, with them that 

23 call on the Lord out of a pure heart. But foolish and ignorant questionings refuse, 
knowing that they gender strifes. And the Lord's servant must not strive, but be 
gentle towards all, apt to teach, forbearing, in meekness correcting them that oppose 
themselves; if peradventure God may give them repentance unto the knowledge 
of the truth, and they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, having 
been taken captive by the Lord's servant unto the will of God. 

3 But know this, that in the last days grievous times shall come. For men shall 
be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural aITection, implacable, slanderers, without 
self-control, fierce, no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of pleas
ure rather than lovers of God; holding a form of godliness, but having denied the 

6 power thereof: from these also turn away. For of these are they that creep into 
houses, and take captive silly women laden with sins, led away by divers lusts, ever 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. And like as Janncs 
and Jambres withstood !\loses, so do these also withstand the truth; men corrupted 
in mind, reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no further: for 

10 their folly shall be evident unto all men, as theirs also came to be. But thou didst 
follow my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, lo\•e, patience, persecu
tions, sufferings; what things befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lyslra; what 
persecutions I endured: and out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all 
that would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and 

· I4 impostors shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But abide 
thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them; and that from a babe thou hast known the sacrerl 
writings which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, fur 
reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work. 

4 I charge thee in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teach
ing. For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, 
ha•.•ing itching cars, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will 
turn away their cars fro'11 the truth, and turn aside unto fables. But he thou sober 

6 in all thing,;, suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy ministry. For 
I am already being ofTered, and the tirr.e of my departure is come. I have foughl 
the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith: hencefort'1 there;, 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day: and not only to me, but also to all them that have loved 
his appearing. . 

9 Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me: for Demas forsook me, having loved 
this present world, and went to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dal
matia. Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is 
useful to me for ministering. But Tychicus I sent to Ephesus. The cloke that I 
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left at Troas with Carpus, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the 
parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord will render 14 
to him according to his works: of whom be thou ware also; for he greatly with· 
stood our words. At my first defence no one took my part, but all forsook me: 
may it not be laid to their account. But the Lord stood by me, and strengthened 
me; that through me the message might be fully proclaimed, and that all the Gen
tiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. The Lord will 18 
deliver me from ncry e,·il work, and will save me unto his heavenly kingdom: to 
whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus. Erastus abode at Cor
inth: but Trophimus I left at l\Iiletus sick. Do thy diligence to come before winter. 2r 
Eubulus saluteth theC', and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the brethren. 
The Lord be with thy spirit. Grace be with you. 

Other New Testament Epistles 

AN EPISTLE TO HEBREWS 

God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions l 
and in <li,·ers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in a Son, whom 
he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the worlds; who, being 
the effulgence of his glory, and the very image of his substancC', and upholdinp; all 
things by the word of his power, when he had made purification of sins, sat down on 
the right hand of the :\Iajesty on high; haYing become by so much better than the 4 
angels, as he hath inherited a more excellent name than they. 

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, 

and again, 

Thou art my Son, 
This day have I begottm thee? 

I will be to him a Father, 
And he shall be to me a Son? 

And when he again bringeth in the firstborn into the W()rld he saith, And let all the 6 

angels of God worship him. And of the angels he saith, 

Who maketh his angrls winds, 
And his ministers a flame of fire: 

but of the Son he saith, 

Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever; 
And the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 
Thou hast 1111Jed righteousness, and hated iniquity; 
Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee 
With the oil of gladness abuve thy fellows. 
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10 And, 
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Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth, 
And the heavens are the works of thy hands: 
They shall perish; but thou continuest: 
And they all shall wax old as doth a garment,· 
And as a mantle shalt thou roll them up, 
As a garment, and they shall be changed: 
But thou art the same, 
And thy years shall not fail. 

13 But of which of the angels hath he said at any time, 

Sit thou on my right hand, 
Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet ? 

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of them that 
shall inherit salvation? 

2 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, 
lest haply we drift away. For if the word spoken through angels proved stedfast, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; how shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation? which having at the first been spoken 
through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard; God also bearing witness 
with them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, according to his own will. For not unto angels did he subject the world 

6 to come, whereof we speak. But one hath somewhere testified, saying, 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
Or the son of man, that thou visitest him? 
Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; 
Thou crownedst him with glory and honour, 
And didst set him over the works of thy hands: 
Thou didst put all things in subjection under his feet. 

For in that he subjected' all things' unto him, he left nothing that is not subject to him. 
9 But now we sec not yet all things subjected to him. But we behold him who hath 

been made a little lower than the angels, even Jesus, because of the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honour, that by the grace of God he should taste death for 
every man. For it became him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the author of their salvation perfect 

n through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth and they that are santtified are all 
of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, 

I will declare thy name unto my brethren, 
In the midst of the congregation will I sing thy praise. 

And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold, I and the children which 
14 God hath 1:iven me. Since then the children are sharers in flesh and blood, he also 

himself in like manner partook of the same; that through death he might bring to 
nought him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver all them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For Ycrily not 
of angels doth he take hold, but he taketh hold of the seed of Abraham. Wherefore it 
behoved him in all things to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merci
ful and faithful HrGH PRIEST in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation f~r 

18 the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is 
able to succour them that are tempted. 
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II 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider the Apostle 3 
and High Priest of our confession, even Jesus; who was faithful lo him that appointed 
him, as also was l\loses 'in all His house.' For he hath been counted worthy of more 
glory than i\loses, by so much as he that established the house hath more honour lhan 
the house. For e\·ery house is established by some one; but he that established all 4 
things is God. And l\loses indeed was 'faithful in all His house' as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which were aftenvard to be spoken; but Christ as a son, over 
His house; whose house are we, if we hold fast our boldness and the glorying of our 
~ope firm unto the end. Wherefore, even as the Holy Ghost saith, 7 

Wherefore 

To-day if ye shall hear his voice, 
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, 
Like as in the day of tlze temptation in the wilderness, 
fflzere your fathers tempted me by proving me, 
And saw my works forty years: 

I was dis pleased with this generation, 
And said, they do alway err in their heart : 
But they did not know my ways; 
As I sware in my wrath, 
They shall not enter into my rest. 

IO 

Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you an evil heart of un- r2 

belief, in falling away from the li\"ing God: but exhort one another day by day, so 
long as it is called To-day; lest any one of you_ be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin: 
for we are become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our confidence 
firm unto the end, while it is said, 

To-day if ye shall hear his voice, 
Ha rd en not your hearts, as in the provocation. 

For who, when they heard, did provoke? nay, did not all they that came out of r6 
Egypt by i\loses? And with whom was he displeased forty years? was it not with 
them that sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? And lo whom sware he that 
they should nol enler in lo his rest, but to them that were disobedient? And we see 
that they were not able to enter in because of unbelief. Let us fear therefore, lesl 4 
haply, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you should seem lo 
have come short of it. For indeed we have had good tidings preached unto us, even 
as also they: but the word of hearing did not profit them, because they were nol united 
by faith with them that heard. For we which have believed do enter into that rest; 3 
e'·en as he ha lh said, 

As I sware in my wrath, 
They shall not enter into my rest: 

although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he hath said 4 
somewhere of the ;;c\'cnth day on this wise, And God rested on the seventh day from 
ull lzis works; and in this place again, 

They shall not enter into my rest. 

Seeing therefore it remaineth that some should enter therein to, and they to whom the 6 
good tidings were before preached failed to enter in because of disobedience, he 
again defineth a certain day, saying in David, after so long a time, To-day, as it hath 
been l>cfore said, , 
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To-day if ye shall hear his voice, 
Harden not your hearts. 

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, he would not have spoken afterward of another day. 
There remaineth therefore a sabbath rest for the people of God. For he that is en
tered into his rest hath himself also rested from his works, as God did from his. Let 
us therefore give diligence to enter into that rest, that no man fall after the same 

12 example of disobedience. For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints 
and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there 
is no creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and laid open 
before the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

14 Having then a great high priest, who hath passed through the heavens, Je.sus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we have not a high priest that cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find grace to help us in time 

5 of need. For every high priest, being taken from among men, is appointed for men in 
things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: who can 
bear gently with the ignorant and erring, for that he himself also is compassed with 
infirmity; and by reason thereof is bound, as for the people, so also for himself, to 
offer for sins. And no man taketh the honour unto himself, but when he is called of 

5 God, even as was Aaron. So Christ also glorified not himself to be made a high priest, 
but he that spake unto him, 

Thou art my Son, 
This day have I begotten thee: 

6 as he saith also in another place, 

Thou art a priest for ever 
After the order of Mclchizedek. 

7 Who in the days of his flesh; having offered up prayers and supplications with strong 
crying and tears unto him that was able to save him out of death, and having been 
heard for his godly fear, though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things 
which he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became unto all them that obry 
him the author of eternal salvation; named of God A HIGH PRIEST AFTER THE 
ORDER OF M ELCHIZEDEK. 

n Of which we have many things to say, and hard of interpretation, seeing ye are 
become dull of hearing. For when by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need again that some one teach you the rudiments of the first principles of tlie 
oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food. 
For everyone that partakethof milk is without experience of the word of righteousness; 
for he is a babe. But solid food is for fullgrown men, even those who by reason of 

6 use have their senses exercised to discern good and evil. Wherefore let us cease to 
speak of the first principles of Christ, and press on unto full growth; not laying again 
a foundation - of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the teach 
ing of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of 

4 eternal judgement. And this will we do, if God permit. For as touching those wh,i 
were once enlightened and tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of 
the Holy Ghost, and tasted the word of God that it is good, and the powers of the age 
to come, and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them again unto repentance; 
the while they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 
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shamr. For the.land which hath drunk the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth 7 
forth herbs mecl for them for whose sake it is also tilled, receiveth blessing from God: 
but if it beareth thorns and thistles, it is rejected and nig!1 unto a curse; whose end is 
to be burned. llut, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that 
:iccompany s:ilrntion, though we thus speak: for God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and the love which ye shewed toward his name, in that ye ministered unto the 
saints, and still do minister. And we desire that each one of you may shew the same n 
diligence unto the fulness of hope even to the end: that ye be not sluggish, but imitators 
of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. for when God made 
promise to Abraham, since he could swear by none greater, he sware by himself, 
saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And 
thus, ha1•ing patiently endured, he obtained the promise. for men swear by the 
!!"feater: and in every dispute of theirs the oath is final for confirmation. Wherein 17 
God, being minded lo shew more abund:rntly unto the heirs of the promise the im
mut¥ility of his counsel, interposed with an oath: that by two immutable things, 
in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have a strong encouragement, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us; which we have as an anchor of the 
soul, a hope both sure and stedfast and entering into that which is within the veil; 
whither as a forerunner Jesus entered for us, having become a high priest for ever 
after the order of :\lelchizedek. 

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of God Most High, who met Abraham 7 
returning from the slaughter of the kirigs, and blessed him, lo whom also Abraham 
di1·ided a tenth part of all - ueing first, by interpretation, ' King of righteousness,' 
and then also ' King of Salem,' which is, ' King of peace '; without father, without 
mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made 
like unto the Son of God-AB!DETH A PRIEST CONTINUALLY. Now consider how great 4 
this man wa•, unto whom Abraham, the patriarch, gave a tenth out of the chief spoils. 
And they indeed of the sons of Levi that receive the priest's office have commandment 
to take tithes of the people a~cording to the law, that is, of their brethren, though these 
h~ve come out of the loins of Abraham: but he whose genealogy is not counted from 
them hath taken tithes of Abraham, and hath blessed him that hath the promises: 
but without any dispute the less is blessed of the better. And here men that die 8 
receive tithes; but there one, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. And, so to say, 
through Abraham even Levi, who recciveth tithes, hath paid tithes; for he was yet 
in the loins of his father, when Melchizedek met him. Now if there was perfection 
through the Levitical priesthood (for under it hath the people received the law), 
what further need was there that another priest should arise after the order of l\lel
chizedek, and not be reckoned after the order of Aaron? for the priesthood being 12 

changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. For he of whom these 
things arc sai<l belongelh to another tribe, from which no man hath given attendance 
at the allar; for it is evident that our Lord hath sprung out of Judah, as to which 
tribe :\loses spake nothing concerning priests. And what we say is yet more abundantly 
evident, if after lhe likeness of Melchizedek there ariseth another priest, who hath been 
made, not after lhe law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life: 
for it is witnessed of him, 17 

Thou art a priest /or ever 
After the order o/ Al elchizedek. 

For there is a disannulling of a foregoing commandment because of its weakness and 
•mprofitableness (for the law made nothing perfect), and a bringing in thereupon of a 
better hope, through which we draw nigh unto God. And inasmuch as it is not with-"" 
out the taking of an oath - for they indeed have been made priests without an oath; 
but he with an oath by him that saith of him, 
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vet throul(h the hlood of goats and calves, but through his own blood, entered in once 
for all into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption. 

For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling them that 13 
ha\·e been defiled, sanctify unto the cleanness of the flesh: how much more shall the 
blo.1d ,,f Chri,t, who thro.ugh the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish unto 
God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the li\'ing God? And for this 
cause he is the ~I EDI.HOR OF A :-.<EW CO\"E:'>IANT, that a death having taken place for 
the redelflption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant, they that have 
been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. For where a covenant 16 
is, there must of necessity be the death of him that made it. For a covenant is of 
force where there hath been death: for doth it ever avail while he that made it liveth? 
Wherefore eH·n the first rnvenant hath not been dedicated without blood. For when 
e\'cry commandment had been spoken by Moses unto all the people according to the 
law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and 
hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself, and all the people, saying, This is the blood 20 

of the covenant which God commanded to you-ward. l\Ioreo\'cr the tabernacle 
and all the \'esseb of the ministry he sprinkled in like manner with the blood. And 
according to the law, I may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and apart 
from shedding of blood there is no remission. It was necessary therefore that the 
copies of the things in the heavens should be cleansed with these; but the heavenly 
things themseh·es with better sacrifices than these. For Christ entered not into a 24 

holy place made with hands, like in pattern to the true; but into hea\·en itself, now to 
appear before the face of God for us: nor yet that he should offer himself often; as 
the high priest entereth into the holy place year by year with blood not his own; 
else must he often ha,·e suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once at 
the end of the ages hath he been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
And inasmuch as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this cometh judge
ment; so Christ also, having been once offered ' lo bear the sins of many,' shall 
appear a second time, apart from sin, to them that wait for him, unto salvation. For 10 
the law having a shadow of the good things to come, not the very image of the things, 
they can ne\'er with the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, 
make perfect them that draw nigh. Else would they not have ceased to be ofTered, 
because the worshippers, ha\·ing been once cleansed, would have had no more 
conscience of sins? But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance made of sins year 3 
by year. For it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins. 
Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 

Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, 
But a body didst thou pi-epare for me; 
In whole bumt o ffcrings and sacrifices for sin thou hadst no pleasure: 
Then said I, .Lo, I am come 
(Jn the roll of the book it is written of me) 
To do thy will, 0 God. 

Saying above, Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin a 
thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein (the which are offered according to the 
law), then hath he said, Lo, I am come to do thy will. He taketh away the first, that 
he may establish the second. In which 'will' we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest indeed standeth 11 

day by day ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, the which can never 
take away sins: but he, when he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down 
on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made the foot
stool of his feet. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sancti· 14 
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15 lied. And the Holy Ghost also beareth witness to us: for after he hath said, This 
is tlte covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord; I will put 
my laws on their heart, and upon their mind also will I write them; then saith he, 11 nd 
their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. Now where remission of these 
is, there is no more offering for sin. 

III 

19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holy place by th& blood of 
Jesus, by the way which he dedicated for us, a new and living way, through the 
veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having a great priest over the house of God; let 
us draw near with a true heart in fulness of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 

23 an evil conscience, and our body washed with pure water: let us hold fast the con
fession of our hope that it waver not; for he is faithful that promised: and Jet us 
consider one another to provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking the as
sembling of ourselves together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another. 

26 And so much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh. For if we sin wilfully after 
that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more a sacri
fice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgement, and a jealousy of fire 
which shall devour the adversaries. A man that hath set at nought Moses' Jaw 

29 dieth without compassion on the word of two or three witnesses: of how much 
sorer punishment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? For 
we know him that said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense. And again, 

31 The Lord shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were 
enlightened, ye endured a great conflict of sufferings; partly, being made a gazing
stock both by reproaches and ailictions; and partly, becoming partakers with them 

3~ that were so used. For ye both had compassion on them that were in bonds, and 
took joyfully the spoiling of your possessions, knowing that ye have your own selves 
for a better possession and an abiding one. Cast not away therefore your bold
ness, which hath great recompense of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, 

37 having done the will of God, ye may receive the promise. For yet a very little while, 
he that cometh shall come, and shall not tarry. But my 1·ighteous one shall live BY 
FAITH: and if he shrink back, my soul hath no pleasure in him. But we are not of 
them that shrink back unto perdition; but of them that have faith unto the saving 
of the soul. 

11 · Now faith is the giving substance to things hoped for, the proving of things not 
seen. For therein the elders had witness borne to them. By faith we understand 
that the worlds have been framed by the word of God, so that what is seen hath not 

4 been made out of things which do appear. By faith -~be] offered unto God a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he had witness borne to him that he was 
righteous, God bearing witness in respect of his gifts: and through it he being dead 
yet spcakclh. By faith Enoch was translated that he should not sec death; and he 
was not found, because God translated him: for before his translation he hath had 

6 witness borne to him that he had been well-pleasing unto God: and without faith 
it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him: for he that cometh to God must be
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek after him. By faith J\"oah, 
being warned of God concerning things not seen as yet, moved with godly fear, pre
pared an ark to the saving of his house; through which he condemned the world, 

Band became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. By faith Abra
ham, when he was called, obeyed to go out unto a place which he was to receive 
for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith 

1228 



Apostolic Acts and Epistles g.... Hebrews 

he became a sojourner in the land of promise, as in a land not his own, dwelling 
in tents, with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: for he looked 
for the city which hath the foundations, whose architect and maker is God. By u 
faith even Sarah herself received power to conceive seed when she was past age, 
since she counted him faithful who had promised: wherefore also there sprang of 
one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of heaven in multitude, and as 
the sand, which is by the sea shore, innumerable. These all died in faith, not hav
ing received the promises, but having seen them anrl greeted them from afar, and 
ha,·ing confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they 14 
that say such things make it manifest that they are seeking after a country of their 
own. And if indeed they had been mindful of that country from which they went 
out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a bettn 
country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called 17 
their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. By faith Abraham, being tried, 
offered up Isaac yea, he that had gladly received the promises was offering up his 
only begotten son; even he to whom it was said, In Isaac shall thy seed be called: 
accounting that God is able to raise up, even from the dead; from whence he did 20 

also in a parable receive him back. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even 
concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed each of 
the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff. By faith 
Joseph, when his end was nigh, made mention of the departure of the children of 23 
Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he 
was born, was hid three months by his parents, because they saw he was a goodly 
cbild; and they were f\Ot afraid of the king's commandment. By faith Moses, 
when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosin!\ 
rather to be evil entreated with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 26 
for a season; accounting the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures 
of E.gypt: for he looked unto the recompense of reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, 
n<)t fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 
By faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer 
of the firstborn should not touch them. By faith they passed through the Red 
sea as by dry hnd: which the Egyptians assaying lo do were swallowed up. By 30 
faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had been compassed about for seven 
days. By faith Rahab the harlot perished not with them that were disobedient, 
having received the spies with peace. And what shall I more say? for the time 
will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah; of David and Samuel 
and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 33 
obtained ;iromises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, waxed mighty in war, 
turned to flight armies of aliens. Women received their dead by a resurrection: 
and others were tortured, not accepting their deliverance; that they might obtain 
a better resurrection: and others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yea, more- 36 
over of bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they 
were tempted, they were slain with the sword: they went about in sheepskins, in 
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, evil entreated (of whom the world was not 
worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves, and the holes of the earth. 
And these all, having had witness borne to them through their faith, received not the 39 
promise, God having provided some better thing concerning us, that apart from 
us thry should not be made perfect. 

. Therefore let us also, seeing we are compassed about with so great a clourl of 12 
witnesses, lay aside all cumbrance, and the sin which is admired of many, and let 
us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

1229 



Hebrews -..a New Testament History 

3 despising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For 
consider him that hath endured such gainsaying of sinners against themselves, 
that ye wax not weary, fainting in your souls. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin: and ye have forgotten the exhortation, which reasoneth with 

6 

you as with sons, 
My son, regard not lightly the chastening of the Lord, 
Nor faint when thou art reproved of him; 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
And scourge th roery son whom he receiveth. 

Endure unto chastening: God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is then• 
whom his father chasteneth not? But if ye are without chastening, whereof al' 
have been partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore, w-c had th
fathers of our flesh to chasten us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much 

10 rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they ··~·ily for a 
few days chastened us as seemed good to them; but he for our profit, that we may 
be partakers of his holiness. All chastening seemeth for the present to be not joyous, 
but grievous: yet afterward it yieldeth peaceable fruit unto them that have been 
exercised thereby, even the fruit of righteousness. Wherefore lift up the hands 
that hang down, and the palsied knees; and make straight paths for your feet, that 

14 that which is lame be not put out of joint, but rather be healed. Follow after peace 
with all men, and the sanctification without which no man shall see the Lord: look
ing carefully whether there be any man that falleth short of the grace of God; lesl 
any root of bitterness springing up trouble. you, and thereby the many be defiled; 
whether there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one mess of 
meat sold his own birthright: for ye know that even when he afterward desired to 
inherit the blessing, he was rejected (for he found no place of repentance), though 
he sought it diligently with tears. 

18 For ye arc not come unto a palpable and kindled fire, and unto blackness, and 
darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which 
voice they that heard intreated that no word more should be spoken unto them: 
for they could not endure that which was enjoined, If even a beast touch the moun
tain, it shall be stoned; and (so fearful was the appearance), :Moses said, I exceed-

22 ingly fear and quake: but ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable hosts of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator 
of a new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh beiter than Abel. 

25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh: for if they escaped not, when they refused 
him that warned them on earth, much more shall not we escape, who turn away 
from him that warneth from heaven. Whose voice then shook the earth; but now 
he hath promised, saying, Yet once more will I make to tremble not the earth only, 
but also the heaven: and this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those 
things that are shaken, as of things that have been made, that those things which 

2 3 are not shaken may remain. Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
let us have grace, whereby we may offer service well-pleasing to God with reverence 
and awe: for our God is a consuming fire. 

IV 

13 Let love of the brethren continue. Forget not to shew love unto strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember them that are in 
bonds, as bound with them; them that are evil entreated, as being yourselves also 
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in the body. Let marriage be had in honour among all, and let the bed be unde
tiled: for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. Be ye free from the love of 5 
money; content with such things as ye have: for himself hath said, I will in no wise 
fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee. So that with good courage we say, 

Tlze Lord is my helper; I will not fear: 
Wiza/ shall man do unto me? 

Remember them that had the rule over you, which spake unto you the word of7 
God; and considering the issue of their life, imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and to-day, yea and for ever. Be not carried away by divers and 
strange teachings: for it is good that the heart be stablished by grace; nol by meats, 
wherein they that occupied themselves were not p"rofited. We have an altar, whereof 
they haw no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, 
whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, 
are burned without the camp. \\"herefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the 12 

people through his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us therefore go forth 
unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For we have not here an abid
ing city, but we seek afler the city which is to come. Through him then let us offer 
up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which make con
fession to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 17 
to them: for they watch in behalf of your souls, as they that shall give account; 
that they may do this with joy, and not with grief: for this were unprofitable for 
\'OU. 

- Pray fer us: for we are persuaded that we have a good conscience, desiring to 
live honestly in all things. And I exhort you the more exceedingly to do this, that 
I may be restored to you the sooner. 

!\ow the God of peace, who brought again from the dead the great shepherd 20 

of the sheep with the blood of the eternal co\·enant, even our Lord J csus, make you 
perfect in every good thing to do his will, working in us that which is well-pleasing 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

But I exhort you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation : for I hai•e 22 

wriltm unto you in few words. Know ye that our brother Timothy hath 
been set al liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I ·will sec you. 

Salute all them that have the rule m·er you, and all the saints. They of 
Italy salute you. Grace be with you all. Amen. 

THE WISDOM EPISTLE OF ST. JAMES 

James, a Serrnnt of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ: To the Twelve 1 
Tribes which are of the Dispersion : Greeting. 

The Joy of Temptation. -- A Paradox 

Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold temptations: knowing 2 

that the proof of your faith worketh patience. And let patience have its perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing. 
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Maxim: The Prayer for Wisdom 

5 But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all liberally 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing 
doubting: for he that doubtclh is like the surge of the sea driven by the wind and 
tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord; a 
doubleminded man, unstable in all his ways. 

A Paradox of High and Low 

9 But let the brother of low degree glory in his high estate: and the rich, in that he is 
made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun ariset:1 
with the scorching wind, and withereth the grass; and the flower thereof falleth, 
and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away 
in his go in gs. 

Essay: On the Sources of the Evil and the Good in us 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he hath been approved, 
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord promised to them that ]o\'e him. 
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, and be himself tempteth no man: but each man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away by his own lust, and enticed. Then the lust, when it hath conceived, 
beareth sin: and the sin, when it is fullgrown, bringeth forth death. Be not deceived, 
my bclol'ed brethren. 

17 E,·ery good gift and every perfect boon is from aboYe, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom can be no variation, neither shadow that is cast by turn
ing. Of his own will he brought us forlh by the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of firstfruils of his creatures. Know ye this, my beloved brethren. But IC'! 
e\•ery man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: for the wrath of man worket h 

21 not the righteousness of God. Wherefore putting away all filthiness and ovcrOowing 
of wickedness, receive wi'.h meekness the inborn word, which is able to save your 
souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own seh·es. 
For if any one is a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man behold
ing his natural face in a mirror: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth a"·ay, and straight-

25 way forgetteth what manner of man he was. But he that looketh into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and so conlinueth, being not a hearer that forgcttcth, but a 
doer that worketh, this man shall be blessed in his doing. If any man thinketh 
himself to be religious, while he bridleth not his tongue but dccciYcth his heart, thi' 

27 man's religion is vain. Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is 
this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their afl1iction, and to keep himoelf unspotted 
from the world. 

Essay: On Respect of Persons 

2 :\Iy brethren, hold not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
respect of persons. For if there come into your synagogue a man "·ith a gold ring, 
in fine clothing, and there come in also a poor man in vile clothing; and ye ha VP 

regard to him that weareth the fine clothing, and say, Sit thou here in a good place; 
and ye say to the poor man, Stand thou there, or sit under my footstool; do ye not 

s make distinctions among yourselves, and become judges "·ith evil though;s? Hearken, 
my beloved brethren; did not God choose them that arc poor as to the world to be 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promised to them that love him? 
But ye have dishonoured the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you, and themselves 
drag you before the judgement-seats? Do not they blaspheme the honourable name 
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by the which ye are called? Howbeit if ye fulfil the royal law, according to the B 
scripture, Thou shalt lo\'e thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: but if ye have respect 
of persons, ye commit sin, being convicted by the law as transgressors. For who
soe,·er shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is become guilty 
of all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if 
thou dost not commit adultery, but killest, thou art become a transgressor of the law. 
So speak re, and so do, as men that are to be judged by a law of liberty. For judge- 12 

ment is "-ithout mercy to him that hath shewed no mercy: mercy glorieth against 
judgement. 

Faith and TV orks. - An Essay 

"'hat doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but have not works? q 
can that faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and in lack of daily food, 
and one of you say unto them, Go in peace, be ye warmed and filled; and yet ye give 
them not the things needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it 
ha,·e not works, is dead in itself. Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and I have 
works: shew me thy faith apart from thy works, and I by my works will shew thee 
my faith. Thou believest that God is one; thou doest well: the devils also believe, 19 
and shudder. But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, that faith apart from works is barren? 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac his son 
upon the altar) Thou seest that faith "·rought "·ith his works, and by works was 
faith made perfect; and the scripture was fulfilled which saith, And Abraham be
/ic-;:cd God, and it was reckoned unto him for rigf1tcousness," and he was called the 
friend of God. Ye sec that by works a man is justified, and not only by faith. And 24 

in like manner was not also Rahab the harlot justified by works, in that she recei,·ed 
the messengers, and sent them out another way? For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead. 

Essay: The Responsibility of Speech 

Be not many teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shall receive heavier judge-3 
ment. For in many things we all stumble. If any stumbleth not in word, the 
same is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body also. Now if we put the horses' 
bridles into their mouths, that they may obey us, we turn about their whole body 
also. Behold, the ships also, though they arc so great, and are driven by rough winds, 4 
are yet turned about by a very small rudder, whither the impulse of the steersman 
willeth. So the tongue also is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, 
how much wood is kindled by how small a fire! And the tongue is a fire: the world 
of iniquity among our members is the tongue, which defileth the whole body, and 
setteth on fire the wheel of nature, and is set on fire by hell. For every kind of beasts 7 
and birds, of creeping things and things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed 
by mankind: but the tongue can no man tame; it is a restless evil, it is full of deadly 
poison. Therewith bless we the Lord and Father; and therewith curse we men, 
\\'hich are made after the likeness of God: out of the same mouth cometh forth bless
ing and cursing. ~Iy brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth the fountain II 
send forth from the same opening sweet water and bitter? can a fig tree, my brethren, 
yield olives, or a vine figs? .neither can salt water yield sweet. 

Essay. - The Earthly Wisdom and the Wisdom from Above 

Who is wise and understanding among you? let him shew by his good life his lJ 
works in meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter jealousy and faction in your 
heart, glory not and lie not against the truth. This wisdom is not a wisdom that 
cometh down from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where jealousy and 
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17 faction are, there is confusion and every vile deed. But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be in treated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without variance, without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown 
in peace for them that make peace. 

A Discourse: On Worldly Pleasures 

4 Whence come wars and whence come fightings among you? come they not hence, 
even of your pleasures that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, 
and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye have not, because ye ask not. 
Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in yc.1r pleasures. 
Ve adulteresses, know ye not that the fricnd:;hip of the world is enmity with God? 
Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God. 

5 Or •think ye that the scripture speaketh in vain? Doth the spirit which he rr.ade 
to dwell in us long unto envying? But he giveth more grace. Wherefore the scrip
ture saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth fiYace to the humble. Be subject therefore 
unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and 
he will draw nigh lo you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, 
ye doubleminded. Be afllicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned 

ro to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 
and he shall exalt you. 

A Maxim against Judging 

II Speak not one against another, brethren. He that speaketh aKainst a brother,-or 
judgeth his brother, speaketh against the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judgesl 
the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. One only is the lawgiver and 
judge, even he who is able to save and to destroy: but who art thou that thou judges! 
thy neighbour? 

A Discourse: The Judgement to Come 

13 Go to now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will go into this city, and spend a 
year there, and trade, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. 
What is your life? For ye are a vapour, that appearcth for a little lime, and then 
vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and 
do this or that. But now ye glory in your vauntings: ali such glorying is evil. To 
him therefore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

5 Go to now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you. 
Your riches are corrupted, and your garments arc moth-eaten. Your gold and 
your silver are rusted; and their rust shall be for a testimony against you, and shall 
cat your flesh as fire. Ye have laid up your treasure in the last days. Behold, the 
hire of the labourers who mowed your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth out: and the cries of them that reaped have entered into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaolh. Ye have lived delicately on the earth, and taken your pleasure; ye have 
nourished your hearts in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned, ye have killed 
the righteous one; he doth not resist you. 

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the hus-
bandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient over it, until it 
recei\·e the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. Murmur not, brethren, one against another, that ye 
be not judged: behold, the judge standeth before the doors. Take, brethren, for 
an example of suffering and of patience, the prophets who spake in the name of the 

II Lord. Behold, we call them blessed which endured: ye have heard of the patience 
of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord, how that the Lord is full of pity, and 
merciful. 
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But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by the heaven, nor by the 12 

earth, nor by any other oath: but Jet your yea be yea, and your nay, nay; that ye 
fall not under judgement. 

Is any among you suffering? Jet him pray. Is any cheerful? Jet him sing praise. 13 
Is any among you sick? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: an~ the prayer of faith 
shall save him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and 1f he have committed 
si!1s, it shall be forgiven him. Confess therefore your sins one to another, and pray 
one for another, that ye may be healed. The supplication of a righteous man availeth 
much in its working. Elijah was a man of like passions with us, and he prayed 17 
fen·ently that it might not rain; and it rained not on the earth for three years and 
six months. And he prayed again; and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth her fruit. 

Maxim: The Blessed Work of Converting 

l\Iy brethren, if any among you do err from the truth, and one convert him; let 19 
him know, that he which converteth a sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

Petrr, an Apostle of Jesus Christ: To the Elect who ~re sojourners of the 1 
Disp1'1'sion in Pontus,' Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia: accord
ing lo die foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you 
and peace be multiplied. 

I 

Bles>ed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his 3 
great mercy begat us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, unto an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadelh not away, 
resen-cd in hca,·en for you, who by the power of God are guarded through faith unto 
a sah·ation ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 6 
now for a Jiltle while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in manifold temptations, 
that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold that perishelh though it 
is proved by fire, might be found unto praise and glory and honour at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ: whom not having seen ye love; on whom, though now ye see him 
not, yet belie,·ing, ye rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving 9 
the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. Concerning which salvation 
the prophets sought and searched diligenlly, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you: searching what time or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them did point unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Cltrist, and the glories that should follow them. To whom it was revealed, that not 12 

unto themselves, but unto you, did they minister these things, which now have been 
announced unto you through them that preached the gospel unto you hy the Holy 
Ghost sent forth from hca\·en; which things angels desire to look into. 

Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be sober and set your hope perfectly 13 
on the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of JC'sus Christ; as 
children of obedience, not fashioning yourselves according to your former Justs in 
the time of your ignorance: but like as he which called you is holy, be ye yourselves 
also holy in all manner of living; because it is written, Ye shall be koly; Jar I am 
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17 holy. And if ye call on him as Father, who without respect of persons judgeth 
according to each man's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear: knowing that 
ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, from your vain 
manner of life handed down from your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a lamb 
without blemish !lnd without spot, even the blood of Christ: who was foreknown 
indeed •before the foundation of the world, but was manifested at the end of the times 

21 for your sake, who through him are believers in God, which raised him from the dead, 
and gave him glory; so that your faith and hope might be in God. Seeing ye haYc 
purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, 
love one another from the heart fervently. Having been begotten again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth and 

24 abideth: - for, 
All flesh is as grass, 
And all the glory thereof as the flower of gross; 
The grass withereth, and the flower falleth, 
But the word of the Lord abideth for ever: 

2 and this is the word of good tidings which was preached unf,o you: - putting away 
therefore all wickedness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speak
ings, as newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye 
may grow thereby unto salvation; if ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious: unto 
whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of men, but with God elect, precious, 

5 ye also, as living stpnes, are built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Because it is 
contained in scripture, 

Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: 
And he that bclie-ueth on him shall not be put to shame. 

7 For you therefore which believe is the preciousness: but for such as disbelieve, 

The stone which the builders rejected, 
The same was made the head of the corner; 

and, 
A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence; 

for they stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
9 But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own 

possession, that ye may shew forth the excellencies of him who called you out of dark
ness into his marvellous light: which in time past were no people, but now are the 
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

" 
II 

u Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul; having your behaviour seemly among the Gentiles; that, 
wherein they speak against you as evil-doers, they may by your good works, which 
they behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. Be subject to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto gowrnors, 
as sent by him for vengeance on evil-doers and for praise to them that do well. 
For so is the will of God, that by well-doing ye should put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men: as free, and not using your freedom for a cloke of wickedness, but 

17 as bondservants of God. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honour the king. Servants, be in subjection to your masters with all fear; not only 
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to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. For this is acceptable, if for conscience 19 
toward God a man endureth griefs, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, 
when ye sin, and are buffeted for it, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, 
and suffer for it, ye shall take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For hereunto 
were ve called: because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye 
should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who, 23 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, threatened not; but com
mitted himself to him that judgeth righteously: who his own self bare our sins in his 
bod}' upon the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live unto righteousness; 
by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were going astray like sheep; but are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. In like manner, ye wives, be 3 
in subjection to ytrnr own husbands; that, eYen if any obey not the word, they may 
without the word be gained by the behaYiour of their wives; beholding your chaste 
beha\·iour coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing jewels oi gold, or of putting on apparel; but let it 
be the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet 
o;pirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this manner aforetimc s 
the holy women also, who hoped in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection to 
their own husbands: as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose children ye 
now are, if ye do well, and arc not put in fear by any terror. Ye husbands, in like 
manner, dwell with your wives according to knowledge, giving honour unto the 
woman, as unto the weaker vessel, as being also joint-heirs of the grace of life; to 
the end that your prayers be not hindered. 

Finally, be ye all likeminded, compassionate, loving as brethren, tenderhearted, a 
humbleminded: not rendering e\·il for evil, or reviling for re\·iling; but contrariwise 
blessing; for hereunto were y~ called, that ye should inherit a blessing. For, 

He that would lo11c life, 
And scr good days, 
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
And his lips that they speak no guile: 
And let him tum away from evil, and do good,
Let him seek peace, and pursue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
And his ears unto their supplicati<m: 
But the face of the Lord is upon them that do evil. 

II 

And who is he that will harm you, if ye be zealous of that which is good? But and 1 3 
if ye should sufTer for righteousness' sake, blessed arc ye: and fear not their fear, 
neither be troubled; but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always 
lo give answer to every man that askcth you a reason concerning the hope that is in 
you, yd with meekness and fear: ba\·ing a good conscience; that, wherein ye are 
spoken against, they may be put to shame who revile your good manner of life in 
Ch_rist. For it is better, if the will of God should so will, that ye sufTer for wcll
dumg than for evil-doing. Because Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous 18 
fur the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in the flesh -
but quickened in the spirit: in which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison, which aforetime were disobedient, when the longsuffering of God waited in 
the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that ls, eight souls, were 
5'.lved through water: (which also after a true likeness doth now save you, e\·en bap- 21 

llsm, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good 
conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ; who is on the right 
hand of God, having gone into heaven; angels and authorities and powers being made 
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4 subject unto him:) - forasmuch then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye yourselves 
also with the same mind (for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin) 
that ye no longer should live the rest of your time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but 
to the will of God. For the time past may suffice to have wrought the desire of the 
Gentiles, and to have walked in lasciviousness, lusts, winebibbings, revellings, carous-

4 ings, and abominable idolatries: wherein they think it strange that ye run not with 
them into the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: who shall give account to 
him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead. For unto this end was the gospel 
preached even to the dead, that they might be judged according to men in the 'flesh, 
but live according to God in the spirit. 

Ill 

7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore of sound ~ind, and be sober 
unto prayer: above all things being fervent in your love among yourselves; for love 
covereth a multitude of sins: using hospitality one to another without murmuring: 
according as each hath received a gift, ministering it among yourselves, as goocl 
stewards of the manifold grace of God; if any man speaketh, speaking as it W('re 

oracles of God; if any man ministereth, ministering as of the strength which God 
supplieth: that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the 

12 glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen. Beloved, think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial among you, which cometh upon you to prove you, as though 
a strange thing happened unto you: but insomuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings, rejoice; that at the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exceed
ing joy. If ye are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are ye; because the 

15 Spirit of glory and the Spirit of Goel resteth upon you. For let none of you suffer as 
a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-doer, or as a meddler in other men's matters: but 
if a man suffer as a Christi-in, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this 
name. For the time is come for judgement to begin at the house of God: and if it 
begin first at us, what shall be the end of them that obey not the gospel of God? And 
if the righteous is.scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?· Where
fore let them also that suffer according to the will of God commit their souls in well-

5 doing unto a faitliful Creator. The eiders therefore among you I exhort, who am a 
fellow-elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, who am also a partaker of the 
glory that shall be revealed: Tend the flock of God which is among you, exercising 
the oversight, not of constraint, but willingly, according unto God; nor yet for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as lording it o,·er the charge allotted to you, 

4 but making y-oursclves ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall 
be manifested, ye shall receive the crown of glory that fadeth not away. Likewise, 
ye younger, be subject unto the cider. Yea, all of you gird yourselves with humility, 
to serve one another: for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 

6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you 
in due time; casting all your anxiety upon him, because he careth for you. Be sober, 
be watchful: your adYersary the de,·il, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour: whom withstand stedfast in your faith, knowing that the same 

ro sufferings are accomplished in your brethren who are in the world. And the God of 
all grace, who called you unto his eternal glory in Christ, after that ye have suffered 
a little while, shall himself perfect, stablish, strengthen you. To him be the dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

\2 By Silvanus, our faithful brother, as I account him, I have written unto 
you briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the ttue grace of God: 
stand ye fast therein. She that is in Babylon, elect together w£1h you, 
saluteth you: and so doth Mark my son. Salute one another with a kiss 
of love. Peace be unto you all that are m Christ. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. PETER 

Simon Prtrr, a Servant and Apostle of Jesus Christ: To them that l 
hm•r obtained a like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God 
and Sai•iour Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 2 

seeing that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness, throu!(h the knowledge of him that called us by his own glory and virtue; 
whereby he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding great promises; that 
through these ye may become partakers of ·the divine nature, having escaped from 
the corruption that is in the world by lust. Yea, and for this very cause adding s 
on your part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge; 
and in your knowledge temperance; and in your temperance patience; and in your 
patience godliness; and in your godliness love of the brethren; and in your love of 
the brethren love. For if these things are yours and abound, they make you to be 
not idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he that 9 
lackcth these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having forgotten the cleansing 
from his old sins. Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your calling 
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall ne\'er stumble: for thus shall be 
richly supplied unto you the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

"'herefore I shall be ready always to put you in remembrance of these things, 12 

though ye know them, and are established in the truth which is with you. And I 
think it ri!(ht, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in re
membrance; knowing that the putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly, even as 
our Lord Jesus Christ signified unto me. Yea, I will give dili!(ence that at every 
time ye may be able after my decease to call these things to remembrance. For we 16 
did not follow cunningly de,·ised fables, when we made known untu you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For 
he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice 
to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased: 
and this voice we ourselves heard come out of heaven, when we were with him in rB 

the holy mount. And we have the word of prophecy made more sure; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no prophecy 
of scripture is of private interpretation; for no prophecy ever came by the will of 
man, but men spake from God, being mO\'ed by the Holy Ghost. But there arose 2 
false prophets also among the people, as among you also there shall be false teachers, 
who shall pri\•ily bring in destructive heresies, denying even the Master that bought 
them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their 
lasci,'ious doings, by reason of whom the way of the truth shall be evil spoken of; 
and in co\·etousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you. Whose 3 
~entence now from of old lingereth not, and their destruction slumbereth not. For 
if God spared not angels when they sinn.ed, but cast them down to hell, and committed 
them to pits of darkness, to he reserved unto judgement; and spared not the ancient 
world, but preserved Noah with seven others, a preacher of righteousness, when he 
brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; and turning the cities of Sodom and 6 
Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, having made them an 
example unto those that should live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, sore dis
tressed by the lascivious life of the wicked (for that righteous man dwelling among 
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their 
lawless deeds): lpe Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and S> 
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10 to keep the unrighteous under punishment unto the day of judgement; but chiefly 
them that walk after the flesh in the lusl of defilement, and despise dominion. Dar
ing, selfwilled, they tremble not to rail al dignilies: whereas angels, though greater 
in might and power, bring not a raili'lg judgement against them before the Lord. 
But these, as creatures withoul reason, born mere animals to be taken and dcs:royed, 
railing in matters whereof they are ignorant, shall in their destroying surely be de-

13 strayed, sulTering wrong as the hire of wrong-doing; men that count it pleasure to 
revel in the day-time, spots and blemishes, revelling in their love-feasts while they 
feast with you; having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; enticing 
unstedfast souls; having a heart exercised in covetousness; children of cursing; 
forsaking the right way, they went astray, having followed the way of Balaam the son 
of Beor, who loved the hire of wrong-doing, but he was rebuked for his own trans
gression - a dumb ass spake with man's voice. and stayed the madness of the prophet. 

·7These arc springs without water, and mists driven by a storm; for whom the black
ness of darkness ha1h been reserved. For, uttering great swelling words of vanity, 
they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by lasciviousness, those who are just escaping 
from them that live in error; promising them liberty, while they themselves are 
bondservants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he also 
brought into bondage. For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 

21 therein and overcome, the last state is become worse with r11em than the first. For 
it were better for them not lo have known the way of righteousness, than, after know
ing it, to turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto them. It has hap
pened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog turning lo his own vomil 
again, and the sow that had washed lo wallowing in the mire. 

3 This is now, beloved, the second epistle that I write unto you; and in both of them 
I stir up your sincere mind by pulling you in remembrance; that ye should remember 
the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and the commandment 
of the Lord and Saviour through your apostles: knowing this first, that in the last 
days mockers shall come with mockery, walking after their own lusts, and saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming? for, from the day that the fathers fell asleep, 

5 all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. For this they 
wilfully forget, that there were heavens from of old, and an earth compacted out of 
water and amidst water, by the word of God; by which means the world that then 
was, being overflowed with water, perished: but the heavens that now are, and the 
earth, by the same word have been stored up for fire, being resef\"ed against the <lay 
of judgement and destruction of ungodly men. But forget not this one thing, be
loved, that one clay is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 

9 one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; 
but is longsulTering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall be dis
solved wilh fervent heat, and the earth and the works that are th.erein shall be burned 

:i •.1p. Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy living and godliness, looking for and earnestly desiring the 
coming of the day of God, by reason of which the heavens being on fire shall be dis
solved, and the elements shall melt wilh fervent heat? But, according to his promise, 
we look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. \'v"here
fore, beloved, seeing that ye look for these things, give diligence that ye may oe found 

1s in peace, without spot and blameless in his sight. And account that the longsuffer· 
ing of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also, according to the 
wisdom given to him, wrote unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them 
of these things; wherein are some things hard to be understood, "Yhich the ignorant 
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and unstedfast wrest, as they do also the ofoer scriptures, unto their own destruction. 
Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, being carried 
away with the error of the wicked, ye fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in 18 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 
both now and for ever. Amen. 

AN EPISTLE GENERAL OF ST. JUDE 

Judas, a Servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James: To them that r 
arc called, be/m•ed in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: Mercy 
1111/0 you and peace and love be multiplied. 

Bclo,·ed, while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of our common sal- 3 
vation, I was rnnstrained to write unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints. For there are certain 
men crept in privily, even they who were of old set forth unto this condemnation, 
ungodly n:en, turning the grace of our God into bsciviousncss, and denying our 
only '.\laster and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

::\ow I desire to put you in remembrance, though ye know all things once for all, s 
how that the Lord, ha,·ing saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed 
them that belie\·ed not. And angels which kept not their own principality, but left 
their proper habitation, he hath kept in everlasting bonds under darkness unto the 
judgement of the great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 7 
them, having in like manner with these given themselves over to fornication, and 
gone after strange flesh, arc set forth as an example, suffering the punishment of 
etern:il fire. Yet in like manner these al3o in their dreamings defile the flesh, and set 
at nought dominion, and rail at dignit!es. But '.\Iichacl the archangel, when con- 9 
tending with the devil he disputed about the body of :\fo;es, durst not bring against 
him a railing judgt·mcnt, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. But these rail at what
soewr things they know not: and what they understand naturally, like the creatures 
without reason, in these things arc they destroyed. Woe unto them! for they went 11 

in the way of Cain, and ran riotously in the error of Balaam for hire, and perished in 
the gainsaying of Korah. These are they who are hidden rocks in your love-feasts 
\\'hen tl1ey feast with you, shepherds that without fear feed themscl\'es; clouds without 
water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, plucked up 
by the roots; wild waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, 13 
for whom the blackness of darkness hath been reserved for ever. And to these also 
Enoch, the se,·enth from Adam, prophesied, saying, Behold, the Lord came with 
ten thousand' of his holy ones, lo execute judgement upon all, and to convict all 
the ungodly of all their works of ungodliness which they have ungodly wrought, and 
of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. These are 16 
murmurers, complainers, walking after their lusts (and their mouth speaketh great 
swelling words), shewing respect of persons for the sake of advantage. But ye, 
beloved, remember ye the words which have been spoken before by the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ; how that they said to you, In the last time there shall be mock
ers, walking aftcr their own ungodly lusts. These are they who make separations, 19 
sensual, having not the Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for 
the !'"ercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And on some.have mercy, who 
are m doubt; and some save, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy 
with fear; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 
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24 Now unto him that is able to guard you from stumbling, and lo set you before the 
presence of his glory without blemish in exceeding joy, lo the only God our Saviour, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and power, before all 
time, and now, and for evermore. Amer:. 

THE WISDOM OF ST. JOHN 

commonly known as the First Epistle of St. John 

Prologue 

l That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, that which we have 
seen with our eyes, that which we beheld, and our hands handled, concerning the Word 
of life: (and the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare 
unto you the life, the eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto 

3 us:) that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us: yea, and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ: and these things we write that our joy may be fulfilled. 

God is Light 

5 And this is the message which we have heard from him, and announce unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness al all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him, and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth; but if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanscth us from all sin. 

Cleansing from Sin 

B If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous lo forgive us our sins, and lo cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we ha,·c not sinned, we make him a 

2 liar, and his word is not in us. l\Iy little children, these things write I unto you that 
ye may not sin. And if any man sin, we haYe an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for the whole world. 

The Commandments our Surety 
3 And hereby know we that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that 

saith, I know him, and kecpelh·not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him: but whoso keepelh his word, in him verily hath the love oi God been per
fected. Hereby know we that we are in him: he that saith he abideth in him ought 
h;mself also lo walk even as he walked. 

The Old Commandment and the New 
7 Beloved, no new commandment write I unto you, but an old commandment which 

ye had from the beginning: the old commandment is the word which ye heard. 
Again, a new commandment write I unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: 
becau~e the darkness is passing away, and the true light already shineth. He that 
saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in the darkness even until now. 

10 He that loveth hi& brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling 
in him. But he that hateth his brother is in the darkness, and walketh in the dark
ness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because the_ darkness hath blinded his eyes. 
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·rite Three Ages 
I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's 12 

sake. I write unto you, fathers, because ye know him which is from the beginning. 
I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the evil one. 

I have written unto you, little children, because ye know the Father. I ha\'e 
written unto you, fathers, because ye know him which is from the beginning. I have 
written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abidcth 
in you, and ye ha\'e overcome the evil one. 

Love of the IV orld 
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the rs 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father, but is of 
the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever. 

Antichrist 
Little children, it is the last hour: and as ye heard that antichrist cometh, even now r8 

have there arisen many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last hour. They 
went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us: but they went out that they might be made manifest how that 
they all are not of us. And ye have an anointing from the Holy One, and ye know 
all things. I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, hut because 
ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth. Who is the liar but he that denieth that 22 

Jesus is the Christ 0 This is the antichrist, even he that denieth the Father and the 
Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that confesseth 
the Son hath the Father also. As for you, let that abide in you which ye heard from 
the beginning. If that which ye heard from the beginning abide in you, ye also shall 
abide in the Son, and in the Father. And this is the promise which he promised us, 
the life eternal. These things have I written unto you concerning them that would 26 
lead you astray. And as for you, the anointing which ye received of him abideth in 
you, and ye need not that any one teach you; but as his anointing teacheth you con
cerning all things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as it taught you, ye abide in 
him. And now, little children, abide in him; that, if he shall be manifested, we may 
have boldness, and not be ash.amed before him at his coming. 

Sons of God 
If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one also that doeth righteous- 2c; 

ness is begotten of him. Behold what manner of lO\·e the Father hath bestowed 3 
upon us, that we should be called children of God: and such we are. For this cause 
the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now arc we children 
of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We know that, if he shall be 
manifested, we shall be like him; forwe shall see him even as he is. And e\·cryone that 
hath this hope set on him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. Every one that doeth 
sin doeth also lawlessness: and sin is lawlessness. And ye know that he was mani- 'i 
festcd to take away sins; and in him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinncth 
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither knowcth him. Lilli,· children, 
let no man lead you astray: he that dceth righteousness is righteous, even as he is 
righteous: he that docth sin is of the devil; forthedevilsinneth from the beginning. 
To this end was the Son of God manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil. Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin, because his seed abideth in him: 9 
and he cannot sin, because he is begotten of God. In this the children of God arc 
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manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoeve'\- doeth not righteousness is not of 
n God, neither he that loveth not his brother. For this is the message which ye heard 

from the beginning, that we should love one another: not as Cain was of the evil one 
and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his works were evil' 
and his brother's righteous. ' 

L07Je of the Brethren 

13 Marvel not, brethren, if the world hateth you. We know that we have passer! 
out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not abideth in 
death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murden·r 
hath eternal life abiding in him. Hereby know we love, because he laid down his 
life for us : and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath 
the world's goods, and beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up his compassion 

18 from him, how doth the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love 
in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth. Hereby shall we know 
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart before him, whereinsoever our 
heart condemn us; because God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 
Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, we have bo!dness toward God; and whatsoe\'cr 
we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his coMmandments, and do the things 

23 that are pleasing in his sight. And this is his comn1andment, that we should believe 
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, even as he gave us com
mandment. 

The Spirit our Surety 

24 And he that keepeth his commandments abideth in him, and he in him. And 
4 hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he gave us. Belo1-cd, 

believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit nf 
God: every spirit which confcsseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 
and every spirit which confesseth not Jesus is not of God: and this is the spirit of 
the antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it cometh; and now it is in the world 

4 already. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater 
is he that is in you than he that is in the world. They are of the world: therefore 
speak they as of the world, and the world heareth th~m. We are of God: he that 
knoweth God heareth us; he who is not of God heareth us not. By this we know the 
spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. 

L07Je 

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for Ion is of God; and every one that loveth 
is begotten of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for 
God is love. Herein was the love of God manifested in us, that God hath sent l1is. 
only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is IOI'<', 

not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propiliatinn 
11 for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. ~" 

man hath beheld God at any time: if we love one another, God abideth in us, and 
his love is perfected in us: hereby know we that we abide in him, and he in us, Jw. 
cause he hath given I.lo of his Spirit. And we have beheld and bear witness that the 

15 Father hath sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. Whosoever shall confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in him, and he in God. And we know 
and have believed the love which God hath in us. God is Jove; and he that abideth 
in love abideth in God, and God abideth in him. Herein is love made perfect with 
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us, that we may have boldness in the day of judgement; because as he is, even so are 
we in this world. There is no fear in love: but perfect love casteth out fear, because rB 
fear hath punishment; and he that fearcth is not made perfect in love. We love, 
because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, and hatcth his brother, he is a 20 

liar: for he that loYeth not his brother whom he hath seen, cannot love God whom 
he hath not seen. And this commandment have we from him, that he who loveth 
God lo\'e his brother also. 

Faith • 
Whosoever belieYeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God: and whosoever 5 

lo,·eLh him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. Hereby we know 
that we loYe the children of God, when we love God, and do his commandments. 
F0r this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments 
are not griernus. For whatsoever is begotten of God ovcrcometh the world: and 4 
this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith. And who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

The Three who bear witness 

This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not with the water 6 
only, but with the water and with the blood. And it is the Spirit that bea'relh wit
ness, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three who bear witness, the Spirit, 
and the water, and the blood: and the three agree in one. If we receive the witness 
of men, the witness of God is greater: for the witness of God is this, that he hath 
borne witness concerning his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the ro 
witness in him: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he hath 
not bclieYed in the witness that God hath borne concerning his Son. And the wit
ness is this, that God gave unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that 
hath the Son hath the iife; he that hath not the Son of God hath not the life. These 13 
things have I written unto you, that ye may know that ye have eternal life, even unto 
you that believe on the name of the Son of God. 

Boldness in asking 

And this is the boldness which we have toward him, that, if we ask anything 14 
according to his will, he heareth us: and if we know that he heareth us whatsoever 
We ask, We know that We have the petitions which WC have asked of him. If any 
man see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and God will give 
him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: not concerning 
this do I say that he should make request. All unrighteousness is sin: and there 17 
is a sin not unto death. 

Epilogue 

ll"E K.vow that whosoever is begotten o/ God sinneth not; but he that was begotten 18 
o/ lJod keepcth him, and the evil one toucheth him not. 

lVE KNOW that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in the evil ont. 

And WE KNOW that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that 20 

we know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 

This is the true God, and eternal life. Little children, guard yourselves from idols. 21 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF ST. JOHN 

The Eldrr: Unto the Elect Lady and her children: whom I love in truth; 
and not I only, but also all they that know the truth; for the truth's sake 
which abideth in. us, and it shall be with us for ever: Grace, mercy, 
peace shall be with us,. from God the Father, and from Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

4 I rejoi~e greatly that I have found certain of thy children walking in truth, e\·cn 
as we received commandment from the Father. And now I beseech thee, lady, 
not as though I wrote to thee a new commandment, but that which we had from the 
beginning, that we love one another. And this is love, that we should walk after 
his commai:.1ments. This is the commandment, even as ye heard from the begin
ning, that ye should walk in it. For many deceivers are gone forth into the world, 
even they that confess not that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh. This is the deceivn 

Band the antichrist. Look to yourselves, that ye lose not the things which we have 
wrought, but that ye receive a full reward. Whosoever goeth onward and abidclh 
not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the 
same hath both the Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth 
not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greeting: for 
he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works. 

i2 Having many things to write unto you, I would not write them with paper and 
ink: but I hope to come unto you, and to speak face to face, that your joy may he 
fulfilled. The children of thine elect sister salute thee. 

THE THIRD EPISTLE OF ST. JOHN 

The Elder: Unto Caius, the beloved, whom I love in truth: Belcmed, I 
pray that in all things thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy 
soul prospereth. 

3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and bare witness unto thy truth, 
even as thou walkest in truth. Greater joy have I none than this, to hear of my 
children walking in the truth. 

Beloved, thou doest a faithful work in whatsoever thou doest toward them that 
are brethren and strangers withal; who bare witness to thy love before the church; 
whom thou wilt do well to set forward on their journey worthily of God; because that 
for the sake of the Name they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. We there
fore ought to welcome such, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth. 

9 I wrote somewhat unto the church; but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the pre-
eminence among them, receiveth us not. Therefore, if I come, I will bring to re
membrance his works which he doeth, prating against us with wicked words; and 
not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and them that 
would he forbiddeth, and casteth them o·Jt of the church. Beloved, imitate nol 
that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God; he that 
doeth evil hath not seen God. Demetrius hath the witness of all men, and of the 
truth itself; yea, we also bear witness, and thou knowest that our witness is true. 

13 I had many things to write unto thee, but I am unwilling to write them to thee 
with ink and pen; but I hope shortly to see thee, and we shall speak face to face. 
Peace be unto thee. The friends salute thee. Salute the friends by name. 
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The Gospel o/ St. Matthew 

i. The Birth of Jesus 

II. John the Baptist and the Appearance of Jesus in Public 

Ill Opening of the Ministry of Jesus and the Sevenfold Discourse 

IV. First Impressions: Gathering of Disciples and Hints of Antagonis:n 

V. Organization of Apostles and the Sevenfold Commission 

VI. Growing Isolation of Jesus and his Ministry 

VII. The Public Parable and the Private Interpretation 

1'111. The Greater Miracles and the Growing Antagonism 

IX. Fuller Recognition by the Disciples of the Kingdom and Questions arising 
thereupon 

X. The Entry into Jerusalem and Final Break with the Ruling Classes 

XI. Discourse to the Disciples: The Sevenfold Revelation of the End 

XII. The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus 

4L 



The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 

Abraham begat Isaac 

and Isaac begat Jacob 

and Jacob begat Judah and his brethren 

and Judah bcgat Perez and Zcrah of Tamar 

and Perez bcga t Hczron 

and Hczron bcgat Ram 

and Ram begat Amminadab 

and Amminadab bcgat Nahshon 

and Nashon begat Salmon 

and Salmon bcgat Boaz of Rahab 

and Boaz begat Obed of Ruth 

and Obed begat Jesse 

and Jesse begat David the Kin[. 

And David begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Uriah 

and Solomon begat Rehoboam 

and Rehoboam begat Abijah 

and Abijah begat Asa 

and Asa begat Jehoshaphat 

and Jehoshaphat bcgat Joram 

and Joram begat Uzziah 

and Uzziah begat Jolham 

and J otham bcgat Ahaz 

and Ah z bcgat Hezekiah 

and Hezekiah begat M anassch 

and Manasseh begat Amon 

and Amon begat Josiah 

and Josiah begat Jechoniah 

and his brethren at the time of 

the carrying away lo Babylon. 



The Son of David : The Son of Abraham 

And after the carrying away to Babylon Jechoniah begat Shcaltiel 

and Shcaltid begat Zerubbabel 

and Zcrubbabel begat Abiud 

and Abiud begat Eliakim 

and Eliakim brgat Azor 

and J\zor begat Sadoc 

and Sadoc begat Achim 

and Achim begat Eliud 

and Eliud begat Eleazar 

and Eleazar begat Matthan 

and Mat than begat Jacob 

and Jacob begat Joseph 

the husband of Mary 

of whom was born JESUS 

who is called CHRIST. 

So all the generations from Abraham unto David are fourteen gene1ations 

and from David unto the carrying away to Babylon fourteen generations 

and from the carrying away to Babylon unto the Christ fourteen gen

erations. 
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I 

1 THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found with child of 
Birth of the H?l?' Ghost. And Joseph ~er husband, being_ a righteous man, anrl 
Jesus not w1llmg to make her a public example, was mmded to put her away 

privily. Hut when he thought on these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holv 

21 Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt call his name ]csus · for It 
is he_ tha_t shall 'save' his yeople from their sins. Now all this is come t~ pass, 
that 1t might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet,~aving: 
Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 
his name 'Immanuel'; which is, being interpreted, 'God with us.' And Joseph 
arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took 
unto him his wife; and knew her not till she had brought forth a son: and he called 
his name ]csus. 

2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judrea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, Wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that 
v· .t f is born King of the Jews? for we saw his star in the east, and arc come 
M':~i~Jr;ht to worship him. And when Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, 
into Egypt and all Jerusalem with him. And gathering together all the chief priesh 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ should 
5 be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judrea: for thus it is written by 

the prophet: And thou Bethlehem, land of Judah, art in no wise least among the 
princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come forth a governor, which shall be sltcphrrd 
of my people Israel. Then Herod privily called the Wise men, and learned of them 

8 carefully what time the star appeared. And he sent them lo Bethlehem, and sairl, 
Go and search out carefully concerning the young child; and when ye have found 
him, bring me word, that I also may come and worship him. And they, haYi11g 
heard the king, went their way; and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. And when they 

n saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And they came into the 
house and saw the young child with Mary his mother; and they fell down and wor
shipped him; and opening their treasures they offered unto him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that they should 
not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 

13 Now when they were departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph 
in a ·dream, saying, Arise and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until I tell thee: for Herod will seek the young child to 
destroy him. And he arose and took the young child and his mother by night, and 

rsdeparted into Egypt; and was there until the death of Herod: that it might ill' 
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of l'gypl 
did I call my son. Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the Wise men, 
was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the male children that were_ in 
Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, from two years old and under, according 

17 to the time which he had carefully learned of the Wise men. Then was fulfilled that 
which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: A voice was heard in Ramah, 
weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; and she would not be 
comforted, because they are not. 

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream 
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to Joseph in Egypt, sa)ing, Arise and take the young child and his mother, and 20 

go into the land of Israel: for they are dead that sought the young child's life. And 
lie arose and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judrea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither; and being warned of God in a dream, he with
drew into the parts of Galilee, and came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that 23 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, that he should be called 
a Nazarene. 

II 

JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE APPEARANCE OF JESUS IN PUBLIC 

And in those days cometh John the Baptist, pr~aching in the wilderness of Judrea, 3 
saying, Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was 
spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, saying: The voice of one crying in the h h 
wildcmrss, Jfake ye ready the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. h~p~i~te 
~ow John himself had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle 
about his loin,;; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then went out unto him 5 
Jcrusal~m. and all Judre:i, and all the region round about Jordan; and they were bap
tized of him in the riYer Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees corning to his baptism, he said unto them, \'.e offspring 
of Yipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore a 
fruit worthy of repentance: and think not to say within yourselves, We have Abra
ham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham. And even now is the axe laid unto the root of the trees: 
every tree therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into 
the fire. I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after II 
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire: whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly 
cleanse his threshing-floor; and he will gather his wheat into the gamer, but .the 
chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire. 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 13 
But John would have hindered him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, 
and comest thou to me? But Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer me B t· 
now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he 0t)e':~ 
suffcreth him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straight-
way from the water: and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the 
Spirit of Goel descending as a dove, and coming upon him; and lo, a voice out of 17 
the heavens, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 4 
And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he afterward hungered. And 
the tempter came and said unto him, If thou art the Son of God, com-
mand that these stones become bread. But he answered and said It The Tempta
i,; written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that ~~fd!~~~~ 
proceedeth out o/ t/1e mouth of God. Then the devil taketh him into 
the holy city; and he set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto him, 6 
If thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, 

He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: 
And on their hands they shall bear thee up, 
Lest haply thou dash thy /oot against a stone. 
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7 Jesus said unto him, Again it is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, 
the devil taketh him unto an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and he said unto him, All these thing,; 

10 will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, 
Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, aud 
him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him; and behold, angels caml' 
and ministered unto him. 

12 Now when he heard that John was delivered up, he withdrew into Galilee; anrl 
leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in tlw 
borders of Zebulun and Naphtali: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying: 

rs The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
Toward the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 
The people which sat in darkness 
Saw a great light, 
And to them which sat in the region and ~hadow of death, 
To them did light spring up. 

III 

OPENIN~ OF THE MINISTRY OF JESUS AND THE SEVENFOLD 
DISCOURSE 

17 From that time began Jesus to preach, and to say, Repent ye; for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. 

And walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw two brethren, Simon who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishers. And he 
saith unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they 

21 straightway left the nets, and fellowed him. And going on from thence he saw otlwr 
two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. And they straightway 
left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

23 And Jesus went about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of disease and all manner of sickne:;:; 
among the people. And the report of him went forth into all Syria: and they brought 
unto him all that were sick, holden with divers diseases and torments, possessed with 
devils, and epileptic, and palsied; and he healed them. And there followed him great 
multitudes from Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Juda:a and from beyond 
Jordan. 

5 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into the mountain: and when he had sat 
down, his disciples came unto him: and he opened his mouth and taught them, sayinl.(: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: 
for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after right
eousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peace-

10 makers: for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are they that have been per
secuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye 
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when men shall reproach you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exeeeding glad: for great is your reward i2 

in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

ii 
Ye are the salt of the earth. i3 

But if the salt have lost its savour, wherewith shell it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men. 

iii 
Ye are the light of the world. I.f 

A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a lamp, and put it under 
the bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the house. Even so 
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 

iv 
Think not that I came to destroy the law or the prophets: '7 
I ca.me not to destroy, but to fulfil. 

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass away from the law, till all things be accomplished. Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, 
shall ~e called least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, 
he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

For I say unto you, that except your righteousness shell exceed the righteoumess' 20 

of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. Ye 
have heard that it was said to them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 
shall kill shall be in danger of the judgement: but I say unto you, that every one who 
is angry with his brother shall be in danger of the judgement; and whosoever shall 
say to his brother, Race, shall ·be in cjanger of the council; and whosoever shall 
say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of the hell of fire. If therefore thou art 23 
offering thy gift at the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, first be reconciled 
to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, 
whiles thou art with him in the way; lest haply the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison: verily 
I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou have paid the last 
farthing. Ye have heard that it was said, Thou shalt not commit adultery: but I 27 
say unto you, that every one that looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in hi~ heart. And if thy right eye causeth thee to stumble, 
pluck it out. and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members 
'hould perish, and not thy whole body be cast into hell. And if thy right hand causeth 
thee to stumble, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should perish, and not thy whole body go into hell. It was said also, 31 
Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: but I 
say unto you, that every one that putteth away his wife, saving for the cause of 
fornication, maketh her an adulteress: and whosoever shall marry her when she is 
put away committeth adultery. Again, ye have heard that it was said to them of 33 
old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine caths: 
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3~ but I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither bf the heaven, for it is the throne of God; 
nor by the earth, for it is the footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city 
of the great King; neither shalt thou swear by thy head, for thou canst not make one 
hair white or black. But let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and whatsoever 

38 is more than these is of the evil one. Ye have heard that it was said, An eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth: but I say unto you, Resist not him that is evil: but who
soever smiteth thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man 
would go to law with thee, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And 
whosoever shall compel thee to go one mile, go with him twain. Give to him that 

43 asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. Ye have 
heard that it was said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy: but 
I say unto you, Love your enemies, and pray for them that persecute you; that ye 
may be sons of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the 

46 evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust. For if ye love them 
that love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if 
ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the Gentiles 
the same? Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

v 
6 Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men, to be seen of them: 

Else ye have no reward with your Father which is in heaven. 
When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypo

crites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily 
3 I say unto you, They have received their reward. But when thou doest alms, let not 

thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: that thine alms may be in secret: 
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall recompense thee. And when ye p,ray, ye 
shall not be as the hypocrites: for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 

·and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto 
6 you, They have received their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thine 

inner chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret, and 
thy Father which seeth in secret shall recompense thee. And in praying use not 
vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do: for they think that they shall be heard for their 
much speaking. Be not therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what 

9 things ye have need of, before ye ask him. After this manner therefore pray ye: 

II 

Our Father which art in heaven: 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 

As in heaven, so on eartll. 

Give us this day 
Our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 
As we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And bring us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one. 

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
But if ye forgive not men their trespas~es, neither will your Father forgive your tres
passes. Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for 
they disfigure their faces, that they may be seen of men to fast. Verily I say unto 
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you, They have received their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thy head, 17 
nnd wash thy face; that thou be not seen of men to fast, but of thy Father which is in 
secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall recompense thee. 

vi 
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, 19 

Where moth and rust doth consume, 
And where thieves break through and steal: 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
Where neither moth nor rust doth consume, 
And where thieves do not break through nor steal. 

For where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also. The lamp of the body is 21 

the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light; but if 
thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness; if therefore the light that 
is in thee be darkness, how great is the darkness! No man can serve two masters: 
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and de 
spise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say unto you, be 25 
not anxious for your life, what shall ye eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your 
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than the food, and the body than the 
raiment) Behold the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not ye of much 
more value than they) And which of you by being anxious can add one cubit unto Z7 
his stature' And why are ye anxious concerning raiment? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: yet I say unto you, 
that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God doth 
so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, 
shall he not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith) Be not therefore anxious, 31 

saying, What shall we eat) or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed?-for after all thesk! things do the Gentiles seek - for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first his kingdom, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Be not therefore anxious 34 
for the morrow: for the morrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient unto the day 
is the evil thereof. 

vii 
Judge not: 
That ye be not judged. 

7 

For with what judgement ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye 2 

mete. it shall be measured unto you. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how 
wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me cast out the mote out of thine eye; and lo, the 
beam is in thine own eye' Thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 

* Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, 
Neither cast your pearls before the swine: 
Lest haply they trample them under their feet, 

And turn and rend you. 
:I: 
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Ask, and it shall be given you; 
Seek, and ye shall find; 

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
For every one that asketh receiveth, 

And he that seeketh findeth, 
And to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

9 Or what man is there of you, who, if his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give 
him a stone; or if he shall ask for a fish, will give him a serpent? If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shal'. your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? 

* 
12 All things therefore whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, even so 

13 

do ye also unto them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

* Enter ye in by the narrow gate. 
For wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many 

be they that enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened the way, that 
leadeth unto life, and few be they that find it. 

* 15 Beware of false prophets, 
Which come to you in sheep's clothing, 
But inwardly are ravening wolves. 

16 By their fruits ye shall know them. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but the corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Therefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

* 
21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 

heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say 
to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name 
cast out devils, and by thy name do many mighty works? And then will I profess 

2~ unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Every one 
therefore which hearetb these words of mine, and doeth them, shall be likened unto a 
wise man, which built his house upon the rock: and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was 

2 6 founded upon the rock. And every one that beareth these words of mine, and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built bis house upon the sand: 
and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and smote upon 
that house; and it fell: and great was the fall thereof. 

IV 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS: GATHERING OF DISCIPLES AND HINTS 

28 OF ANTAGONISM 

And it came to pass, when Jesus ended these words, the multitudes were aston
ished at his teaching: for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their 
scribes. · 
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And when he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him. 8 
And behold, there came to him a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me dean. And he stretched forth his hand, and . 
touched him, saying, I will; be thou_ made cle~n. And straightway Lis ~tii~:~n~s 
leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; P 
but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift thaL\Ioses commanded, 
for a testimonv unto them. 

:\nd when ·he was entered into Capemaum, there came unto him a centurion, 5 
l•csceching him, and saying, Lord, my servant lieth in the house sick of the palsy, 
)._'Tiernusly tormented. And he saith unto him, I will come and heal him. And 
the centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou 
shouldest come under my roof: but only say the word, and ID} servant 
'hall be healed. for I also am a man under authority, having under 
mys1•1f soldiers: and I say to this one, Go, and he goeth; and to 
another, Come, and he cometh; and lo my servant, Do this, and he 

The Centu
rion and the 
Sons of the 
Kingdom 

rh1dh it. And when Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, 
\"erily I say unto you, I have not found so JJ;reat faith, no, not in Israel. And I" 
say unto you, that many shall come from the east and the west, and shall sit down 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven: but the sons of 
the kingdom shall be cast forth into the outer darkness: there shall be the weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; as thou hast 
Lelie,·ed, so he it done unto thee. And the servant was healed in that hour. 

And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother lying sick q 
of a fever. And he touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she arose, and 
ministered unto him. And when even was come, they brought unto him many 
possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all that 
we;e sick: that it might be fulfilled which was qioken by Isaiah the prophet, saying, 
H imsdf took our i11firmitics, a11d bare our diseases. 

:Xow when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to i3 

depart unto the other 'idc. And there came a scribe, and said unto him, Master, 
I will follow thee whilhersoever thou goest. And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the heaven have nests; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head. And another of the disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me 
first to go and buf)' my father. But Jesus saith unlo him, Follow me; and leave 
the dead to bury their own dead. 

:\nd when he was entered into a boat, his disciples followed him. And behold, :·.i 

L!icre arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the boat was covered with the 
waws: but he was asleep. And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Save, 
Lord; we perish. And he saith unto them, \\,'hy arc ye fearful, 0 ye of little faith? 
Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and the~e was a great calm. 
:\nd the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds 
and the ~a obey him? 

:\ncl when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gadarcnes, there 2.' 
mcl him two pcsscsscd with devils, c;oming forth out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, 
so Lliat no man could pass by that way. And behold, they cried out, saying, What 
lia ve we to do with thee, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before 
the time? Kow there was afar ofT from them a herd of many swine feeding. And 
the di;vils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, send us away into the herd of 
swine. And he sairl unto them, Go. And they came out, and went into the swine::''' 
and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep into the sea, and A c· 
perished in the waters. And they that fed them fled, and went away offe~~~d 
into the city, and told everything, and what was befallen to them 
that were possessed with devils. And behold, all the city came out to meet 
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Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart from their 
borders. 

9 :\nd he entered into a boat, and crossed over, and came into his own city. And 
behold, lhey brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus 

Question-
in's arise 

seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer; 
thy sins are forgiven. And behold, certain of the scribes said wiLhin them
selves, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, 

Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins arc 
6 forgiven; or lo say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man 

hath power on earth to forgive sins (then saith he to the sick of the palsy), ArisC', 
and take up thy bed, and go unto thy house. And he arose, and departed to his 
house. But when the multitudes saw it, they were afraid, and glorified God, which 
had given such power unlo men. 

9 And as Jesus passed by from thence, he saw a man, called Matthew, sitting at 
the place of toll: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed 
him. And it came to pass, as he sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans 
and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his disciples. And when the Phari
sees saw it, they said unlo his disciples, Why eateth your Master with the publicans 
and sinners? But when he heard il, he said, They that are whole have no need of 
a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what this meaneth, I desire 
mercy, and not sacrifice: for I came not to call the righteous, but sinners. 

14 Then come lo him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast oft, but thy disciples fast not? And Jesus said unto them: Can the sons of the 
bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will 
come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then will they fast. 
And no man putteth a piece of undressed cloth upon an old garment; for that which 
should fill it up taketh from the garment, and a worse rent is made. Neither do men 
put new wine into old wine-skins: else the skins burst, and the wine is spilled, 
and the skins perish: but they put new wine into fresh wine-skins, and both are 
preserved. 

!8 While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a ruler, and wor-
shipped him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand 
upon her, and she shall live. And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his 
disciples. And behold, a woman, who had an issue of blood twelve years, came 
behind him, and touched the border of his garment: for she said within herself, 
If I do but touch his garment, I shall be made whole. But Jesus turning and seeinµ; 
her said, Daughter, be of good cheer; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the 

23 woman was made whole from that hour. And when Jesus came into the ruler's 
house, and saw the' flute-players, and the crowd making a tumult, he said, Give 
place: for the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. 
But when the crowd was put forth, he entered in, and took her by the hand; and the 
damsel arose. And the fame hereof went forth into all that land. 

27 And as Jesus passed by from thence, two blind men followed him, crying oul, 
and saying, Have mercy on us, thou son of Da,.id. And when he was come into th<" 
house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye thal I 
am able to do this? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. Then touched he their eye,, 
saying, According lo your faith be it done unto you. And their eyes were opened. 
And Jesus sternly charged them, saying, See that no man know it. But they wenl 
forth, and spread abroad his fame in all that land. 

32 And as they went forth, behold, there was brought to him a dumb man possessed 
Opposite im- with a devil. And when the devil was cast out, the dumb man spake: and 
pressions of the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel. But 
Jesus the Pharisees said, By the prince of the devils casteth he out devils. 
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v 
ORGANIZATION OF APOSTLES AND THE SEVENFOLD COMMISSION 

And fcsus went about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, 35 
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and b~aling all manner of disease and all 
manner of sirknl'SS. But when be saw the multitudes,· be was moved with com
pas,;ion for them, because they were distressed and scattered, as sheep not having 
a slwphcrd. Then saith be unto bis disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but 
the labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he send forth 
labourers into his harvest. 

And he called unto him his twelve disciples, and gaYe them authority m·er unclean l.O 
spirits, lo ca,;t them out, and to heal all manner of disease and all manner of sick
ness. i\"ow the names of the twelYe apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is 
called l'ct!'r, and Andrew his hrolher; James the son of Zebedee, and John bis 
brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew lhe publican; James 
the >'On of Alpha~us, and Thadd;eus; Simon the Canarnean, and Jurlas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent forth, and charged them, saying: 5 

Go not into a.ny way of the Gentiles, and enter not into any city of the Samaritans: 
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

* 
And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, 7 

raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. 

* Freely ye received, freely give. 

* Get you no gold. nor silver, nor brass in your purses; no wallet for your journey, 9 
neither two coats, nor shoes, nor staff: for the labourer is worthy of his food. And 
into whatsoever city or village ye shall enter, search out who in it is worthy; and 
there abide till ye go forth. And as ye enter into the house, salute it. And if the 
house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace 
return to you. And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, as ye q 
go forth out of that house or that city, shake off the dust of your feet. Verily I say 
unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day 
of judgement, than for that city. 

* Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise 16 

as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will deliver you 
up to councils, and in their synagogues they will scourge you; yea and before gov
ernors and kings shall ye be brought for my sake, for a testimony to them and to the 
Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, be not anxious how or what ye shall speak: 19 
for it shall be given you in that hour what ye shall speak: for it is not ye that speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you. And brother shall deliver up 
brother to death, and the father his child: and children shall rise up against parents, 
and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's 22 

sake: but he that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved. But when they 
persecute you in this city, dee into the next: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall not 
have gone through the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. A disciple is 
not above his master, nor a servant above his lord; it is enough for the disciple that 
he be as his master, and the servant as his lord: if they have called the master of 
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the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household ! · Fear 
them not therefore. For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and 

27 hid, that shall not be known: what I tell you in the darkness, speak ye in the light; 
and what ye hear in the ear, proclaim upon the housetops. And be not afraid of 
them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which 
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a farth-

31 ing? and not one of them shall fall on the ground without your Father: but the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore; ye are of more value than 
many sparrows. Every one therefore who shall confess me before men, him will I 
also confess before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me 
before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 

* 
34 Think not that I came to send peace on the earth: I came not to send peace, 

but a sword. For I came to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law: and a man's 
foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not 

38 worthy of me. And he that doth not take his cross and follow after me, is not worthy 
of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it. 

* 4o He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that 
sent me. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a proph
et's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man 

42 shall receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto 
one of these little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, verily I 
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 

11 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve 
disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. 

VI 

GROWING ISOLATION OF JESUS AND HIS MINISTRY 

2 Now when John heard in the prison the works of the Christ, he sent hy his dis-
ciples, and said unto him, Art thou he that cometh, or look we for another) And 
Jesus answered and said unto them, Go your way and tell John the things which ye 
do hear and see: the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good 

6 tidings preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall find none occasion 
of stumbling in me. And as these went their way, Jesus began lo say unto the 

Separation 
from John 
the Baptist 

multitudes concerning John: What went ye out into the wilderness to 
behold? a reed shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to 
see? a man clothed in soft raimenP Behold, they that wear soft rai
ment are in kings' houses. But wherefore went ye out? to see a 

10 prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet. This is he, of 
whom it is written, Belzold, I send my messenger before thy face, wlzo slzal/ prepare thy 
way before thee. Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there 

. hath not arisen a greater than John the Baptist: yet he that is but little in the 
t2 kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And from the days of John the Baptist 

until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and men of violence take it 
by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if ye are 
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willing to receive it, this is Elijah, which is to come. He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto chil
dren sitting in the marketplaces, which call unto their fellows, and say, We piped 17 
unto you, and ye did not dance; we wailed, and ye did not mourn. For John 
came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. The Son of man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold, a gluttonous man, and a wine
bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! And wisdom is justified by her 
children. 

Then hrgan he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, 20 

becau,;c they repented not. Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto thee, Bethsaida ! 
for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon which were 
done in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes. Howbeit I say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon in the day of judgement than for you. And thou, Capernaum, 

From the 
Wisdom of 
the World 

shalt thou be exalted unto heaven? thou shalt go down unto Hades: for if the 
mighty works had been done in Sodom which were done in thee, it would have 
remained until this day. Howbeit I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom in the day of judgement than for thee . 

. \t that season Jesus answered and said: I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven 2s 
and earth. that thou rudst hide these things from the wise and understanding, and 
didst reveal them unto babes: yea, Father, for so it was well-pleasing in thy sight. 
All things ha~ been delivered unto me of my Father: and no one knoweth the Son, 
save the Father; neither doth any know the Father, save the Son, and he to whom
soever the Son willeth to reveal him. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 2 s 
hez.ry laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
fo, I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light . 

. \t that season Jesus went on the sabbath day through the cornfields; and his 12 
di,;ciplcs were an hungrcd, and began to pluck cars of corn, and to cal. But the 
Pharisees, when they saw it, said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which it is 
not lawful to do upon the sabbath. But he said unto them: Have ye 
not read what David did, when he was an hungred, and they that ~~om the 
were with him, how he entered into the house of God, and did eat the Sa;{;',:'t~'c 
shewbread, which it was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them 
that were with him; but only for the priests? Or have ye not read in the iaw, how 5 
that on the sabbath day the ·priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and 
are guiltless? But I say unto you, that one greater than the temple is here. But 
if ye had known what this meaneth, I desire mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would 
not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of man is lord of the sabbath . 

. \n<l he departed thence, an<l went into their synagogue: and behold, a man hav- 9 
ing a withered hand. Anrl they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath 
day" that they might accuse him. And he said unto them: What man shall there 
be of you, that shall have one sheep, and if this fall into a pit on the sabbath day, 
will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? How much then is a man of more value 12 

than a sheep! Wherefore it is lawful to do good on the sabbath day. Then saith he 
Lo the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was reslorccl 
whole, as the other. 

But the Pharisees went out, and took counsel against him, how they might destroy q 
him. Anrl Jesus perceiving it withdrew from thence: and many followed him; and 
he healed them all, and chaq!;ed them that they should not mak~ him known; that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying, 8rltold, my servant 
wit om I hai•e chosen: my beloved in whom my soul is wdl pleased: I will pul my Spirit 
upon him, and he shall declare judgement lo the Gentiles. lie sltall 11ot strive, nor cry 19 
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aloud; neithrr shall a11y one hear his voice in the streets; a bruised reed shall he not 
break, and s111oki11g /lax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgement unto victory: 
and in his 11a111c shall the Gentiles hope. 

22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind and dumb: and he 
healed him, insomuch that the dumb man spake and saw. And all the multitudes 

Open antag
onism of the 
Pharisees 

were amazed, and said, Is this the son of David? But when the Phari
sees heard it, they said, This man doth not cast out devils, but by Beel
zebub the prince of the devils. And knowing their thoughts he said 
unto them: Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desola-

26 tion; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: and if Satan 
casteth out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then shall his kingdom stand? 
And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them out? there
fore shall they be your judges. But if I by the Spirit of God cast out devils, then is 

2 9 the kingdom of God come upon you. Or how can one enter into the house of the 
strong man, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he 
will spoil his house. He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth 
not with me scattereth. Therefore I say unto you, Every sin and blasphemy shall be 

52 forgiven unto men; but the blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. And 
whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but 
whosoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this world, nor in that which is to come. Either make the tree good, and its fruit 
good; or make the tree corrupt, and its fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by its 
fruit. Ye offspring of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of 

35 the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. The good man out of his good 
treasure bringeth forth good things: and the evil man out of his evil treasure bringeth 
forth evil things. And I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judgement. For by thy words thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 

38 Then certain of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, Master, we would 
see a sign from thee. But he answered and said unto them: An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it but the sign of 

4 1 Jonah the prophet.1 The men of Nineveh shall stand up in the judgement with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 
behold, a greater than Jonah is here. The queen of the south shall rise up in the 
judgement with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the ends 
of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, a greater than Solomon is 

43 here. But the unclean spirit, when he is gone out of the man, passeth through 
waterless places, seeking rest, and findeth it not. Then he saith, I will return into 
my house whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and 
garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more evil 
than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man be
cometh worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this evil generation. 

46 While he wa.s yet speaking to tbe multitudes, behold, his mother and Lis brethren 
stood without, seeking to speak to him. And one said unto him, Behold, thy 

Separation 
from his 
kindred 

mother and thy brethren stand without, seeking to speak to thee. 
But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? 
and who arc mv brethren? And he stretched forth his hand toward> 
his disciples, and said, Behold, my mother and my brethren! For 

whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, he is my brother, 
and sister, and mother. 

1 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale, so shall the Suto 
of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
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VII 

THE PUBLIC PAR.\BLE AND THE PRIVATE INTERPRETATION 

On that day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. And there were 13 
)'.:tthered unto him g-rl'at multitudes, so that he entered into a boat, and sat; and all 
t!;,• multitude stood nn the beach. And he spake to them many things in parables, 
5:-iying: 

Behold, the sower went forth to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell by the 4 
way side, and the birds came and devoured them: and others fell upon the rocky 
places, where they had not much earth: and straightway they sprang 
up, because they had no deepness of earth: and when the sun was ~~~:~!es 
risen, they were scorched: and because they had no root, they 
withered away. And others fell upon the thorns; and the thorns grew up, and 7 
choked them: oand others fell upon the good ground, and yielded fruit, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He that hath ears, let him hear. 

:\nd the disripks came, and said unto him, \Vhy speakest thou unto them in 
r:.ralJlcs" .\IHI hl' answered and said unto them: Unto you it is given to know 11 

the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. For whosoever 
bath, to him shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but whosoever hath not, 
from him shall be taken away even that which he hath. Therefore speak I to them 
in parables; because seeing they see not, and hearing they hear not, neither do they 
urnlerstand. And unto them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which saith: By 14 
Ii .uing ye slrnl/ lzrnr, and slzall in 110 wise understand; and seeing ye slzall Sl'C, and shall 
i11 "'' wise prrcch·c: /or this proph's lzcart is waxed gross, and their cars arc dull of 
llt'ori11i;, and llzeir eyes /Irey lza<·r dosrd; lest Ira ply /Irey sltould pcrccii-c witlt tlzcir eyes, 
~11J hear wit/1 llzrir c.irs, and 1111dcrsland with //;cir lzcart, and should /11rn again, and 
l shvuld heal tlt1·111. But blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they 16 
bear. For verily I say unto you, that many prophets and righteous men desired 
to see the things which ye see, and saw them not; and to hear the things which ye 
bear, and heard them not. Hear then ye the parable of the sower. When any one 
h•;areth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the evil 
one, and snatcheth away that which hath been sown in his heart. This is he that 
"as sown by the way side. And he that was sown upon the rocky places, this is he 20 

that heareth the word, and straightway with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not root 
in himself, but endureth for a while; and when tribulation or persecution ariseth 
because of the word, straightway he stumbleth. And he that was sown among the 
thorns, this is he that heareth the word; and the care of the world, and the deceit
fulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. And he that was 22 

&own upon the good ground, this is he that heareth the word, andunderstandeth it; 
who verily beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
lhirty . 

. \nother parable set he before them, saying: The kingdom of heaven is likened 24 
unto a man that sowed good seed in his field: but while men slept, his enemy came 
a.nd sowed tares also amo~ the wheat, and went away. But when the blade sprang 
up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. And the servants of 
!he householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst thou not sow good seed in thy 
field? whence then hath it tares? And he said unto them, An enemy hath done 
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this. And the servants say unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them 
29 up? But he saith, Nay; lest haply while ye gather up the tares, ye root up the 

wheat with them. Let both grow torether until the harvest: and in the time of 
the harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather up first the tares, and bind them in 
bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. 

JI Another parable set he before them, saying: The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: which 
indeed is less than all seeds; but when it is grown, it is greater than the herbs, and 
becometh a tree, so that the birds of the heaven come and lodge in the branches 
thereof. 

33 Another parable spake he unto them: The kingdom of heaven is like unto· 
leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till it was all 
leavened. 

34 All these things spake Jesus in parables unto the multitudes; and without a para-
ble spake he nothing unto them: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the' 
prophet, saying, 

I will open my mouth in parables; 
I will utter things hidden from the foundation of lite world. 

36 Then he left the multitudes, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto 
Lim, saying, Explain unto us the parable of the tares of the field. And he answered 
and said: He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; and the field is the world; 
and the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons 
of the evil one; and the enemy that sowed them is the devil: and the harvest is the 

~o end of the world; and the reapers are angels. As therefore the tares are gathered· 
up and burned with fire; so shall it be in the end of the world. The Son of man shall' 
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity, and shall cast them into the furnace 

.13 of fire: there shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the right
eous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He that hath ears, let 
him hear. 

H The kingdom of heaven is like unto a treasure hidden in the field; which a 
man found, and hid; and in his joy he goeth and selleth all that he hath, ancL 
buyeth that field. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a merchant seeking 
goodly pearls: and having found one pearl of great price, he went and sold alL 
that he had, and bought it. 

17 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and. 
gathered of every kind: which, when it was filled, they drew up on the beach; and 
they sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but the bad they cast away. 
So shall it be in the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever 
the wicked from among the righteous, and shall cast them into the furnace of, 
fire: there shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

51 Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea. And he said1 
unto them: Therefore every scribe who hath been made a disciple to the kingdom1 
of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, which bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old. 
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VIII 

THE GREATER MIRACLES AND THE GROWING ANTAGONISM 

And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence. 53 
And corning into his own country he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that 
they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and . 
these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother His own 
called :\Iary? and his brt>thren, James, and Joseph, and Simon, and Judas? ~~~~~i.i 
And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all 
these things? And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet 
is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. And he did not 
many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

At that season Herod the tetrarch heard the report concerning Jesus, and said 14 
unto his scn·ants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore 
do these powers work in him. For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, 
and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife; for John 
said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have her. And when he would have put 
him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet. But 6 
when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced in the midst, and 
pleased Herod; whereupon he promised with an oath to gi,·e her whatsoever she 
should ask. And she, being put forward by her mother, saith, Give me here in a 
charger the head of John the Baptist. And the king was grieved; but for the sake 9 
0f his oaths, and of them which sat at meat with him, he commanded it to be given; 
and he sent, and beheaded John in the prison. And his head was brought in a 
charger, and gi,·en to the damsel: and she brought it to her mother. And his disciples 
came, and took up the corpse, and buried him; and they went and told Jesus. 

Now when Jesus heard it, he withdrew from thence in a boat, to a desert place 13 
apart: and when the multitudes heard thereof, they followed him on foot from the 
cities. And he came forth, and saw a great multitude, and he had compassion on 
them, and healed their sick. And when even was come, the disciples came to him, 
saying, The place is desert, and the time is already past; send the multitudes away, 
that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves food. But Jesus said unto 16 
them, They have no need to go away; give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, 
\\'e have here but five loaves, and two fishes. And he said, Bring them . 
hither to me. And he commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass; f i;;iracle of 
and he took the five loa,·es, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he ee ing 
blessed, and brake and ga1·c the loaves to the disciples, and the disciples to the mul
titudes. And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up that which remained 20 

Ol'Cr of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And they that did cat were about 
five thousand men, beside \vornen and children. 

And straightway he constrained the disciples to enter into the boat, and to go 
before him unto the other side, till he should send the multitudes away. And after 23 
he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into the mountain apart to pray: and 
when e,·en was come, he was there alone. But the boat was now in the midst of 
the sea, distressed by the waves; for the wind was contrary. And in the . 
fourth watch of the night he came unto them walking upon the sea And A ~~racle 
when the disciples saw him walking on these~, they were troubled, :,aying, on e sea 
It is an apparition; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto 27 
them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. And Peter answered him 
and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee upon the waters. And he said, 
Corne. And Peter went down from the boat, and walked upon the waters, to come 
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30 to. Jesus. Bt~t when he saw the wind, _he wa~ afraid; and beginning to sink, he 
cned out, say111g, Lord, save me. And 1mmed1ately Jesus stretched forth his hand 
and took hold of him, and saith unto him, 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt? And when they were gone up into the boat, the wind ceased. And 
they that were in the boat worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of 
God. 

34 And when they had crossed over, they came to the land, unto Gennesaret. And 
when the men of that place knew him, they sent into all that region round about 
and brought unto him all that v.cere sick; and they besought him that they might 
only touch the border of his garment: and as many as touched "ere made whole. 

15 Then. t~ere come to Jesus fron:i .Jerusalem ,Pharisees and scribes, saying, \\'hy 
do thy disciples transgress the Tradition of the Elders? for they wash not their hands 

Attack on the 
Tradition of 
the Elders 

when they eat bread. And he answered and said unto them: Why do ye 
also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition? For 
God said, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, He that speaketh evil 
of father or mother, let him die the death. But ye say, Whosoever shall 

say to his father or his mother, That wherewith thou mightest have been profited 
6 by me is given to God; he shall not honour his father. And ye have made void the 

word of God because of your traditioi:i. Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of 
you, saying: This people lzonouretlz me with thrir lips; but their heart is Jar /rolll me. But 
in vain do they worship m.c, teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men. And he called 

II to him the multitude, ancl said unto them: Hear, and understand: Not that which 
entereth into the mouth defileth the man; but that which proceedeth out of the mouth; 
this defileth the man. Then came the disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou 
that the Pharisees were offended, when they heard this saying? But he answered 
and said, Every plant which my heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up. 

14 Let them alone: they are blind guides. And if the blind guide the blind, both shall 
fall into a pit. And Peter answered and said unto him, Declare unto us the par
able. And he said: Are ye also even yet without understanding> Perceive ye not, 
that whatsoever goeth into the mouth passeth into the belly, and is cast out into the 

18 draught? But the things which proceed out of the mouth come forth out of the 
heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, mur
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, railillgs: these are the things 
which defile the man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not the man. 

21 And Jesus went out thence, and withdrew into the parts of Tyre and Sidon. And 
behold, a Canaanitish woman came out from those borders, and cried, saying, Have 
A Canaanit- m_ercy on I?e, 0 Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is ~ri~\·o.usly vexed 
ish woman with a devil. But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came 

and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she cricth after us. But he 
answered and said, I was not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

25 But she came ar-d worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. And he answered and 
said, It is not meet to take the children's bread and cast it to the dogs. But she said, 
Yea, Lord: for even the dogs cat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. 
Then Jesus answered and said unto her, 0 woman, great is thy faith: be it done 
unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was healed from that hour. 

29 And Jesus departed thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and h~ went 
up into the mountain, and sat there. And there came unto him great multitudes, 
having with them the lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and they cast 
them clown at his feet· and he healed them: insomuch that the multitude wondered, 
when they saw the d~mb speaking, the maimed whole, ·and the lame walking, and 
the blind seeing: and they glorified the God of Israel. . 

32 And Jesus called unto him his disciples, and said, I have compassi_on on the 
multitude, because they continue with me now three days and have nothmg to eat: 
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and I would not send them away fasting, lest haply they faint in the way. And the 33 
di.,;cipks say unto him, Whence should we have so many loaves in a 
desert place, as to fill so great a multitude? And Jesus sai"tb unto them, A miracu.
How many loaves ha\·e ye? And they said, Seven, and a few small fishes. :."nu: feeding 
And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground; and he took 
the seven loaws and the fishes; and he gave thanks and brake, and gave to the dis
ciples, and the disciples to the multitudes. And they did all eat, and were filled: and 37 
they took up that which remained over of the broken pieces, se1·en baskets full. And 
they that did eat were four thousand men, beside women and children. And he 
sent away the multitudes, and entered into t'he boat, and came into the borders of 
:\lagadan. 

And the Pharisees and Sadducces came, and tempting him asked him to shew 16 
them a sign from heaven. But he anS\\·crrd and said unto them: When it is even-
ing, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the heaven is red. And in the . . 
morning, It will be foul weather to-day: for the heaven is red and !'£::~~~1~ 
lowring. Ye know how to discern the face of the heaven; but ye cannot 
discern the signs of the times. An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a 
sign: and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of Jonah. And he left 
them, and departed. 

And the disciples came to the other side and forgot to take bread. And Jesus 5 
said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees . 
. \nd they reasoned among themseh·es, saying, \Ve took no bread. And Jesus per
cei1·ing it said: 0 y~ of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have 
no bread) Do ye not yet perceive, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, 
and how many baskets ye took up? Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, 
and how many baskets ye took up? How is it that ye do not perceive that I spake II 
not to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sad
ducees. Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of 
bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

IX 

FULLER RECOGNITION BY THE DISCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM 

AND QUESTIONS ARISING THEREUPON 

Now when Jesus came into the parts of C:csarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 13 
saying, Who do men say that the Son of man is? And they said, Some say John the 
Baptist; some, Elijah: an<l others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 
He saith unto them, But who say ye that I am? And Simon Peter an- ~~~:;~ft~on 
s1 ·ercd and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And of the Christ 
Jc ,;u, answered and said unto him: Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jonah: 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
And I also say unto thee, that thou art' Peter,' and upon this 'rock' I will build my rs 
church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven. Then chaq:!;ed he the disciples that they should tell no man that he was the 
Christ. 

From that time began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto 21 

Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
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22 killed, and the third day be raised up. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, 

and Revela
tion of his 
Sufferings 

saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall never be unto thee. But he 
turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art a stum
blingblock unto me: for thou mindest not the things of God, but the 
things of men. Then said Jesus unto his disciples: If any man would 

come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For who
soever would save his life shall lose it: and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall 

26 find it. For what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and forfeit 
his life? or what shall a man give in exchange for his life? For the Son of man 
shall come in the glory of his Father With his angels; and then shall he render unto 
every man according to his deeds. Verily I say unto you, There be some of them 
that stand here, which shall in no wise taste of death, till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom. 

17 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John his brother, 
and bringeth them up into a high mountain apart: and he was transfigured before 
them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his garments became white as the light. 
The Trans- And behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elijah talking with 
figuration him. And Peter answered, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us lo 

be here: if thou wilt, I will make here three tabernacles; one for thee, 
and one for :\loses, and one for Elijah. While he was yet speaking, behold, a bright 

5 cloud overshadowed them: and beho:d, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. And when the dis
ciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. A::id Jesus came and 
touched them and said, Arise, and be not afraid. And lifting up their eyes, they 
saw no one, save Jesus only. 

9 And as they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, say-
ing, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen from the dead. And 
his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elijah must first 
come? And he answered and said: Elijah indeed cometh, and shall restore all 

12 things: but I say unto you, that Elijah is come already, and they knew him not, 
but did unto him whatsoever they listed. Even ~o shall the Son of man also suffer 
of them. Then understood the disciples that he spake unto them of John the 
Baptist. 

14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a man, kneeling 
to him, and saying, Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is epileptic, and suffereth 
grievously: for oft-times he falleth into the fire, and oft-times ,into the water. And 
I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. And Jesus answered 
and said, 0 faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how 

18 long shall I bear with you' bring him hither to me. And Jesus rebuked him; and 
the devil went out from him: and the boy was cured from that hour. Then came 
the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast it out? And he sa~th 
unto them, Because of your lillle faith. For verily I say unto you, If ye have faith 
as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 
place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

22 And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of m~n shall be 
delivered up into the hands of men; and they shall kill him, and the third day he 
shall be raised up. And they were exceeding sorry. 

24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received the half-shekel ca.me 
to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay the half-shekel? f'.e saith, 
Yea. And when he came into the house, Jesus spake first to l11m, say· 
ing, What thinkest thou, Simon? the kings of the earth, from whom do 
they receive toll or tribute? from their sons, or from strangers? And 

Galilee: 
Questions of 
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when he said, From strangers, Jesus said unto him, Therefore the sons are free. 
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Bul, le,;t Wl' mu'<' them to stumble, go thou to the sea, anrl cast a hook, and take up 27 
lhc lish that lir,;l cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a 
shekel: that take, and give unto them for me and thee. 

In that hour c::une till' di,;ciples unto Jesus, saying, \\'ho then is greatest in tl1e IS 
kingcl.im of hcan·n' .\nd he called lo him a little child, and set him in the midst of 
them, and ,;aid: Verily I say unto you, Except ye turn, and become as little children, 
ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. And wl:oso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me: but c, 
whoso shall cause one of these little ones which believe on me to stumble, it is profit
aole for him that a great millstone should be hanged about his neck, and that he 
should be sunk in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of occasions of 
stumbling'. for it must needs be that the occasions come; but woe to that man 
through whom the occasion cometh! And if thy hand or thy foot causeth thee to s 
stumble, cut it off, and cast it from thee: it is good for thee to enter into life maimed 
or halt. rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into the eternal fire. 
And if thine eye causeth thee to stumble, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is 
good for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be 
cast into the hell of fire. See that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say 10 

unto you, that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven. How think ye? if any man have a hundred sheep, and one 
of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and go unto the 
mountains. and seek that which goeth astray? And if so be that he find it, verily 13 
I say unto you, he rejoiceth over it more than over the ninety and nine which 
have not gone astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should perish. 

And if thy brother sin against thee, go, shew him his fault between thee and him 15 
alone: if he hear thee, thou h:;.st gained thy brother. But if he hear thee not, take 
with thee one or two more, that at the mouth of two witnesses or three 
every word may be established. And if he refuse to hear them, tell it veatme~~ 
unto the church: and if he refuse to hear the church also, let him be ~i:~~~i':i e 
unto thee as the Gentile and the publican. Verily I say unto you, What 
things soever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and what things 
soever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, 19 
that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

Tl"'n came Peter, and said lo him, Lord, h.rn· oft shall nl\' brother sin against me, 
and I f,,,-~;,e him' until se\'en times' Jesus saith unto him, Isa\' not unto thee, 
Cntil 'L"\Tn time.<; but, l'nlil sc\'cnt\· timcs anrl seven. Therefore is the kingdom of 23 
heaven likened unto a certain king, \Vhich would make a reckoning with his servants. 
And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten 
thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not wherewith to pay, his 
lord commanded him to be sold and his wife and children and all that Parable of 
h ' ' ' the Fellow-e ha~. and payment to be made. The servant therefore fell down and Servants 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all. And the lord of that servant, being moved with compassion, released him, 27 
and forgave him the debt. But that servant went out, and found one of his fellow
servants, which owed him a hundred pence: and he laid hold on him, and took 
him by the throat, saying, Pay what thou owest. So his fellow-servant fell down 
and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee. And he 30 
would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay that which was 
due. So when his fellow servants sa-N what was done, they were exceeding sorry, 

t 27 I 



Matthew ->fl New Testament Literature 

32 and came and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord called him unto 
him, and saith to him, Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because 
thou besoughtest me: shouldest not thou also have had mercy on thy fellow-servant 
even as I had mercy on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to th~ 
tormentors, till he should pay all that was due. So shall also my heavenly Father 
do unto you, if ye forgive not every one his brother from your hearts. 

19 And it came to pass when Jesus had finished these words, he dep:i.rted from Galilee, 
and came into the borders of Judrea beyond Jordan; and great multitudes followed 
him; and he healed them there. 

And there came unto him Pharisees, tempting him, and saying, Is it lawful for a 
4 man to put away his wife for every cause? And he answered and said: Have ye 

Beyond Jor
dan: more 
questions 

not read, that he which made them from the beginning made them male 
and fomale, and said, For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the twain shall become one 
flesh? So that they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore 

7 God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. They say unto him, Why then 
did Moses command to give a bill of divorcement, and to put her away? He sailh 
unlo them: Moses for your hardness of heart suffered you to put away your wives: 
but from the beginning it hath not been so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth 

ro adultery: and he that marrieth her when she is put away committeth adultery. The 
disciples say unto him, If the case of the man fa so with his wife, it is not expedient 
to marry. But he said unto them: All men cannot receive this saying, but they to 
whom it is given. For there are eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's 
womb: and there are eunuchs, which were made eunuchs by men: and there are 
eunuchs, which made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He 
that is able to receive it, let him receive it. 

13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should lay his hands on 
them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer the little 
children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 
And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence. 

16 And behold, one came to him and said, Master, what good thing shall I do, that I 
may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why askest thou me concerning that 
which is good? One there is who is good: but if thou wouldcst enter into life, keep 
the commandments. He saith unto him, Which? And Jesus said, Thou shalt not 
kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

20 thyself. The young man saith unto him, All these things haYe I observed: what lack 
I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt ha\'e treasure in heaven: and come, follow 
me. But when the young man heard the saying, he went away sorrowful: for 
he was one that had great possessions. 

2 3 And Jesus said unto his disciples: Verily I say unto you, It is hard for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a 

camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the 
~a~mo~and kingdom of God. And when the disciples heard it, they were astonished 
of ';,e~~~nom exceedingly, saying, Who then can be saved? And Jesus looking upon 

them said to them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things 
are possible. Then answered Peter and said unto him, Lo, we have left all, and 

28 followed thee; what then shall we have? And Jesus said unto them: Verily I say 
unto you, that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son 
of man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one that hath left houses, 
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or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or children, or lands, for my name's 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit eternal life. But many shall 
be last that are first; and first that are last. For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 20 
man that is a householder, which went out early in the morning to hire 
labourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the labourers ParaMe of 
for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about ihai~~~=:s 
the third hour, and saw others standing in the marketplace idle; and to them 
he said, Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went 
their way. Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. 5 
And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others sU!?ding; and he saith 
unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They say unto him, Because no man 
hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard. And when even 
was come, the l"rd of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and pay 
them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And when they came that 9 
were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. And when 
the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise received 
every man a penny. And when they received it, they murmured against the house
holder, saying, These last have spent but one hour, and thou hast made them equal 
unto us, which have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat. But he 13 
answered and said to one of them, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree 
with me for a penny 0 Take up that which is thine, and go thy way; it is my will to 
give unto this last. even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with 
mine own, or is thine eye evil, because I am good? So the last shall be first, and 
the first last . 

. \ml as Je>us was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples apart, and 17 
ir. the way he said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man 
.'h:tll he deli1·crcd unto the chief priests and scribes; and thcv shall con- ] t 
clc·nrn him to death, and shall deli\"er him unto the Gentiles 10" mock, and J~~~=femo 
to scourge, and to crucify: and the third day he shall be raised up. 
Then came to him the mother of the sons of Zebedee with her sons, 11·or,;hipping 
him, and askin.~ a certain thing of him. And he said unto her, What wouldcst thou? 21 

She ,;aith unto him, Command that these my two sons may sit, one on thy right hand, 
and one on thy !cit hand, in thy kingdom. But Jesus ans11·crcd and said, Ye know 
nut what ye a>k. Are' ye able to drink the cup that I am about lo drink? They say 
unto liim, \Ye arc able. He saith unto them, :\ly cup indeed ye shall drink: but lo 
sit on my right hand, and on my left hand, is not mine to give, but it is for them for 
whom it hath been prepared of my Father. And when the ten heard it, they were 24 
mm·ed 11·i1h iTHlignaiion concerning the two brethren. But Jesus called 
them unto him, and said: Ye know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it Lord:_hipdin 
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. Not so I~~erri~e om 
shall it be among you: but whosoever would become great among you 
&hall be your minister: and whosoever would be first among you shall be your 
servant: even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many. 

And as they went ovt from Jericho, a great multitude followed him. And behold, 29 
two blind men 'itting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus was passing by, 
cried out, saying, Lord, ha,·e mercy on us, thou son of David. And the multitude 
rebuked them, that they should hold their peace: but they cried out the more, saying, 
Lord, haw mercy on us, thou son of DaYid. And Jesus stood still, and called them, 
and said, \\'hat will ye that I should do unto you? They say unto him, Lord, that 33 
our eyes may be opened. And Jesus, being moved with compassion, touched their 
eyes: and straightway they received their sight, and followed him. 
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x 
ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM AND FINAL BREACH WITH THE 

RULING CLASSES 

21 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and came unto Bethphage, unto the 
mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying unto them, Go into the villag1· 

that is over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a 
~n~.jal colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. And if any onr 

say aught unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and 
4 straightway he will send them. Now this is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled 

which was spoken by the prophet, saying: 

Tell ye the daughter of Zion, 
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
Meck, and riding upon an ass, 
And upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

6 And the disciples went, and did even as Jesus appointed them, and brought the ass, 
and the colt, and put on them their garments; and he sat thereon. And the most part 
of the multitude spread their garments in the way; and others cut branches from tlw 
trees, and spread them in the way. And the multitudes that went before him, and 
that followed, cried, saying, 'Hosanna to the son of Da\"id ' - 'Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord' - 'Hosanna in the highest.' And when he was 
come into Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, Who is this? And the mul
titudes said, This is the prophet, Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee. 

12 And Jesus entered into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold an<l 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the srats 

. of them that sold the doves; and he saith unto them, It is written, My house 
~~ea~sing1 of shall be called a house of prayer: but ye make it a den of robbers. A11d 

e emp e the blind and the lame came to him in the temple: and he healed thl'rn 
15 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, r,nrl 

the children that were crying in the temple and saying, 'Hosanna to the son of 
David'; they were moved with indignation, and said unto him, Hearest thou what 
these are saying? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea: did ye never read, Out of //11· 
mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? And he left them, and \\·cnt 
forth out of the city to Bethany, and lodged there. 

18 Now in the morning as he returned to the city, he hungered. And seeing a lig 
tree by the way side, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only; 

and he saith unto it, Let there be no fruit from thee hencefon\"ard f,ir 
~~~i~i~t t e ever. And immediately the fig tree withered away. And when the di sci pk< 

re saw it, they marvelled, saying, How did the fig tree immediately witlll'r 
21 away? And Jesus answered and said unto them: Verily I say unto you, If ye have 

faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do what is done to the fig tree, but even if ye 
3hall say unto this mountain, Be thou taken up and cast into the sea, it shall be 
done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 

23 And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the ciders of the 
people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority 

~he fjthor- doest thou these things? and who ga\"e thee this authority? c\nd Jesus 
~?'a~en::~• answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one question, which if 

ye tell me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25The .baptism of John, whence was il? from heaven or from men? And they rea-
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saned "·ith themseh·es, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, 
\\"hy then did ye not helie"e him? But if we shall say, From men; we fear the 2b 

multitude; for all hold John as a prophet. And they answered Jesus, and said, 
\\"e know not. He also said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do 
these thinµ:s. 

But what think ye, A man had two sons; and he came to the first, and Sbid, Son, 28 
go work to-day in the vineyard. And he answered and said, I will not: but after
ward he repented himself, and went. And he came to the second, P bl f 
and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. T~: s~n~ 
Whether of the twain did the will of his father? They say, The lirst. 
Je:;us ,;aith unto them: Verily I say unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go 
into the kingdom of God before you. For John came unto you in the way of 32 , 

righteousness. and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed 
him: and ye, when ye saw it, did not even repent yourselves afterward, that ye might 
belieYe him. 

Hear another parable: There was a man that was a householder, which planted 33 
a vineyard, and set a hedge about it, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, 
and let it out to husbandmen, and went into another country. And when 
the season of the fruits drew near, he sent his servants to the husband- fhar~~·b~fnd
men, to receive his fruits. And the husbandmen took his servants, and m:n an"d Heir 
beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other 
servants more than the first: and they did unto them in like manner. But afterward 
he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. But the husband- 3s 
men, when they saw the son, said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him, and take his inheritance. And they took him, and cast him forth out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. When therefore the lord of the vineyard shall come, 
what will he do unto those husbandmen? They say unto him, He will miserably 
destroy those miserable men, and will let out the vineyard unto other husbandmen, 
which shall render him the fruits in their seasons. Jesus saith unto them, Did ye ~2 
never read in the scriptures, 

The stone which the builders reircted, 
The same was 111aJc tire lrrad of the corner: 
This was from tire J,ord, 
And it is 111anxllous in our eyes? 

Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken away from you, and ":i 
shall be given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And he that falleth on 
this stone shall be broken to pieces: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will scatter 
him as dust. 

:\nd when the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived 
that he spakl' .if them. And when they sought to lay hold on him, they feared the 
multitudes, IJ<·causc they took him for a prophet. 

And JL'"l.' an.swcn·d and spake a~ain in parables unto them, sayin~: The kingdom 22 
of heaven is likened unto a certain king, which made a marriage feast for his son, and 
sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the marriage 
feast: and they would not come Again he sent forth other servants Parable of 

. T II h h b"dd .B I . ' the Mar-saymg, e t em t at _are 1 en,_ ehold, have ':11ade ready my dmner: riage Feast 
my oxen and my fathngs are killed, and all thmgs are ready: come 

· to the marriage feast. But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his s 
own farm, another to his merchandise: and the rest laid hold on his servants, and 
entreated them shamefully, and killed them. But the king was wroth; and he sent 
hi3· armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then saith he 
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to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they that were bidden were not worthy. 
'.9 Go ye therefore unto the partings of the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid 

to the marriage feast. And those servants went out into the highways, and gathered 
together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was filled 
with guests. But when the king came in to behold the guests, he saw there a man 

12 which had not on a wedding-garment: and he saith unto him, Friend, how earnest 
thou in hither not having a wedding-garment? And he was speechless. Then the 
king said to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and cast him out into the outer 
darkness; there shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, 
but few chosen. 

IS Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might ensnare him in his 
talk. And they send to him their disciples, with the Herodians, saying, Master, we 

Clash with 
religious 
leaders 

know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, and 
cares! not for any one: for thou regardest not the person of men. · Tell us 
therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cresar, 
or not? But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why templ ye 

19 me, ye hypocrites? Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a 
penny. And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? They 
say unto him, Cresar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Cresar the 
things that are Cresar's; and unto God the things that are God's. And when they 
heard it, they marvelled, and left him, and went their way. 

23 On that day there came to him Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection: 
and they asked him, saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his 
brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. Now there were 
with us seven brethren: and the first married and deceased, and having no seed left 
his wife unto his urother; in like manner the second also, and the third, unto the 
seventh. And after them all the woman died. In the resurrection therefore whose 

29 wife shall she be of the seven? for they all had her. But Jesus answered and said 
unto them: Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God. For in 
the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as angels in 
heaven. But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which 
was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. And when 
the multitudes heard it, they were aslonished at his teaching. 

34 But the Pharisees, when they heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, 
gathered themselves together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, 
tempting him, Master, which is the great commandment in the law? And he said 
unto him: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a 
second like unto it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two 
commandments hangeth the whole law, and the prophets. 

4 1 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, 
saying, What think ye of the Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son 
of David. He saith unto them, How then doth David in the Spirit call him Lord, 
saying, 

44 The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 
Till I put thine enemies underneath thy feel? 

If David then calleth him Lord, how is he his son? And no one was able to answer · 
him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions. 

23 Then spake Jesus to the multitudes and lo his disciples, saying: The scribes and 
the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat: all things therefore whatsoever they bid you, these 
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do and observe: but do not ye after their works; for they say, and do not. Yea, they 4 
bind heavy burdens a!td grievous to be borne, and Jay them on men's shoulders; but 
they themselves will not move them with their finger. But all their 
works they do for to be seen of men: for they make broad their phylae- 'f~~ ~even
teries, and enlarge the borders of their garments, and love the chief c~atio:nun
place at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, e.nd the saluta-
tions in the marketplaces, and to be called of men, Rabbi. But be not ye called 8 
Rabbi: for one is your teacher, and all ye are brethren. And call no man your 
father on the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. Neither be ye 
called masters: for one is your master, even the Christ. But he that is greatest 
among you shall be your servant. And whosoever shalt exalt himself shall be 
humbled; and whosoever shall humble himself shall be exalted. 

But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! because ye shut the kingdom 13 
of heaven against men: for ye enter not in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that 
are entering in to enter. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to 15 
make one proselyte; and when he is become so, ye make him twofold more a son of 
hell than yourselves. 

Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, 16 
it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor. 
Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that hath sanc
tified the gold) And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but who
soever shall swear by the gift that is upon it, he is a debtor. Ye blind: for whether 
is greater. th~ gift, or the ,;,!tar that sanctifieth the gift? He therefore that sweareth 20 

by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. And he that sweareth by the 
temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. And he that swearetl:: 
by the heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sittetb thereon. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye tithe mint and anise 23 
and cummin, and have left undone the weightier matters of .the law, judgement, and 
mercy, and faith: but these ye ought to have done, and not to have left the other 
undone. Ye blind guides, which strain out the gnat, and swallow the camel. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye cleanse the outside of 25 
the cup and of the platter, but within they are full from extortion and excess. Thou 
blind Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup and of the platter, that the outside 
thereof may become clean also. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like upto whited 27 
sepulchres, which outwardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full of dead men's 
bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, 
but inwardly ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye build the sepulchres of 29 
the prophets, and garnish the tombs of the righteous, and say, If we had been in the 
days of our fathers, we should not have been partakers with them in the blood of the 
prophets. Wherefore ye witness to yourselves, that ye are sons of them that slew the 
prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye offspring 33 
of vipers, how shall ye escape the judgement of hell? " Therefore, behold, I send 
unto you proi;hets, and wise men, and scribes: some of them shall ye kill and crucify; 
and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to 
city: that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the 35 
blood of Abel the righteous unto the blood of Zachariah son of Barachiah, whom ye 
slew between the sanctuary and the altar." Verily I say unto you, All these things 
shall come upon this generation. 

0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killeth the prophets, and stoneth them that are YI 
sent unto her l how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
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3a gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is 
left wito you desolate. For I say wito you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye 
shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

XI 

DISCOURSE TO THE DISCIPLES: THE SEVENFOLD REVELATION 

OF THE END 

24 And Jesus went out from the temple, and was going on his way; and his disc;pb 
came to him to shew him the huildings of the temple. But he answered and said unto 
them, See ye not all these things? wrily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one 
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

3 And as he sat on the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, 
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said unto them: 

i 
s Take heed that no man lead you astray. For many shall come in my name, saying, 

I am the Christ; and shall lead many astray. And ye shall hear of wars and rumour~ 
of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for these things must needs come to pass; but 
the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 
and there shall be famines and earthquakes in divers places. But all these things 

9 are the beginning of travail. Then shall they deliver you up unto tribulation, and 
. shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all the nations for my name's 

~l~~f~ntf~~-;,t sake. And then shall many stumble, and shall deliver up one ~nother, 
the End and shall hate one another. And many false prophets shall anse, and 

shall lead many astray. And because iniquity shall be multiplied, the 
13 love of the many shall wax cold. But he that endureth to the end, the same shall 

be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world 
for a testimony unto all the nations; and then shall the end come. 

ii 
15 When therefore ye see the abomination of desolation, which was spoken of by 

Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let him that readeth understand), 
then let them that are in Judrea flee unto the mountains: let him that is on the house
top not go down to take out the things that are in his house: and let him that is in 

Thetribu
Jation of 
Judaoa 

the field not return back to take his cloke. But woe unto them that 
are with child and to them that give suck in those days! And pray ye 
that your flight be not in the winter, neither on a sabbath: for then 
shall be great tribulation, such as hath not been from the beginning of 

22 the world until now, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days had been short-
ened, no flesh would have been saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be 
shortened. Then if any man shall say wito you, Lo, here is the Christ, or, Here; 
believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew 
great signs and wonders; so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. Behold, 

26 I have told you beforehand. If therefore they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in 
the wilderness; go not forth: Behold, he is in the inner chambers; believe it not. 
For as th~ lightning cometh forth from the east, and is seen even unto the west; 
so shall be the coming of the Son of man. Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together. 
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iii 
But immediately, after the tribulation of those days, the sun shall be darkened, 29 

1 and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
I powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and then shall appear the . 
' sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all _the tribes of the !ffh;os~~ng 
1 earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man commg on the clouds of Man 
1 of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send forth his 
, angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from 
1 the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

iv 
Now from the fig tree learn her parable: when her branch is now become tender, 32 

and putteth forth its leaves, ye know that the s1unmer is nigh; even so ye also, when ye 
see all these things, know ye that it is nigh, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, 
This generation shall not pass away, till all these things be accomplished. Heaven 35 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. But of 
that day and hour knoweth no one, not even the angels of heaven, 
neither the Son, but the Father only. And as were the days of Noah, 
so shall be the coming of the Son of man. For as in those days which 
were before the flood they were eating .and drinking, marrying and 

The one fore
shadowed by 
tokens, the 
other will 
be sudden 

giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and they knew not 
until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall be the coming of the Son of 
man. Then shall two men be in the field; one is taken, and one is left; two women 40 
shall be grinding at the mill; one is taken, and one is left. 

v 
Watch therefore: for ye know not on what day your Lord cometh. But know 42 

this, that if the master of the house had known in what watch the thief was coming, 
he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be 
broken through. Therefore be ye also ready: for in an hour that ye 
think not the Son of man cometh. Who then is the faithful and wise 
servant, whom his lord hath set over his household, to give them their 
food in due season ° Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he 

Watchful
ness: Par
able of the 
Virgins: 

cometh shall find so doing; verily I say unto you, that he will set him over all 47 
that he hath. But if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord tarrieth; 
and shall begin to beat his fellow-servants, and shall eat and drink with the 
drunken; the lord of that servant shall come in a day when he expecteth not, and 
in an hour when he knoweth not, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint his 
portion with the hypocrites; there shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their 25 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were foolish, 
and five were wise. For the foolish, when they t'\ok their lamps, took no oil with 
them· but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. Now while the bride
groom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. But at midnight there is a cry, Behold, 6 
the bridegroom ~ Come ye forth to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and 
trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for 
our lamps are going out. But the wise answered, saying, .Peradventure there will 
not be enough for us and you: go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 
And while they went away to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready 10 

went in with him to the marriage feast; and the door was shut. Afterward come 
also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, 
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13 Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know not the day 
nor the hour. 

vi 
14 For it is as when a man, going into another country, called his own servants, 

and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another 

and Work: 
Parable of 
the Talents 

two, to another one; to each according to his several ability; and he 
went on his journey. Straightway he that received the five talents went 
and traded with them, and made other five talents. In like manner he 
also that received the two gained other two. But he that received the 

1~ one went away and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. Now after 
a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and maketh a reckoning with them. 
And he that received the five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, 
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: lo, I have gained other five talents. 
His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter thou into the 

22 joy of thy lord. And he also that received the two talents came and said, Lord, 
thou deliveredst unto me two talents: lo, I have gained other two talents. His 
lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord. And he also that had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee 
that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou didst not sow, and gathering where 
thou didst not scatter: and I was afraid, and went away and hid thy talent in the 

26 earth: lo, thou hast thine own. But his lord answered and said unto him, Thou 
wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 
where I did not scatter; thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 
bankers, and at my corning I should have received back mine own with interest. 
Take ye away therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him that hath the 

29 ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abun
dance: but from him that hath not, even that which he hath shall be taken away. 
And cast ye out the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: there shall be 
the weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

vii 
31 But when the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then shall he sit on the throne of his glory: and before hin1 shall be gathered all the 
nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as the shepherd separateth 
The Final the sheep from the goats: and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
Judgement but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his 

right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
35 for you from the foundation of the world: for I was an hungred, and ye gave me 

meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me 
in; naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye 
cam~ unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungred, and fed thee i or athirst, and gave thee drink? And when saw 

39 we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee) And when 
saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and 
say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my 
brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them 011 

the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for 
42 the devil and his angels: for I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was 

thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, 
and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they 
also answer, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, 
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or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he 15 
answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye· did it not unto one of 
these least, ye did it not unto me. And these shall go away into eternal punishment: 
but the righteous into eternal life. 

XII 

THE PASSION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these words, he said unto his 26 
disciples, Ye know that after two days the Passover cometh, and the Son of man 
is delivered up to he crucified. Then were gathered together the chief P . 
priests, and the elders of the people, unto the court of the high priest, f::~:~a~~d 
who was :ailed Caiaphas; and they took counsel together that they 
might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him. But they said, Not during the feast, 
lest a tumult arise among the people. 

Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, there came unto 6 
him a woman ha1·ing an alabaster cruse of exceeding precious ointment, and she 
poured it upon his head, as he sat at meat. But when the disciples saw it, they had 
indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? For this ointment might ha1·e 
been sold for much, and )!;iven to the poor. But Jesus perceiving it said unto them, 
\Vhy trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me. For ye 11 

ha1·e the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. For in that she poured 
this ointment upon my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. Verily I say unto 
you, Wheresoever this gospel shall ue preached in the whole world, that also which 
this woman hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, l-4 
and said, What are ye willing to give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And 
they weighed unto him thirty pieces of silver. And from that time he sought oppor
tunitv to deliver him unto them. 

Now on the first day of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 17 
\\"here wilt thou that we make ready for thee to eat the Passover? And he said, 
Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The l\Iastcr saith, T L 
J\Iy time is at hand; I keep the Passover at thy house with my disciples. s~;pe~st 
And the disciples did as Jesus appointed them; and they made ready 
the Passol"er. Now when even was come, he was sittin)!; at meat with the twelve·2C 
disciples; and as they were eatinj!;, he said, Verily I say t!nto you, that one of you 
shall betray me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began to say unto him 
every one, Is it I, Lord? And he answered and said, He that dipped his hand will1 
me in the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of man goeth, e1·en as it is 2-f 
written of him: but woe unto that man through whom the Son of man is uetrayed ! 
good were it for that man if he had not been born. And Judas, which betrayed 
him, answered and said, Is it I, l<abbi? He saith unto him, Thou hast said. And 
as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and ulessed, and brake it; and he gave to 
the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took a cup, and gave 27 
thanks, and gave to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is shed for many unto remission of sins. But I say unto you, I 
will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father's kingdom. 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the mount of Olives. 
Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended in me this night: for it is 31 

written, I will smite eh~ shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
4N l~l 
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32 But after I am raised up, I will go before you into Galilee. But Peter answered and 
The Arrest said unto him, If all shall be offended in thee, I will never be of
on Olivet fended. Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, that this night, 

before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter saith unto him 
Even if I must die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all th~ 
disciples. 

36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto 
his disciples, Sit ye here, while I go yonder and pray. And he took with him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and sore troubled. Then 
saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: abide ye here, 
and watch with me. And he went forward a little, and fell on his face, and prayed, 
saying, 0 my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass away from me: nevertheless, 

40 not as I will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them 
sleeping, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak. Again a second time he went away, and prayed, saying, 0 my Fatr.er, 
if this cannot pass away, except I drink it, thy will be done. And he came again 

Hand found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. And he left them again, and 
went away, and prayed a third time, saying again the same words. Then cometh 
he to the disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, 
the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed unto the hands of sinners. Arise, 
let us be going: behold, he is at hand that betrayeth me. 

47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great 
multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that 
is he: take him. And straightway he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, Rabbi; and 
kissed him. And Jesus said unto him, Friend, do that for which thou art come. 

51Then they came and laid hands on Jesus, and took him. And behold, one of them 
that were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and smote the 
servant of the high priest, and struck off his ear. Then saith Jesus unto him, Pul 
up again thy sword into its place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword. Or thinkest thou that I cannot beseech my Father, and he shall even 

5{ now send me more than twelve legions of angels? How then should the scriptures 
be fulfilled, that thus it must be? In that hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye 
come out as against a robber with swords and staves to seize me? I sat daily in 
the temple teaching, and ye took me not. But all this is come to pass, that the 
scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples left him, and 
fled. 

57 And they that had taken Jesus led him away to the house of Caiaphas the high 
priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered together. But Peter followed 

. him afar off, unto the court of the high priest, and entered in, and sat 
!ft~:~:f.!~~- with t_he officers, to see _the end. _Now the chief priests a?d the wholP 
Caiaphas council sought false witness agamst Jesus, that they might put lnm 

to death; and they found it not, though many false witnesses came. But 
afterward came two, and said, This man said, I am able to destroy the temple of G?d, 

62 and to build it in three days. And the high priest stood up, and said unto him, 
Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? . J:lul 
Jesus held his peace. And the high priest said unto him, I adjure thee by tl~e livmg 
God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto 
him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Henceforth ye shall see the Son 
of man sitting at the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds of heaven. 

65Then the high priest rent his garments, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy: what 
further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have .heard the blasphemy: 
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what think ye? They answered and said, He is worthy of death. Then did they 
spit in his face and buffet him: and some smote him with the palms of their hands, 
saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ: who is he that struck thee? 

Now Peter was sitting without in the court: and a maid came unto him, saying, 69 
Thou also wast with Jesus the Galil:can. But he denied before them all, saying, 
I know not what thou sayest. And when he was gone out into the porch, another 
maid saw him, and saith unto them that were there, This man also was with Jesus 
the Nazarene. :\nd again he denied with an oath, I know not the man. And 73 
after a little while they that stood by came and said to Peter, Of a truth thou also 
art m.e of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. Then began he to curse and to 
swear, I know not the man .. And straightway the cock crew. And Peter re;nem
bered the word which Jesus had said, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

Now when morning was come, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 27 
took counsel against Jesus lo put him to death: and they bound him, and led him 
away, and deli\-ercd him up lo Pilate the governor. 

Then Judas, which betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented 3 
himself, and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 
saying, I ha\'e sinned in that I betrayed innocent blood. But they said, What is 
that to us? see thou to it. And he cast down the pieces of silver into the sanctuary, 
and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. And the chief priests took 
the pieces of sih·er, and said, It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it 
is the price of blood. And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's 7 
field, to bury strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto 
this day. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, say
ing, Aud they look the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was priced, whom 
cat.1i11 of the children of Israel did price; and they gave them for the potter's field, as 
the Lord appoiutcd me. 

Now Jesus stood before the governor: and the g01·ernor asked him, saying, Art n 
thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. And when he 
was accused by the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then Th T . 

1 saith Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness bef~rerP~late 
against thee? And he gave him no answer, not eYen to one word: 
insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. Now at the feast the governor was 15 
wont lo release unto the multitude one prisoner, whom they would. And they 
had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. \Vhen therefore they were gathered 
together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barab
bas, or Jesus which is called Christ? For he knew that for envy they had delivered 
him up. And while he was sitting on the judgement-scat, his wife sent unto him. 19 
saying, l la,·c thou nothing to do with that righteous man: for I have suffered many 
things this clay in a dream because of him. Now the chief priests and the ciders 
persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. 
But tl1e go\'ernor answered and said unto them, Whether of the t•ain will ye that 21 

I release unto you? And they said, Barabbas. Pilate saith unto them, What then 
shall I do unto Jesus which is called Christ? They all sav, Let him lie crucified. 
And he said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out exceedingly, saying, 
Let him be crucified. So when Pilate saw that he prevailed nnthin)!;, but rather 2~ 
that a tumult was arising, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, 
saying, I am innocent of the blood of this righteous man: see ye to it. And all 
the people answered and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. Then 
released he unto them Barabbas: but Jesus he scourged and delivered to be 
crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the palace, and gathered unto 21 
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28 him the whole band. And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And 
they plaited a crown of thorns and put it upon his head and a reed 

~~i~~ruci- in his right hand; and they kneeled down before him 'and mocked 
him, saying, H<1;il, King of the Jews! And they spat upon him, and 

took the reed and smote h1ra on the head. And when they had mocked him 
they took off from him the robe, and put on him his garments, and led him away 
to crucify him. 

3~ And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they 
compelled to go with them, that he might bear his cross. And when they were come 
unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, The place of a skull, they gave him wine 
to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted it, he would not drink. And 
when they had crucified him, they parted his garmerits among them, casting lots: 

37 and they sat and watched him there. And they set up over his head his accusation 
written: 

m:u is is .ii rs us 
m:IJr i!ting of tbr .ilrllls 

38Then are there crucified with him two robbers, one on the right hand, and one on 
the left. And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, 
Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself: if thou 
art the Son of God, come down from the cross. In like manner also the chief priests 

42 mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot 
save. He is the King of Israel; let him now come down· from the cross, and we will 
believe on him. He trusteth on God; let him deliver him now, if he desireth him: 
for he said, I am the Son of God. And the robbers also that were crucified with him 
cast upon him the same reproach. 

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 
hour. And about the ninth h:iur Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Di, 
lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? And 
some of them that stood there, when they heard it, said, This man calleth Elijah. 
And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and 

49 put it on a recd, and gave him to drink. And the rest said, Let be; let us see whether 
Elijah cometh to save him. And Jesus cried again with a loud voice, and yielded 
up his spirit. And behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom; and the earth did quake; and the rocks were rent; and the tombs 
were opened; and many bodies of the saints that had fallen asleep were raised; 
and corning forth out of the tombs after his resurrection they entered into the holy 

54 city and appeared unto many. Now the centurion, and they that were with him 
watching Jesus, when they saw the earthquake, and the things that were done, 
feared exceedingly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. And many women \\·ere 
there beholding from afar, which had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto 
him: among wh""1 was Mary '.'vlagdalene, and l\lary the mother of James and Joses, 
and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

57 And when even was come, there came a rich man from A>imathrea, named Joseph, 
who also himself was Jesus' disciple: this man went to Pilate, and asked for the 
Th B . 

1 
body of Jesus. Then Pilale commanded it to be given up. And Joseph 

e uria took the body, and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his 
own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to 
the door of the tomb, and departed. And- !vlary Magdalene was there, and the 
other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre. 

62 Now on the morrow, which is the day after the Preparation, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees were gathered together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember 
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that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I rise again. Com- 64 
mand therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest haply his 
disciples come and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the 
dead: and the last error will be worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, 
Ye have a guard: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made 
the sepulchre sure, scaling the stone, the guard being with them. 

Now late on the sabbath day, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the 28 
week, came :Mary ~!agdalene and the other J\Iary to see the sepulchre. And be
hold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended 
ir?m hca,·en, and came. and_ rolled aw'.1-y tl:e stone, _and sat upon it. ;e~~io!eS:;.i 
His appearance was as hghlnmg, and his raiment while as snow: and Ascension 
for fear of him the watchers did quake, and became as dead men. And 
ihe angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which hath been crucified. He is not here; for he is risen, even as he said. 6 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples, He 
is risen from the <lead; and lo, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye 
see him: lo, I haw told you. And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great jm-, and ran to bring his disciples word. And behold, Jesus met them, 9 
saying, All hail. And they came and took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 
Then saith Jesus unto them, Fear not: go tell my brethren that they depart into 
Galilee, and there shall they see me. 

Xow while they were going, behold, some of the guard came into the city, and 11 

told unto the chief priests all the things that were come to pass. And when they 
were asscmhk<l with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money 
unto the ,;oldicr:;, saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away 
while "·c ,lcpt. And if this come to the governor's cars, we will persuade him, and 14 
rid you of care. So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this 
saying was >prcad abroad among the Jews, and continucth until this day. 

But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, unto the mountain where Jesus had 
appointed them. And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 
And Jc"1.' came to them and spake unto them, saying: All authority hath been given 18 
unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and Jo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 

1285 



The Gospel o.f St. Mark 
l THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD 

2 Even as it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

3 

Behold, I send my messenger be/ore thy face, who shall prepare thy way,· 

The i•oice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 
Make his paths straight; 

4 J0hn came, who baptized in the wilderness and preached the baptism of repentance 
unto remission of sins. An<l there went out unto him all the country of Juda-!a, 
and all they of Jerusalem; and they were baptized of him in the river Jordan, con
fessing their sins. And John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leathern 

7 girdle about his loins, and did eat locusts and wild honey. And he preached, say
ing, There cometh after me he that is mightier than I, the latchet of whose shoes I 
am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I baptized you with water; but he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 

9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John in the Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens rent asunder, and the Spirit as a dove descending upon him: 
and a voice came out of the heavens, Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well 
pleased. 

r2 And straightway the Spirit driveth him forth into the wilderness. And he was 
·in the wilderness forty days tempted of Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
and the angels ministered unto him. 

* r4 Now after that John was delivered. up, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe in the gospel. 

r6 And passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother 
of Simon casting a net in the sea: for they were fishers. And Jesus said unto them, 
Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men. And straightway 
they left the nets, and followed him. And going on a little further, he saw James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending the 
nets. And straightway he called them:· and they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired servants, and went after him. 

2 r And they gc. into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered 
into the synagogue and taught. And they were astonished at his teaching: for he 
taught them as having authority, and not as the scribes. And straightway there was 
in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, saying, What 
have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? 

25 I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, 
Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And the unclean spirit, tearing him and 
crying with a loud voice, came out of him. And they were all amazed, insomuch 
that they questioned among themselves, saying, What is this? a new teaching! 
with authority he commandeth even the unclean spirits, and they obey him. And 
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the report of him went out straightway everywhere into all the region of Galilee 
round about. 

And straightway, when they were come out of the synagogue, they came into 29 
the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon's wife's mother 
lay sick of a fe,·er; and straightway they tell him of her: and he came and took 
her by the hand, and raised her up; and the fe,·er left her, and she ministered unto 
them. 

And at eYen, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were sick, 32 
and them that were possessed with deYils. And all the city was gathered ·together 
at the door. And he healed many that were sick with divers diseases, and cast out 
many de:'ls: and he suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him . 

. t\nd in the morning, a great while before day, he rose up and went out, and 35 
departed into a desert place, and there prayed. And Simon and they that were 
with him followed after him; and they found him, and say unto him, All are seek
ing thee. And he saith unto them, Let us go elsewhere into the next towns, that 
I may preach there also; for to this end came I forth. And he went into their syna- 39 
gogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out devils. 

* And there cometh to him a leper, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, 40 
and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And being moved 
with compassion, he stretched forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, 
I will; be thou made clean. And straightway the leprosy departed from him, and 
he was made clean. And he sternly charged him, and straightway sent him ,out, 43 
and saith unto him, See thou say nothing to ai:iy man: hut go thy way, shew thyself 
to the priest, and oiler for thy cleansing the things which \loses commanded, for 
a testimony unto them. But he went out, and began lo publish it much, and to 
spread abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into a 
city, hut was without in desert places: and they came to him from every quarter. 

And when he entered again into Capernaum after some days, it was noised that 2 
he was in the house. And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer 
room for them, no, not nen about the door: and he spake the word unto them. 
And they come, bringing unto him a man sick of the palsy, borne of four. And 
when they could not come nigh unto him for the crowd, they uncovered the roof 
where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed whereon 
the sick of the palsy lay. And Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick of the 5 
palsy, Son, thy sins are forgi,·en. But there were certain of the scrib~s silting there, 
and reasoning in their hearts, \Vhy doth this man thus speak? he blasphemcth: 
who can forgil"e sins but one, even God? And straightway Jesus, perceiving in 
his spirit tha1. they so reasoned within themselves, saith unto them, Why reason ye 
these things in your hearts? Whether is easier, to say lo the sick of the palsy, Thy 
sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? But that ye 10 

may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins (he saith lo the 
sick of the palsy), I say unto thee, Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thy house. 
And he arose, and straightway took up the bed, and went forth before them all; 
insomuch that they were all amazed. and glorified God, saying, We never saw it 
on this fashion. · 

* Ami he went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto 13 
him, and he taught them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alph<eus 
sitting at the place of toll, and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose and 
followed him. And it came to pass, that he was sitting at meat in his house, and 
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many publicans and sinners sat down with Jesus and his disciples: for there were 
16 many, and '.hey f~llowed h.im. And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that 

he was. eatmg ~1th the. smners a~d publicans, said unto his disciples, He eateth 
and drmketh with publicans and smners. And when Jesus heard it, he saith unto 
them: They that are whole have no need of a physician, but they that are sick: I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners. 

18 An~ John's disciples, an~ t~e Pharisees w.cr~ fasting: and they come and say 
u?t~ him, Why do Johns d1sc1pl.es and the d1snples of the Pharisees fast, but thy 
d1sc1ple.s fast nol? And Jesus said unto them: Can the sons of the bride-chamber 
fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they have the bridegroom with 
them, they cannot fast. But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken 

21 away from them, and then will they fast in that day. No man seweth a piece of 
undressed cloth on an old ga.rn:ient: else that which should fill it up taketh from it, 
the new from the old, and a worse rent is made. And no man putteth new wine 
into old wine-skins: else the wine will burst the skins, and the wine perisheth and 
the skins: but they put new wine into fresh wine-skins. ' 

* 23 And it came to pass, that he was going on the sabbath day through the corn-
fields; and his disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. And the 
Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is not 
lawful? And he said unto them: Did ye never read what David did, when he had 

26 need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him? How he entered into 
the house of God when Abiathar was high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which 
it is not lawful to eat save for the priests, and gave also to them that were with him? 
And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath: 
so that the Son of man is lord even of the sabbath. 

3 And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which 
had his hand withered. And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the 
sabbath day; that they might accuse him. And he saith unto the man that had 
his hand withered, Stand forth. And he saith unto them, Is it lawful on the sabbath 
day to do good, or to do harm? to save a life, or to kill? But they held their peace. 

5 And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved at the hard
ening of their heart, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he stretched 
it forth: and his hand was restored. And the Pharisees went out, and straightway 
with the Herodians took counsel against him, how they might destroy him. 

* 7 And Jesus with his disciples withdrew to the sea: and a great multitude from 
Galilee followed: and from Judrea, and from Jerusalem, and from Idum:ea, and 
beyond Jordan, and about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, hearing what great 
chings he did, came unto him. And he spake to his disciples, that a little boat should 

10 wait on him because of the crowd, lest they should throng him: for he had healed 
many; insomuch that as many as had plagues pressed upon him that they might 
touch him. And the unclean spirits, whensoever they beheld him, fell down before 
him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. And he charged them much that 

13 they should not make him known. And he goelh up into the mountain, and calleth 
unto him whom he himself would: and they went unto him. And he appointed 
twelve, that they might be with him, and that he might send them forlh to preach, 
and to have authority to cast out devils: and S_imon he surnamed Peter; and James 
the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; and them he surnamed Boanergcs, 

18 which is, Sons of thunder: and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, 
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anrl Thomas, and James the son of Alph<eus, and Thadd<eus, and Simon the Cana
n:ean; and Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him. 

* Anrl he cometh into a house. And the .multitude cometh together again, so that 20 

they could not :;o much as eat bread. And when his friends heard it, they went 
out Lt> Jay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himseli. And the scribes which 
came rlL>~rn irom Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub; and, By the prince of the 
de\"ib ca>teth he out the deYils. And he called them unto him, and said unto them 
in parables: How can Satan cast out Satan? And if a kingdom be divided against 24 
itseH, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house be divided against itself, that 
house will not be able to stand. And if Satan hath risen up against himself, and is 
divided, he cannot stand. but hath an end. But no one can enter into the house of 
the strong man. and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man; and then 
he will spoil his house. Verily I say unto you, All their sins shall be forgiven unto 28 

the sons of men, and their blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 
but whosoever shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit hath never forgiveness, but 
is guilty of an eternal sin: because they said, He h::ith an unclean spirit . 

. \nd there come his mother and his brethren; and, standing without, they sent 31 
unt'' him, calling him. .\nd a multiturle \\·as sitting ahout him; and they say unto 
him, Behold, tin· mother and thv brethren without seek for thee. And he answcr
cth them, and saith, \\"ho is my.mother and my brethren' And looking round on 
them which sat r<1und about him, he saith, Behold, my mother and my brethren! 
For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. 35 

* And again he began to teach by the sea side. And there isgathered unto him a4 
wry great multitude, so that he entered into a boat, and sat in the sea; and all the 
multiLude were hy Lhc sea nn the land. And he taught Lhcm many things in parables, 
and said unto them in his teaching, Hearken: Behold, the sower went forth to sow: 
and it came to pass, as he sowed, some seed fell by the way side, and the birds came 
and devoured it. And other fell on the rocky ground, where it.had not much earth; 5 
and straightway it sprang up, because it had no deepness of earth: and when the sun 
was risen, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. And other 
fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 
And others fell into the good ground, and yielded fruit, growing up and increasing; 
and brought forth. thirtyfold, and sixtyfold, and a hundredfold. And he said, Who 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

:\nd when he wa-; alone, they that were about him with the tweh·e asked of him ro 
the parahk·,;. :\nrl he said unto them: Unto you is given the mystery of the king
dom of God: but unto them that are without, all things are done in parables: that 
seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not under
stand; lest haply they should tum again, and it should be forgiven them. And Jw 13 
.-aith unto them: Know ye not this parable? and how shall ye know all the parables> 
The sower soweth the word. And these are they by the way side, where the word 
is sown; and when they have heard, straightway cometh Satan, and taketh away 
the word which hath been sown in them. And these in like manner are they that i6 
are sown upon the rocky.places, who, when they have heard the word, straightway 
receive it with joy; and they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; 
then, when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, straightway they 
stumble. And others are they that are sown among the thorns; these are they 18 
that have heard the word, and the cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 
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and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruit
ful. And those are they that were sown upon the good ground; such as hear the 
word, and accept it, and bear fruit, thirtyfold, and sixtyfold, and a hundredfold. 

21 And he said unto them: Is the lamp brought to be put under the bushel, or under 
the bed, and not to be put on the stand? For there is nothing hid, save that it should 
be manifested; neither was anything made secret, but that it should come to light. 

24 If any man hath ears to hear, let him hear. And he said unto them Take heed 
what ye hear: with what measure ye mete it shall be measured unto yo~: and more 
shall be given unto you. For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath 
not, from him shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

~6 And he said: So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should ca~t seed upon the 
earth; and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should spring up and 
grow, he knoweth not how. The earth beareth fruit of herself· first the blade 
then the ear, then the full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is' ripe, straightway 
he putteth forth the sickle, because the harvest is come. 

30 And he said: How· shall we liken the kingdom of God? or in what parable shall 
we set it forth? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown upon the 
earth, though it be less than all the seeds that are upon the earth, yet when it is sown, 
grnweth up, and becometh greater than all the herbs, and putteth out great branches; 
so that the birds of the heaven can lodge under the shadow thereof. 

33 And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were able 
to hear it: and without a parable spake he not unto them: but privately to his own 
disciples he expounded all things. 

* 35 And on that day, when even was come, he saith unto them, Let us go over unto 
the other side. And leaving the multitude, they take him with them, even as he 
was, in the boat. And other boats were with him. And there ariseth a great storm 
of wind, and the waves beat into the boat, insomuch that the boat was now filling. 
And he himself was in the stern, asleep on the cushion: and they awake him, and 

39 say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he awoke, and rebuked 
the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there 
was a great calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye fearful? have ye not yet 
faith? And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, Who then is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey him? 

5 And they came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes. 
And when he was come out of the boat, straightway there met him out of the tombs 
a man with an unclean spirit, who had his dwelling in the tombs: and no man could 
any more bind him, no, not with a chain; because that he had been often bound 
with fetters and chains, and the chains had been rent asunder by him, and the fetters 

s broken in pieces: and no man had strength to tame him. And always, night and 
day, in the tombs and in the mountains, he was crying out, and cutting himself with 
stones. And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshipped him; and cry
ing out with a loud voice, he saith, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
the Most High God? I adjure thee by God, torment me not. For he said unto him, 

9Come forth, thou unclean spirit, out of the man. And he asked him, What is thy 
name? And he saith unto him, My name is Legion; for we are many. And he 
besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country. Now 
there was there on the mountain side a great herd of swin.e feeding. And they be-

,3 sought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them. And he 
gave them leave. And the unclean spirits came out, and entered into the swine: 
and the herd rushed down the steep into the sea, in number about two thousand; 
and they were choked in the sea. And they that fed them fled, and told it in the 
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cit)·, and in the country. And they came to see what it was that had come to pass. 
And they come to Jesus, and behold him that was possessed with devils sitting, 1s 
clothed and in his right mind, even him that had the legion: and they were afraid. 
:\nd they that saw it declared unto them how it befell him that was possessed with 
<lHils, and concerning the swine. And they began to beseech him lo depart from 
their borders. .\ml as he was entering into the boat, he that had been possessed 
with devils besought him that he might be with him. And he suffered him not, 19 

but saith unto him, Go to thy house unto thy friends, and tell them how great things 
the Lord hath <lone for thee, and how he had mercy on thee. And he went his way, 
and bc!(an to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all 
men did mar\'el. 

.\nd when Jesus had crossed over again in the boat unto the other side, a great 21 

multitude w;;s gathered unto him: and he was by the sea. And there cometh one 
of the rulers of the synagc•gue, Jairus by name; and seeing him, he falleth at his 
fe~t, and beseccheth him much, saying, l\Iy little daughter is at the point of death: 
I pray thee, that thou come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be made whole, 
and liw. :\nd he went with him; and a great multitude followed him, and they 
thronged him . 

. \nd a woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, and had suffered many 25 
things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, 
but rather grew worse, having heard the things concerning Jesus, came in the crowd 
behind, and touched his garment. For she said, If I touch but his garments, I shall 
be made whole. .\nd straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and 
'' "· felt in her body that she was healed of her plague. And straightway Jesus, 3o 
pcTcci,·ing in himself that the power proceedin!!: from him had gone forth, turned 
him about in the crowd, and said, \Vho touched my garments? And his disciples 
<aid nnlo him, Thou sccst the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who 
touched me> :\nd he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. But 33 
the woman fearing and trembling, knowir.g what had been done to her, came and 
fell down before him, and told him all the truth. And he said unto her, Daughter, 
t!1y faith hath ma<le thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague. 

\Yhile he yet spake, they come from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying, 35 
Thy rlaughter i:; dead: why troublcst thou the :\laster any further? But Jesus, not 
heeding the word spoken, saith unto the ruler of the synagoh'Uc, Fear not, only be
lic,·e. .-\nd he suITered no man to follow with him, save Peter, and James, <ii:d 
John the brother of James. :\nd they come to the house of the ruler of the syna-
g· 1gue; and he beholdeth a tumult, and many weeping and wailin!!: greatly. And 39 
''hen he was entered in, he saith unto them, Why make ye a tumult, and weep? 
the child is not dead, hut sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. But he, hav
ing put them all forth, taketh the father of the child and her mother and them that 
were with him, and goeth in where the child was. And taking the child by the hand, 
he saith unto her, Talitha rumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto 
thee, Arise. And straightway the damsel rose up, and walked; for she was twelve 42 
years old. And they were amazed straightway with :i great amazement. And he 
charged them much that no man should know this: and he commanded that some
thing should be given her to eat. 

* And he went out from thence; and he cometh into his own country; and hi3 6 
disciples follow him. And when the sabbath was come, he began to teach in the 
synagogue: and many hearing him were astonished, saying, Whence hath this man 
these things? and, What is the wisdom that is given unto this man, and what mean 
such mighty works wrought by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of 3 
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~ary, and brother of James, and Joses, an<l Judas, and Simon? and arc not his 
4 sisters here with us? And they were offended in him. And Jesus said unto them 

A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and among his own kin' 
and in his own hous_e. And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid hi~ 
hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. And he marvelled because of their 
unbelief. 

* And he went round about the villages teaching. 
7 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and 

tw:c; and he gave them authority over the unclean spirits; and he charged them 
that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; no bread, no 
wallet, no money in their purse; but to go shod with sandals: an<l, said he, put not 

10 on two coats. And he said unto them, Wheresoever ye enter into a house, there 
abide till ye depart thence. And whatsoever place shall not receive you, and they 
hear you not, as ye go forth thence, .shake off the dust that is under your feet for a 
testimony unto them. And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 
And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and 
healed them. 

14 And king Herod heard thereof; for his name had become known: and he said, 
John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and tlierefore do these powers work in him. 
But others said, It is Elijah. And others said, It is a prophet, even as one of the 
prophets. But Herod, when he heard thereof, said, John, whom I beheaded, he is 

17 risen. For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him 
in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip"s wife: for he had married her. 
For John said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife. And 
Herodias set herself against him, and desired to kill him; and she could not; for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous man and a holy, and kept him 
safe. And when he heard f1im, he was much perplexed; and he heard him gladly. 

21 And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper 
lo his lords, and the high captains, and the chief men of Galilee; and when the 
daughter of Herodias herself came in and danced, she pleased Herod and them that 
sat at meat with him; and the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever 
thou wilt, and I will give it thee. And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt 

24 ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom. And she went out, and 
said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The head of John the Bap
tist. And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, 
I will that thou forthwith give me in a charger the head of John the Baptist. And 
the king was exceeding sorry; but for the sake of his oaths, and of them that sat 

27 at meat, he would not reject her. And straightway the king sent forth a soldier 
of his guard, and commanded lo bring his head: and he went and beheaded him in 
the prison, and brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel; and the 
damsel gave it to her mother. And when his disciples heard thereof, they came and 
took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

30 And the apostles gather themselves together unto Jesus; and they told him all 
things, whatsoever they had done, and whatsoever they had taught. And he saith 
unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while. For there 
were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. And they 
went away in the boat to a desert place aoart. And the people saw them going, and 
many knew them, and they ran there together on foot from all the cities, and out went 

34 them. And he came forth and saw a great multitude, and he had compassion on them, 
because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them ma!'y 
things. And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, 
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The pince is desert, and the day is now far spent: send them away, that they may go 36 
into the country and \~llages round about, and buy themselves somewhat to eat. But 
he answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall 
we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat? And he 
saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, they 
say, Five, and two fishes. And he commanded them that all should sit down by 
companies upon the green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by 4o 
fiftie,. And he took the ti.\·e loaves and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he 
blc:;sed, and brake the loaves; and he ga,·e to the disciples to set before them; and the 
•wo fishes divided he among them all. And they did all eat, and were filled. And 
they took up broken pieces, twelve basketfuls, and also of the fishes. J.nd they that 
ale the loaw' "·ere ti1·e thousand men . 

. .\nd straightway he constrained his disciples to enter into the boat, and to gc before 45 
him unto the other side to Bethsaida, while he himself sendeth the multitude away. 
And after he had taken leave of them, he departed into the mountain to pray. And 
when even was come, the boat was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land. 
And seeing them distressed in rowing, for the wind was contrary unto them, about the 
fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking on the sea; and he would have 
passed by them: bt1l they, when they saw him walking on the sea, supposed that it 49 
was an apparition, and cried out: for they all saw him, and were troubled. But he 
straightway spake with them, and saith to them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not 
afraid. And he went up unto them into the boat; and the wind ceased. And they 
were sore amazed in themselves; for they understood not concerning the loaves, but 
their heart was hardened. · 

. .\nd when they had crossed o\·er, they came to the land unto Gennesaret, and 53 
moored to the shore. And when they were come out of the boat, straighlway the 
people knew him, and ran round about that whole region, and began to carry about on 
their beds those that were sick, where they heard he was. And wheresoever he entered, 
into villages, or into cities, or into the country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, 
and besought him that they might touch 'if it were but the border of his garment: and 
as many as touched him were made whole. 

* And Lhere are gathered together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, 7 
which had come from Jerusalem, and had seen that some of his disciples ate their 
bread wilh defiled 1 hands. And the Pharisees and the scribes ask him, Why walk 
not thy di:iciplcs according to the Tradition of the Elders, bul cat their bread with 
deliled han<b' And he said unto them: Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, 6 
as it is written: This people honouretlt me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me. But in °"ain do they worship me, teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men. 
Ye leave the commandment of God, and hold fast the tradition of men. And he said 
unto them, Full well do ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your 
tradition. For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, He that speaketh 10 

evil of father or mother, let him die the death: but ye say, If a man shall say to his 
father or his mother, That wherewith thou mightest have been profited by me is Corban, 
(that is to say, Given to God,) ye no longer suffer him to do aught for his father or 
his mother; making void the word of God by your tradition, which ye have delivered: 
and many such like things ye do. And he called to him the multitude again, and said 14 

1 That is, unwashen. For the Pharist·es, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands dili
Rently, C'at not, holding the Tradition of the EldC'rs. An when they come from the marketplace, 
except they wash themselves, they cat not. And many other things there Le, which they have 
received to hold, washings of cups, and pots, and l.Jrascn vessels. 
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unto them, Hear me all of you, and understand: there is nothing from without the 
man, that going into him can defile him: but the things which proceed out of the 

17 man are those that defile the man. And when he was entered into the house from ~he 
multitude, his disciples asked of him the parable. And he saith unto them: Are 
ye so without understanding also? Perceive ye not, that whatsoever from without 
goeth into the man, it cannot defile him; because it goeth not into his heart, but 
into his belly, and goeth out into the draught? This he said, making all meats clean. 

20 And he said: That which proceedeth out of the man, that defileth the man. For 
from within, out of the heart of men, evil thoughts proceed, fornications, thefts, 
murders, adulteries, covetings, wickednesses, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, railing, 
pride, foolishness: all these evil things proceed from within, and defile the man. 

* 
24 And from thence he arose, and went away into the borders of Tyre and Sidon. 

And he entered into a house, and would have no man know it: and he could not be hid. 
But straightway a woman, whose little daughter had an unclean spirit, having heard 
of him, came and fell down at his feet. Now the woman was a Greek, a Syrophrrni· 
cian by race. And she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her 

27 daughter. And he said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to 
take the children's bread and cast it to the dogs. But she answered and saith unto him, 
Yea, Lord: even the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs. And he 
said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the de\·il is gone out of thy daughter. And 
she went away unto her house, and found the child laid upon the bed, and the devil 
gone out. · 

* 31 And again he went out from the borders of Tyre, and came through Sidon unto the 
sea of Galilee, through the midst of the borders of Decapolis. And they bring unto 
him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech him 
to lay his hand upon him. And he took him aside from the multitude privately, and 
put his fingers into his ears, and he spat, and touched his tongue; and looking up to 

35 heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephpltatha, that is, Be opened. And his ears 
were opened, and the bond of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain. And he 
charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so much 
the more a great deal they published it. And they were beyond measure astonished, 
saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh even the deaf lo hear, and the dumb 
to speak. 

* 8 In those days, when there was again a great multitude, and
0

they had nothing to eat, 
he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, I have compassion on the multi
tude, because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and 
if I send them away fasting to their home, they will faint in the way; and some of them 

4 are come from far. And his disciples answered him, Whence shall one be able to fill 
these men with bread here in a desert place? And he asked them, How many 
loaves have ye? And they said, Seven. And he commandeth the multitude to sit 
down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he brake, 
and gave to his disciples, to set before them; and they set them before the multitude. 

7 And they had a few small fishes: and having blessed them, he commanded to set these 
also before them. And they did eat, and were filled: and they took up, of broken 
pieces thut remained over, seven baskets. And they were about four thousand: and 
he sent them away. And straightway he entered into the boat with his disciples, and 
came into the parts of Dalmanutha. 
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And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a 11 

sign from heal'en, tempting him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit, an~ saith, ~'hy 
doth this generation seek a sign? l'erily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given 
unto this generation. And he left them, and again entering into the boat departed to 
the other side. 

And they forgot to take bread; and they had not in the boat with them more than r~ 
one iciaf. And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. And they reasoned one with another, saying, 
'.\"e han· 1n bread. And Jesus perceiving it saith unto them, Why reason ye, because 
ve have no bread? do ye not yet perceive, neither understand? have ye your hearthard
med? Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remem
ber? When I brake the five loaves among the five thousand, how many baskets 19 
full of broken pieces took ye up? They say unlo him, Twelve. And when the seven 
among the four thousand, how many basketfuls of broken pieces took ye up? And 
they say unto him, Seven. And he said unto them, Do ye not yet understand? 

* And they come unto Ilethsairla. And they bring to him a blind man, and beseech 22 

him to touch hin~. And he took hold of the blind man by the hand, and brought him 
out of the l'illage; and when he had spit on his eyes, and laid his hands upon him, 
he asked him, Sees! thou aught> And he looked up, anrl said, I see men; for I be
hold them as tree,;, walking. Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he 25 
looked stcdia.<tly, and was restored, and saw all things clearly. And he sent him 
away to his home, saying, Do not e\·en enter into the village. 

* And Jesus \l'ent forth, and his disciples, into the Yillages ofC;esarea Philippi: and 27 
in the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Who do men say that I am? 
And they told him, saying, John the Baptist: and others, Elijah; but others, One of 
the prophets. ..\nd he asked them, But who say ye that I am> Peter answereth 
and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. And he charged them that they should tell 
no man of him. And he hcgan to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many 31 
things, and be rejected by the ciders, and the chief priests, and the scrihes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. And he spake the saying openly. And Peter 
took him, anrl began to rebuke him. But he turning about, and seeing his disciples, 
rebuked Peter, anrl saith, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou mindest not the thing,; 
of God, ln1L the things of men. And he called unto him the multitude with his di,;- 34 
ciples, and sairl unto them: If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever would save his life shall lose 
it; and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's shall save it. For 
what doth it profit a man, to gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? For what 37 

should a man give in exchange for his life? For whosoever shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of man also shall 
be ashamed of him, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
And he said unto tlwm, Verily I say unto you, There be some here of them that stand 9 
by, which shall in no wise taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God come with 
power. 

And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and bringeth 2 

them up into a high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before 
them: and his garments became glistering, exceeding white· so as no fuller on earth 
can _whiLe_n them. Ami there appeared unto them Elijah wi'th Moses: and they were 
talkmg with Jesus. And Peter answereth and saith to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us 5 
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to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, 
6 and one for Elijah. For he wist not what to answer; for they became sore afraid. 

And there came a cloud overshadowing them: and there came a voice out of the cloud, 
This is my beloved Son: hear ye him. And suddenly looking round about, they saw 
no one any more, save Jesus only with themselves. And as they wer~ coming down 
from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they 

ro had seen, save when the Son of man should have risen again from the dead. And 
they kept the saying, questioning among themselves what the rising again from the 
dead should mean. And they asked him, saying, The scribes say that Elijah must 
first come. And he said unto them: Elijah indeed cometh first, and restoreth all 
things: and how is it written of the Son of man, that he should suffer many things 
and be set at nought? But I say unto you, that Elijah is come, and they have also 
done unto him whatsoever they listed, even as it is written of him. . 

14 And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great multitude about them, and 
scribes questioning with them. And straightway all the multitude, when they saw 
him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. And he asked them, 
What question ye with them? And one of the multitude answered him, ".\laster, I 
brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; and wheresoever it taketh him, 
it dasheth him down; and he foameth, and grindeth his teeth, and pineth away: 
and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast it out; and they were not able. 

19 And he answereth them and saith, 0 faithless generation, how long shall I be with 
you? how long shall I bear with you? bring him unto me. And they brought him 
unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him grievously; and he 
fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. And he asked his father, How long 
time is it since this hath come unto him? And he said, From a child. And oft
times it hath cast him both into the fire and into the waters, to destroy him: but if 

23 thou canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us. And Jesus said unto him, 
If thou canst! All things are possible to him that believeth. Straightway the father 
of the child cried out, and said, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. And when Jesus 
saw that a multitude came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying 
unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I command thee, come out of him, and enter no 
more into him. And having cried out, and torn him much, he came out: and the 
child became as one dead; insomuch that the more part said, He is dead. But Jesus 

28 took him by the hand, and raised him up, and he arose. And when he was come 
into the house, his disciples asked him privately, saying, We could not cast it out. 
And he said unto them, This kind can come out by nothing, save by prayer. 

* 30 And they went forth from thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not 
that any man should know it. For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The 
Son of man is delivered up into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and when 
he is killed, after three days he shall rise again. But they understood not the saying, 
and were afraid to ask him. 

33 And they came to Capernaum: and when he was in the house he asked them, 
What were ye reasoning in the way? But they held their peace: for they had dis
puted one with another in the way, who was the greatest. And he sat down, and 
called the twelve; and he saith unto them, If any man would be first, he shall be last 
of all, and minister of all. And he took a little child, and set him in the midst of them: 
and taking him in his arms, he said unto them, Whosoever shall receive one of such 
little children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever receiveth me, receiveth not 
me, but him that sent me. 

38 John said unto him, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name: and wt 
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forbade him, hecau'e he followed not us. But Jesus said, Forbid him not. For 39 
there is no man which shall do a mighty work in my name, and be able quickly to 
speak evil of me. For he that is not against us is for us. For whosoever shall give 
you a cup of water to drink, because ye are Christ's, verily I say unto you, he shall 
in no wise lose his reward. And whosoever shall cause one of these little ones that 42 
believe on me to stumble, it were better for him if a great millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. And if thy hand cause thee to stumble, 
cut it off: it is good for thee to enter into life maimed, rather than having thy two 
hands to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire. And if thy foot cause thee to 45 
stumble, cut it off: it is good for thee to enter into life halt, rather than having thy 
two feet to be cast into hell. And if thine eye cause thee to stumble, cast it out: it 
is good for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell; where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
For every one shall be salted with fire. Salt is good: but if the salt have lost its 49 
saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace one 
with another. 

* :\nd he arose from thence, and cometh into the borders of Judrea and beyond 10 
Jordan: and multitudes come together unto him again; and, as he was wont, he 
taught them again. :\nd there came unto him Pharisees, and asked him, Is it lawful 
for a man to put a"·ay his wife> tempting him. And he answered and said unto 
them, \\"hat rlid '.\fo,cs command you? And they said, '.\foses suffered to write a bill 
of di1-.1rccmcnt, anrl t<> put her away. But Jesus said unto them, For your hardnesss 
of heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of the creation, 
'Male and female made he them.' For this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the twain shall become one flesh: so that 
they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder. Ancl in the house the disciples asked him again of this 10 

matter. And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry 
another, committeth adultery against her: and if she herself shall put away her 
husband, and marry another, she com..mitteth adultery. 

* And they brought unto him little children, that he should touch them: and the 13 
disciples rcbukeci them. But when Jesus saw it, he was moved with indignation, 
and said un10 them, Suffer the little children to come unto me; forbid them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not re
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall in no wise enter therein. And he 
look them in his arms, and blessed them, laying his hands upon them. 

* And as he was going forth into the way, there ran one to him, and kneeled to him, 17 
and asked him, Good '.\laster, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? And 
Jesus sai<l unto him, Why callest thou me f!:OOd? none is f!:ood save one, even God. 
Thou knowest the commandments, Do not kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not slt'al, 
Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honour thy father and mother. And he 
sairl unto him, :\laster, all these things have I observed from my youth. And Jesus 21 

lookinf!: upon him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackcst: go, sell 
whats->e,·cr thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come, follow me. But his countenance fell at the saying, and he went away 
sorrowful: for he was one that had great possessions. And Jesus looked round 23 
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about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into 
2 4 the kingdom of God! And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus an

swereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in 
riches to enter into the kingdom of God ! It is easier for a camel to go through a 
needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. And they were 
astonished exceedingly, saying unto him, Then who can be saved? Jesus looking upon 
them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for all things are possible 
with God. Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 

09 Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or mother, or father, or children, or lands, for my sake, and for the gospel's 
sake, but he shall receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and 
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world 
to come eternal life. But many that are first shall be last; and the last first. 

* 
32 And they were in the way, going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus was going before 

them: and they were amazed; and they that followed were afraid. And he took 
again the twelve, and began lo tell them the things that were to happen unto him, 
saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto 
the chief priests and the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall 
deliver him unto the Gentiles: and they ~hall mock him, and shall spit upon him, and 
shall scourge him, and shall kill him; and after three days he shall rise again. 

35 And there come near unto him James and John, the sons of Zebedee, saying unto 
him, ·Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall ask of thcl". 
And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? And they said unto 
him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and one on thy left hand, 

38 in thy glory. But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to 
drink the cup that I drink? or to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with? And they said unto him, We are able. And Jesus said unto them; The cup 
that I drink ye shall drink; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye 
be baptized: but to sit on my right hand or on my left hand is not mine to gin·: 

41 but it is for them for whom it hath been prepared. And when the ten heard it, tlwy 
began Lo be moved with indignation concerning James and John. And Jesus call1·d 
them to him, and saith unto them: Ye know that they which are accounted to rule 
over the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great ones exercise authority over them. 

43 But it is not so among you: but whosoever would become great among you, shall be 
your minister: and whosoever would be first among you, shall be servant of all. 
For verily the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many. 

* 46 And they come lo Jericho: and as he went out from Jericho, with his discipks 
and a great multitude, the son of Tim:I!us, Bartimreus, a blind beggar, was siLtin,l'. 
by the way side. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry 
out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. And many rebuked him. 
that he should hold his peace: but he cried out the more a great deal, Thou son of 

49 David, have mercy on me. And Jesus stood still, and said, Call ye him. And they 
call the blind man, saying unto him, Be of ~ood cheer: rise, he calleth thee. And he, 
casting away his garment, sprang up, and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered him, 
and said, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? And the blind man said unto 

52 him, Rabboni, that I may receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; 
thy faith hath made thee whole. And straightway he received his sight, and followed 
him in the way. 
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* And when they draw nigh unto Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the l.1 
mount of Olives, he sendeth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go your way 
into the \'illage that is over against you: and straightway as ye enter into it, ye shall 
find a colt lied, whereon no man ever yet sat; loose him, and bring him. And if 
any one say unto you, Why do ye this? say ye, The Lord hath need of him; and 
straightway he will send him back hither. And they went away, and found a colt 
tied at the door without in the open street; and they loose him. And certain of them s 
that stood there said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt? An<l they said unto 
them even as Jesus had said: and they let them go. And they bring the colt unto 
Jesus, an<l cast on him their garments; and he sat upon him. And many spread 
their garments upon the way; and others branches, which they had cut from the 
fields. And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, ' Hosanna ' -
' Blesse<l is he that cometh in the name of the Lord' - 'Blessed is the kingdom lhal 10 

cometh, the kingdom of our father David ' - ' Hosanna in the highest.' 

* And he entered into Jerusalem, into the temple; and when he ha<l looked round II 
about upon all things, .it being now eventide, he went out unto Bethany with the 
twelrc. · 

And on the morrow, when they were come out from Bethany, he hungere<l. And 12 

seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find anything thereon: 
and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for it was not the season of 
figs. And he answcrc<l and said unto it, No man eat fruit from thee hcnceforwar<l 
for ewr. And his disciples heard it. 

:\nd they come to Jerusalem: and he entered into the temple, an<l began lo cas: 15 
out them that sold an<l thcm that bought in the temple, an<l overthrew the tables of 
the money-changers, an<l the seats of them that sold the dm·es; and he would not 
suITer that any man should carry a vessel through the temple. :\nd he taught, and 
said unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
the nations, but ye have made it a den of robbers. And the chief pries!s and lhe i8 

scribes heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they karcd him, for 
all the multitude was astonished at his teaching. 

And every erening he went forth out of the city. 
And as they passed by in the morning, they saw Lhe fig tree withered away from 20 

the roots. And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Rabbi, behold, the fig 
tree which thou cursedst is withered away. And Jesus answering saith unto them: 
Have faith in God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, 
Be thou taken up and cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall 
believe that what he saith cometh to pass; he shall have it. Therefore I say unto 2 4 
you, All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, believe that ye have received them, 
and ye shall have them. And whensoever ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught 
against any one; that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses. 

* And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there 27 

come lo hirn the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders; and they said unto him, 
By what authority doest thou these thing,? or who gave thee this authority to do 
these things, And Jesus said unto them, I will ask of you one question, and answer 
me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, 30 
was it from heaven, or from men? answer me. And they reasoned with themselves, 
saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not believe him' 
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But should we say, From men - they feared the people: for all verily held John to 
be a prophet. And they answered Jesus and say, We know not. And Jesus saith 

12 unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things. And he began to 
speak unto them in parables. A man planted a vineyard, and set a hedge about it, 
and digged a pit for the winepress, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, 
and went into another country. And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a 
servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the fruits of the vineyard. 

3 And they took him, and beat him, and sent him away empty. And again he sent 
unto them another servant; and him they wounded in the head, and handled shame
fully. And he sent another; and him they killed: and many others; beating some, 
and killing some. He had yet one, a beloved son: he sent him last unto them, say
ing, They will reverence my son. But those husbandmen said among themselves, 

B This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours. An~ they 
took him, and killed him, and cast him forth out of the vineyard. What therefore 
will the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will 
give the vineyard unto others. Have ye not read even this scripture: 

The stone which the builders rejected, 
The same was made the head of the corner: 
This was from the Lord, 
And it is marvellous in our eyes? 

12 And they sought to lay hold on him; and they feared the multitude; for they 
perceived that he spake the parable against thern: and they left him, and went away. 

* 13 And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, that they 
might catch him in talk. And when they were come, they say unto him, ~laslcr, 
we know that thou art true, and carest not for any one: for thou rcgardest not the 
person of men, but of a truth teachest the 'my of God: Is it lawful to giYc tribute unto 
Cresar, or not? Shall we give, or shall we not gi,·c? But he, knowing their hypo 

I6 crisy, said unto them, Why tempt ye me? bring me a penny, that I may sec it. J\nrl 
they brought it. And he saith unto them, \\'hose is this image and superscription' 
And they said unto him, Cresar's. And Jesus said unto them, Render unto Cresar 
the things that are Cresar's, and unto God the things that are God's. J\nd they mar
velled greatly at him. 

18 J\nd there come unto him Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection; 
and they asked him, saying, ~faster, l\Ioses \\Tote unto us, If a man's brother die, and 
leave a wife behind him, and leave no child, that his brother shoulcl Lake his wife, 
and raise up seed unto his brother. There were se\'en brethren: ancl the first took a 
wife, and dying left no seed; and the second took her, and died, lcaYing no seed 

22 behind him; and the third likewise: and the seven left no seed. Last of all the woman 
also died. In the resurrection whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had 
her to wife. Jesus said unto them: Is it not for this cause that ye err, that ye 
know not the scriptures, nor the power of God? For when they shall rise from the 
dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but ·are as angels in heaven 

?6 But as touching the dead, that they are raised; have ye not read in the book of Moses, 
in the place concerning the Bush, how God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living: ye do greatly err. 

28 And one of the scribes came, and heard them questioning together, and knowing 
that he had answered them well, asked him, What commandment is the first of all, 
Jesus answered, The first is, Hear, 0 Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is one: and 
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thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength. The second is this, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 31 
bour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. And the 
scribe "1id untn him, Of a truth, l\laster, thou hast well said lhat I-le is one; and there 
is none other but Ile: and to lol'e Him with all the heart, and with all the under
standing, and with all the strength, and to lol'e his neighbour as himself, is much 
more than all whole lrnrnt o!Terings and sacrifices. A~d when Jesus saw that he 34 
answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. 
,\nd no man after that durst ask him any question. 

And Jesus answered and said, as he taught in the temple: How say the scribes 
that the Christ is the son of David? David himself said in the Holy Spirit, 36 

The Lord said unto -my Lord, 
Sit thou on my rif(lit hand, 
Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet. 

David himself calleth him· Lord; and whence is he his son? And the common people 
heard him ,;:ladh-. 

And in his tL;aching he said: Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long 3a 
robes. and to have salutations in the marketplaces, and chief seats in the synagogues, 
and chief places at feasts: they which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence 
make long prayers; these shall receive greater condemnation. 

* And he sat down o\·cr against the treasury, and beheld how the multitude cast 41 
monc\' into thl' treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And there came a 
poor .,,·idnw, and she rnst in two mites, which make a farthing. And he called unto 
him his disciple>, and ,;aid unto them, Verily I say unto you, This poor widow cast in 
more than all thC'y which arc casting into the treasury: for they all did cast in of their H 

superfluity; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, el'cn all her li\'ing. 

* And as he went forth out of the temple, one or his disciples saith unto him, Master, 13 
liC"hold, what manner of stones and what manner of buildings! And Jesus said unto 
him, Scest thou these great huildings? there shall not he le fl here one stone upon 
another, which shall not be thrown down . 

. .\nd <1' hl' sat on the mount or Olives o\'er against the temple, Peter and James 3 
and John and :\ndrew asked him privately, Tell us, when shall these things be? 
and what 'hall be the sign when these things arc all ahout to be accomplished? 
And Jesus lir!!an lo sav unto them: 

Take heed that no man lead you astray. Many shall come in my name, saying, 
I am he; and shall lead many astray. And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours 7 
of wars, be not troubled: these things must needs come to pass; but the end is not 
yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: there 
shall be earthquakes in divers places; there shall be famines: these things are the 
beginning of travail. But take ye heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up 
to councils; and in synagogues shall ye be beaten; and before governors and kings 
shall ye stand for my sake, for a testimony unto them. And the gospel must first 10 

be preached unto a.II the nations. And when they lead you to judgement, and deliver 
you up, be not anxious beforehand what ye shall speak: but whatsoever shall be 
given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 
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12 And brother shall deliver up brother to death, and the father his child; and children 
shall rise up against parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be 
hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end, the same shall 
be saved. 

q But when ye see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not 
(let him that readeth understand), then let them that are in Judrea flee unto the 
mountains: and let him that is on the housetop not go down, nor enter in, to take 
anything out of his house: and let him that is in the field not return back ':o take his 
cloke. But woe unto them that are with child and to them that give sue>; in those 

rS days! And pray ye that it be not in the winter. For those days shall be tribulation, 
such as there hath not been the like from the beginning of the creation which God 
created until now, and never shall be. And except the Lord had shortened the days, 
no flesh would have been saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he chose, he shortened 

21 the days. And then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is the Christ; or, Lo, 
there; believe it not: for there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall 
shew signs and wonders, that they may lead astray, if possible, the elect. But take 
ye hF.ed: behold, I have told you all things beforehand. 

2~ But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall be falling from heaven, and the powers 
that are in the heavens shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then shall he send forth the 
angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the uttermost 
part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven. 

~s Now from the fig tree learn her parable: when her branch is now become tender, 
and putteth forth its leaves, ye know that the summer is nigh; even so ye also, when 
ye see these things co.ning to pass, know ye that he is nigh, even at the doors. Verily 
I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, until all these things be accom
plished. Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. But 
of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not even the angels in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father. 

3.l Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. It is as when 
a man, sojourning in another country, having left his house, and given authority 
to his servants, to each one his work, commanded also the porter to watch. Watch 
therefore: for ye know not when the lord of the house cometh, whether at even, or 
at midnight, or at cockcrowing, or in the morning; lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 

* 14 Now after two days was the feast of the Passover and the unleavened bread: and 
the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take him with subtilty, and 
kill him: for they said, Not during the feast, lest haply there shall be a tumult of the 
people. 

3 And while he was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat 
lhere came a woman having an alabaster cruse of ointment of spikenard very cost!) 
and she brake the cruse, and poured it over his head. But there were some that ~a<l 
indignation among themselves, saying, To what purpose hath this waste of the omt-

5 ment bern made? For this ointment might have been sold for above three hundr.ed 
pence, and given to the poor. And they murmured against her. But Jesus said, 
Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me. For ye 
have the poor always with you, and whensoever ye will ye can do them good: but 

a me ye have not always. She hath done what she could: she hath anointed my body 
aforehand for the burying. And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever the gospel shall 
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he preached throughout the whole world, that also which this woman hath done shall 
he spoken of for a memorial ol her . 

.-\nd Judas Iscariot, he that was one of the twelve, went away unto the chief ro 
priests, that he might dcli,·er him unto them. And they, when they heard it, were 
glad, and promised lo gi"e him money. And he sought how he might conveniently 
deJi,·er him unto them. 

* . .\nd on the first day of unleavened bread, when they sacrificed the Passover, his 12 

disciples say unto him, Where wilt tho1.1 that we go and make ready thr '.thou mayest 
eat the Passon·r? And he sendeth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go into 
the citv, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him; and 
wheresoewr he shall enter in, say to the goodman of the house, The '.\Tasler saith, 
\\'here is my guest-chamber, where I shall eat the Passo,·er with my disciples> And 15 
he wi;i himself shew you a laq~e upper room furnished and ready: and there make 
ready for us. ..\nd the disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he 
had said unto thcTl): and they made ready the Passover. 

And when it was e\'ening he cometh with the twelve. And as they sat and were 17 

eating, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, One of you shall betray me, ewn he that 
cateth with me. They began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one, Is it 
I) . .\nd he said unto them, It is one of the twel\'e, he that dippeth with me in the 
dish. for the Son of man goeth, e\'Cn as it is written of him: but woe unto that man 
throu.~h whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had not 
been born. 

And as they were eating, he took bread, and when he had blessed, he brake it, 22 

and gaw to them, and said, Take ye: this is my body. And he took a cup, and when 
he had gi\'en thanks, he gave to them: and they all drank of it. And he said unto 
them, This is my bloorl of the covenant, which is shed for many. Verily I say unto 
you, I will no more drink of the fruit of the vine, until that daywhen I drink it new 
in the kingdom of God. 

* And when they had sung a hymn, they went out unto the mount of Olives. 26 
And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended: for it is written, I will smite 

the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered abroad. Howbeit, after I am raised 
up, 1 will go before you into Galilee. But Peter said unto him, Althou~h all shall 
be offended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, that 30 
thou to-day, e,·en this night, before the cock crow twice, shalt deny me thrice. But 
he spake exceeding vehemently, If I must die.with thee, I will not deny thee. And 
in like manner also said they all. 

And they come unto a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith unto 32 

his disciples, Sil ye here, while I pray. And he taketh with him Peter and James and 
John, and be~an to be greatly amazed, and sore troubled. And he saith unto them, 
~ly soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death: abide ye here, and watch. And he 
went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
hour might pass away from him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things arc possible 3·i 
unto thee; remove this cup from me: howbeit not what I will, but what thou wilt. 
And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest 
thou? couldest thou not watch one hour? Walch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. And again he went 
away, and prayed, saying the same words. And again he came, and found them 40 

sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they wist not what to answer him. 
And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your 
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rest: it is enough; the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. Arise, let us be going: behold, he that betrayeth me is at 
hand. 

43 And straightway, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with 
him a multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and the scribes and 
the elders. Now he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever 
I shall kiss, that is he; take him, and lead him away safely. And when he was comej 
straightway he came to him, and saith, Rabbi; and kissed him. And they lai< 

47 hands on him, and took him. But a certain one of them that stood by drew his 
sword, and smote the servant of the high priest, and struck off his ear. And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, Are ye come out, as against a robber, with swords and 
staves to seize me? I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: 
but this is done that the scriptures might be fulfilled. And they all left him, and fled. 

51 And a certain young man followed with him, having a linen cloth cast about him, 
over his naked body: and they lay hold on him; but he left the linen cloth, and fled 
naked. 

And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and there come together with him 
s-1 all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes. And Peter had followed him afar 

oil, even within, into the court of the high priest; and he was sitting with the officers, 
and warming himself in the light of the fire. Now the chief priests and the whoic 
council sought witness against Jesus to put him to death; and found it not. For 

57 many bare false witness against him, and their witness agreed not together. Anrl 
there stood up certain, and bare false witness against him, saying, We heard him 
say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build 
another made without hands. And not even so did their witness agree together. 
And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest thou 

61 nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? Ilut he held his peace, and 
answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and saith unto him, Art thou 
the Christ, the Son of the Illessed? And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son 
of man sitting at the right hand of power, and coming with the clouds of heaven. 

63 And the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What further need have we of wit
nesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all condemnl'd 
him to be worthy of death. And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, 
and to buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the officers received him with 
blows of their hands. 

66 And as Peter was beneath in the court, there cometh one of the maids of the high 
priest; and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and saith, Thou 
also wast with the Nazarene, even Jesus. But he denied, saying, I neither know, 
nor understand what thou sayest: all.ji he went out into the porch; and the cock 
crew. And the maid saw him, and began again to say to them that stood by, This is one 

70 of them. But he again denied it. And after a little while again they that stood 
by said to Peter, Of a truth thou art one of them; for th0u art a Galil:can. But he 
began to curse and to swear, I know not this man of whom ye speak. And straight 
way the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word, how thal 
Jesus said unto him, Ilefore the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And 
when he thought thereon, he wept. 

* 15 And straightway in the morning the chief priests with the elders and scribes, anti 
the whole council, held a consultation, and bound Jesus, and carried him away, a1HI 
delivered him up to Pilate. And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews~ 
And he answering saith unto him, Thou sayest. And the chief priests accused .him 

4 of many things. And Pilate again asked him, saying, Answerest thou nothmg r 
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behold how many things they accuse thee of. But Jesus no more answered anything; 
insomuch that Pilate manelled. 

Now at the feast he used to release unto them one prisoner, whom they asked of 6 
him. And there was one called Barabbas, lying bound with them that had made 
insurrection, men who in the insurrection had committed murder. And the multi
tude went up and began to ask him to do as he was wont to do unto them. And Pilate 
answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you the King of the Jews? For 
he perceived that for em·y the chief priests had delivered him up. But the chief n 
priests stirred up the multitude, that he should rather release Barabbas unto them. 
And Pilate again answered and said unto them, What then shall I do unto him whom 
ye call the King of the Jews? And they cried out again, Crucify him. And Pilate 
said unto them, Why,. what evil hath he done? But they cried out exceedingly, 
Crucify him. And Pilate, wishing to content the multitude, released unto them 15 
Barabbas, and dclil'ered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified. 

* And the soldiers led him away within the court, which is the Pra!torium; and they 16 
call together the whole band. And they clothe him with purple, and plaiting a crown 
of thorns, they put it on him; and they be)!an to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! 
And they smote his head with a reed, and did spit upon him, and bowing their knees 
worshipped him. And when they had mocked him, they took off from him the 
purple, and put on him his garments. And they lead him out to crucify him. 

And they compel one passing by, Simon of Cyrene, cominl( from the country, the 21 

father of Alexander and Rufus, to go with them, that he might bear his cross. And 
tlwy bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The place of a 
skull. .-\nd they offered him wine mingled with myrrh: but he recei\·ed it not. 
And they crucify him, and part his garments among them, casting lots upon them, 24 
what each should take. And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. And the 
superscription of his accusation was written over: 

~!Jr !ting of t~r Jrms 

And with him they crucify two robbers; one on his right hand, and one on his left. 27 

And they that passed by raile<l on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ha! thou 
that rlcstroyc't the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself, and come down 
from the cross. In like manner also the chief priests mocking him among themselves 
with the scribes said, He saved others; himself he cannot save. Let the Christ, the 
King of Israel, now come down from the cross, that we may see and believe. And 
they that were crucified with him reproached him. 

And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the whole land until 33 
the ninth hour. And at the ninth hom Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabad1thani? which is, being interpreted, 1\Iy God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me' And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth 
E.lijah. Anrl one ran, and filling a sponge full of vinegar, put it on a reed, and gave 36 
him lo drink, saying, Let be; let us see whether Elijah cometh to take him down. 
:\nd Jesus uttered a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. And the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. And when the centurion, which stood 
by O\'cr against him, saw that he so ga,·e up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was 
the Son of God. And there were also women beholding from afar: among whom 40 
"·ere both ~fary ~Iagdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, 
and Salome; who, when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered unto him; 
and many other women which came up with him unto Jerusalem. 
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* 42 And when even was now come, because it was the Preparation,' there came 
Joseph of Arimathrea, a councillor of honourable estate, who also himself was looking 
for the kingdom of God; and he boldly went in unto Pilate, and asked for the body 
of Jesus. And Pilate marl'elled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead. And when he learned 

46 it of the centurion, he granted the corpse to Joseph. And he bought a linen cloth, 
and taking him down, wound him in the linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb which 
had been hewn out of a rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 
And Mary Ylagdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid. 

* 16 And when the sabbath was past, l\fary :Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, bought spices, that they might come and anoint him. And very 
early on the first day of the week, they come to the tomb when the sun was risen. 
And they were saying among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from thl' 
door of the tomb? and looking up, they see that the stone is rolled back: for it was 

s exceeding great. And entering into the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the 
right side, arrayed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he saith unto them, 
Be not amazed: ye seek Jesus, the Nazarene, which hath been crucified: he is risen, 
he is not here: behold, the place where they laid him! But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter, He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unl<i 

a you. And they went out, and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment 
had come upon th~m: and they said nothing to any one; for they were afraid. 

APPENDIX 

9 Now when he was risen early on the first day of the week, he appeared first tn 
Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven devils. She w~nt and told them 
that had been with him, as they mourned and wept. And they, when they heard 
that he was alive, and had been seen of her, disbelieved. 

12 And after these things he was manifested in another form unto two of them, as 
they walked, on their way into the country. And they went away, and told it unto 
the rest: neither believed they them. 

14 And afterward he was manifested unto the eleven themselves as they sat at meat; 
and he upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they be
lieved not them which had seen him after he was risen. And he said unto them: 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that be
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelievetll shall be condemned. 

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe: in my name shall they cast out devils; 
they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall in no wise hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and 
they shall recover. 

19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken unto them, was received up into 
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs that 
followed. '!mrn. 

1 That is, the day before the sabbath. 
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iii. Parable of the Vine: Relation of the Disciples to their Master 
to the Fatber 

iu. Jesus' Prayer to the Father for the Disciples 

IV 

THE PASSION AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

i. The Arrest. and Witness before the High Priest and Pilate 

ii. The Crucifixion 

iii. The Resurrection Signs 

EPILOGUE 

A PERSONAL REMINISCENCE 



PROLOGUE 

JESUS, SON OF GOD, REVEALER OF THE FATHER 

I 

IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD: 1 
AND TIIE Woan wAs WITH Goo: 
AND THE WoRD WAS Goo. 

Th~ same was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, 2 

and without him was not anything made. That which hath been made was life in 
him; and the life wa' the light of men. And the light shineth in the darkness; and 
the darkness owrcame it not. 

There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for 6 
witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that all might believe through him. 
He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness of the light. There was 
the true light, e'-cn the light which lighteth every man, coming into the world. 

He was in the "·orld, and the world was made through him, and the world knew ro 
him not. He came unto his own, and they that were his own received him not. 
But as many as rccei,·ed him, to them gave he the right to become children of 
God, e\·cn to them that believe on his name: which were begotten, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

II 

AND THE \VORD BECAME FLESH, 
AND DWELT AMONG US, 

(and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father), 

FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH. 

John bcarelh witness of him, and crieth, saying: This was he of whom I said, He rs 
that cometh after me is become before me: for he was before me. 

For of his fulness we all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given 
through ~foscs; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

III 

No MAN HATH SEEN Goo AT ANY TIME: rB 
THE O!'LY llEGOTTEN SON WHICH IS IN THE ll0$0M OF THE FATHER, 
HE HATII DECLARED HW. 
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I 

EARLIER SIGNS AND WITNESS OF JESUS 

i. Witness of John and Other Disciples 

r9 And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent unto him from Jerusalem 
priests and Levites to ask him, Who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; 
and he confessed, ' I am not the Christ.' And they asked him 'What then? Art 
thou Elijah?' And he saith, ' I am not.' 'Art thou the prophet?' And he an
swered, 'No.' They said therefore unto him, ' Who art thou? that we may give an 

23 answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?' He said, 'I am the 
voi~e of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said 
Isaiah the prophet.' And they had been sent from the Pha1isees. And they askC'rl 
him, and said unto him, ' Why then baptizest thou, if thou art not the Christ, neither 

26 Elijah, neither the prophet?' John answered them, saying, 'I baptize with water: 
in the midst of you standeth one whom ye know not, even he that cometh after me, 
the latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to· unloose.' These things were done in 
Bethany beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing: On the morrow he seeth Jesus 
coming unto him, and saith, ' Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 

3oof the world! This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is become 
before me: for he was before me. And I knew him not; but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, for this cause came I baptizing with water.' And John bare wit· 
ness, saying, ' I have beheld !ht: Spirit descendin11: as a dove out of heaven; and ii 

33 abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with waler, 
he said unto me, Upon whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and abiding 
upon him, the same is he that baplizeth with the Holy Spirit. And I have seen, and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God.' 

35 Again on the morrow John was standing, and two of Q.is disciples; and he looked 
upon Jesus as he walked, and saith, 'Behold, the Lamb of God l' And the two di.'· 
ciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. And Jesus turned, and behe!tl 
them following, and saith unto them, "What seek ye?" And they said unto him, 

39' Rabbi' (which is to say, being interpreted, Master), 'where abides! thou?' He 
saith unto them, "Come, and ye shall see.'' They came therefore and saw where he 
abode; and they abode with him that day: it was about the tenth hour. One of 
the two that heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 

4r He findeth first his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, 'We haYe found tlw 
.1\Iessiah' (which is, being interpreted, Christ). He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus 
tooked upon him, and said, "Thou art Simon the son of John: thou shalt be called 
Cephas" (which is by interpretation, Peter). 

43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth into Galilee, and he findeth Philip: 
and Jesus saith unto him, " Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the 
city of Andrew and Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, '\Ve haH' 
found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus 'lf Nazareth .. 
the son of Joseph.' And Nathanael said unto him, 'Can any good thing come out 0 1 

47 Nazareth?' Philip saith .unto him, 'Come and see.' Jesus saw Nathanael cominl-( 
to him, and saith of him, " Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" 
Nathanael saith unto him, 'Whence knowest thou me?' Jesus answerf'd and said 
unto him, "Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee." 
Nathanael answered him, ' Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art King of Israel.' 

50 Jesus answered and said unto him, "Because I said unto thee, I saw thee underneath 
the fig tree, believes! thou? thou shalt see greater thihgs than these.'' And he saith 
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unto him, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye shall see the heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man." 

ii. The First Sign in Cana of Galilee 

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of 2 
Jesus was there: mid Jesus also was bidden, and his disciples, to the marriage. And 
when the wine failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, 'They have no wine.' And 
Jesus saith unto her, " Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet 
come.'' His mother saith unto the servants, ' Whatsoever he saith unto you, d;:, it.' s 
:-.low there were six waterpots of stone set there after the Jews' manner of purifying, 
containing two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, " Fill the waterpots 
with water." And they filled them up lo the brim. And he saith unto them, "Draw 
out now, and bear unto the ruler of the feast." And they bare it. And when the 9 
ruler of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and knew not whence it was 
(but the servants which had drawn the water knew), the ruler of the feast calleth the 
bridegroom, and saith unto him, 'Every man setteth on first the good wine; and 
when men have drunk freely, then that which is worse: thou hast kept the good 
wine until now.' 

This beginning of his signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; rr 
and his disciples believed on him. 

iii. The Witness in the Temple 

After this he went d,iwn to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and 12 

his disciples: and there they abode not many days. 
And the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

:\nd he found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and tht: changers 
of money sitting: and he made a scourge of cords, and cast all out of the temple, both 
1 he sheep and the oxen; and he poured out the changers' money, and overthrew their 
tables; and to them that sold the doves )le said, "Take these things hence; make 16 
not my Father's house a house of merchandise." His disciples remembered that it 
was written, The zeal of thine house shall eat me up. The Jews therefore answered 
and said unto him, 'What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these 
things'' Jesus answered and said unto them, "Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up." The Jews therefore said,' Forty and six years was this lcmple 
in building, and wilt thou raise it up in three days? ' But he spake of the tcmjile of 21 

his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that 
he spake this; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 

iv. The Witness lo Nicodemus 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passo\·er, <luring the feast, many believed 23 
on his name, beholding his signs which he <lid. But Jesus did not trust himself unto 
them, for that he knew all men, and bec'.ause he ncede<l not that any one should bear 
witness concerning man; for he himself knew what was in man. 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 3 
the same came unto him by night, and said to him, 

' Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these signs that thou doest, except God be with him.' 

Jesus answered and said unto him, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 3 
man be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
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Nicodemus saith unto him, ' How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter 
a second time into his mother's womb, and be born?' 

5 Jesus answered, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of waler 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is 11esh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I 
said unto thee, Ye must be born anew. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thon 
hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit." 

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, ' How can these things be? ' 
Jesus answered and said unto him, "Art thou the teacher of Israel, and under

ctandest not these things? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do 
know, and bear witness of that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. If I 
told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you hea,·enly 

13 things? And no man hath ascended into heaven, but he that descended out uf 
heaven, even the Son of man, which is in heaven. And as l\Ioses lifted ·up the ser
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever 
believeth may in him have eternal life." 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him sh.ould not perish, but have eternal life. For God sent not the Son 
into the world to judge the world; but that the world should be saved through him. 
He that believeth on him is not judged: he that believeth not hath been judged alreacl1-, 

19 because he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God. And 
this is the judgement, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the dark
ness rather than the light; for their works were evil. For every one that doeth ill 
hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works should be repro,·ed. 

21 But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his works may be made manifest, 
that they have been wrought in God. 

v. The Second Witness of John 

:12 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judrea: anrl 
there he tarried with them, and baptized. And John also was baptizing in JEnon 
near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were bap
tized. For John was not yet cast into prison. There arose therefore a questioning 

26 on the part of John's disciples with a Jew about purifying. And they came unto 
John, and said to him, ' Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom 
thou hast borne witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.' 
John answered and said, ' A man can receive nothing, except it have been given him 

28 from heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but, 
that I am sent before him. He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend 
of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of 
the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but 
I must decrease.' 

31 He that cometh from above is above all~ he that is of the earth is of the earth, 
and of the earth he speaketh: he that cometh from heaven is above al~. Wh::t 
he hath seen and heard, of that he beareth witness; and no man rece1veth "" 
witness. He that hath received his witness hath set his seal to this, that God is true. 
For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for he giveth not the Spirit 

35 by measure. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 
He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. 
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vi. Tlte Witness to the Samaritans 

When therefore the Lord knew how that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 4 
making and baptizing more disciples than John (although Jesus himself baptized 
not, but his disciples), he left Judrea, and departed again into Galilee. And he 
must needs pass through Samaria. So he cometh to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, 
near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph: and Jacob's well 6 
was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus by the well. 
It was about the sixth hour. There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: 
Jesus saith univ her, "Give me to drink." For his disciples were gone away into 
the city to buy food. 

The Samaritan woman therefore saith unto him, ' How is it that thou, being a 9 
Jew, nskest drink of me, which am a Samaritan woman?'* 

Jesus answered and said unto her, " If thou knewest the gift of God, and who 
it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he 
\rnuld have gi1·en thee li1·ing water." 

The woman saith unto him, ' Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well II 
is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water? Art thou greater than 
our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his sons, 
and his cattle? ' 

Jesus answered and said unto her, "Every one that drinketh of this water shall 13 
thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water spring
ing up unto eternal life." 

The woman saith unto him, ' Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither 
come all the way hither to draw.' 

Jesus saith unto her, "Go, call thy husband, and come hither." 
The woman answered and said unto him, ' I have no husband.' 
Jesus saith unto her, "Thou saidst well, I have no husband: for thou hast had 

five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: this hast thou said 
truly." 

16 

The woman saith unto him, ' Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers 19 
worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men 
ought to worship.' 

Jesus saith unto her, "\Voman, believe me, the hour cometh, when neither in 
this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father. Ye worship that 
which ye know not: we worship that which we know: for salvation is from the 
Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 23 

the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. 
God is spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 

The woman saith unto him, ' I know that Messiah cometh ' (which is called 
Christ): 'when he is come, he will declare unto us all things.' 

Jesus saith unto her, "I that speak unto thee am he." 26 

. And upon this came his disciples; .and they marvelled that he was speaking 
with a woman; yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why speakest thou with 
her? So the woman left her waterpot, and went away into the city, and saith to 
the men, 'Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: can this be 
the Christ?' They went out of the city, and were coming to him. 

In the m~an whHe the disciples prayed him, saying, 'Rabbi, eat.' 
But he said unto them, " I have meat to eat that ye know not." 

"'For Jews have no dealings with Samaritan.. 
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33 The disciples therefore said one to another, 'Hath any man brought him aught 
to eat?' 

Jesus saith unto them, "My meat is lo do the will of him that sent me, and lo 
accomplish his work. Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh the 
harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, that they 

36 are while already unto harvest. He that reapeth rcceiveth wages, and gatherclh 
fruit unto life eternal; that he that soweth and he lhat reapeth may rejoice togethn 
I•or herein is the saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to 
reap that whereon ye have not laboured: others have laboured, and ye are entered 
inio their labour." 

And from that city many of the Samaritans believed on him because of the word 
40 of the woman, who testified, He told me all things that ever I did. So when the 

Samaritans came unto him, they besought him to abide with them: and he abode 
there two days. And many more believed because of his word; and they said lo 
the woman, 'Now we believe, not because of thy speaking: for we have heard for 
ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world.' 

vii. The Second Sign in Cana of Galilee 

43 And a[ter lhe two days he went forth from thence into Galilee. For Jesus him-
self testified, that a prophet hath no honour in his own country. So when he came 
into Galilee, the Galilreans received him, having seen all the things thal he did in 
Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto the feast. 

46 He came therefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine 
And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. 'Yhen he 
heard that Jesus was come out of Judrea into G<1lilee, he went unto him, and be
sought him that he would come down, and heal his son; for he was at the point o[ 
death. Jesus therefore said unto him, "Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will 

49 in no wise believe." The nobleman saith unto him, 'Sir, come down ere my child 
die.' Jesus saith unto him, "Go thy way; thy son liveth." The man believed thL" 
word that Jesus spake unto him, and he went his way. And as he was now going 
down, his servants met him, saying that his son lived. So he inquired of them the 
hour when he began to amend. They said therefore unto him, Yesterday at the 

53 seventh hour the fever left him. So the father knew that it was at that hour in 
which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole 
house. This is again the second sign that Jesus did, having come out of Jud<m 
into Galilee. 

II 

SIGNS AND WITNESS TO THE JEWS 

i. Sign at the Pool of Bethesda, and Discourse arising therefrom 

5 After these things there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up lo Jeru-
salem. 

Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in I-Iebn·w 
Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a multitude of them that were sick, 
blind, halt, withered. And a certain man was there, which had been thirty and 
eight years in his infirmity. · 

6 When Jesus saw him lying, and knew that he had been now a long time in that 
case, he saith unto him, "Wouldest thou be made whole?" 
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The sick man answered him, 'Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, 7 
to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another stcppeth down before me.' 

Jesus saith unto him, "Arise, take up thy bed, and walk." And straightway 
the man was made whole, and took up his bed and walked. 

Now it was the sabbath on that day. So the Jews said unto him that was cured, 
' It is the sabbath, and it is not lawful for thee to take up thy bed.' 

But he answered them, 'He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take u 
up Lhy bed, and walk.' 

They asked him, 'Who is the man that said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and 
walk?' 

But he that \\'as healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself 
away, a multitude being in the place. Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, 14 
and said unto him, "Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing 
befall thee." The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus which had 
made him whole. 

And for this cause did the Jews persecute Jesus, because he did these things on 
the sabbath. ' 

But Jesus answered them, "~Iy Father worketh even until now, and I work." 17 
For this cause therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not 

only brake the sabbath, but also called God his own Father, making himself equal 
with God. 

Jesus therefore answered and said unto them: 19 
"\'erily, \'erily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he 

seeth the Father doing: for what things soever he doeth, these the Son also doeth in 
like manner. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that him
self doeth: and greater works than these will he shew him, that ye may marvel. 
For as Lhe Father raiseth the dead and quickeneth them, even so the Son also quick- 21 

eneth whom he will. For neither doth the Father judge any man, but he hath given 
all judgement unto the Son; that all may honour the Son, e\·en as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which sent him. 
Verily, \'erily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth him that 24 

sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into judgement, but hath passed out of 
death into life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and Lhey that hear shall live. For 
as the Father hath life in himself, even so gave he to the Son also to have life in him
self: and he gave him authority to execute judgement, because he is the Son of man. 27 
~Iarwl not al this: for the hour cometh, in which all that are in the Lombs shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done ill, unto the resurrection of judgement. 

"I can of myself do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgement is righteous; 3c 
because I seek not mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. If I bear witness 
of myself, my witness is not true. It is another that beareth witness of me; and 
I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. Ye have sent unto John, 
and he hath borne witness unto the truth. But the witness which I recci,·e is not 
from ma~: howbeit 1 say these things, that ye may be saved. He was the lamp that 35 
burneth and shincth: and ye were willing to rejoi'ce for a season in his light. But 
the witness which I have is greater than that of John: for the works which the Father 
hath 1,>iven me to accomplish, the very works that I do, bear wilness of me, that the 
Father hath sent me. And the Father which sent me, he hath borne witness of me. 
Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his form. And ye have not 3s 
his word abiding in you: for whom he sent, him ye believe not. Ye search the 
scriptures, because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and these are they 
which bear witness of me; and ye will not come to me, that ye may have life. I 
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42 receive not glory from men. But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in 
yourselves. I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will receiYe. How can ye believe, which receive 
glory one of another, and the glory that cometh from the only God ye seek not? 
Think not that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even 

46Moses, on whom ye have set your hope. For if ye believed Moses, ye would believe 
me; for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe 
my words?" 

ii. Sign of the Loaves and Fishes, and Disputation arising therefrom 

6 After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the sea of Galilee, whiri 
is the sea of Tiberias. And a great mullitude followed him, because they behel<l 
the signs which he did on them that were sick. And Jesus went up into the moun
tain, and there he sat with bis disciples. Now the Passowr, the feast of the Jews, 

s was at hand. Jesus therefore lifting up bis eyes, and seeing that a !(Teat multitude 
cometh unto him, saith unto Philip, Whence are we to buy brea<l, that these may 
eat? And this be said to ptove him: for he himself knew what he would do. Philip 
answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that 
every one may take a little. One of bis disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 

9 saith unto him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaws, and two fishes: 
but what are these among so many? Jesus said, Make the people sit down. Now 
there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five 
thousand. Jesus therefore took the loaves; and having given thanks, he distribute<! 

r2 to them that were set down; likewise also of the fishes as much as they would. And 
when they Were filled, he saith unto his disciples, Gather up the broken pieces which 
remain over, that nothing be lost. So they gathered them up, and filled tweh·e 
baskets with broken pieces from the five barley loaves, which remained over unto 
them that had eaten. When therefore the people saw the sign which he did, they 
said, This is of a truth the prophet that cometh into the world. 

15 Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about lo come and take him by fom-, 
to make him king, withdrew again into the mountain himself alone. 

And when evening came, his disciples went down unto the sea; and they entered 
into a boat, and were going over the sea unto Capernaum. And it was now dark, 
and Jesus had not yet come to them. And the sea was rising by reason of a great 

r9 wind that blew. When therefore they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty 
furlongs, they behold Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing ni11:h unto the boat: 
and they were afraid. But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. They were 
willing therefore to receive him into the boat: and straightway the boat was at the 
land whither they were going. 

22 On the morrow the mullitude which stood on the other side of the sea saw that 
there was none other boat there, save one, and that Jesus entered not with his dis
ciples into the boat, but that his disciples went away alone (howbeit there came boats 
from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they ate the bread after the Lord h_ad g1n·~1 

24thanks): when the multitude th~refore saw that Jesus was not there, nC!ther h1~ 
disciples, they themselves g'it into the boats, and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
And when they found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, 'Ral,Jil, 
when earnest thou hither?' 

Jesus answered them and said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, 
27 not because ye saw signs, but because ye ate of the loave~ and ~ere filled. Work 

not for the meat which perisheth, but for the meat which ab1deth unto eternal 
life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him the Father, even God, hath 
sealed." 
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They said therefore unto him, 'What must we do, that we may work the works of 
God?' 

Jesus answered and said unto them, "This ls the work of God, that ye believe on 29 
him whom he hath sent." 

They said therefore unto him, 'What then doest thou for a sign, that we may see, 
and believe thee? \\'hat workest thou? Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; 
as it is wril'cn, He gm•e tln~n bread out of heaven to eat.' 

Tesus therefore suid unto them, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, It was not Moses 32 
thai gave ,'-·,1 the bread out of heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread out 
of hea\·er.. }"or the bread of God is that which cometh down out of heaven, and giveth 
life unto the 11-.irld." 

They said therefore unto him, 'Lord, evermore give us this bread.' 
Jesus said unto them, "I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not 35 

hunger, and he that helieveth on me shall never thirst. But I said unto you, that ye 
ha Ye seen me, and vet believe not. All that which the Father giveth me shall come 
unto me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. For I am come down 
from hcawn, not to do mine mrn will, but the will of him that sent me. And this is 39 
the will of,, him that sent me, that of all that which he hath given me I should lose 
nolhin~, hut should raise it up at the last day. For this is the will of my Father, 
that every one that beholdeth the Son, and believeth on him, should have eternal 
life; and I \\'ill raise him up at the last day." 

The Jews therefore murmured concerning him, because he said, I am the bread 41 
which came down out of heaven. And they said,' Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we know? how doth he now say, I am come down out of 
hea\·en'' 

Jesus answered and said unto them, "Murmur not among yourselves. No man 43 
can come to me, except the Father which sen I me draw him: and I will raise him up 
in the last day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be /aught of God. 
Every one that hath heard from the Father, and hath learned, cometh unto me. Not 
that any m~n hath seen the Father, save he which is from God, he hath seen the Father. 
Verily, 1·erily, I say unto you, He that believeth hath eternal life. I am the bread 48 
of life. Your fathers did eat the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is 
the bread which cometh down out of heaven, that a·man may eat thereof, and not die. 
I am the living bread which came down out of heaven: if any man eat of this bread, 
he shall live for c1·er: yea and the bread which I will gi\·e is my flesh, for the life of the 
world." 

The Jews therefore strove one with another, saying, 'How can this man give us his 52 
flesh to eat? ' 

Jesus therefore said unto them, "Verily, ,·erily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, ye have not life in yourselves. He that 
eateth. my flesh and drinkelh my blood hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at 
the lasl day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that 54 
eatelh my flesh and drinkelh my blood ahideth in me, and I in him. As the living 
Father sent me, and l Ji,·e because of the Father; so he that eateth me, he also shall 
1i1·e because of me. This is !he hread which came down out of heaven: not as the 
'athers did eat, and dierl: he that eateth this bread shall live for ever." 

These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capcrnnum. Many there- 59 
fore of his disciples, when they heard this, said, 'This is a hard saying; who can hear 
it?' 

But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmured at this, said unto them, 
"Doth this cause you to stumble? What then if ye should behold the Son of man as- 62 
ccnding where he was he fore? It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and a.re life. But there 
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are some of you that believe not." For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were 
65 that believed not, and who it was that should betray him. And he said, " For this 

cause have I said unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it be given unto him 
of the Father." 

Upon this many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. Jesus 
said therefore unto the twelve," Would ye also go away?" 

68 Simon Peter answered him, ' Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of 
eternal life. And we have believed and know that thou art the Holy One of God.' 

Jesus answered them," Did not I choose you the twelve, and one of you is a devil?" 
Now he spake of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he it was that should betray 
him, being one of the twelve. 

iii. Witness and Disputation at the Feast of Tabernacles 

7 And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jud<ea, 
because the Jews sought to kill him. Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Taber· 
nacles, was at hand. 

His brethren therefore said unto him, 'Depart hence, and go into Jud<ea, that thy 
disciples also may behold thy works which thou doest. For no man doeth anything 
in secret, and himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou doest these things, manifest 

5 thyself to the world.' For even his brethren did not believe on him. 
Jesus therefore saith unto them, "My time is not yet come; but your time is alway 

ready. The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that it; 
works are evil. Go ye up unto the feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; because my 
time is not yet fulfilled." 

9 And having said these things unto them, he abode still in Galilee. But when his 
brethren were gone up unto the feast, then went he also up, not publicly, but as it 
were in secret. The Jews therefore sought him at the feast, and said, Where is he' 
And there was much murmuring among the multitudes concerning him: some said, 
He is a good man; others said, Not so, but he leadeth the multitude as.tray. Howbcil 
no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

14 But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and 
taught. 

The Jews therefore marvelled, saying, 'How knoweth this man letters, having 
never learned? ' 

Jesus therefore answered them, and said, "My teaching is not mine, but his tl1al 
17 sent me. If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it 

be of God, or whether I speak from myself. He that speaketh from himself seeketh 
his own glory: but he that seeketh the glory of him that sent him, the same is true, 
and no unrighteousness is in him. Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of 
you doeth the law? Why seek ye to kill me? " 

20 The multitude answered, 'Thou hast a devil: who serketh to kill thee?' 
Jesus answered and said unto them, "I did one work, and ye all marvel. Fur 

this cause hath l\foses given you circumcision (not that it is of Moses, but of till' 
fathers); and on the sabbath ye circumcise a man. If a man receivefo circum
cision on the sabbath, that the law of Moses may not be broken; are ye wroth with 

24me, because I made a man every whit whole on the sabbath? Judge not 2:cc1rding 
lo appearance, but judge righteous judgement.'' 

Some therefore of them of Jerusalem said, 'Is not this he whom they seek to kill? 
And lo, he speaketh openly, and they say nothing unto him. Can it be that the rulers 
indeed know that this is the Christ? Howbeit we know this man whence he is: bul 
when the Christ cometh, no one knoweth whence he is.' 

28 Jesus therefore cried in the temple, teaching and saying, "Ye both know me, and 
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know whence I am; and I am not come o[ myself, but he that sent me is true, whom 
vc know not. I know him; because I am from him, and he sent me." 
· They sought therefore to take him: and no man laid his hand on him, because his 30 
hour was not yet come. But of the multitude many believed on him; and they 
said, When the Christ shall come, will he do more signs than those which this man 
hath done? The !'ltarisees heard the multitude murmuring these tl1ings concerning 
him; and the chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers lo Lake him. 

Jesus therefore said," Yet a little while am I with you, and I go unto him th~t sent 33 
me. Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, ye cannot c:Jme." 

The Jews therefore said among themselYes, 'Whither will this man go that we 
shall not find him? will he go unto the Dispersion among the Greeks, and teach the 
Greeks? \\"hat i:; this word that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: 
and where I am, ve cannot come? ' 

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, 37 
"If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on _me, as 
the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water." But this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed on him were to receive: for the Spirit 
was not y~t gi,·cn; because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Sort,e of the multitude therefore, when they heard these words, said, 'This is of a 40 
truth the prophet.' Others said, 'This is the Christ.' But some said, 'What, doth the 
Christ come out of Galilee> Hath not the scripture said that the Christ cometh of 
the seed of DaYid, and from Bethlehem, the village where David was?' So there arose 
a di,·ision in the multitude because of him. And some of them would have taken him; 
but no man laid hands on him. 

The oJ1icer< therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said unto 45 
them, ' Why did ye not bring him?' . 

The ollicers answered, 'Never man so spake.' 
The Pharisees therefore answered them, 'Are ye also led astray? Hath any of the 

rulers beliewd on him, or of the Pharisees? But this multitude which knoweth not 
the Ia"· are accursed.' 

Nicodemus saith unto them (he that came to him before, being one of them), 50 
'Doth our law judge a man, except it first hear from himself and know what he doeth?' 

They answered and said unto him, ' Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and sec 
that out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.' 

Again therefore Jesus spake unto them, saying," I am the light of the world: he 8" 
that followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

. The. Pharisees therefore said unto him, 'Thou bearest witness of thyself; thy 
w1lness 1:; not true.' 
. Jesus answered and said unto them, " Even if I bear witness of myself, my witness 14 
1s true: for I know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye know not whence I 
~omc, or 11:h1ther I g<~. Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. Yea and if I 
iudge, my judgement 1s true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that ;cnt me. 
Yea and in your law it is written, that the witness of two men is true. I am he that 18 
beareth witness o[ myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witness of me." 

They said therefore unto him, 'Where is thy Father?' 
Jesus answered, " Ye know neither me, nor my Father: if ye knew me, ye would 

know my Father also." 
. Th,se words_sp_akc he in the treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man took 20 

htm; because hts liour was not yet come. 
. He sai_d therefore again unto them, " I go away, and ye shall seek me, and shall die 
in your sin: whither I go, ye cannot come." 

The Jews therefore said,' Will he kill himself, that he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot 
come?' 
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23 And he said unto them, "Ye are from beneath; I am from above; ye are of this 
world; I am not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your 
sins: for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins." 

They said therefore unto him, 'Who art thou?' 
Jesus said unto them, "Even that which I have also spoken unto you from the 

26 beginning. I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you: howbeit he 
that sent me is true; and the things which I heard from him, these speak I unto the 
world." 

They ;::~~eived not that he spake to them of the Father. 
2 3 Jes·c:s therefore said, "When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know 

that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father taught me, I speak 
these things. And he that sent me is with me; he hath not left me alone; for I do 
always the things that are pleasing to him." 

3r As he spake these things, many believed on him. Jesus therefore said to those 
Jews which had believed him, "If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my dis
ciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

They answered unto him, 'We be Abraham's seed, and have never yet been in 
bondage lo any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?' 

34 Jesus answered them, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Every one that committeth 
sin is the bondservant of sin. And the bondservant abidelh not in the house for ever: 
the son abideth for eyer. If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed. I know that ye are Abraham's seed; yet ye seek to kill me, because my worrl 

38 hath not free course in you. I speak the things which I have seen with my Father: 
and ye also do the things which ye heard from your faiher." 

They answered and said unto him, 'Our father is Abraham.' 
Jesus saith unto them, "If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works 

of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which 
.p I heard from God: this did not Abraham. Ye do the works of your father.'' 

They said unto him,' We were not born of fornication; we have one Father, even 
God.' 

Jesus said unto them, "If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I came 
forth and am come from God; for neither have I come of myself, but he sent me. 

43 Why do ye not understand my speech? Even because. ye cannot hear my word. 
Ye are of your falher the devil, and the lusts of your father it is your will to do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and stood not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and 

45 lhe father thereof. But because I say the truth, ye believe me not. Which of you 
convictelh me of sin? If I say truth, why do ye not believe me? He that is of God 
heareth the words of God: for this cause ye hear them not, because ye are not of God." 

The Jews answered and said unto him,' Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, 
and hast a devil? ' 

49 Jesus answered, "I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye dishonour 
me. But I seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgelh. Verily, 
verily, I say unlo you, If a man keep my word, hz shall never see death." 

The Jews said unto him, 'Now we know that thou hast a de1·il. Abraham is 
dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my word, he shall never taslt' 

53 of death. Arl thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets 
are dead: whom makest thou thyself? ' 

Jes11s answered, "If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing: it"is my Father that 
glorifieth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God; and ye have not known him: but 
I know him; and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be like unto you, a liar: but 

561 know him, and keep his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and 
he saw it, and was glad." 
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The Jews therefore said unto him, 'Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou 57 
seen Abraham? ' 

Jesus said unto them, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I 
am.~,, 

Thev took up stones therefore to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out 59 
of the temple. 

iv. Sign of the Man bom blind, and the e1tsuing Controversy 

And as he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked 9 
him, saying, ' Rabbi, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he should be born 
blind?' 

Jesus an>wered, "Neither did this man sin, nor his parents; hut that the works 
of (~od should be made manifest in him. We must work the works of him that sent 4 
me, while it is dav; the night cometh, when no man can work. When I am in the 
world, I am the iighl of the world." 

When he had th Lis ~poken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittll', 
and anoinlcd his eyes with the clay, ancl saicl unto him, Go, wosh in the pool of 'Si-7 
loam' (which is by interpretation, 'Sent'). He went away therefore, and washed, 
and rame seeing. 

The nl'i;:llbours, therefore, and they which saw him aforetime, that he was a 
beggar, said, · Is not this he that sat and h~gged? ' Others said, ' It is he: ' others 9 
said, 'No, hut he is like him.' 

Ile said, ' I am he.' 
They said therefore unto him, 'How then were thine eyes opened?' 
He answered, 'The man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyP.s, u 

and said unto me, Go to Siloam, and wash: so I went away and washed, and I re
cei\'ed sight.' 

And they said unto him, 'Where is he? ' 
He saith, ' I know not.' 

. They bring to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. Now it was the 13 
sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay, and openPd his eyes. Again there
fore the Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight. 

And he said unto them, ' He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do 
see.' 

Some therefore of the Pharisees said, 'This man is not from God, because he 16 
keepeth not the sabbath.' But others said, ' How can a man that is a sinner do such 
signs?' And there was a division among them. 

They say therefore unto the blind man-again,' What sayest thou of him, in that 
he opened thine eyes? ' 

And he said, ' He is a prophet.' 
The Jews therefore did not believe concerning him, that he had been tlind, and 18 

had recch·ed his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his 
sight, and asked them, saying, 'Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how 
then doth he now sec? ' 

His parents anc;wercrl and said, 'We know that this is our son, and that he was 20 

born blind: hut how he now seeth, we know not; or who opened his eyes, we know 
not: ask him; he is of age; he shall speak for himself.' These thing3 said his 
parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any 
man should confess him to be Christ, he should he put out of the synagogue. There- 23 
fore said his parents, He is of age; ask him. 

,So they called a second time the man that was blind, and said unto him, 'Give 
glory to God: we know that this man is a sinner.' 
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25 He therefore answered, 'Whether he be a sinner, I know not: one thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I see.' 

They said therefore unto him, 'What did he to thee? how opened he thine 
eyes?' 

27 He answered them, ' I told you even now, and ye did not hear: wherefore would 
ye hear it again? would ye also become his disciples? ' 

And they reviled him, and said, 'Thou art his disciple; but we are disciples of 
Moses. We know that God hath spoken unto Moses: but as for this man, we know 
not whence he is.' 

3o The man answered and said unto them, 'Why, herein is the marvel, that ye know 
not whence he is, and yet he opened mine eyes. We know that God heareth not 
sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and do his will, him he heareth. 
Since the world began it was never heard that any one opened the eyes of a man born 
blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.' 

34 They answered and said unto him, 'Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost 
thou teach us? ' And they cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and finding him, he said, "Dost thou 
believe on the Son of God? " 

36 He answered and said, 'And who is he, Lord, that I may believe on him?' 
Jesus said unto him, "Thou hast both seen him, and he it is that speaketh with 

thee." 
And he said, 'Lord, I believe.' And he worshipped him. 

39 And Jesus said," For judgement came I into this world, that they which see not 
may see; and that they which see may become blind." 

Those of the Pharisees which were with him heard these things, and said unto 
him, 'Are· we also blind?' 

41 Jesus said unto them, "If ye were blind, ye would h:we no sin: but now ye say, 
We see: your sin remaineth." 

v. Parable of the Good Shepherd, and Dissensions arising therefrom 

10 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the fold of 
the sheep, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But 
he that en tereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter 
openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and 

4 leadeth them out. When he hath put forth all his own, he goeth before them, and 
the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, 
but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers." 

This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what thinl(s they 
7 were which he spake unto them. Jesus therefore said unto them al(ain, "Verily, 

verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that came before me a~e 
thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me 1f 
any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and go out, and shall find pas· 
ture. The thief cometh not, but that he may steal, and kill and destroy: I cam<' 

II that they may have life, and may have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. 
the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep. He that is a hireling, and no 
a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf cominl(, and leaveth 
the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and scattereth them: he fleeth 
because he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; 
and I know mine own, and mine own know me, even as the Father knoweth me, and 

r6 I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I h~ve, 
which are not of this fold: them also I must brinl(, and they shall hear my vmce; 
and they shall become one flock, one shepherd. Therefore doth the Father love 
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me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it al-(ain. No one taketh it away 18 
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again. This commandment received I from my Father." 

There arose a di,·ision again among the Jews because of these words. And 19 
rnanv of them said, 'He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him?' Others 
said;• These arc not the sayings of one possessed witlt a devil. Can a devil open the 
ews of the blind? ' 
· And it was the Feast of the Dedication at Jerusalem: it was winter; and Jesus 22 

was walkinl-( in the temple in Solomon's porch. The Je"·s therefore came round 
about him, ru1d said unto him, 'How long dost thou hold us in suspense? If thou 
:.rt the Christ, tell us plainly.' 

Jesus answered them, "I told you, and ye believe not: the \rnrks that I do in 25 

my Father's name, these bear witness of me. But ye believe not, hecause ye are not 
of my sheep. :'\fy sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and 
I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, ai\d no one shall snatch 
them out of my hand. My Father, which hath giwn them unto me, is greater than 29 
all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father 
are· one." 

The Jews took up stones again to stone him. 
Jesus an,;wered them, "l\fany 1-(00d works have I shewed you from the Father; 32 

for which of those works do ye stone me?" 
The Jews answered him, 'For a good work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy; 

and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.' 
Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If 34 

he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came (and the scripture cannot be 
broken), say ye of him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, Thou 
hlasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? If I do not the works of my 
Father, helieve me not. But if I do them, though ye believe not me, believe the 36 

works: that ye may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the 
Father." 

They sought again to take him: and he went forth out of their hand. 

i•i. Sign of the Raising of Lazarus, and Counsels of Death 

And he went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John was at the 40 
first baptizin)(; and there he abode. And many came unto him; and they said, 
John indeed did no sign: but all things whatsoever John spake of this man were 
true. And many believed on him there. 

Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village oL\fary and her 11 
sister Martha. And it was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and 
wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. The sisters there
fore sent unto him, saying, 'Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.' But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, "This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, 
that the Son of God may be glorified thereby.'' Now Jesus loved Martha, and her 5 
sister, and Lazarus. When therefore he heard that he was sick, he abode at that time 
two days in the place where he was. Then after this he saith to the disciples, "Let 
us go into Judrea again." The disciples say unto him, 'Rabbi, the Jews were hut 
now :;ecking to stone thee; and goest thou thither again?' Jesus answered, "Are 9 
there not twelve hours in the day? If a man walk in the day, he stumhleth not, 
because he seeth the light of this world. But if a man walk in the night, he stum
bleth, because the light is not in him.'' These things spake he: and after this he 
s~ith unto them, "Our friend Lazarus is fallen asleep; but I go, that I may awake 
him out of sleep." The disciples therefore said unto him, 'Lord, if he is fallen 12 
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13 asleep, he will recover.' Now Jesus had spoken of his death: but they thought that 
he spake of taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus therefore said unto thelh plainly, 
"Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent 
ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him." Thomas therefore, who is called 
Didymus, said unto his fellow-disciples, 'Let us also go, Lhat We may die with him.' 

17 So when Jesus came, he found that he had been in the tomb four days already. 
Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs oil; and many of th.· 
Jews had come to :Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their brother. 
Martha therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but 

21 Mary still sat in the house. J\farlha therefore said unto Jesus,' Leed, if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died. And even now I know that, whatsoever chou 
shalt ask of God, God will give thee.' Jesus saith unto her, "Thy brother shall 
rise again.'' Martha saith unto him, 'I know that he shall rise again in the resurrec-

25 lion at the last day.' Jesus said unto her, "I am the resurrection, and the lifL·: 
he that believelh on nie, though he die, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 
believeth on me shall never die. Believes! thou this?" She saith unto him, 'Yea, 
Lord: I have believed that thou art the Christ, lhe Son of God, even he that cometh 
into the world.' 

28 And when she had said this, she went away, and called Mary her sister secretly, 
saying, The Master is here, and calleth thee. And she, when ·she heard it, arose 
quickly, and went unto him. (Now Jesus was not yet come into the village, but was 
still in the place where Martha met him.) The Jews then which were with her in 
the house, and were comforting her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up quickly 
and went out, followed her, supposing that she was going unto the tomb to weq' 

32 there. Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, and saw him, fell down 
at his feet, saying unto him, 'Lord, if thou hadst !Jeen here, my brother had not died.' 
When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with 
her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and said, "\Vhere have ye laid him?" 
They say unto him, 'Lord, come and see.' Jesus wept. The Jews therefore said, 

37' Behold how he loved him! ' But some of them said, 'Could not this man, which 
opened the eyes of hitn that was blind, have caused that this man also should nol 
die?' Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the tomb. Now il 
was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus saith, "Take ye away the stone." 
Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, 'Lord, by this time he 

4tJstlnketh: for he hath been dead four days.' Jesus saith unto her, "Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou believedst, thou shouldest see the glory of God? " So they took 
away the slone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, " Father, I thank thee that 
thou heardest me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but becauoe of the 
multitude which standeth around I said it, that they may believe that thou didst 

43 send me." And when he had thus spoken, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarns, 
come forth.'' He that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave-clothes; 
and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, "Loose hirn, 
and let hitn go." 

Many therefore of the Jews, which came to Mary and beheld that which he did, 
believed on him. But some of them went away to the Pharisees, and told them the 
things which Jesus had done. 

47 The chief priests therefore and the Pharisees gathered a council, and said, 'Whal 
do we? for this man doeth many sign~. If we let him thus alone, all men will be
lieve on him: and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our 
nation.' But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, sairl 
unto them, 'Ye know nothing at all, nor do ye take accouht that it is expedient 
for you that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish 

51 not.' Now this he said not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophc-
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sied thnt Jesus should die for the nation; and not for the nation only, but that he 
might also gather togdher into one the children of God that are scattered abroad. 
So from that day forth they took counsel that they might put him to death. 

Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews, but departed thence into 54 
the country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; and there he tarried 
with the di sci pies. 

vii. IFilncss of the Multitude at the entering into Jerusalem 

Now t;1; Pnssm·er of the Jews was at hand: and many went up to Jerusalem SS 
out of the countrv be[ore the Passover, to purify themseh·es. They sought there
fore for Jes,1s, and spake one with :;.nother, as they stood in the temple, What think 
ye? That he will not come to the feast? Now the chief priests and the Pharisees 
had given commandment, that, if any man knew where he was, he should shew it, 
that they might take him. 

Jesus therefore six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus 12 
was, whom Jesus raised from the dead. So they made him a supper there: and 
~fartha sen·ed; biit Lazarus was one of them that sat at meat with him. l\Iary 
therefore took a pound of ointment of spikenard, very precious, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the 
odour of the rintment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples, which should be- 4 
tray him, sailh, '\\'hy was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given 
to the poor, ' Now this he said, not because he cared for the poor; but because 
he was a thief, and having the bag took away what was put therein. Jesus there
fore said, " Suffer her to keep it against the day of my burying. For the poor ye 
have always with you; but me ye have not always." 

The common people therefore of the Jews learned that he was there: and they 9 
came. not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had 
raised from the dead. But the chief priests took counsel that they might put Laza
ms also to death; because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and 
beliPwd on Jesus. 

On the morrow a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard 12 

that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took the branches of the palm trees, and went 
forth to m~et him, and cried out, 'Hosanna: Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord, ewn the King of Israel.' And Jesus, having found a young ass, sat 
thereon; as it is written, Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold, thy Kint; cometh, sitting 15 
011 an ass's colt. These things unrlerstood not his disciples at the first: but when 
Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these thing3 were written of him, 
anrl that they had done these things unto him. The multitude therefore that was 
with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb, and raised him from the dead, 
bare wiincss. For this cause also the multitude .went and met him, for that they rs 
heard that he had done this si~. The Pharisees ·therefore said among themselves, 
Bch. ,Jr h·rn· ye prevail nothing: lo, the world is gone after him. 

{''')\\' there were certain Greeks among those that went up to worship at the feast: 
lhese thercf<>re came to Philip, which was of Rethsairla of Galilee, and asked him, 
'aying, Sir, we would see Jesus. Philip cometh and tellcth Andrew: Andrew cometh, 
and Philip, and they tell Jesus. 

And Jesus answcrcth them, saying, "The hour is come, that the Son of man should 23 
be glorified. Verily, \Wily, I say unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth 
and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit. He that loveth 
his life loseth it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 
If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant 26 
be: if any man serve me, him will the Father honour. Now is my soul troubled; and 
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what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But for this cause came I unto 
28 this hour. Father, glorify thy name." 

There came therefore a voice out of heaven, saying, " I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again." The multitude therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that 
it had thundered: others said, An angel hath spoken to him. 

Jesus answered and said, "This voice hath not come for my sake, but for your 
sakes. Now is the judgement of this world: now shall the prince of this world be 

32 cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself." 
But this he said, signifying by what manner of death he should die. 

The multitude therefore answered him, ' We have heard out of the law that the 
Christ abidcth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? 
who is this Son of man? ' 

35 Jesus therefore said unto them, "Yet a little while is the light among y;;u. Walk 
while ye have the light, that darkness overtake you not: and he that walketh in the 
<larkness knowelh not whither he goeth. While ye have the light, believe on the light, 
that ye may become sons of light." These things spake Jesus, and he departed and 
hid himself from them. 

37 But though he had done so many signs before them, yet they believed not on him: 
that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, 

Lord, who hath believed our report? 
And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

39 For this cause they could not believe, for that Isaiah said again, He hath blinded their 
eyes, and he hardened their heart; lest they should see with their eyes, and perceive 
with their heart, and should turn, and I should heal them. These things said Isaiah, 
because he saw his glory; and he spake of him. Nevertheless even of the rulers many 
believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should 
be put out of the synagogu!!: for they loved the glory of men more than the glory of 
God. 

44 And Jesus cried and said, "He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on 
him that sent me. And he that beholdeth me beholdeth him that sent me. I am 
come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me may not abide in the 
darkness. And if any man hear my sayings, and keep them not, I judge him not: for 
I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejectcth me, and 
receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same 

49 shall judge him in the last day. For I spake not from myself; but the Father which 
sent me, he hath given me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak. And I know that his commandment is life eternal: the things therefore which 
I speak, even as the Father hath said unto me, so I speak." 

III 

SIGNS AND WITNESS OF JESUS AMONG HIS OWN DISCIPLES 

i. The Last Supper 

l3 Now before the feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that his hour was come 
that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end. And during supper, the devil having 
already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, Jesus, 
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knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he came forth 
from God, and gocth unto God, riseth from supper, and layeth aside his garments; 4 
and he tnuk a t<'wcl, and girded himself. Then he poureth water into the bason, 
and lwgan to wa;;h the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the .towel wherewith he 
was girded. So he cometh to Simon Peter. He saith unto him, 'Lord, dost thou 
wash my feet'' Jesus answered and said unto him, "What I do thou knowest not 
now; but thou ;;halt understand hereafter." Peter saith unto him, 'Thou shalt never s 
wash my feet.' Jesus answered him, "If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with 
me." Simon Peter saith unto him, 'Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and 
my head.' Jesus saith to him, " He that is bathed needeth not save to wash l.Jis fr.et, 
but is clean ewry whit: and ye are clean, - but not all.'' For he knew him that 
should bctrav him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 

So when he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, and sat down again, 12 

he said unhi them," Know ye what I have done to you? Ye call me,~Iaster, and, 
Lord: and ye ;;ay well; for so I am. If I then, the Lord and the Master, have washed 
your feet, ye ab,, ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, 
lh(lt ye also ;;hould do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, A servant 
is not greater than his lord; neither one that is sent greater than he that sent him. 
If ye know these things, blessed arc ye if ye do them. -

" I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may 18 
be fullilled, ffr that eatcth my bread lifted up his heel against me. From henceforth I 
tell you he fore it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am 
he.-

" \"erily, Yerily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; 
and he that receiwth me recei,·eth him that sent me." -

\\"hen Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in the spirit, and testified, and said, 21 

"\'erily, Yerily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me." 
The disciples lonked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. There was at 

the tahle reclining in Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. Simon 
Peter therefore beckoneth to him, and saith unto him, 'Tell us who it is of whom he 
speakcth.' He leaning back, as he was, on Jesus' breast saith unto him, 'Lord, who 
is it? ' 

Jesus therefore answereth," He it is, for whom I shall dip the sop, and give it him." 26 
So when he had dippc<l the sop, he taketh and giveth it to Ju<las, the son of Simon 
Iscariot. And after the sop, then entered Satan into him. Jesus therefore saith unto 
him, ''That thou <loest, do quickly." Now no man at the table knew for what intent 
he spake this unto him. For some thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus 29 
said unto him, Buy what things we have need of for the feast; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. 

He then having received the sop went out straightway. And it was night.· 

ii. Discourse of the Departure of Jesus and the Comforter to come 

'Vhen therefore he was gone out, Jesus saith," Now is the Son of man glori.6.ed, and 31 
God is glorified in him; and God shall glorify him in himself, and straightway shall 
he glorify him. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: 
and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say unto you. 
A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved 34 
you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye ha,·e love one to another.'' 

Simon Peter saith unto him, 'Lord, whither goest thou? ' 
Jesus answereth, "Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt 

follow afterwards." 
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37 Peter saith unto him,' Lord, why cannot I follow thee even now? I will lay down 
my life for thee.' 

Jesus answereth, "Wilt thou lay down thy life for me? Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, The cock shal.l not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice. 

14 "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I 
go to pr~pare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, 
and will receive you unto myself; that where' I am, there ye may be also. And 
whither I go, ye know the way.'' 

s Thomas saith unto him, 'Lord, we know not whither thou goest; how know we 
the way?' 

Jesus saith unto him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh 
unto the Father but through me. If ye had known me, ye would have known my 
Father also: from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him." 

8 Philip saith unto him, 'Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.' 
Jesus saith unto him, "Have I been so long ~me with you, and dost thou not know 

me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father: how sayest thou, Shew us 
the Father? Believes! thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the 
words that I say unto you I speak not from myself: but the Father abiding in me doeth 

II his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me: or else believe 
me for the very works' sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that bclieveth on me, 
the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because 
I go unto the Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask me anything in my name, 

15 that will I de,. If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments. And I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, 
even the Spirit of truth: whom the world cannot receive; for it beholdeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: ye know him; for he abideth with you, and shall be in you. I 
will not leave you desolate: I come unto you. Yet a little while, and the world 

20 beholdeth me no more; but ye behold me: because I live, ye shall live also. In 
that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. He thal 
hath my commandments, and keepcth them, he it is that lovcth me: and he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself 
unto him.'' 

22 Judas (not Iscariot) saith unto him, 'Lord, what is come to pass that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?' 

Jesus answered and said unto him, "If a man love me, he will keep my word: 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

24 He thftt lovcth me not keepeth not my words: and the word which ye hear is not mine, 
but the Father's who sent me. These things have I spoken unto you, while yet abid
ing with you. But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said 

27 unlo you. Peace I leave wilh you; my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful. 
Ye heard how I said lo you, I go away, ·and I come unto you. If ye loved me, ye 
would have rejoiced, because I go unto the Father: for the Father is greater 
than I. And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to 

30 pass, ye may believe. I will no more speak much with you, for the prince of the 
world ·cometh: and he hath nothing in me; but that the world may know that I 
love the Father, and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, 
let us go hence." 
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iii. Parable of the Ville: Relation of the Disciples to their Master and lo the Father 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that 15 
bearelh not fruit, he taketh it away: and every brunch that beareth fruit, he clen~seth • 
it, that it may bear more fruit. Already ye are clean because of the word which .I 
have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, e!lcept it abide in the vine; so neither can ye, except ye abide in me. I 
:un the vine, ve are the branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bearelh mtich ·fruit: for apart from me ye can do nothing. Ii a man abide not in me, 6 
he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and they gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
what;;oel'er ve will, and it shnll be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye benr' much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples. 

"Even as the Father hath loved me, I also have loved you: abide ye in my love. 9 
li ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my 
:Fatl\er's commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto 
you, that my joy may be in you, and Lhat your joy may be fulfilled. Thi~ is my c::im
mandment, that ye love one another, even as I have loved you. Greater love hath no 13 
man than this, that a .man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if 
ye do the things which I command you. No longer do I call you servants; for the 
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: ,but I have called you friends; for all 
things that I heard from my Father I have made known unto you. Ye did not choose r6 
me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit, and that your 
fruit shoukl abide: that whatsoever ye shall a6k of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you. These things I command you, that ye may love one another. 

" If the world halNh you, know ye that it hath hated me before it hated you. r8 
If ye were of the world, the world would love its own: but because ye are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of Lhe world, therefore the world hateth you. Remem
ber the word that I said unto you, A servant is not greater than his lord. If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep 
yours ab;o, But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because 21 

they know not him that sent me. If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had 
not had sin: liut new they have no excuse for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my 
Father abo. If I had not done among them the works which none other did, they had 
not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated bolh me and my Father. But 23 
this cometh to pass, that the word may be fulfilled that is written in their law, They 
hated me without a cause. But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall iil'ar witness of me: and ye also bear witness, because ye ha,·e been with me from 
the beginning. These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be made to 16 
stumble. They shall pul you out of the synagogues: yea, the hour cometh, that 
whosoever killeth you shall think that he offcreth service unto God. And these things 
will they do, because they have not known the Father, nor me. But these things 
ha,·e I spoken untn you, that when their hour is come, ye may remember them, how 
that I luld you. 

"And these things I said not unto you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
llut now I go unto him that sont me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? 5 
l~ut because I have spoken these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 
l\cverthclcss I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I 11:0 away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter wiil not come unto you; but if I go, I will send him unto you. 
And he,. when he is come, will convict the world in respect of sin, and of righteousness, 8 
and of judgement: of sin, because they believe not on me; of righteousness, because 
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I go to the Father, and ye behold me no more; of judgemenl, because the prince of 
12 this world hath been judged. I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 

bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall guide you 
into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but what things soever he shall 
hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the things that are to come. 

rs He shall glorify me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it unto you. All 
things whatsoever the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he taketh of mine, 
and shall declare it unto you. A little while, and ye behold me no more; and again 
a little while, and ye shall see me." 

17 Some of his disciples therefore said one to another, 'What is this that he saith 
unto us, A little while, and ye behold me not; and again a little while, and ye shall 
see me: and, Because I go to the Father?' They said therefore, 'What is this 
that he saith, A little while? We know not what he saith.' 

r9 Jesus perceived that they were desirous to ask him, and he said unto them, "Do 
ye inquire among yourselves concem:ng this, that I said, A little while, and ye behold 
me not, and again a little while, and ye shall see me? Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
that ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: ye shall be sorrowful, 

21 but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. A woman when she is in travail hath 
sorrow, because her hour is come: but when she is delivered of the child, she re
membereth no more the anguish, for the joy that a man is born into the world. And 
ye therefore now have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoirP, 

2 3 and your joy no one taketh away from, you. And in that day ye shall ask me no 
question. Verily, verily, I say unto you, If ye shall ask anything of the Father, he 
will give it you in my name. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be fulfilled. These things have I spoken unto you 
in proverbs: the hour cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, 

26 but shall tell you plainly of the Father. In that day ye shall ask. in my name: 
and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Falher for you; for the Father himscif 
lovelh you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came forth from the 
Father. I came out from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leav~ 
the world, and go unto the Father." 

29 His disciples say, 'Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. 
Now know we that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should 
ask thee: by this we believe that thou earnest forth from God.' 

Jesus answered them, "Do ye now believe? Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is 
come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alonP: 

33 and yet I am .not alone, because the Father is with me. These things have I spoken 
unto you, that in me ye may have peace. In the world ye have tribulation: but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." 

iv. Jesus' Prayer to the Father /or.lite Disciples 

17 These things spake Jesus; and lifting up his eyes to heaven, he said, "Father, 
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that the Son may glorify thee: even as thou gavesl 
him authority over all flesh, that whatsoever thou hast given him, to them he should 
give eternal life. And this is life eternal, that they should know thee the only true· 

4God, and him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ. I glorified thee on the earth, 
having accomplished the work which thou hast given me to do. And now, 0 Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was. I manifested thy name unto the men whom thou gavest me out of 
the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them to me; and they have kept thy 

7 word. Now they know that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are from 
thee: for the words which thou gavest me I have given unto them; and they received 
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them, and knew of a truth that I came forth from thee, and lhey helieved that thou 
didst send me. I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for those whom 9 
thou hasl given me; for they are thine: and all things that are mine are thine, and 
thine are mine: and I am glorified in them. And I am no more in the world, and 
these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name 
which thou hast giwn me, that they may be one, even as we are. While I was 12 

with them, I kept them in thy name which thou hast given me: and I guarded them, 
and not one of them perished, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. But now I cume to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they 
may have my jny fulfilled in themselves. I have given them thy word; and the q 
world hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
I pray not that thou shouldest take then\ from the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the e1·il one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world. SancLifv them in the truth: thv word is truth. As thou didst send me 17 
into the world, "ewn so sent I them into. the world. And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, that they themseh·es also may be sanctified in truth. Neither for these 
only do I pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; that they 
may all be one; e1Tn as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be in us: that Lhe world may believe that thou didst send me. And the glory which 22 

thou hast given me I ha1·e given unto them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one; 1 in them, and thou in me, that they may be perfected into one; that the world 
may know that thou didst send me, and lovedst them, even as thou lovedst me. 
Father, that which thou hast given me, I will that, where I am, they also may be 
with me; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 0 righteous Father, the world knew 25 
thee not, but I knew thee; and these knew that thou didst send me; and I made 
known unto them thy name, and will make it known; that the love wherewith thou 
lovedst me may be in them, and I in them." 

IV 

THE PASSION AND RESl1RRECTION OF JESUS 

i. The Arrest and Witness before the High Priest and Pilate 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the 18 
brook Kidron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, himself and his dis
nplcs. '.'\ow Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus oft-times 
resorted thither with his disciples. Judas then, having received the band of sol· 
<lier;;, and oITicers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, cometh thither with 
lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all the things that 4 
were coming upon him, went forth, and saith unto them, Whom seek ye? They 
answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And Judas 
also, which betrayed him, was standing with them. When therefore he said unto 
them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. Again therefore he 
asked them, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth.· Jesus answered, 8 
I told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: that the 
word might be fulfilled which he spake, 0/ those whom thou hast ;:iven me I lost not 
one. Simon Peter therefore having a sword drew it, and struck the high priest's 
servant, and cut off his right ear. Now the servant's name was Malchus. Jesus n 
therefore said unto Peter, Put up the sword into the sheath: the cup which the 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? 

So the band and the chief captain, and the officers of the Jews, seized Jesus and 
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bound him, and led him to Annas first; for he was father in lo.w to Caiaphas, which 
14 was high priest that yeo.r. Now Caiaphas was he which gave counsel to the Jews 

that it was expedient that one mo.n should die for the people. ' 
And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Now that dis

ciple was known unto the high priest, and entered in with Jesus into the court of 
the high priest; but Peter was standing at the door without. So the other disciple, 
which was known unto the high priest, went out and spake unto her that kept the 

l? door, and brought in Peter. The maid therefore that kept the door saith unto 
Peter, Art thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not. Now the 
servants and the officers were standing there, having made a fire of coals; for it 
was cold; and they were warming themselves: and Peter also was with them, stand-
ing and warming himself. . 

19 The high priest therefore asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his teaching. Jesus 
answered him, '.'I have spoken openly to the world; I ever taught in synagogues, 
and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; and in secret spake I no!hing. 
Why askest thou me? ask them that have heard me, what I spake unto them: be-

•2 hold, these know the things which I said." And when he had said this, one of the 
officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, 'Answerest thou the high 
priest so?' Jesus answered him, "If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: 
but if well, why smitest thou me? " Annas therefore sent him bound unto Caiaphas 
the high priest. 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They said therefore unto 
him, Art thou also one of his disciples? He denied, and said, I am not. One of 
the servants of the high priest, being a kinsman of him whose ear Peter cut off, 
saith, Diel not I see thee in the garden with him? Peter therefore denied again: and 
straightway the cock crew. 

28 They lead Jesus therefore from Caiaphas into the palace: and it was early; and 
they themselves entered not into the pala-ce, that they might not be defiled, but 
might eat the Passover. 

Pilate therefore went out unto them, and saith, 'What accusation bring ye against 
this man?' 

30 They answered and said unto him, ' If this man were not an evil-doer, we should 
not have delivered him up unto thee.' 

Pilate therefore said unto them, 'Take him yourselves, and judge him accord
ing to your law.' 

The Jews said unto him, 'It is not lawful for us to put any man to death:' that 
the word of Jrsus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying by what manner 
of death he should die. 

33 Pilate therefore entered again into the palace, and called Jesus, and said unto 
him, 'Art thou the King of the Jews?' 

Jesus answered, "Sayest thou this of thyself, or did others tell it thee concern
ing me?" 

35 Pilate answered, ' Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests deliv-
ered thee unto me: what hast thou done? ' 

Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: 
but now is my kingdom not from hence.'' 

37 Pilate therefore said unto him, ' Art thou a king then? ' 
Jesus answered, "Thou sayest that I am a king.~ To this end have I been born, 

and to this end am I come into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. 
Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice." 

38 Pilate saith unto him, ' What is truth? ' · 
And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto 
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them, 'I find no crime in him. But ye have a custom, that I should release unto 39 
you one at the Passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the 
Jews?' 

They cried out therefore again, saying, 'Not this man, but Barabbas.' Now 
Barabbas was a robber. 

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged him. And the soldiers plaited 19 
a crown of thonio<, and put it on his head, and arrayed him in a purple garment; 
Jnd they came unto him, and said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they sttuck him 
with their hand:;. 

And Pilate went out a.gain, and saith unto them, ' Behold, I bring him cut lo 4 
you, that ye may know that I find no crime in him.' Jesus therefore came out, wear· 
in!( the crown of thorns and the purple garment. And Pilate saith unto them, 
' Behold, the man ! ' 

When therefore the chief priests and the. officers saw him, they cried out, say. 6 
ing, 'Crucify him, crucify him.' 

Pila(f saith unto them, 'Take him yourselves, and crucify him: for I find no 
crime in him.' 

The Jews answered him, '\\'e have a law, and by that law he ought to die, be- 7 
cause he made himself the Son of God.' 

\\"hen l'ila:e therefore heard this saying, he was the more afraid; and he entered 
into the palace again, and sai1h unto Jesus, 'Whence art thou?' 

But J~>us !!:ave hilll no answer. 
l'ilaie therefore saith unto him, 'Speakes! thou not unto me? knowest thou 10 

not that I haw power to re!ea8e thee, and have power to ctu~ify thee?' 
Jesus a1b11·cred him, "Thou wouldest ha\"e no power against me, except it were 

given lhec frcm a Lio,·e: therefcre he th al delivered me unto thee· hath greater sin.'' 
Cpon this l'ilate sought h1 release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou 12 

release this man, thou art not Cresar's friend: every one that makelh himself a king 
speakcth ag~inst Cresar. When Pilate therefore heard these wmds, he brcught 
Jesus out, and oat down on the judgement-seat at a place called 'The Pavement,' 
but in Hebrew, 'Galibatha.' Now it was the Preparation of the Passover: it was 14 
aliout the sixLh h:iur. And he saith unto the Jews, 'Behc;ld, your king I' 

They thcref,ire cried out, 'Away with him, away with him, crucify him.' 
Pilate saith unto them, 'Shall I crucify your King?' 
The chief priests answered, '\Ve have no king but Cresar.' 
Then therefore he delivered him unto them to be crucified. 16 

ii. The Crucifixion 

They look Jesus therefore: and he went out, bearing the cross for himself, unto 17 
the place called 'The place of a skull,' which is called in Hebrew 'Goll!:otha ': where 
they crucified him, and with him two others, on either side one, and Jesus in the 
midst. .l\nd l'ilate wrote a tillc also, and put it on the cross. And there was written, 

Jrsus of Naimtb, tbc iting of ti.Jc ]ems. 

This title therefore read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was c:.ucified 20 

was nil!:h to the city: and it was writlen in Hebrew, and In La.tin, and in Greek. 
The chief priesls of the Jews therefore said lo Pilate, Write not, The King of the 
Jews; but, that he said, I a.m King of the Jews. Pilate answered, What I have 
written I have written. 

The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified Jesus, took his gannente, and 23 
ma~e four parts, to every soldier a part; and also the coat: now the coat was wllh-
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24 out seam, woven from the top throughout. They sai<l therefore one to another, 
Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be 
fulfilled, which saith, 

They parted my garments among them, 
And itpon my vesture did they cast lots. 

25These things therefore the soldiers did. But there were standing by the cross of 
Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Mag
dalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom 
he loved, he saith unto his mother, "Woman, behold thy son!" Then saith he Lo 
the disciple, " Behold, thy mother! " An<l from that hour the disciple took her unto 
his own home. 

28 After this Jesus, knowing that all things are now finished, that the scripture 
might be accomplished, saith, I thirst. There was set there a vessel full of vinegar: 
so they put a sponge full of the vinegar upon hyssop, and brought it to his mouth. 
When Jesus therefore had recciwd the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowe<l 
his head, and gave up his sjJirit. 

31 The Jews therefore, because it was the Preparation, that the bodies should not 
remain on the cross upon the sabbath (for the day of that sabbath was a high day), 
asked of Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 
The soldiers therefore came, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which 
was crucified with him: but when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead 
already, they brake not.his legs: howbeit one of the soldiers with a spear pierced hi:; 
side, and straightway there came out blood and waler. 

35 And he that hath seen hath borne witness, and his witness is true: and he know-
cth that he saith true, that ye also may believe. For these things came to pass, 
that the scripture might be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again 
another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced. 

38 And after these things Joseph of Arimathrea, being a disciple of Jesus, but se-
cretly for fear of the Jews, asked of Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: 
and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took away his body. And 
there came also Nicodemus, he who at the first came to him by night, bringing a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound weight. So they took the 
body of Jesus, and bound it in linen clo1h3 with the spices, as the custom of the 

4 1 Jews is lo bury. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and 
in the garden a new tomb wherein was never man yet laid. There then because of 
the Jews' Preparation (for the tomb was nigh al hand) they laid Jesus. 

iii. The Resurrection Signs 

20 Now on the first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, while it was yet 
dark, unto the tomb, and sceth the stone taken away from th~ tomb. She runneth 
therefore, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus lo\'cd, 
and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know 
not where they have laid him. Peter therefore went forLh, and the other disciple, 

4 and they went toward the tomb. And they ran both together: and the other disciple 
outran Peter, and came first to the tomb; and stooping and looking in, he seeth the 
linen cloths lying; yet entered he not in. Simon Peter therefore also cometh, fol
l0wiTJg him, and entered into the tomb; and he beholdeth the linen cloths lying, and 
the napkin, that was upon his head, not lying with the linen cloths, but rolled up in 

Ba place by itself. Then entered in therefore the other disciple also, which came first 
lo the tomb, and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that 
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he must rise again from the dead. So the disciples went away again unto their own 
home. 

But Mary was standing without at the tomb weeping: so, as she wept, she stooped 11 

and looked into the tomb; and she beholdcth two angels in while sitting, one at the 
head, and one at the feel, where the body of Jesus ha.cl lain. And they say unto her, 
'\\"oman, why weepest thou?' She saith unto them, 'Because they have taken away 
111\· Lord, and I know not where they haw laid him.' When she had thus said, she q 
turned herself hack, and beholdeth Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 
Jesus 5aith unto her, "Woman, why wecpcst thou? whom scekest thou?" She, 
~upposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, ' Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, 
tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will tak~ him away.' Jesus ·saith unto her, 16 
":\Iarv.'' She turneth herself, and saith unto him in Hebrew, 'Rabboni;' which 
is to s·ay, ::\Jaster. J cs us saith to her, "Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended 
unto the father: but g" unto my brethren, and say to them, I ascend unto my Father 
ang your Father. and my God and your God." Mary Magdalene cometh and telleth 
the di,ciplc,, I haYe seen the Lord; and how that he had said these things unto her. 

When therc·fore it was evening, on that day, the first day of the week, and when 19 
the doors ,,·ere odrnt where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
sl"od in the midst, and saith unto them, "Peace be unto you." And when he had 
><tid thi>, ht' shc\\·cd unto them his hands and his side. The disciples therefore were 
glad, ,,·hen they saw the Lord. Jesus therefore said to them again, "Peace be unto 21 

you: a,; 1he Father hath sent me, even so send I you." And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them, and saith unto them, "Recei\·e ye the Holy Ghost: whose 
soc\'er sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto them; whose soever sins ye retain, they 
are retained." But Thom<i;s, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus ramc. The other disciples therefore said unto him, 'We have seen the 25 
Lorcl.' But he said unto them, 'Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my linger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.' . .\nd after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them. Je>US come1h, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace 
be unto you." Then saith he to Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger, and see my 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and put it into my side: and be not faithless, but 
believing.'' Thomas answered and said unto him, '::\ly Lord and my God.' Jesus 29 
saith unto him, "Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed arc they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed.'' 

* ::\Jany other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are 30 
not written in this book: but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his name. 

EPILOGUE 

A PERSONAL RE::\!INISCENCE 

After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of 21 
Tiherias; "dnd he manifested himself on this wise. There were together Simon Peter, 
and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of 
Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. 
They say unto him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and entered into the 
boa1; and that night they took nothing. . But when day was now breaking, Jesus 4 
st·cod on the beach: howbeit the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus there· 
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fore saith unto them," Children, have ye aught to eat?'' They answered him,' No.' 
6 And he said unto them," Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and ye shall find." 

They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 
That disciple therefore whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, 'It is the Lord.' So whc11 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his coat about him (for he wa~ naked), 

8 and cast himself into the sea. But the other disciples came in the little boat (for ther 
were not far from the land, but about two hundred cubits off), dragging the net fufl 
of fishes. So when they got out upon the land, they see a fire of coals there, and fish 
laid thereon, and bread. Jesus saith unto them, "Bring of the fish which ye have 

rr now taken.'' Simon Peter therefore went up, and drew the net to land, full of gre;Ll 
fishes, a hundred and fifty and three: and fol' all there were so many, the net was 
not rent. Jesus saith unto them, "Come and break your· fast.'' And none of the 
disciples durst inquire of hitn, Who att thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 
Jesus cometh, and taketh the bread, and giveth them, and the fish likewise. This is 
now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after that he w~~ 
risen from the dead. 

15 So when they had broken their fast, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, " Simon, son of 
John, lovest thou me more than these?" 

He 3aith unt:i him, 'Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.' 
He saith unto him, "Feed my lambs.'' 

16 He saith to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, lovest thou me?" 
He saith unto him, 'Yea, Lord, thou knowest that I love thee.' 
He saith unto him, "Tend my sheep.'' 
He saith unto him the third time, "Simon, son of John, loves! thou me?" 
Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Loves! thou me? 

And he said unto him, 'Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I lo,·e thee.' 
18 Jesus saith unto him, "Feed my sheep. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When 

thou wast young, thot1 girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but 
when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, 
and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.'' 

Now this he spake, signifying by what manner of death he should glorify God. 
And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, " Follow me.'' 

20 Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also 
leaned back on his breast at the supper, and said, Lord, who is he that betrayeth 
thee? Peter therefore seeing him saith to Jesus,' Lord, and what shall this man do?' 
Je~us saith unto him, "If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow 
thou me." 

23 This saying therefore went forth among the brethren, that that disciple should not 
die: yet Jesus said not unto him, that he should not die; but, If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? * 

25 And there are also many other things which.Jesus did, the which if they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even the world itself would not contai;; the books 
that should be written. 

*This is the disciple which bcareth witness of these things, and wrote these things: and we 
know that his witness is true. 
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PROLOGUE 

WORDS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

John: To the Seven Churches which are in Asia: Grace to you atid peace, 4 
from him which is and whidi was and which is lo come; atid from the 
S1'1'CH Spirits which are before lzis throne; and from Jesus Christ, who is 
the faith/id witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 
the earth. Unto him that /m:eth us, and loosed us from our sins by his 
blood; and lte made us to be a kingdom, to be priests unto his God and Father: 
to him be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Behold, he cometh with the clouds; 
And every eye shall sec him, 
And they which pierced him; 
And all the tribes of the earth shall mourn over him. 

Even so. Amen. 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord God, 
Which is, 
And which was, 
And which is lo come, 

The Almighty. 

I John, your brother and partaker with you in the tribulation and kingdom and 9 
patience which are in Jesus, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard 
behind me a great rnicc, as of a trumpet saying: What thou scest, write in a book, 
and send it lo the sewn churches; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Per
gamum, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Lao
dicea. And I turned to see the rnicc which spake with me. And ha,·ing turned, I 12 

saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst of the candlesticks one like unto a 
son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about at the breasts 
with a golden girdle. And his head and his hair were white as white wool, white as 
snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; and his feet"likc unto burnished brass, 
as if it had been refined in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters. And 16 
he had in his right hand seven stars; and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp two
cdgcd sword; and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. And when 
I saw him I fell at his fee•. as one dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying: 
Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the Living One; and I was dead, and behold, 
I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. \\'rite, there- 19 
fore, the things which thou sawest, and the things which are, and Lhe things which 
shall come to pass hereafter; the mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in 
my right hand, and the seven golden .candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels 
of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks are seven churches. 

To the Angel of the Church in Ephesus Write: 2 
!hese th_ings saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, he that walketh 
m the midst of the seven golden candlesticks: 

I know thy works, and thy toil and patience, and that thou canst not bear evil 
men, and didst try them which call themselves apostles, and they are not, and 
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didst find them false; and thou hast patience, and didst bearfor my name's sake, 
and hast not grown weary. Bl!t l have this against thee, that thou didst leave 

S thy first love. Remember, therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the first works; or else I come to thee, and will move thy candlestick out 
of its place, except thou repent. But this thou hast, that thou halest the works 
of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. To him that 
overcometh, to him wlll I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of 
God. 

And to the Angel of the Church in Smyrna Write: 

These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and lived again: 
I know thy tribl.ll:i.tion, and thy poverty (but thou art rich), and the blas

phemy of them which say they arc Jews, and they arc not, but are a synagogue 
10 of Satan. Fear not the things which thou art about to suffer: behold, the de1·il 

is about lo casl some of you into prison, thal ye may be tried; and ye shall ha1·c 
tribulation ten days. Be thou faithfol unto death, and I will give thee the 
crown of life. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. He that 
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. 

12 And to the Angel of the Church in Pergamum Write: 

These things saith he that hath the sharp two-edged sword: 
I know where thou dwellest, even where Satan's throne is: and thou holdcst 

fast my name, and didst not deny my faith, even in the days of Antipas my 
witness, my faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwcllclh. 
But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there some that hold 
the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumblingblock before the 
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit fornication. 

t5 So hast thou also some that hold the leaching of the Nicolaitans in like manner. 
Repent therefore; or else I come to thee quickly, and I will make war against 
them with the sword of my mouth. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith lo the churches. To him that 
overcometh, to him will I give of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 
stone, and upon the stone a new name written, which no one knoweth but he that 
receiveth it. 

18 And to the Ani;cl a/ the Church in Tliyatira Write: 
These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like a flame of fire, and his 
feet are like unto burnished brass: 

I know thy works, and thy love and faith and ministry and patience, and 
that thy last works are more than the first. But I have this against thee, that 
thou sufferesl the woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess; and she 

'teacheth and seduceth my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things 
2 1 sacrificed to idols. And I gave her time that she should repent; and she willeth 

not to repent of h'.lr fo1'11ication. Behold, I do cast her into a bed, and them that 
commit adultery with her into great tribuiation, except they repent of her works. 
And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I 
am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto each one of 
you according to your works. But to yol.l I say, to the rest that are in Thyatira, 
as many as have not this teaching, which know not the deep things of Satan, as 

25 they say; I cast upon yoµ none other burden. Bowbeit that which ye have, 
hold fast till l come. 



Revelation 

And he th1tt ovcrcomcth, and he th1tt keepeth my works unto the end, to him 
will I give authority over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the 
wssels of the potter are broken to shivers; as I also have received of my Father: and 
I \\'ill give him the morning star. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith to the churches. 

And to the Angel of the Church in Sardis Write: 3 

These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven.stars: 
I kno\\' thy \\'arks, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and thou art dead. 

Be thou \\'atchful, and stablish the things that retnain, which were ready to die: 
for I ha Ye found no works of thine fulfilled before my God. Remember there
fore ho\\' thou hast received and didst hear; and keep it, and repent. If there
fore thou shalt not watch, I will come as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee. But thou hast a few names in Sardis which did not 4 
defile their garments: and they shall walk with me in white; for they are worthy. 

He that oYcrcometh shall Lhus be arrayed in white garments; and I will in no wise 
blot his name out of the book of !if<!, and I will confess his narne before my Father, 
and before his angels. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to 
the churches. 

And to the Angel of the Church in Philadelphia Write: 7 

These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he 
that opcneth, and none· shall shut, and that shutteth, and none openeth: 

I know thy works (behold, I have set before thee a door opened, which none 
can shut!, that thou hast a little power, 1tnd didst keep my word, and didst not 
deny my name: Behold, I gi\·c of the synagogue of Satan, of them which say 
they arc Jc·\\', an<l they arc not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come 
an<l wor,;hip before thy feet, and to know that I ha\·e loved thee. Because thou 10 

didst keep the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of trial, 
that hour \\·hich is to corne upon the whole wotld, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth. I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, that no one take 
thy crown. 

He that overcomcth, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and he 12 

shall go out thence no more: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and 
the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my God, and mine own new name. He that hath an car, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith to the churches. 

And to the Angel of the Church in Laodicea Write: 14 

Thes~ things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the 
creation of God: 

· 1 know thy works, that thou art neither col<l nor hot: I would thou wert 
cold or hot. So because thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will 
spew thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and have goHen 17 
riches, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art the wretched 
one and miserable and poor and blind and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me 
gold refined by fire, that thou mayest become rich; and white garments, that 
thou mayest clothe thyself, and that the shame of thy nakedness be not made 
manifest; and eycsalve to anoint thine eyes, that thou rnayest see. As many 
as I love, I reprove and chasten: be zealous there[ore, and repent. Behold, 20 

I ~land at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with hitn, and he with me. 
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He that overcometh, I will give to him lo sit down with me in my throne, as I also 
overcame, and sat down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. 

I 

THE SEALED BOOK AND THE LAMB 

4 After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the first voice 
which I heard, a voice as of a trumpet speaking with me, one saying, 'Come up hither, 
'and I will shew thee the things which must come to pass hereafter.' 

Straightway I was in the Spirit: and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, 
3 and one silting upon the throne; and he that sat was lo look upon like a jasper stone 

Th Th and a sardioo: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, like 
e rone an emerald lo look upon.· And round about the throne were four and 

twenty thrones: and upon the thrones I saw four and twenty ciders sitting, 
arrayed in white garments; and on their heads crowns of gold. And out of the 
throne proceed lightnings and voices and thunders. And there were seven lamps 

6of fire burning before the throne, which arc the seven Spirits of Goel; and before 
the throne, as it were a glassy sea like unto crystal; and in the midst of the throne, 
and round about the throne, four living creatures full of eyes before and behind. 
And the first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the 
third creature had a face as of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying 

8 eagle. And the four living creatures, having each one of them six wings, arc full 
of eyes round about and within: and they have no rest day and .night, saying, 

3!101).!, 1)0!11, l)ol).!: 
l1t:i)r 1!.orlJ l'ilolJ, llrlJr <almiglJIJ!; 

Mll)irfj \Das anlJ IDl)idJ is anlJ bll)idJ is to rnme. 

9 And when the Jiving creatures shall give glory and honour and thanks to him that 
sitleth on the throne, to him that liveth for ever and ever, the four and twenty ciders 
shall fall down before him that sitteth on the throne, and shall worship him that liveth 
for ever and ever, and shall cast their crowns before the throne, saying, ' Worthy art 
'thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the glory and the honour and the power: 
'for thou didst create all things, and because of thy will they were, and were created.' 

5 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within 
and on the back, close sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaim

ing with a great voice, ' Who is worthy lo open the book, and to loose 
~~~~ealed 'the seals thereof?' And no one in the heaven, or on the earth, or 

under the earth, was able to open the book, or to look thereon. And I 
wept much, because no one was found worthy to open the book, or to look thereon: 
an.d 0ne of the elders saith unto me, 'Weep not: behold, the Lion that is of the tribe 
'of Judah, the Root of David, hath overcome, to open the book and the seven seals 
'thereof.' 

6 And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the 
midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, having se\'en horns, 
Th L b and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent forth into all the 

e am earth. And he came, and he taketh it out of the right hand of him 
that sat on the throne. And when he had taken the book, the four living creatures 
and the four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having each one a 
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harp, and goldl'll I.Jowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
And they sing a new song, saying, ' Worthy art thou to take the book, and to open 9 
'the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and didst purchase unto God with thy blood 
'men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, and madest them to be 
'unto our God a kingdom and priests; and they reign upon the earth.' And I saw, 
and I heard a \'Oirc of many angels round al.Jou! the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thou,;ancl, :tnd thou,;ands of thousands; saying with a great mice, 'Worthy is 12 

'the Lamb that hath Leen slain to receive the power, and riches, and wisdom, 
'af'.d might, and honour, and glory, and blessing.' And every created thing which 
is in the hcawn, and on the earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and 
all things that are in them, heard I saying, 'Unto him that sitteth on the throne, 
•and unto the Lamh, he the blessing, and the honour, and the glory, and the 
•dominion, for ever and ever.' And the four Ji,·ing creatures said, Amen. And 
the elders fell down and worshipped. 

II 

THE POWERS OF JUDGK\IENT 

i. Powers of Judgement: Captivity 

And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of 6 
the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, Come. And I saw, and 
behold, a white horse, and he that sat thereon had a bow; and there was given 
unto him a Cro\\·n: and he came forth conquering, and to conquer. 

ii. War 

And when he opened lhe second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, 3 
Come. ..\nd another horse came forth, a red horse: and to him that sat thereon 
it was given to take peace from the earth, and that they should slay one another: 
and there was gi1·en unto him a great sword. 

iii. Famine 

And when he opened the third seal, l heard the third livinl': creature sayinJ':, Come. S 
And I '<tll', and behold, a black horse; and he that sat thereon had a balance in 
hi,; hand. :\nd I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four living creatures 
saying, 'A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny: 
'and lhc oil and the wine hurt thou not.' 

iv. Death 

And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature 7 
saying, Come. And I saw, and behold, a pale horse: and he that sat upon him, 
his name was Death; and Hades followed with him. And there was l':iven unto 
them authority over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with famine, 
and with death, and by the wild beasts of the earth. 

v. A Cry for Judgement 
And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of them 9 

that had been slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 
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and they cried with a great voice, saying, ' How long, 0 Master, the holy and 
'true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?' 

rr And there was given them to each one a white tube; and it was said unto them, 
that they should rest yet for a little time, until their fellow-servants also and their 
brethren, which should be killed even as they were, should be fulfilled. 

vi. The Day of Wrath Breaking 
12 And I saw when he opened the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and 

the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the whole moon became as blood; 
and the stars of the heaven fell unto the earth, as a fig tree casteth her unripe figs, 
when she is shaken of a great wind. And the heaven was removed as a scroll when 
it is rolled up; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 

15 And the kings of the earth, and the princes, and the chief captains, and the-rich, 
and the strong, and every bondman and freeman, hid themselves in the caves and 
in the rocks of the mountains; and they say to the mountains and lo the rocks, 
' Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sittcth on the throne, and from 
'the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of their wrath is come; and who is able 
'to stand?' 

7 After this I saw four angels standing at the four comers of the earth, holding 
the four winds of the earth, that no wind should blow on the earth, or on the sea, or 

Restraint: 
Sealint: of 
the Samts 

upon any tree. And I saw another angel ascend from the sunrising, 
having the seal of the living God: !ind he cried with a great voice to 
the foui- angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 
saying, 'Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we 

4 'shall have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.' And I hearrl 

6 

8 

the number of them which were scaled, a hundred and forty and four thousand, 
scaled out of every tribe of the children of Israel. 

Of the tribe of Judah were sealed tweh·e thousand: 
Of the tribe of Reuben tweh: thousand: 
Of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand: 
Of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand: 
Of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand: 
Of the tribe of Manasseh tweh·e thousand: 
0 f the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand: 
Of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand: 
Of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand: 
Of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand: 
Of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand: 
Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 

9 After these things I saw, and behold, a great multitude, which no man rnuld 
number, out of every nation, and of all tribes and peoples and tongues, standi11g 
before the throne and before the Lamb, arrayed in white robes, and palms in their 
hands; and they cry with a great voice, saying, 'Salvation unto our God whirh 
'sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb.' And all the angels were standing 
round about the throne, and about the elders and the four living creatures; and they 

12 fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, saying, ' Amen: Blessing, 
' and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, .and honour, and power, and might, 
' be unto our God for cwr and ever. Amen.' And one of the elders answered, 
saying unto me, 'These which ai-e arrayed in the white robes, who are they, and 
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·II' hence came lhey? ' And I say unto him, 'My lord, thou knowest.' And he said 
to me, 'These are they which come out of the great tribulation, and they washed 
• tlll'ir robes, and made tlmn white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 15 
'before the throne oHrtid; and they serve him day and night in his temple: and he 
' that sittelh on the throne shall spread his tabernacle over them. They shall hunger 
'no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor any 
'heat: for the Lamb ll'hich is in the midst of the throne shall be their shepherd, and 
'shall gL;'Jc ~hem unto fountains of waters of life: and God shall wipe away every 
' tear from their eyes.' 

vii. Silence of Expectation 
And when he opened the seventh seal, there followed a silence in heaven about e 

thP spa~e of half an hour. And I saw the seven angels which stand before God; 
and there were given unto them seven trumpets. And another angel came and 
stot1d over the altar, having a' golden censer; and there was given unto him 
much incense, thal he should add it unto the prayers of all the saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with 4 
the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand. 

III 

THE SEVEN TRUMPETS 

JUDGEMENT AND THE MYSTERY OF PROPHECY 

And the angel taketh the censer; and he filled it ll'ith the fire of the altar, and cast !J 
it upon the earth: and there followed thunders, and voices, and lightnings, and an 
earthquake. :\nd the se\"cn angels '>l·hich had the seven trumpets prepared them
scl\"es lo sound. 

i. Judgement from Above: On Earth 
And the first sounded, and there followed hail and fire, mingled with blood, 7 

and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of the earth was burnt up, and 
the third parl of the trees was burnt up, a;1d all green grass was burnt up. 

ii. On Sea 
And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire 8 

was rasl into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; and there died 
the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, even they that had life; and 
the third part of the s~ips was destroyed. • . 

iii. On Rivers and Founts 
And the third angel sounded, and there fell from heaven a great star, burning as ro 

a torch, arid it fell upon the third part of the ri\'ers, and upon the fountains of the 
-,.;,.tcrs; and the name of· the star is called Wormwood: and the third part 
of the waters. became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they 
were made bllter. 

iv. On Sun and Stars 
And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and ,. 

the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; that Lhe third part of 
ti.em should be darkened, and the day should not shine for the third part of it. 
and the night in like manner. ' 
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13 And I saw, and I heard an eagle, flying in mid heaven, saying with a great voice, 
' \Voe, woe, woe, for them that dwell on the earth, by reason of the other voices 
'of the trumpet of the three angels, who are yet to sound.' · 

v. Judgement from Beneath 

9 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven fallen unto the earth: 
and there was given to him the key of the pit of the abyss. And he opened the 
pit of the abyss; and there went up a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a 
great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of thP 
pit. And out of the smoke came forth locusts upon the earth; and power wa, 

4 given them, as the scorpions of tlw earth have power. And it was said untc them 
that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither 
any tree, but only such men as have not the seal of God on their foreheads. And il 
was given them that they should not kill them, but tliat they should be tormented JiH· 
months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when it striketh a 
man. And in those clays men shall seek death, and shall in no wise find it; and 

7 lhey shall desire to die, and death llceth from them. And the shapes of the locusts 
were like unto horses prepared for war; and upon their heads as it were crowns like 
unto gold, and their faces were as men's faces. And they had hair as the hair of 
women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as il 
were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots, 
of many horses rushing to war. And they have tails like unto scorpions, and stings; 

n and in their tails is their power to hurt men five months. They have over them 
as king the angel of the abyss: his name in Hebrew is Abacldon, and in the 
Greek tongue he hath the name Apollyon. 

The first Woe is past: behold, there come yet two Woes hereafter. 

vi. Judgement from Euphrates to the Four Winds 

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the horns of the golden 
altar which is before God, one saying to the sixth angel, which had the trumpi·l, 
'Loose the four angels which arc bound at the great river Euphrates.' And the 
four angels were loosed, which had been prepared for the hour and clay and month 

16 and year, that they should kill the third part of men. And the number of thl' 
armies of the horsemen was twice ten thousand times ten thousand: I heard the 
number of them. And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on 
them, having t:eastplates as of fire and of hyacinth and of brimstone: and the 
heads of the horses are as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths proceedelh 

18 fire and smoke and brimstone. By th~se three plagues was the third part of 
men killed, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone, which prnceeded out of 
their mouths. For the power of the horses is in their mouth, and in their tails: 
for their tails are like unto serpents, and have heads; and with them they do hurt. 

20 And the rest of mankind, which were not killed with these plagues, repented not .,f 
the works of their hands, that they should not worship .devils, and the iclo!s of gold, 
and of silver, and of brass, and of stone, and of wood; which can neither s~c, r:or 
hear, nor walk: and they repented not of their murders, nor of their s2rceries, nor 
of their fornication, nor of their thefts. 

10 And I saw another strong angel coming clown out of heaven, arrayed with a cloud; 
and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as the sun, and his feet as pillars 
of fire; and he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the 
sea, and his left upon the earth; and he cried with a great voice, as a lion roareth: 
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and when he cried, the seven thunders uttered their voices. And when the seven 4 
thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice d 
from heaven saying, 'Seal up the things which the seven thunders i~af::'i:';t 
'uttered, and write. them not.' And the angel which I saw standing 
upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his right hand to heaven, and sware by 6 
him that liwth for ewr and ever, who created the heaven and the things that are 
therein, and the earth and the things that arc therein, and the sea and the things that 
are therein, that there shall be time no longer: but in the days of the voice of the 
sewnth angel, "·hen he is about to sound, then is finished the mystery of God, 
according to the good tidings which he declared to his servants the prophets. 

And the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard it again speaking with me, and B 
saying, 'Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the an11:el that standeth 
'upon the sea and upon the earth.' .-\nd I went unto the angel, saying unto him 
that he should gi\'e me the little book. And he saith unto me, 'Take it, and eat it 
'up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but in thy mouth it shall be sweet as honey.' 
.\nd I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it 
was in my mouth sweet as honey: and when I had eaten it, my belly ~fh~ ~::!~ry 
was made bitll>r. And they say unto me, 'Thou must prophesy again r y 
·over many peoples and nations and tongues and kings.' And there was f.,>iven me a lJ 
rl'l'd like unto a rod: and one said, 'Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the 
'altar, and th.:m that worship therein. And the court which is without the temple 
'leave without, and measure it not; for it hath been given unto the nations: and 
' the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. And I will give 
'unto my two witnesses, and they shal! prophesy a thousand two hundred 
' and threescore davs, clothed in sackcloth.' These are the two olive trees and the 4 
two candlesticks, st~nding before the Lord of the earth. And if any man desireth tci 
hurt them, tire proceedeth out of their mnuth, and devoureth their enemies: and if 
any man shall desire to hurt them, in this manner must he be killed. These have 
the power to shut the heaven, that it rain not during the days of their prophecy: 
and they have power O\'er the waters to tum them into blood, and to smite the earth 
with every plague, as often as they shall desire. And when they shall have finished 7 
their testimony, the beast that cometh up out of the abyss shall make war with 
them, and 01·crcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies lie in the street 
of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their 
Lord was crucilicd. And from among the peoples and tribes and tongues and 
nations do men look u1,on their dead bodies three days and a half, and sulTer not 
thl'ir dear\ liudies to be laid in a tomb. And they that dwell on the earth rejoice 10 

01·cr them, and make merry; and they shall send gifts one to another; because these 
two prophets tormented them that dwell on the earth. And after the three days 
and a half the breath of Ji[e from God entered into them, and they stood upon their 
feet; and great fear fell upon them which beheld them. And they heard a great 
l'oice from hcal'cn saying unto them, Come up hither. And they went up into 
hcawn in the cloud; and their enemies beheld them. And in that hour there was 13 
a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell; and there were killed in the 
earthquake seven thousand persons: and the rest were affrighted, and gave glory to 
the God of heaven. 

The second Woe is past: behold, the third Woe cometh quickly. 

vii. The Mystery of Prophecy unsealed in Christ 

And the seventh angel sounded; and there followed great voices in heaven, and 15 
they said,-
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~fjr kingllom of tfjr ~orllJ is brcomr 
~fjr iltingllom of our 11.-orll, anlJ of f)is (!J:IJrist: 

'!nlJ !!le a~all rrign for elm anll rim. 

16 And the four and twenty elders, which sit before God on their thrones, fell upon their 
faces, and worshipped God, saying,' We give thee thanks, 0 Lord God, the Almighty, 
'which art and which wast; because thou hast taken thy great power, and did,;t 
' reign. And the nations were wroth, and thy wrath came, and the time of the dead 
'to be ]Li_ged, and the time to give their reward to thy servants the prophets, and 
' to the samts, and to them that fear thy name, the small and the great; and to 
'destroy them that destroy the earth.' 

IV 

SALVATION 

THE KINGDOM OF THE WORLD BECOMING 'J;'HE KINGDOM OF 
CHR.IST 

19 And there was opened the temple of God that is in heaven; and there was seen 
in his temple the ark of his covenant; and there followed lightnings, and voices, and 
thunders, and an earthquake, and great hail. 

i. The Woman with child and the Dragon 
12 And a great sign was seen in heaven; a woman arrayed with the sun, and the 

moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; and she was with 
child: and she crieth out, travailing in birth, and in pain to be delivered. And there· 
was seen another sign in heaven; and behold, a great red dragon, having seven 

4 heads and ten horns, and upon his heads sc\·en diadems. And his tail drawcth 
the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the drag"" 
stood before the woman which was about to be delivered, that when she was delivered, 
he might devour her child. And she was delivered of a son, a man child, who is 
to rule all the nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, 

6 and unto his throne. And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a 
place prepared of God, that there they may nourish her a thousand two hundred 
and threescore days. 

ii. War in Heaven: Michael and the Dragon 
7 A:id ther~ was war in heaven: Michael and his angels going forth to war with 

the dragon: and the dragon warred and his angels; and they prevailed not, neither 
was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast down, 
the old serpent, he that is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the wholi
wor!d; he was cast down to the earth, and his angels were cast down with him. 

ro And I heard a great voice in heaven, saying, 'Now is come the salvation, and th<" 
' power, and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ: for the 
' accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accuseth them before our God day and 
'night. And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because 

12 'of the word of their testimony; and they loved not their life even unto death. There
' fore rejoice, 0 heavens, and ye that dwell in them. \\'oe for the earth and for the 
•sea: because the devil is gone down unto you, having great wrath, knowing that he 
' hath but a short time.' 



Revelation 

iii. Temptation on Earth: the Woman and the Dragon 

And when the dragon saw that he was cast down to the earth, he persecuted the r3 
woman which brought forth the man child. And there were given to the woman the 
two wings of the i;rcat eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness unto her place, 
·\"here she is nourishc<l for a time, and times, and half a time, from the .face of the 
serpent. ,\nd tlw serpent cast out of his mouth after the woman water as a river, 
that he might cause her to be carried away by the stream. And the earth helped 16 
the \\·oman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the river which 
the dragon cast out of his mouth. And the dragon waxed wroth with the woman, 
and went uway to make war with the rest of her seed, which keep the command
ments of God, and hold the testimony of Jesus: and he stood upon the sand of ld 
the sea. 

iv. The Beast warring with the Saints 
And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, 

an<l on his horns ten diadems, and upon his heads names of blasphemy. And the 2 

beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, 
and his moud1 as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon ga,·e him his power, and 
his throne, ancl great authority. ..\nd I saw one of his heads as though it had 
hcen smiLLcn unto death; and his death-stroke was healed: and the whole earth 
tl"onclcrccl after the L.east; and they \\"Orshippe<l the dragon, because he gave his 4 
authority unto the L.cast; and they \\'Orshipped the beast, saying, 'Who is like 
'unto the beasl? and who is able lo war with him?' and Lhere was given to him a 
mouth speaking great thinp:s and blasphemies; and there was given to him authority to 
continue forty and [\\·o months. And he opened his mouth for blasphemies against 
Goel, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, e\·en them that dwell in the heaven. 
And it was gi1·cn lllll'' him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and 7 
there was given to him authority o\·er ewry tribe and people and tongue and nation. 
:\nd all that <hell on the earlh shall worship him, every one whose name hath not been 
written in the Gook oi life of the Lamb that hath been slain from the foundation of 
the world. 

I/ any man hath an ear, let him hear: 
l/ any man leadeth into captivity, 

Into capth-ity he goeth; 
I/ any man shall kill with the sword, 

With tlte sword must he be killed. 
Here is the patieuce and tlte faith of the saints. 

v. The Beast-like Prophet of the Beast 

9 

And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like rr 
unto a lamb, an<l he spake as a dra[!;on. And he exerciseth all the authority of the 
fir;t beast in his sight. And he rnaketh the earth and them that dwell therein to 
worship the first L.east, whose death-stroke was healed. And he doeth great signs, 
that he should even make lire to come down out of heaven upon the earth in the 
sight of men. And he dcceivcth them Lhat dwell on the earth by reason of the signs r4 
which it was [!;iven him to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on 
the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, who hath the stroke of the 
sword, and lived. And it was given unto him to give breath to it, even to the image 
of the heast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as manr. 
as should not worship the image of the beast shm1ld bt: ki!kd. And he causeth al , r6 
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the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free and the bond, that 
17 there be given them a mark on their right hand, or upon their forehead; and that no 

man should be able to buy or to sell, save he that hath the mark, even the name of 
the beast or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. He that hath understand
ing, let him count the number of the beast; for it is the number of a man: and his 
number is Six hundred and sixty and six. 

vi. Followers of the Lamb arrayed for War 

14 And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on the mount Zion, and with him a 
hundred and forty and four thousand, having his name, and the name of his Father, 
written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many 
waters, and· as the voice of a great thunder: and the voice which I heard was 
as the voice of harpers harping with their harps; and they sing as it were a new 
song before the throne, and before the four living creatures and the ciders: and no 
man could learn the song save the hundred and forty and four thousand, even 
they that had been purchased out of the earth. These are they which were not 

4defiled with women; for they are virgins. These arc they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth. These were purchased from among men, to be the first
fruits unto God and unto the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no lie: they 
are without blemish. 

6 And I saw another angel flying in mid heaven, having an eternal gospel to pro-
claim unto them that dwell on the earth, and unto every nation and tribe and tongue 
and people; and he saith with a great voice, 'Fear God

1 
and give him glory; for 

'the hour of his judgement is come: and worship him that made the heaven 
'and the earth and sea and fountains of waters.' 

s And another, a second angel, followed, saying,' Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, 
' which hath made all the nations to drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.' 

9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a great voice, 'If any man 
'worshippeth the beast and his image, and receiveth a mark on his forehead, or upon 
' his hand, he also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is prepared 
'unmixed in the cup of his anger; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimston•· 
'in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: and the smoke 
'of their torment goeth up for ever and ever; and they have no rest day and night, 
' they that worship the beast and his image, and whoso receiveth the mark of his name.' 

12 Here is the patience of the saints, they that keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, Write: 

Blessed are the dead which die in the L(j]"d: 
From henceforth, yea, saith the Spirit, 

That they may rest from their labours; 
F(j]" their works follow with them. 

vii. Harvest of Judgement and Salvation 
14 And I saw, and behold, a white cloud; and on the cloud I saw one sitting like unto 

a son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 
And another angel came out from the temple, crying with a great voice to him 
that sat on the cloud, ' Send forth thy sickle, and reap : for the hour to reap 
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' is come; for the han·est of the earth is o\·cr-ripe.' And he that sat on the cloud 
cast his sickle upon the earth; and the earth was reaped. 

And another angel came out from the temple which is in heaven, he also having a 17 
3harp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, he that hath power over 
ire; and he called with a great voice to him that ha<l the sharp sickle, saying,' Send 
'forth thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes 
'are fully ripe.' And the angel cast his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vintage 19 
of the earth, and cast it into the winepress, the great winepress, of the wrath of God . 
. \nd the wincpress was trodden without the city, and there came out blood from 
1he winepress, e\·en unto the bridles of the horses, as far as a thousand and six hundred 
furlong-s. 

And I saw another si!(l1 in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having 15 
snen plagues, which arc the last, for in them is finished the wrath of God. 

And I saw as it were a glassy sea mingled with fire; and them that come victorious 
from the beast, and from his image, and from the number of his name, standing 
by the glassy sea, having harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses the servant 3 
of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: 

Song of Moses and the Lamb 

Great and man·ellous arc thy works, 0 Lord God, the Almighty; 
Righteous and true are thy ways, thou King of the ages. 

Who shall not fear, 0 Lord, 4 
And glorify thy name? 
For thou only art holy: 

For all the nations shall come and worship before thee; 
For thy righteous acts have been made manifest. 

v 

THE SEVEN GOLDEN BOWLS 

JUDGEl\IENT CONSUl\fMATED AND THE MYSTERY Ol" BABYLON 

And after these things I saw, and the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony 5 
in heaven was opened: and there came out from the temple the seven angels that had 
the seven plagues, arrayed with precious stone, pure and bright, and girt about their 
brea3ts with golckn girdles. And one of the four li\·ing creatures gave unto the seven 7 
angels se\"ell g11ldcn bowls full of the wrath of God, who liYeth for ever and ever . 
.\nd the tempi" was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; 
n<l none was alile to enter into the temple, till the scYen plagues of the seven angels 

;hould be finished. 
And I heard a great voice out of the temple, saying to the seven angels, Go ye, and 16 

pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of God into the earth. 

i. Judgement from Above: On Earth 
And the first went, and poured out his bowl into the earth; and it became a 2 

noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and 
which worshipped his image. 
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ii. On Sea 

3 And the second poured out his bowl into the sea; and it became blood as of 
a dead man; and every living soul died, even the things that were in the sea. 

iii. On Rivers and Fountains 
4 And the third poured out his bowl into the rivers and the fountains of the waters; 

and it became blood. And I heard the angel of the waters saying, 'Righteous 
' art thou, which art and which wast, thou Holy One, because thou didst thu.> 
'judge: for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and blood hast thou 
'given them to drink: they are worthy.' And I heard the altar saying, ' Y ::1 
'0 Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgements.' 

iv. On the Sun 
s And the fourth poured out his bowl upon the sun; and it was given unto it to 

scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat: and they blasphemed 
the name of the God which hath the power over these plagues; and they repente<l 
not to give him glory. 

v. Judgement from Beneath 
10 And the fifth poured out his bowl upon the t~rone of the beast; and his kingdom 

was darkened; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and they blasphemed the God 
of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they repented not of their 
works. 

vi. Judgement at Euphrates 
12 And the sixth poured out his bowl upon the great river, the river Euphrates; 

15 

and the water thereof was dried up, that the way might be made ready for the kings 
that come from the sunrising. And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon, 
and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three 
unclean spirits, as it were frogs: for they are spirits of devils, working signs; which 
go forth unto the kings of the whole world, to gather them together unto the war 
of the great day of God, the Almighty. 

Behold, I come as a thief. 
Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, 
Lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 

And they gathered them together into the place which is called in Hebrew Har
Magedon. 

vii. Judgement Finished 
17 And the seventh poured out his bowl upon the air; and there came forth a great 

voice out of the temple, from the throne, saying, It is done: and there were lightning,;, 
and voices, and thunders; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since 
there were men upon the earth, so great an earthquake, so mighty. And the ::;real 
city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and Babylon the 
great was remembered in the sight of God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the 

20 fierceness of his wrath. And every island fled away, and the motintains were not 
found. And great hail, every stone about the weight of a talent, cometh down 
out of heaven upon men: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the 
hail; for the plague thereof is exceeding great. 
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And there came one of the seven angels that had the seyen bowls, and spake with 17 
me, saying, 'Come hither, I will shew thee the judgement of. the great harlot that 
'sitteth upon many waters; with whom the kings of the earth com-
' milted fornication, and they that dwell in lhe earth were made drunken :Yb~jry of 
'with the wine of her fornication.' And he carried me away in the a on 
Spirit into a wildcrnc,s: and I saw a woman sitting upon a scarlet-coloured heast, 
full of names oi blasphemy, having seYen heads and ten horns. And the woman was 4 
arrayed in purple and scarlet, and decked with gold and precious stone and pearls, 
ha Ying in her hand a golden cup full of abominations, even the unclean things of her 
fornication, and upon her forehead a name written, -

MYSTERY 
BABYLON THE GREAT 

THE MOTHER OF nm HARLOTS 
AND OF THE ADO~IINATIONS OF THE EARTH 

And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 6 
martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I wondered with a great wonder. And 
the angel said unto me, 'Wherefore didst thou wonder? I will tell thee the mystery 
'uf the woman, and of lhe beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and the 
'ten horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and is about to come up B 
'out of the abyss, and to go into perdition. And they that dwell on the earth shall 
' wonder, they whose name hath not been written in the book of life from the founda-
' Lion of the world, when they behold the beast, how that he was, and is not, and shall 
'come. Here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mount- 9 
'ains, on which the woman silteth: and they are seven kings; the five are fallen, 
'the one is, the oiher is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a little 
' while. And the beast that was, and is not, is himself also an eighth, and is of the 
'se,·en; and he goeth into perdition. And the t.cn horns that thou sawest are ten 12 

'kings, which haYc recei\'ed no kingdom as yet; but they receive authority as kings, 
'with the beast, for one hour. These have one mind, and they gi\'C their power and 
'authority unto the beast. These shall war against the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
'<>vercome them, for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings; and they also shall 
'overcome that arc with. him, called and chosen and faithful.' And he saith unto 15 
me, 'The waters which thou sawest, where the harlot sittcth, are peoples, and multi-
' tudes, and nations, and tongues. And the ten horns which thou sawest, and the 
' beast, these shall hate the harlot, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall 
' car hn flesh, and shall burn her utterly with fire. For God did put in their hearts 17 
' tu do his mine!, and to come to one mind, and to give their kingdom unto the beast, 
' unti1 li1e words of God should be accomplished. And the woman whom thou sawest 
'is the great city, which rcigneth over the kings of the earth.' 

f.fter th~se things I saw another angel coming down out of heaven, having great 18 
authc-ity; and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried with a mighty 
mice, saying, 'Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and is become a habitation of 
'devils, and a hold of every unclean spirit, and a hold of every unclean and hateful 
'bird. For by the wine of the wrath of her fornication all the nations are fallen; 
'and the kings of the earth committed fornication with her, and the merchant.!! 
'of the earth waxed rich by the power of her wantonness.' 

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, 'Come forth, my people, out 4 
'of her, that ye have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
'plagues: for her sins have reached even unto heaven, and God hath remembered 
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'her iniquilies. Render unto her even as she rendered, and double unto her the 
'double according to her works: in the cup which she mingled, mingle unto her 

7' double. How much soever she glorified herself, and waxed wanton, so much 
'give her of torment and mourning: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and 
'am no widow, and shall in no wise see mourning. Therefore in one day shall 
'her plagues come, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly 
'burned with fire; for strong is the Lord God which judged her. And the kings 
'of the earth, who committed fornication and lived wantonly with her, shall weep 

10' and wail over her, when they look upon the smoke of her burning, standing afar 
'ofl for the fear of her torment, saying, Woe, woe, the great i:ity, Babylon, the stroni; 
'city! for in one hour is thy judgement come. And the merchants of th: ~arth 
'weep and mourn over her, for no man buyeth their merchandise any mor::: mer
' chandise of gold, and silver, and precious stone, and pearls, and fine linen, and 
'purple, and silk, and scarlet; and all thyine wood, and every vessel of ivory, and 
'every vessel made of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble; 

13' and cinnamon, and spice, and incense, and ointment, and frankincense, and wint>, 
'and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and cattle, and sheep; and merchandise of 
'horses and chariots and slaves; and souls of men. And the fruits which thy soul 
'lusted after are gone from thee, and all things that were dainty and sumptuous are 
'perished from thee, and men shall find them no more at all. The merchants of 
' these things, who were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her 

i6' torment, weeping and mourning; saying, \Voe, woe, the great city, she that was 
' arrayed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, and decked with gold and precious 
' stone and pearl! for in one hour so great riches is made desolate. And every ship
' master, and every one that saileth any whither, and mariners, and as many as 
'gain their living by sea, stood afar ofT, and cried out as they looked upon the smoke 

19' of her burning, saying, What city is like the great city? And they cast dust on 
' their heads, and cried, weeping and mourning, saying, \Voe, woe, the great city, 
'wherein were made rich all that had their ships in the sea by reason of her cost
' liness ! for in one hour is she made desolate. Rejoice over her, thou heaven, anrl 
'ye sainls, and ye apostles, and ye prophets; for God hath judged your judgement 
'on her.' 

21 And a strong angel took up a stone as it were a great millstone, and cast it into 
the sea, saying, 'Thus with a mighty fall shall Babylon, the great city, be cast down, 
'and shall be found no more at all. And the voice of harpers and minstrels and 
'flute-players and trumpeters shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no crafts
' man, of whatsoever craft, shall be found a'1y more at all in thee; and the voice 

23 'of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; and the light of a lamp shall 
'shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride 
' shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the princes of the 
'earth; for with thy sorcery were all the nations deceived. And in her was found 
'the blood of prophels and of saints, and of all that have been slain upon the earth.' 

19 After these things I heard as it were a great voice of a great multitl!cic in heaven, 
saying, 'Hallelujah; Salvation, and glory, and power, belong to o-~·· Goe: for true 
'and righteous are his judgements; for he hath judged the great narlot, which did 
'corrupt the earth with her fornication, and he hath avenged the blood of his ser· 
'vants at her hand.' And a second time they say, 'Hallelujah.' And her smoke 

4 goeth up for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders and the four living 
creatures fell down and worshipped God that sitteth on the throne, saying, 'Amen; 
'Hallelujah.' 
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VI 

THE WORD OF GOD AND THE THRONES OF JUDGEMENT 

.'\nd a voice came forth from the throne, saying, 'Give praise to our God, all ye 5 
'his servants, ye that fear him, the small and the great.' And I heard as it were 
the mice of a ~reat multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunders, saying, 'Hallelujah: for the Lord our God, the Almighty, reign-
' eth. Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us give the glory unto him: 7 
' for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And 
'it was gi,·en unto her that she should array herself in fine linen, bright and pure: 
' for the tine iinen is the righteous acts of the saints.' 

And !tt saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are bidden to the marriage 9 
sup pa oi t!tt Lamb. A11a !te saith unto me, These are true words of God. And 
I Jell down before !tis feet to worship him. And !te saith unto me, See thou do 
it 11ot: I am a fdlow-sen•a11t wit!t thee and with thy brethren that hold the testimony 
of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

i. The Word of God arrayed for War 

And I saw the heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and he that sat 11 

thereon, called, Faithful e.nd True; and in righteousness he doth judge and make 
war. An<l his eyes arc a flame of fire, and upon his head arc many diadems; and 
he hath a name written, which no one knoweth but he himself. And he is arrayed 13 
in a garment sprinkled with blood; and his name is called the.Word of God. 
And the armies which are in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and pure. And out of his mouth proceedeth a sharp sword, that 
with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: 
an<l he treadeth the wincpress c.f the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God. And 16 
he hath on his garment and on his thigh a name written, King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords. 

ii. Birds to the Supper of God 

And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying 17 
to all the birds that fly in mid heaven, 'Come and be gathered together unto the 
'l(reat supper of God; that ye may cat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, 
'and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of them that sit thereon, 
'and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, and small and great.' 

iii. Beast and False Prophet cast into the Lake of Fire 

And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered to- 19 
gether to make war against him that sat upon the horse, and against his army. And 
the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought the signs in his 
sight, wherewith he deceived them that had received the mark of the teast, and 
them that worshipped his image: they twain were cast alive into the lake of fire 
that bumeth with brimstone: and the rest were killed with the sword of him that 21 

sat upon the horse, even the sword which came forth out of his mouth: and all 
the birds were filled with their flesh. 

iv. The Dragon Bound 

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key of the abyss 20 
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, the old serpent, 
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which is the Devil and Satan, and bo11nrl him for a thousand years, and cast 
him into the abyss, and shut it, and sealed it 01·er him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, until the thousand years should be finished: after this he must 
be loosed for a little time. 

v. The First Resurrection 

4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgement was given unto 
them: and I saw the souls of them that had been beheaded for the testimony of 
Jesus, and for the word of God, and such as worshipped not the beast, neither his 
image, and received not the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; 
and they lived, and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest of the dead 
lived not until the thousand years should be finished. 

6 This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in Ilic 
first resurrection: over these the second death hath no power; but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with hint a thousand years. 

vi. War of Gog and Magog 

7 And when the thousand years arc finished, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 
and shall come forth to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, lo gather them together to the war: the number of whom is as 
the sand of the sea. And they went up over the breadth of the earth, and 
compassed the camp 0f the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire' came 

lo down out of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that deceived them was 
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where are also the beast and the false 
prophet; and they shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

vii. Last Judgement : Second Death 
rr And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat upon it, from whose face th1· 

earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And 
I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne; and bouks 
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and th<" 
dead were judged out of the things which were written in the books, according t" 

13 their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and 
Hades gave up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man 
according to treir works. And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, even the lake of fire. And if any was not found written in 
the book of life, he was cast in to the lake of fire. 

VII 

THE LAMB'S BRIDE, THE NEW JERUSALEM 

21 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
are passed away; and the sea is no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorncJ 
!,~i~i~;! for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of the throne saying, 

' Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall dwell with 
'them, and they shall be his peoples, and God himself shall be with them, and be 

4' their God: and he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be 
'no more; neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more: the first 
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' things are passed away.' And he that sitteth on the throne said, ' Behold, ·I make 5 
'all things new.' 

And lie saith, Write: for these words are faithful and true. And he said 
11nlo me, Thev are come to pass. I a.m the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
a11d the e11d. • I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of 
life frrclv. IT e that ovcrcometlt shall inherit these things; and I will be !tis God, 
and lie slrnll be my SOit. But for the fearful, a.nd unbelieving, and abominable, 
and 11111rderas, a11J fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, their part 
shall be in the lake that burnetlt with fire and brimstone; which is the second death. 

And there came one of the seven angel.s who had the seven bowls, who were 9 
laden with the seven last plagues; and he spake with me, saying, 'Come hither, 
' I will shew thee the bride, the wife of the Lamb.' And he carried Th N 
me a.way in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and shewed me Je;:,sa~:m 
the holy city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having 
the glory of Goel: her light was like unto a.stone most prl!{:ious, as it were a jasper 
stone, clear as crystal: having a wall great and high; having twelve gates, and at the 12 

gates twelw angeb; and names written thereon, which are the names of the tweh·c 
tribes of the children of Israel: on the east were three gates; and on the north 
three gales; and on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And 
the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the 
t\\'eh·e apostles of the Lamb. And he that spake with me had for a measure a 15 
golden ree<l to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 
An<l the city lieth foursquare, and the length thereof is as great as the breadth: 
and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs: the length and the 
brea<lth and the height thereof are equal. And he measured the wall thereof, a 
hundre<l and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, 
of an angel. .\n<l the building of the wall thereof .was jasper: and the city wa,; 18 
pure gold, like unto pure glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were a<lomed 
with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, 
sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, 
sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eigthth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, 
chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. And the twelve gates 21 

were twelve pearls; each one of the several gates was of one pearl: and the street 
of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple 
therein: for the Lord God the Almighty, and the Lamb, arc the temple thereof. 
And the city hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine upon it: for the 
glory of God did lighten it, and the lamp thereof is the Lamb. And the nations shall 
walk amidsL the light thereof: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory into 
it. And th~ gates thereof shall in no wise be shut by day (for there shall be no night 25 
there): and they shall bring the glory and the honour of the natior.s into it: and 
there shall in no wise enter into it anything unclean, or he that maketh an abomination 
and a lie: but only they which are written in the Lamb's Look of life. 

And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of 22 
the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the midst of the street thereof. And on this 
side of the river and on that was the tree of life, bearing twelve manner . 
of fruits, yielding its fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were ~;::r0'f0tife 
for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no curse any more: 
and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be therein: and his servants shall do 
him service; and they shall see his face; and his name shall be on their foreheads. 
And there shall be night no more; and they need no light of lainp, neither light of 
sun; for the Lord God she.II give them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. 
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EPILOGUE 

SEVEN LAST WORDS 

6 And he said unto me, These words are faithful and true: and the Lord, the God 
of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things 
which must shortly come to pass. 

* 7 Anci behold, I come quickly. Blessed is he that keepeth the words of the proph-
ecy of this book. 

And! John am he that heard and saw these things. And when! heard and saw, 
I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 
And he saith unto me, See thou do it not: I am a fellow-servant with thee and with 
thy brethren the prophets, and with them which keep the words of this book : wor
ship God. 

•* 
9 And he saith unto me, Seal not up the words of the prophecy of this book; for 

the time is at hand. He that is unrighteous, let him do unrighteousness still: and 
he that is filthy, let him be made filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him do 
righteousness still: and he that is holy, let him be made holy still. Behold, I come 
quickly; and my reward is with me, to render to each man according as his work is. 

* If nm tbc '!lpba enll tbr ®mrga, 
l!I:br first anll tbr last, 

1!rbr beginning enll tbr rnll. 

* 14 Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have the right to come lo 
the tree of life, and may enter in by the gates into the city. Without are the dogs, 
and the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, and 
every one that loveth and maketh a lie. 

* 16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things for the churches. 
I am the root and the offspring of David, the bright, the morning star. 

* 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And he that heareth, let him say, 
Come. And he that is athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take the water of 
life freely. 

18 I testify unto every man /hat heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, 
l f any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto him the plagues which are 
written in this book : and if any man shall take away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and out of 
the holy city, which are written in this book. 

20 He which testifieth these things saith, Yea: I come quickly. Amen : come, 
Lord Jesus. 

'!'he grace of the Lord Jesus be with the saints. A men. 
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OLD TEST AMENT HISTORY 

THE History of the People of Israel as presented by themselves, - this is the 
formula which expresses the spirit of this portion of the Bible. It will be understood 
that this is something different from the History of the People of Israel in another sense 
of the term: according to which their historical books are subjected to analysis, with 
a view to harmonising discrepancies, appraising authorities, filling up gaps from in
dependent sources of information, and by a variety of means arriving at the actual 
facts and their connections. The latter is the function of the historical critic. But 
to appreciate the history of a great people as they themselves understood it 's an in
terest of universal literature. 

It might seem that such a purpose as I have described is easy of attainment; the 
Bible, with historical books extending from Genesis to Chronicles, is in the hands of 
all: they have but to read. To read is easy; but to read with full appreciation is 
made difficult by certain differences in the form in which books are presented to the 
eye in ancient and in modern literatures. The differences, it is true, involve no great 
mystery; they are such as an intelligent reader can correct for himself. But it is also 
true that such mental checking hampers the faculty of appreciation; books under such 
circumstances will be read, but not read with a zest. The constant necessity of men
tally allowing for difference of literary form makes such reading resem hie the use of a 
microscope with an imperfectly adjusted focus; by thinking it is possible to make out 
what the blurred picture should be, but the observer's attention wearies, and all the 
while a turn or two of a wheel would give clear vision. To assist such mental adjust
mel'!t to the form of biblical literature is the aim of the Modern Reader's Bible. 

There are three points in which the historical books of Scripture differ in their 
outward form from modern histories. One relates to the special matter which, in 
any elaborate work of history, is used to supplement the main narrative, and which a 
modern book presents in the form of appendix and notes. Let a reader open a volume 
of Hallam. He will find on successive pages three lines, eight lines, twenty lines, of 
text in bold type, and below double columns of closely printed matter, not to speak of 
an appendix at the end of the chapter. Let the reader imagine such notes and ap· 
pendix i~roduced into the text at their proper places, and printed without distinction 
of type: would any one read such a Hallam who was not compelled? The historical 
books of the Bible abound in such special matter-genealogies, statistics, documents
and in our Bibles there is nothing to separate them from the continuous narrative; 
in one important section, if my analysis is correct, the supplemental matter is thrce
fourths of the whole. I do not so far break with the ordinary arrangement as to use 
the form of notes and appendix: I make it a principle in no case to disturb the order 
of biblical paragraphs. But I have made such distinctions of type as will be impos
sible to mistake; the reader can, if he is intent on the narrative only, pass over the sub
sidiary matter, or he can come to it with the required change in the characte: of 'iis 
attention, and then resume the narrative without break or confusion. 

But the biblical narrative itself is not all of one kind: distinction must be made 
between narrative that is historic and narrative that is epic. To many the term 
'epic' will seem strange in such connection: one reader understands epic as fiction, 
another associates it with a special branch of poetry, of which Homer and Virgil are 
types. Such limitations of the word are survivals from the narrowness of early critics, 
who used the Greek poets as a Procrustean bed to which the variations of other litera
tures were to be adapted. In its essence epic is narrative which appeals - not, as 
history, to our sense of information and the connections of things - but to our crea
tive imagination and the emotions associated with poetry. To such an effect matter 
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of historic fact, just as much as purely imaginary incident, may lend itself; it is a 
question of the mode of presentation. It is true that in Greek and other literatures 
epics are usually found to be in verse. But the great peculiarity of Hebrew among 
the world languages is the fact that it bases its verse system upon a thing which also 
belongs to prose - the parallelism of sentences; in such a language prose and verse 
overlap, and also there is an overlapping between the literary forms which associate 
themselves with prose and verse. It is therefore only what might be expected when 
we find that there is no 1·erse narrative in Scripture, but what of epic there is has the 
outer form of prose. When these misunderstandings are remm·ed, hew is it pQSsible 
to question the epic character of the great episodes which stand out with such distinct
ness from the surrounding history? To my own thinking there is no more ideal ex
ample of epic story anywhere to be found than the account of Joseph and his Brethren, 
with its 1·aried interest of character, of incident, of picture, and of story movement. 
Not less ideal is the Story of the Pla~1es of Egypt: each incident, as it were, hewn 
out of the rock of historic narrative with a few epic strokes of description, while against 
the succession of wonders in the background are ever coming out into greater relief 
the contrasted heroic figures of Pharaoh with the hardening heart and Moses the de
liverer, until the antagonism clashes in the final catastrophe. Ideal again, but of a 
different type of epic, are the strange adventures of David under the persecution of 
Saul; of yet another type, the long-Orawn episode of Absalom's Rebellion. And 
when we have the i(iant figure of Elijah, sole against the organised worship of Baal, 
must the heroism cease lo be epic simply because it is of a spiritual order? The 
counterparts of these stories would in other literatures have been poems, with matter 
invented for literary effect. The Hebrew epics are portions of the national history, 
fitted into their proper place in the narrative; and the elasticity of the Hebrew lan
guage has caused them to be attracted lo the prose form of the surrounding matter. 
The literary appreciation of the Bible will then require a different mental attitude to 
these differcn t kinds of narrative. The slightest warning of the difference will be suffi
cient; and I have done no more than separate the epic stories by a title for each.* 

There is a third point in which Scripture history needs adjustment to the outer 
form of modern books. Even an essay or a sonnet is improved by being presented in 
its true form. History differs from these in being lengthy, and the mental grasp of 
the whole is proportionately more difficult, unless the effort of sustained attention is 
aasisted by indications of plan, of divisions, and connections. The books of the 
Bible from Genesis to Chronicles, would make a work a little longer than that very long 
book entitled Green's Short History of the English People. In the work of Green 
constant assistance is given by the disposition of chapters and sections; only to read 
over the table of contents gives a clue which will carry the reader through the 
intricacies of the whole. How far the original writers or arrangers of biblical history 
were from the thought of such assistance, is well seen in the fact that the titles in the 
Hebrew Bible to the books of the Pentateuch are simply the first words of each. In 
the English Bible the titles of the books, mostly from the Septuagint, are fairly 
descriptive of the matter; but they contain no suggestion of the relation of each to 
the whole, and there is a total absence of larger groupings. In this presentation 
of Scripture then I ha\"e ventured, independently of all other divisions, whether of 
verses, chapters, or books, to arrange in what seem natural and logical sections, and 
indicate by a title the relation of each part to the whole. 

The portion of the Bible devoted to history seems to present a singularly clear 

*It will readily be understood that these two kinds or narrative, so widely separated in some 
cases, in others shade off into one another until a section of a book partakes of the nature of both. 
I have had a reason in my own mind for each classification, and sometimes I have stated the 
rtasrm in the notes. In any case, the •li~htness of the mode adopted to distinguish the two will 
reduce the practical effects ol a wrong classification to a minimum. 
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historic whole; clear, not through a unity of plan laid down by a single writer, but 
through the sheer force of national consciousness animating each annalist or editor, 
however many there might be. It is a history not only clear, but philosophical, re
gard being had in the use of this word t.o the different conception of the philosophy 
of history in ancient and in modern literatures. The modem historian is essentially 
an inductive worker, who begins upon the facts he can test, interrogates these for their 
connections, and in his constructive work so narrates incidents as to make them sug
gest their own interpretation. But the biblical writers brought to their work a philoso
phy <ilf history ready made. History to them was the Chosen Nation exercising its 
commission to represent its God to the nations; round this point of view all incident 
grouped itself, to whatever portion of the past they turned their eyes. And round this 
idea the historical writings of the Bible fall into their natural divisions: a succession of 
'books' presenting stages in the fortunes of the Chosen Nation, and wider divisions 
dealing with phases or national development so extensive that the very character of 
the history itself becomes changed in each. 

The history in its Firl;t Part describes the Formation of the Chosen Nation; and 
is exactly coterminous with the biblical Genesis. Two of the lesser divisions, or 'books,' 
may be distinguished. The first might be entitled The Beginnings of Things: es
sentials of world history viewed from their bearing upon the Chosen Nation, previous 
to the call of Abraham. The second book presents the Chosen People as a Patriarchal 
Family; following the fortunes of Abraham and his descendants in Canaan, the land 
promised to their seed, until the strange incidents which bring them, in the third gener
ation, into Egypt. Both books may in their general character be called Primitive 
History. The greater part of them is made up of incidents related with an epic sim 
plicity suited to recollections of the world's infancy. What else there is- great world 
movements, chains of connection between nations, more special features of peoples 
associated with Canaan itself - makes a sketch map of general history, into which 
the story of the coming nation can be fitted. 
· Part Second starts with the descendants of Abraham as a nation; it relates the 

Exodus, or Migration of the Chosen Nation to the Land of Promise. But the Chil
dren of Israel are a nation only in numbers; the horde of slaves have to be converted 
into ai;i organi_c p~ople d:iring their period of migration. Hence this portion of thl' 
whole 1s Constitutiona~ History. Its matter - covering the biblical Exodus, LCTJitim.1, 
and Numbers - falls mto two natural divisions: book three describes the Migration 
from Egypt to Sinai, book four the Thirty-eight Years' Wandering in the Wilderness. 
Both books are in the main composed of constitutional documents - laws and or
dinances, covenants, statistical papers. Important incidents are often incorporated 
in these; otherwise the stream of historic narrative shrinks in these books to small 
dimensions. But the demand upon our severer attention is relieved at two points by 
epic interest of the highest: for the third book opens with the account of the Plagues of 
Egyr-·, and book four towards its close introduces the Story of Balaam. 
. If the deliverance from Egypt was the birth of the nation, the entry into the Prom· 
~sed ~and constitutes its coming of age. Moses had been a patriarch to the nation in 
its wilderne.ss wanderings; when this authority is withdrawn, independence soon bring' 
ot~t .a conflict ~etween two forces - the nation's sense of its special prerogative of a 
DIVIne h:adsh1~, and on the other hand a craving for a visible king in imitation ot 
surroundmg nations: prototype of the perpetual conflict between the Church and the 
World. Accordingly the Third Part of the history presents the Chosen Nation in its 
efforts towards Secular Government. The Judges make a salient feature of thi' 
transitional period from which it might appropriately be named. But in detail there 
is a division into three books. Book five is occupied only with the Conquest of Canaan; 
a_nd here the authority of Joshua is a paler reflection of that of Moses. With book 
six we get the Succession of Judges, and the sporadic efforts of the nation towards 
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united action; here the idea of secular kingship first crystallises in the abortive usur
pation of Abimelech. But round Samuel - alike judge anJ prophet - the antago
nism of the theocratic and the secular forces in the people becomes pronounced; and 
our seventh book deals with the Establishment of Kings and the Rise of the Prophetic 
Order. Through all three books the character of the history adapts itself to a transi
tional period. It is Incidental History: striking incidents are narrated with epic 
fulness, while the historic framework, except at the close, is slight and formal. 

Part Four of the history brings us to the Kings. With David the institution of 
kingship was fully established; but not less fully established was the succession of 
prophets, who were the outward representatives of the original conception that God 
was the direct ruler of his people. In :\loses the prophetic authority had been the 
sole and supreme ruling power; under the kings there remained to the prophets 
only the power to make protests, and utter Divine warnin5.>; if the phraseology of 
modern politics might be allowed, prophetic authority instead of being the govern
ment had become the opposition. Hence this portion of the history of Israel presents 
the Chosen Nation under a Secular Government side by side with a Theocracy. It 
suggests obviously three divisions. Book eight deals with the kingdom under David 
and Solomon; book nine )Vith the Schism, and kingdoms o[ Israel and Judah side by 
side; the tenth book follows the kingdom of Judah by itself to its Captivity. And the 
whole is Regular History; there is arrangement of matter, and the relation of incident 
in proportion to its historic bearing. But the epic element, instead of being lost, 
takes a new departure in the stories o[ the prophets and their valiant witnessing for 
God amid national corruption. 

The Captivity makes an historic break; the river of Israelitish history runs under
ground, and when it reappears its whole character is changed. The Bible contains 
no' history' o[ the exile, though the spirit of the period is admirably conveyed in the 
'stories' of ])anicl and Esther. '\"hen the history is resumed in its final section the 
Chosen Nation of Israel has become the Jewish Church; the place of the prophet 
in protest against the king is taken by the scribe cherishing the religion of the law. 
The Clmmides (with their continuation, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah) do not 
make a sequel to the history of the Books of Kings; but the whole is retold from a dif
ferent point of \'iew, according to which things change their proportions. If a history 
of England had been written under Oliver Cromwell, its spirit might have differed 
from that of other histories of England as the spirit of Chronicles differs from the spirit 
of Kings. Accordingly Part Five of our history is Ecclesiastical History. 

To sum up. Bible History, in the Old Testament, is a framework of historic out
line, into which are fitted stories, or other forms of creati\•e literature, which emphasise 
the spirit of the narrative, and bring out as it were the high lights of the picture. The 
whole is an ordered scheme of philosophic history, its philosophy being the religious 
conception of the People of Israel as the Chosen Nation, ordained to represent their 
God lo the olher nations of the world, that through them all peoples may be blessed. 

Genesis 
The first of the five divisions of Bible History coincides with the biblical Book 

of Genesis. It is concerned with the Formation of the Chosen Nation. The stories, 
or historic sections, into which lhis divides itself have each an interest of their own. 
But it is not difficult to catch the further interest of the connection between them, 
and the bearing of each part on the whole thought of the mission of the Chosen Na
t ion. It is chiefly on this last that I touch in the brief notes which I offer at the close 
of this work. The first book treats of such world beginnings as the creation, the first 
appearance of sin in the world, and then, in the curse of Cain, the first formal sepa-
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ration of righteous and wicked. When the history of the world begins over again 
after the Flood, there is again a separatior. in the family of Noah between the righteous 
and the wicked of the future; and it is Canaan who is the prototype of the sinful 
peoples, soon by the confusion of speech to be dispersed over the face of the earth. 
All this makes stages of approach to the calling out of the righteous nation, to whom 
the land of the Canaanites is to be given for their Land of Promise. And these land
marks in the history of the world are linked together by strings of genealogies. 

The second book begins with the Call of Abraham, and follows his migration into 
the land of Canaan. Many of the stories bring out the careful sifting of the seed 
that is to inherit the promises; one after another falls out of the line of kinship or 
succession - Lot, Ishmael, Esau - to become ancestors of Israel's troublesome 
neighbours in the days to come. The offering of Isaac emphasises how the seed of 
Abraham is not its own, but devoted to a Divine mission. Some of the sections of a 
more historic character are occupied with accounting by their traditions for local 
names in the Land of Promise; or they prepare the way for understanding future 
relations between Israel and the surrounding peoples. But the main stream of inter
est follows the succession of the Fathers, and it becomes fuller as it goes on. Thus 
at last is reached Joseph, the link between the family of Abraham and the world em
pire of Egypt; round him is centred the elaborate story which covers one-fifth of the 
whole of Genesis, and is a noble climax. Here and elsewhere it will be seen how the 
two kinds of narrative which I have distinguished have nevertheless a close mutual 
relation; and how in the Story of Joseph and his Brethi·en epic is used as a mode of 
historic emphasis. 

The spirit of the whole is Primitive History: and as such its literary interest has 
never been surpassed. The devout spirit of Abraham the world's first missionary, 
the tent life of Sarah and Hagar or Leah and Rachel and their maids, the idyllic 
negotiation by which the marriage of Rebekah is arranged, the perplexities of a 
patriarchal family in the midst of settled peoples, the fraternal strife of Esau and Jacob, 
the character development of Jacob that hovers so strangely between shrewd world
liness and the dawning of a spiritual life - these touch the modern imagination with 
as much force as the psychology of the latest novel. And perhaps the twofold char
acter of the narrative is nowhere better illustrated than in the Story of the Burial 
of Sarah. On the surface this has the quaint interest of retaining the garrulous 
pomposity with which oriental life invests so ordinary an incident as the purchase of 
a piece of land. In its deeper sense the incident makes an epoch: the embryonic 
nation is in the nomad stage which has no point of fixity but its sepulchres; in buying 
a tomb for the first of its dead the Chosen Nation has taken possession of the Promised 
Land. 

The Exodus 

The second division of Old Testament history is The Exodus, or lv1igration of th1· 
Chosen People to the Land of Promise. But the details of the migration itself an· 
the least part of the biblical Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers,· the period of the jour
neyings in the wilderness is utilised for the gradual formation of the indiscriminate 
families of Israel into an organic nation. Hence the bulk of this portion of Scripture 
is occupied with such documents as laws, covenants with God, ordinances of rites 
and ceremonies and a sacred calendar, specifications of sacred architecture, census 
and statistical information, allotments of territory, and an itinerary. It is thus the 
Constitutional History of Israel. With other peoples the constitution is a thing of 
gradual development, an unfolding which follows the progress of the nation throu~h 
all its stages. But in the case of Israel its constitution is elaborated once for all in 
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this its period of discipline in the wilderness; and the constitutional lore of its litera
ture is massed together at this one point of its history. 

I fear that in this part of the Bible the mode of presentation I have thought neces
sary to adopt will try the reader's patience. He will be disappointed, in approaching 
a great period of a nation's history, to find what seems a rin1let of narrative running 
through a wide meadow of documentary supplement. But a little attention will show 
him that this outC'r appearance is true to the logical character of the content. lf the 
purpose of the sacred history was only the story of Israel in the wilderness, then cer
tainly seYcral incidents the relation ~f which I have put into small type might stand 
as part of the main historic narrative. But the history that stretches from Genesis 
to Chronicles must be looked at as a whole. In that whole the portion here under 
consideration appears as the constitutional organisation of the people; constitutional 
enactment becomes the governing interest, and the incidents gravitate to the enact
ments in which they find ·their importance. 

Thus the reader must guard against supposing that the use of small type in this 
part of Scripture indicates inferior importance. Some of the sections so presented 
are no doubt of minor interest. But under this form will appear the Law of the Ten 
Commandments from Sinai; the Covenant of the Second Table, with the incidents 
of popular rebellion, of Divine anger and propitiation, which led up to its institution; 
the Cm·enant of Holiness, with its impressive promises and warnings; in a mere legal 
assignmcnl of Le,·itical and priestly functions will be found incorporated Lhe stirring 
e1·ents of the rebellion of Korah; a whole l\lidianile war is narrated as a preliminary 
lo a Law of Spoils. In this Constitutional History it would be more nearly correct 
to regard the supplementary sections as the main interest, and the narrative as secon·· 
dan-. 

This thread of historic narrative follows a few incidents of the march from Egypt, 
incidents brinl.(ing out the miraculous rain of manna, and the miraculous provision 
of water in 1he dry wilderness. So we are brought to Sinai, the great centre to the 
law-giving portion of the history of Israel. This has been book three in my arrange
ment of the whole: The March from Egypt to Sinai. When the narrative of the 
journeyings recommences we haYe book four, The Thirty-eight Years' Wandering in 
the wilderness. Thus the turning-point in the whole period is the incider.t of the 
Spies, the murmurings arising out of which led to this backward march, until the 
iten('ration enervatecl by Egypt should be wholly consumed, and a new generation, 
growing up und~r the growing constitution of ~foscs, should be prepared to take pos
session of their Land of Promise. In contrast to former pictures of murmuring and 
muliny "·e now get eYents which bring out the glad surprise of the new people as their 
strength is tried against the gigantic Sihon and Og, and the foes are utterly exter
minated. The future history is partly anticipated by the further incidents which 
describe a portion of Israel as settling the conquered lands on the cast of Jordan. 

Two incidents stand out from the rest, in which the narrative takes upon itself 
the graphic fulness that belongs lo epic poetry. The choice of the two illustrates how 
bihlical history uses epic as a means of historic emphasis. The first of the two pre
sents the actual deliverance from Egypt. \Ve can follow as if they \\·ere contemporary 
e,·entg the deliberate attempt to exterminate a whole people; the man-cllous preserva
tion of the babe ~loses; his life choice bet ween Ei.,'yptian royalty and the champion
ship of an enslaved people; his exile and solitude, made the scene of the revelation 
to him of the new Didne Name. All the natural symptoms follow of a private indi
vidual nerving himself with dillicully for an heroic task. Then the tone of the story 
rises to the chain of miracles which is to crush the obstinacy of an imperial power; 
the very elements of nature, as the W isdvm of Solomon reflects, interchanging like 
musical modulations to compass the freedom of God's people. There is the final 
night, with its rapid transitions between panic and rejoicing; until the final culmina-
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tion of the story is reached in the Song of Deliverance: Moses and the men of Israel, 
in augmenting stanzas, celebraling with growing fulness the inexhaustible wonder 
of the theme, while Miriam and the women fill up the intervals between stanzas with 
the dancing refrain of ecstasy: 

Sing ye lo the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: 
The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

Fo;ty years of toilsome travel and legislative history pass, and once more the strong 
light of epic picture is turned upon the same p~ople in the Story of Balaam, - the 
Balaam appropriately chosen in the prophetic drama of '.\Iicah to be Jehovah's witness 
to his dealings with his people. Balaam belongs to the scattered worshippers of 
Jehovah unconnected with the Chosen Nalion; he is brought by the enemies of 
Israel, a stranger lo all Lhat has happened, to curse in the powerful name of his in
visible Goel this rising people of the desert. He stands for this purpose on the solitary 
mountain peak, from which the encampment of the sons of Israel is visible on the 
plain below. llut the sight he sees overpowers him, and the curse becomes a bless
ing. In strains of prophetic raplure he sings of a people dwelling alone, not to be 
reckoned amongst the nations; their numbers are countless as the dust; their or
dered camp in contrast with the rude tents of the nomad peoples is as aloes which the 
LORD has planted, as cedar trees beside the waters. It is God who·has brought them 
out of Egypt, and the shout of a king is amongst them. There is no divination against 
the sons of Jacob; like the wild-ox they shall smite through their enemies. And a 
prophetic vision succeeds, a future in which the foes of Israel fall helpless all around, 
until the vision becomes dim by the very extent o[ its horizon: 

Alas, who shall live when God cloeth this? 

Two vivid pictures, of slaves under the taskmasters of Pharaoh, of an irresistible 
people just about to enter upon its career of conquest, with the long-drawn process 
of constitutional development which has transformed the one into the other: this 
makes the form in which The Exodus is presented in the biblical history of the Chosen 
Nation. 

Deuteronomy 

At the point of Old Testament history we have now reached is found what is 
only in appearance a break. We have followed the interweaving of history, story, 
and document through long periods of time. Il is only a single moment of history 
that is covered by the Book of Deuteronomy: but that moment is the Farewell of 
Moses to Israel. The place of story is taken in this book by oratory and song; 
the place of historic outline by the prefaces and notes connecting the orations and 
songs; while the single document is the Book of the Covenant on which orations and 
songs are founded. 

It is not an exaggeration to say that no work of literature which has ever appeared 
has produced a greater sensation than the Book of Deuteronomy. Every one knows 
the romantic episode of its first appearance in history - a discovery, or a rescue from 
oblivion which would be the equivalent of a discovery.* King Josiah with youthful 
fervour is meditating a repair of the tem~le; the treasury is cleared out, and in it is 
found 'a book.' Whether this was Druteronomy itself, or a larger roll including it, 
we have no means of determining; but it was certainly the contents of Deuteronomy 
which produced the effect that followed this discovery. The book was read before 

*ll Kings xxii-iii; II Chronicles xxxiv-v. 
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the king; he rent his clothes as he listened; a thrill of horror went through the 
nation at the denunciations of woe against idolatry coming to light when the idolatry 
was fully established in the land. There ensues the most sudden reformation move
ment in all history. First there is the great gathering in the temple, "all the men of 
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the prophets, and 
all the people, hoth small and great." The book is read before them; they enter 
into covenant with the Lord, the king leading them from his lofty platform. Then 
they turn to a fury of purging zeal: there is breaking of idolatrous vessels, shattering 
of obelisks, ckfiling of high places throughout the land and slaying of their priests. 
Then with a rcrn,·crcd sense of national purity the people feel able to keep th2 feast: 
"surely there was not kept such a passover from the days of the judges that judged 
Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah." 

From an external reformation the masses of the people soon fell away. But the 
effect of Dr11/cro110111y was not transient. It henceforward became the chief religious 
literature of the people of Jehovah. Every true Israelite recited one of its chapters 
as his daily dc\'Otion. The most spiritual of the prophetic writers are deeply imbued 
with its thought and its expressions. Alike the polished Amos and the rugged Ilosea 
reflect the iniluence of Dcuterimomy; Isaiah and Ezekiel show traces of _it; the writ
ings of Jeremiah are saturated with it through and through. "When, centuries later, 
the great prophet of Nazareth appeared, even to him Deuteronomy was the great book 
of the law. Its phraseoloi,')' weaves itself into his speeches, and it is almost invariably 
from this one hook of the law that he quotes. Sentences of Deuteronomy rise in
stincti1·ely to his lips as weapons with which to repel the tempter. An<l when he 
sums up the whole of God's law to his chosen people in two words, it is the central 
sentence of /)rn/cro110111y which he cites as "the first and the great commandment." 

In the critical discussions of our own day it is again Deuteronomy which is the 
chief storm centre around which controversy rages. And here I should like to say 
that this book affords a specially clear illustration of the principles of treatment 
underlying the :\lodem Reader's Bible. From this work are excluded, not only 
theological questions and religious dogma, but also questions of historic criticism. 
To this last objection has been taken: it has been pronounced unsound to dissociate 
literature from history. Of course, in one sense of the term no one proposes to sepa
rate them. l'\ o one suggests that an indil'idual reader, because he takes an interest 
in a purely literary treatment of a work, should therefore be debarred from also tak
ing an interest in its history. No one disparages the importance of historic criticism: 
the ciucstions of history raised by biblical criticism are not so much important as 
inevitable. I do not e\·en say that historical investigations into ancient documents 
are without results on purely literary appreciation, though I do belie\·e that this par
ticular clement of literary study has been overestimated. Historic criticism deals 
with questions of authorship, and with the connection between a work of literature 
and its age. But I haYe long been of the opinion - though it is an ,1nfashionable 
one - that it is a disturbance to literary appreciation to have the personrlity oi an 
author interposed between the reader and the work he is studying. For myself l 
desire such a study of Shakespeare's plays as would be unaffected in a single detail 
if it could be pron•d that the plays were written by Bacon; nor can I sec that the 
orations of :\loses in Deuteronomy become one whit less eloquent if it be shown that 
the :\loses of history had nothing to do with them. And even as regards the light 
thrown upon a work by its historical surroundings, though this may be considerable, 
yet it is least important just where the literature is most worthy of study. Lesser 
works may owe much, or even all, to their historic setting. But the masterpieces of 
literature, which are for all ages and all peoples, carry within themselves light enough 
for their interpretation. 

But what I am most concerned lo insist upon is that historic and critical analysis 
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on the one hand, and literary appreciation on the other hand, should not be united 
in the same treatment. A specialist, who is devoting a large amount of time and atten
tion to a confined field, may be able to hold the two side by side. But the general 
reader, whether he be reading merely for pleasure, or studying a work as an item in 
universal literature, ought to take his criticism and his literature separately; like 
oil and water, they arc alike essentials of life, but they will not mix. When literary 
appreciation and critical disrnssion come together, it is the literature that goes to the 
wall. Docs any one suppose that a play of Shakespeare could hold its own if the 
curtain had to descend two or three times on a scene, while Dr. Furnivall and Pro
fessor Dowden came forward to discuss whether the scene were Shakespeare's or 
Fletsher'~, or whether :Middleton might not have had a hand in it? Must the Porter 
in Macbeth wait for his cue until Dr. Furness has had lime to enumerate before the' 
audience the 'best views' from Coleridge to Hudson on the question whether such 
jesting was worthy of Shakespeare? Y ct to ask this is nol lo doubt the value of such 
discussions in their proper place. When criticism has finally settled the matter, let 
us strike the passage· out altogether; but until we arc prepared for this, let us ha\'e 
it without a hint of interpolation. And if any one ohjecls that my parallel is an 
exaggerated one, I reply that the very objection is fresh evidence in favour of my 
contention. It is only because the text of Scripture has been so broken up and over
laid by commentaries that it seems unnatural to go to the sacred writers for the same 
intensity of literary effect for which we look in Shakespeare. 

To some it appears like a plea in fayour of looseness and inaccuracy tlrns to ad
vocate a study of literature from which one of the forces determining literature has 
been designedly excluded. They forget the other kind of looseness and inaccurary 
that comes in when two incompatible treatments are mingled together. For is there 
any element of accuracy more fundamental than perspective? Yet critical studies 
by their \'cry nature tend, while they are in progress, to distort literary perspective. 
The disputablcness of a detail is by no means in proportion to its intrinsic importance. 
Yet the historic analyst - on pain of inaccmacy - must do the detail justice to the 
full extent of its di!Ticulty. When he has finished, the small has been expanded, as 
regards demand on mental attention, to the dimensions of the great, and perspecti\'(' 
is upset. The impression of the whole has been disturbed like the disturbed con
sciousness of a man with a trifling ailment: in fact his nose is slightly swollen, in 
feeling he is all nose. More than tliis, the perspective of historic and of literary 
treatment arc two different things, and the Book of Deutaonoin)' is an excellent illus
tration of this. When I turn to a modern critical· work rlealing with this portion of 
the Bible, I find three-fourths of the discussion or more concentrated upon the 'Book 
of the Covenant,' and the difficult qticstions which it undoubtedly raises; the rest of 
Deuteronomy is merely paraenctic matter which can he despatched in a few pages. 
But when one approaches the volume as part of world literature, it is this 'merely 
paraenctic' matter which becomes the one claim on our attention - the orations cul
minating in song which no other oratory has ewr surpassed; while from this point 
of view the 'Book of the Covenant' may be relegated to small type, as a document lo 
be taken as read. Again, the 'structure' of Deuteronomy, from the standpoint of his
toric criticism, is (so to speak) a horiwntal structure - elements drawn from different 
sources running sirle by side; the literary is a vertical structure - the succession of 
parts from beginning to end. Neither treatment is more accurate or more important 
than the other; they are merely different. 

I go further, and lay down ihat the purely literary examination of an ancient work 
is a necessary stage in its historic discussion. The literary treatment takes a work as 
it stands; history goes behind this to inquire by what means it has obtained its present 
form, and accordingly what authority it carries. In the case of Deuteronomy the 
historic analyst must determine whether it was written by the author traditionally 
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associated with it, or by some different author, or written by an author and modified 
by an editor, or "·lwthcr it may not have been compiled from various sources. But 
whichever of these nlternativcs proves true, there must be a somebody who is respon
sible for the book in its present shape. As a literary student I desire to get at the 
point of view of thnt somebody- author, editor, or compiler - or rather at the point 
of view of the renders to whom he presented the book, and I desire to see it as they 
were intended to see it. For no one suggests that De11tcro11omy was recei\·ed by the 
people of its age as a compilation; thnt their interest was historic and not literary; 
that the impression which created a religious revolution was an enthusiastic discrim
ination bet ween D and JE. It is the aim of this series to put fr~ preser.t-day reader 
into the pnsition of the readers who recciwd the successi\·e \rnrks of S:ripture. To 
print the \\·ork as it stands is not sufficient, for the mental attitude of our readers 
has changv<l, and expects more than was expected in antiquity: to disa.ppoint this 
expectation is tu create a false and inaccurate impression. ' De11tcro110111y (to take 
a slight illustration) has severnl passages which its text presents as parentheses, 
whereas a modern writer would have made them footnotes; a modern reader dealing 
with the exart text gets an impression of awkwardness of style, where there is 
nothing hut clilTerence of page setting. When by various methods a reader has 
been able to come to an ancient work with no merely accidental obstructions of 
form lo din'rt his attention, and when he has, without distracting questions of 
correlati\e interest, been able to follow it from beginning to end, and take it in 
as it slan<ls, then and not till then is he in the position for further inquiries as lo its 
origin and history. 

This pica for in<lependent literary study is not mere theorising. It is a considera
tion thrust upon me by experience, by my own personal experience, and experiences 
I have gathered as a lecturer on literature. The splendid critical enterprise of our 
times, whatever it is clt-stined to achieve in its own field, has yet by an oblique effect 
tended lo retard rather than stimulate the literary enjoyment of the sacred books. 
It is a thing just calculated to foster that which is the great literary weakness of our 
age. The enormous multiplication of reviews and magazines on the one hand, and 
on the other hand the totally inadequate training in literature offered by universities 
and schools, c<>mbine to produce a tone of mind that prefers rca<ling about literary 
works·-- whirh is easy- to reading the literature itself - which will often need 
strained attention. So biblical criticism is ready to hand und in full currency; but 
to <lrink in the beauty and impressiveness of the sacred writers at the fountainhead 
is not a popular occupation. I have known persons of culture, who coul<l have 
giwn oil-hand a very fair statement of the difficulties of the Dcuteronomic covenant, 
ye! hear with astonishment a reference to Dwteronomy as oratory, and turn to certain 
neglecter! rhnpters to sec if there were any foundation for this. I have known a man 
of rnnsideralile literary taste, in arranging a programme of lectures in biblical litera
ture, strike out 1Jc11trro11omy as a 'dull book.' I quite believe that this interference 
of criticism \Yith literary appreciation is no more than a passing phase of its progress. 
And meanwhile the :\lodern Reader's Bible attempts to do something towards re
dressinf( the balance between the two: laying before the most general reader works 
of Scripture to be interpreted from themselves, without the distraction of critirul 
ditT1cnltics, and with such illumination as comes from adjustment betwtrn the spirit 
and the form that is presented to the eye. 

Deuteronomy then, as a literary work, is a collection of the Orations and Songs 
of Moses, constituting his Farewell to the People of Israel. This much is obvious. 
It is tme that the prefatory matter connecting the various parts presents, even from 
the literary point of view, obscurities which are not easy to understand. I have 
endeavourer! to deal with these in the notes. Here I would speak of only two points: 
the splendour of the oratory in itself, and the further interest, separating this from 
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every other collection of speeches, connected with the mode in which the parts are 
united into a succession. 

In dealing with oratory it is natmal to speak first of the correlation of sentences. 
What in other departments of literature is subordinate, here comes to the front· as 
drama presents a scene in the medium of dialogue, so the medium of rhetoric i; the 
conco.tenation of sentences. The 'rush of speech' which belongs to oratory is in this 
book seen in its perfection: yet is always held in perfect command. The speaker 
will begin in the simple style of historic survey, entirely free from the straining after 
eff~ct which makes a speech all peroration. But when the feeling rises - when ]Hoses 
tells of all the way the Lord has led the people in the wilderness, or depicts the bright 
prosperity of life in the good land, or contrasts with recurrent rebellions the simple 
requirements of service and love - the musical poise of sentences lays hold of the 
reader. As the motion of a vessel in a long Yoyage continues itself in the traveller's 
brain after he has landed, so no one can read Deuteronomy through without the swing 
of its sentences being felt even when there are no words to fill them out. And when 
the orator's passion rises to a climax, we have a breathless torrent of woes sustained 
to a length without precedent in the literature of denunciation. I am tempted to a 
personal reminiscence. When I was a beginner in literary studies I recollect setting 
myself as an exercise to read through on three successive days, each at a single sitting, 
an oration of Demosthenes, one of Burke, and the Book of Deuteronomy. I would 
not be understood as recommending such comparisons of merit, but I well recollect 
the feeling I had at the time that neither of the other two rose to the oratorical level 
of the speeches of Moses. 

But oratory does not consist merely in sentences: it has a soul as well as a body. 
In the thought of this book what is most impressive is a strange clash between opposing 
tides of feeling. On the one hand Deuteronomy has been well described as the inost 
spiritual book in the Old Testament. In common with a few of the psalms, and the 
loftier parts of prophecy, it breathes an ardent love to the invisible God, a spiritual 
awe of the unseen I AM, a heart religion penetrating through the surface of duties 
to the spring of holy motives. The speaker may well have been in the mount 
forty days and forty nights: his speech shines as well as his face. All this is true; 
but on the other hand it is true that nowhere else in Scripture does the utilitarian 
side of religion appear so nakedly stated or so urgently pressed. When a proverb 
declares that the way of the wicked is stumbling, or unites righteousness with all 
good things to enjoy, it comes as a general statem~nt, and may mean no more than 
that the God of providence is also the God of morals. But Moses holds out direct 
material consequences in all their details. When he threatens, he almost catalogues 
the plagues and diseases that will follow disobedience; when he promises, he speaks 
in set terms of the basket and the kneadingtrough, of vineyards and fig-trees, and 
increase of cattle and sheep. He even goes so far as to draw attention to the difference 
between the Egypt from which the people have come out and the land of promise to 
which they are journeying: how that the fertility of Egypt lay in the diligence of those 
who cul~:vated it, while Canaan, as a land of hills and valleys, was at the mercy of 
th~ God of heaven's rains, and disobedience to his service would mean a heaven shut 
up and barrenness of soil. Whence this close union between the highest spirituality 
and the appeal to the lower motives? It lies in that which makes the supreme interest 
of this book, - the personal position of the Moses of Deuteronomy. In himself he 
is a lofty, spiritual nature, yearning with a parent's love to the people he leads. But 
this people a long experience has revealed to him as incapable of rising to his spiritual 
plane; a people yet in the childhood of what we call real life, to be enticed with promises 
and frightened with threats. And alternately he pours his spiritual fervour into their 
dull ears, and then falls back helplessly on to the material considerations which alone 
will mo\'e them. Moses "whom the Lord knew face to face" is a spiritual conception 
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which tasks the imagination to take in. Moses as a lonely leader, yearning to impart 
himself to a commonplace people yet in the bonds of sense and fear - here is a hu
man interest such as belongs to none other of the world's great orators. 

There is something more even than this in Deuteronomy. It reflects not the 
whole career of l\Iosrs, but only its close. It is his Farewell to the people he has led. 
The personal situation underlying the succession of speeches is a situation of all the 
most pathetic. :\loses alone realises all that the liie in the promised land may be; 
and l\Ioses alone of all the vast assemblv is the one who will never see it. "The Lord 
was angry with me for your sakes:" th-is is the phrase under which the speaker veils 
the breakdown of his life task; this, with the thought that he must never go O\·er 
Jordan, C()f''L'>' <1gain and again as a pathetic break in the majesty of his periods. This 
situation, from its first appearance to its final consummation, makes the scope of 
De11tero110111y. Other books of oratory are collections of miscellaneous speeches, 
perhaps unified by some general period of history. Herc a succession of orations is 
wrought into the dramatic catastrophe of a life. 

The first oration is the beginning of the end. It is the Announcement by Moses 
of his Deposition from his otlicc of Leader. He describes the accepted authority by 
which he led the people through the great and terrible wilderness; the rebellion 
against that authority at Kadesh-barnea, \Yhich brought about the thirty-eight years' 
wandering in the wilderness until the rebellious generation was consumed. But 
l\Ioses himself had been entangled in the rebellious outbreak of his people; and then 
was made knmrn lo him his doom to leave the passage into the land of promise to 
another le~lership. He describes again the new era that commenced with the cross
ing of the brook Zered, and how kingdoms went down helplessly before a people 
under approval of their God. And now we arc allowed to see how the personal hopes 
of l\Ioses rose with the successes of Israel, and he besought that the strong hand of 
God might achieve for him the sight of the land beyond the river; how he was bidden, 
Ask me no more of this malter; the Pisgah sight, but not the land itself should be his. 
So his leadership is at an end: the commandments of which he has been the inter
preter can be no more added to nor diminished from: to obey them shall be Israel's 
wisdom amongsl the nations. And the final thought is the 'jealousy' of the holy 
God - l\Ioses himself has had to bow to it - which will brook no departure from 
his law. But with jealousy is found the mercy that shall be theirs in the future as 
in the past. 

For ask now of the days that are past, which WPre before thee, since the day 
that God created man upon the earth, and from the one end of heaven unto the 
other, whethn tht·rc halh been any such thing as this ~reat thing is, or hath 
been heard like it? Did ever people hear Lhc voice of t;od speaking out of 
the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live? Or hath God assayed to 
go and Lake him a nation from the midst of another nation, by temptations, 
by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a 
strrtch<'d out arm, an<l by great terrors, according to all that the LORD your 
God did for you in Egypt before your cyl's? linto thee it was shewed that 
thou mightest know that the Lo1rn he is ( :od; there is none else beside him. 

The second and third orations belong to the same day: the great day which was 
in the life af l\Ioses what in David's life ·was the inauguration of Jerusalem, or in the 
life of Elijah the sacrilice at 1Iount Carmel. The commandments and statutes 
given by Moses from time to time arc now drawn together for the first time into a 
written 'Book of the CoYenant': and this is the day of its installalion. Moses is to 
deliver the Book of the Covenant -- so I read the indications of the prefaces - to the 
Leyites and elders: the Levites to have the custody of the book itself, the elders stand
in!( in the presence of the whole people as their representatives to receive Lhe Covenant 
from Moses' lips. The oralion which commences the day invokes the Great Name, 
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and immediately placrs side by side with the love of that Name the love of the Law, 
which the people shall have in their minds and hearts, speaking of it when they sit 
in their houses or when they walk by the way, when they lie down and when they rise 
up. The past of God-protected journeyings through the wilderness, the future of 
Divine discomfiture of the foe, pass alternately before us, each used to find fresh 
matter of urgency for obedience to the law. At the close there is a reference to the 
further ceremonial which will make the sanction of the Covenant. But at this point 
the lengthy Book of the Covenant is inserted, and it is to· be understood that it is here 
·recited, a prototype of a long series of periodical recitals in the days to come. 

When we pass on from the chapters containing this Book of the Covenant, we 
seem to find arrangements in progress for the rehearsal of a great ceremonial. The 
ordinance laid down by Moses establishes the ceremonial of the Blessing and the 
Curse as an institution of the promised land. Meanwhile Levites are moving amongst 
the people, impressing upon them that they are that day become the people of Jehcvah. 
Moses is seen arranging a division between the tribes who shall represent the Blessing 
and the Curse on the Gerizim and Eba! of the future. The rehearsal actually com
mences: curses in ritual form are chanted by the Levites, and the whole multitude 
answer Amen. But it is only a rehearsal; and at this point Moses stops the ceremony, 
and takes the whole into his own hands. In the language of oratory, and not of 
ritual, he portrays the crowd of hlessings. And then, in the full strength of oratorical 
denunciation, he goes again over the ground of the curses. Three times in this most 
terrific of speeches does the wave of holy passion rise and fall. At first the exuberance 
of the woes enumerated overpowers our attention; the musically para lie~ sentences, 
which in other speeches make perorations, here come for intervals of relief. Another 
stream of denunciation brings the serving the LORD with joyfulness, and with gladness 
of heart by reason of the abundance of all things, into contrast with the serving of the 
enemy in hunger, and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things; and the 
siege laid by this mystic enemy is extended in picture to the last horrors the mind can 
conceive. Yet another flood of speech begins with the 'glorious and fearful' Name; 
and there passes before us the fading of the life of promise into plagues and exile; 
in exile the trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and pining of soul; until for a final 
climax the ori~inal salvation of Israel is reversed in a voluntary returning to the land 
of bondage, the people selling themselves to their enemies for bondmen and bond
women, - a climax yet more final than this, for "no man shall buy you." 

The fourth oration has the same locality, the same audience, and the same general 
appeal. Yet it is distinctive. Between Orations III and IV the book takes the great
est stride that can be taken in religious development, - the advance from merely 
national to personal religion. Moses reviews the different orders of people before 
him, all assembled to make covenant with God: heads, tribes, ciders, olliccrs, all the 
men of Israel, the little ones, the wives, the strangers: he thinks of others who shall 
hereafter take part in such solemn acts. His appeal is, whether there be any man or 
woman, any family or tribe, nourishing evil in their hearts, and trusting to escape in 
the general righteousness. He proclaims how the sinful individual shall be separated 
for evil, the land of a sinful tribe overthrown in a curse. But he adds words cf mercy; 
he urges how the word is not afar off but in the mouth and heart of ti~" people; 
and he makes solemn appeals to choose life and not death. There remains the sac! 
personal farewell: though Moses speaks of his failing frame, none but words of 
strength and courage are on his lips as he installs Joshua in his place, and retires 
from his leadership for ever. 

From the parallelism of oratory we rise to the parallelism of Hebrew verse, and 
Moses seeks to embalm ln poetry the message of his life to Israel. Round the central 
thought of the Rock of Israel, immovable in his faithfulness and judgment, we have 
successive pictures of Divine tenderness and rich bounty, of J eshurun waxing fat 
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and kicking, of kinrlled vengeance heaping up mischiefs and destmctions, of blind
ness and utter misery, of God returning to avenge his people in their last extremity, 
while the nations rejoice in their restoration. 

The Song has commenced the final day of Deulri-onomy: in the course of this day 
the long-expected summons comes. The whole people understand the mysteriouE 
rloom, and line the route by which ~loses sets out on the journey from which there 
will be no return. Like a father laying his hands from a death-bed on the heads of 
his chilrlren, the departing leader blesses the several tribes, as he passes along: each 
tribe gathers up the words spoken lo it, to be treasured along with its battle cries and 
its folk lore, as part of the tribal heritage. Then turning lo behold the whole multi
tude for the last time, Moses lifts his hands in general blessing: 

There is none like unto God, 0 Jcshurun, 
Who ridclh upon the heaven for thy help, 
And in his excellcncv on the skies. 

The eternal God is thy dwelling place, 
And underneath arc the everlasting arms. 

Simple, bare prose tells the rest: the solitary ascent into the mount, the long gaze 
over the lanrl of promise, the death. Ent no wealth of poetic imagination could have 
made a close for De11/ero11omy more harmonious with the body of the book. The 
life of the lonely leader has passed out into solitude: and "no man knoweth of his 
sepulchre unto this day." 

The Judges 
This thirrl division of Bible historv is devoted lo the Great Tran~ition in the his

tory of the People of Israel. Hitherto this people of the invisible Jehovah lia\'e 
stood out from the other nations of the world as a nation with an invisible king. 
Hcnccfor\\'ard they will he found assimilated in the form of their gowrnment to other 
peoples; in theory God is still their ruler, but the visible rcprcsentati\'cs of Jehovah 
are no longer men raised up by a spiritual call, but 'kings' succeeding hy natural de
scent. The intcn'ening period then presents the Chosen Nation in its·efTorts towards 
Sernlar Go1·crnment. The period may be named after 'The Judges': in the title 
of this ofT1cc we have the history in embryo. It is the most general of biblical terms 
for a rnler, and may be applied to government of different types. As the judges are 
raised up from time to time by the Divine authority, the name reflects the office of the 
prophets. On the other hand, the function for which the judges arc required is the 
more or less complete union of the nation for purposes of national defence; and this 
was the hasi' of the popular demand for kings: "We will have a king over us; that 
we also may he like all the nations; and that our king may judge us, ahd go out before 
us, and fight our battles." 

This third part of the history covers three books. Book five is concerned with the 
Conquest of Canaan. In spirit it is a continuation of what has preceded; Joshua is 
a second Moses. He wields an authority not inferior to that of his predecessor: 

All that thou hast commanded us we will rlo, and whithcrsoever thou sendcst 
us "'c will go. According as we hearkened unlo Moses in all lhings, so will 
we hearken unto thee: only the LORD thy God be wilh thee, as he was with 
Moses. 

The passage of the Jordan is a counterpart to the passage of the Red Sea. The 
'Doomsday Book,' as it has well been called, occupying ten chapters of Joshua, 
carries on the documentary legislation of the Exodus. And the farewell of Joshua, 
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and the covenant which he inaugurates, are an echo of the successive appeals of 
Moses, and the covenants in the land of Moab, which constitute the Book of Deuter
onomy. 

It is in the sixth book that the character of the period becomes apparent - a 
Succession of Judges. Isolated stories describe these officers raised up in times of 
national emergency, and wielding an undefined authority as long as they live. The 
intervals between are conveyed by the characteristic formula that there was no king 
in Israel, and every man did that which was right in his own eyes. As we traverse 
the order of events, we seem to catch an approach to the coming unification of the 
people in the hegemony of various tribes in succession according to the quarter from 
which the national danger comes. At the opening of the book the trih cf Judah 
takes the leadership by the Divine appointment of the lot; Simeon uniting with Judah 
by invitation. In the achievements of Deborah and Barak, with the enemy in the 
.1crth, the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali come to the front. When Gideon and 
Jephthah are waging war against such external foes as the Midianites and Ammonites, 
the men of Ephraim seem to claim an hegemony; the leaders indeed do not come 
from that tribe, but the Ephraimites make it a grievance that they ha\'e not been 
called upon as a matter of course; and in the case of Jephthah this leads to a civil 
war. Under Samson the 'Philistines' are the foe, and the tribe of Dan has the lead; 
the stones of Samson are followed by the in~ercsting narrative of the Danish migration. 
And at the close of the sixth book the tribe of Benjamin has attained such power as 
to be able for a long time to carry on a successful war a12:ainst the whole of the rest of 
Israel. Though it seems paradoxical to cite a civil war as evidence of unity, yet this 
cohesion of eleven tribes is the largest advance that has yet appeared in the transition 
from tribeship to nationality. 

It is in this sixth book that we find the idea of kingship distinctly formulating itself. 
It comes upon us quite suddenly in the story of Gideon. After the great deliverance 
wrought by him the appeal is made in these terms: 

Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou, and 
thy son, and thy son's son also: for thou hast saved us out of the hand of 
Midian. And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither 
shall my son rule over you: Lhe Lorrn shall rule over you. 

After the death of Gideon, however, his ille!(itimate son, Abimelech, obtains the help 
of his mother's brethren, slaughters in oriental fashion the seventy sons of Gideon, 
and is crowned 'king' in Shechem. As Israel's first royal procession is marching in 
triumph, an escaped son of Gideon suddenly confronts them from the safe height of 
Gerizim, and pours upon them the biting satire of his fable in scorn of people and 
king, and of the whole idea of kingship. 

The trees went forth on a time to anoint a king over them; and they said 
unto the olive tree, Reign thou over us. But the oli\·e tree said unto them, 
Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man, and 
go to wave to and fro over Lhc trees? And the trees said to the fig tree, 
Come thou, and reign over us. But the fig tree said unto them, Should I 
leave my sweetness, an<l my good fruit, and go to wave to and fro over the 
trees? And the trees said unto Lhc vine, Come thou, and reign over ·c. And 
the vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and 
man, and go to wave to and fro over the trees? Then said all the trees unto 
the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. And the bramble said unto the 
trees, If in truth ye anoint me king over you, then come and put your trust 
in my shadow: and if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the 
cedars of Lebanon. 
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In the application of his fable, Jotham prays that fire may come out from Abimelech 
and demur the men of Shechem, and that fire may come out from the men of Shechem 
and demur Abimelcch. The usurped kingship continues three years, and ends in the 
feud which Jotham had foreseen; in the most literal sense fire comes forth from 
Abimclech and demurs the men of Shechem, and a fate not less ignominious than fire 
brings wngeance from the men of Shechem upon Abimelech. 

When we pass to the seventh book, we see, not in precise statements, but in what 
the incidents imply, that the national sense of unity which gave strength to the de
mand for ,·isible kingship, has been making advances. Eli is called a judge; yet it 
is eYident that in his time Shiloh and its 'temple' has become the national centre; 
the ark, moreowr, is regarded even by the wicked Hophni and Phinehas as the sym
bol of unity and national strength, and se\•eral sections of the history are devoted to 
the wonders of the ark in the hands of the enemy. Again, a notion seems vaguely 
to ha Ye established itself of the authority of the judge as descending in his family; 
not only is prominence giwn to the doings of the sons of Eli, lmt the unworthiness of 
Samuel's S•lllS is distinctly associated with the demand of the people for a recog
nized king. Of course the centre of this snenth book is Samuel. He is the last of 
the jmlgcs. Unwillingly, by DiYine command, he becomes a king-maker. And he 
is above all things a prophet. It is in the stories of Samuel, moreoYer, that we first 
come across the companies of prophets: at the \•ery time when an hereditary king
ship is commencing we find the beginning of a prophetic order that would maintain 
prophetic traditions from generation to generation. Thus the seventh book is the 
Establishment of Kings and the Rise of the Prophetic Order. 

All three honks may be described as Incidental History; and the separate pictures 
of notable in,·idcnts, \\·hich hm·c made the bulk of the narrative, draw together at the 
close into the long epic history of the Feud of Saul and David, filled with the interest 
of strange arh·cnturc, and made yet more beautiful by the link of tenderness which 
joins together Jonathan and the man who by Dh·ine appointment is to take from him 
his inheritance. 0Yer and above the interest of story, the successive episodes haYe 
shown a growing tendency to connect themselves with other literary interests. EYen 
Joshua, in the thick of the battle of Gibeon, breaks out into the ballad of the sun and 
the moon standing still. The war against Sisera produces the Song of Deborah, in 
which the full power of the lyric ode is revealed. The story of Abimelech, we have 
seen, has the literary association of a pointed satiric fable; and the wedding of Sam
son giYes occasion for a complete game of popular riddles. When the birth of Samuel 
is narrated, we get the lyric thanksgiving of Hannah. And the final words of this 
section of the history arc the exquisite elegy on Saul and Jonathan which brings us 
in contact with the founder of the Book of Psalms. 

Another type of literature has a notable illustration in one of the stories of this 
di,·ision, which in ordinary Bibles appears as the distinct Book of Ruth. 

This story of Ruth is the very ideal and type of the Idyl: so delicate in its trans
parent simplicity that the worst service one can do the story is to comm~nt on it. 
Suffice it tu say, that the warp and woof of the tale is a friendship between two women, 
and the grand climax up to which all is working is the birth of a baby. Instead of 
war, of .national strife, of political struggle, we have here great harvest festivals, 
ceremomal transfers of land, family contingencies such as hard times and emigrat:nn, 
marriage, and the strange process by which an extinct family might be restored to the 
genealogies of Israel: such little things as are great to the little man of every day life. 
Even in the little there are gradations: in this book are found such minutire as atten
tions sho.wn to a shy stranger girl at the harvest feast, petty contrivances for giving 
her unfair advantages in the gleaning field; details still more minute - how Ruth 
pockets the scraps at the feast to bring home to her mother in law, who has been 
sitting solitary at home while she herself has had the excitement of the harvestinf 
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Trifles like these, fitted into their natural frame the idyl, have kept afloat over some 
thirty centuries of time; and this story has done more to enable us to live over again 
in remote Hebrew antiquity than all the heroic achievements of Joshua and Judges 
put together. · 

The Kings 
Though king, inay give a title to their period of Bible history, they are not its 

heroes. The earlier course of history has brought out how the people of Israel had 
revolted from the invisible kingship which had once distinguished them from the 
nations, and had insisted upon visible rulers who should succeed by natural descent; 
how at th~ same time had grown up a never-failing order of Prophets, for whom no 
commission was necessary except the spiritual power of their message as they claimed 
to speak in the name of Jehovah. Thus two opposing forces henceforward consti
tute the government of Israel: it is a Secular Kingship, side by side with a Theocracy 
of which the spokesmen arc the Prophets. 

It will be remembered that it is not the purpose of the present work to construct 
a scientific history of Israel such as would satisfy historical inquiry, but to render 
assistance in catching the impression of the national history that is part of Lhe national 
literature, its elements standing to one another in just such relations as commend them
selves to the national consciousness. Of the three books entering into this section 
the first and third present no difficulties in this respect; the sacred history is here 
transp~rently clear. But in the book which intervenes, from the nature of the case 
the history is complex; and the reader will do well to grasp the landmarks of the period 
before he plunges into the details. 

The first of these books - eighth in the whole series - narrates the reigns of 
David and Solomon. The general character stamped upon this period of history is 
hardly apparent in this book; there can be no great conflict between king and prophet 
when the spirit of prophecy has been absorbed by the king. The personality of David 
is perhaps the n1ost splendid in all history. The great of other peoples have to choose 
between different kinds of greatness; they may be mighty in the world of action, -
heroes of war, of policy, of enterprise; or as poets, artists, thinkers, they may h:w~ 
a greatness that belongs to the world within. David is in both kinds of greatness the 
supreme hero of his nation. He is the warrior of Israel, and the founder of the 
monarchy from whom all kings trace their reigns. He is equally the centre of Hebrew 
poetry, with .whose name both earlier and later song is associated in the Book of 
Psalms. He is the inventor in musical art;* whereas the Greeks hever learned the 
art of combining lyre and flute, David's orchestra of cornet, trnmpets, cymbals, 
psalteries, and harps shows the union of strings, wind, and percussion which is sup
posed to constitute the distinctiveness of modern music. With him as head is further 
associated whatever else of art is permitted to the Hebrews: the architecture of 
Solomon's temple is designed by his father, and he estriblishes the courses of sacred 
ritual which constitute Israel's highest art. And all this splendour of achievement is 
crowned wi'.'.1 a personality that is intensely human, and lovable in all human rela
tionships. Accordingly, David is the hero of this book of the history; it is occupied 
with narrating his capture of the impregnable Jerusalem, its solemn inauguration as 
the capital of Jehovah's monarchy, with his building of the royal palace and the 
preparations for the temple, and with the various wars by which the kingdom was 
consolidated, and neighbouring peoples thrown into such subordination that hence
forward Israel appears as one of the family of great nations, with no foes to fear but 
such as constitute the great empires of history. Most appropriately this book in· 

*Compare Amos vi. 5. 
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dudes some of the royal minstrel's poetical compositions: a song of victory which may 
be called the masterpiece of sacred !)Tics, and the touching 'last words' of David, 
acknowledging how the Divine favour has been over his reign, -

- as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 
A morning without clouds; 

'When the tender grass springcth out of the earth, 
Through clear shining after rain. 

But the history of David includes the story of a crime, - an adulterous passion 
ending in intrigue and murder. This brings a curse upon his household; and a large 
portion of this eighth book is occupied in narrating, with the full power of epic story, 
the feud between the sons of David and the rebellion of Absalom. Here then is an 
opportunity for prophetic remonstrance to appear even in the reign of the man after 
God's own heart. At three points is found the prophetic opposition to the king: 
by Nathan the project of building the temple is suspended in the name of God; by 
the same Kathan the rebuke is sent for the sin of Uriah's murder; and after the 
sin, whatever that sin may have been, of numbering the people, the prophet Gad 
appears to denuunce the judgment. 

What David achieves, Solomon carries further. If David founded a kingdom, 
Solomon extended this to an empire. If David had the honour of ordering the service 
of Jehovah, it was reserved for his son to lay the art and riches of Tyre under contribu
tion to crown the Divine service with the temple. David is the centre of Hebrew 
poetry, Solomon is the founder of its wisdom, - a wisdom which the queen of distant 
Sheba comes to admire. It would seem that this wisdom of Solomon, which the 
incident oi the dream at Gibeon makes in a special degree a thing of heavenly gift, 
occupies at this point of the history the position of prominence which elsewhere is 
given to prophecv. But the son no less than the father falls a victim to female in
fluence. And Solomon sins on an imperial scale; 'strange women,' from the daughter 
of Pharaoh downward, fill the kingdom with external and idolatrous rites. Thus 
at the close of the reign the antagonistic elements reappear; from the commencement, 
when Nathan assisted to secure the inheritance to Solomon against the usurpation of 
Adonijah, there is no mention of prophets until Ahijah is seen gi\'ing the sanction of 
the theocracy to the rebel Jeroboam. 

We are thus brought to the ninth book, which deals with the Schism and the King
doms of Judah and Israel side by side. This complex and difficult book has in 
external appearance a mechanical arrangement: successive sections keep the history 
of Judah and Israel as nearly parallel as the nature of the case permits. But the spirit 
of the narratil'l' is quite different from what this might suggest. The whole is told 
from the prophetic point of view; and accordingly it- is the kingdom of Israel which 
has the prominence, as the main theatre of the contest between Jehovah and the false 
worship of other gods. The history of Judah is here subordinate, and is treated as it 
appears from the point of \'icw of the northern kingdom. 

Three periods may be distinguished in the history of lhe double kingdom. The 
first is the Re\'olution of Jeroboam, hero of the schism; the second extends from the 
Re,·olution or Omri to the Re\'olution of Jehu; the third is the Fall of Israel and 
partial Restoration of Judah. The first is occupied with the house of Jeroboam, 
and the house or llaasha which followed in the second generation. At first, as already 
noted, prophecy is on the side of the revolt. But Jeroboam is scarcely secure on his 
throne before he establishes the worship of Lhe calves, lo intercept the pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem; he at once becomes the chief aim of prophetic denunciation, -- the Jero
boam the son of Nebat who taught Israel to sin. The inauguration of his idolatrous 
worship is encountered by the nameless prophet from Judah, who afflicts the king, rends 
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the altar, and with prophetic insight points through the future generations to the 
grand reformation of Josiah. And Ahijah himself lives long enough to denounce 
to the wife of Jeroboam the immediate death of her son, and the further doom of her 
seed until the kingdom shall be rent from them. 

After various usurpations we reach the central period of the northern kingdom 
in the house of Omri. · The founder of the dynasty builds Samaria, the splendid 
capital of the north. In the next generation we have Ahab, and his more famous 
queen, Jezebel of Tyre. Here it is no case of derelictions in the worship of Jehovah; 
the religion of Baal is fully established throughout the land, and the worshippers of 
Israel's God have to be hidden in caves and dens. The crisis brings out the full 
strength of the prophetic order in the splendid names of Elijah and Elisha. The two 
are inseparable; not only is Elisha "he that poured water on the hands of Elijah," 
and obtained a double portion of his spirit, but the commission actually given to the 
older prophet at the cave of Horeb is in the main carried out by his successor. An
other feature of this period must be borne in mind: there is at this point a rapproche
ment between Israel and Judah. Jehoshaphat is the king of Judah who seeks to 
unite the service of Jehovah with the friendship of Ahab, until the ill-fated alliance 
meets its doom in the battle of Ramoth-gilead. And his son weds a bride of the house 
of Omri, - the notorious Athaliah, who as queen-mother to Ahaziah establishes the 
worship of Baal for a time in Jerusalem itself. This whole phase of history cul
minates in the famous conspiracy of Jehu, who under commission from Elisha ex
tirpates the family of Ahab and Jezebel and the worship of Baal, and as a detail in 
the process brings death to the allied king of Judah. Throughout this period of.the 
house of Omri biblical history reaches its most vivid picturing. The leading figures 
stand out with individual distinctness: Ahab, luxury-loving, with a heart never en
tirely weaned from the old worship, and reaching by a tardy repentance the mercy 
of not seeing the worst with his own eyes; Jezebel, grim and whole-hearted in her 
contest on behalf of Baal; Jehoshaph3.t, the courtly trimmer; Jehu, the 'furious 
driver,' who drives his commission of Divine vengeance through all bounds of fraud 
and violence; while as representatives of the spiritual forces in antagonism with these, 
Elijah and Elisha stand out as the giants of prophetic history. 

The third period in the history of the northern kingdom is occupied with the house 
of Jehu, and the usurping kings that followed. Here the two kingdoms fall away from 
their temporary rapprochement, and their history moves in different directions. In 
Judah, Athaliah and her worship of Baal are overthrown by the revolution which 
puts on the throne the youthful Joash, and the high priest Jehoiada is able to make a 
covenant between the LORD and the king and the people, that they should be the 
LORD'S people. The lukewarmness of successors, even the personal idolatry of Ahaz, 
do not seem seriously to infect the people of the southern kingdom. On the other 
hand, the reigns of Jehu and his successors seem so many stages in the fall of Israel. 
Under Jehu himself "the LORD began to cut Israel short,'' and the east of Jordan 
is lost to the Syrian foe. The Syrian oppression continues during the next reign: 

But the LORD was gracious unto them, and had compassion on them, and 
had respect unto them, because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his presence as 
yet. 

Under Jehoash and Jeroboam there is a restoration of the border of Israel -

according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which he spake by 
the hand of his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of 
Gath-hepher. For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very 
bitter: for there was none shut up nor left at large, neither was there any 
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helper for Israel. And the LORD said not that he wonlcl blot out the name 
of Israel from under heaven: but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam. 

But when we reach the fourth descendant of Jehu, and his usurping successors, the 
Assyrian foe appears that is to make an end to the history of the northern kingdom; 
and the narrath·e grows into a general review and denunciation of the sins of Israel: 
their secret service in the cities, and Asherim on every hill; their ha,rdening of the 
neck against the prophets and seers sent to warn them. 

And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their 
fathers, and his testimonies which he testified unto them; and they followed 
vanity, and became vain, and went after the nations that were round about 
them. concerning whom the LORD had charged them that they should not do 
like them. And the\" forsook all the commandments of the LORD their God, 
anJ made them molicn images, even two calves, and made an Ashcrah, and 
worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. And they caused their 
sons and their daughters to pass through the fire, and US<'d divination and 
enchantments, and sold themselves to do that which was evil in the sight of the 
LORD, to provoke him to anger. Therefore the LORD was very angry with 
Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe 
of Judah only. 

The book ends with a brief description of the carrying away of northern Israel into 
captivity at Babylon; and in a tone of scorn tells of the hybrid people left to fill their 
place in Samaria: a people who "feared the LORD and served their own gods." 

The tenth book is simple and straightforward in its history, following the King
dom of Judah to its Captivity. It commences with the glorious reign of Hezekiah, 
a period dominated by the personality of the prophet Isaiah. After the reign of 
Manasseh, related without any suggestion of his repentance, and that of Amon, in 
whom no redeeming feature appears, we reach another great name in Josiah. The 
one event of the reign is the reformation ensuing upon the discovery of the roll of the 
law; a reformation too late to save the guilty kingdom, though the righteous king 
is to be spared the sight of the overthrow.· Though it is a prophetess who foretells 
the coming doom, yet the heroes of this episode are a scribe and a priest, discoverers 
of the law; and here we seem to have a foretaste of what is to be the history of the 
future. The troubled reigns which follow are so many stages of the coming captivity. 

All three books, though in form regular history, are in their spirit history told 
from the prophetic point of view; where secular events arc treated it is in the 
barest style of annals, where events touch the controversy between God and his 
people the narrative rises to the height of epic interest. And not less interesting than 
the history of kingship is the history of prophecy so revealed. A few points may be 
note<l. Immediately after the di,·ision of the kingdoms is found one of the strangest 
of Bible stories. A 'man of God' from the southern kingdom beards Jeroboam in 
his own land, anrl rebukes his idolatry: when the rebuke is supported by miracle, king 
Jeroboam submits, and offers his visitor hospitality. The man of God replies that 
his divine commission forbids his eating or drinking until he has returned to his home. 
On his journey back 'an old prophet from Bethel' overtakes him, offers hospitality, 
and is met with the same answer. But, says the Bethel prophet," I am a prophet as 
thou art," and asserts that it is by divine command he is inviting his fellow prophet 
to return. Then the man of God from Judah returns, and eats bread. In the midsl 
o~ the meal his host is overpowered by the prophetic spirit, and speaks the doom of 
his guest to perish for disobedience to the divine mandate. Hastening away to his 
h?me the southern prophet is slain by a lion; the prophet from Bethel weeps over 
him bitterly, and buries him, with every mark of contrite affection, in his own tomb. 

1379 



Tobit ->a Literary Introductions 

The strange story becomes significant from the point of the history at which it ap
pears: the schism of the kingdoms has been followed by a schism in prophecy itself 
- the false prophecy is henceforward to encounter the true. 

At this stage how small, comparatively, does the falseness appear: a genial im
pulse of hospitality had tempted a worthy prophet to cover with the divine name what 
modern flippancy would only call a polite lie. But the other end of the scale of pro
phetic corruption is revealed in the Story of Micaiah. Here a politic king of Judah 
has joined hands with the idolatrous king of Israel; yet, uncomfortable in his impious 
surroundings, asks lo consult with a prophet of the Lord. The schism of prophecy is 
embodied in the single Micaiah confronting the four hundred prophets of Baal. In
vited with outward decorum but secret threats to exercise his office, Micaiah makes 
at first an ironical compliance, which exasperates the royal auditors. Then, rapt 
with spirilual fervour, Micaiah breaks into what seems a prophetic fable. He is 
facing the two kings in their military pomp, with aides-de-camp coming and going: 
Micaiah pictures Jehovah with the hosts of heaven, and his ministers waiting to go 
on his missions; the proGlem is the enticing Ahab to his ruin, and the solution is found 
in the minister of heaven who will make himself a lying spirit in the mouths of Ahab's 
prophets. By this bold figure is brought home to us how the false prophecy that had 
begun in trifling has grown to be the supreme agency in moral ruin. 

When the history reaches the name of Elisha we seem to see a change of another 
kind affecting prophecy. Prophetic action will naturally include miracle, but we now 
begin to find the miraculous part of it becoming an interest in itself. The 'sign of 
the prophet' is at first the symbolic act-teariP.g of robe or rending of altar- which 
serves merely as text for the prophetic message. But gradually it comes to be the 
wonder-working act which draws attention for its own sake: the cycle of Elisha stories 
reads for the most part as a succession of mystic wonders, much like the cycle of Sam
son with its feats of physical strength: wonders of axe heads swimming, a cnise of 
oil multiplying, children cursed and destroyed by bears, leprosy healed or returning 
at the prophet's word. There appears a decadence, not in prophecy itself, but in the 
attitude of the public mind to prophecy; the wonder of the sign becomes to the on
looking people more than the moral truth which that sign is to convey. When the 
national corruption has proceeded so far as to use the Divine instrument of its cor· 
rection for a means of wondering diversion, the ministry of prophecy is nearing its 
end. So in the far future, when the history of Israel shall have reached its last period, 
the nation will have become "an evil and adulterous generation that seeketh after a 
sign." 

Supplementary Stories of the Exile 

As a supplement to The Kings are placed in this edition two stories-in other 
versions of Scripture two complete books - which fall into none of the divisions of 
Bible History. They represent the exile of Israel, which, as a breach of continuity, 
the formal History of the People of Israel refuses to treat. Besides these, the period of 
the exile is illuminated by the brilliant stories of Daniel. But these arc 'oo closely 
associated with prophecy to be separated from the prophetic book in wh:ch they arc 
found. 

The Book of Tobit 

In the apocryphal Book of Tobit the Hebrew Idyl reaches its perfection of na.ivt 
simplicity. The book is a picture of loving family life, and whole-hearted devotion to 
the simplest type of Hebrew religion and Hebrew wisdom; a story further of marvel
lous providences, and of angelic ministrations mingling with the common round and 
daily task. 
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The story is in its earlier part told in the first person by the father, Tobit, with 
garrulous simplicity. In his own land Tobit had been faithful to the law when all 
his tribe were false. In exile he delighted with his abundance to relieve the poor among 
his brethren; and incurred danger and persecution by burying the bodies of Israelites 
who fell victims to the cruel tyrants, and mourning over the corpses that had no other 
mourners to pay them their last riles. Tobit is not ashamed to show appreciation of 
a good dinner. Hut from such an untasted meal he springs up one day to bury a 
strangled Israelite, though this must be done at the cost of uncleanness, and loss of 
the festive occasion. Instead of this bringing him reward, it proves the beginning of 
his great misfortunes: for while he is sleeping, as unclean, in the open air, his eyes are 
blinded by sparrows' dung; and though he goes to the physicians, they help him not. 
He has to Ji,·e on the bounty of his nephew; and his wife Anna ekes out their scanty 
means by spinning for wages. 

Now comes a commonplace conjugal quarrel. In the irritation of helplessness 
Tobit hecomes suspicious; he hears the cry of a kid in the house, given to his wife 
by her employers as a bounty over and abO\·e her wages, and accuses her of theft. 
She loses her temper, and reproaches him with his misfortune: wounding him in his 
tenderest part, for the taunt implies that his accident has revealed the hypocrisy of 
his godly life. So do small stories and great run on the same lines: Tobit is exactly 
in the position of Job, whose ideal patience had withstood all the trials of heaven 
and the adYcrsary, yet broke down when his friends hinted that misfortune revealed 
sin. Tobit is crushed, and prays Job's prayer that God would let him die, since life 
has nothing left when his honour is gone. 

Now it happens man·ellously that this vcry day, in the distant city of Ecbatana of 
~Iedia, another righteous Israelite, kinswoman of Tobit, has incurred the same mis
fortune of unrighteous reproach. The maiden Sarah was of beauty so surpassing 
that a fiend lowd her, and caused the death of the seven men who successively had been 
ghen her for hushanrls, strangling each as they entered the bridal chamber. This 
mysterious doom, we must suppose, the maiden had borne with patience. But on 
this day, when Sarah was scourging her maids, as every Israelitish mistress believed 
it a point of wisdom to do, they turned on her, and under the smart of correction 
spoke wicked words implying that her calamity was her crime. Sarah's first impulse 
at the cruel suggestion was suicide. But she bethought her how she was an only 
child, and such a deed would bring down her loved parents with sorrow to the grave. 
So she also was dri,·en to the prayer of Job, that God would let her die; and thus on 
the same day these same prayers of Tobit and of Sarah arc offered from these distant 
places. "And the prayer of both was heard before the glory of the great God." The 
wonder-working ProYidence is to interpose in the troubles of these widely separated 
kindred families; and the angel Raphael is to be the providential instrument which is 
to draw the two together. 

Tobit has prayer! to die. But death needs solemn preparation: and Tobit, com
mencing to set his house in order, bethinks him of a pledge of money left by him in a 
city of ~fedia. Ile sends for his young son Tobias. First he pours into his ears the 
com·entional father's last counsels to a son; and a wisdom discourse, of great beauty, 
occupiessel'eral paragraphs of the story. Then he gives him the commission to go into 
:\1 edia to collect the pledge. But a guide is necessary; and Tobias seeking a guide 
encounters the angel, who olTers himself under the name of Azarias, a fellow tribes
man. There is idyllic irony as the guide is closely scrutinised by Tobit, to see whether 
h~ is a trustworthy person, and when the wages are proposed - a drachma a day, 
with expenses, and something extra if the expedition prospers; again when the father, 
consoling the weeping mother, says that a good angel shall go with their son. 

So "they both went forth to depart, and the young man's dog with them." In 
that sentence is the quintessence of the idyllic spirit. It is not as if the dog had any 
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function to perform in the journey. It is not recorded that he barked at the great 
fish, nor howled when the fiend was approaching, nor even sniffed suspiciously at the 
mysterious 'Azarias.' He is not mentioned again till the return journey, when "they 
went their way, and the dog went after them.'' There was nothing for Tobias's dog 
to do in this famous expedition, but he had to be there all the same. There may be 
a flaw here in the Hebrew colouring of the story, for the Jews did not use dogs as 
friendly companions. l3ut to the general reader this dog has made Tobias a real 
flesh and blood young man for all time. 

The journey involves a marvel: a great fish that threatens Tobias, but is finally 
eaten; and the heart and liver and gall of the fish are, by the angel's advice, preserver! 
for certain sovereign uses hereafter. There is another incident of the travel: the 
terror of Tobias when, as they approach their destination, the mysterious guide an
nounces his purpose to marry the youth to the notorious Sarah. Tobias urges againsl 
the dangerous honour that he is the only son of his parents. But the guide instrulls 
him how to meet the evil spirit with prayer and the fumes of the fish's heart and liver. 

Fear not, for she was prepared for thee from the beginning; and thou shalt 
save her, ancl she shaU go with thee. And I suppose that. thou shalt have 
children of her. 

This produces such a change of feeling in the young man that, when they have arrived, 
and greetings arc passed, and the family likeness has been duly noted, Tobias refuses 
to eat until the marriage proposal has been made, and the contract signed. In the 
bridal chamber that night all goes according to the saying of the angel. But outside 
the parents have their misgivings; and when morning has come the father of Sarah 
works off the anxiety of waiting by digging a grave, to be prepared for all emergencies. 
But bride and bridegroom are found unharmed, and the wedding feast is kept up with 
magnificence for a whole fortnight, the holder of Tobit's pledge being one of the 
guests. 

Meanwhile at home the parents were counting the long days, Tobit consoling his 
wife with what hopes he could. When at last the son is seen approaching, Anna 
runs forward to fall weeping on his neck. The blind father seeks to follow, and stum 
hies; his son catches him, and (by the angel's directions) spirts the wondrous fish's gall 
on to his eyes. Tobit rubs the smarting eye-balls, and rubs the film away. He breaks 
out in blessings to God, for he sees his son Tobias. There are general rejoicings, 
and a second wedding feast has to be celebrated in the bridegroom's home. 

But now comes the time when the guide has to be discharged. Father and son 
lay their heads together, and come to the conclusion that for such signal sen·iccs 
nothing less can be offered than the half of Tobias's large dowry. This is communi
cated to 'Azarias': and then the great revelation comes. It is made with fresh 
stores of wisdom lore, that terminate in the explanation how all their pious thoughts 
had been known to God, how a vision had been with them all these months, until the 
climax is reached: I AM RAPHAEL. They fall on their faces, and when they rise, the 
angel is gone. 

The story is wound up with hymns of praise, with pictures of prosperous old agt·, 
of magnificent obsequies both of parents and parenls in law, and finally the life of 
Tobias in Ecbatana, where the pious Israelite of the second generation secs fulfilled 
his father's great hope, - the destruction of the cruel city Nineveh and vindication of 
the prophecies of Jonah. 

The Book of Esther 

Very different in tone from this is the Book of Esther, which indeed hovers on the 
boundary line between ldyl and Epic History. When we consider that it depicts a 

1382 



Old Testament History B<- The Chronicles 

crisis in the fortunes of Israel, which threatened to extirpate the race from the hundred 
and twenty-se\'en provinces of Ahasuerus by the cruel vengeance of Haman, it might 
seem necessary to classify the book as epic, if not as formal history. On the other hand, 
the instrument of deliverance is a girl, newly raised from her quiet life with her cousin 
and guardian ~lor<lecai to the throne of an empire. And her course of action is 
girlish rather than heroic. Esther is no JudiLh, to devote herself to a bold deed for 
the salvation of her people. She feels all the tremors of an ordinary woman when sud
denly called upon to fill an heroic role. 

Fast )'C for me, and neither cat nor drink three <lays, night nor day: I also 
an<l m~· maidens will fast in like manner: and so will I go in unto the king, 
which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish. 

The further details tlf her action are eminently girlish. When the critical moment is 
passed, and Lhe sceptre is held out to her, she does not inrnke vengeance on the foe, 
but simply asks the unusual boon that the king and Haman and herself may banquet 
together. Instinct seems to have taught her that again~! all the power of Haman and 
the king she must fight with the attraction of her beauty; and by the banquet of the 
three Esther is bringing to bear upon the royal voluptuary the new force of beauly 
seen in what might be called domestic attractiveness, so different from the place of 
woman in the rc,·cl such as Vashti had refused, or from the merely sensuous intercourse 
of a king with the chief farnurite of his harem. Moreover, as if to balance these /Cle 
a tele banquets we have, on the other side of the story, the two family councils of 
Haman and his wife Zercsh and their friends. Again, the turning point in the narra
ti,·c is a thing no more heroic than a sleepless night of the king, with its strange conse
quences in the reward of ~Iordecai and the mortification of Haman. The story 
concludes piclurcsqucly in the 'Feast of Lots,' in which will be e\·er commemoralcd 
how Providence disposed where Lhe Chance of the lot had proposed, and used as its 
providential instruments the fidelity of ~Iordecai and the girlish beauty of Esther. 

The Chronicles 

This last rlivision of Old Tesiament history introduces a great change in the 
character of th(• history of Israel as presented by itself. Previous divisions - Genesis, 
The Exodus, T/1c Judges, The Kings - have followed a chronological succession of 
events from the crealion to the capti1'ity. The Chronicles, it is true, carries forwarrl 
the narrative to the Return of the Exiles: but this is only a fragment of its purpose, 
and the whole is presented afresh, from Adam to Nehemiah. And the spirit of the 
literature is changed from National to Ecclesiastical History; the Hebrew people 
have silenlly changed into the Jewish* Church. Nor is it merely in the story of the 
Return that the change appears: the first of the nine Chronicles into which the whole 
seems to divide itself, before the narrative of events has commenced, is a collection of 
genealogies leading up to the allocation of the returned families in Jerusalem and in 
the other cities, necessary as basis for the Temple service and the dues by which 
that service was to be supported. And the whole succession of Chronicles is animated 
by the conscious ecclesiastical spirit; that the ideas of State and Church have Lcccme 
separated in men's thoughts is manifested by the very zeal of Ezra and Nehemiah Lo 
identify the two. The history of The Kint:s and of The Chronicles is alike rrligious: 
but different aspects of the religious spirit make themselves apparent. lip to lhis 
point we have had what is essentially prophetic history. Now the prophets are above 

•The term 'Jew' occurs only twice in the previous history (/I Kings xvi. 6 and xxv. 25), 
and then in close relation with the captivity. 
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David's recognition that none but the Levites 
should bear the Ark - long lists of appoint
ments both for the bearing and the musical 
performance. 

The proression of the Ark - David's part Substantial agreement with the corresponding 
in it - 'l!irhal's Jispleasure - the inaug- section of Samuel - but fuller musical 
uration carried to the point of a dole to the details. 
assembly. 

Appointment, apparently dating from fois 
festival, of a regul<ir ministry before the Ark: 
names of officials and citation of (leading) 
songs used. 

Return home of the people and of David. Exactly as in Samuel. 

Sequel of :\!irhal's displeasure. 

In the essential facts of the day's proceedings there is almost complete verbal 
agreement. But the long account of the Chronicles recognises the interest of the 
Levites in the proposed action from the outset, and interprets the violent interruption 
of l'zzah's death as a judgment on the overlooking of the Levitical function of bear
ing the Ark; musical details are elaborated, and even the names of those officiating 
are inserted; moreover a long section brings out the ritual ministry dating from this 
dav of inauguration, and cites in full the anthems of worship. On the other hand, 
the narrative of The Kings includes a detail which is unrepresented in the other ver
sion, and this is the bearing of the day's proceedings on the household and family 
affairs of David. 

It is even more important to sun·ey the whole period over which The Kings and 
The Chronicles move side by side, in order to catch the difference of historic perspec
tive by which particular incidents bulk large or small in the two versions. The reader 
will find in the~ otes (below, page 1562) a detailed conspectus of the sections in which 
I have di,·idcd the two works, arranged so as to show correspondences. To whatever 
portion we turn of the history covered by such a table we find indicat.ions of the dif
ferent treatment uf events in the national history of the prophets and in the ecclesias
tical writings that make up the Chronicles. Bei;;inning with David's reign, we find 
the Chronicles giving the briefest notice to the death of Saul and David's reign in He
bron; the other narrative not only tells fully the incident of Saul's death, but devotes 
several later sections to David's relations with the house of Saul all through his reign. 
The prophetic version gives David's lament over Jonathan; in The Chronicles 
the absence of this is characteristically balanced by the addition of a genealogy for 
Saul's house. Other poetic compositions of David arc cited at length in The Kings: 
the other narrative ofkrs no specimens of his poetry, but, as we have seen, in 
narratinl( the inauguration of Jemsalem cites in full the sacred anthems of worship. 
The wars of David's reign are substantially the same in the two \'ersions. But the 
Ammonite war, which in The Chronirles makes a single section, is in The Ki11gs 
broken in the middle by the prophetic story of the sin of David and Bath-sheba; 
there follows a lengthy section, quite a book in itself, relating the fend in the family 
of David and the rebellion of Absalom; at the end of David's reign, where the chroni
cler bricny records his death, The Kings relates al length the disputed succession. 
It is obvious that the family history of king David, which the ecclesiastical history 
passes over in silence, is a noteworthy department of affairs to the wider view of the 
prophetic writers. And perhaps a similar reason may explain, what is at first sur-
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~11 thini:;s rep_resentalives of one single .religious idea - the theocracy: their interest 
1s t?e kmgsh1p o~ Jehovah as t?e b~s~s of Israel's politics, the struggle of Jehovah 
agamst usurpmg 1?ols; and the1r mm1stry appears mainly in the northern kingdom 
where Baal worship has the g~eatest chance to establish itself. In the light of this 
supreme struggle for the worship of Jehovah the prophets can let particular modes of 
worship drop into the background. But the priests and scribes who give us Tlze 
Chronicles can ignore northern Israel, as shown by its history to have fallen outside 
the pale of the Church; it is the unfaithfulness of Judah, the avowed people of Je· 
hovah, that attracts their attention. They of course notice and denounce sin and 
idolatry where it appears; but they go beyond this, and seize with fulness and anima 
tion upon every detail of past history which can have any bearing upon the constitu· 
tion and order of the Temple service. 

To the change in the spirit of The Chronicles must be added a change in the outer 
literary form: while in parts we have, as before, continuous history, elsewhere, at the 
beginning and end, we have not history but historic materials - a collection of such 
original documents as constitute the sources from which history may be constructed. 
The principles of arrangement underlying the ~fodern Reader's Bible are perhaps 
nowhere more essential than in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah. The reader who 
has nothing beyond the traditional printing of our bibles to guide him might well sup
pose himself to be reading a consecutive narrative where, in reality, he has before 
him a succession of isolated memoirs and papers; an interval of several decades may, 
without anything to signify a break, intervene between the end of one sentence and 
the beginning of the next. The question is not of minute historical analysis discover
ing gaps and discrepancies in what presents itself as an harmonious unity; there is 
nothing but the faulty printing of our bibles - with its absence of forms and dh·isions 
universal in other books - to mislead the reader into understanding as a unity what 
makes no profession to be other than a succession of extracts. I have separated the 
different Chronicles, and by titles indicated where the reader is to expect statistical 
and genealogical information, and where the personal memoirs of Ezra and Nehemiah 
with connective matter binding them together.* 

The greatest interest in this section will perhaps be in that part which goes over 
the ground already traversed by the history of The Kings. There can be few better 
exercises in the study of historic literature than ·to compare these two divisions of 
Bible history, alike in their treatment of the same incident, and again in the general 
historic perspective which may be traced through lengthy portions of narrative. An 
incident that is necessarily prominent in both works is David's bringing of the Ark 
to Jerusalem, the ceremony by which was inaugurated the metropolis of Jehovah's 
monarchy. I proceed to indicate in parallel columns the two treatments of a common 
theme. 

11 Samuel vi I Chronicles xiii 

David's proposal to the Assembly in the 
matter of the Ark: with the special mention 
of priests and Levites. ' 

The Assembly, and first attempt to bring The same matter as in the corresponding 
up the Ark, ending in the death of Uzzah, section of Samuel: considerable verbal agree
the leaving of the Ark in the house of ment, with some difference of names, etc. 
Obed-Edom, and the blessing on the 
house 0:7 Obed-Edom. 

*Perhaps we may think of such personal memoirs as taking, to some extent, the place of 
the stories which, in other divisions, have alternated with history. 
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prising, that the theme of Solomon's foreign marriages, and the idolatries they en
couraged, disappears from the books of Chronicles. 

When we come to the schism and the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, we fmd that 
the natural divisions of The Chronicles in this part of the narrative are twenty-five, 
as against seventy-six in the corresponding part of The Kings: this becomes natural 
enough when it is seen that forty-six out of the seventy-six sections of The Kings arc 
occupied with the history of the northern kingdom, which the chronicler excludes 
from his consideration. A consequence of such exclusion is the loss of what makes 
the most notable feature of The Kings - the stories of Elijah and Elisha and the 
lesser prophets, to say nothing of the brilliantly told incidents that make the Con
spiracy of Jehu. Unimportant reigns like those of Jehoram, Ahaziah, Jotham, and 
some weighty events, like the usurpation of Athaliah and the reformation under 
Joash, are nearly identical in the two versions. In the case of Hezekiah and Josiah, 
Judah's greatest reigns, the leading incident of each is expanded in both versions; 
though the invasion of Sennacherib is more fully told in The Kings, because no douht 
of the prophet Isaiah's prominence in that crisis. On the other hand the remaining 
years of Hezekiah's reign are touched briefly by the chronicler, fully by the prophet 
historian, whereas the close of Josiah's reign is expanded in the ecclesiastical history 
and condensed in the other. It is surprising to find so much made in The Chronicles 
of the repentance and subsequent religious zeal of Manasseh, whereas the prophetic 
historian relates the whole reign without a suggestion of any change in the character 
of the king. Another surprise is that the history of The Chronicles is scanty just 
where it might have been expected to be most full of details: the reigns immediately 
preceding the captivity are hurried over with less of detail than even in the history of 
The Kings. 

No single incident brings out the contrast of the two versions better than the reign 
of Abijah (called in The Kings Abijam). The prophetic account of the reign is a 
brief notice of the wickedness of the king, so great that only for David's sake was the 
succession continued in his family. Also mention is made of wars hetween Israel 
and Judah. The chronicler relates these wars at length, and in particular gives a fine 
address of Abijah to the enemy, in which the whole spirit of The Chronicles is concen · 
trated: 

Ought ye not to know that the LORD, the God of Israel, gave the kingdom 
over Israel to David for ever, even to him and to his sons by a covenant of 
salt? Yet Jeroboam the son of N ebat, the servant of Solomon the son of 
David, rose up, and rebelled against his lord. And there were gatherer! 
unto him vain men, sons of Belia!, which strengthened themselves against 
Rchoboam, the son of Solomon when Rehoboam was young and tender
hearted, and could not withstand them. And now ye think to withstand the 
kingdom of the LORD in the hand of the sons of David; and ye be a great 
multitude, and there are with you the golden calves which Jeroboam made 
you for gods. Have ye not driven out the priests of the LORD, the sons of 
Aaron, and the Levites, and have made vou priests after the manner of the 
peoples of other lands ? so that whoso~ver cometh to consecrate himself 
with a young bullock and seven rams· the same mav be a priest of them th al 
are no gods. But as for us, the LORD is our God, and we have not forsaken 
him; and we have priests ministering unto the LORD, the sons of Aaron, and 
the Levites in their work; and they burn unto the LORD every morning and 
every evening burnt offerings and sweet incense: the shrew bread also set 
they in order upon the pure table; and the candlestick of gold with the 
lamps thereof to burn every evening: for we keep the charge of the LORD 
our God; but ye have forsaken him. And behold, God is with us at our 
head, and his priests with the trumpets of alarm to sound an alarm against 
you. 0 children of Israel, fight ye not against the LORD, the God of your 
fathers; for ye shall not prosper. 

1386 



Old Testament History 9'- The Chronicles 

The battle that follows this address is a complete victory for the true worshippers of 
God, notwithstanding Jeroboam's ambush. Of the wickedness of Abijah the Chron
icle contains nothing beyond possibly this equivocal hint: 

But :\bijah waxed mighty, and took unto himself fourteen wives, and 
bcgat twenty and two sons and sixteen daughters. 

The last fiye Chronicles (according to the division in this edition) are not, as has 
already been said, continuous history, but a series of genealogies and memoirs, some 
of them personal memoirs of Ezra and Nehemiah, leading actors in the events they 
narrate. All five bear upon the Returns of the Exiles, and the reconstitution of the 
holy city and the Temple worship. Here it is that the spirit which has underlain the 
whole of the chronicle history appears in its most pronounced form. On the one 
hand, the substitution of the church for the nation is seen in the spirit of exclusiveness; 
the strict guardianship of purity of descent has risen into a passionate interest in the 
genealogie~<; of Ezra and the reforming zeal of Nehemiah. But any such ecclesiastical 
exclusiwness in the people of the Return is accompanied with a deepened spirituality. 
The narratiYcs of the Chronicles breathe the spirit of modern religious history. The 
foundation oi the Temple is not, as in the time of Solomon, a royal pageant, but a 
sacred ceremony. The renewal of the covenant giws us, not a lawgiver Moses putting 
a final sanction to the divine constitution revealed through him, but a governor and 
scribe leading a religious service of penitence, prayer, and praise. There is a sug
gestion of Scotch CoYenanters on their bare hillsides when we read of the people stand
ing before Eaa in the "much rain" lo make confession of unholy marriages; the 
companiL·s of exiles braving the dangers of the wilderness in order to restore the deso
lated land of promise are a variation of the pilgrim fathers crossing the ocean to find 
a land of promise in an uncultivated continent. Or perhaps Nehemiah may be re
garded as an fsraelite Oli\·er Cromwell, conscious of a mission to do zealously the 
Lord's work ai.:ainst all the machinations of a Sanballat and his latitudinarian Samari
tans. Such religious history cannot but be interesting. But when we view The 
Chronicles as an element in universal lit~rature, we must feel that here the historical 
literature of Israel is a riYer that has run into the sands. Ezra and Nehemiah are 
de\'Oting their consecrated energy to resuscitating an ideal that belongs to the past. 
They are outside the wider hope, which breathes not from the histories but from the 
prophetic literature of their people: the hope by which the fall of Israel as an organised 
people grows into a Yision of a larger Israel, made not by exclusiYe weeding of its 
ranks, but by gathering in the nations, in hope of a Messiah in whom all peoples of 
the earth should be blessed. 



THE BOOKS OF THE PROPHETS 
To the literary mind no part of the Old Testament is more attractive than the 

Books of the Prophets; they make the most unique contribution of the Bible to world 
literature. In the religious use of Scripture, which is the special province of the 
churches, these books have in the past held a foremost position; if at the present 
moment they are less prominent - and I believe that is the case - the reason is 
plain: it is not the books which have worn thin, but the mode of interpretation. Tra
ditional interpretation was at first hampered by a narrow conception of prophecy 
itself; when it recovered from this it was swayed out of its natural course by historic 
problems belonging in reality to a different sphere. The true starting point for the 
interpretation of any literature is a grasp of its exact literary form; when this prin
ciple is applied to biblical prophecy I believe it will recover its full interest, an interest 
which will be found to be not more literary than historical and religious. 

In approaching this subject one misconception needs special notice. It seems 
almost impossible to eliminate from the popular mind the idea that 'prophecy' means 
'prediction.' Yet this is a purely modern modification of its meaning. It rests upon 
a false etymology: the pro in this word is hot the pro which means beforehand (as in 
prospectus), but the other pro which means in place of (as in pronoun): a prophet is 
one who speaks in place of another. Where Moses has been shrinking from the mis
sion to Israel on the ground of his inefficiency as a speaker, and Aaron is granted him 
as an assistant in this respect, the words are: 

Sec, I have made thee [Moses] a god unto Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother 
shall be thy prophet. [Exodus vii. r.] 

As Aaron is thus the mouthpiece of Moses, so regularly in Scripture the prophet is 
the mouthpiece of God. Of course prophecy, like any other form of literature, can 
contain, and in fact does contain predictions; but such predictions are the accident, 
not the essence of prophecy. Yet in traditional interpretation the idea that prophecy 
must be prediction has distorted the study of the books; particular passages, often 
of minor importance, have been over-accentuated, while the spiritual richness of the 
books when read as literary wholes has usually been missed. 

In this broad sense every one who stands forth as a representative of God has a 
claim to the name of prophet. ::\loses thus speaks of himself; Deborah is called a 
prophetess; even to the nation of Israel itself, as representing its God to the other na
tions of the world, the hundred and fifth psalm applies the same term: 

Touch not mine anointed, 
And do my prophets no harm. 

Bu~ there is a more specific sense of the word, of which much has been said in these 
introductions. Israel begins as a theocracy; the government of God is exercised 
through such as Moses and Joshua. But when at a later period the p~cple insist 
upon visible kings, then prophets, who hitherto have appeared sporadically, become 
a settled order, ready at any moment to appeal from the secular kings le the Divine 
ruler of Israel. They are prophets as being representatives of the theocracy. It is 
easy for the modern mind to fancy the prophets of Israel as preachers or spiritual 
pastors. Now it is one of the many interests of the Book of Ezekiel that we can in this 
book see the gradual transition of the ancient prophet into the modern pastor. But 
apart from this special case the prophets of the Bible are not preachers but statesmen; 
not statesmen only but opposition statesmen; they do not minister to sympathetic 
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congregations, but fling themselves into active life as antagonists of the prevailing 
system. A fine illustration of this is the account of Elijah at the cave of Horeb. As 
we read we feel how this story of the supreme prophet is shaping itself to the story of 
the founder oi the Law; like Moses Elijah fasts forty days and forty nights; he 
ascends the mountain from which the Law was given; there is the same convulsion 
of all nature - earthquake, fire, wind - as the moment r.ears of the Divine message. 
But what is the Divine message so impressively ushered in? Not some deep moral 
truth; not some new revelation of the Di\·ine nature. It is what may with all rever
ence be described as a political programme: Elijah is to work for the enthronement 
of a particular king of Israel, a particular king of Syria, and for the appointment 9f 
a sc"ccessor to himself. If any reader of the sacred narrative has at this point a feeling 
of diseppointment, it is only because he has been cherishing a mistaken conception 
of the prophetic office. When once he realises the prophets as national leaders, the 
full weight of the Divine message al Horeb is apparent: it contains, in embryo, the 
whole subsequent history of Israel to the Captivity. 

To this must be added an important distinction between the earlier and the 
later prophets. The earlier prophets, such as Elijah, are men of action. There is 
no 'Book of the Prophet Elijah'; men like Elijah, Elisha, Micaiah, enter into litera
ture as heroes of stories which others narrate. But the later prophets, like Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, without ceasing to be men of action, are also men of letters. Ancient 
Israel is one of the great literary peoples of the world. In its first stages, as with 
other peoples. story and song predominate; when it reaches its maturity the higher 
literary forms develop. The prophets become lyric poets, orators, dramatists; even 
- to take in the special case of Ezekiel - we must add, artists. Thus for these later 
prophets there is a double function. To their own day and generation they, like their 
predecessors, are leaders of national action. But beyond this function their literary 
gifts have titted them for a wider and a perpetual audience. The same spiritual 
message which they have from day to day fitted to passing emergencies they now, 
through these other literary channels, convey to the spiritual world of all time. 

This double function of the later prophets has a bearing upon the interpretation 
of prophecy. \Ve call the first chapter of lmiah discourse. But in what sense is it 
discourse' If it be read side by side with one of the orations of Deuteronomy a great 
difference will be found. In every sentence of the oration we arc conscious of the 
presence of a great audience, and the influence of an audience upon a speaker. Either 
the oration was actually spoken by the historical :\loses to an assembly of Israelites; 
or - if other views of the origin of Deuteronomy are taken - the imaginative author 
has done what Is done in many of the orations of Cicero, he has kept the imagined 
audience constantly before the reader. In the chapter of I saialt we have impas
sioned oratory, but without anything to suggest a visible audience or a particular 
occasion. The matterof this chapter will no doubt have been used by Isaiah on fifty 
or a hundred occasions; used as a whole, or in parts; in formal address, or passing 
remonstrance, as he labours in season and out of season in his prophetic vocation. 
The content of our chapter is something dilTerent: the essence of the message, the 
concentration of these multiplied prophetic ministrations, stdpped of what is acci
dental or occasional, has adapted itself to a difTcrent litNary tvpe, and become univer
salised in its appeal. And what is true of so simple a thing ·as discourse is yet more 
true in application to the more elaborated prophecies of the nature of rhapsodies and 
doom songs. In such cases it becomes a misuse of critical ingenuity lo scrutinise 
for indications of historic date what has its highest literary value in its independence 
of time and occasion. 

Thus the contents of these books of prophecy will be of two kinds. In what this 
editioll: makes the second and sixth books of Isaiah - the ministry under Ahaz and 
Hezekiah - we have prophetic history; the writer clearly describes historical crises, 
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and the action they called forth. Large part of the Book of Jeremiah is of this nature. 
The prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah are precisely dated, and are obviously 
special messages called forth by special occasions. But other prophecies - lyric 
dramatic, rhapsodic - are clearly universalised; a rhapsody like that of Joel wili 
be as objective a poem as a drama of Shakespeare. It is hardly necessary to add 
that the inspiration of an Isaiah, precisely like the sense of a Divine message 
announced by Milton, will find in the highest literary forms an appropriate channel 
of expression. 

Of special interest in this connection is the Book of Amos. This prophet, besides 
the regular prophetic work- of appeals to the national conscience with denunications 
of sin, and appeals to the national imagination with pictures of judgment- has clearly 
had a special experience that has weighed upon him; as an outsider ministering to a 
people more worldly minded than his own people he "has al every step encountered 
bitter opposition to his prophetic claims. Now I doubt if there is to be found any
where a work of more elaborate literary structure than this Book of A mos. As one 
element of this elaborateness Amos - like Isaiah, but with much more intricacy -
makes great use of the parenthetic interruption; what to most of us is a mere make
shift Amos wields as a weapon of rhetoric style. When this book in its full literary 
setting is before us we find a masterpiece of structural elaboration, with recurrent 
reiterations of form, rising through a sustained crescendo to an impressive climax. 
But we find this movement continually broken by parenthetic interruptions of pas
sages outside the structure of the rest of the work; some of them mere snatches of 
interruption, others with a new elaborateness of their own. \Vhen we survey the 
whole, we catch the idea that these different clements in the elaborated prophecy con
vey different sides of the prophet's consciousness: in the sustained movement we 
have rhapsodically presented his life message of sin and judgment, while in the pas
sages of parenthetic interruption we sec the prophet glancing at the personal opposi
tion that has from time to time sought to obstruct his work of prophesying. 

The relation of these Books of the Prophets to the rest of sacred literature can 
easily be indicated. Bible history is an historic framework connecting other literary 
forms which bring out the spirit and force of the narrative. These literary forms are 
usually story and song. But when the People of Israel reach their maturity there is a 
sudden expansion of literary spirit; the literary elements expressing the national 
consciousness break away from the historic framework, and become an independent 
literature in themselves. Thus the Books of the Prophets are to the later period of the 
nation's history what the stories and songs of the historic books have b~en to the earlier 
periods. It follows that lhe prophetic books should be read in their historic surround
ings. But here I take a distinction. The question is not of authorship, and the bio
graphic chronology of authors, to attain which scientific history must wade through 
balancings of imperfect evidence to dubious conclusions. Wl1at literary interest 
seeks is the historic~.! surroundings of the prophecy, not of the prophet: these, if they 
arc important at all, will lie on the surface of the literature itself. To appreciate 
the historic selling of these prophetic books nothing more seems necessary than such 
simple grouping of the books as I here subjoin. 

Northern Israel before its fall 

The Chaldean Empire at its height 

Nineveh: at its height of power 
in its fall 

Hosea - a native 
Amos - a missionary from Judah 

Habakkuk 

Jonah 
Nahum 
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Kingdom of Judah: in its flourishing Isaiah - a statesman of the capital 
period (culminating in the reign of Micah - a country prophet 
Hezekiah) 

Kingdom of Judah: 
Fall 

its Decline and Zephaniah 
Jeremiah 
(Anonymous) Three Prophecws of the Siege 

The Captivity: before and after the Fall Daniel (in Babylon) 
of Jerusalem Ezekiel (a colony near the River Chebar) 

Close of the Captivity, and the Return 

(a later period) 

With no clear note of time 

Tlze Rhapsody of Zion Redeemed (Isaiah 
Book VII) 

Haggai and Z<>chariah 
(Anonymous) Malachi or My Messenger 

Joel 
Obadiah 
(Anonymous) Tlze King of Peace 
(Anonymous) The Withdrawal of the Divine 

Sltephcrd 

Isaiah 

To him who at this day reads in the Book of the prophet Isaiah the paramount 
question is still, 'Understandest thou what thou readest?' The literary instinct is 
drawn to this wonderful book by a charm which often seems to be flying from us if 
we press it beyond beauty of expression to clearness of thought. The version of 
King Jamcs's time, so grand in its English sentences, so imperfect in that connected
ness of thought which lifts language into literature, has lulled too many of us into being 
content with prophecy as a storehouse of sacred sayings. If, desirous of something 
more, we go to the commentators whose Hebrew learning makes them our natural 
ad,·iscrs, we find them intent upon other things: upon constructing out of Isaiah's 
writings the history of his times, upon the grand question of authorship - whether 
there arc two or e\·cn more lsaiahs. And when in regard to some particular obscurity 
we seek from them exactly what has been said, no matter by whom nor when, our eager
ness is dashed by finding that in the opinion of these eminent authorities we may have 
only the rough notes of the prophet, made yet more disconnected by the illegitimate 
glosses of some wholly superfluous editor. 

From the :\Iodern Reader's Bible questions of authorship arc excluded: what is 
elsewhere claimed to he a Second Isaiah will here appear in its place as a seYCnth book, 
nothing more being postulated than what all schools of criticism may admit - that 
we have in these chapters a separate literary composition complete in itself. In 
dealinl( with the Biblical Isaiah, all other discussion must be subordinated to the 
settlement of the text. Not indeed in the ordinary sense of that phrase: for the 
critical determination of the Hebrew text, and the translation of its sentences into 
their English cquirnlcnts, it is a principle of this work to accept the Revised Version 
(text or margins). But an editor's work is only half completed when he has printed 
his author in solid columns of type, like a newspaper without the assistance that even 
a newspaper gives with its headings. The true form of the literary work must be 
presented to the eye. At present the ciTusion of a poetaster in the corner of a pro
vincial journal is printed with more discrimination of poetic form than the master
pieces of the Bible. The problem of this edition of Isaiah is to ascertain, from internal 
evidence and the analogy of other prophecy, what are the separate compositions of 
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which the whole book is made up, and what is the true literary form of each, and to 
present these to the eye with the conventional external arrangement to which a modern 
reader is accustomed. 

It has been no easy task: the morphology of Hebrew literature goes far outside 
that which has been made familiar to us in a criticism founded upon modern and 
classical authors. We cannot repeat too often the distinction of Hebrew among the 
great literatures of the world: how its verse is based upon a parallelism of clauses which 
also belongs to rhetoric; how there is therefore an overlapping in Hebrew of verse and 
prose, and also of those modes of thought to which verse and prose serve but as outer 
expression. In the Introduction to Job I endeavour to describe how marvellous an 
instmment of literary power is found in this infinite flexibility of Hebrew style. But 
what is true of Job is true in an equal degree of Isaiah. In this writer it is easy to sec 
that we have an orator, who wields with case the whole armoury of rhetoric. It is 
easy to see also that with him imagery and poetic expression are much more than acces
sories: he loves to linger upon his images, and rapidly shift them, until they become 
lovely pictures which we dwell upon for their own sake. But Isaiah goes far beyond 
this: he is essentially a creative writer, and regularly conveys his thought in indirect 
forms of dramatic presentation. And I would suggest further that we find in his 
writings a fusion of all other literary forms in that new form which is here called a 
Rhapsody. 

I am sensible of the awkwardness of attempting to introduce a new technical term 
in connection with literature so sacred and so familiar. But the new term is needed 
because the matter to be described is not paralleled in other literatures. If we an· 
to be limited to received nomenclature, perhaps it would be best lo describe the com
positions which I have in view as 'spiritual dramas.' The highly dramatic instinct 
of the Hebrew mind, denied its natural outlet of a theatre, permeates all branches 
of literature alike; and so prophecy has special forms which certainly leave on our 
minds as we read the general effect of dramatic realisation. But these prophetic 
dramas are such as no theatre could compass. For their stage they need all space; 
and the time of their action extends to the end of all things. The speakers include 
God and the Celestial Hosts;. Israel appears, Israel Suffering or Israel Repentant; 
Sinners in Zion, the Godly in Zion; the Saved and the Doomed, the East and the 
West, answer one another. There is often one who speaks in the name of God, yet is 
not God - the Voice of Prophecy may express the idea; at times the same personality 
seems to be present in the scene of his ministry, and becomes the Prophetic Spectator. 
Not infrequently 'Voices,' 'Cries,' with no more of personality than these words imply, 
carry on some part of the movement. Monologue is made to do the work of dramatic 
dialogue; especially where the Divine monologue, apostrophising nations or classes, 
makes them thereby present to the scene; or where it alternates between judgment 
and mercy, indignation and tenderness. Nay, paradoxical though it may sound, 
Silence itself is a speaker in these dramas: when, in the great Isaiah an rhapsody, 
Jehovah challenges the idols, their dumb impotence is made by him a step in the ac
tion of the scene; similarly in the Awakening of Zion, the movement of this realistic 
vision is made by reiterated appeals to Zion which are met with no response, until al 
the very end the Watchmen of Jerusalem awake and rouse their city to the glad 
tidings. 

Thus what of drama these prophecies contain is purely spiritual drama. But 
they contain also elements that are distinctly non-dramatic. The discourse of God, 
or of some other speaker, will be interrupted by lyric songs, rejoicing over or emphasis
ing what has been said: and with these lyrics no personality can possibly be associated, 
but they come, like the chorales of an oratorio, as abstract meditations upon the situa
tion that has been dramatically presented. Even prose disco\lrse may have at least 
a prefatory place in the rhapsodies. At times, again, the movement may be carried 
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on by fragments of narrated vision; or critical points may be announced by the author 
in his own words, like the elaborate 'stage directions' of the theatrical drama: in 
both these cases the work of drama being done by the narration which is the very 
antithesis of dramatic presentation. There is a difference greater even than this 
between the sacred rhapsodies and the drama of secular literature. In the nature of 
things dramatic action can never go back: the acts of a play must succeed one an
other in order of time. This characteristic is found in some rhapsodies, in others it 
is markedly absent: there may be an ad,·ance in the movement of such a rhapsody, 
but it is an adYance which islo11;ical and not temporal. The' Rhapsody of Judgement' 
with which Isaiah concludes his 'Dooms of the Nations' falls naturally into three 
parts. In !hr first we have a destruction that embraces the whole earth; in the second 
it has extended to take in heaven as well as earth. The scope of the prophecy cannot 
be further enlarged, but in the third section there is an advance in intensity: what 
before was a whole picture is now seen in the steps of its progress; the destruction 
which was complete in part two, is only threatening to fall upon the world at the com
mencement of part three; yet through this third part the quickened alternation of 
doom and hope makes an adequate climax. Dramatically such retrogression in time 
would be impossible: we have here a spiritual literature which transcends the limits 
of dramatic fonn. 

Thus Ilehrew prophecy obliges us to make an addition to the nomenclature of 
literature; and the term 'Rhapsody' - consecrated alike by poetry and music to 
express the most vivid presentation, and that a subjective or spiritual presentation, 
combined with the smallest limitation of form - may serYe the purpose. It is to be 
ohserwd that not only must we recognise complete rhapsodies, but the rhapsodic form 
is found Lo lea\'en other literary forms of prophecy in all degrees of completeness. 
The great Assyrian discourse of Isaiah is purely discourse, except that just as the 
crisis of the boastful im•asion is reached there is a momentary change to rhapsodic 
realisation - panic cries tracing the enemy's adYance to the very gates of Jerusalem: 
then discourse resumes to narrate the overthrow of the invader and the I\Iessianic 
peace that succeeds. Again - if my interpretation is correct - Isaiah's discourse 
of comfort lo Ahaz is punctuated by snatches of the enemy's ballads repeated by the 
prophet in realistic scorn; the climax also to this group of prophecies is made by 
triumph cril's of the invading enemy alternating realistically with bursts of vision of 
their overthrow. A type of rhapsodic treatment more de,·elopcd, yet still incomplete, 
is founrl in the interesting cluster of prophecies that centre around the idea of the 
Prophetic Watchman. He is presented as taking up his post on the outskirts of the 
Holy land, peering over the eastern wilderness into the darkness of the future. Floods 
of vision rush upon him at intervals: the Divine rnice is heard cheering on the hosts 
lo their work against Babylon, or spectacles of rout and panic arc seen: these realised 
visions are made to alternate with the prophet's own feelings at what he sees, or his 
explanations and admonitions. In the Book of Isaiah we may distinguish three 
ponions of prophecy as rhapsodies in the completest sense: and of these the most 
elaborate is that which co\'ers the last twenty-six chapters - the I<hapsody of Zion 
Redeemed, with its seven acts or 'Visions': The Servant of Jehovah Delivered from 
Bondage; The Sen·anl of Jehovah Awakened; Zion Awakened; The Servant of 
Jehovah Exalted; Songs of Zion Exalted; Redemption at Work in Zion; and The 
Day of Judgement. 

As regards literary form then Isaiah is discourse tempered by rhapsodic presen
tation in various degrees. What is the character of the thought which under such 
various forms is presented to us? ' 

The Isaiah of the first six books mav be descrihed as a man of one idea: and his 
one idea is the main thought of all prophetic writing. To the corruption and evil 
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around him he holds up a picture of a golden age in a future to be reached through 
a purging judgment from which only a remnant will escape. Whatever may be the 
immediate circumstances in which he speaks, this is always the drift of his message. 
He and his children arc for signs and wonders in Israel: one son he has named 
'Remnant Return,' the other 'Spoil and Harry.' In the vision of his call, when amid 
rocking temple and smoking altar and answering voices Isaiah, like Moses, is permitted 
to see the skirts of the Divine presence, his lips must be purified with the coal of fire 
before he may offer himself as messenger. And his message is to confirm the guilty 
in their g\1ilt - to make their heart fat and close their eyes and ears - until the land 
has been purged into a desert: even if there be but a tenth left it shall be purged again, 
and the final rP,mnant shall be as the stock of a tree that has been felled. 

The topics <if sin and judgment are everywhere being emphasised. Sin is the 
rebellion of children against the Divine parent, the unfaithfulness of a wife to a hus
band; it is the carefully tended vineyard bringing forth wild grapes; it is to forsake 
the rock of strength for the planting of pleasant plants and setting of strange slips 
and watching over the morning of blossoms - but the harvest is a heap in the day of 
grief and desperate sorrow. The judgment is the burning of fire under the glory of the 
thickets until they roll upward in vofumes of smoke; it is a Day of the Lord, cruel 
with wrath and fierce anger, when men fling away their idols to go into the caves and 
rocks and holes of the earth before the terror of the Lord, and his glorious majesty 
when he ariseth to shake mightily the earth. The message is not always in general 
terms: the prophets are the statesmen of Israel, opposition statesmen, standing for 
the theocracy against the established secular government. To the panic-stricken 
Ahaz the ideal of Divine presence is held up in the child Immanuel and the chilrl 
Wonderful; elsewhere the rulers of Judah are denounced as confiding in a refuge of 
lies, a covenant with death, which will be swept away by the overflowing scourge 
that is to pass through; the Divine vision has become a closed book, which the igno
rant will not read because he is not learned, and the learned will not read because it is 
closed; the national iniquity is a breach ready to fall swelling out in a high wall, 
whose breaking cometh at an instant. Judgment is to descend also upon the foes of 
the chosen people: these advance like rushing waters, they are chased away like dust 
whirled before the storm. Babylon, for all ·its glory, will become like Sodom and 
Gomorrah, a desert where not even the Arab wanderer will harbour, but doleful 
creatures will inhabit there and satyrs dance on its ruins: the morning star falls, 
and the underworld mo,·cs to meet him, peering curiously at the power that once made 
the earth lo tremble. Or all things are included in one general judgment, when the 
heavens will be rolled up like a scroll, and the host of the heavens fall like fading fig 
leaves, rivers of earth will become pitch and its dust brimstone: the smoke will go 
up for ever. 

From such universal judgment there will be gleanings - the shaking of an olive 
tree, two or three berries in the top of the uppermost bough, four or five in the out
most branches of a fruitful tree. For such a remnant there will be a golden age: 
when the scarlet sins will have become white as snow, when the harlot city will be the 
city of righteousness, purged with the blast of judgment; when the mountain of the 
Lord's house will be established at the head of the mountains, and many peoples will 
be flocking there, as to a judge whose reign of peace will beat their swords into plow
shares and their spears into pruning hooks. Sometimes the happy future appears 
gradual in its coming: amidst the breac:j of adversity and water of affliction there is 
yet the blessing of visible teachers and voices guiding al every turn of the way; the 
picture enlarges with pastoral imagery of streams of water on the high hills, cattle 
feeding in broad pastures, the increase of the ground fat and plenteous; again the 
light of the moon becomes as tpe light of the sun, and the lil(ht of the sun increases 
sevenfold; songs of victory abound as in the night when a holy feast is kept, while 

1394 



Books of the Prophets 9<- Zion Redeemed 

eYery stroke of the appointed staff laid on Assyria is with tabrets and harps and re
.joicing. Or, on the other hand, the veil of judgment darkness that wraps the nations 
is suddenly rent for the SaYed on the holy mountain, and there break out songs of 
death swallowed up for ever and tears wiped away from all faces. On such a moun
tain of holiness the Shoot out of the stem of Jesse will judge with equity in a reign of 
eternal peace, the wnom passing from the snake, the wolf, fatling and .lion's whelp 
playing together \\"ith a little child to lead them, while songs of deliverance rise daily 
around the wells of salvation. The happy remnant will see the King in his beauty, 
their eyes will behold a far-stretching land, a place of broad rivers and streams, 
where no war galley can pass along: Jehovah will be judge, law-gi\·er, king, saviour. 

Quite apart from any question of theology, it may be ~aid that no more precious 
legacy of thought has come down to us from antiquity than this Hebrew conception 
of a golden age to come. It is difficult to overestimate the bracing moral influence of 
an ideal future. The classic thought of Greece and Rome took an opposite course: 
their age of gold was in the remote past, the progress of time was a decline, and the 
riches of philosophy claimed to be no more than a precarious salvage. The result 
was the moral paralysis of fatalism, or at best individualism. The imaginati,·e pic
tures of biblical prophecy inspire spiritual energy by bringing a future to work for, 
and, on the other hand, the weakness of a luxurious optimism is avoided in the writings 
of an author who, while he puts forth all his powers to exalt the future, insists always 
that the only way of entrance to this future is the forcible purging out of evil. 

The Rhapsody of Zion Redeemed 

When we turn from the six books to the Rhapsody of Zion Redeemed, we find the 
same general conception, which indeed is the thought of all prophecy, but it is now 
expanded, and placed in a new setting, associated with new historic surroundings. 
It may be safely asserted that nowhere else in the literature of the world have so many 
colossally great ideas been brought together within the limits of a single work. 

The first of these great ideas is the prophetic significance put upon the conquering 
career of Cyrus and his deliverance of Israel from Babylon. The force of this part 
of the prophecy has been much obscured by the widespread tendency to dwarf 
'prophecy' into 'prediction,' and it has been argued as if all the tremendous machinery 
of the first Vision, with its scene of all the nations of the earth summoned before the 
bar of God, were put in motion for no further purpose than to exhibit Jehonth as 
capable of predicting a future which he was capable of making. In actual fact, the 
words of the \'ision associate 'foreseeing things to come' with 'declaring the former 
things': what the idols are challenged by Jehovah to do is to put upon the course of 
eYenls such significance as the significance these events arc found to bear when they 
are viewed in the light of Jehovah's purpose. This counsel of Jehovah is elaborately 
brought out: how he had chosen his people from among the nations; how, unfaithful 
to their calling, they became blind and deaf, and, to magnify the law, they were per
mitted to be hidrlen in the prison houses of exile; how their captors abused their 
olfice, and laid burdens on God's people, as if these were but their natural capti\'es; 
how therefore Cyrus is raised up as an instrument of righteousness to strike the nations 
down and set Israel free; how Israel comes forth from his prison houses 'a blind 
people that hath eyes, a deaf people that hath ears.' It had been .too light a mission 
for Israel to raise up his own fallen people, he is to bring forth judgment also to tlH· 
Gentiles; the dispersion of Israel has been the means of leavening the nations, and 
opening to them a way of salvation by which all nations of the earth may be blessed. 
It is as if the ages had been slowly and blindly dragging into place the different cle· 
mcnts of some magnetic circle: the final event of Cyrus's career has completed the 
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circle, and Jehovah's purpose from the beginning has been flashed forth to the work!. 
If we go no further than this, it appears that in this rhapsody men's thoughts are for 
the first time lifted to a philosophy of world history. 

Closely associated with this is another of the great ideas of the rhapsody - thal 
of spiritual conquest. The authority that proclaims Israel as Jehovah's Servant to 
bring judgment to the Gentiles, proclaims also that this work is to be done withoul 
violence: he is not to strive nor cry; the bruised reed he is not to break, nor quench 
the smoking flax. The image describing his mission is the gentle agency of 'light', 
with its i:resistible illumination: he shall not burn dimly until his light has reached 
the farthest ends of the earth. This is among the loftiest moral conceptions of all 
human thought. How new an idea it was is measured by the length of time it has 
taken even the leaders of thought to grasp it. In actual history, the men of the Return 
were distinguished by a spirit of violent exclusiveness, that sought to draw tighter 
the bonds of hereditary privilege; their literary production, The Chronicles, delighls 
to dwell upon a religious reform like that of Asa, with its covenant 'that whosoever 
would not seek the LORD the God of Israel, should be put to death, whether small or 
great, whether man or woman.' Fifteen ·centuries of Christianity exhibited Jews 
persecuting Christians and Christians persecuting Jews; Catholics Protestants, 
and Protestants Quakers; before the idea began slowly to make its way that force 
cannot conquer spirit. This ideal of purely spiritual dominion is found, adorned 
with all the beauty of poetic setting, in the Hebrew rhapsody. 

It should be noted again that in this work of 7.ion Redeemed, the fundamental con
ception of God is put upon that basis on which discussions of theism must ultimai<"ly 
rest. The rhapsody of course is filled with scorn of idolatry. The idol worship]"'!" 
must first plant his tree and wait for the rains of heaven to nourish it; meanwhile 
he sweats over the forging of his axe; when at last he can cut down his tree, the more 
important functions of firewood and cooking must still have precedence: the rub
bish that is left is to be converted into a God of worship. But scorn of idols, if it 
stands alone, is open to an obvious retort: no idol worshipper, it will be said, ever 
supposes that a bit of wood sav.cs him; the wood is the symbol of a supernatural power. 
In the Isaiahan rhapsody this scorn of idols is associated with an antithesis of anothl'r 
kind: contempt is poured upon the forming of idol gods to contrast with a God who 
has formed the people he redeems; the idols are carried in procession - Bel bowing 
over one beast, Nebo stooping over another - but Jehovah has carried his peopl" 
from infancy, and even to old age will he carry them. We are thus brought into contact 
with the fundamental question of theism: Is God something to be 'made,' 'recog
nised,' 'accepted'; or is he the maker of the very mind that would 'recognise' or 
'accept'? A man may not choose his parents; may he choose his God? Is God 
a supreme induction of human inquiry, or has he been revealed as something beyond 
human thought? Or, to take the phraseology of a modern epigram, Is man the 
noblest work of God, or is it that God is the noblest work of man? Thus on one 
more topic the Hebrew prophet is keeping us among the fundamentals of universal 
thought. 

The rhapsody, once more, is filled with the idea of Redemption: and the familiar· 
ity of this word in modern theology must not make us forget that among the moral 
conceptions of human thought the world has reached nothing higher than this. All 
force of poetic presentation is put forth to exalt this idea. In the first Vision inex
haustible tenderness is made to play around the new thought that the Maker of Israel 
has become his Redeemer. The sixth Vision is a picture of the redeeming presence 
at work in Zion, from the first sight of a vineyard given up to the beasts of the fore~t, 
while watchmen sport and dogs slumber, to the song of Zion in her glory as the c;1ty 
of Salvation. Besides this direct treatment there is an indirect mode of exaltmg 
the idea of Redemption that is very potent: such imagery and allusion is employed 
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as wiil exhibit the return across the desert from Babylon, with mystic food and waters 
of comfort, as the parallel of the original deliverance from Egypt. The words are 
found in the Book of Jeremiah, but it is the thought of this rhapsody that they ex
press: 

Behold, the days come that it shall no more be said, As the LORD 
liveth, that brought up the chil<lren of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, 
As the LORD liveth, that brought up the chil<lren of Israel from the land of the 
north, and from all the countries whither he ha<l driven them. 

Judgment, the final vindication of good and destruction of evil - the fundamental 
thought alike of Hebrew wisdom and Hebrew prophecy -- appears in the rhapsody 
as the point up to which the whole dramatic movement has been working. Jehovah 
is seen in the ,·ision of the \Vatchmcn as coming from Edom, with crimsoned garments 
from Bozrah: he has trodden the winepress of judgment on the nations. And the 
judgment in Zion itself is the finale of the whole rhapsody, displayed with that pendu
lum swing of alternating thought which is in Hebrew literature the highest mode of 
emphasis.- Vengeance and mercy are poured out upon the one side and the other, 
amid a background of confused terror and glad surprise. The final note is a holy 
mountain with its sacred feasts for the saved of all nations: darkened only by the 
occasional glimpse of transgression consuming outside under a!'l undying worm and 
a fire that is not quenched. 

There is yet one more idea lo be reckoned among the prominent thoughts of the 
Rhapsody of Zion Redeemed. In the literary sense it is the leading idea of the whole, 
yet the literary interpreter finds it diflicult to handle, so closely has the idea in ques
tion become entangled with theological discussions. It is remarkable that Chris
tian and Jewish theology, so different from one anplher, yet make their appeal lo the 
same prophetic writings. The literary interpretation of such prophecy is something 
distinct from both. Theology will base its conclusions on more than one piece of 
literature, and can bring one part of sacred Scripture to fix the limits of interpretation 
to another: in literary analysis each individual work must be interpreted for itself. 
Theology again has its own canons of exegesis, which extend to secondary, symbolic 
meanings: literary interpretation, quite as much as grammatical analysis, is confined 
to the natural prirr.ary sense. Hence it is what may be expected, that the literary 
analysis of Scriptural works should be a common ground upon which opposing theolo
gies may meet. Apprpaching then the Isaiahan rhapsody in a purely literary spirit 
we may ask, \\'hat is the significance to be attached to the 'Servant of Jehovah,' 
who occupies in it so prominent a place? In the first of the seven Visions the nation 
of Israel is unquestionably the Servant of Jehovah. The use in a familiar passage 
of St. Ma/thew of words from this Vision in application to Christ is an example of 
secondary interpretation; it must not blind us to the fact that the Servant who is 
delivered from prison houses, and is to bring light lo the Gentiles, is in explicit terms 
the nation of Israel. In the second Vision the Servant of Jehovah is again explicitly 
identified with Israel, and in set terms he awakes lo the mission which, in the previous 
part of the rhapsody, had l.Jcen imposed on him. \'ct even here it would seem that 
there is some idealising of the nation, for we sec Israel rousing Jsrael; and at the close 
of the second Vision there has been associated with the Servant of Jehovah just so 
much of personality as is implied in the idea of a martyr who gives his back lo the 
smiters, and his cheeks to them that pluck ofT the hair. In the third Vision the Ser
vant of Jehovah docs nol appear; in the fourth he is announced by Jehovah as highly 
exalted, co the astonishment of the nations which had misread his humiliation. As 
the chorus of astonishment follows, we are able lo see how the Servant of Jehovah 
has grown into a mystic personality, with which are associated in the clearest of lan-
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guage the idea of vicarious sufferings, and a soul made an offering for sin. From this 
point the 'Servant of Jehovah' no longer appears. But when, in the sixth Vision, 
there appears a presence striving for the redemption of Zion, the question must 
inevitably arise: Is the hero of this sixth Vision the same as the hero of those that 
went before? Has the original conception of the nation of Israel been still further 
idealised into a new conception, or have we here a distinct personality? The more 
I have studied this rhapsody the more I have become convinced that we have in this 
case a real literary obscurity. Theology may on independent grounds argue for 
or against the identification; but, so far as regards the simple analysis of the literature, 
the question must be left unsolved, and the personality of the sixth Vision described 
simply by the name, ' The Redeemer.' 

I have thus briefly reviewed the main thought in the biblical Book of Isaiah, and 
the literary forms by which that thought is brought home to the imagination and heart. 
Even in literary form the world has produced nothing greater than Isaiah; and the 
very difficulty of determining its literary form is so much evidence how cramped and 
imperfect literary Fiticism has been made by the confinement of its outlook to the 
single type of literature which has come to monopolise the name 'classical.' But when 
we proceed to the matter and thought of Isaiah - the literary matter, quite apart 
from the theology founded on it - how can we explain the neglect of such a master
piece in our plans of liberal education? It is the boast of England and America that 
its higher education is religious in its spirit: why is it then that our youth are taught 
to associate exquisiteness of expression, force of presentation, brilliance of imagina
tive picturing, only with literatures in which the prevailing matter and thought is on 
a low moral plane? Such a paradox is part of the paganism which came in with the 
Renaissance, and which our higher education is still too conservative to shake off. 
The friends of literary education who rebel against the thought of so one-sided a 
culture have a definite issue to contend for: that at least Isaiah and Job should take 
their place beside Plato and Homer in the curricula of our colleges and schools. 

Jeremiah 

The Book of Jeremiah needs little in the way of introduction. Its most important 
interest is also that which lies most upon the surface, - the personality of the prophet 
himself. There is no other of the sacred authors who has taken us with such intimacy 
into his life, both public and private. We know not only the discourses of Jeremiah, 
but also the details of their reception; we hear the prophet's bursts of despondeni:y, 
his secret communings with God; he is not only influenced by the history of his time, 
but also helps to make it. 'Ve must of course not assume that the successive portions 
of the book stand exactly in the order of their composition: there are places - for 
example, Book VI - where obviously chronology is subordinated to similarity of 
subject-matter. Such cases, however, cause no real difficulty; and, broadly viewed, 
the Book of Jeremiah is a prophetic autobiography. 

Here, however, an important distinction must be taken. It is customary to think 
of the prophets of Israel as the preachers of their times, - preachers and statesmen, 
since they ministered among a people with whom the modern distinction of sacred 
and secular had no legitimate place. This was no doubt their most general function. 
But some of them, notably Isaiah and Jeremiah, added to this another function: they 
were poets. By this I do not merely mean that in their discourses these prophets 
allowed themselves a wider scope for poetic modes of expression than has been cus
tomary with other orators. What I desire to emphasise is that portions of the pro
phetic works stand altogether apart from the literature of address; they consist of 
ideal imaginings, musical singing, all that the student understands as creative poetry. 
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Yerv few of the Doom Prophecies contain any suggestion of being addressed to the 
pcojJlcs they denounce; the 'Rhapsodies' of Isaiah arc spiritual dramas. The sub
ject-matter of such prophecies may very likely have entered again and again into oral 
discourse, but in their present form they are independent of it. It is hardly necessary 
to remark that surh portions of the prophetic writings are not less sacred than the 
rest: the claim of Divine inspiration covers them, and these as all other kinds of 
prophecy rest on the one basis, ' Thus saith the Lord.' The distinction is one of 
literary form. But to the literary reader there is a wide difference between the dis
course that is addressed to an audience, and the pure poetry that offers itself as food 
for dnout meditation and imagination. Milton "justified the ways of God to men," 
as he understood them, in the idealised scenes of the Paradise Los/; and so may the 
prophetic poet embody thoughts with which he feels inspired in forms that appeal to 
the imag-ination as well as to the reason. 

Of poctn·, in this sense, Jeremiah, besides the Doom Songs, has given us only 
two considerable examples.* The shorter of these is the' Rhapsody of the Drought': 
a poem of wonderful tenderness, which, starting from a vivid picture of drought, 
presents Repentant Israel pleading with a God who turns away, and will answer only 
through the prophet, until at last he is softened, and recognises a purged remnant who 
"take forth the precious from the vile." The other is the lengthy composition which 
follows immediately after the call of the prophet, and which I have entitled 'The 
Prophet's .\lanifcsto' as embodying the full message of his ministry. In form it is 
an elaborate rhapsody. The first of its seven divisions is made up of pleadings with 
Judah: great wealth of imagery is used to express the Divine remonstrance and pity. 
In the second section the example of (northern) Israel is held up, already cast off for 
her sins; the example becomes the more pointed when at the close Israel suddenly 
appears repentant, and is forgiven. The third section returns to Judah: and the 
successi\·e sections dramatically present, along with Divine pleading and panic
stricken woe, a constantly advancing judgment: at first it is only in rumours of com
ing foes, striking Judah with a terror that is but half understood; then full destruc
tion appears, but only in vision; then, with a reminiscence of Abraham interceding 
for Sodom, God arrests the destruction while the prophet searches for one just man on 
whose account pardon might be given; now is heard the command to the foe to advance, 
but not to make a full end, while fresh pleadings are poured forth in vain; finally 
the advance of the foe is traced in all its stages - the setting out at noon, the ap
proach under the shadows of night - while the last anguish is seen of a people sur
rounded by swords in the fields and the ways, and terror on every side. It is note
worthy that only to these two compositions has Jeremiah appended the epilogue which 
appears at the conclusion of his call: as if to bind together these poetic compositions 
with the productions of his regular ministry. 

To Doom Prophecies a whole book is devoted: and Jeremiah's Doom of Baby
lon is by far the most extended and elaborate example of this type of composition in 
the Bible. It has the structure so familiar to us in the poems of Isaiah: the Divine 
word of denunciation and threatening interrupted by outbursts of lyric song realising 
and celebrating. In the present case this structure is crossed by another -- a seven
fol~ division, of which the central and climax section is itself sevenfold in form, clabo
ratmg the thought of Babylon's doom under seven images: a sword is upon her, 
tu.ming boasters into dotards; a drought making her waters a desert; a destroying 
wmd fans her empty; the foes settle as a plague of cankerworms upon her land; Baby
loi;i has been the Lord's battle-axe, now to be broken in pieces; the d~stroying moun
tain shall be rolled down and become an extinct volcano; the threshing-floor has 

* ~hortcr examples are viii. 4; ix. 10; x. 17. A rhapsody I have described as the fusion 
of all literary forms in one: in those of Jeremiah discourse is more prominent than in other 
rhapsodies. 
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found the harvest time when it will be trodden. The interrupting lyrics are in one 
case an exaltation of Jehovah over the idols, in another a wailing dialogue of af!licted 
Zion and Jerusalem; but for the most part they are an unwearied reiteration of the 
one glad theme - Babylon fallen; the swarming foes, the pitiless shouts, the sudden 
surprise, the total ruin: 

Shout against her round about - she hath submitted herself; 
Her bulwarks are fallen - her walls arc thrown down; 
For it is the vengeance of the LORD, - take vengeance upon her; 
As she hath done - do unto her. 

Jeremiah's Doom of Babylon may be classed with Isaiah's poem on the same topic, 
and Deborah's Song, as the foremost representatives of realistic lyrics in sacred litera
ture. 

The greater part, however, of the Book of Jeremiah is a reflection of the life and 
ministry of the prophet. The epilogue of which I have spoken - three times re
peated in substance - presents Jeremiah under the figure of a solitary besieged city 
amid his people. The image is expressive, for Jeremiah's lot was to fling himself 
directly against the ardent patriotism of his generation, in behalf of the righteousness 
that is above all consideration of country. National corruption had gone too deep 
for Judah to stand alone; all that seemed left to her was a choice of lords, and two 
parties had formed themselves, leaning to Babylon or to Egypt. There could be no 
doubt which side would be taken by the prophetic order. Egypt was the symbol of 
the sloth and luxury which undermines the moral fibre; Babylon suggested energy, 
and conquest by the Chaldeans would deslroy only that secular government against 
which it was the mis5ion of prophecy to testify in the name of the theocracy. King 
Josiah had been on the side of the prophets: his eldest son, after the fashion of heirs 
apparent, had supported the opposition. When Josiah lost his life in assisting Baby
lon against Egypt, the Babylonian party was still strong enough to pass over the eldest 
son, and scat on the throne the unfortunate Jehoahaz - the Shallum of Jeremiah's 
dirge (xxii.ro). His lot was lo be carried away into lifelong captivity in Egypt; Jehoia
kim regained his birthright, and with him a tide of Egyptian luxury set in (xxii. 13). It 
is no wonder then that Jeremiah celebrates in a spirited war ballad (xlvi.2) the Battle 
of Carchemish, which settled forever the supremacy of Babylon o\'er Egypt. But 
before and after this Jeremiah's prophetic attitude was to oppose all hopes of national 
independence, and to proclaim that Judah's highest hopes must be humiliation under 
the power of Babylon. 

The call to the prophetic ministry came to Jeremiah early in life, and it is expressly 
dated as five years before the discovery of the book of the law and the Reformation of 
Josiah, which constituted the last flicker of spiritual life in the history of Judah. If 
we may argue from the order of compositions, the years following this call are repre
sented by the elaborate poetic work (ii-vi) which I have called the Prophet's Mani· 
festo. Immediately following this we have the first distinct appearance of Jeremiah 
in public: his commission is to stand in the Temple precincts, and proclaim how these 
buildi11gs of Jehovah's Temple in which men trust may nevertheless be overthrown, 
like Shiloh, for the nation's sins. More of this bold denunciation occupies Book II, 
along with lamentation for Judah, and rhapsodic picturing of Zion heard from a far 
land, wailing that the harvest is past, the summer is ended, and she is not saved. The 
third book star.ts with the high hopes generated by the Reformation of Josiah: the 
prophet receives a commission to enter upon a missionary journey, preaching 'the 
Covenant' throughout the cities of Judah, and accepts the task with a hearty 'Amen.' 
The record of this commission is immediately followed by a record of utter failure; 
the prophet encounters persecution in his own native city of Anathoth, and in personal 
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experience is confronted with the bitter problem of the prosperity of the wicked. 
Throu11:hout this and the following book despair of his country is seen to have taken 
complete possession of Jeremiah; though a later book is devoted lo prophecies of 
future restoration, yet it has become abundantly evident at this point that all hopes 
for Judah lie on the other side of ruin. The Lord is to be knnwn no longer as the God 
who brought Israel out of Egypt, but as the God who has brought them from the land 
of the North, and from all the countries whither he had driven them (xvi. 14). 

The turning-point in the public career of Jeremiah is made by a single discourse 
and a single symbol. He receives an inspiration from the work of the potter: 

And when the vessel that he made of the clay was marred in the hand of the 
pntkr, he made it again another vessel, as sremf'd goocl to tllC' potter to make 
it. Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 0 house of Israel, 
cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. 

The image of 'clay in the hand of the potter' has passed into our ordinary speech. 
But it is easy to imagine how this idea, on its first presentation, would penetrate to the 
\'cry quick of the national conscience. The people are sitting careless to righteousness 
in sublime consciousness of Jeho\'ah's selection of the chosen nation: they arc con
fronted with the itlea that the Di\'ine potter may remould his clay into a \'cssel of dis
honour. The sensation thus produced can be traced in the succession of prophecies. 
Jeremiah appears at once as the head of a party: 'ciders of the people' and 'elders 
of the priests' support him in a public demonstration (xix.1). The solemn procession 
passes out through 'the Gate of Potsherds' into the Topheth valley; Jeremiah hold
ing a potter's bottle in his hands proclaims the hopeless doom of the country, and seals 
the word by breaking the bottle on the spot henceforth to be known as 'The valley of 
Slaughter.' Then the procession returns, or at least Jeremiah returns, to the court of 
the Temple to repeat his denunciation there: the chief oflicer of the Temple seizes 
him and places him in the stocks. War has been declared, and from this point the 
life of Jeremiah is part of the history of Jerusalem; he is the centre and rallying-point 
of all who are on the side of Jehovah. A royal deputation begs of him in vain a com
forting prophecy. Priests and false prophets indict him of a capital offence, princes 
and people interpose to secure his acquittal; again princes procure his imprisonment, 
and a weak king secretly works for his release. From his place of custody he formally 
nel{otiates (not without secret misgiYings) a purchase of land in the midst of the Baby
lonian conquest as token of the hopes for the future; it is, as Mr. Streane justly re
marks, like the Roman buyi_ng the land on which Hannibal was encamped. The 
Babylonian commander treats him with deference, offering him the choice of remaining 
in bis own land or removing to Babylon; the officers of the besieged arrest him as a 
deserter; finally, a body of refugees carries him ofI by main force into Egypt. 

Jeremiah may well have been 'the weeping prophet' of Israel. 

Woe is mr, my mother, that thou hast home me a man of strife and a man 
of contention to the whole earth! I have not lent on usurv neither have 
men lent to me on usury; yet every one of them doth curse n;c. 

He stands between this outer life of universal unpopularity and an inner life of 
irresistible inspiration. 

And if I sar, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his namr, 
then there 15 in mine heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my hones, and 
I am weary with forbearing, and I cannot contain. 

Compelled in the exercise of his ministry to quench the hopes of 
1

patriotic pride, the 
fulfilment of his prophecies makes him an ei<ile from a ruined country; fighting all 
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his life against Egypt, he is forced to end his days a captive in that idolatrous land. 
Attempting even in the midst of ruin to prosecute his ministry among his fellow-exil.es, 
he finds that they attribute all their woes to the doctrines he has preached: "Since we 
left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven ... we have wanted all things." 
Like a smouldering taper, his life goes out in obscurity and oblivion. 

If the judgment of posterity could atone for contemporary neglect, Jeremiah 
might well have wherein to glory. Modern thought has recognised him as the central 
point in the religious history of his people, where the overthrow of a national religion 
becomes the starting point for the religion of the individual life and the 'new cove
nant' written on the heart. Yet this seems a reflection unworthy of the prophet who 
has left us as the most sublime of his many sublime sayings this: 

Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glorielh 
glory in this, that he understandeth, and knoweth me, that I am the LORD 
which exercise lovingkindncss, judgement, and righteousness, in the earth. 

Ezekiel 

Ezekiel, in all respects one of the Greater Prophets, has a very special place in 
the history of literary form. What in his predecessors has been occasional and sub
ordinate becomes in his prophecy a dominant form of utterance. And again, the 
reflection in written record of the prophetic life and ministry takes shape in Ezekiel 
as an elaborately arranged literary work. 

The form of discourse so characteristic of Ezekiel may be termed Emblem Pro
phecy. Its simplest illustration is when, for example, the prophet appears before his 
audience holding in his hands two sticks, with the name of Judah written upon the one 
and Israel upon the other. In the eyes of the people he solemnly joins these sticks 
together, and from this emblematic text proceeds to enlarge upon the healing of the 
national schism, and the glory of a united people under a Davidic rule. Of course, 
such objective emblems have been seen in other prophets: in Isaiah, walking bare
foot as a captive; in Jeremiah, holding up his stained girdle; in Samuel, rending his 
mantle before Saul. The use of dumb show as a starting-point for other modes of 
presentation has characterised literatures widely separated from one another. In the 
early tragedy of the Renaissance the spirit of a scene was regularly conveyed in em
blematic action to the eye before the dialogue commenced; and this has been made 
familiar to the most general reader by the example of it preserved in Ham/et, where 
the gesture of pouring poison into the sleeping king's ear startles the conscience of 
the guilty murderer in the audience before a word of the play has been spoken. In 
written literature dumb show becomes hieroglyph; and, in connection with such names 
as Alciati in Italy, Jacob Catz in Holland, Quarles in England, Emblem Poetry
hieroglyphic texts with discourses in verse - formed for more than a century the chief 
religious literature of Europe, and, though now forgotten, furnishes thousands of 
volumes to the libraries of curious collectors. 

In studying Emblem Prophecy it is very important to recognise that the emblem is 
no more than the text, from which a regular discourse takes its departure. This 
principle will guard the student against opposite errors of interpretation. On the one 
hand, some writers have not only read the symbolic action of biblical prophecy with 
extreme literalness, but have treated it as if it constituted the prophecy itself. It is 
true that there was in Israel a rude prophecy which consisted wholly in action, and 
which is still to be seen in the fakirs and dervishes of Semitic peoples, with whom a 
reiterated howl or a contorted body is the whole of their religious act. But the pro-
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phets of biblical literature use such gesture language only as a prologue to \'erbal 
utterance. On the other hand, some commentators show a tendency to explain away 
the dumb show of prophecy, until it is left as little more than a literary image. They 
are actuated by a feeling that much of what is so described seems puerile and beneath 
the di~ity of prophecy. But such a feeling is one to be resisted, more especially if 
the reader he of the English-speaking peoples: it is due largely to the notorious de
ficiency in gesture which makes our speech so dull and clumsy to our European neigh
bours. Am· one who has heard a Gavazzi preach, or seen a Salvini act, will know 
how much ~,f dignity, as well as force, accompanies the vivid action that half tells 
the tale before words come to complete it. Thus to herald speech with dumb show is 
only an extension of the well-known principle of oratory, that the significant gesture 
should, by howe,·er slight an interval, precede the words, the mind being thus uncon
sciously inllamcd by force of curiosity into a receptive attitude that is of itself a mode 
of emphasis. 

It will be well to take particular examples. The emblematic action in the Book of 
E:ekicl reaches its greatest minuteness in the Mimic Siege of Jerusalem (iv.1). 

Thou also, son of man, take thee a tile, and lay it before thee, and pourtray 
upon it a city, ewn Jerusalem: and lay siege against it, anrl build forts against 
it. anrl cast up a mount against it: set camps also against it, and plant batter
ing rams against it round about. And take thou unto thee an iron pan, 
anrl set it for a wall of iron between thee and the city: and set thy face 
toward it, and it shall be besiegerl, and thou shalt lay siege against it. 
This shall be a sign lo the house of Israel. 

l\loreowr, lie thou upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of 
hrad upon it: according lo the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon 
it, thou shalt hear their iniquity. For I ha\·e appointed the years of their 
iniquity to he unto thee a number of days, e\·en three hundred and ninety 
days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israd. And again, 
when thou hast accomplisherl these, thou shalt lie on thy right side. and 
shalt hear the iniquity of the house of Judah; forly days, each day for a year, 
have I appointed it unto thee. And thou shalt set thy face toward the sil'ge 
of Jcrusalrm, with thine arm uncovered; and thou shalt prophesy against 
it. . . . Take thou also unlo thee wheat, ancl barl<'y, and beans, and lentils, 
and millet, and spelt, and put them in one vessel, and make thee bread thereof; 
... anrl thy meat which thou shalt t·at shall be by weight, twenly 
shekels a dav: from time to time shalt thou cat it. . . . And thou, son of 
man, take th;·e a sharp sword, as a barber's razor shalt thou take it unto thee, 
and shalt cause it to pass upon thine head, and upon tby beard: then lake 
thee balances to weigh, and divide the hair. A third part shall thou burn 
in the fire in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled; and 
thou shalt take a third part, and smite with the sword round about it; and 
a third part thou shalt scatter to the wind, and I will draw out a sword after 
them. And thou shalt take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy 
skirts. 

This passage has been a stumbling-block to interpreters. So sympathetic a writer 
as Stanley has been misled into saying that Ezekiel "would lie stretched out motion
less, for more than a year, like one crushed to the ground under the burden of his 
people's sins." On the other hand, Dr. Davidson in his valuable commentary would 
persuade us that such action as this was intended merely to be described in narrative. 
But this attenuation of the natural meaning is surely impossible in view of the simple 
explicitness of the language quoted above. What, on such a theory, is to be made of a 
passage like this? 

And, behold, I lay bands upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one 
side to another, till thou hast accomplished the days of thy siege. 
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Take again the following:-

And thou shalt eal it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it in their sight with 
dung that cometh out of man. . . . (Then said I, Ah Lord Goo I behold, 
my soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up even till now have 
I not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or is torn of beasts; neither came 
there abominable flesh into my moulh. Then he said unto me, See, I have 
given thee cow's dung for man's dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread 
thereon.) 

Such scruple on the part of the prophet would indeed be puerile if it related to what 
was no more than a narrated symbol. These opposite difficulties are avoided when the 
emblematic action is understood literally, hut as no more than the text for a spoken 
discour[~. It is clear from the book as a whole that deputations of the people were in 
the habit of appearing before the prophet to hear a word from the Lord; such depu
tations were frequent, and, indeed, one passage* strongly suggests, if it does not dem
onstrate, that they were of daily occurrence. The natural interpretation of the pro
phecy cited is that, during the period it indicates of more than a year, the daily dis
course had for ils text some portion of the action so elaborately prescribed. Now the 
prophet would strike the attitude of the besieger of Jerusalem; now his dumb show 
would suggest the details of famine, or the choice of fatal evils that awaited those who 
miserably survived to the end of the siege. Such syml;olic gesture - prolonged per
haps for no more than a few moments - would introduce a verbal discourse of the 
same tenor: and Lhe closing paragraphs ( v. 5) of Lhe written prophecy are a summary 
of the matter reiterated in these many discourses. On this view the very minuteness 
of the prescribed directions assisls towards the variety of symbol texls the prophel 
had to choose from. And the prolongation of this one Lheme through these mul
tiplied presentations is amply justified, both by the position of the fall of Jerusalem as 
the very foundation of Ezekiel's prophetic mission, and by the obstinate incredulily 
of the infatuated exiles to which his words so often bear witness. 

In this discourse of the Siege of Jerusalem the emblematic starling-point has been 
sustained dumb show. Similar dumb show, extended to a greater or lesser degree, 
seems lo introduce other discourses. The prophet eats 'bread of trembling' when he 
is about lo touch upon the panic of the besieged; more elaborately on another occa
sion, when the same topic is to be taken up, he is seen bringing out household stuff for 
removing, and then, as if in a sudden accession of panic, moving with his face cowred 
to suggest a sudden escape by night. Sometimes the text is a gesture again and again 
reiterated: the prophet is to smite with his hands, stamp with his foot, as he expresses 
his horror at Judah's idolatry and doom. The speaker's attitude may serve the same 
purpose: he is to 'set his face' toward the south, or 'drop his word toward' the sanc
tuaries. \\Then we recollect how much in the story of Daniel is made of Daniel's 
turning his face as he prays toward ,Jerusalem, under circumstances in which a more 
private prayer might have left him undisturbed, it is easy to understand how even so 
slight an action as this might be powerful in the hands of an Ezekiel. Again, a phrasl' 
or cry can make an emblem text. An early discourse (vii. 1) is made distinctive hy 
the reiteration throughout its course of such words as 'It cometh ! ' 'The end is come!' 
And two other discourses (xix. rand ro) find an objective accessory in the familiar wail
ing rhythm which binds together their clauses. Immediately before the great crisis 
the prophet's whole demeanour is made emblematic; though the desire of his eyes is 
taken away at a stroke, he is to mourn only in silence, for so the people, when the city 
of their desire is fallen, will have no heart even to weep, but "ye shall pine away in 
your iniquities, and moan one toward another." 

*Compare xxiv. 18, and note on page 1583. 
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An emblem in its fullest form is at once objective and symbolic. Some of Ezekiel's 
discourses find texts in things which are objective without being symbolic. On two 
occasions he seizes upon the attitude of the audience before him, as they sit waiting 
for an inspired word from God, and makes this a standpoint from which to denounce 
the apostasy from the divine law which deprives of all claim so to inquire of the Lord. 
Elsewhere he uses as texts the thoughts of his audience, and the proverbs that are habi
tually upon their lips. A nearer approach is made lo the full emblem when a dis
course is founded upon a parable: a parable is simply an emblem presented in nar
rative instead of in '·isible form. In one case the Vine-the national emblem of Israel 
- is mentioned for the unexpected purpose of suggesting Lhat this stands among 
the other trees of the forest as the one wood which is fit for no use. On othei' occasions 
elaborate para hies are sustained through the whole of a lengthy discourse. Such is 
the Parable of the Foundling, rescued in her helplessness, nurtured and made a spouse, 
yet turning Lo adultery. This thought, and the variation of it which presents Samaria 
and Jerusalem under the names of Oholah and Oholibah, are drawn out by Ezekiel 
";th the most Yivid minuteness; the yearning tenderness of the prophet, and his habit 
of calling coarse things by coarse names, make these discourses amongst the most 
powerful and characteristic of the prophet's writings. The dark parable or riddle 
must not be omitted (x\'ii. 1 ), in which cedar branches and eagles and rivers are strangely 
mingled to suf,!g-est political powers and movements. And in this connection may be 
mentioned a discourse of Ezekiel which stands out by itself - the Invasion of Gog. 
This is not to he interpreted as a specific prediction of an historical event, nor, on the 
other hand, as merely a parable; but under the typical names of Gog, l\Icshech, 
Tubal, - suggcstiYe of the dimly known confines of the earth, - are generalised 
hostile forces however distant, which, after the 'many days' of a future howe\"er 
prolonger!, may be massed in opposition to a purified people, only to fall in the holy 
soil by a destruction from on high, and to trouble Israel with no more than a notable 
burying. 

Visions, as they appear in Ezekiel, are a variety of Emblem Prophecy. These em
blems are \"isibly displayed to the eye of the prophet in his trance, but "·hat is seen is 
presented as a symbol, not a reality. This is ob,·iously the case with the Vision of 
Dry Bones, \\'hich, as Ezekiel prophesies, arc inspired from the four winds, an<l be
come an exceeding great army. But similarly in the Vision of the polluted Jerusalem, 
the abominations viewed by the prophet arc so many types of sins actually pre,·ailing 
in the guilty city. And in the companion prophecy Ezekiel on the mountain of vision, 
like :'.\loses upon 'another mount, has revealed to him the pattern and ideal of a purified 
temple anrl a holy land. In the supreme vision of all, which constitutes the call of 
the prophet, and underlies the final revelation of his ministry, what is seen is conveyed 
by the guarder! expression 'the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.' 

At one parl of the ministry of Ezekiel, when the fall of Jerusalem is near and ex
citement runs high, symbolism seems occasionally to perrnde the whole of a dis
course, and there is a mingling and interchange of oratory and graphic action which is 
without parallel in other literature. An example is the section. which I have entitled 
The Sword of the Lord (x.'\i); here attitude, gesture, visible emblem, sustained dumb 
show, are all mingled together and combined wilh song. Al the opening, the prophet 
sets his face toward Jerusalem, and drops his word toward the sanctuaries. But as 
the address progresses, he suddenly draws forth a sword: this is the sword of the Lord 
which is to go forth out of its sheath against all flesh from the south to the north, and 
it will not return any more. Suddenly, the drama.tic speaker has identified himself 
with the victims of this divine sword. 

Sigh therefore, thou son of man; with the breaking of thy loins anri with 
bitterness shalt thou sigh before their eyes. And it shall be, when they say 
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unto thee, \Vherefore sighest thou? that thou shalt say, Because of the 
tidings, for it cometh: and every heart shall melt, and all hands shall be 
feeble, and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak as water. 

Now the theme of the sword is resumed, and with it mingles what is evidently some 
military strain or folk-lore song, of which the augmenting lines suggest the gathering 
spirit of combat. 

A sword, 
A sword, 

Jt is sharpened, 
And also furbished: 

It is sharpened that it may make a slaughter; 
It is furbished that it may be as lightning! 

For a single moment the other side is presented - a people careless and secure: "the 
Rod of my son, it contemneth every tree." But the impending destruction continues 
to gather force: -

And it is given to be furbished 
That it may be handled: 

The sword, it is sharpened, yea it is furbished, 
To give it into the hand of the slayer. 

There is a sudden change, and cries and howls proclaim how the sword has fallen 
upon the people, and the Rod that contemneth is no more. The emblematic move
ment seems to become more and more rapid: -

And let the sword be doubled the third time; 
The sword of the deadly wounded: 
It is the sword of the great one that is deadly wounded 

Which compasseth them about. 

I have set the point of the sword against all their gates, 
' That their heart may melt, 

And their stumblings be multiplied: 
Ah ! it is made as lightning ! 

It is pointed for slaughter -
Gather thee together, go to the right; 
Set thyself in array, go to the left -

Whithersoever thy face is set. 

A total change ensues, and the sword is now the sword of Babylon: its point traces a 
rough map on the floor, a meeting-point of roads, where the advancing conqueror 
stays to cast lots; dumb show just suggests the shaking of the arrows, the looking into 
the liver, and then the advance is decided for the way to Jerusalem. The denuncia
tion that follows of the "deadly wounded wicked one, the prince of Israel," soon finds 
a climax in the uncrowning of the king, and the cessation of kingship "until he come 
whose right it is." There is yet another change, and the song of the sword continues: -

•A sword, a sword is drawn, 
'For the slaughter it is furbished: 

'To cause it to devour, 
'That it may be as lightning': -
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this time it is the sword of Israel's neighbour foes, the children of Ammon, and their 
boastful hope is to lay it on the necks of their hereditary enemy in his time of humilia
tion. But the speaker suddenly plunges the sword into its sheath: so is symbolically 
introduced the fate of Ammon to return to the land of his birth and be judged there. 

Anotlwr example of complex and startling symbolism is the discourse of Ezekiel 
which centres around the idea of a caldron (xxiv. J). This again has been a difficulty to 
commentators in regard to the interpretation of the emblematic action. Can it be sup
posed, objectors have asked, that the prophet in the performance of his sacred func
tions would go through operations of actual cooking, and throw pieces of meat about 
on the ground? But those who raise such an objection have failed to note that in 
this discourse the usual introductory formula has been varied: the passage reads, not 
"Take a caldron," etc., but "Utter a parable ... and say ... 'Set on the cal
dron.'" There is no question here of a visible caldron and actual cooking, but only 
of a rude folk song, which is suddenly reversed and brought to a spiritual application. 
For the fundamental idea underlying this utterance of Ezekiel we must go further 
back, to an expression that appears on the lips of the most abandoned among the in
habitants of Jerusalem, who express their confidence in the impregnable walls of their 
city under the image of the caldron that interposes between the meat and the fire: -

These arc the men that devise iniquity, and that give wicked counsel in this 
city: which say, Is not the lime near to build houses? this city is the caldron 
an<l we be the flesh. (xi. 2-3.) 

In elaboration nf such an idea the prophet chants - possibly with suggestive action 
- the song of the cook at his work: 

Set on the caldron, 
Set it on, and also pour water into it: 

Gather the pieces thereof into it, 
Even every good piece, the thigh and the shoulder; 

Fill it with the choice bones; 
Take the choice of the flock, 

And pile also the bones under it: 
Make it boil well: 

Yea, let the bones thereof be seethed in the midst of it. 

But suddenly a burst of divine denunciation is· interposed, and a suggestion of a very 
different kind is fastened upon the emblem of the caldron; the blood-stained city is a 
rusty caldron, which must cast out its meat and be plunged itself into the very hottest 
of the fire till it is purged. 

Woe to the bloody city! 
I also will make the pile great: 

Heap on the wood, make the lire hot, 
Boil well the flesh, and make thick the broth, 

And let the bones be burned. 
Then set it EMPTY upon the coals thereof, 

That it may be hot, and the hrass thereof may burn, 
And that the filthiness of it may be molten in it, 

That the rust of it may be consumed. 

Emblem prophecy in its various forms has so regular a place in Ezekiel's dis
courses that it becomes interesting to examine the few cases in which it is absent. 
One of the discourses (xiii. 1) that lacks an introductory symbol opens with the 
epigrammatic phrase: "Prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy.'' 
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Another (xiv. 12) has a structure of marked regularity-- parallel sentences culminat
ing in a similar sentence of climax. It is more interesting still to note the discourse 
against the Shepherds of Israel (xxxiv). This has no emblem text, but it maintains 
unbroken a succession of pastoral imagery: from the first denunciation of the 
shepherds that feed themselves, through the tender picture of the Divine Shepherd 
seeking out hi5 flock, and delivering them out of all places whither they have been 
scattered in the cloudy and dark day, to the consummation of the secure dwelling in 
the wilderness and the showers of blessing on the holy hilL We seem to catch as a 
principle in the literary style of Ezekiel, that a discourse which lacks the introduc
tory strength of an emblem text .should be compensated by some other literary 
featur!' of marked definiteness; and the last example has suggested how of all liter
ary devices sustained imagery seems most fitted to replace visible symbol. To 
the more important among the Doom Songs of Ezekiel individuality is given by the 
sustained imagery on which each is founded. The first attack on Tyre develops the 
picture of the bare rock to which Tyre shall be reduced, a place for the spreading of 
nets in the midst of the sea. What follows elaborates the thought of the mercantile 
metropolis as a glorious ship, to which all peoples of the earth - reviewed in long 

. enumeration - have made their contributions; but the Ship of Tyre is brought into 
great waters, and broken in the heart of the seas. Again, the prince of this fairest 
of earth's cities is denounced under the figure of the Guardian Cherub of Eden, walk
ing up and down in the midst of the stones of fire, until through unrighteousness he 
is cast out, and consumed with his own fire before the eyes of the nations. And 
the climax prophecy, the grand Doom of Egypt, has a sevenfold structure founded on 
the seven images which are successively elaborated. Egypt is the <;:rocodile of his 
own rivers, to be drawn out with all the fish of his waters clinging to his scales, and 
cast into the wilderness. Egypt shall be granted to the Babylonian conqueror as 
wages for his fruitless campaign against Tyre. A third prophecy against Egypt turns 
on lhe familiar prophetic image, the Day of the Lord. A slighter Doom prophecy 
puts the thought of Pharaoh's arm broken; an elaborate outpouring follows whirh 
works out the image of the fallen cedar. Next Egypt appears as the dragon of the 
seas: and, by the link of the popular fancies about the dragon monster, imagery 
of eclipses and disastrous darkness is interwoven. Finally, there is a \Vail for Egypt, 
as she goes down into the pit: the great ones of the underworld, each with her 
graves around her, are imaged in succession speaking their muffled greeting, while 
at each pause the refrain chimes its monotonous chant: -

All of them slain ! 
Fallen by the sword! 

Such is the most striking of the literary peculiarities of Ezekiel: the use of emblems 
to introduce discourses, and in a few cases the saturation of oratory with graphic 
acting; while in the prophecy that is written and not spoken the visible symbol is 
replaced by the sustained image. If to any reader it seems that such features of 
prophetic delivery must be too secular for so sacred a function, and that there would 
be clanger lest attention might be called from the message itself by the interest in thl' 
delivery of the messenger, the answer is that this is precisely what did happen in actual 
fact. 

And as for thee, son of man, the children of thy people talk of thee by the 
walls and in the doors of the houses, and speak one to another, every one to 
his brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear what is the word that cometh 
forth from the LORD . . . . And, lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely 
song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on !ln instrument: 
for they hear thy words, but they do them not. (xxxiii. 30.) 
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I do not understand the commentators who call Ezekiel's description of his vision 
'prosaic.' To me it appears that alike the terms into which he translates the details 
of the supernatural, and the stages by which the manifestation progresses towards 
its completion, are such as to affect us with all the power of the highest poetry. The 
diificulty in this vision is, not any deficiency of poetic power on the part of the de
scriber, but the weight of symbolism with which the Yision itself is charged, and which 
is sul1icient to disturb the poetic sense of a reader who is not an Oriental. Hence the 
value of studying again the same picture as it comes to us transmitted through the 
imagination of a western poet. 

Forth rush'd with whirlwind sound 
The chariot of paternal Deity, 
Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn, 
Itself instinct with spirit, but convoy'd 
By four cherubic shapes, four faces each 
Had wondrous, as with stars their hodics all 
And wings were set with ryes, with eyes the wheels 
Of beryl, and co.reering fin-s between; 
Over their hcarls a crystal firmament, 
Whereon a sapphire throne, inlaid with pure 
Amher, nnd colours of the show'ry arch ...• 
At once the four sprco.d out their starry wings 
With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. ..• 
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows~ from the fourfold-visaged four, 
Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels, 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes, 
One spirit in them rul'cl, and every eye 
Glar'd lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire. 

Paradise Lost, Book VI. 

In presence of this awful glory Ezekiel receives his commjssion as prophet. It i! 
a threefold commission: each part distinct in itself, with the delivery of the successin 
stages separated by movement in the vision surroundings. The first commission is tc 
testify to the nation of Israel: through the community of exiles Ezekiel is to speak tc 
the wider people, and denounce them as rebels against their God, whose chosen cilJ 
must be ruined before the glory of the future restoration is possible. When t hi• 
much has been brought ho{lle to his mind the retiring glory sweeps the prophet on hi! 
way, and he comes "in bitterness, in the heat of his spirit" lo the community of exile! 
to whom he is to speak his denunciation. But the shock of contact with human lift 
strangely checks the prophetic utterance, and he sits among his fellows 'astonicd 
for seven days. Then the conflicting impressions are harmonised, and the secon< 
element of his prophetic work is made known to him. He is to be the \Vatchman o 
the Captivity: amid the coming judgment upon the whole nation the individual sr.ul. 
before him are his care, to speak the warning by which each may be saved. Thu: 
Ezekiel, like Jeremiah, stands at the point where the conception of natioml religim 
begins to yield to another conception in which the religion of the individual soul i 
more prominent. But the call of Ezekiel is not yet complete. Again the hand of th' 
Lord is upon him, and he again beholds the glory upon the plain; and the third o 
the three words spoken to him is this: 

But thou, son of man, behold, they shall lay bands upon thee, and sh~! 
bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among them: and I w1 

make thy tongue cleave lo the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumt 
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:O.Ieanwhile, Ezekiel is not so far from us as the strange delivery of his prophecies 
mii;:ht incline us to think. The visible emblems of this prophet are a thing of the 
past, but till' tendency he emphasised to seek an external starling-point for discourse 
has continued. The Emblem Prophecy of Ezekiel is a transitional stage in the de
velopment of the modern Text and Sermon. 

I have yet to speak of another of the literary characteristics of Ezekiel - the 
elaborate arrangement of the book. Both in the case of Isaiah and Jeremiah there 
arc suggestions of editorial arrangement, whether on the part of the prophet himself 
or another editor. But with Ezekiel the matter of oral discourse has been in its 
written represc·ntation worked up into an artistic whole. The distinctness of the 
emblem text makes the diYisions of discourses very marked, and we can say with 
confidence that the whole of Ezekiel falls into seven books, each (except the central 
book) di,·i,:ed into sc,·en c;liscourses; further, there is a tendency for the last discourse 
of each book to he a climax, and some of these final discourses arc themselves seven
fold in structure. Such symmetrical arrangement must not be understood as imply
ing anything unnatural or artificial on the part of the prophetic writer: all that is 
necessary is a tendency to think in numerical diYisions, which is a widely diffused 
literary characteristic. Not to 11:0 outside biblical literature, I have pointed out 
(below, page qb2), how the wise men of Israel tend to divide their wisdom in divisions 
of he. ,\gain, the final discourse of The IVisdom of Solomon has a sevenfold illus
tration broken l>y a se,·enfold digression. Throughout prophetic literature the num
ber snen pre\·ails: The Rhapsody of z:mi Redeemed not only has a division into seven 
acts or Yisions, but further, its opening act is made by an alternation seven times re
peated. And the Boo}, of Revelation, which gathers up all Old Testament prophecy 
in itself, has its se\'en churches, se\'en seals, seven angels sounding, seven bowls to be 
poured out. In the present case the disposition of Ezekiel's writings upon the seven
fold basis, which is here followed, gives the clearest conception of the unity of the whole. 

The mass of discourses which makes up the whole ministry of Ezekiel comes to us 
enwloped in a glory of supernatural vision. To Isaiah and Jeremiah was granted 
a Lheophany; \Jut this was in their case only the occasion of their call to the prophetic 
oft1ce and appeared no more. But the divine glol")' amid which Ezekiel received his 
call reappearcrl to him at critical points of his ministry, and mingled with his final 
vision of the irleal land of promise. Very elaborately, and by succcssi\•e stages, is the 
whole glory of Ezekiel's vision made manifest to him as he stands beside the river 
Che bar. Forces of nature usher it in: the stormy wind, the cloud mass, and against 
this background a fringing radiance enclosing a centre of solicl fire, - yet not solid, 
for it is soon seen to be a 'fire in folding itself,' for e\'Cr ehanginl( into a new body of 
splendour that is still the same. To forces of nature are now added forms of animal 
life: faces, feet, wings, shapes of men, of oxen, of eagles, yet all realised in a medium 
of fire, and fire that is alive with motion, living creattires traversed by running torches 
that flash lightnings as they nm up and down. The life of inert matter is added, -
mechanism: wheels within wheels, that mystically blend with the life already seen, 
for their rings are high and dreadful, full of eyes round ahout. The whole is instinct 
with one will, and mo,·es with a single impulse. The culminative power of the vision 
continues its st~ges: over the head of the li,·ing creature the gazer is aware of a fir
mament, its terrible crystal stretched forth o\"er the amber glory below. Above the 
firmament is heard a voice, there is the likeness of a sapphire throne. So great is 
the prophet's dread of suggesting form in connection with the manifestation that is 
coming that he only speaks of 'a likeness as the appearance of a man' above the 
throne; and even thi~; seems lost in a rainbow radiance of fire that flashes in all direc
tions. A we afflicts the prophet as the manifestation reaches its culmination, but 
spirit enters into him and carries him along. 
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and shall not lJc lo them a reprover: for they arc a rebellious house. Bui 
when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord Goo. 

This Opening of the l\Iouth is the most distinctive mark divinely set upon the ministry 
of Ezekiel. Other prophets would go amongst the people, would mingle their pro
phetic words with common life and incident, until prophecy itself had become a thing 
common and iamiliar. Ezekiel is to refuse the popular role of prophet; he is to shut 
himself in his house, and the people are to come to him, not he to them. Even when 
the elders of the people are before him he is still to be dumb, until the word of the 
Lord suddenlv comes to him, and his Q10Uth is opened. It is Ezekiel's distinction to 
speak the insjiirccl word at the very moment of its inspiration.* 

The remainder of the first liouk opens out, in four discourses, the prophet's mes
sage tu the nation of Israel. The mimic siege presents the destruction impending 
01·er the citv and its criminal citizens; the section that follows speaks the doom of 
the land; another discourse - with its wailing refrain of 'Behold it cometh!' -
realises the panic of the inhabitants. Then comes the climax to the first book in Lhe 
trane_' that falls upon Ezekiel in the very presence of the inquiring elders. Again the 
)!:lory of his 1irst vision is about him, and he sees the pollutions of Jerusalem: the 
ima)!:C of jealousy in the court of the Temple, the chambers of abominable imagery, 
women weeping for Tammuz, men with their backs to the temple and their faces 
toward the cast. And he sees also the fire taken from between the whirling wheels 
to make destruction fur the city, a destruction that shall begin at the sanctuary itself. 

I have l'ntitlcd the second book The Sevenfold Token: the message itself has been 
fully opened, the succeeding discourses address themselves to the susceptibilities 
and prejudices which accept or reject. Here we encounter the emblems of Stuff 
for Removing, and Bread of Trembling: the l\Iimic Siege had used signs which sym
bolised the various sorts of destruction, but here are given signs which realistically 
bring home 111 the imagination the sufferings of individuals. A third prophecy attacks 
the hopes bred uf delay: as the contemporaries of St. Peter would say -

\\"hen· is the promise of his coming? for, from the day that the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation: 

so the sceptical among the exiles cry that -

The days arc prolonged, 
And every vision failcth. 

The fourth prophecy attacks equally the h.lse hopes that would explain away the 
prophetic visions as forecasts of a far distant future. The three remaining sections 
uf lhis book are occupied "with undermining delusive grounds of trust: trust in False 
Prophets, daubing a wall with untempered mortar when the overflowing shower is at 
hand; trust in Vain Inquiry - the special providences of the Hebrew religion, which 
shall be denied; trust, finally, in the Vicarious Righteousness of a few who might, 
as when Abraham interceded for Sodom, be the sa!vation of the whole people; but 
m this guilty land 'Noah, Daniel, and Job,' it is declared, shall save only their own 
righteous souls. 

The discourses of the third book make a Sevenfold Parable: one and the same 
truth is conveyed under seven successive figures. Here we have the Parables of the 
Vine, of the Foundling (with its sequel based on the proverb, 'Like mother like 

*For this as against the other and more usual interpretation of the passage, see note on page 
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daughter'), of the Eagles and the Cedar, which have already been mentioned. The 
fifth discourse has a proverb for text: -

The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
And the children's teeth arc set on edge. 

The previous discourses of this book had addressed themselves to the hopes of the 
people, this parable is addressed to their despair. They are convinced that they arc 
suffering hel;-ilessly for the sins of their fathers: Ezekiel is charged with the divine 
word that "all souls are mine," and with eloquent reiteration he declares that the 
man who turns from iniquity shall save his. soul alive. There follow the wailing 
parables of the trapped Lion and the broken Vine. 

\Ve have reached the fourth, or central book of the seven. This is made up of a 
single discourse; but it is one well calculated lo stand alone, for it comprehends in a 
single view the whole scope of Ezekiel's prophetic message. The elders of Lhe people 
have come as usual io inquire of the Lord: in place of a word of response there sud
denly falls upon them a word of judgment. The discourse passes in review the long 
conflict between the relenting justice of God and the obstinate sin of his people, from 
the first clinging in Egypt Lo the idolatries of the land down to the final corruption of 
the people in the very heights of the land of promise. Any one of these revolts might 
well have made void the covenantal relation of God to his people; but God has 
"wrought for his name's sake," that the original divine purpose might not be frus· 
trated. At last a point has been reached when God refuses to be inquired of by the 
guilty people. But for his name's sake he will work still. 

That which cometh into your mind shall not be at all; in that ye say, \Ye 
will be as the nations, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and 
slone. 

The people called of God shall not he permitted at their will to sink back to the Jew] 
of the peoples from among which they were chosen: there shall be a fresh exodus 
from the nations among which they are scattered into a fresh 'wilderness of the 
peoples'; those who are still rebels shall again fall in the wilderness; but finally in 
the mountain of the height of Israel shall all the house of Israel, all of them, serve 
their God, and he will "be sanctified in them in the sight of the nations." 

The fifth book contains Seven Last Words before the crisis of the city's fall. The 
first discourse is a word of destruction and fire against the South, that causes 
Ezekiel in that incredulous circle to be deemed a speaker of parables. There follows 
the vivid symbolism of the Sword of the Lord. In the third prophecy the guilty 
city is brought up for judgment, and the catalogue of her crimes rehearsed. One 
discourse de1·clops the Parable of Oholah and Oholibah, another carries it lo a climnx 
of judgment on the guilty adulteress~s. In the sixth section the emblem of the Ru,ty 
Caldron mocks the mad confidence <'f the lcsiqrrd in the very midst of the investment. 
And the final discourse of the book uses Ezekiel himself as a sign: his silent grid 
under his bereavement is a foretokening of \\'oe bevond l\Joumi;1g, when the city 
which is the desire of all Hebrew eyes shall have vielded to her fate. 

The seventh and last book is to start from the. fall of Jerusalem, and to speak of 
restoration and a glorious future. Bet1veen that book and the point we have just· 
reached is interposed the book of Dooms of the Nations; the position is appropriate, 
for the various nations are denounced because of their hostility to the chosen people, 
or their exultation over its ruin. Ammon has said Aha! against the sanctuary when 
it was profaned; ~foab has rejoiced that the house of Judah is like unto all the na
tions; Edom and the Philistines have shown perpetual enmity; Tyre has hoped she 
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shall be replenished now that Judah is laid waste; Zidon has been a pricking brier 
and a grieving thorn to the house of Israel. Even Egypt is to feel the hand of 
Jehovah- · 

becausr they have been a stafT of recd to the house of Israel: when they 
took hold of Lhee by thy hand, thou diclst break, and didst rend all their 
shoulckrs, and "·hen they leaned upon thee, thou brakes!, and madest all 
their hiins lo be at a stand. 

And a single brid section makes unmistakable the purport of this sixth book, by 
dwelling upon the triumph of Israel amid the Doomed Nations, when the people of 
Israel arc gathered into their own happy land, and their God is sanctified in them in 
the sight of the nations. 

The first oi the seven di,·isions of the seventh book stands by itself; it is not a 
discourse, but a collection of notes on the fall of Jerusalem, reflecting the many
sidedness of that e1-cnt in the life and experience of the prophet Ezekiel. FiYC sepa
rate sections may be distinguished. The shock of judgment has emphasised the 
prophet's oilice of Watchman for the indi\"idual souls before him, and the first section 
repeats the matter of his original commission. In the portion that follows, we are 
able to see the overwhelming despair with \\·hich the confident people had been sud
denly stricken : -

Thus ye speak, saying, Our transgressions and our sins arc upon us, and we 
1•i11c· away in them; ho\\" then should we live? 

It is the prophet's pri,·ilcge to declare that their God has no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, and lo dwell upon the way of return. The third note, of only a few lines, 
records how, according to the divine promise, the first news of the city's smiting was 
brought to Ezekiel himself; how again, hours before the messenger came, the inspi
ration of the message had opened the prophet's mouth. There is a section of de
nunciation for the triumphant neighbours of fallen Judah, and a mocking of their 
ambitious hopes. Final!)' another consequence of the critical event is noticed: 
the callous hearers of Ezekiel's discourses shall learn at last that he is something more 
than an artistic preacher. 

The remaining discourses make the fall of the nation a basis on which to build up 
a prophecy of future glory. "'ith the Shepherds of Israel who ha\"e fed themselves 
is contrasted the Divine Shepherd who will gather his scattered flock to his holy hill. 
The prophet turns his face toward :\fount Seir, and tclls how for its cruel triumph it 
shall lie made an astonishment and a desolation; he turns to the mountains of Israel 
and proclaims holl" it shall Le said, The land that was desolate is tecome like the gar
den of Edt'n. There is a momentary return of the opening Vision, and Ezekiel is 
inspired to o;ee the VallLy of Dry Bones, and the transformation which typifies the 
resurrection of the hopes of Israel. The emblematic joining of the sticks holds out 
a future for one nation under one king. Under the names of Gog and his allies a 
heathendom more distant than the distant Chaldeans is pictured as inrndini,. in a for
oIT future a purified land, and giving names to valley and city through the vast bur)'
ing of their stricken hosts. There is a long inten·al of years, and thl'n the prophet 
Ezl'kiel records his final revelation: amid the original ,rlory on a rrm•ntain of vision 
he has seen the pattern of the holy city, and the e:-calted land; and, with a minuteness 
paralleling the original minuteness of the re,·clation to Moses, he makes knowi;i all 
its laws and ordinances and portionin11:s, until the final note is reached in the naming 
of the city from the Presence of Jehovah. 

Ezekiel is less read by the modern reader than his two companions amon11: the 
Greater Prophets: no doubt because of the peculiar literary form which distinguishes 
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his writings, and the unfamiliarity of symbolism to the western mind. But surely, 
a little attention to this special feature of expression is sufficient to put us in touch 
with it, and then the very distinctiveness of the emblem prophecy becomes a source 
of literary attraction. Isaiah among the prophets was the great poet; Jeremiah 
was the great preacher; Ezekiel appears not less the great artist. Isaiah in the divine 
presence was conscious of unclean lips, and his mouth touched with the live coal from 
the altar became a fountain of spiritual purificalion. Jeremiah shrank from his call 
as a mere child, and was strengthened to become a solitary fortress in Israel, maintain
ing his lonely testimony amid unpopularity and ruin all around. The third prophet 
amid the glory of his vision has a book mystically stretched out before him: it is 
wrilten within and without with lamentations and mourning and woe, yet when he 
eats it, it is in his mouth as honey for sweetness. It is not the least of the surprises 
of biblical literature that the most unmitigated denunciations of rebellion and threaten
ings of ruin are committed to the prophet whose mode of utterance has an artistic 
sweetness that is all his own. 

Daniel and the Minor Prophets 

We pass to Daniel, and to what are known as the Twelve or the Minor Prophets. 
Each book deserves separate consideration. Y ct there is interest in the old tradition 
that has grouped the twelve into a corpus prophetarum: comments on the individual 
books may be preceded by comment on the whole group. And first as to a point of 
arrangement. All that in the Bible follows the eighth chapter of Zechariah will he 
found in the present edition under the heading 'Anonymous.' Every reader will be 
aware that the authorship of the latter part of Zechariah is disputed. Had it, how
ever, been merely a question of disputed authorship, as with Isaiah, I should haw 
considered the matter outside the field of the present work. But the issue in the pres
ent case is something entirely wilhin the scope of the Modern Reader's Bible - the 
question of the divisions of the sacred books. The facts seem to be these. The 
prophetic literature of the Old Testament was arranged under the names of the re
puted authors, ending with the book of Zechariah (our Zechariah i-viii); following 
these were anonymous prophecies with subject-titles. The last of these subject-titles 
was 'My Messenger' (Malachi). How positively this was understood as a subjecl· 
title is illustrated by the fact that the Septuagint translates it as 'angel,' and the Tar
gum ascribes the authorship of the book to Ezra. But in process of time 'Malachi' 
was read as a personal name, and thus the closing section of the prophetic roll seemed 
to follow the general form; it was natural then that the intervening sections with their 
subject-titles should attach themselves to the preceding book of Zechariah. This 
account of the matter seems probable in itself, and is further confirmed by New Testa
ment references. Four passages from the latter part of Zechariah are cited in the 
New Testament: three of them are cited without the name of any author, the fourth 
is ascribed by St. Matthew to Jeremiah.* Now if an anonymous prophecy is being 
quoted, it is natural for Jeremiah, the.lengthiest of the prophetic writers, to give his 
name to the whole roll of prophecy, as David has given his name to the whole collec
tion of psalms. If, however, the writing had appeared under the name of Zechariah, 
St. Matthew could not have ascribed it to Jeremiah without being guilty of misquota
tion. Under these circumstances, to have followed the biblical headings in this edi
tion would have been to pronounce on a question of authorship; the plan I have 
adopted leaves the question open. In any case, authorship is a matter of importance 

:ti Matthew xxvii. 9-10; compare Zechariah xi. 12-13. The other passages are Zechariah ix. 9 
(in Matthew xxi. 5 and John xii. 15); chapter xii. 10 (in John xix. 37 and perhaps Revelation 
i. 7); xiii. 7 (in Matthew xxvi. JI and Mark xiv. 27). 
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chiefly to the historian. But it would have been a real literary loss lo be deprived 
of the subject-title '-"Iy Messenger,' which gives such unity and suggestiveness to Jhe 
final division of prophecy. 

It is hardly necessary to bespeak attention for the scriptures included in this group. 
They are 'minor" only in length: for the rest, it is doubtful if any collection of mis
cellaneous likrature has eYcr brought together so many writers of such surpassing 
interest. They stretch over a period of time which, on one theory of dates, is as great 
as that which in En1dish literature separates Wycliffe from Browning. Of the indi
,·idual prophets, Amos was a herdsman and dresser of sycamore trees; Daniel a 
mage, and enc oi a lriumYirate administering a world empire; Jonah was a mission
ary; ?11icah a plain countryman; Zephaniah of royal descent; the rest have died 
away from human record leaving only their works to speak for them. As we go 
through these prophetic writings we are introduced to Babylon, land of mystery, of 
<;!reams and interpreters, of mutations in a single moment from an emperor intoxi
cated with omnipotence to the dim consciousness of-beast life, from a royal orgy to the 
writing upon the wall of doom. \\"e see the Chaldean again as a world conqueror, 
ta king the nations in his net and sacrificing only to his drag. In one prophetic hook 
l\ineYeh appears as a Yasl city of three days' journey, S\Yept through and through 
with an infectious thrill of penitence; another prophet gi,·cs us a realistic word picture 
of N'ineYeh in her careless gaiety, N'ine,·eh smitten with bewildering destruction, 
l\ine\·eh desolate and a thing of the past. Here it is that we ,·iew most clearly the 
picturesque corruption of northern Israel, where the sterner Hebrew strain was adul
terated by the luxury and joyous imagination of Tyre. At one point we have a glimpse 
of border warfare anrl border hate. Elsewhere the prophecies deal with Judah, 
or with Israel in general. \Ye see this Israel in the full strength of national hope, 
looking for a King of Peace who shall enter in lowly triumph, and garrison his land, 
with his people as the weapons of his \l·ar. \Ye see the ebbing of these hopes, and the 
gradual withdra1Ying of the Divine Shepherd, until Israel is left a flock for the slaughter. 
Jerusalem is presented under the siege, yet with mighty hopes of repentance and de
li1·erance. The exiles arc sceil as a scattered 'church' witnessing in the heart of 
the Babylonian '1rnrld.' In Haggai and Zechariah "·e have the return from exile, 
and the reweaYing of the strands of national life in rene1Yed Temple service, a recovered 
prophecy, and a princedom taking the place of the old kingship. And Malachi re
flects the dull period when the impulse of the exile has been exhausted, and there is 
nothing but a weary looking for a :\Icssengcr of God, who shall effect a rousing for 
which nati,·e energy is no longer left. 

The sacred thought embodied in these varied scriptures is at once varied and the 
same. Hosea lows to dwell upon God's yearning love, the love of the husband for 
the fallen wife, of Lhe father for his prodigal son. Amos takes his stand for morals 
as against religion itself, when the two have irreligiously clashed. l\licah presents 
the true and the false prophecy contending in the struggles of daily life. But other 
themes grow together into the one prophetic theme of judgment - the Hebrew coun
terpart of our modern providence. With Nahum it is a judgment upon the foe, as a 
fflrm of mercy to God"s people; Jonah comes as a corrective, with the thought of 
Jehovah's mercy extending outside his people to the sixscore thousand innocents of 
:'\incveh. The mystery of·judgment which troubled the wise men of Israel - the 
impunity of the wicked - appears in Habakkuk magnified to the scale of nations: 
this prophet's prohkm is the sight of the Chaldean allowed to prosper and punish 
wickedness less great than his own. Several of the prophecies are filled with a 'Day 
of the Lord': the judgment regularly appears as a visitation first upon Israel, to destroy 
the evil that is in it; lhen there is a purification and restoration, and finally a judg· 
ment between Israel and the nations; there is at the last an inauguration of a heaven, 
but it is a heaven upon earth. 



Daniel ~ Literary Introductions 

The literary forms under which this thought is conveyed cover the whole range 
of prophecy; moreover, they involve certain minor peculiarities of structure which 
render specially important what the present work endeavours to supply - the reflec
tion of literary structure in the printed page. The simplest of all literary forms is the 
story: this is ideally represented in Daniel and Jonah. For prophecy a natural 
form is discourse: the sermons of the Minor Prophets seldom remain at the dead level 
of discourse, but flash into realistic pictures or dramatic dialogue. In A mos the most 
artificial rhetoric is sanctified for spiritual effects; he has a grasp of style which can 
draw in even the preface as an artistic interruption. In Hosea scatter~d outbursts 
of prophetic truth in conflict with everyday life have crystallised into brief epigrams. 
In several prophets we have the 'doom form,' which produces in speech the effect 
which music produces when it combines recitative and song. The emblem - which 
is in prophecy what the fable is in philosophy - is used to express stages of spiritu:.I 
declension or of advancing <loom. Elsewhere we have the apocalypse, or great 'un
veiling,' - unveiling of the future in a philosophy of history, and unveiling of tlw 
unseen world with its angelic spectators of human affairs. And drama is exhibiterl 
by the Minor Prophets in various degrees of fulness: Micah moulds a single brief 
thought in dramatic form; Hosea dares to cm body in monologue the varying moods 
of Deity; Joel and Habakkuk give us the full force of the ·'rhapsody' which is the 
dramatisation of the spiritual. 

I write from the standpoint of literature, not of theology, and I cannot refrain 
from insisting once more upon the injury done to our liberal education by its ignoring 
of biblical literature. The Hebrews no less than the Greeks were our literary an
cestors; to train ourselves in the productions of the one and not of the other means a 
distorted culture. Criticism can never be scientific that makes its inductions from 
a single field; and the literature it neglects is rich in forms of the first importance, 
both for their artistic interest and as vehicles of profound thought and powerful feel
ing. Nor can I understand those writers who seem to assume that in elaboration 
and finish of literary detail the Hebrew Scriptures are inferior to the productions of 
the Greeks. Comparisons of merit can never he more than personal judgments; 
but, speaking for myself as a student of world literature, I do not know to what I 
should turn for specimens of literary perfection rather than to the rhapsodies of 
Habakkuk and Joel. And if to another class of readers this last remark appears 
objectionable because of the sacredness of Scripture as Divine Revelation, I can 
only answer that it must be a strange theology which can see incompatibility between 
Divine inspiration and perfection of literary setting. 

The Book of Daniel 

Before a literary work can be correctly described it is necessary to grasp it in its 
unity. A difficulty in regard to this attaches to the Book of Daniel, from the fa-:t thal 
two distinct structures underlie the surface of the work, which need explaining and, 
as far as may be, harmonising. As regards matter, the book is a series of storil's 
followed by a series of visions; in language it is Hebrew, changing suddenly to Aramaic, 
and almost as abruptly becoming Hebrew again. The twofold structure may Li. 
thus represented to the eye. 

Hebrew narrative tells a brief story of Daniel and his companions, :s com
mencing a second story when it 

abruptly changes to Aramaic, in which this second story is concluded; 
a third.fourth, fifth, sixth story is added: then the narrative in the third 
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person introduces Daniel seeing a Vision.from which point Daniel speaks 
hi the first person: 

Hebrew resumes with three more Visions, different in spirit to the first: 
Daniel speaking throughout in the first person 

Thus (r) on the one hand the book contains first, a series of six prophetic stories, pre
senting Daniel and his comrades as faithful to their religion amid Babylonian surround
in•>s while D,rniel himself is described as miraculously endowed with power to read 
mysieri{'S supernaturally manifested to others. This part of the \rnrk is told in the 
third person, and seems to be brought to a conclusion in the words: So this Daniel 
prospered i11 //zc reign of Darius, a11d in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. Then follows, 
as a se\·enth section, an apocalypse or revelation, in which alike the supernatural 
manifestations and their interpretations arc giYen to Daniel himself from without; 
thr0ughout d1is re,·elalion Daniel speaks in the first person. (2) On the other 
hand, it is to be noted that the commencement and the latter part of the book are 
in Hebrew, while the middle is in the Aramaic dialect.* The Aramaic portion com
mences just where (in the second story) certain Chaldeans arc described as speaking 
in tlzc Syrian [,l!lf;Uagc ,· the dialect continues, howe,·er, long past the speech 
so commenced, and throu~h subsequent sections; until Hebrew is, for no obvious 
reason, resumed in the middle of the seYenth section (the rewlation), at the com
mencement of the second of the four visions of which this section is made up. 

:\simple explanation of this doable structure \1·oulrl be to suppose th.at the Aramaic 
portion was a fragment, - a fragment in the strictest sense, commcnci•1g abruptly in 
the middle of a sentence; and that this was completed by a Hebrew writer, who both 
supplied an introduction leading up to the abrupt commencement of the fragment, 
and also added further visions. For both his contributions he would probably use 
traditional material: that thPrc was plenty of such material attaching to the history 
of Daniel is clear from the stories of Daniel that arc prescn-cd in apocryphal scriptures. 
It will be obsen·ed that, on this supposition, both the literary types which are united 
in the complete Book nf Daniel - prophetic story and apocalypse - would be within 
the Aramaic fraµ;ment; the Hebrew editor enlarged, but did not alter, the charater of 
the work. He en:n kept up the narration in the first person, which is found in the 
Aramaic portion from the point where the revelation commences.t 

If such a supposition be correct, it might be expected that difference of detail 
would he perceptible bet ween the style or spirit of the original and the additional matter: 
and this is found to be the case. So far as the supplerrientary commencement is con
cerned, it amounts to no more than an explanation as to who Daniel and his comrades 
were, and the addition of the circumstance, entirely in keeping with what follows, 
that they made a stan~ against defiling themselves with the king's meat. But it is 
different with the three Yisions added to the single \"ision which constituted the revela
tion of the Aramaic fragment: here important differences of spirit are noticeable. 
(1) The elements of the original rel'elation arc within the limits of the typical, and 
thus entirely in the spirit of emblem prophecy: four portentous beasts, symbolising 
mutations of kingrJ,,ms, contrasted with the reign of the saints. In the visions which 
are adder\ we get partirnlar kingdoms, specific events. The two-horner! Ram and 
the He-goat arc at once interpreted as the king of l\kclia and Persia and the king of 
Greece; we rear\ subc.cqucntly of a 'king of the north' and a 'king of the south,' and 
elaborate details of their union and discord. The whole spirit of the revelation is 
changed: from what has been called the prophetic philosophy of history we pass to a 

"'See !n text above, pages 666, 67$· 
t It will be noted that the suggestion here made is different from Meinhold's theory which 

supposes only ii. 4-vi to have been the original fragment. ' 
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very different interest-specific prediction of the future. (2) Again, in the fragment 
the machinery of vision (so to speak) is taken for granted: I saw [n my vision by night, 
and behold - I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him, etc. In the 
Hebrew portion great pains is taken to emphasise the supernatural character of the 
visitation: it is said how the prophet was in reality in one province while in the vision 
he seemed to be in another; elaborate details are given of the physical prostration 
attending the contact with the superhuman; it is remarked how Daniel alone saw the 
vision, while those with him quaked and fiecl but saw nothing. If the Hebrew editor 
has kept within the form of his original, he has enlarged from it in the sp!rit of the 
writing. 

As the Book of Daniel is found to have a twofold structure, so the motive or pur
pose of the work must be pronounced 1wo-folcl. If the book be taken as it stands, and 
the relation of its component parts examined, then the general purpose of the whole 
seems to be this: the six stories emphasise the character of Daniel and his Gocl-gi,·en 
power lo read supernatural mysteries - a power tested of course by the events - as 
a basis of credibility for the final revelation made to himself, much of which (it must 
Le supposed) yet remained to Le fulfilled. When, however, we read the Aramaic 
fragment by itself, any such underlying purpose is thrown into the background by 
another. The older Book of Daniel is, like the Book of l~slhcr, a story of the Cap
tivity. Daniel is the chief of several Judean captives who maintain their Hebrew 
faith and life against all the power of Babylon. They all, and especially DaniPI, 
surpass the Chaldeans in their own boasted power of soothsaying and dream interpre
tation. They draw from the conquerors recognition of the superiority of the Hebrew 
Goel: at the close of one incident Nebuchadnezzar worships Daniel with oblation and 
sweet odours; on another occasion he makes a decree that every people, nation, and 
language that speak against the Goel of Shaclrach, ~fcshach, and Abeclnego shall be 
cut in pieces; the dream of the tree that was cul clown is told in a proclamation made 
by the Babylonian king to his whole empire in honour of the Goel who has brought 
such a marvel to pass. And as the stories of the Aramaic fragment picture the Ilch
rews in their captivity, so the vision which follows them foreshadows the period when 
that captivity shall end. Different motives then seem to underlie the original frag
ment and the work in its complete form. But these distinct motive.s find their recon
ciliation in the suggestion that the complete book is addressed to an age of persecution; 
and that the mystic predictions of coming events aclclecl to the original prediction oi 
return from Babylon form the consolation for a national distress not less signal than 
the Babylonian captivity. 

Of the literary qualities of Daniel it is not necessary to speak at length. The 
Revelation of Daniel was the most prominent example of a long course of apocalyptic 
literature culminating, for the biblical reader, in the Revelation of St. John. The rest 
is the perfection of mystic story. It is the delight of children; but none the less its 
salient ideas - the stone cut out without hands striking down the mighty image, the 
three children braving the burning fiery furnace, Nebuchadnezzar eating grass like 
oxen and wet with the clew of heaven, Daniel in the den of lions, the writing on tlw 
wall - have been absorbed into the common heritage of poetic associatio!:'.s which 
makes the groundwork of literary speech. 

Book of Hosea 

Hosea is perhaps the most powerful, certainly the most difficult, of the Minor 
Prophets. It is easy to sum up his general thought and prophetic attitude: it is ex
tremely difficult to follow him with detailed exegesis. This difficulty arises partly 
lrom the unusual literary forms in which his writings are cast, more from the rugged, 
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obscurity of his style, -- an obscurity which, like that of Ecclesiastes, is an element of 
power in the impression of the whole, however much it may perplex the interpretation 
of the details. The best treatment for such a writer is to state briefly the landmarks of 
thought in the hook, and to leave the rest for the discussion of each section in the notes. 

The dominant thought of Hosea is the passionate love of Jehovah for his fallen 
people. If any reader is startled by the term 'passionate' in application to God, it 
can only be because the writings of this prophet are so unfamiliar: no word short of 
this will dn justice to the language of Hosea. The imagery he applies to the Divine 
Being belongs to the strongest types of human passion: he presents in God the burn
ing low of the husband for the wife of his youth who has turned unfaithful, the yearn
ing tenderness of an outraged parent for his wayward child. It is passionate love 
apin in another sense: the God of Hosea is swayed to and fro by conflicting passions 
-- of righteous indignation that will blot Israel out for ever, of relenting tenderness 
11 hich, in spite oi all, will find a way of mercy. The several sections of the book end, 
sume in hopeless judgment, others in restoration and peace. 

The people of God in the Book of II osea is northern Israel, called, as if by a name 
of endearment, Ephmim; Judah is not left out of view, but is referred to in a subor
dinate position, as a degree less corrupt, yet included in the general prophetic denun
ciation. The details picture an Israel just answering to the suggestion of the title
page: we can trace the merely material prosperity of the reign of Jeroboam II, and the 
political break-up that followed, as exhibited in rapid succession of short-lived and 
weak kings, factious struggles of an Assyrian and an Egyptian party, the last stage 
before tlw fall and capti,·ity. Stanley calls Hosea the Jeremiah of Israel, Cheyne 
the prophet of the clcdinc and fall of the northern kingdom. Such a people appears in 
this book of prnphccy as wholly gangrened with corruption. Hosea sees corruption 
in the schism itself: by the way in which he speaks of Israel "seeking the LORD their 
God and David their king" he seems to regard the political rupture as the embryo of a 
rupture with Jeho,·ah. The seed has already germinated in an adulteration of religious 
worship. Xot indeed that there is, as in the days of Elijah, an open Baal worship to 
denounce; the worship in the high places is worship of Jehornh, under symbols of 
the calves, hut the sacred rites are being saturated with the sensual nature worship of 
the idolatries that arc all about. There is corruption again in the wild abandonment 
to luxury and dissipation, for which the prosperity of Jeroboam's reign had furnished 
material. \\"nrst corruption of all, the weakened people are coquetting with the rieigh
bouring powers, instead of seeking their salvation in a return to their offended God. 

~otwithstanding the obscurity of particular passages, the whole Book of Hosea 
has a clear and pointed arrangement. It divides into the usual seven sections. The 
opening and closing sections are masterpieces of prophetic literature, founded on the 
two leading images under which Hosea conceives the relations between Jehovah and 
his people. The first is th" elaborate emblem prophecy of Gomer, the unfaithful wife. 
The concluding section is a still more elaborate dramatic presentation of the Divine 
Yearning - the iather's yearning over his rebellious son. Three sections are simple 
discourses of prophetic denunciation, discourses however which at points reach rhap· 
sodic realisation or dramatic dialogue. The discourses are separated by two sections 
of the prophetic 'sentences' which have been recognised as characteristic of Hosea 
from the time of St. Jerome downwards. The whole is concluded by a lyrical epilogue. 

Book of Joel 

The Book of Joel is a single poem, the Rhapsody of the Locust Plague: a master
piece of imaginative prophecy. It utterly ref uses to connect itself with any time or 
event; hence the perplexity of historical critics, who at one time have been almost 
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unanimous in proclaiming it among the latest, at another lime among the earliest 
of biblical prophecies. Upon only two points of real life does the imaginative picture 
rest; and its connection with these is of the slightest. The basis of the first half is a 
locust plague; but the advance of the irresistible locust cloud is idealised inlo a march 
of mystic forces, described mainly by the effect produced -

The land is as the garden of Eden before them, 
And behind them a desolate wilderness! -

but also with riddling suggestions of locusts: 

The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, 
so do they run. Like the noise of chariots on the tops of the mountains 
do they leap, like the noise of a llame of fire that devoureth the stubble .... 
And they break not their ranks: neither doth one thrust another; they 
march every one in his path; and they burst through the weapons, and bn·ak 
not oil their course. 

For the latter part of the poem a basis is found in an item of local geography - the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat: the name signifies 'Jehovah's Decision,' and suggests the 
shadowy Valley of Decision in which "multitudes, multitudes" are seen by 
the prophetic spectator as Jeho,·ah makes his final combat with his people's foes. 

The movement of the poem is the beautiful movement of the regular arch, with 
its turning point in the centre, while every stage in the rise of the action has its counter
part in the fall. 

3. Repentance 
at the last mo
ment 

2. Judgement ad
vancing to a 
crisis 

i. The land des
olate and mourn
ing 

4. RELIEF AND 
RESTORATION 

5. Afterward: Is
rael spiritual-
ised - the Nations 
summoned to 
Judgement. 

6. Advance to 
the Valley of 
Decision 

7. The Holy 
Mountain 
and Eternal 
Peace. 

In the first of the seven brief visions, after the fashion of a modem oratorio, suc
cessive choruses of Old Men, Revellers, Priests, Husbandmen, uniting at last in a 
chorus of the whole People, present the land .in utter desolation. 'The second vision 
opens with the trump of doom, and moves through a crescendo of the advancing foe 
to the climax of the Voice of Jehovah. The third vision comes with a surprise: the 
Voice of Jehovah is a voice calling to repentance; and the choruses of the first visiun 
anite in a prayer for forgiveness, led by their Priests. The fourth and central vision -
keystone of the arch of movement - brings the change from judgment to mercy: 
as Jehovah speaks, the earth resumes its fertility and fairness. The fifth vision pre
sents Israel in its sanctification; now new tokens of judgment foreshadow JehoYah 
preparing to fight for his own people against the nations. Throughout the sixth 
vision is the advance to the final contest in the Valley of the LORD'S Decision, culminat· 
ing, like the second vision, in earthquake and darkness. The darkness rolls away for 
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the seventh vision, and, in contrast with the opening picture, stands out the Holy 
!\fountain of God's people' in its eternal peace. 

The Book of Amos 

Two critical questions meet us as we approach the Book of Amos, enc affecting 
the content of the book, the other the style of the writer. They need the detailed dis
cussion that belongs to notes: here I only state results. 

As I understand it, the book is made up of two parts: one, a single prophetic 
utterance of four lines, the other, the most elaborately constructed piece of writing in 
all prophetic literature. The first stands thus: 

Tire "'ords of A mos, who was among the herd men of Tekoa, u•ltich he saw 
co11ami11g Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of 
Jerobouni the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the Earthquake. 
A 11d he sa.id: 

The LORD shall roar from Zion, 
And utter his \•oice from J erusalcm: 

And the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, 
And the top of Carmel shall wither. 

This is an extreme example of prophecy as prediction. Amos does not belong to the 
regular order of prophets, but has been a man in a humble rank of life. He has made 
a prediction of an earthquake - the famous "Earthquake in the days of Uzziah" 
(Zechariah xi\'. ·') -- l wo years before it happened. The fulfilment of this prediction 
has brought the obscure herdman into prominence; and has been accepted as a seal 
of his prophetic calling. Like the "man of God out of Judah" who confronted the 
first Jeroboam, .\mos goes as a missionary to northern Israel. He encounters per
sistent opposition: 

They hate him that reproveth in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh 
uprightly. 

To a large extent this opposition is directed against him as a foreigner: 

Amos, 0 thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat 
bread, and prophesy the-re: hut prophesy not again any more at Beth-cl: 
for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a royal house. 

Finally, as in the case of so many prophets, Amos embodies his whole life message in 
a single work, which makes up the rest of this Book of Amos. 

This is the Rhapsody of the Judgement to come. It presents its scheme, not, like 
the rhapsody of Joel, as a continuous dramatic movement, but in a series of stages 
making a logical rather than a temporal sequence.* First, by a rhetorical figure of 
surprise, Israel is included among the doomed nations; then the corruption is de
nounced as ripe for judgment; finally the judgment is in vision seen to advance by 
steps. I have already (page 1390) dwelt upon the elaborate structure of this prose 
poem, and said how the structure re!lects the thought; how the general movement of 

*Compare a hove, page r 393. 
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the poem conveys the conception of sin and judgment, while the parenthetic interrup-
Lions recall the prophet's struggles with opposition. ' 

As regards its subject-matter, this prophecy seems to be generated by a state of 
national life amounting to a conflict between morals and religion: Israel appears as 
indifferent to elernenta•y morality in proud reliance upon its position as Jehovah's 
peculiar people. The special message of Amos is that this basis of their trust will 
bring them the heavier judgment. It comes as a startling prophetical novelty, 
generating a violent antagonism to prophecy in general, and to Amos in particular. 
The picture incidentally presented is of formal worship (of the calves in Beth-aven) 
side by side with abandonment to luxury, avarice, oppression. The 'Judgement to 
come,' as usual in prophecy, appears at the last to be a sifting: none of the true corn 
shall perish, and at the end will be glorious restoration. 

Book of Obadiah 

This is the briefest of the prophetic books. A calamity falling upon Israel has heen 
aggravated by the malignant rejoicing of her neighbour foe, Edom. Israel is com
forted in the thought of a future in which Edom will suffer judgment in her turn, and 
the kingdom will be the Lord's. 

The form is that of the regular Doorn Song: a Divine speech of doom, with lyric 
celebration of the theme. It may be read in connection with the Doom Songs on Edom 
in Jeremiah (xlix) and Ezekiel (xxv). Herc the lyrics strike a key-note of "tidings 
from the Lord," an ambassador going among the nations to tell of Jehovah's purposes 
against Edom. There is lyric exultation, and the rest is the Divine monologue. 

Books of Jonah and Nahum 

These two books of prophecy should be read together. They both deal with thl' 
mighty city of Nineveh. In the order of the story presented, Jonah comes first, dis
playing Nineveh at its height of power, while Nahum pictures its fall. But in the scale 
of spiritual development the order is reversed: N qhmn stands at the same point as 
Obadiah - rejoicing over the fall of the Lord's enemies; Jonah, starting with thl' 
same thought, carries us forward to the supremacy of mercy over judgment. 

The literary form of Nahum hovers between the Doom Song and the Rhapsodic 
Discourse. The first two of its seven sections are discourse, with the pendulum alter
nation between the ideas of judgment and mercy. From the third section the doom 
form prevails. Messengers coming over the mountains proclaim the long expected 
event: brilliant lyrics picture the fall of Nineveh. Judgment threatens the great 
city, but finds it prepared with all its military pomp. 

The chariots rage in the streets, 
They justle one against another in the broad ways: 

The appearance of them is like torches, 
They run like the lightni.ngs. 

But, mysteriously, this resistance collapses: as they think proudly on their worthies, 
these stumble; they hasten to the walls, but the river gates have been opened behind 
them. The sack of a great city is in full play, handmaids are being carried captive, 
'tabering on their breasts' as they are dragged along. It all seems incredible: 

Nineveh hath been from of old like a pool of water; 
Yet they flee away: 
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'Stand, stand' -
But none looketh back. 

In the fourth and central section the action pauses in contemplation: 

Where is the den of the lions,' 
And the feeding place of the young lions, 

Where the lion and the lioness walked, 
The lion's whelp, and none made them afraid? 

With the fifth section there is more Divine indignation, and picturing of Nineveh in 
its pride; n0isy hustle on the outside, beneath the surface foul witchcraft and corpses 
of victims. The sixth section taunts the fallen pride, paints the helplessness of power 
against doom from on high. With the final section is another contemplative pause: 

Thy shepherds slumher, 0 king of Assyria, 
Thv worthies are at rest: 

Thy people arc scattered upon the mountains, 
And there is none to gather them. 

The Book of Jonah is the single case of the prophetic story in the Books of the 
Prophets: Jonah appears as hero, not as author. It contains again the single 
example of a prophet's <lisobedience to his call. The truth revealed is twofold, cor
responding to thr two stages of the story. 

1~he first pa rt of the story rests upon the idea, so difficult to the modern mind, of 
Deity as a /veal power. 

Their god is a god of the hills; therefore they were stronger than we: but 
kt us fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than 
th"."· (f Ki11gs xx. 23.) 

So Jonah, shrinking from his mission to the far east, takes ship at Joppa for the farthest 
west. So the crew of mariners, each from a different country, call each on his own 
god, when the great wind is hurled into the sea. Jonah, waked from sleep to encounter 
the full situation, recognises in an instant the whole truth: the true God he worships 
has a dominion that nn·ers the whole world. His own lips speak his doom: unwil
lingly the mariners fling him into the sea, and he is miraculously rescued. 

At this point of the book comes the poem called in our versions, The Prayer of 
Jonah. It is a song of deli,·erance; and the trouble from which the singer has been 
delivered is, in the plainest language, described as an immersion in the sea. 

For thou didst cast me into the depth, 
In the heart of the seas; 

And Lhe nood was rouncl about me, 
All thy waves and thy billows passed over me 

The waters compassed me about, 
Even to the soul. 

The deep was round about me; 
The weeds were wrapped about my head. 

But to a single line of this song -

Out of the belly of hell cried I -

~ commentator has appended a most prosaic footnote, explaining how the meaning 
is the belly of a whale that received and vomited Jonah. Had the page-setting which 
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we now use for all literature been applied early to the Bible, it would have been evi
dent to. every eye that this is only a commentator's footnote, in full keeping with the 
fanciful thoughts which distinguished the early ages of commentary. A similar 
comment was added to one of the New Testament references to Jonah; and here the 
confusion of text and note makes the detail about the whale appear as part of the words 
of Christ, though it is foreign to the lesson which Jesus is drawing from the story of 
Jonah, and which he repeats three times.* Thus the question is not, as is commonly 
supposed, whether the incident of the whale is a real or a mythical incident. The 
question is, whether it is a part of the Bible at all; and our result is that it is the 
addition of a commentator, and moreover, an addiiion that is in clear contradicti~c. 
lo the sacred text. 

The story resumes, and Jonah goes on his mission to preach repentance: a wave 
of spiritual terror and contrition passes over the vast city, and the judgmen~ i~ stayed. 
Jonah in righteous indignation remonstrates with God. The mercy of Jei-.ovah is 
no new idea to the prophet: he says that the motive of his disobedience to the former 
mandate was his fear that God would not stand by his prophet's threatenings. So 
confident is Jonah in this remonstrance that he proceeds to build a booth outside the 
walls "till he might see what would become of the city." A Divine object lesson 
follows. A gourd plant grows up to shelter the watcher from the heat, and is loved 
by Jonah for its beauty. Suddenly he sees it laid low by a worm. Again the prophet 
"does well to be angry" at this sight of the fair overcome by the foul. The answer 
of God must be given in the words of the original: 

Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, 
neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: 
and should not I hm·c pity on Nineveh, that great city; wherein are more 
than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right 
hand and their left hand; and also much cattle? 

Mercy has hitherto, in the prophetic mind, been the special privilege of God's peculiar 
people: the new revelation is that the God of universal power is no less the God of 
univeral salvation. 

Book of Micah 

This book is made up of an elaborate prophetic discourse followed by two proph· 
ecies in dramatic form. 

The spirit of the whole has been felicitously described by Professor Findlay as 
uniting the pessimism of Amos and Hosea with the Messianic optimism of the earlier 
Zechariah (that is, our Zechariah chapter ix, etc.). We have the age of Isaiah viewed, 
not from the standpoint of the capital and the political leaders, but from that of the 
country and humbler classes. Two points of interest associate Micah ''"ith the greater 
prophets. It is '.\1icah's ideal picture of the mountain of the Lord's house at the head 
of the mountains that is made the text of Isaiah's sublime discourse, in which he dl"· 
velops· the thought that through judgment is the path to this glory.t And when Jere
miah's prophecy of the destruction of the Temple had placed his life in danger, anrl 
the solemn reiteration of the word had reached the conscience of the mob and thl·ir 
leaders, we read how, in the momentary calm, an aged Israelite recalled tc the as· 
sembly that Micaiah the Morashtite had threatened worse doom in the golden age of 

*See below, note to Matthew xii. 40. 
t Or, both prophets may have taken the same passage from the" floating propheci .. " of the 

time. 
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Hezekiah, while Hezekiah and his people had met the prophecy not with violence, 
but with the repentance that averted it. 

Of the three compositions that make up this book the first attacks social corrup
tion and the delw;ive promises of the false prophets, insisting upon the purging judg
ment that must precede the glorious restoration. The last presents the eYe of this 
judgment; the corrupt in their despair, and the faithful - the 'man of wisdom' -
to whom the judgment comes as delh'erance. Between these stands one of the most 
exquisite mor~els of prophetic literature: a dramatic scene hardly a page long embody
ing a single thought. A Court of Judgment is before us: God is the plaintiff, Israel, 
the defendant: even a witness can be found in the Balaam who, coming to curse Israel, 
was forced to cry blessings on the object of Jehovah's care. In such a court who 
may presid,· as judge? It is the l\Iountains, the "enduring foundations of the earth," 
who listen to the plea; when the defendant Israel has with tremhling refused to put 
in an appearance, it is the l\Iountains who pronounce judgment: 

He hath shewed thee . what is good; and what <loth the LORD 
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk hur1'1hly 
with thy God? 

Justice, mercy, anrl a sense of the presence of God - these are the enduring founda
tions of the spiritual world. 

Book of Habakkuk 
This hook of prophecy is here presented as a single literary composition, which 

may be entitled, A Rhapsody of the Cha/deans. The historical situation needs no 
further detinin.l( than the recognition on the political horizon of the Chaldeans as a 
world power trampling down the nations. To the pious Israelite the first suggestion 
this brings is of a power for judgment on the unpunished sin around him. But the 
reflecting prophet secs a further mystery: how can a righteous God use an impious 
conqueror for the punishment of sin less wicked than his own? The divinely given 
solution of this problem is the same thought which Jeremiah (I. 23) expresses l'y 
callin11: Babylon the 'hammer' of God, an instrument of pro,·idence for the des
truction of c\'il, lo be itself destroyed when its work is done. This is the whole 
thought: the rest is poetic setting. 

The litenry form is a perfect type of the 'rhapsody.' The essential meaning of 
this (above, page r,392) is rlramatic realisation, by means which include but go beyond 
dramatic form. Thus in the present case we have: (r) a providential mystery 
developed in dramatic dialogue. (2) For the solution of the mystery dramatic 
dialogue breaks into the lyric doom form: the fall of the Chaldeans is realised indeed, 
but realised as a distant future. (3) The climax makes this future present; here we 
have the full splendour of the orle, realising Jehovah come to Judgment. The day 
of doom breaks from the mountains of the east; passes over the earth, while sun and 
moon stand still in their hahitatirm; dies awav over the whitening waves of the 
western sea: :\t the close lhc prophet, overawed by the judgment that has come in 
answer to !us own prayer, gradually trembles into holy confidence: 

4Y 

For though the fig tree shall not blossom, 
Neither shall fruit be in the vines; 
The labour of the olive shall fail, 
And the fields shall yield no meat; 
The flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
And there shall he no herd in the stalls: 
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Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 

Book of Zephaniah 

Little is needed in the way of introduction to this work. It is a typical example 
of the doom form, with its combination of Divine monologue and interrupting lyrics. 
The passages of Divine monologue, recognisable in this edition by their prose form, 
can be read by themselves and make a connected whole. The lyric passages break 
in from time to time to dwell upon the 'Day of the LORD' so presented: 

The great Day of the LoRD is near: 
It is near an<l haste th greatly! .. 

That Day is a day of wrath, 
A day of trouble and distress, 

A day of wasteness and desolation, 
A day of darkness and gloominess, 

A day of clouds and thick darkness, 
A day of the trumpet and alarm. 

The prophecy is connected by its title page with the reign of Josiah: the last 
rally of spiritual fervour before the kingdom of Judah settles down to its doom. 
From that standpoint Zephaniah speaks with his eye on the future. When, with thl' 
standards of secular history, we think of the smallness of such a kingdom as Judah, 
it is most impressive to realise the wide outlook of prophecy. The opening words 
of Zephaniah are -

I will utterly consume all things from off the face of the ground, saith the 
LORD. 

The judgment begins at Judah and Jerusalem; it extends to the neighbouring peoples; 
it stretches to include in its net of destruction Ethiopian and Assyrian. The judgment 
goes deep as well as spreads wide: it is directed against "the men that are settled on 
their lees, that say in their heart, The LoRn will not do good, neither will he do evil," 
as well a5 against Lhe "proudly exul•ing ones" who are " haughty in the holy moun
tain." And the salvation to which this judgment is the prelude is for an afflicted and 
poor people that trust in the name of the Lord; for innocent exiles who are sorrowing 
for the solemn assembly, to whom the burden on the holy land was a reproach. This 
salvation is coextensive with the judgment: its climax is to "turn to the peoples a 
pure language" that they may all serve the Lord with one consent. 

Books of Haggai and Zechariah 

It is natural to read together these hooks: their authors are fellow-workers in the 
great task of rebuilding the Temple after the Return from exile. Their prophecies 
make a series arranged in the same methodical way, each with an exact date and 
introduction. 

An entirely new era is before us: the Hebrew Nation has changed into the Jewish 
Church. Politically subject, Israel enters upon a new existence as a religious com
munity, with the Temple service as the centre of its life. It is the mission of Haggai 
to bring the authority of prophecy to support the new order of things. He stimulates 
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the flagging zeal of the Temple builders, and makes this service the righteousness on 
which their prosperity is to depend. And he gives formal prophetic recognition to 
Zerubbabel, the princely leader of the returned exiles, as occupying the position from 
which the exile had deposed Jehoiachin. What Haggai has done Zechariah carries 
further. The new prophecy that has arisen Zechariah links to the prophecy of the old 
era, thus emphasising the continuity of the national existence by the recovered stream 
of prophetic rel'dation. While he brings word of encouragement to Zerubbabel, he 
fur:her, on the authority of a prophetic vision, crowns the High Priest Joshua, making 
for this new era the priestly and the regal authority equal: he sliall be a priest upon his 
thrcne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. And again, what Haggai 
had touched in a single word Zechariah reiterates with varied modes of prophetic 
emphasis: that the old times of fasting and trouble are passed away, and such bles
sings arc in store for Jerusalem as shall make the new dispensation far surpass the 
old. 

But from the literary point of view a single one of these prophecies needs further 
discussion. The Sevenfold Vision of Zechariah is the most extended example in 
Scripture of the use of the dream form. \Ve ha\'e dream within dream: a scene of 
dreamland is kept before us throughout, while into this as into a frame are fitted suc
cessively a series of special visions. Thus when we read (iv. 1) - · 

And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man 
that is wakened out of his sleep -

the context shows that this means, not that the prophet was waked out of sleep into 
reality, but out of the general dream scene into an inner dream. These special visions 
are simply emblem prophecies: hieroglyphic forms arc seen for a moment, each a 
token of a fresh mercy of God to Israel. But through the enveloping vision there 
seems to run a suggestion of the most awe-inspiring of Israel's religious functions -
the Ceremonial of the Blessing and the Curse, proclaimed in the old days from '.\fount 
Eba! and '.\fount Gerizim. So here we have "the two mountains"·- mentioned 
abruptly without any explanation - and the spirit of the whole vision is that the 
Curse which had rested on Israel for threescore and ten years is to give place to a 
series of Blessings. In the bottom between these two mountains - where of old the 
people would have stood - myrtle trees make a screen of dream mystery as the vision 
opens; gradually among these myrtle trees horsemen are discerned, and these "walk 
to and fro through the earth" as ministers of Jehovah's pleasure. They are heard to 
make their report that all the earth sitteth still and is al rest. Thereupon another 
voice appeals to the LORD: How long before his indignation at his people shall yield 
lo mercy? Then follows an exquisite touch of dream mystery. It is not unlike the 
conclusion lo Tennyson's Vision of Sin: 

I heard a voice upon the slope 
Cry to the summit, 'Is there any hope?' 
To which an answer peal'd from Lhat high land, 
Bul in a tongue no man could understand. 

So here, in answer to the angelic appeal for mercy an answer is heard, and the dreamer 
knows that it is "good words, e\'en comfortable words:" but it needs the interpreting 
Angel to ~ranslate from the unknown tongue into plain words, of Jehovah sore dis
pleased with the nations that are at case, Jehovah returning to his Jerusalem with 
mercies. 

The special visions begin. Jn the first arc seen shadowy Horns - symbol of 
proud oppressors, and shadowy figures of Smiths fraying these horns and casting them 
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down. Then the Young Man hastening with his reed to measure Jerusalem is stopped: 
Jerusalem shall know no bounds. In the third vision we have a parallel to the Council 
in Heaven of Job: the Adversary is doing his office against the High Priest Joshua, 
but is rebuked as over zealous, while for Joshua the prisoner's mourning garments are 
changed into robes of exaltation. The figure of the Golden Candlestick symbolises 
the completion of the Temple by Zerubbabel. In another wave of vision the two 'Sons 
of Oil' are seen beside the Candlestick - two "olive branches which by means of the 
two golden spouts empty the golden oil out of themselves:" the sequel makes this 
a symbol of the double ministry of prince and priest which is to govern the new era. 
In the sixth vision the Flying Roll of the Curse purges crime out of the land; in the 
seventh, the figure of Wickedness between the ephah and the talent of lead suggests 
the evil lurking in the traffic of weights and measures, and is seen borne away to the 
farthest quarters of the earth. Then we are back in the enveloping vision, with the 
whole scene intensified: the two mountains glow like brass, and from tLo screen of 
myrtle grove, not horses only, but horses and chariots hurry to all points of the com
pass with their Divine mandates. The last word of the vision proclaims how one of 
these embassies has quieted the Lord's spirit in the north country of Babylonian 
oppression. 

The Anonymous Prophecies 

I have explained (above, page 1414) the reasons for considering all that follows 
the eighth chapter of the biblical Zechariah as a series of anonymous prophecies. The 
arrangement however suggests this thought: If these four separate pieces of literature, 
without the advantage of being attached to the personality of an historic prophet, have 
survived through the wear and tear of the ages, may we not look for something specially 
remarkable about each? 

The King of Peace 

This has the simple doom form: Divine monologue of judgment and salvation, with 
exultant lyrics interrupting. While it is without any clear indications of historic 
connection,* it may be said to be in the general style of the prophecies of Micah and 
Isaiah. Still more closely does its spirit approach the spirit of the seventy-second 
psalm; the picture of a King who shall save the children of the needy and break in 
pieces the oppressor, who shall have dominion from sea to sea, in whose days the 
righteous shall flourish, with abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
One single passage of this picture of a King of Peace seems to have fastened itself 
upon the imagination of Israel, until in New Testament times Jesus himself gives it 
recognition, and makes it the basis of his solemn entry into Jerusalem. 

Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; 
Shout, 0 daughter of J crusalcm: 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee: 
He is just, and having salvation; 

Lowly, and riding upon an ass,_ 
Even upon a colt, the foal of an ass. 

The Withdrawal of the Divine Shepherd 

This is Emblem Prophecy: a triple emblem, the withdrawal of God from his 
unfaithful people being conveyed under three figures, all taken from the relation be-

'" For the much disputed passage Zechariah ix. 13, see note below, page 1599· 
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tween the shepherd and his flock. It is the extreme boldness of these figures that has 
given to the prophecy its vitality. 

The pitiable condition of a people forsaken by its God is conveyed by the striking 
image of a flock designated for slaughter: the buyers slay them without any sense 
of guilt; the sellers think of nothing but the price; even the shepherd in charge of 
them docs his business of fattening them without any thought of pity occurring to 
him. 

Again: the Divine Shepherd has coYenanted with the other r:ations to feed his own 
peculiar flock, and the svmbol of that covenant is his shepherd's staff of Graciousness. 
In ,·ain: so thankless does the task prove to the Shepherd that he breaks this staff 
ancl the covenant; so paltry does the result appear to the other nations that they price 
the Shephercl's services at the wretchecl "thirty pieces of silver," which are only worth 
throwing into the refuse pot of the Temple. The Shepherd has another staff, Union: 
lrnt so h-opclcss is the brotherhood of Judah and Israel that ht breaks this without 
USll1!;{. 

But there is a climax beyond this. Instead of being left shephercllcss, Israel shall 
hal'e the Foolish Shepherd: who tends not nor heals, but feeds on the flock himself. 
\"ilest of sinners is such a shepherd! Destruction is his doom! The original apos
tasy of Israel is here touched: not the people alone, but the secular king preferred by 
Israel to the theocracy, will be included in a common ruin. 

Three Prophecies of the Siege 

This remarkable piece of anonymous prophecy has for us an interest of historic 
suggestiveness. It carries us hack to what is a landmark, not in the history of Israel 
alone, but in the religious hislcry of the world- the Siege cf Jerusalem. But it is 
the Siege seen yet in progress, the event not known; we arc put in touch with the hopes 
ancl fears, the confidence and despair, of that pregnant moment. If so modern a 
phrase might be permitted, we have here three imaginati,·e interpretations of the 
Siege of Jerusalem; each has its permanent spiritual truth, but in its immediate 
significance each gives a questioning of Divine purpose before the final interpretation 
of Providence has been brought by the event. 

In the first section we have the optimist enthusiasm of those who see in the Siege 
of ] erusalem a seconcl Siege of Sennacherib. They look for the moment of miracle 
which shall make Jerusalem a cup of reeling, a burdensome stone to the besieging 
nations, their horses smitten with sudden blindness. The chieftains of Judah in 
that clay will he like a torch of fire among sheaves; while as to the inhabitants of Jeru
salem. the feeblest of them shall he as David. But what is the condition precedent 
to this dclil'crance? In the crisis of Sennacherib Hezekiah had carried his 
trouhlr to the Temple, and in solitude humbled himself before his Goel. But now 
the prophecv pictures, not king alone, but the whole lwuse cf David and the whole 
people in solitary mourning, each tribe and family apart by themseh·es, their wives 
apart by themsch-es. In response to this spirit of grace aml supplication there ensues 
-- what has been adopted into the inmost thought of modern religion - the fountain 
opened for sin and uncleanness. In that fountain arc cleansed awav all sin and 
idolatry, and what is more evil yet- false prophecy: until the false Am;is of that ag< 
shall passionately claim to be a tiller of the ground and not a prophet; otherwise, his 
nearest and dearest will be the first to smite him, while he himself will come to look 
upon the scars of those wounds as the wounds of friends. 

The second of the prophecies voices the men of despair. The issue is inevitable: 
the shepherd must be smitten and the sheep scattered. There will be a remnant 
saved, yet only as the gold is saved out of the hot fire of purification. 

But the third prophecy unites the thoughts of the other two. The city is doomed 
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to fall; all the horrors of the sack are to he endured, and half the people must go into 
captivity. But for the saved, all God's ancient wonders for Israel shall be intensified. 
With an ~xact echo of the cleaving of the Jordan and the Red Sea, the prophecy pic
tures the Mount of Olives cleaving to make a wondrous way of escape: through the 
miraculous passage the happy fugitives throng with a rush like the rushing from the 
great Earthquake. As in the days of Joshua, the succession of light and darkness 
shall be interrupted: at evening time there shall be light, making a day such :::.sonly 
the Lord knows. Plagues like the plagues of Deuteronomy shall afflict the enemy
nay, shall. afflict the most distant nations that refuse to come to the sacred feasts. 
In the purified land, the spirit of traffic that had corrupted the sacrifices shall be un
known. Holiness to the Lord shall be inscribed on the bells of the horses; the 
refuse pots of the Temple shall be holy as the bowls before the altar. 

Malachi, or, My Messenger 

This book is cast in a dialectic form almost peculiar to itself among the canonical 
Scriptures. We have brief discourses on texts, but texts which appear as interruptions 
from the audience, or a supposed adversary, and which therefore come not at the 
beginning but in the course of the argument. We arc brought close to the Age of 
commentary and discussion which filled the interval between the Old and the New 
Testaments; the habit of "hearing and asking questions" which encounters the boy 
Jes us on the threshold of the new era. 

The historical situation is a further development of what has been seen in the 
prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah. The exile is too mu:h a thing of the past to 
leave any traces. The expression of the national life in religious ritual has become 
so far a matter of course as to be in danger of formality and laxity. In place of this, 
the source of religious inspiration has come to be the thought of' the Messenger of the 
Lord,' and th<' <'Xpcctation of his advent as a power for judgment. Faith even in this 
is through delay losing its power. The prophecy is a call for social and religious 
purification, and a pledge that this l\frssengcr of the Lord shall surely come. 

There is a beautiful final touch which gives a completeness to the whole of pro
phetic literature. The last ]Jrief section of the last of the prophets goes back to the 
founder of the Law. The prophet of whom Moses spake as like unto himself is 
identified with this Messenger to come: he shall be a second Elijah to turn the heart 
of children to fathers and the heart of fathers to children, before the great and 
terrible Day of the Lord shall come. 

BIBLE POETRY 

IN none of the great literatures of the world is there so close an intermingling of 
poetry and prose as in the special literature we call the Bible; and this whether we 
use the words in the popular usage which confuses 'poetry' and 'verse,' or in the 
more correct sense as discriminating creative literature and critical. The rhythmic 
system of Hebrew scripture is peculiar from its overlapping of verse and prose. Old 
Testament history is an alternation of history and story: the stories are, rhythmically, 
prose, but they none the less correspond to the epic poetry of other peoples. The 
books of the prophets are miscellanies of prose and verse; and scriptural philosophy 
has distinctiveness largely from the way in which it poises itself evenly between the 
functions of poetry and of prose. The only reason then for such a title as Bible 
Poetry is that three books of Scripture stand apart from the rest of the Old Testament 
in not falling under its divisions of history, prophecy, and wisdom. The three are the 
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Book of Psalms, the work traditionally known as the Lamentations of Jeremiah, 
and the single relic of sacred lo,·e poetry that has come down to us as Solomon's Song. 
There is, howe,·er, no other point in common between the three except that they are 
poetry; they can be treated only in separate introductions. 

The Psalms 

The Book of Psalms is recognised as the perfection of lyric poetry. It well may be. 
The musical meditation which is the essence of lyrics can find no higher field than the 
devout spirit which at once raises itself to the service of God, and overflows on the 
various sides of active and contemplative life. There is another reason. One of 
the chief intl'rests of Hehrew among the world's great literatures is the uniqueness of 
its verne system, founded less on verbal rhythm than on parallelism of whole expres
sions. In other languages, burdened as they are with ,·ersif1cation of counted syl
lables and measured Yowel sounds, the harmonious intricacies and elastic windings 
of lyric poe\ry have to be attained by a \riumph of thought o\'er mechanism: Hebrew 
poetry carries i\s lyric rhythm into the very though\ itself. 

Accordingly in a lilerary edilion of the Psalms the first \ask must be an invesliga
tion of the nwtrical parallelism which underlies them. Whal of metre in the ordinary 
sense is possessed by these poems belongs lo the original Bebrew; parallelism is in
dependent of panicular lanb'l.1ages, and makes itself fell e\'en in a free translalicn. 
Thal such parallelism can be reduced lo a regular sys\cm, tested by recurrence of the 
same phenomena in different poems, and IJy perpclual harmony be\wcen lhought and 
ex\ernal fom1, I ha1·e endeaYoured lo bring out in \his work, bolh by lheory and 
practical arran.gement. The theory I have relegated to the notes (below, page 1517), 
for the sake oi rcaclns who may not care for technicalilies. But I would sug
gest \o \he most ordinary reader that a li',tk attention gi\'Cn lo the metrical system 
of the psalms 'rnuld be amply repaid by enhanced arpreciation of their rhythmic 
beauty. 

Three distinct lines of de,·elopment ha Ye unikd to lay foundations for the rhyth
mic system o[ the psalms. The \radilional poetry, prcserYed in historic books of 
Scripture, is lar)?;ely connected with ex\emporisation; ii has con\ributed to later verse 
the elastic unit of the \'arying 'strain.' Another unit is conlributcd by wisdom litera
ture, in 1lw gnomic 'couplet' on which alike its verse and prose arc founded. Nol less 
important than \hese among the originating sources of poetry is the dance, \he in· 
trica\c ernlutions of which reflect themselYes in oral literature in corresponding in
tricacies of wrse; from this influence it has come about that even the 'line,' or half 
parallel, mav lJc a unit in elahorate lvric versification. These three different units, 
with their aggregations and combinations, make up a copious variely of figures of 
parallelism, such as give to the poetry of the psalms an elasticity that never checks the 
flow of thought, and a sensitiveness that can reflect e\·ery change of thought in change 
of expression. 

We find in these biblical lyrics 'antistrophic' strncture, stanzas running in pairs; 
as in Greek, each strophe is answered rhythm for rhylhm by its antistrophe, but, unlike 
the Greek, the biblical antistrophe answers thought as well as rhythm. If in a par
ticular rhythmic form we find recited hostile threats -

How say ye lo my soul, 
1 Flee as a bird to your mountain? 

'For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, 
'They make ready their arrow upon the string, 
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'That they may shoot in darkness at the upright in heart?' 
'If the foundations be destroyed, 
'What can the righteous do?' 

in. the precise duplicate of this rhythmic form we hear the response of faith: 

The LORD is in his holy temple, 
The LORD, his throne is in heaven: 

His eyes behold, his eyelids try the children of men; 
The LORD trieth the righteous, 
But the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth; 
Upon the wicked he shall rain snares: 
Fire and brimstone and burning wind shall be the portion of their cup. 

A strophe will trace the breaking down of the psalmist's failh, and the antistrophe 
bring out its sudden recovery; this structure will place side by side an oracle of God 
and its glad acceptance, the busy schemes of earth's rulers and the Divine scorn thal 
overrides them. Or, more elaborately, the opening thought of a strophe -

0 LORD, thou hast searched me -

gathers force as it goes; the sense of oppression in the Divine presence reaches at last 
a climax which is found to be a turning point; throughout the antistrophe the thoughL 
is measuring its steps backward, until, when the rhythm is complete, the opening note 
is reversed -

Search me, 0 LORD. 

Or again, as in English poetry, we find a flow of many 'stanzas,' conveying less 
marked movement of thought. The simplicity of stanzas does not exclude elabora
tions. Recurrent refrains bind the stanzas together, or catch variations with the 
varying spirit of the movement. Couplet themes find development in stanzas that 
follow them, as when a priest leads his choir. Or a series of stanzas is 'enveloped' 
by a reflection or benediction at the beginning and end; or, by a variation of the same 
device, a question poises itself in mid thought -

LORD, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? 

until a detailed survey of particulars of moral purity enables it to answer itself -

He that doeth these things shall never be moved. 

One hymn of triumph marks its movement by augmenting successive stanzas from 
four to five, six, seven couplets; to contrast with this we have an elegy the antis trophic 
stanzas of which arc steadily diminishing from five to four, three, two couplets, as if 
the very power to mourn were dying down. 

Different types of structure may be combined, and fresh elaborations come in; 
more especially the characteristically lyric device of 'interruption.' The psalm which 
is celebrating, in stanzas of five, God's blessing upon the personal life, sinks into 
stanzas of four while it dwells upon the frailty of that personal life, and then returns 
to its first rhythm; its companion psalm reviews, in a long succession of stanzas of 
five, the creator's external universe, and sinks to stanzas of four to tell the dependence 
of each living thing upon the spirit of God, returning to the stanzas of five for a final 
exaltation of the Divine majesty. Or again, personal trouble in one rhythm interrupts 
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itself in the middle with a contrast of national hopes in a different measure; upon 
stanzas of despair there breaks in antistrophic interruption of denunciation before a 
return to the stanza form is found to ha\·e brought a calmer frame of mind. 

These are some of the elaborations which have grown up by long tradition of lyric 
versification. A late age has added one more in acrostic structure. Alphabetic 
elaborations arc found in meditative psalms, in liturgies, even in poems of a dramatic 
cast. :\nd the famous hundred and nineteenth psalm, with its eightfold acrostic 
initials, and synon)'TTI for 'law' in every verse, is a monument of how mechanism may 
be the handmaiJ of devotion. 

But metric forms are only the vestibule of sacred poetry, the reader's main interest 
will be in the matter which these psalms contain. Lyric verse is the confidant of the 
soul in all its moods; from pompous ritual and national prean down lo the cry of a 
solitary soul in the dark, there is nothing that cannot find a record in the Book of 
Psalms. The first psalm strikes a keynote in its blessing on the meditative life, and 
a considerable section of the whole is made by the outpourings of the life of contem
plation. Psalm 36, against a background of evil so corrupt that iniquity has become 
its own law, contemplates an Infinite Good, whose dimensions arc the height of the 
heavens, the Jcpths of the seas, the strength of the mountains: in Him is the fountain 
of all life. Two arc emphatically nature psalms: one beholds in man (8) the viceroy 
of God, the other (29) presents a thunderstorm, with the l'oice of Jehovah for its 
refrain, his glnry for its prelude, and his peace for its final note. Na lure and human 
life are drawn together hy the nineteenth psalm with its contemplation of the starry 
heavens ahm·e and the law of Jehovah within, and the companion hymns (ro3, 104) 
which celebrate the Goel of the personal life and the God of external nature as one. 
Psalm 15 describes the consecrated life: the following poem tells of its joy and glad
ness. 'Go<l of my life' might well be a title for such psalms as 61 and 63; the con
ception is broadened into a recognition of the God of the national life in the two 
psalms founded on '.\loses' Song, one of which (90) expands the thought -

The Eternal God is thy dwelling place -

the other (91) the succeeding thought -

Underneath arc the everlasting arms. 

Longings for the house of God, with thoughts of the pilgrimages to the sacred feasts, 
are the inspiration of psalm 84; in anolher poem (42-3) we have the same longing in 
one who is ei lher actually an exile, or by some cause exiled from the temple worship. 
But what in 1 his last is only sketched, is displayed in all fulness and variety in the 
fifteen 'Songs of Ascents' which constitute a psalter within the psalter. Composed, 
apparently, by ;ouaing together hymns of the festal pilgrimages and hymns inspired 
by the exile ancl return from Babylon, this collection widens suggestively our whole 
conception of pil,grimagc, and presents it in its every stage. \\'c ha Ye cries of Israel 
olll of the depth oi i'.s ailliction, the cry of the indh·idual exile from the hiller enYiron
ment of foreign speech, or as he is lost in the crowd of slaveswailin1~wiLhobseriuious 
eyes upon an oriental master; we catch the moment when the turn of the captil'ity 
comes to the exiles as a dream, when with mingl;,d tears and glarhwss they see the first 
caravans set out and hope for this seed-time to grow lo a harvest of joy for themselves; 
there is the complete deliverance, wilh the snare broken and themselves escaped; 
we find a traveller's hymn with 'the LORD thy keeper' for its burden; songs of 
family joys beguile the road; the first sigh l of Mount Zion and the mountains round 
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about Jerusalem suggests thoughts of the firm foundations of Jehovah's righteous
ness; salutations to the Holy City are sung while the feet stand within its gates; there 
is celebration of the unity of brethren thus gathered from a distance in common wor
ship, the dews of Hermon descended on the hill of Zion; the collection includes the 
old Dedication Hymn of David's temporary tabernacle and Solomon's finished temple; 
for conclusion we have the exchange of blessings as the congregation retire and leave 
the Night \Vatch to lift up their hands in worship through the dark hours. Israel's 
deepest trouble has been blended with ils high festal joys to constitute the 'pilgrimage' 
of this 'Pilgrims' Hymn Book.' 

The second psalm opens another type of poems, with its Song of the Lord's 
Anointed. The reader who is accustomed to find ;\Iessianic prophecies in every 
psalm rrust remember that these belong to secondary interpretations, lo symbolic 
meanings which must be determined by canons of theological exegesis: literature is 
concerned with the primary meaning of the poems, and here ~Icssianic psalms make 
but one section out of many. The idea of king is found to vary in the poetry of the 
psalter. Apart from such psalms as 61 and 63, in which the 'king' appears only as 
any other devout worshipper, we find two main senses of the word. In the War 
Anthems (20-1) we have antiphonal passages of king and people; though the term 
is general, we may presume that this is lhe king of Israel, and the same will apply to 
the king' of the Royal Marriage Hymn (45). In Psalms 132 and 89 we have specific 
reference to the covenant with David and his seed: here the king is clearly the king of 
Israel, exalted a conqueror over his adversaries, yet still the ruler only of the chosen 
nation. In two psalms we have the full ~frssianic conception: the Lord's Anointed 
is exalted (z) over the whole earth, in spite of the vain opposition of earthly rulers; 
again (IIo) Jehovah bids his chosen sit at his right hand until his foes have become his 
footstool, while he is exalted king over the nations, priest for ever after the order of 
Melchizedek. Perhaps a link between the narrower and the wide conception of king 
may be seen in the thought (12) of a dynasty of righteousness: 

Give the king thy judgements, 0 God, 
And thy righteousness unto the king's son. 

This dynasty is to bring refreshment and mercy to the oppressed, abundance to the 
whole earth; the kings of Tarshish and Sheba shall offer gifts, and all nations shall 
bow down in submission. Parallel with the two conceptions of the Lord's king are 
the two conceptions of Zion. The Zion of the Sennacherib psalms is indeed beautiful 
for situation, the joy of the whole earth, the lair out of which springs Judah's lion, 
yet it is no more than the metropolis of Judah; in psalm 87 all nations are pictured as 
enrolling themselves in the citizenship of the Zion loved of Jehovah; nay, all founts of 
excellence are found in her. 'Ve may almost say that there is a similar expansion in 
the conception of God. The Song of the Exodus (114) celebrates a deity of whom it 
is said that Judah is his sanctuary and Israel his dominion; and this, in contradis
tinction to the older territorial conception of gods, comes as a new thought at which all 
nature is moved. A great portion of the psalter, on the other hand, is made up of 
hymns the main point of which is to celebrate how' Jehovah reigncth' over the whole 
earth, and all nations must bow before him. 

This last has introduced us to yet another division of the psaiter: that which con
nects itself with sacred ritual. Sometimes it is natiom.l ritual. I have already 
referred to the War Anthems, antiphonal between king and people; one of these 
(20-1) is made up of a prayer before battle, and a song of rejoicing after victory; 
another pair of companion psalms (60, 108) uses twice over the same material as 
part of a hymn of defeat and a hymn of victory. There is again a Royal Marriage 
Hymn, celebrating a union of some king of Israel, apparently with a Tyrian prin-

1434 



Psalms -->e Literary Introductions 

poem without links of connection: we thus have a complete liturgy within the limits 
of a single psalm. 

National and ecclesiastical ritual meet in psalm 68. This is one of the master
pieces of the world's lyrics; even in the diluted English version it is difficult to read 
this mighty marching song without the feet longing to tramp and the hands to wave. 
This poem may be regarded as the Hebrew Te Deum. Originally no dcc1bt com
posed for some specific occasion, its terms are nevertheless so general that it might 
serve for any triumphant celebration. It is a Processional Hymn, and it breathes the 
spirit of triumphal procession in lo ils survey of past, present, and future. Ils opening 
is to recall the primitive processional pomp of the ark in its wilderness journeys: 

Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered; 
Let them also that hate him flee before him. 

The past is the procession of Jehovah through the wilderness, with Sinai trembling at 
his presence, while his delivered people grow into prosperous families, and lhe gra
cious rain of manna plentifully provides for their weary journeyings. The conquest 
is a triumphal march from Bashan to Zion: Jehovah giYes the wor<l of advance, and 
in the next line women's voices are crying the tidings of victory. If there be stages in 
this conquest, snatches of victory songs are the only tokens, and the whole past be
comes one stride of advance -

Sinai is in the sanctuary. 

There is now a partial change of rhythm; God appears as a God of the present mo
ment, daily bearing his people's burdens; and the procession of the day is pictured
singers, dancers, the tribes in their order of march. The future is seen as a proces
sion of the nations, under their symbolic forms hastening to the temple of the God 
who has scattered the people that delight in war. And the final note echoes the con
ception of ~1oscs' Song by which the God of Israel is seen riding in triumphal proces-
5ion in the heavens on hir;h, with the excellency of the skies for his attendant pomp. 

If the contents of a literary work may be analysed according to their mass, then the 
leading topic of the Book of Psalms is trouble and its relief. Here a difficult question 
of interpretation arises. In these psalms of trouble who suffers, and who is it that 
speaks? Some, influenced by the traditional title of the book, are content to answer, 
David. Other interpreters show a special tendency to see in every possible case the 
nation of Israel as the speaker in the monologues of sacred poetry. Others again 
watch for the most minute circumstances from which they can infer the historic sur
roundings of the particular psalms. Of course, there are cases in which any one of 
these treatments may be justified. I see no difficulty in belie,·ing that we have among 
the psalms some of the actual compositions of Da,·id, however modified and enlarged 
by the oral tradition of singers and Levites through which they have come down. 
Some psalms are obvionsly national: more especially the elegies that mourn m·er 
Jerusalem in ruins, or bewail fallen Israel under the image of its national emblem 
the Vine (So). Again, there arc psalms the whole style and contents of which proclaim 
them •o be 'Occasional Poems.' I have gone further than most editors in recognising, 
not or.ly the Sennacherib psalms, but alSo those connected with the inauguration of 
Jerusalem by David; I believe we know all that happened on that great historic 
occasion -what was sung six paces from the house of Obed-Edom, what at the foot 
of the hill and again in front of the gates, in the tabernacle when the ark rested, and at 
the close of the proceedings in the palace of King David. But these elegies and 
occasional poems make distinct species: for the psalms of trouble taken as a whole I 
'l'lust - at the risk, I fear, of alienating some of my readers-express the opinion that 
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cess: it is natural to find a strophe devoted to the bridegroom, and its antislrophe 
to the bride. Every people has its National Anthem: for Israel the llook of 
Psalms prm·ides four National Hymns, suggestive of four stages in the history of 
Israel. The National Hymn of the Wilderness (136) has the primitive structure 
of single recitative lines alternating with the choral shout -

For his mercy endureth for ever: 

its recital is of the simple wonders of the wilderness, and its final triumph is over Sihon 
king of the Amoriles and Og the king of Bashan. The National Hymn of tlie Prom
ised Lrnd is in simple couplets, and its history extends just so far as the taking the 
possessions of the nations; unbroken joy reigns throughout, and the prominent topics 
are Egypt and Canaan, and Joseph the historic link between the two. Of a very 
different order is the Hpnn of the Kingdom of Judah. Psalm j8 is one of the most 
elaborate of sacred lyrics; after a long introduction announcing the 'parable' of God's 
ways with his people, the keynote is struck in the defection of the northern tribes, 
presented under the image of warriors in all their armour deserting on the field of 
battle: from this point there is the characteristic Hebrew rhythm of the pendulum 
swing, and surcessi1·e strophes allemate between God's 1rnndrous dealings with his 
people and Israel's passi1·e unfaithfulness, until the final awakening of Divine power 
is a rejection of Joseph, and a fresh call of Judah to be the chosen people. The matter 
of this poem sl'cms lo he workccl up afresh for a ~ational Hymn of the Captivity (106); 
there is the same pendulum alterna,ion, with a bias towards rebellion and disaster, 
until the signilicancc bernm~s clear in a prayer for deli1·erancc from capti1·ity. 

Other psalms, it is olll'ious, b~long to Di1·ine worship. Besides Occasional An
thems there arc the general festal Hymns: these seem to have always for their theme 
the celebration of Jehovah as the creator and ruler of a II the earth, as well as the special 
protector of his own people. l;sually their structure is a simple alternation between 
ejaculations of praise and the maller on which this praise is founded. Psalm 93 is a 
variation from this, Lhe theme of Jehovah's immovable throne being interrupted by a 
pictorial illuslntion: 

The floods have lifted up, 0 LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floo<ls lift up their wa\Ts: 

Above the voices of manv waters, 
The mighty breakers of ihc sea, 
The LORD on high is mighty. 

The Festal Hymn extends itself into the festal Anthem by the linking together oi 
successive psalms: such is the conclusion of the psalter where, through five poems of 
the biblical numbering, is sustained an antiphony of two choruses, one calling on all 
things t.o join in praise, one bringing matter for rejoicing, until both unite in the line -

Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. 

With the fe3~al Hymn we may rank the Voti1·e Hymn: in biblical poetry a vow is 
always performed as a personal merged in a v;eneral thanksgiving. And this is ex
tended into a Volive Anthem in the 'Ev;yptian Halle!' (1 lJ-8), portions of which con
stituted the special hymns of the great feasts. So far we have had hymns of praise 
only. But other moods of the soul find expression in the ritual of the psalter- sup
plication, confession of faith, penilenci;, devoul aspiration. As a climax to this type 
of composition, we find in several cases varying moods of worship united in the same 
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it is a mistaken expenditure of exegetical energy lo im·est:gate authorship and historic 
surroundings. I reckon it amongst the impediments lo the study of literature that it 
is oYershadowed by the more popular studies of history and biography, \Yith the result 
that the personality of an author and circumstances of actual life are fore\·er being 
allowed to interpose between a creative poem and the mind of the reader. To illus
trate from a different side of literature: these indiYidual interpretations of the psalms 
make o'.le think of the bitter complaints made by dramatists of real life from Ben 
Jonson downward, to the eliect that people persist in seeing dever pers0nal allusions 
in what they intended as general sketches of life and character. So in regard to the 
psalms: there are not sufficient materials for determining lheir authorship - witness 
the varying results of the editors; more than this, if we could disco\'er with certainty 
the external circumstances which produced them, the information would come as so 
much limitation to their force and beauty. The psalms are not \·ersified diaries of 
the saints: C\Try line proclaims them the work of poets - not the less saints for being 
poets - who have followed the natural instinct of poetry lo gene• alise and idealise 
everything it touches. To take one amongst many indications. It is the rule, and 
not an exception, in these psalms to find crowded together expressions of pining, wast
ing away and bodily pain, and again expressions which tell of actual foes and threaten
ing armies. :S-o doubt it is a possibility that this combination of internal and external 
trouble might distinguish a single individual situation, but when this is found to rharnc
terise psalm after psalm, e\·ery one must read it as evidence of the generalised pictures 
they present. What the psalms gi,·e us is neither items of personal experience nor 
chapters of conlemp,)rary history, but an ideal conception of suffering and its relief in 
the economy of Divine mercy. And devotion, not less than poetry, is the gainer hy 
this poetic interpretation of biblical poetry. If I could know with positive certainty 
that the third psalm was wrung out of Da\·id hy the agony of the flight from Absalom, 
it 11·otil<l present itself to my mind as less beautiful than it docs at present, when the 
simple significance of its words brings home to us a weary sense of oppression, tem
pered only by the thought of a protecting God who will hear and answer, changed with 
the awakening from sleep to a freshness and relief that brings new Yigou · to encounter 
untold dangers - in a word, the daily drama of weariness and God-given refresh
ment that every succession of night and morning may bring to the devout soul. Into 
such a poem the reader may, if he pleases, read the story of David; he may equally 
read into it his own personal experience, and that of ncry similar case. For, though 
the world is slow to believe it, idealism is the deepest realism: it is the poetry unlimited 
by personal facts that has points of contact with the imagination and experience of 
each individual reader. 

In some psalms of this order it is the deliverance that is made the prominent topic. 
Such is the magnificent ode that constitutes the eighteenth psalm, presented to us in 
the historical hooks as David's Song of Victory: not, it is to be observed, the celebra
tion of any particular victory, but of the victorious mercies of a whole lifetime. It 
open• with a burst of exuberant joy; then describes in general terms a desperate 
cri:;is; then o\·erllows with imagery of all nature shaken to its foundations, as God 
hastens to the relief of the sufferer. The deliverance itself widens to the cause that 
has triumphed in the mercy shown to its representative. 

'\'ith the merciful thou wilt show thvself merciful: 
With the perfect man thou wilt shO\v thyself perfect. 

Th~re is further broadening to confidence for the future of the speaker and the cause 
of nght: and another burst of exuberant praise brings the ode to a close. The Ode 
of th~ Redeeme';' (1?7) presents in succession four different types of trouble, accom
panying each with its. double refrain, the cry of trouble and the shout of triumph: 
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then changing to the pendulum rhythm, the ode celebrates alternately the providence 
that brings down and that raises up, until the final note is reached in the wisdom that 
recognises the law of right living. As a contrast to these poems may be noted those 
in which the relief found is only fresh trust in God. An example is the magnificent 
seventy-seventh psalm. Here the speaker failing to find any cessation of his trouble 
sets himself to recall memories of God's doings in the past. The memory that pre
sents itself is that of Israel at the Red Sea, blocked in between the waters and the pur
suing foe: clouds and tempests darken the scene, and when they have lifted, the closed 
path of salvation is seen leading through the very sea itself, and over this miraculous 
way the persecuted people may pass with the security of the shepherd and his sheep. 
And there are some psalms of trouble in which no relief at all is found. The psalter 
contains one elegy (88) of a stricken life: cut off at birth from lover and friend, with 
no future but the dark land of forgetfulness, no variation of misery except the daily 
spreading forth of the hands to a God who hideth his face. 

There is one distinct section of the psalter in which trouble seems to seek relief 
by unburdening itself in outpourings of denunciation and cursing. These psalms have 
been a trouble to many devout readers. For my own part, I do not feel the difficulty. 
Hate, as Spenser's allegory reminds us, is the twin of love: no piety can be robust 
that is incapable of hating. The precious lesson learned by the modern religious spirit 
is the power of separating sin and the sinner; of hating evil as Christ would hate it, 
and yet yearning to recover the fellow creature who has been entangled in it. To 
the mind of the ancient psalmist this was an impossible distinction: his enemies were 
the enemies of God and all goodness. Psalms of this description may still remain as 
a part of our books of devotion, but their expressions must be translated from the con
crete into the abstract: when thev can be read as embodiments of the evil that is in the 
world the fierceness of their langt1age will be a moral tonic. I therefore see no need to 
understand such poems as necessarily spoken by the personified nation. It is, 
however, to be noted that most of them show a union of different moods that assimilates 
them to the liturgies, and I have differentiated them as litanies of oppression rather 
than as monologues of experience. 

But the most characteristic among the psalms of trouble and relief are those which 
seek a dramatic mode of expression. Dramatic form implies, not only association 
with the personality of an imaginary speaker, but_ also a change in the surroundings 
amidst which he speaks; it is not enough that he should tell how he was afflicted and 
the affliction ceased, but the present distress must draw out his utterance, and th .. 
sudden change of circumstances must convert his woe into rejoicing. A large and in
teresting group of psalms fall under this general description: each presents the tran
sition of a dramatic plot within the limits of a lyric poem. Some of these dramatic 
psalms are very simple. The sixth opens with such words of woe that it has been 
reckoned amongst the penitential psalms; the distress is maintained through two 
stanzas, but with the third stanza -

Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; 
For the LORD hath heard the voice of my weeping - . 

we catch the sudden deliverance, in the joy of which the speaker separates, himself 
forever from the enemies of God. For an example of the elaborateness to which thl' 
lyric dramatisation of trouble can be carried, the reader should study the famous 
twenty-second psalm. The first of its long-drawn-out sections is impressive with its 
contrast of the holy God, enthroned on the praises of the fathers, and the helpless 
sufferer, a worm and no man, laughed to scorn as forsaken of his God, yet with no 
resource but this God on whom he has been cast from his mother's womb. \Vith the 
second section the crisis intensifies: images of internal and external trouble become 
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entangled. He is poured out like water; his heart is melted in the midst of his bowels; 
his strength is dried up like a potsherd; his tongue cleaveth to his jaws; all his bones 
are out of joint. Foes bellow round him like bulls of Bashan; like wild dogs they are 
flying at his hands and feet. Vividness increases: he is stripped naked and can count 
his bones; the foes are staring with greedy expectancy upon his helpless frame; his 
garments are being divided by lot; the agony point is reached in a cry for dear life: 

Deliver my soul from the sword; 
My darling from the power of the dog; 
sa,·e me from the lion's mouth -

YEA, FRO:ll THE HOR~S 01'' THE WILD-OXEN THOU HAST ANSWERED ME! 

In the very middle of a sentence has come this salvation in extremity; and the third 
section extends itself to its due length with overflow of grateful joy, in which all are 
lo unite, high and low, strong and feeble, the very dying themselves and the generation 
that is to come. · 

The topic of trouble and relief merges in that which is the dominant thought 
of all Old Testament literature - the judgment, the everlasting conflict daily going 
on between good and evil, in which evil is doomed. It is the counterpart of our 
modern providence; but to the Hebrew prophets the working of the universe was not 
so much a scheme of things, with beauty of design, as an irresistible Power al work for 
the confusion of evil doing. The great difficulty of life to ancient thinkers - the 
prosperity of the wicked - is re,·iewed in one psalm (37) in a tone of meditative faith; 
another (49) presents as a' parable' of life judgment in the form of the grave, sweeping 
away the wicked in the midst of their security, and leaving the faithful to triumph over 
their fall. Other psalms are appeals for judgment -

LORD, how long? 

or they are expressions of confidence in the coming vindication of the righteous and 
the disclosure of a God that judgeth in the world. In other cases psalms of judgment 
rise into the region of vision. Such is the brief rhapsody (14) which presents a cor
ruption so utter as to draw the astonishment of Deity itself: the amazement of heaven 
becomes felt on earth in a panic that seizes the ranks of the ungodly. One psalm with 
great boldness presents God judging in the congregation of gods: high potences like 
the 'sons of God' in Job, mystic mlcrs of the universe, are convicted of laxity which 
has left the evil of earth unchecked; nay more, they are degraded from their spiritual 
rank: 

I said, ye arc gods, 
And all of you sons of the Most High; 

Nevertheless ye shall die like men,_ 
And fall like one of the princes. 

Supreme among the visions of judgment is the fiftieth psalm. Its prelude presents 
God flashing forth out of the perfect beauty of Zion in a call to judgment: fire and 
tempest fringe round the judge, heaven and earth make the circle of spectators, while 
in the presence are marshalled the covenanted saints on the one side and opposite them 
the wicked. In elaborate addresses, antistrophically the counterparts each of the 
other, the Divine judge lifts his faithful people's thoughts to a higher conception of 
sacrifice, charges the wicked to lay a foundation of right living before they take his 
covenant in their mouth. Not even the Book of Psalms can rise higher than the con
clusion of this vision: 

\\'huso offereth the sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifieth me; 
And to him that urdereth his rnnversation aright will I show the salvation of God. 

1439 



Lamentations ->& Literary Introductions 

These are the broader divisions of subject-matter that may be traced in the Hebrew 
psalter. For further discussion of these sacred poems this is not the p!:ice. The 
change from Judaism to Christianity is immense, but it is a change that has had no 
influence on the Book of Psalms: the modern Christian turns to it as naturally as 
the ancient Hebrew. It is safe to predict that, however much mankind may alter 
the articles of its belief, the Hebrew psalms will not cease to furnish matter for liturgy 
and stimulus to private devotion. It is less important, but not less true, to add that 
the student of literature will never be able to pass over the Book of .Psalms if he is to 
investigate in the most promising of all fields the foundation principles of lyric poetry. 

Lamentations 

This is an Acrostic Dirge, rhapsodic in character, over the Fall of Jerusalem. 
Though cast in literary forms fordgn to the modern reader, the poem will be found, 
when these are grasped, to be of great beauty and pathos. 

The effect of such a work rests in part upon the Hebrew anci oriental custom of 
professional mourning, which appears (for example) in such passages of the Bible as 
111atthew ix. 2,3, Jeremiah ix. 17. In modern life it seems natural for us to have our most 
solemn devotion led by a profe3sional choir, often with intricate elaborations of coun
terpoint and fugue; so to the Hebrews it seemed natural to look to professional 
musicians for the expression of their so row or sense of bereavement. The difference 
is only one of national custom. 

With this professional mourning an elegiac or d•rge rhythm became recognised, 
though most of the poems entitled by modem editors 'elegies' in the biblical collec
tion are not examples of the rhythm so called. This striking dirge rhythm may be 
represented by the characteristic refrain of David's Lament over Jonathan: 

How are the mighty < > fallen! 

Instead of the equal parallelism which is the staple of biblical poetry in general, the 
dirge rhythm implies a union of two members, the second of which is shorter or in 
some way weaker than the first. The effect is something like the crescendo with 
diminuendo of our music ( < >): there is enough to suggest parallelism, with a per
petual falling short, a succession of efforts that plaintively die away. In the text of 
this edition this effect is suggested by printing the two unequal members in one poetic 
line, with a gap between them. It will be understood that these gaps are not meant to 
correspond with the break in the original; nor will the second part in all cases be 
weaker than the first. In a lengthy poem there is no need for such fixity of form; 
enough will be done to indicate the prevailing rhythm, and delivery must make the 
rest conform to the pattern. 

These (double) dirge lines are united in triplets or couplets, with a change in two 
places to ordinary parallelism; all such changes are significant. They are as a furthrr 
effect bound together by acrostic bonds. The lamentation is necessarily, from its 
~ubject, a late poem; and in later literature, when written compositions have long 
prevailed over oral poetry, alphabetical structure becomes a new artificial intricacy, 
replacing or assisting the rhythmic intricacies originally impressed upon poetry by the 
evolutions of the dance. Of the five 'Lamentations' the first has triplets, each com
mencing with initial letters in the ordinary order of the Hebrew alphabet; the second 
has the same, with a slight variation in order of letters; the third and cenlral poem 
gives acrostic initials to each line of the triplet; the fourth has only couplets of dirge 
rhythm, with acrostic initials only for each couplet; number five drops acrostic struc
ture and dirge rhythm both. Except for the variation in order of initial letters (in 
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Lamentations II, Ill, IV) these acrostic effects will be found to tally with changes in 
the general movement. 

I ha\·e described this Dirge as 'rhapsodic': it shares the characteristic of the poems 
for which in this work and elsewhere I have proposed the name 'rhapsodies' - the 
power of passing rapidly from one to another of the elementary literary forms (epic, 
lyric, dramatic), the effect of the whole being dramatic realisation. The lyric character 
of the poem makes this the easier. The natural function of lyric is meditation: but 
it has the power, without ceasing to be meditation, of approaching at any point the 
epic function of description, or of becoming presentativc, the meditation associating 
itself with the personality of some speaker. A great part of the effect of this poem 
depends upon following these variations between abstract meditation, description, 
and dramatic monologue. The lyric effect is paramount throughout: not only the 
metre, but also the movement which rises musically from the beginning to the middle, 
and from the centre sinks gradually, until in its latest section it wholly changes its 
character. Alike the rhythm of each line, and the progression of thought through the 
whole poem, has the swell and the dying fall of the Wail. 

To realise all these effects working together. The Dirge opens, in acrostic triplets 
of dirge rhythm, with meditative description. A silent picture of desolation is elabo
rated: a late populous city sitting solitary; the ways of Zion motH·ning; the gates deso
late; priests sighing, Yirgins affiicted; princes wandering like pasture less beasts: all 
majesty departed from the daughter of Zion. A close parallel is the opening of 
Jeremiah's Rhapsody of the Drought (xiv. r): 

Judah mourneth, and the gales thereof languish; they sit in black upon the ground; and 
the cry of J erusalcm is gone up. 

And their nohlcs send their little ones lo the waters: they come to the pits, and find 
no water; they return with their vessels empty: they are ashamed and confounded, and 
coyer their heads. 

Because of the ground which is chapt, for that no rain hath been in the land, the plow
men are ashamed, they cover their heads. 

Yea, the hind also in the field calveth, and forsaketh her young, because there is no 
grass. And the wild asses stand on the bare heights, they pant for air like jackals; their 
eyes fail, because there is no herbage. 

At letter G the mo\·emcnt begins to rise, description passing smoothly into pure medi
tation: the picture becomes animate with thoughts of Jerusalem's former splendour 
and Jerusalem's sin, which enhance the impression of misery. As the movement 
steadily rises, meditation is getting nearer and nearer to speech: at first broken sen
tences interrupt, at last (letter :!\1) JERUSALEM breaks into a long wail with the words-

Is it nothing to you all ye that pass by? 

This lasts to the end of the first poem. 
With Lamentation II the PROPHET seems to come into the Dirge: at first in silent 

meditation-the description of Lamentation I, only viewed from a personal standpoint: 
but at letter L the change of pronouns presents the PROPHET as breaking into spccrh, 
and addressing his lamentations to the prostrate Jerusalem. At letter P he is enumera>
ing the taunts of the foe: to express these the rhythm changes for a while to couplets 
of ordinary parallelism; until the MOl'RNING PEOPLE break into speech, and the 
triplets of dirge rhythm are resumed, the wail of the people reaching a climax in the 
characteristic phrase of Jeremiah, "Terrors on every side." 

The whole movement reaches its central phase in Lamentation III, and the acrostic 
bonds multiply threefold. There is a rise in the movement as the PROPHET speaks 
of himself, innocent, yet sharing the common misery. We are reminded of the proph-
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et's pleading and suffering in the Rhapsody of the Drought. At letter H the move
ment has reached its central height, and this is strongly marked by a note of hope in 
repentance: in the stanzas of this much quoted passage the highest plane of emotion 
and thoi1ght is maintained. 

It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail nut. 
They arc new every morning; great is thy faithfulness. 

The Lo1m is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. 

The LORD is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. 
it is good that a man should hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD. 

It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 

For the Lord will not cast off for ever. 
For though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of 

his mercies. 
For he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men. 

Then the movement begins to sink again: through the Prophet's speech from P to 
Z hope is more and more overcome by the weight of misery. 

Wi'l11 Lamentation IV the Dirge makes a sudden drop: triplets give place to coup
lets, and the Prophet disappears; silent picturing of hopeless misery succeeds until 
at letter R the MOURNING PEOPLE give it voice. In the last two stanzas there is a 
turn in the thought: the lowest depth has been reached by Israel, it will now be th<" 
turn of the scoffing rival to sulTer, and the cup shall pass through unto "the daughlt•r of 
Edom. This proves a transition stage, so that with the fifth Lamentation the poem 
wholly changes its character: the rhythm has become that of ordinary parallelism, 
acrostic structure vanishes, and the Dirge has changed lo an Appeal for Judgment 
on the persecutors of God's people. 

The Song of Songs 

The consideration of this poem introduces a literary type to which the term 
'Idyl' is applied. The word is not easy to define. It first appears in literary history 
in connection with the late school of Greek poetry represented to modern readers 
chiefly by Theocritus, and the kind of composition which thus arose when the poetry 
of Europe, having exhausted its primary impulses, found a new starting point in l'X· 

ternal nature from the open air shepherd life of Sicily. The Sicilian songs were the 
source of the long pastoral tradition which has run through Romau and modern lit
eratures; and in association with such arcadian scenes the term 'idyllic' seems es
pecially appropriate. If we go to etymology for light on the word 'idyl,' we are met 
by a difficulty. It is a diminutive of the Greek word eidos, and eidos is a 'form' or 
'kind' of literature.* But what is the force of the diminutive? That it is part!) 
intended to convey the fragmentary and miscellaneous character of the poems is sug 

. . *The commonly received explanation of idyls as' little pictures' sct>ms to me to have nothin.!! 
rn its favour. It is not clear that cidos could mean picture; still less dear that 'little pictures' 
would be sufficiently descriptive of the poems to constitute a name for them. 

An interesting etymology is offered by l\1r. G. \V. ~1achail in an article on Theocritus. "The 
name idyl, which seems to have been coined for this specific purpose, is a diminutive from 
a W?rd w~ich, originally signifying visible shape or semblance, took in later Greek, like its 
La~m equivalent ~pecies, the senses of (1) physical beauty, (2) abstract form, and (3) b:r a 
curious late reversion from the abstract to the concrete, any rare or costly kind of merchand1sr, 
the sense 12reservcd in the English word spice. The book of idyls might be thought of then 
as a collect1on of select masterpieces of workmanship on a small scale: a casket of finely wrought 
jewels, one might say ... or of spices remarkable for their rarity and richness." 
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gested by the application to them of another term- 'eclogues,' Pliny* using the words 
'idyls' and 'eclogues' as synonymous. Now the word 'eclogues' is the exact Greek 
cquiYalenl of the English word' selections,' and is the term used by the Greek for what 
we should call 'elegant extracts.' But the diminutive term seems also to suggest the 
homely matter of idyl poetry, the simplicity of theme that contrasts with the grandeur 
supposed to be proper for the forms of epic, lyric, and dramatic. The use of a diminu
ti1·e term, am! its double suggestiveness, may fairly be paralleled by a modern poet's 
application of t!1e word 'trifles' to his compositions. It is true that different ages have 
different ideas as to what is grand and what is trifling. Usage however seems to in
dicate that idyl poetry treats, not war, nor heroic actions, nor even Joye as an enthral
ling passion, but the domestic details of shepherd life, love as a social incident, popular 
superstitions such as witchcraft. To say then that where the word 'idyl' is used an 
antithesis is intendt·d between homely and heroic- this is the nearest approach we 
can make to a deiinition; and the adjectiYe 'idyllic' will suggest perfection on its side 
of simplicity. Two modern usages of the term are interesting. Tennyson has made 
a contribution to Arthurian epic. But as he designed independent episodes rather 
than a continuous poem, and as he was to mingle the heroic achievements of Arthur 
and his knights 11·ith the treatment of love and domestic relations, he had a double 
claim to entitle his poem ldyls of the King. Again, \Vagner has giYen us in his Sieg
fried a romantic epic of ponder~ms grandeur. But when he takes the themes of this 
opera and intermingles them with a traditional cradle song to make a serenade for 
his wife in honour of their infant child the exquisite morsel is appropriately named 
The SirgfricJ !Jyl. 

One point of grneral importance appears from the above discussion. The term 
'idyl' is descripti1·e of the matter of a poem: as to form it suggests nothing beyond 
fragmentariness or breYity. As a fact, the idyls of Theocritus must be classified under 
Yarious headings. ~lost of them are amcebrean dialogue; in the Fwst of Adonis 
the dialogue amounts lo a complete dramatic scene, the visit being fully presented 
from its commencement to its conclusion. The poem on Tlze Sorcaess is a lyric song 
with a refrain; Virgil's imitation of it makes a dramatic lyric, since the incantation 
is carried fonvarcJ lo its success in the return of the lover. The JI ylas of Theocritus 
is an epic narrative. Other of his idyls are combinations of more than one literary 
form: number twenty-two is an epic of Castor and Pollux, breaking into dramatic 
dialogue in the middle; number eighteen is a bridal song, led up to by the poet's 
narrati1·c introduction. It appears then that a collection of idyls will embrace poems 
of varied literary forms, and that a single one of such poems may pass in its course 
from one form to another. Among the stories of Bible History arc to be found such 
narratiYc idyls as the Wooing of Rebekah, Samson and the Woman of Timnah 
(above, pages 22, 236); the Story of Esther (page 378) hovers between history and 
idyl; while: the Story of Ruth and the apocryphal Story of Tobit (pages 245, 369) are 
supreme types of the narrative idyl. And the poem now under consideration is 
sufficiently elaborate in its structure to exhibit dramatic, epic, and lyric in combina
tion.t 

Tlzr Srmg of Smtfis, commonly known as Solomon's {iong, is here presented as a 
lyric i<lyl. It is of unusual importance to determine the exact technical form of this 
work, for upon its correct classification will depend, not only lesser details, but the in
terpretation of the wry story which the poem is to convey. And for arriving· at the 
true classification we have to fall back upon general considerations, since there is 
nothing else in Hebrew literature with which comparison can be made. 

The poem is on the face of it dramatic: there is both dialogue, and a story under-

* Letters iv. 14. 
t In the other edition of the Modern Reader's Bible a volume of "Biblical Idyls" is made 

up of Solomon's Song, .Ruth, Esther, and Tobit. 
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lying the dialogue. From this fact the majority of commentators have jumped to the 
conclusion that Solomon's Song is a drama: ignoring the possibilities of interpretation 
that lie in the wide range of the lyric idyl. It must be remembered that lyric poetry 
is the most elastic medium of literature: a lyric poem may pass to and fro between 
epic description and dialogue presentation and purely lyric meditation, without at 
any point ceasing to be lyric. A careful analyst will have noticed this in poetry, 
and to the most popular mind it is familiar how the chorus of an oratorio may now 
give forth description, and now take up the personality of parties in the story in order 
to express their triumph or despair. It is clear then that those who assume the idea of 
complete drama, a,nd those on the other hand who keep their minds open to the wider 
possibilities of the lyric idyl, will have very different instruments of interpretation 
which they can bring to bear upon a given poem. In particular, there are two points 
of difference between drama and lyric idyl which will be fundamental to interpreta
tion. 

In a drama every portion must be spoken by a definite personage of the story 
(or a group of personages), and in a definite scene. In lyric poetry, even where this 
is cast in dialogue, the poet may himself break in upon the dialogue with his reflections; 
or absolute description, not connected with any personal speaker, may come in at 
any point. The refrains so common in all lyric poetry are usually parenthetic, and 
so disconnected from the dia:loguc or narrative at tbe points at which they occur. 
In Deborah's Song the description -

Then the people of the LORD went down to the gates -
is interrupted by the performers momentarily apostrophising one another -

Men - Awake, awake, Deborah, 
Awake, awake, utter a song: -

Women - Arise, Barak, 
And lead thy captivity captive, etc. 

In Theocritus we have seen how epic and dramatic may mingle in the same poem. 
And in the Indian poem so exquisitely translated by Sir Edwin Arnold under the title 
The Indian Song of Songs, besides snatches of narrative, the poet Jayadeviscontinually 
breaking in by name to make religious application of points reached in the dialogue 
of the personages in the story. In analysing the Hebrew poem then we must be pre
pared to find passages not forming part of the dialogue, but which are the ministrel's 
refrains breaking up his poem into parts, or pieces of epic description introducing a 
change of scene. 

There is another difference between dramatic and lyric, still more important for 
its bearing upon interpretation. From the very nature of drama it follows that the 
details of incident underlying the words of the speeches must follow the order of time. 
Drama instead of narrating actually presents a story: and hence dramatic action call 
never go back. The corresponding lyric forms merely meditate upon the incidents, 
however they may use dro.l)1atic dialogue to make the meditation vi,·icl: they call 
therefore refer to the di!Terent parls of the story in any order, passing from the la!L"r 
to the earlier, without any restriction as to order of time. The Song of .ll oscs IJl/{I 
Miriam com1rences with the complete triumph of Jehovah over the hosts of Egypt: 
half the song is over before the incident that is earliest in time appears - the enemy's 
boastful pursuit. Those then who assume that Solomon's Song must be a drama 
burden themselves with the restriction of making the sequence of details in the poem 
tally with sequence of time. 

It is not surprising that a work of literature should give up different senses to those 
who bring to bear upon it such different instruments of interpretation. Those who 
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hold thnt Solomon's Song is n drama find the plot of that drama to consist in a struggle 
bet\\'ecn King Solomon and a humble shepherd wooer for the love of the fair Shulam
mite woman, Solomon in the end giving way, and the heroine and her humble wooer 
becnming united. To me this result seems lo be wrung out of the words of the poem 
with a good deal of straining. On the other hand, if we allow the work the wider 
range oi lyric idyb, there needs no straining of interpretation to arriw at a story which 
is ccrtainlv not kss interesting than the other. for by this interpretation we are able 
to identify.the humble loYer with Solomon himself. The story becomes this. King 
Solomon. with a rourtly retinue, Yisiting the royal vineyards upon Mount Lebanon, 
comes by surprise upon the fair Shularrimite. She flies from them. Solomon visits 
:'er in the disguise of a shepherd, and so wins her loYe. He then comes in all his 
royal state, and calls upon her to leaw Lebanon and become his queen. They are 
in the act of being 'redded in the royal palace when the poem opens. 

This, which is the story as a whole, is brought out for us in seven idyls, each in
dependent, all founded on the one story, but making their reference to different parts 
of it as these occur to the minds of the speakers, without the limitation to order of suc
cession that would be implied in dramatic presentation. The first song depicts the 
Wedding Day: the bride - \\'ith her bridesmaids, the 'daughters of Jerusalem' -
is approaching the palace, Solomon leading her. Then there is the ceremony of lift
ing the bride across the threshold. The new queen, elevated to a throne from a 
country life, apologises gracefully for her homeliness to the company of city-bred 
bridesmaids. Then there follow confidences between husband and wife; later, the 
procession is passing from the banqueting hall to the bridal chamber. The wedding 
day has been presented in its successi\'e moments; and now the minstrel's refrain bids 
all leave the lovers to their repose. 

The second idyl may be said to go back in time, for it takes the form of the Bride's 
Reminiscences of the Courtship. She describes a visit to her of her lover in the fair 
spring time, and how in the midst of his Sll'eet words the harsh voices of her brothers· 
broke in upon thl'm, with the cry that the foxes were in the vineyard. Again, after 
the intervention of a refrain, the bride tells a simple dream of losing her lover and find
ing him again. Some snatch of refrain here, as always, separates one idyl from an-· 
other. 

from the ll'erlding scene with which we opened we have in ihe third idvl gone 
back in time to the Day of Betrothal, which is here prcsent~d in great parti~t;larity. 
Already the heroine has been won by the lover in his disguise, but now Solomon is 
~o visit the Shulammite in state. The epic description of which I ha Ye spoken - or, 
1f the reader prefers, such an impersonal 'chorus' as in oratorio is used to carry on 
narrati,·e - paints the journey of the king in the sumptuous chariot, with guards be
cause of terrors in the night journey through the wilderness. The dialogue that follows 
commences with Solomon's ravishment at the charms of his lo\·e; he invites her to 
lea Ye the rugged Lebanon, the actual proposal of marriage being veiled under a sym
Dol of maidenhood - a garden shut up. With the use of the same symbolism the 
Shulammite speaks her assent; and the poet breaks in with his blessing: 

Eat, 0 friends, 
Drink, yea, drink abundantly of love. 

The next idyl presents again a dream, this time A Troubled Dream of the Bride. 
Her lover c~mes in the night season; and while she pauses a moment to adjust her 
dr~ss, and dip her ~ngers m the myrrh, she loses him, and wanders forth to find him, 
be1?g bea'.en and msulted by the watch. With the fanciful incongruity that is so 
dehg~tful m. dream movement she finds herself, without surprise, accosting the chorus 
of lmdesma1ds, and talking of her lo\'er: in the rapturous description of his charms 
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the trouble of the dream passes off like a cloud, and the end is the happy confidence 
which leads up to the triumphant refrain. 

The fifth of these songs is wholly spoken by the royal bridegroom. It is a pas
sionate Meditation on the charms of his Bride. Incidentally it introduces, in an im
portant passage to which I shall recur, the occasion of his first meeting the fair Shulam
'Ilite. 

The two concluding idyls m!ght be called, in modern phrase, the close of the 
honeymoon. The first of them is spoken by the bride to her husband. Amid all 
he splendour of the royal palace she finds herself longing for her country home on 

Lebanon, and appeals to her husband that they may visit it together and renew their 
·ave there. The last of the songs carries out this purpose. A morsel of description, 
so phrased as to read like a brief echo of the longer description in the former song, in
troduces the pair arriving together from their wilderness journey. The talk that fol
lows in the home scene is just what would be natural. They recognise the very spol 
where the king and his court came by surprise upon the startled maiden. They speak 
sweet words of love, and of its foe jealousy. The bride recalls riddling speeches of 
maidenhood and marriage spoken to her when she was too much of a child to under
stand them; all is intelligible now. Finally, in a quaint figure, she renews her 
devotion to her husband: king Solomon has been the 'landlord' of her home, he 
shall also be the landlord of her heart. But royal personages cannot be left long to 
such solitary delights; hence the voices of the escort are soon heard: these are a 
signal for one more em brace, and the poem ends. 

Besides this general clue as to the mode in which the different parts of the story arc 
brought hefore us it is well that, before commencing the text, the reader should have 
his attention drawn to a few passages which are more or less peculiar in their form. 
I have already indicated that in places the dialogue gives way to description, or to the 
poet's apostrophes or refrains. These passages are in the present edition distinguished 
·by italic type. But there are two sections of the poem which stand in need of more 
explanation. 

The first of these occurs in the fifth song. The portions of the song precedin~ 
and following this passage are wholly occupied with the king's rapturous meditation 
on his bride. As part of this meditation he has said: 

There are threescore queens, 
And fourscore concubines, 
And virgins without number: 
My dove, my undefiled, is but one; 
She is the only one of her mother; 
She is the pure one of her that bare her. 
The daughters saw her, and called her blessed; 
Yea, the queens and concubines, and they praised her. 

Then follow lines which may well express the words of praise from the royal party 
when they came by surprise upon the beautiful Shulammite: 

Who is she that lookcth forth as the morning, 
Fair as the moon, pure as the sun, 
Terrible as an army with banners? 

The six lines that succeed express the feelings - the unspoken feelings - of the 
Shulammite as the gaze of the royal party is fastened upon her: 

I went down into the garden of nuts, 
To sec the green plants of the valley, 
To sec whether the vi1w budded, 
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And the pomegranates were in flower: 
Or ever I was aware, my soul set me 
Among the chariots of my princely people. 

Song of Songa 

Next comes a couplet, which may or may not have been spoken, conveying the long· 
ing of the courtiers to gaze longer upon the beauty who was fleeing from them. 

Return, return, 0 Shulammite, 
Return, return, that we may look upon thee. 

Another couplet, which again may or may not have been spoken, presents the maiden 
as uncomfortable under this courtly gaze: 

\\"h,· will ye look upon the Shulammite, 
As upon the dance of Mahanaim? 

Then the king's meditation continues: 

How beautiful are thy feet in sandals, etc. 

We have here, not an actual dialogue between two parties, but the form of dialogue 
thrown m·er Lhc succession of feelings of the respective parties as they face one an
other; and the whole is not part of a dramatic scene occurring at the moment, but a 
reminiscence. The effect may be styled a dramatised reminiscence.* 

The same suggestion of dramatised reminiscence covers another passage. 

SHE 

Tell me, 0 thou whom my soul loveth, 
\\'here thou feedest thy flock, 
\\'here thou makes! it to rest at noon: 
For why should I be as one that wandereth 
Beside the flocks of thy companions? 

HE 

If thou know not, 0 thou fairest among women, 
Go thy way forth hy the footsteps of the flock, 
And feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents. 

It is from this exchange of speeches more than from anything else that we catch what 
I haw presented above as one of the clements of the story, how that Solomon, after 
the Shulammite had fled from the approach of the royal party, courted her in the dis
guise of a shepherd. She naturally wondered who this shepherd could be, so different 
from all she had known; he, equally naturally, had sought to put off her question
ing,; with vague answers which meant nothing. All this is perfectly natural in a 
I01·e irlyl; the sole diniculty is the place at which this passage occurs. It is found in 
the first song of the wedding clay; what immediately precedes is the address t;; the 
bridesmaids, what follows is evidently the procession from the banqueting hall to tl:~ 
bcclchamher. It will be admitted that nothing could be more natural than that the 
first whispered confidence between the royal pair, who have that moment hcen wedded 
in a palace, should be a reminiscence of the courtship made under such different sur-

* It is worlh noting that the metrical fc.rm 0£ this dramatised reminiscence breaks the 
metrical uniformity of the idyl as a whole. Sec below, page i529. 
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roundings. No one would have felt any difficulty about the passage if the first 
speech had been introduced with the words - "Do you remember how I asked-,'' 
and the second with the words - "And do you remember how I answered-." But 
it is surely requiring the reader to assume very little when we claim that the reminis
cence is not introduced in that formal and prosaic manner, but is dramatically couched 
in the very words spoken on the former occasion. And it confirms this interpretation 
of the passage that a similar dramatised reminiscence has been shown to occur in 
another of the songs, where the context makes the form unmistakable. 

In reference to the matter of Solomon's Song, it must be pronounced a poem of 
pure conjugal love. However difficult it may be to us to reconcile the ideas of poly
gamy and purity, the harmony between these is distinctly a part of the poem. 

There are threescore queens, 
And fourscore concubines, 
And virgins without number: 
My dove, my undefiled is but one; 
She is the only one of her mother; 
She is the pure one of her that bare her. 

In various passages of the songs many readers are shocked at the passionate warmth 
of language, and lack of all reserve, which allows a poet to catalogue the bodily charms 
of his mistress, and dwell upon each with intensity of expression. It may he admitted 
that the poet of the Idyls belongs to a more warmly amorous race than his English 
readers. But such passages as I have in mind rest for their effect, not so much upon 
points of racial difference, as upon a special characteristic of poetic style of wide 
application in oriental poetry. I refer to the fact that, whereas modern poetry depends 
for intensity of effect chiefly upon imagery, oriental poetry combines with imagery 
the very different device of symbolism. 

Both imagery and symbolism rest upon comparison: some external idea is'im· 
ported to be compared with a detail in the positive description. But imagery appeals 
to the imagination, and uses ideas which make pictures; symbolism does not appeal 
to the pictorial sense at all, but rather to some analytic faculty, or conventional 
association of ideas. Thus with the symbols regularly used in Solomon's Song for all 
that has to do with the sexual relations - the symbol of the vineyard, of the garden 
shut up and the fountain sealed, the antithesis of the wall for chastity and the door for 
faeility of disposition, the symbolic sport of the roe amongst the lilies or upon th" 
'mountains of separation': in all these cases there is no realism, but its opposite, 
conventional substitutes for vivid expressions. Such symbols are as widely removed 
from realistic images as a telegraph code is removed from onomatopccia. 

The principle is not less true in application to the symbols of particular passages: 
these rest, not on pictorial effect, but on the ingenuity of the comparison, or on reference 
to standards of value. "His head is as the most fine gold": how little of picture there 
is in this is seen in the next line which speaks of bushy locks black as a raven. An 
English poem could not compare the heroine's nose to "the tower of .Lebanon which 
looketh toward Damascus": modern realism would seize upon the hugeness of a 
tower, and turn the effect to the farcical; the less literal imagination of the east is al 
leisure to catch the suggestion of a stateliness giving centre and direction to a land
scape in the way the nose serves as centre and index to the countenance. Similar 
comment may be made upon the comparison of the eyes to "pools in Heshbon by the 
gate of Bath-rabbim,'' o[ cheeks lo beds of spices, hands to rings of gold set with beryl, 
body to ivory work overlaid with sapphires. In all these cases nothing is painted; 
there is simply a reference to supreme types of excellence. It is readers ignoring such 
usage who have found fault with the heaven of Milton's poem as being material, 
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with its pearly gates and pavement of gold. These are of course simply supreme 
symbols hallowed by associations of holy writ; they seem material only to those who 
read with a defective sense of the symbolic. 

Sometiml's again such symbols will be used as will suggest a double relation be
tween the thinfl;S compared: this of itself would be fatal to pictorial effect. 

I am black - but comely ... 
As the tents of Kedar - as the curtains of Solomon. 

When Virgil has to deal with sunburnt beauty he uses vivid expressions: 

He's dark; what then? the hyacinth is black, 
The violet also. 

The Hebrew poet has no purpose to call up visions of beauty; but the comparisons 
he chooses, besides the superficial resemblance, will hint how the bride has been 
brought from the very outskirts of society to the glory of the palace itself. The fol
lowing passage would be unnatural in modern poetry. 

I have compared thee, 0 my love, to a steed in Pharaoh's chariots. 
Thy cheeks are comely with plaits of hair, 
Thy neck with strings of jewels. 
\\·c will make thee plaits of gold 
With studs of silver. 

To our literalism it would seem derogatory to see in the bride's braided hair and neck
lace suggestions of horses' harness; what recommends the comparison to the symbolist 
is the added suggesticm of a wild steed promoted to the chariots of Pharaoh. So in 
another passage, hair suggests mountain goats only because of the double effect of 
ordered rows and sloping brows; teeth because of their combined purity and evenness 
are compared to -

- a flock of ewes that are newly shorn, 
Which arc come up from the washing; 
\Yhcrc•of rvcr:~ one hath twins, 
And none is bereaved among them. 

Lips, for the same douhle suggestiveness, are likened to a thread of scarlet (uniting 
curve and colour); the temples call up the comparison of the pomegrar.ate only when 
they are seen throuf!h the veil. Analytic interest prevails in all these passages, and not 
an appeal to the passions. 

Yet another variation of symbolism acts by grouping excellences: the compari
son must be made with the group as a whole. 

How much better is thy love than wine! 
Ancl the smell of thine ointments than all manner of spices! 
T\ly lips, 0 my bride, drop as the honeycomb; 
Honey and milk are under thy tongue; 
And the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon. 

The mind must not isnlate any single sensuous detail, but gather from the whole the 
complete suggestiveness of the feast, with its wealth of flavotir and perfume; this com
panionship of two has become to the royal lover a:ll that the full revelry of the banquet 
can give of delight. The effect is of the same order as the wealth of synonyms which 
the poets of Wisdom literature pour out, in calling Wisdom by the indiscriminate names 
Understanding, Counsel, Discretion, Subtilty, and many more. 
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I have gone into some detail on this subject in order to emphasise the general 
principle how different a p:ietic atmosphere is created by the poetry in which imagery 
and that in which symlYJlism prevails. Imagery rests upon pictorial effects, and 
stimulates the imagination; symbolism appeals to the analytic sense, while to the 
imagination it acts rather as a sedative than a stimulus. So far from the poetry of 
Solomon's Song violating reserve, it may be said that symbolism is itself a form of 
reserve. And thus poetry saturated with symbolism can handle topics which more 
realistic writing must leave alone: making, in the sonnet. of Ecclesiastes, a picture of 
beauty out of the infirmities of old age, and in the present poem allowing the raptures 
of lovers' privacy to be heard by other ears without offence. 

On one other point a word may be said. In this presentation of idyllic love, some 
readers may ask, what has become of the spiritual interpretation? To dwell upon the 
religious meaning of the sacred literature is beyond the scope of this work. But T 
desire to point out that nothing here advanced conflicts with any theological 
use of the poem. It has been presented as celebrating the love of bride and bride
groom. Now this human relationship has been consecrated in the Old Testament 
to the relationship between Jehovah and his people, in the New Testament to 
the relationship between Christ and his Church. Here then is material enough 
for the theologian. The only way in which such discussion as has been ofTercd 
above interferes with religious interpretation is when an attempt is made to read spiri
tual meaning into single verses taken apart from their context. Solomon's Song hqs 
been the happy hunting ground of those who seek to discover mystic senses in isolated 
phrases, and a literary distortion has been the result which is perhaps without a parallel 
elsewhere. May an example be permitted? No one doubts the piety of Quarles. 
But he had a soul that could never rise above the single text; and one of the texts he 
has chosen to illustrate is the following. 

By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul love th; 
I sought him, but I found him not. 

Instead of reading on to find these words the beginning of a beautiful dream, Quarles 
is prepared to find in this fragment a spiritual sense. His hieroglyph represents a 
female figure, allegorical of the human soul, with a flat candlestick in her hand 
turning down the bedclothes, and surprised to find no one inside: on the other side 
of the bed, hidden from her but visible to the reader, is the figure of the Christ, in the 
attitude of one who has tumbled out of bed. With spiritual interpretation such as this 
the literary study of the Bible is in uncompromising antagonism. But it is surely 
not heresy to lay down the principle: First that which is natural, and afterward 
that which is spiritual. First the natural sense of a passage, resting upon gram
matical connection and the relation of parts to the whole of a literary work, is to be 
determined, as in any secular book: then only is it legitimate to inquire as to deeper 
meanings and theological exegesis. And to some readers it may seem that nothing 
more spiritual need be desired than the celebration of pure conjugal love. 

BIBLE PHILOSOPHY or WISDOM 

IN the wide range of books described by the collective title 'The Bible' a depart
ment that stands out separate from all the rest is Wisdom Literature. Side by side 
with prophets defending the theocracy and singers taking their inspiration from Tem
ple service, with historians compilinl!; annals of kings and scribes expounding the 
law, there was a class of Wise Men, who had habits of thought and forms of literature 
peculiar to themselves. Prophecy bas much in common with the lyric psalms; 
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prophecy again o\'erlaps with history, and the line between historic and epic narrative 
is difficult to draw. But e\'ery reader feels how the pro\'erbs of practical life differ 
from prophetic denunciations of sin, and how widely apart are the lyrics of worship 
and lvric celebrations of wisdom. Yet this is a distinctness in which there is no 
dashing: the wise have reached the same conclusions as the prophets and psalmists, 
only they haYc reached them by a different route. It is true that the name of Israel 
is found in only one of the books of wisdom, and only two give any recognition to 
the chosen people; there is not a hint in these books of l\Iessianic hopes, and in only 
one piacc is there a reference to Temple service; there is little said even of a personal 
God. The wi,;e haw, not inappropriately, been called humanists; but it would be 
a great mistake to describe their works as secular. The whole is pervaded by a spirit 
of dernutncss; and if there is little discussion of God it is plainly because the idea of 
God is so entirely taken [or granted. 

This Ohl Testament wisdom is the counterpart of what in other lit!'ratures is 
'philosophy.' But deep seated differences are covered by these different designa
tions. For one thing, the separation of reflection from conduct, natural elsewhere, 
has newr been made by the Hebrew sages; their word 'wisdom' suggests how they 
obsen·e or speculate upon the sum of things always with a view to righteousness. 
Again: the stage of literary evolution which differentiates the spheres of poetry 
and prose is a gradual process: this process has not been completed in the time of the 
Old Testament, and the wise express their philosophy with the freest range of im· 
ai;native setting and metrical intricacy. And there is another difTerrnce. Modern 
philosophy has a wide scope making it an endless progression, of which each stage 
is to be superseded by a further stage. The more limited scope implied in the term 
'wisdom' admits indeed a progression of thought, but a progression which is closed. 
The most important treatment of the books of wisdom is to read them in an order 
which presents a philosophy going through a complete round of thought develop
ment, and attaining a unity as imp•pssive as the unity of a dramatic plot. 

The principle underlying Wisdom literature and giving it its unity may be de
scribed by the single word Observation. The prophet rests his message on an imme
diate Di,·inc rewlation: the wise men only claim to han~ obsen·cd life. ~[odcrn Science 
is not more faithful to its root idea of examining details and grouping results than is 
the wisdom of the Bible to its principle of analytic observation. This same idea of 
obscn·ation gi,·cs us a key for determining the relation of the books of wisdom to one 
another. The earlier works, Proverbs and Ecclesiasticus, gi,·e us only Isolated Ob
s~rvations of life; these are reflected in brief proverbs, or in literary forms but little 
remo\·ed from proverbs, and each is entirely distinct and complete in itself. The 
f urtbcr notion of the connectedness of all things is not ignored in these earlier books, 
but is looked upon as no subject for reflective analysis; the wise men approach the 
uniYcrsc as a whole with feelings only of adoration, and the philosopher becomes 
a poet singing of this whole as 'Wisdom.' Ecclesiastes marks the point where, for 
the first time, reflective analysis has been turned upon the sum of things: the sudden 
rcsponsihility liccomes too great, and philosophy breaks down in despair. The 
word 'wisdom' now becomes confined for the most part to lesser achievements, or 
to the observing faculty; the universal is no longer a unity that can be adored, but 
a broken 'All things.' the attempt to understand which is 'vanity.' There is an ad
vance from this position in the latest of the books of wisdom, the apocryphal Wisdom 
of Solomon. Here philosophy recovers its tone of rapture; the recovery is made, not 
by returning to the restricted area of observation, but by still further enlarging it. 
The Preacher had considered only this life; his successor recognizes a life beyond the 
grave, and in immortality finds a solution of present mysteries. Whereas the Preacher 
had confined himself to the present, the new wisdom adds the past of history, and 
presents Wisdom as Providence. And a single passage - where however the topic 
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is only raised, and not followed into detail - shows that this close of Wisdom litera
ture extends its observation even from human life to external nature. Thus these 
four - Proverbs, Ecclesiasticus, Ecclesiastes and Wisdom of Solomon - make a dis
tinct progression of thought. And somewhere in this line of thought - it is needless 
to discuss exactly where - comes the remaining work of Wisdom literature, the Book 
of Job. Here again it is the universe as a whole which is under consideration, or at 
least, its leading problem, the Mystery of Evil. And here not one but several attitudes 
of mind in reference to this central problem are represented, and embodied in differ
ent dramatic characters, while their discussion of the mystery undergoes the develop
ment that belongs to dramatic plot. 

It is this development and unity of Old Testament wisdom which is the main 
subject of the present introductions. This is quite a separate matter from the ques
tions of authorship and chronology of the individual books. The Modern Reader·~ 
Bible does not profess to deal with the questions of historic criticism which arc so 
rife at the present time. From their own point of view such discussions are of high 
consequence: to one whose specialty is the history of Semitic peoples it is important 
to know whether Ecclesiastes was produced at an early or a late stage of Hebrew 
development. But from the standpoint of world literature the paramount in'erest 
is the mutual relations of the books of wisdom, to be determined by the internal evi
dence of the books themselves. To literature considered onlv as literature it is the 
opinion of the present editor that the importance of dates and historic setting has been 
immensely over-estimated, while considerations of authorship have more often proved 
a disturbance than a help. It is the more transient productions of literature that 
stand in need of such adventitious interest; the world's masterpieces, while of course 
they are capable of additional illumination from every source, yet if left to themseh·es 
appeal to every people and every age. And such considerations apply with special 
force to the books of wisdom; works in the historic discussion of which scholarship 
of equal eminence can be cited as pronouncing with equal positiveness on opposite 
sides of irreconcilable alternatives; while merely to state accurately the position of 
authorities makes a bulk of discussion sufficient to crowd out the thing discussed. 

The Proverbs 

The Proverbs is a Miscellany of Wisdom in five books. Four of these are various 
collections of the isolated proverbs and sayings; the first book contains Poems on 
Wisdom in general. It may be well for the reader to know beforehand what is the 
matter and form of the literature he is to encounter. 

To speak first of the proverbs themselves. Their fundamental topic is the world 
controversy between good and evil, wisdom and folly; both the antagonism itself 
and the judgment that is to decide between them. This judgment is not that which 
the prophets sometimes paint - a great Day of the Lord in which the whole earth 
is d,JOmed, but a continual judgment, going on at all periods and in every indil'i<lual 
life, by which the evil are constrained to bow before the good. Even the rightcoth 
are to be recompensed in the earth: how much more the wicked and the sinner. ;\' 
certainly as the Lord hath made everything for its own end, so certainly the wicked 
have been made for the day of evil. Doubts on the suhject of this unerring judgment, 
such as dominate Job and Ecclesiastes, and disturb even the faith of Asaph, appear 
only in the faintest manner in this work, in the form of a few precepts against the 
envying of sinners. So pronounced is the victory of good in early proverbs that they 
have been called utilitarian. Certainly their language can be read in a utilitarian 
sense, but I doubt if this expresses their spirit; they are philosophical, not protreptical, 
and their purpose is not to bribe with offers of advantage, but to exclaim against the 
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follv of thinking that there could be any path towards advantage except through right 
doing. 

With this thouglll ol the struggle between good and evil for the foundation of their 
creed, it is natural that the wise should gh·e prominence to the topic of reproofs and 
chastening: the wise reproof upon the obedient ear like an earring of gold, the chas
tening a child with a rod to save him from Sheol, the faithful wounds of a friend con
trasting with the profuse kisses of an enemy. Similarly, righteousness and success 
being inseparable, another prominent topic becomes the virtues that make for success 
and the ,·ices that hinder it. Such vices the proverbs display as the slack hand, or 
the lack of enterprise that thinks of the clean crib instead of the increase which the 
strength of oxen "·ill bring, or the talk of the lips leading to penury, or the borrowing 
that brings \\'ith it ,;la very to the lender. But the chief scorn of the wise men is. re
served for the sluggard: who roasteth not the food he took in hunting, who burieth 
his hand in the di.>h and will not so much as bring it to his mouth; his way is a per
petual hedge of thorns while other men are walking in a high way; as a son he is 
found sleeping in han·est time, as a messenger he is vinegar to the teeth and smoke to 
the eyes of those who have sent hiTP; al every call lo action there seems a lion in the 
streets; with the mechanical motion vf a swinging door he turns about o'l his bed, 
craving a little more slumber, until his drowsiness brings him to rags, or pO\·erty 
springs upon him like an armed robber. And all the while he is wiser in his own con
ceit than seven men that can render a reason. 

The proverbs treat conduct in general, denouncing chiefly such evils as belong 
to a simple state of society: the dishonesty of the false balance and divers weights, 
revenge and hasty strife, gluttony and intemperance in wine. There is a hint of con
flict between religion and morality in the precept against vowing rashly and after
wards making inquiry. The ~ew Testament command to lo,·c an enemy is taken 
from the Book of l'rm•abs, though the Sermon on the :\fount associates it with a 
higher n1otin" It is not surprising that in the sayings of the wise a special promin
ence should be gi,·en to the wisdom of the lips. Ile kisseth the lips, they say, that 
l(iveth a right answer; a word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in baskets of silver; 
not only does a soft answer turn away wrath, but a soft tongue breaketh the bone; 
the plans of the heart may belong to the individual man, but the answer of the tongue 
is from the Lord. 

Perhaps the proverbs are most characteristic when they turn upon the varying 
aspects of sricial life. Cameo pictures of social types ahoun<l. There is the prating 
fool, winking with his eye; the practical ,iokcr, as dangerous as a madman casting 
firebrands about; the talebearer, and the man who 'harps upon a matter,' separating 
chief friends; the whisperer whose words arc like dainty morsels going down into 
the innermost parts of the belly; the backbiting tongue; drawing gloomy looks all 
around as surely as the north wind brings rain; the false boaster, compared lo wind 
and clouds without rain; the haste to he rich; the liberal man that scattereth and yet 
increaseth, while others are withholding only to come to want; the speculator hold
ing back his corn amid the curses of the people; the man of wandering life, like a rest
less bird; the unsocial man that separateth himself, foregoing wisdom for the sake 
of his own private desire; the cheerfulness that is a continual feast. The times o' 
the wise men seem lo have been acquainted with genteel poverty: 

Belter is he that is lightly esteemed, and hath a servant, 
Than he that honourcth himself, and lacketh bread. 

Nor were they too primitive to exhibit hollow social observances: 

Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, 
Neither desire thou his dainties: 
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For as one that reckonelh within himself, so is he: 
Eat and drink, saith he to lhce; 
But his heart is not with thee. 
The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, 
And lose thy sweet words. 

Some of these social sayings rest upon the curious observation of what Ben Jonson 
would have called humours: the humour of the buyer, saying, It is naught, and when 
he is gone away, boasting; the humour of the mendicant, whose fellows give him a 
wide berth-

- his friends go far from him ! 
He pursucth them with words, but they arc gone. 

Of the same sort is the delightful picture of the parvenu at the great man's table, 
distracted between the dainties and awe at the presence: he is advised to keep a knife 
lo his hungry throat. Most unexpected of all is the proverb of the inopportune man 
that "blesscth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning:" but his 
blessing counts for a curse! 

It is not only social types that thus appear in the sayings of the wise: social ques
tions have their place. Proverbs are devoted to the relations of servant and master, 
wife and husband, parents and children. And there is the perpetual question of 
rich and poor. The saying that the (;.ppetite of the labouring man laboureth for him 
might have served Aristophanes as text for the discourse of Poverty in his Plutus. 
The wise view the rich and poor mingling in the incidents of life, and proclaim that 
the same Lord is maker of all. They point out that there are some compensations 
even for poverty: 

The ransom of a man's life is his riches: 
But the poor hcareth no threatening. 

Robbery of the poor they denounce as a reproach to the common Maker of all; and 
their invectives against the various forms of oppression go back to the 'removing of 
landmarks' which may be regarded as the first step in the evolution of pauperism. 

Indivicj.ual experience also finds proverbs lo reflect it: feebleness fainting in the 
day of adversity; satiety loathing the honeycomb; the sick disappointment of the 
hope deferrnd; the heart bowed with care, and gladdened by a single good word; 
the tinge of sorrow that is in laughter itself; the transitoriness of riches that make to 
themselves wings; misplaced confidence, jarring like a broken tooth or a foot out of 
joint; songs grating upon a heavy heart, and good news from a far country as refresh
ing as water to the thirsty. The proverb lore of experience may be considered to find 
its climax in Agur's aspiration after a life of golden mediocrity - neither poverty 
nor riches, but just food convenient for him. 

What the proverbs omit is not less striking than the matter they contain. Two 
of the leading interests of our modern life can scarcely be said to have any pl1ce in 
early Wisdom literature - politics and religion. There are sayings which mention 
the king; but the king appears only vaguely as the embodiment of authority, and 
'bad kings' as authority perverted. The king's wrath is as the roaring of the lion. 
his favour is as dew upon the grass; his glory is in the multitude of his people; hi' 
office is the winnowing out of sinners. A nearer approach to political ideas is in tlH· 
single proverb which warns against men given to change. In the same way the Lord 
appears in this literature as the still higher authority and ultimate sanction; one say
ing makes a link between the human and divine authority by speaking of the king's 
heart as in the hands of the Lord, turned like watercourses wheresoever he wills. 
The proverbs love to dwell on the omniscience of Deity: his eyes are in every place 
keeping watch over evil and good. Where other powers fail, the ultimate authority 
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,till has place: such seems to be the thought of the saying which recognises the Lord 
as the disposer of the lot that is cast into the lap. There is however one varying note 
in Prm·erbs on this supreme topic. The simple sonnet of Agur on the Unsearchable
ncss of God is the first hint of that weary scepticism that stands fully revealed in 
loa/cswstcs. 

I ha\·e been speaking of the topics of proverbs; it may be asked, what arc the 
methods by which these topics are treated? Without attempting minute analysis I 
may remark that three characteristics of gnomic method stand out. Antithesis is 
the wry life blood of the proverb: antithesis, in the form of adversative or other con
trast, belongs lo the vast majority of them. 

l!nrlcrstanding is a well-spring of life unto him that hath it: 
But the correction of fools is their folly. 

Children's children are the crown of old men; 
And the glory of children are their fathers. 

Next in importance to antithesis, comparison is a mode of emphasis in proverbial 
sayings. 

A rebuke entereth deeper into one that hath understanding 
Than an hundred stripes into a fool. 

\\"rath is cruel, 
And anger is outrageous: 

But who is able to stand befurc jealousy? 

Such comparison reaches its fullest form in the enumerations of the Number Sonnets. 

For three things the earth doth tremble, 
And fur four, which it cannot bear: 

For a sen·ant when he is king; 
And a fool when he is filled with meat; 
For an odious woman when she is married; 

And an handmaid that is heir to her mistress. 

A third mode of treatment found in the proverbs is the kind of comparison called 
imagery. Very striking images are employed by the wise men, especially in the 
fourth book of Prcn:crbs. Such is the simile of the will o' the wisp: 

The getting of treasures by a lying tongue 
Is a vapour driven to and fro; 

They that seek them seek death. 

Three striking similes are massed together in a single saying, where the contentious 
woman is compared to continual dropping in a very rainy day; restraining her is like 
holding the wind, using force is like fighting slippery oil. 

ThP reader of Prrrverbs must be on his guard against a first impr<>ssion of common
placeness. Pron·rk have a prerogative to be commonplace; their mission is to voice 
the most widely diffused experience. And there is no literary function higher than 
that of giving point to what is ordinary, and rcscning a truth from the obscurity of 
obdousness. No impression is left on the mind by the dry statement that the be
haviour of a pair of lovers is irreducible to principle. But Agur can strike a spark 
when he makes this topic into a number sonnet: 

There be three things which arc too wonderful for me, 
Yea, four which I know not: 
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The way of an eagle in the air; 
The way of a serpent upon a rock; 
The way of a ship in the midst of the sea; 

And the way of a man with a maid. 

It must be remembered, moreover, that proverbs suffer more than any other kind of 
literature by being read in collections. Most readers have grown weary even of ex
cellent lyric poems when they have tried to read through a disconnected series. But 
Wisdom literature contains the briefest of all literary compositions, and three hun
dred and seventy-five of these, wholly unconnected, are massed together in a single 
book of Tlzc Proverbs. Many of the sayings will justify themselves at once; for 
others the reader must be content to wait. It may well happen that proverbs which 
seemed the coldest in the mere reading may glow with wisdom if the reader himself 
happens to pass into the experience they describe. No special information is given 
by the familiar saying that the heart knoweth its own bitterness. But those who have 
had to suffer some pang of disaster have realised how this and other proverbs attain 
the very perfection of adequacy. 

We seem to pass into a different region of literature when we tum from the collec
tions of proverbs lo the introductory book of Poems on Wisdom as a whole. The 
word wisdom is associated with other names - Knowledge, Discretion, Understand
ing, Discernment: the individual words are not to be pressed, either in the original 
language or in any other, but the idea is a profusion of synonyms intended to take in 
all excellence. 'When to these synonyms is added 'Instruction' and 'Law,' the man 
of wisdom and the scribe join hands. To such Wisdom are opposed special errors 
- sluggishness, the sowing of discord - or in general terms, scorners and men of 
violence, as blind to their inevitable doom as the silly bird in whose very eyes the 
fowler may safely spread his net. Or the foes of Wisdom are the simple; or again 
the 'perverse' and 'froward' - terms suggesting those who do not yield to temptation, 
but go to meet it: in Southey's phrase, they tempt Hell to tempt them. 

The Wisdom celebrated is a thing of character; but of character viewed as a 
whole. It is an air or presence, that hangs about a man like a chaplet of grace on his 
head or chains about his neck. Sought at first with strain and effort - with search
ing as for hid treasures, with watching daily at gates and waiting at the posts of do01s, 
with the pain of Divine chastening - Wisdom becomes at last a heart possession, 
restraining the mouth, directing the eyes, establishing the feet, watching over the 
sleeper, talking with him when he wakes: by multiplied expressions like these the 
poets of \Visdom strive to express the overflowing of vigorous consciousness, as when 
an 'epic hero is made to converse with his 'dear heart.' Character passes into action, 
and Wisdom appears as a 'way' and a 'path': a path of light growing from dawn 
into full day, in contrast with another path that leads down into darkness and stum
bling. And in this connection of thought a single poem identifies Wisdom with a 
mocking retribution, such as a Greek poet would call 'Nemesis,' which the Hehrrw 
poet, by an interlocking of metaphors, describes as a man's 'eating of the fruit of his 
way.' Viewed from the past, Wisdom is the 'principal thing' which has come down 
by tradition from instructin?; father to son that becomes instructor in his turn; viewed 
from yet another slandpoint, Wisdom is the grand bargain of life, whose merchandise 
is better than merchandise of silver, and her gain than gold and rubies. 

But Wisdom can rise higher still in the scale of personality. The same impulse 
which leads a sailor lad to speak of his ship as 'she,' or a poet to deify his inspiration 
as a Muse, leads the wise men to clothe their theme with a feminine personality. 
Wisdom is a sister, Understanding a kinswoman; the final poem of the book paints 
Wisdom as the universal hostess, with her house of seven pillars and her maidens 
bidding to a rich feast. But the great monologue which is the crown of the Wisdom 
poems contains another personification, as bold as it is brilliant. The poet throws 
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out his light by dark shading, and prepares the way by presenling another person
ality - the 'Strange Woman,' who haunts the whole of Wisdom literature. Her 
tempting enticements are elaborated in all their details, and the simple victim is pic
tured as following her, heedless as the ox going to the slaughter, helpless as the fet
tered prisoner carried to the correction of fools. There is a momentary lifling of a 
veil to give a glimpse of the house as the way down lo the abyss, and the victims as 
a mighty host in the chambers of death: and then, with a startling turn of the im
agerv, the poet presents Wisdom as the temptress to good. 

Doth not Wisdom cry? 

From the high places and every point of vantage are heard her pleadings with the 
simple. She enumerates her charms: and at once the poem begins a chain of ascend
ing climaxes. First, all the desirable things of mankind appear as part of Wisdom: 
subtilty and discretion, justice and strong rule, righteousness and true wealth. Then 
a further climax trawrses the whole gulf between subjecti1·e and objective, and Wis
dom is identified with Beauty, - not with any partial or transient beauty, but with 
the whole creati1·e design of the universe, in which Wisdom assisted as a master 
workman. Even a higher climax still is found when \\,'isdom appears as the delight 
in all existence, such as crowns moments of rare consciousness when the indi1·iclual 
realises his oneness with the whole. The cosmogonist of Genesis, writing prose, 
represents God 1·icwing his finished creation: "and, behold, it was ve,ry good." It 
is a poetic inlcnsification of the same thought which here makes the beauty of creatiYe 
design pass over into a joy of Deity for ever, and Wisdom is.seen as his daily delight: 

Sporting always before him; 
Sporting in his habitable globe. 

A few words will be sufficient to describe the literary forms which are to be met 
with in the Books of Proverbs. The most elementary is the Unit ProYerb: a couplet 
- rarely a triplet - of verse, which is in the strictest sense an 'aphorism': bounded 
by its own horizon, without any connection with anything else. There are in Pro
i•erbs a few Prowrb Cluslers, where seYeral independent sayings are gathered about 
a common theme. Next in order comes the Epigram. Classical epigrams do not, 
like those of modern literature, imply wit; the suggestion of the term is of smooth
ness and polish in connection with a poem at once brief and complete in its thought. 
In application to Wis<fom lilerature I use the term Epigram in a Ycry definite scrise: 
as a unit pro1·erb organically expanded. That is to say, in every epigram two lines 
(not necessarily consecutive) make a unit proverb, which is the germ of the whole. 

Weary not thyself to be rich; 
Cease- from thine own wisdom. 
Wilt thou set thine eves upon that which is not? 

For ri("hes certainly make themselves wings, 
Like an eagle that llicth toward hea\"en. 

!t is clear that the two lines which stand out on the left make a proverb complete in 
Itself, and also that the remaining lines are expansions of the idea of this proverb. 
This plan of printing epigrams is uniformly followed in this work. 

In the opening book, and occasionally in the other books, we have Wisdom Son
nets. The neglect of Comparative Literature, and the tendency to study the litera
t~re of each nation by itself, has led to a narrowed conception of the Sonnet, from the 
c1rcumstance that English sonnets and their Italian models consist of fourteen lines 
each. But there is no virtue in the number fourteen; and the true diflerentia of the 
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Sonnet is the moulding of thought to special form. It is an accident that the Italian 
and English languages employ a single pattern; there is no departure from the sonneL 
spirit if a multiplicity of patterns be adopted, provided there is felt the cutting of the 
thought according to the form. In the Number Sonnets, more than one example of 
which has been already cited (pages 1455-6), the opening lines announce a scheme, 
"There are three ... yea, four ... ," to which the rest conforms. More im
portant in Wisdom literature are the Free Sonnets, in which the moulding is to noth
ing more restricted than 'high parallelism,' that is, not the parallelism binding suc
cessive lines into a stanza, but the bond which may correlate the most distant portions 
of a poem in a single scheme. The reader interested in technicalities will Jind a com
plete account of the structure of bil>lical poetry at the commencement of the notes 
(page 1517). But without goin11: into technicalities the sensitive reader can appreciate 
in these sonnets, when properly printed, their harmonies of form: sequences of 
parallelism repeating themselves or inverted, crossing or swinging like a pendulum, 
augmenting or varied in the freest manner yet without the rhythmic step being lo'l. 
The versification of Wisdom literal me is Lo the versification of the Psalms what the 
music of Handel and Bach is to th.: music of Beethoven; and perhaps no name but 
that of Bach will adequately suggest the delight in formal bonds elastic enough to 
admit the deepest thought which makes the technical beauty of the biblical Sonnet. 

Ecclesiasticus 

The portion of Wisdom literature next to be considered is the apocryphal Eccle
siasticus, or, The Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach. The series of books popu
larly known as the Old Testament Apocrypha have been by an eminent scholar ap!ly 
styled Zwischcnschriften or Intermediate Writings. To none of them does the term 
Intermediate apply with so much fulness as to that which is the subject of the presl'nt 
introduction. Like the rest of the Apocrypha, Ecclesiasticus stands between the Old 
and New Testaments. Like the whole of the Books of Wisdom, it is in!ermediall' 
between sacred an<l secular literature. In common wiLh two other of these wisdom 
books it mediates between purely Jewish thought and the spirit of the external wnrl1l 
by which this was gradually leavened; and in the case of Ecclesiasticus what there is 
of external influence is, on the explicit authority of the Preface, to be put down lo 
that Alexandrian literary circle which was the great link between Oriental and \\'cs
tern, between Ancient and l\Iodcrn. In a yet more important sense the word has 
application: so far as Biblical Philosophy can be presented as a thing of dewluµ· 
ment, Ecclesiasticus holds in that development a middle place. The Book of Pro
verbs is a series of isola!cd observations of life, universal wisdom being not analysed 
but adored. On the contrary Ecclesiastes and Wisdom, from however varie<l stand·· 
points, agree in turning reflection on to the universe as a whole. Unlike these, the 
Book· of Ecclesiasticus makes no attempt to investigate universal problems; its 111:11 
ter, apart from the hymns to Wisdom, is, like that of Proverbs, addressed to prac!i• al 
life; its Greek ti!le makes it a Manual of Virtue or Panaretos, and a modern hislori:111 
has described it as the sanctification of common sense. But, unlike l'roc,,,,bs, ii' 
observations are not isolated, but digested into wider though still fragmentary s111-

veys. The inquisitive spirit no longer satisfies; systematisation has not yet beg11n: 
between comes the arrangement of material under headings - like the 'topics' I ' 
the Aristotelian system - which is distinctly a mi<ldle stage in philosophic advance. 

Here however a misunderstanding is to be avoided. Tu discuss the relation of thiE I 
book to others as regards the development of the thought reftec!ed in them is, as haE I 
been already remarked, by no means the same thing as settling the chronological I 
order in which the books were composed. The personal references in Ecclesiasticm ~ 
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arc so distinct as to enable schola_rs, with practical unanimity, lo fix the date of its 
compositi1rn as about 200 B.c. The decision of a date for Ecclesiaslrs is a locus classi
rns for disagreeing doctors; opinion on this topic has ranged oYer a thousand years, 
frnm the age of Solomon to the age of Herod the Great. But if the earliest date pos
sible be taken for l:'crlcsiaslcs, this will not pre,·ent its representing a later slagc of 
philosophic thought than the other. The earEcr stages of literary thought and form 
do not disappear when later stages take their rise; the two go on together side by side, 
each calling forth fresh representatives, just as the invaders of a country and the origi
nal inhabitants may setdc down in it together. If Ecclesiastes he early and l!cclesias
ticus late, this merely implies that the son of Sirach did not adopt the philosophic 
position of his predecessor, but remained in touch with the slill earlier thought from 
which the Preacher had made his divergence. . 

The enlarged thought needs new forms for its expression; poetic forms had suf
ficed for Prm•crbs, Ecclcsiastiws supplements these with a lilcralure of prose. 
I desire to be the more explicit in my explanation at this point, because I haYe de
parted \·cry widely from preYious editions in the form which the book presents to the 
eyt:.* Hebrc\\· Yerse depends, not upon mechanical matters such as rhymes or lhc 
numbering of syllables, but upon the parallelism of clauses. But this parallelism 
of clauses is, in universal literature, a feature of rhetoric. If then a language bases 
its wrse system upon something which also belongs to prose, it is inevitable that in 
that language we should find an owrlapping of Yerse and prose. The extreme of 
poetry and the extreme of prose will be as far apart in Hebrew as in other languages. 
But there will c.1mc a point at which the parallelism of rhetoric and the parallelism 
of verse "·ill approach very near to one.another; to discriminate them will involve 
examining not only the collocation of clauses, but also the_ general drift and spirit 
of the whole. This discrimination I have endeavoured to make. The reader who 
is astonished tn find long successions of prose in a book he has been accustomed to 
see wholly in the form of verse must not suppose I am throwing over the authority 
of previous editors. All that other editions have implied by the breaking up into 
lines is the parallelism of clauses, which is an unquestionable fact. But I have gone 
a step further, and endeavoured to distinguish the rhetoric parallelism from the poetic 
parallelism, dothing each with the outer form in which it is familiar to the modern 
reader. 

It must occur to any student that the usual arrangement of Ecclesiasticus puts a 
severe strain upon our sense of form. I instance such a passage as the following, 
cited as it appears in the Re,·ised Version. 

And Phinchas, the son of Eleazar, is the third in glory, 
In that lw was zealous in the fear of the Lord, 
And stood fast in the good forwardness of his soul when the people turned away, 
And he made rcronciliation for Israel. 
Therefore was th<·re a cnvenant of peace established for him, 
That he should be learkr of the saints and of his people; 
That he and his sccrl 
Should ha\"e the dignity of the priesthood for ever. 
Also he made a cownant with David the son of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah; 
The inheritance of the king is his alone from son to son; 
So the inheritann· of Aaron is also unto his seed. 

This is not parallelism at all, but straightforward prose cut up into lengths. In the 
next passage there is parallelism, but such as will appear in any writer of rhetoric 
prose. · 

*The general principles of the use of prose and verse in this edition are fully discusscrt 
below, page 1530. 
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With a holy garment, with go.3. and blue and purple, the work of the embroiderer, 
With an oracle of judgement, even with the Urim and Thummim; 
With twisted scarlet, the work of the craftsman; 
With precious stones graven like a signet, in a setting of gold, the work of the jeweller, 
For a memorial engraved in writing, after the number of the tribes of Israel; 
vYit11 a crown of gold upon the mitre, having graven on it, as on a signet, HOLINESS. 

I am persuaded that neither of these passages would have been supposed verse excep 
through a preconceived idea that Ecclcsiasticus must be understood to be all verse or 
all prose. On the other hand, the 'parallelism of contiguous clauses (as dist:nguislird 
from the high parallelism that links together clauses widely separated) belongs to 
rhetoric style in all languages. No one doubts that our Microcosmography is prose; 
yet (notwithstanding the greater diffuseness of English as compared with Hebrew) 
great part of it might be printed in lines that would have as good a claim to parallel
ism as many parts of Ecclesiasticus. Thus, of the Alderman: 

You must look on him as one of the town gates, 
And consider him not as a body, but a corporation. 

His eminency above others hath made him a man of worship, 
For he had never been preferred but that he was worth thousands. 

He oversees the commonwealth as his shop, 
And it is an argument of his policy that he has thriven by his craft. 

He is the highest stair of his profession, 
And an example to his trade what in time they may come to. 

He makes very mu<;h of his authority, • 
But more of his satin doublet, 

vVhich, though of good years, bears its age very well, 
And looks fresh every Sunday; 

But his scarlet gown is a monument, 
And lasts from generation to generation. 

My argument is, I repeat, that, in view of the overlapping of verse and prose, the clas
sification of Hebrew compositions must depend upon wider literary considerations 
than the mere coordination of clauses. Such wider examination will no doubt in
volve difference of opinion; but the general principle will be clear that Wisdc>i1 
literature, resting on a basis of the gnomic couplet which is a meeting point of prcsr 
and verse, develops in a twofold direction, and as the writings of the wise men suc
ceed one another there is a tendency for rhetoric to preponderate over verse.* 

Two new forms then are introduced by the son of Sirach into Wisdom literature 
- the Maxim and the Essay. I use the term l\Iaxim in a definite sense: to describe 
a saying which consists of a proverb couplet (or occasionally the abridgement of a 
couplet) followed by a comment in prose. Sometimes this comment is of the nature 
of an elucidation (xx. 14): 

The gift of a fool shall not profit thee; 
For his eyes are many instead of one. 

He will give little and upbraid much, and he will open his mouth like a crirr; 
to-day he will lend, and to-morrow he will ask it again: such an one is a haic
ful man. 

Here an enigmatic expression, the 'many eyes' of a fool, is interpreted of inconstancy. 

*The whole subject of the overlapping in Biblical literature of verse and prose is discussed in 
Chapter IV. of my Literary Study o/ the Bible (D. C. Heath & Co., Boston; Isbister & Co., 
London). 
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In other cases the comment may apply a general statement to particular cases; as 
in the following (xix. r): 

He that despise!h small things 
Shall fall by little and little. 

Wine and women will make men of understanding to fall away: and lie 
that dc·ayeth to harlots will be the more reckless. Moths and worms shall 
have him lo heritage; and a reckless soul shall be taken away. 

Or the comment to a maxim may, in the most varied way, be an enlargement of the 
text. It will be seen that the Maxim is the prose counterpart to the verse Epigram: 
both consist of a unit prowrb enlarged by comment.* It is natural to find these two 
forms abounding in works that emanate from the Scribes, and from what may fairly 
be called the .\11:e of Commentary. 

As the ~Iaxim is the counterpart of the Epigram, so is the Essay of the Sonnet. 
The two inrnh-e, in their respective spheres of Prose and Poetry, an aggregation of 
thoughts with no necessary bond beyond the common theme. To the ode or epic, 
to the sermon or speech, a title is a superfluity: to a sonnet or essay its title represents 
the very soul of the composition, binding its scattered thoughts into a unity. The 
Sonnet giws to such a cluster of thoughts the attraction of poetic elaboration; the 
Essay, on the contrary, has the free flow of rhetoric style. It is a common feature of 
all literatures that they begin with verse, and afterwards develop a prose style. But it 
belongs to llebrew, with its common ground between verse and prose, that this de
,·elopmenl of prose should be a gradual progression. The writings of the son of 
Sirach exactly cover the ground of this progression. Stanley's picturesque descrip
tion of his style - the closed hand of the Hebrew proverb changing into the open 
palm of Greek rhetoric - may or may not be accurate as regards the degree of Greek 
influence, but it admirably describes the transitional style. l have traced elsewhere t 
the evolution of the Wisdom Essay out of the gnomic sentence, with the Proverb 
Cluster as a transitional stage, while compositions that must be called essays still 
present wry different degrees of gnomic stiffness. It may here he added, that the 
essays of Ecclrsiastiws shew a yet further development: as between what may be 
called the Inorganic Essay - the mere cluster of thoughts familiar to us in Feltham's 
Resolves or the .lfir1ocosmography - and the commencement of an organic style, in 
which the more ordered thought should have the external representation of paragraphs. 
One more literary form has to be mentioned. The Essay, like the Sonnet, partakes 
in the double function of Wisdom literature - to celebrate wisdom as well as lo pre
sent wise thoughts. Hence we find in this work Rhetoric Encomia, which may fairly 
be described a,; prose hymns. 

Literary forms such as these contain the matter of Ecclesiasticus, which is thus, 
like Prol'crbs, a ~fiscellany of Wisdom. But it has another difference of form from its 
predecessor. Prrrucrbs was an anthology of anthologies: no less than five distinct 
collections put together by an unknown editor. The book under discussion is the 
work of a single editor, who names himself, and keeps his personality constantly 
before his readers. Indeed, this outbreaking of the personality of the author from 
time lo time has the effect of dividing the whole into distinct divisions or books· a 
thing which seems to have been overlooked by editors of Ecclesiasticus in their dis
cussions of the divisions of the work.t At the end of chapter twenty-three-· that 

*See Introduction to Proverbs, above page 1457. 
t Literary Study of the Bible, page 29<}. 
t Edersheim (in Wace's Commentary) says that Ecclesiasticus has five parts, like the I.aw 

and the Psalter; but his five divisions are founded upon analysis of matter. without referenre 
to the prefatory interruptions. Fritzche's sevenfold division and groupings partly agree with 
the arrangement in this work. 
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is, after an amount of matter almost as·long as Lhe whole Book of Proverbs - the 
author speaks to announce that Wisdom shall praise herself. There follows the poetir 
monologue which is parallel to the great monologue in Proverbs. Then the author 
again speaks to connect this Wisdom with the Covenant of Jehovah, and to call her 
exhaustlessness a great sea. From that sea he himself came out as a stream from a 
river, as a conduit into a garden. 

I said, I will waler my garden, and will water abundantly my garden bed; 
and, lo, my stream became a river, and my river became a sra. I will yrl 
bring instruction to light as the morning, and will makr these things to shine 
forth afar off. 

There IJ surely nothing in these words of the self-exaltation which some editors ha\'!' 
seen; they con lain a modest and felicitous figure by which it is expressed that th1· 
author's materials have grown upon him, and that a second book must be added to th" 
first. Again, at xxxiii. 16 we get another brief prefatory interruption. 

And I awaked up last, as one that gleaneth after the grape-gatherers: 
by the blessing of the Lord I got before them, and filled my winepress as 
one that gathereth grapes. 

The image is an apposite one for what is to be an addition to an addition. Another 
similar passage occurs at xxxix. 12. 

Yet more will I utter which I have thought upon; and I am filled as the 
moon at the full. 

The full moon is an appropriate comparison for what is in reality the final book of the 
miscellany; for the fifth division contains only two lengthy compositions, both of th" 
nature of rhetoric encomia, and each is announced separately by a few words from 
the author. When it is remembered how seldom the personal pronoun is used i11 
this work, it becomes evident that these passages are prefaces dividing the whole work 
into books. 

With these prefatory notices to particular books may be compared another in
teresting passage, which is numbered as chapter fifty-one of the ordinary editions. 
This comes after the work has been brought by its author to the most formal conrlu
sion possible, in what is, in fact, a regular medireval colophon; anything following th is 
must be either the addition of some editor, or that 'Author's Preface' which is naturally 
the last thing written in any book that is not a Tristrain Shandy or a H11dibras. The 
chapter has a title: A Prayer of Jesus the Son of Sirach. This, like so many others 
of the traditional titles in our bibles, is the suggestion only of the opening words, and 
has little relevance to the section as a whole. It contains in reality three paragraphs 
The first is a recital in prayer of the mercies of a lifetime. Then follows an autobi"
graphica! paragraph: how the writer has searched for wisdom all his life and the Lon I 
has granted it. The third paragraph is an invitation to the unlearned to draw near 
and lodge in the house of instruction. The whole spirit of this invitation is in keepin:.: 
with the prefatory passages noted above; and one single expression - "Behold 
with your eyes how that I laboured but a little and found for myself much rest"- is 
unintelligible except in what is introductory to a collection of writings. I have thc·n 
thought it legitimate to transfer this to the place of an Author's Preface. 

Our result then is that the Book of Ecclesiasticus is a Miscellany of Wisdom 
literature, divided by an Author's Preface and subsequent prefatory notices into fi,·e 
books. The number five may just be noted in passing. The Book of Proverbs is 
without question disposed in five books. 'Ve now see that Ecclesiasticus has the same 
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number of di\·isions. Internal evidence has led me (as will appear in a subsequent 
introduction) to recognize five essays in Ecclesiastes and five discourses in 
Trisdom. .-\gain, the Book of Psalms, the collection and arrangement of which is 
the \rnrk of the \\ ise men, is plainly di\·i<led by doxologies into five books. It looks 
as if the number liw had a special signiticance in \Visdom literature, as the number 
snen has elsewhere. 

The matter of F.cclesi<lslicus, it has already been said, includes the celebration am 
presentation of wisdom. The sonnets in adoration of God and Wisdom make t 
much smaller proportion of the whole work of the son of Sirach than was the case witl 
Pr,n•cr/:s. In general poetic character they are much the same as the sonnets of tho_ 
bnok. Especially noticeable is the musical poise they sustain, by their elaborate para1. 

lclism and use of the refrain, and by their crescendo through the enumeration of par 
tirulars to a climax. To the great monologue of Wisdom in Prm•crbs I have already 
pointed out a parallel mcq:!ed in the preface to the second book of Ecclcsiasticus. 
\\'isdom is described as the breath of the :\lost High, covering the earth as a mist, 
throned in the pillared cloud, moving in loneliness over the circling heavens and the 
bottomless abyss, mw the tossing seas, and the limitless peoples of the world, until 
the Creator bid,; hL'r take up her tabernacle in Jacob. In glorification of this \\'isdom 
follows a /our-dt:fora of imagery from the \rnrld of vegetation: the stateliest trees 
express her naltation, sweetest odours arc compared to the words she breathes, her 
permeating presence is pictured by stretching branches and graceful flowers. All are 
im·itcd to an exhaust less feast: to cat and yet be hungry. At this point may be seen 
a suggcsti\·c difference between the spirit of Eccles:aslicus and that of PrlYVerbs. At the 
c:imax of the poem the author breaks in to say (in prose) that the Wisdom so cele
brated is 'The Law.' The word 'law' docs not occur once in Ecclesiastes, nor (in 
the technical sense) in Job or Jrisdom; in PrlYVerbs it is used onlv as one of a crowd of 
synon)1ns for "·isclom: in the present work it occurs more than twenty times. All 
this is in accord \\ith what is seen of the personality of the author; as Professor 
Cheyne has \•:tll put it, the man of \\·is iom has here turned Scribe. But it is to the 
golden age of the Scribes that he belo .gs, before their unchastened reverence for the 
letter has degener,11 .. d into mechanical literalism. The book is entirely free from 
the c2suistry an<l loss of spiritual perspective that we associate with so much of 
the rabbinical utterances which grew into the Talmud. 

I pa~s from the poetry recommending wisdom to the poetic and prose forms which 
contain the wisdom recommended. As in PrlYVerbs, the contro\·ersy of ·wisdom with 
its enemies is present throughout. The Sluggard, who is the chief butt of the earlier 
wise· men, seems here to have disappeared, and it is the Fool who bears the bmnt of 
the whole attack. Ile naively complains that he has no friends, those even that eat 
his bread scorning to thank him. His discourse has no more consistency than the 
chr•1ging moon; his laughter is the wantonness of sin; his oaths make the hair stand 
on encl. I !is thoughts go round and round like a cart wheel; his heart is in his mouth 
\•·hPreas a \1 ise man's mouth is his heart. To teach the Fool is as impossible as le 
glue togelhcr a lmik'-'n potsherd, or to discourse to one who slumbers and will presently 
awake and ask \rhat it is all about. Sand, salt, lead, a mass of iron, are all figure~ 
to express tl1e opJ•ressiveness of the Fool's company. Seve'n days are the days of 
mourning for !he dead: lmt for a fool all the days of his life. 

In contrarllstinrtinn to ell this wisdom is a ·thing of long and earnest pursuit. 
The follower of Wisdom must be as one that tracketh, prying in at her windows, 
fastening a nail in her walls. 

At the first she will walk with him in crooked ways, and will bring fear and 
dread upon him, and torment him with her discipline, until she may trust his 
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soul, and try him by ~er judgeme~ts: then will she return again the straight 
way unto him, and will gladden him, and reveal to him her secrets. 

There is an approach to a formulated conception of wisdom. Moral and intellectual 
knowledge are not to be separated: praise is not comely for the sinner and he can 
n~ver be7cme wise, because ~e abominates t~at godliness _which is the' sole way to 
wisdom (1. 25). One essay (xix. 20) traces various counterfeit forms of wisdom. The 
!mowledge of evil is not wisdom, and the pleasantries of fools are not wit. Wisdom 
is not found in the exquisite subtilty that amounts to injustice; nor in violence o[ 
jud~ement and reproof; nor in the prosperity and adversity which are really the op
posites of what they seem. One of the longest and most highly finished of all the es
says is devoted to a distinction between two kinds of wisdom (xxxviii. 24): the wisdom of 
the busy and the wisdom of the man of leisure. The agricultural toiler, the skilled 
graver of signets, the smith sweating at his furnace, the artistic potter - all that thus 
put their trust in their hands are wise in their work: these maintain the fabric of the 
world, and in the handywork of their craft is their prayer. But these shall not 
declare wisdom, and where parables are they shall not be found. To these is 
opposed the man that hath applied his soul, and meditated in the law of the Most 
High. He shall pour forth wisdom, and in prayer give thanks: but even he only 
"if the great Lord will." 

The Book of Proverbs was concerned, not only with the contending wisdom anrl 
folly, but also wi,h the 'judgement' that was daily deciding between them. Similarly 
in this work we have warnings against the sowing on the furrows of unrighteousness 
and the sevenfold reaping that ensues. But as we noticed a partial formulation of the 
idea of wisdom, so we may note an approach to a theory of providence. The great 
perplexity of ancient thought was the visible prosperity of the sinner. Ecclesiasticus 
emphatically asserts (xi. n) that prosperity and adversity are from the Lord. Whal 
appearance there is to the contrary can easily be met by a sudden reversal at the end. 

In the day of good things there is a forgetfulness of evil things; and in the 
day of evil things a man will not remember things that arc good. For it is 
an easy thing in the sight of the Lord to reward a man in the day of death 
according to his ways. The affliction of an hour causcth forgetfulness of 
delight; and in the last end of a man is the revelation of his deeds. 

Yet another loophole is offered for escape from the difficulty of appearances: that a 
man shall be known in his children. Another essay (xvi. 1) proclaims that there is no 
safety for sinners in their numbers; as little in their insignificance: "There is a tem
pest which no man shall see; yea, the more part of his works are hid." 

Is there any scepticism in Ecclesiastiws, such as even in Proverbs was for a mo
ment revealed by the sonnet of Agur? It must be remembered of course that the pres
ent work is not a collection only, but the work of a single author, who has arranged 
and modified where he did not himself compose. I think Professor Cheyne goes _too 
far in saying that the author of this book is no more troubled by doubts th:i-n the wnt~r 
of the introduction to froverbs. His personal faith is indeed unwavenng; but his 
wording, compared with the earlier work, suggests the believer who has had to con
front objectors. Hence in the essay quoted above the emphasis placed upon final re
versals of fortune, and the suggestion of the next generation as a still further chance 
for the revelation of the ungodly. Of the same sort is a curious. analogy which _the 
son of Sirach sets himself to trace (xxxiii. 7): the perplexing inequalities among mankind 
are referred to the absolute will of God, in the same way that God has created days of 
honour and days of dishonour, though his sun illumines alike all the d~ys of the yea~. 
More important still is the preface to Book IV. It contends that all thmgs have their 
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seasons; all things (including evil) have their uses; all the works of the Loni will be 
approved in their seasons. The form is rhetoric encomium; but this veils a theory 
of providence generated by the necessity of meeting difficulties - the very philosophy 
of times and seasons which, stated as a formal theory, Ecclesiastes sets himself to 
overthrow. 

In the introduction to the Book of Proverbs I pointed out the comparative absence 
of hrn leading topics of modern thought - religion and politics. In Ecclesiastiws 
there is e,·en less of politics: only one essay (ix. 17) can be ranked under this head, an 
essay in which the scribe, or instmcted man, is described as the artilicer of the work of 
_good government. But much more space is given in this book to the topic of religion. 
Kot to speak of the hymns of adoration, there are exclamations against hypocrisy 
in public worship; and the recognition of dues to the priest is enumerated among the 
duties of a household. A g:reat essay (xxxiv. 18) is devoted to the subject of sacrifice. 
It breathes the spirit of the fiftieth psalm, that sacrifice unaccompanied by righteous
ness is impious. It adds the duty of offering with cheerfulness; and concludes with 
the power of humble prayer. A prayer for afflicted Israel follows; and the collection 
contains another prayer for purity of lips and heart (xxii. 27). There is doctrine in this 
work, as well as the religious spirit. I must say that the references found by many 
commentators to specific points of theology - such as angelology, the Satan, Messi
anic hopes - are by no means clear to me. And there can be no doubt that the doc
trine of the resurrection and future life forms no part of the system of this writer; 
there is no reference to it which is not, to say the least, ambiguous, and on the other hand 
the authur i' constantly relying on sanctions of another kind - the judgment implied in 
the close of a sinner's life, the yet later judgment on his children, the prize of a good 
name to last beyond death. But posili\'e doctrine is not wanting. There is an em
phatic assertion I w. r r) of free will: God hath set fire and water before man, and he 
shall stretch forth his hand unto whichsoeYer he will; man has been left in the hand of 
his own counsel. And one essay (X\'i. 24) seems to contain a complete creed of the son of 
Sirach, though a creed that is rhetoric rather than dogmatic in form. One paragraph 
proclaims God as the creator of the uniYerse; the next as the creator of responsible 
man; this responsibility implies infirmity and the consequent necessity for repentance; 
a climax is [ound in the omnipotence that passes into mercy. 

As a drop of water from the sea, and a pebble Crom the sand, so arc a few 
years in the days of eternity. For this cause the Lord was longsuffering over 
them, and poured out his mercy upon them. . . . The mercy of a man is 
upon his neighbour; but the mercy of the Lord is upon all flesh. 

Coming to the topic of conduct we find, as we s~ould expect, a more rounded treat
ment of particular subjects than was seen in Proverbs. In the essay on Meekness 
(iii. 17), though the individual sentences have the form of precepts, yet their effect is to 
frame a complete conception of the virtue out of its opposition to self-exaltalion, to in
tellectual anxiety, lo [ussiness, and to stubbornness and unrepenlance. Prick is 
dahorately treated (x. 6): it is a disease, the cause of mutations in slates and the liYes 
of indi1·iduals; not human distinctions but meekness and inner qualities make true 
ho'lnur, and none is greater than he that fcareth the Lord. Niggardliness is presented 
as the envy of self. Temperance is connected with the despising of small things. 
Temporal ambition seeking otftce without regard to fitness is put in the same category 
with the spiritual ambition of self-justification in prayer (vii. 4). The government of 
the tongue has a large place in the writer's thoughts, and his strongest language 
is reserved for sins of the flesh. One more topic may be mentioned in this connection, 
that of Friendship, which covers four different essays. Friendship is exalted as the 
medicine of life: nothing may be taken in exchange for a friend. But friends need 
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proving; "let those that be at peace with thee be many, but thy counsellors one of 
a thousand." Irritable behaviour and the revealing of secrets will break up friend
ship as surely as a stone will fray away Lhe birds. 

Is there not a grief in it, even unto death, when a companion and friend 
is turned to enmity? 0 wicked imagination, whence earnest thou rolling in 
to cover the dry land with deceitfulness? . 

On the whole, however, the book contains, not so much general ethical notions 
as the particular applications of them which we call behaviour. One essay deals with 
duties to parents; others with duties to the poor; one with the general duty of a 
householder, including observances of religion, charity, and social in lercourse. There 
is one budget of advice (xi. 29) on the choice of company; anolher (viii. r) prescribes in 
the widest sense the proper behaviour towards all kinds of men, ending ll'ith the im
portance of reading character: ''.as well as thou cans', guess al thy neighbours." Whal 
will strike a modern reader most in this part of the subject is that the separation 
has not yet taken place between ethic and economic ideas, between manners and 
morals. He will find discussion of lying, of medcllesomeness, of the bashfulness that 
destroys a soul, of the graciousness which is like the dew assuaging the scorching heal: 
and side by side with these he will read about the expediency of getting round in
fluential people with the gifts that blind the eyes and muzzle the repro,·ing mouth. 
In the long essay on Feasting (xxxi. 12), the first paragraph prescribes table manners: 

Stretch not thy hand whithersocver it looketh, and thrust ne>l thyself "·ith 
it into the dish. 

The next is occupied with the importance to health of moderation in eating, and 
especially of activity: 

Hear me, my son, and despise me not, and at the last thou shalt fiml my word 
true: in all thy works be quick, and no disease shall come unto thee. 

Then comes a paragraph recommending liberal hospitality; then a protest against 
talking of business matters to one encountered at a feast. l\Iodesty in exercising the 
office of president follows; then come general principles to regulate com-crsation al 
table; a detail of this section proclaims the value of music at a banquet, and insists 
upon the bad manners of talking while music is going on. Elsewhere elementary 
purity and honesty stand side by side with the fault of leaning on the elbow, or omit
ting to salute. There is a strong insistence upon accuracy in keeping accounts; I.mt 
it is to be found - along with celebration of the Law and precepts for the correction 
of children - in the essay on Things to be ashamed of (xii. 14). What economic 
notions there are of course belong to those of primitive society. 

A sinner that fallcth into sureliship, and undcrtaketh conlracls for work, sha II 
fall into lawsuits. 

The notion of a loan as an advantage to the lender as well as the borrower has not )d 

appeared; lending and suretiship are treated (xxix. l) as acts of kindness, but acl~ ol 
kindness that are risky, and the writer becomes modern enough when he describes 
the ways of debtors. 

Many have reckoned a loan as a windfall, and have given trouble to those th~l 
helped them. Till he hath r!'cCi\'cd he will kiss a man's hands; and fur l11s 
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neighbour's money he will speak submissly; and when payment is due he 
will prolong the time, and return words of heaviness, and complain of the 
times. If he prevail, he shall hardly receive the half, and he will count 
it as a windfall. 

Apart from specific directions for conduct, there is a contemplation of life and 
experience in general. The dignity of work is asserted; death is pronounced better 
than the dependence of a life looking to the table of another man. Want, it is ob
sen·ed, may be a preventi,·e against sin and an uneasy conscience; on the other hand 
a mercantile life is a life of constant temptation. 

A nail will st irk fast between the joinings of stones; and sin will thrust itself 
in between buying and selling. 

The topic of women is variously treated. The Queen of Sheba seems to have left 
no successor amongst the wise men, and there is a lordly superiority in the way the 
son of Sirach consiricrs all women available, though not all equally worth having. 

A wnman will receive any man; but one daughter is better than another. 

He easily slips into the subject of woman's frailty, and seems to think (xiii. 9) of a 
father's duty to a daughter as that of constantly watching against her sins. On the 
other hand, when home is the topic, the strongest writing is used to exalt the good wife. 
:\lore than this: woman's influence on man is treated as a necessity; a short essay 
(xxix. 21) is dernted to the blessing of possessing a house of one's own, and another 
(xxwi. 21) scorns the unsettled single life as that of a nimble robber, skipping from city 
to city, lodging nestless wheresoever Ire findeth himself at nightfall. Health is in 
l':rclesiasticus treated as smnetbin11: beyond riches; and principles are laid down for 
regulation of life in health and in sickness. Dreams are pronounced vanity (xxxiv. r), 
with a resef\'ation for those that may have been sent from the Lord. A beautiful 
essay (xi. l) dwells upon the burden of life, pressing on all men from the day of their 
coming forth from their mother's womb, until the day for their burial in the mother 
of all things; even sleep is not free from this oppression. 

A little or nothing is his resting, and aftenmrd in his sleep, as in a day of 
keeping watch, he is troubled in the vision of his heart, as one that hath 
escaped from the front of battle. In the wry time of his deliverance he 
awakcth, and marvellcth that the fear is nought. 

Finally there is a sonnet on Death (x!i. l), as the dread of the happy, the longed-for 
goal of the miserable and failing, and the sentence from the :\lost High m·er all flesh. 

To the topics of earlier literature Ecclesiasticus makes a notable addition in his
tory. But this history, like the general idea of wisdom, is trealcd in the tone of celc
hration, not of reflection. "Let us now praise famous men," is the introduction lo 
the longest of the rhetoric encomia; as in English literature the early Baconian '"·is
dom' led in time to the JI! ortlties of Fuller, so this second work of \\'isdom literature 
ends with a succession of Hebrew Worthies. The list extends from Enoch to Hezc· 
kiah and Josiah, to Zerubbabel and other leaders of the return from exile; when it 
seems to be concluded it reopens to make mention of Simon son of Onias, and to 
describe the splendour of Temple ser\'ice with a vividness which has suggested lo some 
commentators the enthusiasm of an eye-witness. The style is the llowing rhetoric of 
cll'iighted recollection; and in my notes* I have pointed out passages which suggest 

*Below, pages 1540-3. 
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to me the possibility of quotations from historic hymns. There is no criticism ol 
persons or events, beyond the accepted commonplace of the unhappy end of Solomon. 
It was reserved for the final book of Wisdom literature to marshal the history of the 
chosen people so as to read into it a theory of Divine providence. 

The style of our author is sufficiently described when it is recognised as the gradual 
transition from the stiffness of the gnomic sentence to the flowing rhetoric which de
lights to accumulate parallel sentences as an end in itself. Imagery and other strik· 
ing forms of expression abound. The sway of unjust wrath is its downfall; a proud 
heart has rooted a plant of wickedness in its owner; he who refuses to confess his sins 
forces the current of the river; self-will dries up the soul like a withering tree; aged 
feet climbing up a sandy way make an image for a man weighted with an unworthy 
wife. The gossiping fool 'travails' with his news; again it is said: 

Hast thou heard a word? let it die with thee: be of good courage, it will not 
burst thee. 

The images of the spark, the whip, the hedge, arc effectively applied to the tongue 
(xxviii. 12); the impalpable dream is touched with a profusion of shadowy comparisons. 

Dreams give wings to fools. As one that catcheth at a shadow, and followeth 
after the wind, so is he that setteth his mind on dreams. The vision of dream.> 
is as this thing against that, the likeness of a face over against a face. 

The most figurative writing is to be found in the encomium on the Works of the Lord 
(xiii. 15). The falling snow is like the lighting of the locust, the hoar frost congeals as 
points of thorns; the cold north wind devours the mountains, burns up the wild, 
and consumes the green herb as lire; as it passes, every gathering together of waters 
puts on as it were a breastplate. 

Resemblances in Ecclesiasticus to other literature will strike every reader; they 
may not be defined enough to afford a basis of argument, hut they will awaken a 
curious interest. One would have felt sure that the suggestion of gratitude as a sense 
of farnurs to come was the product of modern cynicism: but the son of Si;:ach urges 
this gravely. 

He that requitcth good turns is mindful of that which cometh after
ward. (iii. 31) 

It is startling to find closing one of these wisdom essays (xi. 28) the familiar Greek 
warning: Call no man happy before his death. The reference (xii. rr) to the wiping 
of a bronze mirror reminds of the famous passage in the Agamemnon; the comparison 
of the pot and the jar belongs to a fable of fEsop; the likening of the generations of 
men to the leaves (xiv. 1S) calls up the similar use of the image in Homer; the advire 111 
make a door and bar for the mouth (xxviii. 24) suggests the Homeric 'pinfold of th1· 
mouth.' St. James is unquestionably under great· obligations to F,cclrsiasticus; his 
essay on the Responsibility of Speech is almost a mosaic of quotations. There is a 
suggestion of still more important influence. When we read the proverb (xxi. 10) -

The wav of sinners is made smooth with stones; 
And at ihc last end thereof is the pit of Hades -

we cannot help thinking of the "broad road that leadeth to destruction.'' And two 
other passages of Ecclesiasticus ca.II up two of the parables of Christ. 
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There is that waxeth rich by his wariness and pinching, and this is the portion 
of his reward: when he snith, I have found rest, and now will I eat of my 
goods - yet he knoweth not what lime shall pass, and he shall leave them to 
others, and die. (xi. 18) 

Forgive thy neighbour the hurt that he hath done thee; and then thy sins 
shall be pardoned when thou prayest. Man cherisheth anger against man; 
and cloth he seek healing from the Lord? llp<•n a man like himself he hath 
no nwrcy; and. doth he make suµplicaiio'h for his own sins? lie being him
self llesh nourishcth wrath: who shall make atonement for his sins? (xxviii. 2) 

The Apocrypkt has disappeared from our modern bibles; and to the ordinary 
Trader of the present generation Ecc/esiasticus is almost an unknown hook. Within 
a few years only tlw Rc\·ised Version has again made it accessible to him: how far he 
will he attracted to it I \rnuld not undertake to predict. It is a far cry from Bacon to 
::\fart in Tupper: yet Ecclcsiasticus has affinities with both. In English literature it 
was Bacon that den'loped into Tupper: Ecc/esiasticus represents a progression which 
is as if :\Iartin Tupper deYeloped into Bacon. To those who like their literary food 
spiced with humour it may be said that the son of Sirach makes the nearest approach 
to humour in a literaiure which the absence of that quality distinguishes from the other 
greatest literatures of the world. Formal philosophy has at least an historic interest 
in the wickninc; sur\'e)' of life which yet stops short of the questioning of life's diffi
culties. ..\nd the reader sensith·c to literary form cannot fail to feel attracted by a 
work presenting such rnriclies of form: from the unit proverbs still collected to fill 
1-{aps, throut(h the intermediary epigrams and maxims, to sonnets and monologues 
ha\·ing the charm of highest poetry, and essays and encomia which, over and above 
the force of lhl'ir shrewd and reverent thought, offer the constant attraction of watch
ing a style in the act of developing. 

Ecclesiastes and The Wisdom of Solomon 

The biblical r:rclesiastes and the apocryphal Wisdom of Solomon should be studied 
together. Whil<• they have their respective places in the development of Wisdom 
literature, yet from the two works previously introduced they stand separated by a gulf 
as wide as that hetween primitive and modem thought. PrtYVerbs and Ecclcsiasticus, 
with all their force and beauty, belong to Hebrew literature; the writings now to he 
considered form a part of that world literature which is independent of time and nation. 
In their thought the two works are contrasted to the extent of being antagonistic. But 
this antagonism is itself a unity; we have here Semitic religious tradition and specula
ti\·e Greek thought struggling together over the supreme human problems of immor
tality and Di\'ine pro\"idcnce. No literary styles could be more unlike than those of 
Erc/esiuslrs anrl Wisdom. The one carries to an extreme the indefinite suggesfr:e
ness of Hebrew; in the other there is a minuteness of analysis that goes heyond that 
of classical Greek philosophy. Y ct the two agree in casting a spell of fascination 
over every reader; a spell nowise diminished by the fact that in Ecclesiastes e\·ery 
second sentence is a literary puzzle, nor by the rebellious spirit with which the reader 
of Wisdom follows the plunges of his author from passages of the noblest eloquence 
to subtilties of inference or analogy which delight to delay an argument in full co\lrse. 
Such agreement and contrast make reason enough for studying Rcctesiastcs and Wis
dom together; a more important reason yet is the fact that a leading point in their in
terpretation is the question whether one of the two is not a veiled answer to the other. 

Our consideration of these works is at the outset encountered by a critical obstacle 
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of an unusual kind. I have laid down as a principle of the present work, that I consider 
it unnecessary to introduce historic questions of authorship and date in an edition 
that aims only at literary appreciation. But obviously an exception must he made 
where a mistaken view of authorship has been allowed to come in as a disturbing force 
and throw a false colour over the interpretation of a classic. This I believe to have 
been the case in regard to the traditional view that Ecclesiastes was written by King 
Solomon. In this question all the considerations from which authorship is usually 
inferred - local and historic col.our, position in literary development, minutire of 
language which fix the date of a book as clearly as handwriting betrays the age of a 
manuscript - all are on one side, and point to a period of writing centuries later 
than Solomon. On the other side there is only a single argument. But this is an 
argument which, if it could be maintained, might outweigh all the rest: for it is the 
pica that the book itself distinctly asserts that Solomon is its author. If this be true, 
he would be a bold critic who would run counter to such an assertion, and proclaim 
a work like Ecclesiastes to be a literary fraud. What I desire to show is that, when tlw 
whole is carefully studied, the words supposed to proclaim the Solomonic authorship 
are capable of an entirely different interpretation. 

As a preliminary to all interpretation the exact literary form of the work must 
be settled. Ecclesiastes is not a book with a continuous argument, but is a miscellany 
of wisdom: made up of a number of reasoned compositions, such as I designate essays, 
and also strings of disconnected brevities - maxims, epigrams, unit proverbs. In 
these respects the work agrees with Proverbs and Ecclesiasticus ;. but it has one irn · 
portant point of difference from them. In Ecclesiastes the essays, though each is an 
independent composition, unite in a common drift of thought; and they are furthn 
bound into a unity by a prologue and epilogue. This again is what we might expect. 
The entirely isolated observations which make up the matter of Proverbs were, in 
Ecclesiasticus, found so far drawn together as to be grouped into 'essa)3.' In Ec
clesiastes there is a further advance, and all the essays arc drawn together into a se
quence. But this is not inconsistent with the fact that here, as in Ecclcsiastiws, dis
connected sayings are used to fill in gaps between the more important compositions. 

This recognition in Ecclesiastes of portions of the whole as outside the general 
argument must not be dismissed as an example of that vicious criticism which, in 
analysing a book, forms a theory and then pronounces spurious those passages which 
do not hannonise with it. Partly of course this determination of the technical form 
of the work is based on internal evidence, and I must leave the arrangement presented 
above to speak for itself. But it is further supported by the analogy of the other books 
of wisdom which display the same features. A more important confirmation still 
is the passage of the epilogue in which the author describes the contents of his work. 

And further, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people 
knowledge; yea, he pondered, and sought out, and set in order many 
proverbs. 

'Pondered' suggest~ original composition, and it is unnecessary to remark that a larg" 
part of this work bears the impress of a highly individual thinker. 'Sought out' 
may well mean borrowing from others; there are not a few of the miscellaneous say· 
ings which lack the peculiarities of expression that characterise the book as a wholt-, 
and may be supposed to have been borrowed from others. 'Set in order' describes 
the careful disposition of the parts between a prologue and epilogue which bind them 
together. The author goes on to state his conception of the limits of philosophic 
writing. 

The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails well fastened are the words 
of the collectors of sentences, which are given from one shepherd. And as 
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for more than thC'sc, my son, be warned: of making many books there is no 
end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 

The purpose of the whole of Ecclesiastes has been to serve as 'goads,' or stimulus, to 
wise conduct; and the image of 'nails well fastened' fits in with the special purpose of 
Essay lV - to secure in pithy notes those results of detail which wise thinking has 
yielded, in the nbsl·nce of power to soh·e the mystery of the whole. Thus to invent 
and rnllerL and by arrangement to stamp the whole with the individuality of a single 
mind -- a flock ga thcred by a single 'shepherd' - this represents to our author the 
furthest limits tn which philosophy can safely go. When he proceeds to warn against 
what is 'more than these,' it is surely not straining his words to sec in them protests 
against books which in continuous arl!:mnent pretend to solve the whole mystery 
of thin1!:5, the impossibility of which is the chief thought of Ecclesiastes. 

With the form of the work thus determined as a suite of five essays, separated by 
miscellaneous sayings, and bound together by a prologue and epilogue, we are pre
pared to consider the question whether this Ecclesiastes asserts itself as the composi
tion of Solomon. \\'hen we turn to the prologt1e and epilogue, where it is most natural 
to expect light on the authorship of a work; we find not a single mention of Solomon, 
nor anything to suggest his personality. Indeed, so markedly is this absent from the 
epilogue, that those who hold the traditional view are driven to doubting the authen
ticity of these final sentences. Again, there is no suggestion of Solomon in the mis
cellaneous sayini~s. nor in four out of the fiye essays. On the contrary, there are in 
these portions of the book se,·eral passages which it is difficult to fancy the historic 
Solomon as writing; an<l his general tone as he describes life is that of one who en
dures the oppression of the powerful, or at least sympathises with such suffering, 
rather than that of one who has held power in his own hands. The connection with 
Snlomon is wholly confined* to what is here called the first essay (from verse 12 of 
chapter I to the end of chapter II in the biblical arrangement); but this portion of the 
book is entirely occupied with Solomon. It will be urged that if this section is from 
the pen of Solomon then the general unity of connection between this and the other 
sections will extend the Solomonic authorship over the whole work. This is a fair 
argument; but on the other hand, if it can be shown that the words supposed to assert 
authorship arc susceptible of another inlerpretalion, then this confinement of the 
personal matter to a single essay will become a consideration of great importance. 

This essay opens with the words, "I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jeru
salem"; and proceeds to narrate a survey of life and all its good things. It is quite 
natural for a modern reader, in whose mind the idea of individual authorship is a 
matter oi course, to understand these words as announcing the writer of what he is 
aboul to read. But lo the student of Comparative Literature the expression will be 
equally suggcstil'e of another meaning - that this King Solomon is not the author 
lJUt the /11ro of what is to follow. A modern philosopher as a matter of course give~ 
out what he is to say in his own name. But it was a frequent custom in the literatures 
of antiquity to clothe a philosopher's thinking under some dramatic personality. Thus 
Plato never speaks in his own name, but puts his thoughts into the mouth of Socrates 
in dialogue with other personages; no one supposing that Socrates said what is thus 
attributed to him, but the writer conveying to all thal he regards himself as of the school 
of Socrates. . The Pythap;oreans made it such a point of honour to speak their thoughts 
in the name of their common master, that they regarded the violent death of one of 
their number as a judgment on him for the selfishness of speaking in his own name. 
To how large an extent the same spirit prevailed among the wise men of the Hebrews 
is powerfully suggested by a passage of the Palestinian Talmud, which says that 

* I have not thought it necessary to refer to the suh-title: on which sec below, page .1636. 
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"Scripturr, Mishnah, and Talmud, and Agadah, and even that which the diligent 
scholar was destined to point out before his master, were already spoken to Moses from 
Sinai."* In the Bible itself we are able to sec how much more prominent to its 
arrangers is the matter of the book than its authorship, in the fact that the titles 
(outside prophecy) reflect the former; the Books of Job, of Ruth, of Esther, of 
Joshua, of Judges, of Samuel, of Kings, are works of which these personages arc 
heroes, not authors. But there is a parallel closer at hand. This very companion 
work to Ecclesiastes, which is written in Greek, and belongs to a date not far removed 
from the Christian era, nevertheless is found to use the same personality of Solomon; 
its middle essay - like this first essay of Ecclesiastes - narrating in the first person 
an incident of the historic Solomon, and on it as a text preaching in his name to other 
kings; while this personality, which has not appeared until that part of the book, 
is dropped when its purpose has been served. In precisely the same way, the author 
of Ecclesiastes in this essay identifies himself for the moment with Solomon, in order to 
picture an imaginary experiment which could have been fully carried out only by 
Solomon, as the one personage who united the supreme forms of wealth, of wisdom, 
and of power. · 

It seems reasonable, then, alike from literary usage and force of context, to under
stand in the opening words of this first essay a reference to something oth~r than 
authorship. We now catch the significance of the circumstance that outside this par
ticular section no trace of Solomon appears throughout the whole book. We must 
remember again how the whole weight of internal evidence is found by experts to 
tend in the opposite direction; so much so that one of the most eminent of them has 
made the remark that if Ecclesiastes be by Solomon there can be no such thing as a 
history of the Hebrew language. In view of all these considerations it becomes neces
sary to dismiss altogether the Solomonic authorship of Ecclesiastes as a misunder
standing coming down to us by tradition from an uncritical age. 

Who the author of the book was, and what is its age, I do not care to discuss. 
All that I have been anxious about has been to remove, even for the least critical 
reader, the great obstacle to the understanding of Ecclesiastes which the mistake ns 
to its authorship has interposed. I believe no great work has ever been so much 
misunderstood in its whole spirit as this present book of wisdom. Commentators have 
come to it with the preconceived idea that they were to read the pessimism of a broken
spirited debauchee; and what writing is strong enough to fight against a preconceived 
idea of interpretation? Those who will resolutely dismiss from their minds associa
tions with the personality of Solomon will, I believe, as they follow the work be able 
to catch a spirit of a totally different kind. 

When we approach Fcclcsiastes from the side of the scriptural philosophy con
tained in the rnrious books of Wisdom, we find that a great change has come over the 
spirit of Wisdom literature. The wisdom of Proverbs and Ecclesiasticus united two 
ideas: the wise observation which should guide conduct, and the sense of dh<~e 
harmony in all things which continually presents itself as a theme for adoration. In 
Ecclesiastes we find that a violent divorce has taken place between these two concep
tions. As regards wise conduct our author is as devout as his predecessors. But 
'wisdom' as a name for the grand harmony of all things has disappeared; and in its 
place has emerged an idea expressed by the characteristic word 'vanity.' The "·orrl. 
'wisdom' is indeed used for the harmony of the whole in a few negative passal-(es. 
that express the failure to find it; but for the most part there is a studious substitution: 
for it of other terms, such as "the work that God hath done from the beginning even 1 

to the end." There is further the significant use of the expression "all things" -
"all things are vanity," "all things are full of weariness" - to convey what seems• 

* Quoted in Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, article Ecclesiastes. See, also, below, page 1636. 
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a broken unity. And adoration has disappeared; reflection has been turned upon the 
harmony of the universe, and the writer finds only a mystery which he despairs of 
soh·ing. 

The prevailing impression of Ecclesiastes is that it is wholly made up of this de
spair. But if we follow the writer through his sequence of essays, we shall find how 
he sways betwct·n the negative failure lo interpret the universe, and certain positi\'e 
thoughts, which, though subordinate, are yet steadily gaining ground as the thinker 
proceeds from his commencement to his conclusion. 

The Prologue is wholly negative. The totality of things is incomprehensible -
-1 \·anity of Yanities - and the effort to interpret it is so much lost labour. In the 
things of nature there is no movement which is not movement in a circle; in human 
inquiry there is no attainment nor satisfaction. In the succession of events there is 
no adrnnce, and in the succession of the generations of mankind there is no continu
ance, or 'remembrance' of one generation by another. 

Then we get the First Essay, in which the author takes up the personality of the 
historic Solomon, as the individual endowed by tradition with the combination of all 
objects of human envy, in order to describe an imaginary experiment, by which the 
several kinds of good things are to be successively subjected to review, with the only 
result that each will be found wanting. First, Solomon is supposed to accumulate all 
possible objects of pleasure, including those that their enemies would call follies; but 
Rll through he is to retain his 'wisdom' or power to analyse. The experiment is 
supposed successful as an experiment: for his heart does rejoice because of all his 
labour. But this is his only 'portion' from it; for when he comes to make his sur\'ey, 
all proves 'vanity.' 

Next, Solomon is to turn reflection on to wisdom itself, together with its opposite, 
madness and folly, to sec if here any genuine satisfaction is to be found. He sees at 
once that wisdom excels its opposite as light excels darkness; but this is neutralised 
by the furthl'r consideration that one event of death awaits the two. Next he analyses 
'labour'·- tlw production of goods as distinguished from the pleasure which consists 
in consuming them. But this again appears hateful in the light of death, and the 
necessity of leaving to another, who may prove to be a fool. There is yet a fourth 
<]Uestion before Solomon's experiment will have been exhausrivc: may wisdom be 
'ound in appreciating the process, as distinguished from the result, whether of pkasure
making or labour' But the thought occurs that this power of appreciating life as it 
passes is a special gift of God, and does not depend upon the indi\•idual himself. The 
fancied survey has in all its departments ended in illusion. 

This lirst essay then is negative, with one positive thought - that natural happi
ness, or the appreciation of life as it passes, is a special gift from God. 

The Second Essa)' might be entitled, "The Philosophy of Times and Seasons." 
A particular theory of life is brought up for examination. It seems very likely that 
the writer has in mind the preface to the fourth book of J~cclcsiasticus; but the terms 
are not precise enough for us to insist upon this. The point of the theory is that the 
sphere of \':isdom docs not lie in the Whole but in the Parts; that all things ha\·e an 
interest of their own - have their 'seasons' - and that here may h.· found an inter
pretation of life which may stand testing as 'wisdom.' Having stated this dew in the 
form of a sonnet, the !'reacher proceeds to meet it \\"ith four objections. First, it is 
true t.hat the parts ha"e an inherent interest of their own; but equally inherent and 
0od-1?Jplanted in man is the questioning of the universal- he hath set the 'world' 
m their heart - and this is a questioning which makes satisfaction impossible. Fur
ther, this appreciation uf the interest in the details of passing life is a God-given 
thing, and God will act upon fixed principles which no effort of the indi"idual will ever 
alter. A third consideration is that the 'seasons' of things are seen reversed: wicked. 
ness is seen in the place of judgment. A momentary thought suggests - Docs not 
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this imply an hereafter in which all these things will be set right? The thought is 
dismissed: the facts may equally suggest that there is no difference between man and 
the beasts in the final event; death is the end of all alike. As a fourth objection 
comes the thought of those things which no 'season' can make interesting; and with 
a gloomy picture of oppression, envy, and failure this second essay comes to an end. 

It has been negative in its general spirit, like the first. But the positive though! of 
that first essay - that true happiness is the gift only of God - ha$ been repeated with 
emphasis. 

The Third Essay is on the Vanity of Desire. Attainment without satisfaction, 
attainment followed by hurt and final failure, desire prompting effort only to encounter 
limitations inherent in humanity itself, while the knowledge of what is truly desirable 
will be given only by a future which the short life will never see: all these topics·are 
briefly touched. But the place of prominence in this essay is devoted to two companion 
pictures: on the one hand is exhibited God-given \\·ealth with God-given satisfaction 
.in it, and on the other hand the same wealth granted by God and the satisfaction with
held. This last is pronounced the worst of all fates - an untimely birth is better than 
he. By contrast we may say that the other side of the picture presents the highest 
human good; and this is nothing else than the natural, God-given happiness which 
the previous essays have emphasised. 

The Fourth Essay starts with the impossibility of reaching the 'wisdom' that is 
so far off and so exceeding deep; but recognises an employment yet left for the wise
to search out what distinctions of things are possible to be made, as if notes by the 
way to a wisdom the traveller never expects to reach. The essay is entirely in the 
form of such disconnected notes. The mournful mysteries and paradoxes of our ex
istence are passed in review by our author, each touched with his marvellous felicity 
of descriptive suggestion. Only two paragraphs need be noted here. In one he has 
been describing the spectacle of the oppressor and his innocent victim coming to the 
same end of death and oblivion, and how such impunity of evil causes the hearts of the 
sons of men to be fully set in them to do evil. He continues: 

Though a sinner rlo evil an hundred times, and prolong his clays, yet surely 
I know ·that it shall be well with them that fear Goel, which fear before 
him: but it shall not be we)! with the wicked, neither shall he prolong hi> 
days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God. 

In the other case the Preacher breaks away from his gloomy thoughts, to apostrophise 
in a tone of rapture the man who has found natural happiness. 

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; 
for God hath already accepted thy works. 

In this fourth essay then, notwithstanding its general tone of gloom and despair, the 
writer recognises again the wholesome enjoyment of life, and how it constitutes God's 
special stamp of approval. And this positive thought is reinforced by another; that, 
in spite of all appearances to the contrary, it cannot be other than well with the right· 
eous and evil with the wicked. 

When we come to the Fifth Essay, the positive tone has triumphed over the nega
tive, and made it subservient. 

Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the 
sun. 

Life is a thing of joy. But it is a joy shaqowed by 'vanity': the gloomy myste~ of 
life is to emphasise its happiness. The coming days of vanity are a reason for chensh-
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ing life while it lasts; the coming days of feebleness a reason for a more early recog
nition of the Creator. 

The Epilogue gathers up the results. The totality of things is incomprehensible. 
The function of wisdom, on its theoretic side, is limited: wise thoughts may be col
lectl'd on the details, but to go further and attempt the mystery of the whole is lost 
labour. And on its practiral side, all duty is summed up in one conception - human 
works within the limits of God's commandments. 

The whole thought of Ecclesiastes is now before us. Its negative side is the aban
donment of the mystery of the universe as insoluble. Its positi\'e thoughts are tY•o -
immoYable faith in God and duty, and sympathy with natural happiness. I believ~ 
a prejudice has been created against the system of Ecclesiastes - especially with those 
who haYe had the idea of Solomon in their minds - by the repeated occurrence of 
such words as 'cat and drink,' 'mirth,' 'be merry'; and they have felt that its philoso
phy could be summed up in the saying, "Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." 
But this is to be misled by a mere feature of literary style. A marked characteristic 
of Eccfrsiastes is its use of symbolic phrases; the final essay terminates in a tour-de
force of symbolism by which all the infirmities of old age are worked up into a picture 
of beauty.* Now, just as this writer uses such expressions as 'under the sun' O\'er 
and o\·er again as a formula for the world of the actual, so the phrase 'eat and drink' 
is his regtdar formula to express, not only what is sensuous, but all appreciation of 
what life brings. This may be traced by a careful reader always, but it becomes in
dubitable where the expression 'eat and drink' is applied to riches and to labour, and 
e\'en to honour: 

- a man to whom God giveth riches, wealth, and honour, so that he lackcth 
nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to 
cat thereof, etc. 

There is throughout no note of abandonment to the revel, but the thought is always 
of simple satisfaction with the play of life: and this it is which the Preacher considers 
the special gift of God to his chosen. I say boldly that there is nothing unwholesome 
in Erdcsiaslts. The tradition of Hebrew and Christian religion has in actual fact 
laid too much stress on the sterner side of things; it is good that at least one of the 
sacred canon should be found to remind us that one duty of life is happiness, and that 
nothing in religion can be higher than praise. We should ha\'e expected such doctrine 
from a system of thought in \\'hich had been incorporated some simple theory of 
pro,·idence. But Lo find a thinker whose analysis of the universe has broken down 
in perpll'xity, yet clinging resolutely to the ideas of God and duty, and keeping his 
sympathies with happiness fresh - it is this which makes the chief charm of Ecclesi
astes as an item in the world's great literature 

But it may lie asked, Is there nothing ignoble in the pessimism which, with such 
painful iterati .. n, insists on linking man with the beasts in their subjection lo the com
mon enemy rll'ath' Pessimism there is, but surely nothing ignoble. For it is im
possible ln rl'ad Fcclesiastes without seeing that the writer is one who longs to believe 
in a future, which absence of evidence forces him to reject; as he presses his search 
for intellectual satisfaction it is the hand of death which he finds closing up every 
a\·enue of thought along which he has attempted to trace wisdom. The passionate 
tone with which he dwells upon the topic of mortality is prompted by the sense of 
honour, which will make a man judge with special severity the e\'idence of what it is 
his interest to belie\'e. It is however this despair of anything beyond the grave which 
makes the main point of conflict between Ecclesiastes and the companion work which 
has yet to be considered. 

*Compare the note On Formul:e: below, page, 1536. 
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In its literary form The Wisdom of Solomon is peculiar, not to say unique. It is 
a series of Discourses on texts. The texts are gnomic sentences standing out in their 
independence from the surrounding matter, in which the clauses arc, after the manner 
of Greek prose, bound together in the closest relation by connecting particles. Such 
discourses arc an expansion of the maxims, which - as I have used the term in this 
work - consist of prose comments on gnomic texts; and maxims of this kind form 
an important part of Wisdom literature. 

Another feature of the present work is what may be styled Analytic Imagination: 
not the spontaneous picturing of scenes, of which Hebrew literature has its full share, 
but a conscious and artificial filling in of details into the outline of another writer. 
The Plagues of Darkness, of Hail, of the Smiting of the Firstborn, make passages of 
II' isdom which catch the attention of every reader. Exodus had been content to de
scribe such events in brief though pregnant phrases. The present writer expands 
those phrases into elaborate and wonderful pictures, with touches that are the pro
duct of a reflecting mind turned upon the story of the older writer. It thus appears 
that this feature of Wisdom is of the nature of a comment on a text: in fact, we have 
here the intrnsion of commentary into creative literature. 

The next characteristic of the author of Wisdom is no less peculiar: he is the great 
master of the Digression. St. Paul, and St. John in his Gospel, make much use of 
digressions, and some of their noblest passages are to be ranked under that head. 
But with the present writer the digression seems to be an end in itself. In the long 
final discourse there appears an elaborate chain of digressions, and digressions from 
those digressions, and digressions removed a degree further still, like Chinese boxes 
one within another; when the last degree of removal has been reached, the writer 
returns regularly on his steps, picking up without fail the broken threads, and thus 
resuming his argument by steps as formal as those by which he had departed from it. 
In my notes will he found a Syllabus of the whole work, in which these transitions 
are accurately marked; and when the law has been caught, the clear thinking of our 
author is at once apparent. The spirit of digression appears again in what seem 
awkward parentheses as they stand in the text, but which fall into their natural pro
portions when they are treated - as I have ventured to treat them - by the modern 
device of footnotes. For what is a footnote but a digression? And footnotes and 
digressions alike are, to all inlents and purposes, comments upon that portion of the 
text from which they branch off. 

Of a similar kind is one more feature of this author's style. The discourses, 
though they are independent, are yet, so to speak, 'dove-tailed' together by the way in 
which the final thought of each leads directly to the next; in the case of the last two 
the texts arc the concluding words of the discourse that precedes. The effect is that 
each successive composition is of the nature of a digression from the composition stand
ing before it, but a digression which is expanded into an independent piece of writing. 

Thus it appears how all the peculiar features of the present writer are variations 
of one conception, that of a comment on a text. Though I know of no parallel case, 
yet it is intelligible that such unique literary form should be the product of its agl'. 
The language of Wisdom is Greek, but it is a part of the literature of Palestine. Now, 
in the i1iterval that separates between the Old and New Testament the chief literary 
activity was directed into the channel of oral comment on the law. The spirit of 
commentary has in this one work crystallised into literary form; and as its represent
ative Wisdom "·ill hold a permanent place in world literature. 

The above are the morphological features of The Wisdom of Solomon. But 
another point must here be touched upon. The more the work is studied, the more 
interesting becomes the question whether it is not an answer - but always a veiled 
answer - to Ecclesiastes. The consideration of this point will force itself upon us 
as we survey the series of d_iscourses. · 
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The brief Openin!); Discourse is on Singleness of Heart: how crooked thoughts 
and murmuring words frighten wisdom away; while "that which holdeth all things 
together" must hear every secret utterance. At first sight it is difficult to see what is 
th~ purpose of this single paragraph, marked out by _its form a_s ~ separate discourse. 
Whv insist so strongly on the commonplace of the D1vme omniscience? and why de
\"ote half the paragraph to 'secret murmuring,' which cannot be considered a char
acteristic \"ice of the 'judges of the earth' to whom the warning is addressed? But 
the passage becomes full of point if the autho~ can be understoo<:I as glanci_ng at ~he 
opening essav of lccclrsiaslcs. In that essay Kmg Solomon was pictured as mdulgmg 
his soul in ali pleasures and 'follies,' only keeping his wisdom with him in order to try 
the philosophic worth of such a life. The present discourse pronounces such an ex
periment a contradiction in terms: 

\\"is<lum will not enter into a soul that deviseth evil, nor dwell in a body that 
is held in pledge by sin. 

The 'murnrnring' on which our author lays such stress may well be directed at the 
pessimism of the Preacher. The concludin~ thought, that such false speech 'de
stroveth a soul,' forms a link to the next discourse. 

in the Second Discourse the antagonism to Ecclesiastes stands more clearly re
vealed. Its vny text speaks of a mistaken life "courting death"; and the first words 
of comment declare boldly that God made not death, that righteousness is immortal; 
it is ungodh· men who \iv their \Yonls and life have "made a covenant with death." 
Their words are presented as an invitation to death in a monologue, in which the un
g,,dly seem to be expanding phrases of the Preacher as they declare that their life is 
a chance, that there is no return from Hades; come then (they say) let us enjoy the 
good things that arc; and from this they proceed to the further thought of persecut
ing the righteous because their ways are so different from their own. Is this a fair 
representation of Ecclesiastes? By no means, nor is it meant to be. It is not the 
Preacher himself that is attacked, but the easy pen·ersion of his \iews of life which 
may be made by others. An exalted soul in spite of speculati,·c despair clings lo 
God and duty; but the same theory of life may be wrested by the ungodly to their 
destruction. 

In one of his grand outbursts the author cries that the souls of the righteous are 
in the hands of (;od: thus turning against Ecclesiastes one of his own phrases (ix. r). 
Their seeming death is but a trial of them; in the 'time of their visitation' there 
awaits them splendour, a position in the hierarchy of God, and the grace and mercy 
he reserves for his chosen. 

At this point the tendency to digression appears. The author is going to sup
plement the monologue of the ungodly in this world with another monologue when 
they are awakened beyond the J?;rave. But first he breaks off to notice the hopes of 
the ungodly, that is, thr substitutes of earlier thought for this hope of immortality. 
These suhstilt''"S are two: life over again in posterity, and length of days in this 
world. /.s to the first, the brood of the ungodly is unstable and rests under a curse: 
better than this is childlessness with virtue: And again, the old age of the wicked 
is without honour; whereas (another noble passage declares) the life cut short may 
~e the life crowned; m:.de p~rfcct in a short time, and caught away lest the l:ewitch· 
mg of naughtiness should bedim innocence. 

The author now returns from his digression: catching up the phrase 'grace and 
mercy to the chosen,' he paints the overthrow of the opponents of the righteous, how 
~hey are in the grave dishonoured carcases, and how for them comes a day of reckon
ing, when they behold their despised victims standing in great boldness and triumph. 
Another monologue expresses their amazement, and their sense of the vanity of that 
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in which they had confided. Then the author speaks to emphasise the fleeting nature 
of all unholy hopes. But here an unexpected trend of thought is found. In a brilliant 
picture the author describes the whole creation uniting in vengeance - but on whom? 
Not, apparently, on the wicked themselves, who have thus been followed through their 
life on earth to a judgment beyond the grave, but on the general empire of wickedness 
upon earth: for the climax is that -

so shall lawlessness make all the land desolate, and their evil doing shall 
overturn the throne.; of princes. 

There follows naturally a warning to princes, whose greater responsibility will bring 
them greater punishment; and this makes the link leading to the third discourse. 
But meanwhile the question of the final condition of the wicked has been left un
settled. 

In the Third Discourse the author has fully assumed the personality of Solomon, 
and in his name proposes to speak to other kings of wisdom: to speak without gmdg· 
ing, for wisdom desires the multiplication of the wise. Solomon is made to tell how 
he began with the helpless infancy of ather men, and had to pray for the wisdom he 
sought. From his earliest youth he preferred this wisdom to all other good things. 

Here comes one of the grand digressions. He preferred wisdom to all things; 
but in reality all good things came with her. In giving him this gift God gave him 
also the knowledge of all human and external nature. 

For himself gave me an unerring knowledge of the things that arc: to know 
the constitution of the world, and the operation of the clements; the begin
ning and end and middle of times; the alternations of the solstices and the 
changes of seasons; the circuits of years and the positions of stars; the 
natures of living creatures and the ragings of wild beasts; the violences of 
winds and the thoughts of men; the diversities of plants and the virtues of 
roots. All things that arc either secret or manifest I learned; for she that 
is the artificer of all things taught me, even wisdom. 

This is a most important passage. The earliest wisdom was a reflection on human 
life: the 'works of God' in nature are mentioned only as a theme for praise. Ecclesi
astes had touched external nature only to see in it a meaningless round of irresistible 
recurrence. But the above words imply that reflection and analysis have been brought 
to bear upon external nature; what to us is physical science has now become a part 
of wisdom. 

But this digression is at once followed by another. We have seen how in the 
earlier writers 'wisdom' covered two ideas: wise conduct, and the adoration of lhe 
harmony that reigns in all things. In Ecclesiastes these two ideas had been divorced: 
the harmony of things was a mockery, and conduct was all that was left for wisdom. 
In this work the severed ideas are to be united more closely than ever: the wisdom 
that animates conduct and the wisdom that reigns through creation are one and the 
same. In the most famous passage of the book it is proclaimed how wisdom is all
pervasive, the spotless mirror of the working of God and an image of his goodness. 
Even Ecclesiastes had seen that wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness. For 
once the two thinkers are at one: being compared with light (says the present speaker) 
wisdom is found to be before it; for to the light of day succeedeth night, but against 
wisdom evil doth not prevail. She is indeed an effulgence from the everlasting light. 

Returning from the digression, the discourse presents Solomon as repeating how 
he chose wisdom as his bride; for she would bring him riches, understanding, ex
perienre, glory abroad and rest at home. The. only mode of obtaining this desire 
he thought to be prayer. Ecclesiastes had presented an imaginary incident of Solo-
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mon thouuh one in keeping with the traditional conception of this personage. But 
here

1

the hi~toric incident of the prayer at Gibeon fits the writer's purpose; and along 
the lines of that incident Solomon is represented as invoking the wisdom that cometh 
from on hidL Closing with the impossibility of knowing God's will without wisdom, 
the prayer "reaches the thought that, when in the past men did right, ~t was throt~gh 
wisdom that they were saved: and these words are the text of the discourse which 
follows. 

The Fourth Discourse gives us briefly, what the close of Ecclcsiastiws had treated 
at full len~h, a succession of the Worthies of Israel. But the purpose is very differ
ent; the present writer mentions famous men not to praise; them, but to trace in their 
career the full conception of wisdom. ·The preceding discourse had brought together 
again the elements of wisdom which had been severed in Ecclesiastes: the subjective 
wisdom which reigns in individual conduct, and the objective wisdom which binds 
together the totality of things. The two are now seen side by side in the Fathers. 
The discourse touches .\dam's self-conquest after his first transgression; Cain falling 
away from wisdom in his anger; Abraham kept firm under sharpest trial; Lot's wife 
passing "·isdom by and perishing; wisdom entering into the soul of Moses and enabling 
him to withstand kings. It tells also of the external Power that preserved Adam 
when he was a lonely thing in the midst of the whole creation; that called righteous 
Abraham out of his land; that found a way of deliverance for righteous Lot; that 
watched over the wanderings of Jacob and the checkered career of Joseph; that 
wrought deliH·rnnce for the people of God and guided them along a marvellous way 
through the I~cd Sea. But the discourse does not divide the t\rn conceptions of wis
dom as I am do in!( here; there is design in the way the writer sways alternately 
from the one to the other wisdom as he traverses the succession of the \Vorthies, as 
if to insist the more closely upon the union he has in the last discourse proclaimed. 
When the conclusion is reached, the conception of the objective wisdom as providence 
stands fully revealed; and it is a detail of God's providential care over his people that 
makes the final words of this discourse, and the text of that which follows: 

By what things their foes were punished, 
By these they in their need were benefited. 

The Fifth and last Discourse is wholly given up to tracing this aspect of Divine 
providence in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. Seven illustrations of the prin
ciple are treated at full length. Water was turned into blood for the enemy; water 
was brought out of the solid rock for the people of God. On the Egyptians came a 
plague of loathly vermin; dainty quails were sent to satisfy the appetite of the Is
raelites. While the enemy were plagued to their death by the noxious bites of the 
locusts, the people of God suffered serpent bites only for admonition, and then found 
a wondrous sah'ation. Rain unquenched by fire destroyed the food of Egypt; a 
rain of manna fed the chosen in the wilderness, sweetly tempered to every taste. 
:\lystic darkness oppressed the oppressors of Israel; for Israel darkness was illumined 
by a pillar of lire. It was a night of deliverance and song to the fathers, that night 
which slew the lir,;tborn of Egypt. To the chosen death came indeed as a trial, but 
in the righteous l'hinehas a champion was found; the ungodly vcntu]'('d a final folly, 
and upon them came strange death without mercy. 

The long digressions of which I have spoken are occupied with kindred themes: 
how sinners are punished in that wherein they have offended; how such measured 
punishment is the mercy of Omnipotence, leading even God's enemies to repentance; 
how all idolatry is fully, but there are degrees in that folly, of which the Egyptians in 
their worship of things hateful shew.eel the worst; the origin of idolatry is discussed, 
and its spread till it became a corruption of all life. This matter is rightly presented 
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in the form of digression, for it is outside the strict thought of the text. But discourse 
and digression have kindred themes: the one celebrates providence, the other con
nects providence and God. 

When we survey The Wisdom of Solomon as a whole, two impressions stand out 
from all others. One is the attitude which seems maintained throughout toward 
Ecclesiastes. The later work cannot be considered a direct answer to the earlier, 
because considerable part of the matter in each has nothing to represent it in tI-.e other. 
But the idea that the author of Wisdom has found a starting point in his antagonism 
to the thoughts of the Preacher seems forced upon us by the continual contrasts be
tween the two works. Ecclesiastes had, without argument, insisted passionately on 
the limitation of life by the grave. Wisdom, equally without argument, assumes im
mortality as underlying its whole treatment of life. The Preacher, despairing of 
aught beyond death, rested his ideals on duty and happiness. The later work pre
sents a picture of the ungodly using the same plea to justify their life of evil, and awak
ing beyond the grave to understand their folly. Ecclesiastes fancies Solomon under
taking an experiment in evil to see what it yields to wisdom. The other thinker hints 
how the very act of experiment is fatal to the wisdom sought; and calls up another 
part of Solomon's life to bring out, in the same imaginati\·e picturing, how by prayer 
alone is the wisdom to be obtained of God. Ecclesiastes had found the whole sum of 
things an insoluble mystery, and seeks wisdom elsewhere. His successor first goes 
to God for wisdom, and with the wisdom so obtained unfolds all things of nature and 
history as an ordered scheme of providence. 

The other main point to note is the enlarged conception of 'wisdom' that has come 
into this its last representative in scriptural philosophy. In Proverbs wisdom sug
gested wise conduct, with an ordered universe to adore. Ecclesiasticus adores the 
wisdom without and reflects on the wisdom within; but he adds the history of God's 
people, as a theme for that side of wisdom which is praise. In Ecclesiastes we must 
recognise an advance, for reflection has been extended to that which is without. But 
in appearance there is only a loss: for the works of nature and the course of events 
yield to his analysis nothing but vanity; life only is left for wisdom, and this is a life 
miserably limited by the grave. But in the fourth work the discord of Ecclesias/rs 
has been harmonised by widening the sphere of wisdom. Life is no longer insoluble 
when life is extended to a future beyond death. History is added to the field which 
philosophy may analyse, and this writer's analysis sees in it an harmonious scheme of 
righteousness and the protecti<>n of the righteous peo]:>le. Moreover, external nature 
is subjected to analysis; but this nature appears no less a theme for adoration. In 
its latest presentation Wisdom has recovered the harmony between the world within 
and the world without; and in its enlarged sphere Wisdom is identified with Nature, 
with Providence, with Immortality. 

The Book of Job 

To arrange works of art in order of merit, and discuss which are to be considered 
greater and which less, is outside formal criticism. All the same it is an elementary 
instinct of appreciation to express a sense of the greatness of a particular work by 
claiming that it is greatest. If then a jury of persons well instructed in literature Wf'r<' 

impanelled to pronounce upon the question what is the greatest poem in the world's 
great literatures, while on such a question unanimity would be impossible, yet I be
lieve a large majority would give their verdict in favour of that which is the subject 
of the present introduction, the Book of Job. 

It deals with the most universal of all topics, .the Mystery of Suffering. Even the 
frivolous are driven by suffering to think about the meaning of life. For the theo-
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logian, next to the e:'listence of a good God, the most fundamental question is the 
presence of pain and evil in a world he has ordered. The significance of these terms 
i; no less fundamental in philosophy. The whole of sociology rests upon the same 
basis of human suffering. If the theory of pain and evil is outside physical science, 
yet to fight against these makes great part of its practical application. And of poetry 
the larger half dra"·s its inspiration from the tragedy of life. 

for the treatment of so universal a subject Hebrew has advantages over other lan
guages. It bases its verse system on a parallelism which is also a function of prose; 
accordingly it ~onstitutes a highly elastic medium, which can shift at will from the 
measured beauties of wrse to the freedom of prose, while the verse itself can reflect 
any change of feeling in some metrical variation. Again, what seems at first a defect 
of Hebrew literature in reality increases its range: the lack of a theatre to specialise 
drama ha; caused the dramatic impulse to spread through other literary forms, until 
epic, lyric, disc·ourse, arc all drawn together on a common basis of dramatic presenta
tion. Thus of the two distinguishing features of Hebrew, the one draws together 
the different forms of poetry, and the other tends to unite poetry with prose. Thus 
in the Book of Job all these literary forms can be combined, and all the modes of think
ing of which these forms are the natural vehicles. The bulk of the work is a philo
sophical discussion of the question of suffering, and different mental attitudes to this 
question arc successively exhibited. But the philosophical discussion is also a dra
matic debate: "·ith rise and fall of passion, varieties of personal interest, quick 
changes in the movement of thought; while a background of nature, ever present, 
makes a climax in a whirlwind which ushers us into the supernatural. Interest of 
rhetoric is added for emphasis: the argument is swayed out of its course by sustained 
outbursts of \'erhal workmanship, such as are wont to rouse assemblies of men to 
stron11: feeling. Again, the situation, which is to be discussed with all these varieties 
of resource, is brought fonvard for discussion by a narrated story; a story so evenly 
poised between the two functions of story - epic and history - that readers are 
diYided on the question whether the Book of Job is a narratiYe of fact or an imagined 
parable. All this does not exhaust the elements of this literary masterpiece. The 
human world which endures and meditates on the sufTering is in the Book of Job pre
sented as frin11:ed round with another world, the region of transcendental existence 
from which prophecy draws its inspiration; and the question which is debated in the 
human drama has in the prologue been solved in the mysteries of heaven. 

Not only ha1·e we here the whole range of literary expression applied to a universal 
topic, but another note of the universal is struck in the selection of the persona11:es 
in whose experience and meditation the topic is to be presented. It is no mere poet's 
caprice that has located the story in the land of Uz. Ko doubt the scene is idealised; 
but the very name carries us to a conception of patriarchal life, which is u middle point 
in human cle1·elopment in touch with the whole of human ~xperience. It is a full 
life that these patriarchs lead; there is no narrowness of external circumstances such 
as might cramp sympathy and mental vision. The description of Job's wealth dis
plays tf:te pastoral life united with the setlled life of agriculture, and house or tent is 
used indifferently to express a dwellin11: place. The mention of camels implies traffic 
and merchandise which would draw out of isolation into world intercourse. Country 
has combined with city: we have the administration of justice in the gate, -simple 
justice, with its daysman to lay hands on combatants, its single witness, its simple in .. 
famy of the stocks. The picture stops short only of the enterprise and competition 
that tend to swallow up life in adding to the means of livelihood. The age of the 
patriarchs seems to make a borderland in social evolution, from which the whole can 
be studied; and a speech of Job describes with scientific precision the changes from 
the primitive commune to the turbulence of crowded life. But for themselves these 
children of the east have adopted a stationary life: absorbed in higher thoughts they 
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are content to sit still and let the world go by, as swift posts between great empires 
hurry past them, or the caravans of Terna stay a night in their neighbourhood, passing 
to and from the desert. In their thoughts they are familiar with the whole range of 
the larger world. They speak of kings and counsellors and judges and priests; of 
solitary sepulchral piles where the great lie with their buried gold; Egypt, under the 
name Rahab, is a byword with them. They have marked the lessons of nations in 
their rise and fall. They know of cities, the abode of the prosperous wicked, who 
cover their faces with fatness and have collops of fat on their flanks; the place also of 
prisons, slaves, and taskmasters. They talk familiarly of the gold of Ophir, and the 
topaz of Ethiopia, and can picture every detail of the miner's venture into the earth. 
War they know: the casting up of military roads and encampments, the warricr wit'1 
his thick bosses of bucklers, his iron weapon and bow of brass; they know the chances 
of war, and have perhaps had their share in redeeming from oppressors, and delivcr'.ng 
the fatherless from the casting of lots. They know also the robber bands, whose 
god is their strong right hand, breaking upon the prosperous out of their lairs in 
desolate and ruinous cities. Their knowledge extends even lo the outcasts of man
kind, savages gaunt with want and famine, gnawing the dry ground in the gloom of 
wasteness and desolation, children of fools, driven out of the land. Of all these ex
tremes they are content only to know: they have themselves attained the golden mean 
of restful serenity, as far from the glitter of life as from its stains. 

So, for all its simplicity, it is a stately life that is lived by these patriarchs in the 
land of Uz. For the young there are rounds of feasting on ceremonial days; sisters 
lend their presence to their brothers, for their joy is not sensuous indulgence but festal 
mirth. The old also have their days of observance, marked by solemnity and ritual 
offerings. As brothers and sisters are in the world of youth, so in mature life is the 
relatio1iship of friends. Visits of ceremony arc exchanged between these friends, 
and they behave with formal dignity of manners; it is an elementary instinct of order 
that leads Job's visitors lo move together in their weeping, and rending their garments, 
and casting dust upon their heads; they sit down on the ground "for seven days and 
seven nights" before they can break in upon the silent majesty of grief. The speech 
of these patriarchs is sparing because it is so weighty: pointed words of wisdom, 
inherited riches of tradition multiplied by long brooding and observation; if there is 
occasion for more, it takes the shape of a formal curse or ritual oath of innocence. 
Their moral principles are as fixed as the laws of nature; if one is violated, it is as if a 
rock were removed out of its place. Their veneration is for antiquity, for tradition 
uncorrupted from without. The greatest of them feels that he is but of yesterday: 
no disputant can be expected lo resist a cause suppcirtcd by one "much older than his 
father"; they or their fathers have received wisdom from "those to whom the land 
was given, and no stranger passed through it." The greatest sensation of the poem, 
short of the supernatural climax, is when the aged have to endure, in astonished 
silence, youth breaking in to plead nervously for a view of truth separated Liy but a 
hair's breadth from their own. Thus, amid the various ideals which men have fornwcl 
for themselves, the ideal of the patriarchs is the stable life: a life in league with tlw 
very stones of the field, that can laugh at destruction and dearth; a life of substance 
increasing in the land, that there may be no lack of relief for the distressed and hos
pitality to force upon the stranger: for what use is there in wealth but this? While 
the wicked are snatched away before their time, their own life is to reach its end with 
the stateliness of a shock of corn carried in in its season. Only with this last hope 
can they stave off the one thing inevitable, dark horizon bounding the light of their 
life - the tho.ugh! of Sheol, into which every man must al last go down to retllrn no 
more, a land of darkness without order, where in secret isolation he must abide, half 
consciously wasting from flesh to shade, stranger to all that has succeeded to his place, 
enduring to himself what pain there may be of flesh, what mourning of spirit. 
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Life in this land of Uz is a life of poetry; but it is poetry without books. Not 
a hint is to be found of named poets or quoted works. Job speaks of writing in a book 
in the same breath with writing on the rock; for inscriptions, or the indictment of an 
ad,·crsary, writing may be appropriate, but it never occurs to the speakers in this story 
to associate it with poetrv. The floating literature of oral speech, in which the foun
dations of the world's poetry were gradually fashioned, is here seen in full sway. 
'.\loreowr the people of our story arc in close touch with the fountain of poetry -
external nature. Violent things of nature have been within their experience: light
ning bolts that destroy Job's whole wealth of sheep in a moment, winds from the wilder
ness laying low a hall of feasting, earthquakes, monsters of sea and land, to that 
remotest monster on the horizon of the imagination - the swift, whirling serpent that 
whirls round the earth and at times invades it, or darkens the sun in eclipse till pierced 
by the might of God himself. And the things of everyday nature make imagery 
for Lhe poem: the rush, the flag, the spider leaning on his web, the flower cut down, 
the falkn tree, the landslip, the water wearing the stones. Nay, so saturated are the 
speakers with nature sympathies that they seem to pass beyond imagery; it is more 
than a fashion of speech when Job says that his steps are washed with butler and the 
rock pours him out rivers of oil, that his root is spread out on the waters, that God 
in his anger lifteth him up to the win,d, and causeth him to ride upon it, and dissolveth 
him in the storm. 

:\bow all, the life of the patriarchs is a life filled with God. Though the language 
of the poem is Hebrew, and the Go9 worshipped is the God of the Hebrews revealed 
under his ,·arious names, yet we ha\·e not here the Hebrew religion as we know it in 
the rest of the Old Testament. Whatever 'the land of Uz' may be in geography, 
in essence its people arc the worshippers of the im·isible God from whom originally 
Abraham went forth, lirst of missionaries, charged with the wm;k of founding a people 
who should uphold the worship of the unseen God against nations of idolators, until 
in his seed all nations cf the earth should be blessed. '.\ieanwhile, the patriarchs 
have maintainec the worship of the invisible God at home. Throughout the whole 
work there is no mention of idols; the only false religion the most daring impiety 
ran concei,·e is to olTcr homage to the fairest works of the Creator in the lights of 
hea\'en. Like '.\lelchiscdek, who gave his blessing to Abraham while the chosen peo
ple was yet unborn, like Balaam testifyiiig from without Jehovah's care over his own, 
so these patriarchs worship Israel's God outside the ranks of Israel; if Abraham was 
lhc Friend oi God, Job is before the hosts of heaven pronounced God's Servant on 
earth. Here then we sec the religion of the Bible as a religion without a Law, with· 
out a Temple, with no national ritual, with nothing in which the modern mind can 
rcco11:nise a Church. The only revelation these patriarchs know is the vision vouch
safed to the individual worshipper; or rarely, at long intervals, "an angel, an inter
preter, one among a thousand" raised up to tell the meaning of some strange expe
rience. Their creed, as rehearsed in heaven, is to fear God and eschew evil. Their 
sense of God is as deep seated as their very consciousness: when Job's wife, in mo
mentary distraction, bids him renounce God, it comes as an impulse to suicide. Their 
elementary feelings arc fresh, and the religious sense in them is overpowering awe. 
It makes their whole life one of hallowed restraint: the besetting God numbers their 
steps, they "make a covenant with their eyes," they dread lest they may for a moment 
walk with vanity; with more than the sensitive conscience of a Greek chorus they 
will not curse an enemy, lest they may be asking for his life. Divine providence they 
conceive as an enlargement of their own ideals, redressing the wrongs of the poor, 
taking the crafty in lheir counsels; mercy too mingles with judgment, and he who 
maketh sore bindeth up. Sickness, earthquake, and every human event is fraught 
with meaning. The Divine presence fills the universe, from the council of the holy 
ones on high down to the shades shivering beneath the seas; while in the nature that 
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comes between it is the Divine hand alone that stretcheth out the north over empty 
space, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. And at times there is a more awful 
sense of his nearness: 

Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: 
He passeth on also, but I perceive him not. 

For the Tempest is the Presence passing through the startled earth, shrouded in the 
clouds with which he closeth in the face of his throne and the thick darkness cast 
under his feet. The craving to enter into that Presence is for Job religious ecstasy. 

In such an atmosphere as this the story is to move, which shall first exhibit human 
suffering that is unique, and then concentrate upon this suffering light from successive 
points of view. 

The Prologue introduces us to the Court of Heaven, and presents the Lord sur
rounded by his council of holy ones. Two days of the Lord are represented, days of 
ceremony and ritual observance, - so it would seem from the recurrence of formal 
phrases. The sons of God pass in review before the throne, and are questioned as to 
the provinces of the universe which they have in charge. Among them comes 'the 
Satan.' Most unfortunately, the omission in English versions of the article has led 
the popular mind astray on this incident. Unquestionably in this passage, and the 
precisely similar passage in Zechariah, the word is the title of an office, not the name 
of an individual. The margin of the Revised Version gives 'the Adversary'; the 
word expresses that he is the adversary of the saints in the same way that an inspector 
or examiner may be considered as adverse to those he" inspects or examines. It is easy 
to understand how such a title should pass over to form the name of an individual -
the Adversary of God, Satan the prince of Evil. In the present case he describes his 
office as the inspection of earth: "going to and fro in the earth, and walking up and 
down in it": he uses just the language applied in Zechariah to the ministering Spirits 
who carry out the divine decrees in our world. He appears on the scene among the 
sons of God; and there is nothing to distinguish his reception from the reception of the 
rest. As other sons of God may have one or another of the 'morning stars' in their 
guardianship, so the Adversary is the Guardian Spirit of the earth. 

The Lord instances Job as his perfect servant on earth. The Adversary, accord
ing to his function, indicates the impossibility of judging on this point, since Job's 
life is wrapped in a prosperity that would make the worship of the heart indistin
guishable from an interested lip service, to be abandoned as soon as the prosperity 
were withdrawn. Those who come to this work with associations of the other 'Satan' 
not entirely dismissed see in the attitude of the Adversary here personal malignity, 
or a sceptical doubt as to the possibility of disinterested worship. I can see neither. 
That there is no malignity is evident from the absence of any expression of divine 
displeasure, an absence the more marked from the fact that in the precisely similar 
scene in Zechariah a too urgent Adversary is rebuked by God. For the other sug
gestion, it must be remembered that the question raised by the Lord is nothing short 
of perfection on earth: in regard to so high a state the smallest doubt must be pressed. 
No one would see a sinister motive in a scientific experimenter, who revised his plans 
because his experiment was shown to be one degree short of being exhaustive. If it 
be objected that the idea of scientific experiment is out of harmony with the situation, 
I would ask what else is implied in a 'state of probation'? This much may safely he 
said: so vast is the disproportion between the suffering of the individual and the 
question of the possibility of earthly perfection, that Job himself, could he have assisted 
at that session of heaven's court, would have gladly assented to the test of the Ad
versary. 
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By pt'rmission then of God we have the fire from heaven, the winds of the wilder
ness, the forayers of the desert, concentrating their powers in a single moment to bring 
about a colossal ruin. It is encountered by as colossal a patience. In orderly dig
nity Job goes through the gestures of bereavement, bidding farewell to all the acces
sories of life, which have left him only his naked manhood. But when he turns to his 
God, he shows no tearful resignation, but a grateful courtesy, that hastens to make 
mention of the giver when the gift has been taken away. 

The LORD hath given, and the LORD hath taken away: 
Blessed be the Name of the LORD • 

. "nen the Council of Heaven reassembles God triumphs in his servant. The 
Adversary no less hon oms him, in proposing yet more implacable trial: he acts in 
the spirit of some mechanician who tasks himself. to devise some terrific strain, in 
admiration of a sul;stance which has stood an extremity of testing. Nor is the Lord 
any more doubtful of his servant: and the test is permitted. Job is smitten in his 
person, with skin disease at once agonising and loathsome. He must creep out, as 
unclean, from the Yillage, and sit down on the ash-niound with other beggars and out
casts. There as he sits in his misery, his good wife - no less patient than Job in 
all that had touched herself - breaks down when she gazes on the suffering which she 
can neither share nor relieYe, and speaks wild words, which Job gently rebukes. To 
him it seems meanness that a man should accept from a wise providence things of 
good, and dral\' back when its dispensations are things of evil. 

The Proloc:ue has sen·ed its purpose of setting up, by supernatural machinery, 
a spectacle of suffering equally se\•ere and undeserved. The questions generated 
hy such a spectacle it lea1·es to be debated in the limited sphere of human knowledge. 
But already this prologue has in the superhuman mysteries it has unveiled suggested 
a First So/11/ion of the J[ ystery of Suffering: Suffering a test of saintship, made the 
more severe as the saints/ii p is stronger lo endure. 

The materials for our drama are gathering. The sufferer sits on the ash-mound 
as on a stage, with all surrounding nature for scenery; round about stand a chorus 
of silent spectators, gazing on the fallen glory of their land; travellers too stop to 
wonder at the sight, some smiting on their breasts as they go on their way to spread 
the sad story abroad, some lingering, like Elihu, to gather wisdom. At last the three 
Friends of Job, in the pomp of woe and exalted stalion, have arri1·ed; the spectators 
reverently make way for them to ascend the mound and sit opposite their comrade 
on the bare ground. The scene is complete: yet all wait for the suffering hero himself 
to break the painful silence. 

He opens his mouth in a 'Curse.' Once more an infelicity of translation (cor
rected in the Re,·isc<l \'ersion) has led the English reader astray. The word is quit( 
different from the expression for 'renouncing God,' used before. In what Job pre-· 
ceeds to speak there is not the smallest approach to the sin which the Adversary 
thought possible for Job, and Job thought possible for his children. He does not 
renounce God, but appeals to him; he does not complain of what has bt>en taken, but 
only asks for the stripped and suffering life to be brought to a speedy end; even Job's 
Friends attack, not what he says, but what he has failed to say. What then is his 
'Curse'? As the Hecuba of Euripides cries in her total ruin: 

Even here the unhappy have a muse, 

30 Job simply sets his woe to music - the music of an unsurpassable lyric elegy. 
All variations of darkening that fancy can suggest are invoked to blot out that day 
which betrayed Job into life. The dreaded Sheol is viewed as a world of stately rest 
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in comparison with the singer's crushed life. And why should longer life be thrust 
upon a heart that is broken? 

This last is the starting point of the whole discussion. Though surely the gentlest 
of murmurs, it is enough to show that Job has separated himself from that which is 
to the Friends the truth of truths, and which may be here presented as a Second offered 
Solution of the Mystery of Suffering: that all Suffering is judgment upon sin. The 
discussion that follows may be analysed in detail, and it is so analysed in the -notes 
to this book: notes which are arranged according to the metrical sections of the poem, 
for - as the student of Comparative Literature will be prepared to find - in so 
highly wrought a dramatic poem a change of the metrical system accompanies every 
change in the tone or movement of a scene. But it must at the same time be remem
bered that this is a dramatic debate even more than a philosophic discussion: P!IS
sion and personality are factors in the movement. The Friends appear before us 
as persons absolutely committed to a fixed theory of life. Their minds are closed: 
Job's objections do not disturb their confidence for a moment, while they pour out 
in voluhle eloquence generalities which are in accord with their theory. And resist
ance to their view of God's acti~n they treat as resistance to God. Against them is 
pitted a Job who has been the ideal of the views they and he had held, but who has 
spiritual life enough to cast them aside now that they have proved insufficient; he 
dares to have an open mind on a fundamental question of divine action; though ser
vant of God he can appeal to him against his own visitation, and impeach God's 
providence in the name of God's justice. Accordingly, minute connections of argu
ment seem to me less important than to catch the general play of feeling and promi
nent trains of thought which are found in Job, as he is thus tossed to and fro in 
waves of passionate utterance, beating against the immovable rock of the Friends' 
theory. 

Eliphaz opens for the Friends with dignity and tenderness. He has the delicate 
task of hinting that the ideal of human perfection has been shown by his affiictions 
to be a sinner. But his opening words speak of nothing but Job's kindness with 
other sufferers, and how he would strengthen them with the consolation Eliphaz now 
offers to himself. Thus the first word of the Friends' doctrine is made a word of hope: 
if affiiction were an accident, springing without seed out of the ground, then indeed 
Joh might despair; but since it is only they who have sown iniquity that reap its 
fruit there must lie a way of return to prosperity by forsaking the sin. The basis on 
which the doctrine of the Friends rests - the infinite distance between God and finite 
man - is developed by Eliphaz in a story of a Vision, in which a supernatural voice 
proclaimed to the terrified sleeper that mortal man could not be just before God: 
that thus from a visitation of God there can be no appeal. Then Eliphaz passes to 
the happy restoration which follows the divine correction, and finds a conclusion in 
a musical sonnet picturing the ideal life of the restored Job. 

\¥hen the other two Friends come in their turn to speak, there is more rebuke 
in their tone, because they have Job's resistance to meet. But substantially their 
position is that of Eliphaz, Bildad supporting it from nature and tradition, Zophar 
by dwelling on the infinity of God. And both are careful to emphasise the happy 
f«Lure that will follow on submission. 

As Job meets these successive speeches, there is no calmness in his tone, but he 
reaches the full height of passion at once. He does not claim to be sinless, but he 
knows that no sin of his can explain the total ruin which has descended upon him: 
why cannot God forgive his iniquity and let him die? The basis on which the Friends 
have rested their doctrine he turns against them:. it is just this infinite distance be-
t ween man and God which makes it impossible to bring his cause before the mighty. 
Judge; there is no daysman to lay hands on his adversary equally with himself; a 
God before whom the pillars of earth tremble, and kings and counsellors are in his 
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hands as spoils, is an irresponsible omnipotence to whom the perfect man and the 
sinner are alike nothing. 

Though I he righteous, mine own mouth shall condemn me: 
Though I be perfect, it shall prove me perverse. 
Though I be perfect, I will not regard myself; 

I rlespise my life, 
It is all one; therefore I say, 
He destroyclh the perfect and the wicked. 

Thus Job is led to what is one of his fixed trains of thought: that this affliction is per
secution: a pcrsccuiion by God of God's own handiwork. For God has poured him 
out like milk an<l curdled him like cheese; he yet watches against him as if he were a 
sea-monster, an<l shows himself a marvellous hunter, harassing a driven leaf. As to 
the doctrine of judgment on the wicked, the very beasts of the field know it: yet does 
that alter the fact that the tents of robbers are found prospering, while the just man is 
made a laughing-stock) Job thus recoils from the false friends who have given him re
buke where consolation was due, brooks found by the thirsty traveller to have run dry 
in the sands of the desert. They will lie on God's behalf: Job though God is slaying 
him will wait for him. So, by a strange irony, Job's antagonism against his friends' 
misconstruction is leading him to appeal from them to the very God he had before 
pronounced inscrutable, and in his almightiness indifferent as between righteous and 
wicked. At the climax of this portion of the drama the thoughts of the hero sway 
to and fro -- an<l the metre, with its 'pendulum fi!(lire,' sways with them - between 
the effort to make this appeal, and the overpowering <twe of the Being to whom he 
is to address his cause. And at this point the feeling of awe gains the mastery; in 
the final section Job falls back into the picturing of the hopeless life of man, too short 
and feeble to attain the vindication which is its due: the fallen tree may revive again, 
but man lieth <lown an<l ariseth no more. Here we get the first gleam of that new 
thought, which is to light up Job's despair from time to time: how happy would Sheol 
itself be, if only there could come a vindication of his cause beyond it. 

Oh that thou wouldest hide me in Sheol, 
Thal thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath he past, 
That thou wnuklest appoint me a set time and remember me! 
-- If a man die, shall he live again? --
All the days of my warfare would I wait till my release should come; 
Thou shouldest call, and I would answer thee: 
Thou wouldcst have a desire lo the work of thine hands. 

But no: the thought is dismissed as unthinkable: man's hope is destroyed with the 
slow certainty of the crumbling landslip, and in the grave he suffers to himself, igno
rant of happiness or woe that is in the world above. 

In the second round of speeches there is intensification of feeling on both sides. 
The speakers interrupt one another; each supports his views, not with argument only, 
but with tours-drjorce of sustained rhetoric, enumerating instances or elaborating 
pictures. On thl' side of the Friends there is no advance except in the expression of 
their views. But Job's thoughts anrl feelings are still developing. The appeal to 
God, as to which he had before wavered, is now made: anrl for the Friends he has 
only contempt. Again, whereas his complaint before was the dilTiculty of bringing 
his case befor~ the Divine tribunal, he now declares in set terms that God sulwerteth 
him in his cause. As he enlarges on the misery of his persecution, he is so prostrated 
as to appeal to the Friends themselves for pity. But, the more hope is excluded in 
other directions, the more strongly the strange new hope moves him; and from his 
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lowest despair he springs suddenly to the thought of vindication beyond dee.th, 
before hinted at and dismissed, now an inspiration and a certainty. 

Oh that my words were now written! 
Oh that they were inscribed in a book I 
That with an iron pen and lead 
They were graven in the rock for ever! 

For I know that MY VINDICATOR LIVETH, 
And that He shall stand up at the last upon the earth; 
And after my skin hath been thus destroyed, 
Yet without my flesh shall I see God I 

Whom I shall see on my side, 
And mine eyes shall behold, and not another. 

In the last speech of the cycle another important advance is made by Job. Hitherto 
he had, almost carelessly, both recognised the doctrine of judgment and flung out 
facts against it. But now that it has been pressed upon him again and again Job is 
compelled to look the doctrine fairly in the face. He trembles at the doubts which 
begin to gather in his mind. 

Even when I remember I am troubled, 
And horror taketh hold on my flesh. 

He begins to describe the visible impunity of the wicked, nay, their prosperity through 
life and honourable burial; the stock objections used to bolster up the appearance of 
providential equity he tears to pieces. His own case is forgotten for the time; what 
can the Friends say as to these doubts? 

They have nothing to say; nothing at all in their formal speeches, and even if the 
arguments Job answers are supposed to be interjected by the Friends, yet these arc 
not really arguments, only re-statements of the theory in other terms. But In this 
final round of speeches their heated lone subsides: the case has become too serious 
for passion. They seem lo speak under a sense of making final pronouncement; and 
it would appear as if each charged himself with bringing to a climax a different element 
of the common contention. Eliphaz feels bound to drop the general terms he had used 
in the hope that Job would be his own accuser; he now enumerates actual transgres
sions. But he seeks to soften down the effect by dwelling on the theme of submission 
and restoration; now touched for the last time. Bildad deals with the basis of the 
doctrine; and the distance between finite and infinite overpowers us as we read of the 
authority that is arbiter among the sanctities, architect of the universe, artist finding 
flaws in heaven's own brightness. 

Lo, these arc but the outskirts of his ways; 
And how small a whisper do we hear of him I 
But the thunder of his power who can understand? 

Zophar reiterates for the last time the doctrine of unfailing judgment on sin, and brings 
it to a worthy peroration. This fear of God and his judgments Zophar makes the 
foundation of all wisdom, in the most famous passage of the whole poem. No miner 
for all his skill can find wisdom among the precious things he brings out of the earth. 
God alone knows its place; and when he wrought Lhe structure of his creation he 
linked wisdom with the fear of the Lord, understanding with the retreat from evil. 

Job also carries to a climax each train of thought which has appeared in his former 
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speeches. The cruel accusations of Ellphaz intensify his appeal to the heavenly 
vindicator; though in this narrow life Job looks forward and backward, to the left 
and to the right, without finding him, yet -

He knoweth the way that I take; 
When he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 

Calmed by this meditation, Job returns to the doubts which closed the last cycle; 
no longer in a hesitating and tremulous tone, but in deliberate and orderly exposition 
he shows how "times are not found to be laid up by the Almighty" in the c&rth. · He 
describes the violence and in justice of the world, and how by these the weaker are 
dri,·en to a life of distress; how the distn.·ss is agp:ravated by its close contact with 
wealth; how such social growth crowds life in the cities and begets the crimes of city 
violence; ho\\' finally is formed a purely criminal class, at war with the light itself. 
As he proceeds we feel that it is no longer a question of anomalies in the doctrine of 
jud~ent, but rather whether the impunity of the wicked is not to be enumerated 
among the recognised ways of God's proddence. The sense of persecution is brought 
out by Joh in a pair of companion pictures, what he was and what he is: - what he 
was, when Cod's light shined upon him, the poor hailed him as a saviour, and the 
great hushed their speech at his presence; what he is now, when the very children 
of outcasts jostle him abotit, and God himself has turned to be crnel to him. Last of 
all Job reach~:; the direct accusations of Eliphaz. He answers them not with argu
ment, but mak,·s his appeal from the accusers to the supreme Judge in the formal 
oath of innocence: he goes through a catechism of evil deeds and thoughts far more 
stringent than Eliphaz had suggested, and in the most solemn manner invokes doom 
if he be guilty. Beyond this the simple judicial conceptions of the age cannot go: 
personal dignity morcol"er permits no more, and Job waves his hand in dismissal of 
the controversy: 

The words of Job are ended. 

We enter upon another section of the poem, and a new actor appears upon the 
;;cene. Among the spectators about the ash-mound was Elihu, of the family of Ram. 
He is a foreigner, and his speech abounds in Aramaisms. He is moreover a young 
man, and the decorum of patriarchal life is to be broken in upon by the wisdom of 
youth. Elihu feels to the full the bashfulness of a young man interposing in a conver
sation of elders. Bui he feels also the fervour of youth, longing lo champion orthodoxy; 
he has moreol"er jm·enile confidence in the clearer grasp of truth which his generation 
possesses. And yet, for all his dissociating himself from the speeches of the Friends, 
we who read at this distance of time need effort to catch wherein his case difTers 
from lh<1L already presented. Both enlarge upon the immeasurable distance be
tween God and man. Both are full of the jmlgment upon sinners. All that Elihu 
seems to do is lo emphasise one side of the common contention which had been less 
emphasiser! by the Friends. His contribution to the poem may then be presented 
as a Third otf.-rrd Solution of the M ystrry of Suffering: Suffering is judgment 
warning the sinner by reprntance to escape from hea1•ier judgment. 

Elihu :iscenrls the mound, and confronts the sealed elders. He takes liftv-two 
lines to say he is going lo speak: a curious zig-zag metre admirably reflects hisstnigglcs 
between nervousness and a growing enthusiasm for his cause. At last he sellles to 
his argument. Such ,·ision as Eliphaz has described is a warning from God; but 
not less of a divine warning is to be found in the sickness which chastens a sufTercr 
"·ith pain upon his bed and with continual strife in his limbs. All that is needed is 
that some "interpreter, one among a thousand" should bring home the lesson and lead 
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the way to restoration: and Elihu no doubt has an ambitious thrill of hope that he has 
been raised up to fulfil that function in the present case. At the end he appeals 
directly to Job, and will pause for his answer. But Job vouchsafes no answer, and 
receives the new light with silent indifference. 

Then Elihu turns lo the three Friends, and hopes to unite them, and all other men 
of wisdom and understanding, with himself in protest against Job, whom he describes 
as drinking scorn like water, and adding a rebellious spirit to actual sin. In his 
second speech he dwells - as the Friends had clone before him - on presumptuous 
sins against God, and on God's unerring providence. He begins to hint of further 
judgment, and that Job may be "tried unto the end." Both at opening and close he 
makes pointed appeals to the aged Friends. But he cannot draw any notice from 
Lhem: they will not recognise a youthful champion. 

Doubly slighted, Elihu can yet, from a single glance at the sky, draw an inspiration 
that strengthens him to confront both his adversaries. 

I will answer thee, 
And thy companions with thee. 
Look unto the heavens, and see. 

His new answer proves to be the old topic, handled so fully by the former speakers, 
of the infinite distance between God and man. He combines it with his own argu
ment as to the blindness of sinful men, who will complain of the suffering and yet re
fuse to read its lessons. And he continues to hint of worse things to come, if Job 
should be visited in anger. 

Still he is met by silence. There is something almost pathetic in the way this youth
ful disputant, in his struggles for recognition from his severe elders, is driven to greater 
extremes of self-assertion : 

Truly IJlY words are not false: 
One that is perfect in knowledge is with thee . 

. Though he is to fetch his knowledge from afar, yet it proves to be no more than the oft 
reiterated theme of God's judgments on the mighty in defence of the weak: if these 
be slighted there is reserved a final destruction. And already Job seems ripe for such 
destruction: he is "full of the judgement of the wicked." 

So far youth has been exhibited on its weaker side: from this point we see it in 
another light. The brilliant atmosphere around begins to show ominous signs of 
change, and Elihu catches the thought that the further judgment of which he has 
been warning Job is that moment impending. With youth's keen responsiveness to' 
nature he eagerly drinks in every detail of the growing change, and through his words 
we are able to see the gradual rise of the whirlwind. We have spreadings of clouds, 
small drops of water, such lightning and mutter of thunder as makes the cattle stancl 
expectant of the "storm that cometh up." Then some heavier crash makes Elihu' 
tremble and his heart move out of its place: now beasts go to their dens as the thuntl1·r· 
thunders with a voice of majesty, and the lightning reaches the ends of the earth. It 
is a tempest of all the winds of heaven: Elihu and his companions have to endure the 
sultry sweep of the south, under which their garm~nts are felt too warm for them, 
and the icy breath of the north, that mingles snow with the mighty rain. The thick 
storm cloud overhead balances itself as it descends and wraps all in a darkness that 
appals even Elihu. 

Teach us what we shall say unto him, 
For we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness. 
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Shall il be told him that I would speak? 
If a man speak, surely he shall be swallowed up. 

At last there comes a transition beyond even tempest. The whirlwind, in mystic 
fashion, spreads the thick clouds round the horizon like a curtain sh.utting in holy 
ground. From the cleared sky come flashes of intolerable brightness. Lastly, in that 
northern quarter from which Hebrew imagination looks for the advance of Divine 
judgments, is seen a "terrible majesty" of "golden splendour"; and the roar of the 
whirlwind has become an articulate VorcE. 

The Divine Intervention is the finale and climax of the whole drama. But its pur
port is, I belie,·e, commonly misunderstood. It is often supposed to be an· indignant 
denial of Job's right to question the ways of God. That this is not its significance a 
single consideration is sufilcient to show. Such denial of the right to question had been 
the position of the Friends: Job had resisted, and questioned. Yet in the epilogue 
God is represented as declaring that the Friends had not said of him the thing that was 
right, as his servant Job had. Nor can this be ·met by the suggestion that Job had 
J'llade submission, whereas the Friends had not, and were therefore under the Divine 
displeasure because of their misinterpretation of the visitation on Job. The Friends 
ha Ye not been called upon for submission: no part of the Divine Intervention is ad
dressed to them, nor does it bear upon their case. It is impossible to interpret the 
epilogue except as a pronouncement on the side of Job, however much there may be 
of rebuke for his wilder utterances. l'.nless then we are to say that the Divine In
ten·ention pronounces on one side and the Epilogue on the other, it cannot be that the 
former is a denial oi the right to question. 

It is a different thing, and nearer the truth, to lay down that the DiYine Interven
tion denies the possibility of Job's reading the meaning of God's \'i$itation. Indeed, 
this is unquestionably part of the significance of this section. But to say this is to say 
nothing: such inscrutability of proYidence is a commonplace of the whole poem: the 
Friends and Elihu proclaim it, Job himself has recognised it in strong language. It 
would seem that the emphasis upon this topic is a necessity arising from the very 
character of the literary task here attempted. The poet has undertaken to dramatise 
God's ways in heaven and earth, God himself being introduced as one of dranta!is, 
persona; the instinct of reverence makes him seek to counterpoise such bold imagi
nation by making prominent at eYery point the awful distan.ce between the creature 
and the Creator. 

To arri,·e at the exact significance of this portion of the Book of Job we must ex
amine further. It musl be remembered that we have here, not an outburst of angry 
rebuke, but an elaborate and unique poem, with a strong tone of thought supported 
bv a wealth of details. When we study these details, we find presented a conception 
of Deity very dilTercnt from what might have been anlicipatcd. The God of Judg
ment confounding the mighty in their pride, which the Friends had conceived, and 
with which Elihu had threatened Job, is not the God pictured in the details of the 
Divine lntcrYention. In a single section of it (page 1086) the Di,·ine function of 
judge does appear: but the brevity of this section, and its place in the whole, combine 
to represent it as subordinate. And even here the drift is not what the Friends or Elihu 
would have desired. The Divine speaker seems to be pointing out Job's helplessness 
to execute the ofilce of vindicator even among the proud ones of humanity; how much 
less (it is implied) is he adequate to the more remote ways of providence exhibited in 
the rest of the speech out of the whirlwind. 

The Deity of the Divine InterYenlion is not the God of Judgment but the Soul 
of External Nature. Job had at one point of the discussion pictured a God beyond 
the possibilities of human understanding: no two conceptions can be more unlike than 
the God so conceived by Job and the God here presented by Himself. One note there 

1491 



J'ob -"'9 Literary Introductions 

1s m common: the half scornful ease of fathomless energy. But Job's thought was 
an Infinite Inaccessibility: here we have an Infinite Sympathy. He is the God of 
Nature, but here revealed in the joyous spontaneities of nature. Omniscience, om
nipotence, omnipresence are of course implied; but what is made prominent is an 
all-pervasive sympathy, embracing the vastnesses that strain the imagination, but 
penetrating also to the smallest things and things most remote from human interest. 
Though the Creator of the world, he is not here a creator by fiat, but an earth-builder, 
rejoicing in his task to secure its foundations and determine its measures, while the 
corner-stone is laid with the morning stars singing together and all the sons of God 
shouting for joy. There is power in his shutting up ocean with bars it may not pass: 
there is an·other conception in his watching for it as it issues from the womb, making 
a garment for' it of cloud, and swaddling bands of thick darkness. There is power in 
the daysprinf.( taking hold of the ends of the earth and shaking the wicked out of their 
darkness: there is the artist's joy also in viewing the earth under this dawning iight 
change as clay under a seal, while the dulled landscape suddenly stands forth as a 
patterned 1-(arment. What to man are the mysteries of the stars, of the ocean depths, 
of darkness, of light, of death itself, of the sources of the snow and hail, these make 
the common round of this Nature Power: who walks through the heaver.s binding 
the clusters of the Pleiades, loosing the bands of Orion, leading the signs of the Zodiac 
in their season, guiding the Bear with her train; he enters the springs of the sea, 
or walks in the fathomless recesses of the deep; now visits the gates of death, now 
takes the way to the dwelling of light, arranges by what angle the lightning shall fork, 
keeps treasuries of hail anci snow against the day of battle. We have here, not the 
flood and tempest overwhelming the nations, but the rain with glorious redundancy 
rejoicing to rain on the wilderness where no man is, satisfying the waste and lonely 
land wi_th his gift of the tender springing grass; or he watches the sport of the dust 
nmning ir.to a mass, and the clods having their time of embracing, as he pours out for 
them the bottles of heaven. Man has his ox, that eats out' of his crib, and harrows 
after him the valleys: but here is sympathy with the passionate liberty of the wild ass 
which scorns the noisy city and the driver's shout, finding a palace of freedom in the 
salt wilderness and a pasture meadow in the rocky tableland. Here is sympathy 

•with the hawk soaring southwards, with the eagle in her spy-house of inaccessihlP 
crags, with the lioness crouching for the spring, with the food-winning anxieties of 
the raven, with all the family cares of the desert goat - the numbering of the months, 
the bowing in travail, the moment of casting out her sorrows, the young ones growing 
in good liking, their going forth at last to return to the parent no more. The stupid 
ostrich, with not enough of nature's first instinct to guard her eggs against the chance 
footfall, even she has her time, when she lifteth up herself on high and puts to scorn 
the horse and his rider. But what of this war horse with the quivering mane, who has 
his joy in the terrors of mankind, swallowing the ground in the fierceness of his spirit 
as the trumpet and shouting tell of battle at hand! What of the nature monsters on 
the dim border of man's knowledge - Behemoth, "which I made with thee," with 
man's strongest things for but fragments of his frame, the cedar's swing for his tail, 
bones of brass, limbs of iron bars, with the .. ountain for his storehouse of food, the 
waterflood a careless trifle to him; Leviathan himself, with a panoply that all man''i 
ways of war cannot break through, ocean turning white as he passes! 

When such a conception of Deity has been taken in- joyous sympathy with the 
infinities of great and small throughout the universe- then we are able to see how 
this Divine Intervention makes a distinct section of the whole work. For the hope
less suffering in which there is nothing of guilt what treatment can be better than to 
lose the individual pain in sympathetic wonder over nature in her inexhaustible 
variety? But the connection can be more logically indicated. The mys~ery of suffer
ing is not to be solved within the limits of human knowledge; and an imperfect or 
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tentati\·e solution could not be put into the mouth of Deity. But what the Divine 
Intervention in this drama does is to lift the discussion into a wider sphere. Job and 
his frien<ls had fastened their attention upon suffering and evil, and had broken 
clown un<lcr the weight of the mystery: but the individual experience now seems a 
small thing in the range of all nature's ways. Hence we have a Fourth Solution of 
the .ll ystery of Suffering: That the whole universe is an unfathomed mystery, and the 
Evil in ii is 110/ more myslt'rious than the Good and the Great. The problem of the poem 
may be insoluble; but there is an advance towards a solution when it can be compre
hen<led in a wider category. 

llut it may be objected, Job makes submission and repents: of what sin, according 
to this reading of the Divine Intervention, does he repent? Sin might be found, if 
necessary, in the wild piclurings of providence into which his helplessness under 
false accusations betrayed him. But surely it lowers the tone of the climax to look 
for positive transgressions. Job, conscious of innocence as regards the contention 
of the Friends, had passionately desired to come into the very presence of his Judge. 
His dcsirP is granted: but in the purity of that presence the whiteness af innocence 
abhors itself in dust and ashes. 

The drama terminates, and the narrati,·e story is resumed, to intro<luce a brief 
Epilogue. The purport of this Epilogue has been already anticipated. God is rep
resented as declaring that his anger is kindled against the Friends of Job, because 
they ha<l not said of him the thing that was right, as his servant Job had; they are 
commanded to offer sacrifice, and Job is to intercede for them. \Ve have here a 
Fifth Solution of the Jlystcry of Suffering- the right altitude lo this Mystery: That 
the bold faith of Job, which could appeal lo God against the justice of God's own visita
tion, was more accepwble lo Hi111 than the servile adoration of the Friends, who had 
so111:ht to distort the facts in order to magnify God. As Job intercedes for his Friends, 
God also turns his own captivity; wealth and prosperity are granted him greater than 
before, and he dies happy and full of years. 

The whole of the Book of Job has now been traversed. It remains to speak of its 
relation to the rest of Wisdom literature. 

That we ha,·e here a Hebrew poem outside the system of Hebrew religion seen 
in the rest of the Old Testament need create no difficulty. The other books of wis-. 
dom are associated with an order of wise men who stand apart from the distinctively 
religious life of Israel, in full harmony with it, but not resting on it for their philosophy. 
It makes no difference to the framework of Ecclesiasticus that the son of Sirach iden
tifies Wisdom with the Law, or celebrates the succession of the Fathers .• Ecclesiastes 
and Wisdom use Solomon only as an illustration; and though the latter elaborately 
rea<ls providential meaning into the deliverance of the chosen people, yet it docs this 
without in any way resting on the Law or the Prophets. 

It is obvious that the subject matter which is worked 11p into the speeches of Job 
is wisdom in its most technical sense. The habits of thought and turn of sentences are 
the same here and in the other wisdom hooks; many times the same sentences are 
common to both, with expansions or condensations. As the original gnomic couplets 
were foun<l to have de,·eloped into the essays of J~cc/esiaslicus, so here they have de
veloped into dramatic speeches and rhetoric perorations. Moreover, the very special 
conception of wisdom which the earlier books associated with the harmony of all 
creation enters into the final section of Job: the germ of the Divine Intervention is 
found in the great monologue of Proverbs, though in the drama the ordering of the 
universe is directly attributed to God himself, and not to any mediating 'Wisdom.' 

Further, the topic of Job is the main thought of Wisdom literature, brought into 
question by a particular application of it in actual life. In all books of wisdom the 
r~al subject is ;udgment, the sifting between the evil and the good. The violation of 
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this judgment in the visible prosperity of the sinner is mentioned as a thought not to 
be entertained in Proverbs, is provided against in the arguments of Ecclesiasticus; 
it drives the Preacher to his despair, while the Wisdom of Solomon devotes a discourse 
to the reversal of the seeming prosperity hereafter. In Job the converse of this -
the affliction of the righteous - makes the whole situation discussed; and in the 
actual discussion .it is the prosperity of the wicked which is the most prominent topic. 

Again, the attitudes of mind successively exhibited to the question at issue in the 
dramatic debate have their relations to the other books of wisdom. The Friends, in 
their immovable dogma that all suffering must be judgment upon sin, are precisely al 
the mental standpoint of the earliest wisdom. The slight variation from this of 
Elihu is well within the scope of the early books; Proverbs has a sonnet in which is 
emphasised the meaning of the divine chastenings, and the son of Sirach says how the 
unrepentant is forcing the current of the river. Moreover Job himself, if we consider 
only his philosophic attitude to the question at issue, is in the position of Ecclesiastes. 
The system of his world has broken down; his despair, like that of the Preacher, seems 
to delight in emphasising the ruin of a universe with its providence gone; like the 
Preacher he dwells upon the gloominess of the life broken off by the grave; like the 
Preacher, and much more than he, Job retains his confidence in God and his immov
able loyalty to right. It is hardly necessary to add tl"at Job has in addition to this a 
personality immeasurably deeper and wider than that of Ecclesiastes, and a religious 
experience into which the Preacher had never had access. 

What is the relation between Job and the fourth of the books of wisdom? The 
Wisdom of Solomon assumes as a postulate of thought the immortality which the earlier 
wisdom ignored, and Ecclesiastes noticed only to deny. This master thought of pos
sibilities beyond the grave is in Job seen in its first faint beginnings. The other per
sonages of the poem, and Job himself in ordinary states of feeling, know of nothing later 
than the crumbling away of the individual life in the dark seclusion of Sheol. The 
extremity of his woe draws out of Job, in moments of passionate inspiration, conceptions 
of what may be reserved for him beyond the grave. Four times such elevation of faith 
flashes out. The first time the new thought comes as little more than a figure of speech. 
Job is recoiling from his Friends and their false pleas on God's behalf; for himself 
he cries, 

Though he slay me, yet will I wait for him: 
Nevertheless I will maintain my ways before him. 

What Job actually says here might have been said by Ecclesiastes: that he will 
never give in to the untruth urged upon him. But as an exaggerated way of saying 
this he uses words which imply a waiting beyond death for God. At the close of thr 
same speech the thought comes out, now as a fancy dwelt upon with lingering love 
- how Sheol would be sweet, were he but waiting in it for a release when his time of 
justification should arrive: but the fancy is dismissPd with emphasis of despair. Later 
in the discussion he rises out of his deepest distress with a sudden inspiration; and 
here the vindication after his flesh has been destroyed by death has become a sure 
hope, which he would grave deep in the rock for ever. Once again his confidence in 
future vindication appears, and it has now passed to the still higher stage of calm 
assurance: though the Judge is not to be se<!n in his searchings through the world, 
\let-

He knoweth the way that I take; 
When he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 

The hope of immortality which was to crown the latest work of Scriptural philosophy 
is seen struggling into birth in the Book of Job. 

We may say then, taking a general survey, that the philosophical observation of 
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life, which is the basis of all Wisdom literature, enters into the Book of Job in applica
tion to a particular situation; that the \'arious stages of development in the philoso
phic attitude \\'hich had made the separate books of wisdom, have, in general though 
not exact correspondence, their reflections in the poem, embodied in the dramatic 
personages and the atliludcs they take to the mystery of life's sufferings; and these 
varying attitudes to the question of life arc dra\\'n into a unity by the movement of a 
dramatic plot. The Book of Job is Wisdom literature dramatised. 

But it is more than this; it contains an clement \\'hich is no part of wisdom. The 
hymns to Wisdom of Prm•crbs and Ecdcsiastirns may be termed devotion, but in Job 
we have the dernul life itself in all its fulness: the personal relation of the individual 
soul to God, and its correlative, the relation of God to the individual soul; the stages 
of spiritual struggle and doubt, of triumph and reconciliation. We have yet more. 
Th(" prologue i111·ades the sphere of Prophecy, \\'hich, in discourse or dramatic vision, 
undertakes to re1·cal what transcends human knoll'ledge. So here amid the sanctities 
of hea1·en is presented a solution of life's mysteries which human minds may guess at, 
but not know. The Book of Job dramatises the spirit of Wisdom literature; and then 
encircles this with the wider spirit of Prophecy and the devout life. 

THE NEW TEST AMENT 

THE series of books which make up the New Testament group themselves into a 
clear and interesting unity. 

The Acts an<l Sayings of Jesus 
(Gospels) 

The Acts of the Apostles 
The Sayings of the Apostles (or Epistles) 

The Prophetic Vision of the Ne\\' Testament 

This last, by its revirnl of the form and matter of ancient prophecy in application 
to the Christian dispensation, makes a link binding together the Old Testament and 
the :'\ew. The gospels, moreover, are for their age a sacr~d history like the historic 
books of the Old Testament; and the epistles, like portions of The Chronicles, may 
he rega.-ded as documents illustrative of the history. Hut such a description of them 
would obviously be inadequate. Indeed, it is extrem:ly dinicult to fit the gospels 
into any literary classification: from the point of view of literature, no Jess than of 
theology, they are a class of works that stand by themsel\'es. They are our historic 
authorities for the most important of all e\·ents; yet the purpose of their anthers i< 
not to write history. Though they are concerned solely with the life of Jesus, yrt 
they would he imperfectly describer! as biographies. They treasure up every saying 
of the l\Iaster, as certain books of the Old Testament collect the sayings 'lf the wisre; 
yet but small portions of the gospels ha1·e any resemblance to wisdom literature. 
It would lie easier to associate them with the prophetic hooks of the Old Testament. 
But the prophets u5e ewry variety of literary form to emphasise and recommend the 
message from abo\'c of which they are interpreters; Jesus Christ is himself the au
thority of the message he brings, and those through whom we learn of him are anxious 
to record and not to interpret. Moreover, an examination into the literary form of 
the gospels would he inextricably interwoven with another kind of inquiry: the close 
resemblances between these books, and their not less interesting differences, neces-

1495 



New Testament ->a Literary Introductions 

sarily raise the question of their mutual relations, of their authorship, and possible 
connection with a common original. Such questions a~ these cannot be discussed 
here: not only do they belong to the domain of history rather than literature, but thev 
are, of all historical questions, the questions on which there has been the fiercest con
troversy, and the widest difference and fluctuation of opinion. The aim of the present 
work goes no further than the placing of the New Testament before the reader in the 
form which will best enable him to read each book in the light that may be collected 
from itself. 

When however we go below the surface, this simple arrangement of the conter.ts of 
the New Testament resolves, from the standpoint of the present work, into a twofold 
grouping. We have not one gospel but four; and these four have their individual 
characteristics. The Gospel of St. Luke differentiates itself from the rest as pure 
History: the preface presents its author as studying sources and weaving a connected 
narrative. To this another book of the New Testament at once attaches itself, 
The Acts of the Apostles: its opening words make it a continuation of St. Lu lie. 
And another class of New Testament writings come into the same group. In the 
history of The Acts St. Paul is the most active agent: it seems convenient to unite the 
Pauline Epistles with The Acts, each epistle inserter! at the point of the narrative 
with which it appears to connect itself. If such a course seems a departure from the 
general plan of the present work, which arnids historic questions, the exception is 
more in appearance than in reality; the determination of the proper places for these 
epistles presents no difficulty to those accepting the ordinary views of Paul's person 
and work, while those who hold revolutionary views on this subject arc not likely to 
use !he Modem Reader's Bible.* The Epistles not associated with St. Paul may, 
without inconvenience, be brought into the same large group, which will thus have 
the effect of presenting the History of the New Testament Church with a combination 
of narrative and illustrative documents, in a way analogous to the mode in which 
history has been presented in the Old Testament. There remain of the books of the 
New Testament four: the Gospels of St. J\Iallhe\1-, St. Mark and St. John, and St. 
John's Re\·elation: these in the present arrangement make the second group, as inde
pendent works of literature rather than component portions of an historic series. 

Two points of detail may l;e noted here in reference to the treatment in this work 
of the books of the New Testament. It is a leading purpose of the J\lodem Reader's 
Bible to use all devices of printing and pafie-setting in order to assist the reader lo 
catch the "literary form of what he reads. The gospels have the twofold purpose of 
presenting alike the Acts ·and the Sayings of Jesus; I have thought it worth while 
to discriminate to the eye these two elements of the gospel narrative. But of course 
every w:rd spoken by Jesus is not a 'Saying' in this sense. It would manifestly 
be improper to put forward as a 'Saying' of Jesus his words to the Canaanitish woman, 
"I was not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel": such words make 
only a stage in an uncompleted incident. It is the independent Sayings that I have 
distinguished by difference of type. No one will be misled into understanding surh 
Sayings as more sacred or precious than other words of Christ; the words spoken on 
the cross, and in the institution of the Lord's Supper, are among those not so distin
guished. The difference intended to be conveyed is merely that the Sayings printed 
in heavy type can be studied as independent wholes: other words of Jesus are merged 
in the incidents of which they form a portion. 

Apart from this, the chief work of arrangement has consisted in the division of 
each book into its proper sections, and the supply of headings. I believe that there 
are few things which assist intelligent reading more than the mere mechanism of divi
sion and subdivision, provided such arrangement is based upon independent study 

*As to Galatians, see below, page 1676. 
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of each of the works so treated; the plan followed in old versions of a uniform division 
of chapters and \·erscs for all books of Scripture alike carries its condemnation upon 
the surface. The notes will be few: they attempt neither theological nor historical 
discussion, hut merely offer assistance tmrnrds catching the connection and emphasis 
of the writer's thought. For theological and its kindred historic study a vast apparatus 
of help of all kinds exists, and is at hand for all who will use it. But annotation means 
interruption; and I Leline that many have a longing to get to the sacred texts at first 
hand, to fling their minds, without any inten•ening medium of interpretation, directly 
upon the original literature, and appreciate it, each reader for himself, in all its fresh
ness. One thing only is required for such a purpose- the arrangement of the ma
terials in a rational order: and this is what the present edition attempts. 

NEW TEST AMENT HISTORY 

THE first group of New Testament books in the present arrangement unite to give 
us The History of the Primitive Church as Presented by Itself. In analogy with the 
OM Testament, we find here also narrative serving as a framework to connect to
gether other literary types. In the GospPl <f St. Luke the 'Acts' of Jesus alternate 
with his '\\'onls.' Into the Acts of !lie Apostles their words, that is, the Pauline 
f;pistles, are inserted. The group closes with the other Epistles. Some of these, as 
those of St. Peter and St . .Turk, distinctlv associate themselves with the close of the 
history; throughout these writings there-is found a feeling that the end of all things 
is at hand. The rest, as lacking any close association with the course of events, may 
as appropriately be taken here as elsewhere. 

The Gospel of St. Luke 

Little is needed in the way of introduction to this Gospel. St. Luke's narrative 
is clear and perspirnous; the only <]Uestion is of the proper divisions that will !~est 
bring out the spirit of the whole. I have divided it into six sections. Two at the 
beginning deal with the early days of Jesus, and his appearance in public in con
nection with the prophetic work of John the Baptist. It is eriually natural to 
recognise two sections al the close of the hook, one prrsenting Jesus in Jerusalem, 
the other dealing with his passion and resunection. It is the central part of the 
Gospel where the question of logical division becomes more difficult. It is remark
able how all the three synoptic gospels seem to agree in marking a turning point in 
the acti\·e ministry of Jes us on earth. This is the full recognition by the disciples 
of his position as the \Jessiah, embodied in the confession of St. Peter. This alone 
wo_uld lie sul1icient to constitute an epoch. But, in all three gospels, it is at this 
point, and not before, that Jesus introduces the subject of his sufferings and death 
at the hands of his enemies. Thus the doctrine of the Messiah and the doctrine of 
the Cross are united together to make the ,great dividing line in the gospel narratiw. 
In the work of St. Luke - and here it differs from the more elaborate gospel of ~l. 
Matthew- nothing more is needed than the recognition of this crisis. Hence, in 
the present arrangl'mcnt, there appear two middle sections for St. Lukr's Gosprl. 
The one is the :!\.finistrv in Galilee, rising to its climax in the recognition of the ·l\Jessiah 
by St. Peter and the disciples. The other is the long sustained narrative of the jour
ney on the Way to Jerusalem, in connection with which so large a portion of the inci
dents and discourses are presenter!; while the whole is unified hy the anticipation of 
a kingdom rresently to be revealed, which grows stronger as the goal of the sacre~ 
city is approached. 
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The Acts of the Apostles with The Epistles of St. Paul 

The Acts of the Apostles has left rliffercnt impressions on different readers in refer
ence to its unity and arrangement. To me it appears a singularly clear and completr 
work of history, viewed in the light of the commission given to the Apostles by their 
Master in the opening section. This commission is lo carry their witness of him "lo 
Jerusalem, to all Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost'part of the earth." With 
two of the three parts of this commission it is easy for history to deal: a simple narra
tive de.scribes the witnessing to Jerusalem and the Holy Land. But how can the 
Hoo/1 of Acts present the third part of the commission, the carrying of the witness to 
the whole world? Notwithstanding all the centuries that separate us from the book, 
the proclamation of the gospel to the ends of the earth is still unaccomplished. It 
is evident that this book of the primitive church can gil'c the history of world evangelisa
tion only in embryo. The story of the accomplishment belongs to future centuries; 
all that primitive history can essay is successive stages in the dewloping conception 
of the work to be done, and the machinery by which it is to he compassed. This is 
just what the Boo/1 of Acts gives us; and from this point of view it takes clear and 
logical arrangement. 

The first section of the Acts of the Apostles presents them as receiving their com
mission from their Master, and waiting, in prayer and meditation, at Jerusalem for the 
signal from on high that their work is to begin. The second section opens with the 
Day of Pentecost and the long expected descent of the Holy Ghost; the religious 
mo\'ement that follows completes the opening of the witness at Jerusalem. Then 
comes the first crisis in the history of the primitive church: the martyrdom of Stephen 
has the elTect, under l'rO\·iclcncc, of scattering the apostles, and so extending the wit
ness through Samaria and Galilee. 

So far the narrative has described accomplishment of the apostles' commission: 
in the next section we have an enlargement in the conception of the work to be done. 
Herc, as so often in the Boo/1 of Acts, supernatural events, or strange dispensations of 
Providence, come to mark a new departure. It is the Vision of St. Peter that brings 
about a tremenclous revolution of thought: the new idea that Gentiles equally with 
Jews are to Ice the recipients of the new religion. \Vhen, after a struggle, the nol'<'I 
idea has been accepted, the first step is taken in the extending of the witness of Jesus 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. So clearly does the spirit of the book mark 
this as a dividirig point, that the historian relates here the outburst of persecution 
in which one apostle is slain and St. Peter miraculously delivered, as if to wind up the 
~tory of the Church of Jerusalem: henceforward his theme is the, extension of Chris
t;anity lo the Gentiles. 

Side hy side with this enlargement in the c0nception of the apostles' work, comes 
enlargement in the machinery by which it is to be accomplished. Not only has a 
special leader been raised up in St. Paul as apostle of the Gentiles, and a centre for 
G2ntile Christianity been found in Antioch, but the fifth section of the Book of Acts 
relates how, under special inspiration of Providence, the l\Iissionary Journey is in
stituted. It must be hy the agency of missions that the whole world shall be evan 
geliscd. The sixth section follows naturally to deal with the conflict bound to ari;e 
Lelween the fast growing Gentile Christianity anrl the older concep\ions. The first 
Council of the Christian Church harmonises this conflict; henceforward we arc lo 
deal with a conception of the new religion .that is unlimited by the ~fosa\c Law. 

We reach the seventh of the sections of this history; and here care must be taken 
not to misinterpret the trend of thought. It is customary to insist upon the three 
missionary journeys of St. Paul. I do not question that there were three missionary 
journeys; but I submit that it is a mistake to make these a lanclrnark in the narrative 
before us. \Vhcn once the institution of the missionary journey has been accepted, 
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the details of particular itineraries become of minor importance. lt is in another 
direction that we are to look for the significance of this phase of the history. We are 
told of perplexing hindrances to the mm·ements of St. Paul and his colleagues, until 
a supernatural 1·ision solws the problem. St. Paul sees a man of Macedonia who 
cries, "Come o\'cr and help us." The opening of the gospel to Europe is the new 
departure: as the apostles cross o\'er to l\foteclonia, the country of the future, the 
region of infinite progress, receives the new religion from the more stationary orient 
in 1\ hi ch it had had its birth. A new stage has been accomplished towards the chris
tiani<ation of the whole world. 

With this enlargement in the sphere of action is again united an enlargement in 
the methods of the sacred task. To the missionary journey is now added the mis
sionary epistle, and four Pauline epistles find their place in this section of New Testa
ment histon·. The signilicance of this stage is immense. It is not merely that the 
ministr~· of the written word is added to the ministry of the spoken word; there is 
enlargement in the conception of Christianity itself. Hitherto ernngelisation has 
limited itself to the etymological significance of the word: there has been simply 
a proclamation of the goorl tidings of Christ. But the work for which the epistle 
is to he an instrument is the growing rloctrine of Christianity, and the realisation of 
that doctrine in church gm-crnment as well as in Christian life. The Church of 
Thessalonica, looking, like the other churches, for the immediate coming of the Master, 
has been perplcxerl by the death of some 0f its meml:ers: the !\pis Iles to the Thessa
lo11ia11s soh-e their perplexities with the largeness of the Christian hope. Another 
church has been 1·111angled in dispuces with upholclers of the Mosaic Law: the Epistle 
lo the Gala/i,111s insists on Christian freedom. The succession of missionary epistles 
embody the f!:raclually clewloping theology in a series of solutions to the multiplying 
<lifficulties of the churches. 

So wide has now become the enlargement in the apostles' conception of their work 
and their methods that the question at this point is, where this embryonic ·history of 
world el'angelisation is to stop. The answer to this question from the standpoint of 
that age was summed up in the word- Rome. Rome was the centre of civili>ation, 
the symbol of world unity. Hence in the eighth and final section of the Book of Acts 
a series of strange prnl'idences is found to IJring the apostle of the Gentiles to Rome. 
And before he journc1·s thither he sencls forward his l'pistle lo the Roman.s: in this 
the harmonisation of Jewish and Gentile Christianity, of the Old and the New Testa
ment, is expounder] to the metropolis of unil'ersal ch·ilisation. 

But if this is a climax, it need not \re a conclusion to the historic series that is before 
us. A ninth section of the present arrnngement contains the Epistles of Paul's 
First Imprisonment. .\ tenth section adds the Epistles of the closing years of his 
life. The wmbination of historic narraliw ancl epistolary document has carried 
forward the Biston· o[ the Primiti1·e Church to the close of the New Testament era. 

A word may be.said in reference to the treatment of these portions of Scripture in 
the present work. Its purpose being merely to facilitate reading, T have not attempted 
muc:1 in the way of notes. To the Gospel anrl Acts T have added a few, chiefly in 
'.h~ way of justification for the divisions arlopterl. The case is somewhat differrnt 
,·hen we hal'e to rleal with the Epistles of St. Paul. These are amongst the most 
:liflicult of all literary compositions. Some writers are obscure through poverty of 
thought: Paul on the contrary through exuberance. In his writings great ideas, 
brilliantly worded, come pourin11: out with a rapidity that leayes apprcciatil'e elTort 
lagging behind. Yet this but half describes his exuberance. Paul has a highly rela
tional mind; not content with vivid presentation of a thought, he must at the same 
time guard it in all its aspects, and indicate its connections with all other thoughts. 
If the author of Wisdom be considered the great master of the digression, Paul may 
I c called the great master of the preposition: the function of that mechanical part of 
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speech to represent, not thoughts, hut thought relations, has a demand made upon it in 
these epistles that cannot be paralleled in other literature; oj's and in's and througlt's 
and with's (not to say their Greek equivalents) almost break down under the burden 
imposed on them. In dealing with a style like this, explanation, however necessarv 
it may be, tend' to aggravate the difficulty: the reader's mind, already strained unde'r 
the a~our:it ~au~ crowds into a. pe~io:J, resents the additional strain of details amplified 
and d1scnmmat1ons further d1scnmmated. I have thought that the best assistance 
in the present case would be, first, to take great pains with the paragraphin" of the 
text, and then to arid a Syllabus, constructed (like the syllabus used for the Wisdom 
literature) on the principle that a definite period* of the syllabus represents a para
graph of the text. Such a syllabus is not a commentary: it merely seeks to trace before
hand (so to speak) channels in the reader's mind into which the complex thoughts 
of the author may flow as his words are read. The idea of arrangement, which 
underlies all attempts at clear presentation of the text, is thus carried a stage further 
than the devices of page setting will allow. 

Other New Testament Epistles 

To the group of epistles concluding this arrangement of New Testament history 
little need be said by way of introduction; their contents are more fully treated in 
the notes. t The Epistle to H ebrcws, like St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans is an episto
lary treatise; an eloquent exposition of Christian theology, but, as the title implies, 
addressed to the thinker of the Hebrew order, rather than to the general mind. The 
Epistles of St. Peter and of St. Jude are epistolary manifestos analogous to the Ephe
sians of St. Paul; but they are 'Epistks General.' In two out of the three the super
scription makes them universal; in the other case St. Peter addresses the Elect of a 
Dispersion so wide as to he practically universal. They are manifestos of the whole 
Christian faith, modified in the preseD.tation by the special circumstances which call 
them forth. In all three these surrounding circumstances are the same; a near sense 
of the end of all things, and the intrusion of false prophets who are corrupting the 
church from purity of doctrine and living. The Second and Third l~pistles of St.John 
are pastor;tl letters, addressed, like St. Paul's Philemon, to individual correspondents. 

Quite di!Terent in kind are the two remaining members of the group. The Epistle 
of St. James has nothing of an epistle except the superscription; its contents reveal 
a miscellany of Christian wisdom, and it is presented in this work, after the fashion 
of Old Testament wisdom, as a series of maxims, essays, discourses. To what is 
entitled The First Epistle of St. John even the supersrrirtion is lacking; there is th~ 
same general form of separate thoughts and sayings, and it is presented in this work 
as The Wisdom of St. John. 

One remark may be made on these epistles of the New Testament considered as 
works of universal literature. No one can read, for example, St. Peter and St. Jude 
without feeling that a stream of fervid eloquence runs through each. Yet in their 
English dress the eloquence of these writings suITers interruption through the way 
in which successive sentences are dovetailed together with a roughness that oflcn 
seems awkwardness. Partly no doubt this arises from real divergence in habits of 
thought between our times and the times of the epistles. But in part I believe 01e 
apparent obscurity of these works may he credited to received theories of translat1~n, 
according to which every Greek particle must have a representation in the 'yorrling 
of the English sentence. In concatenation of sentences the Greek and Enghsh Ian-

• See page 1677. · 
t The Introductions to Hebrews and St. James in the other edition of the Modern Reader's 

Bible (St. Matthew volume) are in the present edition transferred to the notes. 
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guages are strongly contraster!: Greek prose packs its sentences into close connection 
by the posith·e bonds of pnrticles; the English, more than most languages, leans to 
asyndeton. It is too often assumed that Greek in this respecl has a logical superiority, 
which the English translator seeks as far as may he to imitate. But this may reason
ably be doubted. In arl it is recognised that to suggest is often more polcnt than to 
define; and the genius of the English language, that allows sentences to suggest their 
mutual relations without the interference of a visible symbol of connection, may be 
more true to the subtleties of thought than the Greek habit of indicating connection 
],y words, which soon become more defined than the relations for which they have to 
stand. We may yet hope to see translation that would leave such writings as St. 
I'1 Irr and St. J udr t9 exert the full power of their eloquence, uninterrupted by repeated 
strains of what is to us unnatural sentence connection. 

With these few words of explanation I leave this portion of the Modern Reader's 
Bible to produce its own effect. The matter included in this New Testament History 
series has turned the world upside down, laid the foundations of modern religion 
and civili"11tion, nnd struck a unity through all history. In the present simple ar
rangement it is possible for a reader of ordinary intelligence, at a sitting or two, to 
tra\•erse this literature from beginning to end, and so to bring his individual mind, 
unhampered by extraneous comment, into fresh and immediate contact with the 
most dynamic persons, incidents, and thoughts that history has produced. 

OTHER BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

St. Matthew's Gospel 

The Gospel of St. Matthew has two highly distinctive marks of individuality. One 
of these lies upon the surface. No one can read the hook without perceiYing that the 
author writes as a Hebrew to Hebrews; possibly he wrote originally in the Hebrew 
tongue. The Old Testament is continually before the eye3 of Matthew as. he com
poses the book with which the New Testament is to commence. Not only does he see 
in Jesus the fulfilment of Messianic prophecy, but the very phrases of the prophets 
come back to him with a new significance in the light of the story he is telling. The 
birth of Jesus from a virgin mother recalls Isaiah's sign of the virgin and her mystic 
son Immanuel. The words of yearning which Hosea puts into the mouth of God, 
When Israel was a child l IO'IJed him and called my son ottt of Egypt, are a reminiscence 
associated with the flight into Eg)'pt and the return by warning in a dream from God. 
And Jeremiah's picture of Rachel weeping for her children, an item in his drama of 
Israel's restoration, is recalled to Matthew by the massacre of the innocents. There 
is again an idiosyncrasy of Hebrew style which in Matthew's gospel is found to have 
penetrated into the Yery scheme of his arrangement: the structure is continually based 
on the number Se\'en. The collection of Christ's teaching which we call the Sermon 
on the 2\lount is arranged by Matthew in seven natural divisions; the seventh of these 
is a series of seven separate sayings, and the first section is a beatitude expanded intc 
•c\'enfold illustration. Other evangelists speak of dilTercnt expeditions of apostles 
sent out by Jes us, with brief instructions: Matlhew gathers all these instructions 
tllgether into a single sevenfold commissiun. All the writers make prominent the 
institution of the parable as a form of teaching: Matthew lllustrates this section with 
exactly seven parables. The denunciations of Pharisaic hypocrisy arc by Matthew 
l(athered together at one point, and the discourse is so modelled as to recall the Seven
fold Woe of Isaiah. In the discourse on the end of all thinl(s the three evangelists 
follow so closely the same order of thought that the divisions of the paragraphs in all 
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three correspond; but while Mark and Luke slop with the fifth of these paragraphs 
Matthew adds parables and additional foreshowings until the number of divisions ha~ 
reached seven. It must not be supposed that there is anything strange or artificial 
in this repetition of the sevenfold structure. I have pointed out elsewhere how widely 
such arrangement prevails in the Old Testament. Most of the prophetic books lend 
themselves to a sevenfold arrangement; the great Isaiahan Rhapsody not only has 
seven main divisions, but the first of them contains a movement se\·en times repealed; 
the last discourse of The Wisdom of Solomon supports its theme with seven illustra· 
tions, one of which is broken by a sevenfold digression. All that is implied in such a 
feature of style is an extreme sense of orderly arrangement; and to the Hebrew mind 
order suggests the number seven. . 

The other distinguishing feature of St. Matthew is his philosophic gra~p of the 
ministry of Jesus as a great historic movement. All the three evangelists use re
peatedly the phrase 'the kingdom of heaven' or 'the kingdom of God,' which must 
have been a regular expression of Jesus himself. But J\fatthew is wholly occupied 
in tracing the development of this 'kingdom of heaven': its development as a concep· 
tion, from the mere idea of a counterpart lo Roman empire, which animated those who 
first hailed the Baptist's announcement, to the conception of a spiritual kingdom 
founded on service and self-denial, which Jesus with such difficulty inculcated in the 
minds of the inner circle of disciples; the development again of a visible kingdom 
of heaven in human society, in antagonism with the ruling powers which crushed it 
only to give it its power of finally rising. It is natural that an historian of this type 
should give special prominence to the discourses of Jesus; further, it is the practice 
of St. Matthew to gather together from different parts of the life of his Master details 
of teaching that have a mutual connection, and to mass these together in a single dis
course at the point where they will be most effective. It is the same with regard to in
cident. Modern harmonists who curiously inquire into the exact succession of 
incidents in the life of Christ find St. Matthew the least historic of the gospels. But 
this is only because the mind .of this writer is intent on the philosophic sequence, 
and a grouping of incidents that brings out their connection and significance. As we 
follow his narrative we catch a majestic movement of events that draws the whole 
life and ministry of Christ into a clear unity. 

The Gospel of St. Matthew is here divided into what appear to be its twelve natural 
sections - I must not call them chapters, since that name has been appropriatNl 
by the traditional divisions. Of these the first two are preliminary, relating the Birth 
of Jesus, and his first appearance in public under the ministry of John the Baptist. 
Here Matthew confines himself to the barest outline of narration, except in one respect: 
that in the first section more than anywhere else is found this writer's characteristic 
use of the Old Testament. There is a striking contrast between the narratives of 
Matthew and Luke at this point. The latter seems to have carefully collected all 
that was to be learned of the early life of Jesus, and he relates the incidents with 
special fulness. St. Matthew, on the other hand, seems guided in his very selection 
of incidents by the thoughts of prophetic literature which they call up. 

The third section opens the min istr}' of Jesus with the extended discourse which 
venerable tradition has styled the Sermon on the J\lount. Yet this is obviously no 
sermon in the modern sense. Internal evidence and comparison with the other 
gospels show that here, as elsewhere, Matthew is drawing together into one view 
characteristic examples of the teaching of Jesus; in the present case ~i~ earlier teach
ing is exemplified, and it is likely enough that an outward charactenst1c of the sa?Je 
period might be the discourse from a mountain slope. The teaching is the teach1~g 
of Jesus; the arrangement is that of St. Matthew. It is natural that a ~ebre"'. phil
osopher should make the basis of his arrangement a literar}' form promment m the 
Hebrew philosophy we call Wisdom literature. This is what I have termed the 
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\Iaxim -- a proverb-like text supported by a prose comment; not only are such texts 
with comments prominent in Ecclesiasticus and Ecclesiastes, but the form persists to 
the time of the Epistle {If St . .Tames. In this form of text and comment the Sermon 
on the :\Iount presents seven divisions, elaborating the foundation ideas of the new 
and hcawnly wisdom. The shock of the opening text makes us feel how by the 
doctrine oi Jesus the centre of gravity of human life and character is wholly shifted. 
It is lo the 'poor in spirit' that the exaltation of the new kingdom comes; and this 
phrase of the text gathers fulness with its sevenfold expansion - the mourners arc 
blessed, and not the gay; the meek, and not the mighty; those who hunger after 
a righteousness they have not attained, and not the satisfied Pharisee; the merciful, 
and not the oppressor; the pure and not the worldly; the peacemaker, and not the 
conqueror; the persecutor is beneath his victim. Again, in c.ontrast with the received 
idea! of a personal righteousness that would outshine that of others, the second and 
third maxims, with their images of the salt and the lamp, put forward an exaltation 
that is exalted only so long as it exerts its purifying and illuminating force upon 
others. The central article of the discourse brings out that 1he gospel is no relaxa
tion of the law, but its intensification; the exposition of this thought is the paradox 
that the new righteousness must exceed the righteousness of Scribes and Pharisees, 
and its final word is perfection. The fifth article prescribes the heavenward reference 
of our worship, in contradistinction to the righteousness that would be seen of men; 
the sixth calls for a heavenward trend of our desires in contradistinction to laying 
up treasure upon earth. It is in strict accordance with Wisdom literature that 
the final section should be a series of miscellaneous precepts; and the discourse 
finds a closing note in the impressive image of the builders on the sand and on 
the rock. 

In the philosophic arrangement of St. :Matthew's Gospel the connected teaching 
of Jesus has been first exhibited, and its consequences remain to be regularly traced. 
The new doctrine has been, as it were, flung into the still waters of Jewish society; 
subsequent portions of the narrative watch the wic;lening circles of effect. Or there 
is a better image to he found in the book itself. John the Baptist, in one of the sayings 
recorded by :\Iatthew, describes his successor as having a fan in his hand, with which 
he will throughly purge his floor, gathering the wheat into his garner, and burning 
the chalT. This image of winnowing the wheat from the chaff seems to underlie the 
whole story of the developing kinJ!dom of heaven, as St. Matthew tells it: from the first 
mo111ent there appears an ever-widening rift between those who accept and those whc 
oppose. 

In the fourth section of :\Iatthew's narrative, which gives the First Impressions of 
the teaching of Jesus, the two elements of the coming conflict are seen side by side. 
There is the Gathering of Disciples: not only are personal calls recorded, but at this 
point the wry Scribes themselves show a disposition to press into the kingdom. 
There arc also Hints of Antagonism, and at this time they are no more than hints: 
silent doubts as to the claim to forgive sins, respectful questionings as to unpatriotic 
companying with publicans, or immoral companying with sinners, as to feasting while 
others fast. The section has an appropriate climax in an incident which leads the 
multitude to cry out in wonder, and the Phari~ces to mutter the thought which here
after is to he their great blasphemy. 

But from this point the winnowing power of Christ's ministry, and the divergent 
effects of its contact with human society, have so increased that the successive sec
tions of St. Matthew's narrative similarly diverge, and alternately treat of the disciples, 
with their deepening hold of the kingdom, and the outside world, with its intensifying 
opposition. We may arrange the remaining sections of the gospel in parallel 
columns, as they relate to the Church and to the World. 



Matthew 

The Church 

5. Organisa lion of Apostles and the Seven
fold Commission 

7. The Public Parable and the Private 
Interpretation 

9. Recognition of the Kingdom by the Dis
ciples and Questions arising thereupon 

---a Literary lntroouct1ons 

The World 

6. Growing Isolation of Jesus and his 
Ministry 

8. The Greater Miracles and the Growing 
Antagonism 

10. Entry into Jerusalem and Breach with 
the Ruling Classes 

11. Discourse lo the Disciples; Revcla- 12. Passion and Resurrection of Jesus 
tion of the End 

The fifth section draws into one view the Organisation of Apostles to spread 
the news of the kingdom, and similarly unifies the instructions given them 
into a single Sevenfold Commission. From the Apostles the narrative turns, in the 
sixth section, to the world, and brings out the Growing Isolation of Jesus in his 
Ministry: he gradually draws apart from the imperfect ministry of his forerunner; 
from the Pharisaic doctrine of the Sabbath, the great outward mark of the Hebrew 
nation; other opposition of the Pharisees is pronounced a blasphemy against the 
Spirit of Holiness; from the wisdom and might of the great cities he turns to the sim
plicity of babes, to those who labour and are heavy laden; a final touch is found in 
the separation of Jesus from his very mother and brethren. With the seventh section 
we have returned to the band of disciples: here is brought out the distinction bet ween 
the Public Parable, the dark saying addressed with its own winnowing power to the 
multitude, and the Private Interpretation, which with unwearied patience gi\·es the 
full light to those who are thus being initiated into the 'mystery' of the kingdom of 
heaven. The eighth section resumes the external ministry: here are related the 
Greater Miracles - the wide-reaching effects of such incidents as the feeding of 
multitudes with a few loaves and fishes; here equally appears the Growing Antago
nism, by which Christ's own country casts him off, ancl Jerusalem sends a deputatio11 
to watch him, while Jesus himself staggers the faith of those closest to him by cutting 
down at ·one stroke the whole Tradilion of the Elders, which had cast a veil of cere
monial frivolities over the face of the Mosaic law. Section nine, commencing with 
the confession of Peter, records the Full Recognition by the Disciples of the Kingdt>m ; 
but the strange doctrine of the sufferings of the ~Iessiah, which is thereupon revealed 
to them, raises in their rninds perplexing questions of the Kingdom, and its spirit is 
more and rnore fully unfolded. This brings us to the tenth section, the Entry into 
Jerusalem, and the Final Breach with-the Ruling Classes; it closes with the sevenfold 
denunciation of the Scribes and Pharisees, and the weeping over the doomed city. 
The public ministry of Jesus has now closed: the eleventh section conlains the Dis
course to the Disciples which is the Revelation of the End; and the final division of 
the narrative records the Passion of Jesus and his Resurrection. 

Literary criticism shows at its worst when it seeks to make preferences; anrl it 
would be wanting in reverence to the sacred character of the gospels to exalt one abol'l' 
the other. Each has its proper function, and makes appeal to a different class nf 
readers. But it may be said that the Gospel of St. Matthew has a special inter~st for 
modern thought, and the rational spirit of inquiry which seeks a connected view 0 1 
even the most sacred incidents; here we have a mind, cast in the mould of Hebr_ew 
philosophy, exhibiting its philosophic grasp of an historic world-movement of which 
the outer form is Hebrew. The historic books of the Old Testament, however much 
they may leave to critical inquiry for adjustment and _reconstruction, make a noble 
literary whole. They are the story of a theocracy in conflict with the secular: a 
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national sense of divine kingship is gradually dissipated by assimilation to the visible 
go\'ernment of surrounding peoples. Thus the Old Testament history is history of 
failure: the secular government culminates in national exile, and the restored Jewish 
church becomes spiritual at the price of increased exclusiveness. A truer conclusion 
to the history or the Old Testament is found in the gospel of St. Matthew: here a 
kingdom of God that is essentially spiritual is seen developing in conflict with secular 
powers, which crush out of it all that is not spiritual, eternal, uni\'ersal. There can 
be no fitter close for this narrative of St. Matthew than his brief picture of the risen 
Lord, on the mountain of ascension, giving to the band of disciples the command 
to make disciples of all the nations, animated by a presence that will be in their midst 
even to the end of the world. 

St. Mark's Gospel 

To the Gospel of St. Mark, considered as a literary work, little is needed in the 
way of introduction. It is sufficiently obvious that this gospel is addressed, not to 
Hebrews, but to Gentiles; and several times parentheses - in modern phrase, foot
notes - gi\'e e:-.-planations of details which by Hebrew readers would be taken for 
granted. In this, more than in the other narratives, we find general pictures of the 
ministf}' of Jesus. Especially prominent is the constant crowding of the multitudes 
roused by the ''"°rks of wonder, which drives Jesus into desert places to seek pri,·acy, 
while, if he enters a house, the whole city is gathered at the door. St. Mark deals much 
less fully than the other evangelists with the actual teaching of the Master: the very 
'Sermon on the ~fount' is wanting. On the other hand, he presenes with more 
minuteness the outward circumstances amid which the teaching is delh·ered. All 
:hree gospels bring out the exceeding difficulty with which the disciples receh·e the 
re\'elation of the sufferings of the Messiah: it is :Mark who tells us how on the very 
mountain of the transfiguration the disciples 'wist not what to answer' and 'became 
sore afraid'; how again, 'they understood not the saying, and were afraid to ask him'; 
how, in the going up to Jerusalem, 'Jesus was going before them, and they were 
amazed, and they that followed were afraid.' St. ~latthew makes a single incident 
of the barren fig tree: St. ~lark relates separately the mystic words addre;sed to the 
tree, and how, on the following morning, the man•el of the tree's withering drew 
another lesson from the ~laster. St. Matthew, with his tendency to classification, 
includes with the other tempting questions the scribe's inquiry as to the great com
mandment of the law: St. ~lark has preserved the separateness of this from the rest, 
and how the scribe did homage to the grandeur of the reply, and Jesus reco~nise<l 
the different spirit of this questioner. The external detai)s introduced by this evan
gelist often sen·e as links binding incidents togrther: ~Iatthew relates Christ's sayin~ 
about his mother and brethrrn immediately after the blasphemy of the Pharisees, 
but it is ~fark who opens this latter incident with the description of the crowd around 
the house where Jesus met the Pharisees, which was keeping his brethren outside. 
Accordingly, every reader catches in St. Mark a graphic fulness of detail suggesting 
that ultimately, if not immediately, this narrative has come from an eye-witness. It 
is here we read of the healing of a deaf man: how -

he took him aside from the multitude privately, and put his fingers into his 
ears, and he spat, and touched his tongue; and looking up to heaven, he 
sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 

The healing of Bartimreus, again, is full of graphic detail: 

And many rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried out the 
more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me. And Jesus stood 
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still, and said, Call ye him. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, 
Be of good cheer: rise, he calleth thee. And he, casting away his garme:-it, 
sprang up, and came to Jesus. 

And the narrative of Mark alone preserves one detail of the arrest - the young man, 
roused from sleep, with a linen cloth cast hastily on his body, hanging curiously about 
the procession, until at the first touch of an officer he leaves his garment and flees away 
naked: a detail of no relevance to the sacred character of the events, but giving a 
wonderful touch of vivid weirdness to the picture of that moment of panic. The 
main characteristic of St. Mark then is incidental narration. And this affects the 
literary form of this gospel. We have here, not the grouping of circumstances by 
classes or stages, but a sequence of independent narratives: I have not attempter! 
in this case to arrange. in organic chapters, but have allowed the whole to stand as a 
series of separate incidents. The Gospel of St. Mark is not to be described as history, 
but as memoirs. 

St. John's Gospel 

The wntmgs ascribed to St. John - Gospel, Epistles, Revelation - may be 
classed with the Book of Deuteronomy in the fact that they are, for New and Old 
Testament respectively, the storm centres of modern controversy. Over Johannine 
literature intricate and multiplied questions of genuineness and authenticity, of ca
nonical authority, of theological exegesis, have at all times arisen, and divided the 
world of scholarship and religious thought. It will be understood that nothing of this 
controversy will be represented in the pages that follow. The :'IIodem Reader's 
Bible excludes questions of authorship and textual history: this consideration of 
itself disposes of more than half the matter of disputation. Discussions of canonical 
questions are similarly excluded. From theology in a sense it is impossible lo separate 
ourselves: the literature we call secular is imbued with religious thought, and biblical 
writings cannot but be full of it. But the province of the present work ends just 
where the province of the systematic theologian begins: the formulation of the thought 
contained in the sacred writings, and the comparison of scripture with scripture, belong 
to others; the :\Iodern Reader's Bible is concerned wi:h individual works, and aims 
only at presenting each under the most favourable conditions for its receiving the full 
illumination that the work can shed upon itself. 

The Gospel is by its name relegated to a small literary species consisting of four 
works which neither have been nor can be paralleled. Yet amongst these four it is 
universally felt that the Gospel of St. John stands apart from the rest. In discrimi
nating this last difference we are on sure ground, for we have the invaluable assistance 
of the authors' prefaces. No one could read the four verses of preface to St. Luke, 
and the eighteen verses of prologue to St. John, without understanding that widely 
diverse works were being introduced. St. Luke promises a carefully sifted narratiYe 
of accepted incidents and teachings of Jesus; St. John, in a style that may be called 
logical mysticism, elaborates a theological position which his gospel is to support. 
This prologue, once its peculiar form is caught, may be called clear, in spite of thl' 
profound matter with which it is dealing. It has a form that is common in wis<lom 
literature of Old and New Testaments: the maxim, or gnomic text with expansion. 
Three such gnomic propositions stand out as the steps of a progression: to catch 
their full force they should be separated from the argumentative matter with whirl1 
they are interwoven. 

In the beginning was the Word: 
And the Word was with God: 
And the Word was God. 
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2, 

And the Word became Flesh, 
A11d dwell among us, 
Full of grace and truth. 

3 

No man hath seen God at any time: 

John 

The only begot/en Son which is in the bosom of the Father, 
He hath declared him. 

I The first of the propositions fastens attention upon the conception of the Word, a 
•re\'elation in itself no less Di\'ine than that which it reveals. The second describes 
I the new dispensation inaugurated by this Word becoming Flesh. The third unites 
I the other two in the conception, Son, and the thesis of the prologue is complete: Jesus, 
: Son of God, only re\'ealer of the Father. The first two propositions are supported 
•with matter of el'i<lence and expanded statement. On the third proposition which 
sums them up the whole Gospel that follows is the comment. 

An essential for literary presentation is that the work should appear with such 
structural di,·isions as are inferred from the particular work itself, and not determined 

. by com·entional or external considerations. It is in this connection that the ordinary 
1 versions of the Bible appear at their worst, chopping up literature of the most diverse 
: character into uniform <li\'isions, under which no principle can be discovered, unless 
they may be called dosilogicaL On other grounds stout defenders of the older versions 

1 are still to be found; but I have not yet met anyone who thinks the chapters and verses 
: of the Bible 'inspired.' Yet I doubt if the full importance of this consideration is 
: commonly realised: the mechanical presentation is fatal to what would seem the 
most important of all literary exercises-the reading of a whole work at a single 

1 sitting. Two different modes of exegesis in\'ite the student: one studies the whole 
in the light of the details, the other the details in the li!(ht of the whole. The first 
is the method of commentators: they seek to come to close quarters with each suc
cessi\'e clause, and concentrate upon it light from all departments of investigation, 
confident that to master the details is to know the whole. Indeed, such method has 
usurped to itself the title of 'thorough'; and the student easily accepts the description, 
conscious of the labour with which he has followed, and the frequent sense of triumph 
O\'er difllculties, and unaware how many of these difficulties and how much of this 
labour were created by the method of study he has adopted. The interpreter of the 
other kind takes his stand at such a distance that the whole work can be surveyed 
at once; he sweeps over the whole ground again and again, and yet again; at first 
with imperfect grasp and a sense of much that is passed over unexplained, yet with 
each repetition finding more and more resolve into the common unity, while from 
first to last he has been kee_ping firm hold of that foundation element of true thorough
ness which we call perspective. Undoubtedly the best scholarship will keep side by 
side the exegesis of perspective and the exegesis of detail: but in the present condition 
of biblical study, in which concentration on 'verses' has almost smothered perception 
of literary 'works,' there is no question that it is the rapid survey of whole books that 
needs emphasising. And an editor who would assist this must not shirk the respon
sibility of di\'iding up a!(ain the writings of Scripture into their true structural parts. 

The application of this principle to the present case seems to follow naturally from 
what has already been said. St. John's work is a gospel: accordingly, like the other 
gospels, it wlll be made up of the Acts and Sayings of Jesus. But its prologue has 
set forth a very special purpose for the narrative: the support of a theological position. 
In accordance with this we find, as a fact, that the' Acts' of Jesus become in St. John's 
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narrative 'Signs,' and the 'Sayings' arc 11ll of Lhe nature of 'Witness.' From this 
point of view the work falls into natural divisions: seven incidents constitute the Earlier 
Signs and Witness of Jesus, seven more his Signs and Witness to the Jews; four divi
sions comprise the Signs and Witness among his own Disciples, and the three phase., 
of the final Passion and Resurrection history may again be treated as Signs and Witness. 

The word 'sign' is of great importance in the history of prophecy. In its widl'sl 
significance it is applied to the symbolical action which the prophet makes a starlin~ 
point for his spiritual discourse. But often such prophetic emblems are acts of super
natural power, like the 'signs' which Moses wrought before Pharaoh; these 'sig11s 
of the prophet' are not only emblematical texts for his discourse, but also credenti:d' 
of his Divine commission. As the history of prophecy progresses there is a tenden<"y 
to exalt the latter conception of the sign as against the former, until the miracles of 
Elisha seem, in the narrative of The Kings, to be no more than wonders, and Jesus 
(in the other gospels) complains of an evil and adulterous generation that seeketh a 
sign. In St. John the usual names for what we call 'miracles' almost entirely disap
pear, and we read only of signs: it is in the spirit of the prologue that even the miracu
lous should be valued only for the spiritual revelation underlying it. The act of Jesus 
which might appear most like a mere wonder - the turning of the water into wine -
is at once connected by the evangelist with the thought of the prologue: This beginning 
of his signs did J ems ... and manifested his glory. The miracle cf healing at the 
pool of Bethesda attracts no note as a miracle: it is only the circumstance that Lhc 
deed was done on the sabbath that makes it the foundation of discourse. Still more 
suggeslive is the incident that follows. Jesus feeds a multi'.ude with a few loaves, 
and walks upon the sea; the latter action is just as much 'miraculous' as the former: 
yet Jesus passes over unnoticed the wondering inquiry of the multitude as to the cross
ing the sea, and fastens attention only on the other miracle in which was latent the 
spiritual meaning of the bread that came down from heaven. He heals the man liorn1 
blind wilh the words, I am the light of the world; he raises Lazarus in token that he is 
himself the resurrection and the life. The old prophets, amongst their emblem texts, 
would sometimes use a spoken parable instead of a symbolic action: it is noticealile 
that the only two parables of Jesus in St. John's Gospel, the parable of the Good 
Shepherd and of the Vine, are treated precisely like the miraculous signs, and made Lhc: 
starting point of spiritual discourses. The simple act of washing the disciples' feel' 
is in the same way treated as a sign; while the concluding words of the gospel apply>' i 
this same term to the appearances of Jesus after his resurrection, implying how each 

1 

is significant of highest verity. In the other gospels the whole life of Jesus appears I 

occupied with wonder working: St. John selects only such wonders as are spiritual 
signs. I 

The other leading thread running through this gospel is such presentation of inci· i 

dents as will render them so much 'witness' to the doctrine of the p~ologue. It is 'i 
interesting to note in what high sense the word 'witness' is used. John the Baptist' 
and other disciples recognise the messiahship of Jesus: bµt the witness of this inci- i 
dent does not, to our author, lie in this testimony- for Jesus receives not wilne~ I 

from men. It lies in the signs from heaven of which the Baptist speaks, and C\'l'll ! 

more in the high claims with which Jesus himself meets those who approach him. The i 

cleansing of the temple is witness because it is "his Father's house" tbat Jesus thm-1 
purifies; again, because of the enigmatic references to the future which here and cbe I 

where are spoken, and which wi;J be stamped with the evidence of iulfilled propheq ·I 
hereafter. In the conversation with Nicodemus the very words of the prologue an j 

spoken by Jesus of himself. Tbe incident of the Samaritan woman is witness, no· ! 
because of the s~perhuma~ knowledge displayed by the Master, nor be~ause of th< II 

acceptances of him as 'Saviour of the world,' but through the formal claims of Jesu: · 
himself to the name of Messiah; still more, in view of his joyful recognition at the clos"I 
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that the work committed to him by the Father was being accomplished. Rebuked 
for healing on the sabbath Jesus claims authority equal to that of the sabbath's 
founder; when his enemies see in him an approach to the supreme presumption of 
likening himself to Abraham, he replies, Bcfrtre Abraham was I am. IL is clear that 
the climax of witness, as St. John conceives the idea, is reached where the Master is 
alone with his disciples after the traitor has withdrawn, and thus unfettered by any 
clement of opposition he pours out fully to them the truth as lo the Father, and as to 
that Spirit to be gi,·en hereafter in order to make the witness yet more complete. 

But while such support of the prologue by signs and witness is the dominant pur
pose of ewry single section, it must not be supposed that th fourth gospel is a theo
logical ar1:,'1.1ment. The purpose which appears most upon the surface is that of nar
rative. Compared ,.,·ith the other evangelists, if some of these are more particularly 
graphic in their descriptions, St. John leaws an impression that may be called dra
matic. It is not Yivid details of incident that distinguish him as an historian, so much 
as whole characters, situations, phases of mowmellt. The personalities of Nicode
mus, of the Samaritan woman, of St. John the Baptist, of the man born blinrl, of Mary 
and :'lfartha, st~nd out clear as we read. The swaying multitude, fluctuating through 
the feast of Tabernacles between scepticism and excited homage; the officers unable 
to arrest for \Try imprcssiYeness of their prisoner's words, the furious prie~ls and Phari
sees, the solitary mice of protest in the coundl itself; the sudden appea'rances of the 
\laster t'' ans\\"cr unspoken doubts, his mysterious departures in the teeth of attempts 
to arrest or stone; the joyous spectacle of the water pourerl out amid trumpet tones 
and merry rlanc,·s, in memory of the miraculous stream of the desert, suddenly awed 
by a more majestic presence turning the lesson of the rite to his own high claims; 
the brilliant illumination of the temple courts suddenly made a background to one 
who cries, I am /he light~( /he world: all this moYement of incident makes the Feast 
of Tabernacles as we here read it an act in a drama. Not less dramatic is the sudden 
sense of treachery among friends which seems to oYcrpower the :!\faster in the Last 
Supper, until amid a hush of expectation Judas has retired, and the words It was 
niglrl transport us to the perfect peace of the last farewell. Perhaps most dramatic 
of all is the appearance before Pilate, as St. John moulds the incident. On the one 
side we ha,·e priests and rulers nerrnusly pressing to get their dangerous enterprise 
finished in order that they may keep the feast after all; on the other hand, Jesus 
stands wrapped in a silent snerity that will ofTer no defence in an insincere trial. To 
these is added Lhc Roman, embodiment only of material power that knows no spiritual 
world. Pilate seems divided, between gross desire lo insult the despised Jewish peo
ple, and rude rerngnition of a majesty he cannot understanrl in the solitary figure be
fore him. Now h~ makes attempts to release the prisoner; now he has the man 
whom he would release as innocent scourged and crowned in order to give point to 
his scorn, Behold your King! shall I crucify your King? The Jewish rulers become 
more and more eager, for it is the sixth hour on this day of Preparation; and dan
i;erous references to Cxsar force Pilate to giYe the accusers their will. But to the last 
he is true to his scorn, and over the cross of shame he inscribes King of the Jews, 
and will not be persuaded lo alter it. It is in the middl~ of this incident that the most 
rlramatic point is reached. The judge's question, Art thou the King of the Jews? 
seems to chime with something in the inner thoughts of the prisoner. At first Pilate's 
answer when Jesus makes reply shows how little was implied in the former inquiry, 
and Jesus simply explains to the Roman that his kingdom is not of the world his judge 
understanrls. But ,,-hen the forlorn majesty of the persecuted Master draws the re
joinder, Art thou a king? then the chord that has been stirred in the heart of Jesus 
Yi~rates in rini;ing tones: Pilate has indeed spoken the word; a KING he is, born to 
this very end, to bear witness to the truth, while all that are of the truth become his 
subjects. It is but a moment's flash of spiritual witness: Pilate's What is truth? 
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brings back the commonplace darkness of the world that is outside, and the severe 
silence is resumed. 

It may be added that when the gospel has been brought to a formal conclusion 
with what is a"reiteration of the purpose laid down in the prologue - These [signs] 
are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believ
ing ye may have life in his name - there is added yet another incident by way of epi
Jogue, an incident of quite a different kind to the rest. It is no more than a personal 
reminiscence. One of the appearances of the risen Jesus to his disciples is related; 
and the incident ends with the retirement of the Master and Peter. But 'the disciple 
whom Jesus loved' appears inclined to follow, and when Peter inquires about him th~ 
l\faster answers: If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? The narrati,·c 
proceeds to the simple explanation that the phrase tarry till I come had given rise to 
an idea that this disciple was destined not to die: the writer points out that the words 
of the Master had no such significance. At this point an anonymous commentator 
has added this reflection: This is the disciple which beareth witness of these things, 
and wrote these things: and we know that his witness is true. The reflection is one 
that might occur to any reader: its purport is merely to identify the hero of the inci
dent just related, and consequently 'the disciple whom Jesus loved,' with the author 
of the whole book to which this is epilogue: such identification, the note proceeds 
to say, is authority enough for accepting the truth of the book. 

St. John's Revelation 

The Revelation is to be described as a rhapsody: and the best preparation for its 
study is to read the Isaiahan rhapsody of Zion Redeemed, or Isaiah's Vision of Judge
ment; or the rhapsodies of Amos, of Joel, of Habakkuk; or, what is closer still, the 
Visions of Zechariah. Such rhapsodies exhibit the fusion of all literary forms to
gether, now one form predominating, now another. In the present case there is 
approximation to the epic in the flow of narrative, broken by little dialogue; there is 
none the less an approach to dramatic form in the linked succession of visions, which 
follow like the acts of a drama. It is most important however in interpreting to dis
card all idea of succession in time as separating these visions. Like the sections of 
Zion Redeemed each part is complete in itself, and covers the whole field; like the sec
tions of Isaiah's Vision of Judgement the succession of parts may suggest graduation 
of intensity, and a new vision may be the climax of that which h2s preceded. 

Of what nature is the matter presented to us in this chain of visions? The word 
'Revelation' is to describe it. The dwarfed sense of the word 'prophecy' in modern 
speech leads most readers (and interpreters) to fasten upon a revelation of the secrets 
,1f the future. But 81d Testament history and prophecy make prominent another 
kind of revelation - the unveiling of the ideal, as when the pattern of things sacred 
was unfolded to Moses in the mount. With both these conceptions of 'revelation' 
the present work is in harmony. But the title has a fuller meaning yet, that is best 
conveyed by a phrase of the book itself, one which sums up the spirit of the "·hole in 
a single clause: The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. That the whole 
mystery of Divine dispensations finds its meaning in the sacrificial work of' the Lamb' 
that was slain, this is the 'revelation' in which past and future, history and ideal, are 
harmonised. Hence it is that in this series of symbolic visions the symbolism is that 
of the old prophets, revived, imbued with new meaning; symbol is linked with sym
bol, and separate jewels of Old Testament imagination concentrated in diadems of 
light, to make adornment for this final outpouring of the prophetic spirit. The very 
structure of the poem seems to adapt itself to this one thought. In a form that exactly 
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corresponds with the structure of Joel's rhapsody, the seven visions of St. John's 
Rnelation seem in their line of succession to trace the figure of an arch, the keystone 
of this arch, or foundation of the whole structure, being the master thought of the 
prophecy. 

I. The Sealed Book and 
the Lamb 

II. The Powers of Judge
ment 

III. The Seven Trumpets: 
Judgement Imperfect 
and the Mystery of 
Prophecy 

VII. The Lamb's Bride, 
the New Jeru
salem 

VI. The Word of God 
and the Thrones of 
Judgement 

V. The Seven Golden bowls: 
Judgement Consum
mated and the Mystery 
of Babylon 

JV. SALVATION: THE KINGDOM OF 
THE WORLD BECOMING THE 

KINGDOM OF CHRIST 

From this central vision the symmetry of the whole succession of visions becomes 
clear; towards this centre the half solved mysteries of the earlier sections are pointing, 
from this as a foundation the later visions build up climax upon climax. 

The Prologue is a flash of the glory that is to come. There is a theophany, vivid 
enough to recall the visions of Daniel, and charges to each of the seven churches of 
Asia. The form of this prologue takes us back to the rhapsody of Amos, where 
dooms are spoken to the seven nations with the same combination of recurrent formu-
1~ and indi\·idual addresses. These opening and closing forms of speech, the one 
describing afresh each time the Divine speaker, the other enumerating the blessings 
that arc promised, in their terms echo the symbols of the fuller revelation to which they 
arc the prelude. 

For the Revelation itself the apostle is, like Ezekiel, caught up in the Spirit into 
heawn. What Ezekiel saw in its moving radiancy is now unveiled in full splendour 
of repose: the Throne of Deity, rising out of the nystallinc sea; around it lesser 
gradations of power - elders grouped round the Ancient of Days; life in its ordered 
forms and variety admitted within the circle: the whole is one ceaseless round of 
adoration, stretching from past to future eternities. The vision modifies itself to the 
seer's eye as a Book is seen in the hands of him who sits upon the throne, sealed with 
seven seals. \\'ith the intensity of dream emotion the seer weeps that none is able to 
unloose the seals of mystery, and a comforting voice announces that the 'Lion of the 
tribe of Judah' hath overcome to open the book. \\"bile the vision has thus grown 
into one strain of expectation there appears, no lion's form, but 'a Lamb standing as 
though it had been slain': and at once the imagery of the Isaiahan rhapsody, with the 
Baptist's application of it, comes rushing to our thoughts. The moment the Book 
has been taken from the hands of Deity the symphony of universal adoration becomes 
transferred to the Lamb; and with it there mingles suggestively a symbol not before 
seen, 'golden bowls full of incense, which arc the prayers of the saints.' These final 
triumph tones leave us looking to the next vision (or the unsealing of the whole 
mystery of God. 

In this Second Vision the seven seals one hy one arc opened; and yet we are only 
carried forward on a further stage of expectation, pointing to what is still to come. 
""ith the opening of four seals, under symbolism that mingles the mystic horses of 
?'.echariah with Jeremiah's fourfold types of doom, there appear Powers of Judgment, 
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granted authority to act, yet not at present seen in action. With the fifth seal, the 
souls under the altar cry (as in Zechariah) for judgment, and are comforted with 
·words of patience. The opening of the sixth seal masses together all the heralding 
woes of prophetic judgment into one single horror, and the Day of Wrath is actually 
breaking. Then judgment is restrained: as in Ezekiel's vision of the figure with a 
writer's inkhorn, so here forces of destruction are held back until the servants of God 
can be scaled on their foreheads. In orderly enumeration, as of the old ritual, we have 
the sealing of twelve times twelve thousand from the tribes of Israel: then, beyond 
all power of computation, breaks upon us the vision of the multitude out of every na
tion and kindred and tribe, arrayed in white robes and with palms of victory, while 
the harmonious phrases and exquisite imagery of the Isaiahan rhapsody link these 
with Jehovah's exiles guarded on their homeward march to Zion. Now only may 
come the opening of the seventh seal. At once heaven resolves into a great silence of 
expectation: the angels of the next vision stand ready with their golden trumpets, 
but there is no movement, save the incense prayers of the saints, ever going up before 
God. 

With the trumpets of the Third Vision judgment begins to move on its course. 
Hitherto judgment has been seen in the ordinary course of things- war, captivity, 
famine, death: we now pass into the region of miracle. The symbolism recalls the 
plagues of Egypt, mingled with conceptions from Isaiah and Jeremiah. With four 
soundings judgment is descending from above: yet it is but the 'third part' of earth, 
sea, rivers, sun and stars, that is smitten. A solitary cry of woe reminds that three 
soundings are still to come. At the fifth sounding judgment breaks out from beneath, 
and Joel's mystic locust hosts enhance their powers of torment: yet they are bidden 
to torment and not to kill. But this is only one of the later woes: two are yet to come. 
The sixth trumpet sounds, and powers of judgment are loosed at Euphrates (mystic 
centre of the earth), and pass down the four winds: but these also are to slay only the 
third part of men. Judgment thus imperfect seems lo be reaching its climax when the 
'strong angel,' crowned with heaven's radiance, stands on earth and sea, and cries 
with a 'great voice,' while not trumpets but the seven thunders utter their voices in 
unison. But, mysteriously, judgment is to be sealed up, and what the seven thundcrn 
have uttered is not to be known, though already the angel has proclaimed that at the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet' is finished the mystery of God, according to the good 
tidings which he declared to his servants the prophets.' Something of this gospel of 
all prophecy is vouchsafed to us who follow the vision, as the seer receives (after the 
fashion of Ezekiel) the little book that is sweet in.the mouth and bitter in the belly, 
and is bidden to prophesy. \Yhat follows brings together Zechariah's symbols of 
the supreme powers of the old dispensation, suggestions of prophetic marvels like 
those of Elijah, martyrdom in the streets of that" Jerusalem which killeth the proph
ets," a coming to life such as recalls Ezekiel's vision of dry bones, ascent to heaYen in 
triumph like Elijah's. It is borne upon us how this third vision, with its restraints 
of judgment, is wrapped up with the imperfect glory of the law and prophets, and the 
worthies who without those who were to come could not be made perfect. At this 
point sounds the seventh trumpet, and all heaven shouts the master thought of the 
whole Revelation: 'THE KINGDOM OF THE WORLD IS BEC01IE THE KINGDOM OF OUll 

LORD, A.:-ID OF ms CHRIST.' The central Vision is ushered in, and the Mystery of 
·Prophecy is to re unsealed in Christ. 

So in this Fourth Vision the whole mystery of Goel is for the first time to be pre· 
sented in its fulness. Isaiah's 'sign' of the virgin with child, and the Serpent of Gene
sis, unite their symbolism in magnified form to body forth the foundation and origin 
of this world contest. Again, Michael and his angels wage war in heaven against 
the Dragon and his angels; when the latter are cast to earth the whole contest is pre
sented as when St. Paul saw it as a contest not against flesh and blood, but against 
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I the principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against 
I the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. The contest is next seen a 
:conflict of temptation on earth where the Dragon wars with the woman and her 
!seed. Concentration of worldly power against the truth is symbolised in such mon
istrous form as Daniel's visionary Beast rising out of the sea to war with the saints. 
IYet another phase of the world-wide conflict is darkly shadowed by another mon-
1strous form, partaking alike in emblems of the Lamb and of the Beast: Lome spirit
! ualisation of the world influence more deadly than brute force- a beast-like' prophet' 
: of the Beast. Only at the sixth phase of this vision does there appear what has been 
present from first to last, the Followers of the Lamb arrayed for war, with the names 
of the Lamb and of the Father on their foreheads. We are held in suspense by a 
threefold mice of expectancy, and then the climax comes. The cloud appears, and 
one like unto a son of man sitting upon it. Joel's symbols of the sickle cast to earth, 
and the terrible harvest that follows, portray the contest: but Joel's imagery is in
sufficient, and further touches from Isaiah give suggestions of treading the wine
press, of rivers of blood reaching to the bridles of the horses. The glassy sea flushes 
with the hue of victory, and the triumphant hosts unite in the 'Song of l\loses and of 
the Lamb'- the first Sah·ation of God's chosen people at the Red Sea grown into 
the final SalYation for all worshipping nations. 

If succession in time, and not symmetry of thought, were the binding link of the 
rhapsody, this ought to be the close. As it is, the Fifth Vision appears as the parallel 
of the third: the prophetic symbol of the Bowl, or 'Cup of the Lord's Fury,' replaces 
the prophetic symbol of the Trump of Doom. But in place of imperfection we see 
jndgmenl consummated, now that the foundation mystery has been unveiled. Again 
we ha\·e the symbolism of the plagues of Egypt, \'8ried and intensified; again we have 
judgment successiYely abow, beneath, at the central Euphrates. With the pouring 
out of the se,·enth bowl are heard the words, It is finished: the whole mystery of God, 
which each Yision in its own way is unfolding, here is proclaimed as the mysterr of 
BADYLO~. l'nder that name detail after detail shows to he presented the actual 
Babylon of history, chief aim of Old Testament Doom Songs; equally under this 
name is seen portrayed mercantile Tyre, and c\·err other citr or empire which in its 
day has been a centre of the contest between the powers of the world and God. 

As the fifth with the third, so the Sixth Vision is parallel with the second: there 
judgment was but potential, here it is seen enthroned. Other phases of the Divine 
dispensations have appeared, but the supreme thought is yet to be presented: that 
this world triumph is achieved by the Word of God alone, all other powers being but 
the instruments he uses. In this vision therefore we see but one white horse; he that 
rides upon it is named Faithful and True, \\'ord of God, King of kings and Lord of 
lords: ret another name is known by none but himself. In rapid sequence the 
powers displayed in the former visions are conquerecl and bound: we ba,·e the First 
Resurrection, and millennial triumph of the faithful with their Christ. Then Satan 
is again loosed for a space, and a place is found for Ezekiel's far distant vision of Lhe 
War of Gog and Magog. At length we have the great white throne, ancl the final 
judgment; Death and Hell are cast into the lake of fire: this is the second cleath. 

The opening vision displayed the essential calm of Deity, before any disturbing 
ripple of mystery that craves solution had yet appearecl before us. In the Scwnth 
Vision there is a return to this repose, in a new heaven and earth, and all things made 
new: that peace which in Old Testament rhapsodies lies on the other side of judg
ment. The New Jerusalem of Ezekiel, with its perfect symmetries, makes symbolic 
framework for the commonwealth of God's redeemed servants; more altracti\e 
symbols still, drawn from the Isaiahan rhapsody, present the glories of precious 
stones and the Bride aclomed for her husband. There is a return to Ezekiel in the 
river of the water of life, with its fruit trees and leaves for the healing of the nations. 
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The last touch of symbolism in the whole book brings back the earliest symbol of 
Genesis: the Tree of Life is restored, and the Saints shall reign for ever and ever. 

By many interpreters the question is pressed, What has all this meant? What 
is the exact significance of the Seven Seals? What the historic reference in the pour 
ing out from the Seven Golden Bowls? To me such questionings seem to miss the 
spirit of the whole hook. These symbols, in the movement of the vision, have ad
vanced only to efface themselves, and point backward or forward to the central key 
of all mystery. This order of thought we have had in the Old Testament. When 
Elijah is standing in rapt expectancy at the Cave of Horeb, it is told how a great 
and strong wind rent the mountains and brake in pieces the rocks, but the Lord was 
not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire: then 
came the ·still small voice, and with the voice the revelation. In the present climax 
it is no still small voice, but the shout of all heaven's voices that proclaim the revelation 
of the kingdom of the world as the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. And when 
we descend from the lofty height of vision to the plain of ordinary life through the 
Seven Last Words, the fourth and central word repeats the same master thought: 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 
the end. 

I have only sketched the movement of thought which is felt through this vision 
of unfolding visions. I cannot speak here of the many harmonies and contrasts, 
and intricate suggestions of symbolism, which play around the leading ideas."' I ha,·e 
endeavoured to give help towards these in my notes; no exhaustive treatment, but 
one that attempts some measure of fulness. For one whose task has been to eclit 
successively for literary purposes all the books of the Bible it is natural to close the 
introduction to the present work with this reflection: that this final outpouring of 
prophecy is one that gathers symbolism from all over the field of biblical literature in 
order to illuminate the thought which is conceived as making that literature a single 
unity. 

*In reference to a hook in which the ordinary reader needs so much assistance I may sur,gC"st 
as helps (the late) Professor Milligan's Revelation (in the Expositor's Bible), and Canon T. L. 
Scott's Vis ions oj the Apocalypse (the Donnellan Lee lures for 1891-92: London: Skeffington 
and Son).-While the purpose of these works is necessarily theological, I mention them because: 
they appear to me specially strong in literary analysis. The latter author has also publisheU in 
pamphlet form a Paragraph Version oj the Apocalypse (Dublin: Hodges, Figgis and Co.). 
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GENERAL NOTES 

Metrical System of Biblical Verse 

Literary Sig1tifica1tce of Metre 

I~ this note I explain the metrical system of biblical verse followed in the Modern 
Reader's Bible. Assistance in this matter is given in the detailed notes to particular poems: 
the present note deals with general principles. And I would suggest that Lhe most general 
reader, hy gi\·ing some attention to the µrinciples of metre, can immensely enhance his 
appreciation of Lhe force, and often of the interpretation, of poetry.* 

The literary significance of metre is a thing quite distinct from the principles revealed 
when verse is analysed from the linguistic point of view. The distinctions of rhythms 
and mPtres. their feet and other component parts, their possible modifications and laws 
of recurrence, all these he long to prosody; only a very small part of all this has any connec
tion with literaturg. The distinction I have in mind may perhaps be expressed most sim
ply by saying that the literary student is concerned, not with metres, but with metrical 
variations. He must be sensitive to transitions between one metrical style and another; 
but he need not seek to associate a particular literary significance with a particular metre. 

To a limited extent indeed this last may be done. In Greek Comedy the scholar 
is aware that anap.,sts have ·an association with (mock) grandeur, and the long iambic 
lines arc devoted lo ribald satire. In the Peace of Aristophanes trochaic measures are used 
quite as a !cit-motif to accompany the presence of the country party. Similarly in the poem 
of Job it "·ill be found that Job and Elihu employ a much greater variety of different metres 
than the three Friends: a difference entirely in accord with the contrast between the staid 
insistence upon orthodoxy of the one party, and the passionate strength of Job, or the youth
ful fen·our of bis last critic. It is curious, moreover, that introversion appears nowhere 
hut in the speeches of Job; while by Elihu alone is used a special :·hythm which will be 
described below under the name Augmenting Alternation, and which is cx<juisitely expres
sive of the position of the speaker at the parlicular point of the argument. 

But this association of a particular metre with a particular meaning is an exceptional 
thing. The principle which is found to run through dramatic literature in various languages 
is that a change from one metrical style to another always reflects a change in the spirit 
or tone of the scene. \\"hether the reader is occupied with the sustained anapa?sts and 
strophic passages of Greek Tragedy, or with the anapa·s\s and trochees of a parabasis in 
Greek Comedy, or with the distribution of trochees and iambic verse in Latin Comedy, 
abo,·e all when he is appreciating the delicate use of verse and prose in the plays of Shake
speare, he will find that a transition from a passage in which one metre has been predominat
ing to a passage in which another metre is to rule means a change of thought, as clearly 
as when the reader of a printed book comes upon a new chapter with a fresh title. t In the 
Book of Job this usage is so fundamental that it makes the basis on which the whole can be 
analysed: the changes of metre tally with the stages in the argument. I have accordingly 
arranged the poem on this principle. 

\\"hen minuti;e of form like those here reviewed are under discussion, an objection often 
forms itself in the mind of readers unaccustomed to such studies: Can a writer of an im
passioned poem be supposed to have burdened himself with such mechanical arrangements 
as are thus sugo;cstcd? The answer is that nothing of the kind is lo be supposed. Con
sdous planning of metres or other formal devi.ces arc for learners in the art of poetry; 
tr.c poets of Job and The Psalms are credited onlv with an ex<juisite sense of symmetry as 
part of their poetic e<juipmcnt. The more exalted the strain, the more will it fall of its own 
accord into s1·mmelries which the cold analvsis of criticism can measure and classify. In 
any case, whalever may be the mental pro.ccss of poetic composition, this can make no 

*Appendix III to my Literary St11d7 of the Bible [D. C. Heath & Co., Boston and London] 
contains a formal discussion of this sub1ect . 

t The whole matter is discussed in my Ancient Classical Drama and Shakespeare as a Dra
matic Artist [Oxford Univusity Press]: see Index under' Metre,' •Metrical Variations.' 
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dilTerence to that which is a matter of fact, - the forms which can actually be traced in 
what is produced. 

Parallelism the Basis of Biblical Verse 

The verse system here followed is based upon the parallelism of clauses. In Greek 
and Latin .what constitutes verse is a succession of syllables of varying quantity; in Old 
English it was alliteration, in modern English it is number of syllables and rhyme that con
stitute verse. In the Bible, what makes a ' verse ' is not any particular number or quality 
of syllabics, but the parallelism of two or more clauses: 

Why do the nations rage? 
And the peoples imagine a vain thing? 

The parallelism of which this is the simplest form can be extended to an u.iinite com
plexity, the parallelism connecting together not only contiguous lines, but also masses 
of verse widely separated from one another. 

It is to be observed that the word' metre' is used in two different senses. In the broader 
usage it is almost the equivalent of rhythm in general; in the more particular sense it de
scribes certain kinds of rhythm, especially that depending upon feet and syllables. I 
use the word in this work in the broad sense, which will include a system founded on paral
lelism. At the present time it is a subject of discussion among Hcbraists whether the Bible 
in the original has not a metrical system in the other sense; and strophic arrangements of 
portions of Bible poetry are olTered, which will be found to oe very different from those in 
the present work. I allude to this subject only to point out that the results of such discus
sion cannot affect the arrangement offered here. The other metrical arrangement belongs 
to the original Hebrew, and has not been followed in the received translations. But par
allelism of clauses is independent of particular languages, and appears in any adequate 
translation. Nor is there anything strange in the idea that the same poetry should admit 
of more than one metrical system. To illustrate I append a stanza of Spenser's Fairy 
Queen. 

Wrath, jealousy, grief, love, do thus expell: 
Wrath is a fire; and jealousy a W2ed; 
Grief is a flood; and love a monster fell; 
The fire of sparks, the weed of little seed, 
The flood of drops, the monster filth did breed: 
But sparks, seed, drops, and filth, do thus delay; 
The spar ks soon quench, the springing seed oulweed, 
The drops dry up, and filth wipe clean away: 

So shall wrath jealousy, grief, love, die and decay. 

Now this is printed so as to represent the rhyme and metrical feet of the passage, these 
being the basis of modern English verse. But this particular passage is full of paralleli~m 
and antithesis, and it is perfectly possible, disregarding rhyme and syllabic metre, to pnnt 
the passage on a basis of clause parallelism. 

Wrath, jealousy, grief, love, do thus expell: 
Wrath is a fire; 

And jealousy a weed; 
Grief is a flood; 

And love a monster fell; 
The fire of sparks, 

The weed of little seed, 
The flood of drops, 

The monster filth did breed; 
Bui sparks, seed, drops, and filth, do thus delay; 

The sparks soon quench, 
The springing seed oulweed, 
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The drops dry up, 
And filth wipe clea.n away: 

So shall wrath, jealousy, grief, love, die and decay. 

Thus both the metrical svstem of feet and the metrical system of parallelism apply to the 
same passage; they are not inconsistent with one another; and either, displayed by print
ing to the eye, assists the reader to the rhythmic heart of the poetry. 

General Principles of Biblical Metre 

It is necessary to distinguish Similar and Dissimilar Parallelism. The first obtains 
where, in a given sequence, all the lines are parallel with one another. 

Yet lie commanded the skies above, 
A mt opeued the doors of heaven; 
And he rained down ma1111a upon them to eat, 
A 11d gat•c them of the corn of heaven. 
Ma11 did eat the bread of the mighty: 
He smt them meat to tire full. 

Dissimilar Parallelism implies that particular lines adhere together with a bond that is 
closer than the bond which unites them all into a sequence. 

The LORD is my light a11d my salvation; 
Whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the strmgth of my life; 
Of whom shall I be afraid? 

This passage is obdously a single sequence; and yet the third line is closely parallel with 
the first, the fourth with the second. In the next example it is clear that the first two 
lines arc bound together, and again the last seven: - · 

ls tire rii;hteo11s11ess ye should speak dumb? 
Do ye judge ttprii;htly tire sons of men? 

Yea, in your heart ye work wickedness; 
Ye a•eigh out the vioknce of your hands in the earth. 
Tire wicked are estrani;ed from the womb: 
Tirey go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 
Their poison is like tire poison of a serpent: 
Tirey are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; 
Which hearkeneth not to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely. 

Yet that the whole makes one sequence is clear from the fact that this same dissimilar 
parallelism of 2 and 7 is reproduced in the stanza that immediately follows the above (in 
psalm !viii). 

Break their teeth, 0 God, in their mouth: 
Break ozd tire great teeth of tire young lions, 0 LORD. 

Let them melt away as water that rn11neth apace: 
Wiren Ire aimeth his arrcr.vs, let them be as though they were cut off. 
Let them be as a snail which melteth and passeth away: 
Like the untimely birth of a woman, that hath not see1' tire sun. 
Before your pots can feel the thorns, 
He shall take them away as a whirlwind, 
Tile green a11<l the burning alike. 

The term Variation may be applied to the effect by which, in a series of sequences 
otherwise parallel, the dissimilar parallelism is difTerently distributed. Thus the stanzas 
of psalm cxliii are all quatrains, but (see the psalm on page 86cj) three difierent arrange
m<·nts of.the lines in the stanzas can be traced, viz., aabb, abab, abba. Similarly with the 
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sonnet on Wisdom and Perversity (page 906) the two first sections have each six lines in the 
proportion of -ia + 2b; but the first runs abaaab, the other ababaa. Such variation is not so 
mechanical a thing as might at first be thought; it is used for example with great effect in 
the strophe and antislrophe of The Two Paths (page 907). . 

Coming to particular figures of parallelism we may note three different sources of 
metrical rhythm in biblical poetry, which have contributed three different metrical 
~nits. . ( 1) The Traditio~al poetry preserved in the histor.ical books is for the most part 
m ' Antique Rhythm,' whJCh seems to be based upon a umt that may be called a strain. 
This consists of a couplet, either line of which may be strengthened by an additional line, 
but not both. 

Strive thou, 0 LORD, with them that strive with me: 
Fight thou against them that fight against me. 

Take hold of shield and buckler and stand up for mine help: 
Draw out also the spear and stop the way against them that pursue me: 

Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 

Let destruction come upon him at unawares; 
And let his net that he hath hid catch himself; 
Into that very destruction let him fall. 

All three are 'strains': the first is a simple couplet; the second is a couplet with the first 
line strengthened; the third has the second line strengthened. The elasticity of the strain 
has a special fitness for extemporisation, which figures largely in Traditional poetry. 1 t 
is very important for the appreciation of biblical lyrics to accustom the mind to this idea of 
an elastic unit. \Vhen once this idea is grasped it becomes easy to sec, for example, that 
the two divisions of psalm iii are perfectly symmetrical, although one contains eight Jines, 
the other nine: as printed on pages 748--<) it is obvious to the eye that each portion is made 
up of four strains. Similarly in the more elaborate rhythm of psalm vii the first and third 
sections arc symmetrical, though one has four, the other six lines: each~contains just two 
of these ' strains.' 

(2) Wisdom literature is founded on the proverb, which is a couplet (rarely a triplet) 
of parallel lines: this contributes as a unit the couplet, and aggregates couplets ill to 
stanzas. 

(3) Dancing with musical accompaniment is a leading feature in primitive poetry: 
the intricate involutions of the dance reflect themselves in similar involutions of metre, 
especially by means of antiphony (different singers answering one another), and 
antistrophic effect (portions of a poem answering one another apart from dif
ference of performers). A glance at Deborah's Song (pages 223-5) will show to what 
minuteness these effects can be carried. Thus from the dance we get the single line 
(i.e. half a parallel) as a unit, and the aggregation of lines into strophes. All these divisions 
of poetry exercise an influence upon one another: in the psalms all three units obtain -
the strain, the couplet, and the single line. 

Three main tyres of structure may be distinguished. The first is Stanza Structure. 
Stanzas founded upon the strain as a unit may be illustrated from psalms vi, xxii, lxnii: 
the first has three stanzas of three strains, the second has three of eleven strains; the third 
has seven stanzas of three strains. Stanzas founded on the couplet unit are very com
mon; especially the Quatrain (xii, xiii, xxviii, xxxii, xxxvii, Jxi, lxiv, cxx, ex.xi, c~.\ii, 
cxxiii, cxxix, cxliii). Psalm xiv ( = !iii) is in triplets. Sextets are found in psahm 
xlviii, lxxvi, lxxxvii, cxlii. A longer stanza of eight couplets distinguishes the acrostic 
psalm cxix. Psalm cxlv is in acrostic couplets. 

A great rhythmic effect is produced by Mixed Stanzas. The companion psalms ciii. 
civ (see page 8,)1) are cast in a common mould of stanzas of four and five (couplets 01 

strains). The first has stanzas of five at the beginning and end, changing to stanzas of fou1 
where the topic of the frailty of man comes in; similarly, the general view of nature in cil 
is expressed by stanzas of five, which change to stanzas of four to express the dependence o: 
all nature on God: the first form is renewed for the final burst of glory in nature. Tht 
elaborate Anthem of Judgment, made by psalms ix-x, is in quatrains, which change to sex· 
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tels at the two places where the tone of complaint comes in. In the companion psalms cxi, 
cxii, a se,tel is used for the conclusion, the rest of the poem being in quatrains. The dra
matic change from trouble to deliverance which distinguishes so many psalms is in psalm 
xxxi twice repeated: to vary this repetition triplets are substituted for quatrains. In lxxxiii 
the change from octets to se,tets seems to mark an intensification. Other examples. of 
mixed stanzas are psalms Ix, lxx:i, cviii, cxxxv. 

The efTect of Duplication is common in Wisdom poetry. A fine example is the Son
net on the S/ra 11gc 11' 0111<111 (p1tge 908): besides the introduction and conclusion this has four 
octet stanzas with the second of them duplicated. It will be seen that this duplication docs 
not merely impll· that the second stanza consists of sixteen lines instead of eight, but further 
that its dissimilar parallelism is one of 4 + 12, thus exactly duplicating the dissimilar par
allelism of the other stanzas, which in each case is 2 + 6. This e!Iect will be found to play 
a great part in the metrical scheme of Job. (See below.) 

Augmenting is distinct from Duplication, as implying a gradual increase of number of 
lines in successive stanzas. In the great monologue of Wisdom (pages 913-4), as the thought 
crescendoes the stanzas augment from four to fo·e, six, seven lines. Another example is 
the opening poem of Ecclesiastic1ts (page 956). It is interesting to note the contrasted effect 
of Diminution in psalm xliv (see note, page 1612). 

The Stanza Structure admits of introductions and conclusions outside the rhvthmic 
form of the stanzas themselves. Compare psalms xxvi, cxvi, cxxxviii. Sometimes the 
conclusions may be postscripts adapting the song to other uses (xiv, Ii, cxxviii, cxxx, cxxxi). 
From these may be distinguished the leads: a couplet or triplet leading off a theme which 
is then developed in stanzas: psalms xc, xciv, and the two portions of cxxxii are good exam
ples of this efTect. Other leads may be found in lxxw, ri, cxxxiii, cxliv; or the monologue 
on pages 91 r-4. 

To Stanza Structure naturally belongs the Refrain: though occasionally (compare 
psalms h·ii and xi) it is found in connection with antistrophic arrangement. The Refrain 
is a verse, or portion of a verse, which recurs in two or more successive stanzas. Typical 
examples are psalms xlvi and !xvii, though in each case the refrain has been omitted by 
ordinary versions in one of the places where it ought to occur. Psalm cxxxvi has a continu
ous refrain -

For his mercy endureth for ever -

after every line. In !xii, ex! we have initial refrains. Fine effects are produced by Double 
Refrains in psalms xcix and cvii. In the first case, each stanza is a sextet: the first and 
third consist each of five lines, completed by the short refrain -

Holy is He-

(this has been dropped by ordinary Yersions in the third stanza); the second and fourth 
have only three lines, brought to a proper length by the longer refrain-

Exalt ye the LORD our God, 
And worship at his footstool: 
Holy is He. 

In the m!'in body of psalm cvii each stanza brings fonvard a different type of sufferers: 
one refrain -

Then they crud unto the LORD in their trouble, 
And he delivered them out of their distresses -

with!' sequel verse represents the cry for help; the burst of thanksgiving is conveyed by the 
refrain-

0 tlwt ""'! would praise the LORD for his goodness, 
And for !tis wonderful works to the children of men-

which also has a sequel verse. This stanza structure is four times repeated. In some cases 
the refrain is varied (e.g. psalms xlix, lxxx, cxvi, cxliv). In the lament made by psalms 
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xiii-iii the words o~ the refrain are unchanged, but its rec~rrencc at the end of the changing 
stanzas seems to give the effect of hope gradually bccommg firmer and firmer. 

In Antistrophic Structure, the second of the three main typos, the stanzas run in 
pairs, strophe and antistrophe: the second of \he pair 'answers' its strophe, the answer
ing effect implying both rhythmic symmetry and (in biblical, though not in Greek lyrics) 
a certain degree of correspondence of thought. This antistrophic effect is familiar to 
most readers in Greek poetry, and was there an elkct of dance origin: the Chorus worked 
their way in a strophe fr<;>m the _centre to the end of the orchestra, and in the antistrophe 
worked back to the startmg pomt, reversing all movements. In Greek the relation of 
strophe and antistrophe is only rhythmic; in biblical Wisdom a r9lation of thought goes 
with the rhythmic relation: such Antistrophic may also be called Rhetoric structure. 
The structure admits of 'introductions' and' conclusions' of different rhythm. 

This type of structure is most marked where the unit is the single line, and Dissimilar 
Parallelism comes in. A good example is psalm 1: sec pages 786-7. After an introduction, 
presenting the visionary surroundings of the judgment that is to be pronounced, the Divine 
address to the' saints' makes a strophe, the address to the 'wicked' an antistrophe. It is 
easy to see that the two strophes correspond, not only in the num her of their lines (nine
teen), but also in the distribution of the dissimilar parallelism: there is first (three lines) 
an invocation, then (twelve lines) an argument, then (four lines) a solemn decree. Psalm 
xlix has an introduction and strophes of eighteen lines, each with a refrain and a paren
thesis (though, by 'variation,' the parenthesis appears at different points of the two 
sequences): the difference in the refrains shows that the strophe and antistrophe arc 
successive stages in the solution of a mystery. - For other examples compare psalms 
xxxvi, lviii. 

Simpler examples of antistrophic structure are (on units of strains) iii, xvi, xxiv, xxxviii, 
xiv, lxvi, lxxii, lxxv, lxxxii, xci, xcvii, cxxiv, cxxxix. Founded on the couplet unit arc the 
following: xxi, lvii, lxii, lxxxi, xcii, xciii, cxxvi. 

Where the antistrophic structure runs to more than a single strophe and antistrophc, 
certain elaborations come in. Antistrophic Alternation implies a succession in which each 
strophe is immediately followed by its antistrophe (the ,form aa', bb', cc'). Examples arc 
psalms xxx (which has the form 6, 6; 3, 3; 4, 4), and cxxxvii (the lines of which run aabaa 
for the first pair, aabbb for the second pair); psalms ii, xxxiv, xxxix, xi. The last has the 
form 6, 6; 4, 4; 5, 5; with parenthetic enlargement in the second pair, and refrains for 
the third pair. 

A second elaboration of antistrophic structure is Interlacing: a strophe is followed by 
a strophe of a different rhythm, then come the antistrophes to each. (The form is thus ab, 
a'b'.) A clear example is psalm ex: an oracle (in triplets) is followed by its glorious ful
filment (quatrains of longer lines): again an oracle, and a glorious fulfilment in correspond
ing rhythm. Compare also v, xix, !ix, xcix. Psalm vii is compound: its first part has in
terlacing strophes (2, J; 2, 3 in strains), its second part alternation (3, 3). 

Another elaboration is Inversion (or Introversion). Here a strophe is followed by a 
different strophe, but the antistrophe to the second precedes the antistrophe to the first 
strophe. (The form thus becomes ab, b'a'.) A fine example is psalm cxiv. Here all the 
strophes are quatrains, the difference is made by the attitude of thought in the four, which 
may be thus conveyed to the eye: 

A new conception of Deity! 
A II nature convulsed I 
Why all nature convulsed? 

At the new conception of Deity! 

Other examples are lxxix (in strains 4, 3; 3, 4), cxxvii (in lines 4, 3; 3, 4). The structure 
of psalm lxxiii is interesting: a trial of faith is developed in a strophe made up of three sex
tets, with a final quatrain as the faith almost gives way; for antistrophc the turn of thought 
opens with a quatrain, and the resulting triumph makes three sextets. Two compo_und 
psalms may be noted. The elaborate processional hymn of ]xviii has first a single pair ?f 
strophes, each made up of four quatrains; then inversion obtains, and we have the form (m 
lines) 10, 9; 9, IO. Psalm lxxiv has inversion first (5, 6; 6, 5 in lines), and then a smgle 
pair of sextets. For a remarkable example of inversion in \l\lisdom poetry see The House 
of Wisdom and the House of Folly on page 9r4. 
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From antistrophic must be distinguished the third type, or Strophic Structure: here 
the strophes have no correspondence of rhythmic form, but are merely divisions resting 
upon the thought of the poem, like the paragraphs of prose. Examples of this structure 
arc psalms i, iv, xviii, xx, xli, liv, lvi, cxviii, cxxv, cxxxiv. It is Lhe natural fonn for liturgies, 
in which each strophe represents a different mood of devotion (psalms xxv, lxv, lxxxvi). 
Psalm cxxx\·i givl's an example of Augmenting: the stanzas increase from four to five, six, 
SC\Tl1 couplcls, returning in the conclusion to four. This is a IIymn of Kational Rejoicing: 
it should be read with the converse Hymn of National Depression (psalm xliv), where (the 
rhythm being anti,trophir) there is a diminution from strophes of five lo strophes of four, 
1 hrcc, two coupkts. 

To Strophic Structure belongs the Pendulum. Rhythm so characteristic of Biblical 
,itcraturc, by which successive strophes alternate between one and another of two thoughts. 
This rhythm distin!(uishes two kindred psalms lxxviii and cvi (sec notes to -these): also 
the latter part of psalm cvii. It belongs also to the elaborate hymns and anthems which 
alternate between ejaculations of praise and development of matter for thanksgiving: 
the form may be trace<l by the eye through psalms xlvii, xcv-vi, xcviii, r, cxxxv, cxlvi-cl. 

In \\"isdom poetry it is antistrophic structure that is usually found in ccnneclion with 
the pen<lulum et1ccl so common in Biblical literature, by which a discourse ewings succes
si,·ely between one and the other of two related topics. A simple example is on page 902: 
the first strophe (of a single line) puts temptation, its antistrophe resistance; the next 
strophe (of nine lines) elaborates the idea of temptation, its antistrophc that of resistance. 
The structure may be expressed as I, I; 9, 9. A fine example is the middle part of the 
poem on page qo3. Here the thought S\\in~s between the obstinate sinners (in the strophes, 
indented to the right), and the avenging ""isdom (in the antistrophes, indented lo the left). 
The formula would be 5, 5; I, I; I, I; 4, 4. -The pendulum constantly recurs in Job. 

The main t'·pes of structure in biblical poetry, with their elaborations, have been de
scribed. Two other elements of biblical parallelism may be mentioned. 

An interesting figure of parallelism is the Envelope: the opening line or lines of the 
sequence are repeated at the close, all that intervenes being read in the light of this common 
' envelopment.' A perfect example is the eighth psalm: as printed on pages 7 5 r-2 the 
figure can be caught at a glance. [See page r 534, for the misinterpretation of this psalm 
through neglect of this envelope structure.] Similarly the recurrence of the ejaculation -

Bless the LORD, 0 my soul-

at the beginning and end of psalms ciii and civ turns both these into examples of envelope 
structure. 

More frequently a modified form of the Envelope Structure is found, by which the 
opening and closing lines unite in a single thought of which the intermediate parts are an 
expansion. Thus in psalm xv, the opening lines of question, 

LORD, who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? 
Who shall dwell in thy holy hilt? 

receive an answer in the final line, 

He that doe th these thin gs shall never be moved: 

while the intermediate parallels contain the ' these things.' Compare psalm xxvi. /' fmc 
example is the great psalm cxxxix: here the opening protest, 

0 LORD, thou hast searched me, etc., 
concludes as a prayer: 

Search me, 0 LORD: 

while the whole antistrophic movement of the psalm is occupied with effecting tho transition 
from the one mood to the other. (Sec note, page 1624.) Psalms xxiii and xxxiii arc also 
examples of m?difietl envelop'!'ent; the whole device of antistrophic inversion, and Lhr- typ<· 
of psalm descnbcd as Dramalic Anthems (see note on page 16o3), arc akin to envelopment. 

Interruption plays a leading part in the lyric structure of the psalms. First, we have 
stanzas interrupted by antistrophic structure. A typical example is psalm Iv: here sex-

1523 



Metre -..a General Notes 

tets of despairing complaint are broken by a strophe and antistrophe (8, 8 in couplets) of 
strong execration: there is a return to the sextet form (varied) with the final stage of trust 
in God. In psalm lxxxix, the covenantal promises to David developed in a long succession 
.:if quatrains make the main topic: when this has been barely opened there is an outburst 
(strophe in seven quatrains) of adoration; when the main topic is completed an antistrophc 
puts plaintively the disappointment of all these hopes. A very markerl ex<tmple is p»1lm 
!xix. Stanzas of four strains arc conveying complaint: before the sixth of these stanzas 
is quite completed there breaks in an interruption of execration in seven couplets: this is 
seen to be a strophe when presently, after the broken stanza is completed, there comes an 
antistrophe of seven couplets celebrating the deliverance that ends the whole trouble. 
Interruption proceeds a stage further in psalms lxxx and lxxxiv. In the first, stanzas of 
elegy (two strains and refrain) are interrupted by strophe and antistrophc (four coupleto 
each) dc,·cl6!Jing the image of the Vine and its uprooting: but the refrain of the stan1,a 
section breaks in (\Yith a modifi.cation) upon this antistrophic portion: thus the interru.ptiou 
is mutual. A still more striking example of mutual interruption is aITordcd by psalm lxxxiv: 
triplet stanzas of longing for the house of God arc interrupted by antistrophic description 
of the pilgrimages (strophe) and the pilgrims' hymn (antistrophe): this last is broken by a 
parenthetic triplet of longing, and then resumes and concludes. 

Or, stanzas arc interrupted by stanzas of different rhythm. I have already pointed out 
this effect in regard to psalms ciii and civ (above, Mixed Stanzas). In psalm cii personal 
depression expressed in a succession of stanzas of three strains each is interrupted by a 
succession of stanzas of four couplets each, which rise to the plane of national trouble 
and its relief: there is then a return to the first rhvthm and the first tone. 

An effect akin to this Interruption may more properly be called Suspension. In psalm xi 
(see page i54 where the structural form is made plain to the eye) a stanza expressive of trust 
in Jehovah is interrupted by a strophe (2, 5) reciting hostile threats and its antistrophe of 
answering faith. But from the place at which the interruption occurs, viz. the end o[ a 
single line of a quatrain, the other three lines following after the interruption is concluded, 
it is better to regard the single stanza as 'suspended' until the antistrophic effect has been 
elaborated. Exactly similar is xciii: a sextet of confi.dence in the firmness of Jehovah's 
rule is broken by antistrophic interruption of an image that suggests assailing power driven 
back, and the suspended sextet is then concluded. 

Metrical System of Job 

The Book of Job, as it is preeminent in every other variety of poetic beauty, is also of 
extreme interest in its metrical scheme. The principles explained above for lyrical and 
Wisdom poetry in general apply here also; but they are used with much more elaboration. 
The changes of thought and of rhythm are so closely interwoven that it is practicable to 
divide the whole poem into metrical units, which will also be stages in the argument. It is 
so divided in the text of this edition (sections r to 50): and the references that follow are 
to these sections. [In the notes to Job, the metre of each section is technically described. j 

The Antistrophic and Stanza Structures are the basis of the whole. The famous 
celebration of 'Visdom with which Zophar brings to a conclusion the arguments of the 
Friends is a complete sonnet, of complex strophe, antistrophe, and conclusion. The veff 
special form of sonnet designated Number Sonnet* is found once, in the opening speech 
of Elip'1az; this is constructed on the number seven, and is worked out in couplets. Recita
tive couplets like the Leads of the psalms, are freely used, and twice (19, 46) they are ex· 
tended to triplets. Considerable use is made in Job of Alternate Parallelism. In 
Proverbs this is confi.ncd to passages not prominent; but in Ecclesiasticus it makes up tltl' 
body of the great monologue of Wisdom, while this rises to a climax in stanzas. So in 
Job some of the climaxes or sustained outbursts arc in alternate parallelism. And it ;, 
extensively used for transitional passages, between one division and another of a length1· 
argument, or where a speaker at the commencement of his speech notices half contemptu
ously the words of the last speaker before he enters upon his own line of attack. 

The elaborations mentioned above appear, with more fulncss and variety, but always 
in harmony with the elaboration of the thought. The antistrophic Pendulum is not found 
in Job; but the irregular form of this structure is several times employed in the sustained 

* See page r 458. 
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outbursts. And there is an extension of this structure in what may be called the Triple 
Pendulum. Here the swaying of thought is between three and not two ideas. Job's 
Oath of Clearing is of this form. This is, as it were, a song constructed on three notes: 
one describes the sins to be disavowed; a second invokes penalties if the speaker has been 
guilty of them; while a third note is made by a recoil from the very thought of entertaining 
such sins against God. 

If I hai·e walked ·with vanity, 
And my foot hath hasted lo deceit; 

(Let me be weighed in an even balance, 
That God may kwrUJ miile integrity;) 

If my step hath turned out of the way, 
And mine heart 'l.t'a/krd after mine eyes, 
And if any spot hath cleaved t.o mine hands: 

Tlzcu let me sent.', and let another eat,· 
Y ca, let tlie produce of my field be rooted out. 

The same figure seems to underlie the first part of the Divine Intervention: one note is 
made by the startling questions of nature mysteries, another subsides into exguisite pictur
ing of details in these wonders of nature, while for a third there is an occasional word of 
challenge to Job to answer. 

'Vhere the structure is antistrophic, Interlacing and Introversion are regularly used. 
In a s,ingle instance the two arc found to be combined (sec note to section 34). 

Duplication of stanzas regularly occurs. In Job's answer to Eliphaz (see page 1045) 
an e:1."tension of it is found in a group of verses taking the forms I, 6; 2, I2; 3, I8. The 
effect is increased by the order of the stanzas: Job having three times used the form 2, I2, 
in an accession of bitterness rises to the form 3, I8, and then subsides into despair in a verse 
of the form 1, 6. A new variety of duplication is to be noticed, when it is applied to anti
strophic structure, the antistrophe being not the equal but the double of its strophe. The 
use of this figure by Elihu (40) is suggesti\'C. He has reached the very heart of his argu
ment, or rather, his modification of the argument of the Friends. Their contention was 
that affliction was punishment; and Eliphaz had introduced this idea with a description 
of an impressiw \ision. Elihu wishes to say that aftliction is a warning, just as much as 
"·ould be a supernatural \ision. His words take the form of a strophe of three lines de
scribing a Yision, and an antistrophe of six lines putting the warning it com·cys; then a 
strophe of eight lines descrihing thr affliction of sickness, and an antistrophe of sixteen lines 
lo com·cy the purpos.: of this sickness to warn. The symmetry of treatment, by which 
each strophe is duplicated, leads us instinctivl'ly to associate together the warning of afllic
tion and the warning of a vision, while the increased mass of the sccon<l pair of verses serves 
to emphasise the form of warning on which Elihu is to lay stress. This figure then may be 
termed Antistrophic Duplication. 

Augmenting stanzas are used in those passages in which Job has actual or imaginary 
objections to answer. In his first response to Zophar he confronts the wisdom of the aged, 
\\ hich has been urged against him, with a higher wisdom which he sees reflected in the doings 
of Omnipotence. As he warms with this theme the stanzas arc found to increase, from t"e 
form 2, 8 to 2, 20. Job's second reply to Zophar cites four objections: the answers to these 
make stanzas of five lines, again of five lines, then of eight lines, finally of eleven. And here 
must be notecl the Augmenting Altemation of Elihu. This speaker, it must be rcmcm
bcrecl, orcupics the position of a young man intervening unim·ited in a debate of old men. 
~\'ith the almost superstitious reverence for old age that belongs to early cidlisations, it 
is natural to find that Elihu has great difficulty in nerving himself to this effort; and it 
takes hun fifty-t"·o lines to complete his apology for speaking at all in so venerable a pres
ence. The stanzas which express this gradual conquest over nervousness arc found to take 
thehighlysuggestiveforms,1,1; I,I 2,2; 2,2 4,4; 4,4 6,6; 6,6. Lateronhehas 
been threatening Job with judgment, when a rumble of distant thunder darts into his mind 
th_e idea that the judgment is that moment impending. His thoughts now become engrossed 
with the advancing signs of the storm; and the growing excitement expresses itself in 
sta~zas of t~e forms, 1, 3; I, 3 2, 6; 2, 6 4, 12; 4, 12. This second example is dupli
callon combmcd with augmenting. It would be impossible to imagine any closer harmony 
between the outer form of a scene and its inner spirit (sections 38, 44). 
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Of Variation it is enough to say that it is used as in other parts of Scripture, but to a 
much less extent than we should have expected. Interruption plays an important part 
in the dramatic poetry of Job. Its first appearance is at the opening of the Curse. The 
essence of this whole section is contained in two couplets. 

Let the day perish wherein I was born; 
And the night which said, There is a man child conceived: 

Because ii shut not up the doors of my mother's womb, 
Nor hid trouble from mine eyes I 

But between these two couplets are interposed two tours-de-force of execration, invoking 
upon that day and that night all conceivable forms of darkening. Again, Bildad's first 
speech has the form of sextet stanzas. Two of these suffer interruption: in the one a con
ditional sentence is delayed by additional conditions; and in the other case a stanza of 
illustration is loaded with an additional illustration. A marked case of interruption is 
found in Job's speech before the Oath of Clearing (35). The whole passage describes how 
the patriarch is despised by the youths and the rabble, and consists of two octets. The 
first octet is interrupted by an outburst of fi.fteen lines, presenting the fathers of these youths 
as the very canaille of the last generation. The second stanza has an interruption of only 
a single line, which comes as an echo of the previous outburst. Interruption is used for 
a different dramatic purpose in the great passage where Job rises to a sudden confidencL· 
in a vindication beyond the grave. With the magnitude of this sudden inspiration Joli 
(as his words clearly convey) nearly faints: and at this point (sec section 20) one of the qua
trains lacks a single line. 'Vhen he has resumed in a calmer mood, there is again a la1·k 
of a line where Zophar breaks in upon the unfinished sentence, as he himself confesses, 
because he cannot any longer restrain his indignation. 

Job contains one example of Suspension. Elihu, when he passes from apology to ar
gument (39), recites in a sextet what he conceives to be Job's pica, and in the same meas
ure answers it. These two sextets do not follow one another, but the plea is interposed in 
the middle of the answer; the first sextet being thus suspended, and concluded when the 
point to be answered has been stated. That this is the right way of analysing the metre 
seems confirmed by the fact that a similar effect immediately succeeds in the next section; 
the antistrophic duplication described above being interposed between the two parts of 
a sextet which evidently make one whole (see note to section 40). 

The Metre of Traditional Poetry 

By Traditional Poetry I mean the metrical passages preserved in the historical books 
of the Bible, as distinguished from such poetry as the Book of Psalms, which is a literary col
lection, though it may contain ancient poems. I exclude from the matter here reviewed 
metrical passages in I I Samuel xxii and I Chronicles xvi; which are identical with passages 
in the Book of Psalms. 

This Traditional Poetry is found to be constructed upon a basis of what may be called 
'Antique Rhythm,' he law of which can be simply stated. Its unit consists in a couplet 
of parallelism, of which either member may be strengthened by a parallel line, but not 
both. 

Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob, 
And hearken unto Israel your father. 

Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea: 
And he .shall be for an haven of ships; 

And his border shall be upon Zidon. 

Judah, thee shall thy brethren praise: 
Thy hand shall be on the neck of thine enemies; 
Thy father's sons shall bow down before thee. 
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I ha n' callc<l such a unit a ' strain ': and it will be seen in the examples that the first strain 
is a simple couplet, the second has its first line strengthened, the last has its second line 
stn•ngthened. For the appreciation of this Antique Rhythm it is important to think always 
of the strain as the unit, and not the couplet or the single line. The only exception to the 
law as abm-e stated is the Lament of David over Saul and Jonathan, which is constructed 
on a couplet in which both lines are strengthened by parallel lines. But this, though 
contained in an historical book, is associated with the same David to whom the Book of 
Pst1lms is ascrihl'll. (Page 281 .] 

This power ,,f occasionally strengthening either line of a couplet by an additional line 
f(i"es the Antique Rhythm a flexibility which would be suitable to spontaneous composition . 
. .\ similar device is found in connection with the traditional ballad poetry of England, of 
which such collections as the Percy Re/iques are accidentally preserved specimens. While 
a regular metre of such ballads is a four line alternate stanza, yet a few poems, such as the 
Ballad of Sir Ca11/i11e, show some stanzas with individual lines strengthened: 

Fair Christabel, that lady mild, 
IV as had forth of her tower; 

But ever she droopcth in her mind, 
As nipt by an u11gc11tle wind 

Doth some pale lilly jl<rdler. 

The metrical passages in the historic books are aggregations of such strains of Antique 
Rhythm, without further rhythmic form. The question is whether there are stanzas or 
strophes. I belie\'e the utmost that can be said is that the stanza sense is rudimentary in 
these poems. Particular strains will seem to cluster together, as if to make quatrains or 
laq~er stanzas, but no wide correspondence will be found extending over a whole poem, 
or uniting one <livision of a poem with another. And this is what was to be expected: 
(a) The poems arc largely spontaneous outpourings, needing a flexihl~ rhythm, unfavour
ahle to high parallelism. (b) The power to strengthen by additional lines is itself antag
onistic to the stanza idea. (c) The cleavage of these poems will often be determined by 
other than rhythmic considerations. A good example is the Blessiug of Jacob on the Twelve 
Tribes (page 50), of which the natural divi~ions are twelve (or rather eleven, Simeon and 
Lc'i being taken together). These divisions arc found to be very unequal, consisting of 
one, two, three, fi,·e or eight strains. There is more of form in this poem than is usual in 
this traditional poetry; besides an introduction, there is an exclamation dividing the whole 
in two parts: 

I have waited for thy salvation, 0 LORD I 

Yet so little does the sense of balance rule that we find seven tribes dealt with before the 
di\iding line, and only live after. On the other hand there is a suggestion of a sense of 
balance when we find that the long blessings on J uclah and on Joseph, which respeclively 
make the piece de resistanre of the two parts, consist each of eight strains. 

Two poems stand out from the above description, as exhibiting a highly elaborate 
rhythmic structure - Deborah's Song, and the Song of Moses and Miriam. Their form 
is closely associated with the dance and antiphonal performance. They fall into the class 
of h·ric poetry the structure of which has been discussed above; and it has been noted that 
the dance is one of the three sources of lyric structure. 

Metre of Solomon's Song 

The metre of Solomon's Song will be found to be both regular and beautiful when once 
its principle is caught. It presents points of resemblance and difference when compared 
with the metres of other parts of the Bible which have been already discussed. 

The poem is in what I have called' Antique Metre': the metre of the poetry contained 
in the historical books of the Bible. Its law is simple. A unit or' strain' of Antique Metre 
consists of a single rnuplet of alternate parallelism, of which either line may be strength
ened by an additional parallel line, but not both. 
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The voice of my beloved/ behold, he cometh, 
Leaping upon the mountains, 
Skipping upon the hills. 

My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: 
Behold, he standeth behind our wall. 

He looketh in at the windows, 
He sheweth himself through the lattice. 

My beloved spake, and said unta me. 

Here are three ' strains ' : the second is a simple couplet; the third has its first line supple
mented, and the first has its second line supplemented. The analysis of Antique Metre 
rests entirely upon the recognition of the 'strain' as its unit; in measuring its rhythmic 
correspondences the estimate must be made as to number of strains, not of lines. 

Occasionally a line may be found that is considerably longer than adjacent lines. 
Such a line will sometimes contain a vocative, and this is felt as a recitative expression, out
side rhythm. 

I have compared thee, 0 my love, to a steed in Pha•aoh's chariots. 

Or its length may measure the effort of leading off a fresh subject. 

By night, on my bed, I sought him whom my soul loveth. 

In other cases the length is made by repetitions. 

Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, with me from Lebanon. 
Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my bride; thou hast ravished my heart. 

There is nothing in these cases to upset the rhythmic balance. 
In Antique Metre generally a poem will be an aggregation of such strains, without 

further rhythmic form. [Compare the Song·of kloses, and the Last Words of Moses, in 
Deuteronomy.] But Solomon's Song has another rhythmic characteristic-it is through
out anlistrophic: a strophe of one, two, or more strains is balanced by an antistrophe of 
the same number. 

By night, on my bed, I sought him whom my soul loveth: 
I sought him, but I found him not. 

I said, I will rise now, and go about the city, 
In the streets and in the broad ways, 

I will seek him whom my soul loveth: 
I sought him, but I found him not. 

The watchmen that go about the city found me: 
To whom I said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth? 

It was but a little that I passed from them, 
When I found him whom my soul loveth: 
I held him, and would not let him go, 

Until I had brou~ht him into my mother's house, 
And into the chamber of her that conceived me. 

A strophe of three strains is here answered by an antistrophe of the same number. The 
student will be careful to distin<'uish between the number of lines and the number of strains 
in the strophes. So fundame.;'tal is the idea of the strain as the unit in Antique Metre, 
that one strain is always felt as rhythmic counterpoise to another strain, whatever be the 
exact number of lines in each. 

The antistrophic rhythm in this poem is of the continuous kind, so familiar in Greek 
literature, where each strophe is immediately followed by its antistrophe - aa' bb' cc'. 
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This we have above called alternation. There is a single case of antistrophic inversion in 
So/0111011's Song (ab b'a'). It is noticeable that it occurs, not in dialogue, but at the point 
(in ldyl Ill) where the dialogue gives place to impersonal description. (Pages 890-r.) 

The divisions between the strophes and the divisions between the speeches of dialogue 
do not necessarily coincide; sometimes portions of successive speeches are required to 
make a strophe, and sometimes the division of strophe and anlistrophe will come in the 
middle of a speech. 

Strophe 

THE BRIDEGROOM 
Behold, tho" art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; 

Thine eyes are as doves. 

THE BRIDE 
Behold, thoi• art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasanl: 

Also our couch is green. 
The beams of our house are cedars, 

And our rafters are firs. 

Antistrophe 
I am a rose of Sharon, 

A lily of the valleys. 

THE BRIDEGROOM 
As a lily among thorns, 

So is my love among the daughters. 

THE BRIDE 
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, 

So is my beloved among the sons. 

The refrains used to separate the seven idyls, or to break the longer idyls into parts, 
though in the same Antique l\Ietre, are yet outside the antistrophic system, - a confirma
tion of the parenthetic character I have claimed for them. (See Introduction to Song oj 
Songs, page 1444.) 

There is one break in the antistrophic completeness, and this is highly interesting. It 
occurs in Idyl V. If a strophe with its antistrophe be considered a regular section of the 
poem, then this idyl covers four sections; of these the first and the last two have the regular 
strophe and antistrophe, each of three strains. The intervening section has a strophe of 
three strains, but the place of the antistrophe is taken by an irregular succession of strains. 
But when this irregular mass is examined, it is found to be the quasi-dramatic reminiscence 
which is projected into the midst of the meditation on the bride that occupies the idyl as a 
whole. (See Introduction, page 1447.) Thus,the break in the regularity of the rhythm 
is the outward and visible sign of a break in the order of the thought. (Compare in Job 
note to section 20, where it is shown that interruptions of the dialogue are reflected in inter
ruptions of the metre.] 

The metre of each section is analvsed as follows. 
i. 2. Strophes of two strains each. The metre is so broken by the dialogue that it 

m<C/ be worth while to print the lines continuously: 

Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: 
For tit y krv~ is helter tha11 wine; 

Thine ointments have a goodly fragrance; 
Thy flame is as ointment f-011red forth: 
Therejore do the virgins love thee. 

Draw me - we will run after thee. 
The ki11g hath brought me into his chambers. 

We will be glad and rejoice in thee, 
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We will make mention of thy love more than of wine. 
In uprightness do they love thee. 

i. 5. Strophes of three strains each. 
i. 9. Strophes of two strains each. 
i. 15· Strophes of three strains: the antistrophe commences at the words I am a rose, etc. 
ii. 3. The strophe commences in the middle of the verse at the words I sat dO"<Vn under 

his shadow: the strophes are of two strains each. 
ii. 8. Strophes of four strains. 
ii. 14. Strophes of two strains: the antistrophe takes in the interrupting Voices of the 

Brothers. 
iii. r. Strophes of three strains. 
iii. 6. Antistrophic Inversion: 2, 3; 3, 2 (strains, of course, not lines). 
iv. r. Strophes of four strains. 
iv. 7. Strophes of three strains. 
iv. 12. Strophes of five strains: the antistrophe takes in the poet's apostrophe, Eat, 

0 friends, etc. 
v. 2. Strophes of three strains. 
v. 6. Strophes of three strains. 
v. ro. Strophes of four strains, followed (vi. l) by strophes of two strains.1 It is worth 

noting that the change in the spirit of the dream, from trouble to happy thoughts, is thus 
accompanied by a change in the metre frollj triple strains (v. 2--<)) to quadruple and double 
strains (v. lo-vi. 2). 

vi. 4. Strophes of triple strains. 
vi. 8. Strophe has three strains: as noted above, there is no antistrophe in this section, 

a break in the meditation being marked by a break in the rhythm. The lines of the con
cluding part of the section make six strains, but there is no antislrophic effect. 

vii. r. Triple strains. 
vii. 5. Triple strains. 
vii. l r. Strophes of two strains. 
viii. r. .Strophes of two strains. 
viii. 5. Strophes of one strain each: the first being a fragment of impersonal description 

outside the dialogue. 
viii. 6. Strophes of five strains. 
vn1. l l. Strophes of one strain. 
viii. 13. Strophes of one strain. 

Use of Prose and Verse in the Modern Reader's Bible 

The subject of the preceding Note leads naturally to another - the relations of prose to 
verse in such a system as has been there described. Bihlical verse rests upon the parallel
ism of clauses. But, in all languages, parallelism of clauses belongs also to prose literature, 
being a marked feature of oratory. In such a system then prose and verse will overlap; 
the extremes of each will be as far apart as in other languages, but there will be passages 
which have relations with both. 

The subject is of special imporlance for the presentation of the Bible made in the present 
worK. The reader will notice passages - especially in such a hook as Ecclesiastiws * -
appearing here as prose, which in other editions of Scripture he has seen as verse; further, 
upon examination he may seem to find as much' paralleli~m' in the prose portions as in the 
yerse portions of this presentation.. The explanation is simple. Neither class of passa!?;l'S 
IS 'prose,' and neither 'verse,' in the sense in which the rcarler has been accustomed lo 
~se these terms; but the conventional forms of prose and qf verse are here used to difTcren
hate literary types which need differentiating, but the difference between which is not 
wholly rhythmical. To illustrate. The passage which commences at Deuteronomy ,-iii. 
II ~ay, if we look exclusively at parallelism of clauses, be presented as highly sym
metrical 'verse.' 

*This subject is further discussed in the Introduction to Ecclesiasticus, above, page 1450. 
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BMmre lest thou forget the LORD thy God, 
[ n 11ot keeping his co111111andmerits and his judgements and his statutes, 
Wlridi l command thee this day: 

Lest ·u1hen tlrou hast eaten, 
A11d art full, 

And hast built goodly houses, 
A 11d dwelt thereiii: 

A 11d <dren thy herds and thy fiocks multiply, 
A11d tlrv sih•er and thy gold is multiplied, 
Ami ati that thou hast is multiplied; 

Then thine heart be lifted up, 
A11d thou forget the LORD thy God, 

Which brought thee forth out of the la11d of Egypt, 
Out of the ltouse of bondage; 

Who led thee through t/ze great and terrible wilderness, 
Wherein were fiery serpents and scorpions, 
And thirsty ground where was no water; 

Who brought thee forth water out of the rock of fiint; 
JI! ho fed thee in the wildemess with manna 
ll'hich thy fathers knew not;* 

That he might humble thee, 
A 11d that Ire might prove thee, 
To do thee good at thy latter end: 

And thou say in thi11e heart, My power, 
And the might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth: 

But thou <halt remember the LORD thy God, 
For it is Ire tha! giveth th~e puwcr to get wealth: 

Of course it •sould not be proper so to present the passage, because examination of the mat
ter, and its relation to the rest of Deutero11omy, shows that this is oratory, and that we have 
here the parallelism which belongs to rhetoric, not the parallelism which belongs to verse. 

An interesting corollary from Che principles here laid down is that, in such a system, prose 
and verse can unite in ~he same rhvthmic scheme. If the reader will turn to the first act of 
the rhapsorly of Amos (pages 6<)8-]oo) he will see a succession of seven well marked stanzas; 
each constituted by regular recurrence 0f prose in combination with verse; he will note 
further how the verse portions are fixed in thrir form (except at the conclusion), while Lhe 
prose portions, as might be expected, are highly elastic. The effect is very much like the 
combination of recitative and Limed hars in a musical chant. And this constitutes a valu
able addition lo the sources of rhvthmic effect in literature. 

This combination of verse and prose in the same rhythmic system characterises a literary 
type of very fref]uent recurrence in the Bible, which is here called the 'doom form,' be
cause it is so regularly found in the Doom Songs. This form involves passages of Divine 
monologue (hl're presented as ' prose ') with interruptions of passages of lyric celebration 
(here presented as ' verse "). It is interesting to note, in such an example as the Book of 
7.rplraniah (pages ;2(>-9), how the' prose' portions can be read by themselves, an<l will l:e 
found to make a continuous whole; similarly the 'verse ' passages make a poem in thcm
selH·s. 

The arrangrmrnt must be judged by its results in assisting the reader 1o catch the lilrr
arv effect of what he reads. But I mav illustrate the sort of discriminations which I have 
atiempted. An important case may be illustrated by Isaiah's Doom prophecy on Babylon 
(xiii. i). Here, as in many similar cases, we have a Divine word of denunciation and 
threatening [here presented as prose], interrupted at intervals by what seem to be songs of 

*When it is remembered that the accepted meaning (Exodus xvi. 15) of the word mamia 
was What is it?, it will be seen that this and the preceding line are strictly parallel. 
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exclamation, or celebration of what the Divine word conveys. The 'prose' passages 
make a complete discourse of denunciation; the ' verse ' passages constitute highly artistic 
interruptions and emphasis. In his Doom of Moab (xv. l), the order is reversed: we have 
a highly rhythmic wail over fallen Moab, interrupted at intervals by [prose passages] 
the Divine word denouncing and threatening. In the opening of the Rhapsody of Zion 
Redeemed (page 514) a Divine word of comfort is spoken [prose], and Voices [represented 
by verse] carry the tidings over the wilderness to Zion. The first Vision of this rhapsody 
is a lengthy discourse of God, interrupted at times by [verse] outbursts of joy. The third 
Vision is a succession of appeals from God to Zion [prose], with occasional passages [verse] 
of some other power that seconds the appeal of Jehovah. There are many similar 
examples. 

Other cases are more general. The difficult prophecy of Isaiah vii. l-16 becomes in
telligible if we understand the [prose] testimony of Isaiah as interrupted by ballad fragments 
of the enemy quoted in scorn. The rhapsody that closes Book IV (pages 4<J7-,oT) has 
a general dramatic movement [conveniently represented as prose] interrupted by what are 
announced as' songs.' And such announcement of' songs' in the midst of what as a whole 
belongs to some other literary form is common. 

Another discrimination which I have made by the same device is illustrated by the 
prophecy of the Watchman (pages 493-5). Here we have alternately vivid realisation of 
something seen in vision, and the prophet's explanation or meditation: the forms of verse 
lines and continuous prose fit well with the alternating passages. Kindred examples occur, 
commencing viii. 9, xviii. r, xxxiv. r. Important cases are the first and third Songs of Zion 
Exalted (pages 529, 53r ). In the first, what I have presented in verse form makes a song-like 
poem, complete in itself, celebrating Zion as Jehovah's Bride; it is interrupted by passages, 
distinctly spoken by Jehovah, giving in the style of discourse the basis for this conception. 
Similarly the verse portions of the third' song' are spoken by Zion to the Nations, and make 
a complete appeal; the interrupting passages [presented as prose] give Jehovah's commis
sion that constitutes Zion a witness in this manner to the Nations. A confirmation of this 
arrangement is found in the words (page 531), "For my thoup;hts are not your thoughts," 
etc. A study of the whole shows that the for connects what follows, not.with the sentence 
immediately preceding, but with the previous [prose] passage: the thought that God's 
mysterious work is as sure as the operations of nature emphasises, not the promise of par
don to the nations, but the mysterious elevation of afflicted Zion to the position of a witness 
to the peoples of the world. 

Most of the above examples have been taken from the single work of Isaiah; but the 
combination of verse and prose will be found to extend through prophetic writings in 
general. 

On Footnotes 

It is a fact that writers of antiquity- Hebrew, Greek, Roman - and English writers 
who (like Milton) composed under the immediate influence of ancient literature, used 
parenthetic sentences of length and complexity such as would be used by no modern writer 
in any language. To some extent this reflects a real diITerence in mental habits as rep;ards 
involution of thought. But the dilTerence is partly due to an advance in the mechanism 
by which literature is presented to the eye. In such matters as punctuation and the use of 
brackets, and in paragraphing, the printed page does far more to assist the comprehension 
of the subject-matter than was done by the manuscripts of antiquity or the earliest prinll'd 
books. But the most important device of this kind is the 'footnote.' It is clear that tlw 
footnotes of modem books arc no more than parentheses, removed to a distance so as not lo 
interrupt the main flow of the argument; their matter has an indicated place in the order 
of the thought, but their separation assists the mind to hold the train of thought suspenrkd 
while the subordinate matter is being taken in. Clear examples of such footnotes will he 
found in Deuteronomy, pages l6o, 161, 162, 169. It seems to me, then, legitimate to apply 
this device to some of the elaborate parentheses in such a work as Wisdom.* 

It is hardly necessary to explain that by putting such portions of the text into footnotes 
I am not meaning to suggest that they are ' glosses,' or that they have any less authority as 

*See pages 1031-41 1036. 
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representatives of the writer's thought than the rest of the matter. All that is meant is 
that the passages so treated carry their parenthetic character lo the degree which in a mod
ern work woulJ be indicated bv the use of footnotes. To the modern reader, whose mental 
attitude is determined bv the 'custom of such devices, this treatment seems a necessity, if 
such works as H' isdom are lo be appreciated without being weighted with an appearance of 
awkwardness which in reality docs not belong to them. At the same time, if, as is generally 
bclie,·ed by scholars, commentators' glosses have found their way in the lapse of time into 
the sacred text, the proper treatment for such passages will be to make them footnotes. 

The Parenthetic Preface 
. .\notable feature of the prophetic style, especially in Isaiah and Amos, is what may be 

termed the Parenthetic Preface: that is, the tendency to place what is prefatory in char
acter, not before, hut after, or in the middle of, that which it prefaces. 

The most interesting example is Isaiah viii. 9 (pages 480-1). The prophecy is as a 
whole a highly realistic vision of peoples combining against Judah but brought to confusion. 
The vision is interrupted in the middle by the Divine commission to the prophet, command
in,g him to lay before the panic-stricken of Judah a Divine 'law and testimony' to "·hich 
the,· should seek instead of consulting familiar spirits and wizards. The interest of this 
example is that this parenthetic commission is itself interrupted in the middle by the 
prophet's acceptance of it: he and his children [to whom he has giwn sign;ficant names, 
Shear-jashub and l\Iaher-shalal-hash-haz] are living signs in Israel. This preface within 
a .preface makes the whole prophecy suggestive of an algebraic expression with double 
brackets: 

Proud foes [A word (Prophet accepts) for the timid] overthrown. 

Similar examples occur often. It is significant that the original call of Isaiah to his 
ministry is plac"d al the end of Book I. In the second Vision of Zio11 Redeemed the soliloquy 
of Jehornh's Servant on his mission occurs between his ministry to Israel and his ministry 
to the Nations. In Isaiah's Co1•ena11t with Death (page 501) the course of the prophecy 
is interrupted by answers lo those who attack the whole ministry of Isaiah; there is a 
similar interruption to thr series of ,·isions of Amos (page 704). The prophecy against 
trust in EE>ypt (page 503) is interrupted by an oracle against Egypt. The companion pic
tures of destrul'lion and restoration (pages 506-7) arc each interrupted by prefatory verses 
emphasising th" importance of the prophecy. In the third Vision of Zion Redeemed the 
><>ng of the \\'atrhmcn (page 527) begins before the announcement of the singers: The 
voire of th)' Watrh men, etc. And in the fifth Vision (page 5.F) Zion is heard issuing its 
invitation before the words of God which proclaim Zion a witness to the Nations. 

There is an extension of the same principle when we find passages conveying realistically 
a supernatural \·ision before we have the words that introduce the idea of a seer in the posi
tiu11 lo beholJ the vision. Tl1e efTect is not unlike that of classical poetry which made it a 
law to plunge i11 medias res, and leave the commencement of the story to be afterwards 
brought out indirectly. The prophecies of the Watchman are a clear example (see pages 
493-5): another is the Doom of Ethiopia (page 491). 

In the Book of Amos the Parenthetic Preface is a still more marked feature of style. 
Sec above, page 1390, and the notes lo that book. 

The Pendulum Movement 
The student of biblical literature should keep before him a special tendency of Hebrew 

thought, to substitute for temporal or logical succession an alternation between opposite 
thoughts, like the swinging to and fro of a pendulum. This is of frequent occurrence in 
Isaiah. 

The most extended example is in the first Vision of Zion Redeemed (pages 51 5-23). 
The situation is that the Nations and Israel are summoned before the bar of Jehovah to hear 
of his deliverance wrought through Cyrus. God is the sole speaker; and his discourse -
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prolonged through eight chapters - is a regular alternation (seven times repeated) between 
appeals to the Nations and addresses to Israel. A similar pendulum-like swinging between 
the ideas of Judgment and Salvation closes this rhapsody (pages 540-2): the change some
times occurring in the middle of a senlence. An interruption takes place at one poinl 
(page 541): but the interruption is itself a pendulum swing between cries of the lost and 
the saved. 

The rhapsody that closes Isaiah, Book IV (pages 497-501: the difficult chapters xxiv
xxvii of the ordinary arrangement of Isaiah), is wholly constructed on this form of move
ment. Its three parts do not succeed one another in order of time: the judgment is com
plete in the first t\\'o, and is but commencing at the beginning of the third. But through
out the whole there is the alternation between Judgment and Salvation: and from this 
point of view. the three sections can be seen to increase in intensity. Thus the advance 
in dramatic movement can be represented by Lhe quickening of the pendulum swing: 

Section l J S J 
Section 2 J S J S 
Section .3 J S J S J S J S J S 

The pendulum movement may be a touchstone for interpretation of difficult passages. 
The obscurity of Isaiah ix is in this work removed by assuming an alternation between 
triumph of Judah's enemies and triumph of Judah. (See pages 480-r.) 

Use of Direct Metaphor, especially in the Psalms 
A particular mode of conveying imagery comes to be of special importance in the poetry 

of the Psalms from its hearing upon questions of interpretation. 
According to a well-known distinction, the Simile is a branch of imagery in which the 

comparison is indicated by a distinct particle (like, as, etc.) linking the image to the direct 
statement. 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
So panteth my soul after thee, 0 God. 

A Metaphor, on the contrary, has no such symbol of comparison, but the words conveying 
the image are interwoven into the framework of the direct sentence: 

My hunted soul panteth after the water brooks of Zion. 

The interweaving may be effected in a large variety of ways: and it is not difficult to see 
that some modifications of the expression may be such that the metaphorical clement may 
have the appearance of direct speech. One modification of the image just cited might be -

A hunted hart pantrth after the waler brooks of Zion: 

but this is an ambiguous expression, which might be interpreted as a direct statement of 
fact, and not a metaphor. Such expressions I am here calling Direct Melaphors. 

There arc several places in the Book of Psalms where the interpretation of a whole poem, 
or seclion of a poem, seems to turn upon the question whether certain words are metaphor 
or direct speech. In psalm viii, we find -

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established strength, etc. 

This has been read as a direct statement, and various attempts have been made, with litllc 
success, to explain the allusion. It is better to understand an image: Out of man, who is, 
as it were, no more than a babe and suckling in comparison with the world he is to goveru, 
hast thou established strength of rule, etc. The ordinary mistake has been caused by neglect 
of the structure of this psalm. The usual versions make the opening apostrophe consist 
of three lines: 

0 LORD, our Lord, 
How excellent is thy name in all the earth: 
Who hast set thy glory upon the heavens. 
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Accordingly, the commencement of the argument becomes the sentence, Out of the mouth 
of babes, etc., which naturally wears the air of a direct statement. But the envelope figure 
requires in the present case that only two lines constitute the opening (and closing) apos
trophe (see pages 751-2); and the opening of the argument now reads thus: 

ll'lro hast set tlty glory upon the heavens, 
Out of the 111011tlr of babes and sucklings hast thou established strength, etc. 

Thal the architect of the mighty heavens should have elected the mere babe, man, as his 
deputy over creation is the wonder, not only of the opening lines, but of the whole psalm, 
which takes a clear unity under the title, Man the Viceroy of God. 

Again, a critical sentence in psalm lxxviii is the following: 

The children of Ephraint, being armed and carrying bows, 
Turned back in the day of battle. 
They kept not the covenant of God, etc. 

It has been customary to sec in this an allusion to a specific historical incident, though no 
satisfactory incident of history has been adduced. Here, again, the whole can be read 
as a piece of imagery: Like warriors wlzo, in armour and with weapons in hand, turn their 
backs in tire midst of tlte ha/Ile, so the clzildrw of Ephraim were treacherous to the covenant of 
God. l\o particular incident is described, but the whole defection of northern Israel from 
the cm·enant is compared to soldiers deserting on the field of battle. And this makes a 
suitable starting-point for the psalm, which is a national hymn of Judah, portraying alter
nately God's strength displayed over his people, and their frailty resisting his purposes, 
until a final outburst of divine power rejects northern Israel and proclaims the house of 
David as the chosen people. It may be added that a not dissimilar image (but this time 
in simile form) occurs in verse 57: 

But turned back; and dealt treacherously like their fathers: 
They were turned aside like a deceitful bow. 

Another important case arises in psalm lxxxiv: 

l"ea, the sparrow hath found her a11 house, 
And the swall<r& a nest for herself, where site may lay her young, 
Even thine altars, 0 LORD of hosts, my king_ and my God. 

Read as direct statement, this has been understood by some commentators to refer the psalm 
to the period of the exile when the temple is in ruins, the haunt of birds; others see an indi
cation that the poet must have been a dweller in the temple precincts, accustomed to watch 
the birds flitting round the sacred edifice. A heller interpretation is surely found by under
standing an image: Like the birds findini: i11 spring their nesting places, so the sacred sea
sons of tire pilgrimai:es brini: me to the altars of God. Nothing else in the psalm suggests 
the period of the exile, the whole being filled with the idea of the pilgrimages lo Jerusalem 
at the sacred feasts: the passage here discussed adds the ex<]uisite image which compares 
the jornus approach of the sacred festivals with a stirring instinct of birds in the nest
ing ~ea~on. 

There arc no less than three psalms, ordinarily classed as exile songs, where the doubt 
arises as between metaphor and direct expression. The one of the three which has the 
best claim to be construed directly is the lament of psalms xlii-iii, where there is certainly 
a prima facie appearance of directness in the detailed expression -

Therefore do I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 
A11d the Hermons, from the hill Mizar. 

Yet the poem as a whole leaves strong doubt in my own mind whether it is to be read as an 
exile_'s lament. Exiled the speaker certainly is from the house of his God: but this may be 
by sickness, or other personal hindrance, such as would go well with the depression of the 
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first two stanzas. There is an absence of any local colour of a foreign land, and the con
quest of hope at the dose gives no hint of an expected return to a native soil. If the µoem 
be read of exile from the house of God only, then, amid the strong metaphors of stanza 2, 

one more metaphor is added hy the above quotation: Like a traveller taking his last look at 
the home land he is leaving, so docs my memory yearn after the place of my God. - In 
psalm !xi it appears to me certain that the expression of the first stanza is metaphorical: 

From the end of the earth will I call unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed, etc. 

The image of a cry from an infinite distance is to measure the depth of overwhelming 
trouble; and it is a supposed case, not a statement of fact. All the rest of the poem is entirely 
out of keeping with an exiled king: the speaker rejoices in success -

Thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear thy name. 

The companion psalm, !xiii, presents a case that is not quite so strongly in favour of direct 
statement; hut even here the opening stanza becomes much more striking when the words, 
My flesh /ongeth for thee in a dry and weary land where no water is, are understood to convey 
an image of longing. The same image is used for longing in psalm cxliii. 6. The three 
stanzas go on to describe the king's longings as felt in the sanctuary, in the night watches, 
amidst his enemies; and the whole concludes with a triumph out of keeping with a literal 
rendering of the opening stanza. 

It will be obvious that, in regard to any one of the passages discussed in this note, the 
case in favour of a metaphorical as against a literal interpretation is strengthened by the other 
examples adduced of Direct Metaphor. It may be added that allied usages arc often found 
in cases where no doubt of the meaning would really arise. Such are (psalm !xviii), 

Rebulw the wild beast of the reeds, 
The multitude of the bulls, with the calves of the peoples: 

where metaphorical names are substituted for the proper names of peoples; or again 
(psalm lxxvi), In Salem also is his covert, and his lair in Zion. The abruptness of Hebrew 
favours Direct Metaphor. 

It must not he supposed that such use of Direct Metaphor is confined to the Psalms. 
A striking example is in the Book of Habakkuk, ii. 5: Wine is a treacherous dealer, etc. This, 
which might be read as a proverbial statement, is really the image on which depends the 
whole solution of the mystery of the book; the haughty career of the Chaldeans is comparrcl 
to the reeling of the drunkard which precedes his fall. Similarly in the Doom of the Cha/
deans which follows (pages 722-3): the ideas reflected in successive strophes - usury, 
house building, violence as a means for building up cities, drunkenness - have usually 
been understood literally, as so many characteristics of the Chaldeans. A truer interpreta
tion is to understand each as an image, by which the sudden fall of the Chaldeans is illus
tratcrl. [See note to the passage, below, page 1596.] 

On Literary Formul~ in Ecclesiastes 
One nf the characteristic features of style in this writer is the employment over and over 

again of certain phrases, which.have the effect of formulre. But they arc not used with 
the precision and uniformity of philosophic terms; on the contrary they are artistically 
varied, and add a subtle literary charm to the book. 

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. 
All things are full of weariness. 
All is vanity and a striving after wind. 
This also was vanity. 
There is a vanity which is done upon the earth. 
It cometh in vanity, and departeth in darkness (vi. 4). 
There be many things that increase vanity (vi. II). 
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Etymolo~cally Lhe word for ' vanity' is su_ggestive of breath or vn;pour. Bu~ _the force 
of these formuht· is brst apprrnated by nolm!( how the word occupies the pos11ion which 
in other biblical philosophy is occupied by the word' wisdom,' in the sense of the universal 
harmonv or one-ness. Thus 'vanity' to this thinker connotes the failure to satisfy the 
rellecliv~ faculty. In this connection 'all' or 'all things' is suggestive: it is antithetic lo 
the conception of a unity in the universe. 

All that is done u11der hwven. 
All the works that are done under the sun. 
11"/iat it «•as good for the so11S of me11 that they should do undltT the heaven all the days 

of their life. 
Tiu; work that is wrought 11~1der the su11. 
There is a t;rin.:ous fi•il which I have seen under the sun. 
Who ca11 tr/I a 111a11 what shall be after him u11der the su11? 
Thou knoa.:cst not ·1£1/rnt e1,il shall be upon the earth. 
All lhe days of the life of thy va11ity, which he hath given thee under the sun. 

(many others) 

The whole group of expressions, undrr the sun, or upon the earth, etc., make formulre for 
the objective wurl<l, antithetic lo the world of consciousness and reflection which fills the 
thought of the book. Another antithesis lo these expressions is the following: 

The work that Cod hath do11e from the beginning even to lhc end (iii. II). 
The uwk of God who doe/Ii all (xi. 5). 
Consider the <cork of God ... God hath even made [prosperity] side by side with [adver

sity]. 

These arc formu!.,, not for the phenomena, bul for the underlying principles which are 
hidden. and (Ecdcstiastcs thinks) impossible to discover. The two formulre clash in one 
passage: 

I />cllf/d al! the work of God, that 11ian cannot find 011/ the work that is done under the sun: 
hrn111se hou•ci•er much a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it (viii. 17). 

Another set of expressions are used to introduce distinct stages or steps in the reflective 
process. 

I communed with mine own heart. 
I said in mine heart. 
I searched in mine heart how . 
Then I looked. 
And I t1trned myself to behold. 
I ret1lr11ed, and saw. 
All this have I seen, a11d applied my heart u1JIO 

etc. 

The following make an important group. 

The" is nothing bctler .for a man than that he should eat and drink, and make his soul 
enjoy good in his laho1tr (ii. 2.i) . 

. Vho can cat, or who can have enjoyment, more than I? 
No//ting bcttrr fur them than to rejoice and to get good so long as they live: and also 

that ri•cry man should eat and drink, and enjoy good in all his labortr is , .• (iii. 
12-13). 

There is nothing better than that a ma11 should rejoice in his works (iii. 22). 
Good ... and comely ... to eat and to drink, and to enjoy good in all his labour (v. 18). 
Riches and wealth and ... power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and lo rejoice 

in his labour (i" 19 ). 
God g'veth riches, wealth, and honour, so that lu: lacketh nothing for his soul of all that 

he duireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof (vi. 2). 
The11 I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under tlu: sun than lo 
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eat and to drink and to be merry: and that this should accompany him in his labour 
alt the days of his life (viii. 15). 

\Vhcn all these passages arc read together it becomes evident that the expression eat and 
drink is not used by this writer in the limited sense of indulging sensuous appetite, but as a 
formula for appreciation in the widest extent: some of these passages applying eat and 
drink lo riches, to bbour, and even to honour. A similar remark may be made as to mirth: 
the last quotation makes it an clement of labour. As a fact, Ecclesiastes never dwells upon 
the revel, or the sensuous, by itself: all happy appreciation of life is treated as one. 

The word 'labour' has the appearance of being used as a formula. 

What hath a man of all his labour, and of the striving of his heart wherein he laboureth 
under the sun? (ii. 22). 

I hated all my /al1our ... seeing that I must leave it unto the man that shall be after 
me (ii. 18). 

Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had 
laboured to do (ii. II). 

etc. 

The sense suggested seems to be the effort of production, as antithetic to consumption. 
The word time enters into the usage of formula:. 

j To everything there is a season, and a lime to every purpose ttnder the heaven (iii. l). 
l He hath made everything beautiful in its time (iii. l I). 

I A wise man's heart discerneth time an¢ judgement: for to every purpose there is a time 
and judgement (viii. 5). 

1 For man also knoweth not his time .•• so are the sons of men snared in an evil time 
l (ix. 12). 

It will be argued below (pages 1639-40) that the word time in the two sets of passages 
points to totally different ideas. . 

In reference lo the word wisdom itself a distinction may be made. To a great extent 
the word is used in this book in a very general sense, as the equivalent of knowledge, or the 
antithesis to folly. 

To kntrUJ wisdom, and to know madness and folly (i. 17). 
Whose labour is with wisdom, and with knowledge, and with skilfulness (ii. 21). 

It approaches a formula when used of the reflective process, either for tho process itself or 
its results. 

All this have I proved in wisdom ... to seek wisdom and the reason of things (vii. 23). 
To search out by wisdom concerning nil that is done under heaven (i. 13). 
I have seen wisdom under the sun in this wise, and it seemed great unto me (ix. IJ). 
(Mine heart yet guiding me with wisdom) (ii. 3). 
Also my wisdom remained with me (ii. 9). 

The two last <]Uotations - from the imaginary experiment of Solomon - are speciallv 
important: he is experimenting in folly, but retaining all the while 'wisdom' th2'. rC'ulJ 
reflect on the folly. 

On Quotations and Buried Verses 

It will be noted in this edition of Ecclesiasticus that in certain compositions which are 
presented as prose, there occur isolated passages having the form of verse. These quota
tions, or verse passages buried in prose compositions, are both interesting in themseh'.es, 
and further furnish an important instrument of exegesis, which will often assist over ob
scurities or irregularities of sentence flow. 
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To begin with one example which is unquestionable. In the last essay of Book I. 
Lhat on 'The Horror of Adultery,' there is thus ' buried' a number sonnet on the same 
theme. 

T"•o sorts of men multiply sins, 
And the third will bring wrath: 

A Hot Mind, 
A For11icator in the body of his flesh, 

A Jlan that goeth astray from his ir.vn Bed. 

No literarv form is so unmistakable as a number sonnet: and the above is found without th~ 
omission of a single word in the essay; only, it does not stand out by itself, but is' buried' 
in the prose of the essay, its several clauses worked into sentences of comment. (See page 
9;9.) 

\Vith this may he taken other cases, scarcely less dear. The epigram represented as a 
quotation in an essay at xii. r + occurs by itself at xx. 30; and Fritzsche recognises this as 
n popular proverb. The verses printed in the Essay on the Stedfast Friend (page 978) 
ha\"e a flow of sentence quite different from <he uniform flow that precedes and follows: 
and the suggestion of these as a quotatioi1 is confirmed by what seems a reference to the 
sari1e at XX\"ii. 21. To my own mind the conrlusion of the Essay on Riches (page 988) 
is not less clearly a \"erse riuotation: parallelism in prose can be carried to great lengths, 
but a passage which is found to be a pair of triplets, with a third triplet regularly duplic;ited, 
can hardly be other than a sonnet, or portion of a sonnet .. 

The objection mav possibly be made that other editors treat the whole context in which 
these passages occur as wrse. But this does not meet the point: the question here is not 
what is to be called wrse and what prose, but whether there is not a break or divergence 
het"·een the litrrar.1· form of these passages and that of their context, such as a citation might 
readilv account for. 

\\'hen once the occurrence of such ' buried verses ' has been established, it will be easy 
to point out other cases in which such a suggestion cannot indc-ed be insisted on, but may 
be claimed as an impro\·ement. In the' chapter Ii,' which is here trrated as an 'Author's 
Preface,' occurs a passage which, if printed as straightf1rward prose, will run as follows: 

And I lifted up my supplication from the earth, and prayed for deliverance from 
death. I called 11pon the Lord, lite father of my Lord, that .he 1.m11ld not forsake 
me in the days of affliction, in the time whrn titer· was no help against the 
pro11d. I will praise thy name continually, and will sing praise with thanksgiv
i11g. And my supplication was heard: for thou savedst me from destrnction, 
and delivered me from the Cl'il time: t!terefore will I gh•e thanks and praise unto 
thee, and bless the name .of the Lord. 

The grammatical structure of this .passage is difficult, not to say impossible, and altogether 
out of keeping with the easy rhetoric flow of the rest of this preface. The sudden future, 
''.I will praise," might stand by itself, but there is a return to the past - "and my supplica
tion was heard"; another future follows. Even the elasticity of the parenthesis can hardly 
he stretched so far as lo make the first future clause harmonious. But if once a citation be 
supposed, the whole becomes easy. 

And I lifted up my supplication from the earth, and prayed for deliverance from death. 

I called upon the Lord, 
The father of my Lord, 

That he would not forsake me in the days of affliction; 
In the time when there was no help against the proud:

I will praise thy name continually, 
And will sing praise with thanksgiving. 

And my supplication was heard: for thou savedst me from destructio11, and deliveredst 
me from the evil time: therefore will I give thanks and praise unto thee, and bless the 
11ame of the Lord. 
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As so arranged it is easy to sec how the opening prose - " I lifted up my supplication " 
- is resumed - "And my supplication was heard": what comes between is precisely 
of the character of the psalms of deliverance in which Lhc psalter abounds, and in which the 
abrupt future is a constant fealure (compare Psalms cxxxix. 14, !xix. 30, lxxi. 22, cxliv. 9). 
Moreover the much disputed passage, " I called upon the Lord, the father of my Lord," 
is less difficult to understand in a poetic psalm than in an autobiographical preface. 

Again, on page 995 is suggested the following quotation: 

Of sorr(fUJ cometh death; 
And sorr(fUJ of heart will b(fUJ d(fUJn the strength. 

In calamity sorr(fUJ also remaineth; 
And the poor man's life is grievous to the heart. 

The essay in which this occurs is short and extremely simple; every sentence of it has to 
do with the one topic - mourning for the dead. Of the above passage the first two lir}('s 
are strictly relevant; the other two deal with sorrowful circumstances of another order. 
Now, it is quite natural for a writer, making an apposite quotation, to cite a whole verse 
where only half of it is essential to his point; but, if the passage be not a quotation, il is 
impossible to understand how the writer puts one wholly irrelevant sentence into the midst 
of other sentences which are all to the point. 

It would he tedious to discu.ss every single case. If the reader will examine the verse 
quotations suggested at x. i8, xxviii. 10, xx.ix. 25, xxx.ii. 5, xxxiii. 241 xxxiv. 20, xxxv. r.), 
xii. 8, the arrangement will speak for itself. 

In all but one of the quotations suggested so far the matter quoted is \Visdom literatur<'. 
For such cases the term ' quotation ' is almost too strong, since the evolution of Wisdom 
literature consists in a gradual progression from welding together of current sayings lo 
the style which consists in the developing of thoughts. I pass on to a more important set 
of citations, found in the two compositions of Book V and in the Essay on God's Work of 
Creation, etc. (page 970), which may be taken with these. Here the case for recogni<ing 
quotations is specially strong; moreover, such trealment solves the most obscure sentences 
of these compositions, and the passages so guoled represent a special literature with an 
interest of its own. 

To take first the Essay. The verse passages - I refer to the first three, the rest being 
gnomic - stand out from their context as couched in different style: the pictorial phra'e 
' garnished' and the semipersonifications of the first passage, the highly poetical expresoi .. 11 

in the second, " He set his eye upon their hearts," are unlike the plain prose of the wholt· 
tssay. In each case the resumption of prose after the suggested quotation comes in nalu· 
rally; whereas if the whole be supposed to be continuous writing, there is great redu11· 
dancy and repetition. Similar comments may be made "on passages represented as ve";e 
at xliii. 7 and xiv. 20. The first does not join on naturally to what precedes if the whole 
be continuous. The second disturbs the narrative flow ·of sentences, but becomes entirely 
natural if regarded as a portion of a priestly hymn, introduced to support the statement: 
" He gave him a heritage." 

The case is still clearer when we come to the longer quotation where the Praise oj 
Famous Men reaches the name of Solomon (page 1004). 

H(fUJ wise wast thou made in thy youth, 
And filled as a river with understanding I 

Thy soul covered the earth, 
And thou filledst it with dark parables. 

Thy name reached unto the isles afar of!; 
And for thy peace thou wast beloved. 

For thy songs and proverbs and parables, 
And for thine interpretations, the countries marvelled at thee. 

By the name of the Lord God, 
Which is called the God of Israel, 

Thou didst gather gold as tin, 
And didst multiply silver as lead. 
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Tho" didst bow thy loins unto women, 
And in thy body thou wast bro14ght into subjectimt. 

Thou didst blemish tlz ine ltono1'r, 
And profane thy seed, 

To bri11g wrath ttpon thy cMldren; 
A11d I was grieved for thy folly: 

So that the soi•ereignty was divided, 
And ottt of Ephraim ruled a disobedient kingdom. 

But the Lord will never forsake his mercy; 
And he will 11ot destroy any of his works, 

Nor blot out tire posterity of his elect; 
And tlze seed of him that loved him he will no~ take away; 

A 11d he i:nw a re11111a11t unto Jacob, 
And unto David a root out of him. 

Of course there is nothing impossible in the idea of a prose composition apostrophising a 
pen,onage to whom it alludes. nut a> a matter of fact, this and the similar passage on 
Elijah are the only apostrophes addressed to personages in Ecclesiasticus. It will he 
seen at once how different their style is from that of the context. There is, moreover, in 
the address to Solomon the unusual expression: " And I was grieved for thy folly." Fritz
sche and other commentators translate the aorist by a present, and understand the words 
as a remark of the author. It is natural for the author lo say he hates particular types of 
character; it would be less natural for him to speak of being grieved with a personage who 
had been dead for centuries. On the other hand, if this be part of a poetic hymn, the ' I ' 
represents the sudden interposition of the Divine Speaker, which is common in the psalms 
(compare xxxU 8, x!d. Io, xi\·. 4, xci. i4). 

The apostrophe to Elijah is in all respects an important and a difficult passage. 

Hmi! was• tlzou glorified, 0 Elijah, in thy wondrous deeds! 
And who shall glory like w1to thee ? 

ll'ho did raise up a dead man from death, 
And from the place of the dead, by the word of the Most High; 

Who brought dow11 kings to destruction, 
A 11d hono1<rab/e men from their bed: 

Who heard rebuke in Sinai, 
And judgements of vengeance i11 Horeb; 

Who anointed kings for retribution, 
A 11d prophets to succeed after hi in; 

Who was taken up ill a tempest of fire, 
In a chariot of fiery horses; 

Who was recorded for reproofs i" their seasons, 
To pacify a11ger before it brake forth into wrath; 

To turn the heart of the father unto the son, 
A11d lo restore the tribes of Jacob. 

Blc ssed are they that saw thee, 
And they that have been beautified with love: 

For we also shall surely live. 

Elijah it was who was wrapped i11 a tempest: and Elisha was filled with his 
spirit; and in all his days he was not moved by fear of any ruler, and no 011e 
brought him it1to subjectiot1. 

The prose portion of this extract seems difficult if one author has been speaking through
out; all is ciuite natural if it be read as the author commenting on a quotation he has 
marle. It is the concluding triplet which needs his comment; and he says in effect that, 
Elijah being the subject of the whole description, Elisha is the one to be understood in con
nection with the words, "they that have been beautified with love": Elisha was the 
lowrl companion who saw his master taken up, and so was filled with his spirit. 
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This arrangement further throws light upon the third line of that triplet, 

For we also shall surely live -

which is perhaps the most difficult passage in Ecclesiasticus. The words are surely a small 
peg on which to hang a resurrection doctrine which appears nowhere else in our author. 
Nor is the passage made clear by trying to associate it with Messianic hopes: the words 
are too vague to hold such a meaning. But if we have here a prophetic hymn - a hymn 
perhaps emanating originally from the very schools of prophets which figure so prominently 
in the biblical story of Elijah and Elisha - then the words, "we also shall surely live," 
are a simple expression on the part of the singers of the sense of deliverance wrought by the 
heroic Elijah for the worshippers of Jehovah compelled under Jezebel to hide ;n caves and 
dens. In any case, what obscurity may attach to that line is of less consequence if it lie a 
portion of an old hymn than if it contain the words of the son of Sirach himself. 

. Another difficult passage is found where this Praise of Famous Men reaches Ezekiel 
and the later worthies. Printed as continuous prose it would run as follows: 

It was Ezekiel who saw the vision of glory, which God shewed him upon life chariot nf 
the cherubim. For verily he remembered the enemies in storm, and to do good to 
them that directed their ways aright. Also of the iwelve prophets may the bones 
flourish again out of their place. And he comforted Jacob, and delivered them 
by confidence of hope. How shall we magnify Zerubbabel? And he was as a sig
net on the right hand: so was Jesus the son of Josedel<: etc. 

Every commentator finds the exegesis of this passage difficult. Fritzsche and others trans· 
pose sentences, so as to take tl)e words " he comforted Jacob" with the reference to Eze
kiel before the twelve prophets arc mentioned. But this docs not strip the passage of rlilli
culties; and in particular the connective particles are unnatural. But without any altera
tion the passage may be made intelligible by distribution between the author's own words 
and his brief quotations from prophetic hymns. 

It was Ezekiel who saw the vision of glory, which God shewed him upon the chariot of 
the cherubim -

For verily He remembered the enemies in storm, 
And lo do good to them that directed their ways aright -

Also of the twelve prophets may the bones flourish again out of their place -

And He comforted Jacob, 
And delivered them by confidence of hope -

How shall we magnify Zerubbabel? -

And he was as a signet on lite right ltand

so was Jesus the son of Josedek: etc. 

The writer has been touching in his own words upon successh·e worthies, and supplement· 
ing his treatment by citations from familiar hymns. When he reaches Ezekiel and 1!11 
minor prophets he is compelled to quicken his pace; his own remarks become singlP s1·11· 

tcnces, his quotations mere snatches. The lines written above as verses are intelligil,l< 
as broken quotations from a hymn, and the' he 'of the first four lines refers lo God. Th"rr 
is a close precedent for this supporting of hurried narrative by snatches of song in P.1<1/11 
!xviii, verses 12-q of which arc now generally interpreted as fragments of battle songs .. 

It is evident that the plea for the recognition of quoted passages gains with the mul~1 
plication of the cases where such an explanation seems in point. It becomes stronger stil 
when we recognise a family likeness in the passages put forward as citations. If the reade 
will read together the passages so suggested on pages 971 (the first three passages), 1001 

1003, 1004-5, 1006, he will he struck with their uniformity of style. All are composed in th 
same flow of alternate parallelism, such as would be consistent with their forming parts 0 
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one whole, or of a series of similar poems. And the general model is that found in Psalm cv, 
together "·ith (what art• modifications of that poem) Psalms lxxviii, cvi. The whole 
points to a literature of prophetic hymns: traditional rather than written, and thus admit
ting free modification such as might make the hundred and fifth psalm into the seventy
eighth or hundred and sixth, when the bright period of the first life in Canaan had given 
place to the solitude of Judah after Israel had been carried away, or even to the captivity 
of Judah itself. Such poems seem to start with the calling of a chosen people, with the 
appointment of priests and their feast days, with the succession of prophets and kings . 
. \II the extracts here. dealt with would tit into the different parts of such a poem. One 
passage, indeed, seems separate from the others: that dealing with the heavenly bodies 
(xliii. i ). But it i> noticeable that the creation of sun, moon, and stars is given a place at the 
rnrnmencement of the hundred and thirty-sixth psalm, which seems the primitive model 
of these national anthems, belonging by internal evidence to a history that is not carried 
further than the wilderness and conquests on the east of Jordan. 

NOTES TO PARTICULAR BOOKS 

Notes to Genesis 

*** Unless otherwise stated the references at the head of tlicse Noles are to Chap
ters and Verses of Bible 

See Introduction, page 1363; and General Note, page 1526, for metre of Traditional 
Poetry. 

Book I of Old Testament History 

i. I. The most marked feature in this Story of the Creation is its extreme parallelism, 
the whole dividing into two symmetrical halves, of three days each, while every section of 
the one half is balanced by a corresponding section of the other. 

A11d God said -
[Creation of Light) 

And there was evening and 
there was morning, one day 

And God said -
(Creation of the Firma
ment divirling waters 
from waters] 

And there was evening and 
there was morning, a second 
day 

f And God said -
i (Creation of Land] 
l And God said -

[Creation of Vegetation, 
Climax of inanimate Na
ture] 

And there was evening and 
there was morning, a third 
day 

And God said -
[Creation of Lights) 

And there was evening and 
there was morning, a fourth 
day 

And God said -
(Creation of Life in the 
Firmament and in the 
Waters] 

And there was evening and 
there was morning, a fifth 
day 

{

And God said -
(Creation of Life on Land1 

And God said -
(Creation of Man, Climax 
of animate Nature] 

Aud there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth 
day 

The act of creation is also associated with the Sabbath, a leading institution of the Chosen 
Nation. 

ii. 4. Whatever other reasons there may he for a double account of the Creation, this 
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second account clearly connects itself from the very beginning with the Temptation in the 
Garden. 

iv. I. This separation of the righteous and the wicked is a first step towards the call of 
a Chosen Nation. 

Iv. 16. A brief historic notice of first beginnings in development, on the one hand of 
things secular (with weapons of war for a climax), and on the other hand of religion (the 
calling upon the LORD). -The' Song of Lamech' or' Song of the Sword' is a celebration 
of the power of deadly weapons. The ' vengeance on Cain ' may be a proverbial expres
sion: the new power for vengeance provided by weapons is beyond even that. If the mar
ginal reading of R. V. to Matthew xviii. 22 be taken, the saying of Christ may be an allusion 
to this Song of the Sword. 

v. I. A Genealogy connecting Adam and Noah. 
vi. I. Development of wickedness in the world leading up to the Flood. 
vi. 9. The recommencement of the world in the righteous Noah, and the new Ccvenant 

of the Rainbow. [The word ' covenant' was not used in the case of Adam, but the whole 
situation implies it.] 

ix. 18. The breaking out again of separation between the righteous and the wick<"d, 
this time in nations, Canaan being the ancestor of the wicked nations. A clear stage 
towards the coming Call. 

x. I. A Genealogy of the nations of the world according to their descent from the sons 
of Noah, and their localisation. 

xi. I. Dispersion of the nations and confusion of speech: a stage towards the selection 
of a single nation. 

xi. IO. A Genealogy linking Shem with Abram. 

Book II of Old Testament History 

xii. I. Book II starts with the founder of the Chosen People: an individual separated 
by a mission to found a nation, with Canaan as a Promised Land. Throughout the rest 
of the book this nation is in the stage of a family. 

xii. 10 and xiii. I. Family incidents, affecting the wife and nephew. Special protec
tion for the wife (so xx. I), as the mother of the coming Seed. 

xv. I. Further narrowing of the Call (Ishmael, or illegitimate children, excluded), 
and renewal of the Covenant with two tokens: ( 1) change of names [Abram is lofty father: 
Abraham, father of a multitude of nations; Sarah is princess, the meaning of Sarai is un
known]; and (2) circumcision as an outward token. [Not an absolute mark, as Ishmad 
is circumcised. But the true seed Isaac is born from a circumcised father.] 

xviii. I. Different relation of Abraham and Lot to the judgment on the wicked citic5 
of Canaan. 

xix. 29. Origin of nations outside the Covenant with which the Chosen Nation was tu be 
much mixed up - the Moabites and Ammonites, descended from Lot. 

xxi. I. Birth of the true heir, and complete exclusion of Ishmael. 
xxi. 22. This, like many of the historic sections, seems to have for its purpose to ex-

plain local names in the Promised Land. 
xxii. I. The Offering of Isaac emphasises the de·votion of the Chosen People. 
xxii. 20. This Genealogy of the kindred of Abraham is of course to introduce Rebekah. 
xxiii. I. The negotiation for Sarah's Tom h is in reality a taking possession of the Prom-

ised Land, nomad peoples having no point of fixity except their sepulchres. 
xxiv. I. The wooing of ~ebekah emphasises still further the separation of the S1Td 

from the peoples of Canaan. 
xxv. 21. This and subsequent sections dealing with the relations of Esau and Jan'h 

constitute a still further narrowing of the Call: not only have the illegitimate desccndanls 
of Abraham been excluded, but now of the lawful sons of Isaac one loses his birthright a111l 
falls out of the succession. The name Jacob means' supplanter' in the sense of one who 
'takes by the heel,' - an allusion to the circumstances of the birth. 

xxvi. I. The story of Rebekah and Abimelech is in a different position from the simi
lar stories of Sarah, because it is part of a lengthy section dealing with the relations between' 
Isaac and the men of Cerar, the purpose of whirh is the obvious historic purpose of explain-
ing local names. 
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:n:vi. 34. This is a brief transition to what follows, as showing how Esau by intermarry
ing with the people of the land still further separates himself from the succession of the 
Chosen. 

:x:xvii. 1. Jn this elaborate storv we have the formal exclusion of Esau. 
xxvii. 41. Not only is this a crisis in the personal history of Jacob, to whom the succes

sion has now passed, but it further emphasises the separation in marriage of the Seed from 
the peoples of Canaail. 

x:xix. 1. Besi<lcs carrying on the history, this story explains the names of sons of Jacob, 
ancestors of the tribes. - And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed. 
The former is Aramaic and the latter Hebrew for the same meaning, - ' the heap of 
witness.' 

:xxxii. 3. This is a crisis in the history of Jacob, connected with the change of the name 
to · farad.' Taking the first and third paragraphs together we may say that it amounts 
to a renewal of the Covenant to this the third ancestor. 

xx.xiv. I. This history is introduced for its important bearing on the antagonism be7 
tween the Chosen People and the peoples of Canaan. 

x:xxv. I. This section has a purpose connected with local names. Allon-bacuth signifies 
' oak of weeping.' 

xxxv. 9. A still more formal renewing of the Covenant with Jacob. 
xx.xv. 16. Family incidents: birth of Benjamin and disgrace of Reuben. -Ben-oni 

is ' son of my sorrow'; Beu-jamin, ' son of my right hand.' 
xx.xvii. I. This is the fully developed Epic of Joseph and his Brethren, interrupted, 

and continued. Besides its intrinsic interest, it has proportionate historic importance as 
connecting the Chosen Nation with Egypt. Note the renewal of the Covenant to Jacob 
on his way down to Egypt, and the indication in this vision of the place of Egypt in the his
tory of the ChoSt·n (xlvi. 1-4). 

xxxviii. I. The history here introduced has double importance (1) as giving the origin 
of a leading family of Judah (compare Ruth, chapter iv. 12, 18; I Chronicles xxvii. 3; 
Xehemiah ,.;. -l-6); and (2) as giving antiguity to the custom of the husband's brother rais
ing seed lo the widow. Its introduction at this point (interrupting the story of Joseph) 
is obviously explained by the words at that time. 

xi vii. 13. Joseph's administration of Egypt: the chosen family for once in its history 
conneCled with the world empire. 

xlvii. 28. This makes a natural conclusion to Book II, the Blessing of Jacob, which 
must be regarded as a form of Prophecy, foreshadowing the future of the Tribes of Israel; 
in particular, recognising Manasseh and Ephraim as heads of tribes, and also the priority 
of Ephraim over Manasseh. For the metre, etc., of the Blessing, see above, page 1527. 

Notes to Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers 
These three books of the Bible make the section of history here entitled The Exodus. 

See Introduction, page l 364. 

Book m of Old Testament History 

Exodus i. 6. This hrief section is important as conveying the change of the Israelites 
from a familv to a nation. 

Exodus L 8. The elaborateness of this epic story emphasises how the exodus from 
Egypt was the real birth of Israel as a nation; and also how the sign of such new birth 
\\as the revelation of God hy the new name of JEHOVAH. As a literary study, it is very 
suggestive to read side by side the accounts of the Plagues in Exodus, and the elaborate pic
tures of the same in The Wisdom of Solomon. Compare pages 1033-6. 

Exodus xii. I. This is to be separated from the narrative as the Constitution of the 
Passover for all time. Compare its full provision for the future with the brief mention of 
the future below, where the narrative describes Moses acting on this Divine ordinance. 

Exodus xii. 40. This joint ordinance brings together the institution of the Passover 
and the law of the Firstborn, both being here and elsewhere connected with the night of the 
deliverance from Egypt. 
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Exodus xv. 1. Metre of the Song of Moses and Miriam. The characteristics of An
tique Metre arc stated above, page 1 526. This song has an elaborate stanza structure. The 
words I have presented as a footnote, taken in connection with the introductory words, 
indicate the mode of performance: the body of the song would be performed by Moses and 
the Men, the refrain between the stanzas by Miriam and the Women. [Compare Debo
rah's Song (page 223), in which the structure requires a Chorus of Men and a Chorus of 
Women alternating.] In this song the structure suggests a prelude and three stanzas, each 
opening with an apostrophe to God. By a recognised lyric device, the stanzas augment, 
both in the number of their lines, and in the Iulness with which the incident is treated. 

Exodus xv. 22. A simple historic section bringing out the leading incidents on the 
march from Egypt lo Sinai; they arc associated with the miraculous provision of manna 
and water, the institution of subordinate judges, and the contest at Rephidim, which was 
the foundation of the lasting feud between Israel and Amalek. 

Exodus xix. 3. The biblical word ' law' is wider than its modern usage. A ' law' 
will comprehend historical circumstances of its institution, and in Deuteronomy may ex
press an oration in recommendation of God's laws and their observance. (See below 
page 1548.) 

The 'Ten Commandments' from Sinai, as given here and in Deuteronomy, are foun,_ 
to differ ~ubstantially, although in each rasc they are introduced as the words of (;od. The 
explanation is that the actual Divine command, delivered supernaturally on this occasion, 
is to be understood as merged in general recommendatory matter, the result of Moses' 
whole intercourse with God. Hence only the portions here printed in small capitals are 
to be understood as the actual ' Ten Commandments.' Compare Deuternuomy, chapter v. 

Exodus xx. 22. With this ' Book of the Covenant ' compare others: Exodus xxxii. '1, 
Leviticus xvii. r, and Deuteronomy xii. I. The essence of each is a summary of Divine 
ordinances: hence they may be differently stated in each. Besides, there may be narration 
of the circumstances attending the institution of the Covenant, statement of the relation 
between God ancl his people, ceremonial recognition of the covcnantal relation, elaborate 
promises anrl.. warnings. 

Exodus xxiv. 12 and xxxv. I. The first of these is a specification of the Tabernacle 
and its service; the second gives in srecific detail the carrying out of the first. -And he 
gave mtto Moses, when he had made 1111 end of communing with him upon mount Sinai ... 
tables of stone written with the finger of God. It might seem as if these words ought to com
mence the next section, H. But Section G has begun with a summons to Moses to come up 
to the mount to receive these tables of stone: the interview so commenced is made the 
occasion of the specification of the tabernacle. 

Exodus xxxil. I. See above, xx. 22. A second Covenant is not to be understood as abro
gating what has gone before, hut is a different statement of the relations bel'ween God and 
his people, things appearing in difTercnt proportions as adapted to a difTerent conjunction· 
of circumstances. 

Exodus xxxiv. 27 is understood by many to imply that this Covenant, like the preced
ing, contains ' ten words,' or Commandments. I reprint the latter part here, so as to in
timate what may probably be understood as the ten distinct 'words': here as in the text 
of the Ten Commandments from Sinai, the actual command will be found merged in recom
mendatory matter. (Capital type distinguishes the Commandments. Compare above, 
page 72.) 

I. Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the landw!tithcr 
thou goes/, lest it be for a snm·e in the midst of thee: but ye shall break down tlu·i•· 
altars, and dash i11 pieces their pillars, and ye shall cut down their Asherim: for 
THOU SHALT WORSHIP NO OTHER GOD: for the LORD whose name is 
Jealous, is a jealous God: lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of till" 
land, and they go a whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, awl 
one call thee aud thou eat of his sacrifice; and thou take of their daughters unto thy 
sons, and their daughters go a whoring after their gods, and make thy sons go " 
whoring after their gods. 2. THOU SHALT MAKE THEE NO MOLTEN GODS. 
J. THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD SHALT THOU KEEP. Seven days 
thou shalt eat unleavened bread, 11s I commanded thee, at the time appointed in the 
month A bib: for in the mo·1ith A bib thou came st out from Egypt. 4. A LL THAT 
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OPEN ETH THE IV0.118 IS MINE: and all thy cattle that is male, the first/ings 
of ox and sheep. And the firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb: and 
if tlrou will not redeem it, then thou shalt break its neck. All the firstborn of thy 
.<ons thou shall rl"deem. And none shall appear before me empty. 5. SIX 
DAJ'S THOU SHALT WORK, BUT ON THE SEVENTH DAY THOU SHALT 
REST. 6. /N PLOUGHING Tl.I/£ AND IN HARVEST THOU SHALT REST. 
And thou shalt observe the feast of u•ccks, c-ven of the firs/fruits of wheat harvest, 
and tire fr<1st of ingathering at the year's end. 7. THREE TIMES A YEAR SHALL 
ALL THI' M.4LES APPEAR BEFORE THE LORD GOD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL. 
For I will cast out nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any 
man desire thy land, wizen tlrou gocst up to appeai before the LORD thy God three 
limn in tire year. 8. THOU SHALT NOT OFFER THE BLOOD OF MY SACRI
FICE 11'/TH LEA VEN ED BREAD: neither shall the sacrifice of the feast of tlze 
passm•er be left unto the morning. 9. THE FIRST OF THE F/RSTFRU/TS OF 
THI" GROUND THOU SHALT BRING UNTO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 
TH!" GOD. '10. THOU SHALT NOT SEETHE A KID IN ITS MOTHER'S 
.II/LI\.. 

Leviticus i. 1. I entitle this ' Law and Ritual': the earlier part makes prominent the 
actual oblations, the latter part gives more specific directions to the priests as to details in 
the mode of offering. 

Leviticus viii. 1. This is a case where the word ' law' includes an historic incident 
associate cl with its institution or early execution. Compare Appendix E above, or Appendix 
D of Book IV. 

Leviticus xvi. 16. In the institution of the Scapegoat the words he shall make atone
ment for tire holy place, bemuse of the uncleannesses of the children of I sracl, show that this 
is to be taken as a part of the general Law of Purification. 

Leviticus xvii. I. For this important ' Covenant of Holiness' compare other Cove
nant' [Exodus xx. 22, Exodus xx.xii. 1, Deuteronomy xii. 1). The conception of Holiness 
seems to indudc separation from the sins or evil customs of the surrounding peoples; 
separation by national signs, such as the Sabbath and the J ubilc; separateness in the way 
of laws anrl legal customs; holiness as opposed to uncleanness in the offerings of the Lord. 
The section is further unified by characteristic expressions, such as " I am the LORD." 
The first four paragraphs (chapter xvii of Leviticus) are hy some separated from this section. 
But their connection consists in their providing as to the proper place of sacrifice; and it 
is noticeable that both the Covenant in se.::tion F above, and that in Deuteronomy, com
mence with provisions as to the rightful place of sacrifice. 

Numbers v. 1. Sundry laws: the law of the Leper, of Restitution, of the Jealous Hus
band, of the :\f azirite, and of the Priestly Blessing. 

Numbers ix. 1. The supplementary, sometimes called the Little Passover. 

Book IV of Old Testament History 

Numbers ix. 15. In preparation for the Start from Sinai, which makes the natural 
place for beginning Book IV, are given the general ordinances and arrangements for the 
n1arch. 

Numbers xiii. 1. This incident of the Spies is the turning point in the Israclitish mi
gration; it is the foundation for the thirty-eight years' wandering in the wilderness, and 
the provision of a new generation to enter the Land of Promise. 

Numbers xvi. 1. Though the section is full of historic difficulties, yet the general tenor 
of this documentary section seems to connect the laws as to the position of priests and 
Le\ites with the incidents of rebellion here narrated. 

Numbers xx. I. Another turning point: the incident of Meribah appears as the 
foundation for the deposition of Moses. 

Numbers xxi. 1. This brief section has an importance as connected with the 'devot
ing' of the conquered Canaanitish nations. The word Hormah means' devoted.' 

Numbers xxi. 14, 17, 26 etc. I have represented certain portions of these sections as 
footnotes, because of their unlikeness to the rest of the narrative. It must be understood 
that such arrangement is not meant to suggest any rloubt as to the authenticity of passages 
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so treated; it is solely a question of the di!Terent page-setting of ancient and modern 
books. 

Numbers xxii. 2. For this epic incident of Balaam see the Introduction, page r 366. 
!t .will be ?bserved that the paragraph containing. the incident of the Ass (verses 2r-35J 
1s ignored m the rest of the story; verse 36 following naturally after verse 20. This sug
gests interpolation. 

Numbers xxv. I. This section has a double importance, as laying the foundation of 
the greatness of one of the priestly houses (compare the prominence of Phinehas in the son 
in Sirach's list of the Worthies of Israel in Ecclesi.asticus xiv. 23); and also as the origin of the 
lasting feud with Midian. 

Numbers xxxi. I. It is somewhat difficult to determine whether this is not to be reck
oned as a section of the historic narrative; but on the whole it appears that the narrative 
is introduced as the foundation of what was a general law. 

Notes to Deuteronomy 
See Introduction, page r366; and General Note on Footnotes, page 1532. 

Ti tie: Deuteronomy 

The title 'Deuteronomy' is a curious one. It is a Greek exprP,ssion meaning 'second 
law' or' repeated law.' In this sense it is used in the Septuagint (chapter xvii. rS), where 
the R. V. reads: 

[The king] shall write him a copy of this law in a book, out of that which is before tlie 
priests the Levites. 

But the Greek of the Septuagint means 'this repetition of the law' [deuteronomion], not 
copy of this law: and on this mistranslation the traditional title of the book has been 
founded. 

Title Page 

Verses r, 2, of chapter i seem to constitute (in modern phrase) a' title page' of the whole 
book. Compare Proverbs, Isaiah, etc. The district so exactly located is the scene of all 
that comes within the book; the local indication in the title to the fourth oration is genernl, 
and does not conflict with the title of the whole in these verses. There is a title page with 
a similar amount of exactness to the Book of Tobit. 

Oration I 

Preface. The point of this brief preface is to define the exact date of the first oration, 
and so approximately of those which follow, just as the title page to the whole book has 
exactly defined the place in which these speeches were delivered. When it is recollected 
that unity is given to Deuteronomy as a literary whole by the idea of its being a Farewell 
to Israel, then it will seem only natural to find prefatory matter bringing the scene to the 
final halting-place of Moses with the people, and the final month of the hero's life. 

To declare this law, saying . . . It may be worth while to remind the reader that th1· 
word law has a wider sense in biblical than in modern English. Besides '"hat is of tin· 
nature of ordinance and commandment it will include histories connected with these (lhl' 
Law and the Prophets); more than this, the' law of the Lord' extends to all revealed litera
ture (Psalm i. 2, etc.). So in the present work, the phrase this law in this preface intro
duces, not actual law, but an oration on the subject of law; and the phrase later on (prefan· 
to Oration TTI) seems to signify the Ceremonial of the Blessing and the Curse (see note). 

Title of the Oration. It is easy to infer from the clear argument of this first speech 
the title: MOSES' ANNOUNCEMENT OF ms DEPOSITION. The historic survey leads up to 
this point of God's refusal, repeated after Moses' intercession, to allow Moses to lead the 
people into the land of promise; and the exhortation which makes the rest of the speech 
takes its rise from the same consideration, - that the commandments of Moses can now 
be neither added to nor diminished, it remains to keep them. · 
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Arg11111e11/ of the Oration. r. Historic survey of the authority wielded by Moses: its 
supremacy revealed in appointment of subordinates - rebellion against it at Kadesh
barnca led to the thirty-eight years' wandering in the wilderness until the rebellious genera
tion was consumed, !\loses himself being involved in the Divine wrath - these years spent 
in peace in the neighbourho0d of nations the Israelites were not permitted to touch -
then a new era appears in which panic goes before their steps, Moses still ordaining what 
people to spare and what to exterminate, and dividing the conquered lands - Moses' 
personal hopes rise with this change of fortune: but God denies his prayer, and finallv 
confirms his deposition. 2. Exhortation. By this deposition Moses' work of lawgiver 
stands as a compkte whole: it remains to obey - they must remember the original giving 
of the law on Horeb, voice "·ithout form: so they must make no form - nor worship the 
hosts of hea,·en, which God has divided among all nations, but Israel is a people of inherit
ance kept by God for himself - he will be jealous for his inheritance (Moses himself has 
experienced this Divine jealousy) -yet over judgment mercy preponderates (which last 
makes the peroration of the speech). 

[Here may be noted the distinction of this from the following oration: in this first it 
is generol authority of !\foses that is treated, and a general view of the law; in the second, 
Moses' special prcrogati\'e as an interpreter of God's statutes is made prominent, and these 
statutes, as a whole and in detail, follow.) 

i. 37. Also the LORD was a1Zgrywith 111e for your sakes. These words, or an allusion to 
the circumstance in other words, occur five times (in the Bible numbering: i. .37, iii. 26, 
h·. n, xx:tl. q, xn;i. 51). The last explains more fully the incident on which they are 
founded (with which compare Numbers, chapter xx. 10). They form a most important 
thread of connection through the different parts of the book (see Introduction, page 1371 ). 

The footnotes on pages 160-2. It is obvious that the passages printed as footnotes 
to this oration are not intended as part of the speech. They are notes, chiefly on the 
aboriginal settlement of the regions mentioned in the speech by races of giants. Compare 
Genesis, chapter :xiv. 5. 

iv. 4r. Tlreu Moses separated three cities, etc. This is an editorial conclusion to the 
first oration. The historic sun·ey ip that oration has been carried to the complete estab
lishment of a portion of Israel on the cast of Jordan: the note adds a detail of this omitted 
in the speech - the final act of appointing cities of refuge in the east Jordanic district. It 
also ma\" sen·e as a time link between Orations I and II, if it be understood to imply that 
the appointment of these cities was made between the delivery of the first and the second 
oration. The then favours this ,;ew. 

Oration II 

Preface. The second oration is a natural sequel of the first, dealing elaborately and in 
detail with what the fin;t oration opened in general terms. The first oration had presented 
the law of Moses as now brought to completeness, and made appeal for obedience to this 
law. The second oration announces that " this is the law " of which the former speech had 
spoken. 

Title. I have varied widely from the usual interpretation of Deuteronomy in giving to •his 
second oration the title: Trrn DELIVERY OF THE COVENANT TO THE LEVITES AND ELDERS. 
I must premise that I am making two orations (II and III) of what is usually considered 
a single discourse (see on Preface to Oration III). But the two are closclv connected in 
time, and may be understood as delivered on the same day (though this day.has not neces
sarily a _literal significance in Deuteronomy: compare chapter ix. 1), in any case, the close 
of Oration II makes provision for the ceremony which leads to Oration III. There is no 
doubt about the occasion of what I am calling the third oration; but what, according to 
my arrangement, is the exact point of Oration II? 

I take my idea of its title from the following passage in chapter xxxi. 24. 

4 nd it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of wruing the words of this law 
in a book, until they were finished, that M nses commanded the Levites, which bare 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying, Take this book of the law, and put it 
by t1!" side of ~he ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for 
a witness against thee. For I kn= thy rebellion and thy stiff neck; behold, while 
I am yet alive wuh you this day, ye have been rebellious against thJJ L.ORD; and 
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how much more after my death? Assemble unto me all the elders of your tribes, 
and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and 
earth to witness against them. 

The association of this passage with the occasion of Oration II just gives the purport for 
the speech which is required. The first speech, by announcing Moses' deposition, implied 
the end of that state of things under which the leader had proclaimed each ordinance as it 
came to him. They henceforth make a whole: a written 'Book of the Covenant,' which 
is recited or read at the conclusion of Oration II. Passing out of Moses' hands, the law 
must be given into the custody of the Levites and ciders; the passage cited above describes 
the confiding of the written volume to the Levites to be placed by the ark, and the sum
moning of the elders and officers that Moses may speak these worrls in their ears. It is 
true that the second oration is, in its preface, described as delivered to 'all Israel.' But 
this gives just the combination suggested by my title to Oration II: Moses addresses the 
law to the Levites and elders in the presence of the whole people. In this way it is easier 
to understand the words, "call heaven and earth to witness against them," as following 
the mention of Levites, elders and officers. 

The only difficulty is that the extract cited above appears, not in connection with the 
second oration, but in the preface to the Song of l\Ioses. But the reference of the paragraph 
cannot be to the Song, for the means of preserving and handing this down have occupied 
the preceding paragraph. It is clearly the Book of the Covenant which is to be laid by the 
ark. Nor can the position of this paragraph in the preface to the Song imply that what 
this paragraph describes took place at that time; because part of the incident is the calling 
an assembly "that I may call heaven and earth to witness against them," - words that 
fit in with the Book of the Covenant and its sequel ceremonies, but not with Moses' Song. 
The suggestion is that the paragraph describes what took place earlier, hut, for some rea
son, is mentioned later. And the reason is not difficult to discover. This preface begins 
by describing the arrangements for the oral transmission of the Song, and it proceeds to 
tell how analogous steps had been taken for the custody and reading of the written law. 

No doubt the matter is not free from difficulty, bu~ there seems foundation enough for 
connecting this second oration with an assembly in which l\foses, in the presence of the 
whole people, is delivering his Book of the Covenant into the charge of the Levites and 
ciders. 

Argument of Oration II. This is not so much a logical order of thought as a (faintly 
marked) pendulum swing between future and past. - Introduction: The Law from Sinai, 
delivered by actual voice of God, so terrified the people that they begged that Moses should 
stand as interpreter between God and themselves: the statutes so interpreted arc now gath
ered into one whole. -Moses commences with the Name of Jehovah, the whole-hearted 
love for Jehovah, His law to be ever present with the people - [future] the enjoyment of 
the promised land shall not lead them to tempt God, but their children's inguiries shall be 
answered with the story of the deliverance from Egypt [past]- [future] when the nations 
arc being conquered they shall not make alliances with them (for they are a peculiar people 
to Jehovah) but shall make all that pertains to idolatry a devoted thing- [past] the memory 
of the way God has led them shall teach them that their wealth is not of their making, but 
God has given them power to get wealth - [future] when the nations perish before their 
arms they shall not think that for their righteousness the enemy is overthrown, but [past] 
shall remember all the~r stiff necked rebellions: yet what has God requirer! of them but love 
and obedience? - [future] the land into which they are to enter is not, like Egypt, a land 
depending upon human labour for fertility, but directly upon God's rain from heaven: 
disobedience will thus mean loss of the increase of the land, until they perish from it -
so the oration returns to its starling-point: the law to be ever present with them. For 
conclusion, mention is made of the ceremonial of the Blessing and the Curse (which is the 
subject of the next oration): but first the Book of the Covenant is recited at length. 

v. 6-21. The variations in the Law from Sinai, as it appears here and in Exodus, arc 
most simply explained by understanding that the brief words of command, here printed 
in capitals, are all that is to be considered as actual words of God: the rest is the comment 
of Moses. These variations include entirely different reasons assigned in the two accounts 
for the observance of the Sabbath. 

vii. 20, T.ke LORD thy God will send the hornet among them. This is in the Wisdom 
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of Solomon (xii. 3-22) enlarged upon as a form of mercy to the enemic~ of God (compare 
above, page 1029). 

x. 6: footnote to page 169. These sentences are recognised as one of the greatest 
difficulties in the whole book. Quite apart from the historical questions they raise, they 
seem entirely disconnectc<l from their co)1text. Three different kinds of explanation have 
been offered. i. That they are out of their place, or else a gloss. This cannot he enter
tained here, as this series accepts the text of the R. V. 2. A spiritual explanation, founded 
on the meaning of the names of places. [Thus l\Ir. \Valler, in Bishop Ellicott's Commentary 
for Schools: " From certain ' wells of water '-the wells of the children of J aakan ( crooke<l
ness) - the people of God take their journey to the scene of the high priest's death. From 
thence to Hor-hagidga<l or Gudgodah, the mount of the 'troop,' or 'band' (Sinai is the 
mount of the ' congregation ' in the Old Testament, Zion in the New), and thence to a 
fo11d of rivers of W<1/cr. It is only another way of relating how from the wells of the Law 
we pass to the ri,·crs of living water opened by the Gospel. But we must pass by way of 
tile cross of Chris/." There arc rabbinical interpretations of the same kind, with different 
meanings.] Such mctho<ls of interpretation belong to hermeneutics, which take in second
ary and mystic senses. But they have no place in literary interpretation, which seeks the 
primary or natural sense, if for no other reason, because the passage so understood would 
stand alone in the book, all the rest of it admitting a natural meaning (whatever additional 
and mystic senses may be added to it). 3. The third alternative, which I have adopted, 
is to understand the words as a' footnolc 1 ' commenting upon the word ark in the text, here 
mentioned for the first time in this book. The note concerns itself with the point in the 
journe)~ngs where the Levites were first separated as custodians of this ark, in which the 
Law of Sinai had been placed. Even as a footnote the words arc far from seeming natural. 
But this explanation has the advantage of being supported by five other places in which 
similar footnotes occur (chapters ii. ro-12; 20-23; iii. 9, rr, q, of the Bible numbering). 
A further confirmation is the change in these verses from the first to the third person. The 
objection that the words the LORD thy God are inappropriate in a footnote may be met by 
supposing the last part of the note to be a (free) quotati<!n from the Book of the Covenant 
(compare chapter xviii. r, 2). 

The Book of the Covenant 

Chapters xii to xxvi (inclusive) evidently contain the ' Book of the Covenant,' the cen
tral point of Deuteronomy, that which all the rest is to enforce. [The full phrase (Exodus, 
chapter xxiv. i) does not occur in Deuteronomy; but the separate words 'book' and 'cove
nant' are found repeatedly.] Like the similar books of the covenant elsewhere in Bible 
history, it does not consist of laws only, but these are formally introduced, and the whole 
is concluded with exhortation and promise. The style of this Book of the Covenant is 
popular and spiritual, rather than technical. Compare pages 72, 83, 106. 

Oration III 

Preface. Between the Book of the Covenant and the third oration is found a succession 
of paragraphs which needs careful study. 

1. An ordinance enjoining the Ceremony of the Blessing and the Curse as an institution 
to be observed on the other side of Jordan. [The words Thou shalt write upon (the sto11cs) 
all th" words of this law mean that the Curses and the Blessings are to he so written. This 
fa appropriate and practicable; whereas the Book of the Covenant would be far too long 
for writing upon an altar. Compare, moreover, the phraseology used in the Book of Joshua 
where the fulfilment of this ordinance i• narrated (chapter viii. 32, H): Aud he wrote there 
upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses ... a11d afterward he read all /he words of the 
law, the blessing and the curse, accordi11J; to all that is written in the book of the law. l 

2. A paragraph which seems to describe the commencement of a ceremonial: And 
Moses amt /he priests the Levites spake nnlo all Israel, sayi11g, Keep sile11ce, a11d hearke11, 
0 Israel; this day thou art become the people of the LORD thy God, etc. 

3. A paragraph that apparently describes Moses arranging a ceremonial, though a cere
monial connected wit_h the other side of Jordan: And Moses charJ;ed the people the same 
day, sayi1tg, These shall stand npon mount Gerizim ... And the Levites shall answer, etc. 
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4. A Series of Curses in full ritual form, with the A men of the people [but no ~imilar 
ritual of Blessings]. 

5. Blessings, not in ritual form, but in oratorical language [the first and second persons 
used, not the third person; flowing sentences, etc.]. 

6. In similar oratorical form, and at great length, a series of Curses. 
It appears to me impossible to explain this succession of paragraphs except by under

standing a REHEARSAL OF THE CEREMONY OF THE BLESSING AND THE CunsE. Ground 
similar to the valley between Eba! and Gerizim is chosen, Moses arranges the Ceremonial 
(as he afterwards teaches the Song), and it proceeds in ritual form as far as the close of the 
Curses. Then (as it is only a rehearsal) Moses interrupts it, takes the matter in his own 
hands, and himself, in the language of oratory, deals with the Blessings, and subseguentl)' 
with the Curses. This constitutes the third oration. 

Argument. There is no logical argument, for it is all peroration. The matter of the 
Blessings constitutes a sinii:le paragranh. The matter of the Curses makes three lengthy 
paragraphs: the first painting in genoral terms the threatened woes - the second enforcing 
the thought: All these shall come because they have not hearkened unto the voice of the 
LonD, and foreshadowing the mystic 'enemy' - the third starts with the ' glorious and 
fearful Name': and carries forward the ruin to a dim"" by which the original delivc·ran<e 
from Egypt is reversed in a voluntary slavery. 

Oration IV 

Preface and Title. The brief preface does not imply any locality different from the 
locality of the rest of the book. It speaks of a second 'covenant' between the LORD and 
Israel, beside the covenant which he made with them in JI oreb. These last words relate to 
the covenant which began with the givinii: of the Law from Sinai, was continued in the 
separate statutes' interpreted' to the people by Moses, and brought into a complete whole 
in the' Book of the Covenant,' wi~h which the two previous speeches have associated them
selves. A 'covenant' with God is to he understood, not as a specific act (like the signing 
of a bond) to he performed once for all, hut as a ceremonial (like the coronation of a mo11·
arch) recog:iising what is already in existence. Thus a covenant ceremony is designed for 
repetition, and there is nothing lo create difliculty in finding a second covenant celebrated 
in the same place, and at but a short interval of time after the other. 

But in such repeated ceremonials the matter of the covenant may vary, as occasion 
may suggest. Is there anything in the occasion, or in the matter of this fourth oration, to 
make any material difference in the ceremonial so celebrated? Two differences are 
noticeable. x. In the occasion: it is the final appeal of Moses, and at the close he retires 
from the leadership, and installs Joshua in his place. 2. There is a notable addition to the 
matter of Moses' address, as compared with that of previous addresses. Hitherto he has 
treated the people as a whole: now for the first time the idea of personal or tribal, as dis
tinguished from national righteousness, comes in. It might seem desirable to convey this 
by the title: but as the oration is almost given a title by the bifilical introduction of it, I 
have thought it best to keep to this: THE COVENANT JN THE LAND OF Mo..\B. 

Argument. After a brief historic review the speaker seems to survey the difTerent classes 
of people standing before him, the survey including those who will be found in future scenes 
of the same kind: he thus at once reaches his main theme. If (1) any man or woman, or 
(2) family or tribe, shall be nourishing evil in their hearts, and thinking to escape in tlll' 
general righteousness: that man or woman shall be separated unto evil out of all the trib<·s 
of Israel, the land of that family or tribe shall be as Sodom. - Then there is a promise .. r 
mercy upon repentance as in previous addresses - then a final appeal and the personal 
farewell. 

xxix. 19. To destroy the moist with the dry. This is of course a proverbial expression: 
compare the i;reen tree and the dry in Ezekiel, chapter xx. 4 7, and Luke xxiii. 3x. The general 
sense of the passage is clear: the individual evil-doer has no fear of so infecting the rest of 
'the nation with his evil as to draw down the curse (compare the echo of the passage in 
Hebrews, chapter xii. 15). The construction of the English sentence is peculiar: a negative 
seems wanted before the words to destroy, etc. I presume a negative is involved in the ex
pression bless himself, which is equivalent to ' except himself from th)' curse ' : so tha~ the 
whole is, 'he shall except himself from the fear of destroying the moist with the dry.' 
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xxix. 29. The secret th i11gs belong unto tire LORD our God: but the things that are 
rn•ea/ed be/mrg unto 1IS and to our cMldren for ever, that we may do al/ the ·words of this law. 
The context makes the meaning: tile secret things (of the sin) are for God to discover, but 
the judgment when revealed is before us for ever as a warning. 

xxxi. 9-13. And Moses wrote this ldw a11d delii•ercd it, etc. This passage must 
be distinguished from the somewhat similar passage in the preface to the Song (chapter 
xxxi. 24--<)). The first is an editorial note to Oration IV, with respect to its being read lo the 
people on subsequent occasions. The word 'law' covers 'legal exhortation,' and the fur
ther words, Assemblr tlrr people, the mm a11d the 'liJomen a11d the little ones, and thy stranger 
that is 'U.'ilhin tlty gates, connect themselves with the commencement of this oration. On 
the other hand, the later passage (as already pointed out abo,·e, page r 549) relates to the 
delh·ery of the (other) Book of the Cownant to the Levites and clclcrs he fore the ceremony 
extending through Orations II and III: the Levites to have the custody of the book, and 
the elders to receive Moses' charge in public as representatives of the people. 

The Song of Moses 

Preface. The preface consists of three parts: r. The circumstances under which Moses 
received the command to compose and teach this Song; and how he composed and taught 
it. 2. The similar means used to ensure the preservation of the Book of the Covenant, 
and the teaching it (through the elders) to the people. 3. Resuming r, the preface 
describes the reciting of the Song before the people. 

Jietre. The Song of ~loses and the Last \\"ords of Moses are in what may be called 
'Antique ~Ielre.' The law of this is very simple. !\ unit or 'strain' of this metre is a 
single couplet of alternate parallelism, of which either line may be strengthened by an 
additional line, hut not both. (Sec aboYC, page 1526.) 

Argumrnt of tlu Su11g. The line of thought seems lo be a pendulum movement, sway
ing bct\\'een descriptions of God and Isrnel. After a prelude the keynote of the !"ong is 
struck in the word Rock as applied to the righteous Jehornh in contradistinction lo the per
verse people. Then a long succession of verses depicts the tenderness and bounty of God 
lo his people of inheritance -- a turning-point is found wherl' Jes/rurun waxes fat and kirks 
- the next di,·ision of the ode is filled \\'itb lhe judgments of the unswerving God - for 
the next section the poet is reOecting on the blindness of· Israel, and the loathly gods \\'hich 
they have preferred to their own Rock - by a su:ldcn turn the Divine Yoicc is heard medi
tating on the \'engeance he has \·et in store for the oppressors of his people - when this 
has reached a dimax a brief conclusion calls upon the nations lo rejoice in the rescue of the 
people of God. 

Title of So11g. The Rock: the prominence ;,; this metaphor is interesting in a song 
adapted to a nation in the wilderness. -He set the bounds of the peoples accordi11g to tire 
1111111ber of the children of Israel. The reference is to a Jewish tradition that the number of 
nations after the Babel dispersion was seventy, and the number of families of Israel going 
down to Egypt, seventy also. This· is, as a poetic expression, made an example of God's 
delight in his own: their very numbers he uses in the numbering of the nations. - ]eshu
ru11. l'scd here, and in the Last \Yards of Moses, and again in Isaiah, chapter xliv. 2. It 
is (if lhl' expression may be allowed) a' pct name' for God's people. It is a word signifying 
' righteous' with an intensive termination. 

Editorial Cu11dusion. This is simply a continuation of the preface: the enforcement 
of the remembering and acting on the Song. There is a similar preface and editorial con
clusion lo the next section. 

The Last Words of Moses 

Preface. This simply describes the comi;nand to ascend mount Nebo, and announces 
the final hlcssing of ~losl's. 

Metre. See above, Metre of the Song' of Moses. 
Structure of the Poe111. The structure scl'ms lo be the General Blessing of Moses, as 

announced hy the preface, with a traditional document inserted in the middle of this, 
containing the blessings on particular tribes. This is what might be expected from the 
ceremonial implied. Moses is taking his journey to mount Nebo, never to be seen again; 
the elders and representatives of the tribes line the route, to bid farewell in the name of the 
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people. The first section is spoken when Moses first appears, and it addresses the people as 
a whole. The last portion comes when he has traversed the whole line of tribal represen
tatives, and turns to survey the whole people for the last time. The portions between 
would be spoken separately to separate tribes, then would become collected into a tradi
tional Blessing on the tribes, like that of Jacob.. The editor responsible for this concluding 
part of Deuteronomy inserts this document as a whole in its proper place. That this is 
the correct interpretation of the structure of the poem is suggested by two considerations. 
i. The fresh heading or title, corning after nine lines of song, the whole having been regu
larly introduced by a preface. 2. The continuity of thought between the opening lines 
and the resumption after the particular blessings: Who rideth upon the heavens is a natural 
sequel to the appearance in heaven of Israel's God at the commencement. 

xxxiii. 2. The LORD came from Sinai, etc. Compare the similar openings to 
Deborah's Song (Judges, chapter v. 4), and the Ode of Habakkuk. The sense of these 
opening lines is difficult; but the general idea seems to be an expansion of the ' voice out 
of the fire ' which has been prominent in the first and second orations. This fire is 
symbolic of the law which would consume its transgressors. - He loveth the tribes; ult 
their holy ones are in thy hand. Compare 'notes to Job, below, page 166r. It appears as 
if here the provinces entrusted to the holy ones were tribes, rather than nations. 

Editorial Conclusion. A brief account of the passing away of Moses, and the mourning 
for him. 

Notes to Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Ruth 

The biblical Joshua, Judges, I Samuel (including first chapter of II Samuel), and 
Ruth make up what in the present arrangement is styled " The Judges." See Introduc
tion, page 1373· 

Joshua: or Book V of Old Testament History 

i. r. This section gives us the formal assumption of the leadership by Joshua. -
Prepare you victuals: this of course refers to the cessation of the manna which would take 
place as soon as the Israelites had crossed from the wilderness into Canaan. 

v. I. Part of the purpose of this section is to connect events with local names in Canaan. 
Gibeath-ha-araloth is ' the hill of foreskins ' ; and Gilgal is connected with the ' rolling ' 
away of reproach. This purpose has been pointed out in several sections of previous 
hooks. 

vii. I. Took of the devoted thing: for this idea compare the provision in the 
Deutcronornic covenant (chapter xiii. 17) and the vow of Israel at Horrnah (Numbers 
xxi. 3). 

Page 205: footnote. This portion of the Bible History does not, like the Books of 
Kings, make regular reference to authorities or other literature; hence such references 
as this, or the similar cases in Numbers (see above, page 140) are best put in the form of 
footnotes. 

x. 28-xi. The first section summarises the con<]uests in the south, the next (xi. 1) 
those in the north, the next (from xi. 16) takes a general survey. 

Judges: or Book VI of Old Testament History 

i. I-ii. 5 and ii. 6-iii. 6. Two important sections introductory to the Book of Judges. 
The first is negative, showing the failure of the people in zeal against the nations of Canaan. 
The second speaks of positive transgressions against the LORD. Both unite in the common 
result, that the nations are left by God as a trial to the Israelites. The second section 
further describes the Judges as temporary saviours raised up by God. Note in the first 
that at this point the tribe of Judah has a sort of leadership. 

iv. I. The hegemony has here passed to the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali, and the 
enemy is in the northern part of Canaan. 

v. I. Deborah's Song. This important ode, foundation of so much of the future poetry 
of Israel, is in ' Anti<]ue Metre' (see above, page 1526). It has further an elaborate anti
phonal structure, which can be caught at once from the arrangement in the text. The open
ing words suggest an antiphony between Deborah leading a chorus of \Vorncn, and Barak 
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leading a chorus of !\fen (compare the Song of Moses and :Miriam, Exodus, chapter xv). 
This arrangement is confirmed by the details of the poem, which as given in the text oflen 
show special fitness to the respecti,·c performers. Antiphonal structure is closely allied to 
antistrophic structure, but is not identical with it, because the strophes may not be C<]Ual. 
In the present case the latter part of the poem is strictly antistrophic, and is so marked in 
the text; the earlier part may be so described if allowance be made for the passages assigned 
to the Men and \\'omen singing together, which passages arc analogous to the cpodes or 
mesodes in antistrophic poetry. 

vi-xii. 6. Throughout the events of these sections the tribe of Ephraim seems to claim 
an hegemony; the leaders in these episodes do not come from that tribe, hut the Ephrai
mites make it a grievance that they ha,·e not heen summoned as a matter of course. Gideon 
succeeds in soothing their offended pride, but in the case of J cphthah a civil war ensues. 
The importance of these sections as bringing to a focus the floating idea of kingship, which 
is the link bindin!': together all this portion of the sacred history, has been pointed out in the 
Introduction, pages 1J;4-5. 

xiii. 2-xvi. The stories of Samson make a continuous 'cycle'; compare the Elisha 
Cycle in the Books of Kings. The Danitcs now seem in the forefront, as also in the next 
section (xvii-x,iii): but Samson appears as the representative of the Naziritcs even more 
than the representative of his own tribe. 

xvii. 1. Besides being representative of the tribal history of Dan, this section has a 
place in the book as illustrating the general state of lawlessness, when there was no king 
and every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 

xix-xxi. In this final episode of Hook VI, we sec an <'pproach towards national unity, 
in the fart that, though it is a case of chi! war, yet all Israel is united against a single tribe. 
In the civil wars of Abimelech, and of Jephthah with the l\1cn of Ephraim, the disturbance 
\11;as much more confined in its area. 

xx. 36 or Page 243: footnote. The sentence So the children of Benjamin saw that 
they were smilleu is evidently continued in the words but six hundred men turned and fied. 
What comes between is a comment on saw that they were smitten, explaining this by repeat
ing what has been already related. 

Notes to the Book of Ruth 

For the book as a whole, sec Introduction, page 1375· 
i. 16. lntreat me not to leave thee, etc. It will be rcadilv understood that where a lan

guage founds its verse system upon parallelism of thought and phrase the line between prose 
and verse may be often difficult to draw. In a prose narrative impassioned thought will 
easily rise into the parallelism of verse. There are three passages of Ruth which raise the 
question whether they should be presented in the one form or the other. The musical en
treaty of Ruth seems certainly verse; it has caught the cars of readers of many generations, 
and come down as a formula of faithful attachmenl. The other passages are more doubt
ful. One is a Marriage Blessing: 

The Lord make the woman that is come into thine house, etc. 

This might be expected to be \'erse; and it will just go into the loose form of Anti<jue Metre: 
but several lines are very prosaic. The next is the felicitation on the babe's birth addressed 
to Naomi: as to which the same remark mav be made. 

iii. 12. It is true that I am a near kinsman: lur&beit there is a kinsman nearer than I. 
The legal custom underlying the story seems to be an extension of what appears in the 
Mosaic law. This imposes on the deceased husband's brother the duty of raising up seed 
to the dead (Genesis, chapter xxxviii; /Jeutero11omy, chapter xxv. 5). The story of Ruth 
impl_ies that the obligation extended, failing a husband's brother, to whoever was nearest 
of km. · 

iv. 6. And the near kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine uwn in
heritance. Boaz had first called upon the kinsman to buy the estate of the deceased Elime
lc~h from Naomi. Now Naomi was an old woman past hope of children, as she herself 
said to her daughters in law; hence the kinsman was willing to do this much, which would 
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only involve an expenditure of money on his part, in return for which he would have the 
land. But when he is remincij,d that Elimelech's son has left a widow, a young woman 
to whom it would be his duty to raise up seed, the affair wears a different look: he would 
then be buying the land for Ruth's children, not for his own family, and he declines. 

I Samuel : or Book VII of Old Testament History 

i-vii. l. These sections contain the birth and call of Samuel, who is the centre of the 
whole transitional stage which makes Book VII (see Introduction, page 13j5). It will be 
observed that an approach towards national unity, in advance of anything in previous books, 
is suggested by the position of Shiloh as a recognised national centre, and the ark as the 
symbol to which all look for the emblem of national safety. Eli is however only described 
as a judge. 

ii. l. Song of Ha1111a/1. This is in Antique·Mctre, without any further structure. Like 
the thanksgivings of Zacharias and of Mary in St. Luke, it is a personal thanksgiving merged 
in a hymn of general character. 

vii. 2. In this incident the authority of Samuel appears as fully established. 
viii-xii. Incidentally this story supplies a link in the development of the idea of king

ship. The notion seems lo have vaguely established itself, that the authority of a judge 
descended in his family; and the unworthiness of the sons both of Eli and Samuel gi,·es 
an impetus lo the demand for a kingly family. This section is of course the ph·otal inci
dent of the whole book: Samuel the judge appoints (with Divine sanction) a king, and 
retires, retaining his prophetic position as a check upon the kingship in the name of the old 
theocracy. 

xiii. I. This historic section first evidences the success of the new king in uniting the 
whole nation a!\ainst the foe; and then brings out the first breach between the kingly ancl 
prophetic authorities. 

xv. I. This story brings out the second and final breach between king and prophet; 
in the next section the kingship is transferred to the house of David. In him the prophetic 
spirit is to be united with the kingly. 

xvi. 14. From here to the end (with the interruption of a story personal to Saul) we 
have the epic history of the Feud at Saul and David. There is the epic interest of a sacred 
story of adventure; historically the fulness of the story is justified by the struggle between 
the rejected and chosen royal families, with the beautiful unifying effect of the recognition 
of David by Jonathan. 

II Samuel i. 19. David's Lament over Sa11/ and Jonathan. In the note on Traditional 
Poetry (above, page 1526) this has been mentioned as an exception to the law of Antique 
Metre: its structure showing parallel couplets of which both lines are strengthened, which 
is of course one way of developing quatrains. It has the further structural interest of an 
augmenting refrain. This beautiful refrain seems to rest for its effect upon the bringing 
together two ideas, like a crescendo and decrescendo in music: H l7W are the mighty <> 
Fallen/ This fragmentary refrain as it appears at the beginning is enlarged at the passage 
from the section on Saul to that on Jonathan, and still further enlarged at the close of the 
whole. 

Notes to II Samuel, I and II Kings 

These books of the Bible (commencing with the second chapter of II Sam1~l) make the 
grand division of Bible history here styled, " The Kings." For the general spirit of it SI'<' 

the Introduction, page 1376. For the literary appreciation of this history the main necc>
sity is the clear arrangement of the text. Marginal and other headings have been used for 
this purpose in the present edition, and they are here summed up. 

Book VIII of Old Test11ment History 

This has two main divisions: the Reign of David, the Succession and Reign of Solomon. 
The minor divisions group themselves thus. 
II Samuel ii-ix. The consolidation of the kingdom under David. 

Relations with the House of Saul (II Samuel ii-v. 3 and again ix). 
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Capture of Jerusalem, and inauguration of the capital and of Divine service (II 
Samuel v. 4-16 and vi-vii). 

Philistine anrl general wars (v. 17 and viii). 
iv. 3, 4 or footnotes to page 285. These are two sentences isolated from 
the narrative: the first, apparently, is suggested by the mention of Ishbosheth 
as Saul's son without any notice being taken of children of Jonathan; the 
second seems to be interjected to explain how a Bcerothite can be mentioned 
among the children of Benjamin. 

II Samuel x-xx. 22. This deals with the history of the royal family. The affair of Bath
sheba brings a curse upon David in his household, which culminates in the elaborately 
narrated rebellion of Absalom. The Ammonite war is related here and not with the other 
wars of the reign, because the murder of Uriah is the circumstance which gives it its chief 
importance. 
TI Samuel x..x. 23-end. Here we have memoirs of David's reign not specifically dated; 
including poetical compositions, which arc in Antique Metre (sec above, page 1526). 
I Kings i-iii. 3. The succession and marriage of Solomon. 
I Kings iii. 4-iv. A general \"iew of Solomon on the throne: including his wisdom, which 
is his special distinction among the kings. 
I Kings v-ix. 25. Solomon's great achievement of the Temple. His intercourse with 
Hiram king of Tyre is clearly connected with this. 
I Kings ix. 26-x. Another view of Solomon in the fulness of his glory, including the wisdom 
whirh is now famous enough to bring the distant queen of Sheba. 
I Kings xi. Fall of Solomon; followed by Revolt of the Ten Tribes. 

Book IX of Old Testament History 

The arrangement of this complex book has been fully discussed in the Introduction 
(pal$cs 137t"-<J). The sections group as follows. 
I Kmgs xit-xvi. 14. House of Jeroboam and worship of the calves of Beth-el; and various 
successors. 
I Kings xvi. lS-11 Kings x. 27. House of Omri, with the Baal worship of Ahab and 
Jezebel, and the ministry of Elijah and Elisha, the whole culminating in the Conspiracy 
of Jehu. 
II Kings x. 28-xvii. Partial Restoration of Judah, and Fall of Israel. 

II Kings viii. 7. It is to he noted that at this period Elisha appears as a prophet for 
Syria, as well as for Israel. 

Book X of Old Testament History 

The arrangement of this book is simple and straightforward, following the successive 
kings of Judah to the Fall of J erusalcm. 

II Kings xviii. 13-xix. This is substantially identical with a portion of Isaiah (from 
chapter xxxvi), relating the invasion of Sennacherib. 
II Kings xx. This is largely the same as a portion of Isaiah (chapter xxxviii); but the 
latter gives in addition the song of thanksgiving of Hezekiah after his recovery. 
II Kings xxiv. 18--x..xv. Considerable portions of this are identical with portions of 
.Teremiuh (xxxvii. r and Iii. r). 

Notes to the Book of Tobit 

The Book of Tobit (in the Apocrypha) and of Esther make a supplement to " The 
Kings," as containing Stories of the Exile. For the book as a whole, see Introduction, page 
1380. 

Title page. The first verses of the hook seem to make an elaborate title page; for which 
compare the elaborate titles of Proverbs and lJwteronomy. 

The Book of Tobit resembles Ecrlesiasticus in the fact that the Hebrew original had not 
survived, and the translation of our English versions was made from the Septuagint. The 
Hebrew versions of Tobu that exist are late, and of no critical weight. 
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i. 4. And when I u·as in mine own country, etc. The long sentence commencing with 
these words I have made by altering the punctuation of the R. V. By removing the full 
stops which in that version are made to separate coordinate sentences, it is possible to save 
the historic probability of the text. As it stands in the R. V., Tobit is made to assert that 
the falling away of Naphtali from the worship of J erusalcm took place when he was a young 
man: this would make him more than two centuries old when carried into captivity. 
What is obviously meant is that when he was a young man he alone went to Jerusalem to 
the feasts; the explanation about the falling away of the tribe being introduced to explain 
why this was significant. The sentence as thus punctuated is regular, if somewhat long; 
the temporal sentence, When I was young, has for its principal sentence, all the tribe of 
Naphtali ... fell away, and all the tribes which fell away together sacrificed to the heifer 
Baal, and I alone went often, etc. There is nothing in this punctuation to conflict with the 
(;reek text. 

ii. 14. Where are thine alms and thy righteous deeds? The insinuation is, his calamity 
has revealed that all his piety was hypocritical. 

iv. 17. Pour out thy bread on the burial of the just. Two explanations are offered of this 
expression. One is that it refers to the custom of carrying food to a house of mourning, 
in behalf of the mourners who would be unable, as unclean, to visit their homes. The other 
assumes the custom of putting food on the tomb, though for the poor and not for the dead. 
The custom, whatever it was, is noted also in Jeremiah (chapter xvi. 7): Neither shall men 
break bread for them in mourning, to comfort them for the dead. 

vi. 2. A fish leaped out of the river, and would have swalltr&ed up the young man. The 
Chaldaic version puts the matter differently -that the fish threatened to eat Tobias's 
bread. 

vi. 12. Raguel may in no wise marry her to another according to the law of Moses, or else 
he shall be liable to death. No law of Moses is known as bearing on the case, except that of 
Numbers, chapter xxxvi. 6-9, which simply prescribes the marriage of a daughter heiress 
within her tribe; nor is there any death penalty attached. 

viii. 3. But when the devil smelled the smell, he fled into the uppermost parts of Egypt, 
and the angel bound him. The commentators seem to assume that it was by an evil smell 
that the fiend was driven away; and Bissell wonders that Tobias and his bride were not 
dri.ven away likewise. But I doubt if this is the meaning. In oriental superstition ;tis the 
good and fragrant perfumes that drive away the evil spirits, with whose natures they are 
incompatible. Southey makes use of this idea in his Thalaba (vi. 22), speaking of such 
perfumes-

As Peris to their Sister bear, 
When from the summit of some lofty tree 

She hangs encaged, the wptive of the Dives, 
They from their pinions shake 

The sweetness of celestial flowers, 
And, as her enemies inipure 

From that impervious poison far away 
Fly groaning with the torment, she the while 

Inhales her fragrant food. 

In support of this, Southey quotes a note of D'Herbelot on :1 similar detail of the Caherman 
Nameh. 

The dives could not bear the perfumes, which rendered them gloomy and melancholy 
whenever they drew near /he cage in which a Peri was suspended. 

A similar idea underlies the incidents of the Miracle Plavs in which devils are driven ori 
by rose petals cast by the hands of Faith, Hope, and Charity. So the fish's heart on •.he 
ashes of incense may have emitted a delicious perfume, from which the evil fiend shrank. 
In Milton's well-known reference to this passage of Tobit there is a curious ambiguity, so 
that we cannot tell whether he understood a savoury perfume or the opposite. 

So entertained those odorous sweets the Fiend 
Who came their bane, though with them better pleas"d 
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Tha11 Asmodeus with tire fishy fume 
That droi•c him, though enamoured, from tlUJ _spouse 
Of Tobit's son, and with a vengeance sent 
From M cdici post to Egypt, there fast bound. 

Esther 

Paradise Lost, iv. 166. 

Beller pleas'd may mean that the other was the reverse of pleas'd; or, if the smell of the fish 
be a fragrant smell, then that the fragrance of Paradise surpassed it. 

Notes to the Book of Esther 

This book is here made part of a supplement to" The Kings," being a Story of the F.xiL 
For the hook as a whole, see Introduction, page 1382. 

Apocryphal Additions to Esther 

The Septuagint contains several passages which are not in the original Hebrew; addi
tions, or in one case an amplification. These are on the fare of Lhem interpolations, carry
ing no authority. They have, however, a certain interest of their own; and they arc worth 
noting for another reason: the way they have been dealt with in early translations, includ
ing the Authorised Version, shows how indifferent early translators were to the literary 
continuity of what they translated. I take the following clear account of the matter from 
Smith's Bible Dictionary. 

Trhrn Jerome tra11s/ated the Book of Esther, he first gave the Version of the Hebrew 
011/y as beil!g alone authrntic. He then added at the end a Version in Latin of 
tlrose se;;eral passages wlrich 11' found in the L XX, and which were not in the He
breu1, slating wlrere each passage came in, and marking them all with an obelus. 
The first passar;e so given is that wlrich forms the continuation of chapter x (which 

of course immediatdy precedes it), ending with the aboi•e entry about Dositheus. 
Having annexed this conclusion, he then gives the Prooemium, which he sc.iys 
forms the beginning of the Greek Fu/gate, beginning with what is now v. 2 of chap
ter xi; and so proceeds with !he other passages. But in subsequent editio11s all 
Jerome's explanatory matter has been swept away, and the disjointed portions haw 
been printed as chapters xi, xii, xiii, xiv, xv, xvi, as if they formed a 11arrali1•e in 
co11tin11atio11 of the Canonical Book. The extreme absurdity of this arra11geme11t 
is nowhere more apparent than in chapter xi, where the verse (r) which closes the 
whole Book in the Gree.k copies, and in St. Jerome's Latin translation, is actually 
made immediately to precede that (v. 2) which is the very first verse of the Prooe
mium. 

Another of the absurd results is that in chapter x Mordecai explains a dream, which dream 
we do not hear until chaplcr xi. The Revised Version of the Apocrypha has given the pas
sages separately, with indications as to the place of each in the Greek original. What is 
interesting in these interpolations is given in the notes that here follow. 

ii. 21. In those days, when Mordecai sat in the king's gate, etc. In the interpolations 
of the Greek version Mordecai's discovery of the conspiracy is connected with a dream, 
which is 11ius related. 

Behold, noise and tumult, thunderings and earthquake, and uproar 1tpon the earth: 
and, behold, two great dragons came forth, both of them ready to fight, aud their cry 
was great. And at their cry all nations were ready to battle, that they might fight 
against the righteous nation. And, lo, a day of darkness and gloominess, tribu/a
tum and anguish, affliction and great uproar upon the earth. Aud the whole 
righteous nation was troubled, fearing the evils that should befall them, and were 
ready to perish. Then they cried unto God, and upon their cry, as it were from 
a little fountain, there came a great river, even much water. The light and the 
sun rose up, and the lowly were exalted, and devoured the glorious. 
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The narrative goes on to say that Mordecai pondered over the interpretation of this dream, 
" and until night by all means was desirous to know it " ; that he took his rest in the court 
with the two eunuchs who i1·ere the keepers of the court, heard their communings, and gave 
information. The eunuchs were executed, and Mordecai commanded "to serve in the 
court " ; but the. execution of these eunuchs brought Mordecai into enmity with the power
ful Haman. 

When the whole story reaches its end, one of the interpolated passages makes Mordecai 
find the interpretation of his dream. 

As for the little fountain that became a river, and there was light, and the sun, and 
much water, the river is Esther, who1" the king married, and made queen: and the two 
dragons are I and A man: and the nations are tho'" that were assembled to destroy 
the name of the Jews: a11d my nation, this is Israel, which cried to God, and were 
saved: for the Lord hath saved his people, and the Lord hath delivered us from all 
these e1•ils, and God hath wrought signs and g•eat wonders, which have not been 
done among the nations. 

iii. 7. They cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman. This is an artistic touch in the 
construction of the narrative which should not be overlooked. Haman is a fatalist; and 
this makes the swinging round of destiny against him more emphatic. Compare below, 
note to vi. 13. 

iii. 13. And letters were sent by posts, etc. The Greek version purports to give the letter: 
a rhetorical expansion of the situation, of which the chief features are the description of the 
Jews as a nation" alone continually in opposition unto all men, following perversely a life 
which is strange to our laws''; and again a reference to Haman in the words: I( who is 
ordained over the affairs, and is a second father unto us." 

v. I. Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel. , .. 
So E>ther drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre. The few sentences which stand thus 
in the Hebrew are in the Greek amplified into an elaborate description 0£ several para
graphs. First the prayer of Mordecai is given at length; in which, amongst other things 
he is made to say: 

Thou knowest, Lord, that it was neither in contempt nor pride, nor far any desire n/ 
glory, that I did not bow dawn to proud Aman. For I couldhavebeencontentwith 
good will for the salvation of Israel to kiss the soles of his feel. But I did this, 
that I might not prefer t!te glory of man above the glory of God: neither will I bm1• 
down unto any but to thee, which art my Lord. 

Then the mourdng of Esther is elaborately described; and her prayer is given at length. 
She speaks of herself as abhorring the bed of the uncircumcised, and the sign of her high 
estate, which has come to her as a ' necessity.' Lastly we have a minute account of the 
critical rnon1cnt. 

And being majestically adorned, after she /tad called upon the all-seeing God and 
saviour, she took her two maids wi.th her: and upon the one she leaned, as carrying 
herself delicately; and the other followed, bearing up her train. And site was ruddy 
through the perfectio11 of her beauty, ami her countenance was cheerful and right 
amiable: but her heart was in anguish for fear. Then having passed through all the 
doors, she stood before the ki11g, who sat upon his royal throne, and wus clothed with 
all his robe,· of majesty, all glittering with gold and precious stones; and he was very 
dreadful. Then lifting up his countenance that was flu.shed with glory, he looked 
upon her in fierce anger: ami the queen fell down, au.d turned pale, and fainted, 
and she bowed herself upon the /read of the maid that went before. Then God 
changed the spiru of the king into mildness, who in an agon.y leaped from his throne, 
and took her i11 his arms, till sire came to herself again, and comforted her with sooth
ing words, and said unto her, Esther, what is the matter? I am thy brother, be of 
good cheer: thou shalt not du, for our commandment is for our subjects: come near. 
So he held up his golden sceptre, and laid it upon her neck, and embraced her, and 
said, Speak unto me. Then said she unto him, I saw thee, my lord, as a11 angel of 
God, and my heart was troubled for fear of thy glory. For wonderful art thou, my 
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lord, and thy cou11/e11ance is full of grace. And as she was sfJeaki11g, she fell down 
for faintness. Thrn the king was troubled, and all his servants comforted her. 

The narrative of the Hebrew version is then continued: how the king inquired as to Esther's 
petition and request. 

vi. 13. If Jlordcctli, before whom thou hast begun lo fall, br, of the seed of the Jews, etc. 
This is evidently a \ouch of fatalism. The family council cannot help being struck with 
the circumstance that the man through whom Haman has just been humiliated is one of 
those he had plotted to destroy by massacre; here is the linger of Nemesis. Haman's 
superstition in casting lots for a lucky day for the massacre has been already pointed out. 

viii. 13. A copy of the writing ... was published. The Septuagint again offers the 
letter at full length. One of its sentences may be quoted: 

For by these means he thought, finding us d.estitule of friends, to have translated the 
kingdom of the Persians lo tire Macedonians. But we find that the Je-01s, whom this 
most unxracious 'ii.'rclch !rtJth deli·urrcd to utter destruction, are no evil-doers, but 
live by most just /au•s: and that they be chi/drm of the most high and most 
mighty lh•ing Cod, who hath ordered the kingdom both unto us and lo our fJrogeni
tors in the most excellent manner. 

It mav be remarked that such interpolated speeches must not be considered in the light of 
forgeries; !hey simply illustrate the convention of ancient history by which the historian 
would bring out the situation of affairs in the form of ?.n imaginary speech put into the 
mouth of a personage of the history. 

Notes to I and II Chronicles 

The biblical I and II Chrmiic/es, with the sequel hooks of Ezra and Nehemiah, make the 
clivision of Old Testament History here styled " The Chronicles." For the general char
acter of this, see Introduction, pages 1383-;. 

I Chronicles, chapters i to ix. 34 : or Chronicle I of the present edition 

The bearing of what is here presented as Chronicle I upon lhe succession of Chronicles 
depends mainly upon the maintenance of the Temple sen·ice at Jerusalem as the leading 
interest of the Return from exile. " This could onlv be clTccted bv the residence of the 
priests and Le\ites in Jerusalem in the order of their.courses; and this residence. was only 
practicable in case of the payment of the appointed tithes, first-fruits and other oflerings. 
Immediately these ceased the priests and Levites were obliged to dispe"e to their own vil
la!(es to obtain a livelihood, and the Temple serdrcs were neglected. Rut then again the 
rc!(istcrs of the Levitical genealogies were necessary, in order that it might be known who 
were t:>ntitled to such and such allowances, as porters, as singers, as priests, and so on; he
m use all these oOires went by families; and again the payment of the tithes, first-fruits, 
etc., was dependent upon the dilTercnt families of Israel being established each in his 
inheritance. Ohviously therefore one uf the most pressing wants of the Jewish community 
'.lftcr their return from Babylon would be trusty genealogical records." * 

ii. 23. Maclzir the father of Gilead: this and similar expressions arc probably lo be 
understood as territorial designations. 

ii. 42. And tlze sons of Caleb, etc. This paragraph seems to be of the nature of an 
appendix to the preceding, dealing mainly with the geographical purpose o[ Chron
icle I. 

iv. 9. And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren. The connection of this 
paragraph with its context has not been satisfactorily explained. Hebrew tradi
tion identifies Jabez with Othniel. 

vii. 14. The Children of Joseph. The tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim seem here 
to b~ treated as a unity: the third paragraph dealing with the geographical pos
sessions of both. 

*Article Chronicles in Smith's Dictionary of the Bible. 
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I Chronicles, Chapter ix. 35 to end of II Chronicles: or Chronicles II, III of 
the present edition 

ix. 35. This genealogy is repeated with slight variations from Chronicle I (chapter viii. 
28): it seems to mark the beginning of Chronicle II, which starts with the death of Saul and 
accession of David. 

The chief interest of these two Chronicles, which make the substance of the chronicle 
history, will be the points of comparison with the treatment of the same matter in the books 
of Kings. This has been discussed fully in the Introduction, page 1384. A conspectus is 
here added, exhibiting in parallel columns the treatment of the same topics in the two type.• 
of history. 

The Chronicles 

Genealogy of the House of Saul (I Chr. 
ix. 35) 

Death of Saul: in brief (I Chr. x. 1) 

David's Reign in Hebron (I Chr. xi. 1) 

Capture of Jerusalem (I Chr. xi. 4) 
David's Mighty Men (I Chr. xi. IO) 
Bringing of the Ark to Jerusalem: at great 

. length* (I Chr. xiii, and xv-xvii) 
Hiram and David - David's Family (I Chr. 

xiv. i) 
Philistine Wars (I Chr. xiv. 8) 
David's project of building the Temple for

bidden (J Chr. xvii. 1) 
Foreign Wars - David's Officers (I Chr. 

xviii. 1) 
Ammonite War (J Chr. xix-xx. 4) 

Feats of the Giants in the Philistine Wars 
(I Chr. xx. 4) 

The Numbering of the People (I Chr. xxi) 
David's Preparations for the Temple: at 

great length (I Chr. xxii. 2-xxix. 25) 
-including 

Appendix: Courses of the Priests as estab
lished by David (xxiii-xxvii) 

Death of David: in brief (I Chr. xxix. 26) 

The Kings 

Death of Saul: at length (I Sam. xxxi-Il 
Sam. i) 

David and the House of Saul at length (II 
Sam. ii-v. 3; ix; xxi. l-14) 

Capture of Jerusalem (II Sam. v. 4) 
David's Mighty Men (II Sam. xxiii. 8) 
Bringing of the Ark to Jerusalem: less 

lengthy (II Sam. vi) 
Hiram and David: David's Family (II 

Sam. v. r1) 
Philistine Wars (II Sam. v. 17) 
David's project of building the Temple for

bidden (II Sam. vii. 1) 
Foreign Wars - David's Officers (II Sam. 

viii. r) 
Ammonitc War (II Sam. x. 1 and xii. 26) 
Nathan, David and Bathsheba (II Sam. 

xi. 2-xii. 25) 
The Feud between David's Sons and the 

Revolt of Absalom: at great length 
(II Sam. xiii-xx) 

Feats of the Giants in the Philistine Wars 
(II Sam. xxi. 15) 

Poetical Compositions of David (II Sam. 
xxii-xxiii) 

The Numbering of the People (II Sam. 
xxiv) 

Last.days of David and attempted Usur
pation of Adonijah: at length (I Kings 
i-ii. II) 

Solomon's accession and sequel to the Usur
pation of Adonijah (I Kings ii. 12-46) 

Solomon's foreign marriage with sugges
tions of idolatry (I Kings iii. 1) 

*In this connection are introduced (I Chronicles xvi. 8) portions of the ritual poetry ordained 
by David. They are substantially identical with Psalms cv. 1-15; xcvi; and the opening and 
close of cvi. The parenthetic And say ye (xvi. 35) suggests how this last is a modification of 
the National Anthem (Psalm cv), which would adapt it to the Captivity. See notes to Psalm 
lxxviii 1 page 1617-8. 
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The Chronic/cs 

Solomon and the Dream at Gibeon (II Cltr. 
i.1) 

Solomon's magnificence: in brief (II Cltr. 
i. q and ix. q) 

Solomon's negotiations with Huram in con
nection with the Temple (II Cltr. 
ii.1) 

Specification of the Temple (II Cltr. iii-iv) 

Dedication of the Temple (II Cltr. v. 2-vii) 
Miscellaneous notes of Solomon's reign 

(ll Chr. viii. 1-16) 
Foreign trade of Solomon (II Chr. viii. l 7) 
The Queen of Sheba (II Chr. ix. 1-12) 

Formal conclusion of Solomon's reign 
(II Chr. ix. 29) 

Chronicle III 

Dil'ision of the kingdom (II Chr. x. l) 

Reign of Rehoboam: expanded (II Chr. 
xi. s-xii) 

Reign o.f Al>ijah: expanded (Tl Chr. xiii) 
Reign of Asa: at gieat length (II Chr. xiv

xvi) 

Reign of Jehoshaphat: at gieat length 
(II r!ir. ";i-xx) 

Reign of J~horam (II Chr. xxi) 
Reign of Ahaziah (II Chr. xxii 1--<)) 

Usurpation of Athaliah: at length (II Chr. 
xxii. 10-xxiii) 

Reign of Joash: at length (II Chr. xxiv) 

Reign of Amaziah: expanded (II Chr. xxv) 

Reign of Uzziah: expanded (II Chr. xxvi) 

The Chronicles 

The K,:ngs 

Solomon and the Dream at Gibeon (I Kings 
iii. 4) 

Solomon's wise judgment of the Children 
(I Kin gs iii. 16) 

Solomon'5 Officers (l Kings iv. l) 
Solomon's magnificence: expanded (I 

Kings iv. 21 and x. 14) 
Solomon's negotiations with Hiram in 

connection with the Temple (I Kings 
v. r) 

Specification of the Temple and the Palace 
(I Kings vi-vii) 

Dedication of the Temple (l Killgs viii-ix) 
Miscellaneous notes of Solomon's reign 

(I Kings ix. lo) 
Foreign trade of Solomon (l Kings ix. 26) 
The Queen of Sheba (I Kin gs x. l) 
Fall of Solomon through his idolatrous 

marriages (I Kings xi. l) 
Adversaries to Solomon (I Kings xi. 14) 
Jeroboam's rebellion encouraged hy the 

prophet Ahijah (I Kings xi. 26) 
Formal conclusion of Solomon's reign (I 

Kings xi. 41) 

Book IX 

Division of the kingdom (I Kin gs xii. r) 
History of Israel (I Kings xii. 25-xiv. 20) 
Reign of Rchoboam: in brief (I Kings 

xiv. 21) 
Reign of Ahijam: in hricf (J Kings xv. l) 
Reign of Asa: condensed (I Kings xv. 9) 

History of Israel (I Kings xv. 25-xxi and 
xxii. 39) 

Reign of Jehoshaphat: conclenscd (J Kings 
• xxii. 41: compare xxii. l) 

History of Israel (I Kings xxii. 51-II Kings 
viii. I 5) 

Reign of Jehoram (II Kings viii. 16) 
Reign of Ahaziah (II Kings viii. 25: com

pare next section) 
Conspiracy of Jehu against Israel and 

Judah: at gieat length (II Kings 
ix-x. 27) 

History of Israel (II Kings x. 28) 
Usurpation of Athaliah: at length (II Kiugs 

xi. 1) 
Reign of Jehoash: at length (II Kings xi. 

21-xii) 
History of Israel (II Kin gs xiii) 
Reign of Amaziah: condensed (II Killgs 

xiv. l and J7) 
History of Israel (II Kings xiv. 15 and 2.~) 
Reign of Azariah [or Uzziah]: in brief 

(II Kings xv. 1) 



The Chronicles 

The Chronicles 

Reign of Jotham (II Chr. xxvii) 
Reign of Ahaz: expanded (II Chr. xxviii) 

Hezekiah's Reform: at great length (II 
Chr. xxix-xxxi) 

Invasion of Sennacherib: somewhat con
densed (II Chr. xxxii. r-23) 

Remainder of Hezekiah's reign: in brief 
(II Chr. xxxii. 24) 

Reign of Manasseh: including his repent
ance (II Chr. xxxiii) 

Reign of Amon (II Chr. xxxiii. 21) 
Accession of Josiah: expanded (II Chr. 

xxxiv. r) 
Discovery of the Law, and the Reformation 

of Josiah: at great length (II Chr. 
xxxiv. 8-xxxv. 19) 

Remainder of Josiah's reign: expa'lded 
(II Chr. xxxv. 20) 

Reign of J choahaz (II Chr. xxxvi. r) 
Reign of J ehoiakim: in brief (II Chr. xxxvi. 

5) 
Reign of J ehoiachin: in brief (II Chr. 

xxxvi. 9) 
Reign of Zedekiah: in brief (II Chr. xxxvi. 

rr) 

-eJS Notes to Particular Books 

The Kings 

History of Israel (II Kings xv. 8-31) 
Reign of Jotham (II Kings xv. 32) 
Reign of Ahaz: condensed (II Kings xvi. 

r) 
History of Israel (II Kin gs) xvii 

Book X 

Hezekiah's Reform: in brief (II Kings 
xviii. r-8) 

Captivity of Israel (II Kings xviii. 9-12) 
Invasion of Sennacherib: at lull length 

(II Kings xviii. r 3-xix) 
Remainder of Hezekiah's reign: at length 

(II Kings xx) 
Reign of Manasseh: no hint of his repent

ance (II Kings xxi) 
Reign of Amon (II Kings xxi. 19) 
Accession of Josiah: in brief (II Kings 

xxii. 1) 
Discovery of the Law, and the Reformation 

of Josiah: at great length (II Kings 
xxii. 3-xxiii. 2 7) 

Remainder of Josiah's reign: in brief (II 
Kin gs xxiii. 28) 

Reign of Jehoahaz (II Kings xxiii. 3r) 
Reign of Jehoiakim: expanded (II Kings 

xxiii. 36-xxiv. 4) 
Reign of J ehoiachin: expanded (II Kings 

xxiv. 8) 
Reign of Zedekiah: expanded (II Kings 

xxiv. r8-xxv) 

Notes to the Eook of Ezra 

Ezra, Chapters i - vi : or-Chronicle IV of the present edition 

· i. 1. Now in the first year of Cyrus ... which is in Jerusale1.-i. These sentences are 
found [with one slight verbal difference] twice, as the concluding words of II Chronicles 
and the opening words of Ezra. 

ii. 1. Genealogy. This is substantially identical with the Genealogy in Chronicle Vl 
(see page 46o), where Nehemiah states that he discovered it. 

iv. 6: or footnote to page 448. The modern literary form of a footnote is specially 
necessary at this point: printed as the Chronicle is in the Ilible a letter relating to the re
building of the walls of Jerusalem, and addressed to Artaxerxes, appears as if ciled in illus
tration of an attempt to stop the building of the Temple, by application to Cyrus or Darius. 
The important point is not the question how such a citation comes into the book, but rather 
what is the relation bet•veen the letter with the words introducing it and the context. The 
use of a footnote just fits this: a mention in the text of opposition to the returned· exiles 
exercised at the Persian court is supported by an annotation bringing forward similar op
position at different periods. . . . Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote a 
letter . . , . Then wrote Rehum the chancellor and Shimsltai the scribe. The collocation 
of sentences at this point is puzzling; on the whole the best explanation is that we have in 
the note an extract from a chronicle which itself includes an extract from an official docu-
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ment. [It must be noted that with the words Rehwn the chancellor and Shimshai the scribe 
wrote a letter, Syrian or Aramaic dialect takes the place of Hebrew to the end of the footnote.] 
The annotator says that Bishlam, etc. were guilty of similar opposition, of which he is able 
to bring for\\'ard evidence from an original Syrian sourer. The extract he cp1otcs begins 
(in Syrian): Rehum ... wrote ... in this sort, and then extracts from the royal archives 
the full en tr;· of the letter, in which naturally the text of the letter would be introduced: 
1"11m wrote Rclrn111 . . . and so forth. The last words indicate an abridgment of con
ventional compliments;. and the clauses preceding, especially the great and noble Osnappar 
arc more in keeping with an official archive than with the simplicity of the quoted chronicle 
as it appears outside the forms of the letter. To make the matter quite dear I have <lis
timiuished the onlcial extract by italic type. 

Page 449. Tlzru ceased the work of the ho11se of God, etc. From this point down to the 
encl of the last paragraph but one of Chronicle IV the Syrian or Aramaic dialect is used in
,1.earl of Hebrew. The key to this seems to be found in the preceding footnote. There a 
Syrian chronicle is quoted as containing an extract from official archives of the letters of 
opposition to the good \York; as all this part of Chronicle IV is occupied with similar oppo
sition, the writer may well be using the same Syrian chronicle, and conforms his language 
to that of the works quoted, both being familiar to his readers. He returns to the sacred 
tongue when he proceeds to speak of the Passo\"er. 

Ezra, Chapter vii - x: or Chronicle V of the present edition 

The form of this Chronicle is self-explanatory: extracts from the personal memoirs of 
Ezra, with an Introduction giving an account of this Ezra. Nmv after tltese things: these 
words do not con\·cy any date, but are a rcguiar introductory phrase in historic narrative. 

vii. 11. ,Vow this is the copy of the /et/er, etc. This letter is in the Syrian or Aramaic 
dialect; compare abow, notes to Chronicle IV. 

x. I .• Vo"-' while E"r<J pro yed, etc. The change to the third person would seem to indi
cate that the editor, who is responsible for the Introduction, here carries on the account of 
the incident, which the actual words of Ezra's memoir had commenced. 

Notes to the Book of Nehemiah 

Nehemiah, Chapters i- vii •• 73 (a) : or Chronicle VI of the present 
edition 

The general form of this Chronicle is transparently clear: a personal narrative by Nehe
miah of his own experiences. 

Page 457: footnote. These words seem a footnote attached LO the name Ophel: in 
the Bible they precede the verse of which they are exegetical. 

vii. 5. A 11d my God put i11to my heart lo gather together the noli!fs, etc. Chronicle VI 
condudcs abruptly without explaining fully how Nehemiah proposed to rcmerly the sparse 
population of Lhe holy city. His purpose is however implied: the reckoning the nobles 
by genealogy was to establish who should be called upon to reside in Jerusalem. The long 
genealogy brings Chronicle VI to conclusion, but the result of Nehemiah's action appears 
in Chronicle VIII: the Allotment of the Families of the Return in Jerusalem and in the 
Cities. 

Page 46o. Genealogy. This is, with trifling variations, identical with the Genealogy 
in Chronicle IV, page 446. 

Nehemiah, Chapters vii. 73 (b)- x: or Chronicle VII of the present 
edition 

The form of this Chronicle is a simple narrative needing no comment. 
ix. 5. Then the Levites . . . said. It is generally understood that the Levites named 

in this sentence recited together a prayer, as in the previous sentence a number of Levite 
indi,;~uals (or families) led the people in a hymn. But a prayer of such length as the one 
here given does not lend itself to choral recitation as a hymn of praise would. It is conceiv-
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able that the suggestion intended is that the several Levites occupied various places, the 
crowd gathering round several centres; that they then led each his section of the people in a 
prayer of which the general lines had been determined beforehand. 

Nehemiah, Chapters xi - xii. 26 : or Chronicle VIII of the present edition 

This is made up of two separate documents of a statistical nature, illustrating different 
points connected with the Return. One is an Allotment of residence, in Jerusalem and 
in the other cities, in the spirit of the Allotments of Moses (Numbers xxxiv. i) or Joshua 
(Joshua xiii). This conn~cts itself naturally with Nehemiah's purpose of providing for 
the due population of Jerusalem (see note to Chronicle VI, on vii. 5). The other is a regis
ter which explains itself, and bears upon the matter of Chronicle IV. 

Nehemiah, Chapters xii. 27 - xiii : or Chronicle IX of the present 
edition 

It is especially necessary in the case of this Chronicle to indicate the true literary form, 
a succession of extracts from Nehemiah's Memoirs. The form in which it is printed in our 
Bible gives an impression as lo sequence of e\·enls inconsistent with the statement (xiii. 6) 
of the narrative itself, which shows that Nehemiah was absent from Jerusalem some years 
between what is narrated in the first and second sections. 

Page 467: footnote. That this is a comment, and not a part of Nehemiah's personal 
narrative, is suggested not only by the change from the first person, hut also by the phrase 
in the days of Nehemiah. 

xiii. I, 4. On that day . . . Now brfore this. The first is a general introductory 
phrase in memoirs of the nature of a personal journal: some temporal expression, exact or 
indefinite, introduces all Nehemiah's personal narratives. The phrase has no connection 
with what has preceded: but (as the narrative shows) refers to what occurred after Nehe
miah's return several vears later than the preceding incident. Taken in connection with the 
phrase N mu before this, which commences the next paragraph, the general suggestion is 
that on Nehemiah's return he found the community interested in the business of separating 
the 'mixed multitude' (of those allied with Ammon and the like) from the pure people of 
God; that in the period of his absence Tobiah the Ammonite, simply on account of his 
marriage connection with the high priest, had been assigned chambers iu the Temple 
itself. Hence Nehemiah's violent expulsion of the intruder. 

Notes to Isaiah 

For the book as a whole, see Introduction, page 1391. See also General Notes, on the 
Parenthetic Preface (1533), Pendulum Movement (1533), Verse and Prose ('530). 

Arrangement in Seven Books 

The contents of our ' Book of the Prophet Isaiah ' have been arranged (whether by the 
prophet himself or an editor) upon a singularly clear and harmonious plan. The whole 
falls into seven divisions, or 'books': the several books having individuality of interest, 
and each working up to a literary climax. 

Book I contains General Prophecies: presenting Isaiah's main theme - the purging 
judgment that must precede the salvation of the remnant - without any specialisation to 
particular occasions or circumstances. A climax to the book is found in the prophet's 
vision of his call to the prophetic offit:e; it is characteristic of Isaiah that this should fol!o,v 
prophecies to which it seems a preface (see above, page 15,33). 

The prophecies of Book II are specifically connected with an historic crisis, the Unholy 
Alliance (in the reign of Ahaz) of Northern Israel with Syria against Jud"h. A further bond 
of unity running through this book is the sign' Immanuel.' For a climax, the sign' Im
manuel ' is enlarged into the ' Wonderful Counsellor,' and an ode follows denouncing the 
final Doom of the North. 

The Third Book is wholly occupied with 1\ssvrian invasion and the overthrow of the 
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invader; the terms are general, and not determined to any particular invasion. The climax 
is the picture of the Holy Mountain and final Messianic peace.. . 

Book I\' is plainly independent of chronology, and gathers mto one t~e various Dooms 
of the Nations. It culminates in a general Rhapsody of Judgment, picturing the overthrow 
of the whole earth, and the glory of the saved (hoth of Israel and of the Nations) in the Holy 
Mountain. [For the reference to Moab see below, page 1573.] 

The separateness of Book V from what precedes and follows is obvious; and it is also 
easv to catch the harmonv of spirit in the discourses of which it is made up. Here the 
un{\"ersal theme oi purging ju<lgment and salvation of the remnant is boun<l up with a politi
cal situation of the chosen people: but it is a situation which is chronic rather than special 
- a tendencv to seek defence from the coming overthrow other than that of submission to 
di,~ne judgment. In the first discourse we read of a' refuge of lies' on the part of the rulers 
of Judah; in the second discourse they' hide their counsel from the LORD,' wl.:iile the foe 
is here 'the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel.' In the third and fourth 
discourses the false refuge is specified as trust in Egypt, and the threatened destruction is 
from Assyria. The fifth discourse is again general in its terms. For a dimax lo this book 
we haw a Rhapsody of Salvation coming at the eleventh hour, while the 'sinners in Zion' 
[those who ha,·e been resting on the false hopes] tremble before the' everlasting hurnings' 
that cleanse the holy city. There is however a second climax in the seventh prophecy, of 
an l'ller Destruction and Great Restoration extending to the whole earth. [The reference 
to Edom is only a detail: see below, page 1574.] Thus the spirit of this fifth book is best 
expressed by a general title - Prophecies of Judgment and Restoration. 

The vexed 'luestions of the date and authorship of chapter xxxv arc outside the 
scope of the present work. \Vhatever may be the truth in regard to its authorship, 
it is clear that in the Isaiah which has come down to us this section is presented 
as the contrast to the preceding picture of destruction re'luircd by the plan of 
Book \', in all the discourses of which destruction is contrasted with restoration. 

Book VI, like Book II, is specifically connected with a period of history - the reign of 
Hezekiah. It lacks the climax prophecy which appears in the other books: unless we are 
to regard Book VII as standing for the grand climax to this book and to the whole collec
tion of prophecies. 

What is here designated as Book VII is the all-important literary composition railed by 
most modern commentators the 'Second Isaiah,' and assigned to a different author and a 
later age. With questions of date and authorship the Modern Reader's Bihle has no con
cern. The present arrangement assumes only what all schools of criticism may concede 
- that these chapters (xl-lxvi) form a literary work distinct from all the rest. It is here 
presented as the Rhapsody (or Spiritual Drama) of Zion Redeemed. 

Book I 

For the book as a whole see above, page 1566. 
i. 2. This discourse consists of a then'e, God's arraignment of his children as rebels, 

treated in four paragraphs: the prophet's remonstrance - repentance by oblations -
repentance of life - corruption redeemed with judgment. 

ii. I. This discourse has the 'envelope strurture ' so common in Hebrew lyrics: it oprns 
and closes with pictures of the golden age of peace and righteousness, and between these 
pictures the body of the discourse emphasises the purging judgment through which alone 
such glory is to be re~ched. Four paragraphs make up the body of the discourse: corrup
tion unforgivable - judgment advancing - judgment on men's pride -- on women's 
luxury, till masculine rule and feminine beauty ''nth go a-begging. 

4 nd it shall come to pass in the latter days, etc. This paragraph (except the last sentence) 
will be found almost verbatim in the Bnnk of Micah. It must not be assumed that Micah 
borrowed it from Isaiah, or Isaiah from Micah. The prophetic writings abound in passages 
which recur with more or less variation. It is important in dealing with ancient literature 
to remember that the literature of hooks was preceded by a grand floating literature of oral 
speech, portions of which are worked up by th<" later authors into the poetry which has been 
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stereotyped into books. Both Micah and Isaiah may be in this case citing and enlarging 
upon one of these floating prophecies. 

ii. 22. Cease ye from man, etc. This sentence is not found in the Septuagint, and is 
by many regarded as a gloss, on account of its want of connection with what precedes. 
But (traditional divisions of chapters being ignored) the verse connects well with what 
follows, and I have made it the commencement of the new paragraph. 

v. 8. For the structure of this prophecy, combining ' verse' and 'prose,' compare 
above, pa~es i530-2. I do not see in this prophecy any allusion to particular contemporary 
incident; but idealised suggestions of earthquake and famine, and invasion of mystic foes. 
Compare the idealisation of locust plagues into mystic forces of destruction in Joel. 

vi. 1. The position of this Vision of the prophet's Call at the close of the first book is in 
accordance with a feature of Isaiah's style, to place prefaces after that which they preface. 
(Above, page 1533.] - Make the heart of this people fat, etc. This must not be understoocl 
as a warning to the prophet from the outset that his ministry would be unsuccessful. The 
whole commission given him amounts to what is the fixed idea throughout all Isaiah's 
writings - a purging judgment, that destroys all but the 'remnant' who by submission are 
saved. The remnant is here exhibited as no more than the stock of a tree that has been 
felled. 

Book II 

Book II consists of four closely connected prophecies, unified by the specific mention i11 
the text of a political situation, the alliance of Northern Israel with Syria against Judah, 
and also by the thought of the ' sign Immanuel.' It is necessary to discuss in full detail this 
difficult section of Isaiah, as I am advancing an interpretation of the ' sign Immanurl' 
different from the interpretations at present received. 

Accepted interpretations, however much they may differ in detail, agree in understand
ing the' virgin' who bears the child Immanuel to refer to a virgin (real or ideal) of Judnh 
The suggestion here offered is that the term ' Immanuel ' is at first connected with a 
woman of the enemy's land, but is afterwards claimed in a truer sense for Judah and the 
chosen people of God. The word' Immanuel' occurs three times. (r) In the first use of 
it (chapter vii. 14) the prophet is offering comfort to Judah in the panic of the allied in
vasion, and proclaims a sign from God. So confident is the foe that a woman [of the 
enemy] bringing forth a child calls him by the proud name ' God-,dth-us '; but before that 
proudly named child is old enough to discern good food from bad he will be eating famine 
fare. (That ' butter and honey' is an expression for famine fare is clear from the use ol 
it below (chapter vii. 22), and is so recognised by Delitzsch, etc.) (2) The word occur- n 
second time in chapter viii. 8. The Assyrian invasion is to inundate Israel (the whole 
passage relates to the enemy's land, except the single clause that it will sweep onward into 
Judah): it will' fill the breadth of thy land, 0 Immanuel' - 0 boaster of God-with-us. 
(3) \Vhen the expression occurs the third time (chapter viii. 10) there is clearly a change in 
the use of it: the connective 'for' shows that what before was a proper name is here made 
into a sentence. The prophet cries to the allied enemies: l\Iake what uproar ye please, 
ye will be broken in pieces, for Goo rs \\"ITH us. The enemy's boast is appropriated in a 
true sense for the people protected by God. (4) But this is not the end of the train of thought 
represented by the expression ' Immanuel.' The prophecy goes on to depict the complete 
triumph of God's chosen people of Judah over their enemies, and at the climax expands 
the idea of the child named from the Divine presence into something yet more glorious: 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given ... and his name shall be called [no! 
merely 'God with us,' but) Wonderful Co11nse/lor, ~/ilighty God, Evcr/asli11g Father, Pri11e1 
of Peace. Thus the whole group of prophecies finds a unity in the Immanuel idea. 

By some readers the objection may be made that this interpretation conflicts with the 
use made of the passage in the New Testament. St. Matthew (chapter i. 22) describiny 
Jesus born of the Virgin Mary cites the passage of Isaiah: That it might be fttlfilled which 
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, Behold the virgin shall be with ch iid, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel; which is, being inter· 
preted, God with us. The answer is: (r) As regards the literal meaning of the particular 
verses of Isaiah, the present interpretation conflicts with the passage of St. Matthew only 
in the way in which all other interpretations conflict with it; (2) when the general drift of 
Isaiah's use of ' Immanuel ' is considered, the interpretation here offered is a better basii 

1568 



~otes to Particular Books 91-- Isaiah 

~-r St. l\fott~iew's reference tlian any other. (1) As regard~ the_ literal _ir.eanin~ of Isn_iah 
'll. 14, nothing can be clearer than that the child whose birth 1s mentioned will be httle 
nore than an infant when the alliance of Israel and Svria is overthrown. Tht verse could 
here fore refer to the birth of the Christ only in a secondary or mystic sense. [The upholders 
,f the ordinary interpretation recognise this. Delitzsch speaks of Isaiah seeing as a present 
vent what is really future. Driver understands the child as a ' pledge and symbol.' 
che,·ne says, " There is r.o explanation which does not oblige us to make some assumption 
tot directly sanctioned by the text.") Is It not simpler to recognise that the New Testa· 
nent writers, following canons of secondary and theological interpretation, dte expressions 
rom the Old Testament apart from tlieir immediate context, with the feeling that the very 
rnguage of the sacred books had mystic significations over and a bow the natural interpretd· 
ion that would belong to it as mere literature? Examples of this will occur to every reader: 
n unmistakable illustration is found within a few verses of the passage of St. 11/uttlirw 
l"'ady quoted. Speaking of the flight of Joseph, Mary, and the Babe into Egypt St 
Aatthew adds (chapter ii. 15): That it ntight be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
~rou/l,h the prophet, sayittJf, Out of Egypt did I call my son. No reference has been suggested 
:ir this except to Hosea, chapter xi. l, which reads: When Israel was a child, then I loved 
.inr, and culled my so" ont of Egypt. It is obvious that the words of Hosea cited by St. 
rlatthew must be separated from their literary context in order to bear the significance ht 
•laces on them. Thus as regards the verse of Isaiah quoted by St. Matthew, the interpre
ation here offered is no further than the received interpretations from St. Matthew's tlse 
,f tbe propliecy. (2) But when we pass from particular verses to the whole drift of the 
minanue\ prophecies, it will be clear that the proposed interpretation makes a litter basis 
or the theological use of the term than any other: for it involves the conne<·Lion of the term 
Immanuel' with the expanded expression ' Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,' etc., 

vhich is the lnost Messianic of all Messianic prophecies. 
I proceed to point out how the proposed interpretation simplifies the connectedness of 

he group of prophecies from the historic standpoint. Those who connect the virgin of 
:hapter vii. q-16 with Judah arc bound to connect with Judah also the verse that follows: 

The Lord shall brirrg upon thee, and upoii thy people, and upon thy father's hotrse, 
days that have not corne, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even 
the king of Assyha. 

rhey are thus saddled with the difficulty of understanding a threatened Assvrian invasion 
Jf J ude.h ih the midst of a prophet)" of which the explicit purpose is to comfort Judah under 
1nother invasion. This is surely rubbing the sore instead of bringing the plaister. The 
difficulty is usually met hy saying that Ahaz, instead of accepting the prophet's message, 
went to Assyria for assistance, and in the end suffered from the power he had preferred to 
Judah's (;od. This may be true as an historic fact, but not a word to that effect is saicl hv 
Isaiah. Nor is it guestioned tliat in passages that immediately follow (e.g. chapter viii. 1, 

etc.) the prophet is describing the Assyrian overthrow of Israel and Syria. Thus the ordi
nary explanation of the Immanuel verses involves a threatened Assyrian invasion of Judah 
interjected - without anything to mark the change - into a comforting promise to suffer
ing Judah !hat her enemies should be overthrown by the Assyrians, and this because of a 
sin of Judah which the prophet otnits to mention. With the present interpretation all this 
difficulty vanishes. The connectioh of chapter \1i. 14 with Israel carries with it the refer
ence of the verses that follow to Israel: it is Israel and its ally who suffer the Assyrian 
invasion throughout the whole group of prophecies. I have made this clear by tilt' division 
of the tcxl. I may add as a confi~mation that the expression (chapter vii. 17) days thar have 
not come from lhe day that EpMaim departed from Judrih is an unnatural expression in an 
addres• to Judah: in an address to Northern Israel it is the most natural of all expressions, 
being equivalent to saying, ' Since thou becainest a kingdom.' 

This interpretation of the lahd suffering Assyrian invasion as the land of Israel (and her 
ally) in all cases, and never the land of Judah, applies also to chapter ix. My explanation 
of this difficult portion of Isaiah is conveyed chiefly by the mode in which I have printed 
the text (see pages 41\0-1). (1) It is necessary to isolate chapter viii. 1 r-20 as a preface to 
the prophecy which extends from chapter viii. 9 to ix. 7. For such parenthetic prefaces see 
above, page 1533: this is the most pronounced example, and has the further peculiarity 
of a parenthetic acceptance (chapter viii. 17, 18) by the prophet of the Divine commission 
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There is no difficulty in following such an arrangement when the passage isproperly printed 
(2) 'Vhat remains (chapter viii. 9, ro and viii. 21 to ix. 7) makes a rhapsodic vision of vcn· 
interesting structure. In the first section there is a pendulum movement in single li11rs 
between the ideas of the enemy 'girding themselves' to destroy and their being dashed i11 
pieces themselves. In the second section (following the parenthetic preface) there is llw 
same pendulum movement in stanzas: alternately we have the boastful cries of Judah's 
enemies (inclicaled in my text by quotation marks) and the glorious triumph of Judah. Hv 
the time the third section is reached the boasting enemy has disappeared, and there is 
only the triumph of Judah in the child Wonderful. 

There remains the difficulty of chapter vii. 7"'"'), which as ordinarily presented read< 
thus: 

Thus saith the Lord GOD, It sha!l 11ot stand, 11either shall it come to pass. For the 
head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin: and within three
score and five )'Cars shall Ephraim be broken in pieces, that it be not a people: awl 
the head of Epliraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. lf 
ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established. 

All commentators recognise the extreme difficulty of following the connection of sentences 
here; and proposals arc made to alter the text. I think the passage becomes intelligible 
(though not free from difficulty) on the basis of understanding quotations from the triumph 
songs of the enemy as scornfully interjected by the prophet in the midst of his pledge of thl'ir 
overthrow. (See my arrangement of the text: pages 478--9.) This may seem a vioifnt 
interpretation; but it has the support (1) of the other prophecy in the same hook: Judah 
and her Enemies (pages 480-1), which I explain on the basis of similar quotations; (2) of 
the undoubted example of Psalm !xviii. 12-14, where the progress of Israel's invasion of 
the land of Canaan is com·eyed by snatches of their triumph songs. (See notes to that 
psalm, page 1615.) 

vii. I 7. Compare note on xix. 1. 
ix. 8. The structure of this Doom Song is an interesting example of the combination 

of' verse' and' prose' which has been discussed in general terms above, page r53r. There 
are here four stanzas, exactly synunctric one with another. In each there is (a) an in
troductory couplet, (b) in the middle a quatrain of verse gnomic in character, (c) at the l'n<I 
a couplet refrain; hct\\'ecn these fixed portions of verse there is prose (like recitatiw in 
music) which is expanded to varying degrees of fulness in the different stanzas. Tl10ugh 
the refrain is verbally unchanged, yet it has the effect of continual advance, through the 
fuller meaning which comes into the word ' still' with each succeeding stanza. 

Book III 

The whole book is made up of a single prophecy of Assyria considered as the rod of 
Jehovah's anger: permitted to triumph as the unconscious agent of Jehovah's purposes,. 
and cut down in his pride on the brink of complete success. The prophecy falls into t\\·o • 
sections. The first section puts the thought in the form of general prediction. The second 
opens \\'ith realistic cries of panic, as if Jerusalem itself were on the point of falling: at thi; 
moment comes the Divine interposition, and as against fallen Assyria we haYe the picture 1 

of the Holy Mountain and the peace of 'the remnant': songs of salvation make the rnn
cluding note. 

Book IV 

xm. I. The structure of this Doom prophecy is made up of the Divine word of I he 
overthrow of Babylon [prose passages] interrupted at intervals by [impersonal] songs· 
realising or celebrating what the Divine word brings forward. Compare above, page 15.11. 
The last of these verse interruptions is a fully developed Ode on Fallen Babylon. llt'·j' 
structural form is antistrophic inversion (7,. 6; 6, 7) on a basis of the Dirge or Taunt· 
rhythm: this is (in contradistinction to equal parallelism) a line followed by a weaker line. 
The general impression of this rhvthm is clear in this ode, though the inequality may be 
obscure in some couplets.] · . 

My consecrated ones ... them that e."Cu/t in my majesty. The Divine voice is hearc' 
calling to his ' hosts '; the idea suggested by the title Jehovah Sabaoth. Compare Joe,· 

1570 



otes to Particular Books B<-- Isaiah 

ii. 11 and l 3; Psalm ciii. 20, 21. - I will sit 1tpo1t the mount of co11gregalio1t in the ulter
rost parts of the north: for the north as the quarter from which Divine judgment is to be 

ooked for, compare note on page 1672. 
xiv. 29. The natural suggestion of this Doom Song is some affliction of Israel which 

s a cause of triumph for all the cities of Israel's hereditary foe Philistia. They arc bidden 
ot to rejoice too soon: forces of destruction await themselves, an<l the accumulation of 
uch forces of destruction is expressed in the three degrees of comparison: serpent, basi

~i>k. liay llying serpent. - A smoke out of the 11orth: the no~th_ is regularly_ the qu~rler 
lfrom ll"hich Di\"ine judgments come. There may be also a pomtmg to Assyna, especially 
in ,.i,·"· of the date note appended. [Compare II Chro11icles, chapter xxviii. 16-18.] -
Jl"hal Ihm shall 011r answer the messengers of the nation? The prose epilogue suggests 
•.mbassadors of triumphant Philistia coming to Judah, but received with the answer that 
her nrnJi<l,·nce is still only in Jehovah. 

xv. I. In its structure this beautiful Doom prophecy is a realistic Wail over fallen 
Moab [quatrains of \"erse] alternating at intervals with [prose passages] the Divine word 
ordaining the o\·erthrow. Compare abo,·e, page 1532. Towards the close (from xvi. 7) 
the dirge rhythm has hecome pronounced [each line of the quatrain represents a dirge 
couplet], and the quatrains are separated by varying refrains (italic passages). 

xvi. I. 'Send ye the lambs,' etc. Herc Moab is supposed to speak and to appeal 
for help to the power from which she ha<l revolted. Compare II Kings, chapter iii. 4. 
- This is the word that the LORD spake ... but 11ow the LORD hath spoken: for simi
lar postscripts to prophecies compare below, xxii. 2.i and xxiii. 17. 

xviii. I. There is a certain amount of ambiguity about the situation presented in 
this striking Doom prophecy. Amhassa<lors are busily tra,·elling in vessels of papyrus on 
the :\"ile - but to whom? Either (1) from the land beyond the rivers of Ethiopia to the 
Ethiopians (the ' nJ.tion tall and smooth,' etc.), as if making common cause against an 
im·ader; or (2) from the Ethiopians and neighbouring peoples on their way to Assyria. 
The s.:rund verse will suit perfectly well with the Assyrians, especially the words, A nation 
that ml'feth out, and trewirtlt dm.t•n, wlwse land the rivers divi"de. In either case the <lenoue· 
ment is the same: an interposition of Jehovah such that henceforward Ethiopia (or Assyria) 
will send emhassks to Zion alone. - For the structure compare a hove, page 1531. After 
the situation has been realistically OJK"ncd in verse, prose puts the Divine attitude: that of 
waiting without a sign of activity until the moment of doom has arrived, like a clear sum
mer day that gives no sign of the tempest that is going to destroy the harvest. 

xix. I. Io tl:is prophec\·, as elsewhere, I have suggested a cluster of ' Prophetic Sen
tem·es.' These· arc brief prophetic utterances, each complete in itself; there is usually some 
pointednc~·s of c.<pression that makes them Prophetic Epigrams, like the maxims and epi
grams of Wisdom literature. (Sec pages 146o and 1457.) They would be suitable for passing 
from mouth to TI'1uth among the people; or they might, as in these two places, be gathered 
alx>ut a prop'le 'Y of another kind. In vii. 18 a confirmation of the general character of 
such S<>nLenCl'S is seen in the fact that the second of them makes reference to Egypt as well 
as .-hsyria, though the whole situation in Book TI is entirely independent of Egypt. This 
present prophecy describes a judgment on Egypt so great that the Egyptians would trem
ble hdorc the people of Judah. It is natural to append to this extended prophecy a clus
ter of Sentences all putting, with more or less of epigrammatic point, the idea of a future 
wn,·c·rsion of Egypt to the worship of Jehovah. 

xix. 18. 011e shall be called, The city of Destruction. A play upon words, as between 
Jieres (destruction, especially used of iconoclasm) and Kheres (the sun: a reference to 
Heliopolis). 

xxi-xxxii. 14. An extremely interesting cluster of prophecies, bound into a unity by 
tlw undcrlyin~ image of the Prophetic Watchman. This is one of the standing images 
of prophetic literature [compare below, chapter Iii. 8, !xii. 6, etc.; Habakkuk ii. r; Ezekiel 
iii. 17, xxxiii. 2; Psalm lxxxv. 8J: but here appears elevated into a pictorial groundwork 
for the whole group of oracles. The prophet stands sentinel on the eastern houndary of 
the holy land, peering into the darkness of futurity for signs of coming judgments. [Verse 
6 of chapter xxi reads: The Lord said unto me, Go, set a watchman: but the general drift 
of the whole suggests that the prophet himself is conceived to be acting as watchman.] 

The first oracle opens with realistic exclamations [here presented as verse] and the 
prophet's excitement at what his vision shows [in prose passages]: the exclamations in
clude the Divine cries [indicated by double quotations marks] to the foes of Babylon to 

1571 



Isaiah ->'6 Notes to Partict..alat Books 

set on. Next comes, afler the fashion of parenthctir prcfares (sec al:mvc, pilge I5J.I), 
the eJ<planation of the establishment of the prophet's watch-tower. The vision is continued 
as before, anrl the whole ends with the prophet's apostrophe to the Babylon which the 
God of his vision will thresh as the corn on the floor. The tille to this first of the four 
prophecies is, The Grade of the Wilderness of the Sea.: the 'Sea' being, RS often, used fnr 
the Tigris and Euphrates waters; while the opening words describe the vision as sweeping 
like a storm across the wilderness that separates the Euphrates region from the holy land. 

The second title is; The Oracle of Silence (or Dumah). As I understand it, no furllw1 
vision is seen; but the section is devoted to keeping before us the poelic image of the pr~· 
phetic watrh-to"·er. It is a morsel of dialogue: a rnice from the border region (~1 ir) 
cries for tidings of the night; answer is made (as if in the watchman's formula) that Lhnr 
are no tidings; that the succession of day and night goes on without interruption· the srrkc1 
11ust inquire again. 

The Oracle at Evening is simple. Realistic verses express the prophet's visictt of a 
scattered host being relieved by the wandering tribes of Dedanites; then plain prose puls 
!he prediction of such 8. scattering for the hosts of Kedar. 

The Oracle of the Valley of Vision. This is an extremely difficult passage. But ii ls 
to be reckoned with the cluster of \Vatchman prophecies: the prophet stands on a tower, 
the ' valley of vision' is the region in which what he sees appears. The situation implied 
in the prophecy is not simply panic or defeat, but a defeat mistaken for a victory. \\'hat 
the prophet sees from his watch-tower is a city wholly given up to rejoicfogs over a victory 
of its troops in the field, whereas the prophet can see that instead of victory there has been 
disgraceful rout - Jerusalem's troops have not even been slain in ballle but are bound 
without the bow, i.e. have fled without striking a blow. After this vision has been put in 
realistic exclamations [presented in my te:<t as verse], a paragraph [of prose J follo''"' n• 
in the other prophecies of the group, conveying the prophet's distress at what he has seen. 
When the next paragraph is reached, the delusion that has held the city has suddenly van
ished: he took away the coveriug of Judah: and now all is panic and hasty preparations f.,r 
a siege. The final paragraph goes back in thought to the first sight of the vision: int/rat 
day the LORD was calling to mourning, and there had been nothing but feasting and joy I 
Ah unforgivable oITence. 

xxii. 15. Among these Dooms of the Nations is here found a personal denunciation of 
the treasurer Shebna, and an exaltation of Eliakim as his successor. But apparenllv Eliakim 
in the end proves unworthy, and a postscript denounces his nepotism. The mode in whirh 
this postscript is linked to what precedes is ingenious. In glorifying Eliakim the proplwl 
had used the image of a' nail in a sure place.' When Eliakim's fault is apparent, thl' image 
is cnrricd on: that he hangs oh this nail all the glory of his father's house, the of!s pring ,.,,d 
the issue, until the nail that was fastened in a sure place gives way. 

xxiii. i. In the first two sections of this Doom prophecy the shock of T)TP's faH Is 
being felt all over the mercantile world: Kiltim (Cyprus), a half-way station, Tarsh1,h 
(extreme west, coast of Spain), the regiol) of the Nile on the south. The third section I< 
rnore clifiicult. Pass through thy fond as the Nile, 0 daugh!er of Tarshish, etc.:. the s11~~ 
gesllort se~ms to be of a restraint exercised by Tyre on the rest of the mercantile world 
(e.g. by imposts, etc.): this girdle is now removed, and distant merchants arc as frrc ns 
the Nile ih days of fnunrlalimi. -0 thou oppressed virgili d<i11ghtfr of Zidon: the dn11g/1trr 
of Zidon is an expression for Zidon (compare Jeremiah's daughter of my people for the 
people): she is pictured as it radshed virgin fleeing to Kitlim, and further. - ,\nd her mer
chandise ... sltall be holiness to the LORD: in vain should Tyre recover her greatm»s, 
her riches in the end shall be conquered and become the consecrated spoil of Jehovah'.• 
people. 

xxiv-nvli 

Ta this :lleok of Dooms of the Nations a magnificent climax is made in this Rhapsody 
(at dramatic vision) of a Judgment embracing the whole universe. Thete is no note of 
paftiel!lat e.vertls or Special people:· hut a Day of the Lo RD that falls Uj)O~ the w?ole earth, 
excepl !hi! Mollhtaih cJf the LORD which stands out as a point of light ainzd Ii r'!med wo~ld 
[teni]late Zecltariah, chapter xiv], where a remnant (of Israel and of the Nations) enJ.oY 
a glotio!Js salvation. The whole falls into three sections. As with the Rhapsody of Zion 
Redeemed, these sections are not successive in time like the acts of a driitna, btH ptesent the 
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ame judwnent in different aspects. In place of temporal succession we have the pcndu
um movement dear to Hebrew imagination, alternating between Judgment and Salv4tion. 
fhc first section presents a destrudion covering the earth; in the second section heaven 
md earth are involved; the third section displays the judgment in its moment of crisis, 
Lnd here the pendulum-like alternation quickens and intensifies. [See pages 1533-4.) 

I. The destruction of the whple earth is prought out in snatches of vision <iltcrnating' 
.-ith the \"oic·e of Prn11heq•, which comments upon and enlarges what the vision rcwals. 
\t last the· remnant' is reached (grape gleanings when the 7.!iutagc is doue): voices of the 
;a,·erl in antiphonal rejoicings from all over the world are recognised by the Doomed. 
l"oircs from the I I "est ... from the East: when we recognise tire sea or lhe islBs of lhe 

:ca as conventional expressions far the west, these titles are easily inferred from chapter 
\>.\'ii. I-t, J 5, in the light of verse 16.] 

II. In the second $cction the destruction embraces heaven as well as earth: the host 
>f !lie high 011es 011 high [stars) a11d tile kings of the earth upo11 the oarth. -After many days 
;/wll tlicy be ••isitcd: the context makes this mean, not punishment fallowed by forgiveness, 
JUI im1•unity followed by visitation. - In place of merely voices of the Saved we now have 
~omplck ~ongs. [Two Songs have a slructQre of anlisLrophic inversion (4, 6; 6, 4 and 
'\, 6; 6, 81; the rest are in triplet stanzas.)-And in- this mountain, etc. The centre of 
Jw rhapsody is the presentation of I\lount Zion standing out from the unh-ersal destruc
tion. .-111d he 'u:il/ destroy ill this mountain the face of lhe covering that is cast m•rr all 
peopfrs: here the dark pall of destruction that has embraced the whole uni,·erse is suddenly 
rent for the hair mountain [compare the similar crisis in Joel, chapter iii. q-161; there 
follows at once the triumph of the Saved: He hath swallowed i1p death for ever, etc -
Afoab shall be trodden dcr<i'll in /1is place: in the momentary reversion lo judgment Moab 
is mentioned merely as one of the border peoples; from the holy mountain the ~aved 
behold the destruction extending from the border nations to the darkness of the ruined 
world. 

III. Tn place of stationary pictures, we now have the judgment presentcrl in its prog
ress: a cri;.is of doom is before us. The Prophetic Spectator can see the hand of God lifted 
while the Doomed arc yet bliml; in a moment the judgme11t has fallen, and the Daomcrl 
rry out too late; all this while !he Saved ha\·c been preparing the111sch'cs for the crisis 
by repentance. In the other sections there h'IS Leen a slow alternation between Judgment 
aml Sah·ation: now there is 'I change from the one to the other with almost every speech. 
[Thi"' last consideration is important for interpretation. There is a tendenc~', for example, 
to lOnnc•ct Tlir dead liw uol (v<"rse 14 of chapter xxvi) with Thy dead shall /h·c (,·erse 
HJ): the arrangement in my text shows how the two refer to the Doomed and the ~a\'{~d 
rcsrcctiwlr.J- J1 ide thyself for a lill/c momcut until the indig11alion be owrpast: compare 
again Joel, chapter iii. 1~-1(0.- The LORD shall punish leviathaii ... he shall slay tho 
dr111;011, etc. The rrft:rcnce lo these monsters of nature is to convcv how a11 heaven and 
':"arth is inn,)ved in the catastrophe. For the idea of these monslf'rs comp3.rc notes to 
.lob, page 1 r,rl2 .-Fury is not i11 me, etc., the idcr. is, th4t all fo~s of J rhovah Im ve disappeared: 
::ere there any left they would be but briers and thorns before his consuming lire. -- /11 
measure, 'i.i..'ltcn /hon sendcsl her a'i4•ay, thou dost co11!c11d 11..,ilh her; hr hath rcmo1•cd her 1dtlt 
his rough b/<lst in the day o/ llie easl wind. Herc the subject of the whole speech (the purg
ing of the Saved contrasted with the destruction of the Doomed by the same judgment) 
is presented under the image of winnowing: the Saved are treated with the measured wind 
of the winnowing fan, the others are met with a tempest that blows them away into noth
ingness. [To a modern reader there is difficulty in the indiscriminate use of him, them, 
her: this is in accarclance with the rugged abruptness of Hebrew poetry.]- The final 
poragraphs put the root idea of the rhapsody under the favourite prophetic images of 
boughs lopped and consumed, corn beaten out, a trumpet summoning the exiles home. 

Boak V 

For the general tenor of the several discourses compare on the book as a ~vhole, above, 
page 1567. 

xxviii. I. The four p11ragraphs af this discourse exhibit the favourite alternation be
tween Judgment and ~lllvation, - The crown of pride of drunken Ephraim trodden down 
-- a crown of glqr)' for the residue. - Hut there are drunken rulers in Judah also, trusting 
to a rch!gc of lies instead of the sure foundation stone, " he that belie"· ·· h shall nat make 
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haste": the scourge will sweep away their refuge of lies. - But for the patient comfort 
is imparted in agricultural images: the cruel plowing does not go on for ever, the gentle 
sowing comes; there are sharp threshing instruments (for the guilty), the gentle threshing 
with the rod for the precious cum min; and even the threshing is not to crush, but to ma k .. 
corn fit for bread. 
' xxxii. 9. In this brief discourse the change from judgment to restoration, which is sue h 
a feature of this book, is found in the middle of a sentence: until the spirit be poured"/'"" 
us from on high. 

xxxiii. r. This is the first of the climax prophecies to Book V. As the glorious 
restoration has been the most prominent theme in what has preceded, so here we ha\"!' :1 

rhapsodic drama of Salvation. The prophet brholds in vision the interposition of (;od 
while the people arc yet groaning under the yoke. When the last hope is gone (the am· 
bassadors returning with peace denied them, and describing the desolation of the lanrl 
through which they have travelled) God rises to save. The Sinners in Zion tremble at tl•e 
purging fire which is saving them: for the Godly in Zion there is nothing but rejoicing. 
Thine eyes shall sec ... thine heart shall muse: the Godly arc addressing one anotlwr. 

xxxiv. I. A further climax: in the spirit of the whole book(above, page 1567) we haw 
prophetic pictures of destruction covering the whole world, and an e<jually univcrs;il 
restoration. (The context shows that Edom is mentioned only as a typical foe: compare 
Joel (chapter iii. 19), where Egypt and Edom are similarly mentioned in what is obviously 
a universal destruction.) - The two pictures arc linked by corresponding passages, ca<h 
a parenthetic quintet, interrupting the pictorial description, which is afterwards resumed, 
with words emphasising the prophecy as a whole: Seek ye out of the book of the LORD a11d 
read [how all these woes shall come to pass]. Strengthen ye the weak hands [with 
these glorious promises]. 

Book VI 

For the book as a whole, see above, page l 567. 
xxxviii. IO. Hezekiah's Song. The structure of this song is interesting. It is a 

variety of antistrophic structure, hy which six couplets (of despair) are balanced by six 
triplets (of triumph); there is the further peculiarity of a parenthetic refrain (outside the 
structure) augmenting gradually from I said until it reaches complete couplets; 

Like a swallow or a crane, so did I chatter, 
I did mourn as a dove. 

For the augmenting refrain, compare David's Lament over Jonathan (pages 281, 1556). 

Notes on the Rhapsody of Zion Redeemed 

For the general idea of this poem, and of the ' rhapsody ' as a form of literature, see 
Introduction, pages r 395-8, l 392-3. 

For the seven divisions of this rhapsody see page 513. These seven parts arc not 
successive in time like the acts of a drama (compare note on Isaiah xxiv-xxvii), but ea• h 
is complete in itself. On the whole, the best name for them seems to be ' Visions': corn
pare the use of this word in the general title for the Book of Isaiah, page 4 7 r. 

*** The References that follow (unless where otherwise stated) are to tin· 
poetical divisions of the text of this edition. 

Prelude 

This Prelude, like the overture of many modern musical compositions, is a lyric antici
pation or foreshadowing of the whole work. A word of comfort for Jerusalem is spoken 
hy God, and voices are heard carrying the !(lad tidings on the way towards Jerusalem. 
The Voirein the desert suggests the return of the exiles across the desert which is the tlwrnc 
of the first Vision. The second and third \"oices foreshadow the despondency of Zion anJ 
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her relief which occur in the second Vision. The fourth Voice directly suggests the Awak
eninir of Zion at the close of 'l!ision three. And the structure of the fifth song is an epitome 
of the alternation between Jehovah's work of Judgment and Salvation with which the 
rhapsody closes. 

Vision I 

This lengthv Vision is an elaborate forensic scene, in which the Nations of the earth 
on the one hand, and Israel on the other side, are summoned before the bar of Jehovah 
to hear his 'counsel ' in the matter of the triumphant career of Cyrus. Realistic touches 
keep the scene vividly before us all through. There is no personal speaker except Jehovah, 
but the dramatic effect is produced by alternating monologue: Jehovah turning alternately 
to the Nations and to Israel, with a total change of tone as he addresses the one or the 
other. [The divisions of the speeches are clear: but of course each party is addressed 
in the presence of the other, and hence there are in the middle of the speeches momentary 
turnings from the one to the other.] The monologue is interrupted al intervals by lyric 
outbursts of joy at the Divine tidings: these seem to be impersonal hymns, and not the 
words of any speaker (except the triumph song on page 521). The pendulum-like alter
nation is seven times repeated (compare above, page 1533): and each section has an in
di,·id•rnlitv of its own. 

Introduction. As the Prelude dramatically foreshadows the whole rhapsody, so we 
have here a prefatory discourse which is a summary of the spirit of Vision I. It has two 
paragraphs analogous to the alternating sections of the Vision: the one exalts Jehovah as 
against the idolatrous Nations, the other comforts desponding Israel. 

Section i. The first section is occupied with the summons of the Nations and Israel 
to meet J ehornh in judgment. There is a brief suggestion of the panic of the assembling 
idolaters; and in contradistinction to this the way of approach for Israel will he smoothed 
b\' their Goel. 

. Keep silence: suggestive of a proclamation before a potentate (compare Habakkuk, 
chapter ii. oo; Psalm xlvi. xo). 
0 islands: the Grecian chain of islands is often used to express the extremity of. the 
prophetic world. 
Whom he cal/cth in righteousness to his foot. It is extremely important in studying 
prophetic literature to remember the double meaning in prophecy of the word rigltt
eousness: (r) our modern meaning, doing right; (2) the prophetic meaning, setting 
right, vindication, al1nost the equivalent of salvation. Here the word is used in the 
second sense. Compare (xii. 26): Who hath declared it ... beforetime, that we 
may say; He is righteous (that is, vindicated hy the event); again (page xiv. 8)', 
Let the skies pour down righteousness, let the earth . . . bring forth salvation; (Ii. 5) 
Aly righteoumess is near, my salvation is gone forth. There is a play upon the two 
meanings of the word in (lvi. x): Keep ye judgement, and do righteousness: for 
my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed. 
The isles saw and feared, etc. (xii. 5) Very rarely in these rhapsodies a portion of the 

movement is described or announced, instead of being brought out in discourse and dia
logue. Such passages are analogous to what in theatrical dramas are 'stage-directions' 
[these in modern dramas (e.g. those of Victor Hugo, Ibsen) include considerable pieces of 
action]. For other examples compare pages 505, 506, 53~. The reader \\'ill note that 
such announcements of the action are printed in italic type (indented) when they are the 
words of Scripture; where they are explanations of my own they arc marked off by 
square brackets. 

Section ii. The two parties being now assembled, Jehovah challenges the Nations 
and .their idols to produce their cause. The challenge is twice made without response: 
the idols are declared therefore to be vanity. - It is important to note that the point of 
Jehovah's challenge is not (as sometimes interpreted) the power to predict the triumph 
of Cyrus. Shew us things for to come is regularly combined with declare ye the former 
things, and what Jehovah claims for himself is a providential government of history: 
the career of Cyrus is the final touch that reveals the counsel of Jehovah from the begin
ning to the end of history. [What this io appears in the next speech.] 

Jehovah turns to Israel. (1) He proclaims Isra<'I to the Nations as Jehovah's Servant; 
(2) that his service is Lo bring judgment to tlw \lations, but without violence. [The appli-
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cation of A bruised reed shall he not break to Christ by St. Matthew i~ a secondary or mystir 
interpretation (compare above, page 1568): at this point of the rhapsody the 'Servant of 
Jehovah' is undoubtedly the nation of Israel.] (3) In the development of J chovah's coun
sel as to his Servant a new wonder is to be told [here comes the outburst of joyful ~xpectn
tion]: the Servant of Jehovah is blind and deaf and hidden in prison houses, not under
standing that this imprisonment among the nations is for his sins against his God; but 
these nations have gone beyond their intended purpose and been 'robbers'; now therl'
fore the Maker of Israel will be his Redeemer, giving nations [Cyrus's conqµests) as his 
price; the prison houses shall yield up the ' blind people that have eyes.' 

Section iii. The third section is, to the Nations, an emphatic repetition of the former 
challen!(e. To Israel is promised a way of return [suggestive of the deliverance from Egypt: 
'rivers in the wilderness'], and a moral analogy to this [compare I will pour my spiril 
upon thy seed ... and they shall spring up among the grass, as willows by the watercourses]. 

Section iv. The fourth section is occupied with the authority of him who promises. 
The scorn of idols is interwoven "'ith the antithesis between formed gods, and Jehovah the 
former of Israel, who is the promiser of this redemption. 

Section v. In the fifth section not only the Nations in general but Cyrus in particular 
is addressed. Another idea appears (chapter xiv. 22), that Jehovah is the saviour of the 
ends of the earth as well as Israel. Another antithesis is made prominent, between the 
idols who are carried in procession [Bel boweth down over one beast, Nebo stoopelh over 
another], and Jehovah who carries his people from infancy to hoar hairs. 

Section vi. This section opens with Israel's triumph over Babylon: then Jehovah 
addresses the Nations and in particular the Babylon that is to be overthrown. - The ad
dress to Israel is to the half-hearted of the nation, who will be 'refined, but not as silver.' 

Section vii. The final section contains a brief summary of the commission to Cyrus 
to deliver Israel from Babylon, and the voice of Cyrus is heard responding. There is a 
brief address to Israel, followed by the cry to go forth from Babylon. With this this first 
Vision closes. 

Page 523. There is no peace, saith the LORD, unto the wicked. In the case of this 
much-disputed sentence I am wholly unable to see any connection with the context. 
I have treated it as a pious ejaculation used to separate the sections of a long work: 
compare the doxologies separating the five books of Psalms. 

Vision IJ 

. This Vision is wholly occupied by the 'Servant of. Jehovah.' At the commencemenl 
this Servant of Jehovah is explicitly the nation Israel; though there may be an approach 
to idealisation in the fact that it is (the true) Israel rousing the (false) Israel to the Divin<" 
commission. At the close of Vision II there is such an approach to personality in th<" 
Servant of Jehovah as is implied in the conception of a suffering martyr. 

The Vision seems to fall inlo three sections.- Section i. Jehovah's Servant meditates 
on his twofold mission (as given in the pre,;ous Vision): to the tribes of Jacob and to the 
Gentiles. - Section ii. Then clearly follows the ministry to Zion in the form of a dialogue 
of consolation. [Who hath begotten me these, etc.: the text of the R.V. actually reads, 
Then shalt thou say in thi11e heart, Who hath begotten me these. But as the spirit of 
the whole passage is a dialogue of consolation I have thought it within the scope of the 
mode of presenting here used to replace these words by the title Zion as speaker; com· 
pare such cases as Joh took up his parable and said.] - ~ection iii. The third section I 
have headed as the Ministry lo the Gentiles: though this is not quite clear. The stron~ 
emphasis in the first section on the double mission, and the clear confinement of ii to 
Zion, suggest that we should expect an appeal lo the Gentiles here; arid the words Who 
is amo11g you that feareth the LORD fall in well with such an explanation It comes as a 
confirmation of this that four times in this section we find the form of the namr 
Jehovah represented in the R.V. by Goo [as distinguished from the LORD]: and there 
appears a tendency in the rhapsody as a whole to use this form of the Divine name in 
connection with outsiders, as LORD is the special no.me with God's own people. [The 
usage is clear in the examples in chapters xi. ro; xi viii. 16; xlix . ., ; lii. 4; lvi. 8; !xv. 
13, 15: less clear in those in chapters !xi. r, II: see note on these last passages, under 
Section v, page 1578.] 
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Vision Hi 
This is made up of (i) Appeals of Jehornh, seconded by the Celestial i-losts, to Zion to 

awake. No rcsporise is made until (ii) the end: the Awakening of Zion, as the Watch
men of Zion [compare above, page 15il] catch the tidings of the Messengers [compare the 
Prologue], and waken slumbering Jerusalem. - Ye that bear the vessels of the Lord: for 
the prominence of this idea in Israelite conceptions of the Return from Exile compare 
Ezra viii. 24-36. 

Vision IV 
The Servant of Jehovah now appears as exalted: the exaltation consists in the recog

nition at last by the Chorus of Nations of a humiliation they had misinterpreted. There 
seems now a mystic personality attaching to ' Jehovah's Servant '; and the words of the 
choral song tlisllnrtly associate \\·ith that personality the idea of vicarious sufferings, a soul 
111aki11g a1t offering for sin, bearing the sins of many. 

Vision V 

Three Songs of Zion F.xalled. The order of the Visions is noticeable: The Servant 
of Jehovah Awakened, Zion A\\·akencd; the Servant of Jehovah Exalted, Zion Exalted. 
- i. Song of Zion as the Tlritk of jehonih. For its structure compare above, page l 532. -
ii. Zion the city of ileatily arid Peace. Both these are apostrophes to Zion; in iii Zion is 
the speaker: for its structure coiiijiare above, page 1532. -A11d I will make an everlasting 
co7.'cn1111t ':.i'ilh you, t:Jrn llie Sute 11iercles <Jf Da-vid: Zion is speaking, exercising her new 
authority to admit the :'<lations into the covcrtant of Jehovah's people with their God. In 
the words that immediately follow Jehovah recognises Zion as thus a witness to lhe peoples. 
-For ii1y thoughts "i·e lzol yout thdtigltls, etc.: see above, page 1532. 

\lislon vr 
This is the most difficult portion of the rhapsody. Its general subject is clear: Redemp

tion at work in Zion. It must be remembered that the seven \'isions arc not to be regarded 
as succcssiYe in lime.,. Each is complete in itsc·lf; in lhc present case redemption is ftilly 
pre,;ehted from ils earliest stage; hot is there ah)" limitation to jiarlklllat epochs of history. 
There is only a logical seyucnce in the successive Visions: Deli\·crance-A,takening
Redcmplion [spiritual purint-ation in pre[iatation for] - Judgment (the final separation of 
Good and Evil). The movement of this sixth Vision again is rtot difficult to follow. The 
main obscurity is the question, who is the lead_ing speaker. This will best be considered 
in the sucressiw sections of which the \"islon is made up. 

httrodUctioll. As irt Yislon I, we have a prefatory discourse before the dramatic 
mo,·cmcnt begins. The body of \'ision VI being occupied with redemption in Zion, this 
Inlrodudion is careful lo premise that outsiders - slningets and eunuchs (excluded by the 
old Law) - may by ' right_eotlsncss' be subjects of the 'righteousness' which is to be 
revealed. [For Lhc word rlglzleoiwiess, compare note lo Settioh I, page l.);5. l 

Section i. The first stag;e of the movement is a Struggle with Sin and Error. \Vho is tM 
speaker here?- (1) Not Jehovah: two of the cries of encouragement that come to the 
speaker (page 533) ate from Itlm. - (_2) ls it the' Sctvaht of Jehovah,' who has hrl<l such 
a 1.-ading position in \'lsloi\s I1 atid IV? 1t is hot!ceablc that the term never occurs after 
Vision I\' [of course the plural 'servants' occurs often, but in no special scnsc.J. It may 
be open lei theology to argue on independent groullds for the identity of lhc spc-aker of this 
section with tlk Servant, but lhe primary arid literary ihtetprelatlon docs not giw· sufti<frnt 
indication of this. - (3) Is the speaker the sattle as In section v of this Vision, to whom I 
have given the Lille 'The Rcdecmet '? 'the wotds of section iii seem dist!llct!y a turning 
point in the movement of the Vision, and they promise a Redeemer to Zion; morcon·r, 
the opening of section v reads like a person announcing himself: there seems then great 
difficulty in understanding such a personage to be present in this earlier stage. - (4) IL 
seems then that the Presence here struggling for the redemption of Zion is something left 
obscure and undefined; and I have therefore fallen back upon the ' Voice of Prophecy,' 
that appears speaking on behalf of God so often in dramatic prophecies. 

Chapter lvii. 9. And thou wentest to the kfog with ointment. . . . thou wast weuried 
with tlw length of thy way, etc. Three things are denounced: oren sin- then (in 
this passage) the seeking other refuge than Jehovah, in pursuit o which the people 
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maintained hope amid weariness, whereas of Jehovah they despaired without a 
struggle - thirdly (from !viii. 2) formalism. 

Section ii. .At last an effect is produced: and the appeal is answered by Repentant 
Israel (a i;:ommon speaker in the dialogues of Jeremiah and Hosea). 

Section iii. Following upon this repentance we have the interposition of Jehovah as 
a turning point lo the Vision: the redemption is begun, and a Redeemer shall come to Zion. 
- For the direct announcement of the movement here, compare above, note to xli. 5: 
there is a similar case al the centre of the Rhapsody of Joel (chapter ii. i8). 

Section iv. An elaborate lyric Song, celebrating Zion in its complete redemption. -
The successive stages of the song commence with couplets introducing a thought expanded 
in <]Uatrains (or sextets occasionally). (1) Dawn out of darkness. (2) Nations flocking 
to the light, bringing the exiles to their Zion. (3) Ships like doves flocking to their windows 
bring the wealth of the nations as tribute. (4) The City of the LORD. (5) There is a climax 
in the conception of a light that never sets. 

Section v. The last section introduces the presence of the Redeemer in Zion. Herc 
again there seems insufficient evidence as lo the personality, whether to be identified with the 
'Servant of Jehovah' in another stage of idealisation, or some independent presence. Jn 
the literary interpretation the name must be left undefined. - The spirit of the Lord GuJJ 
is upon me. Compare above, note lo section iii of Vision I on page I5i:\. It is not easy 
to see why this form of the Divine name appears here and again on the following page. It 
may be observed, however, that in both cases the two names LORD and GOD arc used in close 
association: perhaps this is a reflection of the spirit of the whole Vision, which includes 
strangers with the original people of God in the redemption worked in Zion. 

Chapter lxii. IO. Prepare ye the way of the people ... lift up an ensign for lite 
peoples. The close of this Vision is the immediate expectation of the promised re
turn of exiles and gathering in of the Nations. The watchmen are smoothing the 
road for the inhabitants of Zion to go forth and meet their guests, and setting·up way
marks to guide the newcomers to their destination. 

Vision VII 

The main thought of Hebrew wisdom and prophecy is judgment: the vindication of 
good and fall of evil. This is here presented in two pictures: A Vision of Judgment on the 
Nations; a Dramatic Scene of Judgment in Zion. - It will be noticed that this and tho· 
preceding Vision arc independent of one another: the situation at the close of VI is not the 
situation at the beginning of VII: each Vision is complete in itself. 

Section i. The use made of the ' Chorus of Watchmen ' here is precisely that made 
of the Prophetic Watchman in chapter xxi. · As Seir appears there for the border region 
nigh the prophetic watch-tower, so here Edom and Bozrah arc similarly used. - The clo'<' 
of this section evidently echoes the language of section iii of the previous Vision: this im
plies that it is Jehovah himself who descends in judgment. 

Section ii. For the pendulum-like alternation between Judgment and Salvation, sec 
above, pages l 533-4. 

Chapter Ixvi. 1. What manner of house will ye build unto me?. The relevance of 
this passage is best explained by comparing the words of Repentant Israel (!xiv. r r) 
as to the destruction of the holy and beautiful house. Jehovah proclaims that his 
dwelling is alike in heaven and in the humble heart. 
Page 541. Confused cries, etc. There is clearly an interruption here to the alternating 
monologue. It seems to consist of cries wrung out by the wonders of destruction and 
salvation; the first are merely irregular cries, the others regular stanzas of gl;id 
surprise that the 111ighty promises of a restored nation should be fulfilled at a stroke. 

Notes to Jeremiah 
For the book as a whole see Introduction, pages 1398-1402. 

Book I 

i. 18. The last paragraph is of the nature of an epilogue: it recurs in general sub
stance (though very much varied in details) at the end of other prophecies, at vi. 27 and 
xv. 20. 
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Chapters ii - vi 

This is the most elaborate of the literary compositions of Jeremiah. I have entitled 
it The Prophet's ;\lanifesto: as containing his prophetic message in all its fulness. In 
form it is a rhapsody, or spiritual drama [rompare note above, pages r392-3], but 
while all literary forms are.fused together in a rhapsody, the form of discourse has greater 
prq1011derancc in this than in other rhapsodies. The whole falls into seven sections. -
I. The tirst is made up wholly of God's pleadings with unfaith{ ul Judah: artistically, 
it is made remarkable by a tour de force of imagery [see note below]. - II. The second sec
tion holds up lo Judah the example of Israel [that is, northern Israel: Jeremiah's usage of 
' Israel' applies it sometimes lo the northern kingdom only, at other times to the chosen 
peupk as a whole, now represented by Judah alone]. The close of the section dramatically 
presents this backsliding Israel repentant and accepted. - III. All the remaining sections 
arc made up u[ the Divine word of remonstrance to Judah, and the judgment on Judah 
which with each section a<l\'anrcs nearer. In this third section we have merely warnings: 
the lli,·ine threats arc in the future tense, and the scene dramatically presented is that of 
vuiccs frum a distance gi\'ing information of a coming foe, or panic terror at some unknown 
future. - I\'. \\'c now ha Ye a description of total destruction, but it is in a vision only: 
bcl\\"Ccn the fragments of the poet's vision God is applying the judgment to the erring people. 
- \'. At the last moment there is such an arrest of judgment as Ahraham obtained for 
Sodom, arrest conditional upon finding one just man: the prophet seeks in vain. - \'I. 
\\'ith the sixth section the command is ¢ven to the enemy to go up, but not make a full eud: 
lake away her branches. This moment's respite is used for fresh remonstrances from Cori. 
The panic of the people now suggests an enemy drawing nearer and nearer: they have 
started at noun, by dusk they are just upon the city. Yet the last word of the section is a cry 
Be thou i11siructed. - VTI. In the last section all arrest of judgment is abandoned: the very 
remnant is to UL' gleaned, and the panic-struck people find the sword of the enemy in every 
way. - The Epilogue is personal to the prophet: compare i. 18 and xv. 20. 

ii. 13. For my people have committed two ei•ils, etc. From this point there is a remark
able heaping together of the most widely sundered images, for the purpose of ex
pressing the unfaithfulness or misen· of the chosen people: cisterns (and broken 
cisterns) as contrasted with living fountains - the born slave as contrasted with 
the free son - destruction by the lions [of Egypt] - the trained heast breaking 
the yoke - the wife playing harlot on every green hill - the noble vine degenerated 
into wildness - the vain washing with soap - the dromedary traversing her ways 
[flinging herself hither and thither in her heat as contrasted with going straight. for 
her destination] - the -wilderness ass refusing the tamc·r - the ass scenting after 
her mates [instead of waiting to be approached] -the rutting season. - Withhold thy 
foot from being 1111shod: cease bringing thyself into disgrace. As the voluntary 
removing of the shoe was a sign of reverence, so its forcible removal by others 
was the deepest disgrace: compare Deuteronomy, chapter xxv. 9. 
ii. 34. l /1<11•c 1wt found it at the place of breaking in: blood found in the close neigh
bourhood of a broken wall was understood as shed in resisting the thief. Com
pare Exodus, chapter xxii. 2. 

iii. 19. But I said, H mv shall I put thee 'V"ong the children? The Divine speaker goes 
back to the time of calling Israel as his chosen nation: the call was conditional. 

Book II 

viii. 4. Discourse merging in rhapsodic dialogue: other examples in Book II. The 
c:1.llogue present' a vain repentance: a voice heard from the far land of captivity. -Is there 
110 lm/m in Ci/rad? Compare xxii. 6 for the use of Gilead as a type of fertility. 

ix. 23-x. r6. These are prophetic• sentences,' or epigrams: short utterances, complete 
in themselves, and suitable for passing from mouth to mouth. Many of these would be
long to the great ftoating literature of oral prophecy, and would be used by prophetic authors 
in connection with their own compositions. (Compare page 1567, note on Isaiah ii. r.) 
1-lrnrc the recurrence of the same 'sentence/ more or less varied, in diITercnt writings of 
the same or of different prophets. The first sentence on idolatry is worked up into more 
than one section of the Rhapsody of 7,ion Redeemed. Clusters of such sentences are found in 
conne<tion with longer prophecies, just as in the Wisdom hooks strings of isolated sayings 
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separate longer essays. Compare Ecclesiaslicus and Ecclesiastes in various places. -
He hath made the earth by his power, etc. This sentence recurs in the Doom of Babylon 
(Ii. 15, page 604), There I have presented it as verse, here as prose: in each case tlw 
parallelistn is tnade harmonious with the parallelism of the context. [For the principle• 
of such arrangement see Note on Prose and Verse, page 1530.] 

Book III 
This gtoup of discourses is unified by the idea of a Missionary Journey, to preach 

'the Covenant' in the cities of Judah. It must be remembered that the discovcn· o[ the 
roll of the law in Josiah's reign took j>lace some five years after the date of Jeremiah', 
call to the prophetic office. The Deuteronomic matter that "·as the whole or part of thi> 
newly discovered roll profoundly affected the de,•out of Israel, both imm.,diately and C\TI" 

afteni'ards. ll is this Dcutcronomic C'ovrr1ant thal Jeremiah sets out to preach. The sl'c
tions of this third hook put sucrcssh·ely: first, the mm mission to preach the Covenant. in lh<· 
cities; seconrlly, J utlah's tejeclion of it; thirrlly, the persecution of the preacher in his o\\ 11 

city of Anathoth, with the refleclions that this i;ivrs rise to; fourthly, sentences, epigrarn
matically coltV<·ying the hopeless state of the Lord's heritage; then (finally), the causes of 
this national unfaithfulness arc found in the Infection of surrounding idolatrous nations, 
and the general pride of people and rulets. 

xii. 9. Is ntine heritage unto me as a speckled bird of prey? The idea is of a carrion 
bird sick herself, ahd other catrioh birds waiting around to devour: the whole sug
gestive of cotn.lpt J utlah surrounded hy corrupt irlolatrotts p~oples. 
xii. 9. Go ye, assemble all the beasts of the fidd: e\'idently lhe same sentence 
of floating prophecy (above, note to ix. 23) underlies this and Vision VI of Zio11 
Redeen1ed (I sai<th lvi. 9). 
xiii. 6. Go lo Euphrates. It seems to tne an impossibility to tmderstancl this (a• mnm· 
commentators do) tJf the river Euphrates: such a journey is ohviously incompatible with 
the Embletn prophecy describetl. Either there was some "illage so called near at 
hand, or so hie marshy j>arl of Jerusalem nicknnmcd Euphrates; or else some Jess 
importaht name has been rlltractecl into the well-known name of the gr<•at river. (Se,·
etal places have been suggested, in which the change of letters or pointing "·ould ilt' 
slight.] 

Book IV 

xiv-xv. A Rhapsody of the Drought. This portion of Jeremiah (chaµters xh- and 
xv} is usually interpreted as a Dialogue of Intercession, with no speakers except God and lite 
Prophet. No explanation of the chapters is entirely withput difTiculty; but the form 
udopted in the text seems to me the least difTicult, and by far the most beautiful interpreta
tion. (1) A great objection to other Yiews is the conclusion: it seems impossible, wilhoul 
straining, to make the prophet gnilty of any fault (mistrust, ctr., is sug[(rstecl) of which lw 
should be invited to repent. Nor is it easy to see why the Prophet should speak the words, 
0 Lord, thou k1um!est: remember me, etc. (chapter xv. 15-18), after the full assurance giH·n 
him just before: Verily I will stre11gthen thee for good (xv 11). Further, the Divine reply, 
If thou return, then will 1 bri11g titre again ... aml if thou take for/It //re precious from the 
vile, etc (chart.er xv. 19), seems a nat4ral reference to the' purged remnant' which through
out prophetic literature is the only portion or the nation to be s11vcd. No doubt Yerses 20, 

21 of chapter xv refer to Jeremiah; hut they arc outside lhe rhapsody, being an epilo~U<' 
added to this as to other important prophecies (compare i. 18 and ,.i. 27). (2) In the t11<1 
first speeches which I assign lo the Repentant People (chapter xi,·. 7-<:J, 19-22) the pluial 
is unifor.mly used: and the descriptive passage opening the rhapsody has prepart'd us '" 
hear Judah mourning. It is true that in the third speech assigned to the People ( rha ptcr "'-
15-18) the si.ngular is used; but that speech immediately follows a speech of l;od (wN s 
12-14) in which the singular is used, and which undoubtedly is addressed to the People and 
not to the Prophet. (3) The ordinary view ignores the marked distinction between" '1'11• 
LORD said unto me" in chapter xiv. 11 (contrast \'erse 10) and chapter xiv. I.I (compare 
17) and thapter xv .. _1, as compared with the usual formula, "Tbe LORD said," in chapter 
xv .. II {and 19). This suggest• a b1•autiful dramatic effect throught out in the text by the 
indications of .the speakers]: God refuses at first so much as to answer the sinful People, 
but speaks only through the Prophet; at last he answers the People directly, but only to 
threaten; finally he shows mercy to the repentant remnant. 
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xvi. 16. I will s611d for man.y fishers, etc. On the whole, the order of sentences 
favouFs the idea that the images of fishing and hunting are to be understood of the sal
vation of Israel, the bringing the exiles out of the obscure regions in which Lhey have 
been scattered. The Lord goes on Lo say that he is equally diligent to inquire afler 
their sins: and the recompence of iniquity shall come first. 
nii. 3. 0 my mountaiu in the field: compare a similar expression applied in xviii. 
14 to Lebanon: Lhe idea seems to be that of slanding out from what is adjacent. 

Book V 

xviii. 14. Shall the snow of Leban.on fail, etc. These are images for the unnatural 
conduct of Israel: snow may he expected to melt from the field, hut not from the 
rock [I..<•hannn is the 'white mountain']; the short summer streams may dry up, 
but not the long riYcrs.. 

xx. 7. Two meditations to exemplify opposite frames of mind in the midst of persecu
tion. The tirst has the dramatic change so common in the psalms. The resemblance of 
the sernnrl to the Curse in Job suggests that both are founded on some wail of floating poetry. 

Book VI 

xxii. 10-29. For the structure compare the Doom Songs (see note to Book X). 
xxiii. 33-40. Apparently the word Burdell is specialised to the actual Pi vine message, 

as distinct from the hortatory matter of the prophet in which it would be merged. 

Book Vil 

xxv. I. Tire Cup of the LORD's Fury. This prophecy is suggestive of an introduction 
to the Dooms of the Nations: and the Septuagint acrordingly places these (Book X of the 
present, or Hebrew, arrangement) immediately after this section. On the whole, the order 
of the Hebrew version seems the more pro ha ble. The enumeration of the nations has no 
conformity with the contents of Book X. These arc introduced here for a different purpose; 
the 1woplcs are imagined as hesitating to drink; they arc reminded, I begi11 to work evil at 
tire city «·!rich is called by my 11<1111c, and should ye be utterly unpunished? This indirect 
Mode of emphasising the destruction of J erusalcm is rhetorically very powerful. 

xxv. 26. Tire king o_f .Sbrsbacb shall drink after them. I transcribe Mr. Streane's 
note: "Slreshach is rather= Rahr/ (Babylon) in acrnrrbncc with a secret (Kahalistic) 
system of writing dating from an unknO\rn antiquity among the Jews. This sys
tem took dilforcnt forms, of which this (called Athaslr) consists in substituting the 
last letter of the Heh. alphabet for the first, the last but one for the second and so 
on. Sh Sh Ch "·ill, on this principle, take the plan"s of II D L. This is con firmer! 
by Ii. 41, where the Heh. (Le D Ka )fa Y) for 'the midst of them that rise up 
against me' becomes, when thus transmuted, Ca S D I :\I = Chaldeans, which is the 
actual rendering of the Septt1agint. They however omit the whole cl~usc ifl the pres
ent passage, and the word Shcshach in Ii. 41. If that word be intencled lo he sig
nificant in itself as weli and not to be merely a transmutation of Bahe}, it will mean 
either (i) a mass of people or buildings, or (ii) a sinking, downfall, in which case Ii. 64 
will contain an allusion lo this name.'' 

Book VIII 

Preface. I understand this as a preface only to Book VIII - the Restoration Prophe
cies. They arc made into a special book lo stand as a witness for Jeremiah when the 
re<toratiDn >hall take place. J cremiah isfonrl of this conception of the' sign of the prophet'*: 
compare xliii. 8 and xliv. 29. 

xxx. 5. This prophecy is in the 'pendulum form': the paragraphs alternately treat 
judgment anc\ r<"storation. (Compare a Love, page r 533.) 

xxxi. 15 . .-1 1mire is heard in Rnmah. God is the speaker to thl' end: the form is that 
of the alternaling monologue. 
xxxi. 22. A «·oma11 shall encompass a man. The only point in this expression is the 
reversal of what is natural. 

*On the 'sign of the prpphet' compare my Literary Stu4y q/ the Bible, page 378. 
151)1 



Jeremiah ....g Notes to Particular Books 

xxxi. 26. I awaked, and beheld: and my sleep was sweet unto me. This docs not mean 
that the prophet received the message in his sleep, and that when he awoke that sleep 
seemed to sweet to him; but that in his dream he seemed to awake to a vision, and 
at the sight of that vision he felt pleasure, even in his sleep. For a similar expres
sion compare Zechariah, chapter iv. r. 

Book X 

The structure of these Dooms for the most part follows the form already discussed 
fully in the notes to Isaiah, pages I 531-2. The actual Divine word of denunciation or 
threat has a form here represented by prose: this is accompanied or interrupted by (im
personal) lyrics, celebrating, or realising, or in some way dwelling upon the matter of the 
Divine word. 

xlvi. 2. This is different from most of the Doom Songs. It is a Ballad on the Battle 
of Carchemish: one of the 'decisive battles' of history, by which the question of supremacy 
between the two empires in which the Israelitish world terminated - Babylon and Egypt 
- was finally determined in favour of Babylon. [Its structure is that cf triplet stanzas 
with duplications.] . 

xlvi. I6. Arise, 11nd let us go again to our uwn people: it is the mercenary troops of 
Egypt who speak. - Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noise, etc.: he has ceased to be 
anything but a name, his fated time is passed. - Like Tabor among the mounlaius, 
and like Carmel by the sea, so shall he come. The he is the he with which the pre
ceding stanza commenced. The prominence of mountains amid their surroundings 
is made an image for the certainty of this event as compared with other events. 

xi viii. I. For the whole compare Isaiah xv. r, and for the latter part the ballads quoted 
in Numbers (pages i40, i4r). This comparison makes an excellent study for the floating 
Doom r.oetry worked up by different poets in different forms. 

xlv1ii. 47. Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab. For similar postscripts com
pare Isaiah, pages 490, 495, 497; and in Jeremiah, pages 598, 600. 

xlix. 7. Compare Obadiah: here again is a good example of floating Doom poetry 
worked up by different poets. 

xlix. 23. The effect here is the realistic vision of overthrow preceding the cause of 
that overthrow in Jehovah's coming to judge [at the words Hrnu is the city of praise not 
forsaken?]. Compare the Watchman prophecies of Isaiah (xxi. r), and notes on pages i571 
and 1 ~J2. 

xhx. 28. Here again we have a resemblance to the Watchman prophecies of Isaiah 
(see previous note): Divine cries of onset alternate with prophetic description. 

I-Ii: Doom of Babylon 

This Doom of Babylon is the most elaborate of all Doom Prophecies. It has the usual 
structure of alternation between [prose] Divine word of denunciation and lyric songs o[ 
realisation. But it has in addition to this a sectional structure: seven distinct sections, the 
middle or climax section having itself a sevenfold structure by distinct images applied lo 
Babylon and elaborated. The spirit of the whole is purely lyric, there being no dramatir 
progression of inovcment; thus the realistic lyrics bring forward the theme of the attal k 
on Bab~·lon and its fall with wonderful variety, but not in any temporal order of incidenl. 
[One of these lyrics exalts God as against the idols; another is a wailing dialogue of suffer· 
ing Zion and Jerusalem; a third presents the delivered exiles remembering their wrong,. I 
There is in place of dramatic movement a parallelism and corresponclcncc of sections, thus: 

I. Judgment on Bel- Israel just de
livered and inquiring the way to 
Zion. 

II. God's people as sheep devoured by 
the nations. 

II I. The idea of fecompence. 

V. Jmlgment on Bel - the bringinµ;o11l 
of the lion's mouth that he hath 
swallowed up. 

VI. The people o[ Israel delivered a11d 
remembering their wrongs. 

VII. The idea of rccompcncc. 
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IV. Sevenfold image: the Sword- the Drought - the De
stroying Wind - the Cankcrworm - the Battleaxe 
- the Destroying Mountain - the Threshing Floor. 

Ii. I and 41. 11.rb,ftamai, i\~Cl!~acfJ. See note on xxv. 26. 

Appendix 

Ezekiel 

This is shown lo be an appendix by the words that precede: Thus far are the words of 
Jeremiah. It is identical with the corresponding portions of the Book of Kings, and deals 
with the fall of the kings of Judah, not with the personal history of Jeremiah. 

Notes to Ezekiel 
For the book as a whole see Introduction, page 1402. 

Book I 
1-m. For the Vision of Ezekiel, and the threefold commission of his Call, see Intro

duction, pages q09-1 r. 
iii. 22. The Opening of the Mouth. The interpretation of this followed above (In

troduction, page q11) is different from that usually given (e.g. by Davidson, Driver). 
The usual \'iew is that the ' dumbness' is a restraint of prophecy, such as confinement 

to the prophet's house, the result of failure through the rebellious spirit of the people; and 
the' opening of the mouth' is the cessation of that restraint upon the fall of Jerusalem and 
its confirmation of Ezekiel's position. It must be observed that (r) there is not a word of 
support in the text for the idea that Ezekiel exercised his ministry before the divine word of 
this section iii; (2) no difference in kind can be traced between his mode of ministry before 
and after the fall of the city. This interpretation would never be suggested except in view 
of [\\·o passages cited below. . 

The interpretation here followed is that alike the 'dumbness' and the 'opening of the 
mouth' attach to Ezekiel's ministry throughout, and are not distinctive of different periods. 
He is in this, the third phase of his Call, commanded to forego the public life of the popular 
prophets -

shut thyself within thine house ... behold, they shall lay bands upon thee, and shall 
bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go out among them -

and wait in his house for the people who are in earnest lo visit him there; and even then 
he is to wait as one dumb for a moment of inspiration -

a1ui I will make thy tollgue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb ... 
but when I speak with thee, I will open thy m<1Uth, a1ui thou shalt say unto them, etc. 

This is in accordance with all that appears in the record: we repeatedly find deputations 
of the people thus waiting in the prophet's house for the inspiration to come. [Compare 
viii. 1, xiv. 1, xx. 1. The words in xxiv. 18 -

So I spake unto the people in the morning, and at even my wife died: and I did in the 
morning as I was commanded -

suggest strongly that such deputations would visit the prophet's house every morning; 
and again the words of xxxiii. 3 r -

And they [the children of thy people] come unto thee as the people cometh, etc. -

suggest habitual gatherings.] On the other hand, there is no trace of Ezekiel exercising 
his office in public like the other prophets. [For the single apparent exception see note 
to xii. r.] 
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The two passages which have lent support to the o\her i11terpretation are as follows. 

And thou, son of man, shall ii not be in the day when I ta/ae from them their strength, 
the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that whereupon they set their heart, their 
sons and their daughters, that in lhal riaY he thq/ esq1pe1h ~h(f!/ cPll'' untp thee, to cause 
thee to hear it with thine ears? In that day shall thy mouth be open to him which 
is escaped, and thou shalt speak, an4 be no more dumb: so shalt thou be a sign unto 
them. (xxiv. 25.) 

The other passage belongs to wha,t really succeeds irnrnediat~ly, thoµgh Bpok VI (of the 
Dooms of the Nations) interposes. 

And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth month, in the fifth 
day of the month, that one that hart escaped ow of Jerusalem came unto me, saying, 
The city is smitten. N 0'""1 the hand of the LORD had been upon me in the evening, afore 
he that escaped came; and he hacrl opened my mouth, until he ca111e IP we in the 
morning; and my mouth was opened, and I was no more dumb. (xxxiii. 2r.) 

TJie point of these two passages has been 4nderstood tp J,e tha\ this fall of J erJ.!sal~rn, and 
its announcement to Ezekiel, was to be the occasion of removing a 'dumbness' that had 
lasted for the period of the preceding prophecies. The S('nsc is rather that this, like all other 
occasions pf Ezekiel's mjmstry, had the regular characteristics of a 1 dumbness,' or period 
of waiting for the inspiration, and an 'opening of the mouth' when the inspiration came. 
The 'dumbness' in this case took the form of mourning in silence (the whole subject of 
this prophecy, "\Voe beyond mourning"); and free speech follo',''ed with the confirmation 
of the event. The first of the \wo passages promises that the tidip.gs shall come to Ezeki..I 
himself; the second records, not only their arrival, but also how the prophet divined their 
corning and broke out with inspired speech hours before the arrival of the messenger. As 
confirmation o( this interpretation compare the similar cxpressiqn (xxix. 21): In that day 
[a reference to a prophecy against Egypt] ... I will gh>e thee /he opening of the moulh 
i11 t/ie midst of them. Compare also the concluding words of the first passage, So shalt 
tl1ou be a sign unto them: which clearly refer to the previous words (xxiv. 24), Thus shall 
E•ekiel be 1<11to you a sign: this absolµtely connects the opening of the mouth, etc., of this 
passage with the particular emblem of the prophecy xxiv. 15-27, the silent grief and the 
change lo speech. 

iv. I. For the emblematic ;tction see introduction, pages 1403-4. 
vi, vii. See Introduction, page 1404. · · 

vii. ro. The rod hath blossomed: in the sense of the English colloquialism, 'Hemp 
has been sown for thee.' 
vii. 20 .. As for the beauty of his ornament, he set it in majesty: the general sense of 
the passage is: silver and gold have been made beautiful for the service of the 
tefl1plc, b4t they have been abused, etc. Cpmpare Hosea, chapter ii. 8. - }.fake 
the chain: the expression is abrupt, but the only ·meaning can be a threat of 
captivity. • 

fiii. 1. Corn11are Introduction, pages 1405, l4rr. 
viii. 17. They put the bra11ch to their nose: either (1) veil their faces as part of 
the ceremony, or (2) a proverb of mockery. The :j:,XX Ul\Qerstands the latter. 
xi. 3. This city is the caldron, and we be the flesh. Compare Introduction, page 
1407. 

Book II 

:ii:ii. I. Corp.pare Introduction, page 1404. TJie emblematic actjqn <:if !hi~ prophecy 
raises a difficulty. At first sight it appears an exception to all (he inc!jc;ttjons in the rest of 
Ezekiel, that his prophecies were delivered only in his own house. (Compare note to iii. 
22.) Bµ\ careful study will show that this prophecy is no exception. 

The general notion of the whole is clear: Ezekiel is to handle household stuff as if he 
were one of the beo;icged il\tenqing to quit J erµsaleni, and \~el!, ;ts jf in an ;tc~ession of 
pa,nic, to symbolise stealing away by night. No difficulty arises '!-bo!lt the el9Jre§~ion, I 
digged through the wall with mine hand. This is obviously a mere oymbolic actipn, which 
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could just as well be performed within doors as u·ithout. The suggestion that the prophet 
was actualh· seen making a hole through the wall of his house, and coming outsjdc, is not 
onh· disrrcdited by the phrase with my hand, but further lacks symbolic point: the exiles 
\~ould dig through the walls of the city, pot of their own houses. The difficulty rather lies 
in these words: - · 

In the even I ,Jigged througli the wall with mine haud; I brought it forlh in the 
dark . . . and in the mor1ii11g came the word of the LORD unto me, etc. 

Certainly this seems at first sight to suggest some action outside the house at night which 
attracts attention, and wJiich is explained.in the morning. All the same, I believe a careful 
study of the whole r.assage by one f'lmiliar \\'ith Ezekiel's mode of speech will le'!d to the 
view that the whole is within the emblematic action of the usual morning prophecy in Eze
kiel's own house. That there is nothing improbable in the suii;gestion that the 'night' 
and 'morning' arc parts of the graphically suggested scene will be granted by those who 
ha Ye noted how intimately Ezekiel mingles the language of the outer symbol with that of 
rra!ity !_compare xliii. 3: the 'Uisio11 which I ~aw when I c~me to destroy tlze city). TPat this 
is not only po~sible, put the necessary interpretation, appears from such expressions as 
these: - · · · · 

carry it forth in !he d:ark; tl1p11 shalt caver thy .face that thou see not the gro1111d: 
for I hm•e set I/lee for a sir;11 111110 the house of Israel. 

No meanin!! can be attached to the co\·ering of the face except that it is a conventional sym
bol lo suggest that the action is to be understood as taking place by night: the removing of 
the covering would suggest the end of the night of panic, and svmbol there gives place to 
speech. This interpretation is further con6rmed by the application of the parable: -

A 11d llze prince . . . shall bear upou /!is shoulder in the dark ... he shall cover 
his face, bscausB he sha/l ."ol see the grou11d with his eyes. 

So closely are interrpi¥Cd the rmblematic and the reality signified: he [the prop\let personat
ing the fugitive prince] shall coi•er his face, because he [the real prince] shall [because of 
night] .1101 sec the i;round with his eyes. 

xii. 17. For this and two following prophecies compare Introduction, page 141r. 

:Jiii-xiv. CQmpare Introduction, page 14IJ. 
xiii. 4. Like foxes in the waste places; so many busy vermin swarming o\·er a ruined 
state. There is probably some proverbial ei•pression connecting foxes witp ruins, 
hence Tobiah's saying (Nehemiah, chapter iv. 3). 
J:iii. 18. SC"& pilluws upo11 all elb<r,vs: evidently body charms, the exact details of 
which are not known. 

Book III 

For each of the prophecies of this hook compare Introduction, pages 14II-2. 
xvi. 3. Thy birth and lhy nativity is of t/ze land of the Canaanite: though this might 
be cnnstrued literally of the city Jerusalem, ret the words would better lie made 
part of the parable: Thou wast on a par with the heathen 11ntil I called thee. 
Compare the naming of Samaria and Sodom as elder and younger sisters in the 
following prophecy. 

xvii. I. Introduction, page 1405. Of course, an element enterin~ into the allegory is 
that Dahylon anrl E11ypt, the eagles in ql!estion, are represented by rivers, Euphrates and 
Kile: hr nee the detail of the cedar that ils bra11clzes turned tuward him tprq the raots thercoj 
uwe under him; and again: shot forth its branc/us tmvard him, from tlzc brds of its pla11ta
tio11, tlzat hr mii;ht waler it. The representation of political proclivities hy roots freling their 
way toward the watc>rs is a powerful image. 

xix. Compare Introduction, page 1412. The well-marked wailing rhythm of Hebrew 
verse has riot been attempted by the Revisers; Davidson traces it only about half through 
the first of the two prophecies. This is only what might be expected: the rhythm was 
extemporised as part of the emblematic accessories in the oral delivery: t\le written record 
need do no more than suggest it. Compare the end of the chapter: tlzis is q i<i111e11tatio11, 
uud slzall be for a /amenlatio11 (i.e. in its oral form). 
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Book IV 

For the book as a whole see Introduction, page 1412. 

xx. 25. Moreover also I gave them statutes that were not good, etc. The structure of 
this discourse is regular: in successive phases God is represented as 'lifting up his 
hand' to punish, but relaxing into a milder punishment. The sentence preced
ing the a hove words opens: Ai oreover I lifted up mine hand unto tliem in /hr 
wilderness, that I would scatter them among the nations, etc.; this purpose has not 
been carried out, except thus far, that they have been left to adopt evil statut<-s 
and customs that would eventuate in slavery to the nations. I gave them, etc., 
is an expression of the same order as the Lord hardening Pharaoh's heart: all 
that omnipotence permits is spoken of as being done by omnipotence. Compare 
Story of Micaiah, page 1380. 

Book V 

xxi. This is fully explained in Introduction, pages 1405-7. . 
xxi. 23. It shall be unto them as a vain divination in their sight, which have sworn 
oaths unto them. The inhabitants of Jerusalem are confident they shall escape 
because of their treaty with Babylon: forgetting, until the advent of the conqueror 
reminds them, how they have treacherously violated that treaty. 
xxi. 30. Cause it to return into its sheath. The words arc addressed by God to the 
prophet in reference to the sword used as emblem. Compare Introduction, pages 
1406-7. 

xxii-xxiii. Compare Introduction, page 1412. 
xxiii. 14. She saw men pourtrayed upon the wall ... and as soon as she saw 
them she doted upon them. Travellers saw the wall pictures of the Chaldeans and 
brought the rumour of them to Jerusalem: she loved upon rumour. 

xxiv. 1. This is fully discussed in Introduction, page 1407. 
xxiv. rs. Introduction, page 1404, and also see above, page 1584. 

Book VI 

xxv. I. The parallelism of the four paragraphs makes this a single prophecy- a cluster 
of Dooms. 

xxvi, xxvii. Compare Introduction, pages 1412-3. 
xxviii. I. Though the detailed language is full of difficulties, owing to disorder of the 

original text, yet the general sense is not difficult. The underlying image is that of a Guar
dian Cherub of Eden: and the whole is founded upon some (lost) tradition of the fall of 
such a Guardian Spirit. The idea is of obvious application to the prince or guardian of the 
fairest of all cities. 

xxviii. 12. Thou sealest up the sum: thou art the sealer up or guar<lian of that 
[Tyre] which is the sum of all wisdom and beauty. -Every precious stone was tliy 
covering: as the word translated covering does not occur elsewhere, its n1caning mu~t 
be largely determined by the context. The preview; expreS>ion sea/est 11p tlir 
sum suggests as the meaning for covering (namely, what thou coveresl) the rontenh 
of Eden (or Tyre). - The workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes m1s ;,, 1111'<': 
this is enumerated as part of the riches [of Tyre] guarded by the prinrc. - Thou 
wast the anointed cherub that coveretli: the immediate context, I set thee ... /1 pou 
the holy mountain of God, favours the view that this still relates to the cm'cri11~ 
or guardian cherub of Eden, not to the cherubs covering the ark. - /11 tire mid.1/ 
of the stones of fire: either ( 1) the precious stones before enumerated as tlw 
treasure guarded, as if the cherub-prince \\"a\ked in a realm of brilliance; or (2) 
there is some allusion to the sword [of fire] which turned every way to guard till· 
Tree of Life in the Story of Eden, stones in this case being a metaphorical expres
sion for flash or glitter. -I brought forth a fire from the midst of thee, it hath 
devoured thee: a fiery being [a general O.T. conception for supernatural person
ages] consumed by his own fire. 
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xxviii. 20. Introdm·tion, page 1413. 
xxix. 21. I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of them: see 
above, page 1 583. 
xxxii. 1. Tlie Dragon of the Seas. As to the primitive conception of the sea mon
ster and its connection with eclipses see page 1662. Apparently, however, the words 
when I s/i<1// disti11g11ish thee are addressed to the land of Egypt, though in the 
parable Egy1it should be the dragon which extinguishes the lights. The popular 
fancies simply serve as links between the one set of images and the other. 

xxxii. 17. A «-'uil for Egypt. By common consent the text of Ezekiel at this point i" in 
confusion. There is just enough to enable us to catch the principle of this weird dirge, 
though the details continually conflict with it. It is a mingling of recitalive and rhythmic 
short lines, the former enumerating the inhabitants of the underworld, the latter serving as 
a sort of refrain. Apparently, in spite of the date introduction, the concluding lines of 
the preceding prophecy lead up to this (xxxii. 16): the recitative may he supposed to be 
spoken by the prophet, the refrain chanted by the• daughters of the nations.' - Wail for 
Ilic 11111/litude of Egypt and cast them d<rdJn: i.e. celebrate their going down; 

Book VII 

xxxiii. I. Compare Introduction, page 1413. 
xxxiii. 31. A11d they come u11to thee as the people cometh: see note above, page 1583. 
xxxiv-xxxvii. For each prophecy compare Introduction page 1413. 
xxxviii. I. Introduction, pages 1405 and 1413. Though attempts have been made to 

identify all the various peoples enumerated, yet the suggestion is simply that they arc typical 
of a very distant power, outside even the world of which Babylon is the dominant force. 
The typical commercial nations (~heba, Dedan, Tarshish) accompany as camp followers. 

xxxix. 15. Till the buriers have buried it in the valley of H amon-gog. And Hamonah 
slrall also be tire name of a city. As if to say, Valleys and cities shall be named from 
this overthrow (Hamon-gog is Multitude of Gog). 

xl-xlviii. Introduction, pages 1405 and 1413. The main point of this elaborate 
prophecy is that it is a revelation of the New Jerusalem and its land, analogous to the older 
rc,·elation in the mount to Moses. Hence both the minuteness of the details for the Tem
ple, like those of Moses for the Tabernacle, and also the prominence of the divine glory as 
part of the vision. An analysis oi this would hardly be within the scope of this work: it is 
very clearly given in Dr. Davidson's edition (Cambridge Bible for Schools). 

Notes to Daniel 

For the book as a whole, and its structure, see Introduction, page 1416. 
v 25. And this is the writing that was inscribed. I have followed an ancient tradi

tion that Daniel, in solving the mystery of the writing on the wall, read d1YdJ11ward instead 
of across. [Or better: down, up, down: that is, bouslrophedon.l This much increases the 
rcali,;.'lbility of the scene. It is plain that Daniel not only explains the enigmatical expres
sions, but also dcdphers what the rest have failed to decipher._ If this failure was due to 
some unknown a1phabct, the interpreter must have said so, or else why is his interpretation 
in<tanlly accepted? If, however, it be supposed that the mystic hand moved down, up, 
and down, then the writing visible at the end to the company of guests would seem to form 
a succession of words, which, read in the ordinary way from left to right, or right lo ldt, 
would be unint~lligiblc. (See page 672.) The prophet first reads the inscription the right 
way; anrl thus has a vantage ground from which to c>nforn: its mt·aning. 

x. 13. nut the prince of tlte ldu1;dom of Persia witltstomt me OJIC awl t-:... 1e11(v days. The 
reference in this and similar passages is to the idea that, the 'holy ones' or 'sons of Gorl' 
or angels were guardian spirits cf particular racC's or nations: .I\'lil'hael is named on the 
same page as the guardian spirit of Israel. A similar idea underlies Psalms !viii and lxxxii: 
for this, and the variation of the idea in Job, see notes to Job, page 1661. 
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Notes to Hosea 

For the book as a whole, see Introduction, page 1418. 

i-iii: Gomer: An Emblem 

This discourse presents the prophet's relations with an unfaithful wife as an emblem 
of Jehovah's relations with Israel. The great question in this part of Hosea is whether 
we are to understand a literal narrative of C\'ents, or a parable, like Ezekiel's Parable of the 
Foundling, or of Oholah and Oholibah. A still closer parallel to this second alternative 
"oulrl be the portion of the bi)llical Zechariah here presented as 'The Withdrawal of the 
llidne Shepherd' (page 7.w). 

If the literal interpretation be taken, it is best to suppose (with Kirkpatrick) that Gomer 
became unfaithful after marriage, and that the prophet, meditating upon his· unhappy 
lot, perceived a rlivine voice in the impulse which had led him lo marry her. G. A. Smith 
calls the whole the Story of the Prodigal Wife. 

Though the great majority of modern commentators with whom I should ,,-ish to agree 
unite ih accepting the literal meaning, I find myself compelled lo support the other vie\\·. 
The two main objections urged against this other interpretation seem lo me deficient in 
wci~ht. (1) It is said that if the whole he a parable we should find the name of the wife 
significant like the other names. This is at most a negative argument: etymology might 
at this distance of time fail to suggest an evil connotation of the name which usage might 
make cicar to contemporaries. llut is it certain that there is no etymological significance 
in the name? Cheyne says, " Gomer may plausibly be interpreted, ' perfection ' (i.e. 
consummate in wickedness), and Dihlaim 'cakes of figs' (i.e. the sweetness of sin)." To 
express what the parnble requires - the adulterous attraction born of excessi,·e luxury 
- what can be better than ' Perfection daughter of Fig-cake,' more esperially in view of the 
passage (iii. 1): as the LORD loveth the children of Israel, though they tum unto other gods, 
and love cakes of raisins? (2) How, it is asked, could the prophet think of applying thr 
iclca of wccllock to the relation between God P.ncl his people except by some such expericnc-c' 
But this idea, so common in later prophets like Ezekiel, must have a commencement in 
some one mind: it is not for us to say how such ideas should be first inspired. On the 
other hancl, the whole drift of the detailed language favours the idea that we arc reading a 
parable: the application entirely overweights the pcrso'lal details. It is moreover sclf
conlained, as a parabolic discourse would be: no hint of such an experience in the prophet's 
life appears in subsequent parts of the book. Again, the discoun;e is in pendulum form: 
are we lo suppose that with the change to hope in the second paragraph the actual name' 
of the prophet's children arc to he changed? [The analogy of Isaiah's children and their 
significant names breaks down in this respect.] In spite of the pathetic character of the 
literal interpretation, woven by Plumptre into a beautiful poem, the indications seem to me 
strongly in favour of understanding a parable. 

The clisroursc is in pendulum fonn: successive paragraphs alternate between judgment 
and h0 pe of restoration. 

1. Israel's lmcksliding is presented under the emblem of the adulterous wife: the 
chiklren of the adulterous wife symbolise successive stages of divorce from God. 
- Emblem reversed: a glorious restoration. -The original emblem resumed, 
and carried out to its furthest details. - The reverse of the emblem expanded: 
allurement lo repcnt;ince, until the symbols of sin (Joshua vii. 24) become sign' 
of hope, and the mutual intercourse is restored of a praying Jezreel and a God 
answering with blessings of nature. 

2. A further application of the emblem: instead of allurement, forcing to repent
ance. 

iv. 1-vi. JI 

A prophetic discourse, culminating in dramatic dialogue: Heavy Corruption and Light 
Repentance. The paragraph divisions arc only faintly marked. 

Utter corruption.and utter distress. - No place for mutual recriminations: alike 
are priest, prophet, and the nation which is the mother of them all. - They are le fl 
lo their transgressioRs, the triple chain of indulgence, folly, idolatry. - At least 
let Judah hold back: Ephraim is committed, already caught in the •wirl of judg-

1588 



Notes to Particular Books !!!'- Hoaea 

ment. - Priests and kings [the natural refuge of the people] are but a fresh share: 
evervthing waits but for the new moon of judgment. - Cries of judgment beguu: 
Ephraim is crushed. (The discourse becomes dramatic.] God will wait 
for atHiction to do its work - and accordingly Ephraim speaks in tones of peni
tence. - But how trust such transitory penitence? Israel is hopelessly defiled, 
and there is a harvest for Judah to reap. 

vi. 11-viii. 7 

Another prophetic discourse, realistic at one point: Reaping the Whirlwind. It will 
be obsenTd that verse 1 r of chapter vi is here divided between this and the preceding 
discourse. So Cheyne and others (Cambridge Bible for Sc/tools). 

When the Lord would heal, rorruplion appears in its full hce.t (sec below). Signs 
of decay visible, but Ephraim will not see them. - Or if he secs, he goes to the wrong 
source for healing. - ~ound the trump of judgment: now they repent too late. 

vii. 4. Tirey are as a11 m·cn /11·dted by the baker, etc. The imagery of the m·cn tunning 
through this paragraph rests on the idea that when once the oven is healed to its full heal 
the baker may lc"l\T it all night; it will do its \\'ork unatlertded. So rnrruption has reached 
the point where it will do its deadly work of itself. - Ephraim is u cake 11dl turned: baking 
supplies one more image: the nation hurries from one alliance lo another before the first 
is fulh· formed. 

viii. 5. Hr lratlr cast oft tl•y calf, 0 Samaria: in the numerous referenrcs lo the ralves 
it must be remembered that these were not rival gods to Jehovah, hut compromisrs het\\·een 
the worship of J 1•hovah and the idolatries of the neighbouring peoples, consisting in the 
rcpresl'ntation oi Cod by a ,·isihle symbol. 

viii. 7-14. This section is a string of disrnnncclcd prophetic 'Si'ntrnres.' 1'rom the 
time of St. Jerome downwards the 'sententious' style of Hosea has been noted. Ilut such 
groups of sentences arc found in other prophets (rom[iare notes to Isaiah xix. I; Jeremiah 
ix. 23). Each sentence will have some epigrammatic point: often this is obvious, some
times it is difficult to state. 

Hr h<1tlz no standing corn, etr. This has an epigrammatic form of which Hosea 
is fond: reserves of hope succlssiwly frustrated. No blade: if there be blade, 
not fruit: i£ there be fruit, it shall be for strangers. Compare ix. r 1 and 16. -

Israel is swal/cm•ed up, etc.: they have spent in buying alliances all that makes 
them worth binding for. -Like a 'li.°ild ass alone: an obstinate beast that has 
shaken ofT guiclance. - Tlrough tlrey hire among the uations, 1urw v:ill I gatlrer 
them: the gal her is antithetical to the idea of dispersion implied in among the 
nations: the scattering of their bribes shall make them feel the pinch or con
tracted rcsourn·s. -Ephraim hath multiplied altars-to sin, elc'. I have fol. 
lowed the felicitous punctuation of G. A. Smith. The altars multiplied only 
for purposes of sin shall in the hour of need serve only for sin, nut for repentance 
and forgi\'l'ncss. 

ix. I. A brief prophetic discourse, inspired hy the sighl of harvest festivals, which, 
though nominally for the worship of Jehovah, \\'ere rapidly assimilating themselves lo the 
sensuous and flching orgies of idolatrous nature worship. 

The ran version of han·est joy irtto an excited heathen orgy [e:rilltation] Is as had 
as the substitution of hired harlotry lot the service of a faithful wife. The jiu:gmrnt 
will ht· realised in an exile which takes away all feasts of J chovah, and lea,.,., 
no use for bread but to satis£y hunger. 

ix. 7-x. Another string of epigrnmtnatic senlehccs: more particularly threatening a 
judgment"to come. 

Thr pfvfJl1tl is a fool, ~tc.: Ood has withdrawn his spirit, leaving ptophety no more 
than what Its outwatd form appears, mete raving. - Ephraim W<lS 11 u·atchman, 
etc.: onre, the mountains of Ephraim were the walrh-towers of J chovah (Jere
miah xxxi. 6), now his ptophels !Ire encountered with trcarhNy and hostility. -
As in the days of Gibcah: J11dgcs, chapter xix: all the li[c of northern Israel is 
of a piece with the original staridal. Compare x. 9. - I found Israel like grapes 
in lhe uojldetne1!: the disappointment of watching the first promise of sprli1g 
chahge into rotten fruit. -Give them, 0 LORD: what wilt thou give? The speaker 
sets out to invoke a blessing, and breaks off with the reflection that the greatest 
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blessing for Israel now would be no more children to suffer in the judgment. -
They speak vain words, swearing falsely in making covenants: their covenants 

with the nations are so much perjury against Jehovah. - When they are yoked to 
their two transgressions: apparently, their revolt against God and Judah (so iii. 5: 
seek the LORD their God and David their king). -Rphraim is an heifer that is 
taught: a contrast between the pleasant task of treading the . corn and the labo
rious task of drawing the plough. - As Sha/man spoiled Beth-arbel: nothing is 
known of this allusion. 

xi-xiv The Yearning of God 

This is an elaborate dramatic presentation of the Divine Father yearning over his re
bellious Ephraim (Judah being occasionally included with Ephraim). It is drama of a 
peculiar kind: the greater part of it is alternating monologue, the Divine Being represented 
as swaying in alternate 1noods, between tender reminiscences of Israel's youth anJ his own 
loving 1ncrcics and outbursts of righteous indignation an<l threatening. (Compare note 
to Vision I of Zion Redeemed (above, page 1575): in that case, ho\\·ever, there are two 
parties present to be allcrnatcly aclclresscd). At the end Repentant Israel or Ephraim 
enters into the drama, and monologue changes to dialogue. \Vhen once the principle is 
caught, and the paragraphs arranged, further analysis is unnecessary: l\\'O passages of 
some diff1cully arc explained in their place. 

xi. 2. As they [e.g. prophets] called them [the people], so they [the people] went from 
them [the prophets]. 

xi. IO. They shall walk after the LORD, who shall roar like a lion: the context shows 
this means a lion roaring to call his young ones. 

xii. 3. In the womb he took his brother by the heel, etc. This and the similar vcr>c 
passage on the following page arc of recognised difficulty, which has led some commen
tators lo proclaim them spurious, or out of place. In the arrangement of alternating 
monologue here adopted they fall inlo their places as part of the tender reminiscences of 
Deity. The pronouns in the latter parl of this first passage suggest a quotation supposed 
to be made by God from some source where Israel is speaking of himself: Jic [Jehovah) 
found /1im [Israel] at Beth-cl, a11d :here he [Jehovah] spal1e 'With us [Israel]. I believe the 
whole that I have printed as six lines of verse to be a quotation from prophetic hymns of 
Israelitish history; I have argued at length for the existence of such hymns and for quota
tions from them in EcclesiJsticus (see General Notes, page i5~3). This passage and thal 
on the following page arc entirely in keeping with the marked character of those coupl<"I 
hymns; and the theory of quotation explains the abrupt introduction of the passage, which 
all commentators note. The connection with the general argument is clear: reminis
cences of youthful Israel's po\\·er with God, of God's promises to him at Beth-cl: therefore, 
cries God, tum thou, etc. -I u•ill yet again make thee to dwell in tents, etc.: Cheyne aptll' 
compares (ii. 14), I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, thus making the words 
a threat, but a threat with a tinge of promise. 

xii. 12. And Jacob fled into the field of Aram, etc.: see previous note. The reminis
cences are continued: how youthful Israel endured exile and service rather than enter into 
adulterating intercourse with the people of the land (Genesis, chapter xxviii. l); how God 
on his part granted a wonder-working prophet to deliver Israel from Egypt. 

xiv. 9. Who is wise, etc.: an epilogue to the whole book. 

Notes to Joel 

The whole Book of Joel is a single piece of prophetic literature. It is not a discourse, 
or series of discourses, but a continuous dramatic presentation. See Introduction, page 
1419. 

A Rhapsody of the Locust Plague 

(For the 'rhapsody,' or spiritual drama, see pages 1392-3.) Its subject is the regular 
prophetic idea of the Day of the Lord, with its twofold conception of judgment: (1) judg
ment upon God's people, in this case converted by penitence into purification; and (2) final 
judgment between the purified people and the hostile nations. Its outer form rests upon 
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two ideas: (1) a locust plague, possibly real, idealised into mystic forces of destruction; 
and (2) sjmilarly, a real place, the Valley of Jehoshaphat [' Jehova!1 _judges'] idealised 
into a scene of Iinal contest between the hosts of God and the hosts of Evil. The seven acts 
or • ,;sions' into which the rhapsody divi<les arc successive in time and continuous. 

I. Dramatic picture of the Land mourning under a great Desolation. [This is 
brought out, as in oratorio form, by choruses of Old Men, Revellers, Priests, Hus
band~nen, lamenting to one another (in free verse) over the destruction special to each: 
as a climax, the \\'hole People (in recitative prose) summon an assembly and (in stanza 
wrse) present their supplication.]-II. In vain: the mystic judgment advances 
to its climax. [This is brought out by \·erse passages presenting an objective picture 
of what is seen and heard, alternating with passages of recitative prose which add 
fresh terrors by seeking to analyse what is seen.]- III. A surprise: when the 
dreaded Voice of the Lord sounds it is a call to repentance; motions of repentance 
stir among the people, and culminate in a supplication of the Whole People, led 
by the Priests. - l V. The turning-point is conveyed by a single clause of direct 
statement (for similar breaks in dramatic form, compare pages 505, 506, 5,14). Then 
[in monologue of God] is brought out the removal of the mystic foe,* and the res
toration of all that had been destro\·ed. - V. The next stage [still by monologue of 
Deity] brings out subsequent spiritualisation of God's people, and preparation for 
contest with the hostile nations. - VI. The sixth stage [in dramatic dialogue] prc
St"nts the ad\•ance of the nations and the hosts of God to the conflict in the ' Vallev of 
Decision.' The climax [described by' the Prophetic Spectator'] is all earthquake and 
darkness. - VII. Darkness has rolled away and discloses [by Divine monologue] 
the Holy Mountain and the Eternal Peace of God's people. 

Notes to Amos 

The Book of A mos as here arranged is made up of ( l) a single prophetic 'sentence,' 
and (2) an elaborate prophecy of the t~·pe I call' rhapsody.' (Above, pages 1392-3.) 
For the book as a whole compare Introduction, page 1421. 

Oracle of the Earthquake' 

These four lines might possibly be included in the composition that follows, as an 
introductory note of judgment: in that connection ho\\·cvcr they have not much relevancy 
or definite point. The main criterion is lhe question whether verse l is (a) a title-page to 
the whole book, as in tbe case of Hosea and Joel, or (b) a date of a particular prophecy, of 
the kind found in If aggai and Zeclwriah. The words two years before the earthquake seem 
to me dccish·e. There is no example of so specific a date for a general prophecy. But to 
the brief orade the date gives special point: Amos, an obscure herdsman, outside prophetic 
drdrs altogether, rises to prominence by his prediction, two years beforehand, of a famous 
l'nm·ulsion of nature, - ' the earthquake in the days of Uzziah' (Zechariah, chapter xiv. 5); 
this is the starting-point of a prophetic career. 

The first two lines are a general prophetic formula of judgment (compare Joel, chapter 
iii. 1f>; Jerrmialz xxv. 30; and imagery of Psalm lxxvi. 2 1 4, taking the marginal readings 
of IC\'.); the last two suggest a convulsion spreading from Jerusalem as centre to the 
outskirts of heath or mountain. 

A Rhapsody of the Judgement to come 

Tlll' literary form is a rhapsody, presenting the coming judgment on Israel, not (like 
that ()f Joel) as a continuous dramatic mow•mcnt, lmt (compare page r393) in a series of 
sta~cs making a logical rather than a temporal sequence First, by a rhetorical figure of 
surprise, lsrac·l is inclucled among the doomed nations; then the corruption is denounced 
as ripe for jurlp;ml'nt; finally the judgment is in vision seen to advanl'c hy steps. 

Structural rlaboration makes a greater part of the total literary elTect in A mos than in 

*Called northern army, because the north is regularly the quarter from which judgment is 
loob·<l ror in prophetic lit<:raturc; compare Job, chapter xxxvii. 22, and note on page 1672. 
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any tJther writer. Three structural features may he noted. One may be called the Paral
ld Climax structure: a series of parallel sentences (or stanzas) as a. basis for .one more 
parallel of climax. (Marked examples are Vision i, and the parenthetic passages [here 
printed in italics] of pages 700 and 7oi.) The structure of Visions ii and iii presents a 
less formal example of Parallels with Climax; and the number seven prevails throughout. 
(See analysis below.) 

The third structural peculiarity is less obvious, but is very important for clear exegesis. 
It may be termed the Parenthetic Preface, or Prefatory Interruption. I have already 
noted as a feature in the style of Isaiah (sec page i533) the tendency to place a prefatory 
explanation after or in the middle of what it prefaces or explains: such passages may be 
called ' prefatory' because there is a change from the message to matters personal to the 
messenger, such as a modern writer would deal with in his preface. With the general 
tendency of Amos to regularity of form; such intetruptiohs become a struttl1ral clement 
of the whole prophecy: I have felt justified in distinguishing them by italic type and the 
parenthetic form. \Ve thus get a complex structure matle up of a sustained detilinciation 
of sin and threatening of judgment interrupted by parenthetic appeals to the oppohetlts of 
prophecy: such opposition being partly open antagonism, and partly the ignoring of divine 
warnings by those \vho are absorbed in empty ritual or selfish pursuits. There ate no less 
that six repetitions of this complex structure. - (a) In Vision ia, as soon as the first note of 
judgment has been sounded, the prophet breaks off (page 700) la wark out, ih a progression 
of seven clauses, the thought, Who that has received a prophetic message cah fail to proph
esy? - (b) Then three proclamations of judgment are uttered; and the speaker again 
breaks off in a protest (sevenfold in structure) against thase who trust to ritual ahd ate blind 
to clear signs of doom (page 701 ). - (c) The fourth section is a wail over fallen Israel: 
it is interrupted by snatches of appeal to the same opponents. This last case is less clear 
than the others, but seems clear enough. The first clause (see page 702) might be read 
as part of the denunciation; the second and third are certainly better understood as cita
tions of objections. Moreover, the general drift of the argument points the same way: 
the Forasmuch therefore, Seek good, Therefore thus saith the LORD, are replies to the objec
tions involved in the supposed interruptions. - (d) In Vision iii we have advancing stages 
of judgment ancl the Divine Being speaking doom: just where judgment has been ad
vanced to the point from \\·hich there is no retreat we get (page 704) the interrupting notice 
of open connict between prophecy and authority. Herc no doubt an historic incident 
is rcnccted: it appears at this roint, either because in the oral ministcy upon which th<" 
rhapsody is founded the incident took place where this particular emblem of judgment 
had been spoken (the then would in this view be temporal), or because this is its logical 
connection with the theme (then causal). - (c) Section 4 of this Vision gi•es a specially 
clear case (page 704): the Divine speech in the first person is interrupted and resumed: 
the intertuption is the prophet's appeal, Hear this, 0 ye that, etc. - (/) Similarly in the 
next section the Divine speaker brings out a fc~rther stage of judgment and the prophet 
resumes his interrupting appeal, For the LORD, e, . (page 705): the two appeals of the prophel 
being further bound together by the repeated image of the inundating River .. - Each 
example must stand on its merits: but the case becomes all the clearer when the whole 
argument ahd succession of interruptions are considered together. [See analysis below.] 

Vision i 

A series of nations rlrnounced ilnd threatened in parallel stanzas: as a climax of sur
prise comes a final stanza(parallel, but freer in detail) denouncing Judah and Israel. [Thl' 
stanzas arc compounded of rhythmical lormuhc only varied by the names (expressing the 
sin and the doom) and tecitatlve tJrose (e:<>[Jrcssing acltial offel!ces and details of punish-
ment).] . _ 

Vision 11 

Denunciation (in sevenfo1d structure) of Corruption ripe for judgment - wiih paren
thetit iftte_tri1ptiotis of Appeals lo bpponents of prophecy. 

. lilttoductioii: Central idea of tlie. \vhole rhapsody: BeEause Israel is God's 
thoseil ilatioh, therefore it shall be visited \vith jt.idginent. 

Appeal (with sevenfold structure) to Opponents: The inevitablettess of 
prophecy. 
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i, ii, iii (ill Proclamation form: 'Hear ye '): Three evils denounced: ll!xury 
with oppression - empty ritual with .oppression - feminine ltIKury with oppression. 

A ppcal (i11 sevenfold structure) to Oppo11e11ts: Trusting to elaborate ritual 
and ig11oring plain judgiuetus. . 

iv (in \Vail form): Israel fallen to rise no more I Seek the Lord if it be not too late! 
S11alchcs of parenlhetic appeal to Opponents: hatred of open reproof -

prndentiul silence -weak lrnst thal all may tum out well. 
v (in Woe form): Desiring the' Day of the Lord' and not seeing that it will be 

against them. 
vi (in Woe form): Putting off the evil day by those who shall be the first to suffer. 
vii (the irrevocable Oath of Deity): Destruction shall be utter: Jacob an abhor-

rence. 
Vision III 

Vision of Judgment Advancing upon Israel (in seven emblematic stages) - with paren
thetic interruptions of Appeals to Opponents of prophecy. 

i, ii. \"ision Emblems of Locusts, Fire: stages of judgment threatening, yet 
restrained in its course. 

iii. Vision Emblem of the Plumbline: * the exact point al which safety is lost. 
Parenthetic Protest: Open co11fiict belwPm prophecy a11d (royal and priestly) 

au/horitv. 
jv, Vision E1TJbli>m of Summer Fruit: Isn1el ripe for the jwlgment. 

The Dh•i11e speech i11terrupteq by A ppeql ta Oppo11c11ts, i11 their avarics 
impatient of sacred festivals while the i1111ndatio11 of judgment is at hand. 

Divine speech continued: A material ;tnd spiritual famine, the strongest [youths, 
etc.] to fall first. 

v. Vision Emblem of Smiting the chapiters: the J ud11;mcnt begun. (The imagery 
of the b<J,ving .wall has developed to actual pulling down.) 

Preceding Appeal to Oppo11cnts co11li1111cd: It is Jehovah who brings this 
i11utufalio11 of j11dgme11I. 

vi. Emblem or Image of the Ethiopians, etr.: The Judgment consummated: 
Israel an a par with the heathen peoples. - Turning point of Judgment. It shall 
be a sifting, no true corn shall perjsh: compare chapter iii. 12. 

vii. Thus Final Vision of Restored Israel. [Emblematic form dropped.] 

Notes to Obadiah 

This is the briefest of the prophetic books. A calamity falling upon Israel has been 
aggravated by the malignant rejoicing of her neighbour foe, Edom. Israel is comforted 
in the thought of a future in which Edom will sulTer judgment in her turn, and the king
dem will be the Lord's . 

. The yrophecy is in the common 'doom form' [page r53r 1: a Divine speech of rlnom, 
with lyric celebration of the theme. (In the lnic portion, the double quotation marks in
dicate the tidi11i;s from /he LORD. The >1mbassqdor's 111ess;tge does 11ot extend beyoncl 
hnc 3. The rest is exultation over the coming destrul"lion.) 

Notes to Jonah 

This is in literary form a prophetic story, like the Story of Elijah in Kings, or the e>1rlier 
p<1rl of the Book of Daniel. Its interpretation must therefore be based upon the artion 
of the prophl"l, "·hat he fails lo do ;is well as what he docs. It falls into three sections. 
(See Introduction, pal(CS 142]-4.) 

l, I!!. The lir;t section rests upop the old crinccption of deity as a local power (com
pare I Kiug.<, chapter xx. 23]. Jonah to esqpe aµ unwckpme commission fices to the 

*Compare the imasery of the hawing wall in Isaiah chapter xxx. 13, and Psalms !xii. 3. -
!he plumblinc is the symbol of exactnr~s in building oprrations. Thus in Zechariah, chaptC'r 
JV. 10: the templl' built without fl;lW --1.rniµ.h xxviii. 1 i: all outside the exact lipc qf rigl)tcous
noss shall perish-JI Khigs xxi. 13: Jerusalem shall suffer exactly as Samaria. 
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far west: the storm that overtakes him reminds him that Jehovah's power extends beyond 
the holy land. - Similarly in III it is brougqt home to him how the mercy of Jehovah 
extends beyond the chosen nation. Jonah's preaching awakens a repentance which averts 
the judgment on Nineve!]. Jonah's feeling must not be understood as sullenness; nor 
does he need to be informed of the mercy of God, for he expressly makes this the basis of 
his former evasion of the ministry to Nineveh. But he is possessed with righteous indigna
tion at Jehovah's extending this mercy outside his own people. God deals with this mood 
by enlisting his sympathy, first with a tender and beautiful thing of nature, and then with 
the mass of humanity and dumb nature represented in Nineveh. 

IL Between these comes Jonah's Prayer or Thanksgiving at his escape from the sea 
[compare such Songs of T~a~ks~iving as Psalm xviii]. The reference to the great fish 
prepared to swallow Jonah 1s m literary form a footnote exegetical of the expression in tht• 
song, Out of the belly of hell; similarly the vomiting out Jonah is a footnote attached to 
the last line. These particular footnotes have every appearance of bein<>" a <>loss or later 
addition. They are absolutely incompatible with the words of the prayer

0

itself, which dis
tinctly celebrate a deliverance from immersion in the sea: compare The deep was round 
about me; the weeds were wrapped about my head, etc. 

Notes to Micah 

This book is made up of an elaborate prophetic discourse followed by two prophecies 
in dramatic form. See Introduction, page 1424. 

i-v 

This is an elaborate Discourse of Judgment and Salvation, with the usual sevenfold 
structure: the middle section being a parenthetie protest [compare A.mos] against the op
ponents of faithful prophecy. 

I. A Threat of Judgment upon the sin of Israel. - II. Rhapsodical realisation of 
the judgment falling on the -land.* - III. Special denunciation of social oppres
sion. - IV. Here the prophet breaks off to attack those who would restrain his 
plain-speaking prophecy in the interest of oppressing rulers. He imitates the glow
ing promises of the popular prophets. Judgment shall descend on the oppressing 
rulers, and a night of no vision on the false prophets. But he is strengthened 
by God to declare the sin of Israel. [For the difficulties of this section see below.J 
- V. Denunciation is resumed of the national corruption which will destroy Zion 
and Jerusalem. - VI. But then will come a restoration in which Zion will be ex
alted, and the nations will flow to her. - VII. The final section is an appeal, on 
the basis of what precedes, for hopefulness under trouble. Three pictures follow 
of trouble and relief: there is the anguish of exile, even as far as distant Babylon, 
and yet the rescue comes - again, nations are assembled against Zion, only as 
sheaves are brought to the threshing floor to be trodden - yet again, trooping enem
ies are about to strike the final blow, but One from little Bethlehem becomes a 
mighty power against the Assyrian, and the diminished nation is as irresistible as 
the dew, as mighty as the lion: all is purity and salvation. 

ii. 12. I will surely assemble, 0 Jacob, all of thee. In this difficult passage I 
have followed Ewald's view that we haYe here a mocking specimen of the promise' 
of the flattering prophets. The objections urged against this interpretation an· 
two: (r) the passage is too much in the style of the genuine propherv lo be a mere 
citation of what is false prophecy; (2) in particular, the ren11rn11/ of Israel is the last 
phrase such a false prophet would use. But ( 1) Micah's objection is not lo the glor
ious promises of his rivals, but to their putting these forth without the condition pre
cedent of judgment on sin. (2) The word re11111a11t need not ha,·c the sperial 
association which belongs to prophecy nearer the overt\lrow of Judah: it seems to 
be regularly applied to a race scattered in small numbers in the midst of another race 
[Joshua chapter xxiii. 12; II Samuel xxi. 2]. The false prophets thus declare 
that all Israel, down to the remotest exiles carried captive in war, will he assembled 

*The effect depends partly on paronomasias, which the R.V. for the mosl part passes over. 
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again for Israel's victory; whereas Micah declares (in section 7) th~t only t~e re
mains of the people kit after the judgment has destroyed the rest will share m the 
glory. In favour of ~he arrangl'ment I have a?opted is the general coherenc~ of 
section 4; and especially the words, And I said, Hear, I pray you, which are ]US! 
suited for the words of one resuming after quoting an adversary. 

Vi. I--8 

This exquisite dramatic morsel puts in forensic form Jehovah's attitude of controversy 
against his sinful people. He himself arraigns: Balaam is cited as the great witness from 
without as lo Jehovah's goodness to Israel.---' The defendant People tremble to appear. 
- The Mountains as judges pronounce the foundation truths of judgment. 

vi. 9-vii 

This dramatic presentation of judgment and sah·ation announces itself in its title [The 
voicr of the Lord crieth lo the city, etc.] as addressed to the City; and prepares us lo expect 
the "-1an of Wisdom (the faithful in the midst of the wicked] as an addition to the dramatis 
pcrso11<£. (Similar explanatory titles are found in Isaiah, pages 505 and 506; but there 
onlv for portions of the drama.] 

The Lord announces the rod of judgment on a corruption ripe for it. - The 
sinful People speak their despair, awaking to their corruption too late. -But the Man 
of Wisdom receives with hopefulness this judgment which treads down his oppress
ing foe. - The city being thus purified shall be built up, and the exiles shall flock to 
it. But in the land outside clesolation shall still punish sin. - The Man of Wis
dom intercedes for those of the !lock that arc scattered through the ..yilds of the land. 
- The Lord responds with a deliverance as complete as that from Egypt. - The 
Man of Wisdom exults at the glorious deliverance, and celebrates the pardoning God. 

Notes to Nahum 

This splendid prophetic celebration of the Doom of Nineveh is best classifiecl as a 
•rhapsodic discourse.' It has a general resemblance to the 'doom form' [page 1531], 
especially Jeremiah's Doom of Bahylon [pages 600-7, and note page 1582], but is more 
variecl in its parts. See Introduction, pages 1426--7. 

I, II. The first two sections are prophetic discourse in pendulum form, the para
graphs swaying between the ideas of judgment and merry. - III. Doom form: div
ine tidings of deliverance alternating with lyric presentation of the m-crthrow of 
="lineveh. - IV. Brief lvric meditation on Nineveh desolate. - V. Doom form re
sumed: divine word of juclgmenl alternating with lyric presentation of the city in its 
guilt. - VI. Taunt Song [compare Isaiah's Doom of Bablyon, page 487]. -
VII. Brief lyric meditation on Nineveh desolate. 

Notes to Habakkuk 

_This book of prophecy is here presented as a single literary composition which may be 
ent1tlecl ~ Rhapsody _of the Chaldcans. See Introduction, page 1425. 

':he_ literary form 1s a perfect _type of the• rhapsody.' (Pages 1392-3.) The w0rking ou~ 
of this 1s best conveyed by detailed analysis. 

I 

The_ Prophet, in dialogue with God, touches the mystery of sin unpunished and judg
ment w1t_hhel~ .. - God, announces a marvel: the Chaldeans as a con'luering power, god
l~ss and 1rres1sttble. - fhe Prophet finds his mystery intensified IJy this answer: how ran 
righteousness use godlessness as an instrumenl tu punish evil that is less than ils own ~ 

1595 



Zephaniah -oif; Notes to Particular Books 

II 

This full statement of the problem is emphasised by the Prophet's retiring to his watch
tower [compare Isaiah xxi. 6 and note on page 1571] to await the Pivine answer. -This 
solution is conveyed under the gradually elaborated image of intoxication: the haughty 
bearing of the Chaldean is no more than the reeling of the drunkard that goes before his 
fall. (See note on page 1536.) This coming fall is suddenly presented in the Doom or 
Taunt Song of the delivered peoples. 

Doom of the Chaldeans [in five lyric woes alternating with Divine word of denunciation: 
compare note to Isaiah xiii. l on page 1570]. 

The first four stanzas express the overthrow of the haughty Chaldeans under 
four different images. (See note on page l 536.) - r. This unchecked career of the 
conqueror is a rolling up of usury: the cxaclor shall come. - 2. It is building a 
house of refuge from evil, only to fincl shame built into wall and beam. -
3. It is building a city by iniquity only to make a bigger bonfire to blaze abroad 
the avenging God. -4. It is making a neighbour drunk and enjoying his shame on!}" 
to receive the drink of shame from God. - 5. The last woe is addressed to the 
foundation of all: trusting in dumb idols, whereas the living Jehovah is the World's 
Teacher. 

III 
A Vision Ode of Jehovah come to Judgment. The structure of the ode is a prelude 

and a postlude embodying the feelings of the Prophet as he beholds, while the body of the 
vde contains the vision itself. [Compare the structure of Psalm xxix.] The body of the 
ode consists of · 

Strophe: All nature convulsed with advancing Deity. 
A ntislrophe: Is it against nature that this advance is directed? 
Epode: Nay, it is for the salvation of his people that God comes. [Compare Psalm 

cxiv.] 
(Strophe and antistrophe, each sixteen lines; epode, eight lines; prelude, four lines; 
postlude, sixteen lines.] 

iii. 2 and 16. I have heard the report of thee and am afraid. . . . I heard, and ... 
my lips quivered al the voice. The reporl, vaire, rder to the voice spealdng what 
makes the body of the ode. WJiat exactly is this voice? Not (a) that of God, or 
the Celestial l{osts, or such voices as speak the passages of celebration in doom songs, 
because of the line, Tluy came as a whir/wind to scatter me. (b) ]\[qr is the ode 
spoken by the congregation of Israel (so farrar), which would m'!ke aquality and 
not vision, and leave no place for the uncertainty of the postlude. (c) The ,·oice 
seems to be that of Israel in visio~. TJiis mflkes possible the mixed feelings of the 
postlude. The intervention of Deity is only in vision, yet thus m<ide so realistically 
certain that the Prophet, in the postl11i:le, trembles ~vith f~ith: that )le should feel at 
rest waiting for the invacling Ch<ildea~ [when /le that shall invarje ... cometh up, 
etc.]: at rest, because, though t/1e fig tree shall not hlossoin, etc., the Prophet [through 
this vision] can exult in his Goel, - Rei•ive thy u.'ork in the midst of the years: a 
reference to the though it tarry wait for it of ii: the Prophet prays God to intervene 
before it be too late. 
Page 724, footnote. Set to Shigionoth: A musical direction, the meaning of which 
is lost. 

Notes to Zephaniah 

This is the simplest and most typical example of the' doom form' of prophecy, present
ing the familiar topic, the Day of the Lord, in a Divine word of denunciation and threaten
ing [here presented as prose] interrupted at intervals bv lyric passages seconding, celebrat
ing, or otherwise dwelling upon successive points in the speech of Deity. (Compare page 
15.V·l The prose passages are in the first person, and may be read together as a unity 
apart from the interrupting lyrics. See Introduction, page 1426. 

The whole is continupus, but as regards suhjert-m~tter falls into three natural divh~ions. 
l. Judgment beginning at Jerusalem and sweeping over the different quarters of 

1596 



Notes to Particulat Batiks~ Haggai, Beoharlah 

the dlv (The Mottar, etc.). - 2. Judgment spteading outside to the nntions, from 
the Pliilistincs to Nineveh as a climax. - 3. Beyond the judgment a restoration: the 
nations fearing Jehovah, Israel with its restored Hiles a blessing among the petJples. 

Notes to Haggai and Zechatlah 

It is natural to consider Haggai and Zechariah together. [That is, ZechMiah chapters 
I-•·iii of the biblical arrangement.] They are fellow workers in the great work of rebuilding 
the Temple after the Return from exile. Their P.rophecies make a series arranged in the 
same methodical way, each with an exact date and introduction. See Introduction, pages 
I 426--8. 

Haggai 

The book is a series of four Prophecies to the Builders of the Temple: each exactly 
dated. 

I. The hard times suffered by the community connected with their caring for their 
own houses before giving themselves to the building of, the Temple. - I!. De
pression at the sight of the restored Temple combated: the latter _glory shall 
be grealer than the former. - IIL An analogy: the touch ot pollution defiles, 
the touch of holiness does not make holy: their two rqonths' ECal ,has not yet 
broui;:ht the blessing, but it shall come. - !V. Zerubbabel _shall be th_e signet of 
Goci Lthe position forfeited by Jehoiachin (or Jeconiah): Jer~miah, chapter xxii. 
24-30]. 

Zechariah* 

i. 1--0 
A brief Prophetic Manifesto: putting the new prophecy in the positiOri of the prophecy 

before the exile. 
i. 7-vi: the Sevenfold Vision 

This Sevenfold Vision is in form the most elaborate of all vision prophecies. The form 
consists in ( 1) "ii.it may be called an Enveloping Vision (of horsemen, or horses and char
iots, who move f., :ind fro in the earth (Job, chapter i. 7) as ministers of God's willJ: this 
is brought into j>r•>minence at the opening and the dose, but also remains tliroughoi..tt in 
the background. (2) Against this background of powers for carrying out \\·hat Jehovah 
ordains we han:, like <lissolvihg views, a succession of seveh Emblem Visions, torcshadoW
i11~ the great thi:1~s God has in store for recovered Israel. 

For the dctaikd exegesis of the prophecy, care must be taken to keep distinct the ditler
ent 'angels' who appear. 

(a) The Interpreting Angel: always denominated the angel tlzat talked with me. Note 
that he is the speaker at the close of the vision: And the bay went forth, anrl sought 
lo go that they might oHJI/, to and fro through the earth: and he (the Loi«lj said, 
Gel you hence, wa/11 to and fro through the earth. So /hey walked to a11d fro through 
the earth. Thcn cried he (the Lord] upon me [the Interpreting Angel] ... 
Behold, /hey that go l!Twarrl /hr north country have quieted my spirit (satisfied the 
Lor_d's vengeance: compare Eocl-ir/, chapter v. 13] in the north country. 

(b) The Angel Horseman (also call<"cl, the man ... among the myrtle trees), and his 
band of angelic horsemen, who are the ministers of the Lorri's will. In the 
Opening of the Vision his band report to him; he passes on the report to the 
Lord; the Lord's answer comes to the interpreting Angel. 

(c) The Angel of the Mission in section 2. He is called another a11gel, and speaks to 
the end of the section, describing the mission on \\·hich he has heen sent to com
fort Jerusalem. Sometimes he uses oratio obliqua, at other Limes the actual words 
of Deity: the latter I indic_ate by double quotation marks. . 

(if) The Angel of the Lord iri section 3, who presides throughout the trial of Joshua. 
With the usual avoidance of giving form to Deity, the vision introduces this as 

*That is, the biblical Zechariah i-viii. See page 1414. 
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the nearest visible. approach to Deity itself: hence he is once referred to as 
The Lord. 

When once the form has been caught, the successive emblems are not difficult lo inter
pret. An appendix describes the crowning of Joshua by Zechariah in the spirit of the reve
lation thus made concerning him. 

Opening of the Vision. Angelic horsemen arc at hand as ministers of Jehovah's 
will upon earth. They report the whole earth quiet. Appeal is made lo the Lord 
to delay no longer his mercy upon Jerusalem: a favourable answer is returned. 
- First sign: Horns symbolise the oppressors of Israel, Smiths the power that 
shall put them down. -Second sign: A Measuring Line to measure Jerusalem: but 
the Angel of the Mission tells how Jerusalem shall grow beyond all measuring. -
Third sign: The High Priest Joshua on trial before the Court of Heaven: his adver· 
sary [Job, chapter i. 6] is rebuked, and Joshua clothed with rich[? priestly] apparel; 
a crown is added, and he is granted the [priestly J place of access. Finally he is mack 
a sign of the' Branch' of prophecy. [So the epilogue interprets.] -Fourth sign: the 
Golden Candlestick, and promises lo Zerubbabel that this supreme element of Temple· 
ritual shall be completed by him. -Fifth sign: Olive trees and Spouts feeding thr 
golden candlestick: interpreted of the Sons of Oil that stand by the Lord of the whole 
earth. [From the position of this sign following the two preceding ones the inter
pretation will naturally be that the eternal sources of divine inspiration are granted 
to High Priest and Prince: they are thus joined together by the epilogue.]- Sixth 
sign: The Flying Roll or Curse purging wickedness out of the land. - Seventh Sign: 
the Ephah and the Talent: Measures and Weights as symbol of the traffic that is con
sidered as the anti-devotional spirit: compare such passages as Zccharicth, chapter xiv. 
21; Zephaniah i. II (margins in both cases). These pass out of the holy land and 
are enthroned in Babylon as their natural home. [Beginning of the idea of Baby
lon as symbol _for the 'world' in opposition to the 'church.'] - Close of the Visio11. 
The ministering horsemen, with the addition now of chariots, carry out the divine 
mandates. - Epilogue: The Vision being over, Zechariah acts upon it in solemnly 
crowning the High Priest Joshua as of co-ordinate rank with the prince Zerubbabel 
in the new dispensation. He is proclaimed 'the Branch.' 

vii-viii 

This prophecy is of the form that may be denominated the' inquiry and response.' A 
deputation has raised the question whether certain fasts ordained in memory of the calam
ities of the siege [Jeremiah, chapter xii. l-3; Iii. 4, 6, 12] need he observed now that the 
exiles are restored. The prophet's elaborate response falls into four sections. I Note 
Zechariah's tendency to connect the new prophecy with the historic stream of prophecy; 
and compare throughout Isaiah, chapter lviii.] 

I. The prophet emphasises the moral principle underlying the ceremonial: it is not 
the fasting itself which is the Divine clement in such institutions. - II. He 
appeals to the former prophets in Judah's time of prosperity: citing an oracle 
that exalted judgment and mercy: neglect of these was what brought the doom. 
- III. He appeals to the prophets which were in the day when the fo1111datio11 
of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid: he cites five of their oracles of salvation 
and enlarges upon the theme. - IV. Then only does he gh·e his own formal 
prophetic response to the question raised. The fasts commemorating the trouli
lous times shall be feasts of gladness: love truth and peace. Two more oracles 
arc added of glories to come for the people. 
[NOTE. A characteristic of all this era of prophecy is multiplied repetitions of such for

nrnl::c as The word of the Lord came to me, etc. These are parenthetic, and must not be 
allowed to disturb the argument. I have distinguished by double quotation marks the 
actual oracles quoted from the comment.] 

Notes to Anonymous Prophecies 

The reasons for so classifying the remaining prophecies have been given in the IntrO' 
duction, page 1414. 
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The King of Peace 

See Introduction, page 1428. This is in the' doom form': a divine speech of promise 
and threat, interrupted at intervals by lyric passages celebrating the theme. [Compare 
page 1511.] 

'1. Peace against external foes: hostile nations smitten, the king entering in peace
ful triumph: he is garrison to his people, and the glorified people are the weapons 
of his \\'ar. - 2. Peace within: no false gods or false shepherds, but all strength and 
deliverance is from him; the oppression of the violent is at an encl. 

ix. 13. I u•i/I stir up thy sons, 0 Zion, against thy sons, 0 Greece. Great difficulties 
have been felt in reference to this passage, as implying a prominence of Greece which would 
point lo a totally different age from what the rest of the prophecy would suggest. There 
~ecms great probability that Lhc words against thy sons, 0 Greece, are a later gloss. In 
particular, Profesoor Kirkpatrick points out liow they obscure the image in the word stir 
:ip, which is regularly used of brandishing a weapon: he makes the passage read thus: 

For I bend Me Judah for a l>.Jw, 
Lay Ephraim on it/or an arruw; 

Wield thy sons, 0 Zion, for a spear, 
A 11d make them as a hero's sword. 

xi. I. Open thy doors, 0 Lebanon. This is one of the lyric interruptions. It must 
not be understood as a poetic description of an invader's progress, but as poetic imagery for 
the idea of violence overthrown. The shepherds are the shepherds of x. 3 [Mine anger 
is kindled against tlze shepherds, etc.]: there is no connection with the Shepherd prophecy 
that follo\\'s. 

The Withdrawal of the Divine Shepherd 

This prophecy has been variously interpreted. The key to the exegesis seems to me 
thb: in the command Feed the flock of slaughter the expression flock of sl<tughter is pro
lcptic. Thus the meaning is not that Israel is described as a flock of slaughter, and the 
prophet commanded to feed them, which commission he executes in what here appears 
as I I. The meaning is rather that God hereby pronounces Israel a flock of slaughter, 
which shepherd and buyer dernte to that purpose without compunction. The prophet 
accepts the Divine decree with the words, So I fed the flock of slaughter: verily the most 
miserable of sheep. (Compare Jeremiah xxv. 17.) II is a distinct emblem. 

As so understood, the whole makes a Threefold Emblem, the emblems symbolising 
in different ways the Withdrawal of the Divine Shepherd. See the summary in Intro
duction, page 1428. 

I. The Flock of Slaughter. 
II. Graciousness and Union. 

III. The Foolish Shepherd. 

I. God pronounces Israel a flock for slaughter: I he Prophet accepts it as such 
with contemptuous pity. - II. The Prophet [representing God] seeks to feed tlw 
flock of Israel with Graciousness and Union as symbols of his mode of shep
herding. In vain: he breaks both these staves, and withdraws from his task, 
receiving for hire the price of a common slave [Exodus chapter xxi. 32]. - III. 
The Prophet assumes the position of the worthless shepherd who preys upon 
the sheep. He is thus a symbol of the worthless rulers to whom Israel is left now 
their Divine Shepherd has withdrawn. ·Compare I Samuel viii. r r. 

xi. 8. And I cut off the three shepherds in one month. In the absence of clea'r date 
marks to this prophecy it becomes impossible to suggest any satisfactory explanation for 
this historic allusion. - So they weighed for my hire: Who are the they? In the con
densed thought of an Emblem this is left vague: the general idea seems to be as if God 
negotiated with the rest of the world to keep one nation for his own peculiar people. -
And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them unto the potter, in the house of the LORD. 
Compare xiv. 20: The pots in the LORD'S house shall be like the buwls before the altar: the 
l wo passages seem to suggest some receptacle for rubbish made of common potter's ware, 
a Temple wastepaper basket, so to speak. 
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Three Prophecies of the Siege 

I have sb cla.ssified this prophecy, although it is true that its second division contains 
no specifit mentiort of the siege of Jerusalem. But this designation is justified by several 
considerations: (a) the position of II between I and III with neither of which however it 
is sufficiently connected to form a unity; (b) the detail, two parts therein shall he cut off 
and die, but the third part shall be left therein, in comparison with the detail of III, half oj 
the city s/rnll go forth into captii,ity, and the residue ... shall 11ot be cut off; neither of which 
expressions must be understood liternlly1 (c) by the general th,ought of all three, judg
ment, deliverance, purification. (d) It is true that this section II ~peaks of a land and not 
a city; but the association of Judah with. Jerusalem in the refetences to the siet;e is a dis
tinctive n1ark of I and III. For the spirit of the whole see Introduction, page 1429. 

I. The Fountain for the House of David. 1 

II. The Slniti1ig of the Shepherd and tM. Scatteting of tltv Sheep. 
II I. The Judgement and the Age of Holiness. 

I. Wonderful deliverance of Judah and Jerusalem from the foe: associated with 
a penitential return to the Lord, and a wonderful spiritual deliverance, extending 
as a climax even to the false prophets. - II. Judgment on the Shepherd: the 
sheep arc scattered, the remnant purified. - III. Once more, judgment of the 
•icge, delivernnce, and resttJration to holihess. 

xiv. 4. The mottttl of Olives shall cleave itt the midst thereof, etc. The idea seems to 
be a deliverance rccallihg the marvels of past deliverantes: the deavirtg of the Mt. of Olives 
to afford escape in the last eittremity is like the divitling of the Red Sea urtder the Egyptian 
pursu;t; so the expressions not day, and not night; at et•eni11g time there shall be lighl; 
one day which is kiunun unto the LORD, recall the staying of the sun and moon for Joshua. 

My Messetlj/;er (or Malachi) 

For the matter and general spirit of the whole see Introduction, page 1430. 
Malachi is cast in a dialectic form almost peculiar to itself: brief discourses on texts 

which appear as interruptibns from a supposed adversaty, and wllich therefore tome not 
at the beginning but in the course of the argument. [The interrupting words I distinguish 
by italits.] The \vhole falls into the usual seven sections: six of these discourses .with 
interrogatory texts and a conclusion. The conclusion and the middle section are prdphetir 
pledges of the M~ssengcr to rbtne. 
· I. A message to God's chtlsen people. They dtlubt his love: what better proof 

could he give than his original choice of them? - II. A message to priests. 
These, who should be the Lord's messengers, pollute his allar by olTering con
temptible gifts such as they would never present to the governor; it is the Gen
tiles who hold Jehovah in hohbur. The message [commandment] is that God 
curses their blessings [Joel, chapter i. 14]; and in so doing God is keeping, not 
breaking, his covenant with Levi. - III. A tnessage to Judah. Judah has 
betrayed the 'vife of his youth in marrying the daughter of a strange God. [The 
meaning i• not that Jc1'"ish wives were divorced 'to make these foreigrt marriages; 
hut that marrying within the nation \t·as like il wife prm-ided by God himself 
for each Israelite: to marry abroad n·as thus a sbrt of adultery.]- IV. A messag" 
to the people: tl~ey weary God with their impatience for the judgment: till' 
Messenger of the Lord shall indeed come sudtlehly; hut who ma)' abide the jud!(· 
ment he brings i'- V. A message to the whole nation: they are robbers of their 
God. Let them bring the whole tithe, and see whether this will not brin~ a 
blessing such as they will be unable to contain. - VI. A message to the people: 
they are stout murmurers against God, crying that there is no profit in serving 
God, and that it is the wicked who are happy. But a Book of Remembrance 
is kept; and a day shall dawn which shall discern between the righteous and the 
\Vicked, - VII. Conclusion. The original message. of Moses [ Deut•l'onomy, 
chapter xviii. r 5] shall be fulfilled: Elijah the Prophet shall be sent to heal national 
disunion before the great anti terrible day comes. 

i. I I. For from the rising of the sun even w1to the goiitg duwn of the same my name is 
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great a111011g the Grnti/es, etc. Compare such passages as Daniel, chapter iii. 29; iv. r-3, 
etc. 

ii. r5. A 11d not 011e hath done so who had a residue of the spirit. As the returned exiles 
arc dcnomina:cd ·the remnant' (Haggai, chapter i. r2, q), •o the spirit of the restored 
religious nationality may be called 'the residue of the spirit.' 

iii. 16. Thrn they that feared the !.ORD spake one with another. The connection is 
probably this: the words in quotation marks arc the dcsponding thoughts of the righteous 
which led them to condole with one another; and the Lord hearkened to this complaint, 
etc. Another interpretation makes the speaking one with another a protest against what 
has preceded; but the first is more in accord with the general drift. 

Notes to the Psalms 

For the Psalms as a whole see Introduction, page 1431; also the General Notes on the 
Metrical System of Scripture (page 1517), and that on Metaphor Direct (pa.gc 1534). 

Book I 

Prefatory Psalms. There are suggestions of a design on the part of the compilers 
of the Book of Psalms to introduce important sections of it hy prefatory Meditations. The 
prelude to the whole collection is a beatitude for the life of meditation on the Law. The 
so-railed Egvptian Halle! (cxiii-cxviii) is preceded by two acrostic psalms (cxi, cxii) of 
identical structure, celebrating the one the 11·orks of the Lot<D and his goodness to his people, 
the other the bles<edncss of him who lives in the fear of God. The final Hallelujah Anthem 
(cxh·i-cl) is similarly preceded by an acrostic meditation uron Jehovah's glory and gracious
ness. It might almost seem that the most clahorate of all alphabetical poems, psalm cxix, 
was intended in the same way as preface to the lengthy collection of 'Songs of Ascents' 
(cxx-cnxiv). But this is such n colossal product of devout ingenuity that I have not 
vcntureu to treat it as other than an independent psalm. 

Psalm i n·lebrates lhe contemplati\'e life, occupied in meditation upon Divine law, in 
contrast with the worldly life that lays itself open to influences of evil. The theme is de
veloped by an exquisite pie<·e of contrasted imagery: the rooted tree, passing through its 
ordered course of foliage and fruitagc, and the empty chaff carried round and round by 
forces outside itself. [Strophic Structure: 2, 3, 2 in strains.] 

ii 

The motive of psalms ii and ex is Jehovah's King, mystically anointed to subdue and 
reign m·er the kingdoms of the whole earth. Of a similar spirit is psalm lxxX\'ii, which 
cc·lebrates Zion as the mother of the nations, who seek to be enrolled in her records of 
citizenship. This contrasts with the other conception of kingship, for which psalms 
lxxxix and rxxxii are the chief expression: here the king, though exalted in the eyes of the 
cxtunal world, is still the king of Israel only. Between these two ronceplions of kingship 
po;sil,I," a link may be found in psalm Ix.ii, which sPems to celebrate not so much an 
indi.,-idual monarch, as a 'dynasty of righteousness,' king and king's son succeeding one 
another to the end of time. The rise from the idea of monarchy over Israel to that of 
uni,-ersal or :.Iessianic rule is parallel with the widening in the conceptioa of Jehovah: 
lirst Imm pare cxiv) as specially the God of Israel, finally as creator and ruler of the universe. 
The latter is the special point of the Festal Hymns (xxxiii, xlvii, xciii) and Anthems (xcv--e, 
cxlv-cl). 

Psalm ii first applies antistrophic form to the contrast between the busy schemes of 
the earth kings, uttering words of defiance, and Jehovah's distant scorn, with the fiat estab
lishing .Hrs KING. Then, in a quieter rhythm, this Anointed King speaks the decree of 
his appointment (strophe), and (anllstrophe) advises submission while there is time. [Struc
ture: Antistrophic Alternation: 4a2b; 4a;tb; 8, 8.] 
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iii 

Dramatic Monologues. The essence of dramatic movement is a change of outward 
circumstances: as when an opening state of splendour is converted by the plot into tragic 
ruin, or a developed perplexity of exter!'a~ conditions resolves ihto a happy en<ling. Such 
a dramatic change may be conveyed \\"lthm the compass of the briefest lyric poem. This 
may be appreciated Ly reading together three such psalms as lxxvii, cxliii, and vi. In 
all three we have trouble finding relief. The situation is identical in the first two: a sufferer 
finds support Ly thoughts of God's great works in the past. But in lxxvii the story is told, 
not presented: Ami I said, This is my infirmity, etc. In cxliii the situation is presented 
in the cries of the sutTercr; here, however, there is no change suggested in outward cir
rnmstances, lhe speaker only comforts himself with thoughts of God. But in psalm vi, 
after two stanzas of complaining distress, there is a change of tone which implies that the 
situation of trouble has been converted into deliverance: the monologue makes a com
plete dramatic movement. Such dramatic psalms make an important division of till' 
psalter: as examples the reader may study together iii, vi, xii, xxii, xxviii, liv, lvi, lvii, lix, 
h.:ix, lxxi, cxxxix. Sometimes the dramatic break is brought out with startling suddenness, 
in xxii, lvii, the change is made in the middle of a sentence. In cxxxix the transition is 
gradual: the Lurdcn of Divine oninipresence has filled the first half of the poem, culminat
ing in the thought of its extending back in time to infancy: with this recollection of the 
protection that ho\-cred about the helpless embryo there isa turn in the feeling of the speaker, 
which gathers strength, until at last the protest of the opening lines has Leen converted 
into ardent aspiration. In psalm xxxi the transition from trouble lo deliverance is twice 
presented, with beautiful variations of detail. Another instructive comparison for the 
dramatic monologues is psalm lniii: there is here a trial of faith which almost broke down 
and yet was saved al the last, but the story is narrated, not presented. 

In psalm iii the presentation of trouble resolving into peace is appiied to the daily 
drama of Night succeeded by l\Iorning. To the devout soul the approach of night may 
well bring weariness and oppression, only softened by sweet sense of protection and the 
thought of leaving all lo God. With morning comes sudden accession of vigour, feelings 
of triumph, and faith to encounter once more the struggle of life. [Structure: antistrophic 
in strains: 4, 4.] 

iv. This is an Evening Prayer. The poet addresses himself to prayer in memory of 
the past-· he takes sides wilh God against the men of vanity - he would purify_ his heart 
with silent devotion, expressed in ordered sacrilice - the depression of night calms into 
joyful trust. [Strophic structure in strains: I, 2, 2, 3.] 

v. A rviorning Prayer. Morning brings energy for renewing the struggle of life: to 
the biblical poet this struggle of life embodies itself in contest with visible foes; devotion 
takes sides with God, and makes appeal for the overthrow of the evil. [Antistrophir 
interlacing in strains: J, 4; 3, 4.] 

vi. A dramatic psalm: see on iii. The dramatic break presents a suc~den Answer 
to Praver. (Stanzas of strains.] 

vii. A Vision of Judgment: the theme developed in elaborate antistrophic form. 
There is a strophe of appeal, followed by a second strophe protesting innocence; the first 
antistrophe carries the appeal forward ton. vision of Jehovah descending to judge the na
tions, the seron<l antistrophe renews the protest of innocence Lefore this Yisionary tribunal. 
Then, in a calmer rhythm, we ha Ye a cclcLration of the judging God, answere? b~-. a 
description of the judged sinner. A doxology concludes. [Antistrophic interlacing (111 

strains): 2, 3; 2, 3 - followed by simple antistrophy (in couplets): J, J - with con· 
clusion.] 

viii. The interpretation of this psalm has already been discussed in the note on the 
Envelope Figure (page 1523), and again in the note on Direct 1\Ietaphor (page. 1534). -
The thought is of Man as God's Viceroy over the Universe (Genesis, chapter ': 26-2HI: 
the Architect of the mighty heavens has appointed Man, a mere babe in cornparis.on with 
the world over which he is set, to be his representative, governing God's creat10n and 
subduing his adversaries. The marvel can find relief only in fresh adoration. (Envelop· 
ing couplet and four quatrains.] 
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ix-x 

Acrostic Psalms. A certain number of the psalms (ix-x, xxv, xxxiv, xxxvii, cxi, cxii, rxix, 
cxlv) are termed ' Acrostic,' because there is traceable in them an alphabetical succession 
in initial lellers of verses. It is a great omission on the part of the Revisers that this alpha
betical structure is not kept up in the translation, as it is (for example) in· the translation 
of the Golden Treasury psalter. As a rough substitute, I have in the text of this edition 
inserted English initial letters in the margin, to keep the reader (so lo speak) in an acrostic 
frame of mind while he follows the movement of the psalm. There is nothing in suc'1 acrc:s
tic structure that is inconsistent with the highest poetry. As a river flows with stronger 
current between confined banks, so powerful emotion may express itself in the ll)OSt arti
ficially restricted forms: this is obviously the case in early lyrics, in which dance evolutions 
reilect themselves in confining metrical symmetries, and a similar efTect may he produced 
to a purely reading age by the alphabetical arrangement. - In psalms xxv, xxxiv there is 
a rleparture from the usual order of the Hebrew alphabet (suggested in my initial letters), 
the variation being identical in the two psalms. Possibly the order of the Hebrew alphabet 
may have been less fixed than is the case with our own; more probably, the variation is 
intentional, and is a sort of author's signature. - In the case of ix-x the irregularity (see 
in text above) is so great that some commentators suppose an insertion from another poem, 
or that we have onlv a first sketch, not completely worked up into final alphabetical shape. 
Some of the lesser irregularities may l..e due to corrupt text; but the main peculiarity is 
suggestive. It consists in the fact that a number of stanzas (see pages 752-3) are without 
the proper initials, while the alphabetical succession, when it resumes, is found to have 
omiued the middle letters of the alphabet. But this corresponds with the structure and 
thought of the poem: the acrostic effect disappears where the psalm passes into sextets 
an<l remonstrance, and is resumed where it returns to quatrains and triumph. 

Dramatic Anthems. Cnder this technical description I include a group of psalms, 
fe,o..· in number (ix-x, xxvii, lxxxv, cxliv, and perhaps cviii), but of great interest to the stu
dent of litcrarv morphology. They exhibit a peculiar combination of dramatic movement 
with the lyric form of anthem. They are so far dramatic that they present a dramatic 
transition from trouble to relief. Ilut they difTer from the dramatic psalms (see on iii) in 
an important particular. In the nature of things, dramatic movement, which actually 
presents and not merely describes, can never go backward in time: yet these poems com
mence with the deliverance, then deal with trouble, and then again with deliverance. The 
explanation is the combination with dramatic movement of the lyric form of 'anthem ': 
I use the term as a further elaboration of the ' hymn,' the purpose of which is to celebrate. 
These poems, then, commence with a lyric celebration of a deliverance; as one item in 
this celebration they then pass to a dramatic presentation of the trouble from which the 
speaker has been dcli\•ered, such, for example, as his actual prayer in his distress (hence 
the <1uotation marks); then the dramatic change of movement is made by a sudden return 
to the first tone of celebration. The triple structure is thus: -

Lyric triumph of deliverance from trouble 
The trouble dramatically recalled 

The Triumph resumed. 

In all cases the changes in structure are reflected in changes of rhythm. This type of struc
ture is especially clear in psalm xxvii. After [antistrophic] monody of triumph the speaker 
passes to the presentation of his past trouble [stanzas with lead]: this dramatic recalliiig 
of Lhe past is kept up until the efTort becomes insupportable, and the singer returns to the 
opening tone [and rhythm] of triumph with the words, I had fainted unless, etc. - I· 
lxxxv the nation celebrates [stanza with lead] return from captivity; then passes to dramati' 
presentation of that captivity in the form of prayer for deliverance [sextets]; then resumes 
triumph [stanzas with lead]. - In cxliv the Anthem form is in keeping with the ' mosaic' 
character of the poem. The stages are clear: triumph [quatrain with lead], the trouble 
presented in prayer for help [triplets with refrain], the triumph resumed in a new song 
[4uatrains], the old refrain interrupting. The peculiarity of this example - that the 
refrain of the dramatic portion invades the final triumph, making a momentary return 
to the past trouble - renders it a link between the other rascs and that of ix-x, which is 
a complete duplication of the structure: 
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Triumph of Judgment 
The oppression dramatically recalled 

Triumph resumed 
Oppression again recalled in different dramatic mode 

Triumph finally resumed. 

[Compare the way in which psalm xxxi duplicates the structure of the dramatic psalms: 
note on iii.] 

ix-x. An Acrostic Anthem of Judgment: the essential structure has just heen described 
in the general note. More particularly: Triumph in the general judgment of God is cele
brated [in acrostic quatrains] - dramatic presentation of the oppression [sextet] in the 
sufferer's cry, changing in the last line to sudden relief - triumph [and acrostic quatrain'] 
resumed - return to presentation of oppression [sextets, with acrostic structure dropped] 
in general remonstrance under trouble and appeal - triumph [and acrostic quatrains] 
resumed, at first in a more expectant appeal (Arise, 0 God), and at last in full celebration. 

xi. In tbis Song of Trust a simple stanza of confidence in God interrupts itself at the 
end of a single line to rehearse indignantly the threats of the unbelieving: these threats are 
answered, rhythm for rhythm, with the thought expressed by a modern poet in the lines: 

God's in his heaven, 
All's right with the world. 

The stanza of simple trust is then calmly resumed and concluded. [The form is Suspen· 
sion: see page r524.] 

xii. upon the sufiercr's prayer against the men of vanity there breaks a Divine word of 
judgment: the blessedness of this Divine word is felt to be in itself a deliverance, and thus 
the poem may be reckoned among the dramatic psalms (see on iii). [Quatrains.] 

xiii. A simple prayer in trouble: appeal and trust. [Quatrains.l 
xiv. A rhapsodic picture of judgment. A world is displayed as totally corrupt; a 

stanza expresses the Divine astonishment at the blindness of the wicked; in the next slant.a 
this very thought in the bosom of Deity is seen to reveal itself as panic spreading among the 
wicked on earth. A final stanza resolves the wl1ole poem into a fancy picture, with a sigh 
that it might become a reality! Or this last stanza may be a postscript: compare Ii, cxxx, 
cxxxl. [Triplet stanzas.] 

xv. This is a variant on the first part of psalm xxiv (see note), enlarging into a medita
tion what is there an anthem. [Structure: modified envelopment: see page 1523.] 

xvi 

The simple couplet of introduction opens the two elements of the thought: 

Preserve me, 0 God: 
For in thee do I put my trust. 

A strophe develops the idea of trust in a solemn consecration to the cause of God and his 
saints; the antisttophe expresses coniiclence anrl joy in the sense of a preservation that 
shall extend beyond Sheol itself. [Antistrophic in strains (J, 5), with introduction.] 

The great dilficulty of the psalm is the question whether its concluding lines arc to he 
read as implying an immortal life beyond the grave. A strong presumption against swh 
interpretation is the doubt about the very existence of such a conception in the poetry of the 
Old Testament; only a few ambiguous or obscure pass\lges arc claimed for it, while the 
constant trend of Hebrew thought is to look to long life in this world, anrl again to life rc·
newed in posterity, as the supreme blessings. In the other two notable passages of the 
psalms where the topic is approached I have decided for myself against nn allusion to in~
mortality (see notes on xlix and lxxiii). In the present case It is less easy to come to a den
sion: if a future life is not implied, what can the meaning be? for the suggestion of mrrc 
preservation from death seems obviously insufficient. It must be rememhered, howe\"er, 
that ' life after death ' covers two very different conceptions. One is the modern conception 
of a new spiritual existence commencing with the death of the body; this is so fundamental 
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and rcvolutionarv a faith that it is difficult to believe any people could hold lt without its 
being prominent ·in their literature. But the phrase covers another conception which was 
almost universnl in early ages - the idea that our present existence does not come entirely 
to an end with death; as the dead body takes time to crumble into dust, so the soul passed 
into lower stagl's of consciousness, as to the end of ,,·hich imagination seldom explored. 
This conception often appears in Job; and one passage of this poem may be placed side 
by side with psalm "·i for the sake of contrast: 

A 11d thou destroyest the hope of man; 
Tiro rt prevailesl for ever against him, and he passeth; 
Thou chaugest his cou11/ena11ce and sendest him away; 
His sons come to honour, and he knuweth it not,· 
And !Irey are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them; 
011/v for Ir imse/f his flesh hath pain, 
A 11d for himself his soul mourneth. 

\\'ith this picture of ~alf existence and blin~ misery for the prev~iling conception of th_e 
grave, we can apprenate the poet of the present psalm, and his faith that with God at his 
right hand he will descend without terror into corruption itself, confident in the paradox 
that even thence will be found a path of life, - nay, the presence of Gori in that region is 
itself sufficient to make pleasures for evermore. - Compare Job's struggles at times for 
a similar faith (Introduction, page 149~). 

xvii 

This Prayer [in <]Uatrains] combines personal consecration to the cause of righteousness 
with a cry for the vindication of this cause against its enemies, the connecting link being 
a purifying visitation of God, in virtue of which the psalmist dares lo appeal on the ground 
of equity for his ,·indication. - I slra/l be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness. A 
modern reader must be very cautious not to put into such expressions as this the New 
Testament conception of the resurrection from death. (On the general subject compare 
note to the previous psalm.) I understand the clause wlrcn I awake as an example of Direct 
Metaphor, though of a kind less distinct than those enumerated in the note on that subject 
(page 153~). It may be compared with another phrase of frequent occurrence in biblical 
poetry, in the mor11i11g: both rest upon the concealed imagery of night changing to day to 
exµress a sense of trouble and its passing away in deliverance. In its fullest expression the 
image may be seen in such passages as these: 

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy cometh in tlu morning (Psalm xxx. 5) 
At e1:e11tide brlwld terror, and before the morning they are not: this is the portion of them 

t/rat spoil 11s, etc. (Isaiah, chapter xvii. 14) 

and •he whole spirit of Isaiah, chapters viii, ix: the people who walked in darkness seein11: 
great light. In the more subdued form of metaphor, it may be traced in these passages: 

Tire upright slral/ have dominion over them in the morning - (i.e. when the doom is 
fallen, and the crisis is past: Psalm xlix. 14) 

I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning - cause me to hear thy /ovingkindness 
i11 the morning (Psalms lix. 16 and cxliii. 8). Compare psalm xc. q. 

How entirely the idea of night and morning can be identified with the crisis of doom is seen 
in such passnges as these: 

At d<iybreak shall the king of l srael be utterly cut off (JI osea, chapter x. Isl 
If they speak not according to this word, surely t/rere is no mornilzg for tlrem J..Isaiah, 

chapln viii. 20) 
The morning is come on thee (A.V. rendering of Ezekiel, chapter vii. 7). 

With this accepted metaphor of morning for the interposition of providence and assertion 
of the cause of right, we may paraphrase the last two lines of psalm xvi: I shall yet ag(lin 
trace tM hand of God in the vindication of right; I shall be satisfied, whrn I have p11ssed 
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through the cloud of trouble, with a resemblance of Divine order in the course of events. The 
antithesis of the last stanza is not between the end of the wicked and the end of the righteous; 
hut between the secular ideals of the enemy (mirth of life, and treasure to leave their chil
d1en when they die), and the psalmist's spiritual ideal, the vindication of right. 

xviii. This is a magnificent ode [in strophic structure : introduction, conclusion, and 
three une<]ual strophes]. After the introductory ejaculations of triumph, the first strophe 
pictures the deliverance: at the prayer of the affiicted one all nature is convulsed as the 
Almighty rushes to the rescue. The second meditates on the principle involved: with the 
deliverance of the speaker the whole cause of the righteous has triumphed. The thin\ 
extends this triumph and the confidence it produces to the whole past and future. 

xix. Antistrophic form is here applied to the antithesis (it might almost be called an 
apposition) between the revelation of God in the Heavens above and in the Law within. 
The <]Uestion whether the author of this poem in its present form incorporated a lyric of 
an earlier age cannot afTect the literary unity d the whole. The union of the two ideas has 
impressed the most diverse thinkers of diverse ages. Zoroaster has it ( Yasna, xxxi. 9): 

He who first planned that these skies shvuld be clothed with lights, 
If e by his wisdom is creator of Righteousness, wherewith to s11 pport the best mind. 

It was a saying of the German Kant that the starry heavens above and the moral law within 
him were the perpetual wonders to his soul. So Wordsworth, addressing Duty: 

Thou dost preserve the stars from wro11fi; 
And the most ancient heavens through thee are fresh and strong. 

In a modified form the same combination inspires the companion psalms ciii, civ, which 
celebrate the God of the world within and the world without. For the device of setting two 
contrasted thoughts side hy side without any connecting words, compare psalms xxxvi 
and cxxvii. - More in detail: we have first the general revelation of the heavens, word!ess 
but extending their sphere (image of the measuring line) over the whole earth; then this 
specialises to the sun as the chief figure in this world-wide revelation; again, there is gen
eral celebration of the Law of the Lord, and recognition of its special function to warn 
against sin: a conclusion dedicates the whole meditation to God. [Ar.tistrophic interlacing 
(in lines): 8, 6; 8, 6: with conclusion.] 

xx-xxi. An Antiphonal \Var Anthem: compare psalms Ix and cviii. The first parl 
gives the prayers of King and People before the battle [Strophic structure in strains]: the 
second the thanksgivings after the victory [Antistrophic in couplets: 7, 7]. 

xxii. One of the most magnificent of the dramatic psalms: compare note to iii. 
[Three stanzas of eleven strains each.] 'Forsaken of God' is the starting point: the first 
stanza contrasts the holy God, enthroned upon the praises' of past deliverances, and the 
sufferer, a mere \h>rm, whose forsaken lot increases the scorn of his foes; yet the same God 
has been bis protector from his helpless infancy. - \Vith the second stanza the troubh in
tensifies: the thought alternates between external foes (with a massing of imagery from wild 
beasts and robbers) and internal trouble (all expressions of bodily collapse massed together): 
the stanza <]Uickens to a cry in the very agony of crisis, and then in the middle of a sentence 
the shout of deliverance is heard. - The third stanza calls for uniwrsal rejoicing: from the 
psalmist himself, from the meek, the seekers after the Lord, the kindreds of the nations, 
those in the vigour of life, the dying, the very shades, and the succession of these on eai:t~1 to 
all generations. - They pierced my hands and my fret. Cheyne understands of dogs b1tmg. 
Or it mav b~ of robbers binding their victim; so in cv: his feet they lrurl <<"iflr fellers. 

xxiii: In this most popular of sacred lyrics the thought of Jehovah's prote.ction is 
developed, first by the single image of the shepherd and his llock, expanded in detail: t~en 
by a rarid succession of images: the plentiful supply of food in spite of a blockadmg 
enemy, the hospitable feast with its wine and anointing, and (perhaps) the stream of good
ness following the singer through the desert of life. [Structure: modified envelopment, 
see page 1523.] 

xxiv 

Anthems for the Inauguration of Jerusalem. Five anthems may he traced in the 
psalms as fitting into the historic account of the Inauguration by King David of the newly 
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captured fortress of Jerusalem. Compare in II Samuel, chapter vi, the description of the 
military and choral procession. 

And David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom into 
the cilv of David with joy. And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the 
LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a falling. And David danced before 
t'ie LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod. 

A. nthem: Psalm xxx. 
So Davirl and all the house of Israel brought UP the ark of the LORD with shouting, 
and with the sound of the trumpet. 

A ntlrcm 11/ tire foot of the hilt: Psalm xxiv. 1-6. 

A11tlre111 before ilrc gaies of tire city: Psalm x:'Civ. 7-10 . 
. . . And they brought in the ark of.the LORD, and set it in its place, in the midst of 
the tent that David had pitched for it: and David offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the LORD. 

A11tlrc111: Psalm cxxxii. 1-{) . 
. . . So all the people departed every one to his house. Then David returned to bless 
his household. 

A 11tlrc111: Psalm ci. 

The institution of a sacrifice and a sacred dance of unusual exuberance at the point 
where the procession had only moved six paces from the start is explained by the incident of 
l"zzah's ,·iolcnt death, which had made a tragic ending to the attempt three months pre
viously to bring the ark to Jerusalem. In the interim David had made diligent inquiry 
as to the prescribed ritual for the escort of the ark (/ Clrro11ir/es, chapter xiii. 12 and xv): 
yet commenced this second attempt with keen anxiety. The six paces \\'ere sufficient to sig
nify that the ban was removed: hence the ritual of thanksgiving and vehement rejoicing. 
An exact anthem for such an occasion is afforded by psalm xxx: a sense of sudden deliver
ance and escape from impending death, ancl this just when feelings of immovable prosperity 
(through the capture of the impregnable Jerusalem) had been quenched by sudden with
drawal of the Divine favour (the mailer of l"zzah's death). This identification fmds some 
support in the traditional title of the psalm: A Song at the Dedication of the 1-Iouse; a 
Psalm of Da1•id. 

The first part of psalm xxiv makes a suitable anthem to hr sung on this occasion at the 
foot of the hill on which Jerusalem stands (compare: brought up the ark). The entrance 
of the ark was about to make the heathen stronghold the hill of Jehovah: the procession 
pauses to ask, Who is worthy to take part in this sacred inauguration? This identification 
is assisted by psalm xv, which is a variant to this second anthem. Both poems ask the same 
question: but psalm xv, a general meditation, phrases it in general terms, Who shall sojourn 
... d<i.·cll 1 whereas the anthem sung for this particular ocrasion at the foot of the hill 
.ias the natural expression, Who shall ascend? The independent meditation, moreover, 
;,aturally expands in fuller terms the answering description of moral purity as preparation 
for worship . 

..,..he central ceremony of this day of inauguration would be the anthem in front of the 
gato:, and for this purpose the seconrl part of psalm xxiv seems eminenlly suitable. The 
whole is a comhination of military and religious ceremonial. The suggested anthem is con
structed on a military basis (1) of a city summoned to receive a conqueror, and (2) of tile 
phrase Tire Lord uf Hosts as a watchword. For the latter note the prominence of the phrase 
in If S11m11rl, chapter vi (the ar/1 ... which is called by the Name, even tire Name of tire 
I.ORD of JI osts . . . David blessed the people in the Name of tire LORD of Hosts). 
Part of the priestlv host represent the \\'arckns within the city: the rest of the choir, with the 
army, call upon the ancient fortress to receive the King of Glory, and arc answered from 
within by the challenge, Who is the King of Glory? They answer (avoiding the great Name) 
with other titles of Jehovah. The watchword has not been spoken, and the gates refuse 
to open. The summons is repeated, and the same challenge from within is heard: at last 
the watchword of The I.ORD of II osts is shouted, and the ancient !(ales open, to receive 
the ark of Jehovah. The Jebusite city has thus llccome the City of Jehovah. It is some
times urged that this anthem would suit any conquering expedition returning to Jerusalem. 
lt would be appropriate enough for subsequent occasions as a repetition of the dty's Inaugu-
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ral Hymn: but for its first production no occasion could have such adequateness as th.is 
which constituted ' the City of David' as Jehovah's City. 

Next, the history describes the bearing of the ark into the tabernacle temporarily 
provided for it by the king: here again there is an offering, and an anthem seems required. 
Nothing can be more suitable than the first part of psalm cxxxii: indeed it is difficult to 
imagine any other occasion to fit the words of that psalm. There is first the recital of 
David's anxious care and vows in reference to preparing a tabernacle for his God; then is 
suggested a search for the ark and the finding of it in the field of the wood (a translation of 
Kiriath-jearim: compare I Chronicles, chapter xiii. 5). Then follows a variant of the 
Levitiral formula (compare Numbers, x. 36 and 33) for the journeys of the ark, a verse 
which appears in Solomon's Dedication of the Temple (II Chronicles, chapter vi. 41 ). 
Thus far is the anthem for David's Tabernacle: what follows is the addition made to it 
when the Tahernacle of Davin gives place to the :remplc of Solomon. The second part of 
psalm cxxxii, like the first, consists of quatrain stanzas with a triplet lead; its matter fol
lows II Samuel, chapter vii. 12-r 7, which associates the building of the Temple of Solomon 
with the promise made to him and his seed. 

\Vhcn the more public ceremonial is completed and the army dismissed, then, the history 
says, David returned to bless his household. A suitable form of blessing for the king's 
household on this day of inauguration is psalm ci: vows of purity arc made by the king for 
himself, for his immediate citde, and for his administration of justice. Though the matter 
of the song would suit other rulers, yet the final line up to which the rest works as a climax -

To cut off all the workers of iniquity from the City of the [.ORD 

could never have such appropriateness as for the day on which the Jebusite fortress had 
been inaugurated as Jehovah's own metropolis. Another link is: Oh when wilt tlwu come 
unto me? compare II Samuel, vi. 9: David . . . said, :fl ow shall the ark of the LORD 
come unto me? and Exodus, chapter xx. 24: In every place where I record my name I will 
come unto thee and I will bless thee. The reception of the ark had just made David's city 
a place where God recorded his name, in the sense of the passage of Exodus. 

These suggested identifications mutually support one another. The objection that the 
matter of these psalms is in advance of the spiritual character of David's age seems to me an 
argument of very uncertain force. We have first to assign to David's age its literary prod
ucts before we can determine its spiritual tone; and in received methods of such historical 
inquiry there has been, in the opinion of the present editor, far too little attention given to 
arguments based on literary form and structure. 

x:xiv. The two Anthems which make up this psalm have just been fully discussed. 
It may be added that those who object to the identification with the Inauguration of Jerusa
lem are burdened with the difficulty of explaining how such different lyrics come to be 
included in the same poem. Blunders of copyists must not be made the scapegoat too 
often. [The structure of I is antiphonal and antistrophic in strains: 3, 3. That of II is 
also antiphonal, and has antistrophic interlacing: summons, challenge and answer; 
summons, challenge and answer; each a single strain.) 

xxv 

Liturgies. A large number of the psalms are ' liturgical,' that is, associated with ' Di
vine Service': but four may be classified as complete Liturgies (xxv, xi, lxv, lxxxvi). The 
essence of a liturgy is that it combines different moods of devotion. In a modern religious 
service of the simplest kind a congregation of worshippers will stand to sing praise, will 
kneel in prayer, will sit to hear exhortation: three difTercnt moods of \\'Orship, reflected in 
different postures of the worshippers, succeed one another without connecting links, and 
the whole is consrdered to constitute a single act of worship. Jn the same way the psalms 
enumerated above lack the unity of thought which runs through other poems; but are 
found to convey in succession supplication, praise, confession of faith, and' similar devo
tional acts: each psalm is a complete liturgy in itself. 

The great type of the class is lxv. Here we find brief ejaculations of praise, of prayer, 
of penitence, in successive couplets. Then there is a larger space given to devout aspiration: 
the devotion which, in the middle ages, found satisfaction in a monastic life, expresses itself 
in the psalter in longing to dwell in the house of God. A larger group of verses meditates 
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upon the a11swer i11 righteo11s11ess: one expression for the Hebreiv 'judgment,' our provi
dence: the rule of God over the universe and its peoples. This constitutes an act of faith: 
counterpart to the creed of a modern liturgy. The psalm passes then into its final mood of 
adoration, celebrating the work of God In nature and the changing year, from the pre
paring of the soil to the crowning harvest and rejoicing pastures. 

Psalm lxxxvi presents four moods of devotion: supplication with penitence, faith, praise, 
and again supplicatlon. - Psalm xi has the three divisions of thanksgiving, faith, and sup
plication. ('.;cc note to this psalm for further discussion.) - Psalm xxv has the four divi
ions of supplication, penitence, confession of faith, and again supplication. 

x:xv. An Acrostic Liturgy, as described above. [Strophic structure in strains: 5, 6, 
7, and a final strain which may be a postscript.] - For Acrostic psalms, sec note to lx-x. 

x:xvi. In interpreting this psalm account must be taken of the envelope figure (see page 
1523) on which it is constructed: thus the three stanzas must be read in the light of the 
opening anrl close. The psalmist appeals to the Searcher of hearts: not in spiritual vain
glorv, but (as- the last line makes clear) by way of preparation for public worship. Before 
the Divine examiner he is able to claim in the past and present his standin!( aside from evil, 
and he prays for the future. This makes a u.•aslting of the ha11ds in innocency, by which he 
feels prepared for the service of God's altar. - Com\>are psalms xv, xvii, and cxxxix. 
(Structure: morlificd em·elopmcnt and three sextets.] 

x:xvii. This has been discussed in the note on ix-x and Dramatic Anthems. [Struc
ture: the Triumph, antistrophic in couplets (6, 6) - the Trouble recalled, quatrains with 
couplet lead - the Triumph resumed in a brief echo of the first rhythm.] 

xxviii. .'\ simple example of the dramatic psalm: sec note on iii. Personal trouble 
with cries for judgment on the wicked finds sudden relief. [Quatrains.] 

x:xix. This Song of the Thunderstorm is constructed upon the em·elope figure: the 
opening and closing quatrains are subjective, conveying the feelings of Lhe poet observer, 
first, as the signs of the coming storm move him to thoughts of the grandeur of God; 
then al the close, when he feels himself enveloped in the peace of God's protection. The 
intervening triplets are objective, and realise a thunderstorm, rising out of the waters, 
s\\'eeping through the forests, dying away over the wilderness, and leadng a freshness which 
makes nature seem like a temple where all things are crying Glory. The i·oice of tlze LORD 
has made a crashing refrain for this body of the poem, seven times repeated. - Tlze LORD 
sat as king at the flood: although the expression in the original is peculiar to the Genesis 
account of the Deluge, yet it seems impossible to see in this place an allusion to an historic 
event. The flood is either the ·u.·aters from which the tempest arose; or it is an expression 
suggesting the fo1111tai11s of the deep broken up, and the opeui11g of the windows of heaven, 
which were an element in the description of the Deluge, and which threaten to recur in every 
furious tempest. 

xxx. This has been discussed as one among the Anthems for the Inauguration of 
Jerusalem: see note on x:xiv. [Structure: antistrophic alternation (in lines): 6, 6; 3, 3; 
4, 4.] 

xxxi. This has been noted amongst the dramatic psalms (see on iii) as a variation by 
which the usual transition from trouble to relief is twice presented. It is thus a 'Twice
told Deliverance'; and there is a pendulum-like swaying between two thoughts which is 
a marked characteristic of Hebrew poetry. At first [in three quatrains] we have reiterated 
expressions of trust in trouble, with imagery from the rock, the house of defence, the fortress, 
the net; the relief [a single quatrain] appears as a setfi11g i11 a large place. The rhythm 
then changes to triplets, and the trouble is expressed in an intensified form; the pendulum 
spirit of the whole extends to the swaying to and fro hetween suggestions o[ internal wasting 
and of external foes. \\'ith the burst of relief there is a return to quatrain rhythm (varied: 
aabh instead of abbb]; the imagery is that of the pavilion of peace and the strong city. 

x:xxii. Simple form [quatrains) conveys a simple experience of sin, confession, forgive
ness. The close is a joyous trust: a Divine word of guidance is heard, and the psalmis, 
bids listen submissively. 

xxxiii 

Festal Hymns. The disti'lctiveness of the hymn as a lyric type may be expressed by 
this formula: Given a certain nlood of devotion, to find for it matter. Festal Hymns voice 
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the mood proper to any high feast day; I have so classified xxxiii, xlvii; with these may be 
read the Festal Anthems 'xcv--<:, cxlv--<:l, and the Festal Response !xvii. The characteristic 
form running through these is some alternation between words of praise and matter upon 
which the praise is to be founded. Thus in the present case there is an opening and closing 
stanza of praise; the intervening parts are antistrophic - the strophe celebrating Jehovah 
as God of the whole world, the antistrophe Israel as his chosen people. [Opening and clos
ing sextets, enveloping a strophe and antistrophe of four quatrains each.] 

xxxiv 

Votive Hymns. The Votive Hymns of the Bible have all the same character: a per
sonal is merged in a general thanksgiving. This is the character of the traditionai Votive 
Hymns preserved in the historical books (e.g. of Hannah, I Samuel, chapter ii; of Mary 
and Zacharias, Luke, chapter i); the amount of matter these contain irrelevant to the special 
circumstances, which is often made an objection against Lheir genuin.eness, is thus a regular 
feature of Hebrew thanksgiving. In the Book of Psalms the Voth·e Hy1TU1s are xxxiv, 
lni, xcii; and the succession (cxiii--<:x,·iii) which makes the so called Egyptian Halle!, a 
sort of \'olive Hymn-book. - In xxxh· the union of personal and general is effected in the 
simplest manner, by an antiphony between Solo and Chorus. After an introduction, the 
Solo leads oil with personal mercies (I sought t/ie Lord, this and that man cried, etc.): the 
Chorus generalises to them that fear the Lord. Then the individual experience is widened 
by the Solo into a lesson for the whole of life; this is 6eneralised by the Chorus. More 
briefly then personal and general thanksgidng conclude the hymn. [Antiphonal and 
antistrophic (couplets): 8, 8; 8, 8; 4, 4: with introduction. The psalm is acrostic (see 
on ix-x) and has the same acrostic peculiarity as xxv; viz. that one letter is omitted, and 
one repeated at the end.] 

xxxv 

Litanies. The term' litany,' which J have used in the titles to psalms xxxv, Iv, !xx, cxxix, 
is not to be pressed as denoting a distinct literary form; but the four poems have a sugges
tion of liturgical character in the combination of tones they successively exhibit. In all of 
them there is an interchange between humble prayer and fierce execration of the foe: this 
is, on the whole, more suggesth·e of public ceremonial than of private meditation. The 
movement of xxxv is especially well marked. It has three lengthy stanzas: in each there 
is a combination of prayer, execration, and vows. The first stanza starts in military imagery 
with a cry for succour from oppressive foes. This is succeeded by a burst of execration 
against the oppressor, military imagery blending with that of the wind and chaff, of the 
hunter caught in his own net. There is then a Yow of praise. In the second stanza execra
tion is modified into a picture of the enemy, and how the\' rewarded evil for good; there is 
again a brief cry for succour and vow of praise. The third stanza resumes the prayer for 
succour in oppression, military imagery now blending with ideas of mockery (all this change 
of imagery assisting the general character of the poem); there is an appeal for a judgment 
that will clothe the oppressor with shame and set the righteous shouting; another vow of 
praise makes the conclusion. It will be felt that this recurrent interchange between prayer, 
execration, and vow fa\"Ours the description of the psalm as a public litany rather than a 
private meditation. [Structure: three stanzas of nine strains each.] 

xxxvi. Here, as in psalm xix, antistrophic form is applied to an antithesis or apposition: 
in this case between the supreme realisation of e\'il in the wicked life, and the infinite good of 
Jehovah. First we have the wicked as he is in essence, and as he realises himself in a life 
of iniquity. Similarly, the antistrophe celebrates God in his essential attributes, and as the 
beneficent power of the whole created world. For conclusion, the psalmist looks to God 
as the source of all, and places himself under his lo,·ingkindness; he separates himself 
from the wicked, and their judgment. [Antistrophic (in lines): 4 a, 5 b; 4a, 5b: with 
conclusion.] - Tiu transgression of tile wicked 111/erelli its oracle wit Ii in liis heart: a power
ful expression, turning of course on the idea of oracles as the utterances of God. There are 
three stages of moral decline: at first the sinner has to sin in the teeth of the remonstrances 
of conscience; then conscience is dead and he sins peaceably; there is a lower depth 
when conscience takes the side of evil, and its secret promptings replace the 'oracles' of 
God: evil has now become the sinner's good. 
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xxxvii-xli 

Thrre is plausibility in the suggestion that this group of consecutive psalms forms one 
of the psalters within the psalter: a collection of notable Psalms of Afll.iction and Deliver
ance, with the usual acrostic meditation by way of preface- in this case a meditation on 
the "·ays of proddence in apparently granting prosperity to the wicked, and afflicting the 
rightvous. 

xxxvii. A gnomic l\Ieditation, with acrostic structure. [For the latter, see on ix-x.] 
The doctrine of the insecure prosperity of the wicked, so difficult to faith in view of the facts 
of life, is supported by a tour de force of gnomic sayings woven together; !'he meditative 
poise of mind is kept even by reiteration of similar expressions - images of peace and a 
quiet mind, the wicked wl dtr<i.'11 like a tree, uprooted that its place knows it no more, his d<ty 
is coming, I hm .. •e seen . . . \Vhere enumeration is so large a part of the thought, the acros
tic struclure is a di~tinct assistance: it suggests supporting truths recurring with the regu
larity of the alµhabet. (.·\crostic quatrains,] 

xxxviii. In this prayer of distress antistrophic form is applied to present separately 
"·hat io the psalms of trouble are usually mingled together: internal trouble -wounds, 
rnrruption, iniquity, burning, groans, throbs, a plague from which all flee - and external 
foes, before which the speaker is passive from consciousness of sin. He repents of his sin, 
but the foes pursue him because he is a follower of good. (Antistrophic (in strains): 
IO, IO.] 

xxxix. :\. >trugglc with despair. \\'hat in the first strophe the psalmist has been strug
gling to keep clown is despair of life, which in a follower of God is equivalent to sin; in the 
antistrophe the trouble is too strong, and he breaks out: Let me know the wurst. (Com
pare Job's wife: Renounce God and die.) - With a slight change in rhythm and thought, 
a second strophe places hope in God: the psalmist acknowledges God's righteous stroke, 
but it is consuming him (his punishment is greater th~n he can bear). The antistrophe 
pleads him· at best man is bul a sojourner, and for a respite before the end. (A very close 
parallel in Job, section 10.) (Antistrophic alternation (in strains): 4, 4; 3, 3.] 

xi. A Liturgv (see on xxv) in three moods: thanksgiving, confession of faith, supplica
tion. In the first strophe de)i,·erance from trouble has put a new song in the psalmi.st's 
mouth; the antislrophc contains the new song, which, like the volive hymns, mingles per
sona) and general praise. - \\"e then pass tu a confession of faith. Here form becomes 
,·cry important for interpretation. Antistrophic structure is modified by parenthetic en
largement, which plays so prominent a part in Hezekiah's Song of Thanksgiving (see 
page 1 5 H ). The creed so announced is the supremacy of praise over sacrifice and offering; 
it is a ne\\' faith, generated out of this experience of affliction and relief. Accordingly, while 
the antistrophic lines are putting the doctrine, the parenthetic clauses are bringing out the 
nc\\'ness of the thought: how (by the affliction) the psalmist's ears Were opened lo a new 
conception, how he finds it in the law ilself, how it has passed as a law into his very heart, 
how, tinally, he cannot refrain his lips from this meed of praise. - The transition into the 
mood of perfectly general supplication indicates how entirely liturgical is the whole psalm. 
Here external and internal trouble are combined; a strophe of pleading is balanced by an 
antistrophe of exenation; a refrain (enlarged as repeated) keeps the whole to the tone of 
supplication. [Antistrophic alternation (in lines): 6, 6; 4, 4 with parenthetic enlargements; 
5, 5 with refrain, enlarging.] 

xii. The common topic of trouble and relief appears in a new light: integrity of life, 
shown, for example, in goodness to the poor, brings deliverance even in the midst of punish
ment for actual transgressions. [Strophic structure (in strains); 3, 7, 2.] 

Book II 

. xiii-iii. I have already, in the note on Direct Metaphor (above, page 1535), discussed 
this poem, and expressed, not without doubt, the opinion that the local expressions at the 
commencement of the second stanza need not mean the actual exile of the speaker, but may 
be exile used as an image. The one positive element in the situation is exile from the house 
of God: the usual Hebrew thought of the devout life here appears on its elegiac side. The 
poem is made up of three stanzas, with a refrain: the words of the refrain are unaltered, 
but with the movement of the poem its thought seems to change. (Compare !vii.] The 
first stanza breathes unbroken despondency: we have trouble and longing, panting, thirst-
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ing, tears, and taunts, with memories as a climax. With lhe opening of the second stanza 
the despondency deepens: when he would remember his God the psalmist feels himself, a' 
it were, thrust away lo an outermost distance; plunged deeper and deeper by some cataract, 
as the echo of its fall goes down. Just in the centre of the poem there is a faint break in 
the despondency: we hear of songs in the night, reproaches lo the God who forgets the foe 
that is equally his own foe. From such reproach the third stanza rises to an appeal for 
judgment against the foes, who arc then a nation opposed lo God: the nascent hope has 
strengthened from songs in the night to the breaking out of light, and we regain the leading 
and pictured procession to the altar of God. The refrain can now be indued with a sense 
of pure hop~ [Three stanzas of five strains each, with refrain.] 

xliv. A National Elegy. I have already noted (page 1523) the beautiful effect of 
Diminution, by which the antistrophic stanzas of this poem diminish from five to four, to 
three, to two couplets, as a mode of conveying elegiac tone. National trouble is seen in the 
light of past glory: 

The works of our fathers' days. 
The song of the fathers. 

Present humiliation, from our own side. 
The same, as seen by the foes. 

Protest that we have not been false to the covenant. 
Appeal to the Searcher of hearts. 

Awake against the oppressor ! 
Awake for the afflicted! 

[Antistrophic alternation (in couplets): 5, 5; 4, 4; 3, 3; 2, 2.] 
xiv. A Royal Marriage Hymn. Antistrophic form is appropriately applied to bride

groom and bride. First, we have the royal bridegroom described: the grace of the warrior 
and his majestic career in the cause of equity. His procession fills up the rest of the strophe, 
with suggestions of perfume and music, and, as chief of the suite, the queen-mother and hn 
attendants. (So I understand the Queen in gold of Ophir: compare the prominence of the 
king's mother in the technical enumerations of Kin gs; compare also Judges, chapter v. 28.) 
The antistrophe similarly presents the bride in her wedding apparel, with her suite of vir
gins, and adds thoughts of wifely submission and offspring. [Antistrophic (in strains): 
8, 8: with introduction.] 

xlvi 

Occasional Hymns, or Hymns for Special Occasions. Besides the Anthems for the 
·Inauguration of Jerusalem (see on xxiv), there is a group of psalms, the whole tenor and 
form of which suggest the celebration of a special event - the overthrow of Sennacherib'."· 
army, and sudden deliverance of Jerusalem. These psalms are xlvi, xlviii, lxxvi: Professor 
Kirkpatrick would add xlvii, especially in view of its position; but this last follows so exactly 
the model of the general Festal Hymns (see on xxxiii) that I do not see how it can hr 
specialised to any one occasiJ)n. The form of xlvi is a shout of refrain, to which successive 
stanzas supply matter. [The refrain has been omitted in ordinary versions after the third 
verse: there have been similar omissions in )xvii and xcix.] The first refrain is parenthetic, 
,the thought of the first stanza running over into the second. We have rocking mountains 
and swelling seas: in contrast, the quiet of a river, that embraces a city with God in its 
midst. Again, we have nations and kingdoms rising in storm: a word from God, and tlw 
very ground melts under their feet. The third stanza opens with a bold change of thought: 
Behold God as the desolator: war is desolation, but Jehovah is the destroyer of war! 
As a climax, God speaks his own exaltation over the nations. [Three stanzas of thrt'f 
strains each, with refrain.] 

xlvii. A Festal Hymn (see on xxxiii). Its general purpose will thus be to glorify thr 
God of the whole earth; more specifically, it celebrates him as if ascending from the ro11-
quest of the whole world. Ejaculations of praise and triumph alternate with matter fnr 
praise: a world subdued, and princes of peoples added to the people of Abraham. [Pendu
lum structure: see page 1523.J 

xlvili. One of the Sennacherib psalms: see on xlvi. Simple joy over the delivered 
city - description of the enemy's panic - thanksgiving in the temple - sense of freedom 
in again walking about outside the city, counting the towers, as if to see that all were really 
safe. [Sextets.] 
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111ix. .\n introduction to this poem calls deep attention to a parable and dark saying.• 
the dark saving is then expounded in strophe and antislrophe. emphasised by (varying) 
refrain, which are to be read, not as rqystery and solution, but as two stages in the complete 
de,·elopment of a truth. The whole thought is, the Vanity of Splendour in the light of 
inevitable dcalh. Whv fear the wicked? there is no redeeming with all his "ealth a single 
soul : wisdom, folly, wealth, all perish. In the antistrophe there is an emphasis of contrast: 
but it is not the contrast between the destiny of the wicked and the righteous, nor does it 
bring this and a future life into antithesis. It is difficult for a modern reader not to ·und<'f
stand this last in the lines: 

But God will redeem my soul from tlu power of Sheol: 
For he shall receive 111e. 

Yet such interpretation is impossible: the conception of a future existence redressing the 
ineriu'1lities of this life is certainly not such a tenet of old Hehrew poets thal it could be 
alluded lo here. without statement or discussion. Moreover, if such were the thought, it 
must surely continue to dominate the rest of the psalm, whirh on the contrary finds its final 
climax in the loss by the wicked of their earthly glory. (Comparo on xvi; and contrast 
the clabornlc pictures of the wkkcd and the righteous in The Wisdom of Solomon, where the 
doctrine of immortality has come in.) The antithesis, as Professor Cheyne points out, is 
between God redeeming the righteous from death, o.nd the none can redeem himself applied 
to the wicked. While the prosperous are living in their confidence, they arc all the while a 
!lock of sheep being led forward by the shepherd Death; when the crisis of visitation is 
pas~c<l it is the upright who will be seen in exaltation, and the prosperous wicked as their 
fallen foes [this is the elTect of ill the morning: rompare a hove, note to xvii]; they will be 
rnnsuming to nothing in the abyss, while God has redeemed the righteous from the fatal 
visitation, and left him in life and favour. Hence the variation in the refrain: the strophe 
puts the inevitahle dispensation of death (man ;,. honour abidetk not), the antistrophe, hy 
contrast of the ri~hteous saved when the wicked are owrtakcn, puts meaning into the Divine 
dispensation (111a11 that is in ho11011r and understandeth not, etc.). [Antistrophic (in lines): 
16, 16 with (varying) refrain and introduction. A parenthetic couplet marks strophe and 
antistrophe, appearing (by 'variation': page 15191 at different places in each.] 

I. This magnificent Vision has heen fully discussed ahove, page 1522. . 
Ii. This is an appeal for deliverance, not as in most psalms from trouble, but from 

sense of sin. There is a progression of thought through successive stanzas, if, as in the 
text, an arrangement in sextets be followed, instead of the usual division into quatrains. 
The appeal is onlv to God's mercy: the sin is wholly acknowledged - God is only Just; 
the penitent is nothing but iniriuity - purification is claimed to the inward depths - more 
than this, a restoration that will blot out the past and create new power for the future -
restoration will bring joy, and an energy overflowing in bringing back others - summary: 
it must be God who shall do it all, there is no sacrifice, but the sacrifice of the spirit. - A 
pmtscript (in different rhythm) makes fresh application to national ruin and restoration. 
[Sex~~t stanzas: postscript, a quatrain; or possibly this should be dhided as t"·o strains.] 

111. A typical Song of Judgment: antistrophic form presents the oppressor, ancl the 
oppressor overthrown. A doxology concludes. [Antistrophic (in strains): 4, 4: "Ith 
conclusion.] 

liii. This is a duplicate of xiv, with God substituted for The LORD. There is ii ron
siderable change in stanza five. 

liv. A dramatic psalm (see on iii), presenting trouble and relief. [Strophic structure 
(in strains): 5, 2.] 

Iv. This litanv (see on xxxv) has been already analysed in the note on Interruption 
(pages 1523-4) [Stanzas of sextets (the last varied) interrupted by antistrophic strullure 
in couplets): 8, 8.] 

lvi. A simple dramatic psalm (see on Iii), presenting trouble and relief. In the first 
strophe the phraseologv suggests war, in the second persecution: this may be unrkrstnod 
by making the whole a national monologue, or (what is usual in such psalms) the idealising 
of the trou!ile. [Strophic structure (in strains): 3 and refrain, 5 and refrain; and, after 
the dramatic break, 2.] 

!vii. A very striking example of the antistrophic form applied to the presentation of 
trouble and relief. As with xiii-iii, there is a refrain which, though unaltered In words, 

1613 



Notes to Particular Books B<- Psalms 

!xv. See analysis in note to xxv, on Liturgies. 
!xvi. A Votive Hymn: compare on xxxiv. This is, like xxxiv, a typical example; 

in this case it is antistrophic form which is used to distinguish the two elements - Israel's 
blessings, the individual worshipper's vow. [Antislrophic (in strains): 8, 8: with intro
duction.) 

lxvii. This is plainly the Response of the Congregation lo the High Priest's blessing 
(Numbers, vi. 2.i). It is a' Festal Response,' in being suitable for any high ceremonial, 
and it cannot be specialised to harvest or any other particular occasion. [Sextet stanzas, 
including refrain. This has to be restored for the last stanza: compare xlvi and xcix.] 

!xviii 

This magnificent lyric is a Processional Hymn. Though no doubt originaily composed 
for some specific occasion, it has nothing to limit it as such; but might be used by the 
Hehrcws ;n the same way as Christians celebrate triumphs by singing Tc Deum. Not 
only doe:; this ode at one point picture the actual procession of the day, but the idea of 
procession as concealed imagery is made to run through the whole; until the past, present, 
and future of Israel's history have appeared as a series of vast processions. - The intro
duction starts from the traditional formula of 1 rocession: the song of the Levites starting 
with the ark. - Then section I reviews the rast. First, the wilderness lifr of Israel is 
suggested as a procession of lzim tlzat rideth thro11filz the deserts: the oppressed and solitart 
prisoners of Egypt have been rr.ulliplied into the families of a prosperous land. The 
people marched through the ,., ilderncss, "ith thrir God before them, Sinai itself trembling 
at the presence: a plentiful rain [of manna;. compare the prominence of this in the Wilder
ness Anthem, cxx:wi) was prepared by the ircod Cod to strengthen his weary inheritance 
while they must dwell in the desert. So far strophe: the antislrophe proceeds to the 
con<Jucst of the land of 1 romise. It is presented with such compressed force, that it 
becomes a victorious r rocfssion from Pashan to Mount Zion. The COn<Juest appears as 
but two notes: Jehovah giving the \lord of advance, the women publishing the tidings of 
victories. What follows is intelligible anrl forctful as disconnected snatches of war bal
lads (lines printed in italics): on any other view the words arc barely intelligible_ The 
compressed bre,·ity appears al'ain in 1 ringing together Bashan (first stage of conquest) 
and Zion (the final metropolis) : all ht" een vanishes. Here again are snatches of con
quest songs, each caught up in triumphant assertion. The whole past of Israel hecom~s 
one procession: Sinai is in tlzr sanctuary. - \Vith seclion II we pass to the present, the 
rhythm partly changing. God is a God of daily deliverances: he who brought from the 
Red Sea and from Bashan brought us that we might go on to con<Juer. Another strophe 
realises the actual procession of the <1ay: singers, dancers, minstrels, and the tribes in their 
order. Its antistrophc turns to the future, and again the dominant image appears: the 
future of Israel is a procession of the peoples (compare lxxxvii), flocking to the temple at 
Jerusalem [the various peoples are described by symbolic names: the wild beast of the 
reeds is no Joubt Egypt, the rest can only be guessed atl, distant Ethiopia bringing up the 
rear. The anlistrophc that remains is a final ascription of' praise, but (in an echo from the 
TI!essing of !\foscs: compare Deuteronomy, chapter xxxiii. 26) is able to keep up the pro
cessional imagery: God ride/Ii upon the heavens of heave11s. [Structure: compound 
anlislrophe. After the introduction, Section I is antistrophic (in <]Uatrain stanzas): 
4, 4. - Section II has antislrophic inversion (in lines): JO, 9; 9, 10.] 

!xix. This has been analysed a hove (page 1524) in the note on Interruption. [Struc
ture: stanzas of four strains each, interrupted (before the close of the sixth stanza) by 
strophe (sewn couplets); after the conclusion of the sixth stanza the anlistropbc (seven 
couplets) is added.] 

!xx. A litany (see on xxxv) taken from the liturgy, psalm xi. [As it stands by itself, 
;t has the form of modified envelopment (page 1523), being made up of the two refrains of 
xi verbally varied, with the antislrophe standing between them.] 

lxxi. A dramatic psalm (sec on iii): presenting the usual r!Jangc from trouble to 
relief. The trouble is gcncralisccJ lo external foes, with the added rirrumslance of old 
age that leaves less strength to meet them. The two long stanzas each consist of appeal 
founded on the past, with the irlea of old age at the close; the shorter stanzas are com· 
mencing a more hopeful appeal when the chan!!:c comes. [Stanzas (of strains): 9, 9; 3, 3.] 
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takes a different spirit from t1-ie two strophes to which it is attached. The trouble is general
ised; and the break comes suddenly (compare xxii), in the middle of the first stanza of the 
antistrophe. [Antistrophic (1>1 stanzas): 3, 3: witq refrain.] 

!viii. This Song of Judgment is a vehement remonstrance address~d to 'judges ' -
a vague O.T. term for ruling powers in general. The form is antistrophic. The strophe 
apostrophises indignantly the delinquent 'judges' themselves, and then elaborates a pic
ture of moral disorder, with four striking images: exact measurement applied to iniquity, 
monstrosity (creatures born lying), the serpent ·whose venom is natural, the adder deaf 
to softening influences. The antistrophe balances this with a passionate execration, fol
lowed hy an extended picture of destruction in four images: melting snows, a snail melting 
into slime as it crawls, an abortion, a boiling pot swept away, fire and all, by the desert 
whirlwind before the sticks have had time to catch. A conclusion expresses the rejoicing 
of the righteous. [Antistrophic (in lines): w, 7b; w, 7b: with conclusion.] 

!ix. A vigorous War Ballad, somewhat obscure from our want of knowledge of the 
circumstances referred to. Probably, although the language is not quite clear, it is to be 
reckoned as a dramatic psalm (sec on iii), the dramatic break commencing with the last 
two stanzas of page 793. The picture is apparently that of a rabble foe: not onl-y do we 
find the word heathen, but there are suggestions of a barbarous tongue [belch out with 
their mouth - make a noise like a dog - swords <1re in their lips: compare cxx ], and nomad 
ways: 

They return at evening, 
They make a noise like a dog, 
And go round about the city. 

The recurrence of this stanza is suggestive of swarming by ni~ht. - The first strophe [of 
quatrains] treats th_e whole as a visitation of Go<l; protests innocence, and invokes God 
against the heathen. A second strophe, in a rapid triplet metre, pictures the night swarm
ing and the barbarous jargon. The first antistrophe is an i nprecation: not <leath is <lesire<l, 
hut that the rabble foe may go swarming on for ever. The second antistrophe is appar
ently resuming the former picture, when it appears to chan<1e, and sugi;:est a deliverance: 
the enemy seen swarming on, hungry and unsatisfied, while the psoilmist rejoices in his 
Strength, now the crisis has passed away (in the morni"~• compare note on xvii). [Antis
trophic interlacing (in stanzas): four quatrains, four triplets; four quatrains, four triplets.] 

Ix, cviii 

It is clear that psalms Ix an<l cviii are companion poems: they come under the general 
hea<l of War Anthems (compare xx, xxi). One is a hymn of <lefeat, the other of victory. 
There is antiphony as between People and King. Apparently Ix is to he considered a 
dramatic psalm (see on iii), the final couplet of the people implying deliverance, so far as 
recovered confidence in God. On the other hand, cviii has the more extended form of 
the Dramatic Anthem (sec on ix-x): the opcl'ling triumph, the trouble recalled in the 
King's solo, and the resumption of triumph in the People's chorus. [Ix has quatrains, and 
half quatrain at close, enveloping sextets with couplet lead: antiphonal. - cviii has two 
quatrains an<l a half at the commencement, the remaining half quatrain at the close, envelop
ing sextets with couplet lead: antiphonal.] 

lxi, lxiii have been already discussed in the note (page i536) on Direct Metaphor. 
[lxi is in quatrains. - lxiii is in triplets and sextets: apparently an example of Duplica
tion (page i521).] 

lx1i. This song of Trust is antistrophic in form, with the peculiaritv of initial refrains. 
The refrain opens the chief image of the song, God as a rock: the strophe picl ures perse
cution, using the contrasting image of a tottering wall. The antistrophe reiterates the 
irlea of God as a rock of refuge, adding the image of a balance for the weighing of the foe. 
The conclusion makes a grand formula of judgment, on its two sides, of power as against 
the persecutor, and merry for the oppressed. [Antistrophic (in stanzas), including initial 
refrains: 3, 3: with gnomic conclusion.] 

Ixiv. A Conspiracy of Iniquity is pictured: treacherous foes, who fight with wor?s and 
snares and secret schemes. There is a suggestion of the sudden arrow of God, with the 
\riumph trans~rred to the ri.ll;hteous. [Quatrains.] 
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lxxii. See on ii. This psalm has usually been interpreted as an encomium on Solomon, 
founded on the oracle of his kingship In II Samuel, chapter vii. 16. But (in spite of the 
court formula, 0 /1ing live for ever) the words, They shalt fear thee white the sun endureth 
.. , throughout alt generations, are against a personal interpretation; and the suggestions 
of universal dominion rather favour an application to the ideal Messianic king of psalms ii 
and ex. Against this last, however, the opening couplet has force: Give the king thy 
judgements ... and thy righteousness unto the king's son. The title I have affixed to 
the psalm suggests the idea of a dynasty of righteousness, as a conception intermediate 
between the original idea of a king, glorious, but ruling Israel only (e.g. xx, u<i, etc.), and 
the mystic king over the whole world. [Antistrophic (in strains): 9, 9.) 

Book III 

lxxiii. This psalm, though fascinating to the reader, is difficult of interpretation, with 
the same difficulty that has been already noted in connection with xvi and xlix. The topic 
is the great mystery of prosperous wickedness; and into the language of the closing verses 
it is only too easy lo read the modern doctrine of a future world in which are redressed 
the inequalities of this life. Yet it appears to me certain that no such interpretation is 
possible in the present case. The general consideration applies: this conception of a 
future life is so revolutionising that, if held at all, it must make itself prominent, and not 
appear merely as an allusion. Such is found to be the case, not only in (late) works like 
The Wisdom of Solomon, where immortality is firmly held as a doctrine; but e\·cn in Job 

(see Introduction, page 1494), where the iclea is caught at and dismissed: even this 
brief touch of the doctrine makes ·itself unmistakable. In the present case we have, not 
(as might at first appear) a mystery and its sudden solution; but rather a failure of faith 
in a received doctrine which at the last moment is suddenly strengthened. The psalmist 
contemplates the prosperity of the wicked, and the scepticism as to a God of judgment 
which this tends lo engender, until he is almost caught in the mist of doubt himself: noth
ing but loyalty to his faithful brethren hinders him from yielding. In this painful conflict 
he goes into the sanctuary of God: in a moment his failing faith is confirmed. Faith in 
what? That this prosperity of the wicked is only a dream: when God awakes he will 
overthrow them, but keep the pious by his side. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel 
all through the night of trouble, and afterward receive me u·ith glory when the visitation is 
passed, and the righteous are found triumphant. The other view has been much assisted 
bv the next line; Whom have I in heaven but thee? But that this can have no reference 
to heaven as the sphere of immortal life is sufficiently shown by the parallel line: And there 
is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. Note again the threefold surely, as a guide to 
the critical points in the thought of the psalm: the first emphasises the conclusion, Cod 
is good to Israel, whatever appearances may suggest; the second marks the nadir point of 
the psalmist's scepticism, that piety was all vain; the third marks the healing thought, 
the slippery prosperity of the wicked. - One passage is difficult in its phraseology: 

Therefore his people return hither; 
And waters of a futt cup are wrung out by them. 

Assuming the correctness of the text it is best to interpret: God's people from this srectacle 
of the untouched prosperity of evil men turn round to their own hard life, and wring cut 
bitter tears at the contrast. [The structure has been pointed out above (page 1522): antis
trophic inversion: strophe, four sextets (of doubt) with a quatrain climax (of almost 
yielding) - antistrophe, quatrain (this yielding checked) and four sextets (of restored 
faith).] 

lxxiv. Elegy on the Ruined Sanctuary. Antistrophic inversion makes the first part: 

Remonstrance with God 
Picture of the proceso of Destruction 
Destruction extended to the whole land 

Appeal: How long? 

Then, in simple antistrophy: God's wonders of old time, balanced by an appeal to execute 
judgment. - We see not our signs: either (1) sacred symbols, which have been destroyed, 
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ind heathen symbols (standards) put in their place (compare: the abomlnae-ion of desola
io11 sl<111di11g in tile holy place); or (2) signs of prophecy or miracle (compare Ecclesiasticus, 
:hapter xxxd. 6). [Structure: (1) Antistrophic inversion (in lines): 5, 6; 6, 5. -
2) r\ntistrophic (in couplets): 6, 6.] 

lxxv. A simple Song of Judgment. After an introductory couplet, celebrating the near 
~pproach of judgment, we have in a strophe the brief trenchant words of Deity; in antis
rophe, flowing bn~tmge of delighted recognition. (Structure: antistrophic (in strains): 
1, -I: with introduction.] 

lxxvi. One of the Sennacherib psalms: see on xlvi. It simply celebrates the glorious 
lcliveranre, using the hold image of the lion leaping out of his lair (compare lion of the 
ribe of Judah): the o\'erpowering wonder of the destruction of Sennacherib may explain 
.his. - The residue of wrath shall thou gird upon thee; i.e. shalt thou use as a weapon 
'or achieving thy purpose. The whole couplet implies: ]\fan's rage is forced to work 
::iod's praise. Dol'S he ,·et resist? his resistance shall be a fresh weapon against him. 

Ix.xvii. For the difference between this and the dramatic psalms sec note on iii. 
rrouble is brought forward, and there is relief: not the dramatic relief of the trouble there 
ind then remo\'ed, but the psalmist comforts himself with God's wonders in the past. The 
wonder thus recalled is the passage of the Red Sea: here again God's people were wedged 
Ln impassable trouble. Waters gather in tempest, there is lightning and earthquake: all 
rolls away, and the obstructed path of God is seen stretching through the sea itself, o>"er 
which Moses and Aaron lead the people as simply as a flock of sheep. [Sextet stanzas of 
strains.] 

lxxviii 

National Hymns. Four psalms (lxxviii, cv, cvi, cxxxvi) may be set down as the 
National Hymns of Israel, corresponding lo the 'National Anthems' of modern nations. 
They are dernted to the history of the relationship between Jeho\'ah and his chosen people: 
that they arc four, and not one, is due to the changes in that relationship. 

cx:xxvi is the Xational Hymn of the \\'ilderness. It has the primitive structure of a 
::iolu and refrain Chorus in alternate lines. The history here goes no further than the 
history of the wilderness, and never crosses the Jordan. - He gh-c//1 food lo all flesh: 
note the prominent position of this line as a reference to the manna; compare opening 
strophe of IXl'iii. [Each couplet is made up of antiphonal halves: these aggregate into 
stanzas of couplets: 4, 5, 6, i, 4: an example (page 1523) of Augmenting.] 

cv. This is the National Hymn of the Promised Land. The history is carried for
ward just so far as the conquest: Jie gave them lite lands of the 11atio11s, etc. Joseph is 
made prominent as the link between Egypt and Canaan. The hymn is in the simpleet 
style of joyous couplets. [Strophic structure (in couplets): 4, JI, 9, 14, 3, 4.] 

lxxviii. Very different is the third of these anthems: the National Hymn of the King
dom of Judah. It celebrates the rejection of the northern tribes, and the fresh call of a 
chosen people for Jehovah, viz. the house of David and tribe of Judah. The form um:ler 
which this matter is developed is a magnificent specimen of the pendulum rhythm: sway
ing of alternate strophes between opposite thoughts- between the Divine energy on behalf 
of Israel on the one hand, and on the other hand, the human frailty which defeats the 
Divine purposes. An elaborate introduction prepares the way, and when it reaches the 
words not stcJfast, the pendulum structure begins. 

Human frailty: the defection of Ephraim 
like armed warriors deserting on the field of 
ballle. [Sec page 1535.] 

Human frailty in the wilderness: distrust 
of God and lust after flesh. 

Divine energy: the wonder of the deliverance 
from Egypt. 

Divine energy of punishment: their lust sat
isfied and turned to a plague. 

Human frailly: a long course of sinning 
and repenting and sinning yet again. 

Divine energy of judgment: the marvels of 
plagues on the Egyptians side by side with 
marvels of protection for Israel. 
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Human frailty in the promised land itself: 
worship in the high places - withering of the 
people as their God fo"akes them. 

Final burst of Divine energy: a fresh call: 
northern Israel rejected, Judah and the 
house of David become the people of God. 

[Pendulum structure, in unequal strophes, with introduction.] 

cvi. Finally, we have this Hymn of Judah recast to make a National Hymn of the 
Caplivily. The inlroduclion, though in form an ascription of praise, yet implies the Cap
tivity in the petition lo he included in the salvation of the chosen. Then the pendulum 
structure obtains, hut with the history differently distributed. 

Frailty of the people in Egypt, and even at the 
Red Sea. 

Frailty: the lusts and envyings of the wil
derness. 

Frailty in faith as to the promised land: with 
the sin of Baal-peor. 

Divine Energy: the glorious deliverance of 
the Red Sea. 

Divine Energy: the wonder-worker of Egypt 
turns destruction upon his people, but Moses 
stands in the breach. 

Divine energy shown in punishment: the 
plague - but Phinehas interposes. 

Frailty at Merihah, even Moses giving way 
- frailty in yielding to the idolatries of Ca
naan itself. 

Divine energy of abhorrence: their God 
gives them into captivity, yet causes them to 
be pitied of their captors. 

A conclusion briefly prays for deliverance from captivity. [Pendulum structure, in unequal 
strophes, with introduction and conclusion.] 

. lxxi::.:. An elegy on fallen Jerusalem, in the form of antistrophic inversion: 

A picture of overthrow and desolation, with scorn of bystanders. 
How long thine anger on us and not on our destroyers? 
Forgive and deliver us. 

Let the picture appeal to God: change woe to triumph. 

[Antistrophic inversion (in strains): 4, 3; 3, 4.] 

lxxx. An elegiac cdehration of the desolated land, under a parable of a broken vine. 
[The vine is the national emblem of Israel.] The form has been explained under the hearl 
of Interru::ition (above, page i524). [Stanzas (of three strains) with refrains, interruplcrl 
by antistrophy (in couplets): 4, 4: the refrain (in modified form) interrupting the anti
strophic mailer.] 

lxxxi. This may he compared with the Festal Hymns (see on xxxiii), as being suitablr 
for any high occasion; it is also a testimony: a sort of lyrical' covenant.' An introductiun 
is in keeping with the festal occasion, like a flourish of trumpets. The rest is in the wor.Js 
of God: he recites (strophe) his deliverance of his people anrl his law against strange gods; 
then (antistrophe) laments the stubborn indifTerence that hinders the prosperity he Ion~• 
to send. Compare psalm xcv. (Antistrophic (in couplets): 6, 6: with introduction.] 

lxxxii. A brief yet vigorous Vision of Judgment. Professor Cheyne has well sug
gested that this is directed against high spiritual powers, the 'Sons of God ' of the Book 
of Job: these are held responsible for the wickedness in the world which their rule has 
failed to prevent. A couplet of introduction calls up the scene of God judging among the 
'gods'; a strophe contains the Divine remonstrance with these superhuman world rulers; 
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the antistrophe pictures their indifference, and the threat of God to reduce them to the 
ranks of mortal men. The conclusion is equivalent to Amen. [Antistrophic (in strains): 
3, j: with introduction and conclusion.] 

lxxxiii. This is a national Song of Judgment. The longer stanzas appeal against 
hostile races by name, praying that they may be like the foes of ancient times in their fate. 
The shorter stanzas intensify the appeal, with imagery crowded together of the dust storm, 

I the "·ind and the chaff, the forest fire, volcanic eruption, tempest; producing confusion, 
dismay, and a recognition that Jehovah alone is God. (1. Stanzas of four couplets. -
II. Stanzas of three couplets.] 

lxxxiv. The interpretation of this exquisite lyric has already been discussed, in the 
note on Interruption (page 1524), and again in the note on Direct Metaphor (page 1535). 
It is inspired by devotion to the House of God, and by the thought of the sacred pilgrimages 
to Jerusalem at the festive seasons. The triplet stanzas arc subjective, conveying the 
longings of the psalmist; the antistrophic portion paints an objective picture. The point 
of the second stanza is that the approach of the se:!sons of the pilgrimages stirs in the poet's 
heart longings like those of the hirds when the nesting season draws nigh. Then breaks 
in the picturing of the pilgrimages. Most blest of all, the man who dwells for ever in God's 
house: next blest is the faithful pilgrim - the way to Zion goes through his heart. Dreary 
spots on the route are converted for the season into gaiety by the flocking pilgrims, like 
dry places covered for a while with blessings by the brief spring rains. From stage to stage 
of the ascent to Zion the pilgrims go on, until all have presented themselves before God. 
An antistrophe breaks into the Song of the Pilgrims in Zion. It is interrupted in the middle 
by an interjected triplet stanza, parenthetically repeating the poet's longing: one day of 
such sacred joy outweighs a thousand days of ordinary life. Then the Song of the Pilgrims 
is continued to its conclusion. (Structure: mutual interruption. Stanzas of triplets are 
interrupted by antistrophy (in couplets): 4, 4: the antistrophic part being further inter
rupted by a triplet stanza.] 

lxxxv. This has been treated in the note on ix-x: Dramatic Anthems. 
J.xxxvi. See note on xxv: Liturgies. 
)xx.xvii. See note on ii. Zion pictured as the mother of nations: they crowd to be 

enrolled as her citizens. It seems best to make Zion the speaker throughout: the thee of 
line 3 merely implies that she is addressing herself. (Compare xci.) The linal couplet is 
diflicult through its abruptne'5. It may be interpreted (1) lo suggest a procession of the 
nations (compare psalm !xviii); or (2) that not nations onlv but all forms o· human ex
cellence have their fount in Zion: no origin is boasted of, exec.pt origin out of Zion. (Sextet 
stanzas.] 

lxxxviii. The gloomiest of all the elegies: trouble without the least break or shadow 
of relief. The picture seems Lo he of a lifelong severance from human intercourse by 
incurable disease. I am compelled to agree with Bishop Perowne, as against Professor 
Cheyne, that the psalm is certainly personal and not national. IL is true that the expression 
sometimes made an objection to the national interpretation, I am ready to die from my 
youth up, can be paralleled in application to Israel from psalm cxxix; but the total impres
sion is of personal woe, and there seems no reason for interpreting this metaphorically. 
(Stanzas (of couplets): rn, IO.] 

lxx:xix. This has been fully discussed in the note on Interruption (page 1524). 

Book IV 

xc, xci 

The traditional title to xc, A Prayer of Moses the man of God, is sufficiently explained 
by the fact that this psalm and the one that follows it seem to be expansions of two lines in 
the Blessing of Moses ( Dru/eronomy, chapter xxxiii. 27): 

Tlte Rlenw/ God is thy dwelling place, 
And underneath are the c1•erlasting arms. 

Psalm Xe, in its first section, starts with the expression of the first line of that couplet, 
and expands the contrast between the eternal dwelling place and the passing generations. 
The second section, still on the gloomy side of the topic, leads with the further thought 
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that the passage of life's moments is the wrath of God upon man's iniquities. Then comes 
a change in the spirit of the meditation. The third leading couplet connects the numbering 
of our days with the bringing of wisdom: the past of affliction is as night, let the present 
moment be the morning of blessing, which shall extend to the whole day of remaining lifr, 
a day of established works and reflection of Divine beauty. - xci <level.ops the other !inc 
of the couplet, the protection of the everlasting arms. Each strophe sta_rts from the main 
idea of dwelling place (or its synonym), crowds together expressions of protection, anrl 
finds a climax, the first in the reward of the wicked, the second in God's own word of 
protection for the good. - He shall deliver thee, etc. The psalmist is addressing himself: 
compare lxxxvii. [Structure: xc has stnnzas of live strains, each with a couplet lead. -
xci is antistrophic (in strains): 8, 8.] 

xcii. A Votive Hymn: see on xxxiv. As in the case of I xvi, the antistrophic form 
separates the two elements of a Votive hymn - general and personal: the strophe cele
brates the ' work ' of God in the overthrow of the wicked; the antistrophe tells how the 
righteous singer has been exalted, and wilrcontinue to flourish. [Antistrophic (in couplets): 
6, 6: with introduction.] 

xciii. This has been analysed as an example of Suspension: page 1524. 
xciv. A Song of Judgment, in the form (see page 1521) of leads and stanzas. After 

a general introduction, there are three leads of interrogative appeal, each followed by 
one or more stanzas. The first asks, How long shall the wicked triumph: three stanzas 
support this, developing the thought (1) of persecution without regard to God; (2) that 
the Creator must be cognizant of his creation; (3) that the persecution is God's chasten
ing to prepare for the coming triumph. - Another lead asks, Who will be champion for 
us? the reply is that without God's championship we must have perished. - The third 
lead is a protest: Shall organised wrong have God on its side? The stanza proceeds, that 
the wicked are acting in that spirit, but judgment is near. [Three couplet leads, followed, 
the first by three octet stanzas, the other two by single sextets.] 

xcv-c 

This is an elaborate Festal Anthem: an approach to the modern oratorio. The separate 
psalms have been called Accession Hymns: they celebrate Jehovah as creator and ruler of 
the whole earth, as well as the special God of his people Israel. The working together of 
the five into a single festal composition is clear. The whole falls into five parts: I, I IJ, 
and V (that is, the beginning, middle, and end) are of the same pendulum structure, that 
alternates between praise to Jehovah and motives for that praise. Separating these (II, 
IV) are songs in other rhythm, dwelling more composedly on the greatness and goodness 
of God. 

I ( = psalms xcv-xcvi) alternates ejaculations of praise with such motives as tlw 
supremacy of Jehovah over the earth and all gods, Israel the sheep of his pasture 
(here the tender voice of the Shepherd is heard; compare lxxxi), the coming of 
judgment. 

II ( = psalm xcvii), changing from this ecstatic alternating rhythm to the more 
measured joy of antistrophic structure, puts sicle by side Jehovah in his own glory 
and attributes, and the shame of idols and their worshippers. 

III Again at the centre (psalm xcviii) we have a new song, and as before the swaying 
between praise and matter for praise. 

IV ( = psalm xcix) has the more measured rhythm of antistrophic effect. Jc
hovah is adored as great and terrible (awe inspires the refrain, Holy is he); Jeho
vah establishes equity for Israel (refrain of exultation). - In antistrophic balanc .. 
to these: the faithful among the fathers called and found God an answerer uf 
prayer (refrain of awe); they found him a God of vengeance and forgiveness 
(refrain of exultation). 

V ( = psalm c) briefly alternates praise with the leading motives: we are the people 
of his pasture - his mercy endureth for ever. 

[Structure: antiphonal throughout. - I, III, V have pendulum structure. - II is antistro
phic (in strains): 6, 6. - IV has antistrophic interlacing in sextets, differentiated by rnry
ing refrains.] 

ci. See on xxiv; Anthems for the Inauguration of Jerusalem. [Structure: 
couplet lead a.nd quatrains.] 
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cii. This has been treated in the note on Interruption (page 1524). (Structure: 
stanzas of three strains (personal) interrupted in the middle of the elegy hy stanzas of four 
couplets (national).] 

ciii-civ 

l'nifird b:> the ejaculation, Bless the LORD, 0 my soul, at the beginning, middle, and end, 
these twn psalms make up a glorious ode, celebrating God as the God of the personal, 
incli\'i<lual life, or the World Within (dii), and of the external universe, or the World 
Without (riv). As already pointed out (page 1520), the same rhythmic form obtains in 
~ach: stanzas of five strains, changing in the middle of each psalm, with a certain change 
of thought, into stanzas of four strains. 

ciii 

(Stan7.~S of five strains.] Blessings from Jehovah for the personal, individual life: 
the reference lo Israel is a suggestion how Israel from among the nations was 
brought into a personal relation with God. 

(Third and fourth stanzas: of four strains.] The frailty and brief life of man: 
God's tenderness and contrasting everlastingness. 

[Final stanza: of five strains.] From the personal life there is a rise to a climax in 
the higher pusonalities of angels and superhuman ministers, all serving J chovah. 

civ 

[Stanzas of Ji,-e strains.] God and the external universe: it constitutes his dwelling 
place and attendant pomp - his creation - the sphere of his government, anJ ex
hibition of his glory und order in all living things. 

(Sixth and se"venlh stanzas: of four strains.] The dependence of all these creatures 
on Jehovah: as he sends forth or withholds his spirit they flourish or droop. 

(Final stanza: of five strains.] The eternal glory of God in nature. 
cv, cvi. Sec on lxxviii. 

Book V 

cvii. This great Ode of the Redeemed falls in its structure into l wo parts. r. Stan,as 
with clouLle rdrnins: sec page r52r. - 2. Pendulum structure, swaying between the 
ideas of bringing low and building up. - A wisdom couplet concludes. 

cviii. See on Ix. 
clx. The combination in this psalm of execration with prayerful appeal brings it into 

connl'ction with the psalms I have called 'litanies.' (Sec on xxxv.) The expressions of 
execration arc more extended here than anvwhcrc else in the Book of Psalms; it is to be 
ohsrrved, however, that this is a curse dCnounceC upon one who loves cursing. The 
rhythm changes for these words of execration. [Structure: stanzas of four strains (of 
appeal), inll'rrupted in the middle of the psalm hy stanzas of Jive strains (of execration).] 

ex. A Song of the Ideal or l\iessianic King, made a con<jucror by J chovah, and made 
a Priest aftl'r the order of lllckhizedek. (Compare on ii.) The form of antistrophic 
interlacing brings out with great force and dearness the two oracles and their glorious 
fullilmcnt. - 011 the mountains of lwlinns: compare lxxxvii. 1. - From the womb of the 
morning, tlry ~·011th are to thee as the dew. The dew as simile for irresistihlc numbers is 
w.cd in Ilushai's speech (Tl Samuel, chapter xvii. 12). From the womb of the morning 
may either attach itself to this image, or may suggest the dawn of the day of victory. -
He slrall drink, etc.: continued pursuit, that docs nol stop for refreshment. Compare 
Saul and Jonathan. [Antistrophic interlacing (in lines): J, 4; 3, 4: or, oracle, fulfil
ment; oracle, fulfilment.] 

cxi-cxviii 

Psalms cxiii-cxviii constitute in Jewish tradition' the Halle!,' or' The Egyptian Halle!' 
(the latter probably from psalm cxiv), and were the proper anthem for the three Great 
Feasts, for the Feast of Dedication, and at the New Moons. Whatever subse<juent usage 
may have made it, the structure of this Halle! reveal• it as a Votive Anthem: as the Votive 
Hymn on a smaller scale (sec on xxxiv), so this on a larger scale merges a personal thanks
giving for deliverance in a general thanksgiving of the nation. Its various parts combine 
into a general movement, like the sections of a modern oratorio. The final section up to 
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which the whole leads (psalm cxviii) most clearly presents an individual Worshipper, 
accompanied by an escort or Chorus of the People, approaching the temple; in the centre 
of the psalm the temple gates seem lo open and reveal a Chorus of Priests. Thus three 
parties arc necessary for this anthem: the individual Worshipper, a Chorus of the Peoplr, 
and a Chorus of Priests. The whole of the Halle! lends itself lo antiphony between the·•" 
three officiants. It may be added that, as in the case of the Festal Hymns, the seven parts 
of this Halle! alternate bet ween matter for praise and the praise itself. 

I (psalms cxi-cxii). Byway of Preface to the Halle! we find an Acrostic Meditatio11, 
as in the case of other elaborate anthems (see 11ote to psalm i). It is double, both part.1 
havi11g the same structure [q11atrai11s with a fi11al sextttJ. The Preface takes the votin· 
colo11r of tire whole, the division betwee11 ge11eral und i11divid11al: the first part celebrating 
l/ir attributes a11d works of God, the second part tire blessed11ess of the God-fearing man. 

I I (psalm cxiii). We here have a General Doxoloi!y, but of a kind suitable to the 
votive spirit: the Chorns of Priests sing the exallali<)n of Jehovah, the People his 
condescension in deliverance of the lowlv. [Antistrophic (in lines): 8, 8.] 

III (psalm cxiv). Matter of praise of a national character is brought forward, and 
the great deliverance of the Exodus from Egypt is sung. In contrast to the old con
ception of local deity a God is seen whose dwelling place is his people, He moving 
as they move: at this marwl all nature is convulsed with excitement. [For the inlcr
esting example of antislrophic inversion, sec page 1522.l 

IV (psalm cxv). Another Doxology: this time the Doxology of Israel. Priests 
and People answer one another in exalting (;ocl above the idols of the nations, 
and proclaiming his goodness lo Israel. [Antiphonal in quintet and couplet 
stanzas.] 

V (psalm rxvi). Matter of praise is now brought forward in the Voti,·e Song of th<' 
individual \Vorshipper, and his personal deli,·erancc is narrated. There are refrains, 
whirh no doubt would be joined in or repeated by a Chorus. [Triplet lead, and 
stanzas of three strains: with refrain, enlarging.] 

VI (psalm cxvii). The Ccneral Doxology and the DoxolOi!Y of Israel are here 
supplemented with a brief Doxology of the Nations, in whirh they are called 
upon to laud the God of Israel. [A single quatrain.] 

VII (psalm cxviii). \Ve thus reach the climax: already described as a Processional 
Hymn, in which the \Vorshipper whose vow is being performed, the Chorus of the 
People, and (later) a rhorus of Priests take part. [Antiphonal: strophic structure.] 
cxix. This is a tour de force of artificial structure: (1) gnomic sayini>;s on the subjel'l 

cf the Law of God are strung together with alphabetical connection; and (2) every verse 
contains some synonym for the word Law. The apparent exception in the ht section is 
explained by regarding the first four lines as a single sentence with the double equivalent, 
Judgement and Justice. [Stanzas of eight couplets: acrostic.] 

cxx-cxxxiv 
Fifteen psalms stand together, with the title a nixed lo each of A SonJ? of Ascents: evi

dently we have a psalter within the psalter. The significance of the title is a question of 
great interest. The literal translation of the title is Songs of the goings up. One inter
pretation of this (by Armfield in his Gradual Psalms) is founded on a Talmudic passage 
describing a portion of the second temple: 

and there were 15 steps correspo11di11g h the 15 steps in the psalms upon which !hi' 
Levites said t/1e song: 

the suggestion is thus Orchestral Psalms, or Hymns of High Ritual. This, however, has 
no special relevancy to the matter of the poems. Two other theories have obtained widl'r 
acceptance; one connecting these poems with the Pilgrimages to Jerusalem at the Great 
Feasts, the other with the Return, or going up to J erusalcm from Babylon. There is no 
difficulty in combining those two theories, especially as some of the psalms are obviously 
connected with the Captivity and Return, while others with equal clearness associate them
selves with the Festal Pilgrimages. And under this last head may be included the family 
songs (cxxvii, cxxviii, and perhaps cxxxi), such pilgrimages being great family gatherings, 
as the incident in St. Luke reminds us; also the temple hymns (cxxxii and cxxxiv). It is a 
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!Striking and beautiful idea to present the return [rom Babylon as the greatest of pilgrimages 
~o Jerusalem; nothing rould be more probable than that, in the festal journeys to the second 
ltemple, this mighty deliverance woulcl take its place side by sicle with the traditional 
!pilgrim songs. A slight confi.r':"ation of this combination may he .founcl in the order of 
'the fifteen psalms. though this 1s not a point on winch I should cles1re to lay much stress. 
,At first the order seems puzzling: the depressed son!(S of exile are not separated from the 
joyous pilgrim hymns. Ilut it must be remembered that the compilers of our Bo?k '?f 
Psalms are influenct·d by fivefold structure (compare page 1463): the whole collection 1s 
divided by doxologies into five books; the great Anthems xcv-<: and cxlvi--cl are reallv. i1' 
five divisions, and the Halle! (cxiii-cxviii) admits of such arrangement. If the collecl1o:i 
of Songs of Ascents be divided into five divisions of three psalms each, it will be seen th<ti 
ea<h section combines celehration of the pilgrimage from captivity and the pilgrimage' 
to the feasts in an interesting manner. 

cxx. The Exile's Crv 
cxxi. .\ Travell~r's Hymn: The LORD thy keeper 

cxxii. Salutation on arrival at Jerusalem 

cxxm. Prayer of the Despised Exile 
cxxiv. The Exile's Song of Deliverance 

cxxv. The Pilgrim's Song to Mount Zion 

cxxvi. Seecltime or the first glimpse of Deliverance 

~!;;::;. I Family Songs 

cxxix. Litam· of Affiicted Israel 
cxxx. A. Cry from the Depths, ending with Hope 

cxxxi. The Quiet Soul: perhaps a family song 

cxxxii. Temple Dedication Hymn 
cxxxiii. Song of linity: the gathering on Zion 

cxxxiv. A Recession Hymn from the Temple 

Though the point is not to be pressed, there is a suggestion in the order of the several 
sections of festal pilgrimages contemplated with the Captivity as a starting-point. 
• cxx. An Exile's Cn· for delivrrance: the 1\1 eshech and K edar need not be understood 

literally, but as expressions for infinite distance. - 'Vhat is the point of lying lips, deceit
ful to11i;11e? These are not specially relevant to the oppression of an exile's lot. Is it 
po»ible that the idea is of foreign language heard all around as an aggravation of exile? 
This is made a katurc or similar circumstances in Isaiah, chapter xxxiii. 19, anrl 1Jeu
tero110111y, chapter xxdii. ~9· [Quatrains: aabb.] 

cxxi. A Traveller's or Pilgrim's Hymn, its effect turning upon reiteration of the word 
keep. [Quatrains.] 

cxxii. Hymn of the Festal Pilgrimages, saluting Jerusalem on arrival. [Quatrains: 
aabb.] 

cxxiii. A Prayer of the Despised, with local colour from exile in regions of oriental 
slavery. Bishop Pcrmrne quotes from Savary's Letters Oil Egypt: The slaves st<wd silent 
at the bottom of the rooms with their ha11ds crossed oi•er their breasts. With their eyes fixed 
upon their mastrr, they see.k to a11ticipate every Dile of his wishes. He also 'luotes Latin 
phrases of slaves: oculos in oculis heri habere, ornlos mmquam ab oculis di11101•cre. [Qua
trains.] 

cxxiv. Antistrophic form applied in the simplest manner to express a sense of deliver
ance. For the parenthesis outside the rhythm, N uw let Israel say, compare Hezekiah's 
Song (page 510), and abo,·e, on xi. 

cxxv. The sight of the Holy City on its mountain elevation suggests the foundation 
principles of God's providence. Compare the antistrophe of psalm xxxvi. [Strophic 
£=tructure in strains.] 

cxxvi. The deliverance from captivity in Babylon came in instalments. The present 
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song expresses the point of view of those left behind when the first rnmpany of returning 
pilgrims has set out: laughter and tears have met for them. But this is but the seedtime 
of the Return, a glorious harvest will come; and the rivulet of pilgrims will swell like the 
rivers of the dry south when the winter snows melt. [Antistrophic in stanzas of double 
<]Uatrnins: 2(aabb).] 

cxxvii. The exact exegesis of this lyric morsel is difficult: the difficulty centring upon 
the relation to the context of the words, He giveth unto his belo••ed sleep. The view I 
have adopted makes a simple antithesis (compare xix, xxxvi) bet"een the life of anxious 
toil and the peaceful home life with quiet growth of family. [Antistrophic inversion (in 
lines): 4, 3; 3, 4: the structure of psalm ex inverted.j 

cxxviii. A lyric of the simple life: daily bread, family joys, prosperity of the native 
city. [Quatrains.] 

cxxix. This is a litany (compare on xxxv) in the sense that it combines the mood of 
denunciation with that of prayer. The psalm is of course national. The foes seem to be 
factions rather than external foes: the curse denounced compares them to the neglected 
and withered grass of the housetops that is never garnered: they are to be in Israel, ycl 
no part of its community. [Quatrains: aabb.] 

cxxx. This is either (1) personal experience, with a postscript adapting it to the Israd 
of the exile; or ( 2) a national prayer, the nation addressing itself in the last stanza. The 
change of metre for the last stanza favours the former alternative. [Triplet stanzas, with 
a final quatrain, which is perhaps a postscript.] 

cxxxi. This, like the last, can either be personal, with a postscript making it national, 
or national throughout. Again the change of metre favours the former view. [Triplets, 
with a final· couplet, perhaps a postscript.] 

cxxxii. Sec on xxiv: Inaugural Anthems of Jerusalem. 
cxxxiii. A Song of Unity in view of the gatherings from all over the land at the sacrl'd 

feast ; the dew (for this as an image of assembling rnullitudes compare ex) of Hermon 
has descended upon Mount Zion. [Couplet lead, and two stanzas of one strain each.J 

cxxxiv. A natural close fo.- this collection of pilgrim hymns: the retiring Congrega-
tion and the Night-Watch bid one another Good Night. [Antiphonal and strophic.] 

cxxxv. This Festal Hallelujah reproduces on a smaller scale the alternating structure 
of the Festal Anthems (xcv-c, cxlv-cl) and the Votive Hymn (cxi-cXYiii); but the alterna
tion is rather between choral and semichoral celebration than between praise and matlt·r 
for praise. 

Full Chorus. General exaltation of Jehovah. • 
Semichoral Antiphony. His rule over nature and Israel (compare psalm cxxxvi). 

Full Chorus. Jehovah exalted above the idols. 
Scmichorat Antiphony. All ranks unite in his praise. 

Full Chorus. Final ejaculation of praise. 

[The structure can only be classified under the head of antiphonal: three quatrains, four 
antiphonal triplets, three quatrains, four antiphonal lines, concluding couplet.] 

cxxxvi. A Nationnl Hymn: see on lxxviii. 
cx,xxvii. An Elegy. - r. Plaintive memories of Zion in Babylon. 2. Passionate 

recollection of Babylon in restored Jerusalem. [Structure antistrophic (compare page 
1522): r. aabaa, aabaa; 2. aabbb, aabbb.] 

cxxxviii. A Song of Thanksgiving in general terms: the cause has triumphed in th" 
individual. [Quatrain introclurtion and triplet stanzas.] 

cxxxix. A dramatic psalm, see on iii: its movement and dramatic change in t~e middlP 
are most impressive. At the opening the sense of Divine omniscience and omn1presem·1~ 
is realised as an oppressive burden; in space there is no escaping it, in time it st_retcl:L·:-. 
back to birth itself. This climax is al.so the turning-point: as the poem passes mto IL• 
antistrophe the thought of birth has suggested the omnipresence of God watching the 
helplessness of the unformed body. The new current of ideas gathers strength, until Go~'s 
countless thoughts on behalf of the psalmist have become to him a joy; in a burst of purity 
he takes sides against the enemies of God; and finally (by an effect resembling the envelope 
figure) changes the opening burden into an aspiration. The title, The Searcher of Hearts 
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'tliy .llaker, gives the proper emphasis to the thought which proved the turning-point. 
Antistrophic (in strains): 12, 12. Modified envelopment, page 1523.] 

cxl. A Cry for Deliverance, with the usual liturgical denunciation (see on ][l[l[V). 
Quatrains, with initial refrains.] 

cxli. A prayer of Consecration, not only to God, but also to the cause of the righteous 
compare opening of xvi). The psalm is very obscure, and the text is generally believed 
o be corrupt. As it stands, the best arrangement seems to be to understand triplet stanzas, 
•ne of which is duplicated (page l 521): this sextet (as the indenting in this edition shows) 
1eing an interweaving of two triplets which separately would read as follows: 

For evrn i11 their calamities shall my prayers continue, 
And they shall hear my words, 
For they are sweet. 

Tlieir judges are thrown dcncn by the sides of the rock: 
As when one ploweth a11d clem•eth the earth, 
Their bones are scattered at the grave's mouth. 

Tlieir judges - the champions of the righteous, who thus unsuccessfully defend them.) 
[he effect of the interweaving of these triplets is to make a vivid picture of the calamities 
>f the saints interrupt the speaker's professions of fidelity to them amid their troubles. It 
s an effect akin to interruption: the nearest parallel I can find is the mutual interruption 
>f images in Bildad's speech I page 1046-7, compare note on page 1526), by which the 
mage of the rush is in its development iillerrupted by another image of the spider's web, 
rnd then completed. fQuatrain introduction, and triplet stanzas, one duplicated.] 

cxlii. A beautiful though simple song of trouble and relief: the four lines of each 
;tanza present trouble, the hst two relief. [Sextets.] 

cxliii. ,\general prayer of distress, with no specialisation of the trouble. [Quatrains, 
>aning bet ween aabb, abab, abba.] 

cxliv. See note on i.x-x: Dramatic Anthems. 

cxlv-cl 

A Festal Anthem: compare on xcv-c and on CJ[Xl[V. There is first the prefatory 
meditation with acrostic structure: see note on i. Then we have alternation between two 
choruses, the first calling for praise, the second dealing with maller for praise. At the 
beginning the first rho•us speaks little more than ejaculations, while the second chorus 
has the place of prominence; from about the middle (bottom of page 873) the first chorus, 
with its calls Lo all orders of being to unite in doxology, begins to gain upon the first: at 
the close Lhcy answer in equal antiphony, until both unite in the climax -

LET EVERYTHING THAT HATH !IREATH PRAISE THE LORD. 

[Pendulum structure: antiphonal.] 

Notes on Lamentations 

The spirit of these poems, and the analysis of their movement, have been conveyed 
by the Introduction (page 1440) and the arrangement of the text. 

ii. 22. Terrors 011 e.•cry side. l\Ir. Strcane (Cambridge Bible for Schools) has this 
note: "Jeremiah here alludes, as is shown by the Heh. for terrors (wrongly translated 
neiglibouri11g villages by the Septuagint)"to the word .1fagor-missabib, which had been ;o 
constantly in his mouth." Compare Jeremiah, chapter vi. 25; xx. 3. 

Notes to the Song of Songs 

For the book as a whole, see Introduction (page 1443). For its metrical system see 
page 1527. 
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Title 

The title here adopted is that of the Revised Version: The Song of Songs which is 
Solomon's. This is a literal translation of the title in the Vulgate. In the Septuagint it 
stands: The Song of Songs which is Solomon. However it be read, there is no need to 
interpret it as implying that Solomon is the author; in the usage of Scripture titles the 
words might equally refer to the fact that he is the hero of the poem. It is a tempting in
':erpretation to understand Song of Songs as equivalent to liederkriintz: but the phrase is 

robably a translation of the title in the Hebrew versior.: The most lovely Song of So/0111011. 
i. 9. I have compared thee, 0 my /o1•e, to a steed, etc. See Introduction, page 1449· 
ii. 17. Be thou like a roe, etc. For this symbol, see Introduction, page 1448. 
iii. IO. The midst thereof bei111: inlaid with love from the daughters of Jerusalem. The 

meaning of this obscure phrase is probably love gifts, draperies worked by the women. 
iv. I. Thy hair is as a flock of goats. For this and the following symbols, see the 

Introduction, page 1449· 
iv. 12. A garden shut up is my sister, etc. Solomon uses this symbol of maidenhood 

in making his formal proposal of marriage, and the Shulammite keeps it up in her reply. 
v. I. Eat, 0 friends. Here the poet apostrophises his hero and heroine. See Intro

duction, page 1445· 
v. II. His head is as the most fine gold. For this and the expressions that follow, sec 

Introduction, page 1448. 
vi. 4. Terrible as an army with banners. A symbol expressing the awe which supreme 

heauty will create in the beholder. It is one of the many symptoms of the purity of the 
love celebrated in this poem. · 

vi. 10. Who is she that looketh forth. For the whole of this important passage, sec 
Introduction, pages 1446-7 .. 

vii. 4. Thine eyes as the pools in Heshbon. For all the symbols of this passage, sec 
Introduction, page 1448. 

viii. 5. Under the apple tree I awakened thee. The reference is to the royal party 
coming by surprise upon the maiden, who supposed herself alone in her own farrily vine
yard, as brought out in Idyl V. Awaluned need not be taken literally: it may mean, 
startled out of her reverie. 

viii. 8. We have a liUle sister, etc. The Shulammite is quoting words of her brothers 
spoken in her hearing when she was a child and unable to comprehend the double entendrc. 
Wall is a symbol for chastity, as contrasted with door for facility or incontinence. She has 
lived now to understand what it all means. It is hardly necessary to point out how natural 
such reminiscence is to the occasion, -the visit of a bride to home scenes with her husband. 

viii. II. Solomon had a 1dneyard, etc. This is a quaint and beautiful figure in whi< h 
the Shulammite expresses, amid" the home surroundings, her loving surrender of herself 
to her royal husband. Solomon had been the ' landlord ' - lo use modern phraseology -
of her ancestral vineyard, whereas her own family had simply been the vinedressers who 
rented it from him; Solomon had taken the thousand pieces of silver, where her brothers 
had only had the labourers' two hundred. So, she says, Solomon is the real owner of her 
heart; her family's share is like the mere labourer's pittance. 

Notes to Proverbs 

See Introduction to this book (page 1452), and to Wisdom literature in general (page 
1450). See also General Note on Metrical System of Scripture (especially pages 1519-24). 

Book l 

i. 8. For the structure of this and other epigrams, see Introduction, page 1457· 
i. 10. Pendulum structure (I, I; 9, 9): temptation (left) and resistance (right). 
i. 20. Introduction and Monologue, combining antistrophic and stanza structure. 

Three triplet stanzas (at beginning and enrl) contain appeal, while the intervening anti
strophic mass is made up of threatening. This last has the pendulum structure (5, 5; I, I: 
I, I; 4, 4), swaying between the obstinate sinners (right lines) and the retributive wisdom 
(left lines). 
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ii. 1. Antistrophic structure in two rhetoric masses. The first, a simple strophe and 
antistrophe (8, 8), contains the general position that Wisdom delivers from evil; the second 
mass is an antistrophic inversion (6, 8; 8, 6) enlarging upon this theme. . 

iii. 1. Free pendulum structure (i.e. not exactly antistrophic): the left hand lines 
emphasise the commandments, the right hand lines the reward. Compare vi. l and 
xxvii. 23. 

iii. 'n. Antistrophic inversion (4, 6; 6, 4). The unity of the sonnet is the conception 
of Wisdom as a prize. The middle strophe and antistrophe describe the richness of this 
prize; the opening strophe makes 'chastening' the cost at which it is obtained by the 
indiddual from the Lord; and the corresponding anti<trophe (at the end) explains the 
reason for this costliness - wisdom was the instrument by which the whole universe was 
created. 

iii. 21. Stanza structure: three similar quatrains. 
iii. 27. Strophe and antistrophe, precepts; conclusion, their sanction. The strophe 

and antistrophe exhibit 'variation' (see above, page 1519). 
iv. I. Introduction, and antistrophic interlacing (a b a'b'). The short lines make a 

theme, characterising the first strophe and its antistrophe (though, by 'variation,' appear
ing at different places in the two stanzas). The other strophe and antistrophe emphasise 
the theme. 

iv. 10. Strophe, the way of wisdom: antistrophe, the path of the wicked; conclusion, 
union of the two in a common image. The emphatic short lines appear, by 'variation,' at 
different parts of the strophe and antistrophe. 

iv. 20. Introduction and couplet stanzas, the last duplicated. 
v. I. Stanza structure. Introduction and conclusion, quatrains; body of the sonnet, 

four octet stanzas, of which the second is duplicated. (See above, page 152I.) 
vi. I. Free pendulum structure (i.e. not antistrophic): left hand lines describe the 

negotiation with the neighbour, right hand lines put the idea of suretiship as a snare, Com
pare iii. 1 and xxvii. 23. 

vi. 6. Strophe, the example; antistrophe, the appeal. 
vi. 12. A pair of sonnets on the same theme, a further bond being the figure seven 

common to lmth. The first is an example of' interruption' (see above, page 1526). The 
second is a number sonnet. (Introduction, page 14)8.) 

vi. 20. A combination of antistrophic and stanza structure. Two masses of anti
strophic inversion (4, 3; 3, 4 and 2a, 2b; 2b, 2a) denounce adultery in general terms. 
Then three similar quatrain stanzas compare this with other forms of sin. The thought 
is that dishonesty, though it must be severely punished, is at least an intelligible tempta
tion, but adultery is the act of a man void of understanding, 

vii-viii 

This and the following are the most elaborate and splendid poems in all Wisdom litera
ture; and they illustrate in the highest form the stanza structure and the antistrophic struc
ture respectively. 

A characteristic feature of the present poem is the device of Interruption described above 
(page 1526). The regular flow of stanzas is broken at critical points by single couplets; 
this has the efTect of musical rh\·thm interrupter! by recitath·e. Or, from section V, these 
couplets might be compared to words given out by the voice of the priest, which are caught 
up and carried on by the choir. Again, in the picture of temptation, which makes the sec
ond section, the actual speech of the temptress is an irregular mass outside the stanza struc
ture (compare the apo!rlumena of Greek h-rics), and this has a fine effect. 

The whole falls into seven sections. i. General introduction, in a ten line stanza of 
a.lternate parallelism; a similar stanza ~ppears at the close. II. The picture of tempta
tion, m sextets (varied), with effects of interruption as described in the last paragraph. 
III. An octet of alternate lines, putting the general moral. IV. The octet, but with 
varied parallelism, extends into the first part of Wisdom's monologue. V. But where Wis
dom begins to describe the attractions she has to offer, the stanzas lighten into quatrains 
(broken, as already said, by recitative). VI. As the climax of creative wisdom is reached 
th~ metre catches the crescendo, and the stanzas successively augment from 4 to 5, 6, and 
7 Imes. VII. The poem settles down to a calm conclusion in the metre of its introduc
tion, 
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ix. I. This is a supreme example of antistrophic structure. It is an antistrophic in
version (ab b a), of which each strophe is a sonnet complete in itself. I have Lhus described 
it as a Sonnet of Sonnets. The opening strophe, and its antistrophe at the end, are com
plete sonnets, in which Wisdom and Folly are heard to proclaim their blessings under the 
comrnon image of hospitality. Between these come two other short sonnets, antistrophic 
to one another, the one dealing with proclaiming (or reproving), the other with blessings, 
in application to wise and fools. [These short sonnets might also be classed as epigrams, 
in which case the germ couplet of each (see Introduction, page 1457) would Le the lim·s 
indented to Lhe extreme right.] Not only is the form of the whole based upon antistrophic 
inversion, but the middle sonnets repeat the figure, each having two triplets inverted. 

Book II 

This book contains 375 unit proverbs entirely disconnected. With a very few excep
tions they are couplets. Such however as xvii. l 5, xix. 23, xxi. 6 can best be arranged as 
triplets. Others, like x. 26, xi. 22, xvii. 3, hover on the boundary between c9uplet a11J 
triplet, since it is clear that two of the lines (as given in the text) might be made one. But 
they seem to constitute a special gnomic figure, which appears repeatedly in Book IV as a 
clear triplet (compare xxv. rr, 12; xxvi. I, 2; and others). 

xix. 7. l\Iany critics have regarded this as corrupt, apparently on the ground that all 
proverbs in this book should be independent rouplels. The previous note has expressed 
a diITerent view; and the sense of this proverb is clear and valuable. 

Book III 

The preface seems clearly to constitute this third collection a Wisdom Epistle, entrusted 
to a messenger lo convey to distant correspondents. Solomon is traditionally sai<l to have 
carried on such correspondence in riddles and dark sayings, with Hiram of Tyre and with 
the Queen of Sheba. 

xxiii. I, 4, etc. For the metre of these and other Epigrams the reader is referred to 
the Introduction, page 1457· 

xxiii. 29. The structure of this Riddle Sonnet is antistrophic, with inversion and 
duplication (6, 2; 4, 12). The first strophe (of six) puts the question-the symptoms of 
intoxication, and the second strophe (of two) gives the answering cause - wine. Tlwn, 
in reversed order, an antislrophe on wine is duplicated into a quatrain, and the antistropl1<· 
on the symptoms of the malady into a stanza of l 2 lines (or 6 couplets). 

xxiv. 30. Antistrophic structure: strophe, the mystery; antistropbe, the explanation. 
This sonnet and that commencing vi. 6 are constructed out of the same epigram germ (last 
five lines). 

Book IV 

Title. It is best to understand the term 'Proverbs of Solomon' here, and in the title 
to Book II, and in the General Title page, to he the description of a kind of proverb: viz. 
the unit proverb (couplet or triplet), and the simpler epigrams, as distinguished from the 
sonnets and elaborate poems. 

Comparing this book with Book II, we find the former to be an anthology from various 
sources of which the collection constituting Book II is one: a large number of proverbs an· 
common to the two collections. In this later anthology .there is an approach lo arrange
ment, in the 'Proverb Cluster,' by which separate aphorisms (some of them epigrams) 
are gathered together round a common theme. Compare xxv. 2; xxvi. 3; xxvi. 13; XX\'i. 
I7; xxvii. 23. This poem stands out by itself from all the rest of Wisdom literature. Tlw 
first four lines would make an ordinary epigmm; but the rest is of an entirely different char
acter. It is best to classify the whole, or at all events the latter part, as a Folk Song, em
bodying the traditional principles of primitive farming. Such a song is the prototype, nut 
so much of literary ' Georgics,' as of practical verse manuals like honest Thomas Tusser's 
Five Hundred Points of Good Husbandry. This accounts for its appearance in a collect10n 
of Wisdom literature. - Considered as a single poem it bas the free p~ndulum structure 
(compare iii. l and vi. 1,) swaying between farming operations (left lines) and the profit 
of these (right lines). 
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Book V 

This portion of Prrn!rrhs, like the other porlions, I have arranged as a colleclion of say
inus. The old idea thal the contents of Book I constituted a continuous poem has been 
ab~ndoned by most authoriLies, but some commentators of great weight still look upon the 
sayings of Agur·as consliluling a unity, or hold Lhat some of them are rebukes by orthodox 
scribes to the sceptical tone of Agur's awn words. In my own opinion the whole of Book 
V reads quite naturall\' as an anthology of disconnected sayings; and the burden of 
proof must lie with those who would dissociate this portion of Prrr.1erb• from the miscellane
ous character of all the rest. 

xx.x. I. For the spirit of this poem, see Introduction (page 1455). In metre it is an 
antistrophic inYersion (J, 4; 4, 3). If it seems straining to divide the final lines as I have 
done, I would support my arrangement by psalm viii. 4. 

xxx. 7, 15, 18, 21, 24, 29. For the metre of these' Number Sonnets,' see I1.troduction, 
page 1458. 

x.xx. 7. The Rnised Version (and also the Authorised) read: -

Two tirings harn I asked of thee; 
Deny me them 1101 before I die. 

Though there is no textual authority for the change, I have not hesitated to alter 'them' 
into' three.' Without this the sonnet would announce two things in its text, and enumerate 
three in its explanation. The form -

Two things have I asked of thee; 
Drny me 1101 three before l dw. 

brings the whole into conformily with the form of other Number Sonnets; compare verses 
15, 18, 21, 24, 2q of this same chapter. 

xxx. II. A Sonnet in stanza structure, with refrain. The last stanza is duplicated: 
compare sonnet on page 908. 

xxx. 20. This triplet pro,·erb might also be arranged as an epigram: -

So is the way of an adulterous woman: 
She cateth, 
A 11d wipeth her mouth, 

A mi saith, I have done no wickedness. 

:a:xi. I. The title in R.V. xxxi. r seems to constitute what follows (2-9) as a single 
composition: an ' Oracle' for King Lemuel composed by his mother. In form it consists 
of (1) an introductory exclamation (three lines), (2) a unit proverb, (3) an epigram. The 
last i< the most elaborate in structure of all Biblical epigrams. The germ couplet (see Intro
duction, pa~e 1457) is marle up of the first and third lines; each of these is buttressed by an 
additional line; then follow two quatrains, the first supporting the first line of the germ prov
erb, the second supporting the other line of the germ proverb. 

uxi. ro. In the original this is an acrostic: the 22 verses begin with the 22 letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet. 

Notes to Ecclesiasticus 

. For the hoo~ as a whole, sec Introduction, page 1458. See also General Note on Quo
tations and Buned Verses (page 1538), which relates almost entirely to this lxiuk. 

Title: Ecclesiasticus 

This is the title in the Vulgate, and seems to have come into use in the fourth century. 
It is antithl'lic to' canonical'; and is thus a book' for reading in church,' as distinguished 
from a book of authoritv in matters of faith. But in long usa~e the title has been so much 
identified with the' Wisdom of Jesus the son of Sirach' as to have become the usual name 
for it. 
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Preface by the Translator 

This is self-explaining. The materials it affords for determining the date of the original 
composition are not as <lecisive as they nt first appear, inasmuch as there are two kings bear· 
ing the name F.uergetes. But there is a fair consensus in favour of a date about 200 n.c. 

Textual questions are excluded from this w0rk, which accepts the text of the Revised 
Version, or its marginal alternatives. A remark, however, may be permitted on the pecul
iarity of Ecclesiasticw as the representative of a lost Hebrew work through a Greek transla
tion. There a,re otl1er versions, especially a Syriac Version; and experts are divided on 
the question whether this Syriac Version is made from the Greek translation or indepen
dently from the original Hebrew. The Revisers appear from their results not to have given 
independent weight to this Syriac Version. I point out in the notes a few passages where 
difficulties in the English text arc simplified if suggestions based on the Syriac Version be 
accepted. 

Author's Preface 

On this compare Introduction, page 1462. I called upon the Lord, the father of my I.ord, 
elc. For the suggestion of a verse quotation, see above, page 1539· The expression the 
fulhcr of my Lord seems impossible in a work of this date. The parallel sometimes cited 
(psalm ex. l) gives it but little support. The Revised Version has followed the unanimous 
authority of the Greek manuscripts. But it is pointed out (by Edersheim, in Ware's 
Commentary, and others) that the Syriac Version would giw unto the Lord, my Fathei·, 0 
I,.ord: suggesting a slight misreading of the Hebrew by the Greek translator. As pointed 
out above (page 1540), the reading in the English text is slightly less difficult if the passage 
be part of a hymn than if it he the words of l3cn-Sirach. 

With regard to the autobiographical matter of this preface, a question arises in con
nection with the words: Out of the manifold afjlictions 1'hich I had. Is the author reciting 
the mercies of a lifetime - deliverance from imprisonment, from fire, from dangerous 
disease, and the like? Or is he indicating a single terrible crisis from political danger 
threatening his life, all the other expressions of danger hcing metaphorical applications to 
the one? My own impression is that the latter is the true interpretation, and that a single 
crisis is being suggeste<l with the reserve that character>scs this writer in his references to 
himself. The whole reads exactly like the style of the psalms of deliverance, where the 
same question arises: sec note to psalm xxii (page 1438). If my inlerpretation is correct, 
this is another striking example of Metaphor Direct (see page 1534). 

Book I 

i. 1. This sonnet combines antistrophic and stanza structure (compare Proverbs 
i. 20 and vi. 20). In the series of stanzas there is the further effect of augmenting (see note, 
page 1521): from three lines to five lines, six lines; finally there is a return lo three linrs. 

i. 22. For these and other ' maxims,' compare Introduction, page i46o. 
i. 28. This pa'5age is variously translated. As rendered by Revised Version, the point 

of the comment seems to be that hypocritical worship is equivalent to rebellion against the 
authority of Gorl. 

ii. 7. Sonnet with stanza structure: intermixturc of two kinds of stanza: triple triple Ls 
(strengthened by refrains) anrl simple quatrains. The triplet stanzas convey exhortation 
and expostulation; the quatrains, confidence. 

iii. I. Essay in two paragraphs: Honour in general to parents - special consideration 
for parents in old age. 

iv. 20. Be not ashamed concemillg thy soul. The context shews the meaning of this 
to be: do not let shame hinder thee in a matter in which thv soul is concerned. 

v. 2. An Epigram. I understand this literary form (compare page 1457) to indicate 
a unit proverb expanded: two lines of an epigram (not necessarily consecutive) rontain the 
proverb germ, anrl the rest arc for exegesis or emphasis. The germ lines stand out to the 
left in the printing adopted in this work. In the present case, the first and third lines to
gether would make a proverb couplet. 

v. 9. For the Proverb Cluster, compare page 1461; and for examples, Proverbs xxv. 2; 
xxvi. 3, 13, r7. . 

The last epigram of this cluster is of a form that occurs only in two other cases (Prov-
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i erbs xxv. 4-5; and below, xxxvL 18). The comment precedes the text and prepares for it. 
I The present case is difficult, but the last two lines must be the germ proverb. The 'evil 
1 name' is the •great matter,' which incurs hostility; the point of the proverb is that the 
I double tongue is only a smaller case of the same evil. 

vi. 2. Assuming the translation of the Revised Version, \\'e must suppose the comment 
of this maxim to be an enlargement: one image is supported by another. But it must be 
confessed that the first image - of the hull - is very difficult .to catch. Ede"heim under
stands of a bull straying alone. It would be more to the point lo compare the blind rush 
of a bull against a wall to his own destruction. :r\'Iost commentators emend the Greek: 
by the smallest o[ changes (lzos stauros instead of hos tauros) the reading becomes "as a 
palm": this directly connects with what follows, and one image is preserved throughout 
the whole maxim. 

vi. 18. An Essay in three paragraphs: Pursuit of wisdom without understanding 
must fail - with under>tanding it will be a glorious success - if the means be applied the 
er1<l must follow. 

Sto11e of tru1/: compare 7..eclzaria/1 xii. 3. An athletic test: the unwise man will 
soon drop it. - ll'isdom is 11ccordiug to her name: this is one of the rt:cogniscd ditf1-
culties of the book. The natural explanation seems to be a play upon words in the 
original Hebrew, which, howeYcr, no Hebrew experts are no\\.' able to discover. 
Fritzsrhe, as an alternative possible explanation, understands reputation hy 'name •·: 
wisdom is as inaccessible as the high reputation in which it is held would lead 
us to expect. 

vii. 4. This difficult passage is best arranged as a maxim. The point of the exegetical 
comment is that pharisaism is a sort of spiritual ambition. 

vii. 19. and viii. I. Herc "·e find precepts of behaviour so grouped as to make two 
essays. The second, on adaptation of behaviour to various sorts of men, becomes slightly 
organic by the middle portion dealing with behaviour to woman. 

ix. 17 .. .\n Essay. The point of the first sentence, and so of the whole, is that it is 
wise speech (or instruction) that makes the artist in the art of government. 

x. 6. An Essa,· in three paragraphs: Pride is a disease and source of Divine visitations 
- no greatness is greater than the fear of the Lord - not outer things but inner qualities 
make true greatness. 

xi. 29. An Essay on the Choice of Company, in five paragraphs: The clanger of 
unknown company in a house - the good only are proper objects of charity - friendship 
not trustworthy until tested by adversity - the humble can only he defiled by contact with 
the proud - like will to likP, and riches cannot consort with poverty. 

xiv. 3. An Essay in two paragraphs: Niggardliness violates duty to self - duty to 
self emphasised by the shortness of life. 

xiv. 20. An Essay in two paragraphs: The pursuit and winning of wisdom - the 
successful in this are the £carers of the Lord. - Praise is not comely i11 tlze mouth of a sinner: 
comµare Introduction, page 1464. 

xvi. I. An Essay in two paragraphs: No safety for sinners in their numbers-as little 
in their insignitirance. 

The giants of old time: compare Genesis vi. 1-4 - the people of perdition: as the 
illustrations folio\\' in chronological order this would seem to refer to the Egyptian 
army drowned in the Red Sea - the six hu11dred thousa11d footmen: mm pare xl\'i. 8 
(page 1004). - A 11d there is a tempest which no man shall see: i.e. till it is upon 
them. - II u·hu shalt declare," etc.: the words in quotation marks ar(l suppose<l 
to be spoken by the man wanting in u11dersta11dillg of the following sentence. 

xvi. 24. Compare Introduction, page 1465; and for the quotations, S<:e above, page 
1540. This is an Essay, amounting to a (ormal rhetoric creed: a few words of solemn 
~ntrocluction, an<l four paragraphs: God the Creator of nature - Goel the Creator of re
sponsible man - responsil>ility inmlvts frailty and repentance, and the Creator is 1m•rdful 
- the Cre~tor's 01_nnipotence is a measure of his mercy. -The last paragraph is strikingly 
close to Wisdom xi. 21-6. 

He set his eye upo11 their hearts: i.e. the Creator has giVf'n man a portion of the 
Divine insight into the wonders of nature. Compare F.cclesiasles iii. 1 r. - Fnr 
every nation he appointed a ruler: there are t\\'o possible interpretations of this pas
sage. (1) It may refer to angelic overseers, such as are recognised in Lhe prologu<' 
to Job, and (aceording to Cheyne) in Psalm lxxxii. Or (2) it may be an assertion 
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of the theocracy of Israel (compare Deuteronomy xxxii. 8, 9). From the small prom
inence of angclology in· this work (if indeed it appears at all), I prefer the latter 
explanation. - He looketh upo11 the power, etc.: he is the Sun. 

xix. 20. An Essay on Wisdom and its Counterfeits, in six clearly marked paragraphs: 
Counterfeit knowleclge, the knowleclge of wickedness - counterfeit subtlety, hypocrisy -
counterfeit reproof, violence - counterfeit wise speech, as contrasted with wise silence -
counterfeit prosperity and adversity - counterfeit wit. 

xxi. 8. Like oue that gathereth himself stones against winter. The image is a difficult 
one, but I can olTer no better explanation than that of stones instead of wood. Or perhaps 
'stone' is used (as in Lulic iv. 3; xi. 11) as antithetic to' bread.' This passage and Rcrle
siastes iii. 5 suggest that' gathering stones' may have been a proverbial expression, of whirh 
the point is now lost. Eclersheim (in \Vace's Commentary), assuming a misreading of the 
Hebrew, translates: "stones for the tomb of his burial." 

xxi. 25. The lips of strangers will be grieved at these things: the R.V. gives it thus, 
adding that the Greek text is probably corrupt. If so translated, the words must be part 
of the preceding maxim; the ' these things' will be the gossip gathered by such eavesdrop
ping. 

xxi. 27. Satan: the only reference to Satan in this work. The proverb is too general 
to throw any light on the conception of this being. 

xxii. 16. I have felt considerable difficulty about the division of the text here; on the 
whole it seems best to make the whole passage an Essay on the Stcdfast Friend and the 
Uncertain. First we have three images of unstedfastncss; then two images of irritable 
behaviour, the last bringing the first mention of friendship as that to which the images are 
applied. The rest continues the theme of friendship and nagging behaviour. - For the 
quotation, compare page 1539. 

xxii. 27. A Prayer in Sonnet form. It furnishes an interesting application of duplica
tion to antistrophic structure (see page 1521); a quatrain question (strophe 1) has a coupl!'t 
answer (strophe 2); then the <]Uestion is duplicated into an octet (antistrophe 1), and tlw 
answer is duplicated into a <]uatrain (antistrophe 2). Strophe and antistrophe 2 have a 
line of invocation outsirle their structure. 

It is worlh while to note how blind to anythinfl like literary structure were thuse 
who were originally responsible for the division of chapters. Chapter xxii ends with a 
question of which the answer belongs to the first verse of the chapter followin~; 
although the form of question and answer are emphasised by heing repeated. 
Other examples may be noted at the beginning of chapters vi, xix, xxvii. 

xxiii. 16. An Essay in two paragraphs: Uncleanness and adultery in man - in 
woman. For the number sonnet buried in this essay, see page 1539. 

Book II 

Preface. On this Preface, with the Monologue it contains, see Introduction, page 1462. 
The Monologue is in alletnate parallelism, with a middle climax in stanzas (three sextets 
varied: for variation, see page 1519). 

That maketh ·instruction to shine forth as the light, as Gi/1011. in the days of vi11tage. 
Most commentators hold that the , Greek word translated ' light ' was a misread
ing for another Hebrew word signifying' the River,' namely the Nile. So 'Gi
hon,' besides being the name of a place in the vicinity of Jerusalem, is also used 
for tke Nile in the LXX of Jeremiah ii. 18. The run of the whole passage su~
gests the name of a river in this place; and the Syriac version so interprets it. 

xxv. 7. In the last line but one of this number sonnet the R.V. (with the greater part 
of the Greek MSS'.) reads The fear of the Lord. But this leaves the number sonnet without 
the tenth item promised by its introductory words: which is impossible. The Syriac ver
sion introduces (after the tenth line) the clause: J-lapp-y is he who is not cast down in poverty, 
A 11d who in misfortune does not lose courage. But this is evidently the conjecture of on<' 
who has not caught the form of the sonnet, in which the nine items are being enumerated 
in nine lines, and a longer expression is reserved for the climax. The reading The Love of 
the Lord has the support of one important MS., and makes the form of the sonnet exact. 

xxv. 15. The head of a serpent. So the Greek. But it has been pointed out that a 
Hebrew word has the two meanings of ' head ' and ' venom ': this was probably the word 
In the original, and it has been misinterpreted. 
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xxvii. 25. An Essay in two paragraphs: Vengeance and its retribution - forgiveness. 
xxix. 1. An Essay in four paragraphs: Lending and repaying - the ways of debtors 

- charity as a motive for lending - risks of lending. 
xxx. 14. An Ess:iy in two paragraphs: Health the supreme good - cheerfulness 

a promoter of health. 
xxxi. I. For the verse quotation, see page 1539. 
xxxi. 12. An Essay in five paragraphs: Greedy eating - moderate eating and 

health - hospitalit\' - temperance in wine - behaviour at a feast. . 
xxxii:. 7. An Essay tracing a~ analogy, in three paragraphs: One sunshine, yet God 

has made da-·s sacred and days secular -- one origin of man, yet God has exalted some 
and overthrown others - Good and Life, Evil and Death, these make one of the oppositions 
that are traced through all nature. 

The last paragraph is not an assertion of predestination of individuals (compare 
xv. 11 ), but an answer to the question, Why has not God made all men good? 

Book III 

Preface. See Introduction, page 1462. 
xxxiii. 24. An Essay on Servants, in two paragraphs: Work - good treatment. 
xxxiv. 13. The strurture of this Sonnet gives four similar triplet stanzas, the last ' in-

terrupted' (compare page 1526). 
xx:xiv. 18. An Essay in five paragraphs: Sacrifice with wrongdoing - sacrifice with

out rightdoir.g - liberality in offerings - sacrifice is not bribery - the power of humble 
prayer. 

xxxvi. Sec above, note to v. 9. 
:xxxvli. 7. An Essay in two paragraphs: Counsel-'-- different kinds of counsellors. 

The second paragraph is obscure; I have elsewhere interpreted it as follows. 
Man's whole experience for good or evil depends upon the direction of his purposes; 
and a force continually inAurncing these purposes is the speech of his fellow-men. 
Hence the importance of marking the characters of those who counsel. One type 
has the power of imparting instruction, but no morale to make the instruction 
worth ha,·ing: for all his wisdom, he is unprofitable to his own soul. One is 
false in speech, and so wholly hateful. A third has his wisdom bounded by self
ishness; but what he is willing to speak will be worth marking. The truly wise 
will have not only wisdom, -hut also the desire to impart il to his fellow-country
men; his blessedness will be as' much beyond that of the other as a nation is wider 
and more lasting than an individual. 

:n:xvii. 17. An Essay in three paragraphs: Regimen in health - the physician -
regimen in disease. 

xxxviii. 16. For the poetic quotation, see page 1540. 

xx.xviii. 24. An Essay in two paragraphs: Wisdom of the busy - of the man of 
leisure. 

Book IV 

Preface w!th Encomium. It is not without great hesitation that I present this as a 
rhetoric encomium, and not a hymn. It must be remembered that the simple parallelism 
(of adjacent lines), as distinguished from high parallelism (between clauses widely sep
arate), is as thoroughly within the scope of rhetoric as of Hebrew versifimtion. On the 
other hand, there are clauses in this passage which suit prose literature better than verse. 
T~c introductory \'•:ords -Give utterance to his praise with the songs of your lips, and 
with harps; a11d thus shalt ye say when ye utter his praise - at first, no doubt, suggest a 
hymn to follow. But a careful study of the whole leaves on me the impression that what 
is added is intended as the philosophical theory on which praise is to he founded, not the 
praise itself. Again, the position of this composition in the whole work, in which rhetoric 
style can be seen to be steadily gaining ground as against poetic and strictly gnomic, 
favours the classification as an encomium. 

The argument is in two paragraphs: All things are good in their seasons- all 
things (even evil) have their uses. - The whole makes up the Philosophy of Times 
and Seasons cited and attacked in Ecclesiastes, chapter iii. 

:ii. II. A pair of Sonnets: each an enumeration working to a climax in the phrase 
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' Garden of Blessings.' The first has rot!plets of alternate parallelism, climaxing in a coup
let of similar parallelism; the second has similar triplets climaxing in a quatrain. 

xii. I. Sonnet in antistrophic structure with a conclusion (page 1522). 
xii. 14. An Essay in two paragraphs: What to be ashamed of - what not to be 

ashamed of. 
xiii. 9. An Essay in two paragraphs: Trouble from a daughter - from women in 

general. 
Book V 

xiii. 15. For the verse quotations, see page i540. 
xliv. 1. On the general matter of this encomium compare Introduction, pa5e 1467. 

For the verse quotations, see page i540. 
xlvii. 20. And I was grieved/or thy folly: see page 154i. 
xi viii. II. Blessed are they that saw thee ... for we also shall surely live: this 

important passage is fully discussed above, page 154i. 
xlix. 9. He remembered the enemies in storm: for this, and the difficulties of the 

sentences that follow, see page 1542. 

Page 1008 or Epilogue 

They that sit upon the mountain of Samaria. So the R.V. and all Greek MSS. The 
difficulty is that the fifth line, And that foolish people that dwelleth in Sichem, can refer to 
nothing but the Samaritans. The Syriac and other versions give in the first line, Mount 
Seir: suggesting that the original Hebrew word was a term for' mountain country,' which 
was traditionally used of a region of Edom. - If the R.V. translation be maintained, the 
only explanation can be a surprise saying, something like the familiar quotation: n The 
first thing in oratory is action, the second is action, and the third is action." But there is 
no case resembling this in the biblical epigrams or sonnets. 

Syllabus to Ecclesiastes 

***Each paragraph in this Syllabus represents a paragraph in the text. 

Prologue • 

All is Vanity 
The totality of things is incomprehensible, and the effort to interpret it is lost labour. 
In things of nature there is no movement which is not movement in a circle. 
In human inquiry there is no attainment. 
In the succession of events there is no advance. 
In the succession of human generations there is no continuity. 

Essay I 

in the form of a Dramatic Monologue 

Solomon's Search f.or Wisdom 

The Preacher identifies himself for the moment with King Solomon, as supreme 'n 
wealth and wisdom, in order to trace a fancy experiment: the turning reflection on to all 
kinds of human effort, only to find that they yield nothing to analysis. 

I. The accumulation without limit of all pleasures, including follies (but the ' wisdom.' 
or analysing power, being retained all through): the survey presents nothing that is not 
illusory. 

2. Analysis turned on to wisdom itself [the reflective faculty and its appropriate ex
pression in conduct]: this infinitely superior to its opposite, yet both are involved in the 
same death. 

3. Reflection turned on to • labour' [i.e. production of goods as distinguished from 
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onsumption]: this made hateful by the necessity of leaving to a successor who may be 
'fool. 

-I· Is wisdom to be found in appreciating the process [as distinguished from the result] 
•·hether of pleasure-making or labour? But such appreciation of life is a gift of God, and 
s not in the power of the seeker. T~e survey ends in illusion. 

Essay II 

The Philosophy of Times and Seasons 

A Theorv. - The sphere of wisdom does not lie in the Whole, but in the separate Parts: 
•ll things h~\·e an interest of their own [have their' seasons']. -This having been stated 
(in sonnet form) is met with four objections. 

r. The Parts have an inherent interest of their own- but equally inherent in man is the 
questioning of the universal, which can never be satisfied. 

2. The appreciation of this interest of the Parts is a God-given thing - and God acts 
on fixed principles which the individual cannot influence. 

3. The 'seasons' of things are seen reversed: wickedness in place of judgment. 
Objection. - Such facts argue an hereafter for rectification. 
Rejoinder. -The facts fit equally with the view that man is not ditl·rent in his end 

from the heasls. 
-I· There are things to which no ' season ' can give an interest: suffering under oppres

sion - skill attained at the price of bitter competition - effort recognising its own purpose
lessness. 

Essay III 

The Vanity of Desire 

Attainment without satisfaction. 
Attainment attended by hurt. 
Attainment attended by hurt and followed by failure. 
Side by side, a real good: God-given wealth with God-given satisfaction in it - and 

the worst of evils: God-given wealth and the satisfaction withheld. 
Desire prompts effort, only to encounter limitations inherent in humanity. 
Knowledge of what to desire belongs to a future which the short life never reaches. 

Essay IV 

The Search for Wisdom with Notes by the Way 

Wisdom [interpretation of the Whole] is unattainable: but tentative approaches may 
be made, notes on the analysis of things. 

Feminine temptation is worse than death. 
A wise man is a rarity; a wise woman not yet found. 
The Creator's design in man was moral: his own bent is utilitarian. 
The wise man's spirit is reflected in his countenance. 
Non-resistance a religious duty and a point of wisdom: within its limits there is safety; 

whereas the wisdom of resistance could only be proved in a future the individual will not 
li\'C to see. 

O:in is encouraged hy the spectacle of the oppressor and his innocent victim coming to 
the same end of death and oblivion: but in spite of such impunity it is not well with the 
wicked. 

The spectacle of the righteous unfortunate and the ~vicked prosperous brings despair 
of wisdom: there seems nothing better than enjoyment. 

The vastness of the survey of things makes wisdom unattainable. - This alone is more 
than any can solve: that the fate of the righteous for good or ill is a secret of God; the same 
death comes to all, and for the dead there is no portion in any thing. 

Happiness in life is the sign of God's acceptance: cultivate it before the grave cuts the 
life short. 
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Capacity does not secure allainment: time and chance happen to all. 
Wisdom achieving where strength failed is yet forgotten because united with poverty. 

Essay V 

Life as a Joy shadowed by Vanity 

Life is a thing of joy - tempered with responsibility - the coming days of vanity a 
reason for cherishing life while it lasts - the coming years of feebleness a reason for an 
early recognition of the Creator. 

Epilogue 

All is Vanity - Fear God 

The totality of things is incomprehensible. 
The function of wisdom [analytic] is limited: detailed reflections and the working up 

of these, for the purpose of stimulus [goads] and securing steps of advance [nails]- any
thing beyond this is lost labour. 

The summary of wisdom [practical]: human works within the limits of Divine com
mandments. 

Notes to Ecclesiastes 

For the book as a whole, compare Introduction, page 1469. 
Note on Literary Formula:, page 1536. 

Title 

Compare also General 

Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher. - The Greek word ' Ecclesiastes' was used by the 
translators of the Septuagint to express a Hebrew word Qoheleth. As the Hebrew wunl 
does not occur elsewhere, all that we can learn as to the original title may be summed up 
under two heads: (1) that it is connected etymologically with the general idea of 'collect
ing' or' gathering': (2) that the Seventy thought it represented by the Greek word the.1• 
used for it. This word, in Classical Greek, means simply a 'Member of Assembly,· 
and I see no reason why the title of this book need do more than suggest 'One of the \Vis<' '; 
the word' Counsellor' is often user! in this sense (e.g. Job, chapter xii. 17). The Vulgat<", 
however, interpreted it as the caller of an assembly, and expressed this by the Latin word 
Concionator; wJ1ich Luther further altered into Preacher, and this title has unfortunatcl1· 
survived. It is impossible now to alter it; but there is nothing in the book that fits in with 
it. 

The words of the Preacher, the son of Dai·id, king in Jerusalem. These words arc 
found in the R.V., but such editorial sub-titles are omitted in the present edition. There 
is no evidence lo show that such titles were part of the original works, or to indicate what 
authority of tradition they bring. On the other hand they are often out of keeping with the 
matter to which they are prefixed (e.g. Psalms xxxiv, Iii); or at least describe correct Iv 
only the beginning, and not the whole, of what they introduce (compare page 1462). In 
the present case they seem to be based on the opening words of Essay I, the addition uf 
an editor who did not perceive that such words would apply only to that essay. It may In· 
pointed out, n1oreover, that it was a tendenc~1 of antiquity to describe loosely a whole wrn \, 
by what was a prominent part of it. Thus the biblical title to Proverbs uses the exprcssio11 
" The Proverbs of Solomon," etc., although other authorship is recognised in the book 
itself, and further, the title" The Proverbs of Solomon" is repeated at the point (chapter~) 
where these actually begin. The title is further explained by the tendency (see page 1471) 
to speak of all proverb literature by the name of the Solomon who was regarded as its founder. 
To such an extent does this prevail in ecclesiastical tradition that Clement (of Alexandria) 
and Cyprian use ' Solomon ' even for Ecclesiasticus, although that collection of wisdom 
has an author who names himself, and is named at the outset by his translator. - It is 
hardly necessary to add that the words are of no force in the question of the authorship 
of the book. 
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Prologue 

For the general argument of the prologue, see the Syllabus. 
i. r. l"anily of t'lllrities: for this formula, see page 1536. -Saith the Preacher: for 

:the word Preacher, St'e abo,·e, page 1636. These or similar words constitute a formula 
:that partly takes the place of the My son of other wisdom books. It is significant that the 

llalln is only u,cd in the rpilogue. The older type of Men of Wisdom held a firmly es
tablished system, and so spoke down to their readers; the present writer ha.s failed to solve 
:life's mystery, and so speaks only as ' One of the Wise ' to others his equals. But when 
•he, in the epilugur, is proclaiming this negative attitude as the true wisdom, he falls nat
ura\h· into the authoritative Jli'• son. i: 7. All tlze rivers mn inio tire sea, yet the sea is not full; unto the place whither the 
wh.·rrs go, tlritlzcr they go agaiu. So far as a circle can be said to have a starling-point, 
ithis passage makes the sea the fountain for the round of waters: from the sea rises vapour 
which falls in rain on the land, percolates into rivers, and so runs back to the sea. Sim
ilarly' Homer: 

Tire mighty strength of Ocean' sfathornless flow, 
For/It out of whom all riioers and alt the sca-wai·es go, 
And all d,-ep-slmnbering welts andfozmtains sunlight plashing.* 

The same thought (with a slight difference in the process) is the foundation of one of the 
most beautiful similes in English poetry (in Sir John Davies's N osce teipsum). 

And as tlze moisture, oAtich lite thirsty earth 
Sucks from tlze sea, to fill her empty veins, 

From ou/ her ~ .. eomb at last doth take a birth, 
And runs a lymph along the grassy plains: 

Long doth she stay, as lotlt lo leai•e the land, 
From whose soft side site first did issue make; 

She tastes all places, turns lo every ltand, 
Her jlcrd.'cry banks unwilling to far sake: 

Yet nature so her streams doth lead ana carry, 
As that her course doth make no final stay, 

Till she herself unto lite ocean ma;Ty, 
Within wltose watery bosom first site lay: 

E'en so the soul, which in tlzis earthly mould 
Tlte spirit of God doth secrelly infuse, 

Bemuse al first size doth tlze earth behold, 
And only this material world she vie"&s: 

Al first her mother earth she lzoldelh dear, 
And doth embrace the world, and worldly things; 

She flies .close by the ground, and hovers here,· 
A ml mounts Jtot up with her celestial wings. 

Yet under heaven she cannot light on aught 
That with her heavenly nature doth agree: 

She cannot rest, she cannot fix her thought, 
Site cannot in this world contented be. 

I have thought it worth while to support this conception at full length, because so om
niscient a writer as Lorrl Macaulay blundered over it, and fastened his own blunder on 
the author he was reviewing. In the celebrated essay on Robert Montgomery occurs 
the following passage. 

•Iliad, xxi. 19 (Way's translation). 
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We would not be understood, however, to say, that Afr. Robert Montgomery cannot 
make similitudes for himself. A very few lines further on, we find one which has 
every mark of origi11ality, and on which, we will be bound, none of the poets whom he 
has plundered wilt ever think of ma/1ing reprisals: 

"The soul, aspiring, pan!s i/!s source to mount, 
As streams meander level with their fount." 

We take this to be, on the whole, the worst similitude in the world. i.: • .io ft• st 
place, no stream meanders, or can possibly mea11der, level with its fount. In the 11rxl 
place, 1f streams did meander level with their founts, no two motions can be less like 
each other than that of meandering level and that of mounting upwards. 

It is plain that Macaulay thought only of the prosaic fountain of a stream, which must be 
its highest point; Montgomery, with Homer, arrd Ecclesiastes and poetry, conceives th 
sea to be the true and ultimate fountain of the moving waler. Again, the reviewer parse 
the sentence wrongly, in not seeing that level was ' proleptic ' : when a maid " scrubs ;1 

floor clean " she scrubs it till it is clean, not when it is clean; so streams meander tilt they 
are level with their fount, the sea. So far from being original with Robert Montgomery 
the couplet is a legitimate echo of the much praised simile of Davies; and the whole verse 
about " tasting all places" and " turning to every hand " is summed up in the suggestive 
" meander " of the later poet. A poetic conception that trips up Lord Macaulay is one 
as to which the readers of the present volume will not object to be cautioned. 

Essay I 

For the argument of the essay, see the Syllabus. 
i. 12. I the Preacher was ki11g, etc. The author is here identifying himself with 

Solomon, for the purpose of describing, in his person, an imaginary experiment. (See 
Introduction, pages 1471, 1473.) 

ii. 3, 9. Mi11e heart yet guiding me with wisdom ... also my wisdom remained with 
me. The experiment included the pleasures that are called follies: he will give himself 
freely to them, but retain the wise reflecting power that can analyse them. (Compare 
above, page l 538.) On the idea of thus experimenting in folly see a note on Wisdom 
Discourse I (below, page 1650). 

ii. IO. For my heart rejoiced because of all my labour; and this was my portion from 
all my labour. The point of this sentence is that the imaginary experiment is successful 
considered as an experiment, that the goo<ls accumulated do bring their impression of 
pleasure: but when reAection is turne<l upon them there is no satisfaction. This elemen~ 
of the argument is necessitated by the fixed i<lea of the author, which recurs again and again; 
that a man may possess all objects of happiness, and yet may lack the happiness they ought 
to bring. (See Introduction, page 1475.) 

ii. 18. A11d I hated all my labour, etc. The Syllabus suggests the difference between 
this and the second paragraph: in both there is accumulation of good things, but the first 
experiment was accumulating only to consume: this is the interest of production itself, 
e.g. moneymaking, as distinct from spending a fortune. (See above, page 1473.) Both 
are distinct from the following paragraph, which deals with the process (of pleasure or 
labour) as distinct from the final result: appreciation of life as it flows along, not the achie·c.'
ment of great results in enjoyment. 

ii. 24. There is nothing better for a man than that he should eat and drink: for thcSl 
and similar expressions see above, pages 1537, 1475· 

ii. 24. This also I saw, that it is from the ha11d of God. This is the first appearance 
of what is one of the two positive ideas of the book - that appreciation of life (or 
natural h1ppiness) is the gift of God. (See Introduction, page 1473, etc.) 

Essay II 

For the general argument of this essay see t\le Syllabus. . 
In a sonnet a certain theory of life is stated, and in prose this theory is disn1ssed and 

rejected. The form of the sonnet is combination of stanza and pendulum structure. The 
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lallcr sways between one side and the other of a number of antitheses or 'oppositions' 
(se<' Ecc/esiastirns xxxiii. 7-15, and note on page 1633) which are regarded as identical or 
related: 

positive and negative 
production and destruction 
joy anrl sorrow 
collection and dispersion 
speech and silence 
love and hate. 

111. ;: • To everylhi11g there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven. 
These important words contain the gist of the theory of life which this essay is to review. 
Caution is required to prevent the misunderstanding of this epigrammatic statement of it. 
It i> natural to associate, as Plumptre and others have done, the expression 'time and 
season ' with the Greek word kairos, which in a particular phase of ancient thought was 
as prominent as perhaps the word' evolution' is.in our own day. But I wish to show that 
'time and season ' in the present passage represent a totally different set of ideas from 
'time' associated with other terms in other parts of Ecr:!rsias/es. 

The idea underlyin~ the special usage of the Greek word kairos is precisely that em
bodied in Shakespeare's familiar saying: 

T/u;re is a tide in the affairs of men 
lV /rich, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; 
Omitted, all the remnant of tlreir lit-es 
Is bound in shal/07.i.'S and in m'iseries. 

lt is part of the fatalism of Greek thought, but represents a favourable aspect of fate; 
the drift of things is irresistible, but an individual, by watching and adapting himself to it, 
tan make irresistible destiny achieve his purpose. Hence the maxim of Pittacus: "Know 
the kairos," the opportunity. Hence, at the opening of Sophocles' Electra, Orestes says: 

Tire true, right lime is come, 
The mightiest master of all works of men. 

The idea (in limited sense) has been allegorised by Spenser in his Occasio (Faerie Queene, 
II. iv): the lame Hag: 

Her lockes, that loathly were, and ltoarie gray, 
Gre-.v all aforr, and loosely hong umold; 
But all belrinde was bald, and worne away, 
That none thereof could ever taken hold: -

for of course we must " take time by the forelock." 
The same idea seems to underlie the expression ' time and judgement ' in one of the 

most difficult passages of the present work (viii. 5). The whole paragraph (see the Syllabus) 
seems to lay down the doctrine of passiYe obedience or non-resistance, and this argument 
is used: 

IV lroso krepeth the commandment shall know no evil thing; and a wise man's heart 
disc-rr11c:lz time and judgement. For to every purpose llzere is a time 1111d judgeme11t; 
brn111se the misery of man is great upon him, for Ire knO'lJ.•elh no/ //rat u·hich shall he. 
For wlro ca11 tell him how it shall he? Tlrere is no man tlrat hath plJ'li.•er over the spirit 
to rel a in //re spirit; neither hath he puwer over the day of death; etc. 

Within the limits of obedience to authority there is safety. But (the ohjertion seems to 
occur) is not resistance to evil the part of the wise man? The truly wi'c man (answers 
Ecclesiastes) knows that resistance to evil, like every other human action, is limited by its 
'Lime' ; and only the hidden future will show by the event whether the resistance is jus
tified by success, or proves a vain struggle against the inevitable. If this interpretation is 
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correct, 'time' here is used in the sense of the Greek kairos, and this is linked with the 
biblical judgement, the good or evil of a thing demonstrated by the event. 

Akin to this is another passage of this work (ix. II-13), in which ' time ' enters into 
another formula. The argument is that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong: 

But time and chance happeneth to them all. For man also knoweth not his time: as 
the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare, even 
so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them. 

This 'time' is the converse of kairos: the moment, not when man may master his fate, but 
when his fate masters him. 

But the 'time and season ' of Essay II represent a different thought altogether, for 
which we have to go back to an important passage of Ecclesiasticus. [That is, if we assume 
Ecclesiasticus to be the earlier work; if not, the passage is none the less a clear indication 
of the theory of life which both authors notice, the one to accept and the other to reject it.] 
In the Preface to Book IV the son of Sirach undertakes to give the principles upon which 
Divine praise is to be based. 

All the works of the Lord are exceeding good, and every command shall be accomplished 
in his season. None can say, What is this? wherefore is that? for in his season they 
shall all be sought out. . . . He beholdeth from everlasting to everlasting, and there 
is nothing wonderful before him. None can say, What is this? wherefore is that? for 
all things are created for their uses. . His ways are plain unto the holy; so arc 
they stumblingblocks unto the wicked. 

Details follow of things - water, fire, iron, salt, etc. - good for the godly, for sinner~ 
turned into evil; winds and terrors that shall be ready for vengeance in their 'seasons.' 

Therefore from the beginning I was resolved, and I thought this, and left it in writing: 
All the works of the Lord are good; and he will supply every need in its season. And 
none can say, This is worse than that: for they shall all be well approved in their 
season. 

The writer is making a formal reconciliation between the traditional adoration of the 
works of the Lord, and the growing difficulty of the recognition of evil in the world. His 
reconciliation is, that there is no absolute good or absolute evil, but that all things have their 
share of good and of evil. They arc not to be looked at in themselves, but to be 'sought 
out' in God's' season,' that is, when his use of them has shown them as containing good or 
containing evil; what he expresses in one place by' seasons' he expresses in another place 
by 'uses.' So far does he carry the argument that be will not admit that one thing is 
'worse' [or better] than another: it is a question of the' season' of each. 

Whether the allusion be to the work of the son of Sirach or not, this is clearly the theory 
which Ecclesiastes here reviews: that all things ·are by their ' seasons ' demonstrated to 
have their part in good. The notion of an absolute good (or summum boizum) has been 
the thought of Essay I; now he deals with the other view, that good is to be looked for in 
the ' Parts'; that there are mu/ta bona; that everything has a share of good, and that appre
ciation of life is to be ad justed to this. The expression ' time and season ' is a temporal 
one; the meaning is not temporal, but is what we should express hy the metaphor of place: 
"there is a place for all things in our estimate <Jf good." Hence the total dh·ergencc from 
the idea of the Greek kairos. The latter implies a 'season' which alone make> a thing 
good. But the' seasons' of Ecclesiasticus are God's seasons of approving things - seasons 
required only to reveal the relation of a thing with good and with evil, which relation be
longs to it always. That this is the meaning is abundantly clear, not only from the sonnet
like statement of the theory, but also from the arguments by which it is met: that the 
interest of the 'Parts' does not exclude the interest of the Whole, that the places of these 
'Parts' are seen reversed, that there are 'Parts' which can have no place in a scheme 
of good. 

iii. II. Also he hath set the world in their hearts. The margin offers the alternative 
eternity instead of world: either expresses what is required, the antithesis of universal and 

1640 



·Notes to Particular Books BE-- Eoclesiastes 

particular. The work that Cod hath done, etc.: see above, page 1537· On the whole 
passage compare Bacon, Adva11ceme11t of Learning, paragraph 3 of Book I. He quotes 

I this \'erse and proceeds: 

declaring 1101 obscurely, that God hath framed the mind of man as a mirror or glass, 
capable of the image of the u11ii•ersal world, a1ut joyf11l to recei·iJe the impression thereof, 
as the eye joycth lo rcceh•e liglrl; a11d not only delighted in beholdillg the variety of 
things and '"i. 1icissit11dc of times, but raZ:Sed also to find out and discern the ordinances 
and decras, which throughout all those changes are illjallibly obserued. And al
though he doth i11si1111a'e that the supreme or summary law of nature, which he 
cal/cth The work which God worketh from the beginning lo the end, is not possible 
lo be found out by man; yet that doth 1t0t derogate from the capacity of the mind, but 
may be referred to the impediments, as of shortness of life, ill conjunction of labours, ill 
tradition of k11uwledge owr from hand to hand, and many other inconveniences, where
unlo the condition of nwn is subject. 

The latter part of this comment would not have been admitted by Ecclesiastes; neverthe
less it is a real answer to his diiliculty. The failure of the Preacher to find harmony in 
the universe is due to his confinement of the inquiry to the short life of a single thinker; 
the evil of such limitation is pointed aut by the literary representative of that Inductive 
Philosophy which is an organisation of all thinkers, from generation to generation, for 
the solution of what Ecclesiastes· pronounced insoluble. 

iii. 17. There is a ti111e llU!re for every purpose: the there is the indefinite future im
p lie cl in the prccedin,.; shall: " (;od shall judge the righteous and the wicked." The 
\\ orcls naturallv suggest judgment beyond death. But the important point of the passage 
is that this is a passing thought, immediately rejected in fa\'our of the other thought, that 
there is nothin!( to support such a future for man more than for the hrutcs. (Sec the 
Syllabus; anrl alJO,·e, pages 1473-4.) No other passage recognises. any future existence: 
the expression of the final sonnet, And tlw spirit return 1tnto God who gave it, clearly means 
that by death man will hcrnme what he \\'as before birth. On the contrary, the negative 
0f existence after death is insisted upon in place after place of this book. 

iv. 5. The fool foldelh his hands together, etc. I understand these words as the int_er
position of an imaginary objector, and the·words that follow, Better is an handful of quiet
tiess, etc., as the rejohder of Ecclesiastes. Such citation of objections in the words of the 
suppoS<'d objector occurs more than once in Job. 

Miscellanea 

iv. lJ. There is no historical allusion here: it is a maxim of general experience on 
the Vanity of Kingship. Out of prison he came forth to be king; yea, even in his kingdom 
Ju was boT11 poor. I understand by the prison the womb; and for bom poor compare: 
"Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither.'' (Jobi. 21; 

compare Ecclesiastes v. i5.) The thought of the whole is: Jn essence, apart from outward 
trappings, the king is as poor as the poor youth: at birth one was as poor as the other. 
An<l what do these outward trappings amount to? When the old king is gone, all the world 
flocks to his successor; but that successor will be equally forsaken in his turn. - Tlze 
youth, the second has no necessary reference to the poor and wise youth: the main antithesis 
of king and poor was merely strengthened by the further antithesis of old and foolish and 
youth and wise. 

v. 1. A maxim founded upon an image (compare Ecc/esia•ticu• vi. 2): pious volubil
ity no better than the talking in sleep of an overworked brain. 

v. 8. A maxim "ith the text in the middle: compare vii. 15; x. 5. [For the maxim in 
general, compare page 146o.] The saying puts two conceptions of government: one 
looking upon the people as a field for extortion, the other upon the land as a thing to be 
developed. 

Essay III 

For the general argument of this essay sec the Syllabus. 
v. 20. He shall 1t0I much remember the days of his life; because God answercth him 
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in the joy of his hear/. Cheyne understands: "he will not think much on the (few) days 
of his life," and this is a simple explanation. On the whole, however, I prefer a different 
interpretation. It must be remembered that it is a fixed idea of the book that natural 
happiness is the direct and special gift of God to the individual. Such an individual 
will not " take much thought for his life": the happiness comes in answer to his prayers 
almost before they are offered. This is confirmed by the corresponding passage in Essay 
IV (ix. 7); especially note the word already: 

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for Goa 
hath already accepted thy wor/1s. 

The picture is one of simple happiness, free from the burden of thought. 
VI. 7. All the labour of man is for his mouth: compare Proverbs xvi. 26. The worrl 

mouth is a formula for desire or natural wants: compare the similar formula! above, page 
1536.-For what advantage hath the wise man more than the fool, etc.: that is, they 
both have the same natural necessities. 

vi. ro. His name was given him long ago ... Man. The remark rests upon the 
ancient idea of a name as a formula of definition. Thus limitation is inherent in a man's 
humanity. 

Miscellanea'. 

vii. r, vii. 8. These two maxims must be taken together, though the proverb separat
ing them clearly has no connection with them. The thought rests upon a series of' opposi
tions' (compare above, page 1639, and Ecclesiasticus xxxiii. q): 

The good name (only established at 
death) 

Mourning and rebuke 
Death (summing up the whole life) 

The end 
Patience (looking to the end of things) 

The former days (which can be seen as 
wholes) 

Ointment, the symbol of the feast 
(Psalm xxiii. 5) 

Laughter and song 
Birth (commences opportunity for feast

ing) 
The beginning 
Anger (the impatience that does not wait 

to prove things) 
The present days (and therefore seen 

imperfectly) 

vii. 12. The excellency of knowledge is that wisdom preserveth the life of him that hath 
it. Both wisdom and money defend against external attack, but wisdom also affects the 
life itself - that is eu zen not zen only, the life of character. 

vii. 14. God hath even made the one [prosperity] side by side with the other [adversity], 
to the end that man should not find out anything that shall be after him. This is presented 
as t.he reflection which is proper for adversity. With it compare: 

There is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his works; for that is his 
portio1t: for who shall bring him back to see what shall be after him? (iii. 22). 

For who knO'IJ.•eth what is good for man in his life, ... for who can tell a man what 
shall be after him 11nder the sun? (vi. 12). 

The misery of man is great upon him, for he knoweth not that which shall be. For 
who can tell him how it shall be? There is no man that hath p1YU.•er over the spiril 
to retain the spirit; etc. (viii. 6), 

These passages read together bring out how the impossibility of man's reading the future 
is one of the fixed ideas of Ecclesiastes. This seems to give a clew to one of the sourreq 
of his intellectual despair. He belongs to a stage of philosophic development which has 
just grasped the crushing thought of ' law,' or invariable ser1ucncc, in nature and huma1 
events. To us, such a law seems to imply power of foreseeing t'.1e future when the laws o( 
things have been traced. But this would conflict with a more fundamental conceptioe! 
of the Hebrew mind·- the inscrutability of the Creator, which plays such an importan•. 
part in the earlier speeches of Job in answer to the Friends. Accordingly Ecclesiaste.' 
seems to recognise an element of the incalculable in Divine providence, sufficient to def ea 
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111 efforts lo foresee: and thus man has the double 'misery' of perceiving law, anrl yet 
!lCina powerless to secure the e\'ent by acting on law. So the sense of the present maxim 
,,;: fr \'OUr [wise] action results in prosperity, be glad of it; if notwithstanding all your 
,visdom adversity comes, remember this is the incalculable dispensation of the Creator, 
.vithout which man "·oul<l be able to read into the future. 

vii. 15. This i< a maxim with the text in the middle (compare v. 8; x. 5): moreover, 
tis unique in having, not a couplet, but a sextet for text. -Be not rightemis over much 
.. yea, also from that [wickedness] withdraw not thine hand, etc. Some readers arc 

;hochd at this sentiment; others (like Plumptrc) would explain away the words by 
gentle irony,' or otherwise. I see no difficulty. Here, as in so many othe~ saying5, 

Eccll'siastes is simply reading into the form of precepts the mysteries of providential deal
~n~s. The fact of prm•idenlial dispensation that the scrupulously just may yet fail, and 
ihe unscrupulous achieve good results, is here made a basis for conduct. The history of 
Israel has many cases in which treacherous assassination has worked the deliverance of 
l~otl's people: ~,·ith such a thought in his mind our author says that even from wickedness 
lhe wise man mar not be able wholly to withdraw his hand. But he immediately adds the 
(orrcctin·: in this perplexity of providential dispensation "the fear of the Lord" for 
motive is the safe guide. :For the reputation of the Preacher it is fair to pul side by side 
with this the opposite princinle in Essay IV (vi;i. rr-13): in spite of this same providen
tial mystery he dings lo the idea that it is well with the righteous and ill with the unpun
islwd sinner. 

vii. 19. Wisdom is a strength ... more than ten rulers which are in a city. It is 
dear that the word ruler cannot here mean a supreme ruler; for the multiplication of such 
b\· ten would be the opposite of an advantage. The ' rulers' must be the king's officers 
or agents, and then the meaning of th~ maxim is clear: wisdom in the king is better than 
the multiplication of officers, for it is a mistake to punish small offences, nor is it well for 
the king lo be informed of everything that goes on. 

Essay IV 

For the general argument of the essay sec the Syllabus. 
vii. 23. I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me ... I tumed about, and my 

heart was set ... to search out, etc. These words contain the purpose of the essay, and 
make dear its difference from Essay I. The words imply two stages of thought (compare 
above, page l5Ji): the first (like Essay I) recognises the hopelessness of solving the mys
tery of things; then another suggests the possibility of a partial or tentative solution: 
and this Essay IV follows out. 

vii. 29. They ha,•e sought out many inventions: the antithesis is between moral and 
uti!itarb.n. A commentary on this saying of Ecclesiastes is the common reflection of mo<l
rrn writer~ that a man will endure insinuations against his moral character wi•h Inore equa
nimi~~·. than suggestions of his mental incompetence. 

Vlll. 2. I counsel thee, keep the king's command, and that in regard of the oath of God. 
The general doctrine of passive obedience or non-resistance: the same combination of 
·10ughts as in Romans xiii. 1-7, though of course St. Paul is providing for a very different 

.;itualion of things - a' kingdom not of this world' in the midst of secular rule. Whoso 
kecpcth tlu commandment shall know no evil thing, etc. For this difficult passage see above, 
page 1639. 

viii. IO. And ·withal I saw the wicked buried, etc. This passage becomes clear when 
~h" P":ragraphs arc arranged as in the text (sec also the Syllabus). The thought is: There 
b. a lime. \\'_hen an individual has the power to oppress another; the wicked oppressor 
dies an<l 1s .curic<l; similarly the righteous victim is taken away [by death] from the holy 
1Jlacc· and ''': nty: both have the same end, and the sight of this 'vanity' of providence 
encouragc0 cm. This is strikingly parallel to a difficult saying in Job (chapter xxi. 29): 
Lhc tll"o passages explain one another. 

Have ye not asked them that go by the wayf 
And do ye not .bur..u their tokens? 
That the evil man is spared in the day of calamity? 
That they are led away ;,, the day of wrath? 
Who shalt declare his way tu his face? 
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And who shall repay him what he hath done? 
Moreover he is borne to the grave, 
And they shall keep watch over his tomb; 
The clods of the valley are sweet unto him, 
And all men draw after him. 

Both passages are concerned with the providential mystery of the oppressor and wicked 
man honoured in the time of their death. - Though a sinner do evil ... yet surely I 
know, etc. A paradox: in spite of appearances, it is not so; or in spite of individual c:lSf's, 

the principle of judgment on the wicked is sound. The importance of the passage is th.· 
maintenance of moral principle side by side with complete scepticism as lo understand' . 
the mystery of God's ways. (Introduction, page 1475.) 

viii. 15. Then I commended mirth, etc.: for mirth, eat and drink, etc., see abu•:c, 
page 1537· The point of commended is, that this seems an inevitable deduction from the 
facts. 

viii. 16. The business that is done upon the earth ••• all the wor1' of God: for thcs•: 
phrases see above, page 1537· 

ix. 3. Madness is in their heart while they live: this does not apply to the wicked on!v, 
but to all; madness being one of the synonyms of laughter (as well as of folly) in Essay l. 

ix. 7. God hath already accepted thy works: for the importance of this thought in the 
whole argument, sec Introduction, page 14 74. For already compare aho,·e, page 1642. 
All the days of thy vanity, etc.: the point of these impressive reiterations is the same as 
that of Essay\': the briefness of life is reason for appreciating to the full what is given. 

ix. II. Time and chance happeneth to them all •.. for man also knoweth not his 
time: see above, page 1640. 

Miscellanea 

x. 14. Yel """' knoweth not what shall/>,,: see above, page 1642. 
X. 16. Thy princes cat in the morning: compare such passages as Acts, chapter ii. IS; 

Isaiah, chapter v. r r. 
xi. 3. According to the structure of an epigram (page 1457) the two lines standing out 

lo the left ought to contain a couplet proverb complete in itself. In substance this prin· 
ciple is carried out here; only the nouns of the preceding lines need substituting for the 
pronouns; thus the form would be: 

Full rain clouds empty themselves upon the earth, 
And the tree, where it falleth, there shall it be. 

The saying puts the thought of irre•istible necessity, as in the prologue. 
xi. 5. FQr an interesting parallel compare Psalm cxxxix. 13-16. 

Essay V 

For the general argument see the Syllabus. Compare also Introduction, page 1474· 
xi. 9. But know thou that for all these things God will bring thee into jud1:ement. This 

is not (1) an ironical challenge: revel away, but the judgment will come down upon thee. 
(2) Nor a reference lo any' day of judgment' in the far future. It is the main positil·e 
thought of the book that happiness is God's best gift; hut it must be happiness with a 
sense of responsibility; for their enjoyment, as for everything else, men must be prepared 
to give account. Throughout the O.T. the word •judgment' implies the irrernncilal•l1· 
antagonism of good and evil, the recognition of which makes responsibility. This passage 
by itself is sufficient to differentiate the' joy" of our author from the abandon of the reYcllc1. 

Sonnet. The form of this sonnet is the pendulum structure (page r523): the midci\, 
lines put symbolic descriptions of old age; the left hand lines drop the symbolism an·l 
speak in plain terms. [The lines indented on the extreme right are subordinate clauscs.J 

The matter of the sonnet is a tour-de-force of symbolism, under which arc veiled the 
symptoms o~ senile decay followed by death. It is very likely that some of the symbols 
may be lost; but it is not difficult, without straining, to see a possible interpretation for 
each; and some of them have passed into traditional use. The poetic beauty of the pas
sage is marvdlous. It has, however, been the subject of extraordinary ingenuity in press-
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1g details to too literal significance. Those who are curious are referred to the notes of 
'!umpire, or the elaborate edition of Dr. Ginsburg. I attempt no more than a simple 
~ggestion for each detail. 

Or r<'Cr the sun, and tlte light ... be darkmed: in view of the opening words of Essay 
', which take the 'light' and 'sun' as s}·mbols of the whole happiness of conscious exist
nce, it is clear that the darkening of this light is the gradual failing of the joy of living. 
-And the clouds return after the rain: an exquisite symbol closely akin to the last. In 
outh we may o\·erstrain and disturb our health, but we roan r11Hy; these are storms that 
uickly clear up. In age the rallying power is gone: 'the clouds return after the rain.' 
- The keepers of the /rouse shall tremble: Cheyne understanrls of the hands and arms, 
he trembling of 1d1ich is a natural accompaniment of olrl age. Compare in the parallel 
1eluw (page 1646) the withered fist knocking at rleath's door. - The strong men shall 
'LTU.! lltcmsch•rs: the stooping framej the plural is merely by attraction to 'keepers.' -
Thr grinders ccas0 because //icy are few: obviously of the teeth. - Those that look out of 
ltc u:indtru!s be d.irl·rned: the eyes becoming dim. - The doors shall be shut in tho street: 
hr general connection of ideas makes it inevitable that the 'fol<ling-<looro ' shou;u be the 
aw,;; rlen.-11cd jaws are so marked a feature in the skull that it is not <li!f1cult to associate 
hem with the picture of old age. - When the sound of the gri11ding is /mv, a11d one shall 
·isr up al the <•oicr of bird, a11d a!l the daughters of music shall be brought ltrd!: these 
nust be taken together: appetite, sleep, and speech are all feeble. Grinding must be 
nterprcted as grinders in the previous part of the sonnet: the loud or low sound of such 
~rinding may fitly typify the eagerness of appetite or the reverse. The early waking or 
;hort sleeping of the olcl is well known. The dartglttcrs of music are the tones of the voice. 
- Thrv shall be afraid ~f that which is high, and terrors shall be in the way: the gait of 
olrl age is, through phvsical feebleness, much what the gait of a person terrified is for other 
reasons. Compare Sackville's lines: 

Next saw we Dread, all trembli11g how he shook, 
With foot uncertain proffered here a11d there. 

The almond tree shall blossom, a11d the grasshopper shall be a burden, and the caper-berry 
shall h11rs/: the three are linked together as being images from natural objects, not because 
of their symbolising similar things. The blossoming of the almond tree I believe to be the 
sparse white hairs of age. It would be unlikely that this obvious symptom should be 
omitted; and of the almond tree these two things are established: (r) it is the first to blos
som (and its Hebrew name is founded on this), (2) though nut strictly white its blossoms 
look white b)' contrast with other blossoms (see Sir W. Smith's dictionary s.v. page 9i b). 
The whitish blossoms solitary while all is bare around just yield the image required. The 
grass/topper is eYidently a symbol for a small object, which is nevertheless heavy to feeble 
age. The caprr-berry shall burst: the last stage of its decay: the failing powers at last 
gil'e way. And then follows the dropping of the symholism: "Man goeth to his long 
homr." 

So far we have had symbols for failure of powers; now for actual death and dissolution. 
Or ever the sih•er cord be loosed, or the golden bmvl be broken: a symbol from the house-lamp 
of gold, •uspendcd by a silver cord, suddenly slipping its cord and hreaking, its light becom
ino; extinguished. For bo·wl in this sense compare Zechariah, chapter iv. 2, 3. - Or the 
pitcher be brnl:e11 al the fountain, or the wheel brokrn at the cistern: these are exquisite sym· 
hols for the sudden an<! violent cessation of e\·ery-rlay functions. Compare the popular 
proverb: "The pitcher goes to the well once too often." - And the spirit return unto 
(;,"J '1i.'lw i:ai•e it: this hv analogy with the previous line must be interpreted to mean no 
m<>rc· than that the man becomes just what he was before he was born. 

\\'i1 !i this symbolic picture of Old Age mrrv he paralleled an elaborate passage of 
Sackville, which it may be interesting to have side by side with the text. 

And next in order sad Old Age we fnund, 
His beard all hoar, his eyes hollow and blind; 

With drooping cheer still poring on the ground, 
As on the place where 1111ture him assigned 
To rest, when that the sisters had untwined 
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His vital thread, and ended with their knife 
The fleeting course of fast declining life. 

There lwird we him with broken and holltnv plaint 
Rew 11.'ith himself his end approaching fast; 

And all for nought his wretched mind torment 
With sweet remembrance of his pleasures past, 
A 1111 fresh delights of lusty youth fmwaste. 

Recounting which, how would he sob and shriek, 
And to be young again of Jove be seek. 

But and the cruel fates so fixed be 
That time forpast cannot return again, 

··his one request of Jove yet prayed he; 
That in such withered plight and wretched pain 
As eld (accompanied with his loathly train) 

Had brought on him, all were it woe and grief, 
He might awhile yet linger forth his life, 

And not so soon descend into the pit, 
Where death, when he the mortal corpse hath slain, 

With retchless hands in grave doth cover it, 
Thereafter never to enjoy again 
The gladsome light, but in the ground ylain, 

In depth of darkness waste and wear to nought, 
As he had never into the world bei>n brought. 

But who had seen him, sobbing how he stood 
Unto himself, and how he would bemoan 

His youth for past, as though it wrought him good 
To talk of youth, all were his youth. foregone: 
He would have mused, and marvelled much, whereon 

This wretched age should life desire so fain, 
And klllT<iJS full well life doth but length his pain. 

Crookback'd he was, tooth shaken, and blear-eyed; 
Went on three feet, and sometimes crept on four; 

With old lame bones that rattled by his side, 
His scalp all pill'd, and he with eld for/ore; 
His witlter'd fist still knocking at death's door; 

Tumbling and drivelling as he draws !tis breath: 
For brief, the shape and messenger of death.* 

Epilogue 
See the Syllabus. 
He pondered, and sought out, etc .... of making many books there is no end. For 

the whole of this paragraph see Introduction, page 1470. -- God shall bring every worl, 
into judgement: see a hove, page 1644. 

Syllabus to Wisdom of Solomon 

***Each paragraph in this Syl!alms represents a paragraph in the text. 

Discourse I 

Singleness of Heart 

The Lord is found by singleness of heart - crooked thoughts and murmuring words 
frighten wisdom away - and that which holdeth all things together hears every secret 

*From the Introduction to the Mirror /or Magistrates. 
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, utterance. The final words, "a mouth that lieth destroyeth a soul," are the link with 
Discourse II. 

Discourse II 

Immortality and the Covenant with Death 

Death no part of the Divine creation, for righteousness is immortal - it has come in
vited into the world bv the words and life of the wicked. 

1. By their \Yords. - Monologue of the Ungodly: despair of aught beyond this life 
conn'rling into luxury and antagonism to the righteous. 

2. By their Life: wickedness blinds them to the wages of holiness - and being thus 
of the' portba 'of the devil (whose envy was the means of death's entering into the world) 
the,· make trial of death. 

·The ""eming death of the righteous is only a trial of them - in the time of their visita
tion there awaits them splendour, a position in the divine hierarchy, and Divine grace and 
men-y. 

Digression. - The Hopes of the Ungodly [substitutes for immortality]. - (1) Life 
in posterity. But the brood of the ungodly is unstable and accursed: better is 
childlessness 7.t•ith virtue. 

(2) Loni( lifr. But their old age is without honour; and a life cut short may be a life 
perfected. 

The ungodly who ignore the grace and mercy vouchsafed to the chosen shall be sud
denly overthcown - dishonoured carcases among the dead - in the day of reckoning 
amaz«:>d at the sal \·at ion of their former victims. 

:\lonologue of the Ungodly: the derided righteous among the saints - their own great 
things passed away without a trace left. 

The author breaks in: Vanity of the ungodly hopes - immortality of the righteous -
the whole creation uniting to over\\'helm the foes of God. 

The personality of King ~olomon is gradually assumed in a final appeal to kings, as 
t!1osc on whom will fall a sterner judgment because of their greater position: this makes 
the transition to the next rliscoursc. 

Discourse III 

in the form of a Dramatic Monologue 

Solomon's Winning of Wisdom 

Wisdom meet et h every purpose of her seekers - from first desire of discipline to a final 
kingship hy the side of God. Kings therefore are addressed. 

The author (identifying himself with wise King Solomon) will speak of Wisdom to 
his brother kings - without grudging, for Wisdom desires the multiplication of the wi5e. 

He began like all other kings, and had to pray for Wisdom - he preferred her to all 
other good things. 

Digression. -But in reality all other good things came with her -God gave him 
knrro:ledf(c of all human and external nature in giving him Wisdom. 

For Wisdom is all-pervasive [moral and i11tel/ect11al Wisdom are one] - an effulgence 
from everlasting light and an image of Divine goodness. 

Her then he sought as a bride: for she would bring riches, understanding, experience, 
glorv a broad and rest at home. 

The mode of obtaining this Wisdom he thought to be prayer - this thought was the 
result of a pure nature and understanding. 

Solomon's Prayer for Wisdom. - Closing with the impossibility of knowing God's 
will without Wisdom, it reaches the thought that, when in tlw past men did right, it was 
through Wisdom that they were saved: which is the topic of the next discourse. 
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Discourse IV 

The World saved through Wisdom 

[The history included in this discourse presenls Wisdom sometimes as subjective, the 
character of an individual - and sometimes as objective, Divine Providence ruling events.] 

and appeared in his self-conquest, and rise 
lo the dominion over all things. Cain in his 
anger fell away from Wisdom; 

and Wisdom kept him blameless under 
sharpest trial. 

Lot's wife, passing Wisdom by, perished. 

entering into the soul of Moses, so that he 
withstood kings: 

Wisdom protected Adam in his loneli
ness; 

Wisdom preserved the righteous from 
the Flood. 

Wisdom called righteous Abraham; 

Wisdom found out a deliverance for 
righteous Lot : 

Wisdom guided Jacob in his varied 
career. 

Wisdom raised Joseph from a dungeon 
to a sceptre. 

Wisdom delivered a holy people from 
their oppressors : 

guiding and protecting the people in their 
marvellous passage. 

In the desert Wisdom marvellously sup
plied their wants. 

[The supplying of water for the thirsty Israelites suggests the thought that becomes 
the texl for the next discourse.] 

Discourse V 

Judgement on the Wicked turning to Blessings for God's People 

1. Thirst. - Water turned into undrinkable blood for the Egyptians - water brought 
out of the solid rock for the Israelites. 

2. Appetite. - For the Egyplians a plague of loathly vermin. 

A. Digression. - Vermin 011 i•ermin-worshippcrs: men punished by that in which 
i,hey sin. 

A A. Digression. - Such mearnred punishment (admonishing to repentance) is 
the mercy of Omnipotence- just as again the wicked inhabitants of the holy 
land perished by little and little through the hornets that were forerunners of the 
wming people - by such sovereignty over his strength God teaches his people love 
of men, and hope 1111der chastisement. 

A Digr"ssion Resumed. This mockillf( punishment of vermin on vermin-worship
pevs meet for those so far gone in the folly of idolatry as to worship what their i•ery 
en :inies dishonoured. 

B. Digression. -For all Ul.olatry is folly, b11t there arc degrees in its folly. -
Least b/amal>le are tltose who worship the works of God in Nature - next, those 
who make gods out of the works of men's hands, silver, gold, painted wood: 
corrnpting what God has created. 

C. Digression. - For idolatry is a corruption, and not a thing from the 
beginning nor destined to last. - Origin of Idolatry in lhe vainglorious
ness of man: images for remembrance, gradZ1ally coming lo be worshipped 
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- the ambition of tlte artist assisting - a hidden danger that culmi11ated 
in imagi11g lite incommunicable Name - all moral dissoluti:on follou•s, espe
cially perjury. 

B. Di•ressio11 Resumed. TIUJ worshippers of 011r God are saved from the 
folly of uwlatry-like th"' of the potter, treating life as a fair for selling 
images made 011t af the clay into which he must soon ret1trn. 

A. Digressio11 Resumed. But lite last degree af folly is that of the Egyptian oppressors: 
adding to all other idolaJry the worship of things hateful. 

2. Resumed. So the Egyptians suffered from loathly vermin: while for God's people 
ainty quails were senc to satisfy appetite. 

3. Noxious Bites. - Locusts and flies plagued the enemy without hea!ing - the 
fsraelitcs the serpent bites but admonished, and then salvation was found. 
I .~.. Rain of fire and hail destroying the food of Egypt - rain of manna feeding the 
l'eople of God - the same fire raging or slackening its power to "·ark the Creator's will. 

5. Darkness imprisoned the oppressors. 
1 To guide the Israelites night was illuminated by the pillar of burning fire. 
' 6. The Night of Deliverance and Song - a night of destruction to the firstborn of 
l'gypt. 

i· Death came as a trial to the righteous, but a champion was soon found. 
To the ungodly in their final folly came a strange death without mercy. 
Summary. - Thus, reviewing the whole delh·eranre, we see the elements of nature 

interchange like the notes of a psaltery to magnify God's people. 

Notes to the Wisdom of Solomon 

For the book as a whole, see Introduction, page 14 76. The General Note on Foot
inotes (page 1532) has also special relevancy for this work. 

Title 

The early title is The Wisdnm of Solomon: and in uncritical ages it was supposed to be 
his composition. St. Jerome and the Vulgate, throwing over this tradition, entitle it Tlte 
Book of Wisdom. It is also often cited (in ancient and modern literature) simply as Wisdom. 

Discourse I 

For the argument see the Syllabus. 
The language of Wisdom, especially in the full rendering of the Revised Version, is 

transparently clear, the difficulties of the book lie in the argument, and especially in the 
order of the thought. Thus, in regard to this first discourse, while the sentences arc clear, 
the difficulty is to sec any point in the whole, apart from the que;tion of the relation between 
this work and Ecclesiastes. The denunciation of crooked thoughts and blaspheming or 
murmuring words seems to have little relevance to judges of the earth. 

One explanation might he this: the first part of this discuursc deals with improper 
thoughts, the re5t with improper words, the opening words of the following discourse 
speak of ' life' and ' works': thus thoughts, words, and actions of evil arc mentioned 
before the death thev hring is contrasted with immortality and righteousness. But ( r) there 
is no symmetry in the whole argument such as this explanation would suggest. (o) It runs 
counter to the division into discourses. This division is vrn· marker!. (a) The ' Lexis' 
of the first thn.·e discourses arc the only independent senteri.ccs in the wholl' work; all 
others beino: hounrl into grammatical sequences. If the texts of the last l\rn havl' )'articles 
connecting them with what prececics, yet these sentences are so unmistakahlf' ·as new 
departures that their oonnection with the preceding context simply illustrates the charac
teristic of form next to be mentioned. - (b) This is that the final thought of each rlisrourse 
directly leads to the commencement of the next. This is brought out in the Syllabus. 

On the other hand, the matter of this discourse receives point at once, if we understand 
a veiled attack on Ecclesiastes and the fancied experiment of Solomon. 
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Love righteousness. 
In singleness of heart seek ye him. 
He is found of them that tempt him not. 
Crooked thoughts separate from God. 
Wisdom will not enter into a soul that deviseth evil, nor dwell in a body that is 

held in pledge by sin. 

All these have direct relevance to the supposed experimenter's idea of "laying· hold on 
folly" while his "wisdom remained with him." 

It may be worth noling that Milton's interpretation of the templation in Eden has the 
same underlying idea of experimenting in evil as the supreme sin. 

Knowledge of good, bought dear by knowing ill. (iv. 222.) 

Let him boast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got, 
Happier had it sufficed him to have known 
Good by itself, and evil not at all. (xi. 87.) 

What fear I then, rather, what know to fear, 
Under this ignorance of good and evil . . . 
Here grows the cure of all, the fruit divine, 
Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste, 
Of virtue to make wise. (ix. 773.) 

So with regard to the latter part: the idea of wisdom as a spirit that loveth man, tlw 
denunciation of murmuring, blaspheming lips, backbiting, may well be called forlh by the 
pessimism of Ecclesiastes; his passionate reduction, in the name of wisdom, of human 
to the level of brute life seems a ' blasphemy ' on the " wisdom that loveth man "; and hi> 
reiteration of ' vanity ' in regard to every department of human life is a 'murmuring' 
and ' backbiting.' Ecclesiastes keeps saying that " all things are vanity ": the presenl 
writer insists that "that which holds the all things together" must hear such slander 
of his wisdom. · 

Discourse II 

For the argument of the whole see the Syllahus. 
i. 13. God made not death ... righteousness is immortal: compare below (ii. 23) 

11 God created man for incorruption, and made him an image of his own proper being." -
Ungodly men called death unto them: there is no allusion at this point to the Fall as relatrrl 
in Genesis (which is introduced later on); the reference is to the ungodly of the monologue 
that immediately succeeds. - Deeming him a friend ... and they made a coi•enant with 
him. It is tempting to compare Isaiah (chapter xxviii), particularly as the present writer 
has many echoes of Isaiah. But the 'covenant with death' in that wriler is a totally 
different idea. 

Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell an we "' 
agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through it shall not come unto 
us: ... And your covenant with death shall be disannullcd, and your agrtcm('l1/ 
with hell shall not stand; when the ovel}IO'"wing scourge shall pass through, then 
ye shall be trodden dO'"<i.111 by it. 

In this passage the covenant with death is that he shall pass them by and take others. 
But in Wisdom the unp;odly, instead of holding death as something hostile, accept him for 
a friend, that is, fall in with the fact that they must die, and make this the basis for a life 
of revelry. 

ii. 1-20. Monologue of the Ungodly. The important point is the relationship of 
this with Ecclesiastes. 
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None ••. gave release from Hades 

Tiu breath ,:,, our nostrils is smoke ••• 
the spirit shall be dispersed as thin air 
.. ·. scallcred as is a mist, etc. 

.'.'he body shall be turned into ashes 

)11r 11<llnc shall be forgotten in time, and 
110 111a1i shall renumber our works 

Wisdom 

Neither hath he puwer over the day of 
death ..• there is no discharge in 
that war 

The life of thy 'vanity ' [metaphor of 
'vapour' iit repeated f<•rms of expres
sion] 

The dust return to the earth as it was 

The memory of [tlu dead] is forgotten; 
as well their love, as their hatred and 
their envy, is n<rdl perished 

fhe general spirit of this first portion of the monologue is even more suggestive oi Ecclesi
astes than the parallel phrases. The monologue proceeds: Come therefore and let us enjoy 
the good things that nOUJ are; and let us use tire creation with all our soul as youth's possessio1t. 
This is close to the opening of Essay V in Ecclesiastes; and the further expansion of it 
suggests the Preacher's" Eat and drink," etc. So This is our porti:ni echoes the Preacher's 
reiteration of Tlzis is lzis portion. The third part of the monologue passes on to the oppres
sion of the righteous poor. This of course is entirely opposed to the spirit of Ecclesiastes. 
But it is noticeable that, in that book, it was the picture of oppression (Essay II) whirh 
sug~estcd the thought of a judgment to come, though the thought was rejected. The 
present writer makes the rejection of such future judgment lead directly lo the oppression. 
The general view of the whole then is that the monologu~ is based, not on the views of 
Ecclesiastes, but on the easy perversion of them which (the author thinks) may be made 
by the ungodh·. 

iii. 1-j). The true view of the Death of the Righteous. The conception includes 
these ideas: 

The death is only apparent [seemed to hai•e died]. 
It is a chastening, a making trial of them (compare the idea of the prologue to Job). 
It is a sacrifice they offer to God [as a whole burnt offering he accepted them. Thus the 

death of the godly is brought into line with the whole institution of sacrificial 
ritual. Compare St. Paul's ' lidng sacrifice ' in Romans xii. r]. 

There is a lime of visitation for the righteous, quite distinct from the day of reckoning 
[iv. 20: They shall come wlun their sins are reckoned up] for the wicked: when 
they attain their true position in some heavenly hierarchy [They shall judge 
nations (so Ecclesiasticus iv. 15: "He that giveth ear unto her shall judge the 
nations") and lza'ue dominlort over peoples: the allusion may be lo such " sons 
of God" as appear in the prologue to Job, or in Psalm lxxxii]. 

iii. 9. Because grace aud mercy are to his chosen: these words should Le noled as the 
exart point of junction with the digressions that follow: the words are caught up again as 
the argument is resumed (h·. 15). 

iii. 10-iv. 14. This is a Digression (see the Syllabus) on the Hopes of the Ungodly, 
their substitutes for the Hope of Immortality. Their hopes are two: (1) Life in posterity, 
(2) Long life in this world; but the whole is best considered together, as the ideas attaching 
to the two are entangled. 

l. The brood of the ungodly is accursed: 
Their whoes foolish: hence the begetting acrnrsed. 
Children of sin reach no maturity [bastard slips, etc.] - share the shor\-livedness 

of the wicked generally - and their hopelessness in death. 
Thus the children witnesses to wickedness of the parents [compare Ecc/esiasti

cus xi. 28; and on the general subject xii. 5]. 
Better than this is childlessness with virtue. 

For the celibate and chaste " peculiar favour - and a lot in the sanctuary of tlze 
Lord. [Compare Isaiah, chapter Id. l-8; and ( ?) Psalm lxxiii. 17, where 
a similar phrase is used in connection with the kindred problem of prosper
ous wickedness.] 

[If there he children]: the root of understanding cannot fail. 
Childlessness and virtue: universal recognition of virtue and immortal memory. 
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2. The ungodly setting their hopes in long life. 
They shall be requited even as they reasoned [taken at their word: " Our life is 

short," etc.]. 
Toils, hope, works, unprofitable. 

Whereas the life cut short may be the life perfected. 
Good labours have fruit of great renown. 
In the memory of virtue is immortality. 
1-I onourable old age - not in ye<irs alone - but in the unspotted life. 
Perfection quickly reached - snatched away for fear of spoiling. 
When dead, the good are none the less a condemnation of the ullgodly living. 

[Second footnote to page 1023.) 
Page 1023: footnote. These sentences are not necessary to the general drift of the 

paragraph; but nre a special enlargement of the idea "accursed begetting." 
Page 1023: second footnote. The only possible way of finding a place for these 

sentences is lo nnderstand them as a footnote exegetical of the idea in the word • visiteth ': 
even though dead the righteous man convicts the wicked of not understanding a visitation 
of God. 

v. 3-23. The Overthrow of the Ungodly: partly a monologue (in quotation marks), 
partly the words of the author. The end of the wicked: 

Sudden and hopeless overthrow [in this life]. 
Dishonour among the dead, and anguish. 
Their memory on earth shall perish. 
[A day] when their sins are reckoned up [different from the' time of visitation' of the 

righteous in iii. 7]: they miserably recognise the triumph of their despised victims, 
and blindness of their own hopes. 

[Their further future left untouched: see next note.] 
v. 17-23. 1-I e shall take his jealousy as complete armour, etc. This brilliant description 

appears not to relate to the overthrow of the ungodly who have been presented as rising from 
the dead and mourning their folly. Those overthrown in this passage are represented 
by the general term his enemies: and the final words, So shall lawlessness make all the land 
desolate, and their evil doing shall overturn the thrones of princes, connect the destruction 
with those who are yet living on earth to he affected by it. It thus appears to be a general 
destruction directed against what might be called the empire of evil on earth. The neces
sity (according to the scheme of the book) of making the close of this discourse join on to 
the next has led the writer to leave the subject of the •ungodly,' treated so far, and pass 
suddenly to that which affects •princes,' such as in the next discourse King Solomon will 
directly address. 

Thus the idea of JUDGMENT, which in Wisdom literature generally is a principle unde
termined by time or place, in the present writer covers four distinct incidents: (r) The 
overthrow [in death] of the individual sinner; (2) His 'day of reckoning' beyond the 
grave [the future beyond that day left blank]; (3) The• time of visitation' for the righteous, 
when their seeming death is changed for a glorious position in a Divine hierarchy; (4) A 
supernatural overthrow of the powers of evil on earth. The' day of the Lord' in prophetic 
literature sometimes combines (x) an immediate vinclication of the chosen people, the edl 
amongst_them being sifted out; and (2) a final overthrow of' the nations,' with the chosen 
people left supreme. The prophecy of Joel is a clear type. 

The details of this description seem like an enlargement from the similar interposition 
for judgment in I saialt, chapter lix. I 7-20. 

Discourse III 

For the general argument see the Syllabus. 
vi. 13. She forestalleth them, etc.: for the general spirit of this passage compare 

in Ecclesiasticus Essays commencing iv. 1 r; vi. 18; xiv. 20. - So then desire of 1'Visdom 
promoteth to a kingdom: this, taken with the words immediately preceding, bringelh near 
to God, seems to make kingdom refer to the position in the Divine hierarchy mentioned in 
the preceding discourse. 

vi. 22. I will not hide mysteries from you •.• envy shall have no fellowship with 
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wisdom, but a multitude of •cisc men is salvation lo the world: this (especially in a book 
fritten in Greek) must he a stroke directed Rt the ' Mysteries,' or confinement of doctrine 
to the Initiate<l, which was a feature of eRrly Greek thought. Compare the use of the 
"'ord throughout the New Testament (especially Ephesians, chapter iii. 9). There is no 
corresponding word in the Old Testament. 

vii. II-viii. I. These two paragraphs constitute a digression (see the Syllahus), 
~fter which the idea of seeking 'her.' as a bride is resumed. - l-Vith her there came to me 
bl/ good things ... size was Ifie motlzcr of them: compare Proverbs iii. 1-20; and especially 
Sections,. and ,-i of the poem on page 913. - To know the co11stit11tion of the world, etc.: 
for the whole of this passage compare Introduction, page 1478. The successive clauses 
are intended as a summarv of the \'arious branches of what we should call ' Natural His·
tory '[tlzo11ghts of men wou.ld mean anthropological rather than ethical science]. A founda
tion for the attribution of this to Solomon would be I Kings, chapter iv. 33. Bul the 
probable significance of this is, not natural science, but wise sayings founded on things of 
th< .rnimal or wgelahlc world: fables, apologues, riddles (compare such sayings of Agur 
as Prm:crbs xxx. 15, 1S, :q_, 29). There is no tradition, or trace in \\'isdom literature, of 
the application of analysi;, to external nature for its own sake before the present passage. 
(Introdunion, page l4j8.) - All things t/zat arc either secret or manifest: possibly there is 
another reference here to the ' mysteries,' or kno"·lc<lge of the initiated; hut the phrase 
may be general, as in Ecc/esiasticus iii. 22: "The things that have been commanded thee, 
think thereupon; for thou bast no need of the things that are secret." It is natural to 
compare Dc11tcro110111y, ~bapter xxix. 29: but there the reference i~ probably confined to 
St'cret sin and Yisible judgment. -For in her there is a spirit q1tick of understanding. This 
celebration of \\'isdom is the counterpart in the present book of the monologues of Wisdom 
in Frowrbs l vii-\·iii) and Ecclcsiasticv.s (Preface to Book 11), and of the well-known passage 
in Job, chapter xniii. Its position in the argument is to identify objective wisdom [mirror 
of tlzc '"orking of God] with subjective wisdom [image of his goodness]. Compare Intro
duction, page 14i8. 

viii. 2-ix. These paragraphs resume the general purpose of the discourse: to found 
on the historic Prayer of Gibeon (I Kings, chapter iii) an incident of Solomon's gaining of 
wisdom by prayer and the gift of God, to counterpoise the imaginary incident of Solomon's 
search for wisdom in Essay I of Ecclesiastes. -A good soul fell to my lot; nay rather, 
being good, I came into a body undefiled. This much-disputed passage is important in 
theology rather than in literary interest, on account of its bearing upon the question of the 
pre-existent soul. It may be remarked, however. that in any case it betrays rather than 
conveys a ,-iew on that subject: in the general argument ·of the passage its only force 
is that, good as he knew himself to be, he yet felt that he could obtain true wisdom only by 
prayer. 

Discourse IV 

For the argument, and relation to the other discourses, see the Syllabus. Compare 
Introduction, page 1479· -She shewed him Cod's kiugdom: a reference to Jacob's Vision 
of God and the Angels, and his exclamation, "This is the gate of heaven" (Genesis, 
chapter xxviii). - From those that lay i11 wait site kept him safe: an allusion to the appeas
ing of the wrath of Esau. - Over his sore conflict:' the mysterious •wrestling' of Jacob 
((;encsis, chapter xxxii). 

Discourse V 

For the argument, and the Chain of Digressions, see the Syllabus, and compare Intro
duction, pages 1479-80. 

xi. 7. To rebuke the decree for the slaying of babes: here (as in Instance II) the idea 
of 'nemesis' is added to the main argument: the bloody river was fit retribution on the 
sheddC"rs of innocent blood. - rl aving shewn them by the thirst which they had suffered 
how thou didst punish the adversaries. This is a corollary to the main argument. The 
main thought is, what punished the foe became blessings to God's people; the corollary 
is, that God's people experiencerl the punishment in question just enough to appreciate 
the punishing of the foe, and no more. - Yea, and whether theywrre jar off front the right
eous or near the'.", etc. T~e thought of this obscure passage is: The Egyptians suffered, 
when the Israelites were with them [the plague of water changed to blood], and when they 
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were far away [by the news of the rock yielding water to quench thirst); in the latter case 
a double grief look hold of them, [the deliverance of their foe) and the mortifying memory 
of their own unrelieved thirst: when they realised that water, in which they had suffered 
punishment, had been made a miraculous blessing to the enemy, they felt the presence of 
the Lord. Even in the first case they left off mocking Moses; but in this final manifesta
tion they could only marvel, and think how very different their own thirst had been. 

xi. 16. That they might learn, etc. I have thought it best to represent here the abrupt 
commencement of a paragraph in the middle of a sentence: a solecism of style just fitting 
in with the unique use of digressions in this book. (See the Syllabus.) The sentences 
preceding this break of the paragraph are not carried sufficiently far to make the argument 
appear. The argument is resumed, after the Chain of Digressions, at xvi. I on page 1032. 

Before the break the author has onlv mentioned irrational vermin sent upon the Egyptians; 
after the digression he contrasts this torment with the dainty food sent to satisfy the appe
tite of the Israelites; only when the two are put together is the argument apparent, that 
appetite is the point which was made a punishment to the one and a joy to the other. 

This paragraph commences digression A of the Syllabus; from which B is a further 
digression, and C is a digression from B; then B cligression is resumed, then A is resumed, 
and finally the argumer.t (Instance II of the principle of the text) is recovered. But in this 
digression A, which is on the topic that men are punished in that wherein they have sinned, 
there is a digression (AA) that such measured punishment is the mercy of Omnipotence; 
after which digression A is resumed and concluded. All this subordination is represented 
to the eye in the Syllabus; and in these notes the commencement of each section is indicated. 

xi. 2I. For to be greatly strong is thine: these words commence Digression AA. (See 
Syllabus.) For the sentiment compare Ecclesiastiws xviii. 8-q. 

xii. 23. Wherefore also tlze mrrightcous ... thou didst torment through their o·w11 
abominations: at this point is resumed Digression A: the vermin coming as nemesis upon 
vermin-worshipping Egyptians. - .4 s unto unreasoning children, etc.: this is a thought 
added to the main thought of the digression: the vermin plague on vermin-worshippers 
was a childlike correction, but when this was slighted there came real destruction on the 
Egyptians. 

xiii. I. For verily all men by nature were but vain who had no perception of God: here 
commences Digression B. (See the Syllabus.) It is occupied with the degrees in the folly 
of idolatry. -Let them know how much better tlzan these is their Sm•ereign Lord: the whole 
passage is founded on the widely diffused tradition of Abraham, which is thus given in the 
Qur'an vi. 75. 

Thus did we show Abraham the kingdom of heaven and of the earth, that he should be 
of those who are sure. And wltcn the uight 01•erslllulu-...1.xd him he saw a star amt 
said, "This is my Lord"; but when it set he said, " I lm.!e not those that set." 
And when he saw the moon beginning to rise he said, "This is my Lord"; bul 
when it set he said, "If God my Lord guides me not I shall surely be of the people 
who err." And when he saw the sun beginning to rise he said, u This is my 
Lord, this is greatest of all"; but when it set he said, " 0 my people I verily, I 
am clear of what ye associate with God; verily, I have turned my face to him who 
originated the heaven and the earth." 

xiii. II. Yea, anrl if some woodcutter, etc. Though such idolatry is a common topic 
of Hebrew literature, yet this passage seems inspired by Isaiah, chapter xliv. 12-20: besirles 
·he emphasis on using the residue to make the god, there is the noticeable phrase (xv. ro): 
his heart is ashes (Isaiah's: "he fcedeth on ashes, a deceive<] heart hath turned him aside-"). 

Page 1031: footnote. This is clearly a digression of the nature of a modern footnote, 
on the wor<ls more rotten tlzun the vessel that carrielh him. Two points arc conceived as 
differentiating the wood of the ship from the wood of the idol: (r) the design implied in a 
ship is an element of wisdom; (2) the ship in its navigation is a subject of providential 
guidance. From this last the thought widens to the providential guidance of a helpless 
raft, and of the ark. 

xiv. 7. For blessed hath been wood through which cometh righteousness. The word 
righteousness may here be used in the sense of setting right, vindication, salvation (com· 
pare Isaiah, chapter Ii. 5, lvi. r), in allusion to the" raging waves": hut it is not so u:-:;ecl 
elsewhere in this book, unless perhap' in t'1e close of Essay II (v. i8): "he shall put on 
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ghteou>ncss as a breastplate." Or it may simply imply right doing; wood used for the 
ghtl'ous purpose" of carrying travellers in safety. 

xiv. 12. For tlzc dt'1•isi11g of idols was tlze be.~in11ing of fornication: here begins Digres
on C, on the Origin of Idolatry. (See the Syllabus.) Fornication or adultery is a regular 
i1agc in the O.T. for departure from God. 

xv. I. But thou, our God, art gracious and true: at these words we resume Digression B, 
n the Folly of Idolatry. (See the Syllabus.) 

xv. 14. Bui most foolish were they all: here we pass back to Digr<'ssion A: the main 
oint in which is the monstrous i<lea 0£ vrrmin-\\ orship - and almost immediately the 
1ain argtim{'nt is recovered, at the words For which ccutse were these men worthily pun
shrd. The rnntrast of dainty quails with loathly vermin makes Instance II of the text 
,f Disconrsc V. 

Page 1032: footnote. This is clearly a parenthesis of the nature of r. fcotnote to 
he idea: " a man ma<le them." 

xvi. 5. For r<•c11 "'""' /erri/Jle raging of wild beasts: Instance III of the text. (Sec 
:he Syllabus.) 

xvi. 15: But 1/1y !rand it is !lot possible to escape: and page 1033: footnote. The 
,]ifficulties ,,[this passage (,.,·hich I would call subtle rather than obscure) arc rnnsiderablv 
reduced by the rt"cognition of certain SC'ntcnces as a footnote. Read without the footnote 
the paragraph is regular in its order of thought. First: the\\ ritC'<' contrast' the destruction 
by tirr fierce enough to burn amid water with the hounty of food wrought by fire [tempcnd] 
into c\'Cr)' \·ariety of taste. This last rests upon the tradition that the manna was cooked 
food. Then he repeats the contrast: the unnwlting snow and hail \\Cre evidence that the 
fire was a destructive force sent against God's enemies; on the other side, fire slackened 
to act according to the desire of each eater. The footnote adds a distinct marvel; this fire 
so lierrcly destructi,·c must have restrained itself so as not lo destroy the lice and simi]ar 
creature~ still plaguing the Egyp~ians. Compare the sa1ne circumstance noted in the 
peroration (xix. 21). -For lhet "J.dtich Wds not marred by fire: this is a furt~cr <-·ontrast 
brought out of the account of the manna: while the tempering fire harmed not [hut im
pro\'ed] the miraculous food, yet a faint sunhcam destroyed it (Exodus, chapter xvi. 21): 
a miracle dcsi~nc<l to teach early rising to olTcr praise. 

xvii. I. For great are thy judgements: here begins a fifth Instance: the Plague of 
Darkm·ss contrasted with the Miraculous Light of the Israelites. There is a slight shifting 
of tlw puint here: a contrasted curse and blessing rather than the same thing acting as 
curse and bks,in)(. But the spirit of the text is illustrated. The whole is a magnificent 
filling in, by 'anal\'lic imai;ination,' of details into the phrase of Exodus: "darkness that 
might be felt." - .1/l sleeping the same sleep ncni.J were haunted by mm:strous apparitions. 
The writer's clifliculty is: the darkness hcing absolute, how can he enrich his picture with 
\'isihle tC'rror5? . He evades this hy the thought that sleep belongs to darkness, and yet 
st·cs terrors in dreams. The same idea is utilised below (xviii. 1 ;) for the deaths of the 
firstborn. 

Page 1034: first footnote. This reflection (breaking a sustained passage of imagina
tive picturin.!() is best treated as a footnote commenting on the terror painted in the sentence 
lo whirh it is atlachctl. The final words of the note arc difficult, but seem to mean this: 
the hr"\'c man has the rat; rnal plan of escape to divert his mind from the terror; whereas 
the coward, having less expectation [of escape] gives his whole attention to the unknown 
terror. 

Page 1034: second footnote. It seems to me that these words arc an elaborate 
J ••trl'nthesis. Till' contrast to the Plague of Darkness dearly be11;ins with the words Where.is 
tJ,,,,, didst proi•ide for tlry people a burning pili<ir of fire; the whereas cannot connect with 
anything lmt the preceding paragraph. The wards I have relegated to a footnote arc 
cxl'gl'lical of yrt heu't·irr than darkness were they uuto themselves; th<"y exprt·ss the uncom
fortable tliou~hts suggested to the Egyptian< as they heard through the darkness the sound 
of Isr~<·litc \·oiccs. 

xviii. 4. Fnr well did the Egyptians deserve: once more the idea of nemesis is added 
to the main argument. 

xviii. 5. After they !rad taken co1111srl: here commences Instance VI: the same night 
brou~ht deliverance to the Israelites and death to the firstborn of the Egyptians. Again 
th,• thought of nemesis is added lo the main argument: the slaying of the firstborn fitly 
punished the Egyptians for slaying the males of the Israelites. 
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xviii. 20. But it befell the righteous also to malie trial of death. Here hegins the final 
Instance of the text: Death as a form of mercy to the Israelites in the inrident of Phinchas: 
Death as utter destruction to the Egyptians in the Red Sea. 

xix. 6. For the whole creation, each part in its several kind, was fashioned again a11ew: 
here commences the peroration, or summary. (See the Syllabus.) It draws into one view 
the past [they still remembered the things that came to pass in the time of their sojourni111;: 
and plagues of Egypt arc enumerated], and the present [then was beheld the cloud . . . 
and dry la11d rising up out of what before was 'li.'<Jter, etc.], and the future [but after.;:ard.1 
they s<LW also a new race of birds]: in order to make a basis for the climax that the clements 
o~ nrrture interchanger] like the notes of a psaltery. 

Page 1036: footnote. This lengthy passage is clearly an elaborate parenthesis or 
note exe~ctical of the \\"ord to/1e11s. The Egyptians did not perish so suddenly but that the 
thunders reminded them that it was for their sins that they \\"ere going to he destroved. 
The footnote enlarges upon these sins, making an elaborate parallel between the inhos
pitality of the men of Sodom (punished by an overwhelming of fire) and the greater inhos
pitality of the Egyptians towards the Israelites. The parallel is carried to the degree of 
making the plague of darkness a counterpart of the sudden blinding of the men of Sodom 
by the angels (Genesis, chapter xix. rr). 

Notes to Job 

For the book as a whole see Introduction (page 1480); also Introduction to Wisdom 
Literature, page 1450. - For thP. Metrical System of the poem see page 1524. 

*** Unless othen.:ise iudicated, the References in these notes are to the ~Metrical Sections 
(i-1) i11to which the text of this edition is divided. 

The Rearrangement of speeches in the Third Round 

It will be seen that in the third round of speeches I have varied from the division between 
the three speakers as it appears in A.V. and R.V. No alteration from the language of 
the R.V. is made: but verses 2-4 of chapter xxd are transferred to the commencement 
of chapter xxvii, and a corresponding change is supposed in the headings of speeches. 

Then answered Eliphaz the Ternanite, and said -
Chapter xxii. 

Then Job ans\\"ered and said -
Chapters xxiii, xxiv. 

Then ans\\"ered Bil dad the Shuhite, and said -
Chapter xxv, continued in xxvi. 5-14. 

Then Job ans\\·ered and said -
Chapter xxvi. 2·-4, continued in xxvii. 2-6. 

Then ans\\cred 7..ophar the Naamathite, and said
From chapter xxvii. 7 to end of chapter xxviii. 

Then Job answered and srrid -
Chapters xxix, xxx, xxxi. 

In the present edition these headings are replaced by the speakers' names, as is usual 
in dramatic works . 

.The reasons on which this arrangement is based are as follows. 

i. The utmost caution should be used in accepting conjectural emendation affecting 
the sense of individual sentences; but the principle does not apply to changes in points of 
form, such as the arrangement of speeches, especially as the sacred books have passed 
through centuries in which the principles of parallelism were lost. 

2. All critics recognise the difficulty of the text as it stands between chapters xxvi 
and xxviii (inclusive), which has the effect of making Job take up a position antagonistic 
lo his former contention and to his suhsequent words; and some commentators resort to 
violent explanations, such as prolonged irony, etc. 
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3. The most marked feature of literary style in the bo0k is its extreme parallelism; 
ds makes it most improbable that the third collo<juy should be imperfect, by the omission 
i a speech from Zophar, and a reply to him from Job. l\Iorcovcr, the change in the 
Jtroductory formulas when chapters xxvii and xxix are reached·- viz.: And Job again 
1ok 1tp Iris parable and said instead of the usual Job answered aml said - is very suspicious. 

4. The conjecture here adopted is substantially that of Griit7-, which is to a large extent 
"le same as Chcvne's. Some eminent.critics (e.g. Davidson, Driver) are deterred from 
ocking a third speech for Zophar by the shortness of Bildad's third speech (chapter xxv), 
:hich thcv take as an indication that the rontro,·ersy is becoming exhau>tcd. But the 
•resent conjenurc lengthens Rildad's speech and removes this objection. 

5. This rearrangement satisfies the important canon that emendations should explain 
1ow the distortions arose: otherwise, optima lectio pessima. Zophar (in the present ar
angement) says (chapter xxvii. 11): 

I will leach you co,.cernhtg the ha"d of God; 
That which is with the Almighty will I not conceal. 

Then, turning to his companions, to include them in his protest against Job, he continues: 

Behold, all ye your selves have seen it; 
Why then are ye become altogellier vain? 

(The all is explainer! by the presence of an audience; Elihu, for example, being one. The 
second line means: why are ye treatecl as of no conse<juence ?) This is a perfectly natural 
remark. But in a traditional age, which thought more of sentences than the poetic scene, 
the plural oil )'e led the reciter or copyist to connect tbe speech with Joh addressing the 
Friends. So tbe mistake crept in. 

The Question of Interruptions 

In addition to the change in the division of speeches discussed in the last note, the qµes
tion arises whether certain passages in what appear as speeches of Job in the received text 
are not to he understood as interruptions by lhe other speakers. Five passages are allected 
by this question: the commencement of section xiii, the first half of section xxix, and three 
short passages in section xxiii. In all these cases the words must be understood either as 
actuolly spoken by the other speakers, or as imaginary objections of theirs cited by Joh 
for the purpose of answering them. 

The absence of any break in the recei,·ed text has little weight: the considerations 
adduced in the last note show that the headings of speeches have not the same authority 
as the speeches thcm.-;e!vcs. The e\'idenccs on this question seem to me uncertain; on 
the whole, I have been led to dillerent conclusions in respect to the dillcrcnt passages. 

The dearest rnse seems to be section xxiii: and I have here assigned the three passag<'s 
to the three Friends respectively. (1) The fact lhat there are three is signir1cant: the sense 
of symmetry running through the whole poem is so distinct that it is easier to understand 
a triple interruption than the intervention of a single objector. (2) It comes as a confirma· 
tion that the three passages lit in with the inrlividual speakers in the order in which they 
always speak. The words falling in this arrangement to Eliphaz are: , 

Lo, their prosperity is not in their hand: 
The counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

N"ow the first of these lines is an echo of the picture painted by Elipha7- in his speech of this 
cycle (chapter xv. 20), and the second line occurs in his next speech (chapter xxii. 18). 
Bil dad's interruption is: 

God layeth up his iniquity for his children. 

It will he remembered that Bildad is the only one to allude (in his first speech, section vi) 
to the overthrow of J oh's children; and though he suggests guilt on their part, yet he evi-
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dently treats this as part of the general judgment in which Job himself is involved. And 
Zophar's interruption -

Shall any teach God knawledge, etc., 

is in tune with the opening of his first speech (page 1050). Too much stress, however, 
must not be la.id on this consideration, as the argl!ments of the three Friends all through 
have much in common. (3) A further confirmation comes a fe1y lines further on: 

Behold, I knO"..V your thoughts, etc., 

as if more interruptions were coming, and Job anticipates them. (4) It is another strong 
confirmation of this arrangement that these interruptions occur in just that part of the rjoem 
where they might most naturally be expected. Sections xxii, xxiii may he considered 
the turning-point of the debate: hitherto Joh had only resisted the doctrine of judgment; 
here he proceeds, not without trembling al his own boldness, to suggest that the revcrsl' 
of judgment appears as one of the regular ways of providence. Such a hold turn ll'ouid 
naturally call out immediate prote;t. 

The case is very different in section xxix. The whole rhythmic form of this is against 
the idea of interruption. Joh recites a popular view of the end of the prosperous wicked 
in a figure of 8, 2, and puts his own reading of providence in a figure of 2, 8. Such anti
strophic inversion is precisely in keeping with the matter,,on the view that Job speaks the 
whole. In section xxiii, on the contrary, the rhythmic form is that of interruption; the 
objections making irregular breaks, and the answers advancing by augmentation (5, 5, i?, 
II). . 

The most difficult case is the first four lines of section xiii. Here the rhvthmic form 
1s mterruption, as in xxm. The words would suit Zophar, who seems to admit.inlerruptin!( 
at the commencement of his speech in section xxi. But it is a solitary break, and can 
perfectly well be read as a citing of objection by Job. The evidence here seems equally 
balanced, and I have left the arrangement to stand as in the received text. 

A kindred question, but much more difficult, - indeed, to me the most perplexing 
question of form in the whole poem, - arbes in the last section (I). Job's speech of sub
mission is interrupted by the words: 

Who is this that hideth counsel without knowledge? 

and again, later, by the words: 

I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 

Are we to understand these words to be spoken at the time by the Voice out of the Whirl
wind: or are they echoes by Job of the Divine words spoken before? It seems to me that 
the consideratbns on both sides of the question arc very evenly balanced. 

It will be noted that these sentences are the opening words of the Divine Intervention, 
the first slightly, and the second considerably a bridged; the second also commences the 
Divine speech following Job's former submission, and the word 'declare' has come as 
a challenge to Job more than once in the course of the speech out of the storm. If the first 
of these interrupting lines stood alone, it might be preferable to assign it to Joh: it wou!il 
fit easily with its context. The second, though possible, is yet difficult lo understand Ill 

Job's mouth; coming after Job's 

Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak -

it makes a very abrupt break in the drift of the speech, without any specia: point l<:> com
pensate for this. On the other hand, the dramatic gain is very great if the other VIew be 
taken. From Job's first words the tempest begins to retreat, in harmony with Jo~'s sub
mission; and such retreat of the storm can he powerfully indicated by the b~eak1~g out 
of the rharacleristic words, which each time sound more in the distance. It 1s as if two 
more Divine remonstrances were co1nmcncing with the opening formula of the other two, 
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but each is arrested by Job's words of submission. This need not seem loo mechanirai a 
mode of ,k;iling with the Divine utterances, seeing that the rrash of thunder is throughout 
suggested I)\· the abrupt interrogatories which make the substance of the speech out of the 
otorm. \\"lwn again it is considC'red how very elaborately the approach of the ""hirlwind 
was indicaled in the words of Elihu, it will seem not unreasonable to expect that some 
l:lramalir cffel"l should be connected with its retreat: the broken echoes of the first crash 
make just the effect required, and it fits in with this suggestion that the lines in question 
lare the former scntenlTS abridged. 

Brief Conspectus of the Argument 

A dramatic debate may ha,·e all the force, but will certainly not have the logical order 
of a philosophic discussion; irruptions of personal feeling, and glancings at details of attack 
and defcncr, will S\\'a~· the main argument out of its regular course. It will be well ther 
for the reader, before he enters upon the detailed analysis of the poem, to fix in his mind 
the leading lines of thought, \\"hich, with whatever interruptions, are followed from the 
heginnin!( lo the end. 

The starting-point is the position taken up by Job in his Curse: his misery, and claim 
for a speedy end. To this position Job is continually subsiding after outbursts of passion
ate argument. The Friends treat this as ignoring a visitation of God. 

First Round of Speeches 
The Friends 

The Doctrine: All calamity is 
judgment upon sin. 

Basis of the Doctrine: The in
finite distance between God 
and man. 

Personal bearing of the Doc
trine: Joh a sinner, with a 
sinner's hope of restoration 
upon submission. 

All three lines of argument 
maintained. 

AU three lines of argument 
advanced to a climax. 

Second Round 

Third Round 

Job 

Opposition of facts to the Doc
trine: impunity of the wicked 
exists. 

Helplessness of short-lived 
man to bring his cause be
fore Omnipotence - momen
tary thought: a \'indi
cation · beyond death (dis
missed). 

Wavering courage for Appeal 
to the inAicting God against 
the Friends' misinterpretation 
of the inlliction. 

Job's opposition of facts against 
the Doctrine enhanced to a 
doubt whether impunity of 
the wicked is not a general 
thing. . 

His helpless position enhanced, 
his cause is artuallv sub
verted - thought of 

0

a Vin
dication beyond death en
hanced to a glorious cu
taintv. 

Appeai to Goel from the 
Friends now passionately 
made, and the Friends 
treated with contempt. 

Joh rises lo corresponding 
climaxes. 



Job 

The Doctrine [Zophar] made 
identical with all wisdom. 

Basis of the Doctrine [Bil dad:] 
distance between God and 
man in a climax of eloquence. 

Personal bearing [Eliphaz): 
suggestions of actual sins 
are made. 
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The visible impunity of the 
wicked formulaled as one 
of the laws of providence. 

The heavenly Vindicator not 
to be found: but the vindi
cation will come. 

The Oath of Clearing. 

[The subsidence into misery which appears in Job at intervals throughcuc :·ises to a 
formal climax just before the Oath of Clearing in the contrast of what he was 
and what he is.) 

Elihu 

Elihu modifies the Doctrine of the Friends: Affliction is not so much a judgment, as 
a warning against judgment to come. Provoked by the silence, first of Job and then of 
the Friends, he advances to threats of coming judgment - the first appearance of the 
storm leads to the idea that the threatened judgment is now impending. 

Divine Intervention 

An outburst emphasising the infinite mystery of all nature, of good as well as of bad -
when Job attempts a word of submission, a further outburst proclaims him unequal even 
to the mysteries of human government, how much more to the climax mysteries of nature 
- Job makes complete submission; and 

justifies him as against the Friends. 
Epilogue 

The Story Prologue 

The dramatic poem of Job rests upon a basis or frame of narrated story, which appear< 
at the beginning, the end, and briefly at the passage from the Debate to the Interposition 
of Elihu. Dramas regularly contain (or imply) a trace of story element in the 'stage 
directions,' which in modern literature there is a growing tendency lo expand (compare 
Wagner, Ibsen). This story frame lo Job is partly an enlargement of such stage directions .. 

[The Story Prologue is in prose. The only exceptions arc: (r) The Messengers' 
Speeches exhibit a form intermediate between verse and prose, external without 
internal parallelism; the lines correspond not with others in the same speech, 
but with similar lines in other speeches. (2) Job's first words of submission make 
two recitative couplets; a form which suggests a pause between the two. The 
same form is taken by his first submission at the end of the poem (section xlvii); 
his later submission (l) enlarges from this by augmentation, with interruptions. 
The same form (interrupted) underlies the Curse (i).] 

The greatest of all the children of the east. The name children of the east seems to be 
given in Scripture to the Arabian nomad peoples to the east of Palestine. Their present 
successors claim descent from Abraham. (Genesis, chapter xxix. I; Jeremiah, chapter 
xlix. 28.) - It may be that my sons have ... renounced Cod in their hearts. The word 
renounce is founded on the gesture of salutation, and (like the double meaning of the Greek 
chairete) may be used for welcoming or departure. The feeling underlying this expression 
may be illustrated by a later passage in the Oath of Clearing: 

If I beheld the sun when ii shined, 
Or the moon walking in brightness; 
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And my heart hath been secretly enticed, 
A ml my mo1uh hath kissed my hand: 

This also were an iuiquity lo be punished by the judges: 
For I should have lied to God that is above. 

Job 

This (and a somewhat similar passage in Deuteronomy, chapter iv. 19) brings before us 
the conception of the worship of Jehovah as a sense of sanctity and restraint, in contra
distinction to competing religions of revel and excitement; the gesture of an excited mo
ment might violate plighted troth to Jehovah . 

• Vow there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORI:. 
With this incident should be read Psalm ldii (margins of R. V.), and especially Psalr1' 
lxxxii (Cheyne's comment valuable). Other single passages may be compared, such as 
Psalms xxix. I; Ix xx ix. 6, 7; xcvii. 7; Job, chapter v. r, and Exodus, chapter xv. rr. With
out going into difficult questions as to the phrase sons of God or of the gods, or the identi
fication of these with seraphim of Isaiah, three main ideas may be kept distinct. (1) The 
sons of God are supernatural powers conceived to attend upon God as a council of officers 
upon a \<.ing. (2) They are conceived to be functionaries through whom God's govern
ment is carried on. (3) In Psalms lxxxii and !viii the sphere of government of these sons 
of God would seem to be the different peoples of the earth. They arc in these poems 
regarded as neglecting their duties, and (in Psalm lxxxii) threatened with degradation from 
their rank of immortals. Bnt in Job the suggestion is rather that the various parts of the 
universe, of which our earth is only one, are under their charge; and that 'Satan,' or 
'the Adl'Crsary, · has the oversight of ' the earth.' In support of Lhis view, compare the 
regular assocbtion of angels with stars (implied in such a phrase as ' the host of heaven,' 
and in such passages as Deuteronomy, chapter iv. 19; Isaiah, chapter xxxiv. 4; Psalm 
cxlviii. 3) with the picture later in this poem of the rejoicings over creation; 

Wizen the morning stars sang together, 
And all the sons of God shouted for joy. 

A11d the Adversary came also among them. The Adi•ersary is the marginal alternative 
of R.V. for' Sato.n' in the text. Either' the Adversary' or• the Satan' will convey the 
ri~ht impression. The essential points are: (1) The word is not a proper n'.lme, but a 
common noun, the name of an oAlce. (2) This officer is represented as coming amongst 
the other sons of (iod, and there is nothing in his reception to suggest any dilTcrcnce be~ 
tween him and the rest. (3) His ollice is that of Inspector or Guardian of the earth: the 
wonb From going lo and fro in the ear/It, and from walking up and duwn i11 it, besides being 
in themseh·es just descriptive of such an officer, are close to the words ("walk to and fro 
through the earth," fo·c times repeated) in the vision of Zechariah (chapters i. 7 to vi. 8), 
which undoubtedly are a formula expressing spirits of ministration of God ·on the earth. 
(~I \\'hen associations with the other use of the word 'Satan' are dismissed, it is easy to 
see that there is no malignity or sin in the Adversary's action in the present incident. To 
be suspicious is the function of an inspector; and he only does his duty in suggesting a 
pussihle flaw in the apparent integrity of Job. The Lord is not represented as showing 
any displeasure. The position of the Adversary is exactly that of the Advocatus Diaboli 
in the usai(es of the Roman Church, who has the function of making opposition to the 
canonisation of a saint, lest any flaw should be passed over. He is an 'adversary ' only 
in the sense in which any inspector or examiner is opposed to those on whom he exercises 
his office. The same title of an o!'.ln·r of heaven, and the same functions, appear in other 
passages of Scripture: compare Zechariah, iii. x; I Citron. xxi. 1, and I K iugs, xxii. 19. 
Finally ( 5) it is intelligihle how the name of an office should in time come to be applied as 
the name of an individual: the Adversary of God, and so champion of evil. 

With regard to the whole incident, it may be remarked that the views presented abov' 
are asSJsterl by the ritualistic character of the narrative. The exact repetition of questions 
and formularies in the description of the two clays sugge•ts that these are to he regarded 
as periodical gatherings, with formularies of ritual, as each son of God presents himself. 
It may be added, that the popular notions of 'Satan,' and his connection with the early 
stages of the world history presented in the Bible, are derived from Milton's working up 
of Scripture into Paradise Losl, rather than from the Bible itself. Bishop Bickerstetb, 
in his Yesterday, To-day, and Forever, has reconstructed the biblical story of Milton, and 
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harmonised Lhe conception of Satan in Joi> with the conception in the N.T. It is unneces
sary to point out that the prologue to Goethe's Faust is wholly founded on the ideas of 
this incident of Job. 

Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. The general sense is 
clear enough; but the exact force of the proverb is difficult to catch. Cox quotes a Jewish 
proverb which is helpful: " One gives one's skin to save one's skin, and all to save one's 
life." - And he sat among the ashes. Davidson quotes from Wetzstein a passage which 
brings chis clearly before our imagination. 

The dung which is heaped upon the Mezbele of the H auran villages is not mixed 
with straw, which in that warm and dry land is not needed for litter, and it comes 
mostly from solid-hoofed animals, as the flocks and oxen are left over-night in the 
grazing places. It is ca,ried in b,1skets in a dry state to this place before the village, and 
usually burnt once a month. . . . The ashes remain. . . . If the i•illage has 
been inhabited for centuries the Mezbele reaches a height for overtopping it. The 
winter rains reduce it into a compact mass, and it becomes by and by a solid 
hill of earth. . . . The Mezbele serves the inhabitants for a watchtower, and iu 
the sultry evenings for a place of concourse, because there is a current of air on the 
height. There all day long the children play about it: and there the outcast, who 
has been stricken with some loathsome malady, and is not all<r.ved lo enter the dwcll
iiigs of men, lays himself down, begging an alms of the passers-by by day, and by 
night sheltering himself among the ashes which the heat of the sun h<is warmed. 
There, too, lie the village dogs, perhaps gnawing a fallen carcase, which i.o often 
flung there. 

After this Joli ..• cursed his day. The word curse is quite distinct from the renounce 
(God) of previous passages. It simply implies execration. There is not here any approach 
to the renunciation of God, which the Adversary suggested as probable, and which Joh 
feared for his children, while his wife in a moment of distraction bade him rlo it. On the 
contrary, Job accepts his loss of all without resistance; only he insists now upon recognis
ing that all is lost, and he claims permission to die. There is no suggestion of rebellion 
against God, until the Friends contend that his doom is deserved. 

The Curse 

i, ii 

i. Job, in an outburst of sustained passion, execrates the time that brought him into 
existence. 

[The form of i is antistrophic couplets interrupted: an exact counterpart to 
Proverbs, vi. l 2; see note on page 1526. The interruption is a tour-de-force of terms 
for darkening, applied, six of them to the day of his birth, nine to the night of hie 
conception.] 

Who are ready to rouse up leviathan. Davidson's explanation of this passage is luck 
and inter~sting. It must be read with two other passages. One is in section xxx: 

By his spirit the heavens are garnished; 
His hand hath pierced the swift serpent. 

The other is from Isaiah, chapter xxvii. i: 

In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish 
leviathan the swift serpent, and leviathan the wiizding serpent; and he shall slay 
the dragon that is in the sea. 

The latter passage identifies the swift serpent with leviathan, or the dragon of th~ sea; 
the former passage identifies the piercing of this swift serpent with the act of clearing or 
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·arnishing the heavens. The idea is of the dragon or monster supposed to· produce eclipses 
1f the sun: those referred to in_ the Curse are magicians professing to rouse this dragon 
.nd so darken the sun. - It may be convenient Lo anticipate an expression used by Job 
vii. 12). 

Am I a sea or a sea-monster, 
That thou settest a watch over me? 

\s the sea-monster in the one passage is a danger to the heavenly bodies, so is it here to 
he land. And the wording seems to identify the conception of sea-monster (winding, or 
.-u.•ift, in the quotation from Isaiah) with the sea itself, twisting round the land, and at time• 
nvacling and <leslroying. 

ii. The feeling expressed in the first section is carried forward: If he was doomed lo 
>e Lorn, why was the luxury of immediate death denied him? Why now is life forced 
upon the miserable? 

[After a transitional quatrain the metre is antistrophic: each of the thoughts, death 
denied, life forced on him, has a strophe of the form 2, 4, 2, 6.] 

The Debate 

iii Eliphaz 

Eliphaz opens the Doctrine of the Friends: that all calamity is a judgment on sin -
but this is made a source of hope for Job through submission. - A climax passage makes 
a Basis for the Doctrine by a supernatural vision setting forth the infinite distance between 
God and man: there can be no human plea against a visitation of God. - The strain of 
hope yields another climax passage in the picture of Job's restoration. 

[Stanza system, with duplication and climax passages. (It is unnecessarv to mention 
reci{ative couplets, which may occur anywhere.) The doctrine (with its hope) 
appears in quatrains; the enlargement in stanzas of 2, 6 duplicating into 4, 12. 
The climax vision is antistrophic (2, 9); the other rlimax passage is a number 
sonnet (see page 1458) on the base 7, worked out in couplets.] 

ls not thy fear of God thy confidence, etc. The tenderness and grace of Eliphaz must 
be noted. He has the delicate task of suggesting to this pattern of the world that he has 
been secretly a sinner. His firsl hint of this is con\'eyed under the form of a hope for Job: 
if this mnwhelming disaster were a capricious accident, the sufferer would indeed be hope
less. But now his confidence in God's justice shows him penitence as a way of escape. -
To ·ii'/1ich of lite holy ones wilt thou titrn: see above, page 166r. - Man is born unto trouble 
as the sparksJly 11/n1:ard: that is, the visitation of calamity is no accident, but is as much 
a law of nature (viz. its connection with sin) as that of the upward tendency of fire. 

iv, v Job 

iv. Job [in antistrophic interlacing: 7, 6; 7, 6], as if speaking to himse;., justifies 
the position taken up in the Curse: his sufferings give him a right to complain and ask 
for a speedy end. 

v. Speaking aloud, Job now expresses disappointment at the Friends who have given 
him rebuke instead of comfort - then, after a transitional passage challenging them to 
look him in the face and accuse him, Job turns to God, and justifies the position taken in 
the Curse: man's life is that of one hired for a period of service - after another transitional 
passage of misery, Job rises to a climax of bitter appeal against what he presents as God's 
pcrse.cution of the helpless - finally he subsides into a cry for pardon of whatever trans
gression he may have committed, in view of the near end. 

[The transitional passages, as always, are of alternate parallelism. The rest is in 
stanzas with extreme duplication (1, 6; 2, 12; 3, 18). The protests against the 
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Friends and the first appeal to God make three stanzas of 2, 12; then the clima.:i 
intensifies to 3, 18, and the final subsidence is in 1, 6.] 

Am I a sea or a sea-monster: see above, page 1663. 

vi Bildad 

The doctrine of the Friends reasserted, with appeals to nature and tradition. Hope 
of restoration not omitted. 

(Stanzas of 2, 4; with very curious examples of interruption. The first stanza, which 
is a conditional sentence (If thou wert pure and holy, etc.), has the interruption 
of conditional sentences more remote (If thy children, etc.). Similarly, the fourth 
stanza, which is to work out the previously suggested illustration of the rush, i> 
interrupted (at the beginning) with a further illustration of the spider's web.) 

vii-x Job 

vii. Joh [in antistrophic introversion: 4, 6; 6, 4 and 4, 3; 3, 4 bis] dwells on the hope
lessness of submitting his cause to Overpowering Strength. 

viii. The strain is continued [changing to antistrophic interlacing]: the further grouncl 
of hopelessness in his short life. 

ix. Job appeals to God against a persecution which is a persecution of God's own 
workmanship, and of unrelenting severity against helplessness. 

(This is an introduction and irregular pendulum figure. The pendulum figure ;, 
repeated: the first has lines swaying between the idea of God"s workmanship 
(left) and harsh judgment (right); the second, between Job's conduct (left) 
and watchful judgmen_t (right).] 

x. Finally Job subsides [in quatrain stanzas] to the position taken in the Curse: his 
right to beg a speedy end. 

xi Zophar 

Zophar enlarges upon the basis of the Friends' doctrine: the distance between Goel 
and man: the only hope is submission. 

[Stanza system. Three stanzas (of 4, 2) describe Job resisting a.nd Job repentini.: 
-then two (of 2, 12) dwell on the immeasurable greatness of God, and the 
hope of restoration.] 

xii-xv Job 

xii. Joh commences with blunt opposition of facts to the Friends' doctrine: impunity 
of the wicked is to be seen, as well as their punishment. 

[The figure is antistrophic inversion: 2, 3; 3, 2; 3, 2; 2, 3. This is a curious example, 
almost amounting to introverted introversion.] 

Wh" knowclh not in all these that "the hand of the LORD lzatlz wrought this?" Delitzsrh 
makes the excellent sug!lestion that there is a proverb quoted here (comparing Isai<1h, 
chapter xii. 20); this turns what seems a vague weakness (in the this) into a fine strok<' 
of argument. This line must be connected with the previous line, Who lm=eth not s111 Ii 
things as these? They have offered Job commonplaces of Dh·inc judgment; he retorts 
with commonplaces of impunity, hringing out their commonplaceness by the phrase ot 
a current proverh. . 

xiii. Continuing, Job confronts the 'wisdom of the aged,' which has been cited tu 
him, with anoLher wisdom seen in the actions of Irresistible Strength (as it were, the logic 
of events). 

(The form may be called Augmenting Interruption. An ohjection (as if in the ob
jector"s words) interrupts the speaker: his reply makes two rhetoric masses, aug· 
menting from 2, 8 to 2, 20. Compare sections xxiii and I.] 
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xiv. The idea is gathering strength of an appeal to God against God's own visitation 
1s intcq•retcd by the Friends - Job sways between longing to make the appeal, and awe 
if the Power to be appealed to. 

[Two pendulum figures. In the first the swaying is between the idea of appealing 
to l;od against God himself (left) and the Friends making false picas out of 
subservience to God (right) - in the second the swaying is between the appeal 
to God (left) and awe of God (right).) 

xv. The feeling of awe has prevailed, and Job sinks back to despair of short-lived 
man - this leads to a momentary glimpse of the idea of a vindication beyond the grave 
- \\ hich is instantly rejected, and the most miserable despair follows. 

(Antbtrophic interlacing and then inversion: 4, 2; 4, 2 J, 4; 4, 3 7, 4; 4, 7.] 

011/y for himsdf his f.csh hath pai11, aud for himself his so11/ 111ourueth. This is one of 
the >trongcst passages depicting the semi-existence of the sou! after death has transported 
it to Sheol or the Grave. Other passages may be read with this (Job, chapter iii. 13-19; 
x. 21, 22; x,·ii. 13-15) to support the idea of Sheol as a habitation of more or less conscious 
C::\istencc, with worms and corruption for companions. The flesh waslcs away and the 
per>ons bcrome 'Rephaim' or Shades (.lob, chapter xni. 5, 6). Only an occasional burst 
of faith pictures a deliverance from Sheol (Ioli, chapter xix. 25-27). 

xvi, xvii Eliphaz 

xvi. Eliphaz exclaims against Job, as resisting alike the united wisdom of his friends, 
and the Yisitation of God. 

(Stanza system: guatrains contain the resistance to the Friends; stanzas of 2, 4 the 
resistance to God.) 

w;tlt us arc both the grayltcaded and the very aged men, 11111clt elder thaii thy father. It 
is tempting to understand these w_ords as relating to some one present, though, of t·ourse, 
they need not have this meaning. Zophar seems to speak with the tone of extreme age; and 
it would be in acronfa.nce with this idea that to him is given the peroration (so to speak) 
oi the Friends' cas1', as Eliphaz has its formal opening. But of course this whole idea 
rests on vcrv slender foundation. 

_xvii. D;,ctrine of the Friends emphasised: Judgment is descending on the impious, 
while all appearances arc to the contrary. 

[Pendulum figure, with quintet opening and· conclusion. The pendulum sways 
between the secret or open misery of the wicked (left) and his proud sin (right). j 

He hat'.z covered his face with his fatness, and made collops of fat 011 his flanks. The 
same assoncttion of fat and sin is prominent in Psalm lxxiii. 

xviii Job . 

. Al':" a transitional passage [alternate parallelism,] of contempt for the Friends, Job 
gl\·e~ h1r:1~d[ .to a sustained appeal to God: swaying (in pendulum figure] betwe~r: the mis~ry 
of his v1s1tat10n [left] and his appeal to the visiting God rather than the m1S1nterprct111g 
Friends (right]. 

xix Bildad 

A~ter_ a possin~ rebuke to Job's contempt [alternate parallelism] Bildad supports the 
doctrine in a sustarned outburst (triplet recitative and alternate parallelism]: Shall Job be 
an exception to universal law? 

xx Job 

After a_tran~itional passage of personal irritation, Job proceeds to an address in whi1 h 
two opposite sides of his general position arc intensified. His cause he now declares to 
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be subverted by God (hitherto he had spoken of the difficulty of submitting it). In the 
reaction from the misery so described he suddenly rises to a certainty of the vindication 
hereafter (hitherto brought for\\'ard only to be rejected). With the power of this concep
tion he almost faints; then resumes the misery, which is interrupted by the speech of 
Zophar. 

[The sustained picture of misery is in alternate parallelism. By interruption, the 
confidence of vindication beyond the grave appears in quatrain stanzas, the last 
lacking one line, as Job breaks oIT in a half-fainting condition. He resumes 
the alternate parallelism; and one of these couplets is imperfect as Zopha r 
breaks in.] 

xxi Zophar 

The doctrine of the Friends intensified: the short triumph of the wicked is only lo 
emphasise his fall. This is a providential law. 

[Stanzas introducing a pendulum figure: the criminal (right) and his retribution 
(left). A very close parallel is Proverbs, i. 24-33.) 

xxii, xx iii Job 

XXll. Job, after a transitional passage, which expresses the disturbing emotions at
tending a sudden thought, proceeds lo open [in alternate paralielism] his doubt whether 
the impunity of the wicked is not a general principle. 

xxiii. The thought is continued, in the way of dealing with stock objections against 
such alleged impunity. According to the note above (page 1657) I understand these ob
jections to be actually spoken by the three Friends. 

[The form, as in the similar section xiii, is augmenting interruption: the objections 
(four) appear irregularly as interruptions; the answers augment in the proportions 
5, 5, 8, II.] 

xxiv, xxv Eliphaz 

xxiv. Falling back on the basis of the doctrine, the.awful distance of God from man, 
Eliphaz then brings the personal bearing of the Friends' doctrine to a climax in direct acni
sations of offences on Job's part. 

[Stanza system: stanzas of 2, 4 contain the basis ideas; stanzas of 8, 4 the dirr..i 
accusations.) 

xxv. Then Eliphaz puts for the last time the hope that lies for Job in submission. 
[Transitional quatrain and pendulum figure, swaying between Job's submissive attitude 
(right) and his restoration (left).] 

xxvi-xxix Job 

xxvi. This attack has brought back Job to his own case; he falls back [in anti
strophic inversion: 2, 8; 8, 2] upon the thought of the heavenly Vinrlicator, who is not to 
be found in this world, but will certainly clear him. 

xxvii. The meditative strain is continued [in quatrain stanzas]: Job feels his innoceni" 
and yet his helplessness against the Almighty. 

xxviii. Then he passes from his personal case to the general impunity of the wicked; 
and what before was a doubt, is now calmly formulatcxl as apparently one of the 'aws of 
mysterious providence. 

[After the question has been opened in a recitative couplet, the section falls into trip
let stanzas with duplication. But the duplication is irregular in the first of the 
two sextets: instead of the parallelism running aabbbb, it runs abbbaa. I sup
pose this may be classed as a form of variation; but there is no similar case in 
Job.] 
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11'/ry arr ti111cs 1101 laid up hy the Almighty? On the word times, sec on page 1639. 
'he use here is dose to that in Essay II of Ecclesiastes (pag<' 1012): "Cod shall judge 
1c righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for every 
•ork." Jn th<' whole passage the stqH of social evolution are scienlifirally discriminated: 
1) encroachment, by remo\·ing bounciariesJ on the common land; (b) the consectuent 
lrmation of a c:ass sinking into hardship and poverty; (c) the intensi(ication of this 
ardship by close contact with wealth: 

A 11d bring a11-lwn.grred they carry the sheaves; 
They make oil withi11 the walls of these mw; 
They tread their wine-presses and suffer thirst. 

d) Ne~1 we have the crowding of population in cities, and the violence of city crime; 
e) finaHy, the rise of a distinctly criminal class, whose whole existence is a warfare against 
he light: in this way !lie mornhrg is to all of the111 as the shadaw of death. 

xxix. The stock objections against this view of the impunity of the wicked as part of 
~1od's providence are cited and ansv,•ered. 

(Unlike the previous sections dealing with objections (xiii, xxiii) the form of this pas
sage is antistrophic inversion: 8, 2; 2, 8.] 

xxx Bildad 

Rildad hrings to a climax the basis of the Friends' doctrine: the infinite distan.:e 
between liod ancJ man [in a s;ngle pendulum figure: God's infinite greatness (right), 
inability of man to maintain his cause against such power (left)]. 

The Shades tremble: sec note to xv, µage 1665. - be1m1th the waters a11d the inhabi
larrts thereof: this is the lora~ion of Sheol as the lowest rnnccivahle region. Compare 
A mos, chapter ix. 3; Psalm rxxxix. 8. - Destruction hath 110 C07}ering: bdow (section 
xxxiii) thi> term is used as a synonym of Sheol. - He closeth i11 the face of his thro11e, 
a11a spreadeth his cloud 11pu11 it: the idea is, that the storm is the moving Presence of God, 
but the cloud> conceal him from our eyes; compare Psalm xviii. 9. 

He bcn.t•rd the hea1Jeus also, and cam'! d07.l•n; 
A11d thic/1 darkness was 1111dcr his feet. 
And he rode upon a cherub, a11d did /ly: 
Yea, he flew swiftly upo11 the wi11gs of the u•i11d. 
He made darkuess his hiding pftlff, his pai•ilion round al10ut him,· 
Dark11ess of waters, thick clouds of the skies. 

He hath drscri/Jed a bo1111dary upon the fa~e of the waters, uuto the confines nf light a11d dark
ness. This is the mystery of the horizon: which is associated with ocean, because there 
only is it visible without interruption. Compare below (xlvi): 

As for darlmess, -.J.•here is the p!acr thereof? 
Thrrt thou shouldest take it to the bo1111d thereof, 
A 11d that thou shouldest discern the paths to the house thereof? 

The idea of this last is, being able to carry darkness forward to the horizon, ancl back again 
to the plarc from which it came. So ~Iilton's Satan, wandering on the outer surface of 
the 'World,' secs the light of the Empyrean streaming through the opcr.ing passag~ from 
heaven to earth : 

So wide the op'11in1. seem'd, where ho1111ds were set 
Tu darkness, such us bound the ocean 'lC..'tJVC. 

His hand hath pierced the swift serpent; sec note above, page 1662. 
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xxxi Job 

As the Friends persi,t in ignoring his doubts, Job, after a transitional passage of con· 
tempt (alternate parallelism], brieOy returns to the assertion of his own personal case: 
he will never be moved from the position that God has subverted his cause (antistropbic]. 

xxxii, xxxiii Zophar 

Zophar, on behalf of the three Friends, prepares to bring the discussion to a conclusion. 
He first (xxxii) calmly states over again the doctrine of Judgment on the wicked; and then 
(xxxiii) makes the fear of God and his judgments the basis of universal wisdom. This 
makes the climax or peroration of the Friends' case. 

(Alternate parallelism as Zophar begins to speak (xxxii), followed by quatrao'1 stanzas 
for the simple statement of the Doctrine. The climax (xxxiii) is a compl,te 
sonnet, consisting of elaborate strophe, antislrophe, ana conclusion. Herc i' 
one of the few examples of variation in this poem (above, page 1519). The 
couplets of the strophe are broken by two successive triplets, and the same thing 
occurs in the antistrophe, hut not at the same place.] 

Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; why then are ye become altogether vain? These 
words are in accordance with the idea tha.t Zophar is summing up the case for the Friends, 
as the materials of the de hate arc evidcnllv exhausted, and Job is more immornble than 
ever. He has sai<l, I will teach you, and then turns to include his colleagues in his views: 
Ye yourselves have seen ii; why, then, he asks, are ye become altogether 'Vnin? that i~, why 
are your united attestations to go for nothing with Joh? -The difficulty of these words 
in the Bible arrangement of the speeches, by which all this falls lo Job, is felt by all com
mentators. The words are further of interest as possibly explaining how the misplacing 
of the speeches came about (see above, page 1657). 

xxxiv-xxxvi Job 

The formal conclusion to Job's side of the discussion will be the Oath of Clearing. In 
these sections, as if to emphasise the coming oath by a pause of delay, Job soliloquises in 
a climax picture of the misery which was the starting-point of the Curse. xxxiv b a pio·
ture of what Job ''"''s; xxxv the contrast, what he has become; while in xxxvi he sinks 
into a wail of utter misery. 

[ xxxiv is a com bi nation of antistrophic interlacing and inversion: the stClnzas succeed 
one another in the order: strophe r, strophe 2, strophe 3; antistrophe 2, anti
strophe 3, anlistrophe r. The first strophe is of the figure abbbaabbbb; slroph~ 
2 has the form 2, 6, and strophe 3 the form 2, 4.] 

[xxxv is antistrophic interruption (described above, page 1526). - xxxvi has a stanza 
system: quatrains and stanzas of 2, 8 .] 

The Oath of Clearing 

xxxvii 

Job rises, and in the most formal manner, falling into a traditional form of oath, dis· 
claims all such sins as he could be suspected of: the form of speech being elastic enough lo 
admit emotional outbursts of horror at the suggested sin, or longing for appeal to God. 

(The form is a triple pendulum: a swaying between three tones. One is the enumern· 
tion of the supposed sins: If. . . Another is the denunciation of evil on him
self, if he have committed them: Thm . . . The third is a sort of permitted 
interruption of the formal oath to express the swearer's horror of the sin, or appeal 
to God against the idea of being guilty. The idea that this is a recognised for
mula appears not only from the repetition here in some kn slan;1,as, but also from 
the exact parallelism of form with a similar oath of disclaiming in Psalm vii. 
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0 LORD my God, if I have done this; 
If there be z'.niq1tity in my hands; 
If I hai'fi rewarded ei>il unto him that was at·peace with me; 

(Yea, I haw delh•ercd him that without cause was mine adversary:) 
Let tlzr enemy phrsuc my soul, and ~'Verlake it,· 
Yea, let him tread my life down to the eartn, 
And lay my glory i:: the dust/] 

Job 

If like Adam I c01•crcd my lra11sgrcssio11s . .. so that I kept silence and went not out of 
re door. The general drift is, Job had never done anything to be ashamed of. To 
are.phra5C: If like Arlam (when he hearrl the mice of God in the garden and hirl him
olf) Job had secret transgressions that forced him to keep in biding from public con
tmpt-. The sentence is never finished: there comes the natural interruption of a long-
11g for a distinct indictment: how can he answer charges of sin not even made? 

Tlzc «'ords of Joh are ended! I understand these words to belong to the poem (not sim
ly to the written .\IS.). Job waves a dismissal of the debate, and sinks down on the ash-
10und in dignified silence. 

The Interposition of Elihu 
Elih.1 the son of Earache/ the Buzite, of the family of Ram. The only literary significance 

f this description is the suggestion of this speaker as representing a kindred people to the 
•ther speakers hut not the same: as if in a dialogue of English personages an American were 
o interpose. It seems natural - though in a work that is parabolic rather than historic 
•here can he no certainty - to associate 'the land of Uz' with Uz the first-born son of 
:\ahor, .\braham's brother; lluz was the second son. Their descendants would be kindred 
ribcs of monolheists, with their ethnological variations; the large infusion of Aramaic 
'1emcnts into the original of Elihu's speeches bears this out. The names 'Elihu,' 'Eara
che!,' keep up the suggestion of monotheist race (the words mean' my God is he,'' may God 
oless '). - Of the J.1mily of R<lm. The experts have not been able to make anything substan
:ial of this; it is e_nough to suggest that he is 'a man of family.' 

xx:xviii-xlv 

The Interposition of Elihu takes the form of a succession of speeches: there is no speaker 
beside Elihu, but the multiplication of his addresses is due to circumstances connected with 
the scene and the demeanour of the auditors. 

After he has gradually introduced and then expounded his argument, he then (at the 
close of xi) appeals to Job, and pauses for his reply: 

If tho11 hast any thing to say, answer tr.e: 
Speak, for I desire lo justify thee. 
If not, hearken thou m1to me. 

Job's silence evidently nettles Elihu, and he turns to the Friends: Hear my words, ye wise 
men . . . 7.i'hat man is like Job, who drinketh up scorning like water? The speech so 
prowikcd deals with presumption; and at the end Elihu again tries to take tr° Friends 
with him in his condemnation of Job: 

Men of understanding will say unto me, 
Yea, every wise man that heareth me: 

Job speaketh without knowledge, .• 
For he addeth rebellion unto his sin, 
He clappeth his hands among us. 

But the Friends evidently ignore this appeal. Accordingly the next speech (xiii) is directed 
against them as well as Job: 

I will answer thee, 
A1ul thy companions with thee. 
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At the dose of xiii a similar pause may be understood; but as both parties continue to 
ignore the youthful speaker, he has in the next speech (xliii) to take refuge in increased self
assertion: I will fetch my knowledge from afar • . . one that is perfect in knowledge is with 
thee. 

But meanwhile another external stimulus has appeared to the eloquence of Elihu. At the 
opening of xiii, whci-~ he had just suffered the double slight of the Friends' silence following 
that of Job, he seems to look up to the sky, and finds there a starting-point: 

Look unto the heavens, and see. 

Now from the end of xliii this sky of the land of Uz seems to show signs of change; anrl 
from this point to the close of his speeches, Elihu's words are inspired wholly l:y the 
changing heavens. These changes are traced below (sections xliv, xiv). 

xxxviii. Elihu, with mingled excitement and nervousness, apologises as a young man 
for interposing in a debate of his elders; but his feelings are roused by the sight c·' ;. 'J 
justifying himself against God, and the Friends unable to answer him. 

[This nervousness gradually stiffening to self-assertion is admirably expressed by 
the form of augml:!nting alternation: r, I; I, I; 2, 2; 2, 2; 4, 4; 4, 4; 
6, 6; 6, 6. See above, page r525.] 

xxxix. In this short section Elihu briefly states Job's position, and briefly opposes to it 
v;hat is the basis of the Friends' doctrine: the distance between God and man. 

[A case of antistrophic suspension: see above, page r526.] 

xi. Here Elihu reaches his real answer to Job, and contribution to the argument. It is 
that calamity is a warning, just as truly so as Elipbaz's vision, which was the foundation for 
the doctrine of the Friends. He urges this view on Job, and pauses for his reply. 

[The form is antistrophic duplication, set in a suspended introductory sexlet. As to 
the latter, the couplet -

For God speaketh once, 
Yea twice, though man regardeth it not-

is clearly continued in the four lines: 

Lo, all these things doth God work, 
Twice, yea thrice, with a man; 
To bring bacll !tis soul from the pit, 
That he may be enlightened with the light of the living. 

Between comes the whole doctrine of Elihu. Similarly, in section xxxix, his nega
tion of Job's doctrine was contained in a sextet, which was suspended to interpo~f' 
in the middle of it the statement of Job's position. -The antistrophic duplication 
which is the form of Elihu's main argument is fully explained above; sec page 
r525. Note also the reiteration: J-Ie keepeth back his soul from the pit, Deli<'tr 
him from going dcr.t•n to the pit, in the corresponding parts of the vision warn in.Lt 
and the warning of affliction. The section ends in a transitional passage of alter
nate parallelism, in which Job is called upon for an answer.] 

xii. Receiving no reply from Job, Elihu appeals to the Friends against Job's presump
tion, and enlarges on the sin of presumption generally. At the close he connects this with 
his main argument, the rejection of the warning containe<l in affliction; and gives a first 
hint of further judgment in store for Joh (would that Joh were tried unto the end). 
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[Stanza system: quatrain stanzas express the greatness of God; septets the special 
sin oi presumption.] 

For hath any said 1tnlo God, "I have borne," etc. This is recognised as an obscure pas
age, but its sense is assisted by our remembering that Elihu's main point is the rejection 
1f the warning implied in alll.iction. He now says in effect: Has any man ever submitted 
o the warninrr conveved in calamity and shall his recompense be other than restoration? 
~lihu does nor say" Other than resto.ration," but" as thou wilt" because he is trying to put 
fob's thought. Job must suppose that the recompense will be something else than restora
ion, or else he would not refuse to take this course; but what Job can suppose it to be 
Elihu cannot concei\"c: Thou must choose, not I. 

xiii. Disappointed at the silence of the F. iends, Elihu looks up to heaven, and there 
,1nds a fresh inspiration: the God of that hea,.;i can have no motive for injustice. He re
turn~ to the theme of men's rejection of the warning of affiiction, and gives a second hint of 
[urther judgment in store for Job (beca1tse he hath not visited in his anger). 

[Introduction and stanza system: quatrains express the distance between God and 
man, stanzas of 2, 4 the neglect of the warning conveyed by affliction.] 

xliii. Falling back upon his own thoughts, in the absence of encouragement from with
out, Elihu brings to a climax his doctrine of warning calamity, and utters a similarly inten
sified threat of judgment on Job's impenitence: Tho1t artf1ttl of the jitdgement of the wicked: 
as if to say, "Thou art even now ripe for judgment." 

· [Introduction and triplet stanzas, with regular duplication.] 

xliv, xiv. At this moment the first signs of the approaching storm attract attention, 
and Elihu catches the thought that the judgment with which he has threatened Job is that 
moment impending. From this point Elihu's speech is entirely occupied with the increasing 
storm. 

[The crescendo in the storm without is reflected (xliv) in augmenting alternation: r, 3; 
r., 3; 2, 6; 2, 6; 4, 12; 4, I 2. - The actual climax (xiv) is in sustained 
alternation.] 

The leading effec_t in all this part of the poem is the absorption of the thought with the 
signs of approaching tempest. It is not essential that every detail should be connected 
with some present disturbance: to a certain extent Elihu may generalise upon what the 
visible scene presents (e.g. He sealeth 1tp the hand of every man is most naturally understood 
of winter in general). Of course, in regard to a large proportion of lines, the language would 
be the same whether Elihu were speaking of the general works of God in nature or of a tem
pest then rising. But some of the lines cannot be interpreted in this general sense; for 
example: 

And again: 

A.gain: 

At this also my heart trembleth, 
And is mtrJed n1tt of its place. 
Hearken ye 1tnlo the noise of his voice, etc. 

Hearken unto this, 0 Job: 
Stand still, and consider the wondro1ts works of God. 

We cannot order 01tr speech by reason of darkness. 

These being necessarily called forth by present phenomena, the rest of the description goes 
with them. 

The most important point is to note the order of the natural phenomena pictured by 
Elihu, and how this agrees with the approach of the whirlwind. The transition to this 
section is made by the words: 

Behold, God doeth loftily in his power: 
Who is a teacher like unto him? 
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Then we get, in regular succession, drawing up of drops of water which distil in rain from 
his vapour, which the skies pour down - spreadings of clouds - thunderingsoand lightning 
- cattle showing recognition of the storm that cometh up. Then some thunder clap at which 
Elihu's heart trembleth and is moved out of its place - thunder under the whole heaven, 
lightning unto the ends of the earth. - Next snow and cold out of the north mingles with the 
wind storm out of the chamber of ;.'ie south, while beasts go into coverts; the thick cloud laden 
with moisture is thus turned about in terrible whirlwind violence. After the next hearken 
we hear of the balancings of the clouds (the black mass is descending on t<> the speakers): 
they who, a few moments ago, were chilled with the icy snow and wind now find their ga1-
ments too warm, when the earth is struck quiet with the suffocating south wind. Tl-: stc'r 
cloud has now plunged them in its thickest darkness: 

Teach us what we shall say unto him; 
For we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness. 
Shall it be told him that I would speak? 
If a man speak, surely he shall be swallowed up. 

From this point we have no longer a whirlwind, but a supernaturai visitation, appropriate 
to the ushering in of Deity. Every clause must be studied. And now men cannot look on 
the light when it is bright in the skies, when the wind hath passed, and cleansed them. The 
whirlwind has blown the encompassing cloud to form a dark background in the distance: 
against which appears a supernatural brightness too vivid to gaze upon. 

Out of the north cometh golden splendour: 
God hath upon him terrible majesty. 

They recognise this blaze of glory, golden yet too bright to gaze upon, as the visible glory of 
God. The north must not be taken of the north wind cleansing the skies, but of the north 
as in prophetic imagination the quarter specially associated with the Divir_e abode, or the 
direction from which the God of Judgment makes his appearance. This is perfectly clear 
from Isaiah, chapter xiv. lJ: 

And thou saidst in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God; and I will sit upon the mount of congregation, in the uttermost parts 
of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most 
High. 

(Compare Ezekiel, chapter i. 4; Jeremiah, vi. l; i. 13-14, etc.). It is a regular feature of 
the theophanies of Scripture to have a supernatural brightness as a stage beyond the natural 
tempest. Thus in Ezekiel's vision (i. 4): 

Behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, a great cloud, with a fire flashing con
tinually and a brightness round about it, .etc. 

Again, in the appearance to Elijah the order is, wind rending the mountains, then earth
quake, then fire, and then the Voice. (Compare verses l l and l 2 of Psalm xviii. In the 
Ode of Habakkuk there is the combination of supernatural brightness and nature cor.vul
sion, but the wind and darkness are wanting.) 

The Divine Intervention 

xlvi-1 

For the general significance of the Divine Intervention see Introduction, page 1491 .. 
xlvi. The first part of the Divine Intervention is made up of startling interrogatone3 

as to the mysteries of the universe (broken occasionally by quieter description): the sugges
tion being that the mystery of suffering is not greater than these. - The i.dea of thunder 
crashes must be kept in mind throughout. 

[The form is a triple pendulum: see above, page 1525.~ 
1672 



.'liotes to Particular Books 9f-- Luke 

xlvii. A brief transitional section in which Job interjects words of submission [in two 
:ouplets: see note on the form of the Prologue, above, page 1660.] 

xi viii. In a tone less terrible, even human government is presented as a task too hard for 
Job. [Recitative and quatrain stanzas]. _ 

xlix. As if without break in the violence of the storm, the chief wonders of land and 
;ea are instanceu in elaborate detail, behemoth and leviathan: the argument of course a 
continuation of xlvi. 

[The form is sustained alternation, with a passage of triplet interruption: the alternate 
parallelism contains the tour-dejorce of description; the interrupting passage, 
the feehleness of man before these monsters.] 

I. Job makes his full submission. Job had been awed by the thought of God's presence 
when it was but a thing spoken of: now he has attained it he feels himself but dust and 
ashes. (Compare Introduction, page 1493.) All this while the Voice out of the Storm is 
dying away. 

[The form must be described as augmenting interruption: compare above, notes to 
section xiii, and on the form of the Prologue (page 1660).] 

Who is this that hideth co1msel without knuwledge? ••• I wilt demand of thee, and 
declare tho11 111110 me. On the difficulties connected with these sentences see a special note 
above, page 1658. 

Story Epilogue 

The significance of the Epilogue has been discussed in the Introduction, pages 1491, 
1493· (The form is plain prose.] 

Notes to St. Luke's Gospel 

This is, with the Acts of the ,']post/es anc' the Epistles of St. Paul, and with the other 
epistles, made here a continuous scheme of New Testamecit History. Compare Introduc
tion, page l 496. 

The differing purpose and spirit of St. Luke's Gospel in comparison with that of St. 
Matthew is reflected in the natural didsions into which the narrative is found to fall. 
Matthew is essentially a thinker, and his divisions spring from stages in the developing 
'kingdom' of God. Luke, as his preface suggests, is an annalist, carefully verifying and 
fitting tradition~ into their local surroundings. Hence - apart from the opening and clos
ing sections which arc the same in both treatments - the main divisions of the present work 
may be c•lled local and temporal: (a) the ministry in Galilee, which finds a climax in the 
confe"iun of the l\!cssiah by Peter ancl the rest; (b) the way from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
marked In· an expectancy of a kingdom soon to be revealer!; (c) Jesus in Jerusalem, 
where again the narrative falls mostly into the same divisions as in the other gospels. 

I 
i. 46. My soul doth magnify the Lord, etc. This and the other verse passages which 

follow, may Le considered examples of lhc 'Antique Rhythm' which distinguishes most of 
the poetic outpourings retained in the historical books of the 0.T. (sec page i596]. Its 
elastic 'strain' [a couplet of which either line may be strengthened by an additional line, 
hut not both] makes it specially suitable for extemporaneous composition. It is notice
able, however, that these passages arc less clear examples of parallelism than similar pas
sages of the O.T.: no doubt because the Greek language does not lend itsc'.f to parallelism 
so readily as the Hebrew. 

II 
Page 1099. Genealogy of Jesus Christ. The difference of outer form in this as com

pared with the Matthew genealogy is in keeping with differences of suhstance. Details 
cannot be here discussed; but probably (a) Matthew's is a copy of the official register, in 
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which links may be omitted, as the only purpose is to establish Davidic descent; (b) Luke's 
is the actual descent through l\fary: the marriage of Joseph with Mary having constituted 
him the 'son,' that is, legal heir, of her father Heli. 

III 

The matter of this section centres clearly around the idea of the ministry in Galilee, 
and culminates in the Recognition of the Messiah by the Disciples. What links are 
necessary are given by the marginal headings in the text. 

viii. 1-19. This corresponds to Section VII of St.Matthew. The distinction Matthew 
makes emphatic betll'een the doctrine taught to the circle of disciples and that to the mul
titude is not formally stated by Luke. It is however the point of the passage (viii. 16), 
No man, when he hath lighted a lamp, etc.: the esoteric teaching is only given on ccndition 
of its being made public to others. Compare below, page 1696. 

IV 
As the title to this section suggests, the connection of its matter is twofold. (1) Tlie 

long sustained journey: thus the starting-point of several incidents is local [e.g. ix. 51, 57; 
x. 38; xi. l ; xvii. I l ; xviii. Jr, 35; xix. I]. ( 2) The growing sense of a crisis at hand, and 
expectation of the revelation of " the kingdom " : this is seen to alTect Jes us himself, his 
disciples, the character of the crowds of followers, the opponents of Jes us. - The mar
ginal headings in the text bring out such links of connection. 

xi. 14-36. The content of this passage is substantially parallel to that of Matthew 
xii. 22-45, though the order is varied; the last paragraph of Luke's section [image 
of the lamp] serves the same purpose as Matthew's image of the tree and its 
fruit. [See note on page 1695.] The unclean spirit when he is gone out of the 
man: the connection of this seems difficult in Luke's version, it is clearer in the 
fuller section of St. Matthew. The foundation of the blasphemy is the rejection 
of the divine spirit of healing; the inherently unclean, with evidence of healing 
before their eyes, make their souls the seat of yet greater uncleanness. 

v 
The subdivisions of this section are simple: the triumphal entry into Jerusalem and 

cleansing of the temple - the challenge of Christ's authority - the test questions, anrl 
the way these are met by Jesus, with his denunciation of the opposition, and (apparently 
by contrast) exaltation of the poor widow - the discourse of the end of all things. This 
falls into sections similar to those of the other reports of it: compare note to Mat/hew, page 
1699. 

VI 
The subdivisions are: the last supper, and arrest of Jesus -the trial - the crucifixion 

and burial - the resurrection and ascension. 

Notes to the Acts of the Apostles 

The Acts of the Apostles, whatever difficulties it may raise for the historian, is singularlv 
clear and straightforward in its style considered as a work of literature. It falls into divi
sions and subdivisions which are naturally related to the title of the work. ' Apostles' 
is the equivalent of our modern term ' commissioners': the ' commission' is given to these 
apostles in the opening section, and the sections that follow are natural stages in the fulfil
ment of the commission. 

The charge given the apostles in the incident (I) of the ascension is to be witnesses 
(a) both in Jerusalem, (b) and in all JudtEa and Samaria, and (c) unto the uttermost part of 
the earth. Accordingly, we have described the opening of the witness in Jerusalem (II); 
the extension, through the incident of Stephen's martyrdom, of the witness to Samaria and 
Galilee (III); the epoch of extension made by Peter's Vision, and the opening of the gospel 
to the Gentiles (IV), followed by .the appearance of Paul as a separate leader for Gentile 
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e\'angclisation (\'), and the establishment, by means of a general council, of a non-cirrnm
cision Christianity (\'I); a further vision originates a new departure in the extension of 
Paul's mission to Europe (\'II); finally, a series of providential circumstances, as remark
able as any vision, brings the apostle of the Gentiles to exercise his office in Rome: the 11tter-
111ost part of t!tr car/It is, so to speak, represented by the \\'oriel's metropolis (VIII). 

The extension of the apostolic witness has, in the last two sections, come to be measured 
in the field of Christian thought and church go\'l·rnment even more than in territorial arldi
tions. Accordingly the epistolary communications of Paul begin here to take a position 
as clements of church history. Six epistles connect themselves \\'ith the period covered by 
""ctions VII and \'III. Further epistles, now unaccompanied by any narrative of Luke, 
carry on the history of the church, into two more sections: the Epistles of Paul's First Im
prisonment in Home (IX), and the Last Epistles of St. Paul (X), representing probably 
thl' period of his release and second imprisonment. - For the whole compare the Introduc
tion, pages q98-9. 

I 
This sectirin briefly gives the Ascension charge to the apostles, and their pedod of wait

ing for the signal to begin their public witness. 

n 
This Opening of the Witness at Jerusalem falls into three subdivisions: (1) The out

pouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, and first ' fellowship' of the chureh -
(2} A new outpouring of the Spirit in conncetion with a notable miracle and consequent 
interference of ecclesiastical authorities, followed hy more particular description of the 
apostolic ' fcllo\\·ship ' - (3) A more determined interference by the high priest and 
Sadducees, ending in the pacification of Gamaliel. 

III 
Here first appears the douhle element in the Christian fellowship, Hebrew and Greek: 

first sign of the history that is to follow. - The incident of martyrrlom, besirles its intrinsic 
interest, suggestively brings together the names of Stcpl,en and Saul. - The consequent 
persecution scatters the Christians as witm·sses through J ud:ra an~ Samaria, and there is 
formal recognition of Samaritans as Christian brethren by the "Postles. - Wider territo
rial extension by Philip. - Conyersion of Saul, with a special commission to him as a wit
ness to the Gentiles. -The conclusion recognises extension through Jud,.,a, Galilee, and 
Samaria. · 

IV 
The whole section is occupied with the epoch-making extension of the witnees to the 

Gentiles. - Peter's Vision, with its consequences, in the "isit to Cornelius, and recognition 
of events hy the apostles at Jerusalem. -Then we ha\•e the first appearance of Antioch, 
as a head centre of Gentile Christianity, and of a distinctive name 'Christians,' whereas 
prc\'iously (ancl still in Jerusalem) the converts of the apostle had appeared as a sect or 
'way' among the J c\\·s. - The imprisonment of Peter and execution of James make a 
natural conclusion 'o that part of the history of which Jerusalem and the twcl\'e apostles 
had been the centre: henceforth the interest is transferred to Paul and the extension to the 
vast Gentile world, Jerusalem and the other apostles appearing only incidentally and so far 
as they affect Gentile history. 

v 
The growinR extension of the 'witness' is now embodied in a distinct institution, the 

missionary journey, or organis:ition of local churches. - The recognition of this institution, 
and formal ordination of Paul and Barnabas at Antioch. - A full-length pkl ure of the 
mode of evangelisation adopted In· the missionaries. especially the pr.·scntation o[ the word 
first to the Jews. - Further incidents and conclusion of the. first missionary journey. 

VI 
The raising and settlement of a fundamental question as between Jewish and non

Jewish converts: the conclusion is a formal recognition of a non-circumcision Christianity. 
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VII 
The •missionary journey' is now an accepted institution. The narrative evidently 

seeks less to distinguish particular journeys [e.g. what are usually called second and third 
journeys of St. Paul mingle almost in the same sentence] than to recognise successive stagc·s 
of ,ddening of the mission. The present section ushers in, by vision, the opening of the 
witness to Europe. - Further missionary journeyings, with personal changes. - PrO\ i 
dential circumstances, including a vision, which lead Paul lo carry the gospel to ~faredonia 
and Europe. His first adventures at Philippi. - Other prominent European centres.-·· 
Athens as intellertual metropolis of the Gentile world. - Corinth as one of the leading com
mercial centres of the world. By encouragement of a vision, Paul settles down for a long 
stay, and makes a determined attempt to evangelise the whole city. 

During the ·long stay at Corinth Paul appears to have sent his Firsi, a11d sub
scouently his Seco.'1d, Epistles lo the Thessalonians. Apparent!y he had, from 
Athens, sent Timothy to inquire after the welfare of these churches, receiving lti111 
on_ his return at Corinth. 

Conclusion of the stay at Corinth, and further journeyings. 

The dale of the Epistle to tlze Galatiam has not been positively de/ermined, owing 
to the ambiguity in the term' Gal~tia.' (a) It may mean a portion of Asia inhabited 
by Gauls or Galatians, and at this period a Roman province. (b) It m!ty be certain 
territory, no! inhabited by Galatians, but made a part (on the south) of the Romrw 
province of Galatia. In the former case, there is no note in the Acts of any evange/i
sation by Paul, unless what may be covered by the general phrase twice repeall'rl 
(chapters x-ui. 6 and xviii. 23) 'the region of Phrygia and Galatia.' If the othrr 
meaning of Galutia be taken, this southern territory includes the cities of Dcrb1:, 
Lystra, I conium, etc., Paul's ·1n"sits to 'IDhhh are told in d('/ail. The historic ques
tion as bclwecn this northern and southern Galatia, in connatt"on wi!h Pti ul' s c pist/c, 
seems almost impossib!e to settle, and expert opinion is almost "-venly divided. Tl!is 
question affects the question of date, because it appears from the epistle that Parr/ 
had visited twice, but not nzor" than twice, the people he is addressing. I lz,".' 
pluced the epistle in its present position because (a) on the theory of northern Galatic1 
this would be its proper place: (b) on the other theory this position, though too /crlc: 
in time, yet connects the epistle with the context. 

Further journeyings, especially a long stay at Ephesus, with signal success in evangelisa
tion. 

The First Epistle to the Corinthians was written from Ephesus, probably before 
the disturbances which brought the visit to a close. 

VIII 
This final section of Luke's narrative presents what may be regarded as a final stage in 

the opening of the apostolic witness to the whole world: the bringing of Paul, the represenl
ative of Gentile extension, to the metropolis city of the world. It opens with an expression 
of Paul's purpose to proceed to Rome: then details circumstances which, in a manner wn· 
different from Paul's intention, bring him thither as a prisoner of state. - i. Paul turn& 
his thoughts to Rome (xix. 21).-The disturbance of Demetrius: Paul q its Ephesu• 
for Macedonia, as one stage in a journey lo Jerusalem. 

From Macedonia was sent the Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 

ii. Paul lingering on his journey sends forward a letter to Rome (xx. 2). -- Here 
a few words represent a period of time important in what it produced. 

From this Grecian journey, from Cori11th, •was 7i•ritlen the Epistle to the Romans. 
The personages addressed are apparently not a formally organised ehurch, but a. 
body of people christianised elsewhere and returned to or otherwise settled at Rome. 
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Thus "''"'Y are kncrUJn to Paul, though he has never visited Rome itself. He has 
alrct1dy m11dc a rrsvlution to 'Visit Rome, but not till nfler his journey to Jerusalem. 
Apparently he foresees that this iJlter-vrning jourru:y is likely lo occupy a long ti'11e; 
mca11whi/e the di<•iding questions on which he feels so keenly are maki11g themscli<es 
felt i11 all directio11s, a>rd are sure lo affect lite Romans. Accordingly he takes adva>r
tage of a11 opportunity to send, by a dca<0ness of Cenc/zrere visiting Rome, an epistle 
which is mainly a theological treatise. 

iii. The inddents of this journey become more and more charged with prophetic 
warnings, lhe'e premonitions reaching a climax in Paul's address to the Ephe,ian ciders 
(xx. 3). - iv .. .\ >imple dcdce to avoid misunderstanding resuits in a cris;.s, Paul being 
arrested: thl' hierarchical oppo;ition to Christianity is now concentrated upon Paul 
(x>:i. 1 ;). At the close of this incident a vision makes clear that it is part of a pro,·icirntial 
train of cirrnmst,mccs leading Paul to hear his testimony at Rome. - v. As a further $!age, 
a wnspiracy against Paul's life transfers him to the Roman judicature of Felix at 
Ciesarea (:-"iii. 12). - vi. With the change of (Roman.) administration from Felix to 
Frstus, Paul is put on trial, and makes formal appeal to Ciesar (xxv. i). The hearing 
before .\grippa is a preliminary stage of the appeal to Caesar, for the purpose of formulating 
an accusation. -vii. The voyage and shipwreck (xxvii.).-viii. Paul, in Rome, goes 
through the regular process of offering his ministrations first to the Jews, and upon their 
rejection of him turning to the Gentiles (xxviii. 16). 

IX 
The narralin· of The .. 1cts having rease<1, the next stage of church history is represenlrrl 

hy the Epbtlrs of Paul's (First) Imprisonment. Three appear to be sent hy th" same mcs
senger1 Tychicus. 

The Epistle lo the Ephesians. The absence of the term 'Ephesians' in certain 
},fSS. amt the d•c11ce of individual messages, agrees with the contents a11d character 
of /he epistle in ,uggcsting a circular letter scut to various churches, of -:;1hich that 
at Ephesus wus one. 

The Epistle to the Co!ossians is srnl al the same time, and for the same general 
purpose; but an independent letter is n«z-silated by the false doctrines which are 
rife at Colo.we. 

The Epistle lo Philemon is a private letter from the apostle to a friend. 

To this period also belongs: 

The E,histle ta the Philippians, sent by Epaphroditus, who had brought the 
offrrings of th.e Philippian church to lizP apostle in his imprisom"nent, and, after a 
dangerous illness, is retuming to Philippi. 

x 
The Last Epi<tlcs of St. Paul. While evidence of this part of church history is obscure, 

the !;Cncrally T<-ccivcd opinion is that the apostle was released from imprisonment at Rome, 
and resumed his journeyings: during which we have: 

Thr First Epistle to Timothy. 
1 he !epistle to Titus. 

He was again arrested; now with near prospect of execution he indites 

The Second Epistle to Timothy. 

Syllabus and Notes to Epistles 

• -1<* This Syllabus is constructed on tne principle that single paragraphs of the text are 
represented either by single paragraphs of the Syllabm, or by sections of a paragraph 
divided by a dash. 
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Syllabus to I Thessalonians 

I. Thankful rememhrance of the assurance with which the gospel was introduced to 
the Thessalonians, spontaneous testimony to which comes from believers everywhere. -
On the one hand the apostle's ministry among them had been bold, disinterested, loving, 
unwearied: on their part the Thessalonians received it as a word of God; like the churches 
of Jud:ca, and amid persecutions such as those churches sulTered from the Jews. 

Hindered hy perverse circumslances from himself coming, the apostle had sent Timothy 
to the ;fhessalonians: and can never be thankful enough for the glad tidings Timothy has 
brought of their faith and love: may God and the Lord Jesus bring about the meeting, 
and establish their hearts to the time of his coming. 

It remains that in their faithful walk thcv should abound more and more: in sanctifica
tion from uncleanness, love of the brethren; and ambition for quiet and unobtrusive work. 

The question of those that fall asleep: those that sleep in J cs us God will bring with him; 
chey will be the first to rise, and those who arc alive will be caught up with them. 

II. The question of times and seasons not a question for discussion: the day of the· 
Lord will come like a thief upon the careless traveller. But believers, as children of the 
day, will be sober and watchful. 

III. Exhortations: the brethren to respect for leaders; the leaders to their work of 
oversight; all to Christian acts and graces. - Conclusion. 

Syllabus to II Thessalonians 

I. The apostle thanks God, and in the churches glories over the faithfulness of the Thcs
salonians amid their persecutions and affiictions: these sufferings as true a token of God's 
righteous judgments, in that they are fitting the sufferers for the kingdom, as will he the 
recompense God will mete out to their persecutors at the coming of the Lord Jesus. May 
God count the Thessalonians worthy of their calling, and fulfil their every desire. 

II. The question of the coming of the Lord Jesus: a firm altitude to be maintainecl 
against the suggestion that the ' day of the Lord' is present. vVarnings given during tlw 
apostle's personal ministry among the Thessalonians recalled: (a) the condition precedent 
of a' falling away,' and a revelation of the' man of sin' with his exaltation of himself against 
God; (b) thar the 'mystery of lawlessness' does indeed work, but (c) a restraining powc1 
is for the present acting in order to delay to the proper seasori the revelation of the' lawless 
one,' and his destruction by the Lord Jesus in spite of his power and signs, lying words thal 
deceive those who have not embraced the truth. 

III. Prayers with thankfulness for the Thessalonians: their prayers desired for the 
apostle in his labours. - A positive command to withhold fellowship (yet in no hos.tile 
spirit) from those who walk disorderly and contrary to traditions received from the apostle, 
fortified by apostolic example. This called forth by rumours of busybodies who shun all 
work. - Conclusion. 

Syllabus to Galatians 

A marvel: that the Galatians arc so readily moving away from the ori!!inal gospel und• 
which they were called: whatsoever man or angel introduces any othe•· '.'cspel, Jet him b< 
-~n:tthcma. 

i. Paul makes solemn testimony that the !(ospel he preached came from no 'human 
authority, lrnt direct from t-hc Lord J rs us. He recounts his position in the early years afLcr 
his conversion to show the impossibilit \"of other inOucncc. - He recounts his visit at a latl'I" 
period to J erusalcm, and his recorrnillon by the ' pillars of the church' as being intrusled 
with the gos pol of the uncircumci~ion as Peter with the gospel of the circumcision. - Fi
nallv is recounted Paul's open conAict with Cephas at Antioch on this very question of Gen
tiles conforming to Jewish life. [The aq:o11nt of this ro11flict merges in more general state
ment of the principles involved.] Even we who are born Jews yet believe on Christ, because 
by faith and not bv law is man to be justified: shall we then, while professing justification 
in Christ, erect agUin a Law which must pronounce us sinners, and so make Christ a minister 
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No'tes to Particular Books BE- Galatians 

of sin? With Christ our former life was crucified; what lives now is Christ in us the life 
of faith. 

II. Appeal is made to the Galatians from their own experience: have the wonders of 
their conversion and its sequel come by law or faith? - Abraham's righteousness rests on 
faith: they which he of faith are sons of Abraham. - They that cling to the works of the 
law arc under its curse, from which curse Christ became curse to redeem us. - Considered 
nen as a human institution the original covenant to Abraham cannot be disannulled by the 
law of 430 years later. 

T/rr question arises: What, then, is the position of the law? An interim institution, 
arising out of the existence of transgression, obtaining to the time of the promised 
'seed' (Christ), ordained not directly by God hut indirectly throu!(h a mediator. Is 
there Ihm contradiction between Divi11e law aml promise? No: righteousness would 
have been of law if the law could have made alive. Law wa• the prison from which 
faith is the release; the attendant leading to the teacher Christ; the period of tutelage 
during which the heirs of life are not different from slaves. Will the Galatians volun
tarily return to that elementary stage? 

Appeal is made to the Galatians from their personal relations with the writer: is that 
passionate zeal for him become nothing because he is absent? 

An allegory from the Law which the Galatians so much admire: Sinai and Jerusalem, 
the child of the handmaid and the child of promise. Stand fast in Christian freedom, 
and be not entangled again wilh a yoke of bondage. 

Appeal is made to the Galatians from their bond to Christ: solemn declaration that receiv
ing circumcision is severance from Christ. 

What can have marred the fair course they were running? Some little leaven that 
leaveneth the whole lump. They may be sure that Paul gives no countenance to the new 
doctrine: or else why should he be persecuted? 'Vould that these disturbers would cir
cumcise themselves away! 

Caution in applying ihe doctrine here laid down: freedom is your calling, hut freedom 
not used for the flesh. Walk by the Spirit, and then there is no danger of fulfilling lusts of 
the flesh. 

III. General exhortations in gnomic form: spirit of correction - mutual comfort and 
individual responsibility - support of teachers - sowing and reaping - constancy of 
effort --- conclusion v·ith autograph. 

Galatians ii. 17. Bw if, while we sought to be justified in Christ, we ourselves 
also were found sinners, is Christ a minister of sin? God forbid, etc. The sense of 
the whole passage is affected by an ambiguity in the expression, found sinners. 
(1) It is sometimes understood as= conforming to Gentile life. Thus the whole 
sense would be: If, while seeking justificatio11 through Christ, our lives slur.c 110 
better than Gentile liws, will the guilt lie on the head of Christ? Never: the build
ing up what was destroyed is a confession that our former aba11do11111ent [of the law] 
was a transgression. - (2) I have foHowe<l another view: fowul siunrrs == rc
erccting the law [under which all arc found sinful]. Thus the sense of the whole 
fa: Are we, while professing justification through Christ, to erect again a law which 
will make us sinners, aud so make Christ a minister of sin? Never I And ''Ct 
that is what your position amounts to: for to erect what you lun•e pulled down 
is a confession of sin. The sentence, If I build, etc., is exegetical of found siuners. 

Syllabus to I Corinthians 

Introduction: Thankfulness for the rich gifts bestowed upon the Co'rinthian church, 
and confidence for their future. 



I Corinthians ->!!Notes to Particular Boob 

I 

Points arising out of information received 

i. Appeal against the spirit of faction: parties of Paul, of Apollos, of Cephas, of Christ. 
Were they baptized in the name of Christ or of Paul? As a fact, only a few were even bap
tized by Paul. - His work was not baptizing, but preaching the gospel: the simple power 
of the cross, in contrast with human wisdom. - For the full grown there is indeed a Divine 
mystery of wisdom: but this sµiritual wisdom can be interpreted only to spiritual men; 
and the Corinthians were carnal, and still are, as these factions show. - \Vhat then arc 
Apollos ,,,n:l Paui? Merely ministers through whom God works, one perhaJ>S laying a 
foundation and the other building on it: what he builds the fire shall test. - LBuilding is 
just what they are: God's temple: let a man beware of destroying it.]- Worklly w;sdom 
is spiritual self-deception: instead of magnifying human leaders these should be considered 
stewards of God's mysteries, and all of them (with all other things) belong to those who 
are Christ's: whether they are even faithful stewards cannot be known before the time 
of the Lord's coming. - What has been said of Paul and Apollos in this figure of the 
steward applies to all: if the Corinthians have any superiority it has been given them; yet 
they are posing as if the probation were over and the reigning had begun, in contrast with 
the poor aµostlcs who are exposeu as a spe<Ude of persecution to men and angels. But 
all this is only admonition: this and Timothy's coming is to prepare for Paul's own visit. 

ii. Protest against tolerance of a reported case of shameless impurity: the direction in a 
former epistle 'to keep no company with the impure' related to such a case as this, not to 
the impure outside their ranks. 

iii. Protest against disputes between brethren being carried to courts of unbelievers. 
Rather be willing to be defrauded: instead of this they even defraud. 

iv. A fixed principle: the sensual and other evildoers cannot inherit the kingdom. 
\Vhat law may not forbid expediency does. Impurity is a sin, not against what is external, 
but against a man's own body: a body which is a member of Christ, a temple of the Holy 
Ghost. 

II 

Points arising out of the Corinthian Leiter 

i. Questions growing out of the marriage relation discussed on the general basis that 
marriage intercourse is lawful, but perhaps not the most desirable thing in an exceptional 
period (of dislress and the near coming of the Lord), also on the wider principle that all 
should abide in the general condition (e.g. circumcision, slavery) in which they were called. 
The principles are applied successively to married persons - to those who are single, or 
married to unbelievers - to virgin daughters. 

ii. The question of meats sacrificed to idols. As a matter of kmni'/edge [but knowledge 
betrays to self-consciousness: it is love that really builds up] idols are nothing: but to the 
weak, who have not knowledge to see this, o!Tence must not be given in a matter of mere 
eating. 

Paul himself has all the rights of an apostle (eating and chinking, and le~ding about 
a wife, and support in things carnal from those to whom he ministers) but he USl'S nonl' 
of these things. Nay, he positively refuses to use his rights: his only reward for 
preaching the gospel shall be that he be allowed lo do it without charge. This, anti 
the adapting of himself lo all men, hP docs for the gospel, that he may have a share 
in its benefits: an athlete going into full training, lest after saving others he himself 
should prove a castaway. 

Remember our fathers, how all had the same spiritual blessings, yet some displeased 
God and fell in the wilderness: taking example from these let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall. 
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Notes to Particular Books 0f.- II Corinthians 

To resume. Run no risks of idolatry: just as your own Lord's Supper implies a participa
tion in the body and blood of Christ, and ju•t as those who eat the sacrifices of carnal Israel 
haYe communion with the altar, so to eat idol meats is to partake of the table of demons. 
The nrntkr must be treated as one of expediency, not of lnw: there is no need to ask ques
tions, but where attention is called to idol meats refrain for the sake of others. Even eating 
and drinking may be done to the glory of God. 

iii. Points of order. Women not to pray or prophe5y unveiled: on principle [veiling the 
sign of subordination in the scale Go<l, Christ, man, woman: nature, moreovc!", by the long 
hair of w:m1cn points the same way], and because so the custom of the churche" requires. -
Beha,·iour at the common feast is not to be regulated as if it were a matter of appetite: 
from the Lord himself came the institution of the Lord's Supper as a memorial of himseli. 

iv. Spiritual Gifts. In contrast with the dumbness of idol gods, there is for the followers 
of Jesus a Spirit who inspires even the simplest cry,' Jesus is Lord.' All the diverse spiri
tual gifts proceed from one and the same Spirit. - Simile of the Body: As with the bodily 
parts, some are inferior, but have the more abundant honour bestowed on them, so that there 
is no schism, but on the contra1 ... t any part suITC'rs or is honoured all suffer or rejoice: 
so there are higher and lower spiritual gifts; but, while the greatest are to be desired, I"O\"E 
is beyond all, without which the best are nought;. love will abide when all the gifts are done 
awav. - Love then is the main thing: of desirable gifts prophecy is be:ter than tongues 
because more edifying to the church: tongues arc chiefly a sign to the unbelieving. -
Discord is produced in assemblies of the church by competition in spiritual gifts: let all 
things be done decently and in order. Women should not speak in the asscmhly at all. 
[\\"hat right has the Corinthian church to lay down principles as if they were the originators 
of the word, or as if there were no other churches? If any claim spiritual authority, Paul 
bids them receive his words on the authority of the Lord.) 

v. The Resurrection of the Dead. Paul reminds the Corinthians how the very founda
tion of the faith preached, by which they are being sa,·ed, is Christ raised from the dead and 
seen by many, last of all h)' Paul himself: if there be no resurrection of the dead (as some 
are saying) the who:e faith is vain, and its witness false. - Ilut Christ has arisen: a second 
Adam, firstfruits of resurrection as the first Adam of the life that ends in death; beginning 
of the process that ends when the Son, having subjected to himself death as the last of all 
things, is himself subjected to God. \Vithout this \·ain is the baptism for the dead, and min 
the daily death that consists in the renouncing of all that makes life. Only corrupting inter
course could have bq;otten such thoughts. -As to the mode by which resurrection is pos
sible: the analogy of corn sown suggests how the body sown is not the body that rises, and 
yet each grain has its own body. Nature is full of differences and graduations. So for 
man there is a natural body and a spiritual body. Though all will not die, for all the present 
corruption "·ill put on incorruption. This is the' death being swallowed up in victory.' 

Conclusion: arrangements of the collection for the saints - personal movements of 
Paul and others- salutations. 

Syllabus to II Corinthians * 
Blessings to the God who comforteth in affiiction, making affliction a mes.ns of comfort 

for others. Paul has thus Leen raised from an affliction he expected to be fatal, and has 
ronlidcnce in future comfort, with the prayers and to the rejoicings of the Corinthians. 
!·or he is conscious of having behaved with sincerity to the Corinthians, and he hclie,·cs 
that they ma kc their boast in him as he in them. 

In this spirit Paul had purposed lo make a double visit to Corinth: he was prevented 
[not by lickknc'5: there is no uncertainty in the promises Paul preached, and the God of 
those prombcs giws the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts) by his determination not to come 
to them in sorrow. He had written to them in much anguish: but he who caused th,· 

* It must not be assumed that this epistle is next in succession to the preceding in Paul's 
int~rcourse with the Corinthians. There are suggestions that other communications had passed 
between the two parties. , 
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Romans -ie Notes to Particular Books 

anguish has been sufficiently punished, let him be forgiven by all, as he is by the 
Apostle. 

At Troas, in spite of the open door for the gospel, the absence of Titus made Paul too 
anxious to stay, and he came into Macedonia. His life is a blessed march in the triumphal 
procession of Christ, a scattering of incense, savours of life and of death. Who is sufficient 
for such work? especially if it be done in sincerity and in no mercantile spirit. 

Is this self-commendation? No need for that with the Corinthians. If the ministra
tion of the temporary dispensation leading to death caused the face of Moses to 
shine, should not the ministration of righteousness which remaineth exceed in glory? 
We will not veil our speech [the veil is still present for the hearers of Moses, until they 
turn lo the Lord] hut he an unveiled mirror reflecting the glory of the Lord. To re
press the hrighlncss of this ministry of light would savour of the crafty and deceitful 
speech which has been renounced. (There is veiling enough in the hearts of the 
blinded unbelievers.) ---True, this treasure of-light is in earthen vessels: the 
preachers of life are daily delivered to death: but we look from the temporary dis
solving tabernacle lo the permanent building in the heavens. ---\Vhether here or 
there, our aim is to make ourselves manifest before the judgment of God, and in your 
consciences. Thus it is not self-rommenrlation, but a presentation of our case for 
your glorying. Dead with Christ's death to olrl things, a new creation in him, we 
have received from (;od the ministry of reconciliation; as ambassadors we convey 
Christ's appeal; and seek to free our ministration from all offence, and to commend 
it under all circumstances and by all means. - We have poured out our hearts freely 
to you: recompense us in kind: cut* yourselves completely adrift from unbelievers 
and from defilement. We are full of confidence for you. 

To resume. \Vhen in Macedonia Paul's aflliction was still unrelieved, until the coming of 
Titus and news of the Corinthian church brought rejoicing. Paul even rejoices that he 
made them sorry, for it was sorrow of a godly sort; he rejoices also that the spirit of Titus 
has been refre~hed. 

Mention is made of the liberality of the Macedonian churches: Titus (with another) 
has been sent to the Corinthians in order that final arrangements might he made in a mailer 
which the Corinthians were beforehand in commencing. - The readiness of the Corin· 
thians is well known: may they abound as God's grace abounds to them. 

I beg that I may not be compelled lo show myself bold when I come; bold with spiritual, 
not fleshly weapons. - Look at what is before you: if I make much of my authority this 
is nol a foolish taking of ourselves for a standard, but the standard is the measuring line 
which has brought us to Corinth, and shall bring us to preach the gospel yet further away. 
- The folly of our boasting is excused by our godly jealousy over the virgin church I 
espoused to Christ. \Vhat makes Paul behind the chiefest of apostles? is it that he preacher! 
without charge? He did this, and will do it, merely to cut ofI the boasting of false apostles 
posing as angels of light. - Ye bear with men who bring you low: bear with my boasting. 
Recital cif Paul's high claims as a Hebrew, and on the ground of uninterrupted persecutions 
- recital of revelations such that, to prevent exaltation, a thorn in the flesh was sent upon 
Paul. - Among the Corinthians themselves Paul's signs of apostleship have been shown: 
they have been inferior to no church except in being served without charge. - N?w a 
third visit from Paul is impending: he will visit them on the same terms. This IS no 
apology: Paul wishes to prevent, when he comes, a state of faction and disorder: in such 
circumstances Paul will not spare. - Final good wishes. 

Syllabus to Romans 
Introduction: Thankfulness and prayers for the Roman Church: with longing to visit 

them and impart to them some spi~itual gift, as to the rest of the Gentiles. 

THE GOSPEL IS THE POWER OF Gon: TO JEW AND GREEK: AS REVEALING A 
RIGIITEOUSNESS THAT IS BY FAITH. 

* It should be pointed out that the words from Be not unequally yoked (vi. r4) to perfecting 
holiness 1'.n the /ear of God (vii. i) bear signs of being an intC'rpolation j the sentence Open your 
hearts, etc., joins nalurally to what precedes the doubtful passage. 
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I. Divine wrath revealed against all unrighteousness. Those [Gentites l who might have 
known the Creator by his creation changed his glory into vile images, and were themselves 
dcli,·ere<l over to moral vileness. - Those that judge them [J ewsJ are in the same case as 
doing the same works: circumcision to transgressors of the law becomes undrcumdsion; 
:i-nd equally, those without law doing the things of law become a law unto themselves. 

TIU!" wlrat adva11tage is /here to tire Jew? He is the honoured depository of Divine 
oracles: the lark of faith in some must not nullify the righteousness of God. -But 
how if our u11righteo11s,,ess is fo1111d to commend the righteousness of God? Will 
you call the judge of the whole earth unrighteous when he visits with wrath? - But 
if my lie dispi<ly Cod's truth, why am I to be judged a sinner? Why not, you may 
equally say, rlo evil that good may come? - Then our case is worse than that of the 
Gentiles? :\'av, the work of your own law is to make ALL sinful: law brings nothing 
but the knowledge of sin. 

II. But now hath been manifested, apart from the law yet witnessed by the law and 
prophets, a righteousness through faith in Jesus, unto all who believe without distinction, by 
Didne grace, thrnugh the propitiation of Christ, which makes justification consistent with 
righteousness. Here there is no place for exclusive privilege or distinction of Jew and 
Gentile. 

ls it objected that such faith makes the law of no effect? No: Abraham was justified 
by faith: circumcision was given as the seal of the faith he had before. The promise 
to Abraham's seed was through faith, not through law. 

III. Starting from the founrlation of justification by faith we have peace, grace, rejoicing 
c\·en in trouble, and hope founrled on the thought that even while sinners Christ died for us: 
much more shall we be sa\'ed by his life. - As by one man sin passerl upon all, so (but 
much more so) by Christ the gift of grace abounds to the many. Law came in to make the 
trespass abound, but grace abounds more exceedingly. 

Docs this imply /hat we are to co11tin11e in sin that grace may abouud? Nay: we were 
baptized into •he death of Christ; the old life is dead, there is a resurrection of a new 
life of righteousness, no longer under the dominion of sin but unrler grace. - Then 
are we lo sin because we arc uot under the law but under grace? Nay, if ye present 
your members unto sin ye become bondslaves of sin. Again, as with a legal mar
riage rlissol\'erl by death, you are free from law and death, and joined to Christ, so as 
to bring forth fruit unto Goel. - The arJiumcnt seems to imply that the law is sin. No, 
but that which brings the knowledge of sin: the law itself is holy anrl good. - Could 
that whiclr is good become death to me? No, bpt sin is shown exceeding sinful by the 
fact of ils working rleath to me by means of that which is itself good. It brings out 
a carnal law in my members warring against the law of my mind. But for those 
that are in Christ condemnation is removed, for the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
has set them free from this law of sin and death: the weakness of flesh which defeaterl 
law has liccn met by the Son of (;or! appearing in the likeness of fle~h. If Christ is 
in you the body is dead as regards sin, the spirit is life as regards righteousness. 

IV. So ours is a life of mortification of the deeds of the borly, under learlership of the 
spirit. Thie is a sonship, making us sons of God, joint-heirs with Christ. - Comparcrl 
with the glory iu which we arc thus heirs, what arc present sufierings? The whole creation 
groans undc·r the hondagc of corruption, waiting for the revealing of the sons of God. We 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit ~roan in hope for the redemption of the body, the Spirit 
helping our t.,rrnans and interccs:;ions: while all things are working together for our glori
fication. With God on our side who can be against us? Whether sufferings within or 
power without, nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

The sad thing is that all this seems to be at the cost of the rejection of Israel. Yet there 
is no inconsistency in God's dealings: witness previous rejections of Ishmael anrl 
Esau. 



Ephesians -...a Notes to Particular Books 

Is there then unrighteottsness with God? Nay, his prerogative is to have mercy 
or to harden as he will: the clay may not criticise the potter. - Then the case 
is lhaJ the Gentiles not following righteousness attained it, whereas the Jews 
following the law of righteousness did not attain: wherefore? Because they sought 
by works and not by faith: this is the ' stumbling-block of Zion.' - But how faith 
in one of whom they had not heard, and how hear if none were sent? Their owA 
Scriptures show hearing and rejection. 

Is it however a fact that God's people have been rejected? There is still an elect rem
nant who have obtained, and the rest are hardened: not to their fall, but to provoke 
the Gentiles to jealousy: if their fall is the riches of the world, how much more their 
fulness? - Then the Gentiles must not he elated at being grafted in in place of the 
natural branches: but rather fear the unbelief "·hich caused the branches to be broken 
off. The calling of God is without repentance: the disobeclient Gentiles obtained 
mercy through the disoheclicncc of the Jews, so hy the mercy shown to the Gentiles 
the Jews will obtain mercy. - 0 the deep wisdom of God! 

V. Exhortation: to present your bodies as living sacrifices: to be transformed by the re
newing of your minds from this world unto the divine will. - Use your gifts as members 
of one body. - As members of a civil order respect authority and be void of offence -
in all elements of life sobered by the nearness of our salrntion. - The weak deal with in a 
spirit of forbearance: granted that 'uncleanness' of meats is only a thing of opinion, 
yet for no question of meats should we trouble a brother for whom Christ died: rather, 
the strong should bear the infirmities of the weak. Receive one another, as Christ the 
minister of the circumcision received you Gentiles. 

Conclusion: This letter prompted by Paul's special function of minister to the Gentiles. 
- ExjJlanation of his movements - salutations, etc. 

Syllabus to Ephesians 

Blessed be God, for the blessing wherewith he hath blessed us in Christ: in him was 
the choice of us before the foundation of the world; in him our redemption, part of God's 
mystery of summing up in Christ all things in heaven and earth; in whom alike we who 
before had hoped in Christ, and ye who heard our word, were sealed unto the redemption 
of God's possession. I, hearing of your faith, give thanks and pray for you: God give 
you the spirit of revelation in knowledge of God, and of all that is implied in God's raising 
Christ from the dead, and setting him far above all principalities and powers. 

You, also, he raised from the death of your sins. In a like world of sin we once lived a 
life of lust, but God raised us togeth"r with Christ. Such salvation is by grace through 
faith. I repeat, ye were uncircumcision in the eyes of the circumcision: aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel: hut Christ Jesus has broken down the middle wall of partition 
and made both one, abolishing that which was the principle of antagonism between them, 
the system of legal ordinances: ye are thus our fellows in the household and temple of 
.vhich Christ is the chief comer stone. 

Wherefore I, Paul, prisoner of Christ Jesus in the cause of the Genliles -

[Ye have heard of my particular stewardship in the mystery of redemption: that 
Gentiles arc fellow heirs in the promise through Christ. In such a mission I pray 
you not to faint under any sufferings of mine, which are your glory: rather I pra·. 
that you may be strengthened with power to know the unknowable utmost of Divi;·,c 
fulness. Glory to him who can exceed all our thoughts!] 

I appeal to you to walk worthy of your calling, keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bonu 
of peace: there is one Spirit, and diverse gifts, which are to unite in building up a fulness 
of manhood in the body of Christ. - I charge you that the old life of lust and corruption 
be put away, and that ye walk in love and imitation of God, as children of the light. -
Take heed thus to walk, and redeem the time, because the days are evil: - wives and 
husbands in the spirit of Christ and his church - children and parents, servants and 
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masters. - Finally, be strong, and put on the whole armour of God for the contest against 
spiritual rulers of darkne~s. - Conclusion. 

Syllabus to Colossians 

Thankfulness for the faith and love of the Colossians, with prayer that they may be 
filled with knowledge and power. The prayer passes into a declaration of Christ as the 
image of God, firstborn of all creation and agency through which all principalities and 
dominions ha,·e been created, head of the church, firstborn from the dead: in him all the 
'fulness' * of the Father dwells: through him !lre reconciled things in heaven and earth; 
through him you, alienated by evil works, are reconciled. 

Paul rejoices in his sufferings as ar:i element of the dispensation given to him to open 
the mystery of God among the Gentiles: Christ in whom treasures of wisdom and know
leugc are hidden. 

Appeal against be;ng led away by traditional and secular philosophy. In Christ is 
the 'fulncss' of the Godhead: in him was your circumcision, the dying with Christ lo 
the fleshly life and rising through faith. The bond of ordinances against you is nailed 
to his cross: in his cross he triumphed over principalities and powers. Let no man set 
over you ordinances, or seduce you to angel worship and vows of humility. - If you died 
with Christ to the secular, why human ordinances of no real spiritual value? if you are 
risen with Christ, why not set your minds on that which is above? Put to death the old 
members: put on the new graces, love and peace. 

Particular precepts of a general character. - Conclusion. 

Syllabus to Philemon 

After thankfulness and prayer in the thought of Philcmon, Paul explains how he sends 
a deserting slave, now a brother, back, resisting the temptation to keep him for his own 
comfort. Paul knows Philemon will do even more than he is asked. - Personal matters 
and conclusion. 

Syllabus to Philippians 

Thankfulness for the good work in the past among the Philippians, and confidence for 
its abounding in the future. 

Information that the circumstances of Paul's condition have resulterl in furtherance of 
the gospel, with confidence that this will be so whether he lives or dies: Paul knows nol 
which of the two to desire. - Onlv let their life be \\"orthv of him: Lv all that is sacred 
between them Paul appeals to the Philippians to avoirl factfon and rninglory, and cultivate 
a spirit 0£ lowliness, mindful of the great humiliation of Christ and his exaltation above all 
things: in this spirit he bids them work out their salvation, that he may rejoice in them, 
even if he be offered up upon the service of their faith. 

Hopes with regard to future communications with them, and even a visit. 
Paul is beginning his final greetings: -

He breaks off with warning against the concision (we are the true circumcision): his 
own high Jewish claims he counts as nothing in comparison with righteousness 
through faith in Christ. The power of Christ's resurrection is a thing to which he is 
ever reaching forward: he calls on the Philippians to imitate his spirit, a·nd (unlike 
the enemies of the cross who glory in earthly things) have their citizenship in 
hca"en, looking for\\"ard to the conforming of their bodies of humiliation to the 
Ludy of his glory. - Personal appeals for reconciliation of the factious. -

Final greetings resumed: exhortation to joy and peace, and to whatever is highest. -
Acknowledgment of their gifts. - Final salutation. 

* A technical term of heresies, which recognised angelic emanations as 'filling' the interval 
between God and man. 
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Syllabus to I Timothy 

Resistance to a doctrinal heterodoxy prompted by temptatilln to magnify the law. -
Paul's thankfulness for Christ's acceptance of his services though he had been the chief 
of sinners: a monumental example of what salvation may be. 

Charge to Timothy in his pasloral \Vork with a view to his warring a good warfare: -
prayer on behalf of all - quiet life for women - injunctions for bishops and deacons. 

Paul hopes to come to Timothy: meanwhile these injunctions are sent in view of the 
importance of the church and the mystery of godliness. It has been expressly said by the 
Spirit that there shall be failings away from the faith in the latter times. 

A series of paragraphs partly gnomic deal with Timothy's personal character, and with 
the requirements of particular classes of people. 

Heterodoxy, especially, under temptations of gain: Timothy to fight against this. -
A final charge as lo the rich. - A final charge to Timothy himself. 

Syllabus to Titus 

Titus left in Crete for the purpose of supplementing the work clone there, and especially 
appointing elders. Proper characteristics for such overseers: amongst them the upholqing 
of sound doctrine as against corrupting and intcrcsled deceivers such as are likely to abound 
in Crete. - Sound doctrine in its bearing upon various classes of people. - Emphasis laid 
on subjection lo authority and meekness to all men, in memory of a salvation not attained 
by works but through God's mercy. - Personal matters and conclusion. 

Syllabus to II Timothy 

Thankfulness for the pa~t and confidence for the future of Timothy in that holy calling 
which Paul and Timothy have in common.-Allusion to Paul's relation with succouring 
and forsaking friends. - Exhortation to Timothy to be united with himself in the arduous 
cause of preaching Christ. - Central idens of the gospel to be kept prominent, as against 
corrupting disputes over trifles, such as engender strife, and impair usefulness as a vesst>l 
of God's service. - Special caution in Yicw of the grievous times foretold for these last 
days: Timothy safe through his grounding in the Scriptures inspired by God for correction 
and instruction. - Solemn appeal to Timothy as to the fulfilment of his ministry: Paul's 
own ministry is nearing its end and its crown. - Personal matters and conclusion. 

Syllabus to Hebrews 

[The epistle describes itself at its close as a ' word of exhortation.' Two lines of thought 
are traceable in it: (r) a strain of exhortation (indented in the syllabus to the left); and 
(2) distinct arguments approaching to digressions which establish particular points occur
ring in the general strain of exhorlation (indented to the right). These digressive arguments 
include the most important parts of the epistle; the thoughts they contribute are gathered 
up by the strain of exhortation as it resumes.] 

I 

Now that God's scattered revelations to the fathers by prophets have become a ;u!l reYela
tion through a Son, exalted after his finished work of purification as far above the angels 
as he is beyond them by inheritance: 

for the Scriptures speak not of the angels as ' sons ' - they are ' winds,' ' flames of 
fire ' - their mission is to do service for the sake of the heirs of salvation: 

how much more earnest heed should we give not to drift away from this greater salvation
a salvation by one to whom 'all things' are suhjected. 

But not yet: Jesus hath been made 'a little lower than the angels' and exalted 
through death and sufferings, that the author of salvation might partake in all 
things pertaining to his brethren, and so be a merciful and faithful Hma PRIEST 
between God and a sinful people. 
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II 

Wherefore consider this High Priest of our confession - faithful as Moses, yet with more 
glory in proportion as a son is above a servant. Take heed that the evil heart of unbelief 
which kept the followers of Moses from ' entering inlo His rest ' keep not us from the true 
•rest.' 

For it was the followers of Moses who provoked and were excluded, but it is lo us that 
the psalmist's word of ' rest ' must apply: not to the rest after the creation, nor 
the rest of the promised land: there must remain a Sabbath rest for God's people, 
a rest from works. 

Let us hold fast our confession, confiding in a High Priest, tempted and thus able to suc
cour the tempted, appointed like other priests by God, by obedience and sulTering made 
perfect, and thus author of an eternal salvation, A HIGH PRIEST AFTER THE ORDER OF M El.

CHIZEDEK. 
But is it any use to treat of this theme with those who linger in the milk of 
first principles instead of pressing on to strong meat and fulness of growth? Tl10sc 
who have lost the taste for the heavenly word have no means of r<;newing themselves, 
while they thus crucify afresh the Son of God. But your former love and dili
gence is earnest that you will press on to the fulness of hope, secured by Goel 's 
promise and oath: a hope extending whither there has preceded us this High 
Priest for ever after the order of !vlelchizedek. 
(1) l\Iekhi.zedek ABIOETH A PRIEST CONT1'1UALJ.Y. ·Abraham (and in Abraham 
the Levitical priesthood) paying to him tithes foreshadow 'd imperfections and change 
of Levitical law. - Jesus is surety of a better cove.rnnt: appointed by oath 
that can not be repented of; not mortal and therefore needing successors; not 
sinful and so needing daily sacrifices: by sacrifice of himself once for all perfected 
for evermore. 
(2) Especiallv to be emphasised: our High Priest is minister of the TRUE TABER
NACLE, of which the tabernacle made by Moses was but a shadow, and so is minis
ter of a better covenant [founded on better promises]. Under the ordinances of 
the first covenant the High Priest passed with blood once a year through the 
first tabernacle into the Holy of Holies, the way to the holy place not yet having 
been made manifest: but Christ, through the more perfect tabernacle ' not made 
with hands ' passed once for all with his own blood into the holy place, making 
eternal redemption. · 
(3) His better sacrifice makes him MEDIATOR OF A NEW COVENANT: his death is the 
dedicatory death of the covenant - his blood i' the cleansing for heavenly things, 
as the blood of bulls and goats was for their copies. - As death comes but once, 
and then is the judgment, so Christ's death is once for all, and then cometh his 
salvation. - The old sacrifices by their not ceasing to be olTered confessed their 
imperfection: in Christ is realised the psalmist's vision that takes away 'sacri
fices ' and establishes a ' coming to do God's will ' - here is the ' remission of 
sins' that accompanied the prophet's 'new covenant.' 

III 
With this High Priest then, and this way he has dedicated for us into the holy place, an<! 
with hearts thus sprinklecl from an evil conscience, let us hold fast our confession and 
hope, that it waver not as lhe day approaches. - To shrink back after receiving knowledge 
of the truth will bring sorer doom than the violation of Moses' law. - Your former endur
ance needs to be supplemented by patience: it is 'DY FAITH that the rightem•s shah live.' 

This' faith ' gives substance to future hopes, and dares to put the unseen to the test. -
The glorious array of the fathers had witness borne to them thal they thus made 
trial by faith, and yet received not, waiting for us before they could be made 
perfect. 

Therefore with all these arceptecl witnesses to faith let us gird ourselves to our race, with 
eyes on our faith's captain. - Endure what is but chastening, that shall bring forth fruits 
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of righlcousness. - Slrenglhen one anolher - see also Lhat no single poisonous root trouble 
the many. 

Not to the malerial terrors of Moses' mount have ye come, but to the spiritual glories 
of Mount Zion and the mediator of the New Covenant: a voice then shook the earth, our 
promise is the ' Yet once more ' of shaking that brings a kingdom not to be shaken. . \ 

IV 

General exhortations. - Especially against being swayed by diverse doctrines: they 
of the tabernacle are no authorities for us, who go with Jesus outside the camp and share 
his reproach. 

Notes to Hebrews 

ii. 2. If the word spoken through angels proved stedfast, etc. The connecticn of angelic 
mediation with the giving of the law is hinLcd at in Deuteronomy, chapter xxxiii. 2; but 
was a widespread idea in New Testament times. Compare Acts, chapter vii. 35; Gala
tians, chapter iii. 19. 

ii. 12, 13: quotations. The first quotation is from Psalms xxii. 22: the writer c\'i
rlently reads it as a Messianic psalm. The other two are probably representations of 
Isaiah, chapter viii. 17, 18. The point of the citation is difficult to catch: il appears Lu 
be that Isaiah, accepting (in the words, I will put my trust, etc.) his function of being a 
' sign ' to Israel, associales with him in Lhis function his own children (the sharers in flesh 
and blood of the next sentenc~). So the Son associates himself with flesh and blood in his 
work of mediation. 

iii. 2. As was Moses in all Flis house: compare Numbers, chapter xii. 7: My servant 
Moses is not so; he is faithful in all mine house. 

vi. 4. As touching those who were once enlightened . . . it is impossible to renew 
them ... the while they crucify, etc. This description of a spiritual state, hopeless as 
long as it lasts, may be comp:trecl with similar passages of the gospels: compare note to 
Matthew xii. 22-50 on page 1695. 

vii. 16. Not after the law of a carnal commandment: the context shows that carnal 
is used in the sense of limilecl by mortality. So ix. Io, carnal ordinances. 

Page 1226: footnote. Here as elsewhere I use the modern device of footnotes to 
convey parentheses which, as they stand in the text, obscure the argument, and give an 
impression of awkwardness of style, where there is in reali.y only difference of page-setting. 

ix. II. Through /he greater and more pc~fect ta6ernacle not made with hands. Though 
the text does not explicitly stale what point, in the elaborate analogy, is to be understood 
as antitype to 'tabernacle,' yet the words 'not made with hands' call up the prominent 
saying of Christ: Destroy this temple ... and in three days I will raise it up - he spake 
of the temple of his body. (J olm, chapter ii. 19.) 

ix. 16. For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of him that made 
it. For a covenant is of force where there hath been death. The text of the R.V. in these two 
sentences changes lhe rendering of the word that runs through the whole passage from 
covenant to testament. As the margin says, the Greek word means both. But the argument 
requires that lhe same word be used throughout. Moreover the word testament in this 
connection introduces an image familiar lo the English reader, but of no force to Hebrews, 
with whmn 'testaments' in the sense of 'wills' were srarcclv known. On the other 
hand, the image required by the whole context is one unfamiliar to the English reader, 
but perfectly intelligible to those to whom the epistle is addressed. The reference is to 
the sacrifices of animals which were the formal sign of a covenant between parties: the 
stroke of death being the irrevocahle seal set on an agreement from which there can be no 
departing. An elaborate act of this kind accompanies the establishment of lhe covenant 
in li.xodus (chapter xxiv): which indeed is kept in view throughout the whole of the remain
ing argument. -The same notion underlies the words of Christ in the Last Supper: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood (I Corinthians, chapter xi. 25; the briefer form is given 
in St. Matthew: this is my blood of the covenant). 

X. 38. Rut my righteous one shall live by faith: and if he shrink back, etc. The cita
tion is from Habakkuk, chapter ii: but from the Greek version, which has a different sense 
and reference from the Hebrew version represented in our O.T. 

xii. 1. Compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses. There is an ambiguity in 
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the English word wi.t>aess which does not hold of the original. The cloud is, not of spec
tators, but of those who have /tad wit11css bome to them that they were faithful: so through
out the preceding paragraphs. - The sin which is admired of many: the beautiful phrase 
of the R.\'. and A.V. text: 'sin that doth so easily beset us' is hardly borne out by the 
Greek. The image is that of keeping on a fine garment though it hinders the running. 

xii. 24. Tiu Mood of spri11kling that speaketh better than Abel: a reference to Genesis, 
chapter iv. ro: The voice of tlry brother's blood crieth unto me from the gro1<nd. So above: 
He bd11g dead yet speaketh (xi. 4). 

Notes to St. James 

This is a miscellany of Wisdom literature: another 'Wisdom Epistle,' but of the sim
piest kind, is found in the Book of Proverbs (page 937). !n Wisdom literature it is natural 
to look for separate sayings, not a continuous argument. The forms followed by St. 
James arc chieA1· two: (1) The Maxim: a gnomic text, with a prose expansion. (The 
texts in this edition arc printed in it'1lics.) Comp'1rc '1bove, page q6o. Several of these 
maxims of this epistle may be termed' Paradoxes.' - (2) The Essay. For both compare 
Introduction to Ecclcsicisticus, pages q6o, r46r. - Of course the. maller of the epistle 
is a Christianised form of traditional wisdom; and, as an outward mark, my brethren takes 
the place of the old formula, 111y son. 

i. 12. This is the most elaborate and difficult of the essays of St. James. Its topic is 
the Sources of the Evil and Goo<l in us. The opening note is temptation, or the struggle of 
evil and good. Then the origin of the Evil in us is put under the image of childbirth: one 
parent is the imlividual himsl'lf [or his will, we may say by analogy with the other para
graph], the other his lust: this is not a marriage but a seduction. The thouf1ht is carried 
forn·ard to a srcond generation: lust, sin, death. - Passing to the origin of Good, the 
writer again uses the image of birth: the Dh·ine will and the word of truth beget in us an 
inhom word. De\·clopment of good consists in listening for this inhorn word (S'"u.'ift to 
hear), avoiding all that drowns the sound. Especially essential is the acting on this inborn 
word so far as heard: here the imagery changes to that of a mirror. Practical examples 
conclude the e,;say. 

ii. 8. If ye fulfil tire royal law ... ye do -,;:di: but if ye have respect of persons ye 
commit sin. The argument appears to be as follows: You take your stand on the letter 
of the law, 'Thou shalt love,' etc. anrl refuse to transgress it. But respecting persons is 
equally a transgression of the law: and to transgress in one point is as bad as to transgress 
in another. Rather, take your stand on Christian lihcrty and mercy. 

iii. I. This cs::ay is full of reminiscences of Ecclesiasticus: compare sections commcnc~ 
ing v. 9, xix. -1. xxiii. j, xx,·iii. 12. 

iv. 6. But Ire gi«eth more grace. The conm·ction is obscure: perhaps it may be put 
thus. The spirit of longing envy in you is not of God's planting; but he will give more 
grace to overcome it in proportion to its strength (compare the suggestion of strength in 
the expression long 111110 eni·ying): yet only to the humble. \Vherefore, etc. 

iv. II. He tlzat speaketh against a brother ... sprakcth against tire la<t'. It is a 
rharactrristir of the epistle that it represents Christian liberty, not as a relaxation of law, 
hut as a higher law. He who censoriously interferes with his brother's freedom of action 
is attacking this supreme law of liberty. 

Syllabus to I Peter 

I 

l'he epistle starts with a recital of the LIVING HOPE, restored through the resurrec •• cn oi 
Jesus to the faithful, while they are hcing guarded to their final salvation: a theme of joy 
amid their manifold temptations, an object of search to the ancient prophets, an object 
of interest to angels. 

The true allitude in presence of surh a Hope: sober effort - holiness in place of former 
lusts - fear, alike in regard of the righteous Judge and the price of their redemption -
fervent love of the brethren, lower love bei'lg purged away by obedience. - As babes horn 
of the incorruptible seed of God's word to grow with spiritual milk unto salvation-a~ 
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living stones to huild up a spiritual house: a priesthood for spiritual sacrifices, an elec• 
;_-ace, God's own possession . . 

Ii 
More particular exhortations lo the realisation of this attitude. First of all, by abst:

;icnce from fleshly lusts to become a testimony to the Gentiles - to silence outsiders by 
.. ,·ell-doing in all social relationships - as subjects - as servants (patient even to the 
.'roward, since Christ their redeemer was thus patient) - as wives (seeking the inner adorn
ment of a quiet spirit) - as husbands. 

To sum up: tenderly united among themselves to meet outside persecution, not by 
reviling hack, hut by blessing with the blessings of which they are heirs. - To suffer for 
well-doing is their calling, as Christ suffererl for others' sins. - As Christ was put to rleath 
in the Oesh [hut quickened in the spirit, so as lo preach lo the disobedient spirits in prison] 
so let their own sufferings be made a death to the life of lust and a living to the 
will of God. 

III 

The end is at hanrl: let their sobriety, their love, their work, be all quickened. - The 
fiery trial must not he thought a strange thing by the partakers of Christ's sufferings: it 
means that judgment is beginning at the house of Goel. - Let the elder in his oversight 
an<l the younger in their suhjection humble themselves under the mighty hand of God, 
waiting for their exalto.'.ion in due time. 

Notes to I Peter 

i. 23. Having bern begotten again not of corruptible seed, etc. While retaining the 
words of the R.V. I have altered the punctuation, so as lo take this participial clause with 
what follows and not with what precedes. [The Greek admits of this.] There is little 
point in associating the idea of the incorruptible seed, so strongly emphasised, with the 
fervent love of the brethren. On the other hand, much strength is added to the passage 
if this incorruptii>le seed is made the first item in the rnnlinucd image of babes - spiritual 
milk ... grow unto salvation. This participial clause having been interrupted by a 
parenthesis, including a lengthy quotation, is linked on lo another participial clause by 
a therefore, \\'hich repeals the causal relation implied in a participial clause. There is a 
similar use of then after the long parenthesis at the lop of page 1238: forasmuch then 
as Christ s11Qered in the flesh. 

iii. IO. For, He that would lo'uc life, etc. The relevancy of the quotation is to the 
\\'hole command (lo meet persecution with blessing), not to the sentence immediately 
preceding. 

iv. 6. For unto this cud was the gospel preached even to the dead: the dead are the spirits 
in prison of iii. 19: the position of the sentence shows that both the elements here asserte<l 
of Christ - put to death in the flesh, and ministering in the spirit to the dead - are pressed 
into the analogy bet\\'een Christ and his followers: sec Syllabus. 

Syllabus to II Peter 

The epistle starts from the formula of greeting: Grace be multiplied lo the possessors 
of the promises: a succession of graces, richly supplying an entrance into the eternal king
dom of Jes us Christ. 

The life work of the \\'riler is thus to stir up lo remembrant·e of the coming of Christ -
since he has been one of the eye witnesses of his majesty - and thus has a confirmation of 
the word of prophecy. -But just as there \\'ere false prophets of old, so now there shall be 
false tcach<"rs-movcd hy lasriviousness and covetousness-as to their certain doom, 
God's dealings with the angels, with Noah's world, \\·ith Sodom and Lot, are testimonies 
hm:' God can deliver the godly and keep the unrighteous under punisl:ment unto the day 
of judgment. - With everv horror of defilement and disorder these re-ensnare to corrup
tion those who arc cscapin.g: dogs returning to their own vomit. 

This second epistle like the first is to stir up to remembrance of wor<ls received from 
prop he ls and from the Lord through apostles. Mockers will arise, casling doubts on Chris!"s 
roming because of the unbroken course of things since the cieation - hulas the old worl<l 
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hv water so the present world shall perish by fire - with the Lord a day and a thousand 
vears arc alike: the judgment will rnme like a thief in the night. - Live in the light of 
ihis coming judgment, and account the longsuffering of the Lord as salvation. 

Syllabus to Jude 

The writer's general purpose to wrile quickened by the privy entering in of corrupters: 
his word is, rnnlcml for the faith once for all delivered to the saints. 

Remember the judgment of the Israelites in the wilderness, of the fallen angels, of Sodom 
and Gomorrah ·-of like kind are these corrupters: fleshly and disorderly, things of 
horror - of these Enoch prophesied destruction - and the Lord Jesus Christ forewarned. 
- For yourselves: build up yoursclws in your most holy faith - and on the erring have 
mercy, though mercy have to mingle with hate. 

Notes to First Epistle of St. John 

Thut which is traditionally known as The First F.pist!e of St. John is entirely lacking 
in all epistolary form. Nor have the contents any resemblance to the epistle. Probably 
the recurrence of such fqrmul<E as brcthrm, little children, belo-;1ed, has lerl lo this docu
ment l>eing dassilied with the literature of address. But such formul::c are merely the 
Christian counterpart of the my son, or my sons, that runs through O.T. wisdom. The 
continuity of thought traced by m~ny commentators through this work I find myself 
wholly unahle lo follow. I have clas>ilicd this 'epistle,' like the Ccneral Epistle of St. 
James, under the head of Christian \\"isdom. It has the character of meditative address 
which b<:longs lo O.T. wisdom, of course with the substitution of Christian for Hebrew 
thought. There is al;;o the form of brief independent fragments, which belongs lo wisdom 
literature; this form not only chararl<'riscs a large section of the O.T., hut I have shown 
its recurrence in lhe discourses of Christ [page 16<)2], and in the prologue of St. John's 
gospel r page l ;01]; while the whole of St . .Ta'11fS is of this type. Of the various forms 
in this fragmentary wisdom literature the sections of St. John's writing resemble less the 
maxim than the essay. 

It may he remarked that the sections of this Wisdom of St. John occasionally show a 
tendency lo connect themselves thus: that the final thought of one essay is the opening 
thought of the next. [Sec notes on i. 5 and iii. 4.] This is a characteristic of The Wisdom 
of Solo111011 [page q 76 ]. 

i. 5. This brief Saying on the topic of God as Light, ends with the ph.rase cleanse/It 
from si11, which is the topic of the Saying that follows. 

ii. 7. This illustrates the Paradox of wisdom literature: so in St. James. [A hove, 
page 1689.] It is the paradox of the Law of Love: this is old, for Jesus sums up the whole 
Lav,· and Prophets in the two commandments of love; it is new, A netu commandment 
.~i<·e I unto you llzat ye love 011c another. This 11ewncss (St. John continues) is true, because 
the night [of the Law] is passing away, and the true light already shineth for the Christians 
he addresses; hut if any fail lo love, he is outside this light. 

~i. 20. A11d ye ham an anointing from the ]Joly 011e ... the anointing which ye 
reurned of him. The point of these expressions is somewhat ohscured in the translation; 
a11oillting (or chrisma) is of the same root as Christ, and accordingly of anti-clrrist, the topic 
of this ~.iying. 

iii. 4. Ewrvone that doeth sin docth also lawlessness. The connection of these words 
with the resl or"thc Sal"ing seems to he this. Sin is the usual Christian term for what the 
'~·ord implic-s; "17.i•lrssness is a word that would appeal .lo those leaning to the ol<l <lispensa
llon. St. John identifies the two as a mode of emphasising the point of the whole !iaying, 
that doing righteousness is the sole criterion of sonship: those who do evil have no hope 
from law or gospel.-This Saying ends with the •love of the brethren,' which is the topic 
of the next. 

Epilogue. The structure of this Epilogue is obvious: three confessions arc made of 
fundamental points of f_aith; such faith presents the true God, all else decdves with idols, 
false semblances of Deity. 
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Notes to St. Matthew 

For the spirit and structure of the book as a whole see Introduction, page 1501. 

The Gen,ealogy 

There is in this genealogy a superficial discrepancy in the fact that the details do not 
seem to bear out the fourteen generations claimed for each of the three divisions. This, 
however, can be explained without the assumption (sometimes made) that David an<l 
Jcchoniah are counted twice over. (1) Abraham and Jesus, the starting-point and the 
conclusion, arc both counted in: this is the ' inclusive manner of reckoning,' by which th:; 
Hebrews 'rnuld call the period from Friday afternoon to Sunday morning three days. 
This at once brings the first division to the requisite number fourteen, and the third divi
sion to thirteen. (2) It is obvious that generation in the strict sense can be carried no 
further than Joseph. Between him anrl J cs us the mother Mary is interposed: when she 
is reckoned as one the number fourteen is completed. 

I, II 

i. 23. Behold the virgin shall be "'ilk child, etc. - ii. 15. Out of Egypt did I call my 
son. - iv. 15. The land of Zebulun, etc.: compare Isaiah, chapter vii. l ~ and ix. 1; 
Hosea, xi. r. New Testament writers, and especially Matthew, seem often to cite sen
tences of the O.T. apart from their historical context, as seeing a mystic significance in the 
very phrases of Scripture. For the first citation, and the name Immanuel, compare pages 
l 568-70; for the third, pages 480 anti l 569. 

ii. 23. J[e shall be calied a Nazarene: the reference has not been identified. Some 
suppose N azarenc to be a term of reproach (compare, " Out of Galilee ariseth no prophet "), 
and that the reference is to such a passage as Isaiah, chapter liii. l, 2. 

III 

After a few sentences describing the opening of Christ's ministry, this section is whollv 
occupied with the collection of sayings which has come to be known as 'The Sermon on 
the Mount.' The general suggestion is that it is a collection from several discourses, 
many of them delivered very likely from a hill slope, as a favourite mode of public speaking, 
and drawn together into their present arrangement by the evangelist as a full type of the 
teaching of Jesus in the early part of his ministry. The sayings are sayings of Jesus; 
the arrangement is that of St. Matthew. This explains the occurrence in St. Luke's gospel 
of a collection of sayings havinµ; so much in common with the present collection as to 
sugg~st identity; yet much briefer, different in form, and associated with different sur
roundings. Bolh writers arc giving specimens or resumes of the general teaching that 
characterised an epoch in Christ's life. 

The arrangement adopted by St. lVfatthew is that of a literary form very common ii1 
Wisdom lite1·ature. It may he called the 'l\faxim' [compare page 1460): and consists 
of a gnomic sentence by way of text, followed by a prose comment or expansion. These 
'ma.xi;ns' form a characteristic part of Ecclesiasticus anrl Ecclfsiastes, with the former-of 
which Jesus shows familiarity [see page 1468): it continues a form of writing to the tim<" 
of the Rpistle of St. James [above, page 1689). But that the word has lost its proprr 
significance Lo modern cars, the discourse might be appropriately entitled, ' The Wisdom 
Df Jesus.' The whole discourse in St. Malthcw's arrangement falls into se,·en sections: 
·ix are expansions each of a single gnomic saying, expressive of some fundamental con
·~eptio11 of the new kingdom. The seventh section is miscellaneous: strings of disron 
nected sayings following more connected argument are a highly characteristic icatur~ of 
:Wisdom literature [compare in Ecclesiastes pages loq, ror7). The number of saym_gs 
tn this seventh section are seven, and the opening section has a sevenfold expansion of 1ls 
text: this dominalion of Matthew's writings by the number seven has been noted in the 
Introduction. 

i. In accorrlance wit\1 the general scheme of the whole discourse, this first section must 
be r~ad, not as a string of eight beatitudes, but as a single beatitude with a sevenfold ex
pansion. The beatitude brings forward a leading conception of Christ's new kingnom: 
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the way in which it is to reverse accepted ideas of what is greatness. Thus the significance 
of the ·term poor in spirit must be looked for in the seven applications into which it is 
expanded: 

mourning - in contrast with gaiety: compare such passages as Ecclesiastes, chapter 
vii. 2. 

tM meek - in contrast with the territorial magnate: just the contrast emphasised in 
Job, chapter x.xii. 6--9· 

they th11t lt1111gcr t111d thirst after righteo11sness: the sense of higher spiritual attain
ments to be sought - in contrast with Pharisaic satisfaction with external right
eousness: the contrast of the publican and the Pharisee. 

t/1c merciful - in contrast with the oppressive. 
I/le pure i11 heart - in contrast with the worldly: the thought of Psalms xxiv and xv. 

As these psalms describe such purity as preparation for God's house, the con
clusion here is natural, they shall see God. 

the peacemaker - in contrast with the warrior. 
finally, with full details bearing upon those addressed: the persecuted - iii contrast 

with his persecutor. 

ii. The significance is clear: Salt is not food, but that which is used to keep food 
wholeso1ne; if the church is ceasing to influence the world its very raison d'itre is gone. 

iii. l"e are the light of the world. Of this gnomic saying a twofold application is 
made: (r) As you arc the world's spiritual leaders, no action of yours can escape observa
tion. - (2) It is the function of light to shine: unless you make goodness attractive to 
outsiders you are failing in your n1ission. 

iv. The new kingdom is not a relaxation of the law, but a carrying of it on to its per
fection. - Agree •u:ith thi11e adversary ... thou shalt by 110 means come out, etc. This 
whole passage is not a fresh command, but an illustration. The theme has been anger, 
and its rising stages of intensity. This is illustrated by the succeRSive stages of legal 
process: subdue anger in the early stage, and so escape Lhe bitter end. 

V. The text is the heavenly and not the earthward reference of all spiritual acts. - Our 
Father "li.'hich art i11 heaven, etc. The structure of this first part of the Lord's Prayer is 
important for the exact sense. As ordinarily printed the passage is made a series of sep
arate petitions: llall<r"'cd be thy name. Thy ki11gdom come. Thy will be do11e as in 
hc1r...•e11 so on earth. By this arrangement the words as in !tea'uen, etc., are made to apply 
only to the lasl petition, Thy will be do11e. I ha,·e printed the whole as an' em·elope figure,' 
which connects the beginning and the end with all that comes between; thi.;s the full sense 
implied is, Halluwed be thy name, as in heaven, so on earth -Thy kingdom come, as in 
hea<·e11, so 011 earth - Thy wilt be done, as in hea1•e11, so on earth. 

vi. The lamp of the body is the eye. That which we ' have an eye to ' is what gives 
the light of purpose to all our actions; if the very light-making part of us be darkness, 
what must be the gloom of the rest of us (the darkness). 

vii. As remarked aboYe, this section is made up of seven miscellaneous sayings. -
ln vii. 6 parallelism of structure is an important light upon exact meaning. As printed in 
the text it "·ill be obser\"ed that the first and fourth lines have common indentation, and 
again the second and third: thus the sense is: 

Gii•e not that which is holy unto the dogs, 
Neither cast your pearls before the swine: 
Lest haply they [the swine] trample them 11nder their feel, 

And [Lhe dogs] tum and rend you. 

Throw a bone, i'. you want to propitiate a dog: if you throw him something sacred, he will 
smell at it a moment and then he at vou. So, cast pearls to swine and they will trample 
them without deigning to notice. The application in both cases is to want of spiritual 
appreciation: spiritual things must be spiritually discerned. 

IV 
In this, as in all sections, we have general incidents of teaching and healing: and 

especially, works of power, The distinctiveness of section IV is however clear. (r) It 
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contains the Fir,:t Impressions made by the ministry of Jesus: especially the teaching with 
authority, which made so startling a contrast to all that was then in vogue. - (2) With this 
we have the Gathering of Disciples: the incident of the scribe, in view of the future hos
tility of this class, suggests the eagerness with which the call was being responded lo. - · 
(3) There are also Hints of the Antagonism that was about to manifest itself: the words 
to the centurion suggest how the Gentiles were about to welcome what the children of the 
kingdom would reject; then, a. whole city is offended; then we have questionings as to 
forgiveness of sins, eating in company with outcasts, abstinence from fasting. The sec
tion reaches an appropriate conclusion in an incident which rouses the multitude to en
thusiasm, and calls from Pharisees mutterings of the thought which was hereafter tc be their 
great blasphemy. 

viii. 4. See thou tell no man; but . . . shew thyself to the priest, etc. The latter p.:1 t 
of the command illustrates the care with which Jesus avoids a conflict with the existing 
ecclesiastical system, so far as this is innocent: compare (xxiii. 2) The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit on Moses' seat: all things therefore whatsoe<•cr they bid you, do and obseri•c. 
It is part of his fixed purpose to extend his kingdom to the Gentiles through the chosen 
people, if they will accept the duty; and this explains the wocds to the Canaanite woman 
(xv. 24), and the charge to the Apostles (x. 5), as well as the Ascension charge which is the 
basis of the Acts of the Apostles. The former part of the command [compare below 
(ix. 30), sternly ch11rged them] reflects the fixed purpose of Jesus to avoid unsettling men's 
minds by appeals to wonder and excitement, which leads Matthew (xii. 19) to apply to him 
the Isaiahan prophecy, He shall not strii•e nor cry. His appeal is to spiritual evidence: 
hence [Marki. 25; iii. 12] he checks the acknowledgments from demons, and [ilfotthew xii. 39 I 
indignantly refuses the demand for a sign from heaven. When [as recorded by St. John, 
chapter xiv. I l] he says to the doubting disciples, Or else believe me for tlze very works' 
sake, he is descending to meet the adversaries on their own groun<l. - In the same spiril 
he commands [xvii. 9] the disciples to tell no man the wonder of the transfiguration until 
the time of his resurrection: he will not have the revelation of his glory stand apart from 
the revelation of his sufferings. 

viii. 20. The foxes have holes, etc .... leave the dead to bury their own dead. The pur
port of both incidents seems to be the same: the eagerness at this period in responding 
to the new call needs to be so far checked as that aspirants are bidden to count the cost. 

v 
The Commission to the Apostles, which is the subject of this section, is an excellent 

illustration of the principle underlying the whole of St. Matthew's writing, how he gathers 
from various parts of Christ's life sayings which he masses together at the point where 
they will be most effective. The Commission in the other gospels is brief. But Mark 
(chapters iii. 14 and vi. 7] seems to speak of more than one expedition of the twelve; Luke 
records this and also a similar expedition of seventy: the suggestion is that Christ sent out 
many such expeditions. Significant portions of the charge appear in the other gospels 
in connection with the expeditions: Matthew once for all gives a full and elaborate com
mission. It has the sevenfold division \llhich is his strong characteristic: 

r. Limitation to Israel. 
2. The two works of preaching and healing. 
3. It is not a hired ministry. 
4. On the other hand, it is not to be at the cost of the missionary: simple hospitality 

is to be accepted. 
5. Attitude to the inevitable opposition. 
6. Great doctrine of the kingdom: outwardly a kingdom of peace it brings spiriturl 

warfare into every household. 
7. For those accepting the word reward is certain, but it is spiritual [a prophet's 

reward]. 

X. 26. For there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed, etc. The general connec· 
tion makes these words, not a promise to the apostles, but a restatement of their duty. 
They are fearlessly to exercise their function of being the light of the world; for the special 
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privileges [compare the whole of section VII and its indication of an inner circle and doc
trine] which have been accorded them have been given on the express condition that they 
shall impart to others what has been spoken to them in the privacy of the circle of disciples. 
That this is the connection of thought is clear from the fact that in Mark (l·haplcr iv. 22) 
the words There ;s 11olhi11K covered, etc. directly follow the image of the lamp or candle, 
significant of the function of the disciples to make their doctrine known. (Compare Luke, 
chapter xii. 2-3.] This cannot be affected by the fact that in Luke (chapter xii. 2) the pro
verbial saying, There is nothing covered, etc., is put in antithesis to the hypocricy of the 
Pharisees. 

VI 

I have entitled this section' The Growing Isolation of Jesus and his Ministry.' Suc
cessi,·e sections bring out his reluctant separation from the ministry of John, greatest c' 
ministers, yet still outside the kingdom of heaven - his separation from the might and wis 
dom of the cities: he thankfully turns to the meek and lowly - his separation from tho 
Pharisaic doctrine of the Sabbath, most distinctive of Jewish institutions - open antago
nism to the now open blasphemy of the Pharisees, and the appeal of other scribes and 
Pharisees for physical and not spiritual wonders. - As a climax to this section, Matthew 
records here a sense of separation even from mother and brethren in response to the call 
of his dh·ine mission. 

xi. 3. Ari thou he that cometh, etc. The suggestion is an impatience on the part of 
John the Baptist for some grand assertion of Messiahship; the reports of Jesus were not 
the uwks of the Clzrist which he was expecting. The answer of Jesus is, as always, an 
appeal to spiritual evidence: healing and good tidings, not wonders. The final worcis 
bid John not make an offence of this confinement of miracle to works of mercy. 
In the discourse that follows Jesus does enthusiastic justice to the grandeur of John, yet 
recognises his ministry as below the kingdom of heaven. - The kingdom of heai•en suf
fereth vio/rncc ... all the prophets and tlze law prophesied until John: the period of pas
sive acquiescence in a law and external righteousness gives place, with John, to a period 
when righteousness must be active, nay, a violent pressing in to the kingdom. This is 
the general spirit of the fourth maxim of the Sermon on the Mount. 

xi. 16. It is like unto childrrn. . . . And wisdom is justified by her children. The 
image is of children's games: thev cannot agree among themselves whether to play funeral 
or wedding, and the sport is spoiled. Meanwhile, both in John's ministry and Christ's, 
those who arc children of Wisdom recognise the truth (compare the use of justified in Luke 
(chapter Yii. 29): tire people ... justified God, gave their verdict on his side, in contrast 
with the Pharisees and lawyers, who rejected the counsel of God]. 

xi. 27. All things haw been delivered unto me of my Fatlrer. The connection of thought 
se~ms to he this: he has just recognised his rejection by the great; by the authority com
mllted lo him from the Father he solemnly turns from the strong to the humble: Come uuto 
me, LJ/l ye that labour, etc. 

xii. 22-so. The internal connection of this important section, though not obvious, 
must he insisted upon. (1) The incident of the mother and brethren is linked to that of 
the Pharisaic blasphemy in Mark (iii. 20-,H), and even in Matthew the phrase, 11"/ri/e 
he was yet speaking, etc., is a link. (2) In Luke (chapter xi) the whole discussion of the 
'sign 'is closely bound up with the incident of the blasphemy. · (3) In the present case the 
latter part of Christ's answer to the demand for a sign (see below) seems to sum up by 
parable the position of both objectors. The incident is opened by the bold 
words of some Pharisees, ascribing to demonic agency Christ's casting out of demons. 
After :almly exposing the self-contradiction of the suggestion, Jesus, with gathering in
dignation, goes on to denounce this as worse than antagonism to himself, lwing nothing 
les_s _than hl_asphemy against the Divine Spirit of Healing, which is to Jesus the highest 
~pmtual ev1clence. -It shall not be forgh•en him, neither in tlzis world, uor in that which 
is to come: these WC'Tds are not a threat, but picture the hopeless state of such blasphemers 
[comp":re (Mark, iii. 29): is guilty of an eternal si11]; antagonism to the spirit of healing 
IS manifestly unhealable. -Either make the tree good, etc .... ei•ery idle word that mm 
shalt speak, etc.: the argument continues: such blasphemy implies an inward unsounclness 
deeper than their words [possibly idle words suggests a violent thing said in the heat of 
controversy]; though even their words will be an elem~nt in the judgment. 
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Anolher body of the opponents interrupt, clamouring for a 'sign ' [Luke in a similar pas
sage on the same incident has a sign from heaven, i.e. beyond the power of magic]. Orig
inally, the 'sign of the prophet' was the symbol or ·emblem which constituted the text 
of his discourse, such as the soiled girdle of Jeremiah, or the potter's bottle which he broke 
in token of the coming doom of the chosen people. But as some of these signs came miracu
lously (e.g. in Amos's visions), there grew in time a greater interest in the miraculous sign 
than in the spiritual truth of which it was the vehicle. Such decadence in the attitude 
to 'prophecy is precisely what Jesus sets himself steadily to oppose - the mere wonder at 
miraculous power taking the place of recognition of the spiritual grace of healing; he sets 
himself lo suppress the natural fame of his healing wonders. Accordingly the demand 
al this point for a ' sign ' is a less pronounced form of the previous blasphemy; it is a n· 
jcclion of the supreme spiritual evidence implied in healing powers, and a preference for 
the vulgar exercise of mere physical power. It is treated accordingly as an evidence of 
spiritual degeneration [an evil and adulterous generation]: and for a 'sign' Jesus 3Des 
back to the true meaning of the term and offers the ' sign of Jon ah ': the great sym hol 
of preaching and repentance. To this is added the Queen of Sheba, g1eat symbol of sitting 
at the feet of Wisdom. Addressing both bodies of objectors at once, Jesus then •peaks 
the parable which has application to the evil at the root of both - the rejection of the su
preme spirit of healing: the inherently unclean spirit, returning to his cleansed home, 
makes it the home of yet greater uncleanness. 

Page 1264: footnote. Herc, as elsewhere in this series of books, I have made use of 
the modern device of footnotes to separate sentences which, from the absence of such de
vices in ancient manuscripts, sometimes make awkward parentheses and interrupt the 
drift of thought. I understand the words, For as Jonah was three days and three nights 
in the belly of the whale, etc., to be a reJlection of St. lVIatthew, and not part of the 
discourse of Jesus. (I) The ' sign of Jonah ' occurs three times [Matthew, chapter xvi. 
4; Lulw, chapter xi. 29-33]: only in this passage is there any reference to the incident of 
the whale. In all three passages the natural meaning of the 'sign of Jonah' is that he 
is a sign of repentance to the Ninevites: this is put positively, and twice over, in the pas
sage of Luke; while the strongly rhetorical cast, both of the present passage and that in 
J.uke, makes the intrusion of a dilTerent image most unlikely. - (2) Again, a reference lo 
the death and resurrection of Christ at this point is entirely out of keeping with the fixed 
order of narrative in the synoptic gospels, according to which no suggestion of the death 
of the Master appears until the complete recognition of him in his Messiahship by Peter 
and the disciples, from which point it dominates the whole narrative [compare M atihrw 
xvi. 21): From that time began Jes11s to shew unto his disciples, etc.]. References recorded 
by SL. John in incidents usually understood to be earlier cannot affect the question: they 
belong to Jucl<ea and individual conversations; this reference lo the period of Christ's 
lying in the tomb woulcl be unintelligible to the persons here addressed. - (3) On the other 
hand, the words contain precisely the kind of reJlection on minute fulfilment of prophecy 
which is a leading characteristic of St. Matthew; and the utterance, pointless in the speech 
of Jesus, is a natural reJlcction for one who writes after the resurrection. - (4) No diffi
culty arises from the tense, so shall the Son of man be: the writer naturally puts himscli 
at the point of view of the incident that raises his rel1ection. There is a very similar case 
in connection with the dream of Joseph (i. 22): after the words of the angel" Thou shalt 
call his name ' Jesus.'" etc., we read, "Now all this is come to pass that it might be ful
filled which was spoken," etc., - as if this recognition of prophecy was part of the dream. 
Y ct I presume no one would so interpret it: not a trace of it is found in the announce
ment of the angel to Mary, as recorded in Lu/,e. 

VII 

Ah three evangelists treat the matter of this section in such a way as to suggest that it 
makes an epoch in the ministry of Jesus. Parables of course occur at other points: but 
here the Public Parable and the Private Interpretation becomes for a time a distir.ctive 
mode of teaching, suggestive of an outer and inner doctrine for the new dispensation. 
The suggestion is further assisted bv the phrase, Unto you it is given to know tlw mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven: ' mysteries ' is a technical term of ancient religions, implying 
the two elements of mystic symbols for the outside world, and the full understanding of 
them only for' the initiated.' To the same effect is the suggestion of the concluding words: 
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hat the inner circle of disciples are the 'scribes' of the new dispensation. We have seen 
.bove (note to x. 26) the warning that such special privileges are granted them only that 
hey may be used for the public hereafter. The arrangement of the section is clear. 
~ccording to his usual practice, Matthew represents the general parabolic teaching of 
·esus by seve1' parables. There is an interruption after the first, and the whole plan 
,f public parable and private interpretation is explained, while the foundation parable of 
he Sower is interpreted. Later on there is another interruption, as if further to illustrate 
he plan of teaching: for it will be observed that the parable then interpreted is not the one 
ast delivered. At the end there is a formal conclusion, as if by a completed course of train
ng the disciples are recognised as fully instructed 'scribes.' 

xiii. 52. A mall that is a householder ••. things ne-<LJ and old. The words merely 
mply that they are well furnished for th~ir teaching. Possibly the latter phrase suggests 
:ver new interpretations of old sayings. 

vm 
This section is occupied with ( r) the Greater Miracles. They are greater in the sense of 

:ieing more impressive and wide-reaching in their effects. The feeding of multitudes di
rectly associates itself with the pressure of crowds upon the ministry of Jesus, which is a 
ink of connection throughout this part of the narrative; and to the wider fame may be 
foe the deputation from Jerusalem. Again, the miracle on the sea draws from the dis
;iples who alone witness it the anticipation of that full recognition which is the basis of 
;ection IX. - ( 2) The Growing Antagonism. His own country takes offence at Jesus; 
:he deputation from Jerusalem leads to his open renunciation of the Tradition of the Elders 
iVhich was the distinctive religion of the age. 

A starting-point is the announcement of John's execution. From the tender affection 
ht cherishes for his precursor Jesus feels this as a personal bereavement, and seeks retire
ment: the multitudes press upon his privacy and follow him to the desert, which leads to 
the miracle of feeding; seeking retirement in the night he is separated from the disciples, 
and his rejoining them brings the miracle on the sea; upon the arrival at the land there 
is fresh crowding, and so we reach the deputation from Jerusalem. 

The Tradition of the Elders was the organised form finally taken by the long-continued 
idolatry of the very letter of the Mosaic Law. It was not enough to abstain from actual 
breaches of this Law: a' hedge about the Law' had been made, in the form of traditional 
µrartices designed to aYoid even doubtful acts. In procC'SS of time these minute traditions 
had, in the thoughts of the religious world, taken the place of the Law itself. Jesus is 
for ever appealing from the outward letter to the inner spirit: and in the present incident 
openly pronounces against the whole traditional system. How great a shock this was tu 
the religious spirit of the time is measured by the difficulty with which even the disciples 
receive the appeal lo inner as against outer purity. 

XV. 21. Jesus, still in search of quiet, retires to the region of Canaanite cities outside 
the range he has prescribed for his personal ministry [compare above, note lo viii. 4]. 
He allows himself to he spiritually forced by the faith of the Canaanite woman. 

xv. 29. On his return, Jesus, still in search of quiet, is in the desert parts of Galilee, 
and is again oppressed by the widespread influence of the miracle of feeding; again he 
exercises his ministry, and a second time works a miracle of feeding. This leads to a fresh 
deputatio~. of rulers, and another demand for a ' sign,' which is answered as before (above, 
note lo xn. 22). The miracle and the discussion are both involved in the subsequent 
discourse on ' leaven.' 

IX 

!he turning-point in Matthew's narrative of the Ministry of Jesus is made by the Con
~ess10n _of Peter, and f_ull recognition of the Messiahship by the band of disciples, followed 
1mmed1ate.ly hy t~e visible glory of the Transfiguration. This leads to the revelation by 
Jesus of h_1s su~enngs and death, reserved till after this recognition: the union of the two 
~ea.s of kingship and suffering makes the whole ' mystery ' of the kingdom into which the 
~1sc1ples are to be initiated. Their intense difficulty in understanding the union of these 
ideas leads to a series of Questions concerning the kingdom, and with these the whole 
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section is occupied, Its natural divisions are divisions of locality. - (1) The 
Confession takes place in the parts of Cr£Sarea Philippi: in this neighbourhood arises 
the first of the questionings, as to the coming of Elijah. - (2) In Galilee there is fresh in
culcation of the doctrine of the sulTering Messiah. An external circumstance (the demand 
for toll) brings up the whole question, wherein consists greatness in the kingdom of heaven; 
and out of the discussion of this arises a kindred question of sin and its treatment unrlcr 
the new dispensation. - (3) The scene has changed to the borders of Judrea beyond Jord<111. 
Here two external incidents give rise to two discussions: queslions of marriage, and again 
of mammon, are raised in relation to the kingdom of heaven. - (4) In the going up '" 
Jerusalem the nearer expectation of the kingdom leads, through a demand of the sons of 
Zebedee, to a new aspect of Christ's kingdom: lordship in it is service. 

xvi. 18. Thou art 'Peter,' and upon this 'rock,' etc.: in the original the two worrls 
have a resemblance of sense and sound: Petros and Petra. 

xvii. 22-xviii. The link binding together the parts of this subsection is found in the 
idea of 'olTence ' : lest we cause them lo stumble, go thou lo the sea, etc. Payment of Loll 
seems incongruous with the newly recognised kingship: Jesus admits it, yet pays, to avoid 
offence. This not unnaturally raises the question of greatness in this novel kingdom 
[compare, " Who then is greatest,'' etc.]. Christ's answer is the object-lesson of the child, 
and the care to avoid giving olTence even to the least: to avoid giving olTcnce Lo these his 
disciples must forego what is most positively their own - the hand, the foot, the eye -
caring more even for the stray sheep than the ninety-nine at home. The transition is to 
offences against one's self, and actual sins: these are to be encountered, not by power, 
hut by the reference to the spirit of the new society [tell it unto the church]; if even this 
fails, there is no more of violence than that the offender is to be held as outside the socirt ,. 
[let him be unto thee as the Gentile and the publican]. The connection of the words th;it 
follow [What things soever ye shall bind on earth, etc.] is that this society and ils relations 
to its members is pronounced the only power for dealing with offences that Christ will 
recognise in his kingdom. - A further question of Peter, as lo how far this treatment is 
to be carried, leads to the declaration that it is unlimited: this is emphasised by the parable 
which brings out that all differences of offences as between man and man vanish in the 
vast gulf between sinful man and the forgiving God. 

xviii. 22. I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until Sewnty times and se<•l'u. 
I have preferred the marginal reading of the R.V. here, because it preserves the echo of 
Lamech's Song of the Sword [Genesis iv. 24]: 

If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, 
Truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold. 

The law of Christian forgiveness is made commensurate with the traditional song of revenge. 
xix. 3. The question raised of Divorce comes from the outside; its importance for till' 

spirit of this part of the narrative consists in the further question raised by Christ's ruling 
in the mind of the disciples: If this be so, what is the good of marriage? The reply is, 
Even this may have to be given up for the kingdom's sake. - In the second discussion 
(on mammon) the connection of thought seems to be as follows. Mammon is opposed 
lo the spirituality of the kingdom. When with difficulty this has been accepted the dis
ciples ask, What then shall be our reward who are giving up everything? The answer is, 
Reward they shall have indeed, but not measured on any economic scale of graduation: 
the first may be last and the last first. This is enforced by the Parable of the Hired La
bourers. 

x 
The order of narrative is clear and simple: the Royal Entry into Jerusalem, the surn.<

sive conflicts with various classes of opponents, and the final breach with the rulers of lhc · 
religious world. From this point Christ retires from public ministry, and the narral!ve 
follows his discourses to his disciples. 

xxi. 19. Incident of the Fig Tree. The suggestiveness of this incident must be 
gathered from the position in the narrative in which it is found. The fig tree .catches the 
eye of Jesus as he is approaching Jerusalem in this period of his final breach with the holy 
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dt\' an<l the rrli~ious rebellion it represents. It must be remembered that the barren 
fig.tree ha<l already been the subject of a parable [Lu_ke, c?~pter xiii. 6] by which, at a.time 
when the antagonism of the Jews had not yet reached its ~ns.1s, Jesus expres~ed l<;>ng patience 
and a time of respite: there should be yet a year for digging and manuring, if perchance 
e\·en wt the barren might hear fruit. Now that Jesus is on his way to the final casting 
off oi the guilty cit\· his eye is caught hy the tree with its fair show of leaves and no 
fruit; he is reminded of his own parable, and solemnly pronounces that the offered respite 
is at an end: Let there be 110 fruit from thee henceforward for ever. But this natural signifi
rnnn• ·,,f the incident is ,·eiled by the perversity of the disciples, who, sharing the universal 
tenden<·y to fix on the physical miracle and not the spiritual truth, are struck by the mar\'el 
of the fig tree's actually withering away. Jesus takes the opportunity for enforcing a 
les~on of faith and its power to work wonders. 

xxiii. Here St. Matthew, according to his custom, gathers into one carefully arranged 
discourse the succession of sayings of Jesus in which he expresses his final denunciation 
uf the scribes and Pharisees. Its structure shows ( l) a general introduction, ( 2) a sevenfold 
woe, modelled by St. Matthew upon the Sevenfold Woe of Isaiah [page 476], and (3) a 
conclusion expressing the yearning over the fate of the doomed city. 

xxiii. 34-S· " Therefore, belzc!d I send u11/o you, etc.-" The words in quotation marks 
I understand to be words of God, not of Jesus. In rhetorical vehemence he unifies the 
whole hostility of the Pharisaic spirit, past as well as present and future, in one continuous 
opposition to God's will. 

XI 
This <liscourse appears in all three gospels in closely similar sections, except that Mat

lhew, according to his custom, expands it to a sevenfold division. [Compare above, note 
lo Section \".] The question of the disciples puts together thy coming a11d the end of the 
u•or/J, as if they constituted the same thing. It is a leading point of Christ's answer to 
separate the l\rn, and this is a key to the sections of the discourse. - (1) He shows that 
every tribulation is not the end: they must beware of the cries of Christ's coming which 
these tribulations may gh·e rise to. - (2) He then deals with the tribulation of Jud.,a: 
[this is so far the 'coming of Christ' that it is the fall of the power that has opposed him:] 
but the lightninglike coming of the Son of man in thr true sense is different. - (3) After 
that tribulation will suddenly [note: immediately, after: not, immediately after: compare 
rorresponding passages of Al ark and Luke] be a greater tribulation: a shaking of the 
heavens, and the Son of man shall be seen coming in glory. - (4) The one tribulation can 
be told by signs, as arc rear! the signs of coming spring in the fig tree: the other will come 
b\' surprise, and none hut the Father knows when. - (5) The moral is watchfulness, and 
this is enforced by the Parable of the Ten Virgins. - (6) With watchfulness is combine<l 
work: Para hie of the Talents. - (7) As a final section St. Matlhew records the descrip· 
lion of the last judgment. 

XII 
The narrati,·e in this final section of St. Ma/thew is transparently simple and the <livi

sions obvious: The preparations for the end - the Last Supper - the scenes on Olivet -
the preliminary Examination before Caiaphas- the Trial before Pilate - the Crucifixion 
- the Burial - the Resurrection and Ascension. 

. x::xvi. 1-16. The link binding together the three paragraphs of this subsection is the 
circumstance, recorded by St. John, that the speaker of the words, To what purpose is 
tlzis 'U!asle, etc., was Judas. 

xxvi. 28. This is my blood of the covenant, etc.: see above, note to .Hebrews ix. 16. 
xxvii. 9: That ".'hich was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet: the passage apparently 

referred _to 1s found m our Book of Zechariah, chapter xi. 1 3· Similarly in Mark i. 2 a 
passage.•.~ uteri as from ' Isaiah' of which the first portion is from our Book of Malachi, 
chapter 111. 1, the latter from ou1· Book ~f Isaiah, chapter xi. 3. Just as the name' David' 
stands for the psalms in general, and ' Solomon ' for all wisdom literature, so the whole 
roll of prophec~ may be cited by the names of the two most prominent prophets. There 
ar~ traces of rhffcrent rolls of the prophets commencing severally with Isaiah and Jere
miah. But the naturalness of this is increased if, as there is reason to suppose, the latter 
part of our Zechariah, and Malachi, were originally anonymous books of prophecy.. See 
page 1414. 
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Note~ to St. Mark 

As already stated in the Introduction (see page I 505) the gospel of St. Mark takes the 
literary form of independent sections, narrating successive incidents, rather than that of 
a regularly arranged history. 

i. 2. As it is written in I saialt the prophet: see above, note to Matthew xxvii. 9. 
i. 14. This section seems to be giving a general picture of the ministry of Jesus, with 

illustrative particulars. Most of it is a specimen day of work in Capernaum. 
I. 40. A note of this section, and of a goorl deal of St. Mark's gospel, is the suggestion 

of the crowding upon Jesus, produced by the fame of his miracles. 
i. 44. Sec thou say nothing to any man: see above, note to M attltew viii. 4. 
ii. 13. The two incidents of this section are connecterl together by the three evan

gelists, but Mark preserves the link between them: that the feast in Matthew's house took 
place while John's disciples and the Pharisees were observing a fast. 

iii. 7. While this section is a general picture, yet it serves to link the thronging of the 
multitudes, which is so much insisted on by St. Mark, with the selection of an inner cirdc 
of disciples. 

iii. 20. It is characteristic of Mark to preserve visible links between incidents which 
elsewhere stand side by side. (Compare note to Matthew xii. 22-50.) Jesus goes into a 
house to eat bread, possibly for the purpose of meeting the deputation of scribes from 
Jerusalem. The pressure of the crowrl disturbs the meal: this brings the brethren of 
Jesus to the rescue, and draws out the blasphemy of the scribes. At the end of Jesus's 
rebuke his brethren are still unable to get admittance through the crowd. 

iii. 29. Is guilty of an eternal sin: see above, note to Mal/hew xii. 22-50. 
iv. I. A threefold division of this section would bring out its analogy with 

the corresponding section of Matthe
0

w (VII: see notes to that section). All the three 
evangelists make an epoch in Christ's ministry by this division between the outer multitude 
and the inner circle of disciples, and the addressing to each a difTcrcnt type of teaching. 
The first and third divisions of this section of Mark give examples of the public parables. 
There is the Parable of the Sower, which inaugurates this mode of teaching; the Parable 
of the Mustard Seed; and a third, peculiar to l\fark, which sucrgests how the seed once 
planted must be left to work its own effects, the husbandman being unable to hurry ih 
growth, or to interfere in any way until the harvest. Between (verses ro-25) comes the addrc8' 
to the inner circle of disciples, explaining the principle of the separation, and illustrating 
by the interpretation of the main parable. To this St. Mark adds teachings bringing <>UL 
that these special instructions to the inner circle are only given them in order that they 
may pass them on to those outside. Here Mark introduces the image of the lamp - thcv 
are to be the light of the world - and the principle With what measure ye mete, etc., which 
Matthew embodies in the general discourse, or 'Sermon on the Mount.' 

iv. 35. The unity of this section is easily recognised: incidents on either side of th!' 
lake in the same journey to and fro. . · 

vi. 6. The connection of matter in this section seems to be as follows. The enlarged 
area of action made by the journeys of the apostles brings the fame of the new movement 
to the cars of Herod: the mention of this name leads to the storv of the execution of John 
the Baptist. The return of the apostles is made an occasion ·for seeking rest: but the 
thronging of the multitudes into the desert prevents this, and leads to the miracle of fee<lin.e;. 
Then Jesus seeks rest by night, and on his return to the disciples occurs the miracle on 
the sea. On his arrival on the other side there is fresh pressure of the multitude, am: 
so we pass to the next section. In St. Matthew (xiv. 13) it is the news of the Baptist'>; 
death, brought home by the apostles on their return, t:iat is made the motive for seeking 
rest. 

vi. IO. Wheresoever ye enter into a house, etc. We have here the substance rather 
than the full text of the commission. Compare above, note to Ma/thew V. 

vii. 5. The Tra.dition of the Elders: see above, page 1697. 
Page 1293, footnote. I have here, as elsewhere, used the modern form of a footnote 

to convey a parenthesis: the absence of this device from ancient MSS. gives often an 
l.ppearance of awkwardness to style where there is none. (Compare page r 532.) 

vii. ~. For the incident itself compare note to Matthew viii. 4, page r6g4. 
'7ii. 31, viii. 22. Both sections illustrate Mark's power of vivid details. 
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viii. JO, ix. JO. Jesus seems to be unwilling that the recognition of the Messiahship 
lshall stand alone, without the recognition of the Me5'iah's sufferings. It is part of his 
1widcr purpose to restrain the appeal to mere wonder working. Compare above, note to 
IM alllica• ,·iii. 4. 

ix. JO. A comparison of this section with Af atthew xvii. 22-xviii is interesting. Mat
lthew presents a series of important teachings, the link between which is the idea of' offences,' 
lthe whole arising out of an incident he preserves in which Jesus paid tribute to avoid giving 
offence. :\lark, who omits that circumstance, interrupts the series of discourses hy another 
incident, that of the man casting out <levils in Christ's name but not following Christ. 
Possibh· the series of teachings may have been linked together by the object lesson of a 
liule child in the midst: Mark has preserved this visible link, Matthew the logical con
nection. 

ix. 49. For c<•cry 011c shall be salted a•ilh fire ... have salt in yourseh•es, and be at 
peace 011e 7i'itli a11ollicr. - Compare .lfotthcuJ v. 13: Ye are the salt of the earth. The con
nection of thought is not <lifficult: Ye are the purifying force of the world: this purifying 
force must be maintained at all costs, even at the cost of the purifying fire of sufTering 
[dz. the sacrilices of which he has just spoken]: thus he hicls them cast off for this purpose 
even their natural ambition and rivalry [be al peace one with another]. Fire is appropriately 
userl for the supreme purifying power: compare .Llf atthew, iii. 11 1 where it i~ contrasted with 
the weaker purifying power of water. John baptizes with water, but his mightier suc
cessor with fire. 

x. JI. Bui ma11y that are first shall be last, etc. The connection of this with what 
precedes is best seen in the faller report of Matthew: see note to Matthew xix. 3. 

xi. 12. For the Incident of the Fig tree compare note to Matthew xxi. IQ. 

xii. J2. .4 11d llie scrihe said unto him, Of a truth, Master, thou hast well said, etc. The 
difTcrence of the two incidents as related here and in St. Matthew (xxii. 35) is characteristic 
of the two writers. Mark gives the visible picture of a particular incident seen by an eye
"'itness; Matthew jg collecting a series of questions solved by Jesus, and the difference 
in personal character bet" een this scribe an<l the other questioners docs not concern him. 

xiii. I. See note to Ma/thew XI. 
xiv. 1. See note to M.1tthew xxvi. 1-16. 
xiv. 24. This is my blood of the c07•e11a11I, etc.: see above, note to 1-Iebrcws ix. 16. 
xiv. 51. .4 nd a certain youllg man fol/m.ved with him, etc. Probably the explanation 

of this othcr\\'ise isolate<! circumstance is that it is one of the graphic detnils of which this 
gospel is full. A sleeper roused in the night follows to see what the disturbance is: the 
rough soldiers lay hokl of his extemporised garment, and he flees naked. Another example 
nf the mixture of curiosity and panic which was manifested by Peter on that night. 

Appendix. Both the external evidence of MSS. and ancient authorities, and the 
internal evidence from the sentences themselves, ronrur in suggesting Lhat this is not the 
final section of the gospel, but an appendix added subsequently because the conclusion 
"'as abrupt. In style it appears, not a narrative, but a compendium of the appearances of 
Jesus after his resurrection: one of these appearances being the very incident which was 
related in the previous section. 

Notes to St. John's Gospel 

Prologue 

This prologue is the formal elaboration of a thesis which the body of the gospel is to 
support by selections from the actions and sayings of Jesus. The form it assumes to the 
eye in the present edition is that of Text and Comment: condensed gnomic sayings for 
texts, making a progression, with freer sentences expanding and supporting: substantially 
the same form which underlies the brief Maxim [page 1460], the lengthy Discourses of 
Wisdom [page 1476], and some of the Discourses of Jesus as reported by St. Matthew 
[see 16g2]. 

In appreciating the full force of this prologue, it is well first to read the gnomic texts 
hy themselves, in order to catch the progression to the third, which is the immediate theme 
of the gospel. 
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In the beginning was the Word: 
And the Word was with God: 
And the Word was God. 

2 

And the Word became flesh, 
And dwelt among us, 
Full of grace and truth. 

3 
No man hath seen God at any time: 
The only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father, 
He hath declared him. 

r. What modern thought would naturally express bv the abstract idea of 'revelation,' 
ancient thought expresses by a concrete term 'worcl.' In the present case the 'revelation' 
to be expressed is more than abstract; the very point of this first gnomic saying is t6 con
vey that the Revelation is no less Divine than that which is revealed. Of course, The Word 
is not a figure of speech invented by our author for this occasion, but is an accepted term 
for such concrete conception of revelation as is here to be presented in its supreme form. 

The comment on this first saying expands the thought of Divine Word or Revelation: 
how it goes back to preexistent Deity, how it is the medium of all creation, the medium 
of life, and the medium of the light which is the life of the spiritual world. 

·2. The next step in the progression is the idea of a Revelation (or \\'ord) incarnate: 
making a new dispensation distinguished by grace and truth, as the old dispensation was 
identified with law. 

On this again there is a threefold comment: the testimony of the author, as one of 
many [we], to the paternal glory visible in the incarnated Word, and to the fulness of grace 
and truth derived from him; and again, the witness of John Baptist (accepted as supreme 
type of the old dispensation) that his successor was before him in rank, as he had been lic
fore him in preexistence. 

3. The two other sayings have brought forward the conceptions of 'Revealing Word' 
and 'Flesh': the two now reach their union in the word 'Son.' Jesus is presented '" 
Son of God, only Revealer of the Father. On this proposition the whole of the gospel is 
the comment. 

I 

i. The 'witness' of this section to the thesis of the prologue is not merely the actual 
testimony borne by John and the other disciples to the Messiahship of Jesus, but rather 
the testimony of Jesus himself, and of the whole incident: e.g., that John rests his recog
nition upon a positive sign from heaven. 

ii. 'Sign' is the word almost universally used in this gospel for the miracles: thc_1· 
are adduced only in vindication of lhe truths laid down in lhe prologue. The closenc" 
of this first sign to the prologue is clear: compare, and manifested his glory, with the word, 
of the prologue, we bchrld his glory. 

iii. The witness of this incident is twofold: first, that Jesus claims the right to clean'<' 
the temple as his Father's house; second, the enigmatic reference to the sign o[ the rcsu1 
n·ction. Possibly a third claim may lie in the expression, Destroy this templr: the word 
for temple here implying the holier part, whereas in the rest of the incident the tempi,· 
court has been spoken of. 

iv. The witness of this section to the thesis of the prologue is obvious: the words, .\'" 
man hath ascended into heaven, etc., being a direct echo of the third of the three sayings. · 
The wind bloweth where it listeth: a good deal of the force of this is lost in English; in 

the original Spirit and wind are the same. - Art tho1t the teacher, etc. There is no em
phasis on the dcfrnite article: a generalisation from Nicodemus's position as a doctor of 
laws is all that is meant. - ~r..·o must the Son of man hr !1/trd up: these cnigmatkal rC'frr 
ences to the future are specially characteristic of this gospel. - For Cod so loved tire world, 
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etc. These words are not to be understood as part of the answer of Jesus. The evan
gelist is here introrluring a comment on this the first distinctive reference to the crucifixion 
and ' eternal life.' It will be felt that the language here goes back to the tone of the pro
logue. 

v. A still fuller witness from John, recognised as the supreme type of the dispensation 
of the Law and Prophets. -He that comethfrmn above is above all. Once more we have 
a comment bv the writer of the gospel upon the detail of the narrative last mentioned, 
nameh·, John;s worcls, He must fricrease 1 but I must decrease. Again we return to the tone 
of the. prologue, and especially its words as to acceptance and rejection of the revealing 
Word. 

vi. The incident is full of the various kinds of' witness' that this gospel is accumulating. 
There arc the claims put forward by Christ in his enigmalical words to the woman; the 
sudden recognition of him by the woman as a prophet fit to settle the question in dispute 
be!ween Jews and Samaritans, this recognition being itself based upon what was another 
kind of witness, the 'sign' implied in Jcsus's supernatural knowledge of the woman's 
life; there is a further witness borne bv the Samaritans to the Sm•iour of the world, based 
not on miracle hut on a two days' companying with Jesus. But above all there is the wit
ne" implied in the words of Jesus that his meat is to do the work of his Father, and that 
this work was already being accomplished. 

vii. This is described as a sign, the raising a child from the point of death. - Jesus 
himself testified, that a prophet hath 110 honour in his own country. In other gospels this 
saving is applied to rejection of Christ hy Galilean cities; here to a rejection by Judea. 
But of course there is no point in the word country: the proverb uses that word; the appli
cation may be equalh- to race, family, etc. The proverb might be applied to various kinds 
of rejection: here the thought is that of the prologue, Jfr came unto his own, and they that 
were his rru.•11 recrh•ed /rim not. -Except ye see signs and wonders ye will in no wise believe. 
Of the two things to which he appeals Jesus prefers the evidence of' witness' rather than 
that of 'signs': compare (xx. 29), Blessed are thry that hai>e not seen and yet have believed. 
\\"iih this may be connected the attempts of Jesus to restrain the spreading fame of his 
miracleo, as recorded in other gospels [compare note lo Matthew viii. 4 on page 1694]. 

II 

This whole section is devoted to the signs and witness of Jesus appearing in his antago
nism with 'the Jews.' It is a marked feature of this gospel that this term is regularly 
applied to the enemies of Christ: often in these incidents a distinction being preserved 
between the multitude (or they) and the Jews, the latter always associated with opposition 
and rejection. 

i. We have here, first a 'sign' of healing; then its conSC<JUcnres, and out of these 
conSCf]Uf"nrcs 'witness' to the the~.is of the prologue. First, opposition is made to Jesus 
on the ground that this healing was a violation of the sabbath: his answer, My Father 
u:~r~elh ri.!fll until Jtffti.', and I work, is rightly interpreted as a claim ·of equality with the 
D_1nne author of ihc sabbath. The answer of Jesus to this, The Son Wit do nothing of 
himself but u:lzat he srcth the Father doing, and again, I ca1t of myself do 11othi11g, as I hear 
1 1udge, is the most explicit and simple presentation of himself as revelation of (;od. Fur
ther claims arc advanced: judgment and the resurrection have been committed to the 
Son by the Father. The witness of John, of the scriptures and Moses is claimed: but 
hey'?_nd all human witness is the fart that the works of the Father arc being accomplished . 

. II. Again, a rll\·ision of the gospel is made up of a sign, the disputation arising out 
?fit, and the witn<'ss of this disputation to the claims of Jesus. The use of the word sign 
IS notable here. :\s far as the miraculous nature of the incidents is <·oncerncd, Lhe walkin~ 
Uf~on the sea is as superhuman as the feeding the multitude: but the word sign is not ap
ph~d lo the former act, and, when the multitude express astonishment as lo the mode in 
~vh1~h Jesus can have reached the place where they find him without the aid of boats, he 
1~ his ans~''C'r entirely ignores their question as to this miracle, and goes hack to the prc
~1ous fced111g of the five thousand: this with its spiritual suggestiveness, which he expands 
I~lo a discourse, is a sign: what is merely miraculous he passes O\'er. - \VhC"n from this 
<1gn Jesus presents himself as the bread of/if' he is met hv the half-believing multitude with 
another miracle of feeding, the manna in the wilderness: and this, they sugg<'sl, was bread 
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out of heaven, no rloubt animaterl by the same suspicions of magic which appear in the other 
gospels in the form of demands for a sign from heaven. This leads to more·emphatic 
claims of Jesus to be the Son who has come down from the Father in heaven. - Here be
comes evident the division in the multitude before Jesus: it is the Jews who cry out at this 
claim. - Murmur not amo11g you,. selves. No man ca11 come to me, except the Father ... 
draw him. Jesus takes nole of the divided opinion, and, as always, makes it depend 
upon a di!Terence in the spiritual nature of those who accept and reject. The doctrine nf 
bread of life is reiterated, the Jews persisting in pressing the literal sense of the figure. 
The incident ends with the rlilTerentiating power of the words of Jes us, causing some to 
go bark, leading olhers to fuller recognition of the Holy One of God. (Compare page r 503.) 

iii. The continuity of \\·hat is here presented as one division of the narrative is, in 
the ordinary versions, obscurer! by the insertion [vii. 53, after the words: Out of Galilee 
arise/It no prophet] of the incident of the woman taken in adultery: which is spurious. 
On thic subject I quote the note from the Commentary of Milligan and Moulton. "The 
almost unanimous voice of modern criticism pronounces the narrative before ns to be no 
genuine part of the Gospel of John. The section is wanting in the oldest and moct trust
worthy Mss. of the Gospel, and in several of the most ancient versions. It is passed by 
without notice in the commentaries of some of the earliest and most critical fathers of the 
Church. It is marked by an unusually large number of various readings, - a circumstance 
always highly suspicious. It is full of expressions not found elsewhere in the Fourth Gos
pel. . . . It interrupts the flow of the section where it occurs, - chapter viii. 12 connect
ing itself directly with that part of chapter vii which closes with ver. 52. Finally, Mss. 
which contain the section introduce it at various places, - some at the close of the Gospel; 
others after chapter vii. 36; while in a third class it has no place in John at all, but is rend 
in the Gospel of Luke at the close of chapter xxi. These considerations are decisive." -
These commentators point out that this want of genuineness as a part of John's gosprl 
does not militate against the possible truth of the incident: the story appears indeed to 
have been in circulation from the earliest limes. - The incident is here given. 

[And they went every man unto his own house: but Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 
And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; 
and he sat down, and taught them. And the scribes and the Pharisees bring a woman takrn 
in adultery; and having set her in the midst, they say unto him, Alaster, this woma11 hath 
been taken in adultery, in the very act. Now i11 the law lvfoses commanded us lo stone such: 
what then sayest thou of her? And this they said, tempting him, that they might ha1•e 
whereof lo accuse him. But Jesus stooped dtru.m, and with his finger wrote on the ground. 
But when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is 
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone a~ her. And again he stooped duwn, a.nd 
with lzis finger wrote on the ground. And they, when they heard it, wr11t out one by onr, 
hegi1111ing from the eldest, even unto the last: and .T esus was left alone, a11d the woma11, where 
she was, in the midst. And Jesus lifted up himself, and said unto her, Woman, where arr 
they? did 110 man condemn thee? And she said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said, Neither 
do I co11demn thee: go thy way; from henceforth sin 110 more.] 

iii. Read as a single section, we have in iii a series of utterances connected with the 
visit to the Feast of Tabernacles. It is a continuous series, in the sense that some of the 
later sayings are replies to trains of thought and disputation generated by the earlier sav
ings, thrse thoughts not spoken directly lo J esns, bul noted by him in the conversations of 
the multitude among themselves. All through must he borne in mind the growing division 
between the multitude (wholly or half persuaded) and the Jews, or sometimes, the Phari
sees (in open opposition). (a) The first claim of Jes us, based on objections of the J e\\'S 
to his supposed illiteracy, is that his teaching is from above: recognisable by those who 
have the right nature. (b) There is a sudden turn in the incident made by the Master's 
abrupt question: Why seek ye to kill me? The general multitude repudiate this as a 
suggestion of some demon: Jes us in his answer is referring back to the persecution of the 
previous incident (i), and makes a legal defence of healing on the sabbath. (c) In t?e 
resulting division of opinion a difficulty is felt: they know whence Jesus is, but the Chr~st 
is not to he so known. Jesus meets this with the distinction: they know whmce he 1s, 
but not Who sent him: He is known only by the one who is from Him. (d) The division 
among the people has become an overt separation between those who believe, and those 
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who seek to take Jesus prisoner. On this last attempt is based the next saying: an enigma 
of the future [ascent to the Father]: }"e shall seek me, and shall not find me. (e) The next 
utterance is based upon one of the symholic acts of the Feast, the pouring water upon the 
altar, amid musk and sacred dances, in memory of the miraculous stream in the desert: 
He that brli,.,urt/1 011 me, as the scripture hath said, out of /11'.s belly shall flow rivers of living 
u•a/cr. I understand thr words, as the scripture Ira/Ir said, to apply only to the expression 
lfri11gwa!er: the hrliewr shall be a rock out of whirh shall flow the living water of prophecy 
(compare Zechariah, chapter xiv. 8; Eorkirl, xlvii). The di\·ision of feeling becomes so 
acute as to ailed the wry officers of the prirsts and Pharisees, and even one of their own 
number. (j) c\nothr utterance is founded on the illumination of the temple court <luring 
the evenings of the Feast: Jesus is the light of the world. The Pharisees attempt to fasten 
upon him a \"erhal contradiction, in repelling which there is fresh identification with the 
Father. (g) The next claim is onre more founcled upon the attempt to arrest Jesus: l 
go a7l'a y, and ;.·c shall serk me, etc. There is also another enigmatic reference to the future, 
and the lifting up of the Son of man. (/1) The last division of this prolonged disputation 
is produced by a wave of faith that seems to sweep over the multitude before the !\faster. 
Noting it, Jesus adrlresses those who arc thus inclining to acrcpt him: If ye ahide in my 
word ... the lmth shall make yo" frer. Thereupon they [i.r. the mixed multitude, in
duding believers and opponents] repudiate the word make Jrer, and daim freedom as 
Abraham's seed. Jesus advances claims that exalt him above Abraham; the disputation 
l:x>romes more and more heated [note transition from They answered to The Jews a11swcrcd1 
until the incident ends in an attempt at stoning. 

iv. Herc, as in i and ii, we find a sign - the healing of a man horn blind, a division 
of impression in those who behold, leading- in the present case to a prolonged attempt to 
explain a\\"ay thL" fads, and the witness that all this brings to the claims of Jesus: heap
peals to the healed man to believe on him as the Son of God. At the close the dividing line 
between those who accept aml reject is expressed in the paradox: For judgement came I 
i11to this tvorld, that thr.v u:hich see uol may see; and that they 'u."liich sec may become bliud. 

V. The Parable of the Good Shepherd is sometimes associated with the previous in
cident. I understand it as a fresh starting point: in place of a sign, we here have a parable, 
and the usual disputation and di\'ision ensuing. It supports this view that the only other 
parable of this gospel is similarly the starting point of a section (III. iii). There is a refer
ence by those who are disputing to the incident of iv, just as in iii there is a reference 
to the previous incident of i. It is obvious how this section supports the contention 
of the whole gospd: door is one more image of mediating rc,·clation; ag;,in, the 
sheep hearing the shephrrd's voice is a reiteration of the constant doctrine that the truth 
is recognised by those who are true. Here too is the most precise claim of equality with the 
Father: I and my Father are one: the horror of the Jews at this saying is met by an appeal 
to the language of their own law. 

vi. A sign - the raising of one four days dead - and the witness, not only of others 
to Jesus, but of his own claim: I am the resurrectiou and the lijr. This incident an:cntuatcs 
the division among the people, so that priests and Pharisees hold councils of death. -
Bring high priest that year lie prophesied, etc.: from this point to the enc.I a minor feature 
of_ this gospel is the indication of unconscious fulfilment of prophecy (in this case, uncon
snous prophen·) in the incidents narrated. 

vii. The riurpose of this incident in the scheme of the hook is less the direct testimony 
of the multitude, and more the fulfilmenl by these incidents of preYious prophecy. [Com
pare rage j28.) This is a form of' witness.' -Aud Jesus an . .....-iL·rrrth tlzcm, saying," The 
hour is ro.,e, etc." I understand this answer to he directed, not to the incident of the 
Greeks, hut lo the whole of what has preceded. Thi• wide acceptance marks the approach 
?f ~he ho~r of the passion. Similarly, in the other gospels, the recognition by the disciples 
IS 1mmed1ately followed by the foretelling of the crucifixion. (Compare pages 1269-70, 
1697.]- lt is noticeable that Jesus, in this case surrounded by a favouring multitude, 
use~ again the enigmatic reference to the future, If I be lifted up: anrt, when asked to ex
plain, passes over the question, and answers in general terms, Walk while ye have the light. 
-J!Ul lliot<i;li h• had done so.many signs before them, yet they beliei•cJ not. Herc we have 
again [see above, note• to I. iv, v] John's comment upon the course of the narrative: an 
appropriate conclu~io~ to the section treating of Jesus's appeals to 'the Jew•' and their 
~cceptancc and ~eJ~clio_n. _The next paragraph, which is the al"lual wndusion, gives 
in the word• of Christ his sayings as to acceptance and rejection. 
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III 

It might be objected against the title I have affixed to this section (Signs and Witness, 
etc.) that there are no signs here recorded. But (1) though the word is not used, the 
Washing of the Disciples' Feet seems to be presented as a 'sign.' The spirit of St. John's 
writing is to emphasise, not the miraculous character, but the spiritual import of what he 
calls 'signs': this washing of the feet, though not miraculous, is like the sign or emblem 
of the prophets - an action with spiritual significance. - (2) The foretelling of Judas's 
treachery is of the nature of a ' sign ': like the supernatural knowledge of J csus in the in
cident of the woman of Samaria. 

It is obvious how this section, which embodies the last intercourse between Jes us and 
his disciples, supports the thesis of the prologue: the whole is occupied with the relation 
of Jesus to the Father and to his disciples. No comment is necessary except as to the di
visions here adopted. - i, ii. I have endeavoured by the paragraphing to bring out the 
vivid character of the narrative at this point. The solemn address to the disciples in elu
cidation of the sign of washing the feet seems to be twice interrupted by the emotion of 
Jesus at the thought of the approaching treachery of Judas; the second time his emotion 
leads to the saying, That thou doest, do quickly. Amid a sensation but imperfectly under
stood Judas retires._ \Vi th a sense of relief there is a transition to ii. - iii. The words 
Arise, let us go hence clearly mark a break. And the parable of the Vine makes a striking 
point of departure for the following discourse of whicn the essence is the relationship of 
the disciples to their Master and to the Father, and this to the end of time. - iv. This 
intercessory prayer is the final commending of the disciples to the Father as the Master 
departs to his death. 

IV 

This portion of the gospel falls into three divisions as viewed from the standpoint of 
witnessing to the doctrine of the prologue. - i. The main 'witness' of this subsection 
is the witness before Pilate. When asked whether he is King of the Jews Jesus merely 
replies that his kingdom is not of this world. Upon Pilate asking again whether he is in 
any way a king, the answer comes that Jesus is indeed a king, born that he should bear 
witness unto the truth: everyone that is of the truth heareth my voice. Thus witness 
to the truth is kingship, and Jes us is King over those who listen. This is more a solilo
quy than an answer addressed to Pilate: and when the judge proceeds to the question, 
What is truth? there is no answer. - All through the incident Pilate seems divided be
tween a rude homage to the impressiveness of his prisoner, and a gross desire to express 
contempt of th~ Jews: hence the mock crowning of Jesus, and exhibition of him to the Jew" 
crowned and scourged: to the last this spirit is continued, as shown by the inscription 
on the cross, and the refusal to alter it. 

ii. The Crucifixion is here related chiefly with a view to the fulfilmen of prophecies 
which its details convey: this being a form of' witness.' Hence the comment, 1-Je //wt 
hath seen hath borne witness, etc. 

iii. Similarly the Resurrection is narrated in the form of a suctession of ' signs.' And 
the gospel [proper] draws attention to this at its close: Many other signs therefore did 
Jesus, etc. It proceeds to reiterate how this gospel has been written with a purpose -
that of persuading to recognition of the claims of Jes us. 

Epilogue 

The whole tenor of this part of the narrative separates it from the purpose of the rest. 
It has another purpose, to explain a saying of Jes us that has been misinterpreted to mea11 
that the special ' disciple whom Jesus loved' should not die. When this explanation is 
complete, the narrative proceeds: And there are also many other things [not, signs] which 
Jesus did: an<l which are too numerous to relate. The whole is a personal reminiscence, 
not a part of the theological argument indicated by the prologue. 

Page 1336, footnote. The words here made a footnote follow the conclusion of the 
narrative, before the words just quoted begin, And there are also many oilier things, etc 
The words treated as a footnote are usually made part of the text, except that the clause, 
And we know that his witness is true, is considered an endorsement of the gospel, by the 
Elders of Ephesus, or others. But an endorsemrnt is of no value. without the names, or 
othe~ designation, of those who endorse. I understand the whole footnote to be the com-
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1nrnt of somr reader, it matters not whom: the point being, not an external endorsement, 
but a recognition that the hero of this last-related incident, and consequently the 'disciple 
whom Jesus lo,·ed,' is the same as t~e aut?or of ~he gospel:. hence we may be sure, adds 
the anonymous commentator, that his testimony 1s to be rehed on. 

Notes to St. John's Revelation 

The Rci•elalio11 of St. John is in literary form a' rhapsody,' to use the term applied in 
these works to the distinctive contribution of Hebrew literature, a new literary form made 
b,· the fusion of all other literary forms in one. (s~e page i392.] The proper prepara
ti;m for appreciating it is to study other rhapsodies of Old Testament prophecy, more 
e,;pecially the Rhapsody of Zion Redeemed, the rhapsodies of Joel and .'\mos, and the Vision 
Rhapsody of Zechariah. One point of literary distinctiveness may be remarked: in the 
Hl'brew rhapsody, while all literary forms arc fused together, it is usually the dramatic 
form that is most prominent: in St. Joh n's Revelatio11 the prevailing impression is that of 
epic surcession of inri<lcnts, as narrated by the seer. 

A modern rcac.Jt-r, accustomed to such poetry as Dante's Paradiso, must always remem
ber in approaching sud1 a work as this that Hebrew literature rests upon the symbol rather 
than the image. (For a comparison see page q48.] Dante's imaginative forms may be 
S\·mbolic, but thev will never cease to have the characteristic of imagery that they can fit 
into pictures. H.ebrew symbolism is again and again incompatible with the pictorial: 
it is enough to instance the leading symbol of this vision - the Lamb, which, in the various 
presentations, could enter into no pictorial imagination. Still, on the shadowy background 
of dream movt'ment (the natural basis of a. 'vision'), the successive scenes of St. John's 
Rcn-lation do appeal to the imagination as a sequence of dim but majestic pictures. 

In interpreting symbolism, as with all the higher forms of allegory, the first critical re
quirement is restraint. Even with such a poet as Spenser it is only rude exegesis which 
idcntifit·s a partirular personage with a definite idea: in the more mystic symbolism of the 
present poem it is a violation of true literary touch to seek a meaning for every detail of a 
complex presentation. Interpretation must stop at general suggestion. In handling mystic 
numbers our poet will speak of thousands upo11 thousands to convey unlimited hosts, of 
forty and two u·eeks, or a thousand two ltund1ed and tlzrerscore days, multiples of the mystic 
number seven, to mark a shorter or longer period which he would emphasise as limited ancl 
destined to come to an end. But to seek a significance in the actual figures is gratuitous 
and risky exegesis. 

The most important thing in connection with the symbolism of St. John is a point of 
literary effect, which further seems in the poem itself to be indicated as extending beyond 
poetic form into the underlying spiritual interpretation. This is that the symbolism of 
Rc••c/<1tio11 is the symbolism of Old Testament prophecy revived; the symbolic ideas being 
nut merely revived, but at the same time varied, massed together, and intensified. Indeed, 
,·cry le"-, if any, of St. John's symbols arc drawn from any other source. Considered 
from the lilerary side this is the device of 'echoing,' which distinguishes all 1 classical' 
po(:try, - the: special line of µoctic succession in which each poet makes new creations out 
of detailed reminisccnres of the poetry of the past. But in the present case this is much 
more than a literary device. The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy: one of the 
leading thoughts of St. Joh n's work is that the mysteries of the old dispensation find their 
solution and fulfilment in the new: similarly, the forms of ancient prophecy combine lo 
make the symbolic setting of the supreme revelation. 

This revelation is a Vision, falling into seven ' visions/ as in the case of Zio11 Redeemed, 
or Zt·{_ hariah's Ren·lation; the seven parts arc however l·ontinuous, one developed out of 
~hr other, with_ no break: the distinction is one of analysis. It is.most important for the 
mtcrpretcr to <hvesl his mind of all idea of succession in time. As with Isaiahan rhapsodiee 
(rnmpa_re pages •_393, i572],. th~ relation of these seven parts is not that of temporal 
s~ccess1on; each 1s complete m itself, and a complete presentation of the whole from one 
side. The connection of the seven is logical. 



Revelation 

I. The Sealed Book and the Lamb 

II. The Powers of Judgment [or Judg
ment Potential] 

E' The Seven Trumpets: J udgmcnt 
Imperfect, and the Mystery of 
Prophecy 

-ie Notes to Particular Books 

VII. The Lamb's Hri<le an<l the New 
Jerusalem 

VI. The Word of God and the Thrones 
of Judgment 

V. The Seven Golden Bowls: Judgment 
Consummated, and the Mystery of 
Babylon 

IV. Salvation: The kingdom of the 
world becoming the kingdom of 
Christ 

By a structure exactly analogous to that of Joel's rhapsody [see page 1420 ], and in a 
less marked degree to that of Zion Redeemed, the fourth or central section is the foundation 
of all the others, the first three working towards il, the last Lhree founded uµon it. As always, 
literary form is here pointing to the deepest spiritual inlcrµretation. The above scheme of 
structure also suggests at a glance correspondence of parts: III exactly corresponds to V, 
as imperfect and perfect on either side of the dominating central section; similarly II and VI 
are analogous; also I and VII, the former before the movement commences, the latter after 
the movement of judgment is closed. There arc in addition a prologue and epilogue: the 
former the Words to the Seven Churches; the latter, Seven Last 'Vords. 

On page r 709 I l':ive a more detailed scheme of structure, in which more minute sym
metry may be traced between the working out of the seven 'visions' or scclions. This 
suggests to the eye how I and VII are separate from the rest; how the other five ha'"" 
sevenfold subdivision; how in all of them there is a marked break between the first four 
and the last three of each. Again, it will appear how IV takes an independent course; on 
either side of it III is closely parallel with V, and II with VI. The conspectus also brings 
out some other points: the cries of woe which emphasise the succession of phases; and 
parentheses, in which the seer himself meditates, or is addressed by the personages of the 
vision. 

Prologue 

The sevenfold prologue is partly involved in the vision of the Rcvcla.tion, in the main out
side it. Heaven is not said lo open; but a phase of the Divine glory is visible, and charges 
nre addressed lo each of the Seven Churches of Asia. The literary form of this prologue 
is an echo of the opening section of the rhapsody of Amos [see page 698], in which Israel 
and Judah are presented as among the Seven Doomed Nations: particular addresses of 
<loom are made to each of the seven peoples, these being bound together by recurrent (though 
varied in detail) formulre of doom. So in the present case the charges to the particular 
churches are independent; but these are enclosed between recurrent formulre at opening 
and close of each, the formula varied in details for each church. The opening formula 
describes the Divine speaker, the close is made up of promises and a cry of emphasis. The 
symbolism of these formulre is largely, but not entirely, anticipation of tbe symbolism of the 
coming Revelation. The symbolism of the Divine manifestation is here chiefly from Daniel 
[page 674]. 

I 

The Sealed Book and the Lamb 

The opening phase of the vision is a starting-point, before the movement of judgment 
commences. It takes to the imagination the brm of three symbolic µictures passing one 
into the other like dissolving vic\\'s. First, Deity supreme is manifested, surrounded with 
all splendour, while all grades of authority and all forms of lifr mow in a ceaseless round of 
adoration. Then a book scaled with seven seals becomes visible in the hand of enthroned 
Deity: a sense of oppression heing felt that none can unseal the Book of l\.lystcry, a com
forting promise declares that the LroN of Judah shall unseal it. As in the third picture we 
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Revelation --iS Notes to Particular Books 

look for this Lion there appears in its place a LAMB standing as though it had been slain. 
As the Lamb takes the Book the universal adoration is transferred to this Lamb; and there 
is a significant addition to the sources of adoration in the golden bowls full of incense, 
symbolising the prayers of the saints. 

The throne, and surrounding 
radiancy - the living creatures 

Twenty-four elders 

Seven Spirits before the throne 
. . . [of the Lamh] sent forth 
into all the earth 

Glassy sea like unto crystal 

Book scaled with seven seals 

Lion of the tribe of Judah 
Root of David 

The Lamb ... as though it had 
been slain 

Incense, the prayers of the saints 
The number ... ten thousand 

times ten thousand, etc. 

Ezekiel's Vision (i). 

From same idea as 'Ancient of days' (Daniel vii. 
13): compare etymological meaning of such \\"ords 
as senate, presbyter: age symbolises authority, 
the comparative degree may suggest subordinate 
or graded authority (Milton's Thrones, Virtues, 
Dominations, Princedoms, Powers]. 

Zechariah's vision (iv. 10): emanations from Deity . 

Regular conception of 'waters above the firma
ment': perhaps suggestive of vast sea of life. 
(Compare xvii. I 5: waters on which the harlot 
is seated arc peoples and multitudes and nations 
and tongues. Hence the flushing of the glassy 
sea with victory in xv. 2.J 

Intensified from Daniel's scaled book of prorhcry 
(xii. ..i); compare Isaiah xxix. r 1; Ezel:icl ii. 9. 

From the Blessing of Jacob. 
Regularly in Isaiah. 

Imagery of Isaiah !iii. 7, and John the Baptist (St. 
John i. 29), considered as last and supreme of 
prophets. 

Psalm rxli. 2. • 

Similar use of thousand in Daniel vii. IO; Psalm 
!xviii. 17: also compare, Saul has slain his thou
sands and David his ten thousands. 

II 

The Powers of Judgment 

As the seven seals begin to be opened there is a commencement of movement in this 
rhapsody of judgment. But in this second section the judgment is only potential, not reach
ing the point of actual operation. Four symbolic Powers of Judgment successively appear: 
authority is granted them, but they arc not here described as exercising the authority. With 
the opening of the fifth seal, souls slain arc visible beneath the altar, crying for judgment: 
individually they arc granted the white raiment of deliverance, but as a \\"hole they an• 
bidden lo \\"ait for their brethren. \\"ith the sixth seal there is a warning of prophetic hor
rors, up to the point of a breaking of the Day of Wrath. But at this point judgment is re
strained; and the main significance of the section is unveiled: it is the l 1nscaling of tlw 
Book and the Scaling of the ~·aints. From the tribes of Israel arc scaled numbers indicated 
by union of the mvstic numbers twelve anrl thousand. Thrn, for a dimax,. a picture of a 
multitude which 11d man could number, out of a/l natitjns a,,d kindreds; these arc linked w~th 
the adoration of heaven, the Salvation cry of IV, and the imagery consecrated by Zron 
Redeemed to the return of the exiles to their home. At last the seventh seal can be opened: 
hut there follows only a silent expectancy pointing forward to the visions to follow. (Note: 
11 is the completing of I, III of II, IV of III; each section presents the whole mystery, 
thou$h in dillcrcnt phases.] 
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The four horses and their riders. 

, .. The cry, How long? 

The horrors of the Sixth Sel.l 

The restraining of judgment until 
the S..1.ints arc sealed · 

Jr<1slicd . . robes ... white i1t 
Ilic blood of lire Lamb 

They shall hunger 110 more, etc. 

Silence, at the opening of the 
Seventh Seal 

A combination of Zechariah's horses [spirits of 
ministration: compare page 73 1 J with the colours 
made significant - and J cremiah's four forms 
of Judgment (xv. 2-3), Death, Sword, Famine, 
Captivity. -Ezekiel's Mimic Siege, and insistence 
on eating bread by weight etc. (iv. ro--II), helps 
to interpret the third horseman. 

The opening of Zechariah's Vision (i. 12). 

A massing together of prophetic symbols of judg
ment: co1nparc Joel ii. 2, 10, 30-31; iii. 15-16; 
Isaiah ii. 19-21; xxxiv. 4; Nahum iii. 12; 
Hosea x. 8. 

Exact echo of Ezekiel's Vision of Polluted Jerusalem 
(chapter ix). 

A combination of Isaiah's though ... sins ... 
scarlet ... while as s11ow with Zechariah's Vision 
(iii. 4), where Joshua's filthy garments are changed 
for rich apparel in token of acquittal. 

Imagery from Isaiah xlix. ro. 

So Zechariah's Vision (ii. 13): Be silent, alt flesh, 
before the Lord; for he is waked up out of his holy 
habuation. Also an echo of Exodus, chapter xiv. 
13. 

ill 

The Seven Trumpets 

Judgment Imperfect and the Mystery of Prophecy 

At last judgment may begin. or rather, pass from the potential to the actual. With 
the sounding of the first four trumpets we have judgment descending from above; with the 
fifth, judgment ascends out of the pit; with the sixth it passes from Eurhrat~s [regarded as 
<Tntre of the earth] along the four winds [the suggestion of four angels]. But with all this 
symbolic ju<lµ;ment arc associated expressions of imperfection: the first four dooms are to 
injure the third part of nature, the fifth is enjoined not to kill hut torment, the sixth is to 
kill hut only the third part of men. [Contrast the corresponding sections of V.] Before the 
final trumpet souncis, a strong an1:el, v..-ith enhanced accompaniments of radiancy, makes 
firocJamation \Yith ll great i•oice, while the SC'i.!CJl thunders utter their \'Oirrs: hut the seer is 
to seal up what is thus uttered, and we only hear that when the seventh angel has sounded, 
llrrn is fi11i.1hrd tire mystery of Cod, according to the good tidings which he declared lo his 
serc"<111/s /Irr prophcls. Whal is scaled up [lo the prophets themselves] is made known to us, 
as the seer is directed to eat up the scaled ~k. ~\'~ soon perceive how this whole section 
JS rnnl'crncd with the l\'Iystcry, or Gospel [.<,'ood tid111gs] of Prophcc\·. Suprem<' symbols 
of thl' old c\ispensation, echoes of prophetic story, make clear in \\•hat follows the ronrrption 
of thl' proph(·ts of th(· old dispensation exercising: their warfare for Cocl, with miracle and 
a!niclst perS<'culion; "hen at last the symbolic prophets lie rlcad i11 the street of the grrat 
oly ... where '1iso /heir Lord was crucified [compare, Jerusalem, thou Iha/ killest /he 
proplrelsJ, after a time I/re breath of life from Cod entered into them [compare Ezekiel's 
\'ision of the \\tllev of Tlry floncsl; they go up to heaven in the cloud [like Elijah in the 
fire], while doom falls upon the l'ity. When the seventh trumpet, which is to unseal the 
mystery, sounds, vo.ices proc!aim that whic~ is the subject of the next vision: t~e kingdom 
of the world hecommg the kmgdom of Christ. Thus the M vstcry of Prophecy 1s unsealed 
in Christ. · 
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Revelation 

The Seven Trumpets 

Fire of the altar cast on earth as 
commencement of judgment 

The first three soundings 

The fourth sounding and diminish
ing of sunlight 

The star fallen from heaven 
Smoke . . . locusts . • • like 

unto horses 

The horsemen of the sixth seal 
. . . with heads of lions 

The book ~aten up, sweet in the 
mouth, bitter in the belly 

The measuring reed 

The two olive trees and two candle
sticks 

->e Notes to Particular Books 

Fundamentally on Joshua, chapter vi; connected 
by Joel (ii. I) with the day of doom. 

An echo of Ezekiel (x. 2 ). 

Echoes of the plagues of Egypt. For the mountain 
burning with fire compare Jeremiah's Doom of 
Babylon (chapters 1 to Ii). Wormwood in this 
sense is a favourite symbol of Jeremiah (ix. IS; 
xxiii. IS). 

This is not so much the stock prophetic symbol 
of darkened sun (e.g. Amos, viii. 9; Joel, ii. 3I) 
as the reversal of Isaiah's conception (xxx. 26) of 
light of sun as sevenfold, etc. 

Echo of Isaiah's Lucifer (xiv. 12). 
For smoke in connection with doom compare smoke 

out of the north (Isaiah xiv. 3I). The idealisation 
of locusts into an army of· destruction is the great 
symbol running through Joel (ii. I-II). 

Perhaps an echo of the mystic army of Isaiah (v. 26-
30). 

An exact echo of Ezekiel (iii. I). 

From Zechariah (ii. r-5). Compare Ezekiel (xi. 5, 
etc.). 

A leading point in Zechariah's Vision (iv. n): there 
interpreted probably of union of priesthood and 
princedom in the restored community: here in a 
general way suggestiv~ of the whole [spiritual] 
authority of the old or prophetic dispensation. 

IV 

Salvation 

The Kingdom of the World becoming the Kingdom of Christ 

We thus reach the central, which is also the foundation, section of the whole rhapsody: 
others deal with judgment, this will he found at the end identified with the idea of Salvation. 
It has already been proclaimed as the kingclom of the world becoming the kingdom of Christ. 

For introduction, there is the momentary unveiling of the Ark of the Covenant; a foun
dation symbol of God, not as the creator of the whole universe, but as the divine ruler of a 
chosen people. The whole conflict of this divine rule with its foes is to be suggested; not 
(it must be carefully remcmhcrcd) in historical stages, but in symbolical phases. 

i. The conOict is displayed in its ultimate origin: the Seed of the Woman against the 
Serpent. Yet this manifestation has completeness: the child is caught up to heaven, the 
woman has her assigned place in the wilderness for a term that will end. 

The sign of the woman with child 

Another sign in heaven ••. a 
great red dragon . . . his tail 
draweth the third part of the stars 
of heaven and did cast them to 
the earth 

Isaiah'1; sig11 of the virgin [or woman] witn child 
•... bringing forth Immanuel. Though in its 
place an historic symbol (see page IS68), this has 

. been spiritualiscd as a prophetic sign of Christ 
by Matthew (chapter i. 23). -The child thus 
born is identified with the Messiah of Psalm ii: 
who is to rule all /he nations with a rod of iron. 

Here we find some primitive nature symbolism, 
which however has been closely interwoven with 
the imaginative conceptions of O.T. p,rophecy. 
[Compare such passages as Job's curse (iii. 8) and 
Isaiah's reference to Leviathan (xxvii. r), Ezekiel's 
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dragon of the sea applied to Egypt (chapter xxix) 
and note on page 1662.] Primitive imagination 
conceived of a dragon in the hca vens associated 
with the phenomena of eclipses; also of the sea 
a.i; a serpent or dragon winding about, and at times 
invading, the earth. This symbolism is here 
utilised for the leader of the fallen Angels [or 
stars: compare Isaiah xiv. 12]. The dragon is 
also identified with the Serpent of c;cnesis. 

11. The conflict now appears as the War in Rea ven, between Michael and his angels 
and the dragon. This also embodies the whole conflict, by reference to the woe for the 
earth after the dragon and his angels have been cast down to the earth. (Compare the spirit 
of such passages as Ephesians vi. 12.] The victory is because of the blood of the Lamb. 

iii. \Ve now have temptation on earth, or relentless war between the dragon cast 
down and the woman and tlze rest of her seed: yet a conflict limited in duration by symbolic 
expressions nf time. 

The serpent casting out water 
. . . the earth helping the 
'\'Oman 

Here there is again utilisation of pnm1t1ve imagina
tion: the primitive warfare between the orcan
serpent and the earth made symbolic of the 
spiritual warfare. 

iv. The conflict now is presented as a conflict with world forces, symbolised as brute 
force, or power of a monstrous beast, set on however by the dragon. · 

The beast coming up out of the 
sea, etc. 

011e of his /zeads .•• smitten 
unto <kath . . . his death-stroke 
healed 

And the dragon gave him authority 
ahd t/zere was given to him 

authoruy over every tribe and 
people and tongue and nation 

This is of course an echo from Daniel's visions (vii
xii), but generalised: Daniel's visions Buggest 
successive world powers, the terms of the present 
vision [horns, di<idems, names of blasphemy] are 
those of world powers in general. 

Probably an echo of Genesis iii. r 5: It shall bruise 
thy head, and tho11 shalt bruise his heel. 

Perhaps an echo of the devil's temptation (Luke): 
the kingdoms of the world . . . to thee will I give 
all this authority . . . for it hath been delivered 
unto me; and to whomsoever I will, I gi've it. 

(Between iv and vis the first of the parenthetic passages: as it were, the seer, absorbed 
in the intere•t of the symbolised conflict, encourages himself. Herein consists the patience 
of the saints, they know their captors must at last be made captive.] 

v. Another phase of the conflict is darkly shadowed: perhaps we may interpret, not 
world force, hut world worship. The symbol is another bee.st, uniting the marks of the 
lamb [supreme symbol of the whole rhapsody] and the dragon: working mirarles he causes 
all to worship the first beast, whose authority he exercises, establishing a badge lark of v:hich 
c-xcludes from all human intercourse. It is no longer external brute forr<", hut worldly 
force organised as a false religion. 

Another beast, etc. 

SR 

The chief key to this clark symhulism is found in VI. 
iii; where we find vanquished together the beast 
•.. a11d with him the false prophet that wrought 
t/ze sig11s in his sight, wherewith he deceived them 
that had received the mark of the beast, and them 
that worshipped his image. This false prophet is 
thus clearlv identified with the second heast of 
this section: especially in view of the original 
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Revelation 

The number of the beast 

-->e Notes to Particular Books 

meaning of the word prophet, one who interprets, 
or acts for another (compare Exodus vii. r), 
and universal usage of the Greek word prophet. 
This assists the interpretation given above, as 
wor!d religion and superstition in contradistinc-
tion to world force. 

The opening phrase, Here is wisdom, suggests a 
secondary application of the universal symbol, 
and one that is absent from the genera I signifi
cance. It therefore does not affect the literary 
interpretation, and is probably a temporary allu
sion of which the point is now lost. 

vi. At last the conflict of Church and World is presented from the other side; we have 
the Followers of the Lamb arrayed for conflict, with attendant symbolism of harping and 
song that none can learn but themselves, and the name of the Father [in place of the mark 
of the beast]. 

They are virgins The whole context suggests !hat virginity is here 
used as a symbol: sanctification; they are set 
apart for the conflict. It is only a plural modifi
cation of the final symbol of the Lamb's Bride. 

[A triple cry prepares for the grand climax of vii: the first proclaims the hour of j udg
ment as come; the second points forward to the subject of VI; the third denounces doom 
on the worshippers of the beast.] · 

[Once more the seer, parenthetically, sympathises with the conflict, recording the voice 
that P.roclaims the naar salvation: From henceforth ... Blessed, etc.] 

vii. The issue of the conflict: one sitting on the cloud like unto a son of man [compare 
opening of prologue: Behold he cometh with the clouds]: who reap the ripe harvest of the 
earth: those that come victorious from the beast sing the Song of Ji!oscs ... and ... of 
the Lamb. Thus the initial salvation of God's people from their Egyptian foes and the 
consummation of salvation emphasise the unity of this whole section. 

The sickles . . . vintage . . . 
winepress 

Another sign . . . seven angels 
having seven plagues 

Once more an example of the massini>; of symbolism. 
The sidles are an echo from the final conflict in 
Joel's rhapsody (iii. 13): note that there also is 
the combination of harvest and winepress - the 
treading the wine press is a symbol from the great 
Vision of Judgment in Zion Redeemed (Isaiah 
!xiii. r-6) - the final detail, even unto the bridles 
of the horses, is echoed from Isaiah's Assyrian 
flood (viii. 8). 

Merely a link hetween this section ? '1.d the next, as 
frequently in this rhapsody. 

v 
The Seven Golden Bowls 

Judgment consummated and the Mystery of Babylon 

The last vision presenter! Salvation: this returns to the predominant theme of Judg
~en~. Th~ same temple in heaven opens, this time to display the seven angels coming, 
In h1erarch1ral splendour, to pour out the seven last plagues from the golden bowls. In 
close conformity lo III we have successively the four outpourings of judgment oibove, then 
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judgment beneath, then judgment at Euphrates. In contrast with III there are now no 
notes of incompktenl'SS in the doom which is described, and in the last section is reached 
thr· climax, It is dow·. In IV fi.\·e sections made prominent the opposing forces, and only 
t\Ytl the heaYenly hosts and victory: here six sections describe successive dooms, it is only 
in the last section that the opposing force appears under the name of BABYLON, and at great 
length is elaborated the Mystery of Baby/011. [Just before the final outpouring there is 
another parenthetic exclamation of warning and watchfulness.] 

The Sc,·cn (;olden Bowls 

The outpouring 

vi. Drying up of Euphrates - way 
for kings from the sunrising 

Babylon 

The regular prophetic symbol, the cup of the Lord's 
fury; especially in Jeremiah (xxv. 15). 

Suggestive throughout of the Plagues of Egypt, in
tensified. Especially: iii rationalises the first 
Egyptian plague (compare Wisdom, xi. 6); iv is 
a counterpart to Ill. iv, and erhoes the plague of 
hail mingled with fire. The hail appears again 
in vii, where it seems to be com hinrd 11.'ith an 
echo from Zechariah's Vision (v. 7: the weight of 
a tale11t). 

This seems to be a link with VI. vi, a preparation 
for the final war of Gog and Magog. -The only 
point of Har-Magedon seems to be that the holy 
land is to be the theatre of the final world combat: 
so the valley of Jehoshaphat in Joel's rhapsody. 

Under this one name is, in this vision, thr whole ad
verse force concentrated. In the long Mystery of 
Babylon that follows, the details identify this 
mystic ' Babylon,' not only with the Babylon 
which was the chief topic of Prophetic lloom song, 
but with the other enemy cities of prophetic litera
ture, especially maritime Tyre. [Compare Re
joicing over Fallen Babylon in Isaiah xl\'ii -
Jeremiah's Doom of Babylon (I-Ii), especially, 
My people, go ye out of the midst of her (Ii. 45) 
an<l the epilogue (Ii. 6,1--1) in whirh a stone is cast 
into Euphrales - Isaiah's Doom of Tyre (xxiii) 

• - Ezekiel's Doom of Tyre (xxvii)l - Possibly 
the seven mountains on which the woma11 sitteth 
mav he a link to connect this Bab\'lon with (im
perial) Rome: but of course only as one of many 
cities. The preceding words, IIere is tire mind 
which hath wisdom, favour a particular interpre
tation (compare above, note on IV. v): the details 
that follow however arc not favourable to it. 

VI 

The Word of God and the Thrones of Judgment 

\:ct .another \'ision of J udgmenl is necessary: this has been displayed in various aspects, 
now _11 l'-' to be brought out how the whole is the work of the Supremr \\'onl of (~ocl. Hy 
Lh(' lrnk of the white horse he is seen gathering to himself the various Powers of Judgment 
\\'hich '.'Pl'e<tred in. II; and now Juclgmcnt will he fully enthroned. ,\fter an introduction 
w~11h is a_nt1npat.1on of. VII [and a parcnthetk rapture of the seer al the ml'ssage he .rc
cr·l\·es]. lmd sections display tlw overthrow In· the \Vord of all tlw forn·s of preceding 
vi>ions: Beast, False Prophet, Dnq~on. Thcn-(v) there is the Cirst cnthroncnwn•, and the 
first rcsurrcclion with the millennium of the blessed while Satan is hound. !Again, a 
parenthesis rclehratcs the blessed hope.] The sixth section (as in II, Ill) is a backward 
movement: Satan is loosed, and the final struggle of Gog and Magog takes place. With vii 
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there is the final judgment of all living: after which death and Hades are cast into the lake 
of fire, which is the Second Dea.th. 

ii and vi contain the chief symbol 
not already used -;- the war of 
Gog and Magog 

The Thrones of Judgment and the 
Books of Life 

T~is is condensed from Ezekiel's Gog of the land of 
Magog (xxxviii-ix): a prophetic conception of 
dim struggle in the infinite distance of time and 
place. The detail of summoning birds to the 
supper of God is itself an echo (xxxix. 17). 

From Daniel's Vision (vii. 9; xii. l-2). 

VII 

The Lamb's Bride and the New Jerusalem 

All judgment al an end, we return to the peace of the first vision: a new heaven and 
earth; the new Jerusalem descending as a bride adorned for her husband; the river and 
tree of life, leading lo the final thought of reigning for ever and ever. 

A new heaven and earth 
The Lamb's Bride - and gates 

of precious stones - gates open 
continually - measuring reed 
and dimensions 

River of water of life - trees of life 
- monthly fruits for healing 
of nations 

From Zion Redeemed (I saiak !xv. l 7). 
Songs of Zion in Zion Redeemed (Isaiah liv. 5; liv. 

11-12) combined with elaborate Vision of Ezekiel 
(xi-xi viii). 

From Ezekiel (xlvii. l-n) with a pos5ible echo of 
the Garden of Eden in Genesis. 



BRIEF SUGGESTIONS ON BIBLE STUDY 

Books 

The position is taken in this work that the literary study of the Bible is an independent 
study, and should, while in process, be kept distinct from distracting questions that belong 
to studies of a different type. (Compare the Preface, page vii; and pages 1367-9.) Two 
other works of the editor offer assistance in this department. The Literary Study o/ the 
Bible (D. C. Heath & Co., Boston: London, Isbister & Co.) for professed students of 
literature disruss.•s the morphology of Sacred Literature, while for the general reader is 
designed the Short l11trod11ctio11 lo the Literature o/ the Bible, (D. C. Heath & Co., Boston 
and London). The essential matter of these two books is contained in the Introductions 
and '.'!oles of the present work. 

\\'hen we· pass to other kinds of Bible study, we pass into a region of controversy, and 
sturlcnts will do best to seek addce from those with wl)ose views they are in general sym
pathy. A few suggestions are here made for those who have no other advisers. 

In the opinion of the editor the late Dean Stanley's History o/ the J cwish Church (M ur
ray: Scribner), though necessarily not reflecting the most modern historical views, re
mains the must important presentation of the Bible in its literary and historical aspects. 
The editor desires to express his great personal obligation to this work, from which he has 
recci,·ed more inspiration for Bible study than from any other source. This may be sup
plemented by such as the following: 

GEoRr.E ADAM S~!ITR's Historical Geography o/ the Holy Land (Hodder & Stoughton). 
SHAILER :0.IATHEws's History o/ New Testament Times in Palestine (Macmillan). 
R. W. WADDY-Moss's From Malachi to Matthew (Methodist Publishing Company, 

London). 
TOWNSEND MACCOUN's Holy La11d in Geography a11d History (Revell). 

The Oxford l'niversity Press (Oxford and New York) has put forward Helps to the 
Study o/ the Bible, Lound up with one of its editions of the Revised Version, which may be 
obtained separately. These are a copious collection of all kinds of information, including 
maps, concordance, chronological tables, etc., and will largely supersede other works for 
one who desires general information as to what may be tallcd "ordinarily received views" 
on all sicks of Bible study. 

For the results of modern historical scholarship the following are recommended: 

S. R. DRl\'ER's Introduction to the Literature o/ the Old Testament (T. T. Clark: 
Scribner). 

B. W. BAco::-:'s Introduction lo the Books o/ the New Testament (Macmillan). 
The Polychrome Bible (Dodd, Mead & Co.) conveys results of historical analysis to 

the eye by variations of colour. 
C. F. KE::-:T's Student's Old Testament (six volumes: Scribner) conveys such results 

by a logical and historical arrangement. 

A Bible Dictionary of some kind for reference is indispensable. A >.ingle volume edition 
of the Hastings Bible Dictionary is announced; a "Standard" single volume dictionary is 
announced by the Funk and Wagnalls Company. 

Commentar~es on the Bible are innumerable, and represent the most varied views. 
Some of those intended for popular use are vitiated by their adoption of the Authorised 
Versinn text; which necessitates a large part of the comment being taken up with correction 
of the text. A commentary is in preparation under the editorship of PRO»ESSOR SHAILER 
MATHEWS (Macmillan), founded on the Revised Version with the more important 
marginal corrections. ' 
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Progressive Bible Study 

From the literary standpoint a few suggestions are here offered for those who have the 
responsibility of directing progressive Bible Study. 

r. The first stage in the study of the Bible, especially where the students arc young peo
ple, should be strictly limited to the Stories of the Bible. These should be taken purely as 
stories: other aspects of the matter being left for later treatment. Two volumes of the 
Modern Reader's Bible (Bible Stories: Old Testament - Bibte·Stories: New Testament) 
may be put into the hands of the class; but the arrangement of matter in the present edi
tion makes the teacher independent of these. 

2. The second stage sloould train in familiarity with other literary forms - oratory, 
wisdom, lyrics, drama or rhapsody - by means of a few illustrations of each, thoroughly 
mastered. A volume of the Modern Reader's Bible (Select 1vlasterpieres of Biblical Litera
ture) contains suggestions, and illustrations printed in their proper literary structure. The 
present edition however contains all that is required. 

j. The third stage is based on the important principle of the' hook' as the literary unit. 
ll matters little what books of Scripture arc selected. The teacher should in a single les
son give the class their first impressions of a book. Then it should be studied in detail, 
with the help of the introductions and notes of the present volume, or whatever other aids 
may be desired. But before passing from the book the teacher should again present the 
whole al a single view. No principle of literary study is more important than that of grasp
ing clearly a literary work as a single whole. 

4. The fourth stage should be devoted to a higher literary unit, the grasp of the great 
divisions of Scripture - History, Prophecy, Poetry, \Visdom - each as a whole. The 
arrangement of the present edition is especially designed lo assist this. [Further assist
ance may he obtained from the editor's Short Introduction to the Literature of the Bi/,/e 
(D. C. Heath & Co.).] 

5. The final stage is to realise the unity of all Scripture: the conception of the Bible as 
a whole. Compare the Preface to this work, pages viii-ix. 

[A somewhat fuller discussion of this matter is given in Appendix II of the Short Intro
duction mentioned above.) 
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